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volume  is  the  work  of  viavy  ivriters.    It  ivill  tJicrcfore  exJiihit  varums  cJiaractc  ristics 
(_  of  style,  and  each  ivriter  ivill  be  responsible  only  for  u'Jiat  he  wrote,  ami  the  Eilitor-in- 

t  CIncf  ansivers  only  for  the  oiiiivard  form  of  expression,  and  not  for  the  substance  of  the 
\^  narrative. 

^  The  publisJiers  Iiave  shown  no  little  perseverance  i7i  overcoming  obstacles  in  the  progress  of 

the  ivork,  and  have  spared  no  pains  or  expense  to  secure  a  valuable  history  for  the  subscribers 
and  the  public. 

An  exhaustive  history  of  Albany  and  its  many  thousands  of  citirjcns  would  need  twenty 
volumes  of  the  size  of  t/iis  to  include  a  full  history  of  all  the  men,  ivomen  and  ez'cnts  that  have 
contributed  both  directly  and  indirectly  to  its  history  and  presoit  prosperity. 

A  judicious  selection  of  material  has,  therefore,  been  pound  necessary,  and  even  some  prun- 
■  J    ing  to  make  publication  possible. 

■'^^        The  issue  of  the  work  has  been  delayed  beyond  our  hopes  and  expectations  simply  on  account 
.'■^   of  the  immense  labor  in  accumulating  facts  and  reduci)ig  them  to  a  connected  narraiive. 
(v!^  Not  only  ivas  it  necessary  to  embody  here  for  the  present  generation  the  history  of  the  past, 

)    but  also  to  present  a  pen  picture  of  what  Albany  and  ScJienectady  Connties  are  at  the  present  time 
for  the  benejit  of  future  generations. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  publishers  to  have  given  also  biographies  of  some  of  the  represent- 
ative men  oj'  all  professions,  and  a  representative  exhibit  of  the  7'arious  iiid/istries  in  the  two 
counties. 

It  is  the  hope  of  all  concerned  in  the  book  that  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  history  of  t'wo 
of  the  oldest  counties  in  the  State  is  now  offered  to  the  public. 
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P  R  E  F  A  C  E . 


Cf^HE  part  rve  have  performed  in  ilic  preparation  of  this  History  of  the  Count)'  and  City  of 


Albany  is  indicated,  at  the  ]ieadi}igs  of  the  principal  divisions  and  in  the  Table  of  Contents. 
The  labor  ijivolved  in  this  planning;  zcriting  and  editing  is  far  greater  than  zee  had  anticipated, 
or  than  any  but  a  careful  historian  can  appreciate. 

We  Jiave  had  valuable  aid  in  special  cont ributions  from  ivriters  xeJiose  names  arc  given ;  and 
many  others  have  contributed  facts  and  suggestions  ivhich  have  been  gratefully  received. 

We  have  sought  for  "  the  truth  of  history  "  from  every  source  in  our  reach,  and  patiently 
gathered  what  seemed  best  fitted  to  our  purpose. 

We  could  have  made  a  smaller  volume,  but  many  facts  and  factors  dcma)ided  recognition . 
More  easily  zue  eo//ld  have  maa'e  a  larger  one,  but  duty  to  our  ivorihy  publishers  urged  all 
possible  eo)idcnsation. 

We  think  all  will  notice  ivith  approval  the  strictly  topical  presentation  ami  diseuision  of 
our  subjects.  We  haz  e  tried  to  make  a  book  of  facts,  well  selected  and  zvell  arranged.  We  have 
sacrificed  7iothing  to  Jlgurcs  of  speech  or  ''words  of  learned  length." 

We  commit  this  volume,  with  its  excellencies  and  defects,  to  the  friends  zeJio  haz'C  encoiiraged 
us,  and  whom  we  have  tried  to  please;  and  to  no  one  zvith  more  confidence  titan  to  the  honest  and 
faithful  student  of  history,  who  will  most  readily  appreciate  what  is  good  and  pardon  zvhat  is 
faulty  in  it. 


Editor. 


V.y'<  ."^^^s  >,\l-  ' 


'-•■■>-,'^.  'iJVi  ■'.VI/       'vi^vi^  , .  .■ 
^  •,';,'^t^v  v-,.V^,;'..-,-;'.::\ 
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COUNTY. 

Agriculture.  SeeCininly. 

Al  r.  \NV,  Cl  lA'  ■  U' — 

.Archit(\  ture   739 

Art  and  .\i  tisls   737 

Assessors   4S5 

Basin,  Docks  and  W  lurvcr,   4(16 

Banks  and  Banking  •  527,  1; 

Board  of  Contract  and  .\iiponioninent   48^ 

"         l!<|ualiz.ition  of  Taxes.    no 

Bonded  Debt  p;ii'l  since  1S51   loS 

Ihidgcs  J03 

Budget,  City  and  County 

99,  102,  10.},  io(),  107,  loS,  4S3 
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BuildiiiLrd,  The  City  677,  678 

"   "      and  I'.uildcrs   587  ' 

Cemeteries.    See  Chuixhyards. 

Canal,  The  F.rie   523 

Chanibcrl.iiii,  '1  lie  City  8j,  478-482 

Christian  Work  in   727 

Charter,  Tlie  (ieneral  I'rovislons  of   4S4 

Churchyards  and  Cemeteries   674 

Cortiiiiercial  Interests  of   (■109 

Corpoi-ation,  Executive  I'ovver  of   4S1 

"  Counsel  of  the   4S2 

Docks  and  Wharves  496  499 

Engineer  and  Surveyor,  The  483-512 

Excise  .  .   100-102 

Fees,  I'fitcial.    See  Salaries 

Ferries,  The   489 

Fire  Alarm  Telegraph   521 

"    Department   519 

"    Prevention  of   4S5 

"    Hall,  The  114-116 

"    Ilibtoiy  of  458-461 

Inspectors  of  Weights  and  Measures   484 

"  Steamlioats   43S 

Insurance  Companies   526 

Lamps,  Cas  an'.l  Electric  Li;^hcinj.j,  liiireau  of.  .  512 

Law  School,  The   080 

Manufacturing  Interests  of   555 

Marshal,  The   484 

Mayors  of,  'I'lie  83-126,  657-666 

"     Court,  The   126 

Municipal  History  of  461-485 

"        Officers.    See  Officers. 

Music  in   742 

OrCicers  477-4S0 

"     Appointed  by  Mayor   482 

"     Election  of   485 

"     Fees  and  Sal.iries  of  4.S4 

Pavements   509 

Physicians  of     4S3 

I'ropi.-rty,  I'rivate,  taken  loi  i'ublic  Use   4.^4 

Protective  I'atrol   527 

Parks,  PuMic   517 

Receiver  of  Taxes  ,   482 

Salaries  and  Fees  of  <  U;iccrs  of   .  484 

Schools  and  Literary  Institutions   079 

Sew  erarje  01   :  .  .  503 

Steaniljoat  inspectors   438 

Steaml.oats   4S7 

Street  Conuiii:.-<ioi!er   4S3 

"      1  K'pariiiient   511 

"     Improvements   512 

"     Lightini;   515 

"     Railways   519 

Streets  of   504 

Superintendent  of  Poor-House   484 

Taxes.    See  Pud^et. 

"        Board  of  l'.'|uali7ation  of   116 

"        Tiibleot  |  j|iiah/atiuii  01,  1872-73,  1S83 

IU3,  104,  106,  i:;o 

"        Receiver  of   1S2 

"        Rates  of   122 

Tlieiitres  in   703 

Treasurer's  Reporl   122 

Town  I'loundaries,  .Alteration  of.   84 

Union  of  City  and  Courjty  Alfaii  s   82 

Valuation  of.  The  Equalized   122 

Views  in,  about  1 800,  Some   t>66 

Water  Supply   512 

Weights  and  Measures,  Inspector  of   4S4 

Sealer  of   108 

Albany  Coi;M  y~ 

Agricidtnre  in   326 

Agricultural  Literature  in   333 

"         Society  of     336 

AIins-Hoi.se  349-352 

.\iTieiidnients,  Constitutional   9 

Anti-R.-ntiMm  in  277  ::'8^ 

An  liit'.clure  in  Albany    73c) 

Art  and  ^Vrtists   737 

Asseiiibly,  .Meml)er:i  of,  from   354 


P  'OF. 

Assessors   4''^5 

Attorney-General   442 

Audits  of,  Publication  of   106 

Ranks   4'^5 

"    and  Bankers   527 

"    designated  for  Deposit   4S3 

"     Savings  ...    533 

Basin,  The  Alljany   499 

Batn,  I'ublic   7-7 

iJeaver  ;-.!id  Fur  Trade,  The  296-303 

P.encli  and  Bar  of  123-203 

Beverwyck  and  Reusselaerwyck   49-66 

Birds  of   29 

Board  of  vTanvassers   82 

"       Charities  429-432 

"       Finance  80  122 

"       Su|jervisor.->  80-123 

Books  of  Records  I  I5i  '22 

Boundaries  of. ... .    ....  292 

Botany  of   21-2S 

Bounty  I'und   100 

Builget  q8,  99,  104.  io8 

Buildings  82,  86,  )C6 

"        Sites  of, The.    82 

Charities,  Board  of.  429  -432 

Claims  against  the   86 

Colonial  Military  .Affairs  and  Wars  in  383-390 

Constitutional  Conventions,  in,  State   441 

Coroners  116,  1 10,  121 

Dist'-ict  .\ttorney  83,  84,  86,  117 

I'^arly  Co;irts  of   ....  123 

Education,  History  of.  248  27t> 

Entomology  of   30 

F.xj'i'es;'  Jiusincis  m   317 

I  'arni  Animals  m   329 

Inarming  in   326 

I'lshes  of   30 

Floriculture  in   333 

Geography  of   12 

( ieology  of   17 

Hills..'   12 

History  of.  The  Early   So 

"         Homi  ot  Supervi-ors  80  122 

'•         Bencli  and  Bar  of  123-203 

Homiciiles  in   304 

Horticulture  in   333 

Indians  in   34 

"      Lands  in   36 

"      Education  and  Civilization  in   37 

Indian  Treaiies,  Trades,  eic   40 

Affairs,  Commi^-ioner  of   41 

Industries  of,  Special  <)ftl,;ei-s  connecteil  with...  429 

Islands  of   13 

.lails  99,-347 

Journalists  and  Journalism  in   356  378 

[udges,  ."-^alary  of.   103 

Land,  r-'Uiface  of   12 

Lunds  of.  The  Public      82 

Lri'id  Patent.^,  Seltlemcnrs.  1  e;iSt.-.,  t  itles,  etc.,  292-295 

I.cgi'.-Iative  Oflicer-.  from   353 

.Manor  and  V^T.n  Rensselaers,  The  286-29I 

Medicine  in,  History  of  203  -247 

M(*mbers  of  Assenibl  v  from   354 

^^efeorology  of  32,  33 

Miner.ilog/  of   18 

Nati  ral  History  of   29 

Newspapers  Published.    See  Journali  ts,  etc. 

Oflic.rs.  Pi,  1.1  it  ".   442 

Organization  tied  l)i\isi(Miof   69 

0\  er_;eers  of  t!ie  Poor,    ."^ee  Poor. 

V\ilr(  ntology  ol.  The   19 

Pen't -ntiary.  The    352 

Po))ul.ition,  H'.sa>iy  of   ''.71-276 

Ponds  of   14 

Press,  The  Ccnmty     375 

i'romincnt  Law\  .-rs   128 

(,>uadui)>eds  of   29 

Railro.ids  of   313 

Raiuf.ill  of    33 

Redislriimtion  of   113 


iv 


I'AC.K 

kc;^istry  Laws   98 

Rivers  of   14 

Salaries  of  OtHcials   84 

School  Comiiiissioiicrs   266 

Senators,  L'nitt-d  States,  from   353 

Seveie  runishiuents   125 

Shakers  in   337 

Sheriff,  The   156 

Slavery  in   300 

Soil   18 

Special  Sessions   97 

Superintendents  in  County  Schools   265 

Supervisors,  The  Hoard  ol.  History  of   80 

"  Members  of,  List  ol,  1S18-S4  S7--02 

"  Powers  of  Local  Le'^i>lation  of. ...  .  85 

"  Proceedings  of,  i86i  84  92-123 

"  Salaries  of   84,  85 

"  SessioT-.s  of,  S6,  98,  99,  J02-104,  106,  108, 

109,  112,  116,  117,  120 

"  Standing  Connnittees  of   103 

"  Statutory  and  Legal  History  of  ...  82 

State  of  New  York:  Its  Buildings,  Public  Ollices, 

etc.,  in   441 

Supreme  Court   126 

"           under  the  First  State  Constitu- 
tion  130 

Suriogates   155 

Taxes   117 

"    Receiver  of   482 

Teachers  in,  Larly   265 

Telegraph  ]>usiuess  in   325 

Telephone  aiid  Messenger  Service   325 

Teniperatiue  of   33 

Temperance  Work  in  340-346 

Topography  of   12 

Travel  and  Transporialion  in   309 

Treasurer's  Rei>orts  and  Statements, 

98,  99,  ici,  105,  joS.  113,  13:,  355,  4S2 
United  States  Otticeis,   Put. he   Puildmgs,  and 

other  Institutions  in   433 

War  Loan  Ponds  of   107 

Watchman  of  Clerk's  Office   115 

P)iog,rai)hies  of  J'liysicians   241 

Birds  of  the  County   29 

Board  of  Canvass   82 

"       Charities   426 

"       Contract  and  Appropriation   4S3 

"       Pinance     482 

"       Equalization  of  Paxes   1 16 

"        Su[)eivisors  and  the  I'enitcntiary   83 

Piooks  of  Recor.l  of  County   115 

Botany  of  the  County   26 

lioimdaries   292 

Buildings  and  liuildtrs   587 

"       for  the  Insane   97 

"       Ciiunty   86 

"           "       Sites  of   82 

Bureau  of  pnglncering  and  Surveying   512 

Lamps,  lias  and  l.lectiic  Lighting   512 

"        Street  In\pro\  ements   512 

Canal  Commissioners   443 

Canvassers,  P.oard  of     82 

Capitol,  'I'he  Old   446 

"         "    New    .   .   449 

"       Commissioners  of  ,  .J50 

Centennial  ("elebration  ot  1786,  The   709 

Census,  U.  S,.  of  170,0-1880,  in  ("m'nty   276 

Chaml>cvlain,  The  City  S';,  47S 

Ch.^ru  aiii.i:  lNsriTinio\s  — 

Aged  Men,  Kome  for  432,  732 

Alliany  C>rj)han  As>  luin  431,720 

"     Guarilian  Society  and  Ilou-.e  for  the 

Friend  k-.s  43 1 1  73' 

"     City  IIo>]>ilal  221,431 

'■•        "    1  bimnoi,:iihlc  1  (o-pital   ^'^i 

'•       "    Hou>e  of  Slielter   731 

"        "    .St.  N  iiu  ent's  Female  Orphan  432,720 


liabies'  Nurserv . . 
Bath,  The  Public 
P>iiililings  for  tlic  1 
Children's  Friend 
Child's  Hospital  . 


  431 

  727 

!i--.uie   97 

Society  1-3'.  732 

  222,  431,  732 


222 

,729 


(Jity  Iloniiropalltic  Hos]>ital  

Female  (Orphan  Asylum  of  St.  \  iiiceiii  ,  .  .431,  43; 

Friendless,  Home  for  the   43I 

(Juardi.in  Society  and  Home  for  the  P"riendles>.43l,  731 
Home  for  the  Aged,  Little  Sisan>  of  the  Piior  .431,  432 

Aged. Men..,  432,732 

"      ■  the  Friendles--  and  Guardian  Society .  431 

"        the  Orphans  of  St.  Peter's  432,  720,  730 

Hospital,    Albany  City  221,222,431 

Alms  house   222 

"        Child's  222,431,732 

"         Homojopathic  an.d  Di-pensai'V  .  105,  222,  229 

"        for  Incurables  222,734 

"         St.  Peter's  221,222,431 

House  of  Shelter,  Tlie  Albany  432,731 

Incurables,  Hospital  for   2:2 

Insane,  Buildings  for   97 

Juvenile  DeUniiuents   108 

Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor  431,432 

Albany  Babies' 2"sursery   431 

Open  Door  .Mission   432 

Orphan  Asylum,  The  Albany  431,729 

"  "        St.  Vincent's  Female   432 

Home  of  St.  Peter's  Church  432,  729 

Public  Bath   727 

St.  Joseph's  Industrial  School   431 

Shelter,  House  of,  Tiie  Albany  432,731 

St.  Peter's  Church,  Orphan  Home  of  432,  730 

"      Hospital  221,222,431 

St-  Vincent  de  Paul,  The  Society  of   72S 

St.  Vincent's  Female?  (Jrphan  Asylum  432,729 

Charities,  'I'he  Board  of   429 

!    charter.  Tile  Genera!  Prov  ision?  of   484 

I    r'holera  V.pidcmic  of  1832,  The  -   214 

Chri>tian  "iVork  in  Alliany  ,   727 

ClIUHCllES  — 

I  Adventists   749 

Baptists   749 

"      First   749 

"         "     African   750 


-Second 


50 


Calvary   7^0 

"      Emanuel   7^0 

State  Street   750 

"     'I'ubernaclc   749 

"     'Washington  Avenue   750 

"  "  Street   750 

Catholic  (Roman)  Assumption,  Church  of  the.  .756,757 

"  "      Holy  Cross  (German)   756 

"          "      Immaculate  Conception,  Cath- 
edral of  

"  "      Our  Lilly  of  .Vngels  (fierman) . 

"  "      Oiu-  L.idy  1  (elp  of  Christians.  .  . 

"  "      .Sacred  1  lea  1 1  of  fesus.  Parish  of 

St.  Ann"-i  

"  "      St.  lohn  ~  

"  St.Josqih's  

"  "     St.  Marv's  

"  "     St.  Pat  Lk's  

Congregational,  First   75S 

"  Second   75S 

Evangelic.d  

"        (German  .Associated,  Church  of... 


754 
75" 
75^' 
757 
75'J 
754 
755 
750 

750 


y62 

763 


"        First  Germau  Lutheran   763 

"        ^t.  John's  

"        St.  I'aul's  

"  Trinity  

Ejiiscopal   75S 

"       All  Saint.-:,  Cathe^lral  of   70! 

"       St.  Paul's   700 

"       St.  Peter's   75S 

"       Trinity   760 

"  Grace  

'        1  loly  Innocents  


703 
763 
763 


I  febrew . 


762 
761 
76? 


/xni:x. 


Hebrew,  An^lie  Knictli  

Bethel  

"  •'  Jacul)  

Liberal  

"     Albany  Associated  ■  

L.utlieran  

"       First  GcniKiii   

Methodist  Ki)iscoiial  

"  "       Fe.rry  Street  

"  "        Hudson  Street  

"  "       Mission,  The  Open  Door, ,  . 

"  "       Open  Door  Mission  

IVesbyterian  

First  

"  Second  

"  Third  

"  Fourth  

Fifth  

Sixth  

'•        Stale  Street  

"  United  

West  End  

Quakers  

KelbriucJ   

First  

"  Second  

Third  

"  F'ourth  

Holland  

Snirituali-ts  

Liiiiversaiists  

Unitarian  

Circjit  Court  United  States  

Citizens'  Association  of  Albany  

City  Hall,  The  Kobuildin^'  of  

"  Ofiieers  

"  Thysii.ians  

Clalius  aijainst  the  County   

Clubs  and  Sporting  Associations.  

Coboes  Tail  

Colore<l  People  oi. .  

Colonial  Confcn  i-.c-s  

"       i  hitch  "eridd   2 

Knt;!i,h    '•   V  3- 

"       Military  AOairs,  Wars,  etc....  

Commercial  Interests  of  Albany  

Comptroller,  The  1,17, 

Congresses,  Stale,  rrovincial  and  CoiUinental  

Constitutional  Connnis,si()ns  , 

"  Anieiidni' .tits  

Contest  over  a.  T  awyvi  S  llill  

Contract  aud  Apporn'onmeut  Hoard  

Convention,  The  i'rivlncial  

"  Constitutional  

Corporation  Counsel,  The  4S1 

Coroner,  The    1 16,  1 10 

Coun'rs  — 

Circuit   

Distru  t,  I'nittil  Slates   ...   

I'irst  afucr  tl.e  F'evolution  

"    at  Allj.my  under  the  ( 'oiistitution  

Last  Ccloiiia!  at  Albany  

Mayor's  

Supreme,  under  first  Stale  Coi'Stitution  

County  Bounty  I'lnul  


Dentistry    

Departmeru,  VV.z,  The  

Draft,  Objections  to  the  

Discovo  y  of  New  \  ork  , 

bv  Hudson  

bV  Wrra/an.)  

Pis'.iict  Attorney  oi  C'ounly,  The. 

Dudley  ( >b:;crvatory,  'I'he. .  

1  Hitch  Colonial  I'ei  iod   

"     Governors,  Tlie  

"     West  India  Company  . . ,  , 


I'.arly  (.'uucls  of  .'vlliany  (.'ountv 
''     Lei'i-,lative  Act.-;  ,  , 


.  St.), 


7f''3 
763 
7f'3 
764 
763 
763 
764 
768 
768 
733 
431 
7O8 
769 
769 
769 
769 
769 
769 
770 
770 
770 
770 
770 
770 
771 
771 
771 
771 
771 
772 
772 

439 
121 
114 

■479 
48  ? 
86 
745 
J'7 
7-.5 

417 

-24S 

609 

443 
418 
442 
9 
95 
4^3 
418 
418 
482 

T.'.I 

439 
139 
[2y 
130 

128 

I 

'3o 

100 

707 
519 

94 
I 

-W 
4- 
117 
682 
248 
46 
45 

123 
82 


I'.arly  Feachc-rs  in  .\lbany  County   265 

lulucation,  History  of   248 

Kdi'c  \  l  li>\,\L— 

Albany  .Academy   CS3 

•'       Female  Academy   685 

'•       Institute   O90 

Business  ColleL;e   688 

Christian  Brothers' Ac.idemy   C87 

Collei^e  (iraduutes   261 

Dudley  C>bservalory,  The    682 

Education,  Higher  .iiid  Profes.-.iun.il   260 

'■          Dutch  and  I'Jiijlish  Colonial   24S 

Hiijh  School   697 

lutiusirial  School   688 

"    St.  Joseph's   432 

Lancaster  S'jhool   694 

Law  School   6S0 

Libraries,  F'arly   2t')0 

Norm.il  School  266,  679 

Private  Ldacatioii  258,  Z59 

Public  F^ducalion   694 

•'    Schools   695 

Regents  of  the  University   267 

Sacred  Heart,  Academy  of   6S6 

St.  Agnes'  School   6S7 

St.  Joseph's  Iiiduslri.il  Sclv  .o!   432 

School  CommissioiK.TS   266 

Schools  alter  the  UeV'.'luliou   263 

State  Supt-riutendeiice   268 

Te'achers'  Institutes   267 

Elections  82,  1 17 

Electors                                                             ....  440 

Englisl;  Governors   2 

Fn_Mneer  and  Surveyor.  The   4S3 

'      "                '■■    443 

FJiigravini;     737 

Kntomolot;)  of  the  County   30 

Excise   ICO 

Express  Business  in  County   317 

Farm  Aniinals  in  County   329 

Farming  in  County   326 

b  erries   .;89 

Finance,  i'.otird  of   482 

"        Department   519 

Fire  Alarm  Telegraph   521 

Fires,  The  Prevention  of   485 

FirM;  Setllenirnt   48 

Fishes  of  tlic  County                                               .  30 

I'loricultuie  iii  County   333 

France,  War  with  ,   4 

Freemasiuis   718 

I'nnded  Debt,  The   315 

(ieography  of  County.   12 

t;eoloj,;y  of  the  County   17 

<ieoloL;ical  Hall,  The   445 

'•        Survey  of  the  State    267 

Go'.ernors,   1  he  F',ni;lish   2,  379 

'■'           '■     I  hitch   46 

"         Liettenant,  f  he   442 

( 'iO\  1 1  nors'  M  iii:  ions,  I'he   443 

Health.  The  Slate  Board  of   116 

I  fi;;h  School,  1  11.-   697 

Hills  ol  the  (Jounty   12 

History  of  County,  The  Early   So 

Homicides  in  County   304 

Ilonveopathy  in  County.  Polemii;s  of   228 

Horticulture  in  County   333 

Il-ispil.il,  .Mbam   221 

St,  I't'ici'-i   221 

"       HouKvopathic   229 

House  of  .'^heller.  The   431 

Hudson  River,  Tlie    15 

Ikuison's  Discovery  of  New  Vork   44 

Indians,  .Ml  virs.  Commissioners  of   41 

•'      I.!du(.ation  .md  Civib/ation  of   37 

"      F'ive  Nations   i 


!"£;: 
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I' ACE 

Indians,  Tro(|uoi.s,  The   34 

"      Lands   36 

"      Iradus,  Treaties,  etc   40 

Tn-ipector  of  Steaml;oat3   484 

"        \Vei;^dus  and  Measures    484 

Insuiance  Companies  of  Alljaiiy   526 

"        Patrol   527 

Internal  Improvements   9 

"      Revenue   43S 

Iroquois  Indians,  The   34 

Islands  of  County   13 

Jails  of  County  99,  347 

"  Cohoes  

Journalists  and  Journalism  SS'^'S?? 

Judges,  Salary  of   103 

Knights  of  Pythias    720 

Lieutenant  Governor   442 

Land  Surface  of  County   12 

Lands  of  Albany  County   82 

"     Patents,  Titles,  etc   292 

Last  Colonial  Court  at  Albany   128 

Lawyers  of  the  Colonial  Period,  The   128 

"       in  Albany  in  1884,  List  of  152-154 

Lf.oal— 

Albany  County  Pench  and  I>ar,  HiNtory  of   123 

Clerks    156 

Courts,  of  Appeals   127 

"     of  Common  Pleas                               126,  155 

"      Early,  The   123 

"      First  Under  Constitution   130 

"      First  After  Revolution   129 

"      Last  Colonial   128 

"      Mayor's   126 

"      Probate   155 

'•■      Sessions  124,  158 

"      Supreme   126 

"           "      Under  First  Stale  Constituiiun .  (30 

District  Attorney   156 

Judges  and  OHier  Court  (Officers   154 

drand  [urors.    See  Jurors. 

'"'          Oath  of   127 

Jurors,  Drawing  of   106 

"     Grand  77,  102 

Legislative  Onuers  from  Albany  Cipunty   353 

Mansions,  Tho  Governors'   443 

M.irshal,  Tile  ("ity   484 

MANniAcrUKEs  — 

Agrieidtural  Machinery   573 

Albany  Saw  \V(.i  ks   575 

"     Steam  Trap  Company   574 

Pakers   562 

liakiiij.;  Powders   563 

ISecf,  Mutton  and  pork   i;63 

Peer,  Lager   556 

J'iscuit  Works,  The  Larrabee   563 

Plinds,  Sashes  antl  Din-is   593 

lloiiers.  Engines,  etc  .'   574 

Boots  and  Shoes     605 

Brass  Works   594 

Brewing   556 

Brewers,  List  of   558 

Brick   582 

Brushes   606 

Bureau  of  b'.nglui'ering  and  Surveying  

Butchering  and  Marketnig   563 

Car  Wheels   575 

Can  iages,  'Sleighs  uui  Trucks   593 

Cigars   4113 

Coach  Furni.-.hing   5S1 

Coffee  and  Rice  Mills   564 

Cooperage   594 

Cork  Works   600 

Dentistry   707 

Distilling   561 

Doors,  Blinds  and  Sashes   593 

Drain  Tiles   585 


Dredges  

Emery  Wheels    

Enameled  Cloth  

Engineers  

I'arming  

Files  and  Rasps   

I'ur  (ioods  

Furniture  and  Othi  r  House 

Gl.)bc  

Harness  and  Saddlery  (iood 

Furni-ihings  

Hats  and  f  ur  (joods  

House  .Supplies  

Ice  l)0.\es  

InMi  .Machines  and  Funnshnigs  . 

"  Ware  

"  Works  

Japanned  W^ue  

Labor  and  Laborers  

Lager  Beer  

Larrabee  Biscuit  WVirlc;,  The.  .  . . 

Lasts  

Law  Book  Publishers  

I,eather  and  Findiiigs   

Lumber  

Machinery,  Agricultural  

Maltsters  and  Prrwers  

Manuf.ictnring  Inierests  of  Alban; 
Marble  and  Monumental  Works. 

Milling  

Nail  Works  

Nickel  Works  

Oil-cloth  

Oils  

Paper-Hangings  

"  Works  

Pattern  "   

Photography  

Piano  Manuf.icture  

Painting,  Plain  and  Decorative  . 

Pottery  

Powders,  Baking  

Pork,  Butchering   

Printers  and  Printing  

Saddlery  

Sashes  and  Blinds  

Saw-Sets  

"    Works  ' 

School  Furniture  

Ship-buildin.;  

Shirts,  Collars  and  Culls,..  

Silvervvari'  

Sleighs  ami  Trucks  

Snutr  

Soap  and  Candle-making. ..... 

Special  Officers  Connected  with  Ih 

Albany  County  

S])ice  and  Coflee   

Spokes  ..' 

Sta  lionery   

.'^te.itn  Dyeir.g  and  Scouring  

"     Trip  Company,  'I'lie  Albany.  .  . 

Stoves  '.  .  . 

Table  and  ICnaineled  Oil-cloths  

Tobacco  ,ind  SnulT  

Tin  Plate  Goods  and  Japanned  Ware.  . 
d"o\vnsen<l  l'"urnace  and  Machine  Sho[ 

Ti  'wing  1  ,ines  

Trucks  

Trunks  

Vnx.g  ir   

W  ire  Goods  

Wood  Machinery  

"      P.icUing  IVixes  

M.\^  ORs  di'  AI,l).\^^' — 

Abeel,  John  

l>aneker.  Evert  

ISanks,  A,  P.leecker  

Barclay,  John  

lieekman.  fohn  l.icob  
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Trunks  and  Coacli 
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l.lcccker,  Cl..ulc>  !■:  

"  Jaiijaiijo  

"         lolianlics,  Jr  

•<  kut-cr  

IJlood'^fioil,  I  rjiicis  

I'orniiis;,  lirarii;^   

C'uvlcr,  A'.jraliaiii  C  

"  CiMiicliu-  

"  [ohaniici  

Dc  Pcyster,  I.i'.ianucs  

Uudley,  Cluirlos  K  

Douu  ,'  X  olUci  t  T)  

IlaiiiCii,  tia'is  

"  IL-iidrick  

Iloliaiid,  l-!'l\vai<l  

Hiim[)lircys,  l  iiciiil  

Jeiikiti.s,  I-.li-!:a  

[udson,  l-'.  l.mr.ul  L  

Lansing,  John,  Ir  

Liviiigstor,  Ki)!itrl  

Paige,  [o'.ui  Koy^'s  

rannalco,  William  

Terry,  Eli  

Ratlilioiic,  jarcfl  L  

Ryckmaii,  Alli-rt  

Sandi-is,  Robert  

Schuyler,  I  lavid  

"  J(;liannes  

"         lohn,  Jr  

"  Myndeit  

"  iv'tor  

Spencer,  Ambrose  

Staatb,  liartnt  1'  

Swinburne,  1 H'.  jolm   

Taylnr,  John  

Ten  Ihixek,  Abraiiam  

"  l>irck  

Thacher,  (ieo.  11  

Tow  ribtiid,  Frar.klin  

"  John  

Van  I'rugh,  I'cter  

Van  Ronn^ekxer,  I'liilip  S  

Van  Schaick  Sylirant(/  

\'an  \  eclitrn.  Tennis   

Wessels,  l)irck  

Yates,  Alir.ilinni  

Medicine  in  AUiuiiy  '.'oiinty,  lliitory  ot".  .  . 
Meteon>l')i.;y  n|  liie  (.'(lunty.  Table.i  <>t,  etc. 

Mexican  \'i  ar,  ilie  

MlI.ITAI.V-  - 

Cadet>  al  \\.--t  r..int  

Grand  An;iv  u'  ihr  l>'.'.i>id]llc  

lndc'|ien(leiu  (  'iiiiipAnie-;  

Military  <  )rga:ii/aliuns  

The  Militia  cf  1775  7"  

llevolutiiin  u y  W  ar.  Alivr  llie  

Servii(.s  nl  All  any  l'iiNsician>  

Wai  I  ..,.n  r.       ,  .  . .  

*•      ^rclL^■',Iil^'^  ot' llir  War  <it  iSoj  .... 

"'biif r.ilo','  >■      (}..•  <  ,  ii'iiy   

'  hijt-i,j^,,,.,  K,.  ,,,,   

Mrsi.-  hi  AH-  uty  

.^hiiu.d  Awl  ^><,:ii.|ii;-,  


-N'jtuial  Hi-liiry  oi  thr  (.'.iiiiity  

"        "  u  iely,  1  he  Dana   .... 

Nayigalitin  d  t  b  d- m  Kiv  i.  r-,  1  'ji.'ning  ami  <  lo  ing  i  t, 

1'''15  '•'^'■'s  

Ni  w  Capitiil . .   

New  N\-lhet!:ind-,  "l  lu  l  iu;li>!i  L  laini  to  

New  W  ik  1  ii-o>ui  rv  .11,  .  '   I 

N'l'Nv-p.tpcrsint  .iijiiv.bie  Journ.i  list..  .I'n  I  J.  um  naii  m. 

Ti.'iui.erani.''  

'■        I'nblishiil  in  Towns  

^  'Mim!  Si;h(;o!,  n.r  St.i;.-  

Ni  u-  Vork  Male  l  ibrary  
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y.\i.f. 

'.J:;iCi.'r.>i  C'liiniectC'l  wi'.li  ln  bi-lrie.- i>t' xMb.iny  (,'>ii:i;y, 

Special   42c) 

Organi/ati'in  ,iiul  Ui\ i-i.m  ol  Cnunly   69 

Uiiiiiiie  ^ketl  he>  .•('  l'o\wi>  in(ji)ii!ily   72 

()\er-eLi>  ul  llie  Puoi.  See  P<ii>r. 

I'ali'(,:Ui>loL;y  "I  I  ■■nuily   I9 

I'apei>  I'alili-heil  in  .Mb.iny..    375 

Onici.il  Cniinlv,  The  'i(>,90,l2l 

P.!rk>,  The  Public..  .'.  '.  .  517 

Pa\enients   507 

1  'enilenti.iry  ^ioS- 

Pb.) .-ician.-,  lUngraphical  .Nule-^  ui   241 

"        The  Ciiy   4''3 

Pier,  The   480 

Poieniics  o:'  { binie. .pathy  in  ("nuiity   22iJ 

police  F'.>ri.e   107 

Political  Clubs   721 

poor,  Over.~eiMs  nt  Sj,  4S4 

"    Teniporay  ki.lit  !  of   •'^J 

llon-e. .  43,  452 

Popnl.itioji  of  Coinuv   275 

Po-t  Ohice,  U.  S.  .  .'   436 

Private  {'roperty  Taken  for  I'ublic  LVi..--   4S4 

Prope  rty  A>^e--eil   107 

Prov  inci.il  i\.-->einbli...-  .m.l  Con\ LMition-  -..  41S 

I'ublic     I  neat  ion   604 

"    CJliicer-i   442 

"    .'-chool-   695 

(^)'.ndrnped-  (.i'C'ouiily   29 

i'..iilro.i(ls  in  ( 'oniK  V   313 

Rainfall,  T.iblr  of  

Rc.il  b;>tate,  \  .ilualion  of   12I 

Relicllio'i,  W  ar  of,  '1  he   423 

1'i.ceivtT  of  Ta.\e~   4S2 

Record-- . and  Pook,  ;h',-  Public   122 

i' tliv^ioi;-,  In-linilioii-   749  77.J 

Kcr'.  -I  l.vcrw)  I  k  .iial  Piscruvck    4') 

Reptdc-  of  (.'oiiiiiv.  .    30 

ki  M-:ni;- Tin  I'.  S.  lull  1  11. d   438 

kevohilion,  CoiiuiKaicenient  oi    4 

"          i'.veiits  of   6 

"         Fii  st  Court  .liter     129 

River.--.   14 

Savii.gs  R  inks  ' .    533 

-Schools  of  the  Sia:r   () 

Si_lioL)ls,  the  St.ite  ."xiiin.-d   26.) 

"       (.'o;rnii--:-ion'rr>  in  (.'onnty   266 

"       Snpeririten  lent.-  iii(  cmnly   265 

Seiuitor.-:,  L'.  S.,  from  .Vlii.my  (  ciiiity   35I) 

Siitlement  of  .Mb.my,  Pii.-t   4S 

.S-u  er.ic;e   50', 

>h.d.ers  in  .Mb.iiiy  C'cuinly                                      .  .  337' 

.SiiMi.il  Seivice,  The  L'.  S   439 

Si'dvir,;^  I'll'.  1   472 

.'  1,1  very  ill  (  '.  miily    300 

.Old  ■-.  (1,.  •11  ■!■  .\a\  ii.;.itioa   4S6 

'^     11. 1  II  ;  -■ 

Adclphi   746 

.\i;rr.nltiir.d,  I  he  .\.  \'   33^ 

.\lb.iiiy  l.ic;el-:  Club   747 

"     Curling  Clid)   746 

"      Cili.'-.M!-;' AsM)cialio;i   121 

"      Ml  - 'tiary  and  d  rai  1   727 

"      Mil  ,i.  .il  .A<-o,  l.ition   7.J4 

"      Pliilh-iriiionic   745 

"      Tennis  Club    740 

"      Wonu  n'.s  I'm  l..iiij;e    7_',4 

'•      \\  >u  c  i'>  .SullVage  Svi  lely   73^ 

"      N'.icbtCliib   7.}S 

.\p[)llo  Sin.;;!!-/   745 

.■\- ;ociation,  l  lie  .Mbatiy  .Mu-ic.il   744 

Sporting..'   74^ 

P.ands  and  <     lir-tras   74S 

roat<  'liib,  I'lie  .Miiln.il   747 

(  '  vcill.i  .'^ingiii.;  .'^otioty,  1  he   74; 

Canoe,  '1  he  .^lo!ll\.atl  .  ,   74S 


viii 


i-A(.;i-; 

Cliautauijua  Literary  and  Scientific  Circle   688 

Christian  Teiuiicrance  L'nion,  'I'lie  Missionary.  .  733 

Dana  Natural  F  li.tory  Society   690 

Dickons'  Clul),  The   691 

1' reeniaioiis   718 

P'ort  ( )rani,'e  Club   746 

Gesang-Vcrein  Eintracht   744 

Good  Templars,  1.  O.  of   345 

Independent  (Jrder  of  ( iood  Templars   345 

Indian  A^^ociatio^,  The  Albany  Women's   734 

Island  Park  Racinij  Association   745 

KniL;hts  of  Pytliias   720 

Military  )')and.■^  and  Orchestras   748 

Mohican  Canoe  (Jlub   74S 

Mozart,  The   745 

Musical  Association,  The  L'nion   743 

Mutual  Aid  Society   72 1 

"      LSoat  Club   747 

New  llarmonia    745 

Nott,  The  John  C,  Association   747 

( )dd  Felli  u  s   719 

Philharmonic,  The  Albany   745 

Political  Clubs   721 

Racing  Association,  Island  Park   745 

The  Ridgelield  Club   747 

Roller  Skatin.^  r<inks   746 

Secret  Orders   718 

Social  Clubs   745 

Society,  Christian  Friend   732 

"       Temperance  340^344 

"        Musical   745 

Sons  of  Temperance   344 

Sporting  Association   745 

St.  Andrew',-.  Society,  The   726 

St.  Cieors  e's  lli  nevolent  Society,  The   726 

St.  Vincent  Dc  Paul     728 

Suffrage  Society,  The  Albany  Women's   735 

Temperance  Society,  M'he  340  344 

"         Sons  of   344 

"         Secret  S<jcicty  of   344 

Temple  of  Honor   345 

Tennis  C[\\\>,  The  Albany   746 

Union  Musical  Associati.)n   743 

Walnut  Club,  The   74!. 

Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union,  The..  .  .  733 

V/ovkingmen's  Assembly   1 21 

Women's  Union  Mjs.sionary  Society   734 

"       F.Kchange,  The  Albany   734 

"       Indian  Association,  The  Albany   734 

"       Suffrage   735 

Young  Men's  A-sociation   690 

"         "    Cliristiaii  Association    727 

"                     "            "          The  Railroad  72S 

Stage,  The  Albany  Theatrical   703 

Steamboats   487 

Superintendents  in  (bounty  .Schools   265 

Supervise  lis,  I'.oard  of  8o-i23 

SiAiE  or  Nkw  N  ouK"- 

Agrii  t\ltui  a!  Society,  The   335 

Attoi  ney-C.ent  :;i.l   442 

Hoard  ol  Contiacl  and  Apportionment   483 

"    of  Health   186 

Buildings  and  Pidilic  Offices  in  Alt)any   441 

Canal  Commissioners   443 

Capitol,  The  New   449 

'«           "       Commissioners  of   449 

"      The  Old   446 

Comptroller   443 

"          OHicc  of   97 

Census,  1S14  to  jSSii   276 

Constitulien.il  Ccjnventicins  ^41 

"           Cojuiiiissions  418,  4.(1,  44.2 

Contest  Concerr.ing  Clerk   97 

Early  Legislative  Acts  Relatirig  to   82 

Elections,  Change  of  Time  for  Molding   82 

Electors  ;   440 

Engineers   443 

Geological  Hall  ^45 

"        Survey,  The   267 

Governors'  .Mansions   443 


(iovernors.  The  Lieutenant  

Hall,  The  New   

'•    The  Old  

"    The  tieologic.il  

Health.  State  Board  of  

Inspectors  of  Weights  and  Measures  

Library  of  

Legislature  

State  of  New  York  

Statistics  of  

.Mansions  of  CJovernors  

Normal  School,  The  f  irst  

Officers    

Public  Buildings    

Railroads  of  

Provincial  CongrenS  of  

Schools  of  

Secretary  of  

Treasurer  of  113, 

Superintendents  

Surveyor- (jeneral  

Supervisors,  Boai  d  of  County,  35,  So  85,  92,  99,  loS, 

Surveyor-General,  'I  he  

Surveyors  and  Engineers  

Streets  

"      Commissioners  of  

"      Department  of  

"  TmprovenieMts  

"  Lighting  


Ta.xation,  Equali/atlim  of  

"       Percentage  ol  

"       Receiver  I  if  

"       State  and  County  

Teachers,  Early,  in  Albany  Cmmiy  

Telegra]ih,  l  lie  Fire  Alai  111  

Tciiiperalure,  Table  of  

Temperance  Work  in  County  

"  Ne\Vs|-);ip(TS  

Theatre,  see  Stage. 

To]iography  of  Couniy  

Towns  oi-  Alb.\ny  Coln  i  v  - 

Berne,  Outliiu-  Sketch  of  

Bethlehem,  "  ■'   

Coey mans,  '  •  "    .  74, 

I  Cohoes,  "  "   

I  Colonic,  "         .  "   

Guilderland,  "  "   

Knox,  "  "  

New  Scotlanil,       "  *'   

RensselaerviUe,      "  "   

Watervliet,  "  "   

Westerlo,  "  "   

Town  liouiuhirie.-.,  .YIteralioii  of   . 

Townshiiis,    Cities,    Incorporated  X'lilages,  N'ill.ige^ 

and  Neighborhoods  in  Count)-,  L,ist  of   2t)n, 

TRAVKI.  and  TRA.NSl'OKTA  ria.N  - 

Basin,  The  Albany  

Bridges  across  Ihe  Hudson  

(.  'nial,  Erie:  Its  Kelatim^  tn  Alb.iii  i"  

Docks,  Wharves  and  Basin  496, 

Fen  iis   

Hudson,  The  Na\igation  o*  

?'Javigati<in,  .'■^loup^  and  Sclmoni-rs  

Pier,  The  

Kail«  ays,  'I'he  .Mhany  

"        Albany  and  Vermont  

"         .Mb.iny  and  Susi|UelianiKl  

"         I5o>ioii  anil  .\ll)anv  

Depots  '  

"         St  n  et  

W.  st  Shore  

sloops  aiivl  .-"i liooiiers,  Xa\igation  

Treasurer.  C^oiuitv .  98, 101,10 105, 108, 1 13, 122,3SS,44h. 
State.'.  .  . 
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United  SrATt'.s  — 

Buildings.  Public  433,435,441 

Court.--,  Circuit   439 

'«      District    439 
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Conijress,   RcprL'-ciitat-ivcs  (Vdiii  Alliany  

Cvistom  Himsi.'  

Klcct<)r>,  Pi\'-iiiiMiti,il  

CidVf  1  iiinL-ni  jjiiilfliiiLC^,  IjuiMini's. 

Ilisjieclors  nl  sti.;:ii}liM!>  

IntL-riial  Kcnciu.i.  Oliuf  

IiistiUiticn,^  in  .VIImiiv  C'liiuil)   

Officers  ill  Alljaiiy   County  433,  4,';q, 

Post  Oliice  ill  Alii.iiiy  

Presidential  KIcctovs  

Kt'prcsciuativc-s  in  Coni^rrss  

Revenuf  Oiiicj,  Internal  

Senators  t'rijiii  All)an\-  County  

Si:^iial  Scr\  icL-  

Steamboat  Ii!S[u-ctors  

Union  of  City  ar.'l  (.oniity  Affairs  

Vahiatioii  i;t  Real  Estate,  Increased  

Verrazano,  Discovery  by  44, 

War  with  France  

"    n'ith  Mexico  

"    of  1812  7,  419, 

"    of  the  Rtbeilioia  .,.423, 

"       "      Revolution  4,  391, 

"    Kiii;^  Geort;e's  

"       "'  William's  

"    Oiieen  Anne's  

"    Old  Fretich  and  Indian  3S8, 

Walter  Stiiiply,  The  City  

VIEWS. 

Map  of  Alban)  and  Schenectady  Collntie^. 

Old  English  Cliarch  antl  Fort  Frederick  

Cirouiid  Plan  of  old  h'ort  

tiovernment  IjuiidinL;  

Geological  I  lal!  

New  State  Hall  

The  New  Capitol  

The  Steamer  Clermont  

Plan  of  Alliany,  1676  

1695  

"     Wabhington  Park  

Slate  Street,  looking  I'last  

The  Wendell  House  

The  Stephenson  1  lonse  

North  Pearl  and  State  Streets  . .  

"       "     Street,  above  Maiden  Lane  

"       "        "      first  view   

"       "         "      second  view  

Market  Street,  near  Stale  

"        "      first  view  

"        "      second  view  

Old  Staats  Home  

"  Lansing  House  

Van  Der  Hcyden  Palace    

Patroon's  Mansion  

■  Schuyler  Mantioii  

Robert  Vatcs'  House  

Lodge  at  Rural  C'emetery  
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Wiime,  Walter   492 

Wood,  Darius  S   574 

Woodnitr,  Dr.  Uunloke  206-20S 
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Winiie,  Juriaii   798 
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N'ates,  Abraham,  Jr   662 

'•    John  V.  N  134,135 

'•     Robert    131 


CORRIGENDA 


Inaccuracies  in  proof- readinc;,  easily  corrected  by  any  i:i- 
tellijjent  reader,  arc  not  noted. 

I'agc  I. — The  note  at  the  l>ottom  ot'  the  pa^^'e,  contr.jdicfiiit; 
the  text,  inserted  v.-ithout  the  kao\vletl'.;e  ot' the  writer, 
is  regarded,  by  him  as  niakinj;  .-.tatenients  not  founded 
on  the  best  authority. 

I'age  2. --Omit  the  two  last  periods  in  Chapter  II,  llrst  par- 
agraph, beginninr;  with  "The  Hudson  River;"  also, 
the  gratuitous  note  at  tlic  bottom  of  the  page. 

Page  14. — L.ist  line,  first  column,  read  "2.61  feet"'  instead 
of  "  ly^i  fecr;  "  and  in  the  note,  a  little  less  than  three 
feet. 

Page  41. — Under  July,  169S.  read  "Hcndriek  Hansen"  in- 
stead of  House.'" 

Page  43. — Last  line  sa/e  one,  in  hrst  column,  "probably" 
should  read  "propcily." 


Page  73. —  Line  II,  from  bottom  of  second  column,  read 
'•Joel  "  instead  of  "Jared  L. "  Mayer,  1838-41.  Al.so, 
line  20,  "Colonel  Philip,"'  of  revolutionary  fame,  and 
not  "Mayor  PInlip,  '  had  hi.i-  seat  at  (.  herry  Hill.  S(.e 
page  29!. 

Page  61S. — Tabernacle  in  place  Emmanuel. 
Page  675. — Fir'^t  hne  of  poie,  read  "Jiarnard"  in.5tead  of 
"  li.'ainard." 

Page  679.— David  P.  l'a:^e  was  first  Principal  of  Albany 
Norma!  School.  The  "  I,cgi>lative  Act"'  was  passed 
May  7,  1S44. 

Page  691.— Read  "  .Academian  "'  in  place  of  "-\cademi- 
cian." 

Page  697.  —  In  line  33,  second  column,  read  18.^9.  and 
"Lodge"  in  place  of  "Lady's." 
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126,  154,  155,  25.1,  354,658,  659;  AI)ercroMd)ie,  380:  Able, 
490;  Abletl,  962;  .-\brahamse,  272;  Abrams,  295,  936,  948, 
975,  ')97;  Abuniss,  769;  Acker,  152,  721;  Ackermau,  637, 
716,  831;  Acres,  021;  Adams,  90,  98,  loo,  I02,  13^,  mo, 
175,  209,  224,  257,  263,344,  354,  355,  373,  305,  4l\, 
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Delaney,  968;  Delano.  980;  ]')elavan,  216,  221;,  226,  243, 
335.  341,  342,  375.  37'''.  439.  459.  30°.  53'.  652,  684,  729, 
752;  De  Fa  Veri,'iie,  928;  Delehanly,  98,  152,  474.  475, 
476,478,  479,  515,  519.' 597;  Delevan,'  Gtp;  Dellius,  41 ,  272, 
466,  659.  771;  ]Jj  Fon^',  06,  793,  830,  892,  893,  903,  906, 
910;  Deio.Mi;,  98,  354,  852,  894;  Del\e.  99(');  be  .Maiollo, 
I;  De  Mar;;iieriles,  705;  J 'cni.arest,  809,  926,  930,  040;  De 
Marks,  935;  Deinerest,  899;  De  Meyer,  253;  De  Milt,  951; 
Demi^en,  789;  Deining,  15,2;  Denipsey,  190;  Deniers,  361;  , 
Dcnalier,  152;  I 'cnlisri; li,  934;  Denio,  159,  281,  282,286, 
287,  367,  375,  376,  934:  Dem'son,  711,  Sol,  814,  819,  .S23, 
870,  879;  Deiir.i.ni,  267;  Dennick,  210,  788,  902,  907,  908; 
Denier,  703;  Denni^on,  103,  104;  Deinn'>ton,  525,  520,620; 
F)enny,  704;  Denonville,  3;  Dc  Norman,  73;  Dent,  553; 
Depew,  450;  De  I'eyster,  42,  155.  379.  661;  dc  Peystcr, 
660;  Derboos,  926;  ]  'erhy.  613;  De  Rcamess,  802;  de  Kens. 
51;  de  Khani,  445;  De  Ridder,  704;  de  RochamUcan.  674; 
De  Uoseers,  973:  Derniolt,  982;  Dorvecr,  214:  De  Sales, 
752;  De  .Salle.  7211;  Desnuind,  308;  Destilk:toi-,  7(1;;  Dc 
Tiere,  587;  Dcf  liii.  98  5;  De vendorl,  629;  i  >c\  en  ci  i\ ,  ;2(i; 
Dcvereux,  104.  106.  108,  014,  015,  918.  qu;,  ')2o;  Dcvini:,  | 
191;  Dcvi.e,  90.  92,  93,  401,  7(16,  809,  817,  820,  S26,  841, 
843,  S47,  849,  906;  Devol,  211,  235,  295,  8tji:  De  Vries,  13. 
53;  Devyr,  376;  De  \Ve\er,  273;  Dewey,  176;  lie  W  itt,  4.^, 
152,  171;  2^"t,  267,  330,  440.  443,  .\.\6,  447,  523,  52(.,  527, 
529,  531,  534,  (.13,  635,  735,  741,  761,  771,  772,  919;  Dc 
\Voll,  234,  450:  1 'cjerniand,  479;  Dexter,  89,  U40.  ly\~,  648, 
667;  Dcyo,  '7211;  De  /vn\s,  7(1;  Dc  Zouclie,  212;  Dil.ble, 
9ti;  Dick,  42,  127;  Dicker,  987;  Dickey,  568,  571;  Dicker- 
man,  479,  481,  521.  706,  710,  717;  Dickorsun,  179;  Dickin- 
son, i''3.  925,  975;  Dickson,  210,  431'),  517,  032,  716.726, 
740,  771,  788,  8)3.  904,  1)07,  924;  l.)icdn'ck,"936;  Dielcn- 
dorl',  811;  Dieskau.  381);  l.Jielz,  73,  401,  441,  559,  597,  598, 
723,844;  L>illciil)cck.  ('13;  Dillius,  39;  Dillon,  471);  Dinj^- 
nian,  274,  906.  907;  Din^^'s,  1)41,  ,94^;  Dinguell,  335;  I'iii- 
nelord,  704;  Dircks.  123;  Dirk  , a,  272,  273;  Dishroc,  971; 
Dishrnvv,  92,  1)3,  354,  923,  92O.  028;  Dix,  ll,  17S.  2118,269, 

354.  375.  37''.  440,'  4  4  W.  44^.  6V5.  7i5-  737.  7''0. 
9(>4:  liixon,  .141,  585,  5.S6,  587,  9(17,  908,  071,972,973; 
Doanc,  5+^,  687,  759,  760,  761,  762,  960,  961;  Dobler,  559; 


Dvickstader,  968;  liodds,  4:5,  71 1:  Dodi^e,  102,  103,  104, 
6^5,  619,  937,  960,  <)62,  971;  Dodwortli.  744:  F'o.lker.  731; 
Doersclier.  934;  J  >olierty.  626:  Doi<;.  592.800.810;  Dolan, 
92,  987;  Dollar.  841,  901,  903;  iJoin.  9S7;  D.^niery,  655; 
Doinke,  789;  Don.dioe,  474,  479,  480:  Doncas:ei-,  521, 
594,  972;  Dingin,  10,  12,  69,  71,  72,  272,  289.  298,  379, 
383,  458,  461,  463,  657.  987;  Doni^e.  726;  Doni;<m,  3;  Don- 
Ion,  908;  F'onlop.  556,  752;  itonnclly,  147,307;  Doiioluie. 
476,  9S7,  98S;  Donovan.  716;  Doody,  98;  Dooley,  98; 
Doolitde,  107,  737,  915;  Doran,  677,  720,  753,  756;  Dore- 
nuis,  734;  Donnai),  354,  831,  923.  928,  989;  Dornctt,  637; 
Dorr,  155,210.  4^1.0,529,  603,  934;  F'otey,  071;  Dotter, 
102,  103,  loS;  Doty.  354,  Soo,  806,  S09,  820,  886,  951,  964; 
Doubleday,  700;  Dou!,dierty.  O56;  Douyl.as,  841;  Douglass, 
230,  526,  532,  571,  611.  626.  637,  708;  Doiuv.  40,  42,  128, 
129,  155,  261,  273,  274,  337,  353,  385,  391,  399,  401,  405, 
407,  411.  4t-,  413-  418,  409,  494,  528,  534,  572,  (>ii,  020, 
621,  632,  642,  660,  661,  (179,  731,  945;  Dover,  ,8.j.8;  Dowd, 
91;  Dowdney,  701;  Dowlinu;,  565;  Downey,  308;  lJo«nin--, 
15^.  245.  333.  375-  747;  i-iows,  55S,  644;  box-,  156,340, 
401,  438,  442;  Doyle,  154.  568.  957,  968,  971,  973;  Draeycr, 
156,  3S0;  Drake,  424,  550.  704,  752,  912,  914;  Draper,  152, 
198,  346,  355,  699;  Drev.-.  4S9,  705;  Dreyer,  152;  (FRid- 
der,  385;  Drisii;.-,  251;  Drum,  924;  Drurnni,  843,  8()9; 
Druuuuond,  789;  Duaue.  42,  130,  131,  354,  410,  523,  622; 
Dubois,  413,  420,  940.  926,  988;  Du  Cois,  212.  230;  Du- 
buque, 620;  Ducliarne,  427;  I)udlcy,  173,  354,  440,  524, 
526,  529.  611,  662.  663,  677,  6S2,  732,  73S,  751,  752;  Duel, 
817;  Dueil.  877;  Duer,  137,  138,  142,  154,  267,  354.  359, 
373,  760;  Duff,  100;  Duffan,  752;  Dutly,  304,  376,704,705, 
750,  751,  970,  973,  977,  988;  Du!;,ui,  308,  638,  763;  FMi'^as, 
75''-  757.  75'^;  Du'^.ist,  966:  Dulin.  343;  Dunuuer,  621,  637; 
l)uni(int,  103,  899;  F'unbai,  305,  7'io;  Duncan,  354,  962, 
963,  964;  Duidiani.  613,  616,  977;  Dunison,  402;  Dun.kei- 
meyer,  211;  Dunlap,  558,  703,  942,  945,  962;  r)unlop, 
90,' 91,  260,  355,  559,  "560,  69+,  752,  977,  982,  991: 
Duimiore,  5,  10;  Dunn,  328,  332,  334,  621,  647,  651, 
671,  08;'),  687;  DunniL;an,  164,  306,  307;  Dunjdiy,  119; 
Dunsbach,  30S,  935,  o^S;  Dunsc:)ad),  613;  Dupany,  305; 
Durand,  589,  737,  738:  Duran,  738;  Duri'it,  78,  92,  500, 
52/>,  5.34,  611,  621,  632,  633,  639.  650,  699,  770,  913, 
987,  997;  Duit'ee,  850:  Durfy,  820;  Duryee,  279;  Duseii- 
bury,  2J0,  613;  F')atclRr,  147,  613,  749,  870,  871,  937,  984; 
Duyriter,  49;  Duyvep.-i^li,  931;  D' Wandelner,  272:  Dwinlit, 
194,  266,  268,  3.21.  375.  37^'.  377.  430.  606,  639,  679,  7(6, 
743,  803:  Duyer,  108,  lot;,  481,  4S5,  651,  717.  903,  997; 
i)yckiaan,  46,  61,  62,  65,  297;  Dyer,  92,  152,  266,  30S, 
817,  819,  S20.  926,  977;  Dyne,  406;  Dynes^,  306. 

D.illon  iv  Kilibe,  612;  Davenport  &  Crowe,  854;  Dav. 
enpoit  &  i'Vedericks,  854;  F>avis  it  Jiaiicroft,  105;  I)avis 
&  Center,  43S;  Davis  &  Co.,  Is.  ('.,  642:  Davis \V  Craft, 
642;  Davis,  Craft  &  Wilson,  642:  Davis  .S:  Son,  J.  A..  (lOo; 
Davis  &  Vaji  VVchten,  105;  Dawson  iS:  Co.,  377;  Dawson  & 
Lennox,  960;  Dayt(jn,  I'.all  ^'v;  Co.,  597;  Ftederick  Bros., 
5S9:  Dederick  iJc  Co.,  P.  K.,  ';73;  Ih:  Forr<.st.  Patten  & 
Co.,  (113;  De  Graff  &  Co.,  O.  D.."  ^i>^:  Dclelianiv  i^v:  Son, 
U.,  638;  F.)enio,  [ohn  &  Kicluu ds"  S^th,  375;  De  Witt  .S: 
Xjphcw,  613:  Do  Wilt  kv:  Spour.  152;  Dey,  Wm.,  646; 
Dickson  &  Son.  V.  A.,  r)i4;  I^oiiw  iv:  C^o.,  V.  P.,  642; 
i  i  iw.-,  Carv,  644;  Drap.  r  &  (  lie-ler,  152,  198;  Di  nin  l*^- 
l'o.-.>oin.  (i:'4:  D'lfly  Fori es*.  704;  Duff) .  IMcCi'lk  cli  iS: 
j  Aii<..us.  376:  D.inliain  A:  Co.,  ).  W.,  613;  Dunn  >S;  Co.,  R. 
(3.,  I  41,  1171;  Darant  iV  Co.,  632,  630;  Darant  &  iMinorc, 
639:  Duraiil  \  McKi^sick,  (132:  Diir.uil,  W.      C,  i\\2. 

Fadie.  923;  F.irl,  881,  8S2,  901,  905,  <)74:  Fark',  159; 
F'arls.  S41,  S40:  Farley,  91,  92,  (13.  83.1;  F.ailv.  (14;  K  i  -teily, 
420,64(1;  I'iaslnian,  113,  115.  430,  (>.t3,  937;  Faslon.  i'),  20S, 
39.^,  613,  614,  078,  (190,  6o().  861,  1)113;  I'^astwood,  963,  ()7i, 
072;  i:alii)i,  152,  2t>i,  267,  44S.  4-19,  450.  498.  5S7,  013.  (114, 
728,  743,  80b,  8S2,  905,  996;  I3)cl,  562;  F.ljerliinr,  763: 
FLbert,  562:  Eccles,  071,  972;  Fcclesine,"  loS;  I'xkhart.  907; 
FAker,  128,  152.  872,  875,  S76,  023,  927;  llcob.  733,  7(hv, 
Fddiii^liiii,  900:  l!d  ly.  173.  523,  9(10;  F.d..;ar,  9<)6;  I".ili,ertnn, 
420,  740,  i)9():  Kdie,  8o'>;  Ediiicslon,  98,  09.  loo,  211,  21S. 
613;  Kdiiioiuls,  157,  158,  211,  281,  344,  70S:  Kdsoli,  559, 
(jQO;  Fdw.ird.  42,  78;  F.dwaids,  14I,  I42,  I.n.  152.  1 70, 
189,  201,  202,  203,  342,  533,  680,  (>8i,  (joo.  834.  911,  912, 
960;  Egan,95i,  970,  97j:  ligU-rts,  89,  132,  950,  956.  957, 
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c)6i,  9O7,  c)()^.  969;  Iv^orton,  5rS,  yiq;  ICi^'^ii-sLoii,  551,; 
Ehlc,  621;  I'.hler,  573;  I'i'Hit/.,  450:  EiljIiIs,  209,  2r3.  2:4, 
267.  4or,  407,  49S,  620,660,72^.946;  ICliierijci!,  205;  £ld- 
rii!';_;c,  ^67.  814-.  I'lli.ir;,  621;  Lliot,  10;  Elis,  911:  Elkins  13, 
45,"45S,  64.S,  706,  725,  775:  I",lfk>4!,  524;  Eiiiott,  379, 
429,  524,  737,  73>>;  Elli>,  119,  372,  O17.  C50;  EUi-on,  249, 
267,  "750,  760,  765;  Ellmakc'r,  950;  Ell.-,v, oi'tli,  425,  736, 
Elineiul'M-f,  73,  212,  420,  64S,  660,  731,  771.  S35:  Khnore, 
659;  El-asf,  "S5;;  Fly,  835:  l^mbiiry,  761;  Euiericli,  919: 
Enicrso'i,  752,  961;  Emery,  474,  S32,  903:  EmmcT,  132, 
n4.  I35>  I4't  592,  945:  ijiinuMt,  "Of),  707,  Emmons, 
iSo,  220,  267,  333,  375:  Einmott,  S44;  Einory,  21S; 
Emrick,  gll;  Eiulcrs,  934;  linear!,  950:  Encrai,  971. 
Eii:.;el;  652,  743,  803.  8ii.  81S,  817,  820,  S70;  Eiiijlc- 
hart,  91;  En!,'li>li,  91S:  Enni^,  770.  941 :  Enos,  420;  En- 
si._;n,    951:  Errliii.iun,  74S,   El■^cs^ol),   541 :  Eniuiml,  77, 

640,  690;  I'.rsldne,  193:  Ertle,  754;  ErtzbLrL;cr,  420;  Evu  in, 
3C-5,  781,892,  901,  903,  905.  (;G(3,  910,  911;  E->i-^eck,  525: 
Es.-elslyn,  406;  Estcs,  377:  Estway,  781.  789;  Evans,  237, 
410,  427,  477>  526,  592,  645,  940,  967,  977,  982:  Evart,  940; 
Evarts.  148,  161,  175,  iSo,  191,  212,  2S7;  Everett,  168, 
6S2,  6S5,  750;  Livers,  355,  474,  477,  478,  559",  I-vcrts.  948; 
Evertse,  10.  379,  519;  Everiscn,  535,  633,  722;  Evcrtson, 
519,  i;3v  980;  E«eii,  I90;Ewings,  190;  Einri'^'s,  S18;  liy. 
tiii'_;e,  705. 

Eariiii^  I'ros.,  562:  Easton  &  Co.,  C.  P  ,  613:  I'aton 
KircluiL-y,  4-t8;  Edson  Co.,  Cyrus,  559;  Edwards  & 
Mcadj,  201:  lidwards  S:  Sturlcvaiit,  189;  l^edicrts  I'luilcy, 
956:  Ei;s;lc.st(iii  6^  .Mi\,  559;  Eidlitz,  Richardson  &  Co.,  450; 
Ellis  oil  Co.,  Eiiwiii,  650;  EKacs  &  Phillev,  854;  Ermand  & 
Co.,  6.16;  Eva:is  &  liro.,  J.  R.,  643. 

IF" 

Faliritius,  764;  Fal,y,  479,  4S0,  Fair,  450,  517;  F.drb.ink, 
235 ;  I'airriiild,  179,  443;  Eairmaii,  71S;  Fairlee,  804,  Si 3,  .843. 
854.  S73,  S74,  877,  940;  I'aklo,  7l6;  Falardeaii,  973;  Fal- 
ardo,  154:  Eul'js,  575;  Falke,  632,  906;  Fanner,  3(7;  Laredo, 
3t9,  371;  Far'^uch;.'-'.  817;  I-Vinning,  829;  Farley,  419,  47vS, 
479;  Farlin,  677;  FaruuT,  4-iS;  Farnham,  420,  704,  752; 
Farnsworth,  422,  480,  510,  709,  711;  Farr,  343,  785;  i^ar- 
■■'fll,  337,  477,  519,  639,  080;- Farrvn,  152;  Fai rnigtoti,  (ji  1 ; 
Fasoklt;  641;  Fassclt,  03.  013,  014.  685,  744;  Faidk,  154, 
914,917,918,920;  Faiiike,  y  1 1 :  i  an'hri'ir,  704,784,960; 
Faxion,  322,  323;  Fay,  90,  210,  341,  713;  Fayer\>-cal lu;r, 
605;  Fayk-s,  476,  519,  712:  Fcarcv,  605,  644;  Fcarini:,  618; 
Fcatlit-rliy,  ()39;  I'faj licrstoidiau^j-h,  152,  153,  212,  214,  221, 
973:  F1.ciL-rick.92:  F(  !,;an,  212;  Frllov.-s,  92,  212,  39(1,  'J40,  972; 
Fclk'r,  92;  FcUiioii-,cn,  426;  kVltman,  i.^S,  90,  100,  102,  474, 

641,  750;  Fenn,  157:  FcnncUy,  212.983,  997;  Fcnner,  278; 
I'ctiton,  1 1,  l6r.  216,  ;;ig,  306,  .(44,  733,  S13;  For,  426:  I'crj^u- 
foii,  211,  739,  882,  90(;,  026,  971,072;  Fcro,94o;  I'Vros,  ()35; 
FcrrcH,  972;  Ferris,  616,  685,  686,  771,  914;  T'c^sendeii, 
602,  744;  Fetherly,  564,  841",  S46,  8.t7,  S51;  Fetter,  920; 
l  l'rance,  273;  Fiddler,  558;  Fidlcr,  556,  56();  Fii;ld,  173, 
558,  715,  996;  Filkin,  802;  Filkins,  171;  172,  230,  206,355, 
361,  420,  425,  438,  712,  804,  808,  818,  819,  S20,  823,  863: 
I'illinoic,  674,  715,  91)6;  ImiicIi,  230,  S20,  S54,  S70,  871, 
872,  873,  980;  ]'iid<,  91,  235,  51S;  i'inlcy.  749;  Finn,  106, 
154,  521;  I'inneran,  755;  Pirnian,  7S5;  Fish,  11,  130,  210, 
278,  4:;o,  443,  603,  712,  728,  7S5,  925,  947;  Fi.-clu.T.  Su4, 
809;  I'i-dier,  91,  154,  301,  302,  f.S.).,  677,  704,  763.  7t>6,  S>i  7, 
835,  841,  900,  028,  900,  988;  iMsk,  173,  213,  243;  Imu'ii.  30, 
156,  226,  [\\o,  436,  448,  479,  711,  712,  78S,  841,  853,  S93, 
900,  902,  906,  007,  910,  91 1 ;  Fitelu-tt,  401,988,  997;  Fitts,i54, 
Finney,  971;  Fit/ijerald,  100,  106,  638;  Fitzpatrick,  KX).  616. 
754.  755'  97.1;  Fil/.-imniuns,  478,  983;  Fla-'en,  793;  FJa£;i,', 
134,269,438,4.13,677,  708;  Fla^der,  103,  112,  113,  lij, 
210,  354,  742,  743,  781,  7S5,  892,  900,  905,  928;  FLiiiagin, 
987;  Flini'iian,  103;  Floischinan,  213,  243,  740;  i'l-nis- 
l)ur,L,di,  817,' 870,  871,  01D5,  ooC.  907:  Flemina;',  518;  FlctclKr, 
3,  10.  253,  27.1,  379,  381,  385,  3S6,  410.  638,  900,  ()5u,  .,;-3. 
<)7r,  972;  i'"lii;n,  632,  699;  Idiiit,  40^.  817,  964;  Floddeis. 
825;  Flood,  47S;  i'loyd,  410,  424;  Find,  624;  I'lynn,  100, 
no,  in,  307,  470;  Fod<ler,  972:  Fou;';:,  613;  Eolaiid,  106, 
47'"^:  Foliy.  877;  Foh^er,  175,  713;  Foljanib,  750;  l-'ol.-(,ni, 
613,688;  I'oks,  592;  l  oniki,  76,  209,  2ir,  354,  401.  402, 
403.  406,  412,  413.  415,  523,  533.  534.  620,  647,  609,  8c,3. 
<)3I.  032,  93.}.,  035,  039,  640,  C15C,  970,  973,  9S5;  londay, 
'131;  1-ondA-y,  479,  592,  ()37;  Foot,  26I.  265,  26S,  685,  980; 
Fuoie,  137/1431  153;  Eoi'l-es,  262;  Forby,  420;  Ford,' 92, 
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931  ;  LivinL,Nton,  13,  4_,  ^.8,  89,  124,  125,  130,  iji,  132, 
136,  155.  I5<'\  23r,'26i,  262,  273,  290,  312,  3"i9,  320,  321, 
323.  3^7.  335.  336.  354,  3^'.  35^5.  3^9.  394.  39''^.  399.  4«', 
407,  410,  411,  412,  4i(.,  418,  420,  447,  4''3.  4^S,  S23,  ';2f), 
574,  622,  635,  640,  643.  6ci,  (1,9,  608,  677,  f.79,  738,  771, 
808,  840,  841,  843,  84<i,  847,  S48,  849,  851,  852,  861,  864, 
89".  995;  J-'.'jyd,  5R1,  584,  5.,3.'  743,' 741,  8.)3,  894,904, 
907  ;  Loam,  987;  LoaUvali,  420;  Lobdell,  805,  923,  924,  925, 
975,980,982,  984,  981.,  991,  993;  Loelmer,  643;  Locke, 
135  ;  LockiKut,  205  ;  Luekhead,  9O1  ;  I^jckley,  710;  I.oek- 
row,  427,941  ;  I.nckweod,  212,  5<)9,  647,  749,  769,  854,  879, 
923„924,  92(),  991  ;  I/'di'iuan,  829;  Lodewiek,  402  ;  Lodt;e, 
425,  715,  744;  l.oe^i.,  272  ;  l.oew,  440;  Loclcnd;:c,  467  ; 
Loir.as^,  79,  338,  378;  J^oni^x,  763,  7(')4 ;  Lombard,  648  ; 
Long, 'i  10,  153,  395,481,  4S5,  793,  820,  841,  892,  902,  906  ; 
Lonj.;ley,  96!,  971  ;  I .(loekernians,  295  ;  Look  (Lukel,  401  ; 
Lookennaiis,  5.},  272,  273  ;  [.ooniis,  15S,  179,  526,  527,  700, 
924,  9S7.  995  :  LortI,  98,"  103,  104,  234,  613,  626,  650,  688, 
710,  766,  772  ;  Lorinier,  749  ;  I,ornian,987  ;  Lc^ec,  212,  406, 
613;  Lossiiii;,  92,  312  ;  l.olridj^e,  490;  Lott,  180;  i.ouck;;, 
'53.  ''^1-.  777.  z^^-;.  892,  904,  9--;6,  910,  027  ;  l.or.don, 
389,  7o(-j,,  9jri ;  Lui.(;h!in,  952  ;  J!,.)ui;liran,  601  ;  LJun^- 
bury,  819,  912  ;  Loiiivnzcn,  !!95  ;  [,('ve,  750  ;  Lovelace,  ^, 
4.  10,  74,  252,  379,  380,  393,  825, 'Sgl  ;  Loveland,  6i  618; 
Lovell,  640,926;  Loveridi;e,  309,  376,  655,  657;  Lc-vett, 
156,  421,  441,  c;2ii,  t;^,.,  15.4:  i,,>vv,  104,  106,  If8,  209,  210, 
213,  420,  5(7,  '568,  737," '73^^.  •'^48;  Lou-e,  354,  635,  848, 
855;  Loweiisteni,  171,  172,  177,  308;  Lowrey,  <)66,  fi73  ; 
Lcwentlial,  9(10;  l.owry,  179  ;  l,o)d,  788;  Lozier,  677; 
Jj-V'T.  43S.  479>  ;  I-uea.;,  970  ;  l.uta-e,  272,  273  ;  Luce, 
S80  ;  Lu(  key,  810,  987  ;  Liid'.len,  378,  596,  754,  811,  817, 
843.  854,  857,  S60.  876,  88r  ;  Luddy,  960  ;  LudMi:.;lnii,  691; 
Ludlow,  OSo,  708.  771  ;  Ltidruni,  S7'3  ;'  I'.udwi.,:,  712  ;  Lvdu-, 
554.  777,  905,  90(1;  I  nndciijaii,  947,  907;  i-useoni,  344; 

9'.  120,  155,  156,  353,  354.  413,  469,  513,  525,  526, 
52.>,  640,  671,  072,  709,  752,  844.  <i!4  :  Luther,  420,  474  ; 
J-uyck,25i;  Lydius,  30,  154,  508;  673,  771  ;  Lyell,  13; 
'  yman,  98,  477,  522,  606,  686,  717,  740;  Lyneh.  90,  523, 
''35.  f'99  ;  Lynd,  102,  5(17;  Lynuii,  116;  I.yon,  13(>,  212, 
2'3-  35".  5^",  ';«9,  ();4,  >>39,  817,  879,  880,  970,  997  ;  Lyons, 
100,  3c;S,  4S0,  481;. 
Lansinj;  &  t:o.,  J.f.,  574  ;  Lan.iiiir,  A.  &  VV.,  153;  f.a 


Rose  Man.  Co.,  593  ;  Larrabeo  ^:  Co.,  E.  J.,  563  ;  Lawler 
&  Son,  D.A.,  603,  647  ;  Lawson,  L&  J.AL,  153  ;  J.awton 
<.*c  Willis,  8 59  :  Learned  &  Lliatlier,  568  :  Learned,  Wilson 
cK:  Cook,  170;  Le  Gallez,  A.  i\.W.,  595:  Ixonard  Vonng- 
man,  635  ;  Ix;  Uoy  iV  I.nnib.  <)56  ;  Lew  I'ro.,  S.,  603  ; 
Lipnian  \-  Co.,  H.  W.,  624 ;  Little  &'Co.,  \V,  C,  702; 
Livingston  \-  C.).,  J.  .S.,  643;  Livingston,  Crawlord,  \VeIls 
j  oil  Co.,  319;  Liviii;.jsion,  l''art,'o  &  Co.,  319,  321  ;  Livinij- 
ston  &  .Shclvin,  574;  Livinj.;ston,  Wells  Co.,  319,  321  ; 
Lloyd  &  Co.,  S.  II.,  593  ;  Lobdell  iS:  .'^ons,  J.  I).,  tj<)3  ; 
L<ioinls  &  Co.,  CLJ.,  700  ;  lx).-!er  &  Co.,  S.,  613  ;  Loueks  iS: 
lieck,  632;  Louden,  S.  I'v:  ].,  710;  lx)W  iV  ix-akc.  50S  ; 
Lulber  cV  Son.s,  (i.W.,  635. 

ALdx'c,  928  ;  Mabey,  923  ;  Maeaulay,  73S  ;  Mace,  S13, 
814;  Mactarlanc,  104,  106,  loS,  378,607,717,  718,726: 
MacCuire,  971  ;  MacGreQOr,  212;  Machin,  944;  Maek,  304, 
309,  345,  606,  656,  657  ;  Mackay,  15  ;  .iM.aekessy,  153  ; 
Mackey,  90,  92,  93,  914,  920,  928  ;  MacNivcn,  972  ; 
Ma.-onilier,  64.S  ;  .Mae.Naugluon,  664,  6gl  ;  Madden,  110, 
996;  .Madis;)n,  41S ;  .Maeder,  705;  .Maj^ee,  402,406,764, 
774  ;  Magill,  850  ;  Ma;..joon,  650,  749  ;  Magivny,  98,  100, 
I02,  920;  Maj^uire,  2(2,  3.(3,  757;  Malian,  521,  621: 
Maker,  1(9,  no,  nr.  113,  114,  115,  116,  117,  n8,  119.  147, 
355.  4!^c,  517,  534,  626,  637,  639,  678,  752,  784,  817  : 
Mahoney,  751  ;  .Main,  521,  793,  850,  869;  M.iise,  613: 
iAlajor,  940;  Malay,  305,  Maleohn,  257  ;  .\la lendy,  ()72  ; 
Malry,  528,  671  ;  M.ilindy,  971  ;  Mallison,  925  ;  .Mallon, 
308;  Malone,  2EO  ;  Maloy,  479,  657;  Mallory,  414,  98.4; 
Manabam,  137  ;  iManeius,  156,  203,  207,  2c8,  209, 
437.  438,  <''25,  626,  64S,  6()7,  671  ;  Mandeville,  268, 
769;  Mane.ael,  125;  Maiigan,  115,  116:  Mar.sball, 
562  ;  Manier,  905  ;  "Manse,  125  ;  Mansion,  ()8i  ;  Man- 
son,  153.  479,  585,  5S;6,  587  :  Maney,  567  ;  Many,  879  ; 
Mann,  213,  533,  h2i,  6,^4.  677,  841,  846,  849,852,857,  8./,, 
900.  f)Ol,  004,  ()(,6  ;    M.-.nning,  69,  03,  156,  35S,  3(!5.  3(;'>, 

367.  375.  377.  380.  480,  519,^531'.  592.  907^  95'  :  •'^I^^'iy, 
571,  613  ;  .Marcella,  771  ;  .Mareelis,  273,  295,  498,  584  ; 
Jilarcellus,  if  t) ;  iM^avli,  164.  2c8,  2fo,  2n,  213,  214,  215, 
219,  220.  243,  244,  268,  726.  72S,  866  ;  Marey,  11,  13.1,  14.J, 
262,  2t>8,  421,  4J0.  443,  686,  7!4,  715,  995  ;  Maieclml, 
966;  Mark,  979,  997  ;  Markay,  210;  Markes,  899  ;  M  irkey, 

305  ;  Marklc,  13,  21,  334,  343,  775,  824,  889,  Scjo.  802,  8oq, 
900,  901,  905,  906,  9  8,  921,  9  -9,  93;,  941  ;  Marks,  490, 
621  ;  Maruoe,  247  ;  Marryrat,  6i8  ;  M.ir.seli-i,  413,  485, 
486,  512,  823,  873,  874  ;  M.uscb.dk,  659  ;  .Marsh,  156,  2n, 
<J4i.  744.  747.  991  ;  Marsliall,  94,  05.  402.  412,  424,  55(), 
6(>[,  710,  720,  761,  S82,  962,  9VS,  979.  989  ;  Mar.-.hain,  905, 
906;  Marston,  171  ;  Martense,  273  ;  M.nrl  in,  90.  91,  IC2.  209, 
210,  420,  476,  477,  480,  515,  516.  526,  527,  531,  532.  S33. 
534.  540.  574.  f>-'7.  "32,  (/)3,  660,  682,  o-p,  716,  738,  7(.9, 

770,  820,  839,  852,   853,  890.   892,   900,  911,  924,  025,  <)28, 

9.S3  :  Martineaii,  624  ;  Martin.se,  272  ;  Martyn,  925  ;  M.uvin, 
158,  161,  171,  340,  500,  526,  530,  531,  532,  541,  544,  613, 
621,  625,  687,  761  ;  .Mascrafr,  752  ;  Massclis,  272,  401,  405, 
4c6  ;  Mason,  j.'io,  613,  684,  885,  932,  9S2  ;  Ma.sicn,  37.S, 
410,  963,  967,  969,  970,  973  ;  M.istei.son,  n6,  iiS;  M.istin, 

306  ;  ^iatllcr,  v;6,  2'j7,  4l(),  427,  491,  402,  526,  528,  S75, 
021,  6.?6,  632,  937,  977,  9S9,  097  ;  Ma'hcvv  ■",  42,  139,  "153, 
345,  424,  (177,  086;  725.  760,  839 ;  ,Maihia,s,  90,  91, 
881,  893,  894,  .01,  906,  on;  Mattice,  153,  613, 
Sod,  817,  S18,  820,  919;  Matlier,  613;  Mattiniore, 
153,  211,  218,  474,  479,  635,  647,  676,  729;  j\Iatti:.c,  892; 
Maltisoii,    981;    .Mattoon,    615,  616  ;    Maude,    15,  513; 

I  MaMed,  305  ;  .Maxstaill,  562  ;  Maxwell.  640,  816,  973  ;  .M.u-, 
!0  ;  Ma)ell,  88,  603,620";  Mayer,  438,  562,  7.12.' 743,  772, 
856  ;  .\laylinin,  441  ;  M.iyhew,  188,  1)03  ;  .Maynarl, 
963,  970  ;  Mayo,  772  ;  .McAllister,  212,  2.(4,  708,  98S  ;  .Mc- 
.Mpine,  -Ht),  4.13,  4'0  51.4;  Me.\neri,y,  94;  Mc.Vrdl.-,  730, 
753  ;  Me  Cain.  034  ;  .^ieI>ride,  91.  477,  62:).  (.63,  890.  802  ; 
McCabe,  587,  039,  713.  725,  764  ;  McCaffcry.  91  ;  McCaf- 
frey, 66(i ;  MeCall,  95.  110,112,  113,  115,11s.  119,153, 
266,  26S,  475,  582,  5.S4,  68t,  699  ;  McCailion,  983  ;  Mc- 
Camnien,  526,  527  ;  .MeCannnon,  (.oi,  602,  635,  713  ;  .Me- 
Cann,  118,  119,  121,  163,  l6i,  30^),  477,  470.  48t\  485, 
587.717;  MeC-irdle,  .42.1",  676  ;  MeCarley.  74  ;'  McCarthv, 
129,  235,  415,  4:9,  562,  584,  5.S5  ;  McCavty,  75,  155.  306. 
307.  354.  475.  47<'.  772,  817;  McCauley,  173;  .Met  hcsney, 
607,  906  ;  .MeClallcn,  "jd,  442,  620  ;  .McClary,  102  ;  Mc- 
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Clel!;in,  207,   20S.  215,  23CJ,  427,  547,  Ci).;,  713,  oSS  ; 

McCluU.in.l,  20i>  213,  235,  5S5,  7-/) ;  .\IcC!o.-,lvcy,  uii!',  72v), 
752w5j'  755-  75''i  V-'-^-  -^f^*  ■loH^'".,  4'"J  ;  M>.CIan!,', 
406;  McChui;,  341,  52'),  ('02.  ()47,  681,  731,  732,  735,  772, 
891,  Sj7,  941,  i);2;  McCiu^ky,  93  ;  Mi-t-oli-.mi.  .\!c- 
Cumh,  5..'3  ;  Mc(.'Mn::i;ii.  70.'^  :  McCunuick, '_,6.  <;i>,  :c.:»,  loo. 
4S0,  592,  712,  777,  7S2,  S:o,  qS7  ;  i\lct  Oiler.  ni>,  307  ;  Mc- 
Couljry,  oii'-> ;  Mcviiu;,'Ir.ry,  592,  S95  >  ."^I<-Ci.iy,  340,  341.  343, 
377,  S''^'  fjSo  ;  McCr.ickeii,  410.  7S7  ;  McUrk-ury,  oijm,  i.i>7, 
972;  M':Cri.-<!ie,  556,  557,  ii'o,  361.  726;  ^'.cCl^l^^l1l, 
306;  McCroy,  90  ;  .McCullo^ii,  77,  266.  371'',  427,  551).  558, 
559,  Sij2,  S^:)3,  ;S94,  o>J,  002,  003,  QCo,  907,  910;  .MiiCuI- 
lou,;h,  963,  971,  972  ;  M-Ciiihiin.  040  ;  McDurmi iit.  96,  97, 
424,  426,  710,  fitii,  973;  Mct>oiia!J,  loi,  no,  112. 
165,  211,  2613,  267.  36s,  356,  375,  55(5,  614,  6S3,  (jc;o, 
700,  703,  712,  7^0,  7(jS.  770,  7S9,  .S49,  "S74,  S90  ;  MclJoiiu'iil, 
841,971;  .MLlJcii.Ai-ii.  S.  15:',  355,  030,  754,  764;  M.;- 
Dutfie,  156,  5^2,  t)07  :  McDuille,  i>i,  ;  McDuui^'al,  375,  393, 
737  ;  McDowell,  057  :  .Mi;iv.uoii,  44S  ;  McLiroy.  96,  334,  543, 
364,  47;,  5:9,  5j<\,  527,611,  08^,834,  933,  907;  .Mcl'-u:;io, 
306;  Mc [.voy,  91,  4'7...  ^03  ;  McLvcrs,  750  :  .Mi.lCv.r.n,  427, 
480,  563,  564,  635,  645,  73(.>,  72->,  74  i,  073  :  Mcl'iwcii.  qi,  156, 
33!,  352,  480,  522  ,  048,  S93.  Sr4.  iK.n  ;  Mci  ariaiul.  77.425. 
713;  .Mcr'arbiic,  377,711  ;  M  ;  1' :iU 911,  91S  ;  .\kGaj;ht;n, 
920  :  Ar.:C;aM:,'cn,^^  i3  ;  Mc' <r.ri!i,  ic8,  <)S3  :  M'jviairuii.  744  ; 
McGcLrvcy,  5IJ''-,  •<",).  570;  Mc(;<.-i-,  972;  .MciJoorLrc,  674; 
McGeivat;li,  756'  Mcdill,  420,  793,  950;  McGinn,  756; 
McGiuiu  s,  647  ;  M  jGlashan,  370,  701  :  McGowaii,  120, 
643;  McCo\VL-n,  i.T,,  343,613;  McGi-'.vii,  303.  422  ;  Mc- 
Graw,  521,  643,  710,  755  ;  McGreL;or,  76.  5^70  :  M(  C<i;c,  9^', 
477,037;  Ml  Gi;iri;.  92,  94,  305,  427,  42S  ;  McA  iuii  k,  103, 
104;  Mcllartic,  103,  104,624;  MtJIari:;,  90,  95,96,  153, 
210,  474,  jTO,  52:'.,  534,  6ll,  621,  69'!,  722,'  777,  784,  785, 
789,  793,  800,  904;  McIIiiiMi,  596  :  Mi.lii'11-nify,  307;  Mc- 
intosh, 420,  637,  074,  S17,  810,  967.  972  ;  Mt[iity;c,  1)2,93, 

3-9.  4P.  4tj,  47--  47'j.  4^^'^  5-4.  f>7S.  7"'.  7-'5. 
770,  987,  9SS,  ;  M.Jniip^cy.  083  ;  MlK  an,  712  ;  Mi:Kej, 
75,  26!,  37S,  855,  S36,  S;7,  841  ;  Mrlv':hvay.  230,  :()S,  3114, 
377  ;  iMc K.Miiia,  102,  15-,,  351,  4SJ,  4S1,  4X3,  (.91): 
Keiuic,  7S5,  905;  MiKl''i;i,  ')}';;  Mi;K.i;ou  11,  1.40:  'L- 
Ken;h  T,  3r),  376,  ('30;  M..-K,fs~,on.  261;  MlIsiih,  592; 
Mi-Kii\lvy,  S19;  Ml  KitiiK'y,  479;  McKimiy,  ^73;  Mc- 
Kriif;lii,  02,  .',74,  Si  I-  55''.  '^S')-  5^''''  ''S  ■;,().)<.)  :  McKissick, 
632,  <'i3i  6i)9  ;  'Ml  Iv'n'lhK  k,  897;  M<'  K(,.i'i,  526;  Mc- 
K'lwii,  77,  8~;,  ()/,  103,  iv'i,  ici),  20C,  2ri,  22'),  208,  3}2, 
354.  35^.  4-5. -I/'.         S-".  ;m".  •"'■17.  ^4"^,  ^4',). 

8i'>i,  869  ;  Mvi-iijlllan,  210,  2  2'J  ;  Mi.  l.Mr;i,  Ki.',  1131  ;  Mc- 
Laii^j-liliii,  901,  (|.)5,  w^:  -.  Ml  !/.,ni,  r-vv  211,  3H,  ii\\<, 
973.  977.  'y^'o.  ''I'll-  Mei.iiiv,  '•,■,7;  M-!,u^l),  5S8  : 
L)Ul;IiIiii,  551);  Mu'iaickcy,  oyi  ;  M.Mah.iM,  f)i,  lil,  ">  ki  ;  M<-'- 
Maaciiry,  99'i  ;  MoM  1 -li icl,  l7'.i,  S;i)  ;  Mi.\rii  kin,  02,  4:0; 
McMillan,  20(1,  uii  \  M,  \Iilr  11,  8 )  ;.  No:, 'i,  ii02,  <;  '3,  o^7; 
McMull-ii,  90;  .\!c\Ialli:),  77;  M>M,ir,lv,  Jll,  (ma:  'Mc- 
Murray,  103,  586.  7vX.>,  720  ;  Mi-N.ili,  i)<i  >  ;  McNan\ara,  80, 
'53.  5 '9.  55").  ''^3.  '-"-J^.  7.14-  S35  ;  McN'-iry,  788,  836;  Mc- 
Nau[;hti)ii,  133,  210.  2U,  213,  •.:14,  220,  532,  534,  -.Sl,  592, 
726,"73!,  735,  738;  MfXia'l,  308;  McNiiMi".-y,  ^uti,  597, 
754.  75^'.  757.  '>'"';  McNncn,  1)70;  McOnii  <.r,  ^04, 
7(2  ;  Mi  l,  Inly,  III  ■  ;  M(.l'lv  r  un.  37ti,  (Of  ;  .\'l<,'m.;.  1.-.  17C, 

477.  t;''*.  '■'1.       sr/,  '"I.  '>;■!.  v-'       \  iM-"ivn,. 

718,  72S  ;  ;'.Ii  ^..ik  y,  s'>3  ;  Mi  la-iiaay,  n;  ;  ;  M  'O  i';i,v:i ., 
902.003:  \  c.Ti  lia;'-,  3  ;  ('I  T,  7a  ; ;  ^ (■  nl.  -lO.  ■)! ,  T  ^  ;  2H, 
214,  48(1,  4>  (,  OIJ,  om,  01  7,  Jtr,),  •;!ii.  7S1.  78'-,  7r,3, 

800,  832,  S34.  840.  850.  8.,;.  v., .J.  r,,  1),   i|.  I,  II    ^.  ;,((.. 

Meads,  639,  (.  ).),  (171,  (i>.>).  (185,  7  .'i,  .M  •■.  1;  8, 

716;  Mini,  81),  91',  340.  ;i'5  ;  M'.l,  k-(>.  lid;  MM'";an, 
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:  O'Kane,     376 : "  U'Keefe,    477;    OKott,   153,  1S8,  337, 
t  376,   480,    516,    517,    519,    526,  529,    530,    531,  534, 
502,  640,  662,    669,  675,    6S0,    6bi,  803,    042,  980  ; 
O'Leai-y,  106,  108,  2U,  214,  2lS,  22(,  424,  438.  479.  481, 
48s,  609:  Olin,  l6c)  \  O'l.iiida.  i  ,4,  210,  213,  471  ;  (Miver, 
127,  305,  464,  479,  534,  55S,  567,  5S7,  5S9,  59-j,  655,  G56, 
693,  710,  711,  745,  74S,  7S5.  871,  900,  907,  908,925; 
OIni-tead,  90,  91,  621.742,938,  950,951,952,  057,068; 
i  Olmsted,   450  ;  (j'Mallev,  153  :  (Jnderdoidc,  88,  257,  760, 
i  784,  800.  S14,  870,  871,  872,  028,  931,  940,  950,900,  969, 
j  9S2  ;  Onderkerck,  273  ;  O'Neal,  906  ;  U'N'cil.  307,  967  ; 
O'.Neill,  753  ;  Oothoudt,  155,  353,  354,  40I,  418  ;  (Jotliout, 
^72,  .354,  412,  945.  974,  987-  99".  993  ;  Oi)penheim.,  153  ; 
Oiiply,  840  :  Orcult,  5S7  ;  Ordway,  612  ;  (Jrelup,  870,  871, 
9'j.i,  968,  971,  972  ;  Orlip,  073  :  Orlops,  935  ;  (  ,>'UieIly, 
323;  O'Rorke,  6S7  :  Orr,  98,  427,  475,597,  79c;  Orton, 
j  655  ;  (^.L  -rn,  306,  307,  333,  37.4.  375,  377,  378,  601,  629, 
I   716,  719,  S34,  854,  861  ;  t)sboriie,  4,  10,  379,  474,  477,  562, 
I   634,  714,  728,  9()6  ;  O.SKOod,  581,  636;  Osnani,  728;  Ost, 

987  ;  Ostorhout,  420.  8c6,  8n,  834,  S35,  849,  S74,  888,  9C0, 
o.|o,  950,  071,  9""2  ;  Ostrander,  354,  373,  406,  408,  420,  7S5, 
841,  844,846,  847,  848,  850,  854,  873,  874  ;  Ostroni,  401, 
686,  817,  935,  941,  94],  945  ;  ()'Sullivan,  154.  559  ;  Otien- 
haiis,  756,  789;  Oswald,  355,  977,  9S7,  991  ;  Ouiniot,  708  ; 
Oulhout,  273,  931  ;  Overbni/b,  834  ;  Uwen,  104.  624,  708, 
763,  764,  956,  961,  962,  970, "973  ;  Olis,  418  ;  Oti,  573. 

l^'IJnen  ^:  Malier,  637;  Ot'dcn  I'v:  Wri^'ht,  679,  740; 
( );.;sbury  is-  V^aiiderpool.  854;  tJrr  &  I'lair,  597  ;  U.>born  & 
Taber,  85  4. 
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I'abst,  605,  789;  Packard,  376,  377.  5C8,  650,  700,  7or, 
742,  743,  814,  934;  I'acker,  880;  Paddock,  98,  n2,  186, 
197,  198,  420,  474,  476,  477,  479,  562.  t04,  665,  67s,  9(4, 

961  ;  PaiT,  716;  Pa^'e,  140,  266,  573r  621,  679.  728,  737, 
738,  749,  860,  951,  95S,  ')59  ;  I'ai.^e,  IC2,  153,  158,  I7.;i, 
21:8,  440,  471,  475,  477,  478,  513,  531,  538,  664.  665,  8c  9, 

988  ;  I'ain,  975  ;  Paine,  213,  222,  224,  225,  226  ■  Pal!.",t, 
562;  Palm,  S56  ;  Palniatecr,  831  ;  Palmer,  74,  78,  115,  116, 
289.  y'-j,  354,'  408,  420,  532,  535,  534,  5.44,  554,  582,  599, 
627,  6S7,  712,  737,  738,  75S,  700,  701.  79(,  797,  834,  835, 
S39,  914,  915,  019,  92c,  972  ;  Pabiecicr,  8^19  :  PaiiLjboni, 
420,  849,  910  :'Paonbuin,  621,  S41,  843,  845,  i)54,  S'lg, 
892;  Panhart.  S17;  Papcn,  212,245;  Pardee,  753;  I'ar.s, 
844  ;  Park,  1S7  ;  Parke,  603  ;  Parker.  93,  103,  106,  153, 
TS4,  15c,  157,  158,  159,  160,  k'i,  173,  175,  176.  194,  26S, 
272,  355,  420.  441,  463,  476.  477,  478,  532,  53S,  5.-,5,  5SS, 
589,  621,  680,  68r,  680,  O90,  701,  711,  712,  727,  753,  .')I3, 
861,  879,  91S,  905  ;  Parkhurst,  744  ;  ParUman,  I,  2  :  l';irks, 

962  ;  I'armalee,  665  ;  Parincle,  2n  ;  Parmelec,  155  :  Parr. 
90.  n6,  119,  153,  156,  355,  37S,  521  ;  Parri^b,  S19  ;  P.irrot, 
j.c(. ;  Par.-.oii-^,  377,  "37S, '4 3.4,  425,  474,  476,  477-  47'',  5^3. 

j  564,  5?o,  621,  645,  655,  657,  6S0,  701,  702,  715.  78:.  ()56  ; 
lai;hi'".on,  358;  Palchin,  529:  I'alm,  161  ;  I'atnck.  490, 
'•■•3:  l'atiid^;c,  980;  Patten,  78,  89,  15_r,  265,  420,  013, 
675,  7  ?i.  735,  803,  805,  8c6,  817,  818,  820.  821,  822  ; 
I'.iMeni^  11,  964;  P.al(er?on,  77,  91,  290,  291,  376,  625,  677, 
750,  777,  785,  792,  71)3,  801:1,  881,  S9I,  8()2,  8  )3,  903,  .,.6  ; 
I'attison,  315,  975;  I'attkamir.er,  750;  i'aUon,  9!S,  (,13, 
8711,  892,  804,  004,  910,  gn  ;  Paul,  560,  725,  750,  957  ; 
P.a\ddini,',  7,  l88  ;  Payn,  91.  603,  74.^,  946;  Payne,  210, 
703,  702  ;  Penbody,  535  ;  Peacock,  6S7  :  I'eale,  737  ;  P<'ak, 
^'77'  'y^S'^  Pearce,'  210;  Pearl,  S49,  850,  852,  S60,  906; 
Pearsc,  iw,  102,  103,  104,  Tc6,  108,  119,  402.  766,  784, 
789,  800.  809,  ()CO,  931,  034.  935,  941,  ()45,  e)64,  9110; 
Pearson,  307,  {,38,  (  67,"  S43  ;  I'caslce,  220  ;  I'casly,  256  ; 
IVck,  2i,"2t2,  2(>7,  373,  6i,n,  604,  903,  913,  923,  958,  901, 
904,971,1172;  Pcckliam,  78,  ni,  n4,  n5,  148,  149,  152, 
153,  155,  156,  163,  164,  170,  172,  175,  181,  1.83,  184,  103, 
197,  226,  23;»,  429,  441,  480,  513.  517,  912,  927  ;  Peddic, 
750,  Peel.  5()2  ;  I'cel  m  (I'ylen),  13;  IVelcii,  51  ;  Peirs, 
88,  752,  028';  I'elonbct.  92O';  Pelton.  906  ;  P<  ltz.  153.  735, 
8  ;4  :  I  ciniienon.  021,  1)25,  026  ;  P"-'".,  70  ;  Pjnnic.  153, 
559,  505,  .013  :  IViiio.  044;  Penniinan.  -560,  650.  051  ; 
Peniiock,  960",  964  ;   Penrey,  749  ;    PeiUon,  827  ;  I'coplcs, 
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635  ;  Topper,  Si>  ;  IVp-Hin,  5S7  ;  Perkins,  220,  ;66,  r6S, 
572,  679,  691,  76s  ;    IVrrigc;,  997  ;  IVrry.  S,  7S,  19S,  210, 

212,  214,  221.  -45-  3)'.  j-vo-  .555-  4-1,  UO.  44',  457, 

470,  474,  475-  47^>  5''>  5-6-  53',  53-,  545,  .546,  547,  54S, 
549, 55'^  559,  5<-'4>  5'J7. 5>'^,  369-  570-  57',  57-.  <^5'-,  '-'^5,  7^°, 
750,  770,  042,  992  ;  IV^icr,  502  ;  I'cti.r,  621  ;  IVtcrs,  169, 
-'3,  97',  973-  974;  i'oiras,  940;  I'ottctiyill.  562,  503; 
IVtiier,  212,  973  ;  I\tUiigcr,  850  ;  Petlis,  971  ;  rellit,  427, 
477  ;  rfcrdt,  3  55  ;   I'liclp.s,  177,  190,  191,  306,  34:,  445, 

471,  655,  706,  739,  911,  918,  950  ;    Tliilips,  742  ;  I'hiUips, 

213,  3C7.  413,  425,  47;».i-<i.  t"3,  620,  Cog,  817,  94S,  <i8i  ; 
Phillipso,  272;  I'liilhp:,jn.  205;  I'hilley,  85 4  ;  l'lii;inev, 
944;  I'liipps,  613  ;  rhis:erer,  710  ;  rUiclnis,  765;  Piukctt, 
307;  rickiiey,  S70;  J'ier,  420,  873,  !-74:  I'ierce,  140,279,356, 
637,  9",  9-3,  957  ;  I'i<-ison,  268,  325,  335,  35;,  424,  6^3; 
PiettT.-c,  274,  659,  S25,  S91  :  Pitierscn,  295,1  58  •  >^5"; 
Pi'.sbii  y,  352;  rinkciiijii  907;  Pinncy,  613,  c)25;  I'islon,  6S2; 
Pitcher^  S72,  873,  874,  926,  939,  940  ;  Pitkin,  6:5,  759,  760; 
Piunan,  784,  860;  Pitt,  4;  Pittiri'^er,  S52  ;  I'itts,  193,  94S, 
997;  I'wlcy,  914;  Piuce,  364,  420;  I'lndwell,  737,  906; 
PlatKK.  51  ;  Plank,  911,  910,  920  ;  Plantz,  071  :  Pla;,e,  127  ; 
Piatt,  304,  310,  33^ '34'',  354,  420,  442,  52t.,  529.  533,  051, 
732,  743,  8-14  ;  PhMto.  8]/  ;  I'l.itz,  972,  973  ;  Plunket,  952  ; 
Plyajpion,  086  ;  Polilni.ui  341,  764,  772,  773,  774  ;  Poincel, 
973  ;  Pi.iii.icr,  558  ;  Polhciir.is,  301  ;  Polk,  138,  158,  2S0  ; 
PulLaiul,  342;  Pulliucr,  378;  Pomoroy,  227,  319,  321, 
394,  906,  962  ;  Pouifrct,  211,  214.  216,  220,  426,  772,  788  ; 
Pond,  37S,  S36  ;  Pool,  785  ;  Poole,  234  ;  I'oor.  390,  785  ; 
Pope,  926  ;  I'cutor,  90,  i02,  146,  152,  155,  163,  17c),  l8o, 
1S5,  199,  211,  214,  217,  220,  232,  245,  439,  519,  523,  529, 
531,  640,  O42,  720,  772,  787,  987,  992,  995  ;  Poril),  94  ; 
Pos'jinj;,  813  ;  i'o.5-;on,  S18,  S70,  871,  872,  873,  874,  880, 
924  ;  I'ost,  S04.  S17,  917  ;  Potior,  154,  268,  355,  635,  675, 

679,  6S1,  682,   7,9,  7tiO,  7OI,  843,   915,  ()20,  961,  1)^2,  <l82, 

984,  9S5,  996  ;  I'oU-.,  533,  5C7,  568  ;  I'owoll,  91,  ico,  icq, 
266,  267,  376,  82S,  831,  83"2,  834,  835,  8j9,  860,  887,  S')(>, 
903,  9J8  ;  Puwc-;,  J04,  loG,  108,  no,  112,  113,  115,  n8, 
"9,  354,  37S,  475,  47^  S'2,  704;  I'rccMdc,  "753  ;  I'ratt, 
loj,  153,  i88,  225,  226,  238,  2t.i,  208,  355,  371,  410,  494, 
500,  526,  534,  55(),  530,  5()S,  621,  632,  091,  7w,  713,  84r, 
S47,  J^4-S  ^51  ;  Prei^  er,  757  ;  Piontice,  73,  321,  32S,  329, 
333.  334,  34",  5'",  53',  ^'Uj,  ^04,  675,  68i,  7,So,  7S2,  (185  ; 
PrciUi.-is,  3-1  ;  Prcsootl,  324,  513,  001,  757  ;  Prost,  95, 

96,  07,  764  ;  I'iostoM,  226,  265"',  O76,  704,  705,  914,  915, 
919,  924,  927  ;  Pretty,  70,  156,  403  ;  l'r(ntym:in,  7.40  ; 
PreNost,  8  ;  Price,  129,  354,  461,  403,  406,  4C7,  626,  642, 
643,  701.  760,  877,  901;  i'ricsc,  210;  Prime,  103,  io6,  441  ; 
Prince,  104,  333,  334,  573  ;  Prini,le,  <i;3  ;  Procter,  123  ; 
Proetor,  328,  33.},  (.'54,  706  ;  I'roinst,  947  :  Prosser,  80, 
645,  923,  927.  9?8;  I'rossoii*,  632;  Proudlil,  262;  I'nnit, 
850,  834,  855  ;  i'roiity.  702  :  I'rovoo-t,  150;  Pru-yu,  83,  8(), 
9^,  9',  93,  i(>r,  i79,  26S,  273,  354,  355.' 3'^^',  40', 

420,  420,  427,  430,  440.  442,  443,  430,  477,  479,  493,  5 '9, 
526,  527,  53',  534-  55'"',  573,  575,  5^9,  59'-^  599-  ^37.  t'3'^, 
678,  690,  731,  732,  730,  -jbo,  790,  931  :  I'ryce,  892;  Pulls, 
625;  Pulleii,  319;  I'lUlin^',  532,  553  ; ,  Pullnian,  920; 
Pulvcr,  829;  Punii.elly,  443,  526,534,  549,  35c.,  7130,  968, 
969;  Pu;iiu;ton,  .,17;  I'lnple,' 212  ;  1  iirvi:-.  677  ;  P.ilii'nni, 
^9,  394,  ^35.  728,  740,  753,  759,  813,  829,  921.,  031  : 
Pye,  304  ;  i'yiict.,  113.  115,  116;  Paekard  .V.  (\>  ,  1;.  O., 
376,  377;  l'-,u  !<;ad  iV  Cr.iianl,  701  ;  l':u  l,.ird,  J  lolhii  111  kV 
White,  650;  Packaid  tk  Van  lieiithuy.sui,  701  ;  Paekor, 
Prentice  \  Co.,  (104;  Paddock,  Draper  vK:  CIksi.t,  198; 
P.addock,  S.  W.  S.,  198  ;  I'ai^e  ^:  ..Son,  Isaiah,  573  ;  Pai;e 
&  Sous,  E.,  9C8  ;  lVu^e\v  Sill',  573  ;  Pal.iier  ..V  Co.,  L.  iM., 
627  ;  Parker  \  liakcr,  O21  ;  J'arker  \- Country  man,  153,  160; 
Paibons  &  Co.,  j.  H.,  956  ;  I'arsons  Gritllu,  377  ;' Patten, 
M.  &  [.,  821  :  P;.yii's  Sous,  Ikiij.,  603  ;  Peckha.n  ,.\:  Tre- 
nidiu,  ;  IVi  ie  M  CJo.,  A.  (;.,  95,8  ;  Pcndieitoii  Jir.,-.,  (S26  ; 
I'emberton  0;;  .Mitchell,  625  ;  Peiiu'ie  iS:  WoKincror,  61  ^  ;  IVrry 
v\:  Co.,  571  ;  IVirv,  1  re.ulwoll  Nortoii.  coS  ;  PetUuuill  iS; 
Metc.ilf,  3(..3  ;  Plidlip-,  \  l>u;iso.ml>,  013  ;'  I'lillllps  \  l-'.l-aes 
&  \Vari\oi,  834  ;  l'..-,!oi  &  .Marlins,  082  ;  Polliiu  r  C.  • '..  A., 
37S  ;  Ponicroy  .'^i  Co  ,  319,  320,  321  ;  Poiter  &  Frazoo.  91)2  ; 
Powell  &  Co.,  C.  F.,  376  ;  Pratt  k  1  Knililodav,  700  ;  Pratt  .ii 
Durant,  621  ;  i'ratt  >S:  'rrca;hveil,  508  ;  Preti;iee,  I'inn  &  Co., 
603  ;  Prentice,  i'.acki  r  iV  Co.,  (!03  ;  Price  &  Kniekerhoeker, 
642  ;  Price  \  Weailierhead,  626  ;  Proscus  .S-  Ko-v  ley.  (132  ; 
Pruyu  <j.\dn>  r,  (.21  ;  Pruyn  .V  IU,ut.5o<);  Pr'ivn  1  M  ii- 
si'iR,  373,  .S!^9  :  Pruyu  \  ( 'lmslead,'o2l  ;  I'niyn  vV  Son,  1-., 
637;  I'juyu,  Wilson  .\:  Vo>biir,;li,  O36,  63.S  ;  Puljs;i)  ,&  Co., 


j  320;  PulIeii  &  Copp,  319  ;  Pul!en,\  ir_i,'il  cS:  Co.,  320,  321  ; 
j   Putnam     Iloyl,  635. 

! 

'  (>iiackcnlios,  523,  639,  931  ;  OuacketilK>':h,  220;  Quack- 
I  enl)OSs,  128,  129,  273,  354,  406,  440,  56S  ;  (Juaekel.o-se, 
272  ;  (Juackenbii'di,  88,  89,  91,  155,  19S,  210,  213,  215, 
333,  .344,  37S,  4^1,  430,  409,  412,  440,  447,  f"3,  "j^J2, 
!  663.  652,  69c,  725,  .841,  .S43,  .S44,  843,  84S,  S49,  S51, 
j  S60  904 ;  *,.>u.-iy,  260,  428,  S72,  873,  S74,  87b,  S79, 
I  SS7,  SSS  :  {^)uay!e,  739  :  (^>u-en,  304  ;  (^)ainii>\ ,  t)39  :  ( juincy, 
1  877  ;  (juin,  474,  47.S  ;  (^lunin,  441,  475,  178,  557,  559,  647. 
!  666,  699,  7f7,  751,  1)83  ;  tjuinton,  734  ;  (Juirk,  ic6 ;  Quil- 
I   man,  772. 

(^)uay  V>.S<.  M.,  559  ;  (,>L!inn  &  .Volan,  559. 
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Raby,  02  ;  Radclift,  o',  92,  210.  261  ;  R.adcliffe,  94  ;  Rad- 
ley,  582,  803.  804,  902  ;  l\.adliff,  S02  ;  Rat'ferty,  635,  9S0  , 
I    Kahdi,  IC-9  ;  Ram,  971,  972,  973;  Ka!eit;ii,  729;  Kahea, 
S4S  ;  Ramliaiit,  749;  Kamier,  911  ;  Ram  ay,  337,777,  845, 
S46,  925;  Ramsey,  77,  153,  177.  412,  429,  474,  628,  841, 
892,906,911;  Kandall.  105,  266,  269,  780,  914;  Randel, 
225,  226;   Kand  jl])li,  136,  137;   Rankin,  153.  717,  936; 
Rauney,  934,  976;   Ranny,  977:   Ransom,  474,  517,  5^3, 
567,  568,  574,  615,  671,  79T  ;  Rapine,  6.^3  ;   Rapp,  531)  ; 
Rapsop,  987;    Rn->cone.  911;    Ratclifle,  273;  Rateclille, 
I  464  ;  Rath.  075,  qSo  ;  Raikbone,  73,  153,  171,  23O,  334,  421, 
I  426,  443,  5i'6,"52i,  520.  531,  367,'  568,  571,  589,  502,  621, 
I  625,  bi3,  614,  632,  641,  664,  680,  687,  710,  713,  720,  782; 
I   Rausier,  918:   Rawdon,  739;  Rartle,  850;   Rav.ds,  53  r; 
I    Ray,  132,  9'6,  967;  Raymond,  040  ;  Ivayublord,  109,  0..6, 
!   662,  8-1.1,  892,  8V)3,  897,  902,  903,  904,  905  ;  Rayen-ford, 
I    109,  no,  112,  113,  115,  337,  354;   Reab,  620;  Read,  80, 
I  427,  440,  333,  550,  551  :   Rcaj^le;;,  boo  ;   Reamer,  98,  99, 
I  817,853,  ^5.^,  872,  874,  940,  973;  Reardoii,  153:  Reary, 
I    no  ;  Re.vrcy,  951  ;  Rector,  91,  305  ;  Rcdell,  7S2  ;  Redden, 
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fall,  784,  788,  810.  817,  842,  843,  869,  *8<i9,  906, 
95^.  957,  958  ;  Wesion,  172,  30S  ;  Wetiierhee,  791  ; 
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!   210,  279,  916.  952  :  Wickoll',  952  ;  Widdinaii,  716  ;  W  itler- 
I    hi  iter,  244  ;  W  id  J..\v,  272;  W  idiuer,  905;  W  iediiian,  626; 
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j    Wilbur,  211,  219,  230,  613,  623,  873,  874  ;  Wilcox,  89,  346, 
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}   677.  708;  Williams,  7,  88,  121,  130,  148,  156,  2Ci),  213,  215, 
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CHArTER  I. 


DISCOVERY  OF  NEW  YORK — THE  INDIANS  OF  THE  FIVE 
NATIONS. 


IX  1 524,- John  de  Verazzano,  a  Florentine  naviga- 
tor in  the  service  of  Francis  I.  of  France,  made 
a'voyai^e  to  the  North' American  coast,  and,  as  is 
believed  from  the  account  which  he  gave,  entered 
the  harbor  of  New  York.  No'  colonies  were  plant- 
ed :  po  rf^snlt'^  followed  .".  and  the  \'o\'nge  v.'as 
almost  forgotten. 

Though  discoveries  and  settlements  were  made 
bv  the  F'rench  north  from  this  pijint,  and  colonies 
were  planted  by  the  English  farther  l(j  the  south,  it 
is  not  known  that  New  York  was  again  visited  by 
Europeans  till  1609,*  when  the  -Dutch  East  India 
Companv  sent  Henry  Hudson,  an  Englishman 
by  birth,  on  a  \oyage  of  discovery,  in  a  vessel 
called  the  Half  J/hdh.  He  reached  the  coast  of 
Maine-,  sailed .  thence  to  Cape  Cod,  then  south- 
westerly'to  the  mouth  of  Chesapeake  Bay;  then, 
coasting  northward,  he  entered  Delaware  Bay,  on 
the  28th  of  August.  From  thence  he  proceeded 
•northward;,  -and  on,"  the  3d  r.f  September,  I609, 


*  And  yot  there  is  abundant  evidence  from  the  older  French.  Spani.sh 
and  Italian  writers  of  tne  frequent  visits  of  French  traders  to  that  part 
of  America  lying  between  the  northeastern  part  of  Florida  and  the 
'coast  of  Niiw  foupdl.tnd,  and  even  up  the  Hudson  River  to  Cohoes 
Falls.  This  view  is  confirmod  by  tlie  map  of  Visconte  de  M.'iiollo  of 
Genoa,  in  1527,  whore  the  territory  above  named  is  clearly  ^hown  by  a 
boundary  line  and  the  arms  of  France,  with  the  name  I'f  Fvanccsca 
d'  si::naiing  it,  and  capus  and  headlands  all  along  the  •:rt3^t  indicated 
and  named;  by  the  map  of  Gerard  .Morcator,  m.ide  in  Uiiisbur;  in  is^g, 
where  the  Hudson  Kiver  is  shown  to  the  north  of  the  junction  of  the 
Mohawk:  and  by  the  map  in  tlis  "  Cosmoi;r.-\phie  Universelle "  of 
.^ndre  Thevet,  printed  in  Paris  in  157;,  where  the  Hudson  River  is 
shown  as  in  the  map  of  .Mercator  above  nieiitioncd.  The  very  name 
of  this  section  of  the  country,  Norunibeija,  is  ri-jubtless  of  French 
origin,  bein^  a  corriiption  of  *' l/anorme  bcr'.;e,"  '*  (he  great  rock 
Udge,  or  escarpment,"  now  called  the  Palisades."  For  che-e  tacts  and 
for  an  examination  of  the  maps  mentioned,  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the 
late  work^jl  -Mr.  .A,  J.  AS'eise,  entitled,  "  Discoveries  of  .America  to 
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anchored  in  New  York  Bay.  On  the  12  th  he  en- 
tered the  river  that  bears  his  name,  and  proceeded 
slowly  up  to  a  point. just  aliove  the  present  site  of 
the  City  of  Hudson;  thence  he  sent  a  boat's  crew 
to  e.\[)lore  farther  \\\\  which  pro[)abIy  passed  above 
Albany.  September  23d  he  set  sail  down  the 
river,  and  started  on  his  return  to  Enrc_)pe,  Oc- 
tober 4th. 

In  1609  Samvicl  Chainpiain,  a  French  navigati^ir, 
sailed  up  the  St.  Lawrence,  explored  its  tributaries, 
and  on  the  4th  of  luly,  in  that  year,  discovered  the 
lake  which  iK-ars  his  name. 

At  tlie  time  of  the  discovery  of  Nesv  York  by  the 
whites,  the  southern  and  eastern  portions  were  in- 
habited by  the  Mohegan  Indians  ;  ^vhile  that  p'.tr- 
tion  west  from  the  Hudson  River  was  occupied  by 
five  confederate  tribes,-  afterwards  named  by  tiie 
English  the  Five  Nations,  liy  the  French  the 
.Iroquois,  ami  by  ihem.-sclves  calleii  Hodenosaunee 
— people  of  the  Long  House.  The  Long  House 
formed  by  this  confederacy  extended  ea^t  and  west 
through  the  State,  having,  at  its  eastern  portal,  the 
Mohawks,  and  at  its  western  the  Senecas  :  while 
between  them  tlwelt  the  Oneidas,  Onontlagas,  and 
Cayugas  ;  and,  after  17 14,  a  sixth  nation,  the 
Tuscaroras,  southeast  from  Oneida  Lake.  01 
these  Indians,  Farkman  says  th.it  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  seventeenth  centur\-,  •'  in  the  regi^ni 
nt)\v  firming  the  Stale  'A'  New  York,  a  p^wer  was 
rising  to  a  ferocious  vitalit\ ,  which,  but  for  liie 
presence  of  Europeans,  wiiuld  probably  ha\-e  sub- 
jected, absorbed,  or  exterminated  every  other  In- 
dian comn\uniiy  east  of  the  Mis-^issippi  and  north 
of  the  Ohio.  " 

"  The  Iniquois  was  the  Imlian  iif  Indians.  .\ 
thorough  savage,  yet  a  finished  and  de\ eloped 
savage,  he-  is.  perhaps,  an  example  of  the  highest 
elevation  wiiich  man  can  reach  without  emerging' 
from  his  [)rimitive  condition  of  the  iiunicr.  A  geo- 
graphical pcjsition,  commanding,  on  the  one  hand, 
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the  portal  of  the  great  lakes,  and.  on  the  other, 
the  sources  of  the  streams  nowinq-  both  to  the 
Atlantic  and  the  Mi^sissiiij)!.  y:a\e  the  ambitious 
and  a2:gressive  confederates  advantages  which  they 
perfectly  understood  and  by  which  they  profited  to 
the  utmost.  Patient  and  politic  as  they  were  fe- 
rocious, they  were  not  only  the  conquerors  of  their 
own  race,  but  the  powerful  allies  and  the  dreaded  foes 
of  the  French  and  English  cohjnies  ;  flattered  and 
caressed  by  both,  yet  too  sa,a:acious  to  give  them- 
selves without  reser\'e  to  either.  Their  organiza- 
tion and  their  history  evince  their  intrinsic  superior- 
itv.  Even  their  traditionary  lore,  amid  its  wild 
puerilities,  shows  at  times  the  stamp  of  an  energy 
and  force  in  striking  contrast  with  the  flimsy  crea- 
tions of  Algonquin  fancy.  That  the  Iroquois, 
left  under  their  own  institudons,  would  ever  have 
developed  a  civilization  of  their  own,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve." 

These  institutions  were  not  only  characteristic 
and  curious,  but  almost  unique.  Without  sharing 
Morgan's  almost  fanatical  admiration  for  them,  or 
echoing  the  praises  which  Parkman  lavishes  on 
them,  it  may  be  truly  said  that  their  wonderful  and 
cohesive  confederation  furnished  a  model  worthy  to 
be  copied  bv  rivih^pri  nations  ;  while,  so  long  as 
they  were  uncontaminated  by  the  vices  of  civiliza- 
don,  they  possessed,  with  all  their  savagery,  many 
noble  traits  of  character,  which  would  adorn  any 
people  m  their  public,  social,  or  domestic  rela- 
tions. 

They  made  themselves  the  dreaded  masters  of  all 
their  neighbors  east  of  the  [Mississippi,  and  carried 
their  victorious  arms  far  to  the  north,  the  south 
and  the  east.  Their  dominance  is  thus  eloquently 
pictured  in  Street's  "  Frontenac  "  : 

■'  The  fierce  Adirondiics  had  fled  from  their  wrath, 
The  Hurons  beea  swept  from  their  merciless  p  ith  : 
Around,  liie  Ottawas,  like  leaves,  had  been  strewn. 
And  the  lake  of  the  Erics  struck  silent  and  lone. 
The  Lenape,  lords  once  of  valley  and  hill. 
Made  women,  bent  low  at  their  conqueror's  will. 
By  the  far  Mississippi  the  Ulini  shrank 
When  the  trail  of  the  Tortoise  was  seen  on  the  bank  : 
On  the  hills  of  Mew  England  the  Pequod  turned  pale 
When  the  howl  of  the  Wolf  swelled  at  night  on  the  gale  ; 
And  the  Cherokee  shook  in  his  green,  smiling  bower=, 
When  the  foot  of  the  Beak  stamped  his  carpet  of  flowers." 

It  will  hereafter  be  seen  that  the  Iroquois  acted 
an  important  part  in  the  early  history  of  the 
State. 

Space  will  not  permit  a  description  of  their 
league,  or  confederation,  a  sketch  of  their  tribal  re- 
lations, and  their  religious,  social,  and  domestic 
customs,  or  a  history  of  their  warlike  achievements. 
Nor  is  it  necessary.  Every  one  has  heard  or  read 
the  story. 


CHAPTER  II. 


.NEW  YORK   UNDER  THE  UUTCH  E.VGEISH  GOVERNORS 

TO  1765. 


IX  16 10,  another  vessd  was  sent  from  Holland  to 
trade  with  the  natives.  Soon  after  others  fol- 
lowed. A  small  fort  and  a  feV  rude  buildings 
I  were  erected  at  the  southern  e.xtremity  of  Manhat- 
tan Island,  in  i6i2;and  the  place  was  named  Xew 
!  Amsterdam.  In  16 14,  the  Slates  General  of  H<;1- 
j  land  granted  a  charter  to  the  merchants  engaged  in 
j  these  expeditions,  under  the  title  of  United  Xew 
I  Netherlands  Company,  giving  exclusive  privileges 
I  of  trade  for  four  years.  The  Hudson  River  had 
been  ascended  by  Hendrick  Corstiaenssen,  and 
;  in  1623  a  fort  and  trading  house  were  erected  on 
i  the  east  bank  of  the  river  about  fifteen  leagues  above 
I  Manhattan  Island,  called  Fort  Nassau.  This  was 
i  the  first  of  four  forts  built  by  the  Dutch  on  the 
I  Hudson  River,  all  of  which  were  erected  in  the 
I  same  year.* 

In  1621,  tl'.e  Dutch  West  India  Companv  v/as 
1  chartered,  and  in  1623,  a  small  fort  was  built  near 
j  the  Hudson  River,  in  what  is  now  the  City  ot 
j  Albany,  called  Fort  Orange,  and  traders  were  sent 
i  to  occupy  and  to  carr_\-  on  traffic  in  furs  and  peltry 
i  with  the  Indians.   In  1626,  Peter  Minuit,  as  direc- 
tor-general of  the  province,  arrived  with  other  set- 
tlers, and  purchased  the  island  of  Manhattan  from 
the  Indians  for  trinkets  valued  at  about  $24.  In 
1629,  the  Company  otTered  grants  and  privile,ges 
I  to  patroons  who  should  lound  settlements  in  the 
}  province  o(  N'ew  Netherlands  of  fifiv  or  more 
adults.    Several  availed  themselves  of  this  offer. 
In  1632,  Minuit  was  recalled  and  Wouter  ^'an 
Twiller  appointed  in  his  place.     During  his  ad- 
ministration a  controversy  concerning  jurisdiction 
was  commenced  between  the  Dutch  and  the  Eng- 
lish.   The  latter  claimed  the  c  ountry  on  the  ground 
of  prior  discovery  by  Cabot  and  the  grant  of  James 
I.  covering  the  territory. 

In  163S,  the  weak  and  rapacious  Van  Twiller 
was  succeeded  in  the  government  of  the  colonv  bv 
William  Kieft.  Hostilities,  long  and  merciiess. 
occurred  with  the  Indians,  for  which  the  rash  and 

*  The  first  Dutch  traders  on  their  arri\  al  at  the  present  site  of 
Albany,  found  the  remains  of  a  fort  or  <.//<!/^.i«  on  Castle  Ui.and,  took 
measurements  of  it  (which  are  recorded  on  an  old  m.ip  in  the  New 
York  State  Library)  and  called  it  Fort  Nassau,  but  they  at  that  time 
built  no  fort  there.  The  old  fort  r,r\  Castle  Island,  wh  ch  suggested  the 
name  lor  the  island  itself,  was  undoubtedly  the  relic  of  a  previous  .oc- 
cupation by  the  French  as  a  trad  n-.;  pon.  The  name  of  Fort  Oranye, 
a  fort  on  the  mainland  at  the  fo-it  of  Slate  Street,  .\lbany,  was  on 
September  i,  1673,  ch.incrod  to  Fort  Nassau,  and  the  name  '^f  t'le  scttlo- 
I    ment  Eeverwyck  to  Willemstadt.  G.  K.  H. 
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cruel  Kicft  was  dcservcdl}  ccnsuiX'il.  ilo  was  re- 
called, and  succeeded  by  the  sturdy  and  lione.^t 
Peter  Stu}'\-csanl,  in  1647.  GMiin»\(.-r>v  c.nc  ern- 
ing  jurisdiction  and  Ljeneral  disorders  troui)lcd 
his  administration,  till,  in  1664,  Cluuies  II.  of 
England,  regardles-;  of  the  claims  of  the  Dutch, 
granted  to  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  York,  and 
Albany,  afterwards  James  II.,  the  whole  country 
from  the  Connecticut  to  the  Dela\yare,  ineluding 
the  entire  Dutch  jjossessions.  A  fleet  was  sent 
under  Col.  Richard  Nicollsby  the  Duke,  to  enforce 
his  claim,  and  on  tlie  3d  of  Septenil)er,  1664,  the 
province  was  surrendered  without  bKfodshed,  and 
the  government  of  New  Netherlands  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  English. 

Col.  NicoUs  at  once  assumed  the  functions  of 
governor  ;  the  name  Xew  Amsterdam  was  changed 
to  New  York,  and  Fort  Orange  to  Alljany  ;  laws 
for  the  government  of  the  province  were  prescribed, 
and  courts  for  their  administration  established.  In 
1668,  the  unpopular  Nicolls  resigned,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  odious  Col.  Francis  Lovelace.  Eng- 
land soon  became  involved  in  a  war  with  Holland. 
July  30,  1673,  New  York  surrendered  to  the  Dutch 
without  resistance.  Capt.  Anthony  Colvc  became 
Dutch  governor  ;  but  on  the  conclusiijn  of  peace 
between  the  two  powers,  February  9,  1674,  the 
province,  by  treaty,  reverted  to  the  English.  A 
new  patent  was  issued  to  James,  contirmmg  the 
first,  and  Sir  Edmund  Andros  \\"as  cc  immissioned 
governor.  The  despotic  agent  of  a  de>[iotic  ruler, 
he  was  unpopular,  and  became  involved  in  diffi- 
culties with  the  neighboring  colonies.  He  was  re- 
called, and  'Iliomas  Dongan,  his  successor,  ar- 
rived August,  16S3.  October  17th  of  the  same 
year,  the  first  Colonial  Assembly  was  convened  ; 
many  needed  reforms  were  institutetl,  counties  were 
erected,  and  better  times  appeared  to  have  dawned. 
The  most  important  act  of  this  Assembly  was  the 
adoption  of  a  charter  of  liberties  and  jwiyileges,  or 
bill  of  rights.  The  hopes  thus  raised  w-ere  soon 
disappointed.  On  the  accession  of  James  II.  to 
the  English  throne,  in  16S5,  he  refused  confirma- 
tion of  the  privileges  which  had  been  granted  while 
he  \vas  Duke  of  York,  prohibited  the  .\ssembly. 
forbade  the  establishment  of  a  printini,'  pp^ss  in  the 
colonv,  and  filled  the  principal  ollices  in  the  prov 
.ince  with  partisan  Roman  ,  Catholics.  During 
Dongan's  administration,  a  war  broke  out  between 
the  Iroquois  and  the  French.  The  couniry  of  the 
former  had  been  invaded  by  De  la  Barre  and  M. 
Denonville  succe,>.^i\cly ;  and,  in  retaliation,  the  Iro- 
quois, twelve  hundred  strong,  fell  upon  the  French 
on  the  south  side  of  the  island  of  Montreal, 


"  burned  their  houses,  sacked  their  plantations, 
anil  put  to  the  sword  all  the  men,  women  and  cliil- 
drcu  without  the  skirts  of  the  town.  .-V  thousand 
French  were  slain  in  this  insasion,  and  twenty-six 
were  carried  into  captivity  and  burned  alive."  The 
French  yielded  their  claim  to  the  territory  soutli  of 
Lake  Ontario,  and  peace  returned. 

In   16S8,  New  York  was  placed  in  the  same 
jurisdiction  with  New  England  :  the  liberal  Dongan 
j  was  recalled,  and  Francis  Nicholson  temporarily 
succeeded  him.     The  arbitrary  and  loolish  King 
James  II.  abdicated  in  1 688,  and  in  1689  William 
and  ]Mary  ascended  the  English  throne.     Sir  Ed- 
mund Andros  was  seized  at   Boston,   and  the 
popular  Jacob  Leisler  held  the  fort  at  New  York, 
awaiting  the  policy  of  the  new  sovereigns.  During 
the  two  years  of  Leisler's  control,  the  French  and 
English  made  a  descent  on  Schenectady,  February 
8,  1690,  and  massacred  about  sixty  of  the  inhabit- 
I  ants.    The  danger  by  wdiich  they  were  threatened 
I  induced  all  die  people,  many  of  whom  were  op- 
I  posed  to  Leisler — to  submit  to  his  authority  for  the 
time.    On  the  arrival,  in  March,  1691,  of  Col. 
I  Sloughter,  who  had  been  commissioned  governor, 
j  Leisler  was  unfairly  tried  by  a  special  commission, 
!  and  unjustly  sentenced  to  death.    The  governor 
j  refused  to  sign  his  death  warrant,  until  over-per- 
I  suaded  while  intoxicated.    Leisler  was  murdered 
I  by  his  enemies  before  the  governor  had  recovered 
j  from  his  intoxication.    Sloughter  died  after  a  weak 
I  administration  of  only  a  few  months, 
i      In  August,  1692,  Benjamin  Fletcher  arrived  wiih 
a  commission  as  governor.  He  was  narrow,  violent, 
avaricious  and  bigotetl,  and  his  administration  was 
j  a  continual  exhibition  of  these  qualities. 

During  his  time,  the  Episcopal  Church  became 
i  the  religion  of  the  province,  as  the  Dutch  Reformed 
j  had  previously  been.    In  1696,  \Vm.  Bradford  es- 
I  tablished  the  first  printing-office   in  New  Y'ork. 
I  Bold    piracies,   reaching   into    the   very  harbor 
!  of    t.ie    city,   crippled    the   commercial  inter- 
ests.   The  war  with  France  raged,  and  the  French 
and  Indians  under  Count  Frontenac  invaded  the 
country  of  the  Iroquois,  killing  and  taking  prison- 
'  ers.    The  Indians  retaliated  by  hostile  incursions 
among  their  enemies,  but  the  peace  ol  Ryswick, 
between  France  and  England,  in  1697,  terminated 
these  hostilities. 

Gov.  Fletcher  was  succeeded  in  169S  by  Richard. 
Flarl  of  Bellomont.     He  died  in  1701,  leaving  a 
name  honoreil  for  integrity,  capacity  and  sympathy 
'  with  the  pef>ple.    In  hi.i  time  the  citizenship  and 
estate  of  the  Leisler  family  were  restored,  and  piracy 
,  was  checked.    John  Nanfan  succeeded  him  till  the 
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arrival  of  the  next  governor,  Lord  Cornbury,  in  | 
1702.    The  administration  of  this  governor  was 
chiefly  distinguished  for  religious  intulenince,  dis- 
honesty and    licentiousness — the  '.vorst  governor 
under  the  English  regime.     He  was  succeeded,  in 
1 70S,  by  Lord  Lovelace,  who  soon  died.    Under  | 
Lieut.-Gov.  Ingoldsby,  who  administered  the  gov- 
ernment after  his  death,  an  unsuccessful  expedition 
against  Canada  was  undertaken,  and  he  was  re- 
moved.   June  14,  1710,  Gov.  Robert  Hunter  ar- 
rived.     In   171 1,   another  disastrous  expedition 
against  Canada  was  made  ;  but  in  171 3,  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht  terminated  the  war  between  England 
and  France.  In  17  19,  Hunter  returned  to  England, 
in  failing  health,  and  Peter  Schuyler  was  governor, 
ad  interim,  till  the  arrival  of  William  Burnet  in 
1720.    On  the  accession  of  George  II.  the  accom- 
plished Burnet  was  transferred  to  the  government 
of  Massachusetts,  succeeded,  in   1728,  by  John 
Montgomerie,  who  died  in  1731.    Rip  Van  Dam, 
by  virtue  of  seniority  in  the  council,  was  his  suc- 
cessor, till  William  Cosby,  the  next  governor,  be- 
gaii,  in  1732,  an  administration  memorable  for  its 
arbitrary  proceedings  and  tumult,  rather  than  for 
striking  or  important  events.    The  libel  trial  of 
Zenger  was  in  his  term.    Cosby  died  in  1736,  and 
was  bU*.cccded  by  Geoige  Clark,  senior  counselor 
after  Van  Dam.  Clark  was  commissioned  lieutenant 
governor  in  the  following  October.     During  his  ! 
term,  the     negro  plot ''  and  the  disfranchisement 
of  the  Jews  were  leading  matters.    An  antagonism 
had  been  growing  during  some  time  between  the 
democratic  and  the  aristocratic  parlies  in  the  col- 
onies;   Clark,  at  first,  sought  to  conciliate  both, 
but  in  the  end  had  the  confidence  of  neither,  and 
his  retirement,  i:>n  the  arrival  of  his  successor,  Ad- 
miral George  Clinton,  in  1743,  was  little  regretted. 
Tiie    administration    of  Governor   Clinton  was 
characterized  by  a  continual  conflict  with  the  peo- 
ple, represented  in  the  provincial  Assembly.     Un-  j 
able  by  repeated  prorogAtir)ns  and  dissolutions  to  I 
coerce  them  into  submission,  he  resigned  after  an  ; 
administration  often  years,  and  was  succeeded,  in 
1753,  by  Sir  Danvers  Osborne.    After  an  adminis- 
tration of  a  few  days  he  committed  suicide  by  hang-  j 
ing,  deranged,  probably  because  of  the  embarrass-  I 
naent  by  which  he  was  surrounded  and  domestic  j 
grief.     He  was  succeeded  b_\'  Lieut.-Gov.  James  i 
De  Lancey,  till  the  arrival,  in  1755,  of  Sir  Charles  j 
Hardy,  who,  though  nominally  governor,  surren-  1 
dered  the  duties  of  the  office  into  the  hands  of  De  j 
Lancey.     Gov.   ll.irdy  resigned  in   1757,  and  De  ! 
Luncey  became  governor.     He  died  in  1760,  and  \ 
Cadwallader  Coldeii,  president  of  the  council,  to(;k  | 


charge  of  the  guvernment  until  October,  1761, 
when  Gen.  Robert  Monckton  assumed  the  guber- 
natorial functions;  but  on  the  13th  of  the  follow- 
ing month  he  left  the  administration  of  affairs  in  the 
hands  of  Golden,  and  went  on  an  expedition  against 
Martinique.  Colden's  administration  continued 
till  1765. 

CHAPTER  III. 


WAR    WrXH    FRANCE    AND    COMMENCEMENT    OF  THE 
REVOLUTION. 

AS  early  as  1722,  a  trading  post  was  established  at 
Oswego  by  Gov.  Burnet,  with  the  view  of 
establishing  others  farther  west  on  the  lakes,  and  se- 
curing the  trade  of  the  western  Indians.  To  inter- 
cept this,  and  secure  this  trade  for  themselves,  the 
French  established  a  post  and  erected  a  fort  at  Ni- 
agara, with  the  tlesign  of  extending  a  chain  of 
military  posts  to  the  Ohio  River,  and  thus  limiting 
the  English  trade. 

In  March,  1744,  war  was  declared  between 
France  and  England,  in  which  the  colonies  of  Ne  .v 
York  and  New  England  participated.  During  its 
continuance  the  country  north  from  Albany  was 
frequently-  ravaged  by  parties  of  French  and  In- 
dians. Saratoga  was  burned,  and  nearly  all  the  in- 
habitants either  killed  or  made  prisoners,  and  the 
village  of  Hoosic  taken. 

In  1746,  an  unsuccessful  expedition  against 
Canada  was  undertaken,  for  which  the  colony  of 
New  York  furnished  sixteen  hundred  men.  Peace 
was  concluded  at  Aix  La  Chapelle  in  1748,  and  a 
period  of  nominal  tranquillity  followed,  though  the 
frontier  was  desolated  by  savage  parties,  encouraged 
by  the  French. 

In  1755,  with,  the  view  of  checking  their  en- 
croachments, f;)ur  expcLiitions  were  sent  against 
them,  two  of  which  were  in  the  colony  of  New 
York.  One  of  them,  that  against  Niagara,  under 
Gov.  William  Shirley,  was  unsuccessful  ;  and  the 
other,  against  Crown  Point,  under  Sir  Wm.  J^'lm- 
son,  achieved  only  a  partial  success. 

It  was  not  till  1756  that  the  English  ministry 
aroused  from  its  imbecility  and  formally  declared 
war.  In  the  campaign  of  1756,  the  English  and 
colonial  forces  met  with  no  success,  but  the  two 
forts  at  Oswego  were  lost,  with  i,6o&  prisoners  and 
much  war  material.  The  campaign  of  1757  was 
e(iually  unsuccessful  and  disastrous.  I'ort  William 
Henry,  on  Lake  George,  with  3.000  men,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  French  umler  Montcalm. 

On  the  accession  of  William  Pitt  to  the  head  of 
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tiie  British  ministry,  in  175S,  now  energy  was  in- 
fused into  its  measures,  and  a  fresh  impulse  given 
to  the  colonies.  Success  soon  turned  in  fxvor  of 
the  English,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  continued 
till  Canada  was  subdued.  Louisburg  surrendered 
in  1758;  Ticonderoga,  Crown  Point,  Niagara  and 
Quebec  fell  in  1759  :  and  Montreal,  Detroit,  Mich- 
ilimackinac  and  all  other  Canadian  posts  in  1760. 
The  French  power  in  America  was  ended.  A 
great  obstacle  to  the  prosperity  of  New  York  was 
removed  by  the  conquest  of  Canada.  There  were 
no  further  hostile  incursions  of  French  and  Indians 
into  its  territory.  The  treaty  of  peace  was  signed 
in  1763. 

During  many  years  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  had  attempted  to  make  encroachments  on 
what  the  colonists  regarded  as  their  riglits,  but 
without  complete  success.  The  taxation  of  the 
people  without  their  consent  was  sought  to  be  ac- 
complished in  some  insidious  manner,  and  was 
steadfastly  and  watchfully  guarded  against  by  the 
colonists  through  their  '  representatives  in  the 
colonial  Assembly.  In  1765,  the  notorious  Stamp 
Act  was  passed,  and  its  enforcement  in  the  City  of 
New  York  and  elsewhere  attempted.  It  was  re- 
sisted by  the  populace  ;  the  effig}'  of  Gov.  Colden, 
who  was  charged  with  its  execution,  was  hanged 
and  burned  in  the  streets,  and  a  quantity  of  the 
stamped  paper  was  seized  and  consumed  in  a  bon- 
fire. 

Through  the  influence  of  London  merchants, 
whose  colonial  trade  suffered  by  reason  of  the  act, 
the  odious  law  was  repealed  in  1766;  but  its  re- 
peal was  followed  by  a  declaration  by  Parliament 
of  the  right  "  to  bind  the  colonies  in  all  cases  what- 
soever." Troops  were  quartered  in  New  York 
City,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  laws  that 
Parliament  might  enact.  Collisions  occurred  be- 
tween these  troops  and  the  people,  and  the  As- 
sembly refused  appropriations  for  their  support. 
Parliament  declared  the  legislative  powers  of  the 
Assembly  annulled  until  com})iiance  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  government.  In  June,  1767,  a  bill 
was  enacted  by  Parliament  imposing  duties  on  tea 
and  certain  other  articles  imported  into  the  colonies. 
This  was  followed  by  a  revival  of  the  non-importa- 
tion agreement  that  had  previously  been  entered 
into  by  the  colonists,  and  again  the  interests  of  the 
English  merchants  procured  the  reiieal  of  all  these 
duties,  except  that  on  tea. 

Sir  Henr\-  M'jore  succeeded  Gov.  Ctjlden  in 
1765,  and  his  administration  continued  till  his 
death,  in  1769,  when  the  gi:>vernment  again  de- 
volved on   Cadwalladcr   Colden.      Between  the 


soldiers  and  the  Sons  of  Lil>erty  animosities  cc)n- 
tinued  to  exist.     On  the  iSth  of  January,  1770,  a 
collision  between  patriot  citizens  and  the  soldiery 
occurred  at  Golden  Hill,  in  New  York  Citv,  in 
which  several  of  the  citizens  were  wounded. 
I      In  October,   1770,  Lord  Dunmore  sujierseded 
j  Colden.     In  1771,  he  was  transferred  to  Virginia, 
I  and  succeeded  in  New  Y'ork  by  William  Trvon. 
I'he  non-importat'on  agreement  was  continued 
so  far  as  related  to  tea,  and  the  East  India  Com- 
pany suffered  severely  in  consequence.  Deter- 
mined to  maintain  the  assumed  right  of  taxation, 
the  British  government  remitted  to  the  coni[)anv 
the  export  duty  on  tea  shipped  to  the  colonies,  and 
demanded  3d.  per  pound  to  be  paid  in  America. 
Regardless  of  this  appeal  to  their  cupidity,  the 
!  people  made  such  demonstrations  of  resistance  that 
the  consignees  in  New  York  resigned,  and  when 
an  attempt  was  made  to  land  a  quantity  of  tea 
clandestinely,   it  was  tlirown  overboard    bv  the 
vigilance  committee,  April  22,  1774,  as  it  had  been 
[  done  in  Boston  on  the  i6th  of  the  previous  De- 
I  cember.     It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  op- 
pressive acts  of  the  King  and  Parliament  met  with 
as  firm  resistance  in  the  other  colonies  as  in  New 
York.    The  battle  of  Lexington,  April  19,  1773, 
was  the  signal  for  a  general  rush  to  arms  through- 
out all  the  colonies.    The  first  Continental  Con- 
gress met  September  5,  1774. 

In  New  York  City  the  arms  in  the  arsenals  were 
seized  and  distributed  among  the  people,  and  a 
provisional  government  for  the  city  was  organized, 
i  Ticonderoga  was  seized  on  the  lodi  of  May,  1775, 
i  by  Vermont  and  Connecticut  patriots  under  Col. 
j  Ethan  Allen,  and  two  days  later.  Crown  Point  was 
j  taken  by  Seth  Warner.     Thus  the  command  of 
Lake  Champlain  was  secured. 

The  adjourned  Continental  Congress,  with  five 
members  from  New  York,  assembled  in  Phila- 
delphia on  the  loth  of  May.  The  Prov  incial  Con- 
giess  assembled  in  New  York  April  20th  and  May 

22d. 

It  authorized  the  raising  of  two  regiments,  en- 
couraged the  making  of  powder  and  muskets, 
projected  forts,  and  appointed  a  Committee  of 
Safety. 

In  the  autumn  an  armament  was  collected  by 
Gen.  Philip  Schuyler,  at  Ticonderoga,  and  an  ex- 
pedition went  against  Canada,  under  Gen.  Richard 
Montgomery,  who  fell  at  Quebec,  December  31, 

'  1775.  The  forts  at  Chambly,  St.  Johns  and 
Montreal  were  taken,  and  Quebec  was  assaulted  ; 

\  but  the  colonial  force  was  finally  repulsed  by  over- 
whelming  numbers,  and  driven  out  of  Canada, 
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after  much  brave  fightiiiL,^  and  heroic  endurance, 
in  the  summer  of  1776. 


CIIAPTKR  IV. 


REVOLUTIONARY    KVF.NTS    IN"    XKW  YORK  THE  STATE 

GOVERNMENT  ESTABLISHED. 


ASHINGTONt*Liy  appointment  of  Congress, 
took  command  of  the  Continental  armv 


July  3,  1775,  Cambridge,  Mass.  Early  in  1776, 
Gen.  Charles  Lee,  with  a  force  of  twelve  hundred 

men,  occupied  the  City  of  New  York  against  Sir  j 

Henry  Clinton.   On  the  25th  June,  General  Howe,  i 

who  had  pre\'iously  evacuated  Boston  and  sailed  j 

for  Halifax,  appeared  off  Sandy  Hook  with  his  ! 
army,  where  he  was  soon  afterwards  joined  b}'  his 
brother,  Admiral  Howe,  with  a  force  of  British 

regulars  and  Hessians,  and  Clinton,  on  his  return  i 

from  an  unsuccessful  attack  on  Charleston,  making  j 

an  aggregate  force  of  about  30,000  men.  j 

The  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York  adjourned  I 

to  White  Plains,  where  it  convened  on  the  9th  of  | 

July,  and  ratified  the  Declaration  of  Independence  j 
by  the  Continental  Congress,  made  July  4,  1776. 

On  the  22d  of  August,  a  British  force  landed  on 
Long  Island,  and  on  the  27th  a  battle  was  fought, 
resulting  in  the  defeat  of  the  x^mericans,  who,  on 

the  night  of  the  29th,  favored  by  a  thick  fog,  re-  j 

treated  to  New  York.  We  have  not  space  to  tell  i 
the  horrible  story  of  the  New  York  prisons  and 

prison-ships,  nor  of  the  barbarian  execution  of  i 

Nathan  Hale.    The  plan  had  been  formed  to  cap-  j 

ture  New  York,  ascend  the  Hudson,  effect  a  junc-  j 

tion  with  a  force  from  Canada  under  Gen.  Carleton,  i 

and  thus  cut  off  communication  between  the  pa-  | 
triots  of  New  England  and  those  of  the  middle  and 

southern  colonies  ;  but  the  precautions  of  Wash-  j 

ington  and  the  failure  of  Carleton  frustrated  the  j 

plan.  j 

On  the  15th  of  September,  Gen.  Howe  took  pos-  J 

session  of  New  York,  and  the  Americans  retreated  ; 

to  Harlem  Heights.    Gen.  Plowe  sought  to  gain  : 

their  rear,  but  Washington's  movements  frustrated  ' 
his  designs.    On  the  28th  of  October,  was  fought 

the  battle  of  White  Plains.     Fort  Washington  and  ; 

Fort  Lee  were  taken  by  the  British  in  November.  i 

Opposed  to  Gen.  Carleton  at  ihe  north  v.'as  Gen.  j 

Gates,  who  abandoned  Crown  Point  and  cijncen-  j 

trated  liis  forces  at  Ticonderoga.'  A  small  squadron  ' 
was  formed  and  placed  on  Lake  Champlain  under 
command  of  Arnold  in  August.    An  action  took 

place  in  October  between  this  squadron  and  the  ' 


lieet  which  Carleton  had  prepared  at  St.  Johns,  in 
which  the  Americans  were  defeated  and  fell  back 
on  Ticonderoga.  Not  deeming  it  prudent  to  at- 
ti\ck4hem  there,  Gen.  Carleton  withdrew  to  Canada. 
The  whole  affair  reflected  credit  on  American  skill 
and  bravery  in  nawil  contest. 

On  the  2  1st  of  April,  1777,  the  first  State  Con- 
stitution was  adopted  at  Kingston,  and  under  it 
George  Clinton  vi-as  elected  governor. 

The  principal  object  of  the  British  in 'the  cam- 
paign of  1777,  was  to  carry  out  the  cherished  design 
of  separating  the  eastern  from  the  southern  colonies 
b}'  controlling  the  LIudson  River  and  Lake  Cham- 
plain.  Gen.  Burgoyne,  who  had  superseded  Gen. 
Carleton,  was  to  force  his  way  from  Canada,  and 
meet  Sir  Henry  Clinton  at  Albany,  while  Col.  St. 
Leger  was  to  ascend  the  St.  Lawrence,  and,  with  a 
force  of  lo_valists  and  Indians,  sweep  through  the 
iVIohawk  valley  from  Oswego  and  Rome,  and  join 
them  at  the  same  city. 

In  June,  Burgoyne  moved  on  Ticonderoga, 
which  Gen.  St.  Clair  evacuated  on  July  5th.  The 
American  army  retreated  to  Fort  Edward.  At 
Bennington,  the  Americans,  under  Gen.  John 
Stark,  achieveil  a  splendid  victory  over  a  detach- 
ment of  the  enemy  under  Col.  Baum,  on  the  17th 
of  August. 

Col.  St.  Leger  invested  Fort  Schuyler,  situated 
where  now  is  the  village  of  Rome.  Gen.  Gans- 
voort  was  in  command  of  the  fort,  called  later  Fort 
Stanwix,  to  whose  relief  Gen.  Herkimer  was  sent. 
Under  him  was  fought,  August  5th,  the  fierce  bat- 
tle of  Oriskany  against  Tories  and  Indians  from  the 
forces  of  St.  Leger.  The  bravery  of  Marinus  Wil- 
lett  and  Gen.  Arnold  saved  the  fort  and  led  St. 
Leger  to  withdraw  on  the  2  2d  of  August. 

Gen.  Philip  Schuyler,  in  command  of  the  north-_ 
ern  army,  continued  his  retreat  before  Burgoyne, 
until  he  reached  Van  Schaick's  Island,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Mohawk,  where  he  threw  up  in- 
trenchments  and  awaited  the  approach  of  the 
enemy.  Here  he  was  superseded  by  Gen.  Gates, 
who  advanced  his  forces  to  Bemis  Heights,  in 
Stillwater,  where  were  fought  the  desperate  and  de- 
cisive battles  of  the  19th  of  September  and  7th  of 
October,  and  Burgoyne  was  forced  to  surrender,  on 
the  17th  of  October,  his  whole  army  and  military 
equipage. 

While  operations  were  in  progress  in  the  vicinity 
of  Saratoga  Sir  Henry  Clinton  sought  to  make  a 
diversion  in  favor  of  Burgoyne.  He  proceeded  up 
the  Hudson,  captured  Forts  Montgomery  and 
Clinton,  devastated  the  settlements  along  the  banks 
of  the  river,  burnt  Kingston,  and,  on  learning  of 
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the  surrender  of  Burgoyne,  returned  to  New  York.  ' 

In  the  campaigns  of  1778  and  1779,  no  very  im- 
portant oj^erations  \vere  carried  on  in  New  \'<uk. 
The  Indians  of  the  Six  Natii)ns  (except  stjme  uf  the  ■ 
Oneidas  and  a  few  others)  were  iniUiced        the  \ 
Tories  to  carry  on  against  the  Americans  tlieir  j 
savage  and  cruel  warfare,  and  deva>tatu)n.  shiugluer 
and  massacres  were  the  result.    To  arrest  tiic^e  i 
depredations  Gen.  Jc)hn  Sullivan,  in  tlie  summer  of  , 
1/79;  ^^"^"^  an  army  of  3,000  men,  ascentled  the  ! 
Susquehanna  to  Tioga  Point,  where  he  was  ioined 
by  Gen.   James  Clinton  with  a  thuusand  men.  j 
With  these  forces  they  penetrated  tlie  country  of  j 
the  savages,  destroyed  their  towns,  and  laid  waste  ! 
their  cornfields  and  orchards,  all  through  Western  ' 
New  York.    Though  not  subdued  by  this  punish-  ' 
ment,  they  were  so  crippled  that  their  inroads  were  i 
less  frequent  and  destructive.  j 

During  the  years  i7Soand  1781.  the  Mohawk  ! 
valley  was  the  scene  of  devastation  by  the  savages 
of  the  Six  Nations,  particularl\  the  Mohawks,  under  | 
their  celebrated  chief  Brant.  The  oft-told  tales  of 
massacre  at  Wyoming,  Cherry  Valley,  Minnisink, 
Cobleskill,  and  other  peaceful  homes  along  the 
Susquehanna,  Mohawk,  Schoharie  and  Delaware  j 
valleys,  require  no  repetition.  Aside  from  these. 
New  York  was  not  the  scene  of  important  hostile 
operations.  The  year  1780  was  made  memorable 
by  the  treason  of  Arnold.  This  brave  and  daring 
officer  had,  for  some  irregularities  in  Philadelphia 
in  1778,  been  court-martialed  and  sentenced  to  be 
reprimanded  by  the  commander-in-chief  He  ap- 
parently acquiesced  in  the  sentence,  but  his  pride 
was  deeply  wounded,  and  he  thirsted  for  revenge. 
He  .solicited  and  obtained  command  of  West  Point, 
and  entered  into  negotiations  with  Sir  Hcnrv  Clin- 
ton for  the  delivery  of  that  fortress  into  the  hands 
of  the  British.  In  the  course  of  these  negotiations 
Major  John  Andre,  of  the  British  armv,  met  Gen. 
Arnold  on  the  banks  of  tlie  Hudson.  In  attenqit- 
ing  to  return  he  was  captured,  about  thirty  miles 
from  New  York,  by  three  militiamen,  named  John 
Paulding,  David  \\'illiams  ami  Isaac  Van  Wart,  j 
who  refused  his  offered  bribes,  and  deli\ered  him  i 
to  their  commander.  He  was  tried,  condemneil, 
and  executed  as  a  s[)y,  October  2.  17S0.  j 

The  Revolutionary  War  virtually  closed  with  the 
surrender  of  Cornwallis  and  his  arm\-  at  Yorktown 
on  the  iQth  of  October,  1781.  A  treatv  of  peace 
was  entered  into  on  the  3d  of  Se[)temi)er,  17S3, 
and  on  the  25th  of  November  in  the  same  year  the 
British  troops  evaciKUed  New  Ymk.  \Vashingt(_in 
laid  down  his  command  in  December. 

After  the  United  States  had  acliicved  their  inde-  | 


pendence,  it  was  early  perceived  that  the  confeder- 
ation, which  had  been  estalilished  for  a  particular 
])urpcjsc,  lacked  that  cohe-;ive  force  whicli  was  re- 
i]uisite  for  an  effectual  national  government. 
Measures  were  accordingly  instituted,  first  for  a  re- 
vision of  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  but,  finally, 
the  formati(.)n  of  a  national  Constitution  was  (.leter- 
mined  on  ;  and  such  Constitution  was  formed  by 
the  Convention  in  Philadelphia,  in  17S7.  Hamil- 
ton. Yates  and  Lansing  were  the  tlelegates  frcmi 
New  York.  After  its  adoption  by  the  requisite 
number  of  States,  it  was  ratified  in  Conventi(.)n  by 
the  State  of  New  York,  on  the  26th  of  July,  1788, 
by  a  vote  of  30  to  27,  and  seven  not  voting. 

The  difficulties  arising  out  of  the  conflicting 
claims  of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire  to  the 
territory  now  comprising  \^ermont.  since  17^3, 
which  had  been  held  in  partial  abe}ance  during 
the  Revolutionary  struggle,  were  finally  settled  by 
the  admission  of  the  disputed  territor}'  into  the 
Union,  in  1790,  under  the  name  of  Verm.ont,  as 
the  fourteenth  State. 

By  reason  of  indefiniteness  and  confusion  in  the 
original  grant.s,  Massachusetts  matle  valiti  claim 
upon  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  New  York.  This 
claim  was  settled  by  the  cession  to  Massachusetts 
of  all  rights,  except  that  of  political  sovereignty,  over 
about  one-fourth  of  the  State.  The  largest  tract  of 
these  lands,  embracing  what  has  been  known  as 
the  Gene.ssec  country,  was  sold  l\v  Massachusetts 
for  the  sum  of  one  million  dollars. 


CHAPTER  V. 

THE    W.VR    OF     I  81  2     BETWEF.N    THE   UNITED  ST.\TES 
AND   GREAT  BRITAIN. 


E.VRLY  in  the  present  century  difficulties  aro.'^e 
between  this  country-  and  Great  Britain  con- 
cerning the  rights  of  neutrals  on  the  seas,  and  the 
alleged  aggressions  of  the  British  became  a  subject 
of  bitter  animosity. 

The  English  government  claimed  the  right  to 
search  American  vessels  and  impress  into  its  ser- 
vice such  of  their  crews  as  it  chose  to  regard  as 
British  sulijects.  Claiming  that  the  vindication  of 
the  national  honor  demanded  it.  war  was  cleclared 
by  the  United  States  on  the  19th  of  June.  1S12. 
To  this  measure  there  was  a  strong  opposition, 
both  in  New  England  and  New  'N'ork.  Party  spirit 
ran  \  ery  high.  War  cri]>jiled  commerce  and  e\ery 
industry,  and  cost  money  and  men.  To  carry  it 
on,  an  invasion  of  Canada  was  determined  on, 


I-;-;!  r..'.. 


■  -     -    '    -  ■•  "      ■    _      r  •  ;"<.;;:-r--i.;' 

.  '  ^           -  :       i  \:u  vn 

•■    \  j-r  ,'■•!  ->;•;              i-:;  ■■■// 

-            :  ■.          '  /  !>  ;iri.i,;-,  ;  ,  '\ 

[;>■.;          '.•.]!'   '.!--"»iJftS)'.>'V>'j  •■■i'll!  b.Vi'Jjnf  bOii  ~ 

's\,  i'J.nu-.i  if.-.  f.-iV,/.;/-.  ■ 

;  ..-.  c-.ihi^i'y-i:  'rn-,;;  "Vilf  ,  -il ' 

-i:        .(^jor*.]     asrjii  ^i;-  i>o>i;i--i  !"•(/-■ 

■           H'n^  I'M  )= 

':          ^ .<7  7.-^  //     <.!-,■  ii  V 

■     ■■  ■   ■: ^  i: ;  -'.v',!;;T:/'f  i/,  !. ' 

.<>>'(Jf'»  <r  "  '■: 


8 


OUTLIXE  HISTORY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  AEIV  FORK. 


and  forces  were  collected  in  the  vicinity  of  Platts-  ; 
burg,    on  Lake   Chaniplain,    luulcr   Gen.  Henry  i 
Dearborn,  and  at  Lewislon,  on  the  Xia;::ara  Ri\er.  ■ 
under  Gen.  Stephen  \z.x\.  Rensselaer.    A  naval 
force  was  fitted  up  (jn  tlie  lakes,  and  Conini'  >dMre  \ 
Chauncey  was  jilaced  in  connnand  of  it.  Unsuc- 
cessful attempts  were  made  by  the  British  lleet  on 
Sackett's  Ilarbor  and  Ogdensburg.    The  British  ' 
vessel  Colcdiitiia  was  ca])tured  at  the  fjot  of  Lake 
Erie.     An  attack  was  made  on  the  heiLfhts  at  ! 
Queenstown,  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  Niai^ara  :  ! 
and  though  at  first  the  Americans  were  successful, 
they  were  finally  compelled  to  retreat. 

Early  in  the  spring"  of  1813,  a  successful  expe-  I 
dition  to  Canada  was  made  from  Ogdensburg.    In  ! 
retaliation,  an  attack  was  made  on  that  place,  some  1 
stores  were  taken,  several  vessels  destroyed,  and  j 
the  property  of  citizens  injured.     In  April,  a  suc- 
cessful expetlition   was   sent   by  Gen.  Dearborn 
against  York,  now  Toronto.     In  May,  the  British 
were  dri\en  from  Fort  George,  on  the  Niagara 
River,  near  Lake  Ontario,  and  the  enemy's  post  on 
that  frontier  Avas  evacuated.    Sackett's  Harbor  was  I 
attacked  by  the  British,  who  were  repulsed.    An  i 
unsuccessful  attack  was  also  made  by  them  on  the  | 
village  of  Black  Rock.  "  f 

The  brilliant  victory  of  Cc^umodore  Oliver  H.  j 
Perry,  on  Lake  Erie,  was  achieved  on  the  loth  ot 
September,  1813.    The  operations  on  Lake  On-  ; 
tario  were  less  decisive.     Late  in  the  autumn,  an 
unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  to  invade  Canada 
under  Gen.  W'ilkin.son.    The  American  generals  i 
Izard  and  Hampton  were  repulsed  near  the  border  | 
of  Franklin  County.     In  December  the  British  i 
took  Fort  Niagara,  and  massacred  a  large  part  of  | 
the  garrison,  and  even  hospital  patients.  Lewis- 
ton  was  burned,  and  the  villages  of  Youngstown, 
Manchester,  Schlosser  and   the  Indian  village  of 
Tuscarora  were  desastated  by  the  enemy.  The 
villages  of  Black  Rock  and   Buffalo  were  also 
burned,  and  thus  the  dt s<jlation  of  the  Niagara 
frontier  was  completed. 

Early  in  1S14,  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  Brit- 
ish to  .capture  some  military  stores  at  Oswego  j 
Falls,  but  without  success.    On  the  3d  of  July,  ! 
1 8 14,  F"ort  Erie  was  taken  by  the  Americans,  and  ! 
on  the  25th  a  tiattle  was  fought  at  Lundy's  Lane. 
In  August,  Fort  Erie  was  t)csicgcd  by  the  British, 
who  were  compelletl   to  retire.      Scott,  Wool, 
Brown,  Miller  and   other  American  ci>mmanders 
showed  remarkable  skill  and  bravcr\-  in  iIkso  bat- 
tles ;   but  many  noble  lives  were  lost  and  liule 
gaineii  in  compensation. 

The  plan  of  a  dismemberment  of  the  Union,  by  \ 


possessing  Lake  Champlain  and  the  Hudson  Ri\er 
and  capturing  New  York,  was  again  formed.  It 
was  lu)[)ed  that  discrmteni  and  opposition  to  the 
war  in  Xew  England,  and  pd^sibly  in  New  York, 
might  lead  to  the  conclusion  of  a  separate  jjeace 
with  these  States.  The  j)eople.  howe\'cr,  were  full}- 
aroused,  and  the  defenses  of  New  York  were 
strengthened  ami  strongl_\-  garrisoned.  An  in\'asion 
was  undertaken  fr()m  Canada,  and  a  descent  \\'as 
made  upon  Plattsburg  b\'  an  arm}'  of  11,000  men 
under  Sir  George  Prevost.  A  severe  engagement, 
on  the  nth  of  September  compelled  him  to  retire 
with  great  loss.  The  British  lleet,  under  Commo- 
dore Downie.  was  on  the  same  day  captured  on 
Lake  Chamjilain  b}- Commodore  McDom  iugh.  No 
further  invasion  of  the  New  York  frontier  took 
place.  On  the  24th  of  December,  1S14,  a  treaty 
of  })eace  was  concluded  at  Ghent.  The  cruel  war 
was  ended,  and  the  Union  was  made  strcjnger. 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins  was  the  great  war  governor, 
and  was  left  almost  single-handed  to  protect  our 
northern  frontier.  New  England,  excepting  Ver- 
mont, being  filled  wiili  discontents.  No  State 
suffered  more  than  New  York,  or  gained  more  b\' 
the  return  of  peace. 

No  other  serious  interruption  of  the  peacetu! 
relations  between  this  country  and  England  has 
occurred.  Some  infractions  of  the  neutralii}'  laws 
have  been  attempted  on  the  Canadian  frontier,  the 
chief  of  which  took  place  during  the  Canadian  re- 
bellion, commonly  known  as  the  "Patriot  war,'" 
in  1S37-38. 

What  were  known  as  tlie  "anti-rent  disturb- 
ances."  growing  out  of  the  manorial  claims,  com- 
menced as  earl}- as  1839,  and  were  not  terminated 
till  1846.  Laws  were  enacted  to  modify  the  pro- 
cess of  cobeciing  rents  and  to  extend  the  time  fur 
■•  re-entry  "  on  lands  where  rents  were  in  arrears, 
and  quiet  was  finally  re>tored. 

The  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States 
led  ti)  hostilities  between  Mexicc>  and  this  nation, 
and  on  the  nth  of  May,  1846,  Congress  declared 
that,  by  the  acts  of  the  ^Mexicans,  war  existed  be- 
tw-een  the  two  nations.  The  .\mericans  were  vic- 
torious in  all  im[)ortant  engagen-ients  with  the 
Mexican  arm}-,  and  the  part  taken  b}-  die  troo|.s 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  under  Generals  Worth 
and  W'ji'l,  was  conspicuous  and  highly  creditable 
t(  >  their  val'  >r. 

From  lime  to  lime,  the  Legislature  enacted  laws 
concerning  slavery,  down  to  the  year  1S19.  A  law 
passed  in  1799  provided  for  the  gradual  extinction 
of  slavery  in  the  State.  In  1S17  a  further  act 
was  passed  decreeing  that  there  should  be  no  slav- 
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eiy  in  the  State  after  the  4th  of  July,  1S27.  Ten 
thousand  slaves  were  set  free  by  tliis  act,  and  the 
dark  stain  was  wiped  out. 

The  recoL,^nition  of  slavery  in  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States  was  earnestly  resisted  during 
many  years,  and  the  controversy  finally  resulted  in 
a  gigantic  ci^l  war.  On  the  election  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  to  the  Presidenc}-.  in  i860,  on  the  jjlatform 
of  .avowed  hostility  to  the  cxtensii^m  <jf  sla\ery, 
and  the  failure  to  ellect  a  omipromise  bv  ^\  hicli  the 
institution  sliould  be  recognized  or  tolerated  in 
any  of  the  Territories,  the  Southern  States  deter- 
mined to  secede  from  the  L'nion  and  ejtabli>h  a 
separate  government.  The  attack  bv  the  Confede- 
rates, as  tliese  States  styled  themsehes,  on  Fort 
Sumter,  was  tiie  first  overt  act  of  the  Rebellion, 
and  its  occurrence,  in  Apiil,  t86i,  was  the  com- 
mencement of  active  hostilities.  Before  the  close 
of  that  year  the  State  of  New  York  had  placed  in 
the  field  one  hundred  and  fifteen  regiments. 

In  July,  1863,  during  the  execution  uf  a  draft 
ordered  by  Congres.5,  an  alarming  riot  occurred  in 
the  City  of  New  York.  The  police  were  unable  to 
check  its  progress,  and  during  several  days  the  city 
was  convulsed  with  lawlessness,  rapine  and  murder. 
The  outbreak  was  finally  quelled  by  military  force, 
but  not  until  a  large  amount  of  propertv  had  been 
destroyed  and  many  lives  sacrificed.  Tlie  war 
was  prolonged  till  April,  1S65,  when  it  terminated 
with  the  complete  success  of  the  Union  arms  and 
dispersion  of  the  rebel  army.  This  State  had  done 
its  part  in  this  great  struggle. 


'  ^  -     '  CHAPTER  VI. 

INTERNAL    IMPROVEMEXTS  CONSTITUTIOX.AL  .AMEND- 
MENTS SCHOOLS  STATISTICS. 

IN  1791,  the  Legislature  ordered  an  exploration 
and  survey  to  ascertain  the  most  eligible  meth- 
od of  removing  obstructions  from  the  Mohawk  and 
Hudson  Rivers,  with  a  view  to  improve  their  navi- 
gation by  the  construction  of  canals.  In  1793, 
two  companies  were  incorporated,  styled  the  North- 
ern and  Western  Inland  Lock  Navigation  Com- 
panies, for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  navigation  bv 
connecting  Lake  Ontario  with  the  ]\Iohawk  and 
Lake  Champlain  with  the  Hudson  by  canals. 
■  Among  the  prime  movers  were  Gen.  Schuyler  and 
Elkanah  Watson. 

In  1 8 10,  a  provision  was  made  by  the  Legislature 
"for  exploring  the  route  of  an  inland  navigation 
from  Hudson's  River  to  Lake  Ontario  and  Lake 


Erie.  '  It  was  at  first  proposed  to  solicit  aid  from 
the  general  government  to  carry  out  this  work;  but 
in  18 1 2,  a  commission  reported  to  the  Legislature 
that  sound  policy  demanded  th,it  this  should  be 
done  by  the  State.  War  with  Great  Britain  inter- 
rupted the  project. 

On  the  termination  of  the  war  the  project  was 
I  revived;  and  notwithstanding  the  formidable  char- 
;  acter  of  the  undertaking,  and  the  ditliculties  m  its 
way,  through  the  untiring  energ\-  and  perseverance 
of  De  Witt  Clinton,  an  act  prepared  by  him  was 
passed  in  April,  181  7,  authorizing  the  construction 
of  the  work.    This — the  Erie  Canal — was  conv- 
:  menced  on  the  4  th  of  July  in  that  _\-ear,  and  on  the 
!  26th  of  October.  1825,  the  first  flotilla  of  boats  left 
:  Buffalo  for  New  York.    Its  departure  was  commu- 
I  nicated  to  New  York  in  one  hour  and  twenty  min- 
I  utes  by  the  discharge  of  cannon  stationed  within 
i  hearing  of  each  other.    This  was  then  regarded  as 
j  a  rapid  transmission  of  intelligence. 
;      The  first  railroad  in  the  State,  between  Albany 
!  and   Schenectady,   was  chartered    in   1826,  and 
I  completed  in  1831.    Other  roads  through  the  cen- 
i  tral  portion  of  the  State  were  soon  constructed, 
f  and  railroad  connection  between  the  great  lakes 
i  and  Hudson  River  established,     lu  1S51,  these 
!  different  roads  were  consolidated  into  the  present 
:  immense  New  York  Central  Railroad:  and,  subse- 
i  c^uentlv,   connection  was  made  by  the  Hudson 
;  River  Railroad,  with  the  City  of  New  York.  In 
I  1833,  die  New  York  and  Erie  Railway  was  com- 
menced, and  completed  in  1S52.    The  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Erie  Canal  to  its  present  capacity  was 
commenced   in   1835  and   completed   in  1S62. 
These  constitute  the  main  avenues  of  travel  and 
'  transportation  through  the  State,  between  its  eastern 
!  and  wes:ern  extremities.     Connecting  routes  in 
every  direction  have  come  into  existence,  and  the 
facilities  for  transportation  and  travel  in  this  State 
are  not  excelled  by  those  of  any  other.   It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  call  attention  to  the  telegraph  lines 
that  ramify  through  all  parts  of  the  State. 
^      It  has  already  been  stated  that  a  State  Constitu- 
I  don  was  adopted  in  1777.    Several  amendments 
i  to  this  Constitution  were  ad>:'pted  in  tlie  Convention 
I  of  1 82 1,  and  the  new  Constitution  was  adopted  in 
i  1822,  at  a  popular  election  held  for  tliat  purpose, 

bv  a  large  majority  in  a  vote  of  ii'''.9ii;. 
1  On  the  ist  of  June,  1S46,  another  constitutional 
;  convention  met  at  Albany,  which  continued  in 
'  session  more  than  four  month-;.  The  amendments 
adopted  by  that  body  were  ratified  by  the  people 
:  in  tiie  following  November,  by  a  majority  of  more 
I  than  20,000  votes. 
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In  June,  1S67,  another  constitutional  conven- 
tion assembled.  The  amended  Constitution  framed 
by  this  convention,  submitted  to  the  people  in  No- 
vember, 1S69,  resulted  in  its  rejection,  e.\ccj)t  tlie 
article  making  changes  in  the  judiciary,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  more  than  66,oco.  The  judiciary  article 
was  accepted  by  a  small  majority. 

In  1S72,  a  commission  ol' tliirt\-t\vo  persons  was 
appointed  to  propose  to  the  Legislature  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution.  In  1873  several  im- 
portant amendments  were  recommended,  and  rati- 
fied at  the  election  in  1S7J.  It  is  a  notable  fact 
that,  as  changes  have  been  made  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  State,  the  elective  franchise  has  been 
extended. 

In  1784,  a  law  was  enacted  incorporating  the 
Regents  of  the  University  of  New  York.  They 
were  entrusted  with  the  higher  education  of  the 
State,  as  imparted  or  to  be  imparted  in  colleges 
and  academies.  The  first  academies  incorporated 
by  them  were  Erasmus  Hall  of  Flatbush,  and 
Clinton  Hall  of  Easthampton,  both  on  Long 
Island,  and  both  incorporated  November  20,  17S7. 
In  their  report  for  1793,  they  called  attention  to  the 
importance  of  instituting  a  Common  School  System. 
At  different  times,  fruni  1787  to  1795,  Gov.  Clin- 
ton called  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the 
same  subject.  In  the  latter  year,  an  act  was  passed 
appropriating  $50,000  annually,  for  five  }ears,  for 
the  encouragement  of  schools.  In  1S05,  after 
attention  had  rei)eatedly  been  called  to  the  subject 
by  the  different  governors,  the  Legislature  passed 
an  act  laying  the  foundation  of  the  present  com- 
mon school  fund.  In  181 2,  the  common  school 
system  was  adopted,  comprising  substantially  the 
features  of  the  system  as  it  existed  up  to  1840.  In 
1854,'  a  Department  of  Public  Instruction  was 
established,  and  Victr.r  M.  Rice  made  the  first 
Superintendent.  Under  his  administration  of  nine 
years,  Normal  Schools  were  established,  County 
Supervision  and  Teachers"  Institutes  made  more 
efficient,  the  odious  rate  bill  was  abolished,  and 
other  improvements  inaugurated,  which  lay  at  the 
foundation  of  all  that  has  since  been  done  under 
our  grand  school  system. 

The  State  Agricultural  Society,  which  has  been 
productive  c)f  such  great  l)cnefit,  was  organized 
at  a  convention  in  .Mbau}-  in  1832.  It  was  reor- 
ganized in  1 84 1,  and  measures  were  adopted  for 
raising  funds  and  holding  annual  fairs. 

In  1836,  the  Legislature  ordicred  a  scientific 
sur\ey  of  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  developing 
a  knowledge  of  its  geology,  mineralogy  and  nat- 
ural history.    The  published  reports  of  this  survey 


are  of  verv  crrcat  value.  To  Prof  Tames  Hall  is 
!  chiefly  due  this  great  work. 

i      The  following  list  of  the  Governors,  Lieutenant 
Governors  and  Presidents  of  tlie  Council  wlio  have 
I  administered  the  Government  of  the  Colony  and 
j  of  the  State  of  New  York  from  1629  to  the  jjresent 
time,  will  be  found  convenient  for  reference  : 

UxDERTHF,  Di  tch. — Directors  General — Atlriaen 
Joris,  1623  ;  Cornelis  Jacobsen  May,  1624  :  W'illem 
Verhulst,  1625  ;  Peter  Minuit,  1626  ;  The  Coun- 
cil, 1632;  \Vouter  Van  Twiller.  1633;  William 
Kieft,  1638  ;  Peter  Stuyvesant,  1647. 

UxDER  THE  ExGLiSH. — Coloiial  Govemors,  etc., 
1664-73 — Richard  NicoUs,  1664;  Col.  Francis 
Lovelace,  1667. 

L'xDEK  THE  Dutch  ag.\ix,  1673.- — Cornelis  Ev- 
ertse,  Jr.,  Jacob  Benckes,  and  Council  of  War, 
August  19;  Anthony  Cohe,  September  19,  1673. 

Under  the  English. — Colonial  Governors,  etc  — 
i\Iajor  Edmund  Andros,  1674  ;  Anthony  Brock- 
holies  (Commander-in-Chict),  1677;  Sir  Edmund 
Andros,  1678;  Anthony  Brockholles,  1681  ;  Col. 
Thomas  Dongan,    1682  ;   Sir  Edmund  Andros, 
August  II,  1683  ;  Francis  Nicholson  (Lieutenant 
Governor),    Octi:)ber    9,    1688  ;    Jacob  Leisler, 
1689;  Col.   Henry  Sloughter,   March  19,    1691  ; 
Major  Richard  Ingoldsby,  July  26,   1691  ;  Col. 
Benj.    Fletcher     (Commander-in-Chier),      1692  ; 
Richard,  Earl  of  Bellomont,  16S8  ;  John  Nanfan 
(Lieutenant  Governor),  .1699  ;  Earl  of  Bellomont, 
1700:  ^^'illiam  Smith  (eldest  Councillor),  1701  ; 
John  Nanfan  (Lieutenant  Governor),  1701  ;  Lord 
Cornburv,    1702:   John,   Lord  Lovelace,  1708; 
Peter  Schuyler  (Presielent),   r^Iay  6,  Richard  In- 
goldsby (Lieutenant  Governor),  ]\fay  9,  and  Peter 
Schuvler,  r^Iay  25,  and  Richard  Ingoldsby  (  Lieu- 
tenant Go.ernor),  June  I,  1 709;  Gerardus  Beeck- 
man,  April  10  ;   Brigadier  Robert  Hunter,  June 
14,    1710;   Peter   Schuyler   (President),  1719: 
William  Burnet,  1720;  John  ]\Iontgomerie,  172S  : 
Rip  Van  Dam  (President),  1731  ;  C(.il.  Wm.  Cosby, 
I   1732;   Geo.  Clarke  (President),   1736;  .\dmiral 
I  Cico.  Clinton,  1743;  Sir  Danvers  Osborne,  Octo- 
]  ber  10,  and  fames  De  Lancey  (Lieutenant  (iov- 
'  ernor).   October  12,    1753;   Sir  Charles  Hardy, 
I   '  755  ;  James  De  Lance}'  (Lieutenant  Gcivcrnor), 
I   1757;    Cadwallader   Colden    (President).  1760; 
I  Major-Genera!  Robert  ^Monckton,  October  26,  and 
I  Cadwallader  Colden  (Lieutenant  Governor).  No- 
j  vember  18,  17')!  ;  Major  General  Ri.bert  Monck- 
j  ton.  1762;  Cadwallader  Colden,  I7^'3;  Sir  Henry 
I   Moore,  1765;  Cadwallader  Colden,   1769  ;  John, 
Earl  of  Dunmore,   1770;  William  Tryon.  1771  ; 
I  Cadwallader  Colden  (Lieutenant  Governor),  1774  ; 
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William  Tryon,   1 775  ;  James  Robertson,   1 780  ; 
Andrew  Elliot  (Lieutenant  Governor),  17S3. 

Governors  of  tlie  State:  George  Clinton,  1777; 
John  Jay,  1795  ;  George  Clinton,  1801  ;  IMorgan 
Lewis,    1S04  ;    Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  1807; 
Witt  Clinton,  1S17;  Joseph  C.Yates,   1S22  ;  De 
Witt  Clinton,   1824;  ?*Iartin  Van  Buren,   1S28;  ; 
Enos  T.  Throop,  1830;  William  L.  [Marcy,  1832  ; 
William  H.  Seward,   1S3S;  William  c'  Bouck, 
1842;   Silas  Wright,  1S44;  John  Young,  1846; 
Hamilton  Fish,  1S4S;  Washington  Hunt,  1850; 
Horatio  Seymour,  1S52  ;  ]Myron  H.  Clark,  1S54;  ' 
John  A.  King,  1856;, Edwin  D.Morgan,  1858; 
Horatio  Seymour,    1S62;    Reuben    E.  Fenton,  ; 
1864;   John  T.   Hoffman,   1868;  John  A.  Dix,  | 


1872  ;  Samuel  J.  Tilden,  1874  ;  Lucius  Robinson, 
1876;  Alonzo  B.  Cornell,  iSSo;  Grover  Cleve- 
land, 18S3  ;  David  B.  Hi!!,  1S85. 

Tlie  population  of  the  colony  and  State  of  New 
York  was.  in  1698,  18,067;  1703.  20,665;  1723, 
40,564:  1 73 1,  5^-824  :  1737,  60,437;  1746, 
61,589;  1749,  73.3-^8;  1756,  96,790;  1771, 
163,337;  1793-340.120;  ifoo,  586,756;  1810, 
959,049:  1820,  1,372,812:  1830,  1,918,608; 
1840,  2,428,921;  1850,3,097,394;  1S60,  3,880,- 
735;  'S70,  4,382,759;  iSSo,  5,084,173- 

Of  ilie  total  population  there  were  in  1790, 
21,324  slaves;  in  1800,  33,343;  i8io,  15,017; 
1820,  10,088;  1830,  75;  1S40,  4. 
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COUNTY    OF  ALBANY. 

WKITTEX   AND   EDITED  BY 

PROF.   JONATHAN   TENNEY,  PH.D. 


TOPOGRArilV. 

THE  County  of  Albany,  one  of  the  original  ten 
counties  of  the  present  State  of  New  York, 
bears  the  name  of  tlie  Scotch  title  of  the  Duke  of 
York  and  Albany,  afterwards  King  James  II.  of 
England.  It  was  incorporated  under  Gov.  Thomas 
Dongan,  November  i,  16S3,  and  confirmed 
October  i,  1691.  It  is  situated  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  Hudson  River,  about  165  miles  from  its 
sources  in  the  Adirondacks,  and  168  miles  from 
its  mouth  at  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  reckoning  from  the 
Mohawk.  It  lies  at  the  head  of  tide  water,  and 
of  sloop  and  steamboat  navigation.  Its  latitude  is 
between  42*^  23' and  42^  49'N.  Its  longitude  is 
between  2^^  40'  and  3*^  15'  E.  fnan  Washington,  and 
15'  and  20'  W.  from  New  York  City.  Its  e.\tent, 
east  and  west,  is  about  25  miles  ;  north  and  south, 
22  miles.  It  has  an  area  of  about  544  square  miles, 
or  348,160  acres.  Its  northern  and  southern 
boundaries  are  nearly  parallel,  and  its  western 
boundary,  throughout  its  whole  extent,  is  under- 
stood to  run  equidistant  from  the  course  of  the 
Hudson  River  in  all  its  windings. 

LAND  SURFACJ-:.  ' 

The  land  surface  of  the  county  is  strikingly  diver- 
sified. Alluvial  tlats,  varying  from  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  to  one  mile  in  breadth,  lie  along  the  Hud- 
son, from  which  hills  arise,  by  slopes  now  gentle, 
now  abrupt,  to  an  elevation  of  from  100  to  200  feet. 
From  these  extend  undulating  plains,  varied  bv 
fields  of  sand  and  clay,  small  marches  and  ravines 
made  by  the  waterways,  until  the  foot  of  the 
Helderbergs  is  reached  on  tiie  west,  making  a  total 
rise  of  from  400  to  800  feet  above  the  tides.  Then 
come  these  HeKlerberg  hills,  rising  from  300  to 
1,000  feet  higher,  and  often  forming  a  preci[>ilous 
wall  of  100  feet  or  more.  There  are  no  isolated 
peaks  to  these  hills.  Beyond,  sloping  gradually 
toward  the  west  and  south,  are  irregular  and  rocky 
plateaus  in  the  towns  of  Ilfrne  and  Ren^selaerville. 


Along  the  iMuhawk  the  lani.1  is  broken  and  rugged. 
Rocky  ridges,  deep  gullies  and  hills  and  plains  of 
clay  and  sand,  are  abundant  throughout  the  county. 

The  highest  elevation  in  the  county  is  at  the 
place  called  the  "  Helderbcrg  Station"  of  the 
United  States  Coast  Survey,  a  location  which 
ought  to  have  a  more  distinctive  name.  Its  sum- 
mit is  1.S23  feet  above  sea  level.  It  lies  in  the 
town  of  New  Scotland.  The  Helderberg  Hills 
are  a  leading  feature  of  the  county,  whether  we 
consider  their  prominence,  their  geological  struc- 
ture, or  their  relation  to  soil  ami  climate.  Their 
'"romantic  wooded  rock  scenery,  dark  caverns, 
sprayey  waterfalls,  varied  landscape  and  accessible 
mountain  grandeur  render  them  of  interest  to  the 
artist,  author,  student,  poet,  tourist  and  rusiicator," 
says  Colvin. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

Hills. — The  name  Helderberg  signifies  Clear 
[Mountain.  Its  hills  and  ranges  connect  with 
the  Catskills,  of  which  they  are  outlying  spurs. 
They  are  a  continuation  of  the  Allegany  Moun- 
tains, running  northerly  across  our  county, 
and  a  part  of  the  great  .Appalachian  s_\>tem  to 
which  belong  the  Adiromlacks,  the  Green  Mrmn- 
tains  and  the  White  Hills.  No  descrijition  of 
the>e  hills  so  graphic  as  that  written  by  Yerplanck 
Colvin,  of  Albany,  antl  pulilished  in  Harper's 
•■'Monthly  ^lagazine,'"'  for  October.  1S69,  has  yet 
been  seen  or  read.  He  tells  you  of  their  dark,  gray 
cliffs,  their  fearful  overhanging  precipices,  their 
rock-filled  gorge-,  their  gloomy  recesses  untrodden 
bv  man,  their  drip[)ing  rocks,  their  di'mes  and 
dark  intricate  cavcrn>.  their  waterfalls  tliat  drop 
into  caves,  and,  after  suinerranean  flow,  ajjpear 
again  as  tributaries  to  larger  streams  :  of  their 
seciucaiered  dens,  once  the  resort  of  savage  beasts 
and  more  savage  Indians  and  Tories  :  of  the  Indian 
trail  and  Indian  ladder;  of  shell-covered  cliffs  and 
limestone  rocks  charged  with  fossils  that  tell  us 
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GEOGRAPHY. 


that  once  they  formed  beds  of  the  olil  ocean.  As- 
cending the  summits,  he  shows  you  the  sutured 
plateaus  and  the  splendid  scene  in  the  widespread 
panorama  of  field  and  forest  and  distant  hills 
around  you. 

The  learned  .*>ir  Cliarlcs  Lyell,  of  England,  visited 
this  region  and  viewed  its  varied  wonders  with 
amazement,  and  spoke  of  them  as  a  new  worhl, 
forgotten  by  men  of  science,  abounding  in 
striking  peculiarities  worthy  of  close  study. 
Dr.  jMarkle  remembers  his  remark  that  the 
"Helderbergs  are  a  key  to  the  geology  of  North 
America. 

Recently  they  are  much  visited,  and  arc  becoming 
a  favorite  summer  resort  to  the  weary  student  and 
the  tired  and  stifled  denizens  of  the  city,  as  well  as 
to  the  appreciative  lover  of  nature.  Butter  facilities 
for  access  to  them,  and  pleasant  homes  upon  their 
slopes  and  summits,  are  now  provided. 

There  are  other  hills  iii  the  county  that  ha\e 
a  local  habitation  and  a  name,  '  as  Cedar  Hill,  in 
Bethlehem;  Mossy  and  Gedney  Hills,  in  Coeymans  ; 
Grippy  and  Irish  Hills,  in  Berne  ;  Sitiles  Hill,  in 
Knox  ;  Bennett's,  ]Mount  Pleasant  and  Copeland's 
Hills,  in  Xew  Scotland— all  spurs  or  elevations  of 
the  Helderbergs. 

Islands. — In  the  'acts  establishing  the  river 
boundary  of  Albany  County  all  islands  in  the  Hud- 
son that  are  nearest  the  M  cstern  shorC  are  included 
in  our  county  of  Albany.  There  are  .several  of 
these,  some  of  which  are  of  considerable  importance. 
Of  these  Van  Rensselaer's  or  Westerlo  Island  is  the 
largest,  containing  about  i6o  acres  of  fertile  land, 
adapted  to  garden  culture,  producing  fine  cnips  in 
favorable  seasons.  The  northern  part  is  occupied 
by  extensive  iron  works.  Its  lower  grountis  are 
subject  to  the  heavy  floods.  In  May,  1833,  it  was 
occupied  by  eleven  farms,  which  were  overllowed, 
causing  a  damage  of  $6,000  to  the  crops.  It  is 
recorded,  in  October,  1S50,  tliat  it  had  been 
flooded  eight  times  that  year.  Historically,  this  is 
our  oldest  island.  To  say  nothing  of  the  tra- 
ditionary occupation  by  Spanish  or  French  aiUen- 
turers,  at  an  earlier  date,  which,  if  true,  is  of  little 
importance,  as  they  left  nu  name  and  no  trace  in 
our  history,  we  are  certain  that  Hcmlrick  C<'r>tiaen- 
sen,  in  16 14,  with  his  companions,  occupied  the 
island,  under  the  patronage  of  the  United  New 
Netherlands  Company,  for  the  pur[)Ose  of  trading 
in  furs,  and  remained  until  tlie  spring  floods 
destroyed  their  works.  Then  they  removed  further 
down  on  elevated  grounds,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Normanskill.  It  is  said  that  they  erected  a  stockade 
as  a  defense  against  the  Indians,  with  whom  they 


carried  on  a  profitable  trade.  This  fortification  was 
about  50  feet  square,  surrounded  by  a  moat  18 
feet  wide,  defended  by  1 1  stone  guns  and  2  can- 
non, and  garrisoned  by  1 2  men  under  Jacob 
jacobsen  Elkins,  who  succeeded  Corstiaenssen. 
The  name  of  Kasteel  or  Castle  Island  was  taken. 
It  is  called  by  this  name  by  many  early  writers,  and 
in  the  later  reports  and  papers  of  Gov.  Stuyvesant. 
In  1639,  it  was  visited  by  De  Vries,  who  found  it 
occupied  by  Brandt  Pylen.  or  Peelan,  under  lease 
from  the  patroon  and  his  co-partners,  Godvn, 
Bloemart,  and  De  I.aet.  It  was  well  stocked  and 
successfully  farmed.  Indians  were  fishing  around 
its  shores.  The  island  has  been  spoken  of  at 
various  times  as  Welysburg,  Van  Der  I)onk"s,  ^Jar- 
tin  Gerritsen's,  Swealon's  and  Boyd's  Island,  jjrob- 
ably  from  its  leading  occujiants.  It  belongs  to  the 
town  of  Bethlehem.  On  the  Coast  Survev  maps  it 
is  written  as  Westerlo  Island — a  preferable  name,  as 
the  name  of  'Van  Rensselaer  was,  long  ago,  given 
to  the  island  opposite  Albany  and  belonging  to  Rens- 
selaer County,  upon  which  are  situated  the  Boston 
and  Albany  Railroad  shops. 

Near  the  junction  of  the  Mohawk  and  Hudson 
are  Haver  Island,  on  which,  as  tradition  tells  us. 
was  Moenemines  Castle,  once  an  important  Mo- 
hawk village ;  Van  Schaick's  Island,  on  which 
Gen.  Schuyler,  in  1777,  retreating  from  Burgovne's 
advancing  march,  stitioned  his  armv  behind  in- 
trenchments,  hoping  to  stay  the  progress  of  the 
British  army  towards  .\lbany  at  that  point  :  and 
Whale  Island,  now  covered  with  sand  and  water, 
and  interesting  only  as  the  strand  ng  place  of  that 
"  monster  of  the  deep,  "  which  wandered  up  the 
river  in  1646,  hoping,  no  doubt,  to  find  a  passage 
to  Greenland  diis  way,  but  instead  meeting  his 
death,  losing  his  blubber,  greasing  the  river,  ai  d 
creating  a  great  stench  for  miles  amund,  bv  his 
atmospheric  cremation. 

Green  Island,  directly  opposite  Troy,  is  a  village, 
incorporated  October  14,  1853,  '^'^'^  ^^^y  12,  1S69. 
It  is  the  seat  of  extensive  manufactures,  proiiuc'ing 
railroad  cars,  stoves,  sash  and  blinds,  etc.  It  also 
has  the  repair  shops  of  the  Rens.  and  Sar.  Railroad, 
foundry  and  machine  shops,  malleable  iron  w'orks 
and  many  mechanic  shops.  It  is  connected  with 
Troy  by  a  bridge  16S0  feet  long,  and  by  street  cars 
with  Cohoes,  Troy,  W.  Troy  and  Albany.  It  has 
five  or  six  churches,  railroad  stations  (>f  the  New 
York  Central  anil  Ren.s.  and  Sar.  Railroads, 
and  village  schools.  It  was  once  called  Tibbctl's 
Island. 

Pleasure  Island,  a  short  distance  above  Albanv, 
is  a  summer  resort,  having  a  race-ground  and 
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other  attractions  for  sporting  men  and  pleasure- 
seekers. 

Beeren  Island  (Becrcn  Eylandt),  or  Bear's 
Island,  in  the  Hudson,  about  ii  miles  below 
Albany,  belongs  to  the  town  of  CocA  inans.  and  lies 
near  the  shore,  a  little  southeast  of  the  village.  Its 
area  is  about  two  acres,  its  northern  aspect  being  an 
abrupt  rocky  promontory,  from  which  it  gradually 
slopes  to  its  southern  terminus.  Its  soil  was 
never  adapted  to  agriculture  :  trees  and  a  thin 
growth  of  grass  cover  it  in  patches  ;  it  has  been 
a  good  place  for  fishing.  Claimed  by  the  patroon, 
it  was  chosen  early  as  a  fine  place  for  fortifications 
to  keep  off  intruders  upr.n  his  lands,  his  timber, 
his  trade  and  his  home.  Accordingly,  in  1643,  a 
fort,  named  Rensselaer  Stein,  was  erected,  defended 
by  mounted  cannon  and  a  gurison,  and  placed  in 
charge  of  Nicholas  Coorn  as  wachtmeister.  Each 
skipper,  on  passing  the  island,  was  to  lower  his 
flag  in  acknowledgment  of  the  rights  of  the  patroon 
and  pay  a  tribute  of  five  stivers.  This  caused  bit- 
ter but  bloodless  contention  for  a  time  between  the 
otiicers  of  the  patroon  and  of  the  West  India  Com- 
pany. This  company  denied  the  exclusive  claim  to 
the  navigation  of  the  river  made  by  Van  Rensselaer. 
The  fort  and  the  controversy  ceased  when  the  Eng- 
lish came  in  possession  in  1664.  Dim  historv  tells 
us  of  its  occupancy,  at  one  time,  by  a  few  Indian 
hunters  ;  at  another,  by  the  Coeymans  family  as  a 
defense  against  the  Indians  ;  at  another,  as  a 
quarantine  station  for  vessels  coming  up  from  New 
\'ork  City  ;  at  another,  by  hunters  digging  for  the 
hidden  treasure  of  Capt.  Kidd.  For  a  generation 
past  it  has  been  a  favorite  resort  for  Sabbath-school 
and  other  picnic  excursions.  Yox  this  purpose  it 
IS  well  adapted  by  location,  neatness  and  fine 
accommodations. 

Other  islands  in  the  Hudson,  belonging  to 
Albany  County,  that  have  a  name,  beginning 
southerly  and  coming  up  the  river,  are  Shad  and 
and  Schermerhorn — the  latter  called  sometimes 
Neifer — Wooden  and  Po[)lar,  (  ipjiosite  Coeymans  ; 
Sill's  or  Van  \\'oert,  Bear,  Beacon  or  Bisby,  Cab- 
bage or  Jolly,  Marsh  antl  Bogart's,  opposite  Bcih- 
lehem  ;  Lower  Patroon,  Patroon,  Cuyler,  Hill- 
house  or  Glen,  and  Breaker,  opposite  Watervliet. 
On  the  Mohawk,  above  the  Cohoes  Falls,  are 
Fonda  and  Cobiile  islands. 

Ponds. — The  ponds  or  lakes  of  the  countv  are 
few  and  small.  In  Rensselaerville  are  two  small 
ponds,  dignified  by  the  name  of  Big  and  Litlle 
Lake ;  Werner's  Lake  in  Berne  ;  Thompson's  in 
Berne  and  Knox  ;  Lawson's  in  New  Scotland,  and 
Coeymans.    Tivoli  Lake  is  one  of  the  sources  of 


the  water  supply  of  Alban}-,  l}  ing  in  what  is  now 
Watervliet,  at  the  north  of  the  city.     Deer  Pond 
I  also  is  in  Watervliet. 

The  lakes  Werner  and  Thompson,  on  the  hills, 
are  becoming  places  of  delightful  resort  in  summer, 
for  which  ample  accommodations  are  made. 

I 

i  Rivers. — The  notable  rivers  that  water  the  counfy 
;  are  the  Hud'^on,  the  Mohawk,  the  Catskill,  the 
i  Schoharie  and  the  Normanskill.  To  these  all  other 
I  streams  are  tributary.  Indeed,  all  the  others  and 
!  their  sujjplies  find  their  way  to  the  Atlantic  through 
j  the  Hudson. 

i      1  he  streams  in  the  county  take  the  arbitrary 
I  designation  of  river,  creek,  kill  or  brook.  The 
I  direct   tributaries  of  the  Hudson   are  Catskill, 
I  Coeymans,    Flaana-Krois,    Vlamans,  Normans, 
!  Beaver,  Rutten,  I-'"oxen,  Patroon,  Ralger,  Ceme- 
tery, Dry  and  IMohawk.    Those  of  the  Mohawk 
are  the  Schoharie,  Lisha's,  Town  and  Donkers. 
Of  the  Catskill,  Eight-Mile,    Ten-Mile,  Scrub, 
Fox   and    Wilbur.      Of  the   Schoharie.  Beaver 
Dam,  Foxeu  and  Switz.     Of  Normanskill,  Vly 
or  Fly,  Bozen  or  Boza,  Honger,  Wildhause  and 
Krum.     Other  sub-tributaries  are  the  Swart  or 
i  Black,  Oneskethau,  Basic,  Hockatock,  [Mill,  El- 
1  der,    Spruyts,    Provost,    Steinhook,  Pitchtaway, 
Wolf,  Fly,  Bethlehem  or  ?^Iud,  and  several  smaller 
;  brooks.     The  Beaver  or  Buttermilk,  Rutten  and 
I  Foxen  Kills,  in  Albany,  are  used  now  mostly  for 
;  sewer  drainage.  •> 

I      ]\Iost  of  the  streams  which  run  into  the  Hudson 
I  have  worn  deep  gullies  in  the  sand  and  clay.  Some 
I  of  these  are  a  hundred  feet  in  depth  and  extend 
nearly  to  the  river  flats.     In  the  western  part  of 
the  county  the  streams  generally  flow  through 
I  narrow  ravines  bordered  by  steep  banks.     Most  of 
i  the  streams  are  very  rapid  and  subject  to  extremes, 
rising  rapidly  during  a  powerful  rain  and  as  rapidly 
falling.    The  spring  melting  of  the  winter  snows 
fills  the  channels;  the  summer  drought  reduces 
ihem  to  very  low  water.    There  are  a  few  natural 
fells  ui)on  several  of  these  kills  or  creeks,  and 
i  facilities   for  increasing   greatly   their  hydraulic 
power.    Vly  Kill  has  a  remarkable  cascade  of  60 
feet,  and  another  of  40  feet  is  in  the  Oneskethau. 
i  But,   except  at  the  mouth  of  the  Normanskill 
I  and  at  Cohoes,  on  the  Mohawk,  little  is  done 
with  the  water  ])ower,  except  the  erection  of  a 
i  few  grain  and  saw  mills  for  local  accommoda- 
!  lion.    With  enterprise  and  money  they  might  be- 
j  come  agents  in  adding  vastly  to  the  productive  in- 
!  dustry  of  the  county.    .-\s  contributing  to  an  abun- 
I  dant  water  supply  for  man  and  beast,  irrigation  to 
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the  lands  and  diversity  to  our  scenery,  they  can- 
not be  too  highly  valued. 

Hudson  River. — In  many  resi)ccts  the  Hudson 
is  one  of  the  most  important  and  intercstin.LC  ri\ers 
in  the  world.  It  was  lii'st  made  kni.nsn  to  the 
civilized  world  by  Henry  Hmlson,  in  1609,  he  hav- 
ing entered  it  and  proceeded  by  ship  and  boat, 
probably  nearly  to  the  mouth  of  the  ?*Ioha\\  k,  and 
spent  most  of  the  month  of  September,  in  that  year, 
upon  its  waters.  From  its  sources  in  Essex  and 
Hamilton  counties,  among  our  northern  moun- 
tains, to  its  mouth  at  Sandy  Hook,  its  length  is 
about  325  nules.  Its  head  branches  are  the  small 
streams  of  Adirondack,  Boreas,  Indian,  Schroon, 
and  the  larger  Sacandaga.  Its  eastern  tributaries, 
besides  many  smaller  streams,  are  tin.-  Iiatteiikill, 
Hoosac,  Kinderhook,  C'hiverack,  Roeliif  [ansen, 
Wappinger,  Fishkill  and  C'r(.iton  ;  its  western,  the 
Mohawk,  Norman.ikill,  Cat.skill,  Esopus,  Rondout 
and  Murderer's,  and  numerous  other  little  creeks 
and  brooks.  While  these  streams  increase  the  vol- 
ume of  the  majestic  river,  the  alluAion  which  they 
carry  down  form  obstructions  to  navigation  in  the 
shape  of  bars  and  flats  of  sand  and  deposits  of  mud, 
especially  for  some  thirt\'  miles  below  the  sprouts 
of  the  Mohawk.  The  most  remarkable  of  these 
are  the  Overslaugh  and  Winne's  bar,  in  this  countv, 
opposite  Bethlehem.  ?»rany  devices,  much  labor, 
and  heavy  expense  have  been  emploved  for  their 
removal,  with  only  temporary  success.  As  long  as 
water  runs  the  difficulty  will  remain,  although 
money  and  toil  lessen  it.  The  destruction  of  the 
northern  forests,  unless  speedily  arrested,  must 
sensibl)-  lessen  the  water  supply  of  this  noble 
stream,  impairing  its  navigaticm  and  damaging 
every  interest  in  e\ery  city  and  town  upon  its 
borders. 

Among  the  names  known  to  have  been  given 
this  river  are  Cohatatea,  Ijy  the  Irotjuois  :  ?\Iaha- 
ganeghtuc  and  Shateinuc,  by  the  Mohegans  ;  Great 
River,  by  Hudson  and  his  crew  :  River  of  the 
Mountain;  Nortli  River,  to  distingui.^h  it  from 
the  Delaware,  called  South  River  by  the  early 
Dutch;  also,  ?tlauritius  or  Maurice,  in  honor  of 
Prince  Maurice  of  Xetherl  ani,ls  ;  !\Ianhattes  ;  and 
Hudson,  given  very  appropriately  by  the  earlv 
English,  and  readily  adoiited  bv  all  people. 

Baker's  and  Glen  s  I' alls,  in  the  upper  part,  are 
the  only  rapitls  of  note.  The  course  of  the  stream 
is  southeily,  with  only  .flight  carves,  and  its  surface 
is  generally  smooth.  The  elevation  above  the  sea 
at  Albany  is  only  i/t}  feet.*    The  tidal  influence  is 

♦The  fr.ll  of  the  river  from  .Mlxinv  to  New  Yurk  is  a  little  over 
three  Itet.  ^^  jj. 


noticed  at  Albany,  although  the  tide  proper  can 
hardly  be  said  to  How  so  far.  The  mean  tide  here 
is  2.\(i  above  that  at  Governor's  Island.  The  river, 
in  fact,  is  an  estuary  or  long  arm  of  the  sea,  as  far 
up  as  the  Mohawk.  The  narrows  at  the  High- 
lands, 53  miles  from  New  York  City,  making  a 
pass  of  about  16  miles,  present  scenery  picturesque, 
grand  and  exciting.  A  steamboat  ride  the  whole 
length  of  its  navigable  channel  presents  a  continu- 
ous scene  of  surpassing  beauty  and  sublimity.  It 
is  the  classic  river  of  our  young  country,  conse- 
crated by  the  firscinaling  pages  of  Irving,  Paulding, 
Cooper,  and  Lossing,  the  fine  touches  of  the 
Harts,  Cole  and  other  artists,  and  the  \erse  of 
many  a  local  poet.  Its  waters  and  its  banks  are 
associated  with  some  of  the  most  interesting  events 
of  our  history,  connected  with  our  early  discoveries 
and  settlements,  the  arts  of  peace  and  the  arts  of 
war.  Eminent  scholars,  writers,  philanthropists 
and  patriots  have  dwelt  near  its  shores,  now  conse- 
crated by  their  monuments  and  the  mem.ories  of 
their  deeds. 

Chancellor  Robert  R.  Livingston,  in  i  797,  assisted 
by  Nisbet,  an  Englishman,  experimented  in  build- 
ing a  steamljoat  to  navigate  the  Hutlson.  He  was 
ridiculed  as  a  visionary  humbug  when  he  applied, 
in  1798,  for  Legislative  aid,  but  failed  in  his  object 
when  he  could  not  na\  igate  his  boat  of  30  tons,  four 
miles  per  hour.  It  was  upon  the  Hudson  that 
Robert  Fulton^  encouraged  by  Livingston,  though 
ridiculed  by  many,  first  placed  his  steamer,  the 
C/en/iuiiL  September  4,  1807,  at  7  a.  m.,  he  left 
New  York  for  Albany,  which  he  reached  the  next 
day  at  about  1 1  p.  m.  This  was  the  beginning  of 
steamboat  navigation  on  the  Hudson. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  dwelt  Henrv  and 
Morse,  inventors  of  the  telegraph.  Here  is  Xew- 
burgh,  once  the  headquarter^  of  Washington  ;  and 
here  West  Point,  pregnant  with  thrilling  historic 
events,  where  repose  the  dust  of  Kosciusko,  Win- 
field  Scott,  and  many  others  of  our  nation's  patriots. 
Here  is  the  school-house  of  our  armv  officers.  At 
e\eiy  step  along  its  shores,  the  traveler — be  he 
scholar,  student  of  histi>ry,  artist,  poet,  lover  of 
his  country,  lover  of  arts,  or  lover  of  nature — finds 
something  to  instruct,  delight  and  inspire. 

Pleasant  villages  and  nourishing  cities  charm  the 
traveler  sailing  down  the  stream  to  Xew  York, 
which  owes  much  of  its  marvelous  commercial 
pros[)erity  to  the  river  which,  for  many  \ears,  was 
almost  its  only  channel  for  bringing  into  its  marts 
the  rich  products  of  the  North  and  the  West 
through  the  Champlain  and  Erie  Canals.  And  it 
may.  as  truly  be  iaid  of  Albany  and  Troy,  that  they 
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are  the  gift  of  the  Hudson,  as  it  was  said  by  them 
of  old,  that  Egypt  was  the  gift  oftht-  Nile.  Of  the 
commercial  and  economical  relations  of  Albany 
county  to  this  riser  the  reader  will  see  in  other 
parts  of  this  history. 

Maude,  traveling  here  in  iSoo.  writes:  '"The 
Hudson  is  one  of  the  tinesl  rivers  in  America,  and 
superior  to  them  all  in  romantic  and  sublime  scen- 
ery." 

Says  Charles  Mackay,  in  1858  :  "  I  found  abun- 
dant reason  to  agree  with  the  most  enthusiastic  ot 
Americans  that  no  river  in  Europe,  unless  it  be 
the  Clyde,  surpasses  the  Pludson  in  natural  beauty, 
and  that  the  Rhine  itself  deprived  of  its  ruined 
castles,  could  not  stand  a  comparison  with  this 
splendid  stream. '' 

The  opening  and  closing  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Hudson  River  at  Albany  each  year,  so  tar  as  the 
dates  can  be  found,  is  here  tabulated  from  the  best 
authorities. 

Closed.  Opciu-d. 
1645   Nov.  24   

1786      Mar.  23. 

1787        

178S       

1789       

1790  ...Feb.  3,  Dec.  8  Mar.  27. 

1791  Dec.  8  Mar.  17. 

1792  Dec.  12  Mar.  6. 

1793  Dec.  26  >[ar.  17. 

1794  Jan.  12    

1795  Jan-  22    

1796  Nov.  28    

1797   Nov.  26    


Closed. 


Opened. 


798. 


.Nov.  23. 


I799---- 
1800.... 
iSoi . . .. 
1802.... 
1S03.... 

1804  

1S05 . . . . 
1806.... 
1807. ... 
180S..., 
1 809  


•  Jan.  6   

•  Jan.  3  Feb.  28. 

.Feb.  3,  Dec.  l6   


.Jan.  12,  Dec.  13  Apr.  6. 


.  Jan.  9  Feb.  20. 

.  .Dec.  II  Apr.  8. 

-Jan.  4  Mar.  10. 

.  .  Dec.  9    

1810  [an.  19,  Dec.  14   

181 1  Dec.  20    

1812  Dec.  2t    

'S13  Dec.  22  Mar.  12. 

1814  Dtc.  10    

■815  Dec.  2   

1816  

I817  

181S  

1819  

1S20  

1S21  

1S22  


.Dec.  16    

•Dec.  7  Apr.  3. 

•Dec  J4  Mar.  25. 

•Dec.  13  Apr.  3. 

•^''5v.  13  Mar.  25. 

Dec.  13  Mar.  15. 

•I^'--'-'.  24  Mar.  15. 


S23...., 

824  

S25  

82G  

S27  

S28  

829  

S30  

831  

S32  

S33  

834  

S3S  

836  

S37  

838  

839  

840  

S41  

842  

843  

S44  

845  

846  

847  

84S  

S49  


853- 
854. 
S55. 


S57.. 


859.. 
S60. . 
861.. 
862. . 
863.. 
S64. . 
865.. 
866. . 
867. . 
868.. 
IS69. . 
S70. , 
871., 
872. 

873.  • 
874.. 
875.  ■ 
S76. , 

877.. 
878., 

879- ■ 
SSo., 
8Si.. 

8S2. 

S83., 

S84. 


 Dec. 

....  Tan. 

....Dec. 

 Dec. 

....  Nov. 

. .  .  Dec. 

. . . .Jan. 

....Dec. 

....  Dec. 

 Dec. 

....Dec. 

.  . .  .Dec. 

....  Nov. 

. . .  .Dec. 

. . .  Dec. 

....  Nov. 

....  Nov. 

. .  .  .Nov. 

. .  .  .Nov 

. . .  .Nov. 

..  ..Dec. 

....Dec. 

 Dec. 

. .  .  Dec. 

 Dec. 

 Dec. 

. . .  .Dec. 

 Dec. 

 Dec. 

....Dec. 

. . .  .Dec. 
 Dec. 

...  .Dec. 

 Dec. 

....Dec. 

....Dec. 

 Dec. 

 Dec. 

 Dec. 

....Dec. 

 Dec. 

 Dec. 

 Dec. 

 Dec. 

....Dec. 

....Dec. 

 r)ec. 

 Dec. 

 Nov. 

 Dec. 

.  .  .  .Nov. 

 Dec. 

 Nov 

 Dec. 

 Dec. 

 Dec. 

 Dec. 

, . . .  .  Nov. 

...  .Jan. 

 Dec. 

 Dec. 
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.  .Mar. 
..Mar. 
.  .Mar. 
.  ..Feb. 
.  .^^ar. 
. .  Feb. 
...\pr. 

.Mar. 
.  ..Mar. 
...-Mar. 
.  ..Mar. 


30  

7  

14  

25  

iS  


.  19. 
28. 

10. 


..Feb. 
.Mar. 
.  -Apr. 
.Mar. 
.Mar. 
.Mar. 
..Feb. 
.  Mar. 


24. 

3- 
6. 


I. 

IS- 
IS- 
25- 
21. 

25- 
2S- 

4- 

27. 
19. 


14- 
25- 

27  - 

26. 

17- 
14. 


..Feb, 
..Apr 
.Mar. 
.Feb. 
.Mar 
..\pr, 
.Mar. 
.Mar. 
.Mar. 
.Feb. 
.Mar. 
.Mar. 


20  

14  

27  

17  

10  

U  

23  

19  

II  

12  

16  

15  

8  Mar. 

5  Mar. 

9  -"^Pr 

17  -Mar. 

20  Mar 


.Mar. 
.Mar. 
.  Apr, 
.Feb. 
.Mar. 
.Mar, 
.Mar. 
.  .Mar, 
Apr. 
.  Apr, 
..Mar, 
.Mar. 
.Mar, 


24. 
4- 
13- 
18. 
24. 
18. 
•  7- 

19. 
10. 

25- 
28. 

23- 
17- 
27- 
II. 

27- 
20. 

13- 
6. 

S- 
4- 


9.... 


,  .  .  .  -\pr. 
....•\pr. 
.  .  .  .  -Mar 


■  29. 


20. 
20. 


.  .  .  Apr. 
.  .  .Apr. 
.  .  ..Mar. 
. .  .Mar. 
....\pr. 
,  .  .  ..Mar. 


J- 
II. 

20. 

26. 

24. 

5- 

31- 

12. 

7- 
16. 

i<). 


4.. 


...Mar. 
. . , .  .Mar. 
...Mar. 
. .  .Mar. 


•  ■  -  .ex.'  '.'^ 
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GEOLOGY. 

The  geology  of  tlic  county  is  included  in  the 
"  Helderberg  Division,"  belonging  to  the  uijper 
Silurian  system,  and  comprising  nearly  all  the 
rocks  of  the  "New  York  system,"  from  the 
Utica  slate  to  the  cornilerous  limestone.  It  em- 
braces rocks  varied  in  mineralogical  character, 
chemical  composition,  and  abounding  in  fossil 
remains.  It  contains  subordinate  beds  of  clav  and 
silicious  grits.  In  consequence  of  these  rocks 
being  so  well  developed  in  the  Melderberg  hills, 
forming  a  natural  group,  the  term  of  ''Helder- 
berg Division"  is  used  to  designate  them. 

The  limestone  in  which  the  fossils  occur  is 
usually  a  gray,  but  in  some  places  a  reddish 
crystalline  stone.  The  fossils  are  a  crystalline 
carbonate  of  lime,  and  are  so  numerous  that  they 
attract  the  attention  of  the  observer  when  trav  eling 
along  the  road. 

The  Delthvn's  shaly  limestone  is  one  of  the 
thickest  and  most  extensixe  members  of  the 
Helderberg  Division.  This  rock  is  well  developed 
and  is  frequently  quarried  as  a  building  stone. 
The  stone  fences  and  roadsides  often  exhibit 
the  remains  of  ancient  life.  This  is  well  exposed 
on  the  roafl  from  New  Salem  to  Clarksville.  The 
middle  sul'difision  is  a  slaty  limestone,  and  contains 
fossils  of  many  varieties  washed  clean  by  the  rains 
and  readv  for  the  collector.  These  again  are  nu- 
merous in  the  vicinity  of  Clarksville  and  near 
New  Salem. 

The  Itnver  subdivision  is  a  mass  of  slaty-argillo- 
silicious  limestone,  and  may  be  seen  one  mile 
north  and  northwest  of  Clarksville. 

1  he  Onondaga  limestone  and  Schoharie  grit  are, 
also,  found  about  Clarksville,  and  contain  many 
fossils.  The  argillaceous  and  shaly  rocks  are  nu- 
merous on  the  summits  of  hills. 

The  lowest  rock  is  the  Utica  slate  cropping  out 
on  the  Hudson,  Normans  Kill  and  ]Mohawk. 
Above  this  are  the  graywackes  and  shales  of  the 
Hudson  River  group,  which  appear  in  the  valleys 
of  many  streams,  and  apparently  underlie  a  part  of 
the  county. 

The  rocks  of  the  Eric  division  occupy  in  the 
■aggregate  a  thickness  of  several  hundred,  probably 
two  thousand  feet.  The  division  that  is  worketl 
for  economical  i)urpo<es  is  a  strata  of  flagging 
stone  which  is  from  seven  iuindred  to  one  thou- 
sand feet  above  the  Helderberg  limestone  series. 

This  stone  is  extensively  quarried  for  flagging 
and  building  purposes  in  the  southeast  part  of 
Berne  and  in  Cocymans.  The  red  rocks  which 
form  the  base  of  the   Heldcrbergs,  i)robably  be- 


i  long  to  the  INIedina  sandstone  series,  sometimes 
confounded  with  the  red  shales  of  the  Onondaga 
sail,  group.  Next  in  order  above  this,  and  forming 
the  lirst  terrace  of  the  mountains,  is  the  water  line 
group,  from  50  to  200  feet  thick,  and  furnishing 
both  water  and  quicklime.  Next  in  order  is  the 
pciilaiiicrus  limestone,  50  feet  in  thickness,  of  im- 
pure gray  and  black  limestone,  mixed  with  slate 
and  shale,  well  developed  in  Berne  and  Bethlehem. 
0\erlying  this  is  the  CalskilL  H/iics/diic,  from  50  to 
I  So  feet  in  thickness,  consisting  of  thick  com- 
pact masses  of  limestone,  alternating  with  thin 
layers  of  shale.  This,  also,  is  used  for  building 
purposes  and  lime. 

The  Ori<:I;di!v  sin/d<:/o/!e  next  appears  in  a  stra- 
tum two  feet  thick,  well  exposeti  in  Berne,  Knox 
and  Bethlehem,  followeil  by  the  caiida-galli  grit, 
from  50  to  60  feet  thick.  This  last  has  a  fine  grit 
and  resembles  black  or  gray  slates,  but  crumbles 
upon  exposiu-e  to  the  air.  The  Onondaga  and 
coniferous  limestones  next  ap[)ear,  the  latter  i'orm- 
ing  the  summits  of  mountains.  Ihese  rocks 
furnish  excellent  building  material,  and  a  superior 
quality  of  lime.  Above  the  rocks,  in  the  east  part 
of  the  county,  are  deposits  of  drift,  consisting  of 
sand,  gravel  and  clay.  The  high  lands  west  of  the 
City  of  Albany  are  covered  to  the  depth  of  forty  feet 
with  sand,  which  rest  upon  a  bed  of  cla}-  estimated 
to  be  one  hun(.lre(.l  feet  deep.  These  clay  beds 
extend  into  several  of  the-  adjoining  townshi[)S. 
In  this  drift  are  sometimes  tbund  beds  of  bog  ore, 
chalvbeate  and  sulphureted  springs.  In  the  lime- 
stone regions  are  ca\'es,  sink-holes  and  subter- 
ranean water-courses. 

Clav  ftirms  the  subsoil,  or  exists  at  a  great 
depth  below  the  gravel  and  sand  beds  which  form 
the  plains  and  ele\atic>ns. 

There  are  two  kinds,  the  blue  and  the  gray. 
Tliev  are  almost  uniform  by  association,  the  blue 
l}ing  below  the  gray.  These  clays  ma}-  be  used 
to  improve  the  soil,  for  the  manufacture  and  glaz- 
ing of  stone  ware,  and  for  brick  and  tile,  of  which 
many  millions  are  made  at  Albany. 

The  .geological  formations  of  Albany  I'ounty  are 
given  by  J.  G.  Gebhard  as  follows  : 

Hamilton,  Marcellus,  Corniferous,  Onondaga, 
Schoharie  grit,  Cauda-galli  grit,  Ori^kany  sand- 
stone. Upper  Pentamerus,  Delthyn's  shale,  Penta- 
merus  Galeatus,  Tentaculite,  Water  limestone.  Co- 
raline,  Pvritous  slate,  HuiImju  River  sandstone. 

The  following,  abridged  from  the  pen  of  Henry 
R.  Schoolcraft,  a  nati\e  of  this  county,  in  regard 
to  its  geology,  is  worthy  a  place  here. 

The  most  prominent  feature  of  the  county  is  the 
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range  of  the  Hcldcrbergs,  fin  offshoot  of  the  Cats- 
kill  ^Mountains.  'J'his  highest  range  divides  the 
county  into  twc  general  levels  of  unequal  widtli', 
characterized  as  hcm'-^  ahovc  ox  belon)  that  elevation. 
The  lower  lesel  is  dislingiiislied  for  its  dikn  ial  and 
drift  deposits  of  arable  layers,  clays,  sands,  anal- 
ogic pebbles  and  boulders.  The  rock  strata,  as 
generally  denoted  b_\'  geologists,  and  more  parti- 
cularly described  by  Prof  James  Hall,  are,  begin- 
ning at  tlie  apex  of  the  Helderberg,  cliertz  lime- 
stone, neutral  colored  sandstones,  fossiliferous 
limestone,  graywacke,  sedimentary,  horizontal 
slate,  or  graywacke  slate  and  argilite. 

The  City  of  Albany  rests  upon  the  edges  and 
top  of  the  terraceous  blue  clays,  and  their  asso- 
ciated sand  strata.  This  terraceous  cla}'  is  covered 
•with  a  mantle  or  plateau  of  diluvial  sand,  which 
extends  nortliwestwardly  from  the  Hudson  to  the 
Valley  of  the  ]\Ioha\vk. 

This  mantle  of  sand  rests,  throughout  its  entire 
extent,  upon  the  terraceous  blue  capitoline  clay. 
Rains  and  atmos{)heric  n:ioisture  speedil}'  sink 
through  it,  until  arrested  by  its  impervious  alumin- 
ous basis,  b}'  which  it  finds  an  outlet  on  the  sur- 
face of  these  clay  beds  into  the  nearest  streams. 

It  is  by  the  union  of  several  of  the  outlets  of 
these  spring  gorges  of  the  pine  plains,  that  the 
Honger  Kill  is  formed.  Small  in  its  \olume,  it 
flows  with  sufficient  force  to  sink  its  channel 
through  the  deep  clay  stratum,  and  enter  its  recip- 
ient, the  Normans  Kill,  through  the  boulder  and 
pebble  drift.  Feeble  as  the  action  of  tlie  stream  is, 
it  has  been  sufficient  to  reveal  a  formation  of  red 
sandstone,  which,  apparently,  underlies  the  under 
Helderberg  series  of  graywacke  and  slates,  and  the 
upper  series  of  fossil il'erous  limestone,  and  its  su- 
perimposed porous  and  marly  horizontal  new 
sandstones. 

This  disclosure  was  maile  in  a  depressed  part  of 
the  Honger  Kill  Valley.  The  rock,  in  colors  ami 
grain,  resembles  the  Piedmont  or  Haverstraw  sand- 
stones of  the  lower  Hudson.  The  localities  of 
these  observations  are  at  the  now  decayed  manu- 
facturing village  of  Hamilton,  within  about  a  mile 
from  the  entrance  of  the  stream  into  the  Normans 
Kill.  The  deepest  cutting  into  the  geoK^gical  col- 
umn of  the  county  is  made  by  this  Tawasentlia. 
This  stream  in  its  western  fork,  the  Bozen  Kill, 
originates  on  the  Helderberg  range.  In  passing 
through  the  series  of  newer  sandstones,  linie- 
stones  and  graywackes,  it  'ays  bare  t'  e  succession 
of  rocks,  and  hurries  with  a  raj^id  channel  to  its 
junction  with  the  IMack  Creek  and  the  Tiergaca,  or 
northeast  branch.     Reinforced  bv  these  tributaries, 


it  sweeps  its  -way  through  the  alluvial  coverings  to 
the  Hudson.  In  its  progress  it  sinks  its  IcncI 
quite  through  the  gra}  wackes  and  deeply  into  the 
Tawasentlia  slate.  At  the  rapids,  in  passing 
through  Guikk-rland,  this  rock  stands  in  perpen- 
dicular facades,  from  bo  to  nearly  120  feet  high. 
The  stream  finally  enters  the  Pludson,  two  miles 
south  of  the  City  of  Albany,  near  the  ancient  Iro- 
quois cemetery  of  Taw  asenlha. 

The  cuttings  of  the  Nonnan^Kill  and  the  con- 
struction of  railroads  reveal  the  Hamilton  group  at 
these  points. 

Soil. — The  soil  of  any  territory  in  its  primitive 
state,  before  the  hand  of  culti\  atit:>n  has  transformed 
it,  is  determined  b\-  its  geology,  vegetation,  mois- 
ture and  temperature. 

The  soil  upon  the  intervals  is  a  rich  alluvial 
loam,  used  largely  for  garden  purposes.  In  Water- 
vliet,  Albany,  and  the  eavtern  parts  of  Guiiderland 
and  Bethlehem,  it  consists  largelv  of  sand,  with 
strips  of  clay  along  the  banks  of  the  streams.  This 
combination  of  soil  is  well  adapted  for  the  growth 
of  some  grains  and  grass.  The  belt  of  land  l^  ing 
between  the  sandy  region  and  the  foot  of  the  Hel- 
derbergs  is  principally  a  clay  and  gravelh'  loam, 
receiving  the  drainage  from  the  limestone  hills, 
which  renders  the  soil  very  productive.  Upon  the 
Helderbergs  the  soil  is  colder,  consisting  of  alter- 
nate layers  of  clay,  slate  and  gravel,  with  a  subsoil 
of  tenacious  clay  or  hardpan.  Some  portions  are 
stony,  wet  and  cold.  These  are  not  verv  produc- 
tive.   Some  of  these  lands  are  favorable  for  grazing. 

On  the  INIohawk  the  land  is  uneven  and  natur- 
ally sterile.  Most  of  the  soil  in  the  county  is  sus- 
ceptible of  culture,  and  has  within  its  limits  the 
material  needed  to  make  it  productive.  The  facts 
relating  to  its  husbandry  and  productions  will  ap- 
pear under  the  head  of  Agriculture. 

MINER  ALOGV. 

Among  the  minerals  of  the  county,  as  given 
bv  IMather  and  Beck,  are  bog  iron  ore  in  a  few 
localities  ;  snowy  gypsum  aluug  the  Plelderbergs 
and  in  Coeymans  ;  marl  beds  of  some  extent  in 
Bethlehem  and  Coe_\'mans ;  calcareous  spar  on 
the  banks  of  the  Normans  Kill,  in  a  ca\ern  a 
few  miles  from  Albany,  also  in  the  town  of 
Knox  and  in  the  McCuUough  quarries  i;if  New 
Scotland.  Epsom  salts  have  been  found  in  small 
quantities  in  the  form  of  et!lore.->cences  in  Coey- 
mans, on  the  e;ist  face  of  the  Helderberg,  and  in 
the  townships  of  Bethlehem  and  Guilderlantl. 
Rock  and  cjuartz  crystals  are  [)icked  u[)  in  several 
localities.     These  minerals  arc  of  very  little  value; 
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but  the  county  is  rich  in  geological  formations, 
as  appears  elsewhere. 

The  mineral  springs  of  the  county  comprise  the 
following  :  AcidLili  uis,  saline,  chalybeate  waters, 
near  Boyd's  brewery,  Aliiany,  were  found  in  a  slate 
strata  after  boring  300  feet  beli>w  tide ;  another 
sulphurous  spring  was  found  by  b'  >ring  ico  feet  ; 
also  a  carbureted  gas  spring — both  in  the  same 
vicinity.  Sulphurous  springs  have  been  found  at 
Wendell's  Hollow,  near  the  city  ;  at  Coeyman's 
r.anding ;  near  McKown's,  in  Guilderland ;  in 
Watervliet,  near  Van  Rensselaer's,  and  in  Rens.se- 
laerville.  White  sulphur  springs  e.^ist  in  Berne, 
and  on  the  farm  of  James  Hendrick,  in  New  Scot- 
land. The  mineral  springs  issue  from  the  slate 
rocks  of  the  Hudson  group.  The  white  sulphur 
springs  especially  are  visited  by  invalids. 

PALEONTOLOGY. 

The  Cohoes  mastodon  is  the  most  remarkable 
of  the  ancient  fossils  in  this  county.  The  fol- 
lowing notes  in  regard  to  it  are  taken  from  the 
"Notes  and  Observations'  of  Dr.  James  Hall, 
our  citizen  geologist,  whose  fame  in  tlie  fields  of 
science  makes  him  a  citizen  of  the  world  of 
scholars  : 

In  the  month  of  September,  i86f),  the  workmen 
engaged  in  excavations  for  the  foundations  of  a 
new  mill  to  be  erected  by  the  "Harmony  Mills 
Company  of  Cohoes,  N.  Y. ,"  discovered  the  lower 
jaw  of  a  mastodon,  with  a  single  foot  bone,  resting 
upon  a  projection  of  rocks  between  two  depres- 
sions or  concave  walls  of  small  pot-holes,  in  the 
margin  of  what  afterwards  proved  to  be  a  large  pot- 
hole. 

At  this  time  the  excavation  had  been  carried  on 
to  the  depth  of  about  tsventy-five  feet  from  the 
original  surficc. 

The  discovery  of  a  jaw  with  a  single  bone  in 
such  a  position  naturally  led  to  the  inference  that 
the  other  parts  of  the  skeleton  would  be  found  at 
the  bottc>m  of  the  pot-hole,  could  it  ever  be 
reached,  and  the  progress  of  the  excavation  was 
watched  with  great  interest.  In  the  bottom  of  this 
cavit}',  Iving  upon  a  bed  of  clay,  broken  slate, 
•gravel  and  water-worn  pebbles,  and  covered 
with  river  ooze  and  vegetable  soil,  la\'  the  princi[)al 
parts  of  the  mastodon  skeleton.  The  first  pans 
uncovered  were  the  bones  of  the  hind  legs,  with  a 
f)ortion  of  the  pelvis.  The  head,  with  tusks  un- 
broken and  undisturbed,  was  directed  to  the  cast- 
ward  and  partially  inclined  against  the  sloping 
walls.  The  verlebriv,  with  exceptions,  the  ribs  in 
part,  one  f^re  limb  and  sta[Hila  followed,  the  pos- 


terior parts  lying  more  to  the  westward  and  south- 
I  westward,  but  all  in  juxtaposition.    The  absence 
I  of  the  lower  and  some  of  the  larger  limb  bones 
I  was  obvious,  and  but  for  these  we  might  have  sup- 
I  posed  that  the  entire  s'Kcleton  had  been  drifted  in- 
I  to  this  pot-hole  and  covered  with  river  ooze  and 
peaty  soil.    On  further  examination  other  bones 
\  were  discovered  thirty  or  forty  feet  distant,  and  at 
a  somewhat  lower  level  than  the  main  part  of  the 
!  skeleton,  but  still  above  the  gravel.    Expecting  to 
;  find  some,  at  least,  of  the  remaining  bones,  efforts 
j  were  made  to  remove  all  the  peaty  earth  and  loose 
materials,  but  this  was  not  fully  accomplished. 
At  a  later  date,  some  time  in  February,  1867, 
I  during  excavations  upon    another   part   of  the 
ground  outside  of  the  mill,  a  small  pot-hole  was 
opened  in  which  were  found  bones  of  the  right  fore 
leg"  and  foot.    This  point  is  more  than  sixty  feet  to 
the  southwest  of  the  place  where  the  principal 
bones  of  the  skeleton  were  found,   and  at  least 
twenty  feet  higher. 

All  the  parts  of  the  skeleton  found  at  the  differ- 
I  ent  points  designated  were  presented  to  the  State 
I  Cabinet  of  Natural  History  by  Alfred  Wild,  Esq., 
I  President  of  the  Harmony  Mills  Company,  and 
j  have  been  mounted  in  their  proper  position.  The 
missing  bones  were  modeled  from  opposite  cor- 
I  responding  parts  or  from  adjacent  ones,  and  afier- 
\  wards  cast  in  plaster-of-Paris.  In  some  instances 
:  recourse  was  had  t<i  i!ie  \\'arren  mastodon  skele- 
!  ton,  of  which  careful  examinations  and  comparisons 
!  were  made. 

I      In  the  following  spring  and  summer  a  careful 
survey  of  the  Cohoes  Falls  and  the  surrounding 
country  was  made,  mainly  with  a  view  of  deter- 
mining the  relations  of  the  pot-holes,  in  which  the 
mastodon  remains  were  found,  to  those  of  the  river 
I  bed  and  adjacent  vallcw     F"rom  this  survey  it  was 
,  clearly  ascertained  that  the  large  and  deep  pot-holes 
;  were  entirely  outside  the  present  river  channel  ; 
that  ail  the  pot-holes  existing  within  limits  over- 
flowed by  the  present  Mohawk  River  are  shallow 
basins.     We  therefore  began  to  distinguish  them 
as  ancient  and  modern,  and,  with  few  exceptions, 
above  the  falls  all  those  of  the  river  bed  seem  to  be 
of  modern  origin. 

^^'e  have,  by  these  observations,  determined  that 
the  water  of  the  present  river,  neither  above,  below 
nor  at  the  falls,  produces  pot-holes  of  the  character 
of  those  in  which  the  mastodon  bones  were  found. 

In  the  bottom  of  all  the  ancient  pot-holes  there 
is  a  considerable  space  occupied  by  gravel  and 
,  pebbles,  which  are  chiefly  or  almost  wholly  of  hard 
(juartzite,  a  partially  motimorphic  condition  of  the 
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Potsdam  sandstone.  Turning  to  the  northward, 
wo  llnd  large  exp<tsurc5  of  the  sandstone  or  quartz- 
ite,  from  whicli  these  pebbles  might  have  bcon  de- 
rived, had  there  l.ieen  the  means  of  transporting 
them. 

The  breaking  down  of  these  rocks,  and  the 
transport  is  usually  attributed  to  the  action  of  ice, 
and  the  rounding  of  these  into  pef>bles  is  due  to 
the  action  of  water.  The  agciic}'  which  trans- 
ported the  quartz  pebbles  of  the  Mohawk  valley 
was  doubtless  the  same  as  that  which  transported 
the  remains  of  the  mastodun  fjund  in  the  pot-holes 
at  Cohoes.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  of  the  mas- 
todon remains  which  we  find  arc  of  animals  that 
wandered  into  swamps  or  sought  their  food  in  such 
localities,  and  thus  became  mired. 

Returning  to  the  consideration  of  the  geo- 
graphical and  geological  surroundings  of  the 
Cohoes  mastodon,  we  find  the  following  condi- 
tions :  The  Mohawk  River,  having  an  easterly  direc- 
tion, makes  a  bend  toward  the  northward  after 
leaving  Schenectady  ;  at  Crescent  it  turns  abruptly 
to  the  southeast,  uniting  with  the  Hudson  River 
below  Waterford,  and  at  a  point  ten  miles  above 
Albany.  The  Cohoes  Falls  is  on  the  Mohawk, 
about  one  mile  above  its  junction  with  the  Hudson 
River.  The  area  to  the  southward  is  covered  by 
drift  and  estuary  deposits  in  the  order  of  boulder- 
clay  and  gravel  below,  above  which  is  an  evenly 
stratified  clav,  graduating  into  a  loam,  and  finally 
to  a  fine  yellow  sand,  which  covers  much  of  the 
area  between  Albany  and  Schenectady. 

The  relation  of  the  clay  and  gravel  are  often 
seen  in  excavations  ;  they  are  often  found  resting 
upon  a  boulder-clay,  or  a  mixture  of  clay  and 
gravel,  the  whole  covering  an  extremely  uneven 
surface  of  slate  rock,  as  is  often  seen  along  the 
Hudson  and  at  a  few  points  along  the  Normans 
Kill. 

Throughout  all  parts  of  the  river  bed  and  chan- 
nel we  search  in  vain  for  evidence  of  pot-holes  of 
the  character  of  those  described  as  containing  peb- 
bles of  quartzite,  and  in  which  the  remains  of  the 
mastodon  were  found.  These  ancient  pot-holes 
are  of  all  dimensions,  from  one  foot  to  fifty  feet  in 
depth  and  diameter. 

.The  pot-holes  of  the  river  i^icd  exhibit  all  stages 
of  formation  and  oblueratif>n.  The  shales  of  the 
Hudson  River  Group  present  everywliere  a  surflrcc 
quite  rough  in  detail,  thijugh  even  and  regular  in 
its  general  features.  .\n  insensible  gradation  may 
be  seen  above  the  crest  of  the  fall,  f.oni  irregular 
hollows,  boundeil  by  sharp  fractures  of  slate,  to 
deep,   rounded,  smoothed  pot-holes.    Upon  the 


[  plateau  below  the  fall  the  lew  remaining  pot-holes 
are  filled  nearly  to  the  brim  by  gravel  and  mud. 
The  typical  form  of  these  j'Ot-holes  is  a  cylinder, 
j  with  rounded  bottom  and  rounded  brim.  Tiie 
j  type  is  modified  by  the  enlargement  of  the  mouth, 
by  expansions  and  constrictions  in  the  shaft,  and 
other  irregularities.      The  interior   surfaces  are 
rounded,  smoothed  and  even  polished,  especially 
[  at  the  bottom.     In  my  examination  I  saw  nothing 
to  controvert  tlie  theory  that  they  were  formed  by 
I  the  grinding  action  of  stones  moved  bv  water, 
I      The  rock  over  which  the  Mohawk  flows,  trum 
the  Cohoes  Company's  dam  to  the  Hudson,  i^  uf 
very  uniform  character. 

Excavation  has  revealed  in  Cohoes  and  vicinity 
a  number  of  pot-holes  found  anterior  to  the  pres- 
l  ent  gorge  of  the  iMohawk,     The  great  difference 
i  between  the  pot-holes  of  the  shore  and  of  the  river 
I  bed  appears  to  be  that  of  size.     Half  of  those  dis- 
I  covered  on  the  eastern  shore  outrank  the  largest  of 
j  the  modern.     The  mastodon  pot-hole  was  protied 
I  to  a  depth  greater  than  the  river  bed  can  show. 
The  gravel  from  the  ancient  pot-holes  is  all  well 
rounded,  while  the  modern  ones  contain  many 
j  boulders  that  are  but  partly  so, 
j      The  water  makes  x\o  clear  leap  in  Cohoes  Falls  ; 
I  for  a  distance  of  400  feet  the  descent  is  14  feet  on 
'  a  gradual  plane,  and  from  the  crest  to  the  base,  on 
I  a  curved  slope,  57  feet.     Above  Cohoes  town  the 
j  bed  rock  of  the  west  shore  is,  to  a  large  extent, 
hidden  by  the  hills  of  drift  and  a  terrace  of  clay. 
On  the  east  side,  an  area  nearly  a  mile  broad  and 
I  two  miles  long  shows  the  bed  rock,  covered  by  a 
I  thin  clay  soil  derived  from  the  decomposition  of 
{  the  rock  itself    This  area  is  elevated  about  175 
feet  above  the  water  of  the  Hudson,     Its  eastern 
I  boundary  is  a  line  of  drift  hills  and  terrace.  The 
\  latter  is  of  clay,  covered  by  sand,  and  extends  some 
I  distance  up  that  river.     The  drift  hills  frequently 
!  rise  above  the  level  of  the  terrace. 
'      The  rock  plateau  below  Cohoes  Falls  is  the  base 
j  line  for  sections  near  the  falls;  it  is  6i  feet  above 
I  tidewater.     The  upper  level  of  the  Cohoes  Com- 
i  pany's  race  is  94  feet  above  plateau  and  18S  above 
tide;  cliff  near  the  falls,  115  feet  above  plateau, 
and  1 76  feet  above  tide ;  plateau  west  of  Albany, 
i  225  feet  above  tide  ;  top  of  gravel  hill  near  "  Pa- 
j  troon's,"  about  225  feet  above  tide.    Gravel  banks  : 
I  .\.t  the  Patroon's  a  remarkable  inclined  bed  of  clay 
'  lies  under  and  over  gravel  in  the  following  order  : 
I  Soil,  slightly  sorted  gravel,  red  clay,  blue  clay, 
stratified,  coarse  and  fine  sand,  with  rarely  lenticu- 
lar beds  of  coarse  gravel.    'I  hese  gravel  banks  ex- 
tend nearly  to  Cohoes.     The  coarser  materials  of 
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the  gravel  hills  near  All)aiiy  are  (.liicily  dI'  ilic  con- 
glomerate of  the  Ihuisr.n  Kiser  Grou])  aiul  cuii- 
glomcrates  and  jasjjers  of  the  Quebec  Groujx 
]Massive  quartz,  white  or  yellow  (ri^tsdain  ?),  is 
commonly  met  with,  and,  in  some  hills  near  the 
Mohawk,  seem  even  to  predominate.  They  are 
the  best  worn  of  all  the  pebbles,  but  the  boulders 
generally  are  not  so  well  rounded  as  those  turned 
by  pot-holes. 

The  numerous  fossil  shells  referred  to  under  the 
head  of  "Geology,"  in  connection  with  the  rock 
formations,  properly  come  under  this  head.  They 
all  have  a  specific  name  which  we  cannot  repeat 
here.  They  may  be  often  seen  in  the  flagstones 
that  cover  our  city  sidewalks,  and  the  rough  stones 
in  the  roadside  walls.  They  tell  us  of  the  inhabit- 
ants that  dwelt,  countless  ages  ago,  in  the  now  up- 
heaved bed  of  the  old  ocean  that  once  surged  over 
the  places  where  we  dwell. 

BOTANY'. 

The  Flora  of  the  county  of  Albany  is  rich  in 
the  number  and  variety  of  its  plants,  almost 
every  natural  orcler  and  genus  common  to  the 
State  being  represented  in  this  county.  The 
hills  and  valleys,  fields  and  forests,  lakes,  brooks 
and  swamps,  all  contribute  to  adorn  nature  with  a 
profusion  of  vegetable  beauty,  and  invite  the  prac- 
tical student  to  gather  these  treasures  so  liberallv 
spread  before  him. 

The  amateur  and  student  in  Botany  will  find  few 
localities  in  the  State  from  which  he  can  secure  a 
greater  variety  of  interesting  plants  tlian  in  Allianv 
county.  Nature  has,  indeed,  been  lavish  in  her 
gifts  to  our  county,  as  seen  all  over  its  surface, 
made  picturesque  and  charming  by  the  grand  Hel- 
derbergs,  the  noble  Hudson,  its  crystal  lakes,  its 
rapid  streams  tumbling  over  cataracts,  running 
through  deep  ravines,  its  caverns  and  rocky  re- 
cesses and  steep  precijiices,  its  forest  trees  and 
shrubs,  its  varied  and  beautiful  flora,  its  fields  of 
grass  and  grain,  and  its  variety  of  sedges,  mosses, 
rushes  and  ferns  in  the  by-])laces. 

We  are  indebted  to  lorrcy's  ••'State  Botany,'' 
Wright  &  Hall's  "Plants  About  Troy,"  Prof  C\  11. 
Peck  and  Dr.  J.  S.  ]\Iarkle  fc)r  valuable  aid  in  this 
ciiaptcr. 

In  the  list  of  the  trees,  shrub^5  and  [)lants  found 
in  the  county,  only  such  as  are  indigenous  or 
naturalized  are  included.  They  arc  grouped 
under  their  natural  orders,  and  the  grmeric.  specific 
and  commr)n  names  are  gi\  en.  ]*'..\otic  and  green- 
house plants  will  be  omitted  from  our  ii>t.  All 
descriptions,  for  want  >  if  sjiacc,  an-  left  out.  The 


simple  ii-l  will  tell  our  wealth  and  make  a  usetul 
guide  h)  the  student. 

K.\NTN'CULAC/E. 
Ordkr.  Commo.v  Xamk. 

Clematis,  Virgmiaiia  Virgin's  IJower. 

C  verticillaris  Whorl -leave J  \'.  15. 

Anemone,  nemorosa  W  ood  Anemone. 

A  Pennsylvanica    

A  cylindrica    

A  \'irginiana  Virginia  .\neinonc. 

Hepatica,  triloba  Liverwort. 

II  acutiloba    

Ranunculus,  ]''lamnuila  Small  Spearwort. 

R  recurvatu5  Hooked  Crowloot. 

R  fascicularis  Early  Crowfoot. 

R  abortivus  Roand-leaved  Crowfoot. 

R  <celeratus   Celery  Crowfoot. 

R  acris  IJutter-cups. 

R  bulbosus  ISulbous  Crowfoot. 

R  Pennsylvanicus  ....  Bristly  Crowfoot. 

R  niultifidus  Yellow  Water  Crowfoot. 

R  repens  Creeping  Crowfoot. 

Callha,  palu>.trii  Marsh  Marigold. 

I   Coptis,  trifolia  Goldthread. 

Aquilegia,  Canadensis  Wild  Columbine. 

Actxa,  spicata  var  Red  Banelierr)-. 

A  rubra  White  Baneberry. 

Thalictrum,  dioicum  Early  Meadow  Rue. 

■   T  purpurascens  Purple  Meadow  Rue. 

T  Cornuti  Meadow  Rue. 

'1'  anemoniiiides   Rue  .Anemone. 

M.\GNX)LTACE.E. 
I.iriodendron,  Tulipifcra  White  Wood.  TulipTree. 

MENIS1'ERM.\CE.E. 
Menispernuim,  Canadense  Moon  Seed. 

BERBERIDACE.E. 

Podophyllum,  peltatum  May  Apple.  Mandrake. 

Caulophyllum,  thalictroides  Blue  Cohosh. 

CABO^rB.A.CE.E. 
Brasenia,  peltatum  Water  Target. 

NVMPII.E.\CE.E. 

Nympha:a,  odorata  Water  Lily. 

Xuphar,  advena  Yellow  Pond  Lily. 

X  Kalmiana  Kalm's  Pond  Lily. 

SARRACEXL\CE.E. 
Sarracenia,  purpurea  Side-saddle  Flower. 

!  '  PAPAVERACE.E. 

Sanguinaria,  Canadensis  Dloodroot. 

Chelidonium,  majus   .Celandine. 

I  FL'.MARIACE.E. 

I'icemra,  cucullaria  Dutchman's  I'.recches. 

1)  Canadensis  Squirrel  Coon. 

.\dlumia,  cirrhosa  Mountain  Fringe. 

Corydalis,  glauca  Glaucous  Corydalis. 

CRLCIFERE.E. 

Capsella,  Bursa-pastoris.   Shepherd's  Purse. 

Lepidium,  \  irginicum  Wild  Pepper-grass. 

L  cam|)estre  Yellow  Seed. 
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CRUCIFERE.E. 

Draba,  verna  \Miilbow  Grass. 

Nasturtium,  palastre   Marsh  Watercress. 

Barbarea,  vul^^aris  Winter  Cress. 

Arabia,  Canadensis  Sickle  Pod. 

A  lyrata  Wall  Cress. 

A  loevigata  Smooth  Wall  Cress. 

A. .  .  .  hirsuta  Hairy  Wall  Cress. 

Cardamine,  hirsuta  Small  Bitlter  Cress. 

C.  rhomboidea  Spring  Cress. 

C  Pratensis  Field  Cardamine. 

Denlaria,  diphylla  Pepper  Root. 

D  laciniata  Tooth  Wort. 

Sisymbrium,  oCticinale  Hedge  Mustard. 

Erysimum,  chciranthoiilcs  Wormseed  Mustard. 

Sinapis,  nigra  Black  Mustard. 

S  arvensis   Field  Mustard.  Charlock. 

CAPPARIUACE.-E. 
Polanisia,  graveolens    . 

VIOL.\CE,E. 

Viola,  cucullata  Hood-leaved  Violet. 

V...  .  sagittaria  .\rrow-leaved  Violet. 

V.  ...  Selkirkii  Selkirk's  Violet. 

V  palmata  Palniated  Violet. 

V . . . .  pedata  Pedate  Violet. 

v....  blanda  Sweet-scented  Violet. 

V  ...  lanceolata  Lance-leaved  Violet. 

V  rotundifolia  Round-leaved  \'iolet. 

V  Canadensis  Canadian  Violet. 

V...  .  pubescens  Common  Yellow  Violet. 

V. ...  Muhlenbergii  Muhlenberg's  Violet. 

V  rostrata  Beaked  Violet. 

DROSERACE.E. 

Drosera,  rotundifolia  Round-leaved  Sundew. 

D  longifolia  Long-leaved  Sundew. 

PARNASSL\CE.E. 
Pamassia,  Caroliniana  Grass  of  Parnassus. 

CIST-\CE.E. 

Lechea,  major  Larger  Pinweed. 

L  minor  Smaller  Pinweed. 

Helianthemum,  Canadense  Rock  Rose. 

Hudsonia,  Tomentosa  Woolly  Hudsonia. 

EL.\TIXACE.E. 
Elatine,  Americana   Mud  Purslane. 

HVPERIC.\CE.E. 

Hypericum,  pyramidatum  Giant  Hypericum. 

H  perforatum  Common  St.  John's-wort. 

H  corymbosum  Spotted  St.  John's-wort. 

H.:  mutilum   Small  St.  John's-wort. 

H  Canadense  Canadian  St.  John's-wort. 

Elodes  Virginica  Marsh  St.  John's-wort. 

ILLECEBR.WE.E. 

Anychia,  dichotoma  Forked  Chickwced. 

Spergula,  arvensis  Corn  Spur;y. 

CARYOPH\[,I,.VCE.-E. 

Stellaria,  media  Chickwced. 

S  longifolia  Long-leaved  Stitch  wort. 


Ceraslium,  vulgatum  .Mouse-ear  Chickwced. 

C  viscosum  Sticky  Chickweed. 

C  arvense  Field  Chickweed. 

C  nutans  Nodding  Chickweed. 

Arenaria,  stricta   Straight  Sandwort. 

.•\.  serpyllilolia   .  .Thyme-leaved  Sandwort. 

Sagina,  procumbens  Creeping  Sandwort. 

Mollugo,  verticillata  Carpet  Weed. 

Silene,  antirrhina  Snap-dragon  Catch-lly. 

Silene,  noctillora   Night- llowering  Catch-fly 

Lychnis,  Githago  Corn  Cockle. 

Saponaia,  ofncinalis  Common  Soapwort. 

Sclerantlius,  annuus  Knaivel. 

PORTLL.\CACE.E. 

Portulaca,  olerat  ea  Purslane. 

Claytonia,  Caroliniana.  Spring  Beauty. 

C  Virginica  \'irginian  Spring  Beauty. 

■    ■  MALV.A.CE.E. 

Malva,  rotundifolia  Low  Mallow. 

Abutilon,  Avicenn.ii  Velvet-leaf  Mallow. 

LTNACE.E. 

Linum,  Virginianum  Virginian  Flax. 

L  usitatissimum  Common  Flax. 

GERANL-VCE.E. 

Geranium,  maculatum  Spotted  Geranium. 

G  Robertianum  Herb  Robert. 

G  Carolinianum  ..Carolina  Crane's  bill. 

BALSAM  INACE.E. 

Impatiens,  pallida  Touch-me-not. 

I  fulva  Jewel  Weed. 

OXALID.VCE.E. 

Oxalis,  Acetosella  Common  Wood  Sorrel. 

O  violacea  Violet  Wood  Sorrel. 

C)  stricta  Vellow  Wood  Sorrel. 

ZA\THO.\'VL.\CE.E. 
Zanthoxylum,  Americanum  .....  .Prickly  .■Vsh. 

anacardl\ce.l:. 

Rhus,  glabri  Smooth  Sumac. 

R. . .  .  typliina  Stag-horn  Sumac. 

R....  copallina  Mountain  Sumac. 

R.  . .  .  venenata  Poison  Sumac. 

R. . . .  Toxicodendron  Poison  Ivy. 

R....  aromalica   Sweet  Sumac. 

TILL\CE.E. 

Tilia,  .\mericana  Linden.  Bass  Wood. 

\IT.VCE.E. 

Vitis,  Labrusca  I  arge-Blue  Grape. 

V,  . .  cordifoli.i  Frost  Grape. 

V. . .  a-'stivalis  Summer  Grape. 

Ampelopsis,  quinquefolia. . .  .Woodbine.  Virginian  Creeper. 

ACER.VCE.E. 

Acer,  rubrum  Swamp  Maple. 

A.  ...  <iasycarpum  Wiiite  Maple. 

A.  ...  sacchariuum  Sugar  Maple. 

A..",  nigrum  Black  Maple. 

.v....  I'enn^ylanicum  Striped  Maple. 
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ACERACE.i;. 
Acer,  spic.Uuin  Mounl.iin  Maple. 

CF.LASTRACi:.!':. 

Staphyk-a,  tritbli.i  Hlaclder  Nut. 

Cclastrus,  scandens  Climbin^j  Biitcr  bwxvt. 

RHAMXACi:.l£. 
Ceanothus,  Aiuericanus  Jli  -c/  Tl-u. 

rOLYGALACE.K. 

Polygala,  veiticillata  Whorl-leaved  I'olygaln. 

1*  SenC'^a  Sfneca  Snake-root. 

P  paucifolia  Fringed  Polygala. 

LEGUMIXOS.E. 

Ervuni,  hirMitum  Hairy  W-tch. 

Apios,  tubcroi.i,  Ground  Nut. 

Amphicarpxa,  monoica  Hog  Nut. 

Tephro^ia,  Viri^inian.i  Goat's  Rue. 

Trifolium,  repens  White  Clover. 

T  ajvense  Haresfoot  Trefoil. 

T  praten.~e  Common  Red  Clover. 

T  agrarium  I'ield  or  Hop  Tret'oil. 

Melilotus,  officinalis  Yellow  Melilot. 

M  alba  White  Melilot. 

Medicago,  lupulina  Nonesuch. 

Astragalus,  Canadensis  Canadian  Vetch. 

Desmodium,  nudiflorum  Naked-flowered  Desmodium. 

D  acuminatum  Pointed-leaved  Desmodium. 

D  canescens  Hoary  Desmodium. 

D  Canadcnse  Bush  Trefoil. 

D  cuspidatum  Cuspidate  Desmodium. 

D.  paniculatum  Panicled  Desmodium. 

D  rotundifclium.  Round-leaved  Desmodium. 

Lespedeza,  capitata  Bu>h  Clover. 

L  hirta   Hairy  Lespedeza. 

1,. ....... .  procumbens  Trailing  Lespedeza. 

L  viol.icea  Violet  Lespedeza. 

L  sessillidora  Sessile-flowered  Lespedeza. 

Lupinus,  perennis  Common  Lupine. 

Baptisia,  tinctoria  Wild  Indigo. 

Cassia,  marilandica  American  Senna. 

C  Chamrecriita  Dwarf-Cassia. 

C  nictitans  Wild  Sensitive  Plant. 

ROSACE.E. 

Prunus,  serotina  Black  or  W'ild  Cherry. 

P  Virginian,!  Choke  Cherry. 

P  Pennsyhanica  Wild  Red  Cherry. 

P  puniila  Sand  Cherry. 

P  Americana  Wild  Plum. 

Crata-gus,  coccinea  White  Thorn. 

C  Crus-galli  Cockspur  Thorn. 

C  punctata  Thorn. 

Pyrus,  arhutifolia  Choke- ISerry. 

P. . . . .  Americana  Mountain  A^h. 

Amelanchier,  Canadensis  Shad-Berry,  Bill-berry. 

Rosa,  Carolina  Swamp  Ro-c. 

R.  ...  lucida  Shining  or  Wild  Roae. 

R  blanda  Bland  Ro~c. 

R.  .  ..rul>igino>,i  Sweet  Brier. 

Rubus,  villosus  High  Blackberry. 

R  hispidus  Bri>tly  P>lacklx,-rry. 

R  CanadcnsLs  I.ow  Blackberry. 


Rubus,  odoralus  Rose- flowering  Raspberry. 

R  strigosus  Wild  Red  Raspberry. 

R  ..   .  occidcntalis  Black  Raspberry. 

R  . . . .    triflorus  Three-tlowered  Raspberry. 

Poteiitilla,  Norvegica  Norwegian  Potenlilia. 

P  Canadensis  Common  Cinquefoil. 

1'   argentea  Silvery  Cinquefoil. 

P  an^erina  Silver  Weed. 

P  arguta  White  flowered  Potentilla. 

P   paluitris  .Marsh  Cinquefoil. 

Fragaria,  Virgini<ina  Wild  Strawberry. 

F.  Yc5ca  Alpine  or  Wood  Straw- 

berry. 

Dalibarda,  repens  False  Violet. 

W'aldsteinia,  Iragariciides  Dry  Stra.vberry. 

Geum,  rivale  Purple  Avens. 

G  strictum  Yellow  Avens. 

G  Virginianum  White  Avens. 

Poterium,  Canadense  Burnet  Saxifrage. 

Agrimonia,  F^.upatoria  Agrimony. 

SpirKa,  tomento>a  Hardhack. 

S  salicifolia  (^)ueen  of  the  Meadow. 

S  Opulifolia  Nine-bark. 

LVTHRACE.K. 
Decodon,  \'erticillatum   

onagracf:.e. 

F'pilobium,  angustifolium  Willow  Herb. 

E   Coloratum.  Colored  Epilobium. 

E  hirsi'tum  Hairy  Epilobium. 

(JInothera,  biennis  Common  Evening  Prim- 
rose. 

 pumila  Dwarf  Evening  Primrose. 

Gaura,  biennis  Biennial  Gaura. 

Circa-a,  Lutetiana  Enchanter's  Nightshade. 

C  alpina  Alpine  Nightshade. 

CUCURBFFACE.E. 

Sicyos,  angulatus  Single-seixled  Cucumber. 

Echinocystis,  lobata  Wild  Balsam- Apple. 

GROSSULACE.E. 

Ribes,  florid  urn  Wild  Black  Currant. 

R.  .  ..  prostratum  Fetid  Currant. 

R  ...  Cynosbati  Prickly  Gooseberry. 

R.  .  ..  rotundifolium  Wild  Gooselx-rry. 

CR.VSSUL.VCE.E. 

Seduni,  Teleiihium  Common  Live-forever. 

Penthorum,  sedoides.  Virginia  Stone-Cro|i. 

SAXn-RAGACE.E. 

Saxifraga,  Virginiensis  Early  Saxifrage. 

S  Pennsylvanica  Tall  Saxifrage. 

Heuchera,  .Americana  .-Mum  Root. 

Miiella,  diphylla  Bishop's  Cap. 

NL  . .  .  nuda  Leafless  stemmed  Bishop's 

Cap. 

Tiarella,  cordifolia  Mitre  Wort.  Gem  Fruit. 

Chry=osplenium,  .\merican\nu .  .  .  .Water  Carpet. 

ham.\mi:lace.e. 

Haniamelis,  \'irgiiiica  Witch  Hazel. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUXTV  OF  ALBAXi'. 


UMBELI.IFER.l-:. 

Hydrocotyle,  Anicric:iiia  Pennywort. 

II  unibellata  Umbellate  lV-niiy\M)rt. 

Sanicula,  Canailensis   Canadian  Saniclc. 

S  Marilandica  Long-styled  Saiiicle. 

Cicuta,  macukua  Water  Hemlock. 

C  bulbitera  Narrow-leaved  Hemlock. 

Sium,  latifolium  Water  Parsnip. 

S.  . . .  lineare  Linear-leaved  W.iler  Par- 
snip. 

Cryptot;*;nia,  Can.idensis  Hone-wort. 

Zizia,  Aurea  Golden  .\lexander. 

Z .  .  . .  integerrima  Entire    leaved  Golden 

Alexander. 

Archangelica,  atropurpurea  Angelica. 

A  hirsnta  Hairy  Angelica. 

Daucu-;,  Carota  Wild  Carrot. 

Pastinaca,  sativa  Common  Wild  Par=nip. 

Heracleum,  lanatum  Cow  Parsnip. 

Osmorrhiza,  longistylis  .Sweet  Cicily. 

O.  brevisiylii  Short-styled  Cicily. 

Conium,  maculatum  Poison  Hemlock. 

ARALIACE.L. 

Alalia,  nudicaulis  Wild  Sarsaparilla. 

A  racemosa  Spikenard. 

A.....  hispida  Kri-tiy  Aralia.  [Ginseng. 

Panax,  trilolium  Groimd    Nut.  Dwarf 

P  quinquefolium  Ginseng. 

CORN.A.CE.I:. 

Cornus,  stolonifera  White-berried  Cornel. 

C  sericea  Red  Osier. 

C   circinata  Round-leaved  Dogwood. 

C  alternifolia  Alternate-leaved. 

C  paniculata  Panicled  Doguood. 

C  florida  Flowering  Doirwood. 

C  Canadensis  Low  Cornel,  or  Dogvyood. 

CAPRIEOLIAC.E. 

Lonicera,  hirsuta  Hairy  Honeysuckle. 

L  parviflora  Small-flowered  " 

L   ciliata  Fly  Honeysuckle. 

Diervilla,  trifida  Bush  Honeysuckle. 

Triosteum,  perfoliatum  Fever-wort. 

Symphoricarpus,  raccmosus  Snow-berry. 

Linnrea,  borealis  Twin-flower. 

Sambucus,  Canadensis  Common  Elder. 

S  pubens  Panicled  Elder. 

Viburnum,  lantanoides  Hobble-Lush. 

V  opulus  High  Cranberry. 

V  acerifolium  Dockmackie. 

V  Lentago  Sweet  \  ibarnum. 

V  nudum  Swamp  Vilnirnuiu. 

V  dentatum   .Arrow-head. 

v....  pubescens  Itowny  N'iburiuim. 

RUBLACE.i:. 

Galium,  a^prellum  Rough  Cieavers. 

G  trifidum   Small  Bedslraw. 

G  trilloruni  Sweet-scented  Bedstraw. 

G  -Vpirine  Common  C'eavers. 

G  borealc  .Northern  Galium. 

G  circ;v/ans  (  ircxa-like  Galium. 

Mitchella,  rcpens  Partridge  Berry. 


Hedyotis,  co'rulea  Dwarf  Pink. 

H  longifolia  Long-leaved  Dwarf  Pink. 

Cephalanthus,  occidentalis  Button  Bu>h. 

COMPOSIT.E. 

KupatoriuMi  Trumpet- weed. 

F,  purpureum    

E  sessili folium  Sessile-leaved  Eupatorium 

E  perfoliatum  Tliorough wort.  Boneset. 

E  agcratoides  Nettle-leaved  Eupatorium 

Tussilago,  Farfava  Colt's-foot. 

-\3ter,  corymbosus  Corymbed  A^ter. 

-\ster,  macrophyllus   Large-leaved  .\sler. 

Aster,  cordifolius  Heart-leaved  .Aster. 

A. 
A. 
A. 
A. 
A. 
.\. 
A. 
A. 


undulatus  Wave-leaved  Aster. 

patens  Spreading  Aster. 

Levis  Smooth  .Aster. 

puniceus  Red-stalked  Aster. 

Nova:  Anglia;  New  England  .Aster. 

Tradescanti  Tradescant's  Aster. 

miser  Starved  Aster. 

simplex  Willow-leaved  Aster. 

A. . . .  tenuitolius   .Narrow-leaved  Aster. 

A. . . .  dumosus  Bushy  Aster. 

A. . . .  ericoides  Heath-like  Aster. 

A.  . .  .  multiflorus  Many-flowered  Aster. 

.A. . . .  acuminatus  Acuminate  Wood  Aster. 

Sericocarpus,  conyzoides  Broad -leaved  Sericocarpus. 

Erigeron,  bellidifolium  Robin's  Plantain. 

E  Philadelphicum.  Narrow-leaved  Robin's 

I'lantain. 

E  annuum  Common  Fleabane. 

E  strigosum  Fleabane.    White  Weed' 

E  Canadense  Canadian  Fleabane. 

Solidago,  lanceolata  Grass-leaved  Goldenrod. 

S  squarrosa  Ragged  Goldenrod. 

S  bicolor  White  Goldenrod. 

S  latifolia  Broad-leaved  Goldenrod. 

S  cx-sia  Blue-stemmed  Goldenrod. 

S  nemoralis  Gray  Goldenrod. 

S   arguta  Sharp-toothed  Goldenrod 

S  Canadensis  Canadian  Goldenrod. 

S  seriotina  Late  Goldenrod. 

S  altiisima  Tall  Goldenrod. 

Inula,  hele  lium  Elecampane. 

Heliopsis,  lavis  Ox-eye. 

Rudbeckia,  lanciniata  Smooth  Rudbeckia. 

R  hirta  Hairy  Rudlx'ckia. 

Helianthus.  annuus  Common  .Sunflower. 

H  decapetalus  Ten-rayed  Sunflower. 

H  divaricatus   Spreading  Sunflower. 

H  strumosus  Wild  Sunflower. 

Helenium,  autumnale  American  Sneeze- wort. 

Maruta,  Cotuia  May-weed. 

.Achillea,  Millefolium  .Millfoil.  Yarrow. 

Leucanthemum,  vulgare  (Jx-eye  Daisy. 

Bidens,  frondo^a  Lealy-bur  Marigold. 

B  connata  Trifid-bur  Marigold. 

H  cernua  Water-bur  Marigold. 

B  chrysanthemoides  Radiate-bur  Marigold. 

Senecio,  aureus  (  Golden  Scnccio. 

.Artemisia,  vulgaris  Mugwort. 

(Inaphalium,  polycephaluni  Fragrant  Life-everiasting. 

G  decurrens  Decurrenl  Life  c\erlasling. 

G  uliginosum  Mud  Life-cverla:ting. 
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COM  POSIT 

Antennaria,  inargaritacea  .-. . 

A  planta'jjinifolia  


Krcchthites,  hicracilolia .  . 
\anthium,  strumarimn. . . 

Ambrosia,  trifida  

'A  artcmiiiLV-'folia. 

Lappa,  major  

Cirsiuiii,  arvcnse  

C.  lanceolatuin. . . . 

C  nuiticum  

Onopordon,  acanlhium .  . 

Krigia,  Virginica  

Cichoriuni,  Intybusth. . . . 

Lactuca,  clongata  

Hieraciuni,  venosum.... 

H   paniculatum . 

H   scabrum  

Nabalus,  albas  

N  altissinius  

N  Fraseri   

Taraxacum, Dens-leonis. . 

Sonchus,  oleraceus  

S  asper  


-E. 

I'carly  Life-everlasting. 
Plantain-lcavtd  Lil'e- 
everlasting. 
Fir-weed . 
Clot-weed. 
Tall  Aml)roi.ia. 
Hog-weed. 
Burdock. 
Canada  Tliiitle. 
Common  Thi>tle. 
Swamp  Thistle. 
Scotch  Thistle. 
Dwarf  Dandelion. 
Succory.  Cinccory. 
Wild  Lettuce. 
Veiny-leaved  Ilau  kweed. 
Panicled  LLiwkweed. 
Rough  Hawkwecd.  [tuce. 
Lion's-foot.     White  Let- 
Tall  Nabalus. 
Gall  of  the  Larth. 
Dandelion. 

Common  Sow  Thistle. 
Rough  Sow  Thistle. 


LORELIACE.F. 

Lobelia,  cardinalis  Cardinal  T  lower. 

Lobelia,  inflata  Indian  Tobacco. 

L  syphiltica  Blue  Cardinal  Flower. 

L  spicata  Clayton's  Lobelia. 

L  Dortmanna  Water  Lobelia. 

CAMBANL'LACE-L. 

Campanula,  rotundifolia  Hare  Bell. 

C  Americana  American  Bell-flower. 

ERICACE/E. 

Gaylussacia,  resinosa  Black  Whorlleljerry. 

Vaccinium,  corymbosum  High  Whortleberry. 

V  vacillans  Low  Blueberry. 

V  Pennsylvanicum. . . .  Dwarf  Blueberry. 

y  stamineum  Dewberry. 

Oxycoccus,  vulgaris  Small  Cranberry. 

O   macrocarpus  Large  Cranberry. 

Arctostaphylos,  Uva-ursi  Bcarberry . 

Andromeda,  polifolia   -Marsh  Andromeda. 

A  ligustrina  Panicled  Lyonia. 

Cassandra,  calyculata  Leather-leaf.  [berry. 

Gaultheria,  procumbens  Wintergreen.  Checker- 

Epigaa,  repens  Trailing  Arbutus.  May- 
flower. 

Kalmia,  latifolia  Mountain  Laurel. 

K  augustifolia  Sheep  Poison. 

K  glauca  Swamp  Laurel. 

Rhododendron,  nudiflorum  Swamp  Pink. 

R  viscosum   Clammy  Swamp  I'ink. 

I^dum,  latifolium   Labrador  Tea. 

Pyrola,  rotundifolia  Round -leaved  Pyrola. 

P  chlorantha  Green-flowered  Pyrola. 

P  elliptica  Shin-leaf. 

P  secunda.  One-sided  I'yrola. 

Chimaphila,  uinbcUata  Prince's  Pine.  Pipsii-sewa. 

C  maculata   Spotted  Wintergreen. 


Monotropa,  uniflora  Indian  Pipe. 

.\I  hypopitys  Pine  Sap. 

Pterospora,  aiidroniedea  Giant  Bird's  Nest. 

A(jL'lFOLL\CE.E. 
Prinos,  verlicill.itus  Black  .Mder.  W  in'.cr-bei  ry. 

PkLMLL.\CE.E. 

Trient.ilis,  .Vmericana   Chickweed  Wintergreen. 

Lysimachia,  stricla  Loosestrife. 

L  ciliata  Ciliate-lcaved  Loosestrife. 

L  quadrifolia  Four-lcas'ed  Loosestrife. 

L  thyrsiflora  Tufted  Loosestrife. 

Anagallis,  arvensis  Poor-man's  Weather  Glass. 

PLANr.VGLXACE.E.  ' 

Plantago,  major  Common  Plantain.  Ribwort. 

P  lanceolata  Lance-leaved  Plantain. 

P  Rugelii  Rugel's  Plantain. 

LEXTIBLL.\CE.E. 

L'tricularia,  vulgaris   Common  Bladderwort. 

U  minor  Smaller  BLidderwort. 

U  cornuta  Horned  Bladderwort. 

OROB.^NCHACE.E. 

.\phyIlon,  uniflorum  One-flowered  Broomrape. 

Conopholis,  Americana  American  Broomrape. 

Epiphegus,  Virginiana  Beech-drops. 

SCROPHUL.VRL^CE.E. 

Verbascum,  Thapsus  Common  Mullein. 

V  Blattaria  Moth  Mullein. 

Linaria,  vulgaris  Toad  Flax.  Snap-dragon. 

L  Canadensis  Canadian  Snap-dragon. 

Scrophularia,  nodosa  Figwort. 

Chelone,  glabra  Snake-head. 

Pentstemon,  pubesceiis  Beard-tongue. 

Mimulus,  ringens  [Monkey  Flower. 

Gratiola,  aurea    Golden  Hedge  Hyssop. 

G  Virginiana  Virginian  Hedge  Hyssop. 

Veronica,  .-Vmericana  Brooklime. 

V  V'irginica  Culver's  Physic. 

V  scutellata  Marsh  Speedwell. 

V  oft'icinalis  Officinal  Speedwell. 

V  peregrina  Purslane  Speedwell. 

V  agrestis  Field  Speedwell. 

V  serpyllifolia  Thyme-leaved  Speedwell. 

Gerardiu,  purpurea  Purple  Gera'rdia. 

G  tenuitolia  Small  Purple  Gerardia. 

Dasy stoma,  quercifolia  Oak-leaved  Dasystoma. 

D  flava  Downy  Dasystoma. 

I)   pedicularia  Lousewort  Dasystoma. 

Pedicularis,  Canaden-is  Lousewort. 

Melampyrum,  pratense  Cow  Wlieat. 

\'ERBE.\.\CE.E. 

Verbena,  ha-,lata  \  ervain,  Simpler's  Joy. 

V  luticifolia  Nettle-leaved  Vervain. 

Phrynia,  lepiostachya  Phryma  or  Lopsccd. 

LABIAl'.E. 

.Mentha,  Canadensis  Horscmiiit. 

M  viridis  Spearmint. 

M  piperita  Peppermint. 
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I,ABIAT.i:. 

Isanthus,  c.x;ruleus  lUue  ('leiitian. 

Lycopus,  siniiatus  Water  Ploarliouiul. 

L  Virgiiiiciis  I'ugle  Weed. 

Monarda,  didyma  Mountain  Mint. 

M  fistulosa  llorseniint,  Wild  IkTj^a- 

mot. 

Origanum,  vulgare  .Wild  Marjoram. 

lledeoma,  pulegioides  Pennyroyal. 

Melissa,  officinalis  Balm. 

CoUinsonia,  Canadensis  Stone -root. 

Scutellaria,  galericulata  Common  Scull-cap. 

S  lateriflora  Mad-dog  Scull-cap. 

Brunella,  vulgaris  Self-heal.  Blue-curls. 

Nepeta,  cataria  Catnip,  Catmint. 

N  Glechoma  Gill-over-the-ground. 

Physostegia,  Virginiana   Lion's  Heart. 

Lamium,  amplexicaule   Henbit. 

Leonurus,  Cardiaca   Motherwort. 

Galeopsis,  Tetrahit  ticmp  Nettle. 

Stachys,  aspera  Hedge  Nettle. 

Marrubium,  vulgare  Hoarhound. 

Trichostcma,  dichotomum  Blue-curls. 

Teucriuin, 'Canadense  Wild  Germander. 

BORRAGKVACE.E. 

Echium,  vulgare  Viper's  Bugloss. 

Symphytum,  officinale  Comfrey. 

Lycopsis,  arvensis   Wild  Bugloss. 

Onosmodium,  Virginianum  False  Gromwell. 

Lithospermum,  arvense  Corn  Gromwell. 

L.  (Batschia),  canescens  Puccoon. 

Mertcnsia,  Virginica  Mrginian  Lungwort. 

Cynoglossum,  officinale  Hound's  Tongue. 

C  Morisoni  Beggar's  Lice. 

Echinospermum  Lappula  Burr-seed. 

HYDROPI 1 VLLACE/E. 
Hydrophyllum,  Virginicum  Virginian  \\  ater-leaf. 

COXVOLVL'LACE.E. 

Convolvulus,  ai-v-ense  Small  Bindweed. 

C  purpureus  Common  Morning  Glory. 

Calystegia,  spithamx-a   Sweet  Bindweed. 

C  sepium  tiedge  Bindweed. 

Cuscuta,  Gronovii  Dodder. 

SOLAXACE.L. 

Datura,  Stramonium  Thorn  Apple. 

Hyoscyamus,  niger  Common  Henbane. 

Physalis,  viscosa  Ground  Cherry. 

Solanum,  Dulcamara  Woody  Nightshade. 

S  nigrum  Common  Nightshade. 

GENTIANACE.-E. 

Gentiana,  saponaria  Soapwort  Gentian. 

G..._. ...  quinqueflora  Five-flowered  Gentian. 

G  crinita  Bluc-fringed  Gentian. 

APOCVN.'VCE.E. 

Apocynum,  adrosaemifoliuni  Dogbane. 

A  caniiabinum  Indi.m  Hemp. 

ASCLEPL\D.\CE.];. 
Asclepias,  Cornuti  Common  Silkweed.  • 


Asclcpias,  phytolaccoides  Poke-leaved  Silkweed. 

A  incarnata  Rojo-colorcd  Silkweed. 

.\  quadrifolia  Four-leavcd  Silkweed. 

'  A  tul>crosa  Butterfly  Weed. 

A  verticillata  Whorl-leaved  Silkweed. 

A  obtusifolia  Obtuse-leaved  Silkweed. 

OLEACE.E. 

i  Fraxinus,  Americana  White  Ash. 

'  F  sambucifolia  Black  Ash. 

I  F  pubescens  Red  A=h. 

I 

'  ARISTOLOCHL\CE.E  (ApetaLv). 

I  Asaruni,  Canadense  Wild  Ginger. 

CHENOPODIACE^. 

;  Atriplex,  Hortensis  Garden  Orache. 

I   A  patula  Spreading  .Atriplex. 

I  A  rosea  Rose  Atriplex. 

j   Blitum,  capitatuin  Strawberry  Blite. 

'.  Chenopodium,  album  Pig  Weed. 

[  C  hybridum  Tall  Goosefoot. 

'  C  anthelminticum , . .  .Worm  Seed. 

C  Botrys  Jerusalem  Oak. 

i  .A.MARANTHACE.E. 

j  Amarantus,  albus  White  Amaranth. 

j  A  blitoides  Low  Amaranth. 

'  A   retroflexus  Pigweed. 

j  A  viridis  Green  Amaranth. 

'  POLYGONACE.E. 

'   Polygonum,  aviculare  Knot-grass. 

P  ereclum  Knot-grass. 

P   Hydropiperoides  Water  Pepper. 

:   P  Persicaria  Lady's  Thumb. 

P  Pennsylvanicutn  .  .  .  . PennsylvanianKnot-grass 

P  Virginianum  Virginian  Knot-grass. 

P  articulatum  Jointed  Polygonum. 

P  sagittatum  Scratchgrass. 

P  arifolium  Hastate  Knol-grass. 

P  Convolvulus  Knot  Bindweed. 

P  cilinode  Hairy  node  Polygonum. 

P  dumetorum  False  Buckwheat. 

Rumex,  crispus  Yellow  Dock. 

R  verticillatus  Swamp  Dock. 

R  Britaniiica  British  Water  Dock. 

,   R  obtusifolius   i)itter  Dock. 

I  R  Acetosella  Field  Sorrel,  Horse  Sorrel. 

PHYTOLACCACE.E. 
Phytolacca,  decandra  Poke,  Garget  Weed. 

LAURACE.E. 

Benzoin,  Lindcra  Fever  Bush,  Spice  Wood. 

Sassafras,  officinale  Sassafras. 

i 

SANTALACE.E. 

Comandra,  umbellata   Bastard  Toadflax. 

Nyssa,  multiflora  Pepperidge. 

THYMELAC.L. 
I   Dirca,  palustris  Leather- wood. 

ULMACE.E. 

Ulmus,  .Vmericana  .\merican    Elm,     W  hite 

Elm. 

i  U  fulva  Slippery  or  Red  Elm. 
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EUrilORBIACE.i;. 

Euphorbia,  Corollata  Flowering  Spurge. 

E  Cyparissias  Cypress  Spurge. 

E  Laihyrus  Caper  Spurge. 

Iv  hypericifolia  Eye-bright. 

E  maculata  Spotted  Spurge. 

Acalypha,  Virginica  Three-seeded  Mercury. 

PLATAXACE.i:. 
Platanus,  occidentalis  Button  Wood,  Sycauiore. 

URTICACE.K. 

Morus,  rubra  Red  Mulberry. 

Laportea,  Canadensis  Wood  Nettle. 

Pilea,  pumila  Richweed,  Stingless  Net- 
tle. 

Urtica,  dioica  Stinging  Nettle. 

U  urcns  Burning  or  Dwarf  Nettle. 

Boehmeria,  cylindrica  False  Nettle. 

llumulus,  Lupulus  Common  Hop. 

Parietaria,  Pennsylvanica  Pellitory. 

JUGLANDACE.E. 

Juglans,  cinerea  Butternut. 

J  nigra  Black  Walnut. 

Carya,  alba  Shag-bark  Hickory. 

C  tomentosa  Mockernut  Hickory. 

C  porcina  Hog  Walnut. 

C  amara  Bittcrnut  Hickory. 

CUrULIFER.E. 

Quercus,  alba  White  Oak. 

Q  macrocarpa  Bur  Oak. 

Q  Prinus  Swamp  Chestnut  Oak. 

Q  bicolor  .Swamp  White  Oak. 

Q  montana  Rock  Oak, 

Q  rubra  Red  Oak. 

Q  coccinea  Scarlet  Oak. 

Q  tinctoria  Black  Oak. 

Q  ilicifolia  Scrub  Oak. 

Q  prinoides  Chinquepin  Oak. 

Castanea,  vesca.  Chestnut. 

Fagus,  ferruginea  Beech. 

Corylus,  Americana  Hazel. 

C  rostra ta  Beaked  Hazel. 

Ostrya,  Virginica  Iron  Wood. 

Carpinus,  Americana  Hornbeam.  Water  Beech. 

BETLLACE.E. 

Betula,  lenta  Black  Birch. 

B  lutea  Yellow  Birch. 

B  populifolia  White  Birch. 

B  ....  papyracea  Canoe  Birch. 

Alnus,  incana  Common  Alder. 

A . . . .  serrulata  Smooth  Alder. 

MVRICACE.E. 
Comptonia,  asplenifolia  Sweet  Fern. 

SALICACE/-E. 

Salix,  discolor  Bog  Willow . 

S. . . .  pctiolaris  Pctioled  Willow. 

S. . . .  Sericea  Silky  Willow. 

S.  . . .  viminalis  Basket  Osier. 

S....  purpurea  Purple  Willow. 


Salix,  cord.ita  Heart-leaved  Willow. 

S.  . . .  longifolia  I^ng-leaved  Willow. 

S....  lucida  Sliining  Willow. 

S.  .  .  .  nigra  Black  Willow. 

S.  .  . .  alba  White  Willow. 

S. . . .  myrtilloides  Myrtle  Willow. 

S.  . . .  humilis  Low  Willow. 

S....  tristis  Dwarf  Gray  Willow. 

S.  . . .  livida   Livid  Willow. 

Populus,  tremuloides  .American  Aspen,  White 

Poplar. 

P  grandidentata  Large-toothed  Aspen. 

P  dilatata  Lombardy  Poplar. 

P  monilili.ra  Necklace  Poplar. 

P  Candicans  Balm-of-Gilead . 

CONH'ER.E. 

Pinus,  resinosa  Norway  or  Red  Pine. 

P . . . .  rigida  Pitch  Pine. 

P  Strobus  White  Pine. 

Abies,  Canadensis  Hemlock. 

Lari.x,  Americana  American  Larch. 

Thuja,  occidentalis  Artor  Vit;e. 

Juniperus,  communis  Common  Juniper. 

J  Virginiana  Red  Cedar. 

Taxus,  Canadensis  r)warf  Yew. 

ARACE.F. 

Arisrema,  triphyllum  Jack-in-the-Pulpit. 

A  dracontuun  Green  Dragon. 

Peltandra,  Virginica  Arrow  Arum. 

Calla,  palustris  Wild  Calla. 

Acorus,  Calamus  Sweet  Flag. 

Symplocarpus,  fcelidus  Skunk  Cabbage. 

TYPHACE.E. 

Typha,  latifolia  Cat-tail.  Reed  Mace. 

Sparganium,  eurycarpum  Bur  Reed. 

NAIADACE.E. 

Zannichellia,  palustris  Horn  Pond  weed. 

Potamogeton,  Claytoni  Clayton's  Pondweed. 

P  hybridus  Pondweed. 

P  lucens  Shining  Pondweed. 

P  amplifolius  Large-leaved  Pondweed. 

P  pusillus  Small  Pondweed. 

ALIS.MACE.E. 

Alisma,  Plantago  Water  Plantain. 

Sagittaria,  variabilis  Arrowhead. 

S  pusilla  Puny  Arrowhead. 

S  heterojihylla  \  arious-leaved  Arrow- 
head. 

HYDROCHARHXVCE.E. 

Anacharis,  Canadensis  Waterweed . 

Vallisneria,  spiralis  Eel  Grass. 

ORCniD.\CE.E. 

Microstylis,  ophioglossoides  Adder's  Mouth. 

Liparis,  liliifolia  '1' way-blade. 

Corallorhiza,  odontorliiza  Coral  Root. 

C  niultitlora  Many-tlowered  Coral 

Root. 

Orchis,  spectabilis  Showy  Orchis. 

O  psycodes  Purple  Fringed  Orchis. 
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ORCIJIDACK.E, 

Platanthera,  lacera  Kagj^ed  Oichi?. 

P  Hookeri  Hooker's  Orchis. 

Arethusa,  bulbosa  lUilboiis  Arctliusa. 

Pogoriia,  ophiocilossoiJcs  I'ogonia. 

Calopogon,  pulcliellus  (Jrass  Pink. 

Spiranthes,  gracilis  Ladies'  Tresses. 

Goodyera,  pubcscens  Rattlesnake  Plantain. 

G  repens  Small  Rattlesnake  Plan- 
tain. 

I .istera,  cordata  Tway-blade. 

Cypripedium,  acaulc  Purple  Lady's  Slipper. 

C  parviHoruni  Yellow  Lady's  Slipper. 

C  spectabile  Showy  Lady's  Slipper. 

COMNrELVNACE.K. 
Tradescantia,  \'iri;inica  Spider  Wort. 

XVRIDACE.L.  < 
Xyris,  Caroliniana  Yellow-eyed  Grass. 

AMARYLLIDACK.-E.  ... 
Hypoxys,  erecta  Star-grass. 

IRIUACE.L. 

Iris,  versicolor   .  Blue  Flag. 

Sisyrinchium,  anceps  J51ue-cyed  grass. 

smilace.l:. 

Sniilax,  rotandifolia  Greenbrier. 

S  herbacea.  Carrion  Flower. 

TRILLLVCE.E. 
Trillium,  cernuum  Nodding- flowered  Trill- 
ium. 

T  erythrocarpum  Smiling  Wake-robin. 

T  erectum  Bath  Flower  Purple  Trill- 

iurii. 

T  granditlorum  Large  White  Trillium. 

Medeola,  virginica  Cucumber  Root. 

LILIACE.E. 

Lilium,  Canadcnse  Yellow  Lily. 

L. ; .  ...  superbum  Turk's  Cap. 

L  Philadelphicum  Field  Lily. 

Erythronium,  Anicricamim  Yellow  Erythronium. 

F  albiduni  White  Erythronium. 

Allium,  tricoccum  Lance-leaved  Garlic. 

A  Canadense   Canadian  Garlic. 

A  vineale  Crow  Garlic. 

Smilacina,  bifolia  Two-leaved  .Solomon's 

Seal. 

S  trifolia  Three-leaved  Solomon's 

Seal. 

S. ."  stcliata  Star  Solomon's  Seal. 

^  raccniDsa  Clustered  Solomon's  Seal. 

Clintonia,  borealis  Wild  Lily  of  the  Valley. 

Polygonatum,  billoriim   Smaller  Solomon's  Se;il 

 giganteuin  Giant  Solomon's  Seal. 

Uvularia,  sessilifolia  Bcllwort,  Wild  Oats. 

I'  pcrfolinta  Mealy  Bcllwort. 

 grandiilora  Largc  flowercd  Beilwort. 

Streptopus,  roseus  .Rose  Twist-foot. 


PO-NTLDEKL\CL.L. 
Pontedcria,  cordata  Pickerel  Weed. 

MELANTHACE.K. 

Melanthiuin,  Virginicvmi  lUinchllower. 

Veratrum,  viride  White  I  Iellelx)re. 

The  class  of  plants  known  as  CyperLicfu-,  or 
Si'flgt's.  are  well  represented  in  the  coiini\',  btii  as 
thcv  are  in  general  little  used  for  food  or  in  the 
arts,  no  special  notice  or  arrangement  of  the  differ- 
ent species  will  be  iri\en.  Their  coarse  herbage  is 
often  eaten  by  cattle,  _\et  they  are  quite  destitute 
of  the  sweet  and  nutritious  properties  of  the  grasses. 
Of  so  little  value,  a])parently.  their  abundance 
seems  to  authorize  the  belief  that  they  subserve 
some  important  purpose  in  the  economy  of  nature. 
The  sedges  grow  in  almost  all  localities,  but  are 
more  cominon  in  the  meadows,  marshes  ancl 
swamps. 

The  Gra/)ii>ii'LS  or  drassfs,  are  uni\ersally  dil- 
fused,  having  no  other  limits  than  those  that  bound 
vegetation  in  general.  But  the  species  and  their 
characteristics  are  widely  different  as  affected  by 
climate  and  cultivation.  This  family  of  plants 
contribute  more  to  the  sustenance  of  man  and 
beast  than  all  others  combined.  I'heir  sweet  and 
nutritious  j)roperties  reside  both  in  the  farinaceous 
albumen  of  the  seed  and  in  the  herbage.  To  this- 
order  beloiig  the  several  kinds  of  grain  and  grass 
that  are  culti\ated  in  the  county.  The  stems  of 
many  grasses  contain  su'.;ar  in  variable  quantities. 

The  grains  u.sually  cultivated  are  Triticum 
sati\'um,  IJ'/'/i/i'/  ziy/ica/  /  T.  xstivum,  Spr/fig  whfal  ; 
T.  comi)Ositum,  Egvptitm  n'lieat ;  Secale  cereale, 
R\  c ;  llordeum  vulgare,  Har/ev ;  H,  distichum, 
Tivo-rotct'd  barli'v;  .\\  ena  sativa,  ComniDii  uat ;  with 
the  varieties  Black  and  Hurst'-nuvie  oa/s  ;  Zea  ^Ia\  s, 
Maize  or  Indian  cam  ;  Sorghum  saccharatum, 
Broom  ( m  il. 

The  most  iniji' irtant  r>f  the  culti\ated  grasses  are 
Phleum  pratense,  liiiml/iv ;  .several  species  of  Poa, 
Spear  gi  ass.  Rouf^h  ineadim:  grass.  Blue  grass. 
Meadifiv  red-lop.  r)acl\  lis  glomerata.  Orcfiard grass; 
.Agrostis,  Rtd-I»p,  \V/ide-/<ip,  Beiii-grass,  and  some 
others.  I'he  genus  Festuca  gives  Slender  fescue. 
I'all  fe<eni\  Meadmu  fescui-.  and  Hard  fescue  grass. 
Other  commiin  grasses  are  J/air  gra.<;s.  Red  or 
Blue-Join.^,  I'ox-liid.  Finger  grass.  Wild  /imof/iv, 
Seneca  or  STrer/  I'final  grass,  and  C/icss  or  r/ieal. 

Filiees  or  Fi  rns  are  a  large  and  interesting  order 
of  lloweriess  [)lants — admired  ior  their  elegant, 
graceful  and  i)lume-like  foliage  and  distinguished 
by  their  reniarkai)le  method  of  reproduction,  tiie 
organs  of  whii.h,  examined  with  the  aiii  of  a  goi>d 
lens,  cannot  fail  to  interest  the  student.  Their 
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locality  is  scarcely  limitctl  by  i^eograi'liical  lines. 
The  more  common  si)ecics  ,E;nnv  upon  hard  moun- 
tain soil  and  in  s\\  ani])3  or  moist  ^\•oods.  Their 
economic  uses  are  limited,  so  far  as  now  known, 
to  their  medicinal  i)ropenies.  They  are  much 
sought  and  cultivated  for  ornament. 

Polypodium  vuli^are,  Cominon  pohpud ;  P.  Phe- 
gopteris,  Triangular  pohpod,  Aspidium  acrt)Stich- 
oides,  Christmas  ffrn  ;  A.  Theh  pteris,  Marsh  shield 
fern ;  A.  mar<,nnale,  Marginal  shield  fern ;  A. 
dilatatum.  Broad  shield  fern  ;  Asplenium  ebeneum, 
Ebony  spleemvort ;  A.  Trichomanes  Dwarf  spleen- 
rvort  A.  Angustifolium,  Xarroiv-leaved  spleen- 
ivorl ;  A.  Rula-muraria,  Wall-rue  spleenwort ; 
A.  Filix-foemina,  Lady  fern ;  Woodsia  llvensis, 
Rusty  Woodsia,  Pteris  aquilina,  Conn)ton  brake ;  P. 
atropurpurea,  Liock  brake;  Adiantum  pedatum, 
ALaidenhair ;  Dicksonia  pilosiuscula,  Fine-haired 
mountain  fern ;  Osmunda  cinnamomea,  Cinna- 
mon-colored fern;  O.  regalis,  Riyal-fJ(nvering 
fern  ;  Cystopteris  bulbifera  Bulb-bearing  CystopAeris  ; 
C.  fragilis,  Brittle  fern  ;  Onoclea  scnsibilis.  Sensitive 
fern — are  among  the  ferns  found  in  Albany  County. 

lii\\QEi]ui<;etaceiFoxHo?setails,  (Rushes),  an  order 
of  vegetables  growing  in  wet  grounds,  on  river 
banks  and  bortiers  of  moist  woods,  are  represented 
in  the  county  by  F.quisetum  hyemale,  Scouring 
rush;  K.  arvense,  LPeld  horsetail;  E.  limosum. 
Pipes  and  E.  .syhaticum.  Wood  horsetail. 

Of  the  LycopodiaceiP  or  Club  mosses,  \\c  have  L\'- 
copodium  clavatum,  Couunon  club  moss  ;  \..  com- 
planattmn,  Ground  pi>ie ;  Tv.  Dendroideum,  Tree 
c/ub  jiioss  ;  Selaginella  rupestris,  Rock  club  moss. 

NATURAL  HISTORY. 
Quadrupeds. — Two  hundred  and  seventy-fi\e 
years  ago,  in  ascending  the  noble  river  that  bears 
his  name,  Henry  Hudson  saw  upon  its  banks  a 
race  of  people  clad  in  rude  garments  and  armed 
with  the  ancient  bow  and  arrows.  The\'  were  na- 
ti\'es  of  the  forest  :  and,  like  the  animals  about 
them,  \\ild,  fierce  and  savage.  The  early  immi- 
grants to  this  country  met  the  same  wandering  na- 
tives of  the  woods,  and  with  them  the  wWd  beasts 
that  roamed  both  hill  and  valley,  a  terror  and  dreail 
by  day  and  by  night.  Wliere  are  they  now  ^  The 
laws  of  civilization,  the  ax  and  the  plow,  have 
wonderfully  interfered  with  their  rights  and  des- 
troyed their  freedom  of  domain.  Xo  niore  is 
heard  in  our  county  of  the  sa\age  war-whoi.p  df 
the  Indian,  the  ferocious  bark  of  the  wolf  the 
piercing  cry  (  >f  the  v.  ikl  cat,  the  .Li^rowl  of  tiic  bear, 
or  the  plaintive  bleat  of  the  deer.  These  animals, 
once  common  in  the  county  and  familiar  to  tlie 


earlv  settlers,  have  disappeared.     Xo  longer  does 
I  the  beaver  afford  profit  or   amusement   to  the 
\  hunter.     The  otter,  too,  has  gone,  and  with  it  the 
hedge-hog  ani.1  the  porcu[jine.     Two  _\ears  ago, 
near  the  farm  of  Hon.  Erastus  Corning,  a  porcu- 
pine was  shot,  which  is  preser\ed  as  a  specimen 
in  the  .Aluseum  of  Xatural  History,  at  Albany. 
1  he  noble  bison  and  elk.  monarchs  of  the  forest, 
if  thev  once  rcjamed  cur  forests  in  freedom,  as 
!  some  believe,  ha\e  sought  mcjre  secure  and  favored 
retreats. 

Among  the  primitive  quadrupeds  yet  to  be  found 
in  the  count}"  are  the  fox.  raccoon,  woodchuck, 
skunk,  grey  and  white  rabbit,  muskrat,  mink, 
weasel,  grey  and  red  squirrel,  striped  and  flying 
squirrel,  mole,  mice  of  several  kinds  ;  all  insig- 
nificant as  compared  with  those  proud  occupants 
of  our  old  forests. 

Birds. — The  birds  form  no  small  part  of  the 
natural  history  of  the  county.    ]\Iany  of  them, 
I  with  their  joyous  songs,  are  welcome  harbingers  ol 
;  spring,  assuring  us  that  the  icy  fetters  of  winter 
j  are  broken,  that  the  mild  rays  of  the  vernal  sun 
I  will  soon  warm  the  earth.    The  husbandman  is 
I  made  glad  when  he  hears  the  first  note  of  the  blue- 
I  bird,  the  rapturous   music  of  the  robin,  or  the 
I  mellow  call  of  the  whip-poor-will. 
I      Among  our  rapacious  birds  are  the  great  hen- 
hawk,  goshawk,  pigeon-hawk,  shrike  or  butcher- 
liird,  the  gre}',  horned  ami  barn  owl.  crow,  great 
j  blue  heron,  small  heron,  bittern  and  kingfisher. 
Put  few  game  birds  are  found  in  the  count}',  and 
these  are  protected  by  stringent  laws.    ])uring  the 
few  months  in  which  they  can  be  legally  killetl, 
;  the  huntsmen  seem  to  have  no  thought  for  the 
.  future,  but  are  so  reckless  that  few  reniaiii  for  the 
i  next  .season's  reproduction.     Partridge,  woodcock, 
i  snipe,  plover  and,  rarely,  a  quail,  with  an  occa- 
sional meadow  lark,  comprise  the  list, 
i      Among  the  song  birds  are  the  robin,  golden  and 
■  orchai\!  oriole,  brown  and  wood  thrush,  cat-bird. 

tx'ibolink,  bluebird,  ^re}'  and  hedge  sjmrrow, 
I  chirp  and  }ellow  bird,  titmouse,  red  and  black- 
'  winL^:ed  plicebe.  blueja}-,  kingbird,  blackbird, 
barn,  chinine}'  and  mason  swallows,  se\eral  kinds 
of  woodpeckers,  crested  tit,  house  wren,  cuckoo, 
dove,  whip-poor-will,  night-hawk  and  .several  vari- 
eties of  the  humming-birtis,  and  the  ceiiar  or 
cherry  bird.  The  habits  of  these  birtis  are  a> 
various  as  the  classes  they  represent.  The  greater 
number  arc  migratory,  arriving  here  during  the 
sp.ring  months.  The  tir>t  to  lea\e  is  the  bobo- 
link ;  others  follow  at  irregular  intervals.  Almost 
the  last  to  leave  for  a  more  genial  clime  is  tlie 
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Toh\n.  The  iiuii<Lrimiiuate  and  waiuon  clcstiuctioii 
of  our  harmless  birds  by  the  rutliless  sportsmen 
is  havin.u;'  a  marked  effect  up(_)n  the  increase  of 
insects  and  worms,  injurious  to  ve.'^^etati' m. 

Fishes. — Tlie  creeks  running  tlirough  the 
county,  as  well  as  the  Hudson,  early  abounded  in 
fish.  Pike  and  sturgeon  were  cauglit  e\en  in  P"o.\' 
Creek,  now  filled  up  or  used  as  a  covered  sewer. 
A  sturgeon  was  sold  for  a  knife  in  that  early  day. 
Salmon  has  rarely  been  found  in  our  river,  the  fish 
preferring  clearer,  rocky  rivers,  like  the  Connecticut 
and  Kennebec.  Plerring  once  made  Saratoga 
Lake  their  grand  rendezvous,  and  v.ere  in  plenty. 
The  dams  have  turned  them  away.  Shad  and 
bass  are  not  plentiful  so  far  up  stream  as  our  county 
for  lack  of  suitable  accommodations  ;  but  they  are 
abundant  in  the  river,  as  are  also  the  usual  variety 
of  small  fish.  Trout  was  once  very  abundant  in 
the  clear  streams  of  the  county. 

The  sharp-nosed  sturgeon,  caught  in  the  Hud- 
son, is  from  four  to  eight  feet  in  length,  and  varies 
in  weight  from  icq  to  450  pounds.  A  few  years 
ago  one  was  caught  weighing  486  ])0U!ids.  The 
annual  catch  commences  in  April  and  continues 
into  the  autumn.  This  fi^h  is  caught  in  most  of 
the  fishing  places  from  New  York  bay  to  Troy, 
and  is  a  great  favorite  in  the  river  tow-ns.  It  is 
sometimes  called  "  .\lbany  beef  '  Its  oil  is  used 
for  the  same  purpose  as  sperm  oil.  and  in  the  treat- 
ment of  cuts  and  bruises.  A  favorite  place  for 
spawning  was  once  at  the  bottom  of  Cohoes  Falls. 
Its  roes  or  eggs  furnish  one  of  the  most  alluring 
bates  to  the  angler,  as  bass  and  many  either  tish 
delight  in  them  for  food. 

Reptiles. — Of  snakes  there  are  very  few,  and  of 
the  poisonous  class  none.  The  rattlesnake,  once 
so  common  in  the  county,  is  no  more  to  be 
dreaded. 

The  list  comprises  the  black-snake  and  chaser, 
milk,  water,  garter  and  green  snakes.  Some 
lizards,  newts  and  toads  of  several  varieties  are 
found. 

Entomology. — Varied  as  are  the  subjects  con- 
nected with  the  Natural  History  ofAlbany  County, 
that  of  entomology  is  not  the  least.  Many  insects 
are  known  to  be  injurious  to  trees,  shrubs  and 
planfs  under  cu!ti\ation  :  many  are  destructive  to 
domestic  fabrics,  and  in  many  ways  are  jjests  in 
the  house,  in  the  garden,  and  in  the  fiekl  and  for- 
est. A  kno\^  led;;e  of  their  liistor}',  habits,  charac- 
ter, propagation  and  natural  enemies,  with  practical 
suggestions  for  their  control,  and  the  best  means 
and  remedies  for  their  de,>truction,  shuuld  be  of 
mucli  interest  and  value. 


The  Entomological  History  of  New  York  State 
was  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Fitch  for  many 
years,  who  matle  very  extensive  collections  in 
Albanv  anil  Washington  counties.     For  ten  years 

I  after  Dr.  Fitch's  death  no  work  was  done  by  the 
State  in  that  branch  of  natural  history,  and  much 

I  valuable  time  was  lost. 

In  1S70,  the  work  was  resumed  by  Dr.  J.  A. 

'  Lintner,  who  was  appointed  State  Entomologist. 

I  For  the  last  fifteen  years,  large  and  e.xtensive  col- 
lections have  been  made  b_\'  him  ami  his  associates 

j  for  the  State  collection,  for  private  cabinets,  and 
for  distribution  in  various  parts  of  the  United 

'  States  and  in  Euro])e. 

j  Albany  County  has  a  favorite  insect-collecting 
i  ground  at  the  "  Center,"  on  the  N.  Y.  Central  R.  R., 
I  a  few  miles  North  West  from  Albany.  This  also 
afT(.)rds  man\'  plants  for  the  botan'St  not  obtained 
'  anywhere  else.  'Y\\&  Scicii/ijic  Aint:rka?i  s^yA.  "I  he 
'  butterflies — Tepidoptcra — collected  in  this  place  are 
i  more  e.xtensive  than  in  any  other  locality."  This 
t  is  one  of  the  localities  in  the  State  where  the  17 
;  vear  locusts,   CicaJa-Septcnuieciin,    will  appear  in 

Dr.  Lintner  has  given  special  attention  to  the 
many  injurious  species,  in  order  to  counteract  their 
ravages  and  coniine  their  area  of  depredations  by 
proper  remedies,  and  to  the  best  means  for  their 
1  eradication.  The  subject  is  one  of  great  interest 
to  tlie  farmer  and  the  cultivator  of  every  species  ol 
plant-life.  Flies,  beetles,  moths,  worms,  etc.,  are 
the  bane  of  the  prc>gressive  agriculturist,  who  is  con- 
stantly subjected  to  the  ravages  of  these  [)ests.  Our 
space  allows  only  a  brief  notice  of  a  few  of  the 
more  injurious  pests  that  are  common  in  the  county. 

The  wheat-midge,  Diplosis  tiitiri,  was  formerly 
very  destructive,  but  of  late  years  its  effect  upon 

■  the  wheat  crop  has  not  been  perceptible.  '1  he 
apple-tree  borer,  Sdpcrda  catu/ida.  and  the  peach- 
tree  borer,  /Egcria  I'xitiosa,  are  so  common  to  the 
orchardist  "hat  they  need  no  special  description. 

■  Unless  they  meet  with  constant  warfare,  the  trees 
in  time  succumb  to  iheir  work.      In  May  and 

,  October  every  tree  should  be  carefully  examined, 
and  if  an\  /mrk-diis/  or gmnoings  are  seen  at  the  (001 
1  if  the  tree,  use  a  sharp  knife  and  ilestroy  tlie  grub  : 
or,  with  a  wire,  follow  the  channel  matle,  and  ])Ut 
an  end  to  further  progress. 

To  jirevent  eggs  being  dcjx>sited,  a  shield  ol  tin 
or  tarred  paper  may  encircle  the  tree  for  iS  inches 
in  height. 

The  injuries  of  the  currant  w  orm,  X<  /ihi/iis  i  t'ii- 
/n'cosus.  have  been  cpiite  sev  ere  with  the  currant  and 
i  gooseberry  crop;  Imt  it  has  had  a  \igorous  attack 
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made  upon  it  by  a  minute  jjarasite,  M  liich  oviposits  ■ 
in  its  eggs  and  destroys  thcin,  and  has  thereliv  dune 
very  much  towards  arrestinL,^  its  ravaLres.  Among 
the  remedies  must  potent  for  the  ik-struction  of  the 
currant  worm  is  Persian  insect  jjiiwder.  or  Pyre-  ' 
thrum,  and  powtieretl  Hellebore  i^lusicd  u|ii_)n  the  i 
leaves  when  inoisi  with  dew  nr  rain.     The  Helle-  ; 
bore  may  be  used  mixed  \\\\\\  water,  ami  sprinkled 
from  a  water-pot  ha\ing  a  fine  nise.  j 

The  Coloraili  )  p(  itati  i-bectle.  Doryoplmra  lo-iin- 
eata,  made  its  appearance  in  Albany  Couniv  in  1S74, 
since  which  time  it  has  been  a  plague  to  the  farmer.  ' 
With  perseverance  and  occasional  ajiplication  of 
Paris-green  incorporated  with  ground  plaster,  or  ] 
thoroughly  mixed  with  water,  the  ravages  of  the  ' 
grub  can  be  ci >ntr(_illed.     It   has  many  enemies; 
nearly  30  other  insects  prey  up(_>n  it. 

The  carpet  beetle,  Anthrcniis  si.roplinLirue,  re- 
ceived its  first  scientific  notice  in  this  countr\'  b\- 
Dr.  Lintner,  of  Albany,  in  the  }far  1876.     From  ! 
examples  taken  in  Schenectady,  its  true  character  I 
was  first    ascertained,    and    its   habits    and    life-  ' 
history  established.      It  has  been  verv  abumlant  ' 
and  destructive  in  Scht-nectach  and  Albanv,  in  the 
latter  city  abounding  in  the  earlv  summer  u]iiin 
umbelliferous  plants  in  Wasliington  Park.     Its  ilis- 
trihution  through  the  State  and  other  States  is  rapidlv  i 
extending.     Every  effort  should  be  made  to  arrest  ! 
its  spread  by  the  free  use  of  benzine  in  its  haunts.  ^ 

The  white-marked  tussock  moth,  Orn-iu?  /eucus- 
tignia,  has  been  a  great  pest  in  Albany  and  .'Schen- 
ectady for  a  number  of  years,  having,  at  times, 
almost  defoliated  the  elms  and  horse-chestnuts  of 
our  streets,  and  the  plum-trees  of  our  gardens.  It 
is  believed  that  the  great  increase  of  this  pest  in 
recent  \ears  is  due  to  the  introduction  of  the  Eng- 
lish si)arrow.  which  makes  war  ujjon  and  drives  | 
away  the  few  birds  that  feed  upon  the  hairy  cater-  \ 
pillars,  of  w  Inch  the  Org\  i,i  is  one.  j 

Another  pest  that  has  been  cpiite  destruct:\e  of 
late  years,  is  the  rose-bug,  oxMacrudaclylns  subspiu- 
osus. 

The  cabbage  worm — larva  of  a  butterfly,  order 
Lepidiiplcra — was  first  noticed  in  Albanv  Countv  bv  ! 
Dr.  Lintner,  in  July,  1870.    It  was  intnuluced  into  i 
.this  country  about  1857.     It  came  to  Alban\-  and  i 
vicinity  in  July  1S70.    This  butterfly  is  the  bane  of  | 
every  cabbage  grower,  and  its  larva  is  the  dread  of 
every  cook.     It  is  a  voracious  eater,  and  great  : 
numbers  of  worms  are  often  found  in  a  single  head  i 
of  cabbage.    The  natura'  enemy  of  the  chrv-^alides  ' 
is  the  larva  ',f  a  niiniiie  [larasitic  fly,  known  as 
Pteromalus  pupijrum.    Another  parasite  of  the  cab-  ' 
bage   worm   is  known   as  Apanlcles   congrcgata.  I 
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Another  parasite  is  the  larva  of  a  two-winged  fly, 
belonging  to  the  genus  Tachimi.  This  'J'ochina  has 
been  bred  in  consider.ible  numbers  liy  Dr.  Lintner. 

The  follov.-ing  remedies  for  the  cabbage  worm 
are  used:  hot  water,  130°  Fahrenheit,  the  water  to 
be  boihng  hot,  when  put  in  the  watering-pot  : 
P}Tethrum,  or  Persian  insect-jjowder.  half-ounce, 
with  two  gallons  water,  or  half  an  ounce  mixed 
with  some  dry  substance,  and  sprinkled  on  the 
cabbage. 

'I'here  are  many  hedges  (if  spruce  in  All^any 
County,  and  the  tree  is  extensively  planted  for  shade 
and  ornament:  therefore,  it  may  be  well  to  notice 
an  enemy,  recently  discovered,  which  has  proved 
to  be  very  destructive  to  the  spruce  and  fir  trees.  It 
is  called  elsewhere  the  Sprurr-i>ii</  Tcr/rix 
Fioiiifi  rana .  Besides  climatic  causes,  the  spruce 
is  likel}'  to  meet  with  the  rav  ages  of  this  new  enem\-  : 
and  if  once  introduced,  our  hedges  will  be  at  their 
mercy.  It  has  ap})eared  in  the  State  already.  The 
defoliation  of  spruce-trees  is  sufficient  either  to  kill 
the  trees  outright,  or  so  weaken  them,  that  bark- 
boring  beetles  can  complete  the  work  of  destruction. 
Trees  attacked  by  these  caterpillars  look  as  if  a 
light  tire  had  passed  through  them.  It  feeds  upon 
the  leaves  or  needles  of  the  terminal  shoots,  antl 
while  at  its  work  scarcely  alters  the  appearance  of 
the  tree,  and  its  presence  is  known  only  when  the 
worms  are  abundant  enough  to  defoliate  the  trees. 

The  imported  elm-leaf  beetle,  Gallentcella  Xan- 
tlionnjLcna. — The  depredations  of  this  pest  ha\e 
become  widely  extended  throughout  the  North 
eastern  States,  preying  upon  the  elms.  The  eggs 
are  deposited  in  an  upright  position  upon  the  under 
side  of  the  leaves,  generall}-  in  two,  more  or  less 
irregular  rows.  The  eggs  are  close  together  and 
firmly  fastened  to  the  leaf  ;  they  vary  in  number 
from  four  or  five  to  twenty-five  :  in  shape,  obkmg. 
oval,  obtusely  pointed  at  the  tip.  and  of  a  straw- 
yellow  color.  The  tlu ration  of  the  egg-state  is 
about  one  week.  The  larvae  are  destructive  to  the 
foliage  from  ]May  to  August,  ami  have  about  two 
weeks  of  active  life  between  the  egg  and  pu])a 
state.  During  this  time  the}"  devour  the  leaves, 
which  become  skelctonizetl.  The  beetle  assists 
the  worms  in  its  destructive  work,  but  the  worms 
do  the  most  damage.  In  the  month  of  September 
the  beetles  prepare  for  hibernation,  seeking  shelter 
in  hollow  trees,  in  the  ground,  under  old  leaves, 
and  remain  dormant  until  the  following  spring. 
l"he  remedies  recommended  are  many — such  as 
tarring  the  trees,  oil  and  tar  gutters  around  the  base 
of  the  tree,  hot  water  and  tobacco  juice,-  arsenical 
preparations,  Paris-green,  London  purple,  in  pro- 
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[)Ortioii,  one-half  ])uuiid,  Hour  tliicc  tiuarts.  and 
water  40  gallons. 

In  the  wide  ranye  of  insect  lile  few  Idiins 
{K)t;sess  a  greater  \  ilality  than  is  twinid  anxnig  the 
bark-lice,  and  nunc  are  nmre  readily  transported 
upon  plants  from  ])lace  lu  place,  and  from  one 
country  to  another.  Among  the  remedies  the 
following  is  one  which  was  proved  in  jiractice 
useful  Mhen  a  moderate  quantity  of  emulsion  is 
required  : 

Kerosene  two  gallons,  common  .soap  or  whale- 
oil  soap  one-half  jiound,  water  one  gal!c>n.  Heat 
the  solution  of  soap  and  adtl  it  boiling  hot  to 
the  kerosene.  Churn  the  mi.xuire  thoroughly, 
which,  when  cool,  forms  a  thick  cream  ;  dilute, 
before  using,  one  part  of  the  mixture  with  nine 
parts  of  cold  water.  Tlie  above  gives  three 
gallons  of  emulsion,  and  makes,  when  diluted.  30 
gallons  of  wash.  The  percentage  of  oil  can  be 
considerably  increased,  as  can  also  the  amount  <if 
soap,  without  danger  to  most  trees  or  plants. 
Kerosene  differs  from  most  other  remedial  agents 
in  being  entirely  harmless  to  tender  young  growths, 
blossom  buds  and  young  fruit,  if  properly  dilutetl. 
It  may  therefore  be  applied  to  bearing  trees  at 
seascjns  when  other  insectcides  would  cause  more 
or  less  Kiss  of  growth  and  of  fruit.  The  most 
favorable  season  for  applying  kerosene  washes  is, 
undoubtedly,  early  spring,  as  soon  or  as  all  danger 
of  frost  is  past. 

The  reports  of  Prof  Rile_\',  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  and  of  Prof.  J.  A.  Lintner.  .'^tate 
Entomologist,  have  been  very  hel{)ful  in  the  prej^ara- 
tion  of  this  section.  ?i[iich  more  might  be  added, 
if  our  space  would  allow. 

METEOROLOGY.  .  ;  ' 

The  principal  timber  or  trees  yet  growing  upon 
the  hills  and  in  the  small  patches  of  forest  are 
pines,  white,  yellow  antl  jiitch  ;  oaks,  several  vari- 
eties ;  maples,  birch,  beech,  elm,  hemlock,  chest- 
nut and  hickory  ;  on  the  sandy  regions,  dwarf 
species  of  evergreen  trees.  Red  cedar  grows  to  a 
limited  extent  in   several  lixalities,  particularlv 


ujjon  rock\-  wastes.  The  law  of  demand  has 
asserted  its  prerogative  in  the  general  physical 
characteristics  of  the  county,  which  is  well  illus- 
trated bv  the  rapid  denudaticin  and  recent 
destruction  uf  forests  lor  the  requirements  of 
moilern  progress  and  internal  improvements. 
While  these  add  lar,L,a-l\-  to  the  wealth  of  the 
ci>unlry,  agriculture  is  in  a  measure  dc])rived  01 
its  greatest  need,  an  abundant  rainfall.  The  one 
thing  essential  to  fertility  is  a  constant  supply 
of  water,  and  this  is  supplied  by  condensation  from 
the  atmosphere,  which  appears  in  the  form  of  snow 
or  rain,  dejiending  upon  the  temperature  and 
surrountling  ph\sical  conditicm  of  the  localitw 
When  we  estimate  the  number  of  acres  ot  forest 
that  are  required  for  fuel  and  building  material, 
and  the  almost  unlimited  demand  made  to  supply 
the  railroads,  we  can  readily  see  how,  in  a  lew 
years,  the  whole  character  of  the  climate  and 
protluctions  of  a  region  may  be  changed  by  the 
destruction  of  its  forests.  Trees,  with  forest 
vegetation,  j)erform  an  important  function  in  the 
great  econom}-  of  nature.  They  furnish  natural 
barriers  against  sudden  floods:  their  roots  permeate 
the  soil,  and  thus  prevent  torrents  from  sweeping 
away  the  soil  and  conveying  the  accumulated  dcl'ns 
in  lieaps  upon  the  cultivated  lantl.  The  foliage  of 
the  trees,  which  present  such  an  immense  surface, 
condenses  the  atmospheric  moisture,  which  would 
otherwise  be  taken  on  the  aerial  currents  and 
carried  awav.  Plnsical  geography  demonstrates 
this  feet,  that  the  destruction  of  forest  growth 
diminishes  the  amount  of  rainfall  in  that  region. 
In  accordance  with  natural  laws,  the  fertility 
depends,  in  a  great  degree,  upon  this.  I'herefore, 
to  destroy  the  forests  is  to  diminish  one  of  the  great 
sources  of  productix  eness  of  the  soil.  It  is  clear, 
therefore,  tliat  the  destruction  of  the  forests  his  a 
direct  influence  upon  agriculture,  by  diminishing 
the  quantity  of  rainfall,  inducing  drouth  by 
uninterru'^ted  rays  of  the  sun.  and  by  the  wind 
currents  which  meet  with  no  obstructions  and 
cause  less  deposit  of  moisture. 

Under  this  head  other  facts  of  interest  vvill  be 
given  in  the  history  of  the  City  of  Albany. 


.i.L..     .  ..  V. 


■  rn,  ■  J- 


I.i■; 


,  ■ 

.  :V>yy 

-y.'  :.y:yhyA-,i 
_  ■V-y  y.^^y  ■    r'T  ■ 

.a!  \  i  a',.;  j  ■       ■  'y 

.  ..yy  y^  - 


33 


Table  t;hc)\viny  monthly  rainfall  and  mean  temperature,  for  each  month  of  the  year,  from  1S74  to  1S84, 
inclusive,  as  obtained  from  the  records  of  the  "United  States  Sig'nal  Service,"  at  Albany,  kept 
by  jMajor  John  O.  Barnes. 

RA!NF.-\I.L. 


1S74. 

iS75- 

1876. 

1877. 

1S78. 

1879. 



18S0. 

18S1. 

18S2. 

1883. 

1884. 

— —  

Inches. 



Inches. 



Indies. 



Inches. 



Inches. 

Inches. 

Inches. 


Inches. 

Inches. 



Inches. 

Indies. 

 — 



3.61 

2.14 



1-57 



1.95 



4-45 



2.54 

2.96 

2.86 



2.64 

2.43 

2.98 

2.90 

1.6.; 

4.09 

0.36 

4.12 

2. So 

2.67 

2.50 

3-31 

3.00 

3-85 

1.97 

3-27 

4.28 

3-33 

2.18 

3-79 

2.17 

3.S0 

1.79 

1-77 

4.C0 

4-97 

3-36 

351 

1.42 

3-99 

3-17 

2.75 

••54 

1.27 

2.65 

2.09 

May  

2.32 

2-57 

2.96 

2-77 

3-65 

0. 89 

3-38 

3-90 

4-15 

3.20 

2-79 

June   

4-7I 

398 

•  4.40 

4.60 

4-54 

4.62 

2.21 

3-76 

3-98 

6.30 

1.80 

J"iy  

6.78 

2.46 

4-97 

4.00 

5-52 

5.10 

3-78 

2.22 

3-97 

5.96 

5 -04 

1.94 

6.55 

4-57 

3-37 

4.25 

2.84 

2.07 

1.38 

3-69 

5.27 

September  

4.01 

2.63 

5-17 

1.82 

3- 20 

3-47 

2.86 

2.38 

7-79 

3-19 

1.80 

1.77 

5-97 

1.64 

7. 86 

3'37 

1.24 

2.45 

3-19 

0.27 

3-49 

2.64 

2.19 

2.29 

2.65 

2.70 

4-43 

2.56 

2.49 

3-44 

0.97 

1. 14 

3-44 

December  

0.76 

I. II 

2.42 

0.71 

6.16 

4-23 

2.0I 

4.S8 

2.24 

2.55 

3.20 

Total  for  year. 

37-93 

38  25 

38.19 

36.09 

49-37 

38.56 

32-54 

36.32 

33- 76 

39-37 

38.90 

The  greatest  rainf^rll  for  an\- \'ear  was  in  1878.  The  least  rainfall  in  1S80.  The  greatest  rainfall 
for  any  month  was  October,  1877.  The  least  for  any  one  month  was  October,  1882.  The  total  rainfall 
for  the  full  ten  years  was  380.38  inches,  and  the  average  yearly  rainfall  for  10  years  was  38.03S  inches. 


TABLE  OF  MEAN  TEMPERATURE  AS  RECORDED  AT  ALBANY  BY  U.  S.  S.  S. 


1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

1877. 

1S78. 

1879. 

1S80. 

1881. 

1882. 

1 883. 

1884. 

Degs. 

Degs. 

Degs. 

Degs. 

Degs. 

Degs. 

Degs. 

Degs. 

Degs. 

Degs. 

Degs. 

28.2 

14-5 

29.2 

17. 1 

23-1 

179 

30.8 

19.8 

27.4 

23-3 

23.6 

February  

22.2 

15-3 

24.8 

28.8 

24-3 

19  3 

28.3 

27.2 

32.6 

28. 7 

33-0 

32.2 

26.4 

29  9 

304 

38  4 

30  5 

32-7 

38.8 

38. 8 

30.1 

35f 

36.6 

39-1 

42.9 

46- 3" 

51-5 

42.0 

49-7 

47.0 

47-0 

47-3 

47.8 

56  5 

57  ■  3 

57-1 

57-5 

56.5 

60.8 

66.4 

65-3 

55  9 

59  I 

59-1 

66.9 

66  9 

7'-5 

68.2 

65.0 

66.0 

71.8 

65-1 

69.0 

72.0 

72.5 

July  

69.9 

69.8 

73  7 

71  8 

73-6 

71  I 

74  9 

73  9 

73  8 

72.8 

70-7 

66.8 

70.7 

72,7 

71.8 

70  2 

67.9 

70  9 

73-5 

73-0 

69.9 

72.6 

63  I 

58-5 

591 

63.8 

63-7 

59-6 

64  9 

71-7 

65  .'I 

61 . 2 

67-5 

October  

48.8 

46.4 

46.0 

49  5 

52-4 

58.9 

51-4 

55-1 

56.4 

50  9 

51-3 

November  

36  4 

31  8 

39-5 

40.4 

37.8 

37  3 

37-8 

43-5 

41 .4 

44-0 

38.4 

December  

28.0 

26.8 

17.2 

3>  3 

27-7 

28.6 

25.2 

38. 7 

31  2 

31.0 

27.8 

Average  for  each 

year  

46.3 

43-6 

46.9 

48.1 

48.7 

46.7 

50,4 

5'  4 

51.0 

49.2 

50  3 

Highest  in  the 

year  

92 

90 

93 

92 

92 

91 

93 

96 

92 

94 

92 . 2 

16 

18 

8 

7 

18 

8 

10 

10 

14 

85 

'5  9 

Average  temperature  f  ir  ten  years,  48.23  degrees.    The  highest  temperature  for  any  year  was  i88i, 

and  the  lowest,  1875.    The  coldest  month  was  January,  1875.    The  coldest  da_\s  were  in  1S75  and 

1878.     Tlie  hottest  month  was  )ul\',  18S0.     The-  hottest  day  was  in  1S81. 
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THE  IROQUOIS  INDIANS. 

The  early  history  of  Albany  Couiily,  like  ihat  ol 
every  section  of  our  country,  is  more  or  less  in- 
timately connected  with  that  of  the  ahoriirinal  In- 
dian. \\'hen  tlie  Half-ntomi  lirst  entcrei.1  the 
"great  river"  \\iiich  t:i\'es,  "as  lung  as  water 
runs,"  immortality  to  the  name  of  Hudson,  it  met 
hostility  and  murder  tVom  the  savages  that  dwelt 
around  its  lower  waters.  Sailing  up  the  river,  a. 
few  days  later,  with  llie  same  ship  and  crew,  it  is 
recorded  of  the  savages  that  "we  found  \  cry  lo\ing 
peof>le  and  ^■ery  old  men.  where  we  ^\erc  well 
used."  These  Indians  belonged  to  two  great 
families.  The  former  were  of  the  Algonquins  or 
Adirondacks,  of  Avhich  the  ]Manhattan  and  the 
Delaware  tribes  occujjied  the  territory  about  New 
York  City  and  the  valley  of  the  Delaware  River. 
With  these  the  early  settlers  upon  [Manhattan  and 
Long  Island  and  the  lower  Hudson  Valley  had 
much  trouble,  involving  destruction  of  property 
and  barbarian  devastation  and  murder.  The  lat- 
ter were  called  Iroquois  by  the  French  ;  Five, 
afterward  Six  Nations,  by  the  English  ;  and,  by 
themselve-s,  Aquanuschioni.  signifying  a  united 
people,  or  Ongue-houwe,  a  superior  people.  These 
were  divided  into  tribes,  under  the  separate  names 
of  jMohawks,  Oneidas,  Onondagas,  Cayugas  and 
Senecas,  to  which  were  added  later  the  Tuscaroras. 

At  the  time  the  early  traders  came  up  the  Flud- 
son,  these  tribes  claimed  most  of  the  tt-rritory  now 
constituting  the  State  of  New  York  and  a  portion 
of  Pennsylvania,  as  their  hunting  grounds.  Here 
they  had  their  villages,  and  the  lands  they  claimed 
as  their  own.  No  one  could  tell  how  they  came 
here  or  when.  They  were  distinguished  above  all 
other  Indians  of  North  America  for  intelligence, 
eloquence,  endurance  ami  cruelty.  But  they  re- 
ceived the  early  Dutch  traders  in  the  most  friendly 
manner,  and  for  a  great  many  years  retained  with 
them  most  peaceful  relations  in  trade,  even  while 
carrying  on  war  with  others  in  a  spirit  of  inplacable 
revenge,  with  all  the  varieties  of  torture  and  bar- 
barity of  which  the  race  was  capable. 

A  firm  and  lasting  treaty  of  alliance  and  peace, 
it  is  said,  was  made  betw  een  the  great  conlcderacy 
of  the  Five  Nations  and  the  Dutch,  in  16  iS,  as  be- 
fore suggested,  on  the  hill  Tawasagunshee,  near  the 
banks  of  the  Tawalsontha  Cre-.-k,  now  N(jrman's 
Kill,  just  south  of  Albany.  There  was  no  love  be- 
tween these  contracting  parties,  any  more  than  is 
usual  between  nations  who  make  politic  treaties  of 
amity  and  commerce.  It  was  a  contract  of.sclfisii- 
ness  and  shrewdness.  And  as  long  as  it  was 
mutually  advantageous  it  was  unbroken. 


!      Let  us  explain  the  circumstances.     The  Dutch 
caiiK'  here  for  money-making.     They  saw  a  rich 
i  mine  in  the  fur  trade.    The  Indians  knew  the 
'  places  of  the  bea\er  and  the  otter,  and  how  lu 
place  their  furs  in  the  hands  of  these  eager  traders. 
Thev.  in  turn,  desired  the  European  trinkets,  the 
white  man's  lire-water,  and  his  tearfully  destructive 
,  lire-arms.     These  mutual  interests  would  best  be 
secured  by  mutual  peace  anil  heljifulness. 

These  Five  Nations — made  Six  Nations  by  the  ac- 
cession of  the  Tuscaroras  in  17 14 — had  formed  a 
confederacy  of  tribes  long  before  this  date.  The 
Mohawks  were  the  most  powerfid  ;  the  Ononilagas 
I  kept  the  great  council  fire  ever  burning,  near  where 
;  now  is  the  City  of  Syracuse.     They  all  had  their 
villages  and  patch.es  of  ground,  where  dwelt  tiieir 
i  squaws,  who  cultivated  corn,  jieas,    beans,  po- 
!  tatoes,  melons,  and  cared  for  the  infant  papooses. 

They  also  had  rude  castles,  made  with  palisades 
(  and  brush  work.     The  IVIohawks,  as  told  to  us, 
had  five  castles  in  1630,  viz.  :  Moenemines  Castle' 
situated    on  Flaver  Island,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
;  Mohawk    River;  one    at   Schenectady;    one  at 
Fort  Hunter,  at  the  outlet  of  Schoharie  Creek, 
called  Ticonderoga  ;  one  in  the  present  town  ot 
Mohawk,   called   Caughnawaga ;  one,   the  great 
'  castle,  in  the  present  town  of  Danube,  called  Cana- 
joharie.    At  this  time  they  numbered  about  600 
warriors.    \Mhle  their  castles  were  on  or  near  the 
IVIohawk,  their  ownership  in  the  soil  extended,  on 
I  the  west  side  of  the  Fludson,  as  far  south  as  the 
I  Catskills,''north  to  the  Canada.s,  and  west  includ- 
:  ing  the  present  counties  of  Saratoga,  Schenectady, 
Montgomery,  Herkimer,  Schoharie, Otsego,  Greene 
'  and  Albany.     The  Oneidas  and  Cayugas  were 
'■  understood  to  be  the  younger  members  of  the  con- 
federacy.    The  Senecas  dwelt  farthest  west,  and 
were  remarkable  for  their  fierce  and  implacable 
nature.     \Mien  first  known  tc)  liuropeans,  the\' 
were  unitedU'  enj^ai^ed  in  war  with  nearlv  all  the 
I  surroundi.ig  tribes. 

'      These  confederates  did  not  unite  in  the  interest 
I  of  peace  and  progress,  but  for  war  and  revenge, 
j  Of  all  employments,  war  was  their  delight.  Noth- 
'  ing  was  sweeter  to  them  than  revenge.    They  were 
cunning  and  daring,   alert  and  brave,  unfeeling 
and   cruel.     ^\'ith  the  war  club,  the  tomahawk, 
:  the   bow  and  the  arrow,  rude  weapons  of  war. 
,  they  had  carried  terror  to  the  wikls  of  Canada  : 
!  had  gained  victories  on  Lake  Huron  :  had  made 
i  tributary  the  Delawares  and  the  Mohcgans,  and 
had,  with  unfeeling  arrogance,  brought  into  sub- 
I  mission  the  weaker  tribes  in  their  reach,  and,  by 
I  reckless  courage  and  formidable  numbers,  com- 
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manded  the  respect  and  awe  of  most  of  the  power-  | 
ful  tribes  from  tlie  ?vlississipf)i  to  the  Atiantic.  Such 
was  the  state  of  things  when  Samuel  Champlain 
came  up  the  beautiful  lake  that  bears  his  name, 
only  about  two  months  before  the  Mohawks  so  lov-  i 
ingly   welcomed    Hudson.      At   this   time  the 
Iroquois  were  waging  relentless  war   with  the 
Hurons  and  Adirondacks.     Entering  into  an  al-  I 
Hance  with  these  Canada  tribes,   Champlain  fur-  j 
nished  them  with  fire-arms  and  taught  their  use.  I 
The  astonished  Iroquois  found  themst-lves  defeated 
in  almost  every  encounter.    They  were  humbled. 
Smarting  under  disgraceful  defeat,  they  hailed  the 
advent  of  the  Dutch  with  delight,  as  a  new  people  i 
coming  among  them  with  the  terrible  enginery  of  \ 
powder  and  guns,  as  against  the  arrow  and  the 
tomahawk.    They  cultivated  their  friendship,  and 
aided  their  enterprises  with  alacrity.     Such  were 
the  circumstances  that,  led  to  that  treaty  on  the 
banks  of  the  Normans  Kill,  which,  as  tradition  has 
it,  was  early  made  between  the  Dutch  and  the  Iro- 
quois.    By  this  treaty,  the  Dutch  secured  for  them- 
selves tlie  quiet  possession  of  the  coveted  Indian 
trade,  and  the  Six  Nations  obtained  the  means  to 
assert  that  ascendancy  which  they  long  after  main- 
tained over  neighboring  tribes,  inspiring  terror,  far  I 
and  near,  among  the  other  savages  of  North  Amer-  j 
ica. 

Delighted  with  their  improved  weapons  of  death,  | 
the  Iroquois  put  them  in  immediate  use.    Thfey  j 
had  at  least  3,000  warriors  ;  they  were  free  men  j 
and  united  ;  they  were  at  home  in  their  well-trod- 
den  warpaths,  hunting  grounds  and  wilderness 
fastnesses.    Champlain  was  compelled  to  retreat  ! 
from  his  invasions  into  the  Mohawk  territory.   The  \ 
Hurons  were  pursued  without  mercy,  and  entirelv  i 
dispersed  ;  the  Eries  were  extirpated,   leaving  as 
their  monument  their  name  only  upon  the  beauti- 
ful lake  on  the  shores  of  which  they  dwelt  ;  and 
the  more  formidable  .Vndaslcs  were  blotted  from  ! 
existence.     New  France,  with  its  allies,  for  many 
years  suffered  from  their  menaces,  incursions  and  | 
sanguinary  conflicts.    Even  Quebec,  its  leading  [ 
city,  was  threatened  with  devastation.  j 

The  policy  f  allowed  by  the  early  Dutch  traders  | 
of  Albany  was  well  adapted  to  attach  the  Indians  j 
to  them.  It  appealed  to  their  self-interests.  It  ! 
aided  them  in  their  favorite  pursuits  of  lumling  and  j 
war.  It  gratified  their  love  of  trinkets  and  orna-  j 
ments  ;  it  gave  them  strong  water  to  drink, 
powder  and  guns,  knives  and  hatchets.  It  re-  ! 
strained  none  of  their  vices  or  habits  of  cruelty  1 
when  they  did  not  interfere  with  the  profits  of  I 
trade.    The  English  successors  of  the  Dutch  con-  I 


tinued  their  policy.  The  unprovoked  attack  of 
Champlain  upon  the  Iroquois  in  1609  engendered 
intense  hatred  towards  Canada  and  the  whole 
French  race  and  its  allies  for  long  years.  No  op- 
portunit)'  for  revenge  was  neglected.  In  the  con- 
tests for  territory  that  followed,  with  slight  inter- 
ruptions, until  the  fall  of  Quebec  in  1759,  ^^^^^ 
surrender  of  the  North  American  possessions  of 
the  French  to  the  English,  the  Six  Nations  were, 
with  few  exceptions,  faithful  friends  to  the  English 
colonies,  shielding  them  on  many  occasions  from 
hosnle  attacks,  and  aiding  them  in  the  hour  of 

Whatever,  then,  rt'lt-t^'^^Si^Sfi'jry  is  perti- 
nent to  the  history  of  Albany  County. 

During  all  this  period — extending  over  150 
years,  until  the  Revolution — the  Mohawks  gener- 
al! v  continued  the  friends  of  Albany,  remembering 
the  belt  of  peace,  the  token  of  eternal  union, 
given  and  received  on  the  banks  of  that  romantic 
stream.  As  the  oldest,  bravest  and  most  powerful 
of  the  confederate  tribes,  they  shaped  their  general 
policy  and  conduct.  ?*Iost  warlike,  rapacious, 
treacherous  and  cruel,  they  were,  it  must  be  seen, 
kept  on  terms  of  peace  and  friendship  only  from 
motives  of  fear,  want,  self-preservation  and  vanity. 

They  were  a  protection  against  the  warlike  tribes^ 
on  the  north,  east  and  south,  because  all  stood  in 
fear  of  them.  To  them  these  tribes  were  in  sub- 
jection ;  to  them  they  paid  tribute  as  a  token  of 
servitude. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Mohawks  of  Caughna- 
waga  were  seduced  by  the  French  about  the  year 
1 67 1,  and  removed  to  Canada.  It  was  these  In- 
dians who  visited  Schenectady  with  the  French, 
Februarv  S,  1690,  desolated  the  village  in  the 
night  by  fire,  and  murdered  and  carried  captive  its 
peaceful  inhabitants.  This  event  deeply  stirred 
the  people  of  Albany,  and  taught  them  more  fully 
how  little  reliance  they  could  place  upon  the.se 
.savages,  uncontrolled  by  self-interest,  unrestrained 
by  fear.  Nothing  but  a  belief  that  the  city  was  well 
protected  and  prepared  against  them  prevented 
these  vandals  from  making  a  like  attack  upon  Al- 
bany. Indeed,  it  is  believed  that  the  expedition 
was  planned  in  Canada  and  undertaken  against 
Albany.  But  the  severe  ci.)ld.  deep  snows,  long 
march  and  hunger,  led  them  to  change  their  plan 
and  fall  upon  the  ncnrer  and  weaker  town  of 
Schenectady. 

P'xcept  these  few.  then,  who  were  led  by  the 
French  Jesuits  to  remove  to  Canada  and  join  the 
interests  of  the  French,  the  Iroquois  were  true  to 
the  Dutch  ;  and,  after  the  government  passed  into 
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the  hands  of  the  English,  they  adhered  to  the 
"  Corlcar  "  or  British  interests  against  the  ' '  Yonon- 
dio"or  French  nation.  They  continued  to  do  all 
in  their  power  against  the  C  anadian  Indians  and 
the  Canadian  towns  until  the  fall  of  Quebec  bnnight 
them  in  subjection  to  Great  Britain.  Thus  thcv 
proved  serviceable  to  the  colonies  u])  to  the  time 
of  the  American  Revolution.  During  this  dark 
and  painful  struggle  with  the  ^lother  Country 
many  of  them,  under  the  intluence  of  Sir  John 
Johnson,  Guy  Johnson,  Joseph  Brandt,  the  But- 
lers and  other  Tories,  became  a  terror  to  their  for- 
mer friends,  and  carried  fire,  devastation  and 
murder  into  many  new  settlements.  The  story  of 
Cherry  Valley  and  of  the  Valley  of  Wyoming  re- 
cords their  savage  cruelty  ;  and  many  homes  in 
the  ^^alley  of  the  Mohawk,  of  Schoharie,  of  the 
Delaware  and  the  Minnisink  witnessed  their  base 
treachery  and  pitiless  murtlers.  "  The  whole  con- 
federacy," says  De  Witt  Clinton,  "except  a  little 
more  than  half  the  Oneidas,  took  up  arms  against 
us.  They  hung  like  the  scythe  of  death  upon  the 
rear  of  our  settlements,  and  their  deeds  are  in- 
scribed with  the  scalping  knife  and  the  tomahawk, 
in  characters  of  blood,  on  the  fields  of  Wyoming 
and  Cherry  Valley,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  ?iIo- 
hawk. " 

The  Mohawks,  once  sustaining  the  most  inti- 
mate relations  with  the  Dutch  and  English  col- 
onial fur  traders,  were  the  most  active  and  cruel 
enemies  of  the  Americans  in  these  bloody  scenes. 
Thayendanega,  known  as  Col.  Joseph  Brant,  a 
IMohawk  chief,  educated  by  Sir  William  Johnson 
in  the  Lebanon  school,  under  the  wise  and  pious 
Wheelock,  was  their  leader.  They  were  obliged, 
at  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  to  leave  the  State 
and  take  refuge  in  Canada.  Most  of  the  Oneidas 
were  true  to  the  Colonies  through  the  influence  of 
that  wise  and  good  man,  Rev.  Samuel  Kirkland, 
who  came  among  them  from  Connecticut  as  a  mis- 
sionary, in  1769.  He  was  aided  by  the  chief 
Shenandoa,  who  was  greatly  attached  to  hitn. 
Some  of  the  Tuscaroras  also  took  sides  with  the 
Colonies.  The  fragments  of  the  great  confederation 
that  remain  arc  entirel\-  changed  in  character  and 
habits.  They  have  lo^i  their  ancient  power  and 
their  prestige. 

These  New  York  Indians,  who  were  led  b\  'IV)r\- 
gifts,  promises  and  lying  statements,  to  take  sides 
against  the  colonists  in  favor  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  gained  no  advantage.  They  lost  most  of 
their  best  warriors  and  their  lands,  and  have  since 
been  poor  outcasts.  This  they  saw  at  the  ckise  of 
the  war,  and  expressed  deep  regrets  at  tlieir  folly. 


j  Brant  died  on  the  west  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  in 
\   1807,  expressing  regrets  at  many  of  his  deeds  (/ 
cruelty,  and  endeavoring  to  persuade  the  historian 
to  remember  that  he  was  flir  better  than  his  Tory 
I  and  British  associates.      Shenandoa  tlied  in  the 
i  Christian  faith  in  18 16,  at  the  age  of  1 10,  and  was 
buried  by  the  side  of  his  belovetl  Kirkland,  that  he 
I  might  '"go  up  with  him  at   the  resurrection.'' 
I   Red  Jacket,  Corn  Planter,  Farmer's  Brother,  Half 
I  Town  and  Big  Tree,  after  the  Revolution,  were 
!  true  and  faithful  allies  to  the  United  States.  Their 
j  conduct  inspired  respect,  and  brought  much  sym- 
I   paihy  and  favor  towards  their  nation,  the  Senecas. 
I      The  aggregate  number  of  the  Iro(}uois  confed- 
I  eracv  at  the  time  when  the  Hollanders  first  began 
;  trade  on  die  Hudson  is  estimated  at  about  40,000. 
Of  their  descendants  probably  not  more  than 
5,000  remain.    A  ver\'  small  remnant,  weak,  de- 
pendent and  peaceable,  remain  in  this  State.  In 
the  State  Census  of  1875,  only  one  was  found  in 
Albany  County,  and  none  in  Rensselaer,  Saratoga, 
i  Schenectadv,  ^lontgomery  and  Schoharie. 
I      It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  County  of  Albany 
[  was  exempt  from  depredations  by  Tories  and  In- 
i  dians  during  the  entire  War  of  the  Revolution, 
1  while  all  around,  in  the  old  Tryon  and  Schoharie 
Counties,  the  settlers  were  kept  in  almost  constant- 
!  fear  of  sudden  invasion  and  carnage.    The  onlv 
exception  occurred  in  the  present  town  of  Berne, 
I  near  Schoharie  County,  where  the  Dietz  family  of 
i  eight  persons  were  murdered  or  taken  captives  bv 
j  the  Indians.    This  was  done,  it  is  presumed,  bv  a 
I  misunderstanding,  or  from  private  revenge. 
I      This  deliverance  is  generally  attributed  to  the  fact 
j  that  the  county  abounded  in  Tories,  who  had  here 
!  their   rendezvous   in   caves   and  out-of-the-wa\- 
I  houses,  and  were  in  constant  communication  with 
I  the  Tory  leaders  of  these  savage  bandits.     Bv  the 
j  aid  they  rendered  them,  good  will  and  jjersonal 
j  safety  were  secured.    Along  and  near  the  vallevs 
I  of  the  Mohawk  and  .Schoharie  were  twenty-four 
forts  environing  the  county.     These  were  onlv  a 
partial  defense.    The  City  of  Alban\-  was  well  pro- 
tected by  forts  and  arms. 

INDL\N  LANDS. 

i  As  the  only  object  of  those  who  first  came  to 
I  this  region,  as  is  well  known,  was  trade  with  the 
J  Indians,  no  land  was  called  for  except  what  was 
\  needed  for  tradin.g  posts.  W'e  have  no  mention  of 
an\-  purchases  of  territory  here  before  the  initiatory 
stei)>  to  the  settlement  of  Rensselaerwyck  were 
,  taken.  Before  thi.s  the  natives  attached  no  value  to 
1  land,  if  so  be  that  their  own  pursuits  w  ere  not  im- 
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peded.  We  take  it  that  they  were  delighted  to  sec 
the  trader's  calkin,  his  tradioLr  hi)Use  and  his  riuie 
fort,  and  never  thought  of  invasion  uf  their  own 
rights  so  long  as  trade  \vas  free  and  profitable — so 
long  as  they  could  iil)tain  eh)thing,  rum,  guns  and 
trinkets  in  return  for  corn  and  beans,  venison 
and  beaver.  The  forts  on  Castle  Island,  on  the 
Tasawantha  and  Fort  Orange  were,  we  think, 
erected  without  formal  consent  and  held  by  peace- 
able p)Ossession.  They  were  obtained  by  good 
will,  good  hopes  and  politic  presents.  Theser\  ants 
of  the  Netherland  companies  came  on  hire,  not  to 
stay — came  only  as  agents  of  adventurers,  ami  had 
no  need  to  own  land.  The\'  were  temporary  squat- 
ters. Their  shelters  were  traders"  tents  and  hunters' 
camps. 

Thus  it  was,  ])robably,  until  about  1630.  When 
the  charter  of  privileges  and  exemptions  was  made 
in  1629,  for  the  encouragement  of  colonization  in 
New  Netherlands,  by  making  conditional  grants  to 
patroons  who  would  take  certain  lands  and  occupv 
them  with  settlers,  Kilian  Van  Rens.■^elaer  pur- 
chased the  titles  of  the  Indians  as  his  potent  and 
wise  policy  dictated.  The  territory  selected  bv 
him  occupied  twenty-four  miles  on  each  side 
of  the  Hudson  River,  and  extendeil  twenty-four 
miles  \i\>  and  down  the  river,  including  all  of  Albanv 
County  and  most  of  Rensselaer  and  a  part  of 
Colunil)ia  County,  as  they  now  exist.  This  grant 
was  understood  by  the  patroon  to  include  also  Fort 
Orange  and  Reverwyck,  and  so  it  was  subse- 
quently decided  by  the  English  Crown.  This 
claim  was  given  up  by  tlie  patroon  before  Albanv 
was  chartered  as  a  city  in  1686.  .Ml  other  land 
titles  in  this  county,  it  is  believed,  are  derived 
from  the  manorial  rights  thus  purchased  from 
the  agents  of  Kilian  Van  Rensselaer.  ]^v  the 
terms  of  this  grant  tliey  e.xtinguished  all  Indian 
claims. 

TFIE   INDIAN    IN   EDUCATION  AND 
CHRISTIAN  IT  V. 

As  early  as  1642,  a  P'rench  Je>uii  visited  the 
]Mohawk  settlements  with  the  [lious  doii^n  of 
introducing  the  Christian  religion,  and  the  patri- 
otic purpose  of  bringing  over  the  .'Mohawks  to  the 
interests  of  the  French.  Several  other  of  these 
persevering  missionaries  follfiwcd  this  pioneer  dur- 
ing the  succeeding  40  years,  and  labored  with  a 
f<rir  measure  of  success,  amid  great  hardships.  As 
previously  stated,  in  1671  a  large  nu  nl)er  left  I'le 
Caughnawaga  Castle  and  removed  to  Canada,  where 
their  descendants  may  be  fouml  to  this  dav  in  an 
Indian  village  a  little  aijove  Montreal.     Thev  .'.till 


I  speak  the  Mohawk  dialect,  and  have  devotional 
'  books  printed  in  that  language. 
I      French  missionaries  were  found  among  all  the 
[  Indian  tribes  at  an  early  date  after  the  discovery  of 
Canada,  manv  of  them  talented,  learned,  devoted 
and  pious.    They  endured  much  from  destitution. 
I  wearving  toil  and  even  suffered  death,  while  en- 
i  deavoring  to  convert  these  savages  to  the  religion 
j  of  Jesus.    These  were  in  a  condition  of  heathen- 
1  ism,  and  capable  of  inflicting  pitiless  revenge  and 
I  barbaric    cruelty  upon    their    prisi_)ners.  I\Iany 
'  were  reckoned  as  converted  and  received  baptism, 
j  Rut  few  learned  to  forgive  their  enemies  or  to 
leave  off,  fur  a  long  time,  the  vices  and  habits  of 
their  usual  lives  of  degradation  and  wickedness, 
i  Vet.  it  is  believed  that  some  did,  indeed,  receive 
j  the  benignant   influences  of  the  lessons  of  the 
!  Saviour  of  Men  into  their  hearts,  and  lived  better 
j  lives. 

j      The  Dutch  and  English  clergy,  also,  endeavored 
I  to  teach  Christianity  to  the  Indians,  but  their  suc- 
I  cess  was  no  better  than  that  of  the  Catholics,  unless 
it  was  preceded  by  civilization,  education  and  good 
examples.     Unfortunately,  but  little  was  thought 
of  making  the  Indian  a  better  man  by  most  of  the 
;  mercantile  men  of  colonial  days.    To  make  him 
I  serviceable  in  trade  and  in  war  seems  to  have  been 
'  the  leading  policy  of  the  Eurojiean  colonists  of 
1  every  nation  and  religion. 

j      Says  Peter  Kalm,  in  1749,  speaking  of  Indian 
I  conferences  at  Alliany  :     ".'Sometimes  their  delib- 
;  erations  turn  upon  their  conversion  to  the  Christian 
religion.  "    Then  he  goes  on  to  tell— -as  an  indi- 
cation of  the  Indian  feeling  at   that    time — that 
1  (iov.  Hunter,  on  one  of  these  occasions,  after  he 
i  had  presented  the  Indians  with  many  clothes  and 
\  other  gift-  in  the  name  of  Queen  .\nne,  told  them 
I  that  their  good  mother,  the  Queen,  had  not  only 
generously  provided  them  with  clothes  for  their 
bodies,  but  likewise  intended  to  adorn  their  souls 
by  sending  them  good  ministers  to  teach  them  the 
]  gospel.   Upon  this  announcement  one  of  the  oldest 
I  sachems  arose  and  replied  that,  in  the  name  of  all 
'  the  Indians,  he  thanked  their  gracious  mother,  the 
Queen,  for  the  fine  clothes  she  had  sent  them,  but 
as  to  the  ministers,  they  had  already  had  some  of 
!  them,  who,  instead  of  preaching  the  holy  gospel 
to  them  liad  taught  them  to  get  drunk,  to  cheat 
I  and  to  quarrel.    He  then  entreated  the  (Governor 
to  take  from  them  these  preachers  and  some  other 
'  Europeans  who  dwelt  near  them  :  for  before  thcv 
came  among  them  the  Indians  had  been  honest, 
I  sober  and  innocent  ;  but  now  most  of  them  had 
I  become  rogues.    If  he  \\ouI(l  ilo  thorn  any  favor, 
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he  woukl  ask.  him  to  send  two  or  three  blacksmiths 
among  them  to  teach  tlicni  how  to  work  iron. 

As  further  ilhistrating  the  estimation  which  many 
of  the  leading  Indians  placed  u[)on  the  kind  ofChris- 
tianit}'  wliich  w  as  manifested  in  the  conduct  of  the 
early  settlers  and  teachers  of  this  vicinity,  we  give 
the  following  as  told  by  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin. 
Canassatego  was  an  Onondaga  chief,  living  about 
1740:  ''Conrad  Weiser,  our  interpreter,  had 
been  naturalized  among  the  Six  Nations,  and 
spoke  well  the  Mohawk  language.  In  going 
through  the  Indian  country  to  carry  a  message 
from  our  Governor  to  the  council  at  Onondaga,  he 
called  at  the  habitation  of  Canassatego,  an  old 
acquaintance,  who  embraced  him,  spread  furs  for 
him  to  sit  on.  placed  before  him  some  boiled  beans 
and  venison,  and  mixed  some  rum  and  water  for 
his  drink.  When  he  was  well  refreshed  and  had 
lit  his  pipe,  Canassatego  began  to  converse  with 
him  ;  asked  how  he  had  fared  the  many  years 
si;ic:£  they  had  seen  each  other ;  whence  he  then 
came,  what  occasioned  the  journey,  &c.  Conrad 
answered  all  his  questions.  The  Indian,  to  con- 
tinue, saitl  :  ■  Conratl,  you  have  lived  long 
among  the  white  i)eoj)le  and  know  something  of 
their  customs.  I  have  been  sometimes  at  Albanv, 
and  have  observed  that  once  in  seven  days  they 
shut  up  their  shops  and  assemble  in  the  great 
house.  Tell  me  what  that  is  for.'  What  do  thev 
do  there.?'  -They  meet  there,' said  Conrad,  'to 
hear  and  learn  good  things.'  'I  do  not  doubt,' 
said  the  Indian,  '  that  they  tell  you  so.  They  have 
told  me  the  same  ;  but  I  doubt  the  truth  of  what 
they  say  ;  and  I  will  tell  you  my  reasons.  I  went 
lately  to  Albany  to  sell  my  skins  and  buy  blankets, 
knives,  powder,  rum,  Ac.  You  know  I  used  gen- 
erall)-  to  deal  with  Hans  Hanson,  but  I  was  a  little 
inclined  this  time  to  try  some  other  merchants. 
However,  I  called  first  upon  Hans,  and  asked  him 
what  he  would  give  for  beaver.  He  said  he  could 
not  give  more  than  four  shillings  a  pound  ;  "but." 
says  he,  "I  cannot  talk  on  business  now.  This  is 
the  day  when  we  meet  together  to  learn  good 
things,  and  I  am  going  to  the  meeting.  "  So  I 
thought  to  myself,  since  I  cannot  do  any  business 
to-day,  I  may  as  well  go  to  the  meeting  too,  and  I 
went  with  him.  There  stood  up  a  man  in  black, 
and  began  to  talk  to  the  people  very  angrily.  I 
did  not  understand  what  he  said,  but,  perceiving 
that  he  looked  much  at  me  and  at  Hanson,  I 
imagined  he  was  angrj-  at  seeing  me  .here.  So  I 
went  out,  .sat  down  near  the  house,  struck  fire  and 
lit  my  pipe,  waiting  until  the  meeting  should  break 
up.    I  thought,  too,  that  the  man  had  mentioned 


I  somediing  of  beaver,  and  suspected  it  might  be 
i  the  subject  of  their  meeting.  So  when  they  came 
I  out  I  accosted  my  merchant.  "Well,  Hans,'  sa}s 
1  I,  "I  hojie  you  have  agreed  to  give  more  than  four 
!  shillings  a  pound."  "  No,"  says  he,  "I  cannot  give 
I  so  much.  I  cannot  give  more  than  three  shillings 
•  and  sixpence. "  I  then  spoke  to  several  other 
I  dealers,  but  they  all  sung  the  same  song — three  and 
i  sixpence,  three  and  sixpence.  This  made  it  clear 
'  to  me  that  my  suspicion  v.as  right,  anil  whatever 
i  they  pretended  of  meeting  to  learn  good  things, 
!  the  purpose  was  to  cheat  Indians  in  the  price  of 
j  beaver.  Consider  a  little,  Conrad,  and  you  must 
'  be  of  my  opinion.  If  they  met  so  often  to  learn 
I  good  things,  they  certainly  would  have  learned 
I  some  before  this  time.    ]!ut  they  are  still  ignorant. 

You  know  our  practice.  If  a  white  man,  in  travel- 
:  ing  through  our  country,  enters  one  of  our  cabins, 

we  all  treat  him  as  I  do  you.  We  dry  him  if  he  is 
;  wet,  we  warm  him  if  he  is  cold,  and  give  him  meat 
;  and  drink  that  we  may  allay  his  thirst  and  hunger. 
I  and  we  spread  soft  furs  that  he  may  rest  and  sleej) 
'  on.  We  demand  nothing  in  return.  But  if  I  go 
j  into  a  white  man's  house  at  Albany,  and  ask  for 
I  victuals  and  drink,  they  say,  "Get  out,  you  Indian 

dog."  You  see  they  have  not  learned  those  little 
I  good  things  that  we  need  no  meetings  to  be 
1  instructed  in,  because  our  mothers  taught  them  to 
{  us'  when  we  were  children.  And  therefore  it  is 
i  impossible  that  their  meetings  should  be,  as  the}' 
i  say,  for  any  such  purpose,  or  have  any  such  effect, 
i  They  are  only  to  contrive  the  cheating  of  Indians 
j  in  the  price  of  beaver.'  " 

I      ]\Iegapolensis,  the  first  Dutch  minister  in  Al- 
j  bany,  speaks  of  the  Mdhawks  as  "■  entire  strangers 
I  to  all  religion."     "  Wliun  we  pray,"  he  writes, 
I  "they  la'igh  at  us.    When  we  have  a  sermon. 
'  sometimes  ten  or  twelve  of  them,  more  or  less, 
!  will  attend,  each  having  a  long  tobacco  pipe,  made 
!  by  himself,  in  his  mouth,  and  will  stand  awhile  and 
look,  and  afterwards  ask  me  what  I  was  doing  and 
svhat  I  wanted,   that  I  stood  there  and  made  so 
many  words,  while  none  of  the  rest  might  speak. 
I  tell  them  that  I  admonish  the  Christians  that 
they   must   not   steal,    nor    commit  lewdness, 
nor   get   drunk,  nor  commit  murder,  and  that 
they,  too,  ought  not  to  do  these  things,  and  that 
I    intend,    in    process    of  time,    to    i)rcach  the 
same  to  them,   and  to  come   to  them  in  their 
own  country  and  castles  when  I  am  acquainted 
'  with  their  language.    They  say  I  do  well  to  teach 
the  Christian.s.  but  immediately  add  :  '  Dui/iyinon 
;  Jinc/y  Asxj'reo/ii /itrgioii  isiP' — f. ,  '  Why  do  so  many 
I  Christians  do  the.se  things  .''  "    And  then  he  adds  : 
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"But  though  they  are  so  cruel,  and  Hve  without 
any  punishnieiU^  for  cvil-cioers,  yet  there  are  noi 
half  so  many  villainies  or  murders  cunnniiteil 
amongst  them  as  amongst  Christians." 

There  was,  at  different  times,  much  etTort  made 
to  convert  the  Indians  to  Chrisiianiiy  by  French, 
Dutch  and  Knglish.  It  was  done  by  Government 
approval,  and  with  aid  from  corporate  companies 
and  Lulian  agents,  as  a  matter  of  policy.  Often 
the  missionaries  were  men  of  talent,  [jiely  and  wis- 
dom, and  quite  as  often  the\'  were  wanting  in  these 
gifts.  Sometimes  they  were  unprincipled,  dishon- 
est and  self-seeking.  Sometimes  the  best  efforts  of 
the  wise  and  g'ood  were  hindered  by  the  conduct 
of  so-called  Christian  traders,  Gosernors  and  mili- 
tary men.  Wild  war  and  greedy  traffic  are  not 
means  of  grace.  Schoolcraft  well  says:  "The 
pernicious  examples  of  the  whites  in  the  Indian 
trade,  their  injustice,  treachery,  licentiousness  and 
greed  created  a  deep  disgust  toward  the  European 
race  in  the  minds  of  the  Indians." 

In  and  near  Albany  Ccumty,  Reformed  Dutch, 
Episcopalians,  Presbyterians  and  Lutherans  all  did 
missionary  work  among  the  Six  Nations  during  the 
colonial  period.  The  Mohawks,  being  nearest  the 
white  settlements,  received  special  attention.  De- 
nominational jealousies  often  appeared.  There 
were  few  missionaries  of  so  devoted  and  exalted 
character  as  was  that  of  Samuel  Kirkland.  Hence 
few  had  such  faithful  disciples  as  Shenandoa.  Few- 
understood  as  did  the  New  England  John  Eliot, 
the  translator  of  the  Indian  Bible,  and  Eleazer 
Wheelock,  the  founder  of  the  Indian  Charity 
School  of  Dartmouth  College,  the  power  of  early 
practical  education  and  pure  Christian  example  as 
foundations  of  a  lasting  Christian  civilization. 
Hence  there  were  few  "praying  Indians, "and  no 
Sampson  Occum  among  the  Six  Nadons  who 
brought  their  trade  to  Albany  and  killed  their  ene- 
mies. While  the  Colonial  Government  spoke  fa- 
vorably of  efforts  to  Christianize  the  Six  Nations, 
they  did  nothing  beyond  paying  a  small  stipemi  to 
the  clergymen  of  Albany  to  attend  to  the  wants  of 
such  as  might  come  to  them.  Dominie  Dellius 
baj.itized  many,  but  his  scandalous  conduct  in  the 
matter  r>f  Indian  lands  showed  how  false  he  was  to 
his  'own  teachings.  Dominies  Lydius  and  Van 
Driessen  tried  to  convert  some.  Rev.  Messrs. 
Barclay,  Freeman,  Andrews  and  others  labored 
amid  great  discouragements,  testifying  that  the  con- 
duct of  those  who  pnjfessed  to  have  received  Chris- 
tianity was  so  evil  that  they  could  scarce  be  re[)uted 
Christians.  Sir  William  Johnson  was  friendly  to  the 
missionaries  as  far  as  they  contributed  to  his  advan- 


■  tage  ;  but  his  own  shocking  licentiousness  was  too 
well  known  to  give  him  an\'  inlluence  in  favor  of 
:  temperance,  jnirity,  or  any  other  form  of  practical 
I  gcniliness.    The  Society  for  Promoting  the  Gospel 
in  Foreign  Parts,  managed  by  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, made  attempts  to  convert  the  savages.  Put 
little  real  good  was  accomplished  by  the  best  (jf 
men.  who  understood  but  little  of  the  language 
and  character  of  the  Indian,  and  considered  too 
little  the  inlluence  that  their  own  habits  and  those 
of  their  "Christian"  neighbors  had  upon  them. 
Yor  they  counted  all  the  whites  as  Christians,  and 
j  judged  of  the  Christian  religion  b_\-  their  conduct. 
I      The  following  anecdote  from  O'Callaghan  well 
i  illustrates  the  usual  results  of  missionary  efibrts  in 
;  those  days:     "'A  clergyman  had  succeeded  m 
!  teaching  one  young  savage  the  j)rayers  so  that  he 
I  could  repeat  the  responses  in  the  churcli.  and  also 
I  to  lead  and  write  well.     He  was  then  furnished 
I  with  a  Bible  and  sent  to  evangelize  the  heathen, 
i  But  he  pawned  the  book  for  brandy,  became  a 
!  thon.iugh  beast,  and  did  more  harm  than  good." 
!      Rev.   Mr.   Barclay,   an  Episcopal  missionary, 
j  giving  up  his  work  in  1710.  writes  to  the  society  in 
luigland  that  emjjioyed  him  :    "I  am  afraid  the 
missionaries  that  are  coming  over  will  tind  hard 
work  of  it,  and  if  the  commander  of  that  fort  (in 
\  Albany)  be  not  a  ])erson  of  singular  piet_\'  and  vir- 
tue, all  their  endeavors  will  be  ineffectual.  These 
here  that  trade  with  them  are  loath  that  any  re- 
ligion get  any  footing  among  them.     Besides,  these 
1  savages  are  so  given  to  drinking  that  nasty  licjuor, 
!  rum,  that  they  are  lost  to  all  that  is  good." 
j      But  little  was  attempted  by  the  early  colonists  of 
j  the  Hudson  and  Mohawk  toward  educating  the 
;  Indian  children. 

j  It  is  well  known  that  Rev.  P'.leazer  Wheelock, 
j  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  had  a  school 
I  for  the  education  of  Indian  youth  in  Lebanon,  Conn, 
j  His  benevolent  design  was  to  take  the  young  Indian 
!  away  from  the  surroundings  of  his  tribe  and  inter- 
I  est  him  in  learning  and  Chri>tian't_\',  and  train  h'm 
j  to  become  a  teacher  and  preacher  tc')  his  own  peo- 
I  pie.  Sir  William  Johnson,  aniong  other  leading 
i  men,  favored  his  plan  and  sent  him  pupils,  amon.g 
j  whom  was  the  celebrated  Joseph  Brant.  Of  these 
;  pupils  Dr.  Wheelock  writes  in  1763  :  '"  Joseph 

and  the  rest  of  the  boys  from  your  quarter  are  well, 
i  and  make  good  progress  in  learning.  Josc{)h  is, 
j  indeed,  an  excellent  youth.      He  has  endeared 

himself  to  me  as  well  as  to  his  master  and  to 
I  everybody  else  by  his  good  behavior." 
I      This  school  was  removed  to  Hanover,  N.  H,, 
'  in  1769,  and  made  a  part  of  the  working  plan  of 
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WSTORF  OF  THE  COUXTV  OF  ALBANY. 


Dartnunith  College — ''vox  clainaiuis  in  d^■sc-rt() '' 
— a  leading  idea  of  ihe  good  (ir;it  Prebiilent  being 
to  educate  In<lian  boys  U)ere,  and  nuich  of  this 
work  lias  been  d(_)ne  in  this  insiiuui'jn. 

In  1762,  Sir  William  Johnson  writes  to  Mr. 
Wheclock  ;  •■  I  agree  with  you  in  the  opinion  that 
the  Indian  children  will  not  inijiroNe  in  their 
studies  near  so  much  from  the  method  proposeii  of 
erecting  schools  in  their  nations  as  the_\"  woidd  do 
according  to  }  our  plan  of  education,  whereby  the}' 
are  kept  out  cjf  tlie  way  of  an(.l  uninlluenced  b)' 
bad  example. " 

For  some  years,  near  the  close  of  the  French 
war  in  1763,  it  was  proposed  to  cliange  the  loca- 
tion of  this  school  frcmi  Lebanon  to  some  place 
nearer  the  Indian  population,  where  tliere  were 
more  lands  and  less  people.  Several  places  in 
this  State  were  considered.  Among  other  loca- 
tions the  City  of  Alban\'  was  considered.  A  free 
correspondence  was  held  with  the  i\Ia}'or  frc)m 
1766  to  1768  in  regard  to  the  school.  The  corpo- 
ration had  otlered  to  give  ^^2,300  to  Dr.  Wheel- 
ock,  on  condition  that  he  would  remove  his  insti- 
tution from  Lebanon  to  Albany.  Volkert  P.  Douw 
was  Mayor  and  favored  the  movement. 

Other  attempts  were  made,  by  good  men,  to 
teach  the  Indians  to  read  and  write,  and  other 
lessons  C)f  science  and  civilization,  at  sundry  tinies 
and  in  sundry  places  ;  but  these  attempts  had  little 
success,  and  were  of  brief  duration.  Nothing  was 
done  that  accomplished  results  so  good,  so  broad 
and  so  lasting  as  what  was  done  by  Eleazer 
Wheelock.  We  let  him  tell  his  own  story  ;  "Among 
those  whom  I  have  educated  there  have  been  near 
forty  who  were  good  readers  and  writers,  and  were 
instructed  in  the  principles  of  tlie  Christian  religion 
as  their  age  and  time  wcnild  admit,  and  were  suf- 
ficient masters  of  English  grammar,  arithmetic, 
and  a  number  considerably  advanced  in  Greek  and 
Latin,  and  one  of  them  carried  through  college 
and  was  a  gocjd  scholar,  and  others  earned  through 
a  course  of  learning  w  ith  not  less  expense  for  each 
of  them  than  would  have  been  necessary  to  have 
supported  an  English  }outh  through  a  course  of 
collegiate  studies,  and  they  have  generally  behaved 
well  while  they  were  with  me,  and  left  my  school 
with  fair  and  unblem'shed  characters,  and  under 
the  influence  of  every  motive  I  could  set  before 
them  to  a  good  imj)ro\emcnt  eif  the  tlistinguishing 
talents  which  God  had  committed  to  them,  and 
many  of  them  have  gone  immediately  from  my 
school  with  good  and  reputable  business,  and  such 
business  as  they  were  etjual  to,  and  generally  to 
serve  as  .schoolmasters,  but  some  as  interpreters, 


I  &c. ,  and  nothing  has  prevented  their  being  em- 
I  ployed  usefully  and  reputably  in  various  capacities 
i  until  this  day  but  the  want  of  fortitude  to  resist  the 
1  ])ON\er  of  those  fashionable  vices  which  were  ram- 
j  pant  among  all  tlieir  tribes.    *    *    *    Qf  all  the 
I  number  before  mentioned  I  don't  hear  of  more 
i  than  half  who  have  preserved  their  characters  un- 
i  stained,  either  by  a  course  of  intemperance  or  un- 
i  cleanness,  or  both,  and  some  who,  on  account  of 
I  their  parts  and  learning,  bid  the  fairest  for  useful- 
j  ness,  are  sunk  down  into  as  knv,  savage  and  brut- 
j  ish  manner  of  living  as  they  were  in  before  any 
endeavors  were  used  with  them  tr)  raise  them  up  ; 
and  there  are  some  of  whom  I  did  and  do  still 
entertain  hope  that  they  were  really  the  subjects  of 
God's  grace  wlm  have  not  wholly  kept  their  gar- 
ments unspotted  amongst  the  pots.     And  six  of 
j  these  who  did  preserve  a  good  character  are  now 
I  dead." — Wlicelock s  Xarraliio,  1771. 
I      As  a  specimen  of  the  language  spoken  by  the 
I  Six  Nations  that  once  frequented  Albany  County, 
i  we  give  the  Lord's  Prayer,  copied  from  "Smith's 
!  Hist.  New  York  ''  : 

So-ung-Mau-ne-ha   cau-ro-unk-yau-ga,  teh-see- 
ta-ro-au,    Sauk,  son-e-you-sta,   csa,  saw-an-e-you, 
j  o-ket-tauh-se-la,  eh-ne-au-wong,  na,  cau-rijnunk- 
j  yawga,  naugh-wou-shauga,  ne-at-te-weh-ne-sa-lau- 
I  ga,    taug-wau-nau-to-ro-na-an-tough-sick,  to-an- 
'  tang-we-lee-whe-you-staung,    che-nee-yeut,  cha- 
ciua-ta-leh-whe-you-staun-ne,     tough-sau.  taugh- 
j  wam-sa-re-neh,  ta-waut-ot-ten-au-gal-ough-toung- 
ga,   nas-aw-ne,  sa-che-au-tang-was  co-an-teh-sal- 
oh-aun-za-ick-au,  esa,  saw-au-ne-}ou,  esa,  sash- 
autz-ta,  esa,  soung-wa-soung,  chen-ne-auh-a-aug- 
wa,  au-wen. 

INDIAN  TREATIES,  TRADE  AND  OdIIER 
AFFAIR.S. 

!  Indian  affairs  were  from  the  very  first,  bv  com- 
j  mon  consent,  managed  by  the  citizens  of  Albany. 
I  They  wer ;  nearly  all  Indian  traders,  and  were  in 
constant  intercourse  with  them.  The  acquaintance 
thus  formed,  their  business  interests,  and  their 
frontier  situation,  fitted  them  for  the  duties  in- 
volved. 

j      There  was  only  one  bea\-er  dam,  so  far  as  we 
j  have  learned,  in  Alban}-  Countv,  and  th.U  in  the 
I  town  of  Berne  ;  at  least  there  is  no  trace  or  record 
j  of  any  other.      But  beaver  skins  and  other  furs  and 
peltry  were  brought  from  a  widely  extended  terri- 
tory— from  the  wliole  State  of  New  York  as  occu- 
I  pied  b\'  the  Irocpioi^,  flii"  a\\av  frnm  the  wilds  of 
Penns\  l\  ania  and  Ohio,  and  e\cn  from  the  Canada^, 
■and  from  New  Englantl,    The  unscrupulous  zeal 
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of  the  bosch-Ioopers  or  runners,  knew  no  bounds. 
They  invaded,  when  the}'  could  do  so  without  too 
much  risk,  the  territorial  rights  of  tlie  Frenclinian 
and  the  New  Englander,  regardless  of  anyiliing  but 
gain.  The  Indians  were  met  on  their  way  lo  the 
city  by  these  primiLi\e  drummers,  and  bargiiins 
were  made  in  advance  of  the  market.  Albany 
claimed  a  monoi)oly  in  the  fur  trade  as  against 
other  people  or  other  localities.  Their  claim  was 
confirmed  by  the  Dongan  Charter  of  1 686.  But 
squatters  all  about,  and  especially  the  early  settlers 
on  the  Mohawk  Hats,  caused  great  trouble  and 
grief  to  Albany  traders. 

Philip  I'icterse  Schuyler  came  from  Amsterdam, 
Holland,  and  settled  in  Eeverwyck  as  early  as 
1647.  He  was  a  trader  fir  above  the  average  in 
ability  and  character,  and  his  dealings  with  the 
Indians  v^-ere  fair  and  honorable.  They  became 
much  attached  to  him,  and  chiefs  often  visited  him 
at  his  farm-house,  four  miles  up  the  Hudson,  and 
he  had  a  house  built  especially  for  their  entertain- 
ment near  his  residence  in  Albany.  In  1665,  he 
attended  a  council  held  with  the  JNIohawks,  as 
delegate  from  Albany,  after  which  he  had  much  to 
do  with  the  frequent  negotiations  with  the  Five 
Nations.  He  assisted  in  inaugurating  what  became 
the  settled  policy  of  the  province — to  treat  the 
Indians  as  friends  and  allies.  His  son  Peter,  who 
continued  the  same  policy  after  his  father's  decease 
in  1683,  acquired  a  great  influence  over  these  pecu- 
liar people. 

Under  the  Dutch  Government,  the  Director- 
General  and  Council  of  New  Netherland  managed 
the  Indian  affairs.  As  the  relations  with  the 
tribes  became  more  complicated  and  varied  after 
the  English  conquest  in  1664,  it  became  nec- 
essary that  some  persons  residing  at  Albany 
should  be  appointed  to  receive  comnrunications  in 
regard  to  them,  and  to  treat  with  them  in  emer- 
gencies. The  Governor's  residence  at  New  York 
was  inconveniently  distant.  Hence,  the  origin  of 
the  Indian  De{)artment,  in  16S4.  The  magistrates 
of  the  City  of  Albany  were  first  ai)pointed.  In  1690, 
a  distinct  Board  was  constituted,  acting  under  the 
Governor  in  all  matters  of  this  department,  \sithiiut 
salary.  As  most  of  its  members  were  traders,  and 
had  tlie  handling  of  moneys  and  other  presents,  the 
ofiice  of  Indian  Commissioner  became  one  of  .great 
importance  and  profit.  Their  records  are  missing, 
and  arc  said  now  to  be  in  Canaila.  In  1755,  the 
English  CroN^n  assumed  control  of  Indian  alTairs, 
dividing  the  colonies  into  northern  and  snuthern 
departments,  and  api)ointing  Sir  William  Johnson 
as  northern  Superintendent,  who,  at  his  death  in 


1774,  was  succeeded  by  his  nephew,  Col.  Guy 
Johnson. 

"The  diplomacy,  statesmanship,  and  good  faith 
exiiibited  in  the  earliest  management  of  Indian 
afiairs  reflect  the  highest  credit  on  those  charged 
therewith,  and  laid  the  territorial  foundations  of  the 
C<.>mmonwealth  on  the  secure  basis  of  honorable 
treaties  honorably  kept.  The  inspiration  and  guid- 
ance in  these  relations  came  largely  f.'im  the  Schuy- 
lers,  underwhom  Sir  William  Johnson  was  trained."' 

The  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution  super- 
seded the  State  supervision,  which  now  has  to  do 
only  with  certain  lands  and  some  other  matters 
connected  with  the  reservations  in  the  State. 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

These  officers  were  once,  perhaps,  the  most  im- 
portant in  their  functions,  of  any  in  Albany  County 
and  the  territory  extending  a  great  distance  around 
it.  The  men  who  held  it  were  leading  men  of  the 
time,  and  their  names  should  here  be  recorded. 

16S4. 

Mayor  and  Magistrates  of  Albany. 

October  19,  1690. 
Joachim  Staats,  Peter  Bogardus, 

Johannis  Wendell,  Ryer  Jacobz  Schermerhorn. 

Johannis  Bleecker,  Mayor  of  Albany. 


Matthew  Shanky, 
George  Bradshaw, 


1691. 

Peter  Schuyler, 
John  Tuder, 
Dirck  Wessels. 


ACCCST  ID,  1696. 

Peter  Schuyler,  Evert  Bancker, 

Godfrey  Dellius,  Dirck  Wessels, 

Mayor,  or  the  Mayor  for  the  time  being. 

July,  169S. 

Mayor,  Recorder,  .A.lclermen  and  Commonalty. 
Dirck  Wessels,  Hendrick  House. 


1706. 


Peter  Schuyler, 
Capt.  W'ems, 
The  M.iyor, 
Johannis  Ahieel, 
Kiliaan  Van  Rensselaer, 


Myndert  Schuyler, 
Johannis  Cuyler, 
Evert  Bancker, 
Henry  Holland, 
Peter  Van  Brugh, 


Hendrick  Van  Rensselaer. 


ApKir. 
Kiliaan  Van  Rensselaer, 
Jolin  Abeel, 
Evert  P<ancker, 
Hendrick  Hansen, 


25,  1710. 
Johannis  Cuyler, 
John  Schuyler, 
Myndert  Schuyler, 
Peter  Van  Erugh, 


Johannis  Roscl)oom. 
1712. 

Peter  Schuyler,  Johannis  Schuyler,- 

Kiliaan  Van  Rensselaer,  flendrick  Hansen, 
Richard  Ingoldsby,  Myndert  Schuyler, 

Peter  \'an  Drugh. 
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July  23,  17 15. 
Peter  Scluiyler,  John  Schuyler, 

Kiliaan  Van  Rensselaer,         Myndert  Schuyler, 
Peter  Matthews,  Robert  Livingston,  Jr., 

Ilendrick  Hansen,  John  Cuyler, 

Peter  Van  llru>'h. 


November  12,  1720. 


Peter  Schuyler, 
Hendrick  Hansen, 
John  Cuyler, 
Peter  Van  Brugh, 
Evert  Bancker, 

Henry  Holland, 
Peter  Van  Brugh, 
John  Collins, 
John  Cuyler, 
Evert  Bancker, 

Capt.  Cornwell, 
Capt.  Norris, 
Philip  Livingston, 
Henry  Holland, 


Henry  Holland, 
Philip  Livingston, 
John  Collins, 
John  Wendell, 
John  Bleecker. 

1724. 

Philip  Livingston, 
Johannis  Wendell, 
Evert  Wendell, 
Hendrick  Van  Rensselaer, 
David  Van  Dyck. 

1726. 

John  Cuyler, 
Peter  Van  Brugh, 
Evert  Bancker, 
John  Collins, 


Henry  Rensselaer. 
September  13,  172S. 


Philip  Livingston, 
Myndert  Schuyler, 
Evert  Bancker, 
Rutgcr  Bleecker, 
Henry  Hcillaud, 
Stephanus  Groesbeck, 
Peter  Van  Brugh, 
Johannis  Cuyler, 
Abraham  Cuyler, 


Hermanus  Wendell, 
Johannis  Roseboom, 
Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer, 
Nicholas  Bleecker, 
Evert  Wendell, 
Philip  Schuyler, 
Ryer  Gerritse, 
Barent  Sanders, 
Johannis  Lansing, 


November  i,  1732. 
The  preceding  with  Henry  Van  Rensselaer, 

Johannis  Schuyler,  Dirck  Ten  Broeck. 


July 

Philip  Livingston, 
William  Dick, 
Myndert  Schuyler, 
Jolm  Schuyler, 
Hendrick  Van  Rensselaer, 
Rutger  Bleecker, 
Stephanus  Groesbeck, 
Philip  Schuyler, 
Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer, 
Edward  Holland, 


13.  1734- 
Nicholas  Bleecker, 
Ryer  Gerritse, 
Dirck  Ten  Broeck, 
Johannis  Lansing,  Jr., 
John  De  Peyster, 
Jacob  Glen, 
CorneUus  Cuyler, 
John  Schuyler,  Jr., 
Edward  Colhns, 
Abraham  Cuyler. 

173S. 

Edward  Clarke, 
Commandant  at  Albany, 
Meral)er3  of  Asseml.ijy  for  ^Mbany,  Rcn5selaer-\\  yck  and 
Schenectady, 
^^ayor,  Recorder  and  SiienlT  ot  Albany. 

December  5,  1739. 

Stei)hanu5  Groe>lieck, 
Rutger  Bleecker, 
Jolm  De  Peyster. 
John  Schuvlcr,  Jr., 
Jacob  Glen, 
Arent  Bradt, 


Philip  Livingston, 


The  Council, 
Commandant  at  Alljany, 
Mayor  and  Recorder  lU  AI 
bany, 

Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer, 
Peter  Winne, 


Edward  Collins, 
Myndert  Schuyler, 
John  Schuyler, 

Philip  Livingston, 
John  Rutheri'urd, 
Myndert  Schuyler, 
Abraham  Cuyler, 
Nicholas  J'lcecker, 
Johannis  Lansing,  Jr., 
Cornelius  Cuyler, 


Cornelius  Cuyler, 
Johannis  Landing,  Jr., 
Ilendrick  Ten  Lyck. 
1742. 

Mayor  Dirck  Ten  Broeck, 
Recorder  Hendrick  Ten  Eyck, 
Rutger  Bleecker, 
John  De  Peyster, 
Stephanus  Groesbeck, 
Ryer  Gerritse, 
Edward  Collins. 

I74S- 

The  preceding  with  Stephen  \"an  Rensselaer, 
1746. 

Commissary  for  Indian  Affairs,  William  Johnson. 
November,  1752. 
Commissioners,  The  Council.  Commandant  at  Albany, 
Members  of  Assembly  of  Alljany,  Rensselaeiwyck,  Sche- 
nectady and  LiN'ingston  Manor, 
Mayor  and  Recorder  of  .W-    Hendrick  Bleecker, 

bany,  John  Buchanan, 

Myndert  Schuyler,  Peter  Groenendyck, 

Cornelius  Cuyler,  Johannis  Landing,  Jr., 

Jacob  C.  Ten  Eyck. 
June  15,  1754. 
Mayor  and  Recorder  of  Al-    Cornelius  Cuyler, 

bany,  John  Buchanan, 

Commandant  at  Albany,        Jacob  C.  Ten  Eyck, 
Myndert  Schuyler,  John  Rens.-elaer, 

Peter  Winne,  Sole  Superintendent,  April  15,  17^5. 
Febru.\ry,  1756. 
William  Johnson,  Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  Bart. 

July,  1774. 
Guy  Johnson,  Volkcrt  P.  Douw, 

State  Commissioners,  Timothy  Edward, 

Philip  Schuyler,  Oliver  Wolcutt, 

James  Duane. 

It  has  not  been  our  purpjose  to  discuss  the 
Indian  specuhatively  in  regard  to  his  origin  :  nor 
in  regard  to  his  personal  appearance,  his  dress, 
food  and  habits,  his  manner  of  life,  or  his 
views  upon  government  and  religion.  \\"e  have 
confined  ourselves  to  his  relations  to  the  earlv 
settlers  of  Albany  County  and  vicinity,  and  their 
successors,  and  to  the  characteristics  developed  bv 
the  educational,  moral  and  religious  inlluences  to 
which  they  were  subjected  here  in  the  affairs  of 
peace  and  war.  \\'e  have  the  Indian  of  the  Si.\ 
Nations  only  before  us  as  he  was  in  our  local 
history;  as  he  mingled  with  our  people  as  a  fur- 
trader,  in  treaties  of  peace,  in  nur  ctnintv,  in  our 
wars,  in  our  records  of  treachery  and  carnage. 

More  will  be  said  of  Indian  treaties,  trade  and 
other  local  matters  in  the  hist.iry  of  Aibanv  City. 

K  AR  L  V  r>  I  sco\'  r:  r  \'-  xvm  r  .\  z  a  no. 

There  are  geographers  who  believe  that  Giovanni 
da  Verrazino.  a  Florentine  navigator,  commanding 
a  French  crew,  sailing  across  the  Atlantic,  and, 
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cruising  up  the  Eastern  coai-t  of  what  is  now  the 
United  States,  entered  the  Bay  of  New  York  in  the 
spring  of  1524.  After  a  brief  tarry,  he  made 
no  farther  sail  up  the  great  river,  no  farther  exam- 
ination of  its  beautiful  shores,  l.nit  \\ent  on  his 
way.  Coasting  along  New  England,  and  returning 
to  France,  he  made  a  report  of  his  hurried  and 
comparatively  unimportant  trip  to  Francis  I.,  King 
of  France,  in  July  following.  If  this  is  true,  the 
Dauphin  was  the  first  luiropean  vessel  that 
touched  the  %yaters  of  our  Hudson  River.  But 
the  French  monarch,  so  far  as  appears,  took  no 
notice  of  this  discovery.  Subsequent  French 
navigators  paid  no  regard  to  it.  Cartier,  in  1534, 
and  others  near  his  time,  did  not  follow  in  his 
track,  but  went  to  the  more  chilly  latitudes  and 
more  inhospitable  shores  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to 
found  New  France.  Could  they  have  been  ignorant 
of  the  voyages  of  Vcrrazano  And  Charnplain 
sailed  up  the  lake  that  bears  his  name  almost  to 
the  upper  waters  of  the  Hudson  in  1609,  entirely 
ignorant  of  French  claims,  or  oblivious  of  them  if 
he  even  heard  of  them.  This  neglect  of  the  alleged 
Verrazano  report,  in  an  age  of  discovery,  and 
when  the  eyes  of  all  Western  Europe  were  turned 
toward  these  shores,  and  all  its  monarchs  were 
eager  to  increase  wealth  and  power  by  territorial  ex- 
tensions in  America,  is  not  easily  explained.  Hence, 
many  regard  the  report  as  a  historic  fraud,  and  the 
whole  matter  as  a  fable.  We  give  the  facts,  but 
express  no  opinion  in  this  place.  One  thing  is 
certain,  that  there  is  no  credible  evidence  that  any 
subsequent  settlements  or  trade  ever  resulted  from 
this  alleged  discovery  of  Verrazano;  nor  is  "the 
city  and  county  of  Albany  ''  indebted  to  it  for  its 
planting  and  growth.  Nothing  came  of  it  ;  hence 
it  probably  has  noplace  worthy  of  special  discussion 
in  this  history.  * 

*  See  nott,  page  i.  Furthermore,  it  is  here  proper  to  quote  again 
from  "  Discoveries  in  America  to  1525,"  by  .A..  J.  Weise,  pp.  361,  362  : 

"The  fact  that  the  French  had  ascendeJ  the  Grande  River  (Hudson 
River,  to  th'e  height  of  its  navigation,  to  trade  with  the  Indian?,  lon^ 
before  H  enry  Hudson  explored  it,  is  corroborated  by  still  stronger 
testimony  than  that  already  presented.  One  of  the  earliest  maps 
representing  the  territory  of  Nieu  Nederlandt  (New  Xetheriand),  or 
that  part  of  New  France  which  the  French  had  called  La  Terre 
d'Anormee  Bcrge,  is  the  Figurative  Chart  presented  to  their  Jlii;h 
.Alighiinesses,  the  Lords  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  on 
the  nth  of  October,  16(4,  by  a  number  of  Dutch  merchants,  prayinp; 
for  a  special  license  to  navigate  and  traffic  within  the  limits  of  this 
part  of  North  America.  [Says  John  R.  Brodhe.id.  the  historian  : 
'  This  map  (made  in  1614)  is  und' lubtedly  one  of  the  most  intcre^liIli; 
memorials  we  have.  It  is  about  three  feet  long,  and  shows,  very 
minutely,  the  course  of  the  Hudson  River  from  Manhattan  to  above 
Albany,  as  well  as  a  portion  of  the  sea-coast ;  and  contains,  likewise, 
curious  notes  and  memoranda  about  the  neighboring  Indians.  The 
work,  perhaps,  of  one  of  the  comp.^nions  of  Hudson  himself,  and  made 
within  five  years  of  the  discovery  of  our  river,  its  fidelity  of  delinea- 
tion is  scarcely  less  remarkable  than  its  high  antiquity.']  One  of 
these  explan.itory  notes  contains  the  undeniable  testimony  that  the 


I  At  the  convention  at  Albany  in  the  year  1754, 
■  held  by  tlK-  Indian  Commissioners,  as  reported 
among  the  papers  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  a  speech 
was  made  by  one  of  the  Indians,  in  which  he  gives 
the  following  account  of  the  first  advent  of  the 
white  race  to  the  Hudson  River.  "Our  fatliers 
had  a  castle  on  this  river.  As  one  of  them  walked 
out  he  saw  something  on  the  river,  but  was  at  a 
loss  to  know  what  it  was.  He  took  it  at  first  for  a 
great  fish.  He  ran  into  the  castle  and  gave 
notice  to  the  other  Indians.  Two  of  our  forefathers 
went  to  see  what  it  was,  and  found  it  a  vessel  with 
men  in  it.  They  immediately  joined  hands  with 
the  men  in  the  vessel  and  became  friends.  The 
white  people  told  them  they  should  not  come  up 
the  river  any  farther  at  that  time;  and  said  to  them 
they  would  return  from  whence  they  came,  and 
come  again  in  a  year's  time.  According  to  their 
promise  they  returned  in  a  year's  time,  and  came  as 
far  up  the  river  as  where  the  old  fort  stood.  Our 
forefathers  invited  them  ashore  and  said  to  them,  we 
will  give  }"ou  a  place  to  make  you  a  town.  It  shall 
be  from  this  place  up  to  such  a  stream  (meaning 
Patroon's  Creek),  and  from  the  river  back  up  to 
the  hill." 

In  an  able  document  sent  by  "The  People  of 
New  Netherlands''  to  "The  High  and  ^Mighty 
Lords  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands," 
on  the  28th  July,  1649,  occurs  tlie  following,  the 
insertion  of  which  seems  pertinent  here  : 

"In  the  year  of  Christ  1609  was  the  country,  of 
which  we  now  propose  to  speak,  first  found  and 
discovered  at  the  expense  of  the  General  East  India 
!  Company — though  directing  their  aim  and  design 
I  elsewhere — by  the  ship  de  Hake  Maiic,  whereof 
I  Henry  Hudson  was  master  and  factor.     It  was 
I  afterward  named  New-Nctherland  by  our  people, 
and  that  very  justly,  for  it  was  first  discovered  and 
I  taken  possession  of  by  New  Netherlanders  and  at 
their  expense,  so  that  even  at  the  present  day  the 
natives  of  the  country,  who  are  so  old   as  to 
remember  the  event,  testify  that,  on  seeing  the 
Dutch  ships  on  their  first  coming  here,  they  knew 
j  not  what  to  make  of  them,  whether  they  came 
down  from  he  u  en  or  were  devils.     Some  of  them 
I  on  its  first  a[)i)n>ach,  even  imagined  it  to  be  a  fish  or 

i    French  were  the  divcoverers  of  the  Grande  River,  and  that  ihoy  had 
I    been  trading  with  the  Mohawks  long  before  the  lla'tf-Mivn  sailed  up 
the  river.    The  plain  language  of  the  inscriinion  makes  all  e.xpl.inaiion 
I    of  its  meaning  unnecessary:    'But  as  far  as  one  can  understand  by 
I    what  the  Maquaas  (Mohawks)  say  and  show,  the  French  come  with 
1    sloop  .  as  high  up  as  their  country  to  trade  with  them.'    A /iic  siiit-.U 
\    of  this  map  is  in  the  State  Library,  and  the  inscription  above  referred 
to  is  as  follows  :  'Ma  so  vele  men  hetft  conncn  verstaen  uyt  i  seggen 
ende  beduyen  van  de  Maquaas  so  comen  du  Francoyscn  met  sloupeo 
tot  bovem  acn  haer  land  met  haerluy  handeln.' "  G.  R.  H. 
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some  sea-monster,  so  tliat  a  strange  rumor  con- 
cerning it  flew  through  the  whole  country.    \Vc  have 
heard  the  Indians  also  frctiuently  say  that  they  | 
knew  of  no  othtr  world  or  people  previous  to  the 
arrival  of  the  Netliciiandcrs  liere. 

•  EARLY  DISCOVERY— HENRY  HUDSON 
AND  HIS  FOLLOWERS. 
Henry  Hudson  first  made  known  to  the  civilized 
world  "the  great  river  of  the  North,"  which  we 
now  call  Hudson  in  honor  of  this  bold  discoverer. 
He  was  an  English  navigator,  an  intimate  friend  of 
the  famous  Captain  John  Smith,  who  had  been 
employed  by  London  merchants  in  the  vain  search 
for  a  passage  to  India  by  the  Northern  seas.  The 
pursuit  being  abandoned  by  them,  as  is  said,  it  was  | 
continued  by  tlie  Dutch  East  India  Company.  On 
the  4th  of  April,  1609,  he  sailed  from  Amsterdam, 
with  a  crew  of  about  20  English  and  Dutch  sailors, 
in  the  Half-Moon,  a  yacht  of  about  80  tons.  Impas- 
sable ice  turned  his  prow.     Steering  across  the 
Atlantic,  touching  the  shores  of  the  Penobscot  Bay 
and  Cape  Cod,  he  proceeded  to  the  capes  of  the 
Chesapeake,  v\'hich  he  reached  early  in  August. 
Thence    he   sailed   northerly   along    the  coast, 
entering  rivers'  mouths,    until   he  anchored  in 
New  York   Bay  early   in   September.      On  the 
1 2th,  he  commenced  saihng  up  the  river,  advancing  ; 
as  far  as  he  found  it  safely  navigable,  probably  to  a 
point  near  the  present  site  of  Hudson  City.  Anchor- 
ing here  on  the  19th,  he  sent  a  boat  with  his  mate 
and  four  men  further  up  the  river,  which,  no  doubt, 
passed  the  site  of  Albany.    He  may  have  proceeded 
the  whole  length  of  the  [)resent  county,  as  far  as  the 
sprouts  of  the  Mohawk.    On  the  23d,  convinced 
that  this     River  of  the  Mountains"  furnished  no 
shorter  route  to  China  and  the  Indies,  he  leisurely  j 
returned  down  the  stream,  sailing  out  to  sea,  and  | 
reaching  England  November  7th.     He  had  many  | 
interviews  with  natives  along  the  shores,  generally  j 
of  the  most  friendly  character.    They  came  to  him  ! 
in  boats  laden  with  fruit,  meat,  furs,  and  their  own 
manufactures;  they  received  trinkets  in  return  with  j 
great  delight.     He  found  the  inhabitants  below  the  | 
highlands  more  savage  and  faithless  than  those  far-  j 
ther  north.    Delighted  with  the  noble  stream,  its  j 
banks  rich  in  autumnal  foliage,  fertile  in  fruits,  | 
splendii.l  in  varied  scenery,  and  coursing  thri.aigh  a  ' 
region  evidently  abounding  in  large  resources  for  j 
adventure  and  wealth,  his  report  to  the  Dutch  | 
Compan}'  was  most  favorable.    It  was  not  forgotten  ; 
by  them.    The  next  year,  another  vessel  was  sent  \ 
out  by  shrewd  merchants  of  Amsterdam,  which  | 
made  a  successful  adventure  in  tlie  fur  trade  along  ' 


the  Mauritius,  as  the  Dutch  first  named  the  Hudson. 
Other  vessels  followed  in  161 1,  1612,  1613  and 
16 1 4,  on  voyages  of  discovery  and  trade.  Cajiiains 
John  DeWitt,  HendrickCorstiaensen,  Adrian  Bfock, 
and  Cornelius  Jacobsen  i\Iey  were  foremost  in  these 
enterprises.  The  coast,  with  contiguous  islands, 
river  mouths  and  bays,  all  along  from  Nahant  to 
Delaware  Bay,  were  visited  by  them.  The  Fresh 
or  Connecticut,  and  other  rivers  were  ascended  so 
far  as  they  could  be  navigated.  Manhattan  Island 
was  made  tlie  chief  dejjot  of  trade,  and-Corstiaensen 
was  appointed  agent  for  the  Holland  fur  trattickers. 
In  this  same  year,  16 12,  he  began  laxing  the  foun- 
dations of  the  future  commercial  metropolis  of  this 
now  great  Republic  in  the  construction  of  a  small 
fort  with  a  few  rude  buildings,  on  the  southern 
extremity  of  the  island. 

NEW  NETHERLANDS  — THE  ENGLISH 
CLALAI. 

In  1 614  the  territory  extending  from  Cape  Cod 
to  the  Delaware  River  was  called  New  Netherlands, 
and  claimed  as  under  the  States  General  of  Hol- 
land. Its  limits  were  not  well  defined,  but  it  was 
understood  to  include  all  the  coasts  and  islands 
herein  and  adjacent,  and  the  lands  upon  the  Dela- 
ware, Hudson  and  Connecticut  rivers,  so  far  as 
the  Dutch  needed  them  for  settlements  and  trade. 
But  the  claim  was  not  admitted  by  England.  The 
English  Cabots  had — as  was  then  behe\  ed — been 
the  first  of  Europeans  to  discover  the  coast  of  North 
America. 

The  whole  territory  in  North  America,  lying  be- 
tween the  34th  and  45th  parallels  of  latitude,  was 
claimed  by  England  by  right  of  prior  discovery. 
The  claim  extended  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific. 
In  i6c6,  on  April  loth,  two  patents  were  granted 
by  James  I.,  King  of  Great  Britain,  dividing  this 
territory  into  North  Virginia  and  South  Virginia — 
the  former  was  given  for  the  purpose  of  colonization 
to  the  Plymouth  Company  ;  the  latter  to  the  Lon- 
don Company.  The  settlement  of  Jamestown  in 
1607,  and  Plymouth,  in  1620,  resulted. 

It  was  in  1613  that  the  English  made  their  first 
demonstration  against  the  Dutch  possessions. 
Governor  Samuel  Argal,  of  Virginia,  on  his  return 
from  a  hostile  expedition  against  the  French  settle- 
ments in  Acadia,  "found  at  Manhattan  Isle  four 
houses  built  and  a  pretended  Dutch  governor,"' 
says  Captain  Sniith.  Says  Chalmers,  there  was  only 
"a  trading  house  "  there.  Be  this  as  it  may,  Argal 
visited  the  Governor  and  demanded  possession, 
alleging  that  Hudson,  an  English  subject,  could 
not  alienate  from  the  English  Crown  what  was 
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properly  a  part  of  Virginia.  Incapable  of  resistance, 
Corstiaensen,  then  in  command,  peacealiivsu Inn i lied 
himself  and  his  colony  to  the  Kiny  of  l£nL,dand. 
It  is  well  known  that  New  Eni;Iand  never  had  any 
respect  f()r  the  Dutch  claim.  The  Holland  com- 
panies kept  possession  for  fifty  vears  longer,  and  laid 
their  foundations,  some  of  which  still  remain  in  the 
New  York  of  to-day.  From  the  western  jiart  of 
Long  Island,  and  up  the  Hudson  to  the  I\Tohawk, 
including-  Albany  and  adjacent  settlements,  it  re- 
mained New  Netherlantis,  with  little  disturbance 
from  the  English,  until  if'64,  when  might  decided 
the  question  of  right. 

THE  UNITED  NEW  NETHEf-lLANDS  CO. 
The  importance  of  establishing  a  trading  post  near 
the  head  of  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Mauritius 
early  attracted  the  attention  of  Hendrick  Corstiaen- 
sen and  other  enterprising  Hollanders.  A  general 
charter  of  concessions  to  discoverers  of  new  coun- 
tries was  passed  by  the  Holland  Go\ernment,  at 
Hague,  ■March  27,  16 14.  A  special  charter  was 
granted  by  the  States  General,  under  date  of  Oct. 
II,  1614,  to  a  company  of  Amsterdam  merchants 
and  others  of  the  United  New  Netherlands  Co.,  giv- 
ing them  the  monopoly,  until  January  i,  1 618,  of 
all  travel  and  trade  in  the  New  Netherlands,  during 
which  time  they  were  authorized  to  make  four  \oy- 
ages. 

In  16 14,  with  a  few  trappers  and  traders,  Cors- 
tiaensen sailed  up  the  river,  and  erected  a  fort  and  a 
store  house,  upon  what  was  then  named  Kasteeul, 
or  Castle  Island,  just  below  the  site  of  the  later  Fort 
Orange,  and  carried  on  a  brisk  trade  in  furs  and 
peltry  with  the  Indians.  The  fort  was  called 
Nassau.  The  island,  now  called  Van  Rensselaer, 
is  situated  in  the  town  of  Bethlehem.  Corstiaensen 
was  murdered  shortly  after  by  a  malicious  Indian 
in  his  employ,  and  Jacob  Jacobsen  Elkins,  his 
lieutenant,  succeeded  him  as  agent  for  the  com- 
pany. Nothing  was  iVmc  for  the  settlement  or  de- 
velopment of  the  lands. 

The  spring  floods  so  disturbed  the  works  on  the 
island  that  Elkins  removed  them,  some  time  after, 
to  the  mouth  of  tlie  Tawasentha.  now  Norman's  Kill, 
•where  there  is  said  to  have  once  been  a  Mohawk 
castle  and  burial  place.  Here,  tradition  has  it.  as 
stated  elsewhere,  was  concluded,  about  this  time, 
the  first  formal  treaty  of  friendship  aTui  alliance  with 
the  Indians. 

Their  charter  expiring  January  i,  161 8.  this 
company  unsuccessfully  petitioned  for  its  renewal. 
Either  the  returns  made  to  the  Holland  capiulists 
had  been  unsalisfactriry,  or  a  more  po\\erful  in- 


fluence was  at  work  towards  getting  up  another 

conipan}'  to  occupy  their  hunting  grounds. 

During  the  more  than  fi\e  years  of  interval  1)e- 
tween  161 8  and  1623,  tradition  has  it  that  Elkins 
and  some  of  his  traders  still  remained  and  carrietl 
on,  with  the  aid  of  the  Holland  ships,  a  lucrative 
trade,  there  being  none  to  dispute.  It  is  thought  that 
some  of  these  adventurers  remained  and  joined 
themselves  with  those  who  came  under  the  new 
company  in  1623.  During  these  five  years  there 
might  have  been  free  traile.  But  those  who  had 
been  longest  on  the  ground  had,  of  course,  the  ad- 
vantage. Elkins  evidendy  was  not  pleased  with 
his  treatment  by  the  States  and  the  West  India 
Company,  as  appears  farther  on  by  his  return,  in 
1633,  with  an  English  ship. 

THE  DUTCH  WEST  INDIA  CO. 
June  3,  1 62 1,  the  congress  or  government  of 
Holland,  called  the  States  General, "  incorporated 
the  Dutch  West  India  Co.,  investing  it  with  almost 
regal  powers  for  carrying  on  tiade  and  planting 
settlements  from  Cape  Horn  to  Newfoundland,  for 
a  period  of  24  years.  Its  jurisdiction  over  the 
Province  of  New  Netherlands,  the  sj)ecial  object  of 
its  enterprise,  was  e.xclusive.  It  was  authorized  to 
j  appoint  governors  with  the  approval  of  the  '  States, " 
to  colonize  territory,  erect  forts  and  administer  jus- 
tice. Its  executive  management  was  given  to  a 
Board  of  nineteen  Directors,  one  to  be  appointed 
by  the  "States,''  the  remaining  eighteen  by  the 
company,  to  be  distributed  through  five  separate 
chambers,  in  five  difterent  cities  of  Holland.  The 
Province  c>f  New  Netherlands  was  assigned  to  the 
Amsterdam  Chamber.  The  comjiany  was  not  fully 
organized  until  the  spring  of  1623,  when  it  vigor- 
ously entered  upon  extensive  operations.  At  this 
time  the  English  ambassador  at  The  Hague,  for- 
mally protested  against  these  encroachments  of  the 
Dutch  fur  traders  ;  but  no  armed  force  was  moved 
to  prevent  carrying  out  their  plans. 

In  April,  1623,  a  vessel  under  command  of 
Cornelisen  Jacobsen  Me}",  as  Director,  came  over 
from  Holland  with  thirty  families,  chielly  Walloons, 
or  French  Protestants,  and  landed  at  New  Amster- 
dam. Of  these,  it  is  said,  that  eight  families  came 
j  up  the  Hudson  as  far  as  the  present  site  of  Albany, 
I  where  they  built  F^irt  Orange,  abuut  two  miles 
above  Fort  Nassau — the  location  being  near  the 
present  steamboat  square. 

Maurice,  of  Nassau,  Prince  of  Orange,  who,  at 

I 

I  the  age  of  iS,  had  succeeiled  his  murdered  Kither 
I  in  the  government  of  the  Low  Countries,  was  the 
I  Washington  of  hi-:  country.      By    his  wisdom. 
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bravery  and  industry  he  strengthened  and  confirmed  1 
the  new  repubUc  of  Netherlands,  and  ranked  among 
the  first  generals  and  statesmen  of  his  age.  He  was 
much  beloved  and  esteemed  by  his  countrymen. 
In  his  honor  they  named  the  river  Mauritius,  and 
the  forts  Nassau  and  (Grange.  Another  Fort  Nas- 
sau was  buiit  near  this  time  on  the  Delaware  River. 

The  Walloons  were  French  Protestants  who  re- 
sided on  the  bc)rder3  between  Belgium  and  France, 
and  were  distinguished  for  industry  and  valor. 
From  this  race  descended  many  families  in  this 
Slate.  The  first  white  child  born  in  New  Nether- 
lands was  Sarah  Rapelje,  daughter  of  one  of  the 
Walloon  settlers,  whose  birth  occurred  June  7, 
1625,  and  whose  descendants  are  still  to  be  found 
on  Long  Island  and  vicinity. 

Catelyn  Trico,  born  in  Paris,  France,  is  claimed 
to  have  been  the  first  white  woman  in  Albany, 
This  claim  is  based  on  her  own  testimony,  made  in 
1688,  when  she  v.-as  83  years  old,  ^vhich  makes  her 
born  in  1605,  and  coming  to  Albany  in  1623,  when 
she  was  18  years  old.  She  testifies  that  she  came  to 
this  country  in  the  first  ship,  called  the  Uniiy,  com- 
manded by  Adrien  Jorise,  that  came  from  Holland 
to  New  Netherlands  for  the  West  India  Company. 
She  tells  us  that  two  families  and  six  men  were  sent 
to  Hartford,  Connecticut ;  two  families  and  eight 
men  to  Delaware  River ;  eight  men  were  left  at 
]\Ianhattan,  and  the  rest  went  as  far  up  as  Albany, 
which  they  called'  Furt  Orange.  She  says  that 
those  wh(j  came  to  Albany  and  made  a  small  fort 
were  eighteen  families  ;  that  they  made  themselves 
some  huts  of  bark.  Adrien  Jorise  remained  all 
winter  and  sent  his  son  home  with  the  ship.  She 
represents  the  Indians  as  very  peaceable,  and  car- 
rying on  a  very  active  trade  in  beaver  and  peltry. 
After  three  years  she  left  Albany  and  went  to  New 
York,  and  afterward  to  Wallabout.  She  states  that 
the  other  women  on  board.  f>ur  in  number,  were 
married  and  went  to  the  Delaware  River.  Consid- 
ering her  age  and  the  interval  of  time,  her  state- 
ment, while  it  may  be  correct  in  the  main,  is  to  be 
taken  with  some  allowance.  It  is  remarkable  that 
only  one  woman  came  up  to  Fort  Orange  at  that 
time  and  remained  as  the  first  and  only  female 
here  for  three  years.  The  number  of  "eighteen 
families "  difi:er3  from  all  other  statements  in  our 
knowledge. 

The  Commissaries  at  Fort  Orange  or  Beverwvck, 
now  Albany,  were  Vice-Directors  of  the  West 
India  Company.  Thty  were  commanders,  also,  of 
the  fort.    \\q  find  the  names  of  the  following  : 

Daniel  Krieckkebeeck,  Peter  Barentsen.  Bastian 
Jansen  Krol,  Jorissen  Houten,  Hannan  Mynderts 


Van  der  Bogaert,  Carl  Van  Brugge,  jan  Labadie, 
John  Dyckman,  John  De  Decker,  John  La  Mon- 
tague. 

The  Dutch  Directors-General,  otherwise  called 
Commanders  and  Governors,  under  the  West 
India  C<:impanyand  the  States  General  of  Holland, 
from  1623  to  1674,  were  as  follows  : 

DUTCH  GOVERNORS. 


Adrien  Jorise  1623 

Cornelius  Jacobsen  Mey  1624 

William  Verhulst  1625 

Peter  Minuit  May  4,  1626 

Wouter  Van  Twiller  April,  1633 

William  Kieft  March  28,  1638 


Peter  Stuyvesant,  May  11,  1647,  to  Septemljer  8, 
1664,  when  the  city  was  surrendered  to  the 
English. 

Anthony  Colve,  September  19,  1673,  when  the  city 
was  retaken  by  the  Dutch,  to  November  10, 
1674,  when,  by  treaty,  it  was  again  given  over 
to  the  English. 

These  officers  had  their  seat  at  the  ^Manhattans  or 
New  Amsterdam,  now  New  York,  which  was  rec- 
ognized as  the  capital  of  New  Netherlands,  and 
the  centre  not  only  of  civil  power,  but  cjf  trade. 
All  emigrants  from  Europe  landed  here,  and  all 
who  returned  took  ship  here.  Here  were  collected 
all  furs,  peltries,  grain,  &c.,  and  from  this  port 
transhipment  was  made  to  Holland  ;  and  all  goods 
intended  for  the  use  of  the  colonists,  or  for  trade 
among  them  or  the  Indians  \\ere  here  received, 
duly  entered,  and  from  thence  sent  forth  to  their 
(.lestination. 

The  first  two  Governors  were  skippers  of  vessels 
that  took  over  some  of  the  first  immigrants  under 
the  West  India  Company,  and  had  something  to 
do  with  locating  Fort  Orange,  in  the  year  1623,  or 
as  some  of  the  early  documents  say,  in  1624.  The 
former  date  is  supported  by  the  best  authorities. 
Of  Verhults  we  find  nothing. 

Minuit,  the  first  fully  empowered  Director-Gen- 
eral, purchased  of  the  Indians  the  Island  of  Man- 
hattan, in  1626,  for  a  sum  equal  to  about  $24.  He 
was  a  deacon  in  the  Church  of  Wesel,  whence  he 
came,  and,  so  far  as  we  leain,  was  a  peace-loving 
man  and  a  just  public  officer.  His  correspondence 
with  Governor  William  Bradford,  of  Plymouth,  was 
dignified,  courteous  and  h',>noral)!e.  It  related  to 
territorial  jurisdiction.  About  1627,  Bradford,  hear- 
j  ing  that  the  Dutch  were  encroaching  by  sending 
ships  to Narragansett  Bay  to  trade,  sent  ^.Ir.  Fdward 
Winslow  to  remonstrate.  Soon  after,  Minuit  sent  a 
very  friendly  letter  to  Governor  Bradford,  congrat- 
ulating Plymouth  Colony  upon  its  prosperity,  and 
proposing  trade  and  friendly  relations  in  the  future. 
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To  this  the  Gijvernur  of  Plymouth  rc{)licd  iu  must  j 
friendly  terms,  alluding  to  the  hospitality  wiiich  the 
Pilgrims  lutd  received  in  liuIUuid  a  few  years  i)re- 
vious,  and  assuring  the  Governor  of  New  Nether- 
lands that  they  and  their  children  after  them  would 
never  forget  the  same.  At  tlie  same  time  he  as- 
sured Governor  Minuit  that  he  must  respect  the 
rightful  claims  of  the  Pilgrims  of  Plymouth,  and 
not  allow  his  skiffs  to  cimie  to  Narragansett  for 
beavers.  He  also  complained  that  the  Dutch  were 
selling  muskets,  powder  and  shot  to  the  Indians. 
Other  courte>ics  of  the  most  pleasing  character 
were  kept  up  during  the  time  of  I\Iinuit,  in  wliich 
each  manfully  asserted  v.  hat  he  regarded  as  right, 
while  there  arose  no  unfriendly  words.  Minuit 
erected  Fort  Amsterdam  near  the  site  of  the  present 
Battery,  and  directed  all  his  energies  to  founding  a 
State  similar  to  that  in  Fatherland.  By  his  concili- 
ating disposition,  he  kept  on  pleasant  terms  with  the 
Indians.  After  his  recall,  he  went  to  Sweden,  and 
afterward  appeared  as  the  leader  of  50  Swedish  im- 
migrants who,  in  April,  1638,  landed  on  the  site  of 
New  Castle  and  founded  New  Sv/cden,  which  was 
broken  up  by  the  rapacious  Stuyvesant  in  1655, 
and  subjected  to  the  West  India  Com.pany. 

Van  Twiller  married  into  the  Van  Rensselaer 
famil}',  and  came  to  New  Netherlands  in  conse- 
quence, as  the  patroon's  agent  in  selecting  and 
locating  lands.  He  afterward  was  one  of  the 
executors  of  the  estate  of  Kiliaan  Van  Rensselaer, 
and,  with  John  ^'an  Weely,  a  guardian  of  his  son 
Johannis,  during  his  minority.  As  Governor  he 
was  faithful  to  the  West  India  Company,  but  noted 
for  his  want  of  good  judgment  and  executive 
abilities.  His  dealings  with  the  English,  who  took 
up  claims  upon  the  Connecticut  River  in  1640, 
were  characterized  by  ridiculous  bluster  and  ignoble 
failure  to  carry  out  his  threats.  He  was  equally 
unsuccessful  in  his  attempt  upon  the  fort  at  Beeren 
Island.  He  was  greedy  of  gain  and  successful  in  his 
greed  ;  great  in  pajjer  jirotests,  timid  in  action. 
He  lived  peaceably  with  the  Indians,  and  had  little 
trouble  with  his  subordinates. 

It  was  in  1633,  during  the  time  of  Van  Twiller, 
that  the  first  I^nglish  ship,  the  William,  sailed  up  the 
Hudson  River.  It  was  commanded  by  Elkins, 
who  had  spent  some  }ears  in  trading  with  the  In- 
dians in  this  vicinity  under  the  United  New  Neth- 
erlands Company.  In  spite  of  the  refusal  of  the 
Dutch  Governor  at  New  Amsterdam  to  give  him  a 
license,  he,  asserting  the  English  claim  to  the  terri- 
,tory,  (leliantly  [)roceeded  to  a  place  about  a  mile 
below  Fort  Orange,  where  he  landed.  f)iiched  his 
tent,  and,  for  a  few  weeks,  pursued  a  lucrative 


trade  in  furs.  The  traders  at  Fort  Orange  protested, 
and  soon  after,  with  the  aid  of  ships  and  crews  sent 
up  from  Fort  Am.'?terdam,  compelled  the  blulT 
captain  to  strike  his  tent,  re-ship  his  goods  and 
take  his  furs  down  the  river.  His  shij)  was  con- 
voyed to  sea,  and  he,  utterly  discomfited,  returned 
to  London. 

Kieft  was  avaricious,  rash  and  unscrupulous. 
He  kept  himself  and  his  colony  in  constant  excite- 
ment and  trouble.  He  quarreled  with  his  under 
officers:  he  was  vindictive  toward  those  who  dif- 
fered from  him  in  matters  of  public  policy;  he  was 
oppressive  and  arbitrary  among  the  peoi)!e.  With 
the  English  in  Connecticut,  the  Swedes  on  the 
Delaware,  the  Indian  tribes  on  every  side,  and  the 
colonists  at  his  own  door,  he  was  in  continual 
strife.  By  his  own  abandoned  folly  he  aroused  the 
Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Amsterdam,  who 
had  been  friendly  under  his  predecessors,  to  deeds 
of  fiery  hatred  and  savage  vengeance.  His  thirst 
for  blood  seemed  to  equal  that  of  the  savages,  and 
he  expressed  himself  determined  upon  a  war  of 
extermination  of  the  natives.  Neither  life  nor 
property  was  safe.  War  raged  for  years.  Fields 
were  devastated;  homes  desolated  ;  and  the  blood 
of  the  innocent  citizen  and  the  ferocious  savage 
flowed  freely  on  every  side.  The  very  existence  of 
the  colonies  in  and  near  Manhattan  was  menaced. 
Help  finally  cam.e  from  New  England  under  Capt. 
Underbill,  for  Kieft  had  no  leader.  The  war 
ceased.  Kieft,  recalled  for  his  offences,  gathered 
his  treasures  and  took  ship  for  Europe.  He  was 
never  heard  of  more.  His  vessel  was  wrecked 
on  the  coast  of  Wales,  and  the  bad  man  was  en- 
gulfed in  the  angry  waves  with  all  his  ill-gotten 
treasure. 

The  Indian  wars  had  lasted  about  five  of  the 
eight  years'  reign  of  this  infamous  wretch,  during 
which  he  had,  like  an  arrant  coward  as  he  was, 
stayed  in  his  fort  and  exulted  in  the  ruin  around 
him  an  1  his  own  personal  safety.  At  the  be^rin- 
ning  of  these  wars  the  population  of  New  Nether- 
lands was  about  3. coo;  at  its  close,  less  than 
1,000.  New  Amsterdam  contained  only  about  lOO 
people  when  peace  came.  August  31,  1645.  His 
unlamented  end  was  regarded  as  an  act  of  retribu- 
tive divine  justice. 

We  find  no  evidence  in  the  record  of  these  times 
that  the  savage  wars  of  the  lower  Hudson  .seriously 
disturbed  the  dwellers  about  Fort  Orange.  No 
doubt  they  had  accessions  from  those  who  fled 
I  from  the  cruel  carnage.    No  doubt  they  had  fears 
I  of  similar  outbreak.s,  which,  probably,  were  hin- 
I  dercd  by  their  pleasant  relations  in  trade  to  the 
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powerful  ]\I(ih;nvk<!,  who  wen^  a  wall,  for  many 
years,  to  lliis  weak  frwiiticr  ])Cu])le. 

Much  may  be  seen  of  the  eiiaracter  of  Stuyve- 
sant  under  our  Rensselaerwyck  headim;.  He  was 
a  brave  man — decided  in  his  convictions,  persistent 
in  carryiiiij  thorn  into  action.  He  aimed  to  be 
true  to  his  tru>t.  He  restored  ])eace,  and  dealt 
prudently  with  his  Indian  neighbors.  When  these 
savage  tribes  bruke  out  in  their  savagery  he  was 
equal  to  the  emergency.  They  found  him  not 
wanting  in  courage  and  energy,  nor  in  prompt 
justice.  There  were  then  no  settlements  from  Yoxi 
Amsterdam  to  the  Catskills,  except  at  Esopus,  nuw 
Kingston.  The  restless  and  blood-thirsty  Indians 
about  here  were  etlectually  reduced  and  put  in  sub- 
jection under  his  management  in  1663.  He  was  a 
man  of  military  experience ;  honest,  but  im- 
perious ;  a  believer  in  prerogatives  ;  arbitrary  in 
action.  He  was  strangely  inclined  to  arresting 
and  shutting  up  in  prison  those  who  opposed  his 
views,  and  to  confiscating  their  estates  as  if  guilty  of 
treason  against  the  government.  He  quarreled 
with  his  Vice-Director  and  other  oflicers  ;  he,  as  will 
appear  farther  on,  was  in  a  continual  contention 
■with  the  oflicers  of  the  patroon  at  Beaverwvck. 
He  was  feared,  but  not  beloved.  He  did  not 
make  friends  with  the  Yankees,  the  Swedes,  or  the 
Dutch.  The  States  General  disapproved  his 
course,  and  the  West  India  Company,  which  ap- 
pointed him  and  long  sustained  him,  doubted  the 
wisdom  of  many  of  his  transactions. 

FIRST  SETTLEMENT. 

The  first  settlement  of  Albany  County  has  been 
written  down  under  the  date  of  1609,  when  Hud- 
son's boat,  probably,  passed  the  site  of  our  city;  in 
1610,  when  certain  Holland  skippers  were  prospect- 
ing along  our  shores  ;  in  1614,  when  Captain  Cor- 
stiaensen  and  his  hunters  and  trapjiers  ])lanted 
themselves,  for  trade  in  furs,  on  Kasteei  Island  ;  in 
1 62 1,  when  the  Dutch  West  India Companv  wa»  first 
established;  and  in  1623,  when,  according  to  the 
best  evidence  we  now  have,  this  same  companv 
actually  landed  a  few  Hollanders  upon  the  territorv 
now  called  Albany,  to  engage,  as  their  factors  and 
servants,  in  the  collection  and  transmission  of  furs 
and  peltries.  None  of  these  escntscan  be  reckoned 
as  dating  the  first  settlement  of  our  county. 

Probably  not  a  droj)  of  the  blood  of  any  of 
those  early  adventurers  courses  in  the  veins  of  any 
^vhite  citizen  of  this  State  o^  nation.  Few,  if  anv, 
had  families.  Some  died  here  and  turned  tiMlu.si  : 
others  returned  to  their  native  lantl  when  their 
service  was  over.   They  did  not  come  to  stay.  Nunc 


came  as  colonists,  occujiying  land  and  cultivating  it. 
Fish,  deer,  wild  fowl  and  other  game  abounded. 
Native  fruits  were  plenty.  Possibly,  a  few  vegeta- 
bles, and  some  cum  and  other  grain,  were  raised  in 
patches  near  the  fort.  Some  food  was  brought 
over  in  ships.  For  a  few  trinkets  the  rest  was 
purchased  from  the  Indian  >quaws,  who  culiivaied 
them,  'i'liey  were  no  more  "first  settlers,'' than 
were  the  first  adventurers  tliat  went  out  from  our 
States  to  the  mines  of  California,  40  years  ago,  the 
first  settlers  of  that  gieat  State  and  its  San  Fran- 
cisco, now  the  gem  of  the  Pacific. 

"It  never  began  to  be  settled  until  every  one  had 
liberty  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  inasmuch  as  up 
to  this  time  no  one  c;dculated  to  remain  there 
longer  than  the  expiration  of  his  bounden  time, 
and  therefore  did  not  apjjly  themselves  to  agricul- 
ture.'' Thus  says  a  Dutch  writer  of  that  day.  The 
"Free  Trade  Liberty"  began  about  1640. 

These  ficUons  of  history  are  not  the  .solid  tacts 
for  us  to  build  upon.  Those  "  lirst  families'' did 
not  give  us  our  "blue  blood."  They  who  did  this 
came  later.  Our  real  history  began  later.  Indeed, 
it  is,  at  the  best,  a  vain  boast  for  any  individual  or 
people  to  boast  of  a  misty  antiquity  or  of  blood 
that  has  flowed  down  from  moneyed  and  titled  sires 
of  the  old  times.  To  deserve  well  of  our  children's 
children,  to  earn  and  transmit  a  heritage  of  noble 
aims  and  noble  deeds,  is  a  far  better  ambition.  It 
is  told  in  old  Grecian  history  of  an  idiot,  who  was 
boasting  of  his  noble  sires,  when  a  bystander  per- 
tinently silenced  him  by  asking,  "What  are  you 
doing  to  honor  the  memory  of  your  sires.'  ' 

The  States  General  of  Holland  saw  how  little 
{)rogress  was  making  in  colonizing  the  New  Neth- 
erlands :  what  an  unstable  and  unreliable  people 
went  out  and  came  back  ;  how  poor  in  kind  and 
few  in  number  was  the  population. 

The  first  reference  to  poimlation  which  we  find 
is  made  in  October,  1628,  in  a  work  published  in 
Amsterda.n,  which  says,  "  There  are  no  families  at 
Fort  Orange  *  *  *  they  keep  five  y)i  six  and 
twenty  persons,  traders,  there.  " 

In  October,  1626,  the  Ship  Anns  0/  Ainsterdam 
reached  Amsterdam  from  New  Netherlands.  Its 
cargo  shows  the  variety  and  amount  of  its  trans- 
ported ])roducts  at  that  lime,  which  consisted  ot 
7,246  beaver,  853^^  otter,  81  mink,  36  wild  cat  and 
34  rat  skins  ;  also,  ••  >arnples  of  summer  grain,  such 
as  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  buckwheat,  canary 
seed,  beans  and  flax." 

The  .\s?embly  of  XIX.  reports  to  the  Stales 
General,  in  1629:  "All  who  are  inclined  to  do 
any  sort  of  work  here  procure  enougli  to  eat 
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without  any  trouble,  and  are,  therefore,  unwilling 
to  go  far  fn>m  home  on  an  uncertain!}-. "  This 
from  Holland,  and  is  written  to  explain  the  diffi- 
culty of  sending  out  persons  suitable,  from  the 
country,  fir  c >li_inizing  New  Netherlands.  It  is 
added,  The  people  conveyed  by  us  thither,  have 
therefore  fnmd  but  scanty  means  of  livelihood  up 
to  the  ])resent  time,  and  ha\e  n<jt  been  an\-  profit, 
but  a  drawback,  to  this  (West  India)  comiiany. 
The  trade  carried  on  there  in  peltries  is  right  ad- 
vantageous :  but  one  year  with  anotlier,  we  can, 
at  most,  bring  home  only  lifty  thousand  ($20,oco) 
guilders." 

A  new  scheme  was  planned  and  adopted,  singu- 
lar, indeed,  in  its  pro\-isions  ;  unlike  anvthing  be- 
fore attempted  in  the  New  World.  It  wa^  approved 
and  carried  out  by  men  of  wealth  and  sagacitv, 
and  of  experience  in  trade  and  government.  Its 
prime  object  was  to  increase  monev  and  power.  It 
included  the  colonization  of  flrrmers  and  artisans 
— providing  a  new  home  and  better  prospects  for 
the  boors  of  the  Belgic  race,  and  a  held  for  the 
ambitious  and  enterprising,  who  had  no  room  at 
home.  It  was  partially  successful.  It  brought 
over  all  classes.  But  not  a  few  industrious,  high- 
minded,  discreet  families  came  to  stay.  They  laid 
foundations  broad  and  deep.  We  are  to-day 
enjoying  the  benelits  of  their  wisdom  and  energv. 
In  the  men  who  came  here  from  Holland 
during  the  middle  years  of  the  17th  century,  were 
e.xhibitcd  elements  of  character  which  have  been 
found  in  many  of  their  descendants  ;  men  of  ex- 
alted patriotism,  intlexible  integrity  and  cultivated 
intelligence,  who  have  helped  to  upbuild,  preserve 
and  adorn  our  Republic.  We  say  this  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  flrults  of  the  manorial  system,  of 
the  men  who  lorded  it,  and  of  the  men  who  have 
suffered  frcun  it,  or  contended  against  it. 

RENSSELAERWYCK  AND  BEVERWYCK. 

The  history  of  Renssclaerwyck,  in  all  its  rela- 
tions, is  so  largely  the  history  of  this  County  and 
of  the  State  even,  that  we  give  it  much  space,  but 
no  more  than  its  importance  demands.  With  it 
begins  the  real  settlement  of  the  citv  and  countv 
of  Albany,  in  1630,  when  a  company  (/f  real  set- 
tlers came  over  with  a  purpose,  under  tlie  patron- 
age of  Kilian  Van  Rensselaer,  the  first  patroon. 

We  have  followed  Dr.  O'Callaghan  in  the  record 
of  what  follows  during  the  exciting  struggle  for 
wealth  and  power  between  the  agents  of  the 
patroon  and  of  the  West  India  Company,  in  the 
27  years  from  Kieft,  in  1637,  until  1664,  when  that 
arrogant    tyrant,     Peter    Stuyvesant,  reluctantly 


I  yielded  to  the  Engli.sh  power  and  ceased  to  war 
j  upon  the  patroons.  The  jieople  were  weary  of 
j  him,  and  the  patroon  was  glad  to  have  no  more 
I  of  the  West  India  Company. 

I      In  1629,  a  cliarter  of  privileges  and  exemptions 
j  was  passed  f  jr  the  encouragement  of  patroons  to 
i  settle  colonies.     In    the  following  year,  several 
I  w-eaUhv  and  influential  Directors  of  the  Dutch 
;  Wot  India  Company  hastened  to  avail  themselves 
i  of  its  advantages.    Bastiaen  Jansen  Krol,  Com- 
j  missary,  and  Dirck  Cornelissen  Duyster,  Under 
Commissary,  at  Fort  Orange,  having  learned  that 
a  tract  of  land  called  Sannahagog,  lying  on  the 
west  side  of  the  North  River,  extending  from  Bee- 
rcn  Island,  by  the  Indians  called  Passapenock,  up 
10  the  Smackx  Island,  and  in  breadth  two  days' 
j  journey,  was  for  sale,  purchased  the  same  from 
j  the   native  proprietors,    for   Kilian   Van  Rens- 
I  selaer,  a  pearl  merchant  in  Amsterdam  and  one  of 
j  the  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company.  Three 
j  months  afterward  Gillis  Hoosett  purchased,  in  the 
I  presence  of  lansen  ^lyndertsen,  Wolfert  Gerritsen 
;  and  ]an  Tyssen,  trumpeter,  for  the  same  gentle- 
I  man,    the  lands  l}ing  south  and  north  of  Fort 
I  Orange,  and  extending  to  within  a  short  distance 
j  of  IMoenimines  Castle,  then  situated  on  what  is 
1  now  called  Haver  Island,  at  the  mouch  of  the 
'  Mohawk,  and  from  one  of  the  chiefs,  his  grounds, 
I  called  Semesseeck.  stretching  on  the  east  side  of  the 
I  river  from  opposite  Castle  Island  to  a  point  facing 
j  Fort  Orange,  and  thence  from  Poetanock,  the  I\Iill 
Creek,  nc>rth  to  Neiracrons.     These  conveyances 
:  were  subsequently  ratified  by  the  respective  parties, 
\  in  the  jtresence  of  the  Director-General  and  Coun- 
i  cil  of  New  Netherland,  who  signed  an  instrument 
I  to  that  effect,  "sealed  with  the  seal  of  New  Neth- 
!  erland  'n  red  wax,"  on  the  same  day  that  the  char- 
ter of  1629  was  proclaimed  at  Fort  Amsterdam. 
Nearly  seven  years  afterward — namely,  on  the  13th 
\  April,   1637 — all  the  intervening  district,  called 
'  Pap-ickenekaas,  or  Papsekanea,  as  the  name  is 
'  now  pronounced,  lying  also  on  the  east  side  of  the 
!  river,  and  extending  from  opposite  Castle  Island 
I  south  to  the  point  opposite  Smackx  Inland,  and 
I  including  the  adjacent  islands  and  all  the  lands 
j  back  into  the  interior,  belonging  to  the  Indian 
owners,  was  purchased  "  for  certain  quantities  of 
tluffels,  axes,  knives  and  wampum,"  alst)  R>r  Mr. 
1  Van  Rensselaer,  who  thus  became  proprietor  of  a 
tract  of  country  twenty-four  miles  long  and  forty- 
eight  miles  broad,  containing,  as  is  estimated,  over 
!  seven  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  wliich  now 
compose  the  counties  of  Albany,  Rensselaer,  and 
part  of  the  county  of  Ci-'lumbia. 
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On  the  I  St  of  October,  1630,  a  copartnersliip 
was  entered  into  between  Kilian  Van  Rensselaer, 
Samuel  Godyn,  Johannis  de  Laet  and  Samuel 
Bloemaert,  with  whom  were  associated  Adam 
Bissels  and  Toussaint  INIoussart,  who,  by  tlie  terms 
of  the  contract,  were  con.'^tituted  co-directors  of 
Rensselaerwyck.  Tlie  common  slock  of  iliis  asso- 
ciation was  divided  into  five  shares,  of  which  Van 
Rensselaer  held  two  ;  De  Laet,  one  ;  Godyn,  one  ; 
and  Bloemaert  and  his  associates,  one.  The  man- 
agement of  the  affairs  of  the  colonic"  was  com- 
mitted to  a  board  consisting  of  four  persons  or  votes, 
of  N\  hich  Van  Rensselaer  represented  or  held  two  ; 
Bloemaert,  or  Bissels,  one  ;  and  De  Laet,  or 
IMoussart,  one.  Van  Rensselaer  was,  however, 
not  to  have  any  rank  or  authority  in  the  "  colonie" 
superior  to  his  associates,  except  the  title  of  Pa- 
troon,  which,  with  all  its  feudal  honors,  was  vested 
in  him  alone,  the  partners  binding  themselves  to 
do  fealty  and  homage  for  the  fief  on  liis  demise,  in 
the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  son  and  heirs. 

Preparations  were  also  made  to  expedite  farmers 
and  cattle  to  Rensselaerwyck  ;  and  everywhere,  at 
home  and  abroad,  things  wore  the  aspect  of  p~>ros- 
perity. 

The  condition  of  the  Dutch  settlements  on  the 
North  River,  at  this  time,  is  thus  alluded  to  by  a 
contemporary  English  writer  :  "This  which  they 
have  settled  in  New  England,  upon  Hudson's 
River,  with  no  extraordinary  charge  or  multitude 
of  people,  is  knowne  to  subsist  in  a  comfortable 
manner,  and  to  promise  fairlie  both  to  the  State 
and  undertakers.  The  cause  is  evident.  The 
men  whom  the}-  carrie,  though  they  be  not  many, 
are  well  chosen  and  known  to  be  useful  and  ser- 
viceable, and  diey  second  them  with  seasonable  and 
fit  supplies,  cheri.-,hing  them  as  carefully  as  dieir 
owne  families,  and  employ  them  in  profitable 
labors,  that  are  known  to  be  of  speciall  use  to  their 
comfortable  subsisting."  .So  said  The  Pla/t/ers 
Plea,  London,  1 630. 

The  inhabitants  of  Rensselaerwyck  in  1640, 
who  numbered  at  the  lime  as  many  traders  as  in- 
dividuals, noting  the  avidity  with  which  the  Mo- 
hawks sought  after  fire-arms,  willingly  paying  the 
i^nglish  twenty  beavers  for  a  musket,  and  from 
ten  to  twelve  guilders  for  a  jjound  of  gunpowder, 
were  desirous  to  share  so  profitable  a  trade. 
They  commenced,  accordingly,  to  furnish  fire- 
arms to  these  Indians.  The  profits  which  accrued 
became  soon  known,  and  traders  from  Holland 
introduced  large  quantities  of  guns  and  other  ntuni- 
tions  of  war  into  the  interior. 

•The  Mohawks,  thus  provided  with  arms  for  four 


j  huntlred  warriors,  swept  the  country  from  Canada 
I  to  the  sea-coast  levying  tribute  on  the  .-^urrouniling 
1  terror-stricken  tribes. 

The  PaliXH-'u's  Charter  of  1624  liaving  provided 
that   everv    ••colonie"    should    contain,  within 
'  four  years   after  its  establishment,    at    least  fifty 
1  persons    over    fifteen    }cars    of  age,  one-fourth 
i  of  \A  horn    shoukl    be    located  within   the  first 
year,   the    parlies   interested   in    the  settlement 
i  of  Rensse!aerw}'ck  lost  no  time  in  ci;impl}'ing 
I  with  these  conditions.     Early  in  the  spring  of  the 
j  following  year,  1630,  a  number  of  colonists,  with 
;  their   families,     provided    ^ith    farming  imple- 
I  ments,  stock  and  all  other  necessaries,  sailed  from 
j  the  Texel,  in  the  company's  ship,  the  Endracli!, 
\  Cai)t.  Jan  Brouwer,  commander,  and  arrived  in 
j  safety  at  the  r^Ianbattans.  after  a  passage  of  sixtv- 
I  four  days.     In  a  short  lime  afterward  they  landed 
at  Fort  Orange,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  they  were 
furnished  with  comfortable  farm  liouses  and  other 
dwellings  at  the  expense  of  the  patroon  and  his 
associates.      Other  settlers  followed,  with  addi- 
tional stock,  each  succeeding  season,  and  thus  were 
laid  the  foundations  of  thcise  wealtln-  and  prosj^er- 
ous  settlements  which  we  now  belxjld  in  and 
around  the  present  City  of  Albany. 

Invested,  as  well  by  the  Roman  law  as  by  the 
Charter,  with  the  chief  command  and  lower  juris- 
diction, the  patroon  became  empowered  to  ad- 
minister civil  and  criminal  justice,  in  person  or  bv 
deputy,  within  his  •'  colonie  ;  '  to  apj)oint  local  of- 
ficers and  magistrates  ;  to  erect  courts  and  to  take 
cognizance  of  all  crimes  committed  v.ithin  his 
limits  ;  to  keep  a  gailows,  if  such  were  required, 
for  the  execution  of  malefactors,  subject,  however, 
{  to  the  restriction  that  if  such  gallows  happened, 
by  any  accident,  to  fitll,  pending  an  execution,  a 
new  one  could  not  be  erected,  unless  for  the  pur- 
pose of  hanging  another  criminal.  The  right  to 
inflict  punishments  of  minor  severity  was  necessa- 
rily included  in  that  which  authorized  capital  con- 
victions. Accordingly,  we  find  various  instances, 
throughout  the  record  of  the  local  court,  of  per- 
sons who  had,  by  breaking  the  law,  rendered  them- 
selves dangerous  to  society,  or  obnoxious  to  the 
authorities,  having  been  banished  from  the  "col- 
onie, "  or  condemned  to  corporal  chastisement, 
fine,  or  imprisonment,  according  to  the  grade  of 
their  offences. 

In  civil  cases  all  di.-^putes  between  man  and  man, 
whether  relating  to  contracts,  titles,  possessions, 
or  boundaries  ;  injuries  to  property,  person,  or 
j  character  ;  claims  for  rents  and  all  other  demands 
'  between  the  patroon  and  his  tenants,  were  also 
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investigated  and  decided  by  these  courts  ;  from 
the  judgment  of  which,  in  matters  affecting  Hfe  and 
limb,  and  in  suits  where  the  sum  in  htigation  ex- 
ceeded twenty  dollars,  appeals  lay  to  the  Director- 
General  and  Council  at  Fort  Amsterdam.  But  the 
sagacious  local  authorities,  it  must  be  added,  were 
so  jealous  of  this  privilege  that  they  required  the 
colonists,  on  settling  within  their  jurisdiction,  to 
promise  not  to  appeal  from  any  sentence  of  the  lo- 
cal tribunal. 

The  laws  in  force  here  were,  as  in  other  sections 
of  New  Nethcrland,  the  Civil  Code,  the  enactments 
of  the  States  General,  the  ordinances  of  the  West 
India  Company,  and  of  the  Director-General  and 
Council  when  properly  published  within  the  "col- 
onic," and  sucli  rules  and  regulations  as  the  patroon 
and  his  co-directors,  or  the  local  authorities,  might 
establish  and  enact. 

The  government  was  vested  in  a  General  Court, 
which  exercised  executive,  legislative,  or  municipal 
and  judicial  functions,  and  which  was  composed 
of  two  Commissaries  and  two  Councilors,  who 
answered  to  modern  justices  of  the  peace. 

Adjoined  to  this  court  were  a  Colonial  Secretar}', 
a  Sheriff  or  Schout-fiscaal,  and  a  Court  Mes- 
senger or  Constable.  Each  of  these  received  a 
small  compensation,  either  in  the  shape  of  a 
fixed  salary  or  fees ;  the  Commissaries  and  iNlagis- 
trates,  fifty,  one  hundred,  or  two  hundred  guild- 
ers, annually,  according  to  their  standing;  the 
Secretary,  one  hundred  guilders,  and  the  Court 
Messenger,  one  hundred  and  fifty,  with  the  addition 
of  trifling  fees  for  the  transcript  and  service  of  papers. 
The  magistrates  of  the  "colonic"  held  office  for  a 
year,  the  court  appointing  their  successors  from 
among  the  other  settlers,  or  continuing  those  already 
in  office,  at  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service, 
as  it  deemed  proper. 

The  most  important  functionary  attached  to  this 
government  was  tlie  Schout-fiscaal,  who,  in  dis- 
charge of  his  public  functions,  was  bound  by  in- 
structions received  from  the  patroon  and  co-di- 
rectors. No  man  in  the  "  colonic "  was  to  be 
subject  to  loss  of  life  or  property  unless  by  the  sen- 
tence of  a  court  composed  of  five  persons,  and  all 
who  were  under  accusation  were  entitled  to  a  speedy 
and  impartial  trial.  The  public  prosecutor  was 
particularly  enjoined  not  to  receive  presents  or 
bribes,  nor  to  be  interested  in  trade  or  commerce, 
either  directly  or  indirectly;  and,  in  order  that  he 
might  be  attentive  to  the  performance  of  his  duties, 
and  thoroughly  independent,  he  was  secured  a  fixed 
salary,  a  free  house,  and  all  fines  amounting  to  ten 
guilders  ($4.co),  or  under  ;  besides  tlie  third  part 


of  all  forfeitures  and  amends  over  that  sum  were 
his  percjuisites. 

Jacob  Albertsen  Planck  was  the  first  sheriff  of 
Renssclaerwyck.  Arendt  Van  Curler,  who  originally 
I  came  out  as  Assistant  Commissary,  was  appointed, 
soon  afier  his  arrival,  Commissar}'-General,  or 
Superintendent  of  the  "colonic,"  and  acted  as 
Colonial  Secretary  until  1642,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Anthony  de  Hooges.  Brant  Peelen, 
Gerrit  de  Reus,  Cornelis  Teunissen  van  Broeck- 
elen,  Pieter  Cornelissen  van  ]Munickendam,  and 
Dirck  Jansen  were,  if  not  the  first,  at  least  among 
the  earliest  magistrates  of  the  settlement. 

The  population  of  the  "colonic"  consisted  at 
I  this  remote  period  of  three  classes  :  Freemen, 
who  emigrated  from  Holland  at  their  own  expense  ; 
farmers  and  farm-servants,  who  were  sent  out  by 
the   patroon,   who  judiciously  applied  his  large 
resources  in  promoting  the  early  settlement  of  the 
country,  and  in  assisting  the  struggling  industry  of 
his  people.    To  accomplish  this  laudable  object,  a 
number  of  farms  were  set  off,  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  and  the  adjoining  islands,  on  which  he  caused 
dwelling-houses,  barns  and  stables  to  be  erected. 
These  farms  were  suitably  stocked  with  cows,  horses 
or  oxen,  and  occasionally  sheep,  and  furnished 
with  plows,  wagons  and  other  necessary  agricul- 
tural implements,  all  which  preliminary  expenses 
w-cre  defrayed  by  the  proprietor,  so  that  the  farmer 
entered  on  the  property  unembarrassed  by  the  want 
I  of  capital.    Some  of  those  farms  were  tiien  valued, 
and  an  annual  rent  was  fixed,  equivalent,  \\\  some 
sort,  to  the  interest  of  the  capital  expended  on  their 
improvement,  and  payable  semi-annually  in  grain, 
beavers  and  w:ampum.    Other  farms  were  let  out 
for  one-half  or  for  the  one-third  of  their  produce. 
The  patroon  was  entitled,  at  the  same  time,  to  half 
the  increase  from  the  stock  ;  he  reserved  to  himself 
one-tenth  of  the  produce  of  each  farm,  and,  in 
various  instances,  stipulated  for  a  yearly  acknowl- 
edgment of  a  few  pounds  of  butter.    The  tenant 
was   privileged,  however,   to  compound  by  the 
i   pavmcnt  of  a   fixed   annual  sum   for  the  tenths 
I   of  the  farm,  ox  for  his  halves  or  thirds.     He  was 
I  hound,  at  the  same  time,  to   keep  the  fences, 
i  buildings  or  farming  implements  in  repair,  and  to 
deliver  them  up  in  the  same  good  order  in  which 
he  had  received  them,  subject,  in  all  cases,  to  ordi- 
j  nary  wear  and  tear.    But  the  patroon  bore  all  risks 
i  of  destruction  of  the  buildings,  cattle,  and  other 
!  property,  wliicli  might  accrue  from  war  or  mis- 
1  understandings  witli  the  Indians.    Wild  or  unim- 
!  proved  land  was  usually  leased  for  a  term  of  ten 
I  years  free  of  rent,  or  for  tentlis,  subject,  however, 
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to  be  improved  by  the  lessee,  all  improvements 
falling  to  the  patroon  on  the  expiration  of  the  lease. 

In  addition  to  the  facilities  above  enumerated, 
each  of  the  settlers,  on  leaving  Holland,  was 
generally  furnished  with  clothing  and  a  small 
sum  in  cash,  the  latter  to  be  repaid  on  some 
future  occasion  in  produce  or  wampum  .with  an 
advance  on  the  principal  of  fifty  per  cent.  This, 
however  disproportionate  it  may  now  seem,  cannot 
be  considered  unreasonable  or  extravagant  when  it  is 
understood  that  the  difference  at  the  time  between 
colonial  and  Holland  currency  was  nearly  forty  per 
cent.,  while  between  the  latter  and  wampum,  it  was 
vastly  larger.  The  patroon  was  bound,  at  the  same 
time,  to  supply  his  colonists  with  a  sulucicnt  num- 
ber of  laborers  to  assist  them  in  the  work  of  their 
farms.  As  compensation  for  his  trouble  in  engag- 
ing these,  and  for  his  advances  in  conveying  them 
to  America,  he  was  entitled  to  the  sum  of  sixteen 
guilders,  or  six  dollars,  per  annum  for  each  laborer, 
over  and  above  the  yearly  wages  which  the  farmer 
was  to  allow  such  servants,  and  which  ranged  from 
forty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  guilders  and  board. 

This  sum  provided  these  servants  with  necessary 
clothing,  and,  in  the  course  of  time,  placed  at  their 
disposal  the  means  to  enter  on  a  farm  on  their  own 
account.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  however,  that  the 
first  patroon  seriously  complained  that  his  setders 
not  only  threw  altogether  on  him  the  payment  of 
these  wages,  but  took  large  quantities  of  goods 
from  his  store,  for  which  they  made  no  returns 
whatever,  though  they  were  bound  to  settle  at  the 
end  of  each  year,  and  to  hand  in  an  account  of  the 
produce  of  the  farm,  distinguishing  the  patroon's 
tenths,  halves  or  thirds,  the  amount  paid  lor  wages 
and  their  own  expenses,  so  as  to  allow  him  to 
ascertain  what  his  own  profits  and  losses  were  at  the 
close  of  each  year. 

In  return  for  his  outlay  and  trouble,  the  Civil 
Code,  which,  it  must  be  always  borne  in  mind,  was 
the  fundamental  law  of  this  "  colonie,"  vested  in 
the  patroon  several  privileges  common  to  the  feudal 
system.  At  the  close  of  the  harvest,  the  farmer  was 
bound  to  hand  in  a  return  of  the  amount  of  grain 
which  he  had  for  sale,  after  deducting  what  was  due 
tQ  the  landlord  by  the  lease,  and  offer  to  him  or  his 
commissary  the  pre-emption  of  such  produce.  In 
case  he  refused  to  buy  it,  then  the  farmer  was  at 
liberty  to  sell  the  same  elsewhere.  The  like  rule 
obtained  in  regard  to  cattle.  When  these  were  to 
be  sold,  the  first  offer  was  also  to  be  made  to  tlie 
patroon,  in  order,  we  presume,  that  he  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  retaining  the  stock  within 
the  "colonic,"    Every  settler  was,  likewise,  obli- 


!  gated  to  grind  his  corn  at  the  patroon's  mill,  and 
the  latter  w.is  equally  obligated  to  erect  and  keep 
,  such  mill  in  repair  at  his  own  expense,  for  the 
I  accommodation  of  his  colonists.    No  person  could 
I  hunt  or  fish  within  the  limits  of  the  "colonic," 
widiout  license  from  the  patroon,  who,  on  the  ex- 
change, sale  and  purchase  of  real  estate  within  his 
jurisdiction,  was  entitled  to  the  first  oiTer  of  sucli 
'  property  ;  or,  if  lie  declined  to  assume  it,  to  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  purchase  money,  except  such 
;  mutation  occurred  in  the  natural  line  of  descent. 
Finally,  it  was  his  right,  as  "lord  of  the  manor." 
to  succeed  to  the  estate  and  property  of  all  persons 
;  who  might  die  intestate  within  his  "colonic. " 
I      Under  the  fostering  care  of  its  first  patroon,  and 
the  prudent  management  of  its  local  magistracy, 
I  the    "colonic  of  Rensselaerwyck"  jirogressively, 
'.  though  slowly,  advanced.    Portions  of  its  inhabi- 
tants occasionally  returned  to   "Fatherland'  to 
spread  the  tidings  of  their  prosperity,  and  to  invite 
their  friends  and  relatives  to  join  them  in  their  new 
I  houses,  which,  from  the  abundance  and  cheapness 
i  of  provisions,  deserved  truly  to  be  called  "a  land 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey,"    A  hamlet  gradu- 
j  ally  arose.    On  account,  it  is  said,  of  the  crescent 
j  form  of  the  bank  of  the  river  at  this  point,  this 
I  hamlet  was  first  called  the  Fuyck,  or  Beversfuyck,  . 
I  and  afterwards  Beverwyck,  by  which  name  the 
j  present  City  of  Albany  was  legally  known  until 
i   1664,  though  it  was  familiarly  called  the  Fuyck  by 
the  Dutch  for  many  years  after  the  entire  country 
I  had  passed  into  the  hands  of  other  masters. 
\      iNIr.   Van  Rensselaer,  some  allege,  visited  the 
I   "colonic"  in  person  in  1637.    This,  however,  is 
'  not  certain. 

Adrian  Van   der  Donck,    "a  free  citizen  of 
Breda,"   and  a   graduate   of  the    Universitv  of 
Levden,  was  selected  as  the  successor  of  SheritT 
Planck.     He  entered  on  the  performance  of  his 
duties  as  Schout-fiscaal  of  Rensselaerwyck  in  the 
course  of  a  month  or  two  after  his  api)ointment. 
i      One  of  the  principal  aims  of  the  tirst  founders  of 
j  Rensselaerwyck  seems  to  have  been  to  secure  for 
I  themselves  the  valuable  trade  in  furs,  the  chief 
mart  for  which  centered  at  the  ])oint  where  tliey 
made  their  purchase  and  commenced  their  settle- 
ment.   To  engross  diis  the  more  ctTectively,  all 
fr.reign  and  unlicensed  traders  were  rigidly  ex- 
cluded from  the  colony.     The  [)atroon  and  his 
partners  were  the  only  privileged  importers  of 
Kuropean  merchandise,  the  West  India  Company 
having,  in  ci>nsequcnce  of  the  Indian  War  about 
;  Fort  Amsterdam  and  otiier  causes,  ceased  to  keep 
Fort  Orange  supplied  with  foreign  goods.  All 
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settlers  were  bound  under  oatli  not  to  purchase 
any  peltries  from  the  Indians,  on  pjin  of  iorfeiting 
their  goods  and  wages,  unless  duly  licensed  to 
carry  on  such  trade  ;  for  such  a  privilege  was  ex- 
clusively vested  in  the  patroon.  The  majority  of 
the  settlers  subsequently  dbtaincd  such  permis- 
sion, received  yootls  on  cretlit  from  the  patroon's 
store,  and  "  every  farmer, "  as  De  Vries  observes, 
"became  a  trader."  'J  h.ev  were,  however,  obliged 
to  bring  in  all  the  furs  which  dic_\-  purchased  to 
the  patroon's  magazine,  to  be  sent  over  to  Hdland 
to  him,  he  retaining  as  his  share  half  the  profits. 
This  condition  was  afterward  modified  so  far  as  to 
allow  him  to  retain  only  the  sixth  beaver  and  one 
guilder  recognition,  or  duty,  on  each  of  the  re- 
maining five-sixths.  Competition  raised  the  price 
of  peltries  nearly  one  hundred  per  cent.  Prior 
to  1642  the  price  of  a  merchantable  beaver,  which 
averaged  about  an  e!i  square,  was  six  hands,  or 
fathoms,  of  wampum.  In  the  course  of  that 
year  the  article  commanded  from  seven  to  seven 
and  a  half  :  but  when  the  traders  found  that  the 
agents  of  the  patroon,  as  well  as  the  ol'ticers  at 
Fort  Orange,  did  not  refuse  paying  that  price,  they 
immediately  otiered  nine,  and  in  the  following 
year  advanced  the  rate  to  ten  fathoms  of  white 
wampum  for  each  skin.  A  joint  proclamation  was 
hereupon  issued  by  the  authorities  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck  and  those  of  the  Fort,  fixing  the  price  of  furs 
at  nine  fathoms  of  white,  or  four  and  a  half  of 
black  wampum,  and  forbidding  all  persons  whatso- 
ever, whether  servants  of  the  company  or  residents 
in  the  colony,  from  going  into  the  woods  to  trade 
in  advance  with  the  Indians,  on  pain  of  seizure  of 
all  their  goods.  Another  proclamation  was,  also, 
issued,  prohibiting  all  traders  to  come  with  their 
sloops  within  the  limits  of  the  colony,  under  the 
penalty  of  forleiting  the  same.  And  on  the  follow- 
ing court  day  a  third  proclamation  followed,  for 
the  better  securing  the  monopoly  of  the  import 
trade  to  the  patroon,  by  which  the  inhabitants  <>[ 
the  colony  were  absolutely  forbidden  purchasing 
any  goods  from  the  local  traders. 

At  this  time,  between  .'Sheriff  \'an  der  Donck 
and  Van  Curler  and  the  other  officers  <"if  the  colonv, 
considerable  jealousy  and  ill-feeling  existed.  The 
representations  of  Van  der  Donck  had,  eventually, 
such  an  elTect  on  the  public  mind  that  a  con- 
spiracy was  formed  against  Commissarv-General 
Curler  among  several  of  the  colonists,  who  drew  up 
a  strong  protest  against  that  officer,  which,  in 
order  that  they  might  remain  undiscovered,  the 
ringleaders  signed  in  the  form  of  a  "round  robin," 
affixing   to    the   paper   their   signatures  in  "a 


circle."  This  done,  they  next  den.ounccd  Van 
Curler  in  the  most  vehement  terms.  Some  pro- 
posed driving  him  from  the  colony  as  a  rogue  : 
others,  more  vindictive  and  turbulent,  insisted  on 
taking  his  life.  These  threats,  fortunately  for  the 
character  of  the  settlers,  were  not  followed  up  by 
any  oven  act.  Van  der  iXaick  [)rofo.>sed,  all  the 
while,  an  honest  desire  to  promote  the  w  ishes  of 
the  constituted  authorities.  But,  when  the  time  for 
testing  his  sincerity  arri\ed,  he  was  fwund  wanting. 

It  became  apparent  from  the  ill  feeling  which 
existed  between  Sheriff  Van  der  Donck  and  the 
otlier  functionaries  in  the  colony,  which  had 
already  caused,  in  two  instances,  an  exchange  of 
blows,  that  the  former  could  not  comfortably  pro- 
long his  stay  in  Rensselaerwyck,  or  hold  his  office 
very  agreeably  much  longer.  He  determined  to 
return  to  Holland  in  the  course  of  the  next  year. 

In  September,  1643.  there  was  conveyed  to  New 
Xetherland  by  the  patroon's  ship,  The  Arms  of 
Renssclaemnck,  an  assorted  invoice  of  merchandise, 
consisting  of  woolen,  linen  and  cotton  goods,  ready- 
made  clothing,  silks,  glass,  crockery,  leather,  fruit, 
cheese,  spices,  brandy,  gin,  wines,  cordials,  tobacco, 
pipes,  nets,  looking-glasses,  beads,  axes,  adzes, 
razors,  knives,  scissors,  bells,  nails,  spoons, 
kettles,  thimbles,  pins,  needles,  threads,  rings, 
shoes,  stockings,  gloves,  combs,  buttons,  mus- 
kets, pistols,  swords,  shot,  lead,  canvas,  pitch  and 
tar,  candles,  stationery,  and  various  other  commod- 
ities, valued  at  twelve  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy  guilders,  to  be  bartered  with  the  Indians 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  countr}-  for  tobacco, 
furs,  and  other  produce.  To  insure  entire  success 
for  this  venture,  the  skipper,  supercargo  and  pilot 
of  the  ship  were  allowed  a  direct  pecuniarv-  interest 
in  the  proceeds  of  the  voyage. 

The  system  of  license  introduced  by  the  pa- 
troon, and  the  profits  which  resulted,  had  already 
incited  a  number  of  private  individuals  to  embark 
in  the  fur  trade.  As  a  consequence,  this  staple  was 
altogether  taken  out  of  the  hands  both  of  the  \>3.- 
troon's  and  the  company's  servants,  who  could  pur- 
chase scarcely  a  skin,  while  private  traders  exported 
thousands  of  peltries.  .\  number  of  unlicensed 
traders  now  re-sorted  to  the  coi')ny,  who  drew  the 
Indians  away  into  "secret  trading  places,''  where, 
by  means  of  higher  prices,  they  obtained  posses- 
sion of  the  most  valuable  furs,  "not  caring  whether 
or  not  the  trade  was  so  injured  as  to  render  the 
patroon  unable  to  meet  the  expenses  of  his  colo- 
nie."  Having  thus  '•debauched'"  the  savages, 
these  interlopers  succeeded,  by  means  of  "  wine 
and  strong  drink,  which  they  sold  at  an  usurious 
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rate,"  in  perverting  miin)'  of  the  colonists,  from 
whom  they  got  not  only  pehrics,  but  even  large 
quantities  of  grain,  which  the  fiumcrs  disposed  of 
without  either  respecting  the  patroon's  pre-emption 
right,  or  jiaying  the  tenths,  or  accounting  fur  the 
halves  or  thirds  which  they  were  bound  by  lease  to 
pay. 

To  arrest  these  illicit  proceedings,  the  patroon 
adopted  two  measures  which  would,  he  expected, 
put  a  stop  to  the  injuries  which  his  interests  were 
sustaining  from  the  competition  thai  was  then  ex- 
hausting and  impovishing  his  colony.  One  of 
these  was  the  erection  of  a  fortified  post  and 
tratling-house  on  Beeren  Island,  the  southern 
boundary  of  his  estate,  which,  by  commanding 
the  channel  of  the  river,  would  exclude  all  vessels, 
but  his  own  and  those  of  the  West  India  C'l.impan}', 
from  the  upper  waters  of  the  Hudson.  The  other 
was  to  send  out  a  stock  of  goods  sufficient  to  sup- 
ply, through  his  establishments  at  Be\erw\xk 
and  Beeren  Island,  the  IMohawks  and  River  In- 
dians, and  all  the  neighboring  settlers,  with  what- 
soever they  might  require  in  barter  for  their  pro- 
duce, whether  furs  or  corn.  It  ^vas  with  a  \iew 
to  carry  out  the  latter  part  of  this  project  tliat  the 
ship  Anns  of  Rcnssclaeriijyck  now  sailed  from 
Holland  with  the  above  mentioned  valuable  cargo. 

She  arrived  at  the  Manhattans  while  the  war 
with  the  Indians  was  at  its  height,  and  at  the  mo- 
ment when  Director  Kieft  was  sorely  distressed  for 
clothing  for  the  troops  which  he  had  enlisted.  A 
requisition  was  immediately  made  on  Pieter  Wyn- 
coop,  the  supercargo  of  the  ship,  for  a  supply  of 
fifty  pairs  of  shoes  to  be  distributed  among  the  sol- 
diers, payment  for  which  was  offered  "  in  silver, 
beavers,  or  wampum,  at  such  price  as  the  sufier- 
cargo  might  demand."  But  Wyncoop,  j)erceiving 
that  he  could  sell  these  goods  to  more  advantage 
to  the  inhabitants  than  to  the  Director,  injudicious- 
1}'  refusetl  to  compl\"  with  this  requisition.  A 
forced  lev}'  was  the  result,  and  as  many  soldiers 
were  equipj^ed  with  shoes  from  the  ship  as  "killed 
fi\e  hundretl  of  the  enemy."  'J'he  e\il  conse- 
quence of  Wyncoop's  refusal  did  not  stop  here. 
The  .ship  was  immedialel_\-  overhauled  by  author- 
ity of  the  Director  and  Council,  and  a  ccjnsider- 
able  (|uantilv  of  powder  and  a  number  of  guns 
found  on  board,  wliieh  were  not  enumerated  in 
the  manifest,  and  which  \\'yncoop  was  charged 
with  intending  to  sell  to  the  savages.  These  ar- 
ticles having  been  made  contraband  by  law,  and 
their  introduction  forbidden  on  juin  of  ilc-atb, 
were,  together  with  the  ship,  forthwith  confiscated. 

The  vessel  sailed  soon  after  for  Holland,  whither 


Van  Curler  also  proceeded  to  give  an  account  of 
his  stewardship, 
i      In  the  meantime  Nicolaus  Coom,  "WachtMecs- 
'  ter  "  or  comTuander,  in  the  service  of  the  patroon, 
had  conqileted  his  fort  on  Beeren  Island,  on  which 
j  he  mounted  a  number  of  cannon,  sufficient  not 
j  only  for  its  defence,  but  for  the  complete  command 
1  of  the  river.    A  claim  to     staple  right"  was  then 
j  boldly  set  up — a  toll  of  five  guilders,  or  two  dollars, 
1  imposed  on  every  trading-craft  passing  up  or  down, 
:  which  were  also  obliged  to  lower  their  colors  in 
I  honor  of  Rensselaer  .Stein.    And  thus  a  sovereign 
jurisdiction  was  asserted  over  this  navigable  high- 
way against  all  persons,  save  and  except  the  ser- 
■  vants  of  the  West  India  Company. 

Il  was  the  summer  of  1644  that  the  yacht  Good 
j  Hope,  of  which  Go\'ert  Lookermans  was  master, 
I  sailed  from  Fort  Orange  for   New  Amsterdam. 

i  Passing  Beeren  Island,  the  craft  was  hailed,  and 
I  .  ..  ^ 

\  peremptorily  ordered  "  to  lower  his  colors.  '  On 

I  being  asked  for  whom,   the  commander  replied, 

I  "For  the  staple  right  of  Rensselaerwyck. "  But 

j  the  skipper  refused,  with  an  oath,  to  strike  his  flag 

"  for  any  individual  save  the  Prince  of  Orange  and 

{  the  lords,  his  masters.''     Whereupon  Coom  fired 

j  several  shots  at  the  vessel,  "  one  of  which, "  says  the 

j  record,  "  perforated  our  princely  flag, '' about  a  foot 

j  above  the  head  of  the  skipper,  '•  who  kept  the  colors 

1  constantly  in  his  hand." 

j  Such  an  outrage  as  this  could  not  fail  to  create 

I  excitement  in  New  Amsterdam,  when  the  parlicu- 

I  lars  became  known.    Coorn  was  summoned  to  ap- 

I  pear  immediately  at  Fort  Amsterdam,  to  answer 

I  for  his  conduct.     He  pleaded  the  authoritv  of  his 

1 

I  patroon.    But  this  was  considered  no  justification. 
He  was  condemned  in  damages,  and  forbidden  to 

i 

j  repeat  thi  oftence  on  pain  of  cc>rporal  punishment. 
!  He  was  further  reciuired  to  obtain  Van  Rensselaer's 
'  a[)proval  of  the  sentence,  which  should  be  executed 
;  on  him  without  fail,  if  that  approval  were  not 
!  forthcoming.  This  proceeding  was  followed, 
'  soon  after,  by  a  strong  protest  from  Attorney- 
!  (ieneral  Van  der  Huygens,  against  the  establish- 
i  ment  on  Beeren  Island,  which  was  declared  to  be 
I  inconsistent  with  the  privileges  grantcil  to  pa- 
i  troons  and  lords  of  manors.  No  patroon,  it 
^  was  maintained,  could  extend  his  colony  more 
!  than  sixteen  miles  along  the  bank,  or  eight 
!  miles  on  Imth  sides  of  th-e  river,  while  Beeren 
Island  was  more  than  eight  miles  from  the  limit  of 
the  colonies.  The  boUl  attempt  to  construct  a  fort 
there,  to  command  the  river  and  to  del>ar  Fort 
[  Orange  from  free  navigation  would,  it  was  added, 
I  be  ruinous  to  the  company.      It  was,  therefore. 
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peremptorily  ordered  ihat  no  building  vhaisoever, 
much  less  a  fortification,  should  be  constructed  be- 
yond the  limits  of  Rensselaerwyck. 

But  Xicolaus  Coorn,  Commander  of  Rensselacr- 
Stein,  was  not  to  be  intimidated  by  the  paper 
bullets  of  Director  Kiefts  Attorney-General.  "As 
the  Vice-Commander  of  the  honorable  Van  Rens- 
selaer," he  replied,  "I  call  on  you,  Cornells  Van 
der  Huygens.  Attorney-General  of  Xew  Xether- 
land,  not  to  presume  to  oppose  and  frustrate  my 
designs  on  Bear's  Island,  to  defraud  me  in  any 
manner,  or  to  cause  me  any  trouble,  as  it  has  been 
the  will  of  their  High  [Mightinesses,  the  Stales-Gen- 
eral and  the  privileged  West  India  Company,  to 
invest  my  patroon  and  his  heir  with  the  right  to 
extend  and  fortify  his  "colonie, '  and  make  it 
powerful  in  every  respect.  If  you  persist  in  so 
doing,  I  protest  against  the  act  of  violence 
and  assault  committed  by  the  honorable  Lords- 
]Majors,  which  I  leave  them  to  settle,  while 
this  undertaking  has  nothing  else  in  view  than  to 
prevent  the  canker  of  free-traders  entering  his 
'  colonie. 

In  the  spirit  in  which  this  protest  was  drafted 
were  the  feudal  pretensions  of  the  Lord  of  Rensse- 
laerwyck  asserted  and  maintained  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  patroon's  life.  The  same  policy 
was  steadily  continued  by  his  e.-cecutors  for  several 
years  after  his  death,  which  event  took  place  in 
Amsterdam,  in  the  year  1646. 

With  the  demise  of  the  lirst  patroon  terminated 
also  Van  der  Donck's  connection  with  the 
"colonie."  He  was  succeeded  in  his  ofi";ce  of 
fiscaal  by  Nicolaus  Coorn,  He  did  not,  however, 
quit  Rensselaerwyck  before  experiencing  a  heavy 
loss  in  the  destruction  of  his  house  on  Castle 
Island,  by  fire,  in  consequence  of  which  he  and 
his  wife  temporarily  removed  to  Van  Curler's  resi- 
dence, the  hospitalities  of  which  were  generously 
offered  to  him  by  its  proprietor.  Diftercnces  of 
opinion  now  arose  between  him  and  Van  Curler, 
as  to  the  party  on  whom  the  loss  of  the  house 
should  fall — jne  maintaining  that  the  property  was 
at  the  risk  of  the  patroon,  the  other  of  the  lessee. 
A  quarrel  ensued,  ^'an  der  Donck  gave  Van 
Curler  the  lie,  whereupon  tlie  latter  ordered  him 
out  of  his  house.  \'an  der  Dunck  removed  imme- 
diately to  Fort  Orange,  where  he  remained  until 
the  opening  of  navigation,  whence  he  pro- 
ceeded t'  >  Manhattan. 

Rensselaerwyck  was  the  only  "colonie"  which 
remained  uninjured  by  Kieft's  Indian  war.  As  a  con- 
sequence, its  population  generally  prospered,  and 
sundry  farms  v.  ere  taken  up.     Beverwyck  continued. 


I 

'  however,  in  .swaddling-clotlies  ;  for  the  city  which, 
'  in  1SS5,  holds  about  ioo,cco  inhabitants,  con- 
'.  tained,  in  1646,  no  mure  than  ten  liouses.  Several 
!  farmers  had,  at  an  early  date,  begun  another  settle- 
ment south  uf  Beverwyck,  to  which  tliey  gave 
the  name   uf  Bethlehem.    A  few  bouweries  were 
j  also  cultivated  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  oppo- 
site Fort  Orange,   in  what  is  now  Greenwich. 
Kalskill  and  its  fertile  bottoms  had  engaged,  at 
an  early  date,  the  attention  of  die  settlers  at  Rens- 
selaerwyck, but  the  pretensions  of  opposite  panics 
!  prevented   am-   planting  of  consequence  in  that 
i  quarter;   and  Van  Slyck,   who   had  received  a 
!  patent  for  lands  there,  had  as  yet  made  no  com- 
j  mencement.      The  touiury  between  Rensselaer- 
;  wyck  and  Manhattan,  on  both  sides  of  die  river, 
I  still  remained  a  wilderness.      It  is  true  that  the 
'  Hollanders  had  built  a  fort  at   Esopus,   in  the 
i  year  16 14,  contemporaneously  with  the  erection  of 
!  their  post  on  Castle  Island.    This  possibly  might 
.  have  been  followed  by  the  clearing  of  some  small 
I  portions  of  land  in  that  vicinity ;  but  it  is  very 
j  doubtful  whether  any  such  settlements  survived  the 

destructive  Indian  war  of  1644-5- 
I      Such  was  the  state  r.if  public  atTairsin  Rensselaer- 
j  wyck   and  vicinity  when  General   Peter  Stuyve- 
sant  assumed  the  government  of  Xew  Xether- 
•  land  in  1647. 

i  Johannes  Van  Rens.-elaer,  heir  to  the  patroonship 
I  of  Rensselaerwyck,  being  a  minor  at  his  father's 
■  decease,  the  care  of  his  interests  devolved  on  his 
'  uncle,  Johannes  A'an  Wely,  and  Wc>uter  Van 
i  Twiller,  executors  to  the  last  will  and  testament  of 
j  the  first  patroon,  who  immediately  rendered  fealty 
j  and  homage  for  "the  colonie''  to  their  High 
i  ^lightinesses,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
j  their  ward. 

:  The  immediate  management  of  this  estate  was 
i 

j  entrusted  to  Brant  Arent  ^  an  Slechtenhorst,  of 
I  Xieukerke,   in  Guilderlandt,  who  was  appointed 
Direct'  . r  of  the  Colony,  President  of  the  Court  of 
justice  and  Superintendent  of  all  the  bouweries, 
I  farms,  mills  and  other  property  belonging  to  the 
!  patroon,  at  a  salary  t  f  .seven  hundred  and  fifty  flo- 
;  rins  ($300)  per  annum,  t«>  reckon  from  the  date  of 
I  his  ariival  out,  together  with  a  house,  four  milch 
I  cows,  two  horses,  eight  acres  of  tillage  and  eight 
!  acres  of  pasture  land.     He  was  specially  charged 
to  uphold,  maintain  and  defend  the  freedc-ms  and 
privileges  with  which  the  colony  was  invested  ;  to 
I  promote  the  interests  and  advance  the  settlement 
of  Beverwyck  and  its  immediate  neighborhood  : 
j  and  to  acquire,  by  purchase,  the  lands  around  Kals- 
I  kill,  for  the  greater  security  of  the  colony,  inas- 
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much  as  the  colonists,  through  a  notion  ofacijuiring 
property  in  tliat  quarter,  were  forniing  companies 
or  a'^sociatiijiis  to  remove  tiiillier  and  abandon 
Rensseiaerwvck.  He  was  further  ordered  to  ex- 
plore the  country  fur  minerals,  and  to  report  to  his 
superiors  in  Holland  ^\•hale\•er  success  might  crown 
these  lalxjrs.  Thus  commissioned  and  instructed, 
the  newly-a[)pointed  Director  sailed  with  his  iavnily 
andser\-anis  and  arrived  in  the  cc^l'jny  in  the  latter 
part  of  March.  His  son,  Gerrit  Van  Slechten- 
horst,  was  to  act  as  Officier  or  Schout-liscaal,  at 
a  salary  of  six  hundred  florins  ;  but  he  tilled  the 
ofirce  only  two  months,  when  it  was  merged  in 
that  of  the  Director. 

From  the  moment  tliat  colonics  began  to  be 
planted  by  patroons  in  New  Netherlands  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  Amsterdam  Chamber  became  jealous 
of  their  existence  and  opposed  to  their  continuance. 
They  considered  them  injurious  to  the  settlement 
of  the  country  and  the  increase  of  its  population. 
By  the  repurchase  of  Pavonia  and  Zwanendaal,  in 
1634,  they  took  the  earliest  and  easiest  means  to 
check  the  evil.  In  the  prosecution  of  their  policy, 
they  endeavored  to  induce  the  patroon  of  Ren.s- 
selaersvyck  also  to  cede  to  them  his  rights,  privileges 
and  possessions ;  but,  having  failed  in  effecting 
this,  they  now  changed  front,  and  determined  to 
circumscribe  a  jurisdiction  and  weaken  a  power 
which  they  could  not  buy  oft",  and  which  they 
wished  to  destrov.  Gen.  Stuyvesant  and  Brant 
Van  Slechteiiliorst  were  the  champions  of  these 
hostile  interests  and  opposing  views.  The  former 
claimed  to  be  supreme  ruler  of  the  whole  countrv, 
irrespective  of  the  special  rights  and  feudal  privi- 
leges granted — as  well  by  the  Charter  of  1629  as  by 
the  civil  law — to  the  local  authorities  of  independ- 
ent fiefs.  The  latter,  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  immunities  claimed  for  manors  and  municipal- 
ities in  continental  Europe,  recognized  the  exercise 
of  no  authority  within  his  limits,  save  that  of  his 
patroon,  or  such  as  was  approved  and  sanctioned 
by  his  legal  representatives.  Whatever  orders  or 
placards  the  Director-General  of  New  Netherlands 
might  issue  were,  he  maintained,  null  and  power- 
less, unless  endorsed  and  countersigned  bv  his 
commander  and  executed  by  the  officers  of  his 
court.  It  was  easy  to  foresee  that  pretensions  so 
opposite  could  not  fail  to  lead  to  ciiUision  ;  and 
Slechtenhorst  had  not  been  much  nujre  than  a 
month  at  his  post  when  an  exph^sion  took  place. 

A  copy  of  a  proclamation  ordering  ;he  tirst  Wed- 
nesday in  ;May,  164S,  to  be  observed  as  ageneral  fast, 
and  the  performance  of  public  worsliip  in  the  several 
churches  of  New  Netherlands,  was  duly  forwarded 


I  to  Rensselaerwyck.  It  was  received  by  the  authori- 
I  ties  of  this  j)lace,  nrit  in  that  S]nrii  of  submissive 
I  obedience  which  the  Director-! Jeneral  demanded 
I  for  all  his  orders  ;  but  as  an  invasion  of  the  rights 
I  and  authority  of  the  Lord  of  the  Manor,  against 
I  which  \'an  .Slechtenhorst  forthwith  protested. 

This  proceeding  did  not  comport  with  Stuy- 
vesant's  ideas,  either  of  law  or  propriety.    To  cor- 
rect the  abuse,  he  resolved  to  visit  the colonic,  ' 
where,  accompanied  by  a  military  escort,  he  soon 
after  landed,  his  arrival  being  most  loyally  greeted 
by  salvos  from  the  patroon's  artillerv.  Summoning 
Van  Slechtenhorst,  he  called  in  question  his  pre- 
tensions, and  charged  him  with  infringing  the  West 
India  Company's   sovereignty.     But   the  sturdy 
I  Commander  retorted:  ■"'Your  complaints  are  un- 
just ;  I  have  more  reason  to  complain  on  behalf  of 
rny  patroon  against  you."    The  Director-General 
fulminated  thereupon  a  lengthy  protest,  in  which 
Van  Slechtenhorst  was  accused  with  having  con- 
veyed lots  and  authorized  the  erection  of  buildings 
I  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Fort  Orange,  in  disre- 
gard not  only  of  the  sovereign  authority,  but  in 
contempt  of  the  Director-General's  commission, 
thus  infringing  the  privileges  granted  by  their  High 
?»Jightinesses  and  destroying  the  security  of  the 
fort.    Such  proceeding  was  totally  repugnant  to 
•■  military  discipline  and  tactics."    He  therefore 
I  ordered,  "in  a  friendly- manner, "  a  stop  to  be  put 
I  to  all  building  within  range  of  cannon  shot,  un- 
j  less  specially  ordered  by  the  Lords  Majors.  He 
j  further  commanded  that  no  new  ordinances  affecting 
I  the  sovereign  authority,  or  relating  to  commerce  or 
i  the  public  welfare,  be  issued  without  the  previous  con- 
j  sent  of  their  High  Mightinesses  or  their  representa- 
tive in  New  Netherland,  and  that  no  exclusive 
j  right  to  r.ny  branch  of  trade  be  rented,  nor  any 
grain,  masts  or  other  properly  belonging  to  die 
I  Company's  servants  be  seized,  unless  the  prosecu- 
!  dons  on  such  suits  were  disposed  of  without  delay. 
!  The  practice  of  compelling  the  inhabitants  of  the 
j  colonv  to  sign  a  pledge  that,  as  defendants,  they 
I  shcjuld  not  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  New 
j  Netherland  from  judgments  rendered  by  the  Court 
I  of  Rensselaerwyck  was  pronounced  "a  crime," 
an  infraction  of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  a  subver- 
!  sion  of  the  Charter.     To  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
i  this  illegal  practice,  an  annual  return  b>  the  Direc- 
tor  and  Council  of  all  the  affairs  transacted  in  the 
colony  and  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  was  in- 
sisted on.    .\nd,  as  Van  Slechtenhorst  claimed,  in 
i  direct  contradiction  to  the  charter  and  the  Director- 
1  Generals   conimi.ssion,   to  the  vilification  of  the 
:  latler's    uflice  and   in   disrespect   of  the  Lords 
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Majors,  not  to  be  responsible  to  the  govern- 
ment at  Fort  Amsterdam,  he  was  called  un  to 
produce  his  authority,  either  from  the  Stales- 
General  or  the  Directors  of  the  Chamber  at  Amster- 
dam, for  such  pretension.  Failing  in  this,  the 
Director-General  protested  against  him  fur  disobe- 
dience of  orders. 

Commander  Slechtcnhorst  was,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  his  opponents.  "  a  person  of  slubbi:>rn  and 
headstrong  temper. "  He  was,  besides,  fully  con- 
fident that  he  had  law  and  custom  on  his  side  ;  he 
was  sure  that  he  had  the  instructions  of  his  super- 
iors in  his  pocket,  and  was  therefore  determined 
not  to  abandon  the  rights  of  "  his  orjihan  patroon. 
He  answered  protest  by  protest.  He  charged,  in 
his  turn,  the  Director-General  with  having  pro- 
claimed a  day  of  fisting  and  prayer  in  Rensselaer- 
wyck,  "contrary  to  ancient  order  and  usage,  as  if 
he  were  the  lord  of  the  patroon's  colonie. 

He  accused  the  company's  servants  at  the  fort, 
with  having  cut  without  permission  the  best  tim- 
ber and  firewood  in  the  patroon's  forests,  "as  if 
these  were  their  own:"  and  with  having  ranged 
through  the  whole  colonic,  along  with  people 
from  jManhattans,  "with  savages  by  their  side  to 
serve  as  brokers,"  trading  jjublicly  with  the  abori- 
gines, as  if  the  place  were  their  property  ;  all  this 
without  license  from  the  {latroon  or  his  authorized 
agents,  and  without  paying  either  duties  or  recog- 
nitions. As  for  the  order  not  to  build  within  a 
prescribed  distance  of  Fort  Orange,  it  was  an  ag- 
gression which  could  not  be  justified.  The  pa- 
troon's trading  house  stood,  "' a  few  years  ago," 
on  the  border  of  the  moat  which  surrounded  that 
fort.  That  soil,  with  all  around,  belongs  still  to  the 
patroon  ;  he  was  never  disturbed  in  its  pi^ssession 
until  Director  Stuyvesant  sought  now  "  by  unbe- 
coming means''  to  oust  "his  orphan  heir,"  to 
deprive  him  of  the  benefit  thereof,  and  to  appro- 
priate the  soil  to  himself;  threatening  to  destrov 
the  patroon's  buildings  by  cannon  shot.  Van 
Slechtenhorst  is  hereby  prevented  erecting  "even 
a  hog  pen "  on  the  patroon's  own  land  ;  and 
Stuyvesant  has  become  a  judge  in  his  own  case. 
The  assertion  that  the  objectionable  buildings  en- 
dangered the  security  of  the  f  irt  was  a  mere  pre- 
te.xt.  They  were  more  than  five  hundred  rods 
from  the  fort  or  trading-house  ;  and  it  was  added, 
eight  houses  already  intervcnetl  between  them  and 
Fort  Orange. 

In  kcei)ing  with  that  spirit  here  displavcd  did 
Van  Slcclitenlujrst  continue  his  improvements  in 
Beverwyck.  Another  protest  from  the  Director  at 
Manhattan  followed,  warning  the  patroon's  agent 
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that  force  should  be  used  if  he  did  not  desist. 
But  this  had  the  effect  only  of  calling  forth  "a 
counter  blast.''  No  suit,  he  insisted,  could  be  in- 
stituted, nor  e.Kccution  issued  in  another  district, 
without  previous  consent  of  the  Schout-fiscaal  or 
Court  of  that  jurisdiction  on  the  pain  of  nonsuit  and 
arbitrarv  correction,  and  thercibrc  the  present  pro- 
ceeding was  informal.  The  pretensions  now  put 
-forth  were,  moreover,  at  variance  with  those  which 
had  already  been  promulgated  and  in  contradiction 
to  practice  even  at  New  Amsterdam.  The  Director- 
General  claimed,  in  July,  that  all  the  territory 
within  range  of  cannon  shot  belonged  to  Fort 
Orange  :  now  he  reduces  the  circle  to  the  range  of 
a  musket  ball,  within  which  he  will  not  allow  a 
house  to  be  built,  "notwithstanding  he  permits 
whole  streets  to  be  filled  with  houses  in  view  of 
Fort  Amsterdam." 

This  continued  contumacy  served  but  to  irritate 
the  New  Amsterdam  executive.  The  freshets  of 
the  past  winter  had  nearly  destroyed  Fort  Orange, 
and  the  West  India  Comyiany's  Commissary  had 
received  orders  to  surround  that  fort  with  a  solid 
stone  wall  in  lieu  of  the  wooden  fence  by  which  it 
had  hitherto  been  encompassed.  But  scarcely 
had  a  rod  of  the  work  been  finished,  when  Van 
Slechtenhorst  forbade  Carl  Van  Brugge  "  in  an  im- 
perious manner''  to  quarry  stone  within  the  col- 
ony, or  to  fell  a  tree  either  for  the  repair  of  the 
fortification  or  for  firewood.  The  farmers  and  in- 
habitants were  also  ordered,  contrary  to  the  prac- 
tice of  former  magistrates,  to  convey  any  such  ma- 
terials thither.  The  Company  was  thus  deprived 
of  articles  necessary  to  build  forts,  or  other  edifices, 
and  compelled  either  to  beg  them  from  their  vas- 
sals, or,  "what  is  worse,''  to  purchase  them  at 
enormous  prices.  Whilst  thus  opposing  repair  of 
the  public  works.  Van  Slechtenhorst  actively  con- 
tinued his  own  buildings  "even  within  pistol  shot 
of  P'ort  Orange." 

On  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  General  Stuyves- 
ant resolved  to  maintain  his  authority  by  force. 
Six  soldiers  were  dispatched  to  Van  Brugge's  as- 
sistance, with  orders  to  demolish  the  ofl"ending 
house;  to  arrest  Van  Slechtenhorst  "  in  the  most 
civil  manner  possible,"  should  he  oH'er  any  opposi- 
tion, and  to  detain  him  in  custody  until  he  delivered 
a  copy  of  his  commission  and  his  instructions,  and 
had  declared  that  he  had  no  other.    He  was  finally 
summoned  to  appear  at  Fort  Amsterdam  to  answer 
for  his  conduct.    Orders  were  at  the  same  time 
j  issued,  prohibiting  the  importation  of  guns  into  the 
I   "  colonie  ''  without  license  from  the  Lords  Majors. 
I  Such  arms,  when  imported,  were  to  be  sold  only  to 
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the  West  India  Company  at  a  fixed  price  of  two 
beavers  each. 

The  excitement  produced  in  the  hitherto  peace- 
ful hamlet  of  Bev  crwyck  on  the  appearance  of 
this  armed  posse  may  be  easily  conceived.  The 
oldest  inhabitant  had  not  seen  a  soldier  nor  heard 
the  sound  of  a  drum  in  that  place  until  the  Direc- 
tor-General's visit  in  the  course  of  the  last  summer. 
And  now,  when  another  armed  band  arrived,  witli 
the  hostile  design  of  razing  the  houses  of  quiet  and 
inoffensive  settlers,  they  were  sorel}-  amazed  and 
much  alarmed. 

Those  whom  the  Director-General  had  dispatched 
to  enforce  his  orders,  were  not,  in  truth,  the  best 
qualified  for  the  performance  of  this  delicate  mis- 
sion. They  were  very  zealous  "  when  the  patroon's 
timber  was  to  be  cut,  or  his  deer  killed,"  and  were 
not  slow  to  exhibit  their  insolence  by  grossly  in- 
sulting the  commander  "  when  walking  the  public 
street"  in  company  with  his  deputy,  Andries  de 
Vos,  cursing  them  and  "abusing  God's  holy 
name,"  because  "they  had  not  bade  them  good 
evening.'' 

This  rude  conduct,  and  the  unconcealed  avowal 
of  their  mission,  aroused  the  indignation,  not  only 
of  the  settlers,  but  even  of  the  Indians.  These 
assembled  in  a  tumultuous  and  angry  manner,  and 
demanded  if  "Wooden  Leg,"  in  whom  they  had 
confided  as  their  protector,  intended  to  tear  down 
the  houses  which  were  to  shelter  them  in  stormy 
and  wintry  weather  ?  When  they  learned  that  all 
the  trouble  was  about  a  few  rods  of  land,  they  told 
the  commander  to  accompany  them  home,  and 
they  would  give  him  j)lenty  of  land  "  in  the  Ma- 
quaas  country;"  so  that  "more  kindness  was 
evinced  by  the  unbelieving  savages  than  by  our 
Christian  neighbors,  subjects  of  the  same  sovereign, 
bound  by  their  oaths  to  protect  us  against  insult 
and  outrage. "' 

The  soldiery  were  disposed  to  celebrate  what- 
ever victory  they  obtained  by  firing  a  feu-Jc-joie. 
They  accordingly  discharged  three  or  four  volleys. 
This  brought  the  Indians  again  together.  Slech- 
tenhorst  succeeded,  however,  in  soothing  their  irri- 
tation, and  persuaded  them  to  depart.  They 
returned  shortly  in  increased  numbers,  and 
inquired  in  angry  terms,  "If  Wooden  Leg's 
dogs  were  gone.'"  Thev  were  assured  that  all 
would  yet  be  well  ;  that  they  had  been  mis- 
informed, that  the  houses  should  not  be  pulled 
down.  A  threatening  storm  was  liius  happily 
averted  ;  for  the  Director-General's  rash  conduct 
had  well-nigh  produced  bloodshed,  "and  the  ruin, 
not  only  of  the  '  colonie,'  but  of  the  Manhattans 


and  of  the  Christians  within  this  land,  who  are  all 
at  the  mercy  of  the  savages  — especiallv  had  ih(.-.e 
been  joined  by  some  Christians,  "as  might  ha\e 
I  been  the  case. " 

j      Van  Sleclitenhorsts  indignation  at  this  encroacli- 
I  ment  on  the  patroon's  privileges  was  not  so  easily 
j  removed.     He  gave  vent  to  his  feelings  in  a  long 
;  and  angry  protest.    The  demand  for  a  c<jpy  u{  his 
I  commission,  and  the  summons  to  ap})car  at  F<jrt 
j  Amsterdam,  he  answered  by  calling  for  a  copy  in 
writing  of  the  Director-General's  claims  and  com- 
plaints.     "The  noble  patroon  had  obtained  his 
possessions  and  immunities,  was  invested  by  the 
States-General  with  high  and  low  jurisdiction  and 
the  police  of  the  most  privileged  manors;  and  were 
he,  as  his  agent,  now  so  base  as  to  crouch  before 
the  present  unwarrantable  proceedings,  and  to  pro- 
duce his  commis'-ion,  before  he  had  received  orders 
to  that  effect  frc>m  his  lords  and  masters,  not  only 
would  they  be  injured,  but  he  be  guilty  of  a  viola- 
tion of  his  oath  and  honor,  a  betrayal  of  his  trust 
and  a  childish  surrender  of  the  riglus  of  his  pa- 
troon."   He  could  not,   therefore,  obey  such  de- 
mands, the  illegality  of  which  was  only  rendered 
the  more  flagrant  by  the  unusual  and  insolent  man- 
ner in  Avhich  they  were  made. 

Such  illegal  conduct  betrayed  a  deep  contempt  of 
the  patroon  and  his  court,  as  well  as  of  the  sover- 
eign whom  they  represented.  Those  M'ho  have  been 
guilty  of  similar  violations  of  law  in  Fatherland 
•'  hatl  often  been  apprehended,  and  condemned  to 
bread  and  water  for  the  space  of  five  or  six  weeks  ; 
yea,  were  sometimes  brought  to  the  block,"  so 
jealous  was  every  local  jurisdiction  of  the  least  en- 
croachment on  its  privileges. 

As  for  preventing  timber  being  cut  within  the 
colonies,  "Is  the  patroon,''  he  demanded,  "not 
master  on  his  own  land  "i  Is  he  not  free  to  cut  his 
timber  as  well  as  his  corn  ?  And  can  he  not  arrest 
these,  when  cut  by  others  without  his  permission.' 
It  is  notorious  that  all  the  present  proceedings  em- 
anated from  party  spirit,  had  no  foundation  in  reason, 
and  were  as  justifiable  as  the  complaint  in  .ICsop's 
fable  of  Cousin  Gysbert,  who,  whiht  drinking  on 
a  hill  from  a  waterfall,  quarreled  with  a  lamb,  who 
stood  below,  for  disturbing  the  water  ami  making 
it  mutldy." 

This  protest  produced  a  long  replication  from 
Director  Stuyvesant  and  Council,  whose  power,  it 
was  maintained,  "extended  to  the  colony  of 
Rensselaerwick,  as  well  as  to  the  other  colonies. " 
Stringent  orders  were  is.-,ued  to  \'an  Brugge  and 
Lal)adie  to  prosecute  and  complete  the  repairs  of 
the  fort  ;    to  procure,   for  that  purpose,  limber 
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any\vhere  within  the  liiniis  of  New  Xciherland ; 
to  quany  stones  from"  the  niountains,  rocks  and 
plains,  and  have  theni  conveyed  from  any  place, 
and  in  the  most  convenient  manner,  except  from 
farms  and  plantations  which  are  fenced  and  culti- 
vated, or  about  being  so.  '  The  jurisdiction  of 
the  company,  and  "  the  ancient  and  uninterrupted 
use  of  the  gardens  and  fields  near  the  fort,''  were 
to  be  rigidly  maintained,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
buildings  within  musket  or  cannon  shot  proceeded 
with  forthwith. 

The  Schout-fiscaal  of  New  Xetherland  a\errcd 
that  it  was  long  since  notorious  that  the  Director 
and  Council  had  been  treated  with  disrespect  by  Van 
Slechtcnhorst.  Van  Sleclitcnhorst  was  summoned  to 
appear  at  Fort  Amsterdam.  He  could  have  obeyed 
without  inconvenience  as  "the  river  remained  open, 
the  winter  pleasant,  and  several  vessels  sailed  up 
and  down  during  the  whole  month  of  Novem- 
ber." Now,  however,  to  remove  all  doubt,  the  cita- 
tion was  again  renewed,  and  the  commander  was 
peremptorily  ordered  to  appear  at  Fort  Amsterdam 
on  the  4  th  of  April  next  ensuing,  by  the  first  sailing 
vessel,  "when  he  will  be  informed  of  the  com- 
plaint against  him. "  The  prospect  from  Fort  Orange 
ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  unobstructed,  at  least 
within  circle  of  cannon  shot.  There  were  plenty 
of  vacant  lots  along  the  river,  on  which  the  in- 
habitants could  construct  their  dwellings,  yet  they 
persist,  "through  pride,''  in  building  near  the 
walls.  But  the  truth  was,  it  was  neither  through 
pride  nor  obstinacy  that  the  colonists  at  this  early 
day  persisted  in  clinging  to  Fort  Orange.  This 
post  supplied  them  in  their  feebleness  with  security 
against  the  Indians,  and  they  were  loath  to  forego 
its  protection. 

Removed  from  the  contentions  which  were  dis- 
tracting the  capital  of  New  Netherland,  Com- 
mander Van  Slechtenhorst  was  actively  extending 
the  limits  of  Rensselaerwyck  by  the  purchase  of  the 
Mohegan  lands  to  the  south  of  that  "colonie." 
On  the  4th  of  September,  1648.  he  had  acquired 
for  the  patroon  the-  tract  called  Paponicuck,  in 
exchange  for  some  thirty  ells  of  duffels  and  a 
few  handfuls  of  powder  ;  and  this  spring  pur- 
. chased  Katskill  and  Claverack.  On  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  \\'outer  Van  Twiller  was  boldly 
laying  claim  to  the  control  and  monopoly  of  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Hudson  River  in  behalf  of  his 
ward,  the  orphan  patroon,  and  publicly  announcing 
his  determination  not  to  permit  ary  merchant  ves- 
sel to  pass  Bceren  Lland,  or  to  trade  in  tlie  vicinity 
of  Rensselaerwyck.  For  he  maintained  that  Fort 
Orange  had  been  built  on  the  patroon's  territory, 


I  and  lliat  none — "not  even  ilic  West  India  Com- 
pany"— had  a  right  to  permit  others  to  erect  houses 

I  or  to  pursue  any  branch  of  business  thereabout. 
Feudal  law  and  feudal  privileges  thus  brought  along 
with  them,  into  these  parts,  the  old  feudal  quarrels 
of  Europe  for  the  free  navigation  of  nature's  high- 
ways to  the  ocean,  and  the  question  was,  whether 

j  the  North  River  should  be  open  to  all  their  High 

I  ^lightinesses'  subjects,  or  whether  these  should  be 
debarred  from  its  use  by  the  garrison  on  Beeren 
Island,  now  named  "in  such  a  lofty  way,  'The 
place  by  right  of  arms.'  " 

The  absurdity  of  the  claim  to  the  soil  on  which 
Fort  Orange  stood  was  clearly  established  by  the 
fict  tliat  the   fort   was  built  and  garrisoned  by 

j  the  West  India  Company  full  15  years  before 
the  existence  of  Rensselaerwyck  ;  that  up  to 
the  year  1644  the  West  India  Company  had 
the  exclusive  enjoyment  of  the  fur  trade,  which  the 
company  intended  to  reclaim  "whenever  it  shall 
be  able  to  provide  its  magazines  with  a  sufficient 
store  of  goods."  In  view,  therefore,  of  all  these 
circumstances,  and  in  order  to  correct  a  state  of 
things  of  which  the  merchants  generally  com- 
plained, the  Directors  determined  to  use  their  sov- 
ereign rights— to  the  confusion  of  Van  Twiller, 
"  that  ungrateful  individual,  who  had  sucked  his 
wealth  from  the  breasts  of  the  company  which  he 
now  abuses."  They  accordingly  dispatched  orders  to 
remove  all  obstructions  to  the  free  navigation  of  the 
North  River  and  commercial  intercourse  with  Fort 
Orange.  If  Van  Twiller  should  again  plant  guns 
near  that  river,  they  were  to  be  seized  ;  and  if  any 
person  dared  to  exact  tolls,  or  salt  duty  on  any 
rivers,  islands  or  harbors  within  tlie  company's 
limits,  to  the  injury  of  the  inhabitants  or  traders 
generally,  such  were  to  be  prevented  by  all  means 
possible — even  by  force  if  necessary — as  it  was  the 

:  firm  determination  of  the  Directors  never  topart  vv-ith 

i  these  pre-eminences  or  jurisdictions  to  any  colonists 
whatsoe  er. 

Previous  to  this  date  Van  Slechtenhorst  had 
granted  several  leases  for  land  in  Katskill.  But 
the  Directors  refused  to  admit  the  patroon's  pre- 
tensions to  that  section  of  country,   as  it  had 
alreadv  been  granted  to  another.     In  conformity 
with  his  instructions,   Stuyvesant  now  protested 
against  those  leases,  and  announced  his  resolution 
i  to  oppose  these  encroachments.    The  authorities 
I  of  Rensselaerwyck  were  consequently  much  cm- 
I  barrassed,  and  therefore  remonstrated  tliat  they  had 
1  only  obeyed  the  orders  cf  their  superiors  in  IIoI- 
\  land.     They   therefore   requested   the  Dircctor- 
!  General  to  defer  further  proceedings  in  the  matter 
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until  they  should  communicate  with  their  superiors, 
and  promised,  in  the  meanwhile,  neither  to  send  ' 
nor  allow  to  be  sent  any  settlers  or  cattle  to  the 
land  in  dispute.    Thus  was  impeded  the  early  set- 
tlement. 

In  1 65 1,  the  call  for  a  subsidy  from  Renssclaer- 
wyck  brought  on  another  collision  between  the  au- 
thorities of  that  colony  and  the  Nev/  Amsterdam 
Provincial 'Government.  The  latter  had  already 
peremptorily  demanded  the  excise  on  wines  and 
strong  liquors  consumed  in  die  patroon's  district, 
which  was  refused.  It  was  considered  an  invasion 
of  the  freedoms,  and  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
custom,  of  Fatherland.  The  patroon  had  de- 
frayed, from  his  own  resources,  the  salaries  of  the 
minister  and  other  public  servants,  as  well  as  the 
general  expenses  attendant  on  the  setdement  of 
the  country.  These  had  amounted,  on  the  30th  of 
June,  1650,  to  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-three  guilders,  or  more 
than  ten  thousand  dollars,  no  part  of  which  had 
been  paid  either  by  the  company  or  the  Co-direct- 
ors of  the  colony.  It  would  be,  therefore,  sub- 
mitdng  to  a  wrong  to  consent  to  the  demand 
now  put  forth.  As  it  was  a  matter,  however,  that 
concerned  the  common  interests  of  the  country 
and  the  privileges  of  the  colony.  Commander  Van 
Slechtenhorst  was  commissioned  to  proceed  to 
New  Amsterdam  to  remonstrate  with  the  Director 
and  Council  against  it. 

He  arrived  at  the  Manhattans  towards  the  close 
of  the  month  of  April,  and  took  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity to  represent  how  contrary  to  reason,  law  and  j 
usage  were  die  proposed  exactions.    But  Stuyvesant  i 
was  inexorable,  and  Slechtenhorst  on  his  side  was 
equally  unyielding,  "for  it  was  a  matter  of  great 
importance,  which  may  cause  not  only  tumult,  but  ! 
bloodshed  in  tlie  country."   The  parties  separated  : 
but  Slechtenhorst  had  not  yet  finished  his  dinner, 
when  a  messenger  summoned  him  before  the  Di-  1 
rector-General  and  Council.     Immediately  on  his  1 
appearance  the  authorities  proceeded  to  pronounce  I 
sentence  against  him,  animadverting  in   strong  j 
terms  on  his  conduct,  especially  in  reference  to  the  1 
settlement  of  Katskill.    Slechtenhorst,   no  ways  j 
daunted,  demanded  if  a  man  ti;mld  be  condemned  j 
unheard      The  only  answer  he  received  was  an  ■ 
order  for  his  arrest.    He  was  detained  four  months  j 
at  the  ^Manhattans,  notwithstanding  he  repeatedly  , 
protested  against  his  detention,  and  tiie  authorities 
of  Rensselaerwyck  made  several  applications  for  I 
his  release.    Finally,  seeing  no  prospect  of  obtain-  1 
ing  permission  to  depart,  he  embarked  in  a  sloop,  I 
and  returned  to  Fort  Orange,  having  given  .a  guar-  I 


anty  to  the  skipper  to  see  him  harmless,  should  he 
be  prosecuted  for  having  received  him  on  board. 
It  was  well  for  the  skipper  that  he  had  taken  this 
precaution,  for,  on  his  return  to  the  ^Manhattans, 
his  vessel  was  arrested,  and  he  was  fmed  tv...  iiun- 
dred  and  fifty  guilders  and  costs.  Van  Slechten- 
horst estimated  his  expenses  in  cimsequence  of 
these  proceedings  at  about  four  hundred  dollars. 

Tiiree  years  had  now  elapsed  since  Director 
Stuyvesant  set  up  a  claim  for  a  separate  jurisdicticjn 
for  Fort  Orange,  distinct  ami  independent  fnjm 
that  of  Rensselaerwyck.  Yet  the  question  remained 
still  unsettled.  Lines  were  not  drawn  in  those 
days  with  as  much  precision  as  in  our  times.  The 
Indians  measured  by  the  day's  journey,  Stuyvesant 
by  the  cannon-ball.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  fort, 
as  claimed  by  him,  extended  over  a  circumference 
within  the  range  of  gunshot,  which  he  esti- 
mated at  six  hundred  paces  of  five  feet  to 
a  pace,  a  distance  subsequentlv  estimated  at 
one  hundred  and  fifty  rods.  As  the  hamlet  of 
Beverwyck,  now  becoming  every  day  more  popu- 
lous and  valuable,  would,  by  this  operation,  be 
severed  from  the  colony,  and  as  the  West  India 
Company  could  not  fail,  in  consequence,  to  secure 
the  greater  part  of  the  fur  trade,  to  the  serious  in- 
jury of  the  patroon,  considerable  opposition  was 
manifested  against  Stuyvesant's  pretension.  The 
authorities  of  Rensselaerwyck  maintained  that  the 
fort  stood  on  the  patroon's  soil  ;  that  the  whole 
territory,  from  Beeren  Island  to  the  Cohoes,  was 
his,  and  that  consequently  the  fort  could  have  no 
jurisdiction  beyond  its  walls.  As  for  trading  in 
furs,  or  cutting  timber,  it  was.  they  insisted,  a  fla- 
grant s{)oliation  of  the  patroon's  property. 

Jean  Baptiste  Van  Rensselaer,  the  first  of  that 
fimily  who  visited  this  countr}-,  was  elected  one  of 
its  magistrates,  whilst  this  controversy  was  at  its 
height.  Shortly  afterwards,  an  order  was  issued 
that  all  the  freemen  and  inhabitants  should  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  patroon  and  his  repre- 
sentatives. 

These  conflicting  pretensions  were  necessarily 
productive  of  a  bad  state  of  feeling  between  the 
opposing  parties.  On  New  Year's  night,  some 
soldiers,  armed  with  matchlocks,  saliied  from  the 
fort  and  fired  a  number  of  shots  at  the  patroon's 
house.  Several  pieces  of  ignited  wadding  settled 
on  the  roof,  whith  was  of  reed,  and  had  caused 
the  destruction  of  the  building,  had  not  the  in- 
mates been  on  the  akrt.  On  the  following  day, 
the  soldiers  assaulted  the  younger  Slechtenhorst  in 
the  street,  "and  not  only  beat  him  black  and  blue, 
but  dragged  him  through  the  mud  and  mire  in  the 
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presence  of  Johannes  Dycknvan,  the  company's 
Commissary,  who  cried  out  all  the  time,  '  Let  him 
have  it  now,  and  the  devil  take  him  !  '  "  Philip 
Pietersen  Schuyler,  wlio  had  married  a  daughter  of 
Van  Slechtenhorst,  endeavored  to  save  his  brother- 
in-law.  Dyckman,  hereupon,  drew  his  sword,  and 
threatened  to  run  Schuyler  througli  if  he  interfered. 
The  soldiers  struck  others  of  the  commander's 
children,  and  threatened  to  shoot  them,  but  were 
prevented.  The  friends  of  the  family  were  justly 
incensed  at  this  outrage,  and  menaced  revenge. 
This  coming  to  Dycknian's  ears,  he,  it  is  repre- 
sented, ordered  the  guns  of  the  fort  to  be  loaded 
with  grape,  with  the  intention  of  blowing  down 
the  patroon's  house. 

Things  were  in  this  unpleasant  state,  when  Stuy- 
vesant  sent  up  some  placards  relating  to  the  limits 
of  Fort  Orange,  which  he  ordered  to  have  pub- 
lished  in  the  colony.     Dyckman,  accompanied 
by  six  followers  and  three  soldiers.  "  armed  with 
carbines  and  pistols,''  proceeded   to  the  house 
where  the  magistrates  were  in  session,  and  de- 
manded of  Slechtenhorst  to  make  a  minute  of  what 
he  was  about  to  require.    As  it  was  contrary  to 
law  for  any  man  to  enter  another's  jurisdiction  with 
an  armed  posse,  without  the  previous  consent  of 
the   local    authorities,   Dyckman's   conduct  was 
looked  upon  as  an  additional  insult,  against  which 
Slechtenhorst  protested,  ordering  the  Commissary 
at  the  same  time  to  e]uit  the  ro<->m.     Dyckman  re- 
tired; but,  "as  force  hath  more  to  say  here  than 
justice,''  he  returned  with  increased  numbers,  and  ' 
demanded  that  the  placards  should  be  published  I 
througliout  the  colony  by  the  s«jund  of  the  bell.  [ 
"It  shall  not  be  done  so  long  as  we  have  a  drop 
of  blood  in  our  veins,"  replied  the  Court,  "■  nor 
until  we  receive  orders  from  their  High  Mightinesses 
and  our  honored  masters.  "    But  Dyckman,  never- 
theless, persisted,  and  ordered  the  porter  to  ring 
the  bell.    This  was  opposed  also.     Dyckman  now 
proceeded  to  the  fort,  ordered  the  l)ell  there  to  be 
rung  three  times;  then  returned  to  the  patroon's 
court-house,  ascended  the  front  stoop,  or  steps, 
with  his  armed  followers,  whilst  the  wondering  | 
burghers  stood  around,  and  direc-ted  his  deputy  to  j 
make  proclamation  of  the  placards.    The  latter  1 
was  about  to  obey,  when  ^'an  Slechtenhorst,  rush-  | 
ing  forward,  tore  the  placards  from  his  hands,  "  so  j 
that  the  seals  fell  on  the  ground."    .\nother  l«:>ng 
protest  followed  from  the  authorities  of  the  colo- 
ny, whilst  young  \'an  Rensselaer  facetiously  said 
to  the  crowd,  "(]o  home,  good  friends;  'tis  onl\- 
the  wind  of  a  cannon  ball  fired  six  hundred  paces  i 
off !"  '  i 


On  receiving  the  rei)ort  of  these  occurrences, 
Director-General  Stuyvesant  immediately  dis- 
patched another  placard  to  Dyckman,  again  de- 
claring the  jurisiliction  of  Fort  Orange  to  extend 
within  a  circumference  of  six  hundred  paces  of  said 
fort.  "  and,  in  order  that  no  man  shall  plead  ig- 
norance, we  further  charge  our  Commissary,  after 
publication  hereof,  to  erect  on  the  aforesaid  limits, 
north,  south  and  west  of  the  aforesaid  fortress,  a 
post,  marked  with  the  Company's  mark,  and  to 
affix,  on  a  board  nailed  thereto,  a  copy  hereof.'' 
Within  these  bounds  no  house  was,  for  the  future, 
to  be  built,  except  by  consent  of  the  Director 
and  Council,  or  those  authorized  to  act  for 
them.  This  violent  and  illegal  act.  violating  at 
once  the  rights  of  property  and  of  the  Charter 
of  1629,  severed,  now  and  ever  after,  the  town  of 
Be\X'rw}xk  from  Van  Rensselaer's  colony.  It  was 
not,  however,  quietly  submitted  to  by  the  authori- 
ties of  the  latter,  for  they  immediatel}'  ordered  their 
constable  to  remove  the  posts  forthwith,  "  protest- 
ing before  Almighty  God  and  the  States-General 
against  all  open  force  and  violence,  and  insisting 
on  reparation  for  all  losses  and  damages  which 
might  accrue  or  be  caused  thereby." 

On  the  same  day  the  Court  drew  up  a  long  re- 
monstrance "against  the  unbecoming  pretensions 
and  attacks  of  the  Director  and  Council  of  New 
Netherland,"  in  which  they  denied  that  the  latter 
had  any  authority  over  the  colony ;  they  had 
never  sworn  allegiance  to  the  Company,  much  less 
to  -Monsieur  Stuyvesant,  and  owned  no  masters 
but  the  States-General  and  their  own  immediate 
superiors,  whose  lands  have  been  erected  into  a 
perpetual  fief,  with  high,  middle  and  low  jurisdic- 
tion ;  and  he  who  would  now  destroy  this  must  be 
more  powerful  than  the  Company,  "yea,  than 
their  High  Mightinesses." 

This  paper  was  declared  by  the  Director  and 
Council  "a  libellous  calumnv."  Secretary  de 
HoogC'".  was  called  on  to  furnish  the  names  of  the 
magistrates  who  had  voted  in  tavor  of  it,  and 
threatened,  in  case  of  disobedience,  to  prosecute 
him  for  contumacy. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  question  of  jurisdiction 
presented  itself  in  a  new  shape  to  agitate  and  dis- 
turb still  further  this  infant  hamlet.  .\  negress  be- 
longing to  Sander  Leendertsen  (ilen,  charged  with 
theft,  caused  several  "decent  persons"  to  be 
prosecuted  as  receivers  of  stolen  goods.  She  was 
ordered  to  be  arrested  for  defamation,  and  Dyck- 
man proceeded  to  take  up  the  wench.  Her  master 
refused  to  surrender  her  that  evening.  Dyckman. 
offended  at  this,  told  the  burgher  that  he  had  power 
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to  send  him  and  all  his  family  to  jail;  to  pull  his 
house  down  about  his  cars,  and  trample  it  under- 
neath his  feet,  "  as  it  was  erected  on  the  com- 
pany's soil."  "  I  have  nothing  to  do  with,  you,''  re- 
plied Glen;  "  I  cannot  serve  a  new  master  until  I 
am  discharged  from  the  one  I  live  under."  The 
Commi.ssary  threatened  him  with  Stuyvesant,  but 
the  other  thought  he  should  fare  as  well  at  the  Di- 
rector-General's hands  as  he.  This  retort  over- 
threw Dyckman's  temper.  He  drew  his  rapier  and 
threatened  to  run  his  adversary  through.  But 
Glen  was  not  afraid.  He  seized  a  stick  to  repel 
his  assailant,  who  then  retired.  Xe.\t  morning  he 
was  summoned  to  the  fort  and  f)laced  under  arrest. 
Rumors  now  became  rife  that  Stuyvesant  was  about 
to  visit  die  place,  and  the  Commissary  went  so  far 
as  to  give  out  that  a  new  gallows  was  buildmg  for 
Slechtenhorst  and  his  son,  and  for  young  Van 
Rensselaer,  who  were  put  down  as  the  fomentors  of 
this  rebellion. 

The  Director  was  at  this  time  occupied  in  rid- 
ding himself  of  all  that  remained  of  his  opponents 
at  New  Amsterdam.  The  only  one  undisposed  of 
was  Attorney-General  Van  Dyck,  and  his  hour  had 
not  arrived. 

From  the  moment  that  he  had  been  commis- 
sioned he  was  treated  by  Stuyvesant  with  marked 
contumely,  and  e.\cluded  from  the  Council  for 
over  two  years  after  his  arrival  in  the  colony.  In 
the  exercise  of  his  ofiice  he  was  most  commonly 
employed  as  a  scrivener,  to  copy  legal  pajjers,  the 
drafts  of  which  the  Director-General  usually  pre- 
pared; at  other  times  he  was  "charged  to  look 
after  the  pigs  and  keep  them  out  of  the  fort — a 
duty  which  a  negro  could  very  well  perform." 
When  Van  Dyck  happened  to  object,  the  Director 
"got  as  angry  as  if  he  would  swallow  him  uji;"  or, 
if  he  presumed  to  disobey,  "put  him  in  confme- 
ment,  or  bastinadoed  him  with  his  rattan.  "  A 
series  of  ill-usage  such  as  this  naturally  drove  the 
Fiscaal  into  the  ranks  of  the  opposition. 

But  in  the  spring  of  this  year  a  silly  lampoon 
against  the  Director-General  made  its  appearance, 
and  Van  Dyck  was  put  down  as  its  author.  The 
Council  was  convoked  to  consider  this  mighty 
affair  of  State,  and  a  resolution  followed  dismissing 
the  Schout-fiscaal  from  oflice,  "on  account  of  the 
multitude  of  his  misdemeanors  and  connivances." 
This  resolution  purpurled  to  be  "by  and  with  the 
advice  of  die  Nine  men;"  but  these  repudiated  the 
assertion,  and  declared  "that  they  never  had  an_\- 
knowledge  of  the  Commonalty  as  having  com- 
plained of  \"an  Dyck;  that  they  never  had  agreed 
to  the  resolution  ordering  his  dismissal;  that  Stuy- 


vesant had  passed  it  on  his  own  authority,  and 
that  the  Secretary  had  falsely  apjtended  to  it  their 
names. " 

To  fill  this  vacancy,  Cornelius  Van  Tienhoven, 
the  putative  author  of  the  above  intrigue,  received 
the  appointment  of  Attorney-General;  Carl  Van 
Brugge,  -'an  Englishman,"  succeeded  him  as 
Provincial  Secretary,  and  Adrian  Van  Tienhoven 
became  Receiver-General  in  place  of  his  brother. 

"Were  an  honorable  person  appointed  in  my 
stead,"  says  Van  Dyck,  commenting  on  these  pro- 
ceedings, "  the  false  accusations  against  me,  which 
!  have  been  so  long  resolved  upon  and  written, 
}  might  have  some  semblance  of  truth  ;  but  the 
person  whom  the  Director-General  hath,  on  his 
own  mere  motion,  made  Fiscaal,  is  his  periured 
I  Secretary,  who  returned  here  contrary  to  their  High 
^lightinesses'  prohibition  ;  a  public,  notorious,  and 
convicted  whoremonger  and  oath-breaker  ;  a  re- 
proach to  this  country,  and  the  main  scourge  of 
both  Christians  and  heathens,  with  whose  sen- 
sualities the  Director  himself  has  been  always 
acquainted."  "The  fault  of  drunkenness  could 
easily  be  noticed  in  me,  but  not  in  Van  Tienhoven, 
who  has  frequently  come  out  of  the  tavern  so  full 
that  he  could  go  no  further,  and  was  forced  to  lie 
down  in  the  gutter. " 

Having  thus  disposed  of  Van  Dyck,  Stuyvesant 
turned  his  attention  to  Van  Slechtenhorst,  and  to 
conclude  all  ditTiculties  with  him,  repaired  to  Foit 
Orange  and  called  on  the  authorities  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck  to  state  where  their  bounds  commenced.  It 
was  indifferent  to  him  from  what  point,  north  or 
south,  they  should  start.  The  exemptions  allowed 
them  four  miles  on  one.  or  two  miles  on  both 
banks  of  the  river,  and  he  was  prepared  to  concede 
to  that  extent  ;  but  he  warned  tliem,  if  they  should 
refuse  this  "  reasonable  offer, "  he  would  proceed 
ex-paric.  The}'  replied  that  tiiey  had  no  in>truc- 
tion  to  act  in  the  premises,  and  requestetl  delay, 
until  they  advis^d  with  the  interested  parties 
in  Holland.  The  delay  was  granted  ;  but  the 
question  of  supremacy  over  Beverwyck  was  not  so 
easily  settled. 

Sergeant  I.it>choe    presented  himself    with  a 
party  of  soldiers,  before  the  {)atroon's  house,  and. 
having  stationed  his  followers  at   the  door,  or- 
dered Van  Slechtenhorst  to  strike   the  patr^>on  > 
flag.     The  latter  peremptoril}-  refused    to  obey, 
I  whereupon  "fourteen  so.diers  armed  with  loaded 
I  muskets,  entered  tlie  enclosure,  and,  after  firing 
j  a  volley,  hauled  down  the  lord's  cok>rs. 

Stuyvesant  followed  up  this  act  by  issuing  a  pr^:/- 
1  claiuation  erecting  in  Fort  Orange  a  Court  of  Jus- 
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tice  for  the  Village  of  Bcverwvck  and  its  dependen- 
cies, apart  from  and  independent  of  that  of  Rens- 
seiaerwyck.  This  placard  having  been  affixed  to 
the  court-house  of  the  colony,  M-as  torn  down  by 
Van  Slechtcnliorst,  ■who,  in  return,  pusted  a  pro- 
clamation vindicating  the  palroon's  rights,  and  de- 
nouncfng  the  pretensions  of  those  who  infringed 
tliem.    This  was  removed  by  those  of  the  fort. 

PVom  the  date  of  Gen.  Stuyvesant's  proclama- 
tion above  mendoned  reckons  the  establishment 
of  a  legal  tribunal  in  Beverwyck,  and  consequently 
in  the  present  City  of  Albany.  This  was  April 
lo,  1652.  It  was  an  exercise  of  the  prerogative 
which  followed  naturally  the  high-handed  procla- 
mation of  the  5th  of  ^Nlarch  preceding. 

Van  Slechtenhorst's  reign  was  now  evidently 
drawing  to  a  close.  For  four  years  he  had  man- 
fully defended  the  rights  of  his  "  orphan  patroon," 
and  unflinchingly  contended  against  the  invasions 
of  superior  force.  But  what,  in  those  days,  could 
avail  in  New  Netherland  the  opposition  of  one  man 
against  the  attacks  of  the  Executive.'  Nine  armed 
soldiers  burst  into  his  house  and, without  exhibiting 
any  authority  for  the  act,  dragged  him  a  prisoner, 
"against  all  his  protests,''  to  Fort  Orange,  ''where 
neither  his  children,  his  master  nor  his  friends  were 
allowed  to  speak  to  him,''  whilst  "his  furs,  his 
clothes  and  his  meat  were  left  hanging  to  the  door- 
posts." and  his  house  and  papers  were  abandoned 
to  the  mercy  of  his  enemies.  He  was  next  con- 
veyed on  board  a  sloop  lying  in  the  river,  and  re- 
moved in  charge  of  a  guard  to  New  Amsterdam, 
"to  be  tormented,  in  his  sickness  and  old  age, 
with  unheard-of  and  in.>uffe.-able  prosecutions  by 
those  serving  a  Christian  government,  professing 
the  same  religion,  and  living  under  the  same 
authority. " 

Jan  Baptist  Van  Rensselaer  succeeded  Van 
Slechtenhorst  as  Director,  and  Gerrit  Swart  was 
appointed  Sheriff,  or  Schout-fiscaal,  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck  in  his  place. 

Information  was  received  by  the  patroon  and 
co-directors  of  Rensselaerwyck  of  the  high-handed 
measures  which  Stuyvesant  had  exercised  in  the 
early  part  of  this  year  in  regard  to  their  colony. 
•They  thereupon  sent  in  to  the  Amsterdam  Chamber 
a  remonstrance,  complaining,  ist,  that  the  Direc- 
tor-General had  dared  to  intrude  in  their  colony, 
and  had  commanded  the  patroon's  flag  to  be 
hauled  down  ;  2d,  that  he  had  caused  timber 
to  be  cut  on  the  complainants'  lands  without 
either  their  knowledge  or  their  permission  ;  3d, 
that  he  had  claimed  for  the  West  India  Companv 
the  right  of  jurisdiction  and  property  over  all  the 


land  within  a  circumference  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
rods  of  Fort  Orange,  where  he  had  erected  a  court  of 
justice,  notwithstanding  the  soil  had  been  purchased 
from  the  right  owners  by  the  patroon,  with  the 
jurisdictions  thereunto  belonging,  whereby  the  col- 
onists were  reduced  to  a  state  of  dependency,  ab- 
solved from  their  oaths,  "transformed  from  free- 
men to  vassals,  and  incited  to  disregard  their  former 
solemn  compacts  and  their  lord  and  master 
4th,  he  had,  moreover,  discharged  ."-Sheriff  Swart 
from  his  oath  of  ofhce,  and  obliged  him  to 
swear  allegiance  to  the  company  ;  5th,  demanded 
ccjpies  of  all  the  rolls,  protocols,  judgments, 
resolutions  and  papers  relative  to  the  colony  and 
its  affairs  ;  6th,  ordered  his  Commissary  to  force 
Van  Slechtenhorst's  house,  and  to  toll  the  bell  at 
the  publication  of  his  illegal  placards  ;  7th,  ar- 
rested by  force  and  arms  the  Director  of  the  Col- 
ony, had  him  conveyed  to  the  Manhattans,  where 
he  illegally  detained  him  in  custody ;  8th,  taxed 
the  colony  to  swell  the  company's  revenues, 
licensed  those  who  quit  the  patroon's  service  to  sell 
articles  of  contraband  to  the  savages,  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  exaction  of  the  tithes,  had  raised  a  tax 
by  farming  out  the  excise  on  wines  and  beers — 
"thus,  in  every  respect  and  everywhere  using 
violence  and  infringing  rights,  jurisdictions  and 
pre-eminences,  apparently  determined  tD  take  our 
goods  and  blood,  contrary  to  all  laws,  human  and 
divine  ;  declaring,  over  and  above  all  this,  that  he 
is  continued  in  his  admini>trati(jn  solely  in  the 
hope  and  consideration  that  before  his  departure 
he  should  ruin  this  colony."  The  patroon  and  co- 
directors  solemnly  avowed  their  intentie>n  "  to  em- 
ploy all  lawful  remedies  to  preserve  and  maintain 
their  rights  and  privileges,  and  to  protect  their  col- 
onists against  such  lawless  aggressions,''  and  in- 
sisted that  the  West  India  Company  should  forth- 
with order  their  Director  to  abandon  these 
attempts,  repeal  his  placards,  and  compensate  for 
the  injuries  which  he  had  inflicted.  But  if  the 
Directors  were  of  opinion  that  they  had  anv  iust 
cause  of  complaint,  they  were  then  called  on  to 
appear  in  any  court  of  justice  to  make  good  their 
pretensions  before  our  commcm  judges.  Failing 
to  answer  categorically  the  above  accusations 
within  four-and-twenty  hours,  the  interested  parties 
threatened  to  "complain  where  they  expect  they 
shall  be  heard." 

The  Directors  answered,  in  vague  terms,  that 
they  were  unwilling  to  commit  an  infraction  on 
any  person's  privileges,  But  this  nc)t  being  deemed 
satisfactory,  the  patroon  and  his  friends  addressed 
a  memorial  to  their  High  Mightinesses,  the  States- 
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General,  of  whom  they  demanded  justice  and  re- 
dress. This  paper  was  irrimediateiy  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Amsterdam,  which,  after  considerable 
delay,  returned  a  reply  to  some  of  the  charges 
brought  against  their  agent  in  New  Netherland. 
They  denied  all  knowledge  of  the  patroon's  flag 
having  been  hauled  down,  of  his  colonists  having 
been  released  from  their  oaths,  of  any  of  his  lots 
having  been  taken  away,  and  of  the  establishment 
of  a  Court  of  [ustice  in  Fort  Orange.  The  timber 
was  removed  from  a  place  so  limited  as  to  injure 
no  one,  and  all  complaints  against  the  extension  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  Fort  (  Grange  were  without  found- 
ation. That  jurisdiction  was  determined  "before 
the  colony  of  Rensselaersvyck  was  granted."  "  The 
limits  of  the  colony  were,  therefore,  fixed  above  and 
below  the  fort,  under  whose  walls  the  petitioners 
were  afterwards  permitted  to  shelter  themselves 
from  the  savages,  but  from  this  concession  no  right 
or  title  can  be  imagined  or  acquired.'"  Gerrit 
Swart  was  not  discharged  from  his  oath  to  the  pa- 
troon.  He  was  only  obliged  to  take  a  second 
one  to  the  company,  remainmg  subject  to  both 
masters.  The  demand  of  the  rolls  and  papers  be- 
longing to  the  colony,  as  well  as  the  levying  tithes 
and  excise  therein,  was  authorized  b}-  the  charter. 
As  Van  Slechtenliorst  would  not  ''toll  the  bell." 
on  the  publication  of  the  placards,  it  was  unavoid- 
ably necesbary  that  it  should  be  executed  by  others; 
and  his  arrest  was  imperatively  demanded  in  order 
"to  curb  the  insufferable  insolence,  effrontery  and 
abuse  of  power,"  of  which  he  was  guilty.  The  au- 
thorizing the  sale  of  arms  and  ammunition  to  the 
savages  was  acknowledged.  ''It  was  deemed 
prudent  that  it  should  be  now  and  then  permit- 
ted." 

Having  thus  disposed,  in  one  way  or  another, 
and  as  best  they  coukl,  of  the  charges  which  were 
brought  against  them,  the  Directors  now  assumed 
the  offensive,  and  presented  against  the  patroon  and 
co-directors  of  Rensselacrwyck  a  number  of 
counter-charges,  in  justification  of  the  measures 
which  they  had  adopted,  or  as  an  offset  to  those 
accusations  made  against  themselves. 

They  had,  it  was  averred,  exceeded  their  lawful 
limits,,  and  were  now  called  on  to  record  their 
boundary  lines  in  the  land-uffice  of  the  Company, 
otherwise  the  latter  would  have  the  survey  made 
by  its  own  orders.  They  had  attempted,  againh.t 
all  law,  to  extend  their  lines  along  the  Xurth  River, 
to  monopolize  the  trade,  to  the  ruin  of  private  per- 
sons. They  refused  to  permit  any  vessel  to  pass  by 
a  certain  house,  called  Rensselaers-Stein,  and 
claimed,  without  any  foundation,  the  privilege  of 


staple  right.  They  exacted  seven  per  cent,  duty 
on  each  beaver  and  five  per  cent,  on  other  goods, 
enforcing  these  pretensions  with  cannon  shot, 
which  they  discharged  into  yachts  that  rcluscd  to 
come-to.  They  have  endeavored,  "by  perverse 
machinations,"  to  possess  themselves  of  Fort 
Orange,  and  when  fru>.trated  herein,  they  under- 
took to  lease  lots  in  its  vicinitv  and  erect  buildimrs 
i  thereupon.  "' Thev  had  dared  to  ijrant  commis- 
!  sions  lo  individuals  t(j  sail  to  the  coast  ot  Florida,' 
and  forbade  colonists  to  move  within  the  com- 
pany's limits,  on  pain  of  corporal  punishment,  con- 
fiscation of  property  and  banishment  ;  to  cut  or 
cart  wood  for  the  inhabitants  of  Fort  Orange  ;  to 
j  pay  to  the  latter  what  they  owed  them  ;  or  to  ap- 
peal from  any  judgments  over  fifty  guilders,  as  they 
were  privileged  to  do.  They  declined  to  furnish 
any  extracts  of  their  proceedings  or  judgments  :  to 
make  returns  to  writs  of  appeal ;  to  publish  pla- 
cards, or  permit  such  publication  by  others,  but 
tear  them  by  force  from  the  hands  of  court  messen- 
gers, and  destroy  their  seals  ;  and  if  any  writ  be 
served  by  the  company's  officers,  they  incite  the 
parties  summoned  not  to  appear.  Over  and  above 
all  this,  the  oath  which  the  colonists  are  compelled 
to  take  is  "  sediuous  and  mutinous  :"  tor  no  notice 
is  taken  therein,  either  of  their  High  Mightinesses 
or  of  the  comj)any.  No  report  has  been  made  of 
the  state  of  the  colony,  as  should  have  been  annu- 
ally done,  nor  have  the  instructions  issued  for  the 
administration  of  the  colony  been  ever  communi- 
cated, as  the  charter  required.  "From  all  which 
flow,  as  a  natural  consequence,  an  insolent  and 
overbearing  demeanor,  on  the  part  of  their  com- 
manders, to  their  inhabitants  ;  insufferable  protests, 
injuries,  menaces,  disputes  and  [)rovocations  against 
the  company's  ministers  ;  and,  hibtly,  a  general 
disobedience  of  all  the  company's  commands  and 
ordinances,  to  such  a  degree  that  they  would  not 
permit  the  Director  and  Council  to  proclaim  even 
a  day  of  prayer  in  the  colony  in  the  same  manner 
as  in  all  other  parts  of  New  Netherland.'' 

The  limits  between  Fort  Orange  and  the  colony 
were,  in  1654,  still  undetermined.  Some  conlusi(,in 
as  to  jurisdiction  necessarily  endued,  to  remc^ve 
j  which  Director-(jeneral  Stuyvesant  called  again  on 
I  the  patroon's  agents  to  fix  on  their  point  of  dejiart- 
{  ure.  as  he  was  willing  to  alhjw  thtm,  agreeably  to 
the  charter,  four  miles  on  one  sitle  or  two  on  each 
bank  of  the  river,   "without  the  limits  of  Fi>rt 
Orange.  "    The  magistrates  of  the  C-'lony  being 
unpRpvided  with  instructions  t'rotn  their  superiors, 
recjuested  delay  ;  and  Stuyvesant  seized  an  oppor- 
'  tunii}  which  offered,  shortl)'  after,  to  enlarge  his 
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jurisdiction.  The  Court  of  Renbsebierwyck  was 
about  to  farm  the  excise,  and  demanded  how  fiir 
they  could  collect  tliis  impost.  "^I'lie  answer  was 
an  order  to  the  Court  of  Fort  Oran;j^e  to  collect  the 
duties  on  all  wines,  beers  and  s[iirituous  liquors 
sold  by  retail  '•within  a  circuit  of  uue  thousand 
rods  of  the  fort."'  'I'he  colony  was  hereby  de- 
prived of  a  very  important  source  of  revenue,  and 
fresh  fuel  was  heaped  on  the  old  fires  of  liti.q:aiion 
and  trouble.  As  if  the  elements  of  strife  were 
not  sufficiently  numerous,  a  claim  for  tenths  was 
also  put  in.  Counter-orders  were  given  by  the  pa- 
troon's  officers  to  their  x  inUujrs  to  ref'use  the  pay- 
ment of  the  e-xcise,  on  the  ground  that  the  general 
government  defrayed  none  of  the  local  charges  ; 
and,  as  for  the  tenths,  •'  neither  the  inhabitants  of 
the  colony  nor  those  of  Beverwyck  could  be  in- 
duced, either  by  monitions  or  persuasions,  to  pay 
them.  " 

Commis.sary  D\ckman,  whose  violent  demeanor 
might,  long  ere  this,  have  justified  doubts  of  the 
soundness  of  his  mind,  became  now  so  unques- 
tionably insane  that  the  magistrates  were  forced  to 
represent  his  condition  to  the  Supreme  Council, 
which,  thereupon,  api)ointed  Johannes  de  Decker 
Vice-Director,  •■  to  preside  in  Fort  Orange  and  Vil- 
lage of  Beverwyck,  in  the  Court  of  Justice  of  the 
commissaries  aforesaid,  to  administer  all  the  affairs 
of  police  and  justice,  as  circumstances  may  re- 
quire, in  conformity  with  the  instructions  given  by 
the  Director-General  and  Council,  and  to  promote 
these  for  the  best  service  of  the  country  and  the 
{)rosperity  of  the  inhabitants." 

The  difficulties  about  the  excise  in  the  colony 
remaining  still  unsettled,  orders  were  sent  up  by 
the  Director  and  Council  to  arrest  and  convey  the 
contumacious  tapsters  to  New  Amsterdam.  De 
Decker,  accordingly,  invited  one  of  them  to  his 
house,  where,  on  his  arrival,  he  made  him  pris- 
oner. The  sloop  in  which  he  was  to  be  conveyed 
down  the  river  not  being  ready  to  sail  until  the 
next  day,  De  Decker,  for  greater  security,  lodged 
.his  prisoner,  through  the  night,  in  the  same  bed 
with  himself  Through  the  connivance  of  the 
soldiers  on  guard,  the  tapster  contrived  to  escape 
from  the  fort  on  the  morrow,  and  repaired  forth- 
with to  the  patroon's  house.  Hither  De  Decker 
followed,  and  ordered  him  to  return  to  the  fort; 
but  he-  refused.  The  other  tapsters  now  made 
common  cause  with  the  fugitive,  and,  arming 
themselves,  remained  together  to  protect  each  other 
from  the  emissaries  of  the  law.  The  Vice-Direc- 
tor, esteeming  it  an  absurdity  to  suffer  an  asylum 
for  fugitives  from  justice  to  exist  in  the  very  center 


of  his  jurisdiction,  was  preparing  to  execute  his 
ortlers  by  force,  when  John  B.  \'an  Rensselaer 
pledged  himself  to  repair  to  the  Manhattans  and 
arrange  the  matter  w  ith  the  supreme  authorities. 
To  avoid  bloodshed,  De  Decker  acquiesced  in  this 
prciiosal  ;  but  another  order  arrived  a  few  days  after- 
wards, directing  him  to  send  down  the  tavern- 
keepers  forthwith. 

In  obedience  to  these  instructions,  he  proceeded 
v.  iiii  an  armed  posse  to  the  houses  of  the  parties, 
where  he  again  met  \'an  Rensselaer  and  "his 
associates."  He  summoned  them,  in  the  name 
of  the  Director  and  Council,  to  surrender  and 
accompany  him  to  the  fort  ;  whereupon  they 
each  answered,  "There  sits  the  lord:  he  will 
answer  tor  me. "  Van  Rensselaer  acquiesced 
herein,  and  again  bound  himself  to  produce  the 
tapsters  when  required.  De  Decker,  finding  it 
useless  to  continue  the  discussion,  protested,  and 
Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  proceeded  to  New  Amsterdam. 
Here,  on  his  arrival,  he  presented  a  strong  remon- 
strance against  the  course  which  the  Government 
M  as  pursuing.  Their  exactions,  he  insisted,  were 
contrarv'  to  the  Charter.  Instead  of  the  Directors 
having  any  claim  on  the  patroon,  the  contrary 
was  the  fact. 

The  West  India  Company  had  guaranteed  to 
defend  the  colonists  against  all  violence,  \-et 
the  latter  had  thrice  come  forward,  at  great  ex- 
pense, to  assist  Fort  Orange — first,  during  the  war 
with  the  French  savages  ;  secondly,  in  the 
trouble  with  the  English  ;  and,  lately,  during 
the  unhappy  misunderstanding  with  the  Indians 
around  the  Manhattans.  Whenever  there  was 
any  prospect  of  trouble,  they  were  the  first  to 
appease  the  savages  by  presents.  The  losses 
which  the  latter  inflicted  on  the  colony,  by 
the  killing  of  cows,  horses  and  other  cattle, 
amounted  annually  to  several  thousand  guilders. 
In  addition,  the  patroons  and  Co-directors  main- 
tained, at  their  own  expense,  all  the  ministers  and 
officers  of  the  colon)-.  In  the  face  of  these 
facts,  it  was  manifestly  unjust  to  seize  now  on  the 
excise,  and  to  insist  on  the  payment  also  of  the 
tenths.  However,  to  prevent  all  further  disturb- 
ance, he  was  willing  to  permit  the  payment  of  the 
former  under  protest,  if  the  Director  and  Council 
pledged  themselves  to  refund  the  money,  should  a 
final  decision  be  given  again:U  them  by  impartial 
judges,  cither  here  or  in  Holland. 

This  remonstrance  was  at  once  jironounced 
"frivolous"  by  the  Director-General  and  Council, 
whose  "high  office  and  quality  permit  them  not  to 
sloop  so  low  as  to  enter  the  lists  with  their  subject^ 
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and  vassals,  much  less  to  answer  their  frivolous 
and  unfounded  protests  v.-ith  a  pu.->illanimous  difli- 
dence."  Tlieir  duty  was  rather  "  to  correct  such 
absurd  assertions,  and  to  punish  the  offenders." 
Wherefore,  as  a  public  example,  the  protestor  was 
fined  tweiuy  guilders. 

Having  thus,  as  they  considered,  vindicated 
their  dignity,  Van  Rensselaer  was  informed  that  his 
colonists  were  bound  equally  witli  other  settlers  in 
the  Province  to  contribute  to  the  public  burdens, 
not  only  by  the  very  nature  of  civilized  govern- 
ment, but  by  the  Charter  of  1629;  and  this  they 
ought  to  do,  without  suspecting  any  infraction  on 
their  privileges  or  jurisdiction.  The  excise  due 
from  this  colony,  which  amounted,  by  estimate,, 
to  fifteen  hundred  guilders,  must,  therefore, 
be  paid,  together  with  all  damages  which  may 
have  accrued  by  the  dela}'.  The  tavern-keepers 
must,  moreover,  submit  to  the  gauging  of  their 
stock  as  often  as  the  same  may  be  required  ; 
and  as  John  Baptiste  Van  Rensselaer  was  himself 
the  original  cause  that  the  excise  is  resisted,  he  was 
called  on  to  give  a  bond  of  three  thousand  guilders 
for  the  personal  appearance  of  the  "contumacious 
tavern-keepers;''  otherwise,  he  was  to  remain  at 
the  Manhattans  under  civil  arrest. 

The  Director  and  Council,  also,  insisted  that  the 
colony  was  obliged  to  pay  the  tithes.  If  r^Ir.  Van 
Rensselaer  would  agree  with  some  of  his  colonists 
on  a  round  sum,  in  lieu  of  these,  it  would  be  ac- 
cepted until  instructions  should  be  received  from 
Holland  ;  if  the  Directors  or  arbitrators  should  de- 
cide afterwards  that  the  colony  was  not  subject  to 
tenths,  the  amount  paid  should  be  reimbursed. 
The  assertions  that  the  colonists  assisted  the  Com- 
pany in  its  difficulties  "were  made,  but  not  proved." 
It  is  true  they  promised  to  assist  in  putting  Fort 
Orange  in  a  state  of  repair  at  the  time  of  the 
troubles  with  the  English  ;  but  it  was  not  less  true 
that,  after  having  given  three  or  four  days'  labor, 
",they  left  us  to  shift  for  ourselves."  The  Director 
and  Council  were  entirely  ignorant  of  being  under 
any  obligations  to  them  "during  the  late  troubles.'' 

This  rejoinder  was  followed  by  a  proclamatii.m, 
ordering  all  the  towns  and  colonies  in  the  province 
not 'to  remove  their  crops  before  they  settled  with 
the  company's  commissaries  for  the  tenths.  A 
copy  of  this  placard  was  sent  tor  publication  to  the 
authorities  of  Rensselaerwyck,  but  they  refused  to 
publish  it. 

It  was  during  this  misunderstanding  that  the 
"contumacious  tapsters,"  having  been  ijuaranteed 
by  the  Director  and  Court  of  the  colony  against 
damage,  arrived  at  the  Manhattans  to  answer  for 


their  conduct.    The  plea  of  residence  in  the  col- 

I  onv  and  of  acting  according  to  superior  orders, 
:  availed  them  nothing.    One  was  fined  two  hundred 
i  pounds,  failing  payment  of  which  he  was  to  be  bau- 
!  ished  ;  the  other  was  mulcted  in  eight  hundred 
!  guilders.    Tlie  patroon  subsequently  made  good 
j  both  these  fines.    The  difficulties  about  the  tenths 
!  were  not  settled  until  Jul}-,  1658,  when  the  colony 
i  compounded  for  them  by  the  yearly  payment  of 
j  three  hundred  schepels  of  wheat.        *        *  * 
I      Jeremias  Van  Rensselaer  succeeded  his  brother 
Jan  Baptist  as  Director  of  the  colon}-  in  1658, 
and  administered  its  affaii-s  for  sixteen  years  with 
great  prudence  and  discretion.     He  was  much  re- 
spected by  the  French,  and  exercised  an  influence 
I  over  the  Indians  surpassed  only  by  that  of  Van 
1  Curler. 

I      On  the  change  of  government  and  the  break- 

'  in?  out  of  the  war,  considerable  difficultv  was 

1  .  ' 

!  experienced  in  obtaining  a  patent  for  the  iNIanor 

from  the  Duke  of  Vork.  To  obviate  this,  sonie  per- 
sons of  influence  advised  him  to  take  out  one  in  his 
j  own  name,  he  being  qualified  as  a  British  subject 
,  to  hold  real  estate.  To  his  great  honor  it  is  re- 
corded, that  he  rejected  the  olTer,  tl^r  he  was  only 
co-heir  and  could  not  thus  defraud  his  brothers 
and  sisters.  He  was  a  man  of  great  industry,  and 
i  communicated  to  Holland  an  account  of  various 
occurrences  in  this  country  under  the  name  of  the 
"New  Netherland  Mercur}-. ''  His  correspond- 
ence, fronr  1637  to  his  death,  still  in  good  preser- 
vation, affords  a  valuable  and  interesting  comment- 
ary on  private  and  public  affairs,  and  contains  a 
relation  of  facts  and  incidents  which  otherwise 
would  be  irreparably  lost.  He  died  on  the  12th 
October,  1684,  and  was  foUow-ed  to  the  grave  by  a 
large  concourse  of  mourners. 

The  Rev.  Isaac  Jogues,  a  French  Jesuit,  taken 
captive  by  the  Mohawks,  and  suffering  every  tor- 
ture, finally  made  his  escape  to  Fort  Orange  and 
vi^ited  New  Amsterdam.  This  was  in  1642-43. 
He  was  kindly  treated  in  both  places.  Falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  Mohawks  a  second  time,  he 
was  treacherously  and  barbarously  murdered  in 
October,  1646,  in  the  fordeth  year  of  his  age.  He 
speaks,  in  nearly  these  wc>rds,  of  Fort  Orange  and 
Rensselaerwyck:  "There  are  two  things  in  this 
settlement  *       *       ;  ist,  a  wretched 

little  fort,  called  Fort  Orange,  built  of  stakes,  with 
four  or  five  pieces  of  cannon  of  Breteuil  and  as 
many  swivels.  This  has  been  reserved,  and  is 
maintained  by  the  West  India  Company.  This 
j  fort  was  formerl}  on  an  island  in  the  river;  it  is 
i  now  on  the  mainland  towards  the  Iroquois,  a  little 
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above  the  said  island  ;  2d,  a  colony  sent  here 
from  Rensselaer,  wlio  is  the  patroon.  This  colony 
is  composed  of  about  icq  persons,  who  reside  in 
some  twenty  or  thiriy  houses  built  along  the  river, 
as  each  one  found  it  most  convenient.  In  the 
principal  house  resides  the  patroon's  a^^^ent.  The 
minister  has  his  apait,  in  which  service  is  per- 
formed. There  is  also  a  kind  of  baililY  who  ad- 
ministers justice.  All  their  houses  are  merely  of 
boards  and  thatched.  As  yet  there  is  no  mason 
work,  except  the  chimneys.  The  forests  furnish- 
ing many  large  {lines,  they  make  boards  by  means 
of  their  mills,  which  they  have  for  the  purpose. 
They  found  some  pieces  of  ground  all  ready, 
which  the  savages  had  already  prepared,  and  in 
which  they  sow  wheat  and  oats  for  their  beer  and 
horses,  of  which  they  have  a  great  stock.  There 
is  little  land  fit  for  tillage,  being  crowded  by  hills, 
which  are  a  bad  soil.  This  obliges  them  to  be 
separated  one  from  the  other,  and  they  occupy 
already  two  or  three  leagues  of  territory.  Trade  is 
free  to  all.  This  gives  the  Indians  all  things 
cheap,  each  of  the  Hollanders  outbidding,  and 
being  satisfied,  provided  he  can  gain  some  little 
profit. " 

Most  who  came  over  in  the  eaily  years  of  New 
Netherlands  came  because  they  were  not  wanted  at 
home.  They  belonged  to  the  over-plus  class  who 
have  no  steady  employment,  no  fixed  homes,  no 
friends,  no  character.  They  shipped  as  servants, 
as  farmers  and  planters.  But  of  these  last  there 
were,  as  to-da}-,  various  grades.  So  was  it  with 
the  numbers  who  came  as  hunters,  trappers  and 
traders.  Fishermen  and  sadors  and  soldiers  were 
represented.  Also  some  mechanics  ;  as  we  find 
men  registered  as  tailors,  shoemakers,  bakers, 
coopers,  carpenters,  masons,  painters,  wheel- 
wrights and  rope-makers.  But  few  were  master 
mechanics  among  these  fir>t  settlers  of  Rensse- 
laerwyck.  The  maltster  and  brewer  are  specially 
noted.  The  clerk  at  Fort  Orange  is  named,  and 
so  is  a  surgeon,  Stacs,  by  name,  in  1642,  and  a 
Consoler  of  the  Sick,  who  is  said  to  have  served 
as  a  teacher  of  boys  when  he  had  nothing  else 
to  do.  The  girls  in  that  day  were  not  often  taught 
"book  learning."  The  schoolmaster  is  referred 
to  a  few  times  in  that  elder  day ;  but  he  had  only 
a  name  to  live.  Trading  in  f^rs  paid  better 
than  teaching.  The  clergyman  will  be  spoken 
of  further  on.  As  nearly  as  we  can  make  out, 
the  first  was  sent  over  by  the  patroon,  and  had 
but  little  encouragement  among  a  people  who  had 
no  religion,  and  cared  for  neither  grace  nor  learn- 
ing.   We  do  not  include  the  leaders  and  public 


:  officers  in  these  statements.    Some  of  them  were 
I  men  of  marked  ability.    Among  the  later  comers 
i  we   find   women,   wives,    maidens,   nurses  and 
servants  mentioned. 

The  early  immigrants  to  New  Netherlands  are 
generally  spoken  of  ns  Hollanders,  or  Dutch.  Un- 
'  doubledly  this  is  true  of  the  majority.  But  not  a 
small  proportion  are  known  to  have  been  Wal- 
loons, or  French  Protestants  of  like  faith  with  the 
Huguenots.  Few  came  after  the  English  conquest. 
:  But  among  those  who  came  over  in  ships  before 
that  time  as  traders,  farmers,  trappers  and  servants, 
we  find  Swedes,  Danes,  Norwegians,  Swiss,  Portu- 
^  guese,  Scotch,  and  men  from  Friesland,  Ham- 
burgh and  Bremen;  from  Picardy,  Calais  and  Paris; 
from  Utrecht  and  Normandy,  and  a  few  other 
places.  None  are  named  from  England.  They 
went  to  Virginia  or  New  England.  The  Catholic 
French  went  to  Canada  and  Arcadia:  the  Spaniards 
to  South  America  and  INIexico. 

STUYVESANT    AND    THE  ENGLISH 
CONQUEST. 

The  stormy  administration  of  Peter  Stuyvesant 
had  come  to  its  end.  The  imperious  and  arrogant 
autocrat  was  humiliated.  One  man  had  come  with 
a  power  which  his  threats  could  not  alarm;  who 
could  not  be  arrested  and  imprisoned  at  his 
bidding. 

In  the  learning  of  his  day,  Stuyvesant  was  su- 
perior to  the  other  Directors-General  of  the  West 
India  Company.  He  was  far  above  Van  Twiller 
and  Kieft  in  character.  We  believe  he  was  honest, 
clean,  and  even  religious.  His  self-reliant  energy 
of  character  made  him  a  man  of  extraordinary  ad- 
'  ministrative  ability.  But  his  impetuous  self-will 
made  his  conduct  sometimes  reckless,  and  seem- 
ingly unscrupulous. 

He  had  much  to  do,  as  he  must  have  seen,  to 
organize  a  government  made  up  of  such  ill-assorted 
materials  as  New  Netherlands.     Here  were  con- 
j  gregated  men  of  all  nations,  with  no  other  pur- 
:  pose  but  gain — gain  regulated  as  little  as  possible 
i  by  law.     He  had  succeeded  the  stupid  and  avari- 
cious Van  Twiller  antl  the  cowardly  and  wicked 
Kieft,  both  despised  by  all  that  had  to  do  with 
them.     He  had  much  to  mend. 

He  derived  all  his  authority  from  "the  Com- 
'  pany, "  which  was  subordinate,  in  some  respects,  to 
the  "States  General."  He  was  determined  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  his  employers.  His  under 
officers  he  literally  kefit  under  himself— not  often 
asking  or  regarding  their  opinions.  He  treated 
them  as  servants;  he  did  not  make  them  friends. 
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The  people  were  so  far  removed  from  him  in  every 
point  tliat  could  ever  awaken  sympathy  and  c  mli- 
dence,  that  he  treated  them  only  as  cattle.  It  is 
true  he  thought  they  needed  schoolmasters  and  re- 
ligious teachers;  but  he  did  little  to  brinj;  them 
under  their  influence.  He  had  no  respect  for  the 
laboring  classes,  except  that  the\-  serve  and  obey. 
This  they  could  do  in  silence,  while  they  feared 
and  hated  the  oppressor. 

Then  came  in  another  clement,  the  English — 
English  from  England  or  New  England  ;  all  die 
same.  He  had  learned  something  of  their  charac- 
ter, and  would  like  them  as  subjects.  He  admired 
their  intelligence  and  energy.  He  needed  it.  But 
he  feared  tiieir  indomitable  push  and  inflexible  lo\e 
of  freedom.  But  they  came,  encouraged  by  him, 
and  soon  occupied  lands  upon  Long  Inland,  and 
any  place  of  profit  or  power  which  they  could  find 
open  in  New  Amsterdam.  When  ' '  Peter  the  Head- 
strong'"  opened  his  gates  to  these  people,  he  received 
into  his  fort  the  Wooden  Horse. 

When  Stuyvesant  came  into  power,  in  1647,  the 
whole  population  of  New  Netherlands  amounted  to 
about  one  thousand  souls,  a  foiling  off,  since  1643, 
of  2,000  under  Kieft's  foolish  reign,  while  the  New 
England  colonies  had  increased  in  about  the  same 
number  of  year.s,  to  nearly  60,000.  And  these 
"Yankees"  were  free-born  Englishmen  who  had 
their  free  churches,  and  their  free  schools,  and  at- 
tended them  ;  who  cherished  dieir  homes  and  tilled 
their  lands  ;  who  made  their  own  laws  and  chose 
their  own  men  to  execute  them.  While  theyloveil 
their  own -homes,  they  were  ahvavs  seeking  to  make 
them  better;  when  they  sought  new  places,  it  was 
to  make  them  better  than  the  old.  They  took  with 
them  their  principles  and  their  institutions,  and  did 
the  best  they  could  with  them,  with  no  unnecessary 
delay,  no  timid  lack  of  self  assertion. 

Coming  to  [Manhattan,  few  at  a  time,  vet  rajjidl}' 
increasing  compared  with  the  Hollanders,  using 
the  present,  and  waiting  for  the  future,  they  solved 
the  problem  of  English  sovereigntv  in  1664,  and  of 
free  government  about  one  hundred  years  later. 

While  Stuyvesant  was  successfully  reducing  the 
.savage  Indians  near  Manhattan  and  at  Esopiis,  and 
removing  the  inoffensive  Swedes  on  the  Delaware  ; 
while  he  was  vainly  endeavoring  to  subject  Con- 
necticut, and  violently  resisting  the  claims  of  the 
patroon  of  Rensselaerwyck,  and  quarreling  with  his 
own  officers  at  New  Amsterdam,  he  was  losing 
what  he  ought  to  have  seen  he  would  lose,  the 
affection  and  respect  of  all  classes.  All  men  of  his 
character  are  blind.  His  liouse  was  a.  house  divitl- 
ed  against  itself    The  struggle  for  popular  rights 


i  was  deeper  and  stronger  than  he  knew.      It  was 

jK-nt  up  much  in  men's  minds.  It  slept  as  s!eei)s 
the  mighty  earthquake.  It  kej)!  up  a  constant 
muttering  like  distant  thunder. 

The  election  of  eighteen  "respectable  pensons, " 
from  whom  the  Governor  selected  a  Privy  Council 
of  "  Nine  men,"  was  a  gain  for  the  people,  e\en  if 
they  had  power  to  give  advice  only  when  it  was  asked. 
The  establishment  of  a  republic  in  England,  as  brief 
and  faulty  as  it  wa.s,  after  the  beheading  of  Charles 
I,  in  1649,  produced  a  profound  sensation  all  over 
the  then  civilized  world.  It  was  felt  in  New  Nether- 
lands because  it  was  felt  in  Holland  and  in  New 
England.    Tyranny  quaked  ;  freedom  gained. 

When  the  people  openly  discus.sed  the  wicked- 
ness of  Kieft,  Stuyvesant  became  alarmed  that  they 
had  come  to  this,  that  the  acts  of  Governors  could  be 
criticized.  When  the  "Nine  men"  severely  cen- 
sured Go\',  Stu}  vesant  himself  for  his  trading  in  fire- 
arms, and  other  articles,  "both  lawful  and  contra- 
band,'' and  even  sent  to  the  Fatherland  a  remon- 
strance against  the  habit  of  arresting,  of  confiscating, 
and  covetous  speculations  in  trade  and  manufac- 
tures, he  became  still  more  alarmed.  The  "States" 
rebuked  him  for  his  course.  "The  Company" 
sustained  him.  Thus  the  contlict  went  on.  We 
need  not  further  detail  matters  that  did  not  im- 

I  mediately  affect  Beverw_\ck  and  I\.ensselaerwyck. 
These  tletails  belong  to  general  historv.  We  here 
only  indicate  the  causes  at  work  to  bring  an  end 
to  the  government  of  Stuyvesant  and  the  Province 
of  New  Netherland  at  the  same  time. 

In  another  place  we  have  spoken  of  the  English 
claim.  England  had  never  yielded  this  claim.  It 
had  only  awaited  its  opportunity.  The  English 
Revolution  of  1 649  was  ended,  and  harmony  was 
re-established  in  the  person  of  Charles  II.  The 
good-natured  King  had  kindly  given  to  his  brother 

i  James  all  the  territory  that  had  been  occupied  and 
governed  under  the  name  of  New  Netherlands. 
This  was  done  on  the  12th  of  ]\Iarch,  1664,  thus 

I  expelling  Holland  from  the  New  World.    The  time 

,  had  come  to  take  possession. 

I  The  province  had  fully  lo.ooo  inhabitants  ;  and 
j  New  Auisterdani  hail  grown  up  to  a  population  of 
i  1,500.  There  was  general  >atislaction  among  the 
j  people,  with  their  land>  and  their  trade.  But  they 
I  did  not  like  the  govuriinicnt.  They  were  ready  for 
■  a  change,  hoping  for  s'.nnethi ng  belter. 

The  Duke  of  York  phiceil  Col.  Richard  Nicolls 
'  in  Louiniand  of  the  e.\i>edition  to   "reckice  the 

Dutcli  to  subjection."  and  establish  hi^  claim. 
On  the  3 1st  of  July,  1664,  Gov.  Stuyvesant  had 

gone  up  to  Fort  Orange  for  rest  and  bu^ine>.>,  not 
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dreaming  ol  ihc  a[)i)roach  of  an  KiiLflish  squadron,  i 
Soon  he  was  recalled  by  a  niesseni^er.    He  relurncd  i 
August  25U1,  to  find  business  !.usi)cndeil  and  gen- 
eral alarm  in  New  Amsterdam.    'Idicre  were  lour  ' 
English  frigates  in  the  bay.  near  Sandy  Hook  :  and 
a  few  days  later  three  more  were  seen  in  Xyack  15ay.  i 
The  excited  chief  magistrate  sent  for  hel[)  to  Fort 
Orange  ;  but  it  was  too  late. 

Beverwyck  and  Rensselaerw)ck  coukl  send  no  [ 
help.  Tlie  defenses  of  New  Amsterdam  were  not  ] 
equal  to  a  siege.  Its  crumbling  fort  was  buill  only  i 
as  a  p)rotection  against  the  hatchets,  arrcjws  ami  [ 
musket  balls  of  the  savages  ;  the  enclosure  was  un-  ; 
protected  by  ditch  or  palisade  :  there  were  not  500  1 
pounds  of  powder  ;  not  a  well  of  water  in  the  fort,  | 
and  provisions  were  low.  The  small  garrison  was  I 
composed  of  the  off-scourings  of  Europe,  worthless,  { 
dis-s'olute  men,  ready  to  fight  for  pay  under  any  | 
banner.  i 

Worse  than  all,  the  Go\-ernor  liad  not  the  su[)port  | 
of  his  Council  or  of  the  citizens.  The  perenqitory  ; 
summons,  made  August  30th,  to  surrender,  was,  i 
after  a  brief  delav,  in  useless  remonstrance  with 
Commander  Nicolls.  reluctantly  heeded  with-  | 
out  bloodshed.  On  the  8th  of  September,  Stuyves-  | 
ant  signed  the  articles  of  surrender,  and  the  Eng-  j 
lish  took  formal  possession  in  tlie  name  of  James,  i 
Duke  of  York  and  Albany.  New  Amsterdam  was  j 
named  New  York,  and  Fort  Amsterdam  was  : 
named  Fort  James.  ! 

Fort  Orange  next  received  attention.  The  at- 
tempt of  Johannes  de  Decker,  who  hurriedly  took 
a  trip  up  the  Hudson  to  persuade  the  garrisrm  of 
Fort  Orange  an(_l  the  [)eople  of  its  vicinity  to  resist  1 
any  demand  for  surrender  which  the  Englisli  might 
make,  was  fruitless. 

On  Wednesday,  September   icth.  Nicolls  sent  ; 
Sir  George  Cartwright,  with  a  small  comj)any  ot 
soldiers,    to    Fort    Orange    with    the  following 
orders :  ■        . ' 

"To  die  present  Deputy  Governor  or  the  magis-  I 
trates  and  inhabitants  of  Ffort  ,\urania:  j 

"These  are      will  and  re(]aire  )'OU  and  esery  of  ; 

you  to  bee  ayding  and  assisting  Col.  George  Cart-  j 

wright  in  the  prosecution  of  his  Majesty's  interest  j 

against  all  such  of  what  nation  so-ever  a,s  shall  op-  j 

pose  the  peaceable  surrender  and  (|uiet  possession  1 

of  the  flort  Aurania,  and   to  obey  him,  the  .><aid  | 

George  Cartwright,  according  to  such  instructions  j 

as  I  have  givi^n  him  in  i.a>e  of  the  Mohawks  or  ' 

other  Indians  sliall  attempt  anything  against  the  ■ 

lives,  crooils  or  chattels  of  thusc  who  are  now  under  : 
■  ....  I 

the  protection  and  obedience  ol  his  Majesty  of  \ 

Great  Briltaine  ;  wherefore  }'ou  nor  any  of  you  are  j 


to  fayle  as  you  will  answer  the  contrary  at  your 
utmost  ]>erills. 

"Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  att  Ffort  Jamc*s 
in  New  Yorke  on  Manhattans  Island,  this  icth  day 
of  Septendier,  1664. 

K.  Nicolls." 

When  the  paper  of  Col.  Nici_>lls  was  |)rescnted  to 
the  \'ice-Director,  John  tie  La  Montague,  on  the 
24th  of  September,  lie  quietly  surrendered  Fort 
Orange  to  Col.  Cartwright.  The  names  of  Bever- 
wyck N'illage  and  Fort  Orange  were,  at  once, 
changed  to  Albanw  Fort  Alban}'  was  manned  bv 
English  soldiers,  and  Capt.  John  Manning  was  put 
in  command.  Dirck  ^'an  Schellu\ ne,  \^'ho  had  held 
the  olTice  in  Beverwyck,  was  made  Clerk  of  the 
Court  of  Alban\',  which  had  l)een  established  b_\" 
Stu_\'vesant.  Jeremias  \'an  Rensselaer  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  King  Charles  II.  of  England  antl 
the  Proprietor  James. 

Thus  we  ha\'e  brought  down  the  Ci\  il  histor\'  of 
New  Netherlands,  so  far  as  connected  with  that  of 
Albany  County,  to  the  English  Conquest  of  1664. 
With  all  his  great  faults,  there  is  much  to  admire  in 
the  character  of  Peter  Stuyvesant.  He  did  his  best, 
under  most  trying  circumstances,  to  serse  faidi- 
fully  his  government.  He  was  true  to  the  last. 
After  he  found  everything  against  him,  he  settled 
down,  a  peaceful  citizen,  anel  li\ed  a  secluded  life, 
on  his  own  "Binverie, "  in  the  City  <A  New  York, 
ami  there  died  in  1672.  His  remains  ^\•ere  en- 
tombed at  his  Chapel  in  the  I>i_i\very,  where  is  now 
St.  Mark's  Church. 

His  country  vindicated  his  conduct.  But  what- 
ever good,  in  the  Providence  of  G'^ul,  may  have 
grr;wn  out  of  them  in  the  history  of  our  Nation, 
there  is  but  one  voice  among  the  careful  students  of 
histury.  in  reviewing  the  transactions  of  the  English 
government  at  this  time,  and  that  is  one  of  the 
severest  condemnation. 

ORGANIZATION  AND  DIYISION  OF  THE 
COUNTY. 

On  the  r 7th  of  October,  1683,  the  first  "General 
Assembly  '  of  the  "Colony  of  iNcw  York,  "  chosen 
by  "the  planters  or  inhabitants  of  every  part 
of  the  government,"  met  at  Fort  James,  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  with  "free  lii)erty  to  consult 
anil  debate  among  themselves  all  matters  as  shall 
be  apprehended  proper  to  be  established  for  laws 
for  the  good  government  of  the  said  Colony  of  New 
Yi>rk  and  its  dependencycs.  " 

The  warrants  calling  this  assembly  were  issued 
by  Lt.  Gov.  Thomas  Dongan  and  council,  on  the 
i3ih  of  September  preceding.    'I"he  Duke  of  York 
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and  Albany  had  given  his  unwilHni^  consent  in 
obedience  to  the  ch^mors  of  the  people,  the  wise 
counsel  of  William  Penn,  and  his  own  self  interest. 
Coming  to  the  throne  of  England  as  James  II,  in 
1685,  he  withdrew  his  consent  and  dissolved  the 
assembly  the  year  after. 

But  the  people  had,  after  years  of  struggle,  met 
in  lawful  assembly  ami  put  on  record,  in  fating 
words,  the  "Charter  of  Liberties  and  Privileges,  " 
such  as  they  would  have,  and  jtassed  other  laws. 
They  had  placed  New  York  b_\'  the  sitle  of  Virginia 
and  IMassachusetts  in  the  claim  for  heaven-born 
rights. 

Among  odier  similar  warrants,  it  was  "ordered 
that  the  Sheriff  of  Albany  and  Rancelaers  Colony 
cause  the  freeholders  to  meet  and  choose  two  per- 
sons to  be  their  representatives  in  the  General 
Assembly,  to  be  holden  at  the  City  of  New  York, 
Octobr  ye  I  7tli,  16S3." 

It  would  be  interesting  io  know  \shen,  where, 
and  how  these  "office  holders  voted  at  this,  their 
first  general  election  in  this  county  ;  but  history  is 
silent  on  this  point,  nor  can  the  names  of  the  "two 
representatives  '  be  found.  The  journals  of  this 
assembl}'  are  lost.  Richard  Prett}'.  who  served  the 
warrant,  an  Englishman,  was  the  ."^heritT  from  Oct. 
16S0  to  ]\Iarch  i6yi.     He  died  in  1695. 

Among  the  Acts  passed,  was  one  "  To  divide 
this  province  and  dependencyes  into  shires  and 
countyes," — "for  the  better  governing  and  setling 
the  courts  in  the  same. "  It  was  also  enacted,  ' '  that 
there  shall  be  yearly  and  every  year,  an  High  Sher- 
riffe  constituted  and  commissionated  for  each  countv, 
and  that  each  Sherriffe  may  have  his  under  Sher- 
riffe  Deputy  or  Deputies.  '  Ail  laws  had  the  con- 
currence of  the  Governor  and  Council,  who  were 
in  session  at  the  same  time. 

This  Act,  ilated  Nov.  i,  16S3,  divided  the  pro- 
vince into  twelve  counties,  viz  :  New  York,  West 
Chester,  Ulster,  Albany,  Dutchess,  Orange,  Rich- 
mond, Kings,  Queens.  Sufi'olk,  Dukes,  and  Corn- 
wall, the  two  latter  taking  their  territory  in  Massa- 
chusetts and  ]Maine. "The  County  of  Albanv  to 
containe  the  Towns  of  Albany,  the  Collonv  Rens- 
laerw}  ck,  Schonectetla,  and  all  the  villages,  neigh- 
borhoods, and  Christian  Planta(;ons  on  the  east 
side  of  Hudson  Ri\er  fn.m  Roelof  Jansen's  Creeke, 
and  on  the  west  side  from  Sawyer  s  Creeke  to  the 
Sarragh^iga. " 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  names  of  these  counties 
are  English.  Subsequent  divisions  gave  names 
very  largely  in  honor  of  our  own  patriots  and 
statesmen,  while  a  few  preserve  the  memorv  of  our 


nadve  Indian  tribes.    The  Scotch  title  of  King 
James  II.  gave  name  to  Albany  County. 
'      At  a  session  of  the  Council,  held  at  Fort  William 
\  Henry,  in  New  York  City.  Oct.  i.  1691,  another 
"  Bill  for  dividing  this  prov  ince  and  depenilanc\  es 
into  shires  and  counties  '  was  enacted,  chief!}' 
i  confirmatory  of  the  above.      In   describing  the 
I  Cc)unty  ol"  Albany,  there  was  the  omission  of  "the 
!  Town  of  .Albany ;"  a  substitution  of  "  Mannor  of 
j  Ranslaerswyck,''  for  the  "  Collony  ofRenslaerwyck,  ' 
I  and  "to  the  uttermost  end  of  Sarraghtoga, instead 
I  of  "  to  the  Sarraghtoga. " 

At  a  session  of  the  Council,  held  at  Fort  George, 
i  in  New  York  City,  May  27,  171  7,  the  county  was 
I  further  enlarged  by  "An  Act  for  annexing  that  part 
of  the  Mannor  of  Livingston  which  now  lyes  in 
i   Dutchess  County,  unto  the  County  of  Albany.  " 
I      The  Counties  of  Dukes,  consisting  of  Nantucket, 
Martha's  Vineyard,  Elisabeth  Island  and  No  Man's 
Land,  now  in  Massachusetts,  and  Cornwall,  con- 
sisting of  Pemaquid  and  adjacent  lands  and  islands, 
I  now  in  Maine,  which  were  included  in  the  patent 
j  to  the  Duke  of  York,  were  set  ot^'  on  the  reorgani- 
I  zation  cif  the  colonial  go\'ernment  about  i6yi,  soon 
I  after  the  abdication  of  King  James  II,  and  the 
j  succession  of  \\'illiam  and  Mary  to  the  English 
j  throne. 

P'rom  tliis  time  until  1770,  the  colonial  govern- 
ment continued  with  these  ten  original  counties, 
and  with  but  slight  territorial  changes.  They  were 
not  sur\eyed,  and  their  boundaries  were  looselv 
defined.  That  of  Albany,  especially,  was  vastlv 
larger  than  those  early  Governors  and  Legislators 
knew,  embracing  the  whole  territory  Iving  north  of 
Ulster  and  west  of  the  Hudson  River,  and  taking 
in  nearly  the  whole  State,  even  to  Canada  and  the 
Lakes  ;  and  north  of  Dutchess,  (jn  the  east  ^ide  of 
the  Hudson,  including  the  whole  of  what  is  now 
the  State  of  Vermont.  Indeed,  the  State  of  Vermont 
and  the  fifty  counties  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
erected  since  this  date,  were  all  formed  from  the 
original  territorial  limits  of  the  Albanv  Count\-  of 
i683antl  1691,  except  Putnam,  Sullivan,  Rockland, 
and  part  of  ( Ireen  and  Delaware. 

The  ten  thus  formed  directly  from  Alban\-  Co., 
are  chronologically  as  follows,  \iz  : 
I       I.  (doucester,  March  16,  1770,  including  Mhat 
.  is  now  Orange,  Washington,  Caledonia,  Orleans, 
I  and  Essex,  Vermont. 

\  2.  Tryon,  March  12,  1772.  changed  to  Mont- 
gomery, April  2.  1784.  fn  im  which  and  the  wilder- 
ness then  known  only  as  Indian  land,  the  counties 

;  west  of  Green,  Schoharie,  Schenectad}',  Saratoga, 
and  the  Adirondacks,  have  since  been  formed. 
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3-  Charlotte,  March  12,  1772,  changed  to  Wash- 
ington, April  2,  17S4,  from  whose  tcrritor}'  have 
since  been  erected  Warren,  Clinton,  St.  Lawrence, 
Essex,  and  Franklin. 

4.  Cumberland,  Ajiril  4,  1786,  covering  the 
present  Counties  of  Bennington,  Windsor,  Wind- 
ham, Rutland,  Addison,  and  Chittenden,  Vermont. 

5.  Columbia,  April  4,  17S6. 

6.  Rensselaer.  Feb.  7,  1791. 

7.  Saratoga,  Feb.  7,  1791. 

8.  Schoharie,  April  6,  1795. 

9.  Greene,  March  25,  1800. 

10.  Schenectady,  March  7,  1809. 

What  a  mother  of  counties  is  old  Albany  ! 

The  boundaries  of  the  county  are  defined  by 
sundry  statutes,  and  at  difterent  periods,  in  con- 
nection with  the  formation  of  other  counties  from 
its  territory.  This  is  done  in  Chap.  63,  Laws  of 
1788,  pas.sed  March  7,  when  it  included  \vhat  are 
now  Rensselaer,  Saratoga,  and  Schenectady  and  a 
part  of  Washington,  Schoharie,  and  Greene  Coun- 
ties;  in  Chap.  4,  Laws  of  1791,  passed  Feb.  7, 
when  Rensselaer  and  Saratoga,  and  a  part  of  Wash- 
ington Counties,  were  set  off.  In  this  Act,  Rens- 
selaer County,  on  Hudson  River,  is  described  as 
"on  the  east  side  of  a  line  drawn  through  the 
middle  of  the  main  stream  of  Hudson's  River,  with 
such  variations  as  to  inckule  the  inlands  1\  ing  nearest 
the  east  bank  thereof  "  being  adjacent  to  Albany 
County  on  the  west  uf  such  line.  And  the  County 
of  Saratoga,  so  lar  as  it  is  adjacent  to  Albany  County 
on  the  Mohawk  River,  is  defined  as  bounded, 
"southerly  by  the  middle  of  the  most  northerly 
branch  of  the  ]\bjhawk  River  and  the  middle  of  the 
said  river."  "And  the  bounds  cjf  the  several  towns 
in  the  said  respective  counties,  adjacent  to  and 
limited  by  the  Fludson's  River  and  Mohawk  River, 
are  hereby  extended  to  and  limited  by  the  bountls 
of  the  said  respective  counties  herein  described." 

Chap.  163,  Laws  of  1801,  passed  April  7th, 
names  the  towns  of  Schenectady,  Princetown  and 
Duanesburgh,  now  in  Schenectady  County,  and 
Berne,  Bethlehem,  Coeymans,  Rensselaersville  and 
Watervliet,  describing  their  limits,  as  belonging  to 
Albany  Count}  ,  besides  the  City  of  Albany. 
.  Chap.  65,  Laws  of  1S09.  passed  March  7th,  sets 
off  Schenectady  County  with  minutel}-  described 
bounds,  and  declares  "tliat  the  remainder  of  the 
County  of  Albany  shall  be  called  and  known  by 
the  name  of  County  of  Albany." 

This  was  three-quarters  of  a  century  ago,  and 
old  Albany  has  given  birdi  to  no  more  children. 
Schenectady  is  its  youngest.  I'hysicallv  it  has  re- 
tained its  outward  features,  all  the  same,  for  75 


I  years.  But  time  and  toil  have  wrought  changes  in 
her  internal  constitution.  The  potent  voice  of  tlic 
law  has  al\\ays  been  directing  changes.  But  she  is 
still  "at  home,"  and  ever  ready  to  welcome  her 
:  numerous  sisters,  children,  and  grandchildren,  as 
I  they  come  up  to  visit  her.  at  their  annual  conv'.ca- 
tions. 

As  the  county  now  exists,  its  form  and  bounda- 
ries may  be  thus  described  :  It  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  counties  of  Saratoga  and  Schenectady: 
on  the  west  by  the  County  of  .SchohaYie;  on  the 
south  by  the  County  of  Greene,  and  on  the  east 
by  the  County  of  Rensselaer.  The  Hudson  River 
boundary,  dividing  Albany  and  Rensselaer  coun- 
ties, is  described  by  '"a  line  drawn  through  the 

I  middle  of  the  main  stream"  of  said  river,  ••with 
such  variations  as  to  include  the  islands  lying  near- 
est to  the  west  banks  thereof  within  the  limits  of 
Albany  County.  The  boundary  between  Albanv 
and  Saratoga  counties  is  made  by  a  line  beginning 
at  a  point  in  the  middle  of  the  main  stream  of 
Huilson  River  in  the  westerly  boundarv  of  Rens- 
selaer County,  opposite  to  the  middle  of  the  most 
northerly  branch  of  the  ?kIohawk  River,  and  running 
thence  through  the  middle  of  said  northerh"  branch 
and  of  the  said  Mohawk  River  westerly,  to  a  prdnt 
in  said  river  where  it  is  nearest  the  north  line  of  the 
manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  at  Niska\una. ''  Its 
northern  and  southern  boundaries  are  supposed  to 
be  parallel  ;  as  are.  also,  its  eastern  and  western, 

I  each  following  the  variations  of  the  current  of  the 
Hudson.  Its  general  form  is  rhomboida!.  That 
so  old  a  count}'  has  nes^er  had  a  complete  and  ac- 
curate surve}-  is  a  matter  of  surprise  and  regret, 
which  will  remain,  probably,  until  the  present  State 
survey  is  accomplished. 

When  this  county  was  created  in  16S3,  it  had  no 
towns  with  corporate  limits.  Albany  received  a 
charter  from  Gov.  Dongan.  dated  |ulv  22,  16S6, 
declaring  "that  the  said  Cit\- of  Alban\-,  and  tlie 
compass,  precincts  and  limits  thereof  and  the  juris- 
diction of  the  same,  sliall  from  henceforth  extend 
and  reach  itself  and  shall  and  nia\^  be  able  to  reacli 
torth  and  extend  itself  as  well  in  length  and  in 
breadth,  as  in  circuit,  on  tiie  east  bv  Hudson's 
River,  so  far  as  low  water  mark:  to  the  soutli,  bv  a 
line  to  be  drawn  froni  the  southernmost  end  of  the 
pasture  at  the  north  enti  of  the  said  island,  called 
^lartin  Gerritsen's  island,  running  back  into  the 
woods  sixteen  English  miles  due  northwest  to  a 
certain  kill  or  creek,  called  the  Sandhill:  on  the 
north,  t<)  a  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  post  that  was 
set  by  Gov.  .Stuyvesant,  near  Hudson  s  River,  run- 

i  ning  likewise  northwest  sixteen  English  miles;  and 
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on  tlie  west,  by  a  straight  liiie  to  be  drawn  from  the 
points  of  the  said  soutii  and  north  hnes. " 

In  16S7.  Gov.   I)i)ngan,  in  his  report  to  the 
EngUsh  IJoard  (.)f  'IVaiie.   says:    "'rhe  town  of 
Albany  Ives  wiiliin  the  Kaiislaers'  Colony:  and,  to 
say  the  truth,  the  Ran^Iaers  hail  the  right  to  it,  for 
it  was  they  settled  the  place,  and  upon  a  jictition 
of  one  of  them  to  our  present  King,  about  Alban\  .  ' 
the  petitioner  was  referreil  to  his  -Majesty  's  council  i 
at  law,   who,   upun  a  perusal  of  the  Ranslacrs' 
papers,  made  their  return  that  it  was  their  opinion 
that  it  did  belong  to  them.     *    *    *    'Phe  town  , 
itself  is  upon  a  barren  sandy  spot  of  land,  and  the 
inhabitants  live  wholly  upon  trade  with  the  Indians. 
I  got  the  Ranslacrs  to  rele.ise  their  pretence  to  the 
town  antl  si.xteen  miles  into  the  coiinti}'  for  com-  j 
mons  to  the  King,  with  liberty  to  cut  firewood  ' 
withm  the  colony  for  one  and  twenty  }ears.  After 
I  had  obtained  this  release  tjf  the  Ranslacrs  I  \ 
passed  the  patent  for  Albany."  ! 

This  "  Ranslaers'  Colony,''  otherwise  the  i 
"  ]\Ianor  of  Rensselaerw_\  ck,  "  was  erected  into  a  ! 
district,  [March  24.  1772,  and  subdivided  soon  after  j 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  March  5,  1779,  '"^o  j 
east  and  west  districts.  The  west  district  included  ! 
the  whole  of  the  territory  now  calleil  Albany 
County,  except  the  City  of  Albany  as  above  de-  1 
scribed,  and  certain  State  lands,  so  called,  located  I 
in  the  northeast  part  of  the  town  of  \\'ater\'liet.  | 
.\11  the  rights  therein  remaining  to  the  Patroon,  | 
the  late  Hon.  Stephen  \'an  Rensselaer,  of  revered  I 
memory,  upon  his  death.  January  26,  1S39,  j 
descended  to  his  son  Stephen,  wliiie  thc>se  of  the  j 
east  district,  formerly  including  mcjst  of  Rensselaer 
and  a  part  of  Columbia  counties,  descended  to  his 
other  son.  William  P.  i 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  whole  territorv  of 
this  county  was  once  included  witliin  the  Colony 
of  Rensselaersw} ck,  the  history  of  which  appears  ' 
under  its  appropriate  head.  ' 

With  the  e.\ceptii:)n  of  the  City  of  Albany,  the  : 
whole  of  the  territory  now  called  .\ibany  County,  i 
and  including  most  of  that  now  constituting  the  j 
town  of  Xiskayuna,  in  Schenectady  Countv,  was  i 
incorporated  ."March  7,  17SS,  into  a  town  by  the  I 
name  of  Watervliet.  Xiskayuna  was  set  otf  .March  ! 
7,  1809,  making  the  county  limits  coincide  with  ' 
those  of  the  west  .Alanor  of  Rensselaer. 

From  this  territory  the  followmg  towns  in  Albanv 
County  have  since  been  incorporated  : 

Xaiiu's.  Date.  From  xuhat  other  lo',un. 

Kenssefierville  March    8,  1790  NVjtcrvliet. 

Coeynians  March  18,  179 1 .  " 

liethlchem  March  12,  1793  " 


A'aiiu-s.  Dale.  From  xuhat  othc'r  town. 

Berne  March  17,  1795  Rensselaerville. 

Guilclerland  . .  .Feb.     26,  1803 .Watervliet. 
Colonie   .April   11,  180S.  " 

Westerlo  March  16,  1S15  .Coeynians  &  Rensselaerville 

Kno.K  Felj.     28,  1S22  Berne. 

New  Scotland.  April  25,  1S32 .  Bctiileheni. 
Cohoes  May     19,  1S69  Watervliet. 


The  local  histor}-  of  these  towns,  as  fully  as  space 
will  allow,  will  be  written  by  others.  We  give  a 
summary  of  some  facts  of  general  interest. 

It  will  be  seen  that  no  town  organization  existed 
in  Albany  Counl\  until  after  the  Revolutionary  war 
and  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  when 
\A'atervliet,  as  above  stated,  was  organized  March  7, 
178S.  Befjre  this,  except  what  jurisdiction  in- 
hered in  the  3[anor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  all  civil, 
judicial,  and  i_>ther  matters  of  common  interest, 
were  managed  at  Albany,  made  a  city  more  than 
100  N'ears  prior  to  this  date.  The  City  of  Albany 
was  then,  e.xcept  in  territory,  the.  County — the  center 
of  business,  of  military  and  civil  power,  and  of 
social  interest. 

OUTI.IXi:    SKETCHES   OF    THE  TOWNS 
OF  THE  COUXTV. 

Bern. — [More  recently  and  generally  spelled 
Beme  :  named  from  Berne,  Switzerland,  the  native 
place  of  Jac<jb  Weidman,  one  of  the  first  settlers. 
If  was  formed  (rom  Rensselaerville,  [March  17, 1795, 
and  embraced  what  is  now  the  town  of  Knox, 
which  was  taken  off  from  the  north  part  February 
28,  1822.  It  is  the  middle  of  the  three  western 
towns  of  the  county  :  about  20  miles  fronr  Albany  ; 
has  an  area  of  38,782  acres,  and  is  bounded 
north  by  Knox,  east  by  X'ew  Scotland,  south  by 
Westerlo  and  Rf  nsselaerville,  and  \\est  by  Scho- 
harie County.  The  Helderbergs  lie  along  its  east- 
ern border,  the  western  slope  of  which  gives  a 
broken  surface,  \  aried  by  hills,  ravines  and  plateaus. 
The  soil  is  a  loam  formed  of  sand,  gravel  and  clay  ; 
a  fine  calcareous,  argillaceous  loam  abounds  in  the 
valleys;  and  marsli,  bog,  clay  and  marl  patches  are 
found.  Brooks  are  numerous,  most  of  them  find- 
ing their  wav  to  Schoharie  creek.  The  lofty  ledges 
of  the  hili.^  on  the  eastern  border  are  interesting 
natural  features.  Thompson's  Lake,  on  the  Hel- 
derl)ergs,  and  While  Sulphur  Springs,  in  liemcville, 
are  places  of  much  resort. 

Good  flagging  stone  is  quarried  near  Reidsville, 
and  mineral  springs  and  limestone  caverns  are 
found  in  the  town. 

The  first  settlers  were  mostly  Germans  who  came 
and   occujiied   manorial  lands   about   1750.  A 
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number  of  Scotch  settlers  came  about  the  time  of 
the  Revolutionary  var. 

During  the  anti-rent  troubles,  this  town  had 
more  leased  lands  than  any  other  in  the  county. 
The  number  has  been  rapidly  decreasing  by  settle- 
ment of  claims,  much  to  the  advancement  of  in- 
telligence, independence  and  wealth.  The  and- 
rent  feeling  arose  to  its  highest  pitch  in  this  town, 
leading  to  deeds  of  violence  and  outrage. 

There  were  many  Tories  in  this  territory  during 
the  Revolutionary  war.  Here,  it  is  said,  was  a 
rendezvous  for  them,  where  plans  were  made,  and 
from  which  went  forth  bands  to  co-operate  with  the 
Indians  in  their  cruel  barbarities  against  the  patriot 
settlers.  In  1777,  out  of  a  company  of  85  militia 
raised  here,  63  joined  the  British,  and  22  were 
with  the  Americans  against  Burgoyne,  at  Saratoga. 
In  1779,  Capt.  Dietz  and  two  boys,  named  John 
and  Robert  Brice,  were  taken  captives  from  the 
western  part  of  this  town.  Dietz  died  at  ^Montreal, 
and  the  boys,  after  the  war  was  over,  were  ex- 
changed and  returned  home. 

Berneville,  once  called  Beaver  Dam.  was  stock- 
aded during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  first  church  esial)lished  was  the  Dutch  Re- 
formed, in  1763,  which  received,  as  its  first  pastor. 
Rev.  Johannes  Schuyler,  in  1767.  A  parsonage 
farm,  given  by  the  Patroon,  is  situated  about  miil- 
way  between  Peoria  and  Berneville.  and  is  held  in 
common  by  societies  in  both  villages.  This  is  the 
oldest  church  in  the  county,  outside  of  Albany. 

Among  the  prominent  natives  of  the  t(jwn  are 
Hon.  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  of  the  United  States  Su- 
preme Court ;  the  widely  known  Cajit.  A.  H.  Bo- 
gardus,  Albert  Gallup,  County  Treasurer,  and 
others. 

Bethlehe.m. — ^t  is  stated  that  several  farmers 
who  came  at  an  early  date  to  Beverwyck  began 
another  settlement,  south  of  Fort  Orange,  to  which 
they  gave  the  name  of  Bethlehem,  with  reverent 
regard  for  the  city  of  Palestine,  where  our  Saviour 
was  born. 

It  is  believed  that  the  first  trading  hnuse  in  this 
county  was  erected  in  16 14,  upon  Castle  Island,  in 
the  Hudson,  by  Dutch  traders  under  the  lead  of 
•Skipper  Corstiaensen.  This  island,  containing 
about  160  acres  of  land,  is  in  this  town,  opposite 
that  [)art  of  Albany  which  was  set  off  from  Bedile- 
hem  in  1870.  It  has  been  designated  by  various 
names,  but  is  now  called  Van  Rensselaer  or 
Westerlo  Island.  In  the  original  charter  limits  tif  the 
City  of  Albany  in  1686,  it  iscalletl  Martin  (ierritsen's 
island.  The  trading  house  was  stockaded  and 
garrisoned  as  a  protection  against  predatory  traders 


and  hostile  Indians,  and  named  Fort  Nassau.  Two 
or  three  years  later  it  was  moved  by  Elkins  to  the 
elevation  near  the  mouth  of  the  Tawasentha,  on 
account  of  the  spring  floods.  Here  it  probably 
remained  until  the  erection  of  Fort  Orange,  in 
Beverwyck,  in  1623. 

As  a  township,   Bethlehem   was  erected  from 
Watervliet,  ]\Iarch  12,  1793,  including  what  is  now 
New  Scotland,  which  was  taken  off  April  25,  1S32, 
j  and  the  southeast  part  of  Albany,  w  hich  was  taken 
I  off  April  6,  1S70.     It  has  an  area  of  31.549  acres, 
I  including  Van  Rensselaer  and  other  islands  in  the 
I  Hudson,  west  of  the  middle  of  the  stream.     It  is 
I  bountled.  north  by  Albany,  east  by  Hudson  River, 
south  by  Coeymans,  west  by  New  Scotland. 

Its  surface  consists  chielly  of  rolling  upland,  with 
high  bluffs  rising  above  the  fertile  alluvial  flats  on 
the  Hudson.  There  are  ridges  of  sand  and  rock 
j  near  the  center.  The  soil,  under  good  tillage,  pro- 
duces a  great  variety  of  fruits,  vegetables  and  other 
farm  and  garden  products  for  the  near  Albany 
market. 

A  few  small  caves  and  sulphur  springs  are  found. 
The  exact  date  when  the  early  Dutch  farmers 
j  began  to  occupy  the  river  lands  of  this  town  cannot 
now  be  known  ;  probably  between  1630  and  1640. 
Albert  Andriessen  Bradt,  de  Norman,  came  over  iu 
163G,  and  had  a  fiarm  and  mills  on  Norman's  Kill, 
which  was  named  for  him.    Adrien  Van  der  Donk, 
?vlartin  Gerritsen,  and  Cornel  is  Segers,  early  occu- 
pied Castle  Island.     Ryckert  Rutgersen  and  Jan 
Ryersen  were  settlers  about  1650.    The  territory 
I  now,  or  until  recendy,  called  Bethlehem,  has  been 
I  occupied  by  many  distinguished  persons.  Philip 
S.  Van  Rensselaer,  for  more  than  twenty  years 
subsequent  to  1798  the  Ma^  or  of  Albany,  had  his 
i  seat  at  Cherry  Hill.    He  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
I  Gen.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  and  by  his  son-in- 
!  law,  Dr.  Peter  E.  Elmendorf      Here  was  born 
j  Mrs.  Catharine  V.  R.  Bonney,  author  of  "Historical 
Gleanings.  '    Here  lived  John  Whipple,  a  worthy 
citizen,  who  was  shot  by  Strang  in  1827.  Near 
I  Mount  Hope,  which  now  is  the  Academy  of  the 
Sacred  Heart,  lived  Jared  L.  Rathbonc,  IVIayor, 
!   1838-41.  who  purchased  '•  Rensselaer's  ?klills, "  and 
named  the  hamlet  Kenwood,  after  a  beautiful  spot 
in  Scotland  which  he  had  visited.    Ezra  P.  Prentice 
I  for  manv  years  made  Mount  Hope  a  magnificent 
i  residence.    The  "  Whitehall  House, "  built  in  part 
\  by  Gen.  Bradstreet,  which  is  said  to  have  been  a 
'  secret  resort  for  Tories  during  the  Revolution,  was 
subsequently  the  home  of  Judge  Leonard  Ganse- 
!  voort.    The  mansion  of  the  %cnerable  Col.  Francis 
\  Nichols  was  situated  on  Bethlehem  flats,  which  has 
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long  been  considered  as  furnishing  some  of  the  finest 
sites  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Albany  for  homes  and  culti- 
vation. The  greenhouses  of  Erastus  Corning,  just 
below  Kenwood,  are  very  rich  in  rare  exotics,  and 
his  large  farm  in  choice  horses  and  stock.  This  I 
farm  of  560  acres,  and  the  residences  of  Hon. 
Worthington  Frothingham,  Erastus  D.  Palmer,  the 
sculptor,  and  Judge  EHsha  P.  Hurlbut,  l_\ing  near 
the  river,  are  worthy  of  special  mendon.  ]\Iany  of 
the  busy  men  of  Albany  are  making  their  homes  in 
this  town.  Among  them  are  the  artist,  Asa  W. 
Twitchell;  the  book-seller,  Stephen  R.  Gray;  Attor- 
ney Nathan  P.  Hinman,  Sheritf"  \Vm.  H.  Keeler, 
Surveyor  W'm.  H.  Slingerland,  and  others. 

It  is  claimed  that  an  Indian  castle  and  burial 
place  occupied  a  spot  near  the  mouth  of  the  Ta- 
wasentha,  a  long  time  ago.  Here  Longfellow,  in  his 
Hiawatha,  has  the  home  of  his  Indian  "Singer 
Nawadaha, "  who  "'sang  the  song  of  Hiawatha." 
On  a  hill  near  by  this  stream,  as  tradition  has  it. 
was  held  the  first  council  of  alliance  and  aid  be- 
tween the  Indians  and  the  Dutch,  about  two  and 
three-quarter  centuries  ago. 

"  In  the  vale  of  Tawasentha, 
In  the  green  and  silent  valley. 
By  the  pleasant  water-courses. 
Dwelt  the  Singer  Nawadaha; 
Round  about  the  Indian  village. 
Spread  the  meadows  and  the  cornfields, 
And  beyond  them  stood  the  forest. 
Stood  the  groves  of  singing  pine  trees, 
Green  in  summer,  white  in  winter. 
Ever  sighing,  ever  singing. 

And  the  pleasant  water-courses  : — 
Vou  could  trace  them  through  the  valley 
By  the  rushing  in  tiie  spring-time. 
By  the  alders  in  the  summer. 
By  the  white  fog  in  the  autumn. 
By  the  black  line  in  the  winter; 
And  beside  them  dwelt  the  singer. 
In  the  vale  of  T.-iwasentha,  '■  .  * 

In  the  green  and  silent  valley. 

There  he  sang  of  Hiawatha, 

Sang  the  song  of  Hiawatha." 

The  first  church  in  town  was  formed  in  early 
colonial  times  by  the  Reformed  Dutch.  The 
"Parsonage  farm, "a  tract  of  100  acres,  was  given 
to  the  society  in  1 794  by  Gen.  Stephen  Van  Rens- 
selaer. 

Hon.  Benjamin  Nott  resided  here  ;  and  his  son, 
Hon.  John  C.  Nott,  Hon.  John  M.  Bailev,  Rev.  j 
William  Bailey,  Hon.  Jurian  Winne,  were  born  in 
this  town. 

CoK-vMAXS  was  named  from  Barent  Pietcrse  Coev- 
mans,  an  emigrant  from  Utrecht,  in  1636,  who, 
having  previously  been  a  miller  on  Patroo^^'s  Creek 
and  Normanskill,  under  lease  from  the  Patroon, 
purchased  land  from  the  Katskill  Indians,  cover- 
ing this  territory,  in  1673,  and  secured  a  patent 


from  Gov.  Lovelace  on  Uie  7th  April  in  that  )ear. 
A  conflict  of  title  with  Van  Rensselaer  resulted 
in  the  purcha.se  of  the  Patroon's  claims,  pay- 
ing a  quit-rent  of  nine  shillimcs  annually,  under 
!  date  of  October  22,  1706.  August  6,  1714,  he 
finally  secured  letters-patent  from  Queen  Anne, 
confirming  a  perpetual  title  to  him  and  his  heirs. 
The  patentee  built  the  first  mills  at  Coe\man's 
Falls,  and  settlements  were  made  by  the  Dutch 
within  the  first  years  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
Among  the  early  settlers  we  find  the  names  of 
Witbeck,  Keefer,  Traver,  Verplank,  Vanderveer, 
Ten  Eyck,  McCarley,  Colvin  and  Shear. 

The  township  was  formed  from  Watervliet,  March 
18,  1 79 1,  including  the  eastern  part  of  Westerlo, 
which  \\as  set  off  on  the  formation  of  that  town, 
]March  16,  181 5.  It  has  an  area  of  30,408  acres, 
including  Beeren  and  other  islands  in  the  Hudson. 
It  is  the  southeast  town  of  the  county,  and  is 
bounded,  north  by  Bethlehem,  west  by  Westerlo, 
south  by  Greene  County,  and  east  by  the  Hudson. 

The  surface  rises  from  the  river,  with  a  bluff  of  from 
200  to  400  feet,  continuing,  with  broken  ridges  and 
hills,  some  100  to  200  feet  higher,  to  the  Helder- 
bergs.  The  soil  is  sandy  in  the  eastern  part,  and 
gravelly  in  the  western.  Limestone  and  marl  are 
abundant.  Blue  flagging  stone  has  been  quarried 
at  Mossy  Hill,  and  shipped  since  1S28.  Magne- 
sian  springs  and  limestone  caverns  are  found.  The 
fossil  remains  of  an  animal  like  the  elephant  were 
found  on  the  farm  of  ^Ir.  Shear  a  few  years  since. 

Hay  is  the  leading  farm  product.  There  are 
many  excellent  farms  in  this  town,  especially  upon 
the  Haanakrois  Creek,  which  have  long  been 
owned  and  cultivated  by  an  industrious,  frugal 
and  intelligent  class  of  citizens. 

There  has  long  been  a  landing  at  the  mouth  of 
Coe)  mans  Creek,  at  the  whar\  es  of  which  is  con- 
siderable trade  carried  on  b\-  the  near  farmers, 
manufacturers  and  merchants.  John  J.  Colvin 
was  for  many  years  a  successful  shipj)er,  now  re- 
tired, and  succeeded  by  Henry  Slingerland.  Ice- 
cutting  is  an  important  industry. 

Rev.  John  Crawford,  about  1789,  organizetl  the 
first  Methodist  class  here,  and  a  stone  edifice  for 
j  their  worship  was  erected  in  1793,  said  to  ha\e 
been  the  first  Methodist  church  west  of  the  Hud- 
son. The  celebrated  Freeborn  Garretson  wa>  pre- 
siding elder  of  an  extensive  district  up  and  down 
the  river.  March  5,  1793,  the  Reformetl  Church, 
Rev.  Jacob  Sickles,  pastor,  was  organized  ;  in  1797 
it  built  a  large  brick  church. 

The  Coeymans  Academy  was  established  by 
;  Fletcher  Blaisdell,  Theophilus  Civill  and  Peter 
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Seabridge,  1111858.  The  Hue  buildings  tor  a  new 
literary  institution,  recently  erected  by  Anton  Civil, 
of  this  town,  are  not  yet  opened.  Sawmills  were 
erected  on  the  creek  just  north  of  Beeren  Island  as 
early  as  1 65 1. 

The  Coeymans  Gazct/e  was  started  in  1S63,  edited 
by  Prof  Thomas  ^IcKee,  who  afterward  took  it 
to  Greenbush  and  published  it  until  his  death  as 
the  Renxsc/dcr  Cuunty  Gazelle.  The  Coeymans 
Herald  is  published  weekly  by  S.  H.  and  E.  J. 
Sherman. 

For  several  years  after  the  Revolution  a  few 
Oneida  Indians  called  the  Aquetucks  resided  in 
this  town. 

Among  the  prominent  citizens  of  this  town 
during  the  past  century  may  be  named  John  and 
James  Colvin,  John  and  David  iMcCarty,  Hugh 
Jolly,  Archibald  Stephens,  Andrew  and  Anthony 
Ten  Eyck,  Abraham  and  Isaac  Verplanck,  Moses 
Stanton,  Dr.  Jesse  Smith,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John 
P.  Beeckman,  and  many  others.  Hon.  Andrew  J. 
Colvin  was  born  in  Coeymans,  April  30,  1808  ;  was 
educated  at  Albany  Academy  under  Dr.  Beck ; 
read  law  with  Van  Buren  &  Buder ;  began  practice 
in  Albany  in  1830 ;  has  been  Corporation  Counsel, 
District  Attorney  and  State  Senator.  He  was  in 
the  Senate  in  186 1  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out, 
and  has  been  spoken  of  as  "the  very  first  Demo- 
cratic official  who  threw  up  a  rocket  in  favor  of 
equal  constitutional  freedom  for  all."  He  is  now, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  actively  engaged  in 
professional  practice. 

CoHOES  was  formed  from  Watervliet  and  incor- 
porated as  a  city,  May  9,  1869.  It  previously, 
from  April  12,  1855,  had  been  an  incorporated 
village  of  Watervliet.  It  has  an  area  of  1,575 
acres. 

The  history  of  this  city  is  recent,  and  is,  chiefly, 
a  history  of  its  manufactures.  These  are  well 
written  up  by  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Johnson,  and  will 
appear  in  this  work.  The  antiquities  of  this  local- 
ity and  its  natural  wonders  are  presented  in  an  ex- 
cellent manner,  in  connection  with  other  points  of 
interest  relating  to  its  growth  and  present  condition, 
in  "Masten's  History  of  Cohoes,"  a  volume  reflect- 
jng  great  credit  upon  its  painstaking  author. 

CoLOME,  once  an  incorporated  town  and  village, 
is  entitled  to  a  place  in  our  history,  although  its 
existence  as  such  was  brief,  and  is  now  obsolete. 
Its  name  is  still  preserved  in  one  of  the  .streets  of 
Albany. 

The  term  "  the  Colonie  "  was  undoubtedly  ap- 
plied originally  to  all  the  colonized  territory  of 
Rensselaerwyck.    But  it  came  to  be  limited,  it 


appears,  to  that  portion  lying  ouiside  of  the  City 
of  Albany,  especially  north  of  it,  in  which  were 
situated  the  mansion  of  the  Patroon,  with  his  mills 
and  offices,  the  residences  of  liis  officers,  and  the 
homes  of  his  immediate  farmers,  gardeners  and 
other  dependents.  We  find  it  frequently  used  in  the 
time  of  Stuyvesant  and  other  Dutch  governors. 
"The  limits  of  the  Colonie  were  fixed  above 
and  below  the  fort,"  say  the  Directors  of  the 
West  India  Company  in  1652.  "The  limits  be- 
tween Fort  Orange  and  the  Colonie  were,  in 
1654,  still  undetermined.  '  Some  confusion  as 
to  jurisdiction  between  Gov.  Stuyvesant  and  the 
Patroon's  agents  necessarily  followed.  The  Gov- 
ernor was  willing  to  allow  the  Colonie  four  miles 
on  one  side  or  two  on  each  bank  of  the  river,  with- 
out the  limits  of  Fort  Orange.  The  question  as  to 
jurisdiction  remained  unsettled  until  1664,  when 
England  assumed  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  Prov- 
ince of  New  York,  no  longer  New  Netherlands. 

During  the  years  that  followed  the  English  con- 
quest, "the  Colonie"  continued  as  a  local  designa- 
tion of  the  district  lying  without  the  city,  and  north 
of  it.  Its  southern  limits  were  defined  by  Quacken- 
bush  street,  and  Patroon  street,  now  called  Clinton 
avenue.  It  was  outside  the  stockade,  which  lat- 
terly had  its  palisades  a  little  north  of  Orange  and 
Van  Tromp  streets.  When  Water\liet  was  formed, 
in  1788,  coextensive  with  the  western  district  of 
Rensselaerwvck,  "the  Colonic  '  was,  of  course, 
a  part  of  its  territory.  The  Hudson  marked  its 
eastern  limits;  but  its  western  and  northern  were 
not  defined.  It  was  understood  to  include  the 
"  Upper  Hollow  and  the  settlements  and  business 
places  therein,  the  ?vtansion  House  and  its  office, 

j  and  the  lands  near  them.  Kenwood  was  the 
"  Lower  Hollow." 

It  was  set  apart  as  a  district,  March  31,  1791, 
and  again,  by  an  additional  act,  [March  30,  1801. 
April  9,  1S04,  it  was  incorporated  as  a  village  in 
the  tow.i  of  Watervliet,  and  organized  as  a  separate 

I  town,  April  ri,  i8o8,  as  described  by  the  Legisla- 

j  tive  act  following  : 

"  Be  it  enacted,  (Sfc. ,  That  from  and  after  the  first 

I  day  of  April  next  all  that  part  of  the  town  of 
Watervliet,  beginning  at  the  west  bank  of  Hudjons 
River  and  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  bounds  of 
the  City  of  Albany,  and  extending  northerly  along 
the  >aid  river,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  to 
what  is  called  the   Mill-creek  :  thence  running 

I  westerly,  one  mile,  up  along  the  said  creek  :  thence 

I  southerly  with  a  line  i)arallcl  to  the  said  river,  till  it 
intersects  the  north  bounds  of  the  said  city  :  tiicnce 

I  easterly,  along  the  said  north  bounds  to  the  place 
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of  beginning,  shall  be  and  is  liercby  erected  into  a 
separate  town,  by  the  name  of  the  Colonie." 

It  was  divided,  February  25,  181 5,  and  its  legal 
existence  as  a  town  terminated  by  giving  its  terri- 
/  tory  to  Albany  and  Waiervliet.  The  Albany  por- 
tion was  made  the  "Fifth  Ward"  for  many  years. 

It  was  a  small  town,  less  in  area  than  any  other 
town  in  the  State.  Its  population  in  iSio  was 
only  1,406,  and  in  1S15,  1,657,  having  245 
houses  and  stores,  and  thirty  slaves.  The  houses 
and  stores  \vere  principally  on  one  street,  except 
near  Albany. 

In  1818  an  effort  was  made  to  restore  it  to  town 
privileges,  but  did  not  succeed. 

In  Colonie,  in  1S13,  were  "the  Public  Garden 
of  I\Ir.  Buckmaster, "  two  breweries,  a  distillery, 
two  large  tanneries,  a  tallow  chandlery,  rope  walks, 
a  grain  mill  and  several  other  manufactories,  in- 
cluding a  part  of  the  "tobacco  works"  of  ]Mr. 
James  Caldwell,  which  were  on  Mill  Creek,  mostl)' 
on  the  north  or  Watervliet  side.  There  was  also 
"a  Seceders'  Church,"  whatever  that  might  be, 
and  "a  large  brick  edifice  filled  with  military  stores 
belonging  to  the  State  of  New  York  and  the  United 
States, "  called  "The  Arsenal,"  standing  "on  the 
east  side  of  the  principal  street,"  "connected  with 
which  is  a  large  }'ard. " 

Says  Spafford  in  1813,  in  his  "Gazetteer  of  New 
York:"  "  The  compact  village  of  Colonie  is  con- 
tinuous with  Albany,  of  which  it  forms  a  large  and 
populous  suburb,  though  legally  organized  under 
a  separate  municipality.  '  "That  part  necessarily 
belongs  to  Albany  in  a  general  view  of  its  popula- 
tion, resources,  wealth,  trade  and  general  char- 
acter. " 

In  Fry's  Albany  Directory  for  18 13,  the  first 
published  in  the  city,  we  find  no  name  of  a  citizen 
of  Colonie  except  "Spafford,  Horatio  G. ,  author 
of  Geography  ancl  (iazetteer,  Colonie,  two  doors 
south  of  x\rsenal."  ]\[r.  Fry  makes  this  explana- 
tion in  his  pretatory  "Notice  :"  "Should  this  pub- 
lication meet  its  hoped-for  encouragement,  in  the 
sale  of  the  books,  the  next  may  be  accompanied 
with  a  list  of  inhabitants  in  the  Colonie  and  a  map 
of  the  city." 

GuiLDERLAND  was  named  from  Guilderlandt  in 
the  Netherlands.  It  was  formed  from  Watervliet, 
February  26,  1803.  The  northwest  portion  of  the 
city  of  Albany  was  annexed  to  this  town,  Februarv 
26,  1871.  It  is  bounded,  north  by  Schenectadv 
County,  east  by  Watervliet  and  All)any,  iouth  bv 
Bethlehem  and  New  Scotland,  west  b_\'  Knox,  and 
has  an  area  of  38,784  acres,  the  largest  number  of 
any  town  in  the  county.     Its  oudine  is  very  singu- 


j  lar,  suggesting  a  rhombus  in  general  form,  tli'- 
apexes  of  the  two  acute  angles  of  which  arc  nficcn 
I  miles  apart  northwest  and  southeast. 
I      I'he  surface  is  quite  varied,  from  the  sandv  riclj^s 
1  and  the  marshes  of  the  eastern  part  of  die  t.  >wn 
j  to  the  higher  hills  of  the  HeUierbergs  on  the  \vr>t. 
j  The  soil  is  a  barren  sand  in  the  northeast:  but 
tliere  are  many  fertile  farms  of  sandy  loam  x'.eli 
improved  by  cultivation  in  other  parts  of  the  town, 
producing  excellent  grass,  grain  and  fruits,  which 
find  a  ready  market  in  Albany. 

The  Indian  Ladder  Gap,  supposed  to  mark  an 
ancient  Indian  trail,  is  in  this  town,  and  remark- 
able for  picturesque  scenery. 

P'ormerly  the  town  was  distinguished  for  certain 
manufactures.  In  1792  glass  works  were  com- 
menced in  this  town,  eight  miles  from  Albany. 
Among  the  proprietors  were  Jeremiah  Yan  RenN- 
selaer,  John  .Sanders,  Abraham  Ten  Eyck,  Elkanah 
Watson,  Frederick  A.  De  Zeng,  K.  K.  Yan  Rens- 
selaer, Douw  Fonda,  Walter  Cochran,  Thomas 
iNIather  and  Samuel  Mather. 

In  1796  the  ground  was  laid  out  in  streets  and 
house  lots,  and  plans  for  a  church  and  school 
house  were  made.  The  project  of  a  manufactur- 
I  ing  town,  to  be  called  Flamilton.  in  honor  of 
Alexander  Hamilton,  was  considered.  The  Legis- 
lature, as  an  encouragement,  exempted  the  com- 
pany and  the  workmen  from  taxation  for  five  years. 
The  corporation  was  called  the  Albany  Glass  Com- 
pany. At  the  first,  it  was  owned  by  McCIallen, 
McGregor  &.  Co.,  the  Co.  being  James  Caldwell 
and  Christopher  Batterman;  and  a  loan  was 
granted  to  the  proprietors  by  the  State  to  the 
amount  of  ;^3,coo  for  eight  years — three  years 
without  interest  anil  five  years  at  five  per  cent.  In 
1795  Rober:  McGregor  left  the  firm,  ami  a  new 
company,  under  the  name  of  Thomas  Mather 
Co.,  was  formed.  At  one  period  500,000  feet  of 
window  glass  was  manufactured  annually.  The 
works  were  discontinued  in  18  15.  as  it  is  said,  for 
want  of  a  suitable  supply  of  sand  and  fuel, 

Abel  French,  of  Albany,  established  a  factory 
near  the  center  of  the  town  in  1800,  and  the  place 
was  named  French's  Mills.    In  1795  clothing  mills 
were  erected  here  by  Peter  K.  Broeck.      In  i8co 
Knower^ville  had  a  cotton  factory,  and  later  a  hat 
factor}'.     The  first  tavern  in  t'>wn  was  kept  here  by 
I  Jacob  .\cker  during  tiie  Revolution. 
I      \\'higs  and  Tories  dwelt  here  in  constant  leud 
I  during  the  trying  days  of  1775-83.    The  feelings 
then  engendered  between  discordant  families  long 
I  remained.    The  exultant  Whigs,  on  getting  news 
!  of  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne,  it  is  said,  illuminated 
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OUTI.IXE  SKETCHES  OF  THE  TOWNS  OF  THE  COUXTV. 


the  surrounding  country  by  burninii  a  hollow 
chestnut  tree  filled  with  tar,  standing  upon  a  high 
hill. 

St.   John's  Evangelical  Lutlieran  Church   was  | 
organized  October  13,    1787,   Heinrich  Mocller, 
first  pastor. 

Among  the  natives  of  this  town  are  Judges  James  ' 
A.    McKown   and    Jacob    H.    Clute.     Edward  ! 
Robinson,  Wm.  I)ey  Ermand,  John  M.  Batternian, 
Stephen  R.  Gray,   Peter  Walker,   Hiram  Griggs, 
Wm.  D.  Strevell,  Dr.  Thomas  Helm,  and  many 
others  well  known  in  the  county. 

Knox  was  named  from  John  Knox,  the  emi- 
nent divine  and  bold  reformer  of  Scotland.  It  was 
formed  from  Berne,  February  28,  1822.  It  has  the 
smallest  area  of  any  town  in  the  county,  containing 
26,402  acres.  It  is  situated  in  the  northwest  corner 
of  the  county,  and  is  bounded,  north  by  Schenec- 
tady County,  east  by  Guilderland,  south  by  Berne, 
and  west  by  Schoharie  County. 

Its  surface  is  an  elevated  plateau,  inclining 
slightly  toward  the  northwest  from  the  Helderbergs, 
which  lie  on  its  eastern  border.  Small  hills  diversify 
the  surface.  The  soil  is  generally  of  good  quality, 
and  arable,  composed  of  a  gravelly,  calcareous 
loam  mixed  with  clay,  overtopping  hardpan. 
Several  small  caves  are  lound  in  this  town. 

It  is  a  farming  town,  with  a  few  grist,  saw  and 
woolen  mills  for  local  manufacture. 

The  first  settlers  were  Dutch,  who  took  leases 
from  Van  Rensselaer  before  the  Revolution.  After 
this  war,  from  1788  to  1790,  several  families  from 
Connecticut  came  to  settle.  -Among  them  were 
Samuel  Abbott  and  Andrew  Brown.  Tories  were 
there  during  the  Revolution  until  the  surrender  of 
Burgoyne,  when  they  went  to  a  more  congenial 
home  in  the  Canadas.  Capt.  Jacob  Van  .\erden  was 
the  leading  man  among  the  Whigs  of  that  dav. 

The  first  church  is  said  to  have  been  the  Dutch 
Reformed. 

There  long  existed  a  public  library  in  this  town. 
In  1824  it  numbered  about  400  volumes.  It  was 
modeled  after  the  New  England  town  libraries, 
and  was  helpful  in  forming  the  character  of  the 
people  to  habits  of  intellectual  culture  and  good 
morals. 

The  anti-rent  feeling  in  this  town  was  general 
and  intense.  Most  of  the  farmers  held  manorial 
leases,  and  resisted  the  collection  of  rents  with  in- 
flexible determination.  Collectors,  sheriffs,  and 
the  posse  corni/alns  were  ofcen  unsuccessful.  Resort 
was  had  uK  ire  than  once  to  the  mditarv,  who,  with- 
out bloodshed,  caused  arrests  and  trials  in  courts. 


Strifes  of  this  sort  began  soon  after  the  death  ot 
•'the  old  Patroon,'  in  1839,  who  had  been  very 
indulgent  to  his  tcn.mts.  It  pervaded  all  the  towns 
of  the  county,  and  all  the  people  who  occupied 
leased  lands.  It  entered  into  local  and  Stale  puli- 
tics.  No  towns,  perhaps,  showed  more  active  re- 
sistance than  Berne  and  Knox.  It  lasted  several 
years,  and  was  terminated  only  by  the  decisions  <if 
the  courts  and  the  enforcement  of  law.  Even  as 
late  as  July,  1866,  a  detachment  of  100  men  under 
Capt.  James  McFarland,  of  the  loth  regiment, 
went  from  Albany  to  Knox  and  secured  the  arrest 
of  nine  respectable  citizens,  who,  no  doubt,  hon- 
estly felt  that  they  were  resisting  unjust  claims. 

New  Scotland. — Among  its  early  setders  are  to 
be  found  these  Scotch  names:  Reid,  Wands,  Watt, 
Swan,  Kirkland,  Patterson,  Ramsay,  Mc^ilullin, 
McCuUoch,  and  others.  Through  the  influence  of 
these  natives  of  Scotland,  no  doubt,  came  the  name 
of  the  town.  About  1758,  Teunis  Slingerland,  a 
Hollander,  purchased  9,874  acres  of  this  terrUory 
from  the  Indians,  located  on  the  Oneskethau  Flats, 
and  erected  the  first  mills.  He  is  considered  the 
first  settler.  The  town  was  erected  from  Bethleheni, 
April  25,  1832  ;  has  an  area  of  34,324  acres,  and 
is  the  central  town  of  the  county,  and  the  young- 
est, if  we  do  not  reckon  the  city  of  Cohoes  as  a 
town.  It  is  inclosed  by  other  towns,  as  follows  : 
Guilderland,  north  ;  Bethlehem,  east :  Coevmans 
and  Westerlo,  south  :  Westerlo,  Berne,  and  Knox, 
west.  Rensselaerville  and  Watervliet  and  the 
cities  of  Albany  and  Cohoes  alone  do  not  touch  it. 

The  surface  is  elevated,  consisting,  in  the  eastern 
and  central  portion,  of  rolling  lands  varied  bv  hills 
of  moderate  height.  The  Helderbergs  border  the 
western  limits,  their  highest  peak  being  situated  at 
the  Helderberg  Station  of  the  Coast  Survey,  1,823 
feet  above  the  sea,  and  near  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  town.  Gravelly  loam  with  clay  inter- 
mixed makes  a  productive  soil  under  proper  cul- 
ture. 

The  town  has  striking  geological  features  which 
have  attracted  the  interest  of  many  geologists  in 
the  State  ;  limestone  caves,  sink  hills  and  subter- 
ranean streams,  are  among  the  natural  curiosities. 
Sulphur  springs  are  found,  stones  for  flagging  and 
building  are  quarried,  and  plaster  is  ground  in  this 
town.  Mr.  James  Hendrick  has  a  (arm  of  165 
acres  under  the  highest  culture,  on  which  are  tiie 
"Font  Grove  Nurseries. '"  and  where  are  carefully 
cultivated  outdoor  and  greenhouse  plants:  also 
flrjwers  and  fruits  in  the  greatest  variety.  He  has 
twelve  large  greenhouses.  The  farm  and  green- 
houses will  repay  a  special  visit. 
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The  inhabitants  are  chiclly  descendants  of  the 
Dutch,  the  \\'alloon.s  anil  tiie  Scotch.  [Many  are 
from  New  Engl  ami. 

Isaac  Perry,  an  emigrant  from  France,  was  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers.  The  hewn  stone  house, 
built  by  his  son  Nicholas  before  the  Revolution,  is 
still  stantling  near  Wolf  Hill  on  the  Heklerbergs. 
George  Reid  and  other  Scotch  immigrants  came  at 
an  early  da\-, 

A  Dutch  Reformed  Church  was  organized  at 
Jerusalem  c»bout  1780.  The  house  of  worship  w;is 
erected  in  1790.  Harmanus  Van  Huysen  was  the 
first  pastor,  who  subsequently  organized  the  church 
at  New  Salem  and  became  its  pastor.  The  New 
Scotland  Presbyterian  Church  was  organized  about 
1787,  and  had,  as  its  first  pastor,  Rev.  Benjamin 
Judd. 

Renssel.\ervii,le  was  named  in  honor  of  Gen. 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  the  ' '  Old  Patroon, "  and 
is  the  first  town  formed  from  old  Watervliet.  It 
was  erected,  March  8,  1790,  and  included  Berne, 
taken  off,  March  17,  1795,  and  the  westerly  part  of 
Westerlo,  taken  off  March  16,  18 15.  It  contains 
37,354  acres  ;  is  in  the  southwesterly  corner  of  the 
country,  and  is  bounded,  north  by  Berne,  east  by 
Westerlo,  south  by  Green  County  and  west  by 
Schoharie  County.  The  terminal  vi7/e  is  appro- 
priate to  the  village,  but  inappropriate  as  a  part  of 
the  name  of  the  town. 

The  surface  is  mostly  upland  broken  by  spurs  or 
ridges  from  the  Catskill  Mountains,  with  deep  and 
narrow  fertile  valleys  that  are  watered  by  the  rapid 
streams  that  run  on  their  way  to  the  Hudson  by 
way  of  Catskill  Creek.  The  u])land  soil  is  a  gravel 
loam  lying  upon  hardpan.  It  is  productive  of  ex- 
cellent grass  for  dairy  products,  and  of  oats,  buck- 
wheat, r\  e  and  potatoes. 

There  is  a  fall  of  100  feet  on  the  Ten  Mile  Creek, 
and  of  40  feet  on  Willow  Brook. 

The  town  once  abounded  in  varied  useful 
industries.  Its  rural  villages  were  formerly  well 
filled  with  skilled  artisans,  and  its  creeks  supplied 
water  power  to  numerous  mills.  It  was  a  model 
of  an  intelligent  and  orderly  town,  25  miles  from 
the  city.  Its  early  settlers  came  mostly  from  New 
England  soon  after  the  Revolution.  Among  them 
were  ApoUos  Moore,  asohlier  of  the  Revolution,  and 
first  judge  of  die  County;  Major  John  Edward,  a 
revolutionary  officer ;  Samuel  Jenkins,  who  built 
the  first  mill;  Silas  Sweet,  Joseph  Lincoln,  the 
Hatch  brothers,  and  Rev.  Samuel  Fullc.-,  the  first 
minister  uf  the  gospel,  a  gratluale  of  Dartmouth, 
and  many  others,  some  of  whom  came  later  by 
way    of  Long  Island  and  Dutchess  and  Ulster 


Counties.  They  were  mostly  young  men  of  steady, 
industrious,  frugal  habits.  Its  dmber  lias  been 
used,  and  it  has  no  near  railroad. 

The  first  church  was  the  Presbyterian,  of  which 
Samuel  Fuller  was,  for  16  years,  the  first  pastor. 
It  was  organized  in  1792.  A  Baptist  Church  was 
formed  about  the  same  time,  witii  Timoth}-  Green, 
pastor ;  a  Friend's  meeting,  Reuben  Palmer, 
preacher,  was  organized  in  1795,  and  a  little  later, 
a  ?kIethodist  Church.  Rev,  Samuel  Fuller  left 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  18 10,  and  organized  an 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  was  for  31  years 
rector. 

The  town  has  been  remarked  for  good  roads 
and  good  district  schools.  Select  schools  were 
sustained  when  needed.  In  the  Academy  at  Rens- 
selaerville.  Judge  Bradle\',  now  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court,  received  his  early  academic  edu- 
cation. Among  natives  of  the  town  who  have 
attained  to  public  distinction,  we  have  found  the 
names  of  the  late  Judges  Rufus  W.  Peckham,  -Sr., 
and  Malbone  Watson,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
this  State  ;  Judge  Addison  Niles,  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  California  ;  and  Judge  Mortimer 
Jackson,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Wisconsin. 
IMoses  Patten,  born  in  New  Hampshire,  was  an 
early  school  teacher,  and  afterward  a  Surrogate  of 
the  County  and  a  leading  citizen.  ^'alentine 
Treadwell  was  some  years  an  Assembl_\man  and 
a  prominent  man.  John  Watson,  a  wealthy  manu- 
facturer of  New  York  Citv,  was  born  here,  and  so 
were  Robert  H.  Moore  and  Edward  P.  Durant,  of 
Albany.  The  town  used  to  have  much  of  the  New- 
England  characteristics.  It  has  made  a  good 
record.  Among  its  sons  is  Charles  M.  Jenkins, 
son  of  Jonathan  Jenkins,  of  Ci:>nnecticut  stock, 
who  graduat  ;d  at  Union  College,  under  Dr.  Nott, 
in  1829,  and  at  the  old  Litchfield  Law  School, 
and  has  been  in  the  practice  of  law  in  this  city  for 
50  years. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  Samuel  Boughton  had 
2 1  children  born  to  him  in  this  town.  Daniel 
Shav,  of  the  "  Shay  Rebellion  "  notoriety,  resided 
here  a  few  years  about  1795  to  1800. 

Two  weekly  newspapers  have  been  publi-hed  in 
this  town,  each  having  a  brief  existence — liie 
Rural  Folio  and  the  Renssdaenille  Press. 

W.KTERVLiET,  signifying  ii,'<7A7-y/w(/,  and  so  called, 
probably,  on  account  of  its  peninsular  situation, 
partially  surrounded  by  the  Huelson  and  the 
Mohawk,  was  the  first  incorporatctl  town  in  the 
county.  It  was  formed  March  7,  1788,  and  then 
included  all  of  West  Rensselaerwyck,  and  all  of 
the  present  county,  except  the  City  of  .Mb.niy.  as 
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TO 


it  was  at  the  date  of  its  charter  in  1686.  After 
parting  with  its  territory  to  form  the  nine  other 
towns  of  the  county,  it  took  back  2.  part  of  Colonie 
m  1815,  and  gave  up  the  same,  with  considerable 
more,  to  the  City  of  Albany  in  1870.  In  the  same 
year  Albany  offered  to  give  Watervliet  its  .sparscl}' 
settled  and  sterile  lands  in  the  northwest  part  of 
the  city,  which,  the  town  having  lieclined  to  recei\  e 
the  gift,  was  the  next  year  transferred  to  (Guilder- 
land.  By  the  session  laws  of  1S30  and  1S33,  a 
portion  of  its  lands  were  conditionally  ceded  to 
the  United  States,  "for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
and  maintaining  thereon  arsenals,  magazines, 
dockyards  and  other  necessary  buildings. "  Niska- 
yuna,  in  -Schenectady  County,  was  formed  in  1809, 
largely  from  Watervliet.  Cohoes  was  incorporated 
as  a  city  ]\Iay  19,  1S69. 

The  census  of  1875  gives  the  town  an  area  of 
30,697  acres.  Its  boundaries  are  :  north,  by 
Schenectady  County  and  Mohawk  River  ;  east,  by 
Cohoes,  the  Mohawk  and  the  Hudson  Rivers,  taking 
in  the  islands  west  of  the  middle  of  said  rivers  ; 
south,  by  Albany  ;  and  west  by  Albany  and  Guil- 
derland. 

The  surface  of  the  town  is  considerably  varied. 
Along  the  Hudson  extend  wide  alknial  lands, 
rising  above  which  are  inoderate  hill  slopes,  fur- 
nishing fine  suburban  building  sites,  and  a  soil 
well  adapted  for  gardens  and  small  farms.  Most 
of  the  surface  is  an  upland  of  light  sandy  loam, 
100  to  300  feet  higher  than  the  river,  intersected  by 
•ravines  formed  by  numerous  small  streams.  With 
its  river  confines,  its  steam  and  horse  railroads,  and 
its  canals,  it  has  rare  facilities  for  transportation  and 
travel.  To  say  nothing  of  its  flourishing  villages  of 
Green  Island  and  West  Troy,  its  location  near 
Albany,  Troy,  Cohoes  and  Schenectady  gives  ex- 
traordinary facilities  for  marketing  its  products  and 
for  trade.  i\Iilk,  culinary  vegetables  and  fruit  find 
a  ready  market  near  home. 

These  inducements  have  led  to  the  settlement 
and  cultivation  of  a  territory,  most  of  which  is  not 
very  fertile  or  attractive  by  nature. 

The  first  settlers  were,  untloubtedly,  Dutch 
farmers  holding  manorial  leases.  They  were  poor 
and  their  progress  was  slow. 

The  first  organized  Church  was  the  Dutch  Re- 
formed at  the  Boght,  a  bow  made  by  the  junction 
of  the  Hudson  and  Mohawk.  It  was  established 
by  Rev.  Eilardus  Wcsterlo,  of  Albanv,  A[)ril  17, 
1784. 

The  Shakers,  a  peculiar  religious  sect,  came  to 
Watervliet  and  established  a  community  in  1776. 
They  were  under  the  leadership  of  "Mother  Ann 


I.ee,  '  their    founder,    a    nati\e    of  Manclicster, 
England.     Here  she  died,  September  8,  17S4,  at 
the  age  of  48  \  ears,  and  here  was  buried.  They 
now  number  about  300.     They  occupy  3,500 
acres  of  well-improved  land,  watered  by  four  ])onds 
I  of  about  10  acres  each.    Their  dwellings  and  other 
buildings  are  neat  and  convenient  ;   their  farms 
are  well  stocked.     As  a  people  they  are  remarkable 
j  for  habits  of  industry,  frugality,  onler,  neatness  and 
!    integrit}'  in  their  dealings.     The}'  eschew  v.'ar  and 
j  politics.     Of  course  they  are  prosperous.  They 
have   their   religious   meeting   house   and  their 
schools,  antl  publish  Tlw  Shuker,  a  monthl}-  eilited 
by  G.  A.  Lomas. 

Besides  the  towns  before  named,  out  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Watervliet  have  been  formed  six  incor- 
porated villages  and  one  city  since  this  century 
began,  viz  :  Watervliet.  March  30,  1801,  changed 
to  Colonie,  April  9,  1804,  now  obsolete  and  an- 
nexed to  the  City  of  Albany  ;  Gibbonsville,  April 
23,  1823,  changed  to  West  Troy,  April  30,  1S36  ; 
Cohoes,  April  12,  1855,  changed  to  City  of  Cohoes, 
-May  19,  1869  ;  Green  Island,  October  14,  1S55, 
and  ]\Iay  12,1 869. 

Loudonville,  on  the  old  Loudon  road,  three 
-  miles  from  Albany  ;  Newtonville,  named  for  John 
M.  Newton,  four  miles  from  Albany  ;  and 
]\Ienands,  two  miles  from  Albany,  are  very  jileasant 
hamlets  in  which  many  of  the  business  men  of 
Albany  resiiie. 

West  Albany  is  situated  two  miles  northwest  fnjm 
the  city,  about  the  center  of  the  south  line  of 
Watervliet.  It  contains  the  extensive  repair  shops 
of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad,  and  has,  for 
many  years,  been  widely  known  as  one  of  the 
largest  cattle  markets  in  the  United  States.  It  is 
connected  with  the  city  by  street  cars,  as  well  as  by 
the  Central  Railroad. 

The  United  States  Arsenal,  situated  on  105  acres, 
lying  on  the  Hudson,  near  \\'est  Troy  village,  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  Government,  was  lo- 
cated in  1 813.  The  building  was  commenced 
under  Col.  George  Burnford  in  18 14. 

The  Albany  Rural  Cemetery,  the  St.  Agnes 
Cemetery,  the  Anshe  Emeth,  lying  contiguous  to 
each  other,  unsurpassed  in  this  country  for  natural 
and  artistic  fitness  to  their  purpose,  are  situated  in 
Watervliet.  about  two  miles  north  from  Albany. 

The  very  conveniently  located  and  well-appointed 
County  Agricultural  Fair  Grounds  are  nearly  twr) 
miles  north  of  Albany.  The  State  Fairs  have  been 
held  here. 

The  New  York  Central  and  Rensselaer  and  Sara- 
;  toga  Railways,    the  Erie  Canal,    the  Champlain 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBAAT. 


Horse    Railway  all 
Few  towns  surjiass 


at  ■  ■  the  Flats, "  just 
row  near  the  banks 


Canal  and  the  Watervliet 
traverse  portions  of  this  town 
this  in  traveling  facilities. 

The  ScliU}ler  Residence, 
south  of  the  village  of  West 
of  the  river,  is  an  interesting  spot,  associated  as  it 
is  with  the  interesting  scenes  in  the  life  of  "Aunt 
Schuyler,"  ]\Irs.  Grant's  '•  American  Lad\.  "  Dr. 
James  Wade,  Dr.  E.  ^I.  Waile,  Edward  Wade, 
Esq.,  Gov.  Leland  Sanford,  J.  B.  Jermain.  Thomas 
Flillhouse,  Isaac  Lawsim,  Joseph  Lawson,  Geo. 
L.  Stedman,  John  W.  McNamara,  Dr.  Michael 
Freleigh,  Weare  C.  Little,  Charles  Van  Zandt,  are 
among  the  well-known  natives  or  long-time  resi- 
dents of  diis,  our  oldest  town.  Hon.  Benj.  F. 
Wade  was  once  a  teacher  in  this  town,  and  Rev. 
William  Arthur,  father  of  Chester  A.  Arthur,  taught 
a  boarding  school  in  one  of  its  villages. 

Westerlo  was  named  in  honor  of  Rev.  Eilardus 
Westerlo,  a  Dutch  clergyman,  who  was  pastor  of 
the  First  Refcrmed  Church  in  Albany  from  1760  to 
1790.  It  was  formed  from  Coeymans  and  Rens- 
selaerville,  March  16,  1815;  has  an  area  of  35. 976 
acres  ;  and  is  bounded,  north  by  Berne  and  New 
Scotland,  east  by  New  Scotland  and  Coe\'mans, 
south  by  Greene  Count}',  and  west  by  Rensselaer- 
ville. 

Its  surface  is  broken  and  hill\'_,  inclining  southerly 
for  the  most  part.  Its  valleys  are  narrow  ravines  ; 
its  ridges  are  adapted  to  pasturage.     Sand  and 


gravel  mixed  widi  muck  and  clay,  lying  on  hard- 
pan,  form  the  arable  soil.  Stone  used  in  field 
walls  is  plenty,  and  flagging  stones  are  taken  from 
several  fine  (piarries.  The  highest  elevation  is  about 
800  feet  above  sea  level. 

The  leading  industry  is  agriculture,  hay  being 
the  principal  product  for  the  market. 

The  manufactures  are  chiefly  those  demanded  by 
"a  rural  population.  There  is  a  cheese  factory  near 
Chesterville. 

The  settlement  of  tlie  town  began  before  the 
Revolution.  Among  the  early  settlers  were  Nicholas 
Stoddard,  Rev.  Reuben  Stanton,  Josiah  Hinckley, 
Isaac  Winston,  Dr.  Jonathan  Prosser,  James  Arnold, 
William  Read,  Abram  Becker,  William  Haverland, 
Jacob  and  Lodowick  Haynes.  Philip  Myers,  a  na- 
tive of  Germany,  came  in  1763.  Andrew  Hannay 
came  from  Scotland  later.  In  1777,  inspired  by 
a  spirit  of  patriotism,  he  raised  a  company  of 
volunteers  and  came  as  far  as  Albany  with  them, 
to  join  Gen.  Gates  against  Burgoyne,  too  late  for 
service. 

Yankees  came  into  the  setdement  more  freely  after 
the  Revolution.  The  people,  as  a  whole,  are  re- 
markable for  good  habits  rural  tastes,  and  domestic 
virtues. 

About  i8qo  the  Baptist  Church,  at  Chesterville, 
was  formed,  with  Roswell  Beckwith,  first  pastor. 
About  the  same  time,  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church 
at  Van  Leuven's  Corners  was  formed. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS 

OF  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


EARLY  HISTORY.— The  office  of  Super\isor 
is  one  of  the  most  ancient  town  and  county 
offices  in  this  State.  It  was  established,  though 
w  ith  ill-defined  powers,  under  what  is  known  as  the 
"Duke's  laws, "  or  Laws  promulgated  soon  after 
the  Duke  of  York  acquired  the  title  to  the  territorv 
embraced  in  the  province  of  New  York — formerly 
New  Netherlantis — through  the  Charter  of  his  royal 
brother, "Charles  H. 

Under  the  Duke's  Laws  tlie  province  was  method- 
ically laid  out  into  towns  and  counties,  and  pro- 
visions were  made  for  a  vSupervisor  m  each  town, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  oversee  the  financi^il  affairs  of 
the  towns  and  counties.  Pro\isions  were  also 
made  for  an  annual  meeting  r)f  all  die  Supervisors  in 
the  County,  constituting  a  Board  ol'Super\ isor->,  with 
powers  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  County  Utlicers, 
etc. 


At  first,  as  we  have  seen,  the  office  in  this  State 
was  confineil  to  t'le  suj)ervisiun  of  the  finances  of 
the  town  and  count}  ;  but,  as  time  went  on,  its 
powers  and  jurisdiction  were  enlarged,  until  it  be- 
came essentially  a  legislative  body — in  a  word,  the 
legislature  of  the  county,  having  the  same  relation 
to  the  county  that  the  legislature  has  to  the  State, 
each  town  in  the  county  occupying  the  position  in 
regard  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  that  the  counties 
do  to  the  Slate  Legislature.  * 


*L'nder  the  State  Laws,  a  SupurvUor  a  public  oiTiccr,  charged  with 
certain  duties  to  his  town,  liis  county  and  to  the  publio  at  l.ir;^c.  He  is 
a  creature  ot"  the  St.ttute  La.i-,  and  iias  no  powers  r>r  righti  other  than 
those  which  the  I.egi~lature  has  expressly  confened  upon  hini,  and  th<>»e 
which  are  incident  to  and  necessary  for  a  proper  exercise  of  such  expr.-s« 
powers  and  rights.  His  l'uni.ti>ns  are  three  fold:  Fir5t.  as  a  town 
ofiiccr,  and  which  are  to  be  di^Mi.ir^ed  by  hint  either  indiv idualiy  or  in 
connection  w  ith  other  town  oiTicers  ;  second,  as  a  member  ol  the  Hoard 
of  County  Canvas-ers;  third,  .is  a  County  Otli';er,  and  which  are  to 
be  discharged  in  connect  on  w  itii  the  other  Supervisors  of  the  county 
sitting  as  a  board. 
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One  of  the  remarkable  features  in  its  history  is  the 
manner  in  which  its  local  lei^islativc  po-,vers  have  in- 
creased. For  many  years  the  office  was  limited  to 
the  duties  we  liave  described. 

On  June  19,  1703,  the  Provincial  LcLrislature 
or  General  Assembly  passed  an  act,  enlarging  the 
powers  and  dudes  of  Supervisors,  which  act  was  en- 
titled "An  Act  for  the  better  explaininj^  and  more 
eftectuallv  putting  in  execution  tiie  duties  of  Super- 
visors and  other  town  oflicers.  " 

The  curious  and  sv)mewliat  significant  language 
of  the  following  preamble  to  tliis  act  exhibits  the 
construction  which  those  early  legislatures  ga\e  the 
duties  and  powers  of  the  office. 

Preamble.  "Forasmuch  as  many  disputes,  cavils,  con- 
troversies and  mistaki-s  have  happened  and  been  occasioned 
as  well  by  tlie  (lenerality  of  the  Words  in  a  Certain  Act  of 
General  Assembly,  entitled  '  An  act  for  defraying:  of  the 
publick  and  necessary  char<;e  throut^hout  this  Province, 
and  for  maintainrnt;  the  poor  and  preventintj  Va^^'abonds, ' 
as  many  other  Omissions  and  Defects  Experience  has  foimd 
and  observed  in  the  same  Act." 

The  act  provides  for  the  election,  by  the  free- 
hold inhabitants  of  each  town  in  e\ery  county  in 
the  Province,  of  one  Supervisor,  a  freeholder  of 
the  town,  whose  duty — to  use  the  language  of 
the  act — ■ 

"  It  shall  be  to  compute,  ascertain,  examine,  oversee  and 
allow  the  continj^ent,  publick  and  necessary  charge  of  each 
County;  and  al>o  there  shall  be  in  each  town,  manor  and 
precinct,  by  the  freeholders  thereof  annually  chosen,  two 
Assessors  and  one  Collector,  which  Supervisor,  Assessors 
and  Collector  shall  be  annually  idiose  in  every  town,  on 
the        Tu"-''ay  in  April. 

"The  Supervisors  so  chosen  shall  meet  annually  at  the 
county  town  in  each  respective  county,  on  the  first  Tuesday 
in  October,  and  at  such  other  times  as  they  shall  deem 
necessary  to  examine  and  compute  all  such  jmblick  necessary 
contingent  char^jes  as  they  shall  fmd  their  respective  counties 
properly  chargeable  with,  and  all  such  sum  or  sums  of  money 
as  shall  be  brought  and  exhibited  before  them  shall  be  im- 
posed and  laid  on  the  same  counties,  as  proviiied  by  the  law 
of  the  Colony.'' 

Provisions  were  made  for  the  collection  of  the 
said  moneys  b_\'  taxation  on  the  valuation  of  the 
real  estate  in  each  of  the  towns  in  the  county,  and 
hence  the  question  of  establishing  the  valuation  of 
the  lands  in  the  respective  towns  early  became  one 
of  paramount  importance. 

.\fter  the  collection  of  the  money,  under  the  pro- 
vision of  the  act,  it  was  paid  into  the  hands  of  the 
County  Treasurer,  to  be  disbursed  by  that  officer 
very  much  in  the  manner  in  wliich  the  county  funds 
are  now  disbursed  by  the  County  Treasurer. 

This  brings  us  to  consider  brielly  the  office  of 
CouN'TY  Trk.vslrer,  wliose  duties  are  larcelv  con- 
nected with  the  Uoard  of  Supervisors,  'fhis  is 
another  very  ancient  office  in  the  State,  one  of  the 
first  established  under  the  English  Colonial  laws: 
irtdeed,  an  office  quite  similar  to  that  of  Countv 
Treasurer  which  existed  under  die  Dutch  Colonial 
Government. 

The  duties  of  this  officer  undef  the  act  of  1703 
ditfered  but  very  little  from  those  of  County  Treas- 
urers at  the  present  time.  He  exhibited  to  the 
Supervisors  a  y  early  account  of  all  moneys  received 
and  disbursed  by  him  during  the  year,  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  sources  through  which  he  received  the 
money,  and  the  account  up'^n  which  he  disbursed 
11 


it.  He  was  then,  as  now,  liable  to  an  action  at  the 
suit  of  the  Supervisors  for  any  default  or  miscarriage 
in  the  ilischarge  of  tiie  duties  of  his  office. 

Any  Supervisor,  Assessor  or  Collector  refusing  to  act 
respectively  forfeited  five  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  any 
person  delayed,  wronged  or  injured  by  any  such  refusal  to 
act. 

It  will  be  seen  that  .Vssessors  and  Town  Collectors  are  of- 
ficers of  great  antiquity,  and  the  rea'lerof  Colonial  ami  State 
I  history  is  surprised  that  so  many  of  the  present  State.  County 
!  and  Town  oliicers,  with  similar  powere,  existed  during  the 
I  English  Colonial  Governmeut  of  the  province,  notwithstand- 
!  ing  the  sweeping  innovations  made  by  the  State  Constitution 
I    and  State  laws. 

i       The  act  tif  1 703,  concerning  Supervisors,  contln- 
i   ued  in  existence  with  some  slight  changes  until 
I   Marcii-24,  1772,  when  it  was  amended,  so  far  as 
!   the  County  of  Albany  was  concerned,  to  authorize 
j   the  annual  election  of  Supervisors  in  that  County  to 
I   take  place  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May.    This  act 
I  al.so  provided  for  the  election  in  Albany  County,  at 
the  same  time,  of  two  Overseers  of  the  Pock,  /zco 
j   Constable:^,  hvo  Fence  V/t-ivers  and  one  Tuivn  Clerk. 
I      The  duties  of  the  oftice  of  Town  Clerk  were  pre- 
;   viously  to  this  discharged  by  the  Supervisor  of  the 
Town.     None  but  freeholders  could  vote  frir  these 
respective  officers.     -Vlter  the  adijption  of  the  first 
State  Constitution,  the  otffce  of  Supervi.sor,  and  the 
time  of  their  election  was  changed  by  an  action  of 
j   the  State  legislature,  passed  March  7,  1788,  which 
1   provided  f  jr  the  holding  of  tow  n  meetings  in  the 
various  towns  in  the  State  tor  the  choice  of  Town 
Officers. 

The  time  for  holding  these  meetings  was  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  .\pril  of  each  and  e\ery  year.  At 
these  meetings  the  following  officers  were  elected  iii 
each  town:  A  Supervisor,  Town  Clerk,  one  -As- 
.sessor.  Collector,  Overseer  of  the  Poor.  Commis- 
sioners of  Highways,  0\'erseer  of  the  Highway  or 

!  Pathmaster,  four  Constables,  Fence  Viewers  and 
Pound-master.  By  this  act  the  Town  ot  .Albany 
was  empowered  to  elect  two  Assessors  instead  ot 
one,  as  in  other  counties. 

.\mong  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act  on  the 

j  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  County  of  Albany,  and 
many  other  counties  in  the  State,  but  more  largely 

I   exerci.sed  in  Albany,  was  that  of  overseeing  and 

I  executing  the  laws  relative  to  the  poor  of  the  county 

I  and  towns  through  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  elected 

j   in  the  varic^us  towns. 

The  offiCe  of  Superintendents  of  die  Poor  was  not 

I   then  in  existence,  and  never  has  existed  in  the 

I   County  of -Albany. 

In  our  history  of  the  Charities  of  the  County  and 
the  Executors  of  the  Poor  Law  s,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  ancient  office  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  with 
largely  increased  powers,  still  exists  in  the  County 
of  Albany.  Their  powers  and  duties  will  be  more 
fullv  considered  hereafter. 

j  The  manner  in  which  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  have  trom  time  to  time 

j   been  enlarged  and  extended  will  be  described  under 

i   the  head  of  •  ' Statutory  and  Legal  History  of  the 

!  Board." 

i  riiere  has  been  considerable  litigation  in  the  State 
'  concerning  the  powers  and  ilutics  of  the  Sui>ervis<  irs. 
I  The  case  of  Downing  vs.  Rugar,  reported  21  Wen- 
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dell,  1 8 1,  will  be  read  with  profit  and  interest. 
The  ofiice  of  Supervisor  and  the  iliities  of  J3oards 
of  Supervisors  continued  to  be  the  subject  of  legisla- 
tive enactment,  varying  the  duties  of  the  olTice  in 
minor  particulars,  down  to  the  adoption  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes  by  the  State  Legislature  in  1830,  by 
which  their  pow  ers  and  iluties  were  greatly  enlarged 
and  the  Board  ren<lered  more  emphatically  a  legis- 
lative body,  with  powers  of  local  legislation,  since 
greatly  enlarged. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  Supervisors  in  regartl 
to  the  poor  and  charitable  institutions  of  the  County 
of  Albany  difler  in  many  respects  from  those  of 
Supervisors  in  that  regard  in  other  counties  of  the 
State.  This  subject  will  be  more  fully  considered 
in  another  part  of  this  work,  in  the  chapter  on  Pl'b- 
Lic  Charitiks,  in  which  the  duties  of  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  the  Superintendent  and  Overseers  of  the 
Almshouse,  and  other  charitable  institutions  will 
be  described. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  easily  be  seen  that  the 
history  of  the  Board  of  Su{)er\  isors  of  the  County  of 
Albany  is  of  the  greatest  importance,  from  the  fact 
that  it  embraces  such  a  variety  of  historical  matter. 

STATUTORY  AND  LEGAL   HISTORY  OF 
THE  BOARD. 

EARLY  LEGISLATIVE  ACTS. 

One  of  the  earliest  acts  of  the  Legislature  toucli- 
ing  the  Supervisors  of  Alliany,  was  an 

Act  OF  1792. — An  act  passed  the  iith  of  April, 
1792,  made  it  the  duty  of  one  of  the  judges  and 
one  of  the  Supervisors  of  the  Counties  of  Colum- 
bia, Rensselaer  and  Saratoga  to  meet  once  in  every 
year  with  the  Supervisors  and  one  or  more  of  the 
judges  of  the  County  of  Albany  for  inspecting  and 
examining  the  mortgages,  minutes  and  accounts  of 
the  Loan  Officers  appointed  in  the  County  of  Al- 
bany. This  act  was  amended  on  February  25, 
1799,  rendering  it  lawful  for  Supervisors  of  the 
County  of  Albany,  or  a  majority  of  them,  together 
with  one  or  more  of  the  said  judges  of  the 
said  county,  and  such  of  the  judges  and  Super- 
visors of  the  other  counties  as  might  appear, 
to  perform  the  duties  mentioned  in  the  Act  of 
April,  1792. 

Act  Concerning  Public  Lands  of  Coinit. — 
Doubts  having  arisen  upon  the  operation  of  con- 
veyances of  land,  made  to  the  Supervisors  of  the 
counties  in  this  State  for  the  use  of  such  counties 
for  public  buildings  and  other  county  purposes,  an 
act  was  passed  April  25,  1799,  vesting  in  the 
Supervisors  of  the  counties  in  this  State  respective- 
ly apd  their  successors  such  estate  in  the  lands 
aforesaid,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  as  everv  such 
conveyance  shall  im[)rirt  to  grant  and  convey  for 
the  uses  therein  exjiressed. 

This  is  a  very  important  act,  establishing  the 
right  of  countie.s,  through  the  respective  Boards  of 
Supervisors,  to  hold  lands  in  fee  for  court-houses, 
jails,  poor-houses  and  alms-houses,  and  other  lands 
to  be  used  for  county  purposes. 

Change  of  Time  for  Holding  Elections. — 
Down  to  April,  1825,  the  annual  meetings  of  tlie 


Board  of  Supervisors  in  the  County  of  Albany 
were  held  in  April.    On  April  29,  1825,   an  act 
was  passeil    directing   that   the    Sujicrvisors  of 
'<  Albany  and  some  other   counties   sli(,uld  hold 
1   their  annual  meetini^s  on  the  Tuesday  next  after 
the    annual    election    in    each    and  every  year, 
and  at  the  places  before    prcniiled    for  by  law 
;  for  the  meeting  of  the  lioard  of  Canvassers  lor  the 
votes  at  the  annual  election  in  the  Countv  of  Al- 
bany and  other  counties. 

A  Board  of  Canvass. — It  was  also  enacted  that 
I   in  the  County  of  Albany  and  some  other  counties 
i  the   Bcxird   of    Canvassers,   including  the  Clerk 
of  said  counties  or  their  deputies,  .should,   on  the 
Tuesday  next  after  the  annual  election,  meet  at  the 
places  where  the  said  respective  Boards  of  Supervis- 
j  ors  were  in  session,  and  then  and  there  proceed  to 
I  canvass  and  certify  the  votc.<  given  at  such  election 
j  in  manner  provided  by  the  tenth  section  of  the  act 
!  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  Elections, passed 
April,  1822.   The  act  of  April  19,  1825,  was  after- 
I  ward  substantially  extended  to  all  the  counties  in 
j  the  State.    As  may  be  seen,   it   made  the  Board 
j  of   Supervisors   in    the  County    of   Albany,  as 
well  as  in  all  other  counties,  except  New  York,  a 
Board  of  Canvassers, 

Appointing  Power. — By  the  act  to  which  we 
have  referred  the  .Supervisiirs  of  Albanv  County 
had  conferred  upon  them  the  power,  with  the 
i  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  of  appoint- 
ing Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  Commissioners  to 
take  the  acknowledgment  of  deeds  in  the  county, 
j  and  for  that  purpose  they  met  on  the  Wednesday 
next  after  the  annual  election  in  each  and  every 
count}-,  in  each  and  ever_\-  year,  at  their  usual  place 
of  meeting. 

Sites  for  County  Buildings. — By  an  Aet 
passed  April  16,  1830,  the  Supervisors  of 
the  City  and  County  of  Albany  were  authorized 
to  raise,  levy  and  collect,  in  four  annual 
installments,  on  and  from  the  taxal)le  prop- 
erty in  said  citv  and  county,  in  the  same 
I  manner  as  other  county  charges  are  levied  and  col- 
j  lected,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  for  the 
purchase  of  a  site  and  for  the  erection  of  a  build- 
ing in  the  City  of  Albany  for  city  and  county  pur- 
poses, which  sum,  to  be  raise^l,  levied  and  collect- 
ed, was  to  be  paid  over  to  the  Z^Iayor.  Aldermen 
and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  Albany,  to  be  ap- 
plied for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Unison  of  Affairs  of  Cut  and  County, — This 
j  act  shows  how  closely  the  municipal  affairs  of  the 
!  city  and  the  atTairs  of  the  county  were  uniteil — a 
I  unison  that  has  continued,  more  or  less,  down  to 
!  the  present  time. 

i  Bv  the  said  act  the  Supervisors  of  the  City  and 
County  were  required,  in  adtlition  to  the  tifteen 
thousand  dollars,  to  raise  upon  the  taxable  prop- 
erty of  the  City  of  Albany  alone  such  sums  of 
money,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $40,000,  to  be 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  site  and  the  erection 
of  a  building  for  city  and  county  purposes.  This 
building  was  what  was  known  as  the  A<Tf'  Ci(v  Hall. 

A/kiHs/ihwiiI  (if /he  rlislinclion  helwecn   Ta-u  't  and 
County  Poor,  in  the  City  and  County  0/  Albany. — A 
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law  abolishing  the  distinction  between  town  and 
county  poor  in  the  Citv  and  County  of  Albany 
was  passed  iNIarch  17,  1832.  This  act  made  it 
lawiul  for  the  J5oard  of  Sui»ervisors  of  the  County 
of  Alban)-,  and  the  ]N[ay(;r,  AUlermen  and  Com- 
monalty of  tlie  City  of  Albany,  to  enter  into  any 
contract  or  agreement  between  them  to  abolish  all 
distinction  between  town  and  county  poor  in  ilie 
said  city  and  county,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
May  then  next,  and  for  appropriating  the  alms- 
house and  flxrm  beloni;;ing  thereto,  in  the  City  of 
Albany,  for  the  support  of  all  poor  in  the  city  and 
county,  transient  and  resident,  and  for  the  allow- 
ance of  such  sum,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  city  by  the 
county  for  the  use  of  the  same,  and  for  any  addi- 
tional building  and  a])purtenances,  as  the  said  Su- 
pervisors and  the  said  iNIayor,  Aldermen  and  Com- 
monalty may  agree  upon.  The  act  further  pro- 
vided as  follows  : 

"  Every  poor  person  entideJ  to  support,  in  the  City  and 
County  of  Albany,  sliall  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  May, 
1832,  be  supported  and  maintained  by  the  ^[ayor,  Alder- 
men and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  Albany,  at  the  expense 
of  the  county.  All  such  poor  persons  shall  be  removed  by  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  several  towns,  and  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  of  the  City  of  .VUiany,  to  the  said  Alms 
House,  at  the  expense  of  the  several  towns  and  the  city;  and 
thereafter  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  removal  of  any  poor 
person  from  any  town  in  the  county  shall  be  paid  on  the 
certificate  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Alms  House  by  the  Cham- 
berlain of  the  City  of  Albany." 

!\Iayor  of  Ai,baxy  to  have  Charge  of  Alms 
House. — It  was  also  provided  that  the  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  Albany- 
should  have  the  charge  and  care  of  said  Alms 
House  and  farm,  and  of  all  the  said  persons  who 
might  be  removed  there  for  support,  and  that  they 
should  appoint  a  su[)erintendent  and  physician, 
and  employ  other  persons  necessary  for  the  man- 
agement and  government  of  the  same.  All  moneys 
which  should  be  received  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Excise,  and  all  moneys  received  by  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  in  their  official  capacity,  were  to  be  paid 
over  to  the  Chamberlain  of  the  City,  for  the  flavor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  within  thirty  days  af- 
ter the  receipt  thereof 

Te-Mpokary  Reijef  for  the  Poor. — The  act  pro- 
vides that  temporary  relief  might  be  granted  to 
poor  persons  b_\'  the  ses  eral  Ov  erseers  of  the  Poor  of 
the  county,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  ten  dollars 
for  any  one  person  or  family,  witliout  the  assent  of 
the  Supervisi  ir  of  the  town  w  here  such  relief  is 
granted,  or,  if  in  the  City  of  .Vlbany.  without  the 
consent  of  the  Board  of  Magistrates  for  the  relief 
and  support  of  the  poor  of  the  city.  This  written 
consent  must  accompany  tiie  order  of  tlie  [ustice 
granting  such  relief  and  entitle  the  over.seer  to  re- 
ceive any  sum  paitl  in  pursuance  of  such  order, 
from  the  Chamberlain  of  the  city. 

City  Chambereaix  axd  Slt-ekvisors. — It  «  as 
provideil  that  at  tlie  next  annual  meeting  of  the 
Board  o(  Supervisors,  after  the  passage  of  the  said 
act,  and  at  each  annual  meeting  '.hereafter,  there 
shall  be  a  general  settlement  between  the  Chamber- 
lain of  the  City  and  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  re- 
gard to  the  disbursements  of  all  moneys  connected 


'■  with  the  poor,  and  all  other  matters  connected  with 

the  poor  of  the  county. 
I      It  was  provided  that  the  act  to  which  we  have 
I  referred  should  continue  in  force  ibr  live  years 
j  from  the  first  day  of  May,  1832.    r^Iost  of  its  pro- 
j  visions  were  retained  by  subsequent  acts  for  many 
!  vears,  and  some  ot  them  in  a  varied  form  down  to 
\  the  present  time.    It  was  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant and  practicable  acts  touching  the  maintenance 
of  the  poor  in  the  county  and  city,  and  the  man- 
agement of  the  Almshouse  ever  enacted,  and  it  is 
I  the  first  act  which  fully  and  equitably  abolished  the 
i  distinction  of  county  and  city  poor. 
I      Overseers  of  the  Poor. — An  act  of  April  15, 
1837,  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  to  obtain  an  order  from  Justices  to  au- 
thorize temjiorary  relief 

Salary  of  District  Attorxey. — By  the  act  of 
February  21,  1840,  the  Supervisors  were  empow- 
1  ered  to  fix  the  salary  of  District  Attorney.  The 
act  of  May  14,  1840,  fixed  the  time  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  the  first 
Monday  of  August  of  each  year.    The  Board  of 
i  Supervisors  were  to  cause  a  corrected  assessment  roll 
I  of  each  town  or  ward  in  the  city  and  county,  or  a 
fair  copy  thereof,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Collector  of 
each  town  or  ward  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of 
September  of  each  year. 

THE  BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS  AND  THE  PENI- 
TENTIARY. 

The  first  step  taken  toward  the  erection  of  the  Peniten- 
j  tiary  in  the  County  of  .-Mbany  was  the  act  of  April  13, 
1  1844,  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  construction  of  a  Penitentiary, 
j  and  in  relation  to  the  relief  of  the  Poor  in  tlie  County  of 
I  Albany."  We  shall  refer  more  at  length  to  this  act  in  an- 
:  other  part  of  this  work,  in  our  chapter  on  Penitentiaries  and 
!   punitive  estaljlishments. 

I  The  act  directs  that  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the 
j  County  of  Albany  shall  cause  to  be  erected,  at  such  place 
'  within  the  limits  of  the  county  as  shall  be  directed,  a  suita- 
ble building  or  buildings  for  a  Penitentiary,  for  the  safe 
keeping  and  employment  of  vagrants,  disorderly  persons 
I  and  all  prisoners  tcxcept  in  cases  of  conviction  for  felony), 
1  who  shall  be  sentenced  to  confinement  at  hard  labor,  or  to 
j  solitary  imprisonment,  by  any  Court  held  in  the  said  county 
j  or  in  the  City  of  Albany. 

!       The  act  a])pointed  Samuel  Pruyn  and  Barent  P.  Staats, 

of  the  City  of  Albany,  atid  Louis  yi.  Dayton,  of  Rensselaer- 
t  ville,  in  said  county,  commis.-ioners  to  select  a  proper  loca- 
j   tion  for  the  site  of  the  said  Penitentiary,  with  proper  grounds 

to  be  attached  thereto,  within  six  months  after  the  passa'^e 
I   of  the  said  law,  and  to  report  such  location,  with  a  detailed  . 

plan  for  the  construction,  management  and  discipline  of  the 
j  Penitentiary,  and  an  estuiuUe  of  the  expenses  of  the  said  land 
j  for  the  site,  and  of  the  construction  thereof,  to  the  Board  of 
\  Supervisors.  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  said  report  the  Board 
j  of  Supervisors,  with  the  Mayor  and  Recorder  of  the  city, 
I  associated  with  the  said  Board  for  that  purpose,  were  di- 
\  reeled  to  examine  the  ~ame  and  determine  thereupon  :  and 
j  the  said  Supervisors,  May^-  and  Recorder  were  empowered 
I  to  alter,  modify,  reduce  or  increase  the  site,  plan  or  expense 
j  of  construction  of  said  Penitentiary,  as  specified  in  the  plan  ot 

said  commissioners,  in  any  manner  as  to  them  shall  seem  fit 
1  or  necessary.  The  commissiotiers,  at  the  expiration  of 
I  ninety  days  alter  the  making  and  delivery  of  saiil  report  to 
I  the  chairman  or  clerk  of  the  Board,-  «ere  to  procure  the 
I  lands  necessary  for  the  site  of  the  said  Penitentiary,  and  pro- 
!  ceed  to  construct  the  same  ut  such  place  and  on  such  plan  in 

all  respects  as  tlie  said  Board  of  Supervisors,  the  Mayor  and 
j   Reci)rder  have  approved  and  directed. 

The  act  lurtlier  empowereil  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to 
I  borrow  money,  on  the  expense  of  the  county,  necessary  to 
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defray  all  tlu-  expenses  of  procuriii;^  llio  >ito  aiiil  coniplctinj^ 
the  erection  of  tiie  said  Penitentiary.  The  act  further  em- 
powered the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  rent  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  City  ot  Albany  the  Almshouse  an  I  farm  in 
the  said  city,  together  with  ail  the  fixtures  and  appurtenan- 
ces thereto  (the  property  of  the  Common  Council),  upon 
such  terms  as  could  be  agreed  upon  between  the  said  Com- 
mon Council  and  the  said  I'loard  of  Supervisors.  It  also 
empowered  tlie  said  Board  of  Supervisors,  anil  the  Mavor 
and  Recorder  ot  the  city,  by  their  votes  in  joint  meetioL,',  to 
let  or  farm  out  the  aforesaid  .\ln\shouse  and  farm  (with  all 
the  fixtures  and  appurtenances  therctol,  with  tlie  inmates 
therein,  for  a  term  of  years  not  exceeding  five,  and  to  ap- 
point one  or  more  persons  to  exercise  a  super\dsory  inspect- 
ing and  directing  power  over  the  general  treatment,  fare  and 
well-being  of  the  paupers.  The  Supervisors,  Mayor  and 
Recorder  were  directed  to  make  such  rules  antl  recrulations 
in  relation  to  temporary  relief  to  the  poor,  by  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  in  the  city,  and  in  the  several  towns  in  the 
said  county,  as  they  shall  deem  expedient.  They  also  reg- 
ulate the  salaries  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  look  to  the 
payment  of  physicians,  council  fees  relating  to  the  poor — in 
cases  relating  to  the  poor  accruing  in  the  said  city. 

(The  foregoing  prescribes  the  duties  assigned  the  Super- 
visors touching  the  erection  of  the  Penitentiary.  It  is  an- 
other important  instance  in  which  the  interests  of  the  city 
and  county  are  intimately  united.  The  directions  as  to  the 
management,  etc.,  of  the  Penitentiary  will  be  considered 
elsewhere.) 

This  act  of  April  13,  1844,  was  amended  liy  an  act 
passed  May  13,  1847.  The  Penitentiary  had  then  been  lo- 
cated and  erected  in  the  City  of  Albany,  and  had  been  the 
receptacle  of  prisoners  for  over  one  year  and  a  half.  The 
amendment  to  which  we  have  alluded,  therefore,  referred 
to  the  convicts  in  the  said  Penitentiary,  their  government 
and  management,  etc. 

Another  Act  in  Reg.\rd  to  the  District 
Attorney.- — The  act  of  1849  repealed  the  law  di- 
recting the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  tix  the  fees  of 
District  Attorneys.  About  that  time,  that  office 
was  a  salaried  office,  the  salary  being  fixed  by  the 
Board  of  Supervisors. 

Alter.vtion  oe  Town  Boundaries. — The  duties 
of  the  Legislature  in  regard  to  the  alteration  of 
town  boundaries  and  the  erection  of  new  towns 
had  increased  to  such  an  enormous  extent  that  the 
matter  of  vesting  in  the  Board  of  Supervisors  certain 
legislative  powers  began  to  be  largely  agitated  in 
the  State.  This  agitation  culminated  on  April  3, 
1849,  in  an  act  entitled 

"  An  Act  to  vest  in  the  Board  of  Supervisors  certain 
legislative  powers,  and  to  prescribe  their  fees  for  certain 
services." 

Section  i  of  the  act  empowers  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
to  alter  the  town  boundaries  upon  the  application  to  the 
Board  of  at  least  twelve  freeholders  of  the  town,  and,  with 
Sec.  2,  prescribes  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  in  re- 
gard to  the  alteration  of  boundaries  or  the  erection  of  new 
towns. 

Sec.  3  authorizes  them  to  name  the  new  town,  and 
under  what  circumstances  the  new  name  shall  be  given. 

Sec.  4,  with  tourteen  subdivisions  thereto,  authorizes  the 
Supervi.-or  to  purchase  lands  on  which  to  erect  poor- 
house^-  to  purchase  any  real  estate  necessary  for  the  ercc 
tion  of  any  court-house,  jail,  Clerk's  or  Surrogate's  oflice, 
poorhouse,  or  any  other  county  buildings,  and  to  erect 
such  buildings;  to  fix  the  site  of  any  such  buildmg;  to  au- 
thorize the  sale  or  leasing  of  any  real  estate  belonging  to 
the  county;  to  remove  or  designate  a  new  site  for  any  county 
builditig  when  such  a  removal  >hall  not  exceed  one  mile;  to 
raise  money  by  tax  for  the  erection  of  such  buildings,  not 
exceeding  the  sum  of  $5,000  in  anyone  year,  to  b'irrow 
money  for  the  use  of  such  county,  to  bo  expen^b'd  in  the 
purchase  of  real  estate  or  the  erection  of  public  buddings: 
to  authorize  any  town  in  a  county,  by  a  vote  of  such  town, 
to  borrow  any  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  $4,000  in  one 


year,  to  build  or  repair  any  roads  or  bridges  in  such  town 
and  to  prescribe  the  time  for  the  payment  of  the  same, 
which  shall  be  within  ten  years,  aixi  for  asscssitit;  the  prin- 
ciple an<l  interest  thereof  upon  such  town;  to  tlx  the  time 
and  place  for  holding  their  annual  meeting;  to  extend  and 
determine,  by  resolution  at  their  annual  mcetin'.::,  the  time 
when  each  collector  in  the  county  shall  make  return  to  the 
county  treasurer;  but  such  time  shall  in  no  case  extend  U'- 
yond  the  first  day  of  March  then  next. 

To  make  laws,  and  to  provide  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
same,  for  the  destruction  ol  u  ild  beasts,  thistles  and  other 
no.xious  weeds;  to  prevent  the  injury  and  destruction  of 
sheep  by  dogs,  and  to  levy  and  enforce  the  collection  of  any 
tax  upon  dogs,  and  to  direct  the  application  of  such  tax:  to 
provide  tor  the  protection  of  all  kinds  of  game:  of  shell 
and  other  fish  within  the  waters  of  their  respective  counties. 

This  section  repealed  all  laws  of  this  State  then 
existing  in  relation  to  preserving  or  destroying  and 
taking  wild  beasts  or  birds,  fish  and  shell hsh. 
which  repeal  took  place  on  the  first  tla\- of  Januarv 
1850. 

CVit  NTV  Officers  to  Report  Coxcerninc  Sai..\ry. 
— --\n  important  feature  of  this  act  required  anv 
officer  of  Albany  County  and  other  counties,  whose 
.salary  is  to  be  paid  by  the  county,  to  make  a  re- 
port untler  oath,  to  the  Supervisor  of  the  count\'. 
on  any  subject  or  matter  whatever  connected  with 
the  duties  of  their  office;  and  to  make  such  report 
whenever  called  upon  by  resolution  of  anv  such 
board.  A  neglect  or  refu.sal  on  the  part  of  anv  such 
officer  was  made  a  misdemeanor.  Provisions  are 
made  in  the  said  act  for  loaning  monev  from  the 
Comptroller,  by  towns,  on  the  execution  by  the 
Supervisor  of  such  towns.  The  act  established  the 
following  Fees  for  Supervisors  : 

Each  Supervisor  shall  receive,  over  and  alwve  the  per 
diem  compensation  now  allowed  by  law,  eight  cents  per 
mile  for  all  necessary  travel  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties,  and  three  cents  for  each  name  (for  making  a  copy  of 
the  assessment  roll  of  his  town,  and  making  out  the  tax  bill 
to  be  delivered  to  the  collector)  for  the  first  hundred  names, 
two  cents  per  name  for  the  second  hundred  names,  and  one 
cent  per  name  for  each  name  over  two  hundred.  But  no 
per  diem  allowance  shall  be  made  to  any  Supervisor  while 
employed  in  making  out  such  copy  or  tax. 

Supervisor  a  Salaried  Officer. — An  important 
act  touching  the  office  of  Supervisor  in  the  Countv 
of  Albany  was  passed,  April  13,  1857;  it  made  it 
a  salaried  ofiice,  and  regulated  the  compensation 
of  the  clerk.     We  give  the  act  entire  : 

Section  I.  Every  Sui)ervisor  elected  for  any  town  or  Super- 
visor district  in  the  County  of  .VIbany  shall  receive,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  his  services  and  expeiis'cs  as  such  Supervisor,  a 
salary  as  -uch  Supervisor  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  annum, 
besides  the  travel  fees  now  allowed  by  law;  and  no  such 
Supervisor  shall  be  paid  or  shall  receive  any  other  or 
gi-eater  sum  than  as  herein  provided  for  any  services  or  ex- 
penses as  such  Supervisor,  or  as  an  agent  or  com  miltee  ot 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  said  county. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
of  said  county  to  pay  for  the  services  of  any  clerk  or  clerks 
of  the  said  Board  a  greater  amount  in  the  aggregate  than 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  in  any  one  year. 

Sec.  3.  No  memlier  of  the  Board  ot  Supervisors  of  the 
County  of  Albany  sludl  vote  !oi  any  extra  allowance  to  any 
person  who  is  paid  by  salary:  nor  shall  the  Treasurer  of 
said  county  knowingly  pay  to  any  such  person  any  extra 
allowance.  Every  offense  against  the  provisions  of  this 
■section  shall  be  a  misdemeanor,  punishable  by  a  fine  not 
less  than  the  am  mnt  ot  such  extra  allow.mce,  or  by  im- 
prisonment in  the  county  jail  tor  a  period  not  exceeding  six 
months,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Sec.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 
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By  the  act  (»f  A])ril  15,  1859,  tlic  SuiicrvisDr.s  of 
each  ward  of  the  City  of  Albany  arc  directed  to  be 
elected  at  the  Charter  election  held  upon  the 
second  Tuesday  of  April  of  each  }  ear.  The  act 
repeals  all  other  laws  inconsistent  thorewilh. 

Salary  of  Si  pkrvisors. — The  Act  of  ]May  3, 
1871,  fixed  the  salary  of  the  Supervisors  of  Albany 
County,  in  the  following  language  : 

Sec.  I.  Every  Supervisor  licreafter  to  lie  elected  for  any  j 
town  or  ward  in  the  County  of  Alliany  shall  receive  as  a  , 
compensation  lor  his  service  and  expenses  as  such  Super- 
visor a  salary  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum, 
besides  travel  fees  now  allowed  by  law;  and  no  such  Super- 
visor shall  be  paid  or  shall  receive  anv  other  or  greater  sum 
than  is  herein  provided  for  any  services  or  expenses  as  such 
Supervisor  or  as  an  agent  or  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  of  said  County,  except  for  copying  assessment 
books,  for  which  the  Supervisor  of  the  town  of  Watervliet 
shall  receive  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars, 
and  the  Supervisors  of  the  remaining  towns  and  wards  of 
the  County  not  to  exceed  twenty-five  dollars  each. 

Sec.  2.  Every  offense  against  the  provisions  of  the  above 
section  shall  be  a  mi.^demeanor  punishable  bv  a  fine  of  not 
less  than  fifty  nor  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  or  by  im- 
prisonment in  the  County  jail  for  a  period  not  exceeding  six 
-  months,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Amendment  of  above  Act. — The  Legislature 
passed  an  act  June  7,1875,  amending  secdon  i 
of  the  act  in  relation  to  the  salary  of  Supervisors 
of  Albany  County  abo\e  described,  so  as  to  read 
as  follows  : 

supervisors'  COMrENSATIOX. 

Every  Supervisor  hereafter  to  be  elected  for  any  town  or 
ward  m  the  County  of  Albany  shall  receive  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  his  services  and  expenses  as  such  Supervisor  a  sal- 
ary of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum,  besides 
travel  fees  now  allowed  by  law;  and  no  Supervisor  shall 
be  paid  or  shall  receive  any  other  or  greater  sum  than  is 
herein  provided  for  any  services  or  expenses  as  such  Super-  1 
visor,  or  as  an  agent  or  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors of  said  County,  except  for  copying  and  extending  as- 
sessment books,  for  which  the  Sujjervisor  of  the  town  of 
Watervliet  shall  receive  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  seventy- 
five  dollars,  and  the  Supervisors  of  the  remaining  towns 
and  the  City  of  Cohocs  not  to  exceed  twenty-five  dollars 
each.    The  work  of  copying  and  extending  the  assessment 
books  of  the  several  wards  of  the  City  of  Albany  shall  be  ! 
hereafter  done  by  the  assessors  of  the  said  City  of  Albany,  ! 
who  shall  be  paid  tor  such  work  not  to  exceed  in  all  the  sum  ] 
'  of  twenty-five  dollars  for  each  ward  in  said  city. 

Further  Powers  of  Local  Legislation. — We  have 
already  referred  to  the  powers  of  local  legislation  of  Boards 
ot  Supervisors,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  [une  7, 
1875.  Further  powers  of  local  legislation  and  administration 
were  conferred  on  the  Boards  ot  Supervisors  in  the  several 
counties  of  this  State,  except  in  cities  whose  boundaries  are 
the  same  as  those  of  the  county,  to  make  and  administer 
within  their  respective  counties  laws  and  regulations  as 
follows: 

To  purchase,or  otherwise  acquire  for  the  use  of  the  county, 
real  estate  for  sites  for  court  houses,  clerks'  offices,  and  other 
buildings  for  county  olhces,  and  for  jails  and  such  other 
places  of  confinement  as  may  be  authorized  or  required  by 
^  law;  to  borrow  money  on  county  bonds,  or  other  county  ' 
obligations,  tor  a  period  not  exceeding  fifteen  years,  to  be 
paid  in  annual  installments,  for  the  purposes  specified  in  this  i 
subdivision ;  ljut  in  all  cases  where  a  sujiposed  issue  of  county  i 
bonds  shall,  with  the  amount  of  bonds  issued  under  any  | 
previous  authority  and  still  outstanding,  exceed  the  sum  of  I 
Si, 000,  no  additional  issue  shall      authorized,  except  in  the  | 
Counties  of  Albany,  Erie  and  Kings,  unless  by  the  consent  i 
of  a  maiority  of  all  the  electors  voting  on  the  question;  to 
change  the  location  of  county  buildmgs,  and  to  sell  or  apply 
to  other  county  uses  the  old  sites  ami  iiuilding-.  in  cases  whore  i 
the  location  may  be  changed,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  j 


toward  the  payuient  of  obligations  incurred  for  new  sites 
and  buildings,  and  subject  to  Section  15,  Art.  6,  of  the  con- 
stitution; to  fix  the  salaries  and  per  diem  allowance  of  county 
officers,  whose  coinpeii~atK)n  may  be  a  county  charge  antl 
which  shall  not  Ije  changed  during  the  term  of  such  officers 
respectively,  and  to  prescribe  the  mode  of  appointment  and 
to  fix  the  number,  grades  and  pay  of  the  deputies,  clerks 
and  subordinate  employees  in  such  offices;  to  authorize  the 
location  and  construction  of  any  bridge  (except  on  the  1  ludson 
River  below  Waterford,  and  on  the  East  River  or  over  the 
waters  forming  the  bountlaries  of  the  State)  which  shall  be 
applied  for  in  any  of  the  towns  jointly,  or  by  any  corporation 
in  form  pursuant  to  the  general  laws  of  the  State,  or  by  any 
coqioration  or  individual  for  private  purposes;  and  in  case 
of  a  public  bridge  erected  by  a  corporation,  to  establish  the 
rates  of  toll  collected  tor  crossing  such  bridge.  Where  any 
bridge  crosses  any  navigable  stream  or  water,  a  suitable  draw 
must  be  erected  to  prevent  any  impeding  ot  the  navigation 
in  such  stream  or  water,  and  in  case  of  a  private  bridge  the 
draw  shall  be  kept  open  to  permit  all  vessels  to  pass  without 
loss  of  headway.  Where  any  bridge  shall  be  on  any  stream 
or  water  forming  at  the  point  of  crossing  the  dividing  line  ot 
counties,  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  each 
county  shall  be  necessary  to  give  the  jurisdiction  permitted 
by  the  act;  to  apportion  the  expenses  of  bridges  over  streams 
or  other  water  forming  boundary  line  of  counties,  and  in  all 
such  counties  shall  each  pay  not  less  than  cne-sixth  ot  the 
expenses  of  such  bridge.  If  the  bridge  is  of  great  benefit  to 
the  county,  and  the  payment  ot  two-thirds  of  the  expenses 
by  the  towns  liable  would  be  unjust  to  the  towns,  the  Super- 
visors shall  determine  the  additional  proportion,  and 
what  proportion  of  such  expenses  to  be  borne  by  the 
counties;  to  direct  that  the  care  of  the  bridges,  the  main- 
tenance of  which  are  a  joint  charge  on  the  counties;  to 
authorize  the  towns  to  borrow  money  for  bridge  purposes. 
The  Supervisors  have  powers,  under  certain  conditions, 
over  plank,  macadamised  or  turnpike  roads,  and  over 
streets  and  avenues  in  territories  adjoining  a  city;  to  lay 
out  highways  of  a  less  width  than  is  required  by  law,  and  of 
reducing  highways  now  in  existence;  to  cause  surveys  to 
be  made,  at  tne  cost  of  the  town,  of  any  and  all  highways  in 
such  town,  and  to  make  a  complete  and  systematic  record 
thereof,  and  to  cause  records  to  be  placed  with  the  Town 
Clerk;  to  authorize  the  County  Treasurer  to  extend  the 
time  for  collection  of  State,  county  and  town  taxes  in 
any  town  or  ward,  to  a  period  not  beyond  the  first  day  of 
April  in  any  year,  under  certain  conditions  :  to  impose  taxes 
on  dogs  ;  to  direct  the  payment  by  Justices  of  the  Peace  of 
all  fines  and  penalties  imposed  hy  and  paid  to  such  Justices; 
to  enact  laws  for  the  preservation  of  game  and  fish:  to  di- 
rect the  employment  of  offenders  below  the  grade  of  felons; 
to  establish  the  jail  limits  of  the  covinty  jails  for  the  pur- 
poses defined  by  statutes  :  to  call  and  hold  special  town- 
meetings  ;  to  authorize  any  town,  under  certain  conditions, 
to  purchase  a  site  for  a  town  or  village  hall,  and  to  pur- 
chase or  erect  buildings  for  such  a  hall,  and  to  raise  money 
for  the  care,  preservation  and  improvement  of  suci 
halls  ;  to  authorize  any  incorporated  village,  under  certain 
conditions,  whose  charter  does  not  give  sufficient  power,  to 
purcha.se apparatus  for  the  extinguishing  of  fire,  etc.,  etc.; 
to  give  the  proper  authorities  general  power  over 
village  or  town  cemetery  lots  ;  to  authorize  any  town  which 
shall  make  application  therefor,  by  the  vote  of  an  annual 
town  meeting,  to  elect  a  receiver  instead  of  a  collector  of 
taxes,  whenever  the  aggregate  of  State,  county  and  town 
taxes  in  such  town  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  ;  to  authorize  the  annual  town  meetings  and  all 
special  town  meetings  in  a  town  to  be  held  by  election  dis- 
tricts; to  designate,  under  conditions,  the  number  ot  Assess- 
ors in  each  town,  anti  to  increase  the  compensation  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  three  dollars  per  diem  ;  to  au- 
thorize Trustees  of  llo.trds  of  Education,  in  any  union  free 
school  district  establl^hed  according  to  law,  to  sell  or  ex- 
change real  est.ite;  to  determine  after  the  15th  of  Noveni- 
per,  1875 — except  in  the  County  ot  Kings--in  what  newsjia- 
pers,  not  exceeding  two,  the  election  notice  issued  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  otficial  canvass,  shall  be  pub- 
li>hed,  aiid  to  fix  the  compensation  for  such  pulilication ;  but 
in  places  where  pulilication  shall  l>c  ordered  to  1)C  made  111 
two  newspapers,  such  papers  shall  be  of  opposite  political 
character. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNT!'  OF  ALBAXY. 


ExTKNnixi;  thk  Tkk.m  dk  Si  rKKvisuKs. — 'I'he  act 
of  May  14,  187S,  proviiles  that  the  Siipcrvisiirs  of 
the  several  towns  and  wards  in  cities,  in  the  Coun- 
ties of  Albany,  LivinL^ston.  Rensselaer  and  Mon- 
roe, shall  be  elected  and  hold  otfice  for  a  term  of 
two  years  ;  it  is  also  provided  that  all  acts  or  parts 
of  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act,  so  far  as  the  same 
apjilies  to  the  County  of  Albany,  arc  repealed  :  and 
the  said  act  took  etfect  at  the  first  election  in 
1879. 

Claims  Against  the  Coi  n'ty. — A  very  important 
act  in  relation  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  Albany  County  was  passed 
by  the  Legislature,  INIay  14,  1S81.  This  act  was 
in  reference  to  claims  and  demands  against  the 
County  of  Albany,  making  it  necessary  to  have  all 
such  claims  passed  upon  by  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors, antl  that  all  claims  presented  to  the  Board 
in  the  form  of  accounts  must  be  itemized  and  veri- 
fied, and  after  being  presented  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Board  they  are  to  be  printed  under  the  direction  of 
the  said  Clerk,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  the  or- 
dinary price  for  such  work,  and  distributed  under 
his  direction  to  each  member  of  the  Board  within 
eight  days  after  such  accounts  have  been  presented. 
No  claim  or  demand  agamst  the  county  of  the 
above  character  shall  be  in  any  manner  acted  upon 
by  the  Board  (except  to  refer  the  same 
to  an  approjiriatc  committee  for  examination 
and  report)  until  three  days  after  such  account 
has  been  printed  and  distributed  as  required.  It 
is  a  misdemeanor  to  neglect  the  directions  afore- 
said. 

"  The  account,"  continues  the  act,  "  must  state  wlien  and 
where  the  work  was  performed  and  material  furnished,  under 
what  contract  or  under  what  authority  it  was  performed  and 
the  materials  furnished;  and  must  state,  with  reasonable  de- 
tail, the  character  and  amount  of  the  work  done,  and  the  ma- 
terials furnished.  It  niust  contain  the  name  of  each  person 
interested  in  the  sair.e,  or  who  makes  any  claim  to  any  ?hare 
or  portion  of  the  sum  to  be  paid." 

VERn^iCAriON.— It  must  be  verified  by  one,  at  least,  of 
the  parlies  in  whose  name  the  same  is  presented,  and  must 
be  to  the  effect  that  the  same  is  presented  in  the  name  or 
names  ot  the  real  party  or  parties  in  interest,  and  that  the 
contract  was  not  made,  or  the  work  performed,  or  materials 
furnished,  in  the  name  of  one  person  for  the  interest  of  an- 
other; and  that  no  county  officer,  or  member  of  any  board 
or  commission  of  the  county  or  salaried  employee  thereof,  is 
or  has  been,  directly  or  indirectly,  interested  therein,  either 
in  the  doing  of  the  work  or  furni.-hin;,'  the  material,  or  has 
been  paid  or  promised  anythint;  for  the  lettin'4  of  the  con- 
tract; that  the  work,  as  chari,'ed,  w,is  actually  done,  and  the 
material  specified  was  actually  furnir-hed  and  used  at  the 
time  and  places  mentioned,  and  are  of  the  value  char'_;cd,or 
at  the  prices  specified  in  the  contract ;  that  no  bill  has  been 
presented  nor  claim  made  therefor,  for  the  payment  of  such 
work  or  materials,  or  for  any  part  or  item  of  such  work  or 
materials,  except  as  therein  stated;  and  if  such  bill  has  been 
theretofore  presented,  or  such  claim  has  been  theretofore 
made  for  the  whole,  or  any  part  thereof,  it  shall  be  statefl  to 
whom  or  what  board,  body  or  conuuission  it  w;is  presented 
or  made,  the  time  or  times  thereof,  and  the  action  of  such 
person,  board,  body  or  commission  thereon,  and  when  such 
action  was  taken. 

In  no  county  of  the  State  is  the  law  touching;  the  presen- 
tation and  payment  of  claims  to  the  Hoard  of  Supervisors 
more  strictly  or  more  pro]>erly  guarded  than  in  Albany 
County. 

Blanks  for  Vfrii-ication. — The  Clerk  of  the 
Board  p)reparesa  printed  blank  form  of  verification. 


to  be  a[)i)roved  b\'  the  District  Attorney,  gratui- 
tously to  all  persons  demantling  the  same. 

Pkocffdings  to  bk  Pkintkd. — The  proceedings 
of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  must  be  printed  and 
distributeii  under  the  direction  of  the  clerk  within 
the  time  mentioned  for  the  printing  and  tlistribution 
of  the  af  -iresaid  accounts. 

Pay.mfnt  of  Tkn  Dollars. — Upon  payment  of 
ten  dollars  to  the  County  Treasurer  of  the  county 
any  tax-paver  may  have  for  one  year  a  printed  copy 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board,  and  of  the  printed 
bills  as  they  are  from  lime  to  tune  distributed, 
and  at  the  times  above  described  for  their  delivery 
to  the  members  of  the  Board,  delivered  to  him  at 
some  place  to  be  designated  by  him,  and  within 
one  ([uarter  of  a  mile  from  the  place  where  the 
Board  holds  its  meetings. 

Persons  Exempted. — None  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act  shall  be  held  to  etfect  the  salaries  of  county 
officers,  or  the  mode  or  manner  in  which  payment 
is  made,  nor  the  wages  of  the  laborers  of  the  City 
of  Alban\-.  None  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
apply  to  the  employment  of  counsel  to  aid  the  Dis- 
trict Attorney  in  any  legal  matters  in  which  the 
county  is  interested  when  such  employment  is  by 
authority  of  law. 

Extending  Powers  of  Local  Legislation. — The 
act  of  1S75,  conferring  on  Boards  of  Supervisors 
I  further  local  powers  of  legislation  and  administra- 
tion, and  regulating  the  compensadon  of  Super- 
visors, was  amended  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature, 
passed  April  10,  18S2:  but  the  Counties  of  Albany, 
New  York,  Rensselaer,  Kings,  Oneida  and  Erie 
were  exempted  from  the  amendments  of  that  act. 

\ 

\  SUPERVISORS  AND  DISTRICT  ATIORNEVS. 

The  act  of  May  22,  18S2,  empowers  the  District  Attorney 
of  any  county  in  which  a  capital  case  is  to  be  tried,  with  the 

j  approval  in  writing  ot  the  County  Judge  of  the  county,  which 
shall  first  be  filed  in  the  County  Clerk's  oftice,  to  employ 
counsel  to  assist  him  on  such  trials,  at  the  cost  and  expense 
of  the  county,  after  being  audited  by  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors of  the  county  in  which  the  indictment  on  the  case  was 
found ;  and  the  amount  shall  be  assessed,  levied  and  collected 
by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  such  county  at  its  next  annual 
assessment,  levy  and  collection  of  county  taxes  alter  such 

i  services  shall  have  been  performed,  and  thereupon  paid  to 
the  party  entitled  to  the  same. 

j      County  Ik  iLDiNCS. — Some  of  the  provisions  of 
j    the  act  of  .\.pril  3,  1849.  are  modilietl  by  the  act  of 
May  28,  1884  I  as  well  as  .some  acts  previous  to 
!   this  tlate),  especially  in  that  it  requires 

j  Detailed  statements  to  be  made  and  propo.-als  for  doing 
I  work  and  furnishing  goods  for  any  county  buildings.  It 
i  directs  the  form  of  the  proposals,  and  that  they  shall  be 
I  presented  to  the  County  Treasurer;  defines  the  duties  of  the 
!  County  Treasurer  touching  the  same,  and  in  case  he  shall 
!  refuse  to  order  the  materials  to  be  furnished,  or  the  work  to 
j  be  done,  under  any  of  the  proposals,  on  the  grounds  that  the 
work  is  unnecessary,  or  that  its  expense  is  not  a  county 
charge,  or  that  he  has  reason  to  believe  that  any  fraud  is 
'  being  practiced  upon  the  county  connected  with  it,  he  shall 
I  give  the  county  ofllceror  person  making  the  re'|viisition.  and 
i  also  to  any  tax  paver  tiling  with  him  written  objections  to 
his  granting  an  order  for  work  or  materials,  written  notice, 
j  ot  a  time  and  place  within  ten  days  at'ter  recei^iiv^  the  rcr 
I  (luisition,  when  the  matter  will  be  lirought  to  ihe  attention 
'  of  the  County  Judge.  The  act  then  ilelines  the  duties  of 
'  the  County  Judge  as  to  hearing  the  matter  and  things  coii- 
1    nected  therewith  and  the  time  and  pl.icc  of  hearing  and 
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within  what  time  his  order  or  ilccision  in  the  matter  shall  be 
made,  and  provides  tor  an  appeal  to  the  General  Term  ot 
the  Supreme  Court  from  his  order  or  jud'^'ment. 

It  defines  the  duties  of  ofl'icers  havini^  chari^'e  of  county 
buildini;^  in  the  County  of  All)aiiy,  in  re'^ard  to  the  work  of 
superintcndint;  rejiairs  or  alterations  to  be  made  by  them  on 
such  buildini^s.    It  renders  it  obli;^atory  on  him  to  super- 
intend such  work.     It  delines  the  dunes  of  the  treasurer 
of  Albany  County  in  re;_;ard  to  the  payment  of  bills  for  such 
work;  and  if  the  treasurer  refuses  to  pay  any  bill  for  fur- 
nishing material  or  doini^  such  work,  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  the  parties  not  paid  may  present  their  account  I 
to  the  Board  of  Supervi?ors  of  the  County  in  tlie  form  and  | 
manner,  ar.d  with  the  verifications  re'iuired  by  the  law  we  j 
have  already  (juoted,  a  verified  claim  thereof,  attaching 
thereto  a  copy  of  the  detailed  statement  made  in  respect 
thereto,  etc.,  etc. 

Expense  Limited  by  Act.— No  expense  exceeding  two 
hundred  dollars  in  amount  shall  be  incurred  during  any  one 
period  of  six  months,  from  January  tirst  or  July  first,  in  any 
year,  for  any  one  alteration  or  repair,  or  for  alterations  or 
repairs  of  the  same  character  to  or  in  connection  with  any 
one  building,  or  except  for  fuel,  or  any  materials,  or  supplies 
of  the  same  general  character  or  class,  to  or  in  connection  I 
with  the  use  of  any  one  building,  unless  it  shall  have  been 
previously  authorized  by  a  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the 
County  of  Albany. 

The  act  makes  strong  regulations  in  regard  to  any  sta- 
tionery or  printing  of  any  kind,  including  blank  forms  used 
in  the  Surrogate's  and  District  Attorney's  ofi'ices. 

It  directs  that  the  salaries  of  the  Mendjers  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  of  Albany  County  shall  be  paid,  one-half  there- 
of on  December  first  in  each  year,  and  the  (ither  half  at  the 
time  of  final  adjournment  sine  die,  every  fall  session  of  said 
Board.  It  also  directs  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  shall 
not  apply  to  the  Penitentiary,  Almshouse,  the  City  Hal!  in 
the  City  of  Albany,  or  to  the  care,  repairs,  alterations  or 
management  thereof. 

We  have  now  given  the  statutory  and  legal  his- 
tory of  the  Board  of  Supervis^ors  i  if  Albany  County. 
In  it  will  be  found,  substantially,  all  the  important 
acts  of  the  Legislature  concerning  the  powers  and 
duties  of  these  Supervisors  from  the  organization 
of  the  State  Government  down  to  the  present  time. 
It  is  interesting  to  ol>serve  how  those  powers  and 
duties  gradually  extended  and  widened  out  from  a 
mere  Board  of  County  and  Town  Audit  into  a  leg- 
islative body  which  has  taken  from  the  State  Leg- 
islature a  very  large  part  of  its  powers  to  enact 
local  laws  touching  towns  in  the  County.  These 
powers  having  been  conferred  upon  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  from  time  to  time. 

Owing  to  the  loss  and  partial  destruction  of 
many  of  the  records  containing  the  proceedings  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors,  we  have  found  it  very 
difficult  and  in  some  cases  impossible,  to  prepare 
a  connected  history  of  its  proceedings.  We  find 
but  little  history  of  the  Supervisors,  from  the  adop- 
tion of  the  first  Constitution  to  iSiS.  We  are  only 
able  to  give  a  list  the  Supervisors  from  that 
period  to  1861.  From  that  time  we  are  enableti  to 
give  a  condensed  history  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  down  to  and  inchnling  1SS4. 

LIST  OF  MKMBEKS  OF  TIIF  SEVERAL  BO.\RDS 
FROM  THE  YEAR  iSiS  TO  1S60,  INCLUSIVE. 

1818. 

City  First  ward   George  Shepaid. 

Second  ward   John  Van  Schaick. 

Third  ward    Nicholas  Hleetkcr.  | 

Fourth  ward  

Fiith  ward   Isaac  Fryer.  I 


Towns ....  Berne   John  Jo~t  Dietz. 

r.ethlehem   Moses  De  Long. 

Coeymans   Archibald  Stevens. 

Guilderland   William  McKown. 

Rensselaerville    Asa  Colvard. 

Watervliet   John  Schuyler,  Jr. 

Westerlo  

John  Schuyler,  Jr.,  Moderator. 

1819. 

City  First  ward     George  Shepard. 

Second  ward   John  Van  Schaick. 

Third  ward   Nicholas  ISleeckcr. 

Fourth  ward   Peter  Boyd. 

Fifth  ward   Jno.  N. '^luackenlmsh. 

Towns ....  Berne    (jideon  Tal.er. 

Bethlehem    David  Burhans. 

Coeymans   John  N.  Iluyck. 

Guilderland   William  McKow  n. 

Rensselaerville   Eli  Hutchin.-on. 

Watervliet   John  Schuyler,  Jr. 

Westerlo   "Wilh'am  Wheeler. 

John  -Schuyler,  Jr.,  Moderator. 

1820. 

City  First  ward   James  La  Grange. 

Second  wartl   Isaac  Hamilton. 

Third  ward   Nicholas  Eleecker. 

Fourth  ward   ....  Benjamin  Knower. 

Fifth  ward   Isaac  I.  Fryer. 

Towns  ...Berne    ..    Gideon  Taber. 

Bethlehem   David  Burhans. 

Coeymans   John  N.  Huyck. 

Guilderland   William  McKown. 

Rensselaerville   Eli  Hutchinson. 

Watervliet    John  Schuyler,  Jr. 

Westerlo,   Sylvester  Ford. 

John  .Schuyler,  Jr.,  Moderator. 

1821. 

City  First  ward    Jesse  Buel. 

Second  ward   Isaac  Hamilton. 

Third  ward   Nicholas  Bleecker. 

Fourth  ward   Alexander  David-im. 

Fifth  ward   Jno.  N.  Quackenbush. 

Towns. ..  .Berne   Malachi  Whipple. 

Bethlehem   Henry  L.  Mead. 

Coeymans    John  N.  Huyck, 

Guilderland   William  McKown. 

Rensselaerville   Eli  Hutchins<;n. 

Watervliet    John  Schuyler,  Jr. 

Westerlo   Moses  Smith. 

John  Schuyler,  Jr.,  Moderator. 

1822. 

City  First  ward    John  J.  Ostrander. 

.Second  ward   Isaac  Hamilt^in. 

Third  ward   Nicholas  Bleecker. 

Fourth  ward   Alexander  Davidson. 

Fifth  ward   Jno.  N.  (Jnackenbush. 

Towns.  . .  .Berne   Jesse  Wood. 

Bethlehem   William  N.  Sill. 

Coeymans    Israel  Shear. 

Guilderland   William  McKown. 

Knox   Malachi  Whipjile. 

Rensselaerville   Nathaniel  Rider. 

Watervliet   John  Schuyler,  Jr. 

Westerlo   Thom.os  Smith. 

John  Schuyler,  Jr.,  Moderator. 

1823. 

City  First  wanl   Isaac  Denniston. 

Second  ward   John  F.  Bacon. 

Third  ward   Nicholas  Bleecker. 

Fourth  ward   William  .M.ayell. 

Filth  ward   Tno.  N.  Ouackenbush. 

Towns  I'.erne   jcs-e  Wcxxl. 

Bethlehem   William  N  Sill. 

Coeymans   Israel  Shcir. 
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Towns  . .  .Guilderland   William  McKouii. 

Knox   Malachi  Whipple. 

Renssclacrville   Nathaniel  Rider. 

■    Watervliet   ...  John  .Schuyler,  Jr. 

Westerlo   D.  J.  D.  Verplanck. 

John  Schuyler,  Jr.,  Moderator. 

1824. 

City  First  ward   James  McKown. 

Second  ward   Isaac  Hamilton. 

Third  ward   Teuiiis  \  an  Vechten. 

Fourth  ward   William  Mayell. 

Fifth  ward   Jno.  N".  Quackenhush. 

Towns...  Berne   Stephen  Wille~. 

Bethlehem   William  X.  Sill. 

Coeymans   Israel  Shear. 

Guilderland   Willinm  McKown. 

Knox   Malachi  Whipple. 

Rensselaerville   I^aac  Gardiner. 

Watervliet   Lucas  G.  Whitbeck. 

Westerlo   D.  J.  D.  Verjilanck. 

Teunis  Van  Vechten,  Moderator. 

1825, 

City  First  ward  James  McKown. 

Second  ward   Isaac  Hamilton. 

Third  ward   Nicholas  Bleecker. 

Fourth  ward   Peter  Bain. 

Fifth  ward  Jno.  N.  Ouackenbush. 

Towns.  .  . .  Berne. ...    lames  D.  Gardiner. 

Bethlehem   William  N.  Sill. 

Coeymans   Israel  Shear. 

Guilderland   Georye  Battcrman. 

Knox   Erastus  Williams. 

RensselaervUle   Joshua  Gardiner. 

Watervliet  Lucas  G.  Whitbeck, 

Westerlo   Moses  Smith. 

John  N.  Quackenbu-h,  Moderator. 

1826. 

City  ......  First  ward   James  McKown. 

Second  ward   I.-aac  Hamilton. 

Third  ward   Nicholas  Bleecker. 

Fourth  ward   William  Mayell. 

Fifth  ward   Jno.  N.  Quackenbush. 

Towns. ...  Berne   James  D.  Crardiner. 

Bethlehem   Matthew  Bullock. 

Coeymans   Abraham  \'erplanck. 

Guilderland   Geoige  Batterman. 

^  Knox   Egbert  Schoonniaker. 

Rensselaerville   W  heeler  Watson. 

Watervliet   Lucas  G.  Whitteck. 

Westerlo   Henry  Peers. 

James  McKown.  Moderator. 

1827. 

City  First  ward   Barent  P.  Sta.its. 

Second  ward   Isaac  Hamiltun. 

Third  ward   Nicholas  Bleecker. 

Fourth  ward   William  M.iycli. 

P'ilth  ward  Jno.  N.  Quackenbush. 

Towns. . .  .Berne   Chester  Willis. 

Bethlehem   .Matthew  Bullock. 

Coeymans   Abraham  \'er^">lanck. 

Guilderland.   George  Batterman. 

Knox   E<_;lx.-rt  Sthoonmaker. 

Rensselaerville   Wheeler  Watson. 

Watervliet   Francis  Lansing. 

Westerlo   Henry  Peers. 

John  N.  (Quackenbush,  Moderator. 

1828. 

City  First  ward   Parent  I'.  Staats. 

Second  ward   William  Seymour. 

Third  ward   Nicholas  I'leecker. 

Fourth  ward   NN'illi.ini  M.iyell. 

Fifth  ward    fno.  N.  <^)uackenbush. 

Towns. ...  Berne   Henry  H.  Lawson. 

Bethlehem   Gerrit  Hogan. 


Towns. ..  .Coeymans   Abraham  Verplanck. 

Guilderland   Cieorgc  Batterman. 

Knox   Egbert  Schoonmaker. 

Rensselaerville  Joseph  Connor. 

Watervliet   Francis  Lansing. 

Westerlo   Thomas  Jenks. 

John  N.  Quackenbu>h,  .Moderator. 

1829. 

City  First  ward   Barent  P.  Staats. 

Second  ward   William  Seyu\our. 

Third  ward   Nicholas  lileccker. 

Fourth  ward...    Joseph  Alevander. 

Fifth  ward   Jno.  N. Quackenbush. 

Towns.  . .  .Berne   .Albert  Gallup. 

Bethlehem   James  Alexander. 

Coeymans   Andrew  Whitbeck. 

Guilderland   George  Batterman. 

Knox    Egbert  Schoonniaker. 

Rensselaerville.   Joseph  Connor. 

Watervliet   Francis  Lansing. 

Westerlo   Thomas  Jenks. 

John  N.  Quackenbush,  Moderator. 

1830. 

City  First  ward   Barent  P.  Staats. 

Second  ward  Josiah  Winants. 

Third  ward   Nicholas  Bleecker. 

Fourth  ward   Stephen  Fowler. 

P  ifth  ward  Jno.  N.  (^Quackenbush. 

Towns  . . .  .Berne   Henry  H.  Law-on. 

Bethlehem  James  Alexander. 

Coeymans  Andrew  Whitbeck. 

Guilderland   George  Batterman. 

Knox   Egbert  Schoonniaker. 

Rensselaerville   John  Niles. 

Watervliet   Francis  Lansing. 

Westerlo   Peter  (Jnderdonk. 

John  N.  Quackenbush,  Chairman. 

1831. 

City  First  ward   Barent  P.  Staats. 

Second  ward   William  Seymour. 

Third  ward   Nicholas  Bleecker. 

Fourth  ward   ....  Lemuel  Steele. 

Fifth  ward   Robert  Shepard. 

Towns  ....  Berne   Malachi  Whipple. 

Bethlehem   Leonard  G.TenEvLk. 

Coeymans   Andrew  Whitbeck. 

Guilderland    Aaron  Livingston. 

Kno.x   Egbert  Schoonniaker. 

Rensselaerville   [ohn  Niles. 

Watervliet   Francis  Lansing. 

Westerlo   Charles  Hyndman. 

Nicholas  Bleecker,  Ch.iirman. 

In  this  year  Supervisor  Staats  made  a  motion 
that  the  Board  should  agree  to  a  resolution,  ■with  a 
recital,  which  was  read  and  unanimously  agreed  to, 
and  is  in  the  \  ords  fulluwing,  to  wit  : 

Wlureas,  Jame-s  Van  Ingen,  the  present  Clerk  of  this 
Board,  was  appointed  to  that  office  on  the  6th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1807,  in  the  room  of  Jacob  Bleecker,  Jr.,  Esq.,  deceased, 
and  has  unanimously  continued  as  Clerk  ever  since  his  ap- 
pointment, and  has  uniformly  given  satisfaction  to  the  sev- 
eral Boards  of  Supervisors  wdiose  Clerk  he  has  been:  there- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  James  Van  Ingen  W  continued 
as  Clerk  to  this  Board  for  the  current  year. 

1832. 

City  First  ward   Barent  P.  Staats. 

Second  ward   John  I.  Burton. 

Third  ward   Nicholas  Bleecker. 

Fourth  ward   Samuel  S.  Fowlrr. 

P'iflh  wanl  Jno.  N.  Quackenliudi. 

Towns  Berne   .M.alachi  Whipple. 

Bethlehem   Ixonard  G.  Ten  Lyck. 

Coeymans     Henry  Niles. 
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Towns. ..  .Guildcrland   Aaron  Livingston. 

Knox    Frederick  Basslcr,  Jr. 

Renssclaerville   Nathaniel  Rider. 

VVatervliet   Francis  Lansmi*. 

Westcrlo  Cliarles  Ilyndman. 

John  N.  Quaekenbnsh,  Chairman. 

Thomas  W.  Harmon,  Clerk. 

1833. 

City  First  ward   Barent  P.  Staats. 

Second  ward  John  I.  Burton. 

Third  ward   Egbert  Egberts. 

Fourth  ward   Samuel  S.  Fowler. 

Fifth  ward   Jno.X.  Ouackenbush. 

Towns  . . .  .Berne   Daniel  Simmons. 

Bethlehem   AViUiam  X.  Sill. 

Coeymans   Henry  Xiles. 

Guildcrland   . .  Chris.  Batterman. 

Kno.\    Frederick  Bassler,  Jr. 

New  Scotland  James  Reid. 

Renssclaerville   Nathaniel  Rider. 

Watervliet  John  C.  Schuyler. 

Westerlo  Anthony  Miller. 

John  N.  Quackenbush,  Chairman. 

1834. 

City  First  ward   Angus  McDuffle. 

Second  ward   Ichabod  L.  Judson. 

Third  ward   Egbert  Egberts. 

Fourth  ward  Daniel  Wilcox. 

Filth  ward  John  \'an  Ness,  Jr. 

Towns  ....  Berne    Lawrence  Van  Da/:en. 

Bethlehem  Leonard  G.  Ten  Eyck. 

Coeymans   Henry  Niles. 

Guildcrland   Chris.  Batterman. 

Kno.x   Frederick  Bassler. 

New  Scotland  James  Reid. 

Renssclaerville   Charles  L.  Mulford. 

Watervliet  John  C.  Schuyler. 

Westerlo   Anthony  iMiller. 

Leonard  G.  Ten  Eyck,  Chairman. 

Heman  C.  Whelpley,  Clerk. 

1835. 

City  First  ward   -Stephen  Paddock. 

Second  ward  John  L  Barton. 

Third  ward   Egbert  Egbert-;, 

Fourth  ward,   Samuel  S.  Fowler. 

Fifth  ward   Robert  Shepard. 

Towns  ...  .Berne  James  G.  Gardner. 

Bethlehem   Daniel  Springsteed. 

Coeymans   Cornelius  Vanderzee. 

Guildcrland   Chris.  Batterman. 

Knox   Frederick  Bassler. 

New  Scotland  James  Reid. 

Renssclaerville   Charles  L.  Mulford. 

Watervliet  John  C.  Schuyler. 

Westerlo   David  Wooster. 

Samuel  S.  Fowler,  Chairman.       Calvin  Pepper,  Clerk. 

1836. 

City  First  ward   Stephen  Paddock. 

Second  ward  John  L  Burton. 

Third  ward  "Egbert  Egberts. 

Fourth  ward.  .  .  .,   Peter  P.  Staats. 

Fifth  ward  Jno.  N.  Quackenbush. 

Towns...  Berne   Moses  Patten. 

Bethlehem  James  B.  Wands. 

Coeymans   Cornelius  Van  Derzee. 

Guildcrland   Chris.  Batterman. 

Kno.x   Frederick  Ba5^1er. 

Rensselaervllle  James  Reid. 

Watervliet  Jnhn  C.  Schuyler. 

Westerlo  David  Woo-ter. 

John  N.  (Juackenbush,  Chairman. 

1837. 

City   First  ward   Chris.  W.  Bender. 

Second  ward   Hazacl  Kane. 
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City  Third  ward   Friend  Humphrey. 

Fourth  ward   Peter  P.  Staats. 

Fifth  ward   Harman  V.  Hart. 

Towns  ..  Berne   Moses  Patten. 

Bethleiicm  James  I!.  Wands. 

Coeymans   Cornelius  \'an  Derzee. 

Guildcrland   Chris.  Batterman. 

Knox   Frederick  Uassler. 

New  Scotland  James  Reid. 

Rensselaervllle   Samuel  Niles. 

Watervliet  John  C.  Schuyler. 

Westerlo   William  Bentley. 

Christopher  Batterman,  Chairman. 

Calvin  Pepper,  Jr.,  Clerk. 

1838. 

City  First  ward   Chris.  W'.  Bender. 

Second  ward    Hazacl  Kane. 

Third  ward   i-^riend  Humphrey. 

Fourth  ward   Charles  A.  Keeler. 

Fifth  ward   Ciiles  Sandford. 

Towns. ...  Berne    Moses  Patten. 

Bethlehem   Joshua  F.  Babcock. 

Coeymans  Jonas  Shear. 

Guildcrland   Chris.  Batterman. 

Knox   Egbert  Schoonmaker. 

New  Scotland   James  Reid. 

Renssclaerville   Louis  ^L  Dayton. 

Watervliet   lercmiah  Schuyler. 

Westerlo   NVilliam  Bentley. 

Christopher  Batterman,  Chairman. 

Calvin  Pepper,  Jr.,  Clerk. 

1839. 

City  First  ward   Chris.  W.  Bender. 

Second  ward   William  Newton. 

Third  ward   George  Dexter. 

Fourth  ward   Henry  Greene. 

Fifth  ward   Giles  Sandford. 

Towns  Berne   John  Warner. 

Bethlehem   Joshua  F.  Babcock. 

Coeymans   Jonas  Shear. 

Guildcrland   Chris.  Batterman. 

Knox   Egbert  Schoonmaker. 

New  Scotland   Aaron  \'an  Schaick. 

Renssclaerville   Louis  M.  Dayton 

Watervliet   Gilbert  L  Van  Zandt. 

Westerlo   Zelum  Hitchcock. 

Christopher  Batterman,  Chairman. 

1840. 

City  First  ward   Chris.  W.  Bender. 

Second  ward   William  Newton. 

Third  ward   George  Dexter. 

Fourth  ward   Plenry  Greene. 

Fifth  ward   Daniel  D.  Shaw. 

Towns.  . .  .Berne  Jacob  Settle. 

Bethlehem   Abner  L'dell. 

Coeymans   Jonas  Shear. 

Guildcrland   Henry  Sloan. 

Knox   Potter  Gage. 

New  Scotland   .  .  Aaron  Van  Schaick. 

•  .  „    .      Renssclaerville  Joseph  Connor. 

Watervliet  Gilbert  L  \'an  Zandt. 

Westerlo   Zelum  Hitchcock. 

Christopher  W.  Bender,  Chairman. 

Calvin  Pepper,  Jr.,  Clerk. 

1841. 

City  First  and  Second  w.irds.  .  Andrew  Moore. 

I'hird  ward   Chri->.  W.  Bender. 

Fourth  ward   Horace  Meech. 

Fifth  ward    (Jeorge  Dexter. 

Sixth  ward   Samuel  Puiyn. 

Seventh  ward   Daniel  D.  Shaw. 

I'^ighthwar  l  James  A.  Putnan\. 

Ninth  and  Tenth  wards. .  John  D.  Living>ton. 
Towns.  .  . .  Berne  Jacob  Settle. 

Bethlehem   Abner  Udell. 
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Towns  Coeymans   Garret  Whitlx:ck. 

Guilderland   Henry  Sloan. 

Knox  I'ottLT  Gaije. 

New  Scotland   William  Murphy. 

Rensselacrville   Fujiiiainin  E.  Mackey. 

Watervlict   Gilbert  I.  \'an  Zandt. 

Westerlo   Fred.  11.  Rosekrantz. 

Christopher  \V.  Bender,  Chairman. 

C.  J.  Cuylcr,  Clerk. 

1842. 

City  First  and  Second  wards. .  Andrew  Jloore. 

Third  ward   W.J.  Fryer. 

Fourth  ward   Horace  Meech. 

Fifth  ward   Eliaha  W.  Skinner. 

Sixth  ward  Samuel  Truyn. 

Seventh  ward   Daniel  D.  Shaw, 

Eighth  ward   W.  B.  Stanton. 

Ninth  and  Tenth  wards. .  George  Traver. 
Towns. . .  .Eerne   Henry  L  Devoe. 

Bethlehem   And.  Vanderheyden. 

Coeymans   Garret  Wliiibeck. 

Guilderland   Peter  Shaver. 

New  Scotland   William  Murphy. 

Knox   Alexander  Crounse. 

Rensselaerville   Beniamin  E.  Mackey. 

Watervliet   Gilbert  L  Van  Zandt. 

Westerlo   Fred.  W.  Rosekrantz. 

Gilbert  I.  Van  Zandt,  Chairman. 

Jacob  M.  Shuttle,  Clerk. 

1843. 

City  First  and  Second  wards.  .  John  McEvoy. 

Third  ward   Stephen  Van  Schaick. 

Fourth  ward   Levi  Chapman. 

Fiith  ward   Elisha  W.  Skinner. 

Sixth  ward   Samuel  Pruyn. 

Seventh  ward   David  Martin. 

Eighth  ward   Heman  A.  Fay. 

Ninth  and  Tenth  wards.  .  William  H.  Bender. 
Towns. ...  Berne   Henry  E  Devoe. 

Bethlehem   And.  Vanderheyden. 

Coeymans   Garret  Whitbeck. 

Guilderland   Peter  Shaver. 

Knox   Alexander  Crounse. 

New  Scotland   W'iiliam  Murphy. 

Rensselaerville   James  G.  Clark. 

Watervliet   Gilbert  E  Van  Zandt. 

Westerlo   Abram  Griffin. 

Gilbert  E  Van  Zandt,  Chairman. 

Joseph  P.  Sigsbee,  Clerk. 

1844.  ' 

City ....  ..First  ward   John  McEvoy. 

Second  ward   Peter  P.  Staats. 

Third  ward   Charles  A.  De  Forest. 

Fourth  ward   Horace  Meech. 

Fifth  ward   William  Thorburn. 

Sixth  ward   Samuel  Pruyn. 

Seventh  ward   George  W.  Welch. 

Eighth  ward   Heman  A.  Fay. 

Ninth  ward   Bradford  R.  Wood. 

Tenth  ward   Jesse  Buel. 

Towns. . .  .Berne   Oscar  Tyler. 

Bethlehem  \nd.  \'anderheyden. 

Coeymans   John  .Mead. 

Guilderland   Peter  ."^haver. 

Knox   Charles  Chcesbro. 

New  Scotland   William  Mui-phy. 

Rensselaerville   Shadrach  E  Porter. 

Watervliet   (iilbert  L  Van  Zandt. 

VVesterlo   Abraham  Griflin. 

Gilticrt  I.  Van  Zandt,  Chairman. 

Jacob  ^.  Sigsbee,  Clerk. 

1845. 

City  First  ward   William  Chambers. 

Second  ward. .    Peter  P.  Staat.s. 

Third  ward  John  C.  Ward. 


City  Fourth  ward   Horace  Meech. 

Fifth  v.ard   William  Thorburn. 

Sixth  ward   Samuel  Pruyn. 

Seventh  ward   George  W.  Welch. 

Eighth  ward   Heman  .\.  Fay. 

Ninth  ward   Ichaliud  L.  Judson. 

Tenth  ward  Jacoli  Henry.  - 

Towns. . .  .Berne  John  Crosby. 

Bethlehem   Francis  E  shaver. 

Coeymans  John  Mead. 

Guilderland   I'eter  i^haver. 

Knox   Charles  Cheesbro. 

New  Scotland   Coonrad  Mathias. 

Rensselaerville   \'alentinc  Treadwell. 

Watervliet   Thomas  Hillhouse. 

Westerlo   Abram  Vrooman. 

Peter  P.  Staats,  Chairman. 

Hugh  Scott,  Clerk. 
1846. 

City  First  ward   Bernard  Eynch. 

Second  ward   Andrew  Moore. 

Third  ward   Silvester  F.  Shcpard. 

Fourth  ward   Charles  S.  Olmstead. 

P'ifthward   Thomas  ^[cMullen. 

Sixth  ward   Samuel  Pruyn. 

'  Seventh  ward  J.  Van  Valkenburgh. 

Eighth  ward   William  Jones. 

NLnth  ward   Isaac  N.  Comstock. 

Tenth  ward   William  Beardsley. 

Towns. . .  .Berne   Samuel  H.  Davis. 

Bethlehem   John  McHarg. 

Coeymans   Elwell  Blodget. 

Guilderland  John  Fuller. 

Knox   David  Van  Auken. 

New  Scotlan'l   Coonrad  Mathias. 

Rensselaerville   Valentine  Treadwell. 

Watervliet   Gilbert  I.  Van  Zandt. 

Westerlo   Abraham  Vrooman. 

Gilbert  E  \'an  Zandt,  Chairman. 

Peter  Settle,  Clerk. 

1847, 

City  First  ward   Bernard  Lynch. 

Second  ward   Brown  S.  Spencer. 

Third  ward   Sylvester  S.  Shcpard. 

Fourth  ward   Charles  S.  Olmstead. 

Fifth  ward   Coonrad  A. Ten  Eyck. 

Sixth  ward   .Samuel  Pruyn. 

Seventh  ward   Parker  Sargent. 

Eighth  ward   Oliver  Wallace. 

Ninth  ward   Christopher  Adams. 

Tenth  ward   Adam  Van  .-Mien. 

Towns  Ben  e   Samuel  H.  Davis. 

Bethlehem  John  McHarg. 

Coeymans   Elwell  Blodget. 

Guilderland   John  Fuller. 

Knox   "David  Van  Auken. 

New  Scotland   Robert  Taylor. 

Rensselaerville   S.  M.  Hallenbeck. 

^      Watervliet   Archibald  A.  Dunlop. 

Westerlo   Avery  Slade. 

Charles  S.  Olmstead,  Chairman. 

Peter  Settle,  Clerk. 

1848. 

City  First  ward   Richard  Parr. 

Second  ward   .Matthew  McMahon. 

Third  ward   T«:'hn  Hurdis. 

Fourth  ward   Franklin  Townsend. 

Fifth  ward   William  While. 

Sixth  ward   Samuel  Pruyn. 

Seventh  ward   George  W.  \\  eleh. 

Eighth  ward   Oliver  Wallace. 

Ninth  ward   Tanie<  .V.  Tremere. 

Tenth  ward   Ad.L:n  Van  .Mien. 

Towns  Berne  John  J.  Bog.irdus. 

Bethlehem   Jeremiah  Mead.  , 

Coeymans  John  Van  L'erzce. 
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Towns. ..  .Guilderland   Jacob  J.  Fryer. 

Knox   IViez  Fink,  Jr. 

New  Scotland   Robert  Ta%  lor. 

Renssflnerville   Stephen  Hallcnbcck. 

Watervlict   Archibald  A.  Dunlop. 

Wcstcrlo   Avery  Slade. 

Samuel  Pruyn,  Chairman. 

James  F.  Whelpley,  Clerk. 

1849. 

City  First  ward   John  McEvov. 

Second  ward   "MatthLW  McSlahon. 

Third  ward  John  IIurdi~. 

J'ourthward   Franklin  Towuscnd. 

Fifth  ward   \\'illiam  White. 

Sixth  ward   Samuel  Pruyn. 

Seventh  ward   Josiah  Patterson. 

Eighth  v/ard  James  M.  French. 

Ninth  ward   Richard  J.  Grant. 

Tenth  ward  Joshua  G.  Cortell. 

Towns. ..  .Berne   Daniel  G.  Fisher. 

Bethlehem  Jeremiah  Mead. 

Coeymans  John  Van  Derzee. 

Guilderland  Jacob  J.  Fryer. 

Knox   Perez  Frink. 

New  Scotland   Robert  Taylor. 

Rensselaerville   William  .\ley. 

Watervlict   Gilbert  I.  Van  Zandt 

Westerlo   Caleb  Smith. 

Samuel  Pruyn,  Chairman. 

James  M,  Whelpley,  Clerk. 

1850. 

City  First  ward  James  !McCarTery. 

Second  ward   Matthew  McMahon. 

Third  ward   Charles  A.  De  Forest. 

Fourth  ward   Charles  S.  Olmstead. 

Fifth  ward   William  White. 

Sixth  ward   Davitl  Martin. 

Seventh  ward   Charle;  H.  KadclitF. 

Eit;hth  ward   Samuel  N.  F'ayn. 

Ninth  ward   William  McBnde. 

Tenth  ward  Joshua  G.  Cortell 

Towns. . .  .Berne   Henry  A.  Van  Wie. 

Bethlehem   Jeremiah  Mead. 

Coeymans   Nathaniel  Niles. 

Guilderland   Elijah  Spawn. 

Knox   Lyman  Witters. 

New  Scotland   John  McEwen. 

Rensselaerville   William  Aley. 

Watervliet   Gilbert  I.  Van  Zandt. 

W'esterlo   Caleb  Smith. 

Gilbert  I.  Van  Zandt,  Chairman. 

Orville  H.  Chittenden,  Clerk. 

1851. 

City  First  ward   Philip  Foy. 

Second  ward   Matthew  ^IcMahon. 

Third  ward  John  A.  Sickles. 

Fourth  ward   Henry  C.  Southwick. 

Fifth  ward   Michael  Clark. 

Sixth  ward   J.  \'.P.  (^'uackenbush. 

Seventh  ward   Charles  Miller. 

Eighth  ward   Oliver  Wallace. 

Ninth  ward   Isaac  Vanderpoel. 

*     Tenth  ward   Adam  Van  Allen. 

Towns. ..  .Berne   Henry -A..  Van  Wie. 

Bethlehem  IClias  Milbanks. 

Coeymans   Nathaniel  Niles. 

Guilderland   Elijah  Spawn. 

Knox   Lyman  Witters. 

New  Scotland  John  McEwen. 

Rensselaers'iUe   Daniel  A.  Mackey. 

W'alervliet   Archibald  .\.  Dunlop. 

t        Westerlo   Samuel  F.  Powell. 

RIatthew  McMahon,  Chairman. 

Orville  H.  Chittenden,  Clerk. 

1852. 

City  First  ward   Philip  Foy. 


City  Second  ward   John  Reynolds. 

Third  ward  

Fourth  ward   William  Boardman. 

Fifth  ward   Michael  Clark. 

Sixth  ward   Stephen  Lu;h. 

Seventh  ward   Charles  Miller. 

Eighth  ward   Thomas  I  iillespie. 

Ninth  ward   Ten  Eyck  La  Moure. 

Tenth  ward  Vdam  Van  Alle:i. 

Towns. ..  .Berne   Tack~on  Kini:;. 

Bethlehem   Eiias  Milbanks. 

Coeymans   Willet  Serls. 

Guilderland    Wendell  Vine. 

Knox   Stephen  Mer~elis,  Jr. 

New  Scotland   John  Mathias. 

Rensselaerville   William  Aley. 

Watervliet   James  H.  Brisbin. 

Westerlo   Samuel  F.  Powell. 

James  FI.  Brisbin,  Chairman. 

George  Wolford,  Clerk. 

1853. 

City  First  ward   John  Lawless. 

Second  ward   John  Stuart. 

Third  ward   Alexander  Davidson. 

Fourth  ward   William  Boardman. 

Fifth  ward   Michael  Clarke. 

Sixth  ward   Stephen  Lu5h. 

Seventh  ward   Charles  Miller. 

Eighth  ward   Lawrence  Dowd. 

Ninth  ward   John  Sager. 

Tenth  ward   .Andrew  Pisher. 

Towns. ..  .Berne   Jackson  King. 

Bethlehem   George  F.  Imbrie. 

Coeymans   Willet  Serls. 

Guilderland   Wendell  Vine. 

Knox   Stephen  Merseli;,  Jr. 

New  Scotland   John  Mathias. 

Rensselaer\-ille   Benjamin  F.  Sayre. 

W'atervliet   John  C.  Schuyler. 

Westerlo   Samuel  F.  Powell. 

Alexander  Davidson,  Chairman. 

George  Wolford,  Clerk. 

1854. 

City  First  ward   John  Lawless. 

Second  ward   James  Taylor. 

Third  ward   Geo.  A.  H.Englehart. 

Fourth  ward   Abram  Koonz. 

Fifth  ward   Michael  Clarke. 

Sixth  ward   Stephen  Lush. 

Seventh  ward   John  PSenson. 

Eighth  ward   William  B.  Scott. 

Ninth  ward   William  McBride,  Jr. 

Tenth  ward   Andrew  p'isher. 

Towns  Berne....:    Silas  Wright. 

Bethlehem   John  Patterson. 

Coeymans   liarrit  Whitbeck. 

.    '  Guilderland   George  V.  Johnson. 

Knox   Henry  Barckley. 

New  Scotland    Wm.  Van  .\.llen. 

Rensselaerville   William  .Aley. 

Watervliet   Dillon  Bcebe. 

W'esterlo   George  H.  Bentley. 

Abram  Koonz,  Chairman. 

George  Wolford,  Clerk. 

1855. 

City  First  ward   James  Lamb. 

Second  ward   John  M.  I-Cimball. 

Third  ward   William  H.  Rice. 

Fourth  ward   Henry  Rector. 

Fifth  ward   John  E.  Gavitt. 

Sixth  ward   James  C.  Crocker. 

Seventh  ward   Thomas  Earley. 

Eighth  ward  James  Jones. 

Ninth  ward.   Alonzo  Bruce. 

Tenth  ward   H.  S.  Dc  Forest. 

Towns  Berne   Silas  Wright. 

BetlUehem   Leonard  G.Ten  Eyck 
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Towns. . .  .Coeymaus   (jcirit  NVliiibeck. 

CJuilderlanil   (icorgc  Y.  Johnson. 

Knox   Henry  ]!aickley. 

New  Scotland   P.  \'.  W.  I'rooks. 

Rensselaerv  ille   Norman  A.  Ford. 

Watervliet   C'.illiert  I.  Van  Zandt. 

Westerlo   Cleorge  H.  Bcntley. 

George  Y.  Johnson,  Chairman. 

George  Wolford,  Clerk. 

1856. 

City  First  ward   James  Lamb. 

Second  ward   NN'illiam  J.  Caldwell. 

Third  ward   William  H.  Rice. 

Fourth  ward  Abram  Koonz. 

Fifth  ward   Robert  Raby. 

SL\th  ward   David  V.  N.  Radcliff. 

Seventh  ward   Thomas  Earley. 

Eighth  ward   William  Redden. 

Ninth  ward   Philip  Spencer. 

Tenth  ward   Ezra  A.  -Sutlitf. 

Towns. . .  .Berne.  Samuel  H.  Davis. 

Bethlehem   Leonard  G.Tcn  F.yck. 

Coeymans   Gerrit  Whitbeck. 

Guilderland   (.leorge  Y.  Johnson. 

Knox  John  Keenholtz. 

New  Scotland   Peter  V.  W.  Urooks. 

Rensselaerville  Norman  A.  Ford. 

Watervliet   (jilbert  L  Van  Zandt. 

Westerlo   Abraham  Griffin. 

Abraham  Koonz,  Chairman. 

William  Aley,  Clerk. 

1857. 

City  First  ward   William  Welch. 

Second  ward   William  J.  Caldwell. 

Third  ward   Thomas  O.  Wands. 

Fourth  ward   Isaac  Lederer. 

Filth  ward   Silas  B.  Hamilton. 

Sixth  ward   D.  V.  N.  RadclitT. 

Seventh  ward   Thomas  Earley. 

Eighth  ward   Thomas  Dolan. 

Ninth  wartl   James  D.  Wasson. 

Tenth  ward   Charles  L.  Austin. 

Towns. ...  Berne   Samuel  H.  Davis. 

Bethlehem   Leonard  G.Ten  Eyck. 

Coeymans   Gerrit  Whitbeck. 

Guilderland   Menry  Hilton. 

Kno.K   John  Keenholtz. 

New  Scotland  James  Slingerland. 

Rensselaerville   Norman  A.  Ford. 

Watervliet   William  J.  Wheeler. 

Westerlo   Abram  Griffin. 

Charles  L.  Austin,  Chairman., 

William  Aley,  Clerk. 

% 

1858. 

City  First  ward   William  Welch. 

Second  ward   Charles  E.  White. 

Third  ward   Thomas  O.  Wands. 

Fourth  ward   Abram  Koonz. 

Fifth  ward   Silas  B.  Hamilton. 

Sbcth  ward   D.  V.  N.  Radcliff. 

Seventh  ward  Thomas  Earley. 

Eighth  ward   Philip  McGuire. 

Ninth  ward  John  Los-ing. 

Tenth  ward  Joseph  Fellows. 

Towns ....  Berne    Zebadiah  .A.  Dyer. 

Bethlehem   Leonard  G.Ten  Eyck. 

Coeymans  John  B.  Shear. 

Guilderland   Irlenry  Hilton. 

Knox.  .  .  .  r   .^amucl  Gallup. 

New  Scotland   James  Slingerland. 

Rensselaerville  Andrew  Felter. 

Watervliet  William  G.  Caw. 

Westerlo. . .   Thomas  Sax  ton. 

Leonard  G.  Ten  Eyck,  Chairman. 

Allen  B.  Durant,  Clerk. 


1859. 

City  First  ward  Jeremiah  Kislcy. 

Second  ward  Charles  W.  Bcntley. 

Third  ward   Matthew  W.  Bender. 

Fourth  ward  John  McMickin. 

Fifth  ward   [ohn  \'an  Gaasbeck. 

Sixth  ward   D.  V.  N.  Radclill. 

Seventh  ward  Thomas  Earley. 

I'-ighth  ward  Timothy  Seymour. 

Ninth  ward   William  T.  Woolcy. 

Tenth  w.ird   Thomas  W.  Griftui. 

Towns. . .  .Berne   Zebadiah  A.  Dyer. 

Bethlehem   John  Wilkes. 

Coeymans  John  B.  Shear. 

Guilderland   Henry  Hilton. 

Knox  Samuel  Gallup. 

New  Scotland  Samuel  Rowe. 

Rensselaerville   Andrew  Feller. 

Watervliet   William  G.  Caw. 

Westerlo   Thomas  Saxton. 

Henry  Hilton,  Chairman. 

James  A.  Colvin,  Clerk. 

1860. 

City  First  ward   Daniel  Sullivan. 

Second  ward   Charles  E.  White. 

Third  ward   Matthew  W.  liender. 

Fourth  ward   Francis  N.  Sill. 

Fifth  ward   Isaac  A.  Chajiman. 

Sixth  ward   Wm.  Frothingham. 

Seventh  ward   Thomas  Earley. 

Eighth  ward   Stephen  McKnight. 

Ninth  ward   William  McBride. 

Tenth  ward  James  Milwain. 

Towns.  ..  .Berne  Henry  I.  Devoe. 

Bethlehem  John  Wilkes. 

Coeymans   David  A.  Whitbeck. 

Guilderland   Leonard  Wilkins. 

Knox  Samuel  Warren. 

New  Scotland   James  Slingerland. 

•  RensseLaerville  James  E.  Mackey. 

Watervliet   William  G.  Caw. 

Westerlo   Abijah  C.  L^i^brow. 

Stephen  McKnight,  Chairman. 

G.  V.  Shafer,  Clerk. 

HISTORY    OF    THE    PROCEEDINGS  OF 
THE  BOARD  FROM  iS6i  TO  1SS4. 

No  regular  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  of  Super\isors  of  Alban\"  County  is  now  in 
existence,  except  that  whicli  begins  with  the  vcar 
1861.  From  that  dme  down  to  the  present  writing 
the  records  of  the  Board  are  well  preserved,  (rt  >ni 
which  we  compile  the  remainder  of  our  histciry  of 
the  Board. 

Proceedings  of  the  annual  session  of  the  Board, 
held  pursuant  to  statute,  at  the  City  Hall,  in  the 
City  of  Albany,  commencing  i:)n  the  14th  day  of 
;\Iay,  1 86 1. 

The  following  were  the  members  of  the  Board 
present  : 

Albany. . .  .First  ward   Patrick  Whitty. 

Second  ward   Matthew  Kendrick. 

Third  ward   James  Mclnlyre. 

Fourth  w  ard  John  Kelso. 

Fifth  ward   Abraham  A.  Wimple. 

Sixth  ward   Thomas  Earley. 

Seventh  ward   Hugh  Byrne. 

Eighth  ward   George  N.  (Jeary. 

Tenth  ward   James  Mil\Naiii. 

Towns. .  .  .  Bethlehem  John  Wilkes. 

Berne   I  k  nry  I.  I  )e-.  oe. 

Coeymans   David  .\.  Whui<;ck. 

Guilderland   Sttpiien  B.  Frcdi-rick. 

Knox   Samuel  Warner. 


^-   {  '  '■   

.  .'X  .    .::'.v 

.  .    ;  ■  v;  v!j_;^v 

•  '  ■'                         y.:  '! 

■'•  A  .   -   i.  r-  ;::~u'-' 

-.  .1  ..  I  .  ,:.    .    .    .     '  ly-.-  /t;--'" 

j   .  I  !,-■:  .';■  c'    .           v^  j  ...  .Si";  r  vl' 


.;:  ,.    :  •     -.:  f  :l  ,   

■  •..•5,   ..;::•! ^i-i-' 

!  •   .. 

.a  sex 

;--.£ii!;'^   L-K  -        . . . 

'  ^'  .^i  ivi       I  ...........  i>-:i-',  '    [  :      ■  "' 

.      ..'   .*  '  .JJTrOilT   f   

■  I  .  . .   ^  • 

.■    -if. r-;nH   

.  /  .;i   .  .  .  ' 

.  ;-S.  :i>H  .^.-.JOji  f  .    '.  .  .  ,  

.■;   -i. 

'riv-;i:>...  ,.i:c!   

 --^  . 

r-  .'■  ',.    .  . 

.  •!-'.:■-•    r,  r:-:;:;  


HISTORY  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS. 


03 


Towns. . .  .New  Scotland   Henry  Crounse. 

Rensselaerville  James  E.  Mackey. 

Watcrvliet   Llarrit  \'an  nlinda. 

Westeilo   Abijah  C.  Di>brow, 

Abijah  C.  Disbrow,  Chaiiman. 

G.  V.  Thacher,  Clerk. 

Dr.  Staatz  Winne  was  duly  elected  County 
Physician  for  the  ensuing  }  car. 

John  Gannon  was  elected  doorkec[ier. 

At  the  next  meeting  the  Ciiairman  announced  the 
following  standing  committees  : 

Finance,  and  to  Examine  Treasurer'' s  Accounts. — Messrs. 
Whitbeck,  Earley  anil  Mihvaiii. 

To  Examine  the  Books,  J/orl^ages  and  Alinutes  of  the 
Loan  Officers,  and  Commissioners  of  Loans.  —  Messrs.  De- 
■   voe,  Wemple  and  Kelso. 

On  all  Accounts  and  Matters  Relating  to  the  Poor. — 
Messrs.  Earley,  Whitty  and  Wemple. 

,  On  all  Accounts  of  judges,  justices  of  the  Peace,  Dis- 
trict Attorney,  Coroner,  and  Criers  of  Courts. — Messrs. 
Wilkes,  Devoe  and  Warner. 

The  annual  statement  of  Thomas  Kearney,  the  Countv 
Treasurer,  shows  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  tur  the  year 
ending  December,  iS6i,  from  all  source;,  to  be  S253,SSi.26: 
the  disbursements  to  be  deducted  therefrom  to  be  S253,- 
881.26;  the  balance-sheet  of  the  Treasurer  showed  there 
was  due  the  County,  in  his  hands,  $8,300.30. 

The  Committee  on  Equalization  agreed  upon 
the  following  valuaUon,  per  acre,  in  the  several 
Towns  : 

Berne,  $17.50;  Bethleliem,  S56.50,  Coeymans,  $35.50; 
Guilderland,  537.50;  Knox,  $17.50:  New  Scotlantl,  S38.00; 
Rensselaerville,  $18.50;  \\esterlo,  520.50;  Watervliet, 
$60.00. 

The  percentage  of  taxation  was  as  follows  : 
For  the  City,  $1.61  per  Sico;  Berne,  $1.58  per  $100; 
Bethlehem,  75  cents  per  $100;  Coeymans,  84  cents  per 
$100;  Guilderland,  Sl.28  per  Sioo;  Knox,  51.13  per  Sico; 
New  Scotland,  96  cents  per  $IC0:  Rensselaerville,  90  cents 
per  $100.  Westerlo,  94  cents  per  Sioo;  ^^■aterviiet.  94  cents 
per  Sloo;  Village  of  West  Troy,  97  cents  per  $100;  Vil- 
lage of  Cohoes,  95 _!-^  cents  per  $100. 

The  total  amount  to  be  raised  by  tax  that  year 
in  the  City  of  Albany  was  5391,533.30. 

The  towns  most  burdened  for  building  and  re- 
pairing roads  and  bridges  that  year  were  : 

Berne,  $100;  Coeymins,  Sue;  Bethlehem.  Sico;  Guilder- 
land,  S120;  Kni5x,  $30:  New  Scotland,  $lco;  Rensselaer- 
ville, Sioo;  Westerlo,  590;  separate  road  districts.  Ninth  and 
Tenth  Wards,  $250;  total,  $I,0OO. 

A  motion  to  enlarge  the  Penitentiary  was  lost  by 
a  vote  of  7  to  11.  A  resolution  was  adopted  de- 
claring the  Registry  Law  vexatious,  exhaustingly 
expensive  to  taxpayers,  and  should  be  repealed. 

PROCEEDINGS    OF  1S62. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
began  at  the  City  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Albany,  ]May 
13,  1862.  The  following  members  of  the  Board 
were  present  : 

.  First  Ward,  Patrick  Whitty;  Second  Ward,  Richard  II. 
Scott;  'I'hird  Ward,  lames  Mcliitvre;  Fourth  W  ard,  Francis 
N.  Sill;  Fifth  Ward,' John  N.  I'arker;  Sixth  Ward,  Daniel 
Shaw;  Seventh  Ward,  Asa  Fassett;  Fightli  Ward.  Hein-y 
N.  Wickes;  Nitith  Ward,  Wm.  McClusky;  Tenth  Ward, 
'Benjamin  F.  Rice;  Berne,  David  Conger;  Bethlehem, 
Albertus  W.  Becker;  Coeymans,  Jonas  Shear;  Guilderland, 
Stephen  V.  Frederick;  New  Scotland,  James  .Slingerland; 
Rensselaerville,  (lenrge  H.  I.araway;  A'esterlo,  Abijah  C. 
Disbrow  ;  Watervliet,  Garrli  \'an  '  )linda. 

Abijah  C.  Disbrow  wa>  elected  Chairman  of  the 
Board,  George  V.  Thacher   Clerk;  Dr.  John  J. 


Meyers  was  elected  County  Physician,  and  Fred- 
erick !\r.  Johnson  doorkeeper. 

The  death  of  Samuel  Pruyn.  JCsq.,  one  of  the  In- 
.spectors  of  die  Penitentiary  from  its  first  organiza- 
tion, and  f  )r  many  rears  one  c>f  the  Supervisors  of 
the  City  and  County  of  .\lbany,  was  announced. 

The  resolution  was  atlopted  directing  the  Treas- 
urer to  pay  each  member  of  the  Board  for  the  year 
i860  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  and  traveling  fees 
allowed  by  law  for  services  rendered  as  canvassers 
of  the  special  election  for  members  of  Assembly. 

'W\Q.  Atlas  and  Argus,  Times  and  Courier,  JLirn- 
ing  E.xpress  and  Evening  Jvurnal  were  designated 
as  the  papers  to  publish  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board.    Mr.  D.  A.  Manning  was  designated  as 
reporter  for  the  Alias  and  Argus,   ]Mr.  Edward 
Leslie  for  the  Times  and  Onirier ;  Mr.  Coney  of  the 
Walervlicl  Democrat  was  also  appointed  a  reporter. 
A  special  meeting  of  the  Board,  called  to  devise 
i  measures  to  aid  in  the  enrollment  of  a  regiment  in 
1  the  13th  Senatorial  District,  convened  at  the  City 
I  Hall  on  the  29th  of  July,  1862.     Patriotic  resolu- 
1  tions  were  passed  to  take  measures  to  sustain  the 
j  President  in  a  call  then  recently  made  for  300.000 
additional  volunteers  to  supply  the  i)laces  of  those 
who  had  fallen  victims  to  the  casualties  of  war, 
and  to  so  increase  the  strength  of  our  effective 
I  force  as  to  crush  the  rebellion.    A  bounty  of  fifty 
dollars  was  established  for  each  recruit  enlisted  in 
the  Albany  Co.  regiment  in  addition  to  the  boun- 
ties before  offered  by  the  general  and  state  govern- 
ments.   The  proceedings  of  this  session  were  all 
1  directed  to  patriotic  purposes. 

The  annual  November  session  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  commenced  on  the  iithof  Novem- 
ber, 1862. 

The  apportionment  of  the  city  and  county  tax 
was  reported  at  the  following  ratio  of  taxation  : 

City  east  of  Partridge  street.  Si. So  per  Sioo  ;  city  westof 
Partridge  street  to  Allen,  Si. 45  per  Sioo;  city  west  of  Allen, 
*i.39  per  Sioo  ;  Berne,  $1.65  per  Sioo;  Bethlehem,  u2c. 
per  Sioo;  Coeymans,  95c.  per  S 100  ;  Guilderland,  51.4S 
per  $100  ;  Knox,  Si. 44  per  Sioo  ;  New  Scotland,  Si.  19  per 
sioo;  Rensselaerville,  Sl.l6per  Sioo  ;  Westerlo,  Si.  15  per 
$100;  Watervliet,  Si. 00  per  SIOO  ;  West  Troy,  S1.07I  per 
Sioo  i  Green  Island,  $1.14  per  $100;  Cohoes,  1. 00.^  per 
Sioo. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Finance  C'l.'mmittee  sub- 
mitted an  annual  statement  of  moneys  received  and 
disbursed  from  Dec.  10,  ii6i,  to  Dec.  10,  1862. 

The  report  showed  a  balance  in  (avor  of  the 
county  of  $15,690.78,  made  up  as  follows  : 


Due  redemption  fund   $1,03700 

"     court  "    3-249  09 

"     military  "    971  7- 


Total   S5.257  Si 

Balance  applicable  to  county  purposes   $10,432  97 

Out  of  that  balance  there  was  paid  at  that  time 
on  account  of  election  expenses  since  Dec.  10, 

1862   1.57925 

Leaving   SS,S53  72 


The  annual  report  of  Thomas  Kearney,  County 
7'reasurer,  shows  that  there  was  paid  into  the 
county  treasury  during  the  year  from  all  sources 
$368,638.49.     There  was  disbursed  the  sum  of 
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$368,638.49.  The  amount  of  bounties  paid  that 
year  was  $175,000. 

There  was  a  balance  belonging  to  the  county 
bounty  fund  of  $18,400. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  at  their 
May  session,  held  at  tlie  City  Hull,  in  the  Citv  of 
Albany,  ]\Iay  12,  1863.  The  follow  ing  supervisors 
were  present  : 

First  Ward,  Josejih  Kresser ;  Second  Ward,  Philip 
O'Brien  ;  Thinl  Ward,  Martin  V.  li.  Winnc  :  Fourth  Ward, 
Abrani  Koonz  ;  Fifth  Ward,  liarent  P.  Staats  ;  Sixth  Ward, 
David  V.  N.  RadchtTe  ;  Seventh  Ward,  Thomas  Early  : 
Eighth  Ward,  Timctl-.y  Seymour  ;  Ninth  Ward,  Frederick 
Portli  ;  Tenth  Ward,  Thomas  O.  Wands  ;  Berne,  WilHam 
D.  Strevell  ;  Bethlehem,  William  Kimmey  ;  Coeymans, 
Jonas  Shear  ;  Guiiderland,  Stephen  V.  Frederick  ;' Knox, 
John  Keenholts  ;  New  Scotland,  John  R.  Taylor  ;  Rens- 
selaerville,  George  It.  Faraway  Watervliet,  Gerrit  Van 
Olinda  ;  Westerlo,  Jared  T.  Reynolds. 

George  H.  Laraway,  Esq.,  appointed  chairman  : 
George  V.  Thacher,  clerk  :  Dr.  Winne  was 
elected  physician,  and  James  Ogsbury,  of  Knox, 
was  appointed  doorkeeper. 

Mr.  Staats  submitted  a  report  showing  that  the 
expenses  of  the  county  and  the  Excise  Commis- 
sioners, "for  driving  rum  out  of  the  city  and 
county,"  was  something  over  $16,000  for  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

The  Board  adjourned  till  the  loth  of  November, 
1863. 

Proceedings  of  the  November  session  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  held  at  the  City  Hall  in 
Albany,  commencing  November  10,  1863. 

On  the  opening  of  the  .session,  November  11, 
the  death  of  Frederick  Porth,  late  Supervisor  of  the 
Ninth  Ward,  was  announced,  and  resolutions  ex- 
pressive of  the  sorrow  of  the  Board  at  his  loss  were 
unanimously  passed. 

The  Treasurer  reported  the  amount  of  fines  re- 
ceived by  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  county 
to  amount  to  the  sum  of  $r,  1 22. 

Amount  of  moneys  borrowed  and  received  from 
all  sources  for  the  support  of  the  war  during  the 
year  was  $205,098. 13. 

RE-IXDEXI\G  MORTG.\GF.S. 

A  resolution  had  been  adopted,  that  the  County 
Clerk  be  authorized  to  re-index  the  mortgages  of 
record  in  his  office  pursuant  to  a  system  of  vowel- 
ization,  and  to  transcribe  and  arrange  the  index  of 
deeds  upon -the  plan  followed  in  directories  and 
dictionaries.  This  work  had  been  successfully 
prosecuted,  according  to  the  report  submitted  by 
the  Clerk,  in  which  it  appeared  that  a  great  number 
of  errors,  and  some  very  dangerous  ones,  had  been 
discovered  and  rectified.  That  the  contents  of  the 
old  indexes — eight  in  numbei-,  and  comprising  the 
period  from  1753  to  'S63 — thus  sifted  and  verifietl, 
f  were  contained  in  two  books,  arranged  upon  the 
new  or  vowelized  system.  That  the  work  done 
down  to  that  time  had  been  upon  the  indices  of 
grantors,  including  the  f)erii)d  from  1656  to  1863. 
That  the  work  already  completeil  comprised  3,541 
pages,  or  106,320  names.    That  his  account  for 


indexing,  as  referred  to  in  the  above  report, 
amounted  to  $10,623. 

Mr.  Staats  presented  a  statement  from  the  United 
States  Collector,  showing  the  number  of  liquor 
dealers  in  the  city  and  county  of  Albany  to  be 
1,013,  as  follows  : 

West  Troy,  105  ;  Watervliet,  45  ;  Sixth,  Seventh  and 
Eighth  Wards,  iSl  ;  Fifth  Ward,  41  ;  Fourth  Ward,  S;,  ; 
Third  Ward,  92  ;  First  and  Second  Wards,  17S  ;  Tenth 
Ward,  53  ;  Ninth  Ward,  S8  ;  Knox,  Guiiderland  and  liernc, 
22  ;  Bethlehem  and  New  Scotland,  45  ;  Coeymans,  West- 
erlo and  Kensselaerville,  18  ;  Cohoes,  62. 

A  report  from  the  Excise  Commissioners  showed 
that  out  of  a  large  number  of  prosecutions  for  in- 
fractions of  the  excise  law  only  S450  had  been  col- 
lected ;  the  cost  of  collection  was  double  that. 

The  Committee  of  Equalization  in  the  city  and 
county  fixed  the  valuation  of  the  towns  as  follows: 

Berne,  $17.50  per  acre;  Bethlehem,  ?57-50  per  acre; 
Coeymans,  $35-50  per  acre:  Guildeiland,  557.50  per  acre; 
Knox,  Si 7. 50  per  acre;  New  Scotland,  53S  per  acre;  Rens- 
selaervLlle,  S18.50;  Westerlo,  S20.50;  Watervliet,  560. 

The  annual  statement  of  the  County  Treasurer 
shows  that  there  was  received  in  his  otfice  from  all 
sources  $419,460.18:  the  disbursements  from  the 
office,  $419,460.  iS. 

There  was  paid  to  the  Sheriff  this  year  for  serv- 
ing notices,  etc.,  etc.,  32,637.95;  board  of  prison- 
ers, $6, 718;  making  in  all  a  total  of  59,355.95. 

There  was  paid  to  reporters  the  sum  of  5499- 
The  expense  of  City  Government  was  $240,700; 
police  force,  $40,000. 

Annual  IMay  Session  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
held  at  City  Hall,  in  Albany,  ^Nlay  10,  1S64. 

Supervisors  present  : 

First  Ward,  Joseph  Kresser;  Second  Ward,  Philip  O'Brien; 
Third  Ward,  James  M.  Carlin;  Fourth  Ward,  Ahram  Koonz; 
Fifth  Ward,  liarent  P.  Staats:  Sixth  Ward,  James  H.  Carroll; 
Seventh  Ward,  Thomas  Early;  Eighth  \\'ard,  I'hilip  Mc- 
Guire;  Ninth  Ward,  Frank  Marshall;  Tenth  Ward,  Chris- 
topher W.  Bender;  Berne,  David  Conger;  Bethlehem,  William 
Kimmey  ;  Coeymans,  Peter  Keei'er;  Guiiderland,  Stephen  \'. 
Frederick;  Knox,  Ira  Van  Auken;  New  Scotland,  John  R. 
Taylor:  Rensselaerville,  Cieorge  H.  Faraway;  Watervliet, 
Gerrit  Van  Olinda;  Westerlo,  Jared  I.  Reynolds. 

George  II.  Faraway,  Chairman. 

George  V.  Thacher,  Clerk. 

Dr.  Barent  P.  Staats,  County  Physician. 

James  McAneeny,  Doorkeeper. 

A  statement  of  the  moneys  borrowed  by  resolu- 
tion of  the  Bcird,  December  17,  1863,  and  dis- 
bursed to  pay  bounties  from  December  4,  1863,  to 
Jul}'  iS,  1864,  inclusive,  showed  that  $1,074,217.  28 
had  been  disbursed  in  that  time.  There  was  a 
balance  on  hand  of  $227,442.97;  the  interest  due 
on  bonds,  September  i,  1864,  amounted  ti> 
326,071.50. 

OBJECTION  TO  THE  DRAFT. 

When  this  statement  was  given.  Dr.  Staats  rose 
and  said  that  the  draft  was  not  in  accordance  with 
our  State  Constitution;  that  that  instrument  was 
opposed  to  lotteries,  and  the  draft  was  noihinu' 
more  nor  less  than  a  lottery,  only  there  were 
more  prizes  in  a  draft  than  in  a  lottery. 

He  "believed  in  making  the  rich  man,  whose 
property  and  interests  were  at  stake,  pay  lil'cr.tlly 
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toward  saving  the  country  from  a  draft,  l)y  fur- 
nishing money  to  procure  vuluntcers,  and  niuved 
that  the  Board  favor  the  paying  of  a  bounty.'' 
His  resolution  was  adopted.  He  then  moved  tiiat 
a  committee  of  six  be  ai)pointed  to  draft  resohi- 
tions  and  report  a  plan  to  lill  the  quotas  untier  the 
President's  last  call  for  500,000  men.  This  resolu- 
sion  was  also  adopteil,  to  the  eft'ect  that  it  was  de- 
sirable and  expeilient  to  till  the  quota  of  Albany 
by  volunteers,  instead  of  by  draft. 

Active  measures  were  taken  to  carry  this  resolu- 
tion into  effect. 

Lincoln's  proclamation. 

Several  special  meetings  were  called  to  consider 
the  President's  proclamation,  made  July  18,  1S64, 
calling  for  500,000  volunteers  for  the  military  ser- 
vice. Without  going  into  particulars,  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  say  that  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors in  regard  to  that  proclamation  was  prompt, 
patriotic  and  in  every  sense  efficient,  showing  that 
the  capital  county  of  the  State  was  foremost  in 
coming  to  the  rescue  of  our  country. 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  convened  on  the  15th 
of  November,  1864,  all  the  members  of  the  board 
being  present. 

The  City  Budget,  presented  on  the  21st  of 
November,  showed  a  gross  amount  of  $370,000. 
Mr.  Staats  called  attention  to  the  fact  "  that  many 
charges  are  made  against  the  county  for  post 
viorlcm  examinations,  when  there  was  never  the 
slightest  necessity  for  such  examinations. "  He 
instanced  "one  case  where  a  bill  for  $30  had  been 
presented,  and  it  M-as  ascertained  that  the  man 
died  from  having  the  bones  of  his  head  knocked 
in  ;  when  the  physicians  were  asked  whv  they 
made  such  examination,  they  replied,  for  their  own 
information  and  nothing  more,  and  now  they  pre- 
sent a  bill  for  $30,  and  in  this  manner  nearly  one- 
half  of  coronors'  bills  are  gotten  up." 

This  year  L.  C.  TutUc  and  Hon.  John  C.  Nott, 
now  county  judge,  were  school  commissioners 
of  the  county. 

The  annual  statement  of  Thomas  Kearney  shows 
that  the  receipts  of  the  county  treasurer  during  the 
year  from  all  sources  was  $472,945.19;  the  dis- 
bursements amounted  to  $472,945.19.  He  also 
presented  his  annual  statement  of  money  received 
and  disbursed  on  account  of  bounty  fund  from 
Dec.  4,  1S63,  to  Dec.  10,  1864,  which  amounted 
to  $1,914,642.62. 

CONTEST  OVER  A  LAWYER's  BILL. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Plilton,  attorney  for  the  Excise  Com- 
•missioners,  having  obtained  judgment  to  the 
amount  of  !J6.472.  76  against  the  county,  on  pre- 
senting his  bill  for  the  same  the  Supervisors  refused 
to  pay  the  jutlgment  in  full.  A  long  controversy 
ensued  in  regard  to  the  matter,  Mr.  Hilton  refus- 
ing to  accept  any  sum  except  the  full  amount  of 
his  claim.  The  matter  was  finally  referred  to  the 
committee.  A  referee  reported  in  favor  of  a  sum 
due  Mr.  Hilton,  including  costs  and  interest,  of 
$6,355-3i- 


Mr.  Staats  ofTered  a  resolution  that  the  sum  of 
$6,472.76  be  allowed  j\Ir.  Hilton.  This  resolu- 
tion was  adopted. 

The  equalizadon  of  real  estate  in  the  city  and 
county  of  Albany  was  fi.xed  as  follows  : 

Berne,  per  acre,  S17.30  ;  Bethlehem,  per  acre,  $57.50  ; 
Cocyniaiis,  per  acre,  S35.50;  Ciuilderlaiid,  per  acre,  S37.50; 
Kiuix,  per  acre,  S18  ;  New  Scoilaiid,  per  acre,  $38;  Rens- 
sclaerville,  per  acre,  S18.50;  Westerlo,  per  acre,  S20;  Water- 
vlict,  per  acre,  $60. 

The  meeting  of  this  board  continued  by  adjourn- 
ments until  March  6,  1865. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  at  their 
annual  session,  ]\Iay  9,  1S65.     ]\Iembers  present: 

First  Ward,  Joseph  Krci>er;  Second  Ward,  James  Brice; 
Third  Ward,  Lee  Chamberlain;  Fourth  Ward,  Abram 
Koonz;  Fiuh  Ward,  Barent  V.  Staats;  Sixth  Ward.W.  C.  Mc- 
Harg;  Seventh  Ward,  David  Prest;  EiL,'hth  Ward,  lohn 
McCall;  Ninth  Ward,  Frank  ^tarshall;  Tenth  Ward,  Chris- 
topher W.  Bender;  Bethlehem, Win.  Kininiey:  Berne,  r)avi(l 
S.  Dyer;  Cocymans,  Peter  Keefer;  Guilderland,  Steven 
V.  Frederick;  Knox,  Ira  \'an  .\uken;  New  Scotland,  Daniel 
Callahan:  Rensselaerville,  Georije  H.  Faraway;  Water- 
vLiet,  Cerrit  Van  Olinda;  Westerlo,  Jared  T.  Reynolds. 
George  H.  Faraway,  Chairman;  George  V.  Thacher,  Clerk; 
Barent  P.  Staats,  County  Physician;  Joseph  W.  Reynolds, 
Doorkeeper. 

As  soon  as  an  organization  was  effected  ^Ir. 
Brice,  from  the  Second -Ward,  arose  and  in  touch- 
ing, eloquent  language  announced  the  death  of 
President  Lincoln.  Having  concluded  his  re- 
marks, he  presented  an  appropriate  preamble  and 
resolutions  expressive  of  the  feelings  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  in  regard  to  the  awful  crime 
which  resulted  in  the  President's  death,  and  of 
their  veneration  for  him,  and  that  they  recognized 
in  him  ''that  able  executive  ability,  tempered  with 
that  mild  and  genial  feeling  of  mercy,  which  has 
engraven  his  name  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen, 
and  left  him  a  character  on  the  scroll  of  fame 
which  no  time  can  erase.  ' 

The  City  Budget  was  presented  November  22, 
1865,  and  amounted  in  all  to  S446, 703.05,  of 
which  $10, GOG  was  the  Sinking  Fund  account, 
$40,000  temporary  outdoor  relief  of  the  poor, 
§42,979.44  for  public  schools,  pursuant  to  cliapter 
516,  laws  of  1855;  $80,123.61  of  diis  was  the  pro- 
portionate part  of  the  Police  expenses  apportioned  to 
the  City  of  Albany  for  the  tiscal  year  ending  Octo- 
ber I,  1866,  and  for  deficiency  to  October  1,  1S65, 
pursuant  to  section  46,  chapter  554,  laws  of  1865. 

At  the  meetingof  the  Board,  November  28,  1865, 
an  interesting  statement  showing  the  war  expenses 
of  the  whole  county  during  the  war,  which 
amounted  in  gross  to  $4,485, 276.45.  The  statement 
also  shows  that  the  county  paid  bounties,  accord- 
ing to  ditTercnt  quotas,  for  the  years  1862,  1863, 
1S64  and  1S65,  to  8,456  men.  This,  it  will  be 
seen,  does  not  include  1861,  nor  the  full  number 
of  men  enlisted  in  .\lbany  County  during  the  war. 
A  statement  showing  this  w  ill  be  found  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  In  adilition  to  the  above  amount,  hand- 
money  and  other  expenses  were  paid  durini;  the 
years  1863, '64  antl  65,  amountim;  to  $1^3.403.72. 

The  follow  ing  table  shows  the  bunds  issued  in 
Albany  County: 
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On  December  5,  1S65,  on  motion  of  ^Ir.  Mc- 
Harg,  the  salary  of  llie  District  Attorney  fp  im  and 
after  the  first  of  January,  1866,  Avas  fi.xed  at  tiie 
sum  of  Sj,  500  per  annum. 

A  vohiminous  document,  containing  tiie  names 
of  all  persons  hcensed  to  .sell  liquor  during  the 
year  down  to  December  5,  was  presented,  frr)m 
which  we  make  liic  following  recapitulation  : 

Albany. — First  Ward,  122;  Second  Ward. 75 :  Third  Ward, 
96;  Fourth  Ward,  103;  Fifth  Ward,  47;  Sixth  and  Eight 
Wards,  118:  Seventh  Ward,  90;  Ninth  Ward,  58;  Tenth 
Ward,  97;  total,  806. 

Towns. — Watervh'et,  59:  Berne  and  Guilderland,  21; 
Bethlehem  and  New  Scotland,  40:  Coeymans  and  Westerlo, 
15;  West  Troy,  ii2;Cohoes,  67;  total,  314;  city  and  towns, 
1, 120. 

On  December  6,  1 S65,  the  County  Treasurer  pre- 
sented a  Coi  NiY  Bi'DGET amounting  in  all  to  $766,- 
094-89. 

On  the  14th  of  December,  'Sir.  Frederick,  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

"Resolved,  That  there  be  assessed  upon  the  taxable 
property  of  the  county  ^766,094. 89,  the  same  to  be  applied 
for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  County  Budget  as  pre- 
sented on  the  sixth  of  l>ecember;  also  the  sum  of  ■587,114,91, 
for  Audited  Accounts." 

Which  resolution  was  adopted.  'Sir.  Frederick 
also  reported  the  City  Budget,  as  adopted  by  the 
Common  Council  and  presented  to  the  Board  on 
the  2 2d  of  November,  at  S446,  703.05,  also  the  sum 
of  $8,423.06  for  Audited  Accounts,  and  the  same 
was  adopted. 

The  equalization  of  Real  Estate  in  the  City  and 
County  of  Albany  was  fixed  at  the  rate  per  acre  : 

Berne,  S17.50:  Bethlehem,  S57.57;  Coeymans,  S35.50; 
Giiilderland,  S37oO;  Knox,  si8:  New  Scotland,  S3S.50; 
Rensselaerville,  S1S.50;  We^terlo,  S19.50;  Watcrvliet,  soo. 

The  County  Treasurer  reports  the  receipts  of 
money  this  year  to  the  amount  of  51,083,0x3.66, 
and  the  disburscmrjils  to  the  amount  of  51,083,- 
013. 66. 

The  Argus  and  The  Express  were  designaled  for 
the 

COUNTY  PAPERS  FOR  I  866, 

and  the  Albany  Counly  Democrat,  Freie  Blatter  and 
Evening  Post  were  authorized  to  publish  the 
County  Audits. 

The  Board  adjourned,  sine  die,  Dcceml)er  14, 
1865. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
the  county  of  Albany  at  the  annual  meeting  held 
at  the  City  Hall,  in  the  citv  <>f  Albanv,  M'av  S, 
1866. 

Members  present : 

First  Ward,  Robert  T-  McCormick  :  Second  Ward,  James 
Brice  :  Third  Ward,  'fohn  W.  llarcourt;  Fourth  Wani. 
Abraham  Kr)Onz  ;  Fiflh  Ward,  liarent  P.  Staats  ;  Sixth 
Ward,  David  Ro-e  ;  Seventh  Ward,  David  Brest;  Kii;hih 
Ward,  John  .McElrov  :  Ninth  Ward,  MathiasJ.  Severance; 
Tenth  Ward.  Chri.-tophcr  W.  Bender  :  Berne,  David  C"ii- 
tjer ;  Bethlehem,  William  Kimmev ;  Coeymans,  John  B. 
Shear  ;  Guilderland,  Stephen  V.  Frederick  ;  Knox,  I'eicr 
Schoonmaker:  New  Scotland.  Nicholas  A.  Del')n'.:  ;  Rens. 
=elaerville,  ( '.eor^'e  11.  Faraway  :  Watcrvliet.  Will:aiii  J. 
Wheeler  ;  Westerlo.  Ch.irles  I'.ently.  Chairman,  i  .eorirc 
H.  Faraway  ;  Clerk,  Owen  McDermott  :  Counly  l'hy?i- 
cian,  Dr.  B.'P.  Staats  ;  Doorkeeper,  Christian  Harlhne. 
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Death  of  Gerrit  Van  Olixda. — The  board 
being  thus  organized,  Dr.  Staats  arose  and  an- 
nounced the  death  of  Mr.  Gerrit  Van  Olinda, 
long  a  useful  and  honored  member  of  the  board 
from  ^^'atervliet. 

After  the  transaction  of  some  business  the  board 
adjourned  to  June  19,  1S66. 

Special  Session. 

On  Tuesday,  June  19,  the  board  met  pursuant 
to  Chapter  607  of  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New 
York  for  iSfi6. 

Jurors'  Pay. — ]\Ir.  Prest,  from  the  finance  com- 
mittee, oflered  the  following  in  regard  to  pay  of 
grand  and  petit  jurors  : 

"  IVhereas,  The  Legiflature  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
on  the  31st  of  March,  iS66,  passed  an  act  wliich  reads  as 
follows  :  The  several  boards  ot  supervisors  in  this  State 
may,  at  their  first  or  any  subse([uent  meeting  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  direct  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  dollars 
a  day  to  be  allowed  to  every  grand  and  petit  juror,  for 
attending  the  courts  of  record  held  within  their  several 
counties  ;  and  they  may  also  direct  an  allowance  to  be 
made  to  such  jurors  for  traveling  in  coming  and  returning 
from  such  courts,  not  exceeding  five  cents  a  mile;  there- 
fore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  county  treasurer  be  authorized  and 
directed  to  pay  to  every  grand  and  petit  juror  who  shall 
have  been  regularly  drawn  from  the  box  since  June  I,  | 
1866,  provided  by  law  for  attending  the  courts  of  record 
held  in  and  for  the  said  County  ot  Albany,  the  additional 
sum  of  fifty  cents  for  each  day's  attendance,  and  also  that 
each  juror  who  shall  have  been  so  drawn  as  aforesaid 
shall  be  allowed  five  cents  per  mile  for  coming  to  and 
returning  from  the  City  Hall,  the  place  of  holding  the 
several  courts  of  record  for  this  county." 

At  November  session.  Nov.  13,  1866,  the  board 
met  pursuant  to  adjournment  as  a  board  of  can- 
vassers, the  members  all  being  present.  Plaving 
completed  the  canvass  the  board  adjourned  until 
the  14th. 

At  this  meeting  the  comptroller  presented  the 
following  communication  : 

Comptroller's  Office,  Albany,  Sept.  29,  1S66. 

Contest  Coxcer.ving  Clerk. — It  will  he  seen 
that  Owen  McDermott  was  elected  clerk  of  the 
board  at  the  annual  meetimj.  This  was  done 
against  considerable  opposition,  which  was  rot 
quieted  by  his  election.  The  matter  rested,  how- 
ever, until  the  special  session  of  June  19,  when 
Mr.  Kimmey  presented  the  following  : 

"  H'hereas,  The  appointment  of  the  present  clerk  of  this 
board  was  forced  upon  the  board  against  the  wishes  ot  a 
large  majority  of  its  members;  and 

"  IVherens,  Said  board  are  not  satisfied,  and  do  not  con- 
sider said  clerk  competent  to  fully  discharge  the  duties  ot 
his  position;  therefore 

Resolvei/,  That  George  V.  Thacher  be,  ami  he  is  hereby 
appointed  clerk  of  said  board  tor  the  ensuing  year,  in  place 
of  Owen  McOermott,  removed.  ' 

After  considerable  discussion  the  resolution  was 
ado[)tetl  by  a  vote  of  eleven  ayes  and  seven  noes. 

The  board  voted  Mr.  McDermjtt  the  sum  uf 
$100  for  his  services. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  State  was  read  by  the  Clerk  : 

13  , 


To  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  County 
of  Alii  tiny  : 

Sik:  — The  TJoard  of  Equali/ation  of  Taxes,  in  pursuance 
of  chaijter  312  of  the  Laws  of  i^lo,  have  fixed  the  a^'^re- 
gate  v.ihiation  of  property  in  your  county  at  the  sutn  of 
$42,403,645,  upon  winch  amount  a  State  tax  of  ■^235,870.28 
must  be  levied  fjr  the  current  year,  being  5  j-'j  miils  on  the 
dollar,  for  the  following  purposes,  vi/..  : 

For  Schools,      of  a  mill,  per  chapter  555,  Lawi  of  1S64. 

For  General  I'urposes,  1 5^'  mills,  per  chapter  677,  Laws 
of  1866. 

For  Canals,  J  of  a  mill,  jier  chapter  271,  Laws  of  1S5Q. 

For  Canals,  -j-",  of  a  mill,  per  chapter  219,  Laws  of  1S66. 

For  Extension  of  Chenango  Canal,  y-j  of  a  mill,  per  chap- 
ter 649,  Laws  of  1 866. 

For  Champlain  Canal,  ^'j  of  a  mill,  per  chapter  156, 
Laws  of  1 866. 

For  Bounty  Debt,  2\  mills,  per  chapter  325,  Laws  of 
1865. 
Total,  S-/,rmiIls. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Hii.lhouse, 

Comptroller. 

P.  S. — The  non-resident  taxes  credited  to  your  county  for 
1S65  amount  to  S537.76. 

Referred  to  Finance  Committee. 

A  communication  was  received  from  ]Mr.  ]\Ic- 
Dermott,  the  removed  Clerk  of  the  Eoard,  stating 
that  by  his  removal  he  had  sustained  pecuniary 
loss,  and  he  asked  the  Board  for  an  appropriation 
to  indemnify  him  in-  some  degree  f:>r  the  injury 
sustained  by  such  removal.  This  elicited  a  spirited 
debate.  The  friends  of  'Six.  ^McDermoit  insisted 
that  his  removal  was  the  result  of  personal  and 
political  hatred.  The  communication  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Grievances. 

Buildings  fur  Ihe  Insane. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  November  20,  ?*Ir. 
Staats  offered  the  following  ; 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  from  this  Board 
to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Albany,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  .-.uitable  accomo- 
dations for  the  insane  of  the  county,  and  to  apply  for  such 
Legislative  aid  as  maybe  necessary  to  accomplish  the  above 
object. 

]\Ir.  Staats,  in  support  of  said  resolution,  said  : 

That  "not  only  humanity,  but  the  best  interests  of  the 
county  require  that  suitable  buildmgs  be  erected  lor  the 
insane;  that  our  State  institutions  are  entirely  inadei|uate 
to  contain  half  the  applicants  for  admission,  and  that  the 
price  of  admission  was  exorbitant.  We  are  paying  six 
thousand  dollars  a  year  to  the  Utica  Asylum,  besides  having 
over  one  hundred  in  our  Alms  House,  without  the  means  ot 
proper  care  and  treatment.  That  a  building  properly  con- 
structed, and  a  law  permitting  the  taking  of  boarders  from 
other  counties,  would  be  a  self-sustaining  institution." 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  City  Budget  was  presented  November  21, 
which  amounted  in  all  to  §496,832. 

.£lvc«(?.— James  A.  McKown,  in  185S,  was  ap- 
pointed, upon  the  recommentlation  of  a  committee 
of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  his  Honor  the 
]Mayor  of  the  City  of  Albany,  a  Special  Police  Con- 
stable, for  the  purpose  of  reporting  violations  ot 
the  E.Kcise  law,  and  was  also  reappointed  for  the 
same  duty  in  the  years  1S59,  1S60,  "61,  '62,  '63 
and  '64;  and  that  from  1851;  to  1S64,  inclusive,  he 
received  the  following  amount :  $1,820.50.  And 
he  also  received  from  the  county  f  >r  licenses  granted, 
for  the  same  time,  the  amount  of  $I37,C28.63. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  November  28,  the 
account  of  Henry  Fitch,  SlierilT,  was  prcseuteil,  in 
which  he  claimed  §17,131.72,  which  account  was 
allowed  at  $1  5,131.72. 

County  Budget.— Ox\  December  7,  1S66,  the 
County  liudL^et  was  presented,  which  amounted 
to  $876,053.'28. 

Anli-Rcnt  Difliciittics.—Dyunv^  the  }-ear  1866, 
the  anti-rent  ditliculties  in  the  cuunty  had  increas- 
ed to  such  proportions  that  the  Sheritl"  was  obliged 
to  call  on  the  military  to  aid  in  serving  and  en- 
forcing processes.  This  was  attended  with  con- 
siderable expense  to  the  countv,  and  we  give  the 
following  claims  as  an  interesting  item  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  anti-rent  difficulties  : 


Claimed.  Allowed. 

Leonard  &  Dradt   Si, 295  72  Si,26S  50 

Edward  Scaniiell   i>053  00  570  00 

Tenth  Ke<,'iment,  N.  G.  S.  X.  Y.  ..  992  25  992  25 

Company  F,  25th  Regiment  "    . .  7t52  24  762  24 

Company  C,    "         "          "    .  .  626  40  626  40 

Company  G,    "         "           "    ..  256  92  256  92 

Lord  iS:  Thornton                        .  .  500  02  49S  02 

Albany  ^:  Su.-quchaiina  R.  R.  Co.  .  22S  80  22S  So 

John  Cutler   I57  00  150  co 

Augustus  Brewster   122  00  So  00 

Walter  S.  Church   115  00  Disallowed. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Boartl  of  Supervisors,  held 
December  14,  1866,  the  Treasurer' s  Annual  State- 
ment of  Reeeipts  of  money  for  the  }'ear  1S66  was 
presented,  which  amounted  in  all  to  $1,355,  794.62. 
He  disbursed  the  sum  of  Si. 355, 794. 62.  He  - 
also  reported  a  balance  on  hand  December  i, 
1866,  of 514,658. 20. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the 
City  and  County  of  Albany  at  the  annual  meeting, 
held  at  the  City  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Albany,  I\Iay 
14,  1867. 

The  following  were  the  members  present  : 

First  Ward,  Robert  [.  McCormick;  Second  Ward.  Michael 
Delehanty ;  Third  W  ard,  Joiiathan  R.  Ilerrick:  Fourth  W  ard, 
William  Orr;  Fifth  W'ai-d.  IJarent  P.  -Staats:  Sixth  Ward, 
Alexander  A.  Edme>ton;  .'-Seventh  Ward,  Michael  Lvnian; 
Eighth  Ward,  Michael  D.  McGue:  XinthWard,  M.  Joseph 
Severance;  Tenth  Ward,  Christopher  W.  Bender:  I'.ethlehem, 
George  C.  Adams:  Berne,  Adams  J.  Warner;  Coeymans, 
John  B.  Shear;  Guilderhnd.  Hiram  Griggs;  Knox.  Peter 
Schoonmakcr;  Xew  ."-Scotland,  Xicholas  I'eloug:  Rensse- 
laerville,  George  H.  Faraway;  \\'e5terIo,  Charles  Bentley; 
Watervliet,  Wm.  J.  Wheeler. 

Chairman,  Wm.  J.  AVheeler. 

Clerk,  George  \'.  Thacher. 

County  Physician,  Dr.  liarcnt  P.  Staats. 

Doorkeeper,  Edward  Dooley. 

On  May  15  the  Board  met  according  to  ad- 
journment, and  in  the  usual  order  of  business  the 
Chairman  aimounccd  the  standing  committees  for 
the  eiTsuing  year. 

After  Some  immaterial  business,  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  B^ard  of  Siiper\isors  at  the 
City  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Albany,  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment. 

No\KMHER   12,  all   tlie    member^  being 

present.  After  discharging  their  duties  as  County 
Canvassers,  the  liDaril  adjourned. 

On  November  19  the  l>oard  met  according  to 


adjournment,  at  which  meeting  the  City  Bi  ncHT 
was  presented,  which  amounted  to  <493,202. 

Grand  Ji'koks. — The  apportionment  of  Grand 
Jurors  according  to  the  census  of  1S60  was  as 
follows  ; 

First  Ward,  24;  Second  Ward.  13;  Third  Ward,  I  q ;  Fourth 
Ward.  10:  Fifth  W  ard,  6:  Sixth  Ward,  q;  Seventh  Ward,  17; 
Eighth  Ward,  21;  Xinth  Ward,  22;  Tenth  Ward,  2S;  Bethle- 
hem, 10:  IVrne,  S;  Coeymans,  S:  Cohocs,  23:  Green  I^land, 
4;  Guilderland,  9;  Knox,  5:  Xew  Scotland,  9;  Rcnsselaerville, 
9:  We-teilo,  9;  West  Troy,  23;  W  ater\-liet,  16;  total,  300. 

REGISTRY  L.VW. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  held 
Dec.  5,  1867,  Mr.  Staats  made  an  attack  upon  the 
registry  law,  asserting  in  an  address  on  the  subject 
that  the  law  was  very  onerous  and  expensive,  and 
did  not  answer  any  good  or  useful  purpose.  ' 

On  December  6  the  County  Budget  was  pre- 
sented, amounting  in  all  to  $776,990.21,  to  which 
was  added  audited  accounts  of  $1,334. 15. 

COUNTY  treasurer's  REPORT. 

Stephen  Frederick  also  submitted  his  annual 
statement  of  money  received  and  disbursed  from 
the  first  day  of  January,  1867,  to  Dec.  i,  1867, 
which  showed  that  he  had  received  from  all  sources 
$886,414.58;  that  he  had  paid  out  during  that 
time  the  sum  of  5886.414.  58. 

The  equalization  of  the  value  of  real  estate  in 
the  County  of  Albany  was  fixed  by  the  committee 
of  equalization  as  follows  : 

Berne,  per  acre,  S17.50;  Belhlehem,  per  acre,  S57-5o; 
Coeymans,  per  acre,  S35.50;  Guilderland,  per  acre,  S37.50; 
Kno.x,  per  acre,  $iS;  Xew  Scotland,  per  acre,  S38;  Rens- 
selaer, per  acre,  S1S.50;  Westerlo,  per  acre,  $19.50;  Water- 
vliet, per  acre,  $60. 

It  was  also  adopted  th.it  in  the  cit}-  <jf  All.)any 
the  assessed  valuation  be  the  equalized  valuation. 

After  a  spirited  debate  it  was  resolved  that  the 
County  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  borrow  Sioo.oco 
upon  the  credit  of  the  county  to  pay  bonds  due 
March  i,  1868. 

Percentage  of  Taxation. — The  following  was 
reported  as  the  percentage  of  taxatirm  in  the  city 
and  several  towns,  which  was  agreed  to  : 

City,  3.56;  city  west  of  Partridge  street,  3.09;  city  west 
of  Allen  street,  3.00:  Berne,  3.60;  Bethlehem.  1..S6:  Coey- 
mans, 1. 84;  Guilderland,  2.06:  Knox,  3.0S;  Xew  Scodand, 
2.30;  Rensselaerville,  2.18;  Westerlo,  2.jS;  Watervliet, 
1.72;  West  Troy,  2.04;  Cohocs  and  (Jrcen  Island,  2.04. 

Adopted. 

Annual  Session  of  iS68 — May  12,  1S6S. 
Supervisors  present  : 

First  Ward,  ^Villiam  J.  Weaver;  Second  Ward.  Lawrence 
Carey;  Thinl  Ward,  John  Kelly;  Fourth  W.ird,  John  C. 
Fcltm.an;  Filth  Ward",  Barent '  P.  Staats;  Sixth"  Ward. 
Alexander  .V.  Edmestoii;  Seventh  Ward,  I'.ernard  Kav.m- 
augh;  Eighth  Ward,  Henry  T.  O'Connor:  Xinth  Ward. 
i:dward  Wliitty;  Tenth  W.ird,  Christopher  Bender:  r:ie, 
James  A.  Reamer;  Bethlehem,  George  C.  Adams;  <  ocy- 
mans,  John  B.  Shear;  (juilderhmd,  Hiram  Grig-'s;  K'uix. 
IV-ter  Sclioonir.akcr:  Xew  Scoila;ul,  .'^anuiel  Patt  '":  K'-ii^- 
-el.iei  viUe,  William  M.igivnv;  Watervliet.  Will  .im  .1. 
Wheeler.  William  J.  Wheeler  was  elected  ch.inniiii; 
(ieorge  V.  Thacher,  clerk;  Dr.  Barciit  P.  .-laat.-,  cnmly 
pliy=ician  ;  W  lUiam  Doody,  doorkeeper. 
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On  Wednesday,  May  13,  the  Chairman  an- 
nounced the  standing  committees. 

BAD  CONDITION  OF  THE  COUNTY  JAIL. 

The  Chairman  presented  a  communication  froni 
Hon.  Henr}'  Smith,  District  Attorney,  showing  the 
lamentable  condition  of  the  County  Jail.  He  says  : 

"  In  the  main  apartment  yoii  will  find  sixty  niale  pris- 
oners, includin'j;  some  chiiJren,  confined  in  one  common 
room,  where  those  youthful  in  years,  and  those  who  have 
committed  their  first  criminal  error,  perhaps  those  who  are 
entirely  innocent,  are  exposed  to  tlie  inrtuences,  and  often 
to  the  physical  tortures,  of  the  most  depraved  of  men. 

"  In  another  room,  of  about  tifteen  by  eighteen,  you  will 
find  some  twenty-two  females  of  various  a'^^es,  even  to  ex- 
treme old  age;  some  reasonably  tidy  and  others  repulsively 
filthy;  some  apparently  well  and  others  suffering  from  loath- 
some diseases,  crowded  together  in  a  space  where  there  is 
scarcely  room  for  all  to  lie  down  at  once.  In  short,  you 
will  find  a  state  of  things  that  would  shame  a  semi-civilized 
community,  and  would  not  be  tolerated  by  the  people  of 
this  county  for  one  hour  if  they  could  for  a  moment  look  in 
upon  the  appalling  horrors  of  that  fearful  den,  kept  under 
their  authority,  for  the  detention  of  persons  accused  of 
crime.  This  state  of  aftirs,''  Mr.  Smith  continues,  "is  no 
fault  of  the  Sheriff  or  Jailer,  but  results  from  want  of  suitable 
rooms." 

Mr.  Smith's  report  of  the  condition  of  the  jail 
produced  the  most  profound  sensation  throughout 
the  city  and  county,  resulting,  as  we  shall  see,  in 
an  entire  change  in  the  management  of  the  jail.  A 
special  committee  was  ajjpointed  with  power  to 
expend  at  least  $4,000. 

The  following  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Superintendent  of  the  Capital  Police 
be  and  is  hereby  instructed  to  notify  the  several  captains 
and  sergeants  of  the  Police  of  the  Town  of  Watervliet  to 
convey  prisoners  under  sentence  to  the  Penitentiary,  in 
place  of  leaving  them  at  the  County  Jail. 

A  Speci.vl  INIeeting  was  held  June  16,  1S68. 
The  principal  business  under  consideration  was 
the  improvement  of  the  County  Jail.  The  follow- 
ing resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  necessity  of  altering  the  County  Jail,  be  author- 
ized to  receive  proposals  in  accordance  with  the  plans  sub- 
mitted to  the  P)Oard,  with  the  additional  story  with  a  wing 
on  the  east  side,  a.  pi'esented  by  Mr.  Edme^ton,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  S2,5oo. 

NOVEMBER  SESSION. 

The  Board  convened  as  County  Canvassers, 
November  10,  1868,  all  the  Supervis'irs  present. 
After  concluding  the  canvass,  the  Board  adjourned 
until  Wednesday,  November  11. 

Mr.  Edmeston  offered  the  following  : 

Resolved,  That  the  County  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  pay  to  the  contractors  upon  jail  improvement 
the  sum  of  ^4,000,  upon  the  said  contractors  presenting 
certificates,  signed  by  the  architect  and  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Jail  Improveiueut,  stating  that  such  sum  is 
actually  due  them. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Reamer  offered  the  following  : 

Whereas,  The  enlargement  of  the  County  Jail  during  the 
summer  has  been  a  source  of  great  inconvenience  to  the 
Jailer,  and  attended  with  con>iderable  extra  e\pen^e,  he 
having  tx.-en  obliged  to  send  his  family  into  the  country  for 
several  months  ;  therefore 


Resolved,  That  the  County  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
pay  Albert  Gallup  extra  compensation  as  Jailer  of  the 
County  of  Albany. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Grand  Jl'Roes. — On  December  8  Mr.  Shear  pre- 
sented  the    following   apportionment   of  Grand 
j  Jurors  in  and  for  the  County  of  Albany: 

OVr— First  Ward,  21 ;  Second  Ward,  1 1 ;  Third  Ward,  11 ; 
!  Fourth  ^\'ard,  10;  Fifth  \Vard,  6:  Sixth  Ward,  9;  Seventh 
j  'Ward,  14;  Eighth  \Vard,  21:  -\inth  \\'ard,  21;  Tenth  Ward, 
I  30.  To^jHs — Perne,  7;  ISeihlehem,  16:  Coeymans,  10; 
I  Guildcrland,  11;  Knox,  6;  Xew  Scotland,  9;  Renssel.icr- 
j  ville,  9:  Westerlo,  8:  Cohoes,  15;  Green  Island,  5;  West 
Troy,  24;  Watervliet,  16. 

City  Budget. — Mr.  Bender  presented  the  City 
Budget.  This  amounted,  in  gross,  to  the  sum  of 
$616,611.37,  of  which  the  sum  of  $82,766.87  was 
the  proportionate  part  of  Police  expenses  appor- 
tioned to  the  City  of  .\lbany  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing October  I,  1869,  pursuant  to  section  45,  chapter 
j   544,  laws  of  1865. 

I      Improvements  on  Jail. — ]\Ir.  Edmeston,  from 
[  the  Special  Committee  on  the  improvements  of  the 
Jail,  presented  a  report   showing,  among  other 
things,  that  the  total  cost  of  the  entire  improvements 
on  the  Jail  amounted  to  $8,142.18. 

Official  County  Papers. — The  Argus  and  Ex- 
press were,  on  ballot,  designated  as  the  official 
county  papers. 

County  Budget. — On  December  11  the  County 
Budget  was  presented,  which  amounted  to  $585,- 
168.29.    O'"'  motion  of  IMr.  Gregg  it  was 

Resolved,  That  there  be  levied  and  assessed  upon  the 
taxable  property  of  the  County  the  sum  of  s66o,ooo,  being 
the  amount  mentioned  in  the  County  Budget  presented  this 
day  to  the  Board,  and  including  the  audited  accounts  of 
this  Board. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

I      De.\.th  of  Supervisor  Reamer. — On  the  as- 
sembling of  the  Board  in  the  afternoon  of  Decem- 
ber II,  Supervisor  Schoonmaker  arose  and,  in 
]  touching  language,  announced  the  death  of  Super- 
I  visor  Reamer,  of  Ikrne.  The  tribute  he  paid  to  his 
i  memory  was  as  just  as  it  was  eloquent  and  impres- 
sive.    He  closed  by  saying: 

"  I  feel  a  bereavement  which  will  cast  a  deep  gloom  over 
all  who  are  numbered  as  his  acquaintances.  A  political 
antagonist  and  a  neighbor,  never  has  an  event  occurred  to 
mar  the  harmony  of  our  intercourse,  and  no  man  could  ha\  e 
l)een  taken  from  us  whose  loss  all  would  more  deeply 
deplore." 

He  tlien  submitted  an  impressive  preamble,  fol- 
lowed by  equally  impressive  resolutions,  touchirig 
the  exemplary  life  and  useful  career  of  the  deceased 
!    Supervisor.     Among  the  resolutions  was  one  to 
j    the  effect  that  the  Chairman's  and  Clerk's  desks 
j   and  the  vacant  chair  of  the  deceased  be  draj'ed  in 
mourning.     It  was  alst)  resolved  that  the  Board  at- 
tend the  funeral  in  a  body,  and  to  adjourn  untd 
Tuesday  ne.xt  at  3:30  i".  m. 

Mr.  Feltman,  in  seconding  the  resolution^, 
which  were  adopted,  paid  a  well-dc?,crved  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  the  deceased. 

Treasurer's  Annual  St.\tement. — On  Decem- 
ber 15,  1 868,  the  Board  met  pur^uant  to  adjourn- 
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ment,  and  Stephen  V.  Frederick  jjresentcil  his  an- 
nual statement  of  moneys  received  and  disbursed 
from  the  ist  day  of  December,  1S67,  to  the  ist  day 
of  December,  1S6S,  which  amounted  in  all  to 
$857,492.54;  disbursements  amounted  to  $857,- 
492.54.  His  report  showed  a  balance  m  his  hands 
of  $1,537-70. 

County  Bounty  P"lnd. — 


Recdpts: 

Bal.mce  on  hand   S3>3I3  00 

Proceeds  of  sale  of  County  ISonds   150,000  00 

Premiums   3. 618  76 

Transferred  from  General  Fund  213,000  00 


§370.031  76 


Dishtirsevients: 

Cash  paid  bonds  due  March  I,  1868  $248,100  00 

Cash  paid  bonds  due  March  I,  1867   2,200  00 

Six  per  cent,  interest  on  §29,000  . .    S70  00 

Coupons  due  March  I,  186S   58,329  25 

Coupons  due  September  I,  1 868   53.744  00 

Coupons  due  March  I,  1867   267  75 

Coupons  due  September  I,  1S67   1. 603  00 

Coupons  due  March  I,  1865    105  00 

Coupons  due  September  I,  1865   299  25 

Certificate  of  bond  to  Ira  I  lenpliy   532  50 

Certificate  of  bond  to  Nelson  Van  Patten  to 

S.  Tuttle   5S7  ;o 

Interest  on  $30,000  to  Loan  Committee   2,10000 

Balance   1.273 


$370,031  76 

Excise. — The  whole  number  of  licenses  granted 
in  the  County  for  the  year  1S6S  was  640. 

The  County  was  divided  this  year  into  three 
licensed  districts,  each  placed  in  charge  of  one  exci.se 
commissioner.  Mr.  S.  F.  Powell  was  one;  Mr.  E. 
Newcomb  was  the  second;  iMr.  Gonsalus  was  the 
third 

The  whole  number  of  licenses  granted  in  r^Ir. 
Powells  district  was  161,  at  $30  each,  making 
$4,830. 

The  whole  number  issued  in  ^fr.  Xewcomb's  dis- 
trict was  159  ;  157  of  which  were  at  >i30  each,  one 


at  $150,  and  one  at  $75. 

The  whole  number  in  ^Ir.  Gonsalus'  district, 
was  140,  as  follovvS  : 

West  Troy,  55  ;  Cohoes,  33  ;  Green  Island  6  ; 
Watervliet,  16;  Seventh  Ward,  30;  total, 
140,  at  $30  each,  amounting  to   §4,200  00 

Paid  county  treasurer   3,55000 


Balance  on  hand     $650  00 


•Sum  total  of  Mr.  Powell's  district   $4,830  00 

*'      "     "    "    New  tomb's  district   4.935 

"     •"     "    "    Gonsalus' district   4,20000 

Total  $13, 9(35  00 

Total  amount  paid  to  county  treas- 
urer by  Mr.  Powell  '.  $3,500  00 

Total  amount  paid  to  county  treas- 
urer by  Mr.  Newcomb   4,105  00 

Total  amoui\t  paid  to  county  treas- 
urer by  Mr.  Gonsalus   3.55°  00 

 $11,155  00 

Total    $2,810  CO 


Ttie  excise  question  this  year,  and  for  several 
years  previous,  was  a  matter  of  great  embarrass- 
ment and  expense  to  the  county,  A  large  number 
of  suits  f  )r  the  violation  of  excise  laws  had  been 
commenced.  .Numerous  judgments  had  been 
obtained  widiout  any  return  to  the  county,  antl  at 
a  very  lieavv  expense  to  the  taxpayers.  This  sub- 
ject occupied  much  of  the  time  of  this  session. 
Finalh  on  Jan.  6,  1869,  on  morion  of  Mr.  Weaver, 
the  Board  resolved  to  settle  all  judgments  now  on 
file  for  violation  of  the  then  present  excise  law  for 
the  sum  of  twenty-five  cents  on  the  dollar  upon  all 
sums  represented  by  such  judgment  and  costs,  pro- 
vided the  amount  was  paid  to  Geo.  V.  Thacher, 
the  present  Clerk  of  the  Board,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  April,  1869. 

Mr.  Staats  introduced  a  resolution  denouncing 
the  excise  law,  and  moved  that  the  committee  on 
application  to  the  Legislature  be  requested  to  pre- 
pare a  law  which  will  invest  the  whole  power  of 
excise  in  the  Police  Commissioners  so  far  as  the 
police  districts  exist  in  this  county,  and  dvat  where 
they  do  not  exist  the  supervisors  of  the  several 
towns  shall  grant  licenses  for  the  sale  of  malt  and 
alcoholic  liquors.    This  resoludon  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Weaver  moved  that  the  following  be  added 
to  the  resolution  relative  to  judgments  obtamed  by 
the  Excise  Commissioners : 

Resolved,  That  if  it  be  found  that  any  of  the  parties 
against  whom  these  iudgments  are  held  are  in  such  cir- 
cumstances that  they  are  utterly  unable  to  pay  the  same, 
that  such  non  payments  be,  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  supervisor  of  the  ward  or  town  in  which  such  parties 
reside,  canceled  for  the  sum  of  one  dollar. 

Adopted. 

When  it  is  known  that  each  of  the  defendants  in 
those  judgments  could,  on  executions  issued 
upon  them,  have  been  arrested  and  imprisoned  for 
non-payment,  the  lenity  of  the  Board  in  regard  to 
them  will  be  fully  appreciated.  After  some  other 
business  the  board  adjourned  sine  die. 

Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Spring  Session  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  City  and  County  of 
Albany,  held  in  the  City  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Albany, 
May  1 1,  1869. 

Members  present : 

First  Ward,  Wm.  J.  Weaver;  Second  Ward,  Lawrence 
Csrey;  Third  Wa.d.  .\aron  II.  Pratt;  Fourth  Ward,  John  C. 
Feltman;  Fifth  Waid,  Wm.  Haskell ;  Sixth  Ward,  ,Me\ander 
A.  EdMicston;  Seventh  Ward,  John  Fitzgerald:  Eighth  Ward, 
James  D.  Walsh;  Ninth  \\ard,  Christian  Schurr:  Tenth 
NVard,  Dr.  Gallez;  Berne,  Alfred  Huni,'erford:  Bethlehem, 
George  C.  .\dams ;  Coeymans.  John  B.  Shear;  GuilderLmd. 
Hiram  (jriggs;  Knox,  I'eter  Schoonmaker:  New  Scotland, 
Nicholas  11.  Houck;  Rcnsselaerville,  William  >lagivny; 
Watervliet,  Wm.  J.  Wheeler:  Westerlo,  Julius  Thayer. 

Chairman,  Wm.  I.  Wheeler. 

Clerk,  Charles  J.'Pc.se. 

County  Physician,  Milton  M.  Lamb. 

Doorkeeper,  Anthony  Daug. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment  on 
IVIay  13,  1S69.  ^  '1^'  minutes  of  the  I-'.-t  meeting 
read  and  approved. 

I'he  Chairman  then  announced  the  Si  wni.sc. 
CoM.MirrEEs  for  the  ensuing  year. 

After  conducting  some  bu:sine<s,  the  B".-.rd  ad- 
journed till  the 
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N0VEM13ER  SES5IU.V. 

On  November  9,  1869,  the  Board  convened  ac- 
cording to  adjournment:  all  the  Supervisors  present. 
In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Wlieeler,  Mr.  Shear  ^vas 
chosen  Chairman  pro  lent. 

After  discharging  the  duties  of  County  Canvass- 
ers, the  Board  adjourned. 

At  the  meeting  held  November  10,  an  interesting 
statement  in  regard  to  taxes  in  the  County  was  pre- 
sented. 

Mr.  Weaver  presented  this  statement  to  the 
Board,  in  the  folluwing  manner  : 

ALBANY  CITY. 

We  here  find  that  the  asfe>sed  vahie  of  real  and  ]>er?onal 
estate  for  the  City  of  Albany  has  increased  Ironi  iSiSoto 
1868  51,118,426,  bciiic;  an  increase  of  four  and  onediaif  per 
cent. ;  while  the  eqiuili/cd  value  in  the  same  period  ha>  in- 
creased S3, 158,461,  lieing  an  increase  of  thirteen  and  one- 
sixteenth  per  cent. 

Now,  while  the  assessed  value  of  the  City  of  Albany  has 
increased  four  and  one-quarter  per  cent.,  the  assessed  value 
of  all  the  towns  condiined  has  inci'eased  ci'_;hteen  and  one- 
sixth  per  cent.,  and  while  the  equalized  value  for  the  City  of 
Albany  has  increased  thirteen  and  one-sixteenth  per  cent., 
the  increase  in  all  the  other  towns  combined  is  but  nine  and 
one-half  per  cent. 


> 

G 


OC        Tf       ^  ro 


^3   ")  I    N  CO 


:  5  3-^  :  0-2^ 

•'Z  -   ■-'  ■■■Ti  ' 

—  ~  ~z  ■<       >  —  'J 

^  ^  .=  .t  >  > 


In  the  above  table  nearly  $1,000,000  of  the  in- 
creased assessed  value  in  the  town  of  WatervHet  is 
credited  to  the  year  1S68. 

City  Bldget — P"or  the  year  1869  amotinted  in 
all  to  $601, 188.29. 


The  salary  of  the  County  Piiysician  was  li.xcd 
by  resolution  at  the  sum  of  $500  per  annum. 

Ccu.sri'  Budget. — The  county  budget  fur  the 
year  1S69  amounteil  in  all  to  55^3,  5 1 7. 9b'. 

CoL'xrv' Treasi  ker. — ^Ir.  The}  er  presented  tlie 
bond  of  County  Treasurer-elect  Ale.xanderKennt-dv. 
Esq.  It  was  signed  by  Jonathan  R.  Henrick. 
Jas.  A.  McDonald  and  Philip  O'Brien.  It  was  in 
the  penalty  of  $100,  ceo. 

The  supervisor  of  the  town  of  Coeymans  was 
authorized  to  borrow  on  the  credit  of  the  town  \\vi 
sum  of  $2,000  to  pay  damages  and  e.xpenses  in 
rebuilding  and  repairing  bridges  and  roads  damaged 
by  a  flood  in  the  said  town. 

Excise. — The  Commissioners  of  Excise,  Me.ssrs. 
E.  Newcomb,  J.  Reynolds  and  G.  W.  Gonsalus, 
reported  the  following  as  the  whole  number  f>f 
licenses  and  amounts  of  iTioney  received  for  the 
same  for  the  year  1S69  : 

Whole  number  granted  at   S30   41^ 

"  "  "        "     10   27 

"75   I 

"  "  "        "   150   I 

Total  number  in  the  county   448 

As  follows:  419  at   S30   $12,570  00 

27  "      10   270  00 

I  "     75   75  00 

I  "    150   150  00 

Total  receipts   $13,065  00 

Paid  county  treasurer   11,163 

CoLWTV  Treasl  ker's  Statement. —The  County 
Treasurer  transmitted  his  annual  statement  of 
money  received  and  disbursed  from  the  first  day  of 
December.  iSt>8,  to  the  first  day  of  December, 
1869,  showing  a  balance  on  hand  : 

Receipts  from  all  sources   $818,158  54 

DISBURSE.MENTS. 

Resolution   S305  89 

Audit  accounts   130,640  11 

Total  with  remainder  of 

disbursements   $818,158  ^4 

Stephen  V.  Frederick,  County  Treasurer,  in  ac- 
count with  County  uf  Albany  : 

1868.  Dr. 

Dec.  I,  to  balance  onhand   $1,273  26 

March  I,  to  net  proceeds  from  sale  of  Albany 

County  bonds   253.761  55 

Transferred  from  general  account   205,000  00 

$460,034  Sr 

1S69.  ~  ■ 

Dccemlx'r,  to  balance   $1,130  5^ 

1869.  Cr. 

Paid  bonds  due  March,  1S69   $348,000  00 

"      "       "       "     1S6S   700  00 

"  interest  on  $29,000  1 6  per  cent.)   870  00 

"  coupons  of  1S67,  1S6S,  1S69   109,334  25 

By  balance   £,130  56 

$460,034  Si 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
Albany  city  and  county  at  the  annual  meeting  held 
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at  the  Citv  Hull  in  the  Cily  of  Albaiiv,  May  lo, 
1870. 

I'he  members  present  were  : 

First  Ward,  WoltVaiv,'  Meyer  ;  Second  Ward,  Frederick 
Schifferdecker  ;  Third  Ward,  Wm.  J.  Weaver  ;  Fourth 
Ward,  George  P.  Lynd  ;  Fiftii  Ward,  Thomas  H.  Craven  ; 
Sixtli  Ward,  [ohn  C.  i''ehniaii  ;  Seventh  Ward,  Abraham 
B.  Garfield  ;  Kiglith  Ward.  IlenryR.  Haskins ;  Ninth  Ward, 
James  Hartley  ;  Tenth  Ward,  Thomas  Kanary;  Eleventh 
Ward,  John  K.  Stewart:  Twelfth  Ward,  John  Melveiina; 
Thirteenth  Ward,  I'hilip  Frederick ;  Fourteenth  Ward,  M.  H. 
Kenneally;  I'itteenth  Ward,  David  W.  Seeley;  Sixteenth 
Ward,  George  B.  Iloyt. 

conoES. 

First  Ward,  Joseph  Coleman  ;  Second  Ward,  W.  Taylor 
Dodge;  Third  Ward,  John  Scully;  Fourth  Ward,  Solomon 
Dotter. 

TOWNS. 

Berne,  Alfred  Hungerford  ;  Bethlehem,  George  C. 
Adams  ;  Coeymans,  John  B.  Shear  ;  Guilderland,  Hiram 
Griggs;  Knox.  Peter  Schoonmaker  ;  New  Scotland,  Alonzo 
B.  Voorhees;  Rensselaerville,  Wm.  Magivny;  ^^'atervliet, 
Wm.  J.  Wheeler;  Westerlo,  Orson  L.  Hannay.  Chairman, 
Wm.  J.  Weaver;  Clerk,  Charles  J.  Pease;  County  Physician, 
Milton  M.  Lamb;  Doorkeeper,  Daniel  McClary. 

After  the  transaction  of  some  miimportant  busi- 
ness the  Board  adjourned. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  took  place  in  the 
Common  Council  Chamber,  at  which  all  the  mem- 
bers were  present.  This  meeting  was  called  for 
the  purpose  of  hearing  a  report  from  the  special 
committee  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  altera- 
tion of  the  Supervisors"  room.  A  somewhat  heated 
discussion  arose,  after  which  the  report  was  read, 
showing  that  the  work  had  been  let  to  ^Messrs. 
Norman  ami  Treadwell,  architects,  of  Albany,  who 
made  plans  and  specifications  for  the  work  which 
had  been  adopted. 

They  advertised  in  the  county  papers  for  pro- 
posals for  the  work  as  follows  : 

For  carpenter  work. 

For  carpenter  and  mason  wrjrk. 

For  carpenter,  mason  work  and  painting. 

For  mason  work. 

For  painting. 

The  committee  had  awarded  the  work  as  fol- 
lows : 

Carpenter  work  to  George  Martin,  Troy,  for.  . .  .    $963  43 

Masim  work  to  Alex.  Shanelley  for   70  00 

Painting  to  Wm.  Griffin   184  00 

Total  •  $1,217  42 

The  committee  sold  the  old  furniture  and 
carpets  at  auction  for  $79,  less  $7.90  expenses. 

Fall  Session-, — The  Board  convened  November 
5,  1870.  A  full  Board  present,  except  Supervisor- 
Fredericks. 

An  Interesting  Question  torching  Excise.-— 
at  a  previous  meeting  of  the  Board,  a  resolution 
was  adopted  denying  the  Commissioners  of  Excise 
the  right  to  em[)Ioy  counsel  to  prosecute  suits  for 
tliem  and  conferring  the  riglit  to  employ  counsel 
for  them  upon  the  Law  Committee  of  tlie  Super- 
visors. The  Commissioners  denied  the  right  of  the 
supervisors  to  interfere  in  the  matter.  Litigation 


ensued  and  the  case  iinall\-  terminated  in  the  Court 
of  Appeals,  which  court  decided  that  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Excise  had  the  power  to  employ  counsel 
!  to  prosecute  sucli  claims  as  they  decided  were 
j  proper  to  })rosccute  for  any  violation  of  the  excise 
j  law.     On  Nov.  21,  iS 70,  the  report  of  the  Com- 
i  mittee  on  Equalization  was  presented.    It  is  an 
!  interesting  and  instructive  report,   too  long-,  how- 
I  ever,  to  be  inserted  in  this  work;  but  the  reader  is 
referred  to  pages  37-38  of  die  journal  of  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  for  1870  for  the  tabulated  report, 
and  to  pages  39,  40,  41,  42,  43,  44,  45  for  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Supervisors,  and  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  General  in  relation  to  the  said  report. 

On  November  28,  Joseph  C.  Y.  Paige,  City 
Chamberlain,  made  a  report  to  the  Supervisors  of 
the  county,  pursuant  to  chapter  77,  section  43, 
laws  of  1870,  that  according  to  his  estimate  it 
would  require  for  the  expenses  of  the  District 
Attorney's  office  for  the  ensuing  year  ending  Oct. 
31,  1871,  the  sum  of  $3,000  for  the  following  pur- 
poses, viz. : 

Salaries  of  two  special  officials  at  Si, 200  §2,40x3  00 

Traveling  and  other  necessary  expenses   600  00 

Total  ?3,ooo  00 

Grand  Jurors.  —  On  December  i,  1S70,  Mr. 
Adams,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  appor- 
don  the  Grand  Jurors  for  the  County  of  Albany, 
reported  as  follows  : 

First  Ward,  8;  Second  Ward,  S;  Third  Ward,  9:  Fourth 
Ward,  i  j:  Fifth  Ward,  10;  Sixth  Ward,  14;  Seventh  Ward,  6: 
Fighth  \N'ard,  10;  Ninth  Ward,  S:  Tenth  Ward,  6;  Eleventh 
Ward,  13  ;  Twelfth  Ward,  9;  Thirteenth  Ward,  ii;  Four- 
teenth Ward,  9;  Fifteenth  Ward,  11  ;  Sixteenth  Ward,  11. 

TOWNS. 

Berne,  7;  Bethlehem,  15;  Coeymans,  10;  Knox,  6; 
New  Scotland,  9;  Rensselaerville,  9;  Guilderland,  11  ; 
Westerlo,  S  ;  Cohoes,  First  Ward,  7  ;  Cohoes,  Second 
Ward,  5;  Cohoes,  Third  Ward.  S;  Cohoes,  Fourth  Ward,  ^; 
Green  Island,  5  ;  West  Troy,  24  ;  Watervliet,  15. 

Cm'  Bud(;et. — On  December  5  the  City 
Budget  was  presented  to  the  Board,  which 
amounted  in  all  to  $675,573,  $195,730  of  which 
was  for  the  support  uf  Public  Schools,  pursuant  to 
chapter  444,  laws  of  1866. 

County  Ti  kasurer. —  On  December  7  Alexan- 
ander  Kennedy,  County  Treasurer,  transmitted  his 
annual  statement  of  nn^ney  received  and  di^-bursed 
from  January  i,  1870,  to  December  i,  1S70. 

The  receipts  amounted  to  $801,000  67 

The  disbursements  were    8g  1,000  (-7 

EQUALIZATION  OF  ASSESSMENTS,  COUXTV  OF  AI.HANV, 
ANNUAL  SESSION  OF    I  87  I. 

The  Board  convened  pursuant  to  statiue.  at  the 
1  City  Hall  in  the  City  of  Albany,  Tue>da\-.  M.iy 
9,  1 87 1.    Supervisors  present: 

ALnANV. 

i-irst  Ward,  Peter  Ilalpcii  :  Second  Ward,  Frederick 
i  Schifferdecker;  I  hird  Ward,  William  I.  Weaver:  lourth 
I  Ward,  Richard  Bortle  ;  Fillli  Ward,  Thomas  H.  Craven; 
I  Sivth  Ward,  [ohn  C.  Feltman  ;  Seventh  Wanl.  Ira  P..rter; 
i   Eighth  Ward'    1  [enry  R.  Ha,-.khis  ;  Ninth  W.ani,  .Vn.lrcw 
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Kcaii;  Tenth  Ward,  AnJicw  R.  Hunter:  Eleventh  Ward, 
John  McIIafUe;  Twelfth  Wanl.  John  McKenna:  Thirteenth 
Ward,  Edmund  J.  Lxird  :  Fourteenth  Ward,  Michael  H. 
Kenneally;  Fiitecnih  Ward,  Jacob  H.  Ten  Evck;  Sixteenth 
Ward,  Patrick  II.  Daly. 


First  Ward,  Jo';cph  Coleman  ;  Second  Ward.  W.  Taylor 
Dodge  ;  Third  Ward,  Joim  Scully  ;  Fourth  Ward,  Solomon 
Dotter. 

TOWNS. 

Berne,  William  Zeh;  Bethlehem,  Albertus  AV.  Tecker; 
Coeymans,  John  B.  Shear;    Guilderland,  Hiram  Grii^'gs; 
Knox,  Peter  Schoonmaker;  New  Scotland,  Robert  Taylor; 
Rensselaerville,    Walter  R.  Tanner;    Watervliel,  Emmet 
^  Flagler;  'Wciterlo,  Warren  Rosenkrans. 

The  following  were  the  officers  chosen  for  the 
year  1871  : 

President,  William  J.  \M\eeler;  Clerk,  Charles  L.  Pease; 
County  Physician,  Dr.  Milton  M.  Lamb;  Doorkeeper,  Ed- 
ward J.  Flanegan. 

Standing  Co.mmittees. — On  May  10,  1S71, 
the  President  announced  the  Standing  Com- 
mittees. 

Fall  Session. — The  Board  met  according  to 
adjournment,  November  14,  1871,  all  members 
being  present.  After  attending  to  the  duties  re- 
quired of  diem  as  a  Board  C)f  Canvassers,  they  ad- 
ioumed. 

County  Judge's  Salary. — On  November  21, 
1871,  a  communication  was  presented  to  the  Board 
of  Supervisors,  signed  by  Hon.  Hamilton  Harris, 
Hon.  \Vm.  L.  Learned,  Hon.  Amnsa  J.  Parker, 
Hon.  Lvman  Tremain,  Hon.  Samuel  Hand,  War- 
ren S.  Kelley,  Esq.,  Simeon  W.  Rosendale,  Esq., 
M.  Frothingham,  Esq.,  N.  Swartz,  Esq.,  and 
nearly  every  member  of  the  profession  in  the  city, 
setting  forth  that  the  duties  of  the  County  Judge 
would  thereafter  be  very  largely  increased,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  enlarged  jurisdiction  given  to  the 
County  Courts  by  the  late  amendments  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  State,  ami  that  a  salary  of  $5,000 
per  year  would  be  no  more  than  an  adequate  com- 
pensation for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of 
County  Jutlge  ;  and,  therefore,  as  a  matter  of 
justice  to  the  occupant  of  the  office  as  for  the 
dignity  of  the  position,  they  respectfully  ask  the 
Board  to  fi.K  the  future  salary  of  that  office  at  a 
sum  not  less  than  $5,000.  In  accordance  with 
this  communication  a  resolution  was  adopted  | 
fixing  the  salary  of  County  Judge  on  and  after 
the  ist  day  of  January  then  next  at  $5,000,  in 
quarterly  payments. 

The  County  Treasurer  transmitted  his  annual 
_^statement  of  moneys  received  and  disbursed  from 
the  1st  of  December,  1S70,  to  the   ist  of  Decem- 
ber, i!S7i,  showing  a  balance  on  hand. 

The  whole  amount  of  such  receipts  amounted 
ta  the  sum  of  $1,164,420.11  ;  the  disbursements 
amounted  that  year  to  $1,164,420.11. 

Equalized  valuation  of  the  City  and  County  of 
Albany  : 

President  Weaver,  frwin  the  Conunittcc  on  Equal- 
ization of  l"axes,  made  the  folluwing  report,  which 
was  adopted  : 
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ANNUAL  SPRING  SESSION,    1 872. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the 
City  and  County  of  Albany,  held  at  the  City  Hall, 
in  the  City  of  Albany,  r^Iay  14,  1S72.  Members 
present: 

ALBANY. 

First  Ward,  Charles  \.  Dennison;  Second  Ward,  Peter 
Halpen;  Third  Ward,  Moses  WTiite:  Fourth  Ward,  Thomas 
H.  Craven;  Filth  Ward,  Francis  N.  Sill;  Sixth  Ward, 
Floratio  P.  Prime:  Seventh  Ward,  Marshall  Tebbutt; 
Eighth  Ward,  John  Daly ;  Ninth  Ward,  James  McMurray; 
Tenth  Ward,  Leopold  C.  G.  Kshinka:'  Eleventh  Ward, 
John  McHat'fie:  Twellth  Ward,  William  Hutchinson:  Thir- 
teenth Ward,  Edmund  J.  Lord;  Fourteenth  Ward,  Taco ) 
H.  TenEyck;  Fifteenth  Ward,  George  B.  Hoyt;  Sixteenth 
Ward,  Robert  S.  Dumont. 

ConoES. 

First  Ward,  Michael  Sherlock;  Second  Ward,  W.  Taylor 
Dodge;  Third  Ward,  James  McGuirk;  Fourth  Ward, 
William  Nclli^'an . 


Berne,  William  Zeh;  Bethlehem,  All^ertus  W.  Becker; 
Coeymans,  Cornelius  \'an  Derzee;  (iuilderland,  Hiram 
Griggs;  Knox,  Peter  Schoonmaker:  New  Scotland,  Robert 
Taylor:  Rensselaerville,  William  R.  Tanner;  Walervliet, 
Emmet  Flagler;  We^terlo,  ( irson  L.  Hannay. 

Mr.  Flagler  offered  the  following  ro-olution  : 

Risolvcd,  That  the  followin'»-named  persons  lie  .md  arc 
hereby  appointed  permanent  otiicers  of  the  Hoard  of  Super- 
visors of  Albany  County  tor  the  ensuing  year: 

President,  Hiram  GriiXgs;  t'lerk,  William  .Vndei-son: 
County  Physician,  James  F.  McKown;  Doorkeeper,  Rich.ird 
B.  Hagadorn. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  Mav  15,  1S72.  the 
Chairman  announced  tlie  standing  committees. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  December  7,  187^, 
the  Chairman  from  the  Conimilloe  on  I'^iuahza- 
tion  reported  as  follows  : 
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H.  Grio^gs,  Geo.  B.  Hovt,  Jno.  IMcHaffie,  W. 
T.  Dodge,  H.  A.  Prince,  A.  W.  Becker,  O.  L. 
Hannay,  Wm.  R,  Tanner,  L.  C.  G.  Kshinka, 
Peter  Halpin,  Commillce. 

Report  adopted.  -  <■-■  • 

The  City  Budget  was  also  presented  at  this 
meeting. 

Mr.  Schoonmaker,  Chairman  of  tlie  P'inancc 
Committee,  moved  that  '^200,000  of  the  war  dcl.)t 
of  the  Count}-  be  funded,  which  motion  was 
adopted. 

'  County  Budget. — A  motion  was  presented  order- 
ing that  the  sum  of  ^77 1,626. 31  be  levied  and 
assessed  on  the  taxal'le  property  of  the  County  of 
Albany,  to  be  ajjplied  for  various  purposes,  among 
which  were  the  following  : 

State  and  school  tax  $452,323  39 

Support  of  Alms  house   15,000  co 

Support  of  Patients  in  State  Lunatic  Asylum.  .     25,000  00 

Supervisors  and  olllcers   13,000  00 

Principal  due  on  County  bonds   174,000  00 

Au(iitcd  acc<junts   iio.cco  00 

Contingents   15,000  00 

Making  with  other  items  ,>97I,626  39 

Less  the  sum  of  $200,000  ordered  funded  by  the 
Board. 


The  ratio  of  taxation  for  State  and  Count\-  i)ur- 
poses  was  fixed  by  the  Board  at  Sr. 54.  The  ratio 
of  taxation  in  the  City  of  Albany,  City  of  Cohoes, 
and  the  se\eral  towns  was  fixei.1  as  follows  : 

City  of  Albany,  ?4.io:  City  of  Cohoes,  Si. 72;  ]?erne, 
$3.96;  P>cthleheni,  Si. 70;  Coeymr.ns,  Si. So:  Gilderland, 
S2.SS;  Knox,  S2.00;  Xew  Scotland,  Si. 64;  Renssclacrviile, 
S3. 00;  Westerlo,  S2.40;  Watcrvliet,  S2.24. 

The  great  looseness  in  the  form  of  accounts  for 
legal  services  which  had  been  presented  to  the 
Board,  and  also  in  the  manner  of  their  verification, 
led  to  the  following  by  ]Mr.  Kshinka  : 

Rc'solvt'd,  That  no  accounts  for  legal  services  rendered  in 
any  proceedings  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  or  Police 
Justice,  shall  be  audited  by  the  }5oard  of  Supervisors  of 
^Vlbany  County,  imless  certified  by  the  Justice  before  whom 
such  proceedings  shall  be  had  that  such  services  were  ac- 
tually necessary  and  rendered  at  his  request,  and  all  such 
accounts  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  statement  showing  the 
result  of  the  proceedings  in  each  case;  which  resolution  was 
adopted. 

The  salary  of  the  District  Attorney  was  fixed  and 
established  at  54,500  per  annum,  commencing  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1872. 

Mr.  Schoonmaker,  from  the  Finance  Committee, 
reported  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  levied  tipon  the  taxable  property 
of  Albany  the  sum  of  SS67,562.I5  for  the  following  pur- 
poses: 

City  Budget   $631,441  57 

Police  r^epartment   116,500  00 

Park  Commissioners     61,864  5^ 

City  charges   n>794  29 

Unpaid  Taxes  due  the  County   45,961  73 


Total   5867,562  15 

The  Board  adjourned  December  19. 

1S73 — .WNUAL  SPRING  SESSION. 

The  board  met  at  their  rooms  in  the  City  Hall, 
Tuesday,  May  13,  1873. 

Supervisors  present:  . 


First  Ward,  Charles  A.  Dennison;  Second  Ward,  John 
Lyons;  Third  Ward,  Moses  White;  Fourth  Ward,  James 
Macfarlane;  Fifth  Ward,  Alexander  If.  Wands:  Sixth 
Ward,  Horatio  P.  Prime;  Seventh  Ward,  Marshall  Tebl)utt; 
Eighth  \\'ard,  John  Daly;  Ninth  Ward,  James  Condon; 
Tenth  Ward.  Leopold  C.'G.  K-hinka:  I'lleventh  Ward,  John 
McHaftic;  Twelfth  Ward,  Wm.  F,.  Murphy;  Thirteenih 
Ward,  Ldmund  J.  Lord;  Fourteenth  Ward.  Jacob  I {.  Ten 
Eyck;  Fifteeiith  Ward,  Charles  L.  Pease;  Sixteenth  Ward, 
Warren  S.  Low. 

COHOES. 

First  Ward,  Silas  Owen ;  Second  Ward,  George  Y.. 
Simmons;  Third  Ward,  James  McGuirk;  Fourth  Ward,  Cor- 
nelius Vandercook. 

TOWNS. 

Eerne,  William  Zeh:  liethlehem,  .Mbertus  \V.  Be-cker; 
Coevmans,  Cornelius  Vaiiderzec;  Gulldorland,  Hiram 
C;riggs;  Knox,  Tunis  Slingerland;  New  Scotland,  Horace 
T.  ^l")evereux,  Watcrvliet,  Jesse  C.  D:iyton:  We-terlo, 
Orison  L.  Idannav.  Chairman,  Hiram  (.riggs:  Clerk, 
Michael  J.  Powers; 'County  Physician,  Ur.  J.  F.  .\LK  nvn. 

This  sc>sioii  of  the  Board  ..f  Supervis.^.rs  in  its 
organization  ami  appointments  resembled  the 
Assembly  in  many  respects. 
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Among  the  matters  of  resemblance,  two  pages 
were  on  motion  appointed,  and  their  appointment 
was  given  to  the  Chairman,  and  scats  were  drawn. 
Spectators  were  imprcsseil  with  the  dignity,  alMlity 
and  courtesy  which  characterized  the  proceedings 
of  tlie  Board.  It  was  indeed  in  all  respects  what 
the  Legislature  of  the  capital  county  of  the  State 
ought  to  be. 

After  the  usual  routine  of  business  the  Board 
adjourned. 

Special  Session. — August   20,   1873,  the  Board 
met  in  special  session.    On  the  26th  of  August  the 
^        Supervisors  met  the  State  Board  of  Assessors  at 
\^     Albany.    This  meeting  was  the  only  business  trans- 
acted at  this  session,  and  Uiat  was  ot  little  impor- 
tance. 

Fall  Session'. — The  Board  met  November  ir, 
1873;  all  the  members  present.  After  concluding 
their  business  as  canvassers  they  adjourned  till 
November  12,  and  proceeded  with  the  regular 
order  of  business,  presentation  of  petitions,  of 
accounts,  reports  ot  standing  committees  and  mis- 
cellaneous business. 

A  communication  was  read  from  N.  K.  Hojikins, 
Comptroller  of  the  Stale,  stating  that  the  Board  of 
Equalization  of  Taxes,  in  pursuance  of  chapter  312 
of  the  laws  of  1S59,  had  fixed  the  aggregate 
valuation  of  property  in  Albany  County  at  the 
sum  of  §49,631,006,  upon  which  a  State  tax 
of  $344,935.49  had  to  be  levied  for  the  then 
current  fiscal  year  beginning  October  i.  1S73, 
being  d-^^^-j^  mills  on  the  dollar,  for  the  following 
purposes  : 


Mills. 

For  schools  

For  general  purposes  \\ 

For  bounty  debt  2 

For  new  Capitol  i\ 

For  asylums  and  reformatories 
For  canal  floating  debt  under 

.chap.  171.  laws  1859   ^ 

For  new  work  on  canals  and 

extra  repairs   \ 

For  payment  of  awards  by 
Canal  Appraisers  and  Canal 
Commissioners,  pay  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  and 
deficiency  iu  sinking  fund... 
For  academics  and  union 
schools  


756 
765 
765 

765 
765 

765 
766 


708 
76s 


1S73 
1S73 
1873 
1S73 
1873 

1873 

1873 


•873 
1873 


The  following  interesting'-  report  shows  the 
amount  which  had  been  contributed  from  criminals 
by  way  of  fines  and  penalties  to  the  treasury  uf  the 
County  during  the  year  1S73  : 

From  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Court  of 

County  Scs-ions   5575  00 

Amount  due  Cwunty  Treasurer  last  report    55  00 

By  amount  paid  County  Treasurer   S630  00 

U 


Per  chap.     Laws  of 


From  Court  .'Special  Sessions   Si, 514  2S 

Amount  due  City  Chamberlain  last  report   ij^2  00 

$1,696  28 

By  amount  paid  City  Chamberlain   I1633  2S 

By  amount  duo    "  "    $63  00 


COINTV  TREASfREK  S  REPORT. 

The  County  Treasurer's  report  from  Januari'  i 
to  November  29.  1S73,  inclusive,  shows  that  the 
receipts  to  that  time  were  $1,211,922.53:  the  dis- 
bursements were  ¥1,211,922.53.  The  amount  on 
hand  as  per  report  was  $52,500. 

Printing  Accoi  nts. — Among  the  accounts  for 
printing  was  the  Times  printing  account,  which 
was  allowed  and  audited  at  $1,648.25.  The 
amount  paid  the  Argus  Company  for  printing  was 
allowed  at  $3,868.04. 

Henly  &  Co.  were  also  allowed  the  sum  of 
$1,690.36  for  printing:  the  Albany  A'w'rXvr^oc'XYT, 
$789.75:  Aiban\-  Evening  Pont,  -•5627.75;  Albany 
County  Diniiicrat,  $209.25:  Albany  Publishing 
Company,  $86 1.  75 :  William  Bean,  $320;  making 
a  sum  total  of  $9,955. 14. 

War  Loan  Bonds. — As  there  was  to  fall  due  on 
the  istof  March,  1S74,  the  sitm  of  $183,000  of  ^^'ar 
Loan  Bonds  of  the  County,  the  payment  of  which 
would  largely  increase  the  rate  of  taxation,  already 
excessively  large,  it  was  proposed  that  the  Finance 
Committee  borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  County, 
that  sum  and  issue  County  bonds  therefor,  with 
interest  payable  semi-annually,  and  the  princii)al 
in  three  annual  installments,  payable  March  i, 
1881,  1SS2  and  1883.  That  such  bonds  be  issued 
in  the  sums  of  $100,  §500  and  $i,coo  each. 

Coroners. —The  amount  of  Coroners'  and  Phv- 
sicians' fees  for  holding  post  7no)-ti'm  examinations 
from  December  31,  1868,  to  December  31,  1S73, 
inclusive,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $13,742.  As 
these  bills  were  yearly  in  the  increase,  many  of  the 
members  of  the  Board  pronounced  the  charges  ex- 
orbitant, and  therefore  proposed  to  make  the  office 
of  the  Coroner  of  Albany  County  a  salaried  ofifice. 
giving  the  Board  of  Supemsors  power  to  determine 
the  amount. 

The  assessment  roll  of  the  city  this  year  showed 
a  total  value  of  real  estate  to  be  $29,417,870;  per- 
sonal, ¥4, 970,457- t'^tal.  $34,388,327.50. 

The  assessment  roll  of  the  Ciiy  of  Cuhoes  for 
the  year  showed  a  total  valuation  of  real  estate  to 
be  $3,084,208;  personal.  $378,400:  total.  $3,462,- 
608. 

The  assessment  rt^lls  of  the  towns  in  the  County 
rjf  Albany  showed  a  total  valuation  of  real  estate  to 
be  $1 1,610,523;  personal  $1, 1  58,899.  I  7:  making 
a  grand  total  of  $12.  769.422. 17. 

Grand  totals  of  Albany.  Cohoes,  and  the  towns 
in  the  county,  $50,610,357.67. 

Ho.ME()i'.\T}Hc  Hospital. — The  sum  of  Si.cco 
was  ordered  tu  be  paid  by  the  County  Treasurer 
toward  the  Homeopathic  Hospital. 
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City  Budget. — The  amount  levied  upon  tlie  tax- 
able property  of  the  City  of  Albany  this  year  was 
$201,444. 1 1 ;  as  follows  : 

Police  Department  $i  16,500  00 

Park  Commissioners   35,43100 

City  charges   .  15,01300 

Unpaid  taxes  due  county   34,500  u 

Total  $201,444  n 

There  was  levied  on  the  taxable  property  of  the 
county,  this  year  the  sum  of  $955,162.49,  less 
$150,000,  ordered  funded  by  the  Board,  the  same 
to  be  applied  to  the  salaries  of  officers,  etc.  The 
largest  itern  in  the  making  of  this  account  is  the 
State  and  school  tax,  which  amounted  to  $344,- 
933-49- 

PiBLiSHiNG  THE  .\inrTs. — The  Sunday  Press, 
the  Cohocs  Xiics,  and  J'inu  s  and  Post,  were  desig- 
nated as  papers  to  print  the  county  audits. 

New  County  Buiudings. — On  December  10, 
1873,  Hon.  Amasa  |.  Barker  and  Hon.  Henry 
Smith  addressed  the  Board  concerning  the  erection 
of  a  new  county  building.  Among  other  things, 
Judge  Parker  recommended  that  the  lot  fronting 
on  Maiden  lane,  between  the  City  Hall  and  jail, 
be  obtained  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a 
suitable  county  building,  so  that  prisoners  could 
be  conducted  immediately  from  the  jail  to  the 
court-room  without  danger  of  escape,  and  with  no 
undue  exposure.    It  would  seem  that  the  con\e- 


nient  causewa\'  between  the  jiil  and  the  New  City 
Hall  was  the  result  of  Judge  Parker's  suggestion, 
referred  to  in  his  address. 

The  County  Treasurer's  report  for  the  year  1S73 
shows  that  his  receipts  amounted  to  $1,211,922.53; 
the  tlisbursenients  amounted  to  $1,  2  1 1,922.  53;  the 
balance  on  hand  was  ^52,500. 

Town  .Altmts. — The  town  audits  for  this  \  L'ar 
were  as  follow  s  : 

Berne  S3,(jiS  'i'l 

liethlehem   2,933  25 

Coeymans   Ii954  •'^9 

Guilderland   2,0246s 

Knox   762  1 1 

New  Scotland   1,05051 

Rcnsselaerviile   4,368  22 

Westerlo   1,423  qi 

Watervliet  46,875  S5 

Election  accounts  and  tow  n  elections  : 
Cohoes  City,  election  accounts  arising  in  the  sev- 
eral wards  at  the  general  election  of  1S73.  . .  S6SS.S9 
jMbany  City  362,007.51 

1874— SPRING  SESSION. 

The  Annual  Spring  Session  of  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors for  this  year  commenced  on  Tuesday, 
I\Iay  12.    Supervisors  present  : 

Urst  Ward,  Augustus  Whitman:  Second  Ward,  Peter 
Lasch;  Third  Ward,  John  H.  I'inn;  Fourth  Ward,  James 
Macfarlane;  Fifth  \\'ard,  James  .\llan50n;  .Sixth  \Vard. 
Horatio  P.  Prime;  Seventh  Ward,  W  rthington  F'oland: 
Eighth  Ward,  John  L'aly;  Xinth  Ward,  John  Kirkpatrick : 
Tenth  Ward,  George  Messer;  Eleventh  Ward.  Edward 
Kays:  Twelfth  Ward,  John  H.  Grogan;  Thirteenth  Ward, 
Charles  H.  Smith:  Fourteenth  NVard,  Jacob  H.  Ten  Eyck; 
Fifteenth  Ward,  Charles  L.  Pease  ;  Sixteenth  Ward,  VVar- 
ren  S.  Low,  Jr. 

COHOES. 

F  irst  Ward,  Thomas  O'Dea;  Second  Ward.  George  E. 
Simmons;  Third  Ward,  James  Quirk;  Fourth  Ward,  Mau- 
rice Fitzgerald. 

TOWNS. 

Berne,  George  FI.  Reinhart;  Bethlehem,  .\lbertu5  W. 
Becker;  Coeymans,  Nelson  Schermerhorn;  Knox,  Fliram 
Gage;  Guilderland,  Fliram  Grigg?;  New  Scotland.  Henry 
H.  Meed;  Rensselacrville,  Florace  T.  r)evereux;  Westerlo, 
Daniel  ^^  Wooster;  Watervliet.  Jesse  C.  Dayton. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  ; 

President,  Jesse  C.  Dayton  ;  Clerk,  Michael  J.  Powers  ; 
County  Physician,  Dr.  D.  V.  O'Lcary;  Doorkeeper,  James 
McCormick. 

At  a  meeting  held  ^fay  14  the  President  an- 
nounceu  the  Standing  Committees. 

The  Albany  Argus  and  E.\pn;ss  were  appointed 
to  be  the  county  papers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Dk.vwing  of  Jurors. — It  was 

Resolved,  Tliat  a  wheel-box,  similar  to  those  usually  used 
in  drafts  for  military  purposes,  be  procured,  to  be  used  by 
the  County  Clerk,  Judge  and  Sheriff  in  the  dr.iwing  nt 
Grand  and  Petit  Jurors:  that  these  oftlcers  superintend  such 
drawing  ;  that  any  member  of  this  Board  may  at  any  lime 
visit  said  box  and  see  tiiat  all  tlie  names  are  pi. iced  therein. 

P\vi.L  Session. — The  Board  convened  on  No- 
vember 10.  1874,  all  the  members  being  present. 
After  discharging  their  duties  as  (.'ounty  Canvassers 
the  Board  adj>  mrned. 

The  County  Buildings. — The  C(^mmiitee  to 
whom  the  subject  <jf  erecting  County  Buildings  was 
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committed  submitted  a  very  able  and  elaborate  re- 
port. They  reported  a  building  providing  accom- 
modation tor  all  the  County  oHicers  "of  the  Tenth 
regiment,  a  County  Court-room  much  larger  than 
tlie  present  one,  and  a  smaller  Court-room  which 
might  be  used  when,  as  frequently  occurs,  several 
Courts  are  in  session  at  the  same  time.  If  the 
building  was  entirely  fireproof  it  would  cost 
$164,000;  if  only  Inisement  and  first  floor  fireproof, 
§1 24,000. 

To  this  the  cost  of  property  to  be  purchased  of 
private  parties  had  to  be  added.  The  site  was 
between  the  City  Hal!  and  the  County  Jail,  running 
through  from  Tine  street  to  iMaiden  lane,  and  was 
owned  in  part  by  the  City  of  Albany,  the  County 
of  Albany  and  private  parties. 

Assessed  Value  of  Proi'ertv.  —  The  assessed 
value  of  real  estate  in  this  county  for  the  year  1S69 
was  $35,345,497-  The  State  Board  of  Equaliza- 
tion placed  the  equalized  valuation  at  $40,000,000, 
being  $4,654,503  above  the  assessed  value. 

The  assessed  value  of  real  estate  for  the  year 


1873  was  $44,188,851 

While  the  equali/.cd  was  placed  at   43, 161,203 


Being  less  than  the  assessed   S  1,027,648 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  in  1S70  the  county  was 

equalized  above  assessed   54,654,503 

While  in  1S73  the  e  ualized  was  less  than   1,027,648 


Making  a  sum  of  55,682,151 


The  Chairman  presented  a  communication, 
showing  the  number  of  days  which  had  been  oc- 
cupied by  the  different  Courts  in  the  city  during 
the  year  : 

Special  Term,  16  days  ;  General  Term,  51  ;  Circuit  and 
Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  102;  County  Court  and  Court 
of  Sessions,  95  ;  Special  Session  Supreme  Court,  54  — mak- 
ing in  all  318  days. 

City  Bi'doet — Amounted  this  year  to  the  sum  of 
$732,230.83. 

The  amount  of  uncollected  personal  tax  was 
$t8, 717.14. 

Unlicensed  Physicians. — The  following  was 
adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  this  Board  will  not  allow  any 
physician's  claim  unless  he  be  a  member  of  a  county  medical 
society,  or  has  received  a  license  to  practice  his  profession 
from  some  medical  college  or  hoard  of  censors. 

The  annual  account  ofN.  D.  Wendell,  Treasurer 
of  the  County,  shows  receipts  from  all  sources 
amounted  this  year  to  51,250.840.19.  Disburse- 
ments were  $1,250,840. 19.  The  balance  on  hand 
.was  $57,000.00. 

Albany  Police  Force. — The  sum  of  $114,000 
w^as  designated  as  the  sum  required  to  tlefrav  the 
expenses  of  the  Police  force  of  the  City  of  Albany 
for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1875,  pursuant 
to  the  provision  of  Sec.  37,  Chap.  77  of  the  Laws 
of  1870. 

The  Special  Ccinunittce  appointed  to  make  the 
apportionment  of  (irand  Jurors  for  the  different 
cities  and  towns  reported  as  follows  : 

\ 


ALBANY  CITY. 

I'irst  Ward,  S;  Second  Ward,  10;  Third  Ward,  10;  Fourth 
Ward,  14;  Fifth  Ward,  10:  Si\th  Ward,  II ;  Seventh  W.ini, 
'  7;  i:ii;hth  Ward,  13;  Ninth  Ward,  9:  Tenth  Ward,  11 ; 
'  Kleventh  Ward,  13;  Twelfth  Ward,  lo;  Thirteentli  Ward, 
I  II;  Fourteenth  Ward,  11  ;  Filteenth  Ward,  lo;  Sixteenth 
i   Ward,  II. 

lOWN-S. 

Bethlehem,  11;  New  Scotland  8:  Cuilderland,  10;  Coey- 
mans,  9;  Berne,  6;  Rensselaer,  7;  Westerlo,  6;  Knox,  5. 

COIIOF.b  CITY. 

First  \^'ard,  9;  Second  Ward,  8;  Third  Ward,  9;  Fourth 
Ward,  5;  Green  Island,  5;  West  Troy,  21;  Watervliet,  12. 

ASSI'.SSMENT  ROLLS. 

Cily  of  AJ/'duy,  lor  1875. 


Value  of  real  property  530,386,889  00 

"      personal  property   4,284,050  00 

Total   $34,670,939  CO 

Cilv  of  Cohoes. 

Value  of  real  property    53,182,069  00 

"       personal  property   425,909  co 

Total   53,607,968  00 

Toiijiis. 

Value  of  real  property  511,734,174  60 

"      personal  property   1,128,038  60 

Total  512,862.212  20 


Grand  total  of  real  and  personal  property.551, 140, 1 10  20 
ALBANV  COUNTY  WAR  L(DAN  BONDS. 

A  Tabular  Stc.tejtient  of  Principal  and  Interest  coming  due 
yearly  from  iSj §  to  188 b.  inclusive.  Principal  pay- 
able March  I.  Interest  payable  semi-annually  on  I  he 
first  days  of  Alar  eh  and  September. 


1875-* 

1  1876. 

Principal. 

Interest. 

Principal. 

Interest. 

$174,900  CO 
71,600  00 

571,600  00 

- 

5126,000  00 
70,000  00 

$70,000  00 



$246,500  00 

5196,000  00 

'877- 

18 

-8. 

I'rincipal. 

Interest. 

Principal. 

Interest. 

$150,000  CO 
61,200  00 

561,200  00 

$250,000  00 
50,700  00 

$50,700  00 

5211,200  00 

$300,700  00 



1879. 

18S0. 

I'rincipal. 

Interest. 

Principal. 

Interest. 

$87,000  00 

33,000  CO 

$33,000  00 

587,000  00 
27,000  CO 

$27,000  00 

5i20,coo  00 

S!  14,000  00 

- 

*  Leaving  $i,ooo,oc»  ouutanding  after  those  due  in 

1875  are  paid. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


I88I. 

1882. 

Prinripal.  Interest. 

Principal. 

Interest. 

§50,000  00 
21,000  00 

$21,000  00 

?50.ooo  00 
17,500  00 

$17,500  00 

$71,000  00 

$67,500  00 

1883. 

18S4. 

Principal. 

Interest. 

Principal. 

Interest. 

550,000  00 
14,000  00 

$14,000  00 

 ,  . 

s5o,ooG  00 
10.500  CO 

S 10. 500  CO 

$64,000  00 

560,500  00 



1885. 

1886. 

Principal. 

« 

Interest. 

Principal. 

Interest. 

$50,000  00 
7,000  00 

$7,000  00 

$50,000  00 
3,500  00 

53,500  00 

$57,000  00 

553,500  00 

1875.  .\NNU.\L  SPRING  SESSION. 

The  Board  met  at  their  rooms  in  the  City  Hall, 
Tuesday,  ]\[ayii,  1875.    Supervisors  present: 


First  Ward.  Charles  Kirchner;  Second  Ward,  Peter 
Lasch;  Third  Wari.l,  Samuel  J.  Mcc:  Fourth  Ward,  Tames 
Macfarlanc;  Fifth  Ward.  Peter  Kcnnear:  Si\lh  Ward,'K.  C. 
Koonze;  Seventh  Ward,  11.  R.  Haskins;  Eis;hth  Ward, 
William  Dwyer;  Ninth  Ward,  John  Kirkpatrick;  Tentli 
Ward,  James  Rooney;  Eleventh  Ward,  Edward  Kays; 
Twelfth  Ward,  WiUiani  J.  Carroll,  Charles  Gaus:  Thirteenih 
Ward,  Charles  H.  Gaus;  Fourteenth  Ward,  William  H. 
Haskell';  Fifteenth  Ward,  Charles  L.  Pease:  Sixteenth 
Ward,  Warren  S.  Low,  Jr. 


First  Ward,  Thomas  O'Dea:  Second  Ward.  Frank  Brown, 
Jr.;  Third  Ward,  Thomas  B.  Golden;  Fourth  Ward,  Solomon 
Dotter. 

TOWNS. 

Berne,  Georjie  H.  Reinhart:  Bethlehem,  John  Wemple; 
Coeymans,  Nelson  Schemerhorn;  Kno.x,  James Chesebro; 
Guiiderland,  Hiram  Griggs:  New  Scotland,  Tunis  Slin'Tcr- 
laud;  Rensselaerville,  Horace  T.  Devereux;  Westel-lo, 
Daniel  M.  Wooster;  Watervliet,  Jesse  C.  Dayton. 

OFFICERS. 

President,  Henry  R.  Haskins;  Clerk,  M.  J.  Powers; 
County  Phy  ^ician.  Dr.  D.  \.  O  Leary;  Doorkeeper,  John 
McGrath,  Jr. 

After  drawino:  scats  and  the  appointment  of  pages 
the  Bi,,ard  adjourned  unti!  the  next  day,  when  The 
President  named  tlie  .'^landing  Committees. 

Jail  .\t  Wi-.m  Trov.— After  the  announcement 
of  the  Standing  Committees  Dr.  Buffington  was  ap- 
pointed Physician  at  West  Truv. 


The  several  justices  t)f  the  peace  of  the  county 
were  on  motion  ilirected  to  torward  to  the  i^oard, 
by  the  r5th  of  November,  their  next  report  f>f  the 
names  of  all  persons  sentenced  to  confinement  in 
the  Albany  jail  since  January  i,  i^jj- 

ExTR.\  Sf.ssion. — An  extra  session  of  the  Board 
convened  August  3,  1875.  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering the  census  claims.  All  the  members  were 
present.  After  full  consideration  and  settlement 
of  this  matter  the  Board  adjourned  until  the  fall 
session. 

Fall  Session. — This  session  convened  Tuesday, 
November   9,    1S75,  ^^e    members  present 

except  President  Haskins,  whereupon  Hiram  Griggs 
was  elected  president  pro  tern. 

CiTV  BiDGET. — On  November  30  the  citv 
budget  was  received  from  ^Martin  Delehanty,  Clerk, 
of  the  Common  Council,  which  amounted  m  gro.ss 
to  5599,05046.  Under  a  recent  act  the  adoption 
of  the  report  u[  the  budgets  required  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  members.  As  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  voted  in  favor  of  the  budget,  it 
was  adopted. 

County  Treasurer's  Report. — On  Deceinber 
2  the  County  Treasurer  submitted  the  annual 
report,  showing  that  the  money  received  by  him 
during  the  year  from  all  sources  amounted  to 
$1,146,128.92;  disbursements,  $1,146,128.92. 
This  report  was  submitted  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. 

Sealer  of  \\'eights  and  ^Ieasures. — On  a  formal 
ballot  J.  D.  Burner  was  elected  sealer  of  weights 
and  measures  for  the  then  ensuing  year. 

Juvenile  Delinquents. — By  the  laws  of  1S74, 
page  570,  section  29,  boards  of  supervisors,  as  we 
have  seen,  in  the  several  counties,  are  empowered 
to  determine  the  compensation  of  officers  conduct- 
ing juvenile  delinquents  to  the  House  of  Refu.?e, 
and  of  lunatics  to  the  lAinatic  Asylum.  A  resolu- 
tion was  therefore  presented  to  the  Board  fixing  the 
compensation  fees  for  such  ser^-ices  as  follows: 

For  conveying  one  jnisoner  S20  00 

Two  prisoners  on  one  day   35  00 

CouNiT  Budget. — On  December  7.  1S75,  the 
county  budget  was  presented  and  adopted,  which 
amounted  in  gross  to  5739,667.40:  this  sum  was 
less  amount  funded  $100,000.  The  following 
was  adopted: 

Resolved^  That  there  levied  upon  the  taxable  property 
of  the  city  of  Albany  the  sum  of  5839,367.40,  less  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  ordered  funded  by  the  Bourd,  and 
that  the  same  be  applied  according  to  the  amounts  named  in 
the  said  budget. 

Physicians  and  Coroners  Again. — The  difficulty 
antl  embarrassment  connected  with  the  fees  of  phy- 
sicians and  coroners  continued,  notwithstanding 
strenuous  efforts  to  adjust  the  difficulties,  until  De- 
cember 23.  1875,  when  the  Board  went  into  Com- 
mittee *;f  the  \Vhole,  ^Fr.  Haskell  in  the  chair,  on 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved.  That  all  physicians  of  this  county  shall  receive 
for  their  services,  when  attending  post  w/or/t-w  examinations 
by  order  of  a  coroner,  the  following  tees  : 
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For  viewing  the  body  and  external  examinations,  and  a 
certificate  given  to  show  cause  of  death,  three  dollars. 

For  viewinij;  a  body  as  to  external  appearances,  wiih  de- 
scription of  bruises,  cats,  etc.,  five  dollars. 

Fast  mortfui  examination  of  thoracic  cavity  and  dissection 
of  heart  and  lungs,  seven  dollars. 

Fost  inorie)?i  examination  of  thoracic  and  abdominal  cavi- 
ties, with  dissection  of  their  respective  organs,  tei\  dollars. 

Post  mortem  examination  of  thoracic  and  abdominal 
organs  and  dissection  oi  brain,  fifteen  dollars. 

F.xamination  as  to  sanity,  five  dollars. 

Examination  microscopically  of  the  muscular  tissues,  as  in 
trichinosis,  by  order  of  the  lioard  of  Health,  twenty-five 
dollars. 

The  title  was  hxed,  "  Regulating  the  fees  of  physicians  of 
Albany  County."  This  resolution  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  January  6,  1876,  the  Board  went  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  no  coroner  of  the  county  shall  hereafter 
order  a  post  mortem  examination  of  any  case  unless  there  is 
a  suspicion  that  death  has  been  caused  by  foul  play  or  other 
mysterious  cause,  nor  until  he  shall  have  consulted  with  the 
District  Attorney  of  the  county  or  his  deputy,  and  received 
the  opinion  of  those  officers  as  to  the  propriety  of  such  ex- 
amination. 

No  claim  for  post  mjorlem  examination  shall  be  hereafter 
audited  unless  bearing  the  affidavit  of  the  coroner  that  the 
services  therein  charged  were  in  fact  rendered,  and  the 
certificate  of  the  County  Physician  and  District  Attorney  or 
his  deputy  that  such  examination  was,  in  their  opinion, 
necessary.  Jlereafter  the  coroner  shall  be  allowed  no  fee 
for  mik\.  ;e  while  attending  an  inquest  within  the  limits  of 
the  city  in  which  the  coroner  resides. 

The  title  was  Hxed,  "An  act  providing  for  the  manner  of 
holding examinations,"  and  v/as  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Annual  vSpring  Session  of  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors was  held  at  the  City  Hall,  in  the  City  of 
Albany,  IVIay  9,  1876. 

The  following  members  present: 

.ALBANY  CITY. 

First  Ward,  Augustus  Whitman;  Second  Ward,  fohn 
Lyons;  Third  Ward,  Robert  J.  McCormick;  Fourth  Ward, 
Edward  A.  Maher;  Fifth  Ward,  Wm.  J.  Flynn;  Sixth  Ward, 
E.  C.  Koonz:  Seventh  Ward,  James  Young;  Eighth  Ward, 
Wm,  Dwyer;  Ninth  Ward,  John  Kirkpatrick ;  Tenth  Ward, 
Thomas  Hyde;  Eleventh  Ward,  Edward  Keavs;  Twelfth 
Ward,  William  A.  Carroll;  Thirteenth  Ward,  Charles  H. 
Gaus;  Fourteenth  Ward,  Wm.  H.  Haskell:  Fifteenth  Ward, 
Patrick  H.  Daly;  Sixteenth  Ward,  D.  J.  Norton. 


First  Ward,  Thomas  .Murphy;  Second  Ward,  Frank 
Brown,  Jr. ;  Third  Ward,  Thomas  B.  Golden ;  Fourth  Ward, 
Joseph  Stewart;  Fitth  Ward,  George  E.  Simmons. 

Tc.>WNS. 

Berne,  T.  J.  Wood;  Bethlehem,  John  Womple;  C(jey- 
mans,  James  N.  Powell;  Guildurland,  lliram  (iriggs;  Knox, 
James  M.  Cheseboro;  New  Scotland,   D.  J.  Kaynsford; 
Rensselaerville,  Albert  T.  Moore;  Westerlo,  1).  M.  Woosler; 
.Watervliet,  J.  C.  Dayton. 

The  calling  of  the  roll  of  members  proceeded 
until  Wm.  Dwyer,  of  the  Eightli  Ward,  was  called, 
when  Mr.  Wm.  Rahill  presented  a  protest  ag-ainst 
calling  the  name  of  any  person  from  the  Eighth 
Ward,  as  Supervisor,  except  his  own,  and  sub- 
mitted a  certificate  of  that  office  from  the  Common 
Council  of  the  City,  and  also  the  certificate  of  the 
County  Clerk  that  he  had  duly  qualified  as  required 
by  law. 


The  Board  adjourned  till  afternoon,  when  a 
somewhat  bitter  contest  ensued  over  the  matter.  .V 
motion  to  adjourn  was  lost:  hut  after  more  argu- 
ment an  adjournment  until  e\ening  was  agreed  to. 

At  five  o'clock,  there  being  no  (juorum,  the  Board 
adjourned. 

In  formal  session,  November  20,  1876,  the  Boaril 
convened:  the  Board  was  present  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Messrs.  Brown  and  Moore. 

The  Board  assembled  to  take  action  in  regard  to 
the  death  of  Michael  J.  Powers,  late  Clerk  of  the 
Itoard. 

Appropriate  resolutions  expressive  of  esteem  we  re 
presented  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  .Mr. 
Wm.  J.  Flynn,  which  were  adopted. 

At  a  meeting  held  November  2r,  1876,  the 
Board  proceeded  to  ballot  for  officers,  which  re- 
sulted as  follows: 

President,  Wm.  H.  Haskell. 

Clerk,  Daniel  Fitzpatrick. 

Journal  Clerk,  John  !Marcellus. 

Doorkeeper,  George  Carroll. 

County  Physician,  John  M.  Bigelow. 

The  President  announced  as  pages  Charles  Sands 
and  John  .\rthur. 

At  the  afternoon  session  the  President  announced 
the  list  of  Standing  Committees. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  December  4,  1S76, 
THE  AxNu.vL  Report  of  the  Coi'nty  Tre.\si;rf.k, 
showing  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  office 
for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1876  : 

Balance  on  hand  at  last  report   ,SI,700  03 

Total  receipts   $1,081,008  16 

DiSBURSKMENTS  : 

State  general  tax   5327,817  40 

Rejected  taxes   784  33 

5328,601  73 

City  of  Albany. 

School  fund   ■^45,864  00 

--\lms  house   20,000  00 

I)istrict  .Attorney's  office.  .  .  2,i;oo  00 

Water  rents,  1875   'i.Si9  55 

579o''53  55 

Lity  of  Co/toes. 

School  funds   ^9.723  4.^ 

County  Toutis. 

School  funds   $27,038  87 

Audited  accounts  :   140,807  65 

Asylum  accounts   51,627  99 

Court  expenses   41,969  92 

Salary  account   351761  97 

Balance   44,646  26 

Other  Items  not  here  included  which  make 

up  a  total   5i,oSi,ooS  16 

Estimate  of  disbursements  for  Decemher. .  .  .  50,000  00 

The  Chairman  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Kesohed,  That  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  County 
be  ami  are  hereby  rei|uested  to  cause  to  be  raised,  assesscil 
and  collected  by  tax  upon  the  taxable  propertv  in  the  City 
of  .Albany,  in  the  manner  provided  by  law,  the  following 
sum:  $609,409.25. 
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Then  follows  a  tiiblc  sctling  forth  the  diiTcrcnt 
uses  for  which  the  sum  is  to  be  expendcii. 

The  Mayor,  Hon.  A.  Bleccker  JJanks,  presented 
the  followiiiL;  amendment,  which  was  accepted  : 
I  approve  all  the  items  in  the  foregoing,  except  the  follow- 


ing, to  which  I  iiliject  : 

Homeopathic  hospital    S2,0OO 

Albany  hospital  and  dispensary   3, coo 

St.  Peter's  hospital  and  dispensary   3,ooo 


S8,ooo 

Leaving  the  sum  to  be  raised  by  tax  at 
$601,409.25. 

The  sum  of  .51,000  was  apportioned  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Bridges  for  the  ditl'erent 
towns  in  the  county. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  Friday,  December  8, 
the  Committee  on  Finance  reported  favorably  on 
the  adoption  of  the  following  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Finance  Committee  be  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  borrow  on  the  credit  of  the  county  the 
sum  of  Sioo.coo,  to  pay  a  portion  of  the  bonds  maturing 
during  the  year  1877,  and  to  issue  therefor  county  bonds 
with  interest  at  six  per  cent.,  payable  semi-annually,  and 
the  principal  payable  March  I,  1SS9  and  1890,  S50,ogo 
each;  and  that  each  bond  l)e  signed  by  the  t.'haimian  of  this 
Board  and  the  County  Treasurer;  and  that  such  bonds  be 
issued  in  the  sum  of  5 1,000  each;  and  that  the  bonds  be  sold 
at  public  auction  on  the  15th  of  February,  1S77,  the  sale  to  be 
adv■erti^ed  for  two  weeks  in  the  oflicial  county  papers:  and 
that  the  Finance  Conmiittee  receive  proposals  for  engrav- 
ing and  printing  such  bonds,  and  let  the  same  to  the  lowest 
responsible  bidder;  and  that  the  Finance  Committee  pay  to 
the  County  Treasurer  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  said 
bonds. 

The  F"inance  Committee  were  also  directed  to 
apply  to  the  next  Legislature  for  a  law  authorizing 
this  County  to  issue  bonds  to  the  amount  of  §100,- 
000,  to  replace  in  part  the  amount  coming  due 
March  i,  1877. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  re.al  and 
PERSONAL  properly  uf  Albany  County  as  assessed  in 


1876: 

City   of  A  Ibany. 

Total  real  estate  $31,759,294  00 

Total  personal   3,857,850  00 

Grand  total  $35,617,144  co 

City   of  Cohoes. 

Total   $3,273,913  00 

Total  personal   420,20000 

Grand  total   $3,694,11300 

Tcnuns. 

Total  real  estate  $12,006,691  00 

Total  personal   1,022,10068 

Grand  total   13,028,791  68 

The  grand  total  of  Albany,  Cohoes  and  towns  : 

Real  estate  $47,039,898  co 

Personal  .♦.   5,300,15068 

Grand  total  *52, 340,048  68 


Report  on  eql  alizeij  vali'ation  of  real  estate 
per  acre  in  the  towns  of  the  County  are  as  follows; 

r.erne,  S17.45:  Bethlehem,  S65.20;  Coeymans,  S40: 
Guilderland,  $28  35;  Knox.  S16;  New  Scotland,  $30.50; 
Rensselaerville,    $18.25;     NVesterlo,    $19.77;  Walerviiet, 


j  It  was  also  adopted  that  the  rates  of  taxation  be 
j  fixed  as  follows: 

I  City  of  .Albany,  for  that  portion  added  to  the  city  in  1870, 
$2.  iS;  portion  west  of  Allen  street,  52.38;  remainder  of  the 
city,  53. 3S. 

On  each  $ico  of  the  assessed  valuation  f  /r  city 
and  county  purposes: 

For  the  town  of  Berne.  $2.74:  for  the  town  of  Bethlehem. 
Si. 53;  tor  the  town  of  Guilderland,  Si. 60:  for  the  town  of 
Knox,  S[.o6;  for  the  to\\  11  of  Rensielaerville,  Sl.oO;  for  the 
town  of  Westerlo,  S2.04:  for  the  town  of  Coeymans,  Si  50; 
for  the  town  of  Cohoes,  Si. 36;  for  the  town  of  W'atervliet, 
$2. 08;  for  the  town  of  New  Scotland,  Si. 36. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  December  13,  the 
balloting  for  papers  to  publish  the  audits  at  $60 
per  paper.  The  following  were  the  papers 
\  designated:  Argus,  Cohoes  Daily  Xtivs,  Evening 
j  Journal,  Rcnssulaerville  Press,  Cohoes  Denuicrat, 
I  Evening  JYn/es,  Morning  Express  and  Albanv 
\  Herahi. 

The  death  of  Warren  S.  Low,  a  former  member 
of  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  was  announced  by 

I  Air.  Norton,  who  offered  a  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions, which  were  copied  and  transmitted  to  the 
fimily  of  the  deceased. 

{      The  proceedings  of  the  annual  spring  session  of 

I  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  Citv  and  County  of 

i  Albany,  held  May  8,  1877. 

I      Members  of  new  Board: 

i 

I  ALBANY  CITV. 

First  Ward,  Jacob  Steigleman:  Second  Ward,  Thomas 
Powers:  Third  Ward,  Edward  H.  Long;  Fourth  Ward,' 
Edward  A.  JIaher;  Fifth  Ward,  Wm.  J.  Flynn:  Sixth  Ward, 
i  Tames  A.  Shattuck:  Seventh  Ward.  James  Voun^;  Eighth 
I  Ward,  Michael  J.  McDonald;  Ninth  Ward,  .Mathew  J. 
Tierran;  Tenth  Ward,  John  Hedrick;  Eleventh  Ward, 
Isaac  N.  Lansing;  Twelfth  Ward,  William  H.  McCall; 
Thirteenth  Ward,  Charles  H.  Smith:  Fourteenth  Ward, 
Charles  R.  Knowles;  Fifteenth  Ward,  Patrick  II.  Daly; 
Sixteenth  Ward,  Wm.  H.  Murray. 

COHOES. 

First  Ward,  Thomas  Murphy ;  Second  Ward,  Frank  C. 
Reavy;  Third  Ward,  Frank  Tessier;  Fourth  Ward,  John  P. 
Weber;  Fifth  Ward,  George  E.  Simmons. 

TOWNS. 

Berne,  Frederick  W.  Conger;  Bethlehem,  W.  C.  Ilotal- 
!    ing;  Coeymans,  J.  H.  Powell;  Guilderland,  J.  C.  Grant: 
j    Knox,  J.  M.  Chesebro;  New  Scotland,  D.  V.  S.  Raynesford: 
j   Rensselaerville,   Albert  T.  Moore;   Watervliet,  Jesse  C. 
Dayton;  Westerlo.  D.  M.  Wooster.    President,  J.  C.  Day- 
ton; Clerk,  Thomas  II.  Craven:  County  Physician,  William 
Geoghegan,  Jr.;  Journal  Clerk.  Wm.  E.  Murphy;  Sealer  of 
Weights  and  .Measures,  Philip  .Madden;  Doorkeeper,  James 
Nolan. 

The  Board  adjourned  till  Alay  8. 

The  Supervisors  convened  at  2.50  o'clock  on 
Wednesday,  May  8;  the  minutes  of  the  former 
meeting  read  and  approved,  after  which  the  Presi- 
i  dent  made  the  announcement  of  standing  com- 
mittees for  the  ensuing  year. 

Air.  Daly  offeretl  the  following,  which  was 
adopted: 

U'/urt:as,  .\t  a  meeting  ot  the  Board  of  Supervisors  held 
'  I)ecenil)€r  8,  1S74,  a  resolution  was  adopted  authorizing 
,  the  governors  of  the  Albany  Hospital  to  execute  a  mort- 
!  g^iJe-  on  the  ho>pital  lot  and  buildings  in  tliis  city  to  the  ex- 
I   tent  of  S30,ooo; 


/ 


,  ,     ,      .       .   ....      ,,,  „  . .. ^  ,    _  -  , 

I.  '  i  ^                                                                        -■Kr.:^  ijrnlCrjl. 

->>     ■r''.'.:''  ■       .   ifjcT 

  ,  ,   ■vc  U:--! 


,  ,  -  .L,'?-,i;.; 

■.li  :  l,r.->- 

f'^;  >j:p:  ,1.-:::  .i   h-rnr-V]  i:.^^-T 


" \^  '  ;V\  '  i.:;,-'^.^-,^,!   =,us-;:>  ■ 

L^:  :    ■  ,  '  .    ,.  ~:s3ijis^" 

A-::.:!;  i-:i>i-  ,        "'v. '   .-  i/.n :r-"v 


7/  ■  ■  ■ ,  


Ill 


Whcrtas^  The  said  hospital  is  in  an  embarrassed  condi- 
tion, judgments  are  recorded  at;ainst  the  hojpital,  and  the  I 
property  is  advertised  to  be  sold  at  sheriff's  sale;  therefore,  j 

Resolved,  That  a  coniniittce  of  three  members  be  ap-  I 

pointed,  tOi^ethcr  with  the  District  Attorney,  to  look  after  j 

the  interc-t  of  llie  Comity.  ■ 

Messrs.  Flynn,  Daly  and  Knowles  were  appointed  such 

committee.  ! 

I 

BALLOTING  FOR  THE  ELECTION  OF  COl"NTV  I'APEKS. 

The  Argus  anJ  Times  were  chosen  as  County 
papers. 

Board  adjourned. 

Fall  Session. — Xuveniber  1 3,  it>77,  tlie  Board 
convenetl.  All  members  present.  On  motion  of 
Mr.  Maher  the  Board  atljournetl  as  a  Board  of 
Supervisors,  and  agreed  to  meet  as  a  Btiard  of 
Canvassers  November  14. 

TROUBLE  WITH  NEWSPAPER  PUBLISHERS. 

By  the  provisions  of  chapter  215  of  the  laws  of 
1870,  it  was  made  the  duty  of  each  supervisor  in 
the  State,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  boards,  to  | 
appoint  printers  for  publishing  the  laws  of  their  j 
respective  counties.    The  act  provides  that  the  act  j 
shall  be  made  as  follows  : 

Each  member  of  the  Board  shall  desic;nate  by  ballot  one 
newspaper  printed  in  the  county  to  publi.-h  the  laws,  and  the 
paper  having  the  highest  numVjer  of  votes,  and  the  paper 
having  the  next  hi;j;hest  number  of  votes,  shall  be  the  papers 
designated  for  printing  the  laws;  provided  such  papere  be  of 
the  opposite  politics  and  fairly  represent  the  two  political 
parties  into  which  the  people  of  the  county  are  divided;  and 
if  said  papers  so  balloted  for  and  chosen  are  not  of  oppo- 
site politics,  and  do  not  fairly  represent  the  two  principal 
political  parties  into  which  the  people  of  the  county  are 
divided,  such  balloting  and  such  choice  shall  be  of  no  effect, 
and  the  balloting  shall  continue  until  two  papers,  if  there  be 
such  in  the  county,  are  chosen  that  meet  the  requirements  | 
above  set  forth.  1 

It  was  claimed  that  the  Board  and  each  member 
thereof  entirely  neglected  the  said  law  and  its  in- 
structions, whereupon  a  mandamus  was  served 
upon  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  to  compel  obedi- 
ence to  the  said  law  in  the  case  of  The  People  ex 
rel.  Jacob  C.  Culyer  vs.  The  Board  of  Supervisors 
of  Albany  County,  Peckliam  and  Tremain,  attor- 
neys for  relator.  | 

After  the  reatling  of  the  mandamus  Air.  Flvnn  i 
said  it  was  ([uite  clear  that  the  Board  m.ust  i)ro- 
ceed  to  a  designation  of  papers,  and  he  presumed 
the  matter  would  be  satisfactorily  disposed  of  at 
their  next  meeting. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  B.jard,  held  November  20, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Shattuck,  the  Board  proceeded  to  ! 
ballot  for  county  papers,  which  ballot  resulted  in  I 
the  election  of  the  Argits  and  Express  as  countv  I 
papers  for  the  ensuing  year,  thus  ending  all  further  : 
difficulty  in  the  matter.  i 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  December  4,  the 
Chairman  presented  the 

TREASURKR's  KKPORT  of  RECKU'TS. 

Balance  on  hand  at  la.-.i  report   $44,646  26 

Total  amount  of  receipts  $1,071,54725 

Disbursements  $1,071,547  25 

Balance  on  hand   $78,79649  j 


December  6,  1S77,  the  Chairman  presented  the 
following  communication  from  the  citizens  of 
Albany  : 

To  Flon.  Tesse  C.  Dayton,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors of  Albany  County. 

Dkar  Sir  :  The  iuider?igned  citizens  and  taxpayers  of 
tl-.e  City  of  Albany  have  lx.-en  pleased  to  see  that  your  IJoard 
has  disallowed  the  large  claims  presented  by  \  arious  news- 
paper proprietors  tor  the  unauthorized  publication  of  laws, 
proceedings,  etc.  The  allowance  of  such  illegal  charges  has 
been  a  great  grievance  and  is  becoming  absolutely  intoler- 
able. We  trust  that  your  Board  will  tirnily  adhere  to  its  de- 
cision in  spite  of  any  clamor  and  denunciation  in  which  the 
disappointed  parties  may  indulge.  We  tru-;t,  too,  that  it 
will  in  a  like  manner  discountenance  and  disallow  all  im- 
proper and  illegal  charges  tVom  whatever  source  they  may 
come.  By  so  doing,  although  you  may  incur  the  ill-will  of 
bafiled  raiders  on  the  county  treasury,  you  will  receive  the 
support  and  praise  of  all  good  citizens. 

Dated  December  5,  1S77. 

This  communication  was  signed  by  twenty-one 
of  the  first  citizens  of  Albanv,  and  was  ordered 
filed. 

Also  the  following  communication  from  'Wx. 
Nathan  D.  Wendell,  County  Treasurer  : 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  balance  due  the  county 
from  the  several  cities  and  towns  at  this  date,  November  30, 


1877: 

City  of  Albany  $17,734  87 

City  of  Cohoes   2,21609 

Town  of  Berne   2,566  77 

Town  of  Bethlehem   1,058  57 

Town  of  Coeymans   61  91 

Town  of  Guilderland   213  92 

Town  of  Knox   93  83 

Town  of  New  Scotland   3'  03 

Town  of  Rensselaerville   2,10192 

Town  of  Westerlo   4S9  33 

Town  of  Watervliet   715  58 


Total  $27,469  72 


The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Assessment 
Rolls  presented  the  following  report  : 

The  assessed  value  of  the  real  and  personal  property  in 
the  county  as  assessed  in  1S77  is  as  follows  : 

Total  assessed  value  of  real  and  personal  pro]ierty  : 

City  of  Albany  $36,164,28400 

City  of  Cohoes   3,641,494  00 

Towns   12,773.362  40 

Grand  total    $52,580, 

'  35  4-0 

On  the  7th  of  December  .Mr.  Lansing  ofl'ered  the 
foil  Aving,  which  was  adopted  : 

IVIiercas,  The  term  of  office  of  Supervisors  is  fixed  by  l.iw 
at  one  year;  and 

IVhercas.  The  duties  of  said  officers  are  onerous  and  of 
grave  responsibility,  and  members  of  the  Board  are  lield  to 
a  strict  accountabdity  by  their  immediate  constituency,  and 
it  is  impossible  for  a  Supervisor  to  learn  the  whole  duties  in 
one  term:  and 

U'^L-rc'/rs.  The  said  Board  of  Supervisors  should  be  a  con- 
tinuous body,  and  the  members  thereof  should  l>e  elected  for 
a  term  of  three  years,  similar  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  one-third  expiring  every  year;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Application  to  the  1-eg- 
islature  petition  that  body  on  behalf  ot  this  Uo.ird,  .it  the 
next  session,  for  an  act  making  the  election  of  Supervi>ors 
of  this  county  for  a  term  of  three  years,  and  one-third  there- 
of expiring  and  electing  yearly. 

On  Decembers  the  President  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Equalization  presented  the  following 
btatement : 
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Tlie  equalized  valuation  of  real  and  personal 

property  in  the  City  of  Albany  amounts  to.  ?34.337,3io  90 

City  of  Cohoes  amounts  to   4,041,494  00 

Towns   14,181,33050 

Total  $52,580, 

135  40 

On  •December  27  ]Mr.  ^IcDoiiald  called  up  a 
resolution  naminj,'  the  followiiii^  papers  as  papers 
designated  to  publish  county  audits  :  An^'its,  J'inies, 
Freie  Blatter,  Allia/iv  County  Democrat,  3/orning Ex- 
press, Rcnsscltier  Press,  Coejinans  Herald,  Albany 
Evening  Post,  All/any  Herald,  Cohoes  Daily  Xr^cs. 

'Sir.  ."^mith  moved  to  amend  by  makini;  the 
amount  to  be  paid  for  the  same  §60  per  paper. 

Adopted. 

Adjourned  December  28,  sine  die. 

ANNUAL  SESSION,    MAY    1 4,  18 78. 

Supervisors  present. 

ALBANY. 

First  Ward,  Frederick  U.  Bresler;  Second  Ward,  Thomas 
Powers;  Third  Ward,  John  Bowe;  Fourth  Ward,  Timothy 
J.  Sullivan;  Sixth  Ward.  I;_;natiu5  Wiley;  Seventh  Ward, 
James  YouH'j;;  EiL;hth  Ward,  Michael  J.  McDonald;  Xinth 
Ward,  William  Wri.^'ht;  Tenth  Ward,  Ilerbert  R.  Stark- 
weather; Eleventh  Ward,  Isaac  N.  L.ansini;;  Twelfih  Ward, 
Wilham  II.  .McCall;  Thirteenth  Ward,  Charles  R.  Smith; 
Fourteenth  Ward,  Charles  K.  Knowles;  Fifteenth  Ward, 
Patrick  11.  Daly;  Sixteenth  Ward,  James  Stackhouse. 

COHOES  CITV. 

First  Ward,  William  O'Brien;  Second  Ward,  Truman  W. 
Reynolds;  Third  Ward,  Daniel  Sullivan;  Fourth  Ward, 
Lucius  Alexander  ;  Fifth  Ward,  George  E.  Simmons. 

TOWNS. 

Berne,  Frederick  W.  Conger:  Bethlehem,  William  Flag- 
ler; Coeymans,  John  A.  Ihuit:  Ckiilderland,  John  C.  Gran^t: 
Knox,  William  J-  Ilaverley;  Xew  Scotland,  D.  \'.  S.  Rayns- 
tord;  Rensselaerville,  Albert  T.  Moore;  Watervliet,  [esse 
C.  Dayton;  Westerlo,  Daniel  W.  Wooster. 

Jes.se  C.  Dayton  was  elected  Chairman:  Thomas 
C.  Cravan  was  elected  Clerk;  Dr.  J.  R.  Boulware 
was  elected  County  Physician;  Fairick  H.  INIcCaf- 
fery.  Doorkeeper. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  Coroners 
Physicians,  bv  ballot  : 

Dr.  R.  H.  Sta-kweather,  Dr.  L.  C.  B.  Grave- 
line,  Dr.  J.  VV.  Moore,  Dr.  Henry  E.  :Mereness. 

JOINT  BOARD. 

A  joint  meeting  of  the  Supervisors  of  the  Count\', 
together  with  the  ?kIayor  and  Recorder  of  theCit'v, 
was  held  at  Supervisors' rooms  .May  13,  pursuant 
to  chajjter  152,  laws  1844. 

Present,  Hon.  M.  N.  Xolan,  Mayor;  Hon.  Wm. 
S.  Paddock,  Recorder.*  and  all  the  Supervisors  of 
the  County  and  City.  The  Mayor  acted  as  Presi- 
dent and  the  Recorder  as  Secretarv. 

The  matter  of  the  large  number  of  industrious, 
worthy  mechanics  out  of  em[)loymcnt.  causctl  bv 
the  general  depression  of  business,  owing,  as  was 
alleged,  to  the  interference  of  prison  labor  with 
legitimate  trades,  was  presented  to  the  meeting  by 
Mr.  Daly,  who  offered  a  resolution  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  inijuire  into  the  manner  in 

"See  Biography  of  Ri.-cor<Jer  P:i<ldock,  in  anollier  part  of  Uiis  work, 
under  head  of  Lr^al  Biograpkies.  ' 


I  which  contracts  were  made  for  labor,  and  the  com- 
I  pensation  received  for  the  same  by  the  Superin- 
I  tendents  of  the  Penitentiary;  the  quantity,  quality 
and  value  of  the  manuftctured  articles,  and  the 
relative  cost  of  the  labor  on  such  articles  compared 
with  the  cost  of  labor  of  similar  articles  produced 
bv  our  local  manufacturers;  the  effect  of  prison 
f  labor  as  conducted  in  this  institution  on  skilled 
I  labor  in  the  County  :  the  effect  on  our  local  manu- 
I  facturers  engaged  in  tlie  production  of  such  articles 
I  as  produced  by  the  cc^nvicts  in  said  Penitentiary  : 
and  in  what  manner,  if  any,  it  affected  the  skilled 
labor  employed  by  them  ;  also  to  investigate  as  to 
the  general  and  financial  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  institution,  and  that  the  said  committee 
have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

After  an  animated  debate  Mr.  Daly's  motion 
prevailed,  and  the  .Afayor  appointed  the  following 
committee  to  act  with  the  Mayor  and  Recorder,  as 
provided  in  the  preamble  and  resolution  :  Messrs. 
Daly,  Maher,  Rowe,  Bresler  and  Voung. 
The  meeting  then  adjourned. 
On  Thursday,  May  16,    1S78,   the  Chairman 
i  announced  the  Standing  Committees,  6. 
1 

FALL  SESSION,  NOVEMBER  12,   1 878. 

All  the  Super\  isors  present. 

The  session  continued  on,  with  one  or  two  brief 
adjournments,   until  January   10,   1S79,   when  it 
I  adjourned  si)ie  die. 

i  -\ccording  to  the  annual  report  of  N.  D.  Wen- 
dell, County  Treasurer,  the  money  received  by 
him  during  the  year  from  all  sources  amounted 
to  $1,078,885.76.  The  amount  disbursed  by  him 
was  $1,078,  S'8  5.  76. 

Estimated  disbursements  for  December,  1878  : 


Supervis<jrs'  -alaries  and  accounts  <20,ooo 

i    Salaries  County  Officers   5,000 

.-Vsylum  Accoimts   5,000 

Court  expenses   lo.coo 

Audited  and  miscellaneous   10,000 


$50,000 

REAL  AND  PERSONAL  I'ROl'ERTV  .VSSESSED  IN  ALB.VNY 
!  COUNTY  IN  1878. 

I   Cily  of  Albany  ?36,342,S<}0  00 

j   Cohoes   3,620,426  00 

j   Towns     12,717,52488^^ 

j  Cm  and  totals  $52,680,840  58^ 

!      ,  . 

Equalized  valuation  of  real  and  personal  property 
I  in  1878  was  : 

t    .Mbany  City  §34.458,018 

City  ot  Cohoes   4,041, 4(;4 

Towns   14,181,328 


Grand  totals  $52,680,840 

RATE  OF  rAX.VTlON. 

lierne,  S2.24 ;  Bethlehem,  51.12:  Coeymans.  *'I-I4; 
Guilderland,  Si. 56  ;    Knox,  SI. 36  ;    New  .'Scotland.  <i.c.S  ; 


I  Rens-eiaerville,  $1.62  ;  Westerlo,  «i.tj6:  City  of  Colves, 

i  SI.  10. 

I      .Sr.vTiONF.RV. — The  stationery  furnished  the  Cir- 

j  cuit  Courts,  Special  Term,  and  tlie  County  CV-urts. 

j  for  three  years  ending  December  31,  187S,  was 
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as  follows:  1876,  $2,078.60;  1877,  $2,135.41; 
1878,  51,310.43- 

1879. — Tlie  annual  sprinpr  session  of  the  Bi  iard 
of  Super\isors  met  May  13,  1879;  the  following 
members  present  : 

ai,i;anv  crrv. 

First  Ward,  Henry  IIolTm.in:  Second  W  ard,  Thomas 
Powers;  Third  Ward,  Tohn  Dowc  :  Fourth  Ward,  E.  A. 
Maher;  Filth  Ward,  T.'  j.  SuIHvan;  Sixth  Wan).  lL;natiu> 
Wiley;  Seventh  Ward,  fames  Vounw;  Eigluh  Ward,  Rich- 
ard Khati.tjan;  Ninth  Ward,  Stephen  P.  Eastman:  Tenth 
Ward,  II.  R.  Starkweather:  Eleventh  Ward,  W.  H.  Gay- 
lor;  Twelfth  Ward,  W.  H.  McCall:  Tliirteenth  Ward. 
John  B.  Slingerland;  Fourteenth  Ward,  Wl.eeler  li.  Melins: 
Fifteenth  Ward,  Michael  E.  Higgins;  Sixteenth  Ward,  Wm. 
H.  Murray. 

COHOES  CITY. 

First  Ward,  William  O'Brien;  Second  Ward,  John  H. 
Pynes  ;  Third  Ward,  Peter  Grand  jean;  Fourth  Ward, 
John  Groves;  Fifth  Ward,  Geor'^^e  E.  Simmons. 

TOWNS. 

Berne,  Frederick  W.  'Conger;  Bethlehem,  Wm.  Flagler; 
Cocymans,  John  A.  Hunt:  Giiilderland,  John  C.  Grant  : 
Knox,  I.  W.  Chesebro:  New  Scotland,  D.  V.  S.  Raynsford: 
Rensselaerville,  Albert  T.  .Moore;  Watervliet,  [ohn  Reilev  ; 
Westerlo,  A.  C.  Requa. 

President,  Edward  A.  Maher;  Clerk,  Thomas  H.  Craven; 
Journal  Cleik,  John  C.  Morgan;  County  I'hy.-ician,  Dr. 
James  L.  Dabcock  ;  l)oorl<eeper,  Michael  Hayden  ;  Cor- 
oner's Physicians,  Dr.  H.  R.  Starkweather,  Dr.  Wm.  H. 
Murray,  L3r.  P.  J.  Keegan,  Dr.  G.  H.  Billings. 

The  members  proceeded  to  ballot  for  I'ountv 
papers.  The  Argus  ami  Evening  Jtmnial  were  de- 
clared elected  as  such. 

Mr.  Sullivan  offered  a  resolution  appointing 
Joseph  Levi  as  Sealer  of  Weights  and  ^Measures  for 
Albany  County,  which  was  adopted. 

The  President  announced  the  Standing  Commit- 
tees. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  held  May  15,  Mr. 
Higgins  offered  a  resolution  recommending  five 
members  of  the  Boartl  to  form  a  committee  to  incjuire 
into  the  manner  and  mode  of  making  contracts  in 
the  Albany  County  Penitentiary,  and  that  thev  have 
power  to  send  for  [lersons  and  papers,  and  to  em- 
plo}'  counsel  to  ascertain  what  powers  this  Board 
has  in  that  institution. 

Report  0/  ex-County  Treasurer  Wendell  from  date 
0/  his  last  report,  Xovemler  jo,  18 j8,  to 
January  i,  iSjg: 

RECKIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  November  30,  1S78   514,621  78 

From  collectors   3, 771  oo 

City  of  .Mbany,  tax  1S77   37^775  04 

City  of  Albarjy  water  rents  of  1878   4,208  55 

Redemption  of  land  sold  for  taxes.   7. 912  8j 

'Temporary  loan..   35^00000 

L.  Hotalmg,  District  .-Vttorney,  costs  collected.  203  71 

Account  back  taxes  for  towns   4'  95 

SI03.535  78 

DISUURSE.MENTS. 

Audited  accounts  ...   Si7,440  82 

Miscellaneous   430  73 

$17,871  55 

15 


Brought  for^vard   $17,871  55 

Salaries   4,980  75 

Interest   3,208  33 

Rcilemption  of  land  sold  for  ta.xcs   5i43'^'  36 

Publication  of  tax  list   4S5  00 

Marshall  Infirmary   65  00 

Jurors   $914  30 

Constables   2,619  5° 

J.  Fencham   276  CO 

Stenographer   I20  OO 

(  oiu  t  Crier   252  co 

justices   15S  50 

Court  orders   198  20 

S4,6i8  50 

Bonds  paid   5,600  00 

Coupons  paid   203  00 

Balance  p.iid  Henry  Kelly,  Treasurer-elect.  .  .  61,067  29 

5103,535  78 

Redistribltikg  the  Countv.— a  special  meet- 
ing held  June  17,  1879.  was  held  to  re-apportion 
Assembly  Districts,  twenty-eight  members  being 
present. 

The  Boartl  proceeded  to  redistribute  the  Countv 
according  to  law,  and  discharged  their  duly  in  a 
most  satisfactory  manner. 

The  proceedings  were  published  at  the  time  in 
the  daily  papers,  and  they  may  be  found  fuUv  pub- 
lished in  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Supervis- 
ors for  the  year  1879,  P^,^*^  23. 

Treasvrk.k's  Report. —  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Board  December  2.  the  Presitlent  presented  de- 
tailed report,  showing  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments of  the  office  from  January  i  to  November 
30,  1879,  one  month  having  been  included  in  the 
report  of  Mr.  Wendell,  the  late  Treasurer  : 

Total  receipts   $843,298  50 

Total  amount  paid  out    5844,286  30 

Total  amount  disbursed   5744,286  30 

Total  amount  received   843,298  50 

T^eaving  treasury  overdrawn   S987  So 

The  following  balances  are  due  the  Countv  at 
this  date,  viz. : 

City  of  .\lluny   $28,901  i.,. 

CityofCohoes   4,002  07 

Town  of  Berne   3,002  14 

Bethlehem   678  98 

Guilderland   503  06 

Kntx   371  83 

New  Scotland    119  14 

Rensselaerville   2,732  58 

Town  of  Westerlo    651  01 

\\  e-tei-\  liet    2.137  64 

  $43. '89  59 

'I  he  Town  of  Cocymans  has  a  credit  balance  of 
1 13.74. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  held  December  5, 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  .•\.';skssmknt  Ror.i.s 
was  received,  and  the  amount  asse>scd  on  real  and 
personal  i)ropertv  in  the 

City  of  Albany  for  1870  is  $37,647,075  00 

City  of  Cohoes  for  1879    3,591,0118  co 

Towns  in  1879   12,192,128  21 

Making  a  gr.md  total  of   $53,431,201  2  1 
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The  Committee  on  Kqiializcd  \'aluation  pre- 
seated  the  following  report  : 

Equalized  value  of  real  and  personal  property  in 


the 

City  of  Alljany  for  1S79   $33,746,992  40 

City  of  Cohoes  for  1S79   5,341,100  00 

rowNS. 

Berne   >699,o74  30 

Bethlehem   2,224,973  56 

Coeyrnaiis   1,344,564  79 

Guilderlaml   1,218,169  oS 

Knox   469,717  50 

New  Scotland   1,564,741  43 

Rensselaerville   746,371  00 

West  Troy  and  (  jreen  Island   2,972,978  51 

Watervliet   2,857,945  76 

Westerlo   744,482  88 


Grand  total   $53,731,201  21 


Destruction  of  the  City  Hall  by  Fire. — 
On  the  loth  day  of  February,  1S80,  the  City  Ilall 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  * 

Special  Meetino  of  the  I^oard.— On  Febru- 
ary 16,  1880,  the  Board  convened  a  special  session 
in  the  Justices'  Court-rooms,  City  Buildings;  the 
meeting  convened  in  ])ur-.uance  of  a  written  call 
signed  by  all  the  members  of  the  Board  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  such  steps  as  the  Board  might  deem 
necessary  in  view  of  the  destruction  of  the  City 
Hall  by  fire.  All  the  members  of  the  Board  were 
present. 

The  proceedings  were  very  interesting.  Many 
valuable  communications  from  the  most  eminent 
citizens  were  read,  among  which  were  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  meeting  of  the  Albany  Bar  held  at  the 
Justices' Court-rooms,  City  Building.s,  on  the  iith 
day  of  February,  iSSo,  at  which  the  following  reso- 
lution was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  site  of  the  City  Hall,  recently  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  is  the  uio>t  appropriate  and  convenient  for  a 
building  for  the  County  Court  and  County  otiicers,  and  the 
memlx'rs  of  the  Albany  County  Bar  hereby  unanimously 
urge  the  Board  of  .Supervisors  to  take  immediate  steps 
toward  the  erection  of  said  bnildin-^  or  another  upon  the 
City  Hall  site  for  the  use  of  the  County  Courts  and  officers. 

Henry  Smith, 

Chairiiian. 

\Vm.  p.  Rudd,  \  r. 

Alpheus  T.  Bulkley,  ("  ^^^''^'^^'■>^•^■ 

The  Board  had  been  strongly  urged  to  purchase, 
or  lease,  the  property  in  the  City  known  as  Martin 
Hall  for  the  use  of  the  County  and  City  offices. 
The  members  of  Albany  Bar,  deeming  this  building 
as  entirely  unfit  for  such  purposes,  b}'  reason  of  its 
location  and  construction,  united  in  a  written  pro- 
test against  purchasing  or  leasing  it,  directed  to  the 
Board,  urging  upon  the  members  not  to  c<jnsider 
further  the  proposition  to  do  so. 

An  interestuig  letter  from  Hon.  W.  L.  Learned 
to  Edward  A.  Maher,  F^sq.,  Chairman  of  the 
Board,  relative  to  the  packages  of  half-burned  and 
wet  package  of  papers  rescued  from  the  City  Hall 
while  burning.  Judge  Learned  recommended  .some 
immediate  action  to  prevent  them  from  being 
entirely  ruined. 

*  For  a  more  full  description  ofCity  Hall,  old  and  new,  see  ch.ipter  on 
PubTTc  Buildings. 


"  If  allowed  to  dry  in  their  jiresent  condition,"  he  said, 
"they  will  stick  together  and,  perhaps,  rtiikiew  so  as  to  l>e 
utterly  illegible.  They  'should  be  taken  to  ^ome  safe  and 
dry  place,  opened  carefully,  spread  out  separately  to  dry. 
As  Clerk  of  the  Court  and  as  President  of  the  Hoard  you 
I  know  the  great  value  of  these  papers,  and  as  such  Chair- 
'  man  you  can  give  sunie  official  direction  to  the  nece-sary 
expense.  I  cannot  think  that  there  would  be  any  hesitation 
in  paying  whatever  this  most  important  work  niav  cost.  I 
therefore  beg  leave  to  press  on  you,  and  through  vou  llie 
(.'ounty  Clerk,  the  necessity  of  inunediate  action." 

i  The  public  spirit  and  furetht^ught  of  Judge 
Learned  in  thus  calling  attention  of  the  Board  to 

I  the  important  matter  contained  in  his  letter  was 
warmly  commended  by  the  public.  As  the  Board 
acted  upon  his  timely  recommendation,  i)aj)ers  and 
documents  of  immense  value  \vere  saved  to  the 
County. 

DESERVED    RECOMMENDATION   TO   W.   B.  MELIfS. 

E.  A.  Maher,  Esq.— Dear  Sir  :  \Ve  think  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  should  by  resolution,  or  in  some  other 
expressive  manner,  while  commeijding  the  firemen  and 
others  who  so  bravely  worked  to  save  the  property  of  the 
city  and  county  from  the  lire  at  the  City  Hall,  not  omit  10 
speak  specially  ot  the  great  and  extraordinary  services  of 
W.  B.  Melius,  to  whose  exertion>  we  are  all  indelited  for  the 
i   preservation  of  the  most  valuable  records. 

Hamilton  Harris, 
R.  VV.  Peckiia.m. 
T.J.  Van  Alstvne, 
L.  Hotai.ini;, 
E.  Countryman. 

This  reference  to  the  services  of  Mr.  Melius  bv 
these  distinguished  citizens  was  eminentlv  just,  and 
shows  how  generously  ihey  appreciated  his  almost 
superhuman  efforts.  T'he  members  of  the  Board, 
acting  under  the  recommendation  of  this  letter, 
adopted  a  handsomely  worded  i)reamble  and  reso- 
lutions expressive  of  tlieir  higlv  appreciation  of  the 
valuable  services  of  Mr.  ^[elius  in  thus  saving  the 
property  of  the  city  and  county. 

Mr.  ;\Ielius  has  been  connected  with  the  Cuuntv 
Clerk's  office,  officially,  at  least  eighteen  years,  and 
in  all,  for  twenty-five  years.  No  man  understands 
i  the  records  of  the  County  as  fully  as  he. 

The  fire  in  the  City  Hall  broke  out  about  one 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  loth  of  Fei)ruary. 
It  was  bitterly  cold,  and  an  icy  wind  was  blowing. 
Mr.  Melius  was  one  of  the  first  to  reach  the  clerk's 
otlice,  and  began  the  work  of  rescuing  the  precious 
volumes  containing  the  recortls  of  mortgages,  deeds, 
judgments,  decrees,  etc. ;  notwithstanding  the 
blinding  and  almost  sutTocating  smoke  that  filled 
the  room,  he  passed  700  volumes,  weiirhing  from 
12  to  16  pounds  each,  through  a  narrow  window  in 
the  searching  room  to  a  place  of  safety.  A  few 
moments  after  the  la>t  one  was  passed  out  the 
flames  swept  fiercely  and  destructively  through  the 
rooms.  The  loss  of  these  records  would  be  im- 
mense and  irreparable  to  all  owners  of  real  estate 
j  situated  in  the  County  of  Albany  and  to  all  persons 
interested  in  mortgages,  decrees  ant!  judgments 
contained  in  these  volumes. 

Mr.  Melius  was  quite  overcome  with  his  efforts 
and  iiad  to  be  assisted  in  reaching  his  home. 

Intkrkst  of  the  Colnty  in  the  City  Hall 
Bltlding. — Measures  were  taken  at  this  meeting  to 
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ascertain  what  interest  the  County  of  Albany  had 
in  the  City  Hall  buiklina:  then  lately  destroyed  by 
fire,  and  Hon.  R.  W.  I'eckham  was  emjiloycd  to 
assist  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  said  intere>t  of  the  County. 

Books  of  Record  of  the  Coi-nty. — The  County 
Clerk  was  by  resolution  authorized  to  make  true 
and  perfect  copies  of  all  the  books  of  record  of  the 
County  mutilated,  damaged  and  defaced  in  the 
then  recent  burning  of  the  City  Hall,  and  that  he 
be  paid  the  ordinary  legal  rates  by  the  County 
Treasurer,  and  he  was  further  authorized  to  re- 
arrange, sort  and  label  all  papers  disarranged  and 
confused  by  die  same  fire,  and  that  he  be  reason- 
ably compensated  therefor.  Mr.  I\Ielius  was,  on 
motion,  authorized  to  assist  the  County  Clerk  in 
the  foregoing  designated  work. 

Other  important  business  touching  the  matters 
growing  out  of  the  destruction  of  the  City  Hall  was 
transacted:  also  at  the  adjourned  meeting  held 
March  i,  1880,  other  important  measures  were 
taken  in  regard  to  the  same,  which  will  be  found 
in  the  MS.  record  of  proceedings  of  the  Board,  from 
page  9  to  20,  inclu.-^ive. 

1880. — Annual  Spring  Session   held  at  their 
rooms,  No.  38  Beaver  street.  May  11.  1S80. 
The  following  members  of  the  Board  were  present: 

First  Ward,  Menry  Hoffman;  Second  Ward,  Thomas 
Powers;  Third  Ward,  John  Bowe;  Fourth  Ward,  E.  A. 
Maher;  Fitlh  Ward.  T.  J.  Sullivan;  Sixth  Ward,  Ignatius 
Wiley;  -Seventli  Ward,  James  Younc;;  Eit;hth  Ward, 
Richard  Rhatigan:  Ninth  Ward,  Stephen  P.  Eastman; 
Tenth  Ward,  H.  R.  Starkweather;  Eleventh  Ward,  W.  H. 
Gaylor;  Twelfth  Ward,  W.  H.  McCall;  Thirteenth  Ward. 
John  B.  Slingerland:  Fourteenth  Ward,  Wheeler  B.  Melius; 
Fifteenth  Ward,  M.  E.  Higgins;  Sixteenth  Ward,  W.  II. 
Murray. 

COHOES. 

First  Ward,  Wm.  O'Brien;  Second  Ward,  John  H. 
Pynes;  Third  Ward,  Peter  Grandjean:  Fourth  Ward,  John 
Groves;  Fifth  Ward,  George  F.  Simmons. 

TOWNS. 

Berne,  Frederick  W.  Conger;  Bethlehem.  William 
Flagler;  Coeymans.  John  A.  Hunt;  Guilderland,  fohn  C. 
Gn^nt;  Knox,  J.  W.  Chesebro;  New  Scotland,  D.  V.  S. 
Raynsford;  Rensselaerville,  Albert  T.  Moore;  Watendiet, 
John  Reiley;  Westerlo,  A.  C.  Requa. 

At  the  election  of  a  chairman  of  the  Board  for 
the  ensuing  year  suggestions  were  made  as  to  the 
legality  of  the  election  of  the  members  of  the  Board 
for  the  term  of  two  years,  whereupon  the  following 
officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Edward  A.  Maher,  President;  John  A.  Mangan,  Journal 
Clerk;  Thomas  H.  Craven,  Clerk;  Dr.  James  L.  Babcock, 
County  Physician;  Michael  Havden,  Doorkeejier;  Edgar 
Palmer,  Sealer  of  Weights  and  .NIeasures.  The  following 
gentlemen  were  elected  coroners:  I)r;  W.  II.  Murrav.  Dr. 
A.  R.  Starkweather,  Dr.  P.  J.  Keegan,  Dr.  G.  H.  Billings. 

NIGHT  WATCHMAN  FOR  COfNTY  ("I.FRk's  OFTICE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  May  12,  the  Presi- 
dent presented  a  communication  signed  by  a  large 
number  of  the  leading  citizens  of  .\lbany  request- 
ing that  die  services  of  a  night  watchman  at  the 
County  Clerk's  cdlice  should  be  coniinueil,  and 
they  further  recommendeil  that  the  night  watch- 
man be  made  a  permanent  employee. 


On  motion  of  I\Ir.  Bowe  it  was  resolved  to 
authorize  the  County  Clerk  to  continue  the 
services  of  night  watchman  until  otherwise  directed 
by  the  Board,  his  salary  not  to  exxeed  $75  per 
month. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment  on 
November  22,  when  Mr.  Weaver  presented  the 
following  report  of  the  Committee  on  State 
Equalization  : 

Albany  County  assessed  value  of  real  estate 

for  the  year  1S7S   $47,702,870 

Equalization  in  the  year  1S79  at   64,295.172 


Equalization  over  assessed  value   $16,592,302 

The  Board  of  Equalization  of  Ta.xes.  in  pursu- 
ance of  chapter  312,  laws  of  1859,  fixed  the  aggre- 
gate valuation  of  property  in  Albany  County  at 
the  sum  of  $68,426,226,  upon  which  a  State  ta.x  of 
$239,491.80  must  be  levied  for  the  current  fiscal 
year  commencing  October  i,  1880,  being  three  and 
one-half  mills  on  the  dollar  : 


Mills. 

I'or  schools   Itmu 

For  general  purposes   'tV/j 

For  new  Capitol   -j-'ij 

Canals   3^3j4_^ 

Total   6+ 


Chap. 
515 

515 

248 


Laws. 
1880 
iSSo 
1880 
1S80 


A  report  giving  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
disbursements  of  the  County  treasury  was  sub- 
miited  on  December  2,  as  follows: 

Receipts  and  disbursements  from  December  i. 
1879,  to  November  30,  1880: 

RECEIPTS. 

Total  amount  received   $996,299  99 

Disbursements    996.299  99 

Amount  on  hand    39,008  46 


The  amount  of  real  and  personal  property 
assessed  in  Albany  County  in  1880: 

City  of  Albany,  real  and  personal  537,085,425  00 

'•       Cohoes,    ■•  '■    3,648,093  00 

Towns,  real  and  personal   12,330,250  26 


Grand  total  $53,063,768  26 

On  December  6  the  President  received  the  fol- 
lowing statement  from  the  County  Treasurer,  being 
the  balance  due  the  County  at  that  date: 

City  of  Albany  542,193  55 

"     Cohoes   1,620  45 

Town  of  Berne     Si'^jQ  5° 

Bethlehem    12  30 

"     Coeymans   42  86 

"      fiuiiderland   45S  01 

'■      Knox   '97  94 

"      New  Scotland    121  94 

"      Rensselacr\illc   2,.^49  74 

"      Westerlo   58 1  22 

Watervlict   4.664  'S 


Total   ^55' '63  69 

THE  Ei,.>UALIZrD  VALCATlON  FOR  iSSo. 

,  532,883.306  03 


City  of  Albany,  real  and  personal 
Cohoes  " 


5.394-9-7  S"^ 


Making  a  total  S53.063.768  2C 
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On  Januarv  5,   1S81,   ."Mr.  Murray,  in  a  well-  | 

worded  resolution,  made  a  motion  that  a  tax  of  \ 

$roo.o8,  assessed  on  the  ])remises  Xo.  117  Heaver  ! 

street,  in  this  city,  and  used  by  Dr,  John  Swin-  j 

burne  as  a    Dispensary,  be   canceled,   and   the  ; 

lioard  of  Assessors  were  tlirected  to  omit  said  I 

property  from  its  lists  of  taxable  property  and  ! 

assessment  roll,  so  long  as  the  property  is  retained  j 

for  dispensary  or  hospital  purposes.  I 

This  was  unanimously  adopted,  inasmuch  as  Dr.  1 
Swinburne  is  known  to  devote  largely  of  his  own 

time  and  money  to  the  charitable  care  of  the  sick  1 

poor  of  the  city,  and  employing  assistants,  and  j 

keeping  and  sustaining  a  private  dispensary  wholly  j 

from  and  upon  his  own  personal  means,  for  the  | 

purpose  of  relieving  the  sick  poor  and  unfortunate  i 
of  the  city. 

Adjourned  January  24,  1S81. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  at  the 

annual  meeting  held  ]\Iav  10,  1S81,  in  Martin  j 
Hall.     Members  present : 

First  Ward,   Augustus  Whitman:  Sccoiul  Ward.  Jolui  i 
Ryan;  Third  Ward,  WiUiam  Casey;  Fourth  Ward,  Edward  I 
A,  Maher;  Fifth  Ward,  Gc-orne  L..  I'honias  ;  Sixth  Ward,  1 
John  Parr;  Scvciitli  Ward.  James  Young;  Eighth  \Vard,  \ 
Michael  J.  Hayden;  Ninth  Ward,  James  A.  Lvnom;  Tenth 
Ward,  .\iathew  C.  Clark;  ITtventh  Ward,  William  1!.  Scott; 
Twelfth  Ward,  William  Guinan;  Thirteenth  Ward.  Joseph 
C.    Griffin  ;    Fourteenth    Ward,   Roliert    Gccr;  Fifteenth 
Ward,  Michael  E.  Higi^ins;  Sixteenth  Ward,  Wm.  \l.  Mur-  j 
ray;  Seventeenth  Ward,  P'rank  Brennan.  j 

CO  1  ICES.  j 

First  Ward,  John  Clark;  Second  Ward.  John  H.  Pynes; 
Third  Ward,  C.  M.  Xadeau;  Fourth  Ward,  John  (Proves; 
Fifth  Ward,  Charles  Knott. 

TOWNS. 

Berne,  Frederick  W.  Conger;  Bethlehem.  W.  C.  Hota- 
ling;  Coeymans,  Estcs  II.  Strevell;  Guilderland,  Aaron 
Fuller;  Knox,  Izrahiah  Chesebro;  New  Scotland,  Henry  II. 
Meed;  Rensselaerville,  Hercules  Sayre;  Watervliet,  John 
Reilly;  Westerlo,  Anson  C.  Ref|ua. 

President — Edward  A.  Maher. 

Clerk — Thomas  H.  Craven. 

Journal  Clerk — John.  C.  Mangan. 

County  Physician — Dr.  U.  B.  La  .Meure. 

Doorkeeper — James  A.  McCotter. 

Coroners'    Physicians- -Doctors  P.   [.   Keegan.   H.  R. 
Starkweather,  R'.  D.  Clark,  (..  H.  Billings. 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures — Edgar  Palmer. 
Counsel  for  Overseer  of  Poor — Martin  D.  Conway. 
Pages— John  Ward,  Joseph  Foy. 

County  Papers. — Argn^  and  Express. 

C0.MMISSI0.N"F.RS  TO  RKP.MK  OR  RF.BLII.D  CITV  H.VI.L. 

By  the  laws  of  1880,  Chapter  285,  M.  H.  Xolan, 

Edward  Maher,   Barclay  Jermain,    Charles  Van  I 

Bentheusan,  Robt,  C  Pruyn,  C.  P.  Easton,  Erastus  I 

Cornipg  and  Eeonard  G.  Hun  were  appointed  \ 
Commissioners  to  repair  or  rebuild  the  Citv  Hall 

in  this  city.    The  names  of  the  gentlemen  com-  ' 

posing  this  Cummittee  was  the  highest  guarantee  1 

that  the  important  duties  committed  to  them  would  j 

be  performed  witii  tiie  utmost  ability,  exactness  | 
and  dispatch. 

At  this  meeting  i)f  the  Board,  in  pur^,uance  of  1 

Section  8  of  the  said  act  of  1880,  this  Committee  ' 

presented  a  succinct  and  ably  drawn  petition  to  | 

the  Board,  requesting  that  body  to  direct  the  issue  ! 


of  bonds  of  the  County  of  Albany,  to  the  amount 
of  $145,000,  to  be  negotiated  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  the  Treasurer  of  the 
countv.  at  such  times  and  in  such  amotmts  as  may 
be  required  bv  the  Commissioners  :  such  bonds  to 
be  signed  bv  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Sujier- 
visors  and  the  Treasurer,  to  bear  semi-annual  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent  per  annum,  anil 
pa\ablc,  one-third  thereof-in  twenty  years,  and  one- 
ihird  thereof  in  twenty-two  years,  from  the  date  of 
their  respective  i.ssue.s. 

The  Commissioners  presented  a  resolution  to  the 
Board,  in  conformity  with  the  said  petition,  which 
directed  that  the  said  sum  of  $145,000  be  paid,  as 
stated  above,  to  wit:  §50,000  in  the  year  1901, 
$50,000  in  iy02,  <45,oco  in  1903. 

Committee  o.v  Coroners  and  Physicians. — This 
Committee  is  very  important,  and  for  a  time  was 
very  onerous,  requiring  a  clerk  ;  but  by  the  law 
touching  the  salaries  of  physicians  appointed  to 
make  pos(  mortem  examinations,  and  by  a  law  of 
the  Board  letting  by  contract  the  burial  of  paupers 
under  said  contract,  the  Committee  were  relieveil 
from  much  of  their  labor,  so  it  became  unnecessary 
to  keep  a  clerk,  and  a  resolution  was  presented  for 
the  discharge  of  the  clerk,  but  it  was  tabled ; 
whereupon  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Higgins  that  a 
clerk  be  elected,  and  John  P.  Masterson  was 
elected  clerk  to  the  Committee.  Adopted. 

Special  Meetinc,  August  12,  iS8r. — Called 
under  a  written  request  and  signed  by  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board,  to  enable  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee and  County  Treasurer  to  borrow  money  to 
meet  deficiencies  and  transact  such  other  business 
as  might  be  necessary.  The  sum  required  was  not 
to  exceed  $120,000,  and  was  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  State  tax,  which  was  to  fall  due  on  the  ist 
of  September  then  next.  This  amount  was  directed 
to  be  raised  in  conformity  to  the  foregoing. 

State  Board  oe  Health. — At  a  meeting, 
November  15,  an  important  communication  was 
received  from  the  State  Board  of  Health  in  regard 
to  the  amendments  of  laws  designed  to  secure 
the  complete  registration  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths,  and  especially  to  give  the  greatest  possible 
accuracy  to  the  record  of  the  causes  of  death  and 
burial  of  ihe  dead. 

The  Board  oe  Eqi  alization  of  Taxes  fixed  the 
aggregate  valuation  of  property  in  Albany  County 
at  $67,372,736,  upon  which  amount  a  State  tax  of 
$151,588.66  was  to  be  levied  for  the  current  fiscal 
year  commencing  October  i,  1S81.  being  2\  mills 
on  the  dollar,  for  the  following  purposes  : 

For  School--,    j^n'.j  mills,  per  Chap.  453,  Laws  18S1. 

••  General  purpo^c^. -j^'iy  "  •'  •'  453,  "  18S1. 
"  Canals  "      "      "      595,      "  18S1. 

Total   2',  mills. 

The  non-resident  taxes  credited  to  the  County 
for  1880  were  $202.92. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  November  21,  1881, 
a  communication  was  read  in  regard  to  the  SUile 
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Board  of  Assessors  oiid  /he  S/d/e  Bmud  nf  Kquai- 
hation. 

The  assessed  vahiation  of  real  estate  in  Albany 

County  ill  iSSo   s^9.i5i,SoS 

Personal  estate   3,911,960 

Total   $58,063,768 

To  the  assessed  valuation  the  State  Board  have 
added  $14,308,968;  this  made  the  equalized  valua- 
tion of  real  estate  863,460,776;  to  this  add  the  per- 
sonal, $3,911,960,  which  makes  the  sum  $67,372,- 
736,  upon  which  we  pay  a  State  tax  this  year. 

In  the  year  1S81  there  was  adiled  to  our  assess- 
ed valuation  ,   $14,695,025 

In  the  year  iSSo   14,308,968 

An  apparent  reduction  of   §386,057 

The  increase  in  the  assessed  valuation  of  the 
whole  State  for  1880  was  $24,935,164,  or  .0107 
per  cent. 

The  increased  assessed  valuation  of  Albany 
County  for  1880  was  but  $18,000,  or  .0004  j)er 
cfint.  It  should  have  been  quite  as  much  as  that 
of  the  State. 

An  article  contained  in  the  E-'eniug  Jvunial, 
signed  "H.,''  containing  alleged  misstatemenis 
touching  the  acts  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  print- 
ing of  250  copies  of  its  rules,  was  made  the  subject 
of  a  question  of  privilege  in  order  that  the  said 
statement  should  be  promptly  refuted.  It  was  de- 
nounced and  proven  to  have  tlone  injustice  to  the 
Board. 

A  communication  was  also  received  from  Dr. 
John  Swinburne  asking  to  be  relieved  from  la.xes 
assessed  on  his  private  hospital,  which  was  granted. 

Arsenal. — The  estimates  of  the  expense  of  fit- 
ting up  for  rooms  in  the  arsenal  for  the  benefit  of 
the  military  of  the  city. 

The  contract  was  awarded  by  the  proper  Com- 
mittee, so  far  as  building  lackers,  etc.,  was  con- 
cerned, at  $2,439. 

Election  Notice. — The  Argus  and  i\fi>niing 
Express  were  designated  as  papers  to  publish 
election  notices. 

The  Treastkkr's  Accocnt,  for  the  year 
ending  November,  1881,  was  presented 
December  2,  l8Sl,  showing  the  receipts  of 


his  offi';e  for  that  time  to  be   81,032,444  88 

Disbursements   $1,032,444  88 

Statement  of  real  and  personal  property 
assessed  in  the  Coiuity  of  .\lbany,  1881: 

Real   $61,422,635 

..Personal  ,   7. 507,755 

Total   $68,930,390 


On  December  8,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Conger,  a 
resolution  was  adopted  authorizing  the  Finance 
Committee  to  borrow,  on  the  credit  of  ihe  Countv, 
the  sum  of  $50,000  to  [lay  bonds  in  like  amount 
maturing  March  i,  1S82,  and  to  issue  therefor 
county  bonds  bearing  interest,  not  to  exceed  4  per 
cent,  per  annum,  payable  semi  annually,  the  [)rin- 


ci[)al   payable  .March    i,  1904.     Iho  saitl  boutls 
I  were  to  be  registered  or  coupon,  and  they  were  to 
be  sold  at  public  auction  on  February  15,  1S82, 
after  lieing  ad\ertised  two  weeks. 

ICqi  alized  Valuation  of  Albany  Co.,  1881: 


ALBVNV  CITV. 

Real  estate   $48,886,198  00 

Personal   I'S'^luSS  00 

Total   556,393,953  00 

Cohoes  City  real  estate   59,455,072  00 

"       "    personal  estate   336,644  00 

Total   9,791,716  06 

Albany  City,  Colioes  and  towns, 

real  estate   $81,453,069  25 

"       "     personal   8,889,220  18 

Grand  totals   $90,342,28943 


State  and  County  Tax. — The  rate  of  State  and 
County  tax  was  fixed  by  resolution  at  fifty-four 
cents  on  each  $100  of  the  equalized  valuation  of 
this  county. 

Special  Meeting.- — Monday,  December  12,  1881, 
a  special  meeting  convened  pursuant  to  a  call  pre- 
I  viously  made  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  rate  of 
j  the  city  of  Cohoes,  and  of  the  town  of  Watervliet. 
I  The  rate  of  taxation  for  the  city  of  Cohoes  for  iSSi 
I  was  fixed  at  81.25  upon  each  $ico.  The  rate  for 
Watervliet  for  1S81  was  fixed  as  folio \vs  ; 

On  each  Sioo  of  the  assessed  valuation: 

Watervliet,  First  District   S75 

We^t  Troy  and  t}reen  Island   68 

District  Attorney's  Report. — D.  Cady  Herrick 
presented  his  report  of  the  costs  received  by  him. 
and  also  a  statement  of  the  fines  imposed  since 
January  i,  1881,  which  by  recapitulation  shows  as 


follows: 

Costs  and  judgments   $1,526  26 

Fines  in  Oyer  and  Terminer   275  00 

"     "  County  .Sessions   409  co 

"     "  Special  Sessions   954  00 


CoHOEs  Jail. — By  resolution  the  County  Treas- 
urer was  authorized  to  pay  the  city  of  Cohoes  $500 
for  rent  of  jail  pursuant  to  Sec.    15.  Chap.  60, 
I  Laws  of  1 88 1. 

I  Previous  to  the  adjournment  of  the  Board,  on 
i  December  20,  1S81,  Supervisor  Geer,  in  a  pleas- 
\  ing  and  finely  worded  speech,  on  behalf  of  the 
!  members  of  the  Board,  pre^^cnted  President  Maher 
I  an  elegant  watchchain  and  charm.  Mr.  Maher 
I  receiveti  it  with  a  very  feeling  and  approjHiate 
I  address.  Supervisor  ^Murray  then  arose,  and,  un 
I  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Board,  presented 
i  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Craven,  Clerk  of  the  Board,  with 
j  a  valuable  silver  service. 

In  presenting  it,  Mr.  Murray  made  some  timely 
,  and  exceetlingly  well  iecei\ed  remarks  touching 
!  the  high  esteem"  in  which  ^Ir.  Craven  was  held  by 
I  the  Board.    The  latter  thanked  the  Board  in  a  very 
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happy  manner.  The  whole  proceecHng  gave  great 
satisfaction  to  the  Board  and  public. 

The  Board  of  Sujjervisors  of  the  city  and  criunly 
met  at  their  Annual  -Session  at  their  rooms  in  .AIu>ic 
Hail,  jNIay  9,  1S82. 

The  following  raemliers  were  present; 

CITY  OF  ALBANY. 
F'irst  \V;u-d,  .-\gustus  Whiteman;  Second  W.ird,  Thomas 
Powers;  I'liird  \^■.lrd,  Win.  Cascv;  Fourth  Ward,  Edward 
A.  Maher;  Filth  Ward,  John  Co^ik;  .Sixth  Ward.  John  D. 
Capron:  Seventh  Ward,  Edward  Koark;  Eis^hth  Ward, 
Michael  [.  llavden;  Ninth  NN'ard,  Daniel  1.  Murphv;  Tenth 
Ward,  Mathew'  C.  Clark;  Eleventh  Ward,  .\ltred'  Booth: 
Twelfth  Ward,  William  Jl.  McCall:  Thirteenth  W.ard, 
Joseph  C.  Ciriflin;  Fourteenth  Ward,  Robert  Geer;  FifteMith 
Ward,  James  Skillicorn;  Sixteenth  Ward,  .-Uonzo  B.  \'oor- 
hees;  Seventeenth  Ward,  Thomas  J.  Reilly. 

COUOES. 

First  Ward,  John  Clark;  .Second  Ward,  Frank  Rockwell; 
Third  Ward,  "Charles  M.  Xadeau;  Fourth  Ward,  John 
Groves:  Fifth  Ward,  Xeil  Morris. 

TOWNS. 

Berne,  Thomas  J.  Wood;  Bethlehem,  W.  C.  Hotaling; 
Coeymans,  Estes  H.  Strevel;  Guilderland,  Aaron  Fuller; 
Knox,  Wm.  J.  Haverly;  New  Scotland,  Hiram'  Becker; 
Rensselaerville,  Hercules  Sayre;  Watervliet,  Joseph  Ander- 
son; Westerlo,  Anson  C.  Ket[ua. 

President,  Edward  .\.  Mayer.  , 

Clerk,  Thomas  H.  Craven. 

Journal  Clerk,  John  A.  Lawless. 

County  Physician,  Dr.  R.  1).  Clark. 

Doorkeeper,  Bernard  Ross. 

Coroner^'  Physicians,  Drs.  H.  R.  Starkweather,  P.  H. 
Keegan,  .M.  J.  Lewi  and  Cr.  PL  BQlings. 

County  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures,  John  Powers. 
Counsel  for  <.)sx'r6eers  of  the  Poor,  Mr.  D.  Conway. 
County  Papers,  Daily  Argus  and  Daily  Express. 

After  considerable  business  relative  to  peniten- 
tiary matters,  of  which  we  shall  give  an  account  in 
another  place,  the  Board  adjourned. 

.  At  a  special  meeting  held  May  24  the  President 
announced  the  .''Standing  Committees  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  held  July  27  it  was  re- 
solved that  the  office  of  the  Coroners  of  Albany 
County  should  be  located  in  the  rooms  of  the  Su- 
pervisors, and  that  John  P.  ^Masterson  be  and  he 
was  appointed  a  clerk  to  said  Coroners,  his  duties 
to  assist  as  clerk  to  each  of  said  Coroners  in  their 
official  duties,  and  to  keep  a  record  of  and  file  each 
inquisition;  also  to  act  as  Clerk  to  the  Committee 
on  Coroners  and  Physicians  of  the  Board,  the 
salary  not  to  exceed  $100  per  month,  the  Countv 
Treasurer  to  pay  the  same. 

At  a  meeting  held  November  14  the  Clerk  pre- 
sented the  following  statement  : 

The  Board  of  Eqitalizalion  of  Taxes  have  fixed  the 
aggregate  valuation  of  property  in  the  County  of  Albany  at 
the  sum  of  §74,051,676,  upon  which  amount  a  State  tax  of 
$181,426.61  niust  he  levied  for  the  current  fiscal  year  begin- 
ning Octolier  t,  l8iS2,  as  provided  in  chapter  312,  laws  of 
1S59,  and  amendments  thereto,  by  chap.  351,  laws  of  1814, 
being  2  -^-^^  mills  on  the  dollar,  for  the  following  purposes: 

For  schools  I  -j'„"u  mills,  chap.  296,  laws  1882 

For  general  purposes.  . .  .  "       "      296    "  1882 

For  canals   "       "     208     "  1882 

Total   2  jV'o  mills. 

Non-resident  taxes  credited  to  Albany  County  for  iSSi 
amounted  to  Si9-74' 


On  November  2 1  Mr.  Weaver,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  State  Kijuulization,  presented  the  follow- 


ing statement  : 

E(iualized  valuation  of  re.al  estate  of  Albany 

County  for  the  year  iSSi  $63,460,776 

Amount  the  County  should  have  increased  to 
retain  its  relative  proportion  with  other  coun- 
ties in  the  State   1,906,772 


I   The  amount  it  would  then  have  lieen  equalized 

i       on  real  estate  for  18S2  $65,367,548 

I    The  amount  it  is  equalized  for  1882   65.162,456 


Amount  of  reduction   $205,092 


Amount  of  Albany  County's  increase   $1,906,772 

Amount  added  by  State  Board  of  Equalization.  1,701,680 


Difterencc  in  favor  of  Albany  County.  . .  5205,092 


The  amount  of  State  tax  for  this  year  is  S29,837.94 
greater  than  last  year,  and  is  accounted  tor  as  follows  : 

Increase  of  personal  estate   54,977,260 

Increase  of  real  estate   1,701,680 


$6,678,940 


This   amount,  multiplied  by  last  year's  rate, 

2^4  mills  on  the  dollar,  produces   515,027.61 

Total  amount  of  equalized  real  and  personal 
(874,051,676)  for  1S82,  multiplied  by  one-fifth 
of  a  mill,  the  increase  over  iS8i   14,810.33 


■     '  $29,837.93 

On  November  28  the  Clerk  presented  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Coroners. 

The  report  of  Richard  Scully  shows  that  from 
October  16.  iSSi,  to  Noveinber  10,  inclusive,  there 
were  33  post  morlem  e.xaminations  with  juries  con- 
1  ducted  before  him.  Peter  Lasch  reports  44  inquests 
I  held  by  him  during  the  years  of  1881-2  with  jurors. 

The  first  annual  report  of  James  McCann  states 
that  he  held  30  inquests  during  the  year  18S2,  from 
January  22  to  November  24. 

Richard  Johnson  reported  19  inquests  held  by  him 
since  November  24.  iSSi,  to  September  26,  1882. 

On  December  4  Mr.  Sayre.  from  the  Committee 
on  Assessment  Rolls,  presented  the  following: 

St.vtement  of  the  Re.vl  .vnd  Person.vl  Prop- 
erty in  Albanv  Countv  as  assessed  in  1S82. 

! 

j  Total  real  in  City  of  Albany  ..  $61, 1 17,810  00 
I    Total  personal  •'  "      ..  6,4.32.33200 

 567,550.342  00 

Real  in  dy  of  Cohoes   $3,410,079  00 

Personal    361,50000 

 3'77i-579  0o 

Towns,  real  estate  517,076,329  73 

personal   i>oS3o34  93 

 18,129,66466 

(Irand  total  .,•  ...589,451.58566 

I  It  was  also  resolved  to  raise  by  ta.\  on  property  in 
the  City  of  Albany  the  sum  of  $720.  7S9. 37  for  the 
several  condngent  expenses  of  the  city  for  hospital.s, 
nurseries  and  temporary  out-door  relief  of  the  poor, 
and  for  rebuilding  Beavt-r  Creek  arch,  at  Philip 
street. 

On  Dccemticr  8  Mr.  Requa.  from  the  Ciniimitlce 
on  Equalization,    presented    the  following  report. 
1  which,  on  the  next  meeting,  December  y,  was 
1  adopted: 
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EQUALIZED  VAU  ATION  OF  1882. 

City  of  Albany,  real  548,977,62000 

"  "        personal   6.432,53200 

 555,410, 152  00 

City  of  Cohoes,  real   59.472,697  co 

"  "         personal   361,50000 

— ^  9.834,19700 

Towns,  real   Si. 604,218  73 

"       personal   7,847,36693 

Grand  total,  includuii;  towns  bSg.451.5S5  66 

On  December  14  a  special  session  of  tiic  Board 
met  at  two  p.  m.,  pur>uant  to  a  call  of  the  Presi- 
dent. 

The  object  of  this  call  was  "for  the  purpose  of 
taking  suitable  action  regarding  the  death  of  the 
wife  of  Supervisor  Geer,  of  the  Fourteenth  Ward.  ' 

A  motion  was  made  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
•three  to  draft  resolutions  to  be  reported  at  evening 
session.  Messrs.  \'oorhees,  Capron  and  jMcCall 
were  named  by  the  President  as  such  committee. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjijurned. 

At  the  evening  session  Mr.  Voorhees  reported 
.  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Board  must  sincerely 
sympathize  with  their  associate,  Robert  Geer,  in  the  irre- 
parable loss  he  has  sustained  in  the  death  of  his  wile,  and 
extend  to  him  the  assurance  ot  their  heartfelt  sorrow. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  held  December  22, 
that  body  tendered  their  most  cordial  thanks  to 
their  efficient  President,  Edward  A.  Maher,  for 
the  impartial  manner  in  which  he  had  presided 
over  their  deliberations;  and  they  collectively  and 
individual!}'  con\T}ed  to  him  in  the  resolution  the 
official  and  personal  assurance  of  esteem  and 
regard. 

It  was  further  resolved  that  the  memliers  of  the  Board 
"not  only  recognize  but  fully  appreciate  the  invaluable 
services  of  the  attentive,  courteous  and  competent  Clerk, 
Thomas  II.  Craven,  and  that  we  not  only  deem  it  a  pleasure, 
but  feel  it  to  be  a  duty,  to  thus  publicly  and  ofticially  recog- 
nize our  obligations  to  him  for  the  laithful  and  conscientious 
performance  of  his  important  duties." 

.After  a  very  pleasant  but  brief  adilress  from  the 
President  the  Board  adjourned  sine  die. 

1883. — Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  .'Supervisors 
of  Albany  County  at  their  annual  meeting,  May  8, 
1883,    ^lembers  present  : 

ALB.VNV  I  ITV. 

First  Ward,  G'-ori^e  J.  Goctz;  Second  Ward.  Thomas 
Powers;  Third  NN'.ird,  Wm.  Casey;  Fourth  Ward.  Patrick 
Cuddy  ;  Fifth  Ward,  Peter  ].  McGowan ;  Si.xtli  Ward, 
Andrew  Vanderzee;  Seventh  Ward.  Edward  Roark:  Eighth 
Ward,  Michael  J.  Hayden;  Ninth  Ward,  Daniel  I.  .\Iur]ihy; 
Tenth  Wanl,  Frederick  Stackman;  Eleventh.  Ward,  .Alfred 
Booth;  Twelfth  War-  ,  Wm.  FI.  McCall:  Thirteentli  Ward, 
•Joseph  C.  Griffin:  Fourteenth  Ward,  Robert  GL-er;  Fifteenth 
Ward,  James  Skillicorii;  Sixteenth  Ward,  Edwin  Ellis; 
Seventeenth  Ward,  Thomas  Reilly. 

cn  Y  OK  COIIOES. 

First  Ward,  Marcus  Kennedy;  Second  W.ird.  TnLman 
W.  Reynolds;  Third  Ward,  (  harles  M.  Nadeau:  Fourth 
Ward,  Jared  IE  Blair;  l  iltli  Ward,  Neil  Morns. 

TOW.NS. 

Berne,  Thomas  J.  Wood;  Bethlehem,  fnhn  L.  Winne; 
Cocymans,  Lansmg  Shear;  Guilderland,  Aaron  Fuller; 
Knox,  Ch;irles  G.  Frink;  New  Scotland,  Hiram  Becker; 


Rcns.sclaervillc,  Hercules  Sayre;  Watervlict,  Nicholas  Kane; 
Westerlo,  Anson  C.  ke([ua. 

President,  Anson  C.  Requa;  Clerk,  Thom  as  H.  Craven; 
Journal  Clerk,  John  J.  Dutiphy;  Doorkee])er,  John  J.  Mc- 
CaflVey;  County  Physician,  U.  B.  La  Moure;  Counsel  to 
Overseer  of  Poor.  George  Parr;  County  Sealer  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  Jacob  S.  Scrafford. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  held  Ma\-  24,  the 
President  announced  the  Standing  Committees. 

At  the  next  meeting.  November  14,  the  ballodng 
for  coroners'  physicians  resulted  as  follows  : 

Dr.  J.  H.  Moore,  Dr.  F.  E.  Classen,  Dr.  D.  P.  Sheveliu 
and  Dr.  G.  H.  Billings. 

The  Argus  and  Jottnuil  were  declared  as  County 
papers. 

Charles  L.  Pease  was  appointed  Committee  Clerk 
to  this  Board. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  regular  sessions  of  the 
Board  should  be  held  on  r^Iondav,  Tuesday, 
Wetinesday  and  Thursday  at  8. 15  p.  m. 

The  Clerk  presented  the  following  statement : 

The  Board  of  Equalization  of  Taxes,  in  pursuance  of 
chapter  312  of  the  laws  of  1S59.  fixed  the  aggregate  vahia- 
tion  of  property  in  Albany  County  at  thesum  01  576.442.516, 
upon  which  amovmt  a  State  tax  ut  S24S.438.1S  must  be 
levied  for  the  current  year,  commencing  October  i,  1SS3, 
as  provided  in  said  act  and  amendments  thereto,  by  chapter 
351,  laws  of  1S74,  being  3i'ifo  niills  on  the  dollar,  for  tlie 
lollowing  purposes: 

Schools   iTuinj  mills,  per  chapter  376,  laws  1883. 

General  purposes.  .  i-^if,-~  mills,  per  chapter  376,  laws  1S83. 

ForCanals  l-j^-^^  mills,  per  chapters  373,  471,  495. 

laws  1883.   

'I'o'al  3toV  nii'ls. 

The  non-resident  taxes  credited  to  the  County  for  1882 
amount  to  5273.50. 

Coroners'  Reports. — The  Second  Annual  report 
of  James  J.  McCann  gives  the  number  of  inquests 
held  by  him  during  the  years  1S82-3  to  be  44. 
The  Third  Annual  report  of  Richard  ScuUv  for 
the  same  years  shows  16  cases. 

Coroner  Thomas  Xolan  reported  12  inquests 
held  by  him  during  tlie  year  1SS3,  from  Januarv 
8  to  October  30. 

The  Third  Annual  report  of  Coroner  Peter  Lasch 
shows  that  40  inijuests  were  held  bv  him  during 
the  years  1SS2-3,  from  December  2,  1S82,  to  No- 
vember 16,  18S3. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  held  November  12 
the  President  presented  the 

Report  of  the  Committf.k  on  St.ate  Eqi  ai.iz.v 
TiON. — There  had  been  two  tables  presented  bv 
the  State  Assessors  to  the  State  Board  of  Equaliza- 
tion for  adoption,  but  neither  were  accepted.  On 
October  10  a  table  was  presented  which  was  further 
amended,  and  the  Committee  adopted  ;  it  was  as 
follows  : 

Assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  $81,604,218 

Deduction  made  from  real  estate   13,009.069 

Eiiualized  real  estate.  .  .   $68,595,149 

Personal  e-tate    7,847,367 

Total  equalized  real  and  personal,  as  corrected  $76.4.42. 5 16 

Making  a  reduction,  as  l)etween  the  tables  of 

October  4  arul  10,  of   $912,879 
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The  Clerk  presented  the  follo\ving  : 

Bonds  of  the  City  of  Albnny  to  tlie  anioutit  of  ?ioo,ooo, 
bearing  interest  nt  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent.,  ".ere  issued 
for  the  construction  of  tlie  Hi'^'li  School  ImildinL;.  tiie  prin- 
cipal of  which  is  payable  in  ten  annu.il  installments  of 
$10,000  each.  Thei  e  will  be  required  fur  the  said  annual 
payment  Sio.coo,  and  for  interest  on  bonds  51,050.  as  fol- 
lows :  Si.K  nioiitlis'  interest  "n  S20.000,  S700.  and  six  months" 
interest  on  Sio.ooo,  $350. 

The  Committek  ox  Assessment  Rolls  presentecl 
the  following  report : 

Statement  of  the  Real  and  PersotMl  Properly  of  Albanv 
County  as  Assessed  in  iSSj. 

City  of  Albany,  real  estate  $60,750,120  co 

"       "       personal   6,480,735  00 

Total  $67,230,855  00 

City  of  Cohoes,  real   $3,403,827  00 

"       "       personal   399.990  00 

Total   $3,803,817  00 

Towns,  real  estate  $20,338,235  18 

"     personal   1,107,896  00 

Total  $21,446,131  18 

Grand  total  $92,480,803  18 

■Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Equalization 
of  Taxes,  presented  the  following  report  : 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Eoard  December  7  the 
following  was  adoi)ted  : 

Resoh'ed,  That  the  rate  of  taxation  be  fixed  as  follows  for 
the  followint;  towns  and  the  City  of  Cohoes  for  the  year 
1883  on  each  Sioo  of  the  assessed  valuation  : 

Berne,  51.04:  Hethlehem,  Si. 36:  Coeynians,  Si. 42;  Guil- 
derland,  Si. 34:  Knox,  Si. 44:  New  Scotland,  82  cents: 
Kensselaerville,  86  cejits:  Westerlo,  66  cents:  Watervliet, 
1st  district,  S6  cents;  Watervliet.  2d  district.  West  Troy 
and  (jreen  Island,  78  cents:  City  of  C(vhoes,  Si. 76. 

CouxTY  Tre.xsurer's  Report. — Robert  Gallup, 
County  Treasurer  for  the  County  of  Albany,  states 
in  his  report  that  the  amount  on  hand  at  last  re- 
port was  $1,050. 53.  Tills  amount,  together  with 
all  receipts  of  the  office  fur  the  year  ending  No- 
vember 30,  1883,  amounts  to  $928,229.81.  The 
disbursements  for  the  same  time  amount  to 
$928,229,81,  including  a  balance  on  hand  of 
519,591.61. 

The  Board  adjourned  January  11,  1SS4,  after 
tendering  sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks  to  President 
Anson  C.  Requa,  and  the  Clerk,  Thomas  H. 
Craven,  who  replied  in  very  eloquent  addresses. 

18S4. — Axxt/.M.  Si'RiXG  Sessiox  held  at  their 
rooms  in  the  New  City  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Albany, 
May  13,  1884,     Members  present: 

ALBANY  CITY. 

First  Ward,  Georc;e  J.  Goetz;  Second  Ward,  Michael  J. 
Nolan;  Third  Ward,  William  Casey:  Fourth  Ward.  Patrick 
Cuddy;  Fifth  Ward,  Peter  J.  McGowan;  Sixth  Ward. 
Thomas  C.  TcfTers:  Seventh  Ward,  Marshall  Tebbutt; 
Ei.^'hth  Ward",  Michael  J.  Haydcii;  Ninth  Ward,  Wm  .  V. 
Reedy;  Tenth  Ward,  F.'-ederick  .Stackman:  Eleventh  W.ird, 
Meredith  Burke:  Twelfth  Ward,  James  J.  Wise;  Thirteenth 
Ward,  Joseph  C.  Grifhn:  Fourteenth  Ward,  Robert  Geer; 
Fifteenth  Ward,  John  T.  Brady;  ."sixteenth  Ward,  James 
.Stackhouse;  Seventeenth  Ward,  George  Holler. 


First  W.ird,  Marcus  Kennedy:  Second  Ward,  Truman  W. 
Reynold-;  Third  Ward,  Charles  .M.  Xadeau:  Fourth  Ward, 
John  P.  Weber:  Filth  Ward.  George  W.  Smith. 

TOWNS. 

Berne, Thomas  f.  Wood:  Bethlehem.  John  L.  Winne: 
Coyemans,  Richard  S.  Blodgett:  Guilderland,  Aaron  Fuller: 
Knox,  Charles  G.  Frink:  New  Scotland,  Charles  Wood; 
Rensselaerville.  Jacob  B.  Norwood:  Watervliet,  Nicholas  T. 
Kane:  Westerlo,  An?oa  C.  Requa. 

Chairman,  Anson  C.  Requa;  Clerk,  Thomas  H.  Craven; 
Journal  Clerk,  Elbert  E,  Richmond:  Doorkeeper,  Joseph 
Johnson;  Ccvmty  Phy.-ician,  Dr,  U.  P..  Fa  Moure:  Coun-el 
to  Overseer  of  Poor,  Thomas  F.  Connor:  Sealer  of  Wei'^'hts 
and  Measures,  Jacob  S.  ScrafTord. 

A  recess  was  taken  till  the  afternoon,  when  a 
joint  meeting  was  called. 

The  committee  appointed  introduced  ?Ion.  A. 
Blcecker  Banks,  Mayor,  and  Anthony  Gould, 
Recorder. 

The  Ma\  or  acted  as  Chairman  and  the  Recorder 
as  Secretary  of  the  meeting,  and  ^Ir.  T.  H.  Craven 
Clerk. 

^[r.  (Jrecr  ofi'ercd  a  resoliitifjii  in  which  the 
Superintentlent  of  the  Penitentiary  should  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  the  Board  with  copies  of  ail  con- 
tracts made  b\  him  for  the  lal)or  of  prisoners;  also 
for  coi>ies  of  contracts  made  witli  the  United  States 
and  with  counties  in  retrard  to  the  terms  on  w  hich 
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their  prisoners  are  maintained  in  that  institution, 
etc. 

It  was  also  resolved  that  the  Suporiritcndents  and  ! 
Inspectors  of  the  Penitentiary  be  and   are  pro- 
hibited from  renewing'  existing  contracts,  or  making- 
any  new  ones,  for  the  maintenance  of  j)risoners  of 
other  counties  or  of  the  United  States. 

WoRKiXG  IVIex's  AssEMiiLv. — This  organization, 
one  of  the  most  important  in  the  City  of  Albany, 
often  memorialized  the  Board  in  regard  to  matters 
touching  the  interests  of  the  laboring  classes, 
always  respectfully.  I'hey  were  always  given 
a  respectful  hearing. 

Special  Meeting. —On  August  i8  the  Board 
met  to  take  action  relative  to  the  death  of  William  j 
Casey,  Supervisor  of  the  Third  Ward,  City  of  | 
Albany.  A  committee  of  live,  consisting  of  ^Messrs.  i 
Brady,  Nolan,  Goetz.  Cudd\-  and  Stackman,  was  i 
appointed  to  draft  suitable  resolutions. 

Mr.  Bradv  addressed  the  Board  in  touching  and 
appropriate  language,  and  at  the  close  of  his  ad-  i 
dress   the  Committee  jnesented  their  resolutions,  | 
which  were  adopted.    The  address  and  resolutions  I 
are  in  every  respect  worthy  the  character  of  ]\Ir.  | 
Casey,  while  they  reflect  great  credit  upon  their 
authors  and  are  embellishments  to  the  records  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  County. 

The  Board  thereupon  adjourned. 

Regit. VP  Sfsstox  of  the  Itoard  of  Supervisors 
met  at  the  City  Hall,  November  12,  1884,  for  the 
fall  session.     All  members  present. 

The  election  of  Coroners'  Physicians  then  took 
place.    The  following  were  elected: 

Drs.  S.  C.  Healey,  Frederick  L.  Classen,  J.  PI. 
Billings,  Wm.  Plagedorn. 

County  P.\pers. — The  ballot  for  the  County 
papers  for  the  ensuing  year  resulteil  in  the  election 
of  the  Argus  and  Express. 

On  motion  the  salary  of  the  Coroners'  Physicians 
was  fixed  at  $600  per  annum,  their  term  of  office 
to  begin  N(j\ember  20,  18S4. 

Annlwl  Report  of  the  Coroners. — The  an- 
nual account  of  Michael  H.  Murray  shows  29  in- 
quests held  by  him  during  18S4;  James  C.  Mc- 
Cann  shows  28  inciuests;  Richard  Scully,  17; 
Thomas  Nolan,  9;  Peter  Lasch,  2:  tutal,  S5. 

An  Unconslitutional  La'u'  rilatiz'e  to  Grand  Jurors. 
— By  chapter  532  of  the  laws  of  1881,  an  impor- 
tant innovation  was  made  relative  to  the  selection 
of(jrand  Jurors  in  Albany  and  one  or  two  other 
cities  in  the  State.     It  provided  : 

That  the  duties  assi'^ned  the  Super  visor,  Town  Clerk  or 
Assci-iors  by  the  Revised  Statutes  in    res^ard   to  Grand 
Jurors  should  be  pcrlornied  liy  the  Recorder  of  the  City  of 
Albany.    It  provided  th.it  in  .Albany  Coiuuy  Grand  [urors 
should,  after  the  pa->ai,'e  of  that  act,  be  dr.iwn  froin  the  i 
box  containing  the  names  of  I'etic  Jurors  selected  for  said  | 
County,  in  the  same  m,ini\er  as  i'etit  Jun,.s.  and  that  there- 
after no  separate  ii->t  i>f  Grand  Jurors  .-ihould  be  preparetl 
for  said  County.    Under  this  law  a  Grand  Jury  was  drawn  1 
■which  convened  for  the  .May  Term  of  the  .VIbanv  <  )yer  and 
Terminer  for  18S2,  at  which  Term,  and  by  5,ud  (iran'd  furv,  | 
one  J.uue--  [)einpsey,  and  two  others,  were  indicted  for   i 


On  that  trial  they  were  convicted,  and  the  verdict  wa.s  ap- 
pealed from  to  the  General  Term  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
where  the  con\  iction  W.1S  attirmed.  Frona  the  judgment  of 
tlie  Supreme  Court  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  where  the  jud',^nient  of  conviction  was  set  aside 
on  sevei'al  points  raised  by  the  counsel  f. >r  the  [■>ri?oners, 
butchieliy  on  the  j^round  that  the  .Act  of  iSSi.  to  which  we 
referred,  was  unconstitutional,  in  that  the  bill  resultiiii^  in 
the  act  was  a  private  or  loc.d  bill  and  against  the  provisions 
of  .\rticlc  3,  Sec.  18,  of  the  Constitution  as  amended  No- 
vember 3,  1874,  which  provides  that  the  Letjislature  shall 
not  pass  a  private  or  local  bill  in  any  of  the  following  cases: 

«.««•*»• 

Sclccling,  Drawing,  SiiiiDiioning  or  Iinpanc!i)ig  Grand  or 
Petit  Jurors. — As  this  provision  is  qualiricd  by  Section  25 
of  the  same  article,  which  provides  : 

'■  Sections  17  and  iS  of  this  .Article  shall  not  apply  to  any 
bill  or  the  amendments  to  any  bill  which  shall  be  reported 
to  the  Legislature  by  Commissioners  who  have  been  .ip- 
pointed  pursuant  to  law  to  revise  the  Statutes  ;  that  the 
Statutes  show  that  there  had  been  no  such  officers  as  '  Com- 
missioners who  had  been  appointed  pursuant  to  law  to  re- 
vise the  Statutes'  subsequent  to  May  i,  1S7S,  and,  there- 
fore, said  chapter  532  could  not  have  been  reported  as  pro- 
vided lor  in  said  section  25  ;  " 

The  counsel  for  the  defendants,  Mr.  E.  J.  Meegan, 
brought  all  the  Acts  of  1S70,  1S73,  1874,  1S76  and  1S77  in 
regard  to  the  amendment  of  the  Code  and  of  the  various 
constitutional  amendments  touching  the  Political  Code,  the 
i'enal  Code,  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  and  the  Civil  Code 
into  consideration  against  the  constitutionality  of  the  .Act  of 
iSSi,  to  which  we  ha\e  alluded,  and,  as  \i  e  have  said,  the 
.Act  in  regard  to  the  drawing  of  Grand  Jurors  in  the  County 
of  Albany  was  declared  unconstitutional.  It  therefore  be- 
came the  duty  of  the  Supervisors  of  Albany  Comity  tor  1S84 
to  select  Grand  Jurors  for  the  then  ensuing  year,  under  the 
general  law,  which  ret[uires  that  the  Board  shall  prepare  a 
list  of  300  men  between  the  ages  of  twenty-one  and  sixty, 
owners  of  real  estate  either  in  their  own  names  or  in  that  of 
their  wives,  or  assessed  on  personal  property  for  at  least 
the  sum  of  S250,  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  or  ward  in 
which  they  were  selected. 

The  importance  of  the  foregoing  to  this  work,  and  to  the 
general  reader,  will  be  appreciated.  We  have  presented 
the  subject  at  some  length,  because  it  is  not  only  one  of  the 
most  interesting  but  important  matters  lound  in  the  history 
of  Supervisors  of  Albany  County. 

Citizens'.Vssociation  of  Albany. — We  have  occa- 
sionally alluded  to  this  highly  important  organiza- 
tion. It  is  proper  to  add  that  it  has  been  engaged  for 
some  years,  with  the  assistance  of  counsel,  in  the 
examination  of  County  charges,  and  the  legal 
grounds  and  authority  for  the  same. 

The  citizens  comprising  this  association  have 
always  been  of  the  highest  standing.  A  careful  ex- 
amination of  their  work  in  regard  to  bills,  especiallv 
their  work  for  18S4,  convinces  us,  as  it  would  all 
who  examine  it,  of  the  great  value  and  usefulness 
to  the  County  of  this  association,  and  the  conscien- 
tious manner  in  which  they  di.^charged  their  duty. 
The  Executive  Committee  of  it  for  1884  were  Mar- 
cus T.  Hun,  C.  P.  Williams  and  Mathew  Plale. 

Increased  Valu.vtion  of  Real  1!state. — The 
Committee  appointed  to  appear  before  the  State 
Board  of  Equalization  in  behalf  of  the  interests  of 
-\lbany  County  reported  that  the  total  increased 
assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  of  the  State  for  the 
\ear  1883  was  5111,954,771,  of  which  Albany's 
portion  Would  be  83.000,246.  This,  assuming 
the  equalization  of  1883  correct,  would  have  made 
theecp-iahzation  of  1SS4  as  follows  : 
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their  prisoners  arc  maintained  in  that  institution, 
etc. 

It  was  also  resolved  that  the  Superintendents  and 
Inspectors  of  the  Penitentiary  be  and  are  pro- 
hibited from  renewinii:  existins^  contracts,  or  niakinij 
any  new  ones,  for  the  maintenance  of  i)ri3oners  of 
other  counties  or  of  the  United  States. 

WoRKixG  IMf.n's  AssF.Miii.Y. — This  organization, 
one  of  the  most  important  in  the  City  of  Albany, 
often  memorialized  the  Board  in  regard  to  matters 
touching  the  interests  of  the  laboring  clas.ses, 
always  respectfully.  Ihcy  were  always  given 
a  respectful  hearing. 

Special  Meeting. — On  August  i8  the  Board 
met  to  take  action  relative  to  the  death  of  William 
Casey,  Supervisor  of  the  Third  Ward,  City  of 
Albany.  A  committee  of  live,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Brady,  Nolan,  Goetz.  Cuddy  and  Stackman,  was 
appointed  to  draft  suitable  resolutions. 

Mr.  Brady  addressed  the  Board  in  touching  and 
appropriate  language,  and  at  the  close  of  his  ad- 
dress the  Con"imittee  [^resented  their  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted.  The  address  and  resolutions 
are  in  every  respect  worthy  the  character  of  Mr. 
Casey,  while  they  reflect  great  credit  upon  their 
authors  and  are  embellishments  to  the  records  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  County. 

The  Board  thereupon  adjourned. 

Regular  Session-  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
met  at  the  City  Hall,  November  12,  18S4,  for  the 
fall  session.     All  members  present. 

The  elecdon  of  Coroners'  Physicians  then  took 
place.    The  following  were  elected: 

Drs.  S.  C.  Healey,  Frederick  L.  Classen,  J.  PI. 
Billings,  Wm.  Plagedorn. 

County  P.vpers. — The  balhit  for  the  County 
papers  for  the  ensuing  year  resultetl  in  the  election 
of  the  Argus  and  Express. 

On  motion  the  salary  of  the  Coroners'  Physicians 
was  fixed  at  $600  per  annum,  their  term  of  office 
to  begin  November  20,  1884. 

Annual  Report  oe  the  Coroners. — The  an- 
nual account  of  ^lichael  H.  Murray  shows  29  in- 
quests held  by  him  during  1884;  James  C.  Mc- 
Cann  shows  28  iniiuests;  Richaril  Scully,  17; 
Thomas  Nolan,  9;  Peter  Lasch,  2;  total,  85. 

An  Unconslitulional  Laio  relative  to  Grand  Jurors. 
— By  chapter  532  of  the  laws  of  1881,  an  impor- 
tant innovation  was  made  relative  to  the  selection 
of  (jrand  Jurors  in  Albany  and  one  or  two  other 
cities  in  the  State.     It  provided  : 

That  the  duties  as5i'.j»ed  the  Supervisor.  Town  Clerk  or 
Assessors  by  the  Revised  Slatutes  in  regard  to  Grand 
Jurors  should  lie  pertorined  by  the  Recorder  of  the  City  of 
Albany.  It  jjrovided  that  in  .Albany  County  Orand  Jurors 
should,  after  the  pas>ai,'e  of  that  act,  be  drawn  froin  the 
box  containing  the  names  of  Petit  Juror-j  selected  for  said 
County,  in  the  same  m.uiner  as  I'etit  Tun,.s.  and  that  there- 
after nfi  separate  list  of  (Iraiid  Junjrs  should  be  prepared 
for  said  County.  Under  this  law  a  (Jraiid  Jury  was  drawn 
which  convened  fur  the  .May  Term  of  the  Alb.iny  <  )yer  and 
Terminerfor  i8S2,  at  which  Term,  and  by  said  (Irand  fury, 
one  J.iiue--  Oempsey,  aiid  two  (.thers,  were  indicted  for — '— 
IG 


I  On  that  trial  they  were  convicted,  and  the  verdict  \\  as  ap- 
I  pealeil  from  to  the  General  Term  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
wliere  the  conviction  was  at'tirmed.  From  the  judfimcnt  of 
'  the  Supreme  Court  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  where  the  jud^jment  of  conviction  was  set  aside 
on  several  puints  raised  by  the  counsel  for  the  prisoners, 
butchielly  on  the  ijround  that  the  Act  of  iSSi.  to  which  we 
relerred,  was  unconstitutional,  in  tliat  the  bill  resultin;;  in 
the  act  was  a  private  or  local  bdl  and  against  the  provisions 
of  Article  3.  Sec.  18,  of  the  Constitution  as  amended  No- 
ven\ber  3,  1874,  which  proN  ide-;  that  the  I,et;islature  shall 
not  pass  a  private  or  local  bill  in  any  of  the  fuUowing  cases: 

»«««*«•• 

Sitt'c/iitg,  Drawing,  Suiniiioning  or  Impanding  Grand  or 
Petit  yurors. — As  this  provision  is  qualified  by  Section  25 
of  the  same  article,  which  provides  : 

'•  Sections  17  and  18  of  this  Article  shall  not  apply  to  any 
bill  or  the  amendments  to  any  bill  which  shall  be  reported 
to  the  Legislature  by  Commissioners  who  have  t>een  ap- 

I  pointed  pursuant  to  law  to  revise  ihe  Statutes  ;  that  the 
Statutes  show  that  there  had  been  no  such  olticers  as  •  Com- 
missioners who  had  been  appointed  pursuant  to  law  to  re- 

:   vise  the  Statutes'  subsequent  to  May  i,  1S7S,  and,  there- 

I   fore,  said  chapter  532  could  not  have  been  reported  as  pro- 

j   vided  for  in  said  section  25  ;  " 

The  counsel  for  the  defendants,  Mr.  E.  J.  Meegan. 
brought  all  the  Acts  of  1S70,  1S73.  1874,  1876  and  1877  in 
regard  to  the  amendment  of  the  Code  and  of  the  various 
constitutional  amendments  touching  the  Political  Code,  the 
Penal  Code,  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  and  the  Civil  Code 
into  consideration  against  the  constitutionality  of  the  Act  of 
iSSi,  to  which  we  ha\e  alluded,  and,  as  we  have  said,  tlie 
Act  in  regard  to  the  drawing  of  Grand  Jurors  in  the  C(.aiuy 
of  Albany  was  declared  unconstitutional.  It  therefore  be- 
came the  duty  of  the  Supervisors  of  Albany  County  tor  1SS4 
to  select  Grand  furors  for  th.e  then  ensuing  year,  under  the 
general  law.  which  ret[uires  that  the  Board  shall  prepare  a 
list  of  300  men  between  the  ages  <jf  twenty-one  and  sixtv. 
owners  of  real  estate  either  in  their  own  names  or  iji  th.it  of 
their  wives,  or  assessed  on  personal  property  for  at  least 
the  sum  of  S250,  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  or  ward  in 
which  they  were  selected. 

The  importance  of  the  foregoing  to  this  work,  and  to  the 
general  reader,  will  be  appreciated.  We  have  presented 
the  subject  at  some  length,  because  it  is  not  only  one  of  the 
most  interesting  but  important  matters  lound  in  the  history 
of  Supervisors  of  Albany  County. 

Citizens"  Association  of  Albany. — We  have  occa- 
sionally alluded  to  this  highly  important  organiza- 
tion. It  is  proper  to  add  that  it  has  been  engaged  for 
some  years,  with  the  assistance  of  counsel,  in  the 
examination  of  County  charges,  and  the  legal 
grounds  and  authority  for  the  same. 

The  ciuzens  comprising  this  association  have 
always  been  of  the  highest  standing.  .-V  careful  ex- 
amination of  their  work  in  regard  to  bills,  especiallv 
their  work  for  18S4,  convinces  us.  as  it  would  ail 
who  examine  it,  of  the  great  value  and  usefulness 
to  the  County  of  this  association,  and  the  conscien- 
tious manner  in  wiiich  they  discharged  their  duty. 
The  F.xecutive  Committee  of  it  for  1SS4  were  Mar- 
cus T.  Hun,  C.  P.  Williams  and  ^Nlathew  Hale. 

Increased  Vali  ation  of  Real  I'.state. — The 
Committee  appointed  to  appear  before  the  State 
Board  of  E(jualization  in  behalf  of  the  interests  of 
j  Albany  County  reported  that  the  total  increased 
1  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  of  the  State  for  the 
year  18S3  '''■'^^  J^i  1 1.954- 77';  of  wliich  Albany  s 
I  portion  Would  be  $3,000,246.    This,  assuming 
•  the  equalization  fjf  1883  correct,  would  have  made 
I  the  equalization  of  1884  as  follows  : 


:'.  - .   ■  ;M  •  '/ 1  .Ifu  i 

'  ■'I.-;  .;■  ..;!  i           -..-y..  ■  ^  ;i  Ml,-;,' 

'  -•'  ''  ■         '  .'  ■  ■  ■  ■.;    '-J  ui  j:;^ 

■       ■                      '.■              -             ,•  r  ,  (-,, 

-       ■     ;     -   'v...-     ......              .        ..  ^:  ■   ,);.  ^|y,f;;|.^ 

>.';.    ■       ,            ^  .    ,       ■    -  ,  -  ■ 

■  I-   .1.:  ^' 

'           i;::;      ^  -j::;.  j;.*;  ^-s- ..fi:,;; 

.....  '     .■^'-r'A/.A  i  !M;  .!,;■•;■■!:■.  "l:^ 
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Equali/ation  of  real  estate  for  18S3  $68,595,149 

To  which  add  above  increase   3,000,246 

Equalization  made  by  State  Hoard.  1884  71,273,649 

Reduction  on  equali/ation  for  1SS4   5321,749 

i\Iaking  the  following-  statement  oi'  Albaiay 
County  for  the  year  1SS4  : 

Equalized  valuation  of  real  estate   <?7 1.273,649 

To  which  add  personal  property   7,558,621 


^78,832,270 

While  the  foregoing  statement  is.  to  some  ex- 
tent, gratifying,  yet  it  does  not  measure  out  to  Al- 
bany County  that  degree  of  justice  to  which  it  is 
entided. 

Assessment  of  Property,  1SS4. — At  a  meeting 
of  the  Board,  December  2,  I\[r.  Brady,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Assessments,  presented  a  state- 
ment of  the  real  and  personal  property  in  the 
County  of  Albany,  as  assessed  in  1884  : 


City  of  Albany,  real   $60,961,465  00 

"  "        personal   6.339.417  00 


Total  

  $67,300,882  00 

  $3,580,205  00 

  394,120  00 

  $21,900,250  29 

Total  

  $23,467,804  23 

  S94,743,oii  23 

Equalized  Valuation.  —  On  December  4.  Mr. 
Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  E(|ualization  of 
Taxes,  presented  a  statement  exhibiting  the 
equalized  valuation  of  the  County  of  Albany  for 


the  year  1S84: 

City  of  Albany,  real  estate   $51,993,990 

"  "        personal   *''339,4i7 

Total   558.333-407 

Cohoes,  real  estate   $10,080,177 

"       personal   394,120 

•\   

Total   $10,474,297 

This  amount,  with  the  real  and  personal  pro;ierty 
of  the  towns,  which  comprised  the  value  of  301,- 
328^  acres,  amounted  to: 

Total  real  estate   $86,450,920  29 

"    personal   8,292,090  94 


Grand  total   $94,743,011  23 


Albert  Gallup,  County  Treasurer,  presented  the 
following  communication  to  the  President  of  the 
Board  :  ' 

"The  following  balances  arc  due  the  Cotinty  of 
.\lbany,  Dec.  4,  1884,  as  shown  by  the  books  in 
the  Treasurer's  oflice  :" 


City  of  Albany   582,593  12 

"        Cohoes    5, 102  65 

Town  of  I'lernc     4,237  13 

"          ISetlilchem   389  53 

"         Coeymans   i,055  04 

"         Guilderland   2S8  47 

"         Knox   35  90 

"          New  Scotland   146  85 

Rensselaerville   3,536  76 

"          Westcrlo   662  12 


598,047  57 

Town  of  \N  atcrvlict  has  a  credit  balance   260  14 


Leaving  amount  due  county   $97,778  43 


R.\.TE  OF  Tax.\tion  of  City  of  Albany'. — The 
rate  of  taxation  for  the  City  of  Albany  was  fixed  as 
follows  upon  each  .^100  of  the  assessed  valuation 
for  City  and  County  purposes: 

City  of  Albany,  for  that  portion  added  to  the  city  in 
1870,  ?l.03;  portion  west  of  Allen  street,  SI. 04:  remainder 
of  city,  S2.04:  corporations  which  pav  State  tax  to  Comp- 
troller, 81.78^4:. 

The  rate  of  taxation  fixed  for  the  town  of  Water- 
vliet  for  1884  on  each  Sioo  of  assessed  valuation: 

Watervliet,  First  Di.-trict.  72c.:  Watervlict,  Second 
District,  West  Troy,  Green  Island,  75c. 

treasurer's  report. 

The  Treasurer's  report  of  the  County  for  the 
year  ending  Nov.  29,  18S4,  shows  the  re- 
ceipts in  his  oftice  to  have  been   $903,149  38 

Disbursements   903,149  38 

Balance  on  hand   $18,597  86 

.BfKiAL  AND  Headstones  for  Soldiers. — On 
January  11,  1884,  the  Board  adopted  a  res'ilution 
requiring  the  Clerk  to  keep  an  account  of  the 
amount  paid  for  the  burial  and  for  headstones  for 
deceased  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  under  section  4, 
chapter  354,  laws  of  1SS4.  In  pursuance  of  said 
resolution  and  said  law,  the  Treasurer  presented  a 
very  interesting  and  extended  report  showing  the 
number  of  soldiers  who  had  died  in  the  County  of 
Albany  during  the  }ear  1S84,  the  name  of  each 
soldier,  the  company  ami  regiinent  to  which  he 
belonged,  his  age,  time  and  place  of  death,  the 
amount  of  expenses  paid  for  burial  and  to  whom 
paid.  The  report  shows  the  number  of  soldiers 
who  died  in  the  County  during  the  year  to  be  46. 
The  burial  expenses  of  each  soldier  was  S3-.  The 
total  amount  paid  for  these  burials  during  the 
year  was  $1,600. 

PRESERVATION   OF    PUBLIC    RKCOROS    AND  Br,OKS. 

On  Dec.  17,  1SS4,  Wm.  D.  Strevell,  Clerk  of 
the  County,  presented  an  interesting  communica- 
tion to  the  Board,  stating  that  a  quantitv  of  v.ilua- 
ble  record  books  removed  from  the  City  Hall  at 
the  time  of  the  fire  were  scattered  over  the  lloi>r  in 
a  confused  condition  in  one  of  the  rooms  in  the 
tower  of  the  new  City  Hall,  where  they  had  been 
placed  after  its  completi<jn.  The  communication 
also  showed  tiuit  further  neglect  would  be  highly 
injurious  to  them;  that  ^fes-;rs.  Wheeler  B.  Melius 
and  Daniel  Casey,  long  familiar  with  the  records 
of  the  County  Clerk's  ollicc,  had  offered  to  arrange 
the  papers,  records  and  books  for  the  sum  ff  $i,OGO; 
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and  it  was  strongly  recommended  that  the  sum  be  i 
appropriated  for  that  purpose.  j 
The  Citizens'  Association  havinu:  examined  the  i 
records  referred  to  in  the  communication,  Hon.  J.  : 
Howard  King,  President  of  the  -\ssociation, 
indorsed  the  said  communication,  whereupon  it 
was  adopted  by  the  Board  by  a  vote  of  24  a\'es  to  ' 
I  no. 

It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  at  this  writing,  ■ 
March  11,  1SS5,  the  work  referred  to  in  this  com- 
munication, important  and  difficult  as  it  was,  has 
been  completed  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner,  and 
the  books,  papers  and  records  are  easily  accessible 
to  all  parties  desiring  to  examine  them.  1 

The  last  proceedings  of  the  Board  which  we  have  I 


been  able  to  obtain  were  under  date  of  Dec.  iS, 
1S84,  which  includes  the  above. 

Thus  we  conclude  our  history  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  of  the  County  of  Albany,  embracing  a 
period  of  over  a  century  and  a  half.  Notv/ith- 
standing  the  difiiculties  we  have  encountered  in 
obtaining  a  regular  line  of  records  by  lapse  ot 
time,  and  the  destruction  of  some  by  fire,  we  feel 
it  is  not  atTectation  to  say  that  through  the  courte- 
ous aid  of  the  custodian  of  papers  and  documents, 
and  of  the  generosity  of  private  citizens  and  former 
officials  who  have  valuable  documents,  we  have 
been  able  to  present  a  history  which  must  be  of 
much  value  and  interest  to  the  people  of  the 
County. 


THE  BENCH  AND  BAR, 
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ALBANY  has  long  been  the  seat  of  the  law-mak- 
ing power  of  the  State  ;  here  the  great  courts 
of  dernier  ressort  have  held  their  sittings  since  the 
adoption  of  the  first  constitudon.  Here,  too,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  presided  over  by  the 
ablest  jurists  in  the  nation,  has  held  its  regular  terms, 
from  1777  down  to  18S5.  Here,  also,  for  nearly  two 
centuries,  other  important  courts  have  pronounced 
the  laws. 

Among  the  judges  and  lawyers  who  have  con- 
ducted these  courts  "  there  have  been  many  diver- 
sities of  talents  and  abilities,  d'here  have  been 
those  of  the  Bar  who  were  listened  to  wholly  for 
their  intellectual  qualities,  for  the  wit  or  the  wis- 
dom, the  learning  or  the  {;hilosoph}-,  which  charac- 
terized their  efforts.  There  have  been  those  whose 
main  attraction  was  a  curious  felicity  and  facility  of 
illustration  and  description,  adorned  by  the  richest 
gems  which  could  be  gadicred  by  historical  re- 
search or  classic  study.  There  have  been  those  to 
whom  the  charms  of  manner,  the  graces  of  elocu- 
tion and  the  melody  of  voice  were  the  all-sufficient 
recommendation  to  applause.  There  have  been 
those  who  owed  their  success  more  to  opportunity 
and  occasion,  to  some  stirring  theme  or  some  ex- 
ciung  emergency,  than  to  any  peculiar  attributes 
of  their  own.  And  we  may  sa}'  thit  there  have 
been  those  who  combined  in  a  large  degree  all  of 
these  qualities." 


LiOCTl  >K,  Esq.  : 

\  In  writing  the  history  of  the  Bench  and  Bar  of 
;  Albany  County  one  feels  as  though  he  was  writing 
the  Bench  and  Bar  of  the  State  itself,  such  is  the 
:  commanding  influence  they  have  had  and  still  have 
,  in  legal  history.  In  entering  on  our  duty  we  shall 
,  begin  with  the  first  organization  of  courts  of  justice 
;   in  the  county. 

EARLY  COURTS. 

Courts  of  justice  were  organized  in  the  colony 
of  New  York  by  the  English,  under  the  authority 
of  the  code  known  as  the  "  Duke's  Laws."  The 
I   principal  courts  were,  at  first,  the  Court  of  Sessions 
I  and  Town  Courts,  but  very  soon  after  authority  was 
I  gi'-en  for  the  organization  of  Courts  of  Oyer  and 
I   Terminer.   The  Dutch  Court  of  Burgomasters  and 
■  Schepens  was  changed  to  Mayor's  Court. 
I      The  above  comprised  what  may  be  called  the 
i   first  judicial  system,  which  existed  from  1665  to 
•   1683;  we  do  not  find  the  record  of  any  Court  of 
( >ver  anii  Terminer,  or  of  Court  of  Sessions,  or  of 
.  Town  Courts,  that  were  held  in  the  Count}'  of 
Albany  during  this  period. 

The  second  judicial  system  existed  from  i6Sj  to 
i6gi.    The  Town  or  Justices'  Courts,  Court  of 
!  Sessions  and  ot  Oyer  and  1  erminer  were  continued, 
and  a  Court  of  Chancery  established. 

The  third  judicial  system  was  inaugurated  in 
I  169 1,  and  continued  during  the  colonial  period. 
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It  preserves  the  courts  previously  est.iblished.  and 
added  for  the  first  titne  a  Coi  rt  of  Common  Pleas 
and  a  Si  prf.mf.  Coi  rt. 

The  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  was  made  a 
criminal  side  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as  it  is  now  of 
the  present  Supreme  or  Circuit  Court.   We  find  no  | 
record  of  the  proceedings  of  any  of  those  courts  j 
of  the  County  of  Albany  during  this  period  of  any 
importance,   e.xcepting   the   Court   of  Common 
Pleas,  and  some  proceedings  of  a  Court  of  Sessions  i 
that  seems  to  have  existed.    There  was,  during  j 
this  period,  a  Mayor's  Court  in  the  City  of  Albany 
having  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction,  composed  of 
the  [Mayor  and  Aldermen. 

In  16S3  an  act  was  passed  ''to  settle  courts  of 
justice,"  which  directed  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Ter-  : 
miner  to  be  held  in  the  respective  counties  of  the  j 
province,  composed  of  one  judge,  assisted  by  four  ' 
justices  of  the  peace  of  each  county. 

In  the  City  of  New  York  and    the  City  of 
Albany,   the  Mayor,    Recorder  and  four  Alder- 
men   were     associated  with   the  judge.  This 
court  had  jurisdiction  over  all  capital  criminal 
causes,  trials  at  common  law.    It  had  appellate  ! 
jurisdiction  of  five  pounds  or  upward  ;  the  au-  j 
thority  for  holding  the  court  was  derived  from  the  i 
Provincial  Governor  ;  the  court  was  abolished  ^lav 
6,  1 69 1.    Though  this  court  held  its  sittings  regu- 
larly at  Albany,  no  record  of  any  importance  can 
be  found  of  them. 

Coi'RX.OF  Sessions. — In  16S3  an  act  was  passed 
directing  that  a  Court  of  Sessions  be  held,  by  three 
justices  of  the  peace,  in  each  of  the  twelve  counties 
of  the  province,  as  follows:  In  Xew  York  four  times, 
in  Albany  three  times,  and  in  the  remainder  of  the 
counties  twice  in  each  year.    In  the  Citv  of  New 
York  this  court  was  held  by  the  Mayor  and  four 
Aldermen.    In  the  City  of  Albany  it  was  held  by 
the  Mayor  and  the  Justices  of  the  Peace.     It  deter- 
mined all  causes,  civil  and  criminal,  by  a  jury;  but 
actions  e.xceeding  five  pounds  could  be  removed,  i 
upon  application,  to  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Termi-  i 
ner.    Its  officers  were  a  marshal,  a  crier  and  a  j 
clerk.  I 

We  find  a  record  of  a  Court  of  Sessions  held  at 
Albany  in  171 7,  as  follows  : 

"At  a  Court  of  Sessions,  held  in  the  City  j 
Hall  of  Albany,  this  4th  day  of  January,  j 
171 7. 

"  Present — Robt.  Livingston,  Jr. ,  Esq.,  J/nor." 

Here  follow  the  names  of  eight  Justices  of  the  i 
Peace  who  were  associated  with  the  Mayor  in  j 
holding  the  Court.  | 


"The  Court  ojiencil  and  the  Grand  Jury  called, 
who  were  sworn.  ' 

There  were  fifteen  Grand  Jurors  present,  and 
Richard  Kitchner  was  made  foreman. 

"  The  Grand  Jury  being  sworn  and  charge 
given,  the  Court  adjourned  until  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.  , 

"  The  Court  opened  according  to  adjournment. 
The  Sheriff  moves  that  Ruben  Veghts,  who  was 
summoned  for  a  Grand  Jur}'mari,  may  be  amerced 
for  not  appearing,  who  is  hereby  amerced  accord- 
ingly. 

"The  Court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning."' 

The  record  shows  that  the  Court  met  according 
to  adjournment  the  next  morning. 

"The  Sheriff  moves  that  Daniel  Kitchner,  who 
was  a  constable  of  Half  Moon  li-  Schatkook,  may 
be  amerced  13  18  for  not  appearing  and  attending 
this  Court,  which  was  granted  accordingly.  " 

The  Court  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

It  appears  that  no  business  was  transacted  at 
this  Court  except  opening  it,  calling,  charging  and 
swearing  the  Grand  Jury,  and  amercing  one  juror 
and  a  constable  for  non-attendance. 

The  next  Court  was  held  on  the  first  day  of 
October,  171 7,  but  no  particular  business  was, 
transacted  except  organizing  the  Grand  Jurv. 

"At  a  Court  of  Sessions,  held  in  die  City 
Hall  of  Albany,  th's  4th  day  of  October, 
1721. 

"  Present— Myndert  Schuyler,  Esq.,  Mayor, 
and  twelve  Justices. 

"  Conradt  Borghgaert  and  Elias  Van  Schaiek, 
being  called  to  appear  to  answer  to  the  indictment 
brought  against  them  by  the  Grand  Jury  for  steal- 
ing potatoes,  they  both  appear.  The  indict- 
ment was  read  to  them  and  asked  whether  they 
were  guilty  or  not  guilty.  They  plead  not  guilty. 
The  Petit  Jury  was  called  and  sworn.  Four  wit- 
nesses were  sworn.  The  Jury  went  out  and  a 
constable  was  sworn  to  keep  them.  The  jurv  re- 
turn and  find  Conradt  Borghgaert  and  Elias  Van 
Schaick  not  guilty. 

SINGIL.VR  JIT).;  ME  NT. 

"  Mr.  Collins.  .Attorney  for  the  King,  mo\es  that 
they  be  discharged,  paying  costs  of  suit ;  the  Court 
give  judgment  for  costs  accordingly.'' 

The  Colonial  Courts  had  a  singular  way  of  con- 
ducting business.  Here  were  two  persons  indicted 
for  stealing,  who  plead  not  guilty  :  were  brought 
to  trial  before  a  jury,  who  preaiounced  them  not 
guilty  ;  whereupon  tlic  Attorney  for  his  Majesty 
the  King  of  England  moves   that  they  be  dis- 
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charged,  payiiv^  the  costs  of  their  trial,  and  the  j 
Court  directed  a  juds^ment  to  be  enteretl  against  j 
them  for  the  costs  accordin^rly,  alth<iu,u;h  found  in-  | 
nocent  of  any  crime.    The  question  occurs  to  us, 
what  would  have  been  their  fate  hatl  they  been 
found  guilty  ? 

We  find  the  following  entry  in  the  records 
of  the  Court  of  Sessions,  held  on  the  6th  day  of 
June,  1722  : 

"The  Grand  Jury  sent  in  a  presentment  against 
Jacob  \'osburgh,'  Esq.,  for  giving  a  judgment 
which  was  not  in  his  power,  concerning  a  cow,  the 
goods  of  John  Bernhard. 

"Entered,  that  Peter ^'an  Buren,  Esq.,  acquaint 
Jacob  Vosburgh,  Esq.,  of  the  presentment  brought 
against  him,  concerning  the  judgment,  that  he  had 
no  business  to  give,  that  he  may  appear  at  next 
Court  of  Sessions  to  make  answer  to  ye  same. 

The  following  subpcena  was  issued  in  the  case  of  a 
negro  woman,  named  Nan,  arrested  for  willfully  set- 
ting on  fire  and  burning  the  stable  of  Johanis  Wen- 
dell, of  the  City  of  Albany  : 

"  City  and  County  of  Albany,  ss. : 

"  George,  By  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain, 
France  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faiih, 

&C. 

"To  Eliza  Lansing  and  Hendric  Ten  Eyck.  We 
command  you  and  every  of  you  that,  all  and  sin- 
gular, your  business  set  aside,  and  all  excuses  ceas- 
ing, you  and  every  of  you,  in  your  proper  persons, 
be  and  appear  before  our  Court  of  Sessions  of  tlie 
City  and   County  of  Albany,   in  the  City  Hall  i 
therein,  on  the  third  day  of  this  instant  July,  at  one  | 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  to  testify  all  ! 
and  singular,  those  thincfs  which  vouoranv  of\'ou  I 
of  your  knowledge  or  notice  may  know  in  a  certain  { 
cause  now  depending  before  the  said  Court,  and  on  i 
behalf  of  his  ^lajest}",  by  bill  or  information,  against  | 
a  negro  woman,  of  Abraham  Kip,  of  the  city,  called 
'Nan,'   on    suspicion  of  burning  the  stable  of 
Johanis  Wendell,  of  the  said  city.    And  of  thisyou  ] 
and  every  one  of  you  must  by  no  means  omit,  un- 
der penalty  of  100. 

"  Dated,  in  Albany,  the  secoml  day  of  July,  in  the 
eighth  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  A.  D.  1722. 

"  Per  cura,  . 
"Philip  Livingston." 

severe  pinishme.vt. 
The  negro  woman  Nan  was  brought  t<>  trial 
at  the  time  mentioned  in  the  sa'd  sulipa-na,  and  | 
was   convicted  of  burning  the  biTikling  therein  I 
named,  whereupon  the  following  sentence  was  pro- 
nounced : 


"  It  having  been  adjudged  that  the  said  negnj 
woman,  called  'Xan,'  is  guilty  of  the  crime 
charged  against  her ;  she  shall,  therefore,  within  the 
space  of  ten  days,  be  whipped  behind  a  cart,  on 
the  naked  back,  twenty  lashes,  round  this  city,  at 
the  places  following  :  Before  the  City  Hall  :  at  the 
corner  of  the  house  of  Jobs.  Teller  ;  at  the  corner 
of  the  house  of  Jacob  Yetts,  Jun.  ;  at  the  corner 
of  the  house  of  Jobs.  Ten  Broek  ;  before  the  gate 
of  John  Wendell,  and  before  the  gate  of  Anthony 
Van  Schaack,  double  the  la.shes  ;  then  at  the  cor- 
ner of  the  house  of  Stephanis  Groesbeck  ;  at  the  cor- 
ner of  the  hou.se  of  Jan  Jans  Bleeker ;  at  the 
corner  of  the  house  of  Johs.  Bleeker,  Jun.  :  at  the 
corner  of  the  house  of  Philip  Livingston  ;  at  the 
corner  of  the  house  of  John  ]Manse  ;  at  the  corner 
of  the  house  of  the  widow  of  John  Dircks  ;  at  the 
corner  of  the  house  of  Jacob  Lansing  ;  at  the  cor- 
ner of  the  house  of  Johs.  Dangler  ;  at  the  comer  of 
the  house  of  Anna  Mary  Carnisic  ;  at  the  Great 
Bridge,  and  then  at  the  City  Hall,  five  lashes  ;  after 
that  to  be  imprisoned  for  the  space  of  one  year, 
unless  her  master  will  enter  into  bond  and  suffi- 
cient security  to  e.xport  her  out  of  this  province, 
and  pay  the  charge  of  her  imprisonment. 

"  Copy  of  this  judgment  given  to  a  constable  to 
be  executed. " 

RF.FUS.\L  TO  DRINK  THE  ROY.VL  FA.MILY's  HEALTH. 

At  a  Court  of  Sessions  held  in  the  City  of  Albany, 
at  the  City  Plall,  on  the  4th  day  of  August,  1722, 
the  Grand  Jury  sent  up  the  following  presentment  : 

"The  jurors  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King, 
impaneled  and  sworn  to  enquire  for  the  body  of 
the  City  and  County  of  Albany,  on  their  oath  pre- 
sent Phihp  Vcrplanck,  of  the  City  of  Albany,  sur- 
veyor, for  that  he,  the  said  Verplanck,  on  the  2Sth 
day  of  ]\Iay  last,  without  the  gates  of  the  said  city, 
at  a  bonfire,  did  make  disturbance,  and  hindered 
IVIyndert  Schuyler,  Esq.,  one  of  his  Majesty's 
Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  said  city  and  county, 
in  drinking  the  health  of  the  Royal  Family  at  the 
said  bonfire. 

"(Signed)       Johs.  ]\Iani3ael,  Foreman.  " 

The  following  entry  was  made,  at  a  subsequent 
day  of  said  term,  and  the  case  was  thus  disposed 
of  : 

"Philip  Verplanck,  of  this  city,  who  was  bound 
over  to  apfiear  at  this  Court  by  recognizance,  being 
called  and  appeared  ;  ordered  that  he  be  discharged 
on  paying  the  fees." 

There  are  some  records  of  the  Colonial  Court  of 
Sessions  missing  after  the  term  of  the  Court  held 
January  8,  1723  ;  but  it  continued  to  hold  its  reg- 
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ular  sessions  down  to  1775,  v\  hcn  it  was  discon-  ! 
tinued  by  the  opening  scenes  of  the  Revolution.  I 

THf:  I\Iayok's  Court  of  Albany,  to  which  we  i 
have  referred,  was  a  very  important  tribunal:  there 
exists  a  pretty  full  record  of  its  proceedings  in 
Albany,  entitled,  "  Miuules  0/ the  Mayor  s  Court  of 
Albany."   Many  persons  are  inclined  to  the  opinion, 
from  some  of  the  entries  in  these  records,  that  it  1 
had  the  jurisdiction  and  was  a  court  of  sessions:  i 
we  find  no  other  record  of  a  court  of  sessions  of 
that  period.  | 

In  16S6  Albany  was  incorp'jraled  as  a  city,  and 
provisions  were  made  for  holding  a  Mayor's  Court 
three  times  a  year.   The  INIayor.  Recorder  and  four 
Aldermen  were  associated  with  the  judge  in  holding  \ 
the  Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer.     We  shall  give  ' 
some  of  the  proceedings  of  this  court  hereafter.  | 

The  Supreme  Court  was  originally  established  , 

in  this  State  by  Act  of  the  Colonial  Legislature,  : 
May  6,  1691,  and  continued  by  limitation  to  169S; 

after  this  it  was  continued  by  proclamation,  and  1 
finally  by  ordinance  of  the  Governor-General  and 

Council,  dated  May  15,  1699.  ! 

It  was  empowered  to  try  all  cases,  civil  or  crimi-  \ 

nal,  with  jurisdiction  and  procedure  like  the  Eng-  \ 
lish  courts  of  King's  Bench,  Common  Pleas  and 
Exchequer,  and  was  possessed  of  all  the  powers  of 

those  courts  ;  but  it  had  no  equity  side.    By  a  sub-  , 

sequent  act  of  the  General  Assembly  the  judges  ! 

were  made  Judges  of  Nisi  Prius,  and  annually  1 

performed  a  circuit  through  the  counties  of  the  ■ 

State,  at  which  time  they  had  a  commission  of  ' 

Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  Jail  Delivery,  in  , 

which  some  of  the  county  judges  were  joined.  \ 

Regular  terms  of  Xisi  Prius,  or  Trial  Courts, 

were  held  at  Albany  after  the  act  of  the  Assembly  i 

we  have  referred   to.     This  was   the   Colonial  1 

 -Supreme  Court,  with  a  Xisi  Prius  branch   now  | 

known  as  the  Circuits. 

We  have  briefly  described  the  Courts  during  the  ; 

Colonial  period.    Among  these  Courts,  the  Court  ' 

of  Common  Pleas  was  one  of  the  most  important.  ! 

It  was  established  in  New  York  and  Albany  by  the  ' 

Charter  of  16S6  ;  by  the  Act  of  169 1,  a  Court  of  i 

Common  Pleas  was  established  in  each  county  in  i 

the  StAte ;  at  first  it  was  compo.sed  of  one  judge  ' 

and  three  justices,  but  in  1 702  it  was  ordered  that  ! 

the  judge  be  assisted  by  two  or  more  justices  in  ! 

holding  the  courts,  all  of  whom  were  appointed  by  ! 
the  Governor,  and  held  office  during  his  pleasure. 
It  had  cognizance  of  all  actions,  real,  personal 

and  mixed,  where  the  amount  sued  for  exceeded  , 

five  pounds.    Its  practice  assimilated  to  the  King's  j 


Bencli  and  Common  Pleas  at  Westminster.  Its 
errors  were  corrected  in  the  first  instance  by  Writs 
of  Error  into  the  Supreme  Court.  Appeals  were 
allowed  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  any  judgment 
where  the  amount  involved  exceeded  twenty  pounds. 
The  clerks  were  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Gov- 
ernor— except  the  clerk  at  Albany,  who,  in  some 
instances,  was  appointed  by  the  King. 

The  flavor.  Recorder  and  Aldermen  of  ihe  City 
of  Albany,  or  any  three  of  them,  were,  in  1686, 
ex-ojficio  members  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
acting  when  no  judge  was  present.  On  ^lay  27, 
1 69 1,  Peter  Schuyler  was  appointed  the  Presiding 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Albany  : 
May  27,  1702,  he  was  succeeded  by  John  Abeel, 
who  sened  until  October  14,  1702,  when  Peter 
Schuyler  was  reappointed,  Jud.ge  Schu}ler  pre- 
sided for  the  long  term  of  fifteen  _\"ears,  when,  on 
December  23,  171 7,  he  was  succeeded  by  Kiliian 
Rensselaer,  who  presided  till  1726,  when  Rutger 
Bleecker  succeeded  him.  Judge  Bleecker  pro- 
nounced the  laws  from  the  bench  of  Common  Pleas 
till  1733,  '^^'hen  he  was  succedcd  by  Ryer  Gerritse, 
who,  on  November  2S,  1749,  ^vas  succeed'-d  by 
Robert  Sanders. 

The  court  then  consisted  of  Robert  Sanders. 
Esq,,  and  Sybrant  (}.  Van  Schaick.  judges  :  John 
Beekman,Leonard  A.  Gansevoort  and  Robert  Rose- 
boom,  assistants.  The  first  records  whicli  can  be 
found  of  the  proceedings  of  this  court  that  can  be 
regarded  as  reliable  are  as  follows  : 

•'At  an  In.'erior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  held 
in  and  for  the  City  and  County  of  Albanv.  at  ihe 
City  Hall  of  the  said  city,  on  Tuesday,  the  5th  day 
of  June.  1750.    Present — - 

"  Robert  Sanders,  1  P".5qrs. , 

'•  Sybr't  G.  Van  Schaick,   \  Judges. 

"  John  Beekman, 

"  Leonard  A.  Gansevoort,  -  Assistants. 

'•  R03ERT  ROSEBOOM,  \ 

"  Commission  read.  Court  opened. 

"  The  follow  ing  were  among  the  cases  called  : 

"  Gerret  Borghgherdt,  by  A.  Collins,  his  Attorney, 

vs.  Isaac  ^'an  Alst}  ne,  by  Richard  Stevenson,  his 

Attorney. 

"  The  Sheriff  returns  the  venire ;  the  action  de- 
ferred till  next  Court,  the  Deft,  being  sick. 

"  Jacob  C.  Ten  Eyck,  by  Richd.  Stevenson,  his 
Attorney,  vs,  Albert  Van  Slyke,  by  A,  Collins,  his 
.Attorney,  who  Confesses  Juiigment  to  the  Plaintiff 
for  the  Sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty-three  Pounds, 
ono  half  Penny,  with  Lawful  Interest,  and  costs. 
Whereupon  Judgment  is  Granted  Accordingly. 
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At  a  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  City  and 
County  of  Albany,  held  at  the  ("ily  Hall,  in  the 
City  of  Albany,  on  the  2d  of  October,  1759,  Volkert  I 
P.  Douw  was  one  of  the  judges  of  that  court.  This 
is  the  first  time  we  find  Judge  Douw  occupying  the 
Bench  of  the  Colonial  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
He  continued  to  preside  on  the  bench  until  Janu- 
ary 10,  1771,  when  hewas  succeeded  by  Rensselaer 
Nicolls. 

The  Colonial  Court  of  Common  Pleas  ccintinued 
to  hold  its  regular  terms  of  court  under  the  Colo- 
nial laws  until  January,  1776.  when  the  increasing 
spirit  of  American  Independence  caused  it  to  dis- 
solve. Its  last  presiding  judge  was  Henry  Bleeker; 
its  last  term  began  at  the  City  Hall,  in  the  City  of 
Albany,  January  19,  1776. 

LAST  COLONIAL  COURT. 

There  is  a  singular  incident  connected  with  the 
recorded  proceedings  of  this  term.    Opposition  to 
all  manner  of  British  rule,  executive,  legislative  and 
legal,  had  now  nianifested  itself  to  such  a  degree 
that  the  judges  and  officers  of  the  court  at  the  term 
about  which  we  are  writing  organized  under  the  1 
immediate  fear  of  a  popular  outbreak.    Neverthe-  j 
less  the  court  convened  and  proceeded  with  its  busi-  ! 
ness.    The  sheriff  returned  a  few  writs,  a  few  judg-  ; 
ments  by  confession  and  by  default  were  taken,  and 
some  unimportant  business  was  transacted,  when 
the  following  cause  was  reached  : 

Solomon  Ecker  1 
ogsl.  V 
Harme  Quacke.n'boss.  ) 

The  entry  in  the  rule  book  then  proceeds  as  fol-  1 
lows:  "On  motion  of  Peter  W.  Yates,  attorney  for  [ 
the  defendants,   ordered  that  the  plaintitT  sh(jw 

cause  at  . "  Here  the  entry  is  suddenly  broken  ; 

off,  probably  by  fear  of  the  popular  outbreak  oi  the  I 
Sons  of  Liberty,  and  it  is  the  last  proceeding  of  the 
Colonial  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

On  July  26  following  the  Declaration  of  Inde-  ! 
pendence  was  read  in  front  of  the  City  Hall  to  a  j 
vast  assembly  of  the  citizens  of  Albany  and  the 
surrounding  country. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  only  attorney  present 
at*  the  court  we  have  described  was  I\>ter  \V.  Yates.  | 
Henry  Ten  Eyck  was  sherilT  at  this  time,  the  last  ; 
under  the  English  government ;  Stephen  De  Lancy, 
clerk.  The  associate  judges  were  John  H.  Ten 
Eyck  and  Henry  Van  Schaaek.  Judge  Van  Schaack 
had  just  been  a[>pointed.  He  was  a  lawver  con- 
trolling a  very  ropectable  practice. 

It  was  the  practice  of  the  clerk  of  the  Colonial 
Court  to  enter  in  the  common  rule  book  at  the 


term  of  court  the  names  of  all  the  lawyers  having 
causes  to  dispose  of,  as  follows: 

"  Mr.  Gan.sevoort's  rules. "  Then  would  f  jUow  a 
list  of  his  causes,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  disposed  of    Then  would  follow: 

"  ;Mr.  Peter  W.  Yates,"  and  his  causes  and  the 
manner  of  their  disposition,  and  so  on. 

At  Some  of  the  terms  the  leading  lawyers  would 
have  from  ten  to  twenty  cases  under  their  rules, 
with  a  brief  entry  opposite  each  cause,  like  the  fol- 
lowing: "The  deft  in  this  cause  has  confessed  the 
action  and  suffered  jud.  before  Judge  Douw  for 
£()  4s.  2d.  damages,  besides  costs  of  suit.  On 
motion  of  IMr.  Ganse\'Oort,  attorney  for  pl't'f,  judg- 
ment is  ordered  for  the  same."  Often  the  entry 
would  be,  "  Interlocutory  judgment.'' 

PROMINENT  LAWYERS. 

Of  the  lawyers  whose  names  most  frequently 
appear  in  those  courts  were  Richard  Gansvorl,  A. 
Sylvester,  Mr.  Corry,  Robert  Yates,  Peter  W.  Yates, 
IMr.  Bleeker.  The  two  Yateses,  Robert  and  Peter 
\V.,  seem  to  have  controlled  for  many  years  an  ex- 
traordinary amount  of  legal  business. 

The  Court  of  Common  Pleas  which  we  have  de- 
scribed was  establishsd  in  the  State  of  New  York 
by  the  Provincial  Governor  and  Council,  May  15, 
1699,  and  continued  in  the  County  of  Albany 
down  to  January  19,  1776.  But  we  can  find  no 
earlier  record  of  the  court  than  we  have  given. 

This  court  had  cognizance  of  causes  above  five 
pounds,  and,  as  we  have  seen,  had  ttiree  judges 
and  three  assistant  judges.  With  some  of  the  jus- 
tices they  held  at  the  same  time  a  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  trial  of  criminals. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  first  Constitution  this 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  was  reorganized  without 
any  material  change  in  their  procedure:  it  continued 
in  existence  in  this  way  until  the  adoption  of  the 
CoLstitution  of  1821.  when  some  changes  were 
made  in  it,  one  of  w  liich  was  increasing  the  numl)er 
of  judges  in  some  counties  to  the  number  of 
twelve. 

The  Constitution  of  1821  provided  for  the  ap- 
pointment by  the  Governor  of  five  judges  in  each 
county,  of  whom  one  was  designated  as  First Jmis;c. 
This  court  continued  until  it  wns  abolished  by  the 
Constitution  of  1846,  and  a  county  court  instituted 
in  its  place. 

The  First  Judge  of  the  Albany  County  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  was  Wilkerl  P.  Dome.  He  was  ap- 
pointeil  First  fudge  of  the  county  by  a  provincial 
convention,  by  which  he  was  commissioned  January 
6,  177S. 
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I 

FIRST  COURT  AFTER  THE   REVOLUTION.  j 

We  have  seen  that  Judge  Douw  was  presiding 
judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  manv 
years;  he  served  with  al)iHty  and  learning  down  to 
May,  1775,  when,  moved  by  his  patriotic  spirit,  he 
dechned  to  hold  his  ofhce  under  the  Britisli  Cov- 
ernor-General  of  New  Yorlc,  and  resigned. 

Owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country,  few 
courts  were  lield  under  the  Constitution  of  the  State 
until  after  the  close  of  tlie  war.    We  can  find  no  I 
record  of  any  court  at  which  Judge  Douw  presided,  j 
nor  of  any  court  in  the  County  of  Albany  until  j 
1785.     In  the  meantime  Judge  Douw  was  bv  | 
reason  of  his  age  compelled  to  retire  from  the  | 
bench,  and  on  March  6,  1781,  Abra/n  Ten  Broeck 
was   appointed   by   Gov.  George    Clinton  First 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Albanv 
County.    Peter  Van  Ness,  John  Price  and  John  M. 
Beekman  were  appointed  associate  judges  or  jus- 
tices.   The  first  record  of  the  sittings  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  in  the  County  of  Albany  after  the 
Revolution,  which  can  be  found,  is  the  following: 

"At  a  Court  of  the  Common  Pleas,  held  for  the 
City  and  County  of  Albany,  at  the  City  Hall,  in 
the  City  of  Albany,  on  Tuesday,  the  loth  day  of 
January,  1785.    Present — - 

"  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  P'.sq.,  First  Judge. 
"  Peter  Van  Ness,  Esq.,  \ 
"John  Price,  |- Associate  Judges. 

"John  M.  Beekman,  ) 

"  After  organizing  the  court  adjourned  until  the 
19th  day  of  Janu:iry,  1785. 

"The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment, 
January  19,  1785.    Present — 

"  Peter  Van  Ness,  Esq.,  ^ 

' '  John  Price,  V  As.sociate  Judges. 

"John  M.  Beekman,  ) 

"  On  reading  a  license  under  the  hand  of  Richard 
Morris,  Esq.,  for  the  admission  of  Killiaen  Van 
Rensselaer,  Esq.,  to  the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
ordered  that  the  said  Killiaen  Van  Rensselaer  be 
admitted  an  attorney  and  counsellor  at  law  in  this 
court. 

.  "  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Esq.,  First  Judge,  took 
his  seat." 

LAWYERS  PRESENF. 

Among  the  attorneys  present  at  this  court  were 
Mr.  Visscher,  who  had  a  large  number  of  causes 
on  the  calendar;  Mr.  Gilbert,  INIr.  Gansevoort,  Mr. 
Wynkoop,  Mr.   Bay,   Mv.  Sill.  Mr.  Graham,  Mr.  \ 
Sylvester  and  Mr.  I.ush.    These  gentlemen  repre-  | 
sented  a  large  number  of  causes,  of  which  there  I 


were  131  on  the  docket;  but  none  of  them  appear 
to  have  been  tried,  although  several  were  referred, 
showing  diat  the  practice  of  trying  causes  in  that 
manner  was  as  prevalent  then  as  at  the  present. 

There  were  several  judgments  taken  by  default, 
and  many  "  interlocutory  judgments"  entered.  It 
seems  to  have  been  a  law  term  of  the  court,  as  there 
is  no  record  of  a  grand  or  a  petit  jury. 

This  term  of  court  was  succeeded  by  regular 
terms  thereof  down  to  1821.  The  following  is  a 
list  of  the  first  or  presiding  judges  of  that  court 
down  to  1846  : 

Leonard  Gansvort,  appointed  March  19,  1794; 
John  Taylor,  appointed  February  7,  1797;  Nicho- 
las N.  Quackcnboss,  appointed  January  13,  1803; 
David  McCarthy,  appointed  March  13,  1S04; 
Charles  Cooper,  appointed  March  29,  1S06:  Jacob 
Ten  Eyck,  appointed  June  S,  1807;  Apollo  r^Ioore, 
appointed  June  6,  1812. 

Mr.  Judge  Moore  discharged  the  duties  of  this 
office  till  March  15,  1828,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  James  L'Amoreaux,  who  discharged  the  duties 
of  the  office  till  March  12,  1833,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  Samuel  Cheever.  Judge  Cheever 
was,  on  the  17th  day  of  May,  1S38,  succeeded  by 
Jacob  Lansing,  who  presided  till  April  17,  1S43, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  Peter  Gansevoort,  who 
held  the  office  of  P'irst  Judge  until  the  court  was 
abolished  by  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of 
1846. 

This  court  was  continued  without  material 
change  by  the  Constitution  of  1821  until  its 
abolishment  in  1846.  The  judges  were  appointed 
by  the  Governor  and  Senate  for  a  period  of  five 
years.  By  the  Constitution  of  1846  all  judicial 
oflficers  were  made  elective. 

The  following  is  a  record  of  the  earliest  Mayor's 
Court  we  can  find: 

"At  a  .Mayor's  Court,  held  at  the  City  of 
Albany,  at  the  City  Hall  of  the  said  city,  on  the 
20th  day  of  May,  1760.     Present — 

".SybrantG.  Van  Schaick,  Esq. ,  Mayor. 

"  T.\coB  Ten  Eyck,  Esq.,   )  , 
'    ■  '  '  Aldermen. 

"Jacob  Lansing,  Esq.,  ) 

"  Benson  Turner,  \   by  Corry. 

^gl-  _  [     '    -  ' 

"John  Barron,      '  )  by  Yates. 

"The  sheriff  returned  the  venire  in  the  above 
cause  with  the  panel  of  the  jurors  annexed." 

Then  follow  the  names  of  twelve  jurors,  ai'ter 
which  appear  the  names  of  the  witnesses  sworn, 
and  the  following  entry:    "The  jury  charged  and 
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retired  under  two  constables.  The  jury  returned, 
and  being  asked  wliether  they  were  agreed  on  their 
verdict  answered  'Yes;' being  asked  for  whom 
they  found  it,  answered  '  for  the  plaintiff,  thirty- 
nine  pounds  damages,  and  six  pence  costs.' 

"On  motion  of  Mr.  Yates,  attorney  for  the 
defendant,  the  judgment  being  deferred  until 
next  court." 

There  were  seventy-five  causes  on  the  calendar. 

At  this  term  "Robert  Yates  produced  license 
appointing  him  an  attorney  at  law  for  the  Ma3'or's 
Court  and  for  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the 
City  and  County  of  Albany,  and  was  accordingly 
admitted."  Mr.  Yates  was  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished lawyers  of  his  times. 

The  last  record  of  the  Mayor's  Court  under  the 
Colonial  government  closes  with  the  year  1768.  It 
was  a  court  of  much  importance,  and  had,  as  we 
have  said,  both  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction. 
After  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitudon  an- 
other Mayor's  Court  was  organized  for  the  City  of 
Albany,  to  which  reference  will  be  made  hereafter. 

The  Supreme  Court  under  the  First  St.vte 
Constitution. — On  the  19th  of  February,  1777, 
the  "Convention  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  New  York,"  assembled  by  adjournment  to 
Kingston,  N.  Y.,  and  on  the  20th  of  April  suc- 
ceeding adopted,  agreeably  to  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Continental  Congress,  the  first  Constitu- 
tion of  the  State  of  New  York.  In  it  the  existence 
of  the  present  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  was 
recognized.  On  the  3d  of  May,  1777,  the  Con- 
vendon  elected  John  Jay  Chief  Justice,  and  Robert 
Yates  and  John  i\Iorin  Scott  Associate  Justices. 
Scott,  however,  declined,  and  John  Sloss  Hobart, 
who  received  the  next  number  of  votes,  was  de- 
clared elected.  Judge  Hobart  was  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  men  of  his  times.  He  was  one  of 
"the  Sons  of  Liberty,"  organized  in  the  Citv  of 
New  York  in  November,  1765,  to  oppose  the  exe- 
cution of  the  Stamp  Act.  From  that  time  till  the 
day  of  his  death,  February  4,  1805,  he  was  con- 
stantly in  public  life,  serving  in  various  legislative 
and  judicial  offices,  as  United  States  Senator  and  a 
Judge  of  die  United  States  Court  in  New  York. 
When  Hobart  was  appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  Robert  R.  Livingston  was  appointed 
Chancellor,  and  Egbert  Benson  Attorney-General. 

Fifteen  persons  were,  on  the  same  day,  elected  a 
Council  of  Safety  to  carry  on  a  temporary  govern- 
ment until  the  Constitution  could  be  put  into  oper- 
ation. On  the  Sth  of  May,  1777,  p'^ri  of  gov- 
ernment was  reported,  in  which  were  the  names  of 


the  above  members  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as  were 
those  of  the  Chancellor  and  .Aiturncy-General,  nnd 
was  adopted  by  the  Convention.  The  plan  also 
provided  for  the  election  of  a  Governor,  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor, a  Senate  and  an  Asscmlily. 

The  Convention  dissolved  on  the  13th  of  May, 
and  on  the  14th  the  Council  of  Safety  went  into 
operation.  On  the  20th  a  commission  for  holding 
Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  Jail  De- 
liver}' in  the  State,  drafted  by  Chief-Justice  Jay,  M  as 
issued  by  the  Council.  On  the  5th  of  June  follow- 
ing the  Council  directed  that,  untd  Legislature 
should  otherwise  provide,  the  Supreme  Court 
should  sit  at  Kingston,  and  that  the  terms  should 
be  the  same  as  throughout  1774.  These  terms 
were  the  same  as  provided  for  in  the  ordinance  of 
1760.  The  seal  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  like- 
wise ordered  to  be  delivered  to  the  Council. 

On  the  9th  of  August,  1777,  the  first  term  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State  under  the  Constitution 
was  held,  and  Chief-Justice  Jay  delivered  the  first 
charge  to  the  Grand  Jury. 

In  1778  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  were 
empowered  to  devise  a  seal,  and  it  was  directed 
that  all  proceedings  of  the  Court  should  be  before 
the  "People  of  the  State  of  New  York,"  instead 
of,  as  heretofore,  "  Before  our  Sovereign  Lord  the 
King,"  etc. 

On  the  I  Sth  of  May,  in  1784,  the  first  Grand 
Jury  of  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  after  the 
Revoludon  sat  in  the  City  of  New  York.  Judge 
Hobart,  with  whom  was  associated  James  Duane, 
Mayor  of  the  city,  held  the  court ;  Judge  Hobart 
delivered  the  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury. 

First  Court  under  the  Constitution  held  at 
Albany. — On  January  i,  17S5,  the  terms  of  the 
Supreme  Court  were  directed  to  be  held  at  Albany 
on  the  last  Tuesday  of  July  and  the  third  Tuesday 
in  October,  and  that  in  the  City  of  New  York  on 
the  third  Tuesday  in  January  and  April  in  every 
year  ;  the  April  and  October  terms  to  continue  tor 
three  weeks,  and  the  January  and  July  terms  for 
two.  Accordingly  the  first  term  of  the  Supreme 
Court  ever  held  in  the  City  of  Albany  convened  on 
the  last  Tuesday  of  Jul}-,  1785.  Hon.  Richard 
Morris,  who  had  been  appointed  Chief  Justice  in 
place  of  John  Jay,  presided. 

From  that  time  down  to  the  present  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  has  held  regular  terms,  accord- 
ing to  appointment,  in  the  City  of  Albany. 

The  most  practical  and,  perhaps,  the  most  per- 
fect manner  of  presenting  the  history  of  the  Bench 
1  and  Bar  of  Albany  County  is  to  give  it  in  the  lives 
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of  the  judicial  officers,  the  eminent  jurists  and  law- 
yers, who  made  that  history,     ^^'e  begin  with 

ROBERT  YATES. 

Robert  Yates  was  an  eminent  jurist,  prominent 
in  the  legal  and  legislative  history  preceding  and 
during  the  Revohition.  With  John  Jay,  John 
Sloss  Hobart,  Williani  Duer,  Gouverneur  Morris, 
Robert  R.  Livingston  and  others,  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  memorable  committee  ap[)ointed  on  the 
first  of  August,  1776,  to  prepare  a  lorm  of  govern- 
ment for  the  then  new  State  of  Xew  York.  The 
committee  reported  March  12,  1777,  which  report 
was  debated  until  April  20  following,  when  the 
first  constitution  of  the  State  of  Xew  York  was 
adopted.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  Provincial 
Congress,  which  assembled  May  22,  1775,  ^'^'^ 
adjourned  the  following  November.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  second  Congress,  which  convened 
February  12,  1776,  and  adjourned  May  13  follow- 
ing. On  May  8,  1777,  he  was  appointed  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  serving  till 
October  28,  1790,  when  he  was  afipointed  Chief 
Justice  of  the  State.  In  1787  Judge  Yates  was 
appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  with 
Alexander  Hamilton  and  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  a  del- 
egate to  the  convention  which  formed  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  According  to  the 
form  of  the  resolution,  they  were  appointed  "  for 
the  sole  and  express  purpose  of  revising  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Confederation,  and  reporting  to  Congress 
and  the  several  legislatures  such  alterations  and 
provisions  therein  as  shall,  wlien  agreed  to  in  Con- 
gress and  confirmed  by  the  several  States,  render 
the  Federal  Constitution  adequate  to  the  exigencies 
of  government  and  the  preservation  of  the  Union." 

Chief-Justice  Yates  and  John  Lansing  withdrew 
from  the  convention,  because  it  did  not  more  ef- 
fectually secure  the  rights  of  the  individual  States; 
they  were  anti-Federalists  or  Republicans. 

"To  these  men  and  their  copatriots  the  nation 
is  indebted  for  the  ten  important  amended  Articles 
which  were  subsequently  made  a  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution." Hamilton  was  the  only  delegate  from 
this  State  who  signed  it. 

Judge  Yates  was  also  a  commissioner  to  settle 
the  rival  land  claims  of  New  York  and  Vermont, 
also  of  ^Lassachusetts  and  Connecticut.  He  was 
born  in  1738  and  removed  to  Albany  early  in  life, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He 
died  in  1801. 

JOHN  LANSLNG,  Jr. 

John  Laxsixg,  Jr.,  was  born  at  Albany,  on  the 
■30th  of  January,  1785.  He  studied  law  with  Robert 
Yates,  afterward  Chief  Justice,  in  Albany,  and  with 
James  Duane,  in  the  City  of  New  York. 

In  1776  and  1777  he  was  the  military  secretary 
of  Major-Gen.  Schuyler,  Commander  of  the 
Northern  Department,  and  who  was  engaged  in 
the  summer  of  the  latter  }  ear  in  active  operations 
to  resist  the  advance  of  Burgoyne.  In  a  letter  to 
James  Duane,  dated  at  Saratoga  (now  Schuyler- 
ville)  on  the  30th  of  November,  1776,  Mr.  Lan- 


sing declined  accepdng,  by  reason  of  his  holding  the 
above  post  under  Gen.  Schuyler,  a  commission 
of  lieutenant  in  the  new  levies  of  troops. 

After  being  admitted  to  the  Bar,  Mr.  Lansing 
pursued  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  City 
of  Albany  with  great  success. 

From  17S0-1  to  1784  he  was  a  member  of 
Assembly  (the  4th,  5th,  6th  and  7th  Sessions)  from 
the  City  of  Albany. 

On  the  3d  of  February,  17S4,  he  was  appointed 
]\Iember  of  Congress,  under  the  articles  of  confed- 
eration, and  on  the  26th  of  October  following  was 
reappointed. 

On  the  I3lh  of  January,  17S6,  he  was  elected 
Speaker  of  the  New  York  Assembly.  On  the 
28th  of  April  following  he,  together  with  John 
Haring,  Melancthon  Smith  and  Robert  Yates, 
I  was  appointed  (in  place  of  John  Jay  and  Walter 
Livingston,  resigned)  on  the  commission  that  met 
at  Hartford,  in  that  year,  and  made  final  decision 
of  the  territorial  claims  of  New  York  and  Massa- 
chusetts. 

On  the  29th  of  September,  in  the  same  year,  he 
was  appointed,  by  the  Council  of  Appointment, 
!  Mayor  of  Albany. 

In  17S6  he  was  again  elected  Member  of  As- 
sembly from  the  City  and  County  of  Albany. 

On  the  26th  of  January,  17S7,  he  was  once  more 
delegated  a  ^Member  of  Congress  under  the  Confed- 
eration. 

On  the  6th  of  ?vlarch,  in  die  same  year,  the  New 
York  Legislature  appointed  ]Mr.  Lansing,  Alex- 
ander Hamilton  and  Robert  Yates  to  the  Phila- 
delphia Convention,  which  assembled  on  the  25th 
of  May,  and  framed  a  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  Lansing,  together  with  Mr.  Yates,  was 
opposed  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  as 
presenting  a  svstem  of  consolidated  government  at 
variance  with  the  rights  of  the  States.  He  retired 
from  the  Convention  with  Mr.  Yates,  on  the  5th  of 
July,  1787,  before  the  Constitution  had  been  defi- 
nitely settled  upon  by  that  body,  but  not  until  it 
was  seen  how  it  was  to  be  established,  and  published 
his  reasons  for  so  doing  in  a  letter  jointly  with  'Sir. 
Yates  to  Gov.  George  Clinton. 

In  1788  iNIr.  Lansing  was  again  a  ^Member  of 
the  New  York  State  Convention  which  radfied  the 
Constitution  from  Albany  County. 

On  the  I2th  of  December,  1788,  the  Assembly 
I  of  the  State  of  New  York  re-elected  him  Speaker. 

By  an  act  of  March  6,  1790.  he  was  appointed 
by  the  Legislature  one  of  the  commissioners  on 
the  part  of  the  State  of  New  York  to  settle  the 
controversy  of  that  State  with  Vermont;  and  on 
the  28th  of  September  following  he  was  appointed 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State. 

In  die  succeeding  year,  by  an  act  of  the  Leg- 
islature passed  on  the  6th  of  July,  Judge  Lansing, 
Abraham  Van  Vechten  and  Robert  Vates  were  ap- 
pointed commissioners  to  determine  the  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York  to  lands  situated 
in  Vermont,  ceded  by  New  York  at  the  settlement 
'  of  the  controversy,  and  what  portion  of  certain 
I  moneys  (^$30,000)  each  claimant  should  receive. 
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On  tlic  15th  of  February,  1798.  Judge  Lansing 
received  the  appointment  of  Ciiief  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  in  place  of  (  liief- 
JuPticc  Robert  Yates,  who  iiad  resigned  under  tlje 
constitutional  limit  of  sixty  years. 

On  the  2 1st   of  October,   1801,  Chief-Justice 
Lansing  was  appcjinied  (.Tiancellor  of  the  State  of  ! 
New  York,  in  place  of  Chancellor  Robert  R.  Liv- 
ingston, who  had  also  resigned  under  the  above 
limit. 

On  February  4,  1804,  Chancellor  Lansing  was 
nominated  by  a  Republican  legislative  caucus  to 
the  oftice  of  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
but  in  a  letter  of  the  iSth  of  that  month  he  de- 
clined the  nomination. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1817,  he  was  appointed 
a  Regent  of  the  University. 

In   1824  he  was  chosen  a  Presidential  Elector 
from  the  City  and  County  of  Albany. 

On   December   8,    1829,   Chancellor  Lansing 
visited  the  City  of  New  \'ork  on  business,  which 
detained  him  several  days.     He  was  a  guest  at  the 
City  Hotel.     The  evening  of  December  12  was  i 
dark  and  stormy.     Having  an  important  letter  for  i 
Albany,  which  he  desired  to  mail,  he  left  the  hotel  | 
with  a  view  of  depositing  it  in  the  mail  box  on 
board  a  steamer  that  was  to  leave  New  York 
that  evening.     He  did  not  return  to  the  hotel,  and 
was  never  seen  or  heard  from  after  leaving  it.    It  j 
is  generally  believed  that  he  fell  into  the  river  and  I 
was  drowned,  and  yet  his  body  was  never  re-  j 
covered. 

Fifty-five  years  have  passed  away  and  the  mys- 
tery that  hung  over  this  sad  event  has  been  deepened 
by  the  lap^e  of  each  succeeding  year.    The  sudden 
disappearance  of  a  citizen  so  illustrious,  whose  long  i 
life  had  been  mostly  devoted  to  the  interest  of  the  I 
State,  produced  a  sen.sation  at  Albany  as  deep  as 
did  that  of  the  sudden  death  of  De  Wilt  Clinton,  I 
a  little  less  than  a  year  previou.s.     Although  Chan-  1 
cellor  Lansing  was  in  his  seventy-sixth  year  at  the  | 
time  of  his  deatli,  he  was  vigorous  and  active  in  } 
mind  and  body.    In  person  he  was  large  and  | 
handsome,  with  remarkably  fine  features.     He  was  ! 
a  fascinating  conversationalist,  digniried  and  impres- 
sive in  his  bearing.  I 

He  was  married  in  178  i  to  Miss  Ray,  daughter  j 
of  Robert  Ray,  Esq.,  a  distinguished  citizen  of  the  | 
City  of  New  York;  four  children,  all  daughters,  i 
were  born  to  this  marriage.  \ 

Chancellor  Lansing  was  the  author  of  a  small  | 
volume  entitled  "  Reports  of  Select  Cases  in  Chan-  ; 
eery,  and  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New  ' 
York,  in  1824  and  1828,"  viz.,  in  Chancery,  Lan-  | 
sing  V.  The  Albany  Insurance  Company,  March  ' 
24,  1824;  Egberts  V.  Lansing,  September  7,  1822  ;  1 
Lansing  v.  Goelet  ;  Supreme  Court,  Globe  In-  j 
surance  Company  v.  Lansing,  February  Term, 
1826. 

ABRAHAM!  VAN  VECHTEN. 

Among   the   great   American    lawyers  whose 
names  appear  on  the  roll  of  the  Albany  Bar  is  that  ! 
of  Aiiraham  Van  Vechtcn.     No  name  is  more 
honored  in  the  history  of  the  State  than  his —  | 


honored  not  only  as  a  learned,  eloquent  and  emi- 
nently successful  lawyer,  but  as  a  legislator  whose 
wisdom  and  profundity  are  seen  in  the  enactment 
of  many  of  the  laws  that  have  given  protection 
and  greatness  to  the  State  of  New  York. 

He  was  born  at  Catskill,  December  5,  1762. 
He  received  his  elementary  education  at  Esopus, 
now  Kingston,  New  York,  completing  his  educa- 
tion at  Kings,  now  Columbia  College.  At  the 
close  of  the  revolutionary  war  he  commenced  the 
study  of  law  under  the  direction  of  Chancellor 
John  Lansing.  He  was  one  of  the  first  lawyers 
admitted  to  the  Bar  alter  the  organization  of  our 
government.  Immediately  after  his  call  to  the  l^ar 
he  opened  an  oiTice  at  Johnstov.n,  ^Montgomery 
County,  New  York,  but  was  socn  invited  to  oc- 
cupy a  more  extensive  field  in  the  City  of  Albany. 

i'he  high  places  at  the  Bar  were  then  occupied 
by  gifted  advocates,  among  whom  were  Hamilton, 
Burr,  Harrison,  Jones  and  Livingston.  But  the 
brilliancy  of  such  names  could  not  cast  young  Van 
Vechtcn  in  the  shade.  He  soon  ranked  among 
the  illustrious  seniors  as  an  equal  and  a  compet- 
itor for  the  highest  professional  eminence  ;  untir- 
ing in  his  etTorts,  the  naturally  great  powers  of  his 
mind  were  continually  developed  and  expanded. 

His  intellect  was  formed  to  grajiple  with  the 
most  abstruse  and  difficult  subjects  of  legal  and 
judicial  investigation;  and  he  early  inured  himself 
to  the  most  intense  application  of  mental  industry. 
In  acuteness  and  the  ready  comprehension  of  any 
subject  presented  for  his  investigation,  he  had  few 
equals.  Nature  seemed  to  have  furnished  him  with 
powers  eminently  adapted  to  the  illustration  of 
legal  princi{)les,  but  he  made  no  display  of  le^al 
lore;  his  learning  seemed  incorporated  with  all  his 
thoughts.  What  he  once  read  was  well  digested 
and  remained  ever  ready  for  application. 

A  large  portion  of  his  life  was  spent  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  legal  questions  in  our  highest  courts  of 
law  and  equity;  he  was  always  listened  to  with  pro- 
found attention  by  the  ablest  judges  in  the  State 
and  nation.  His  arguments,  clear  and  learned, 
always  elucidated  and  instructed,  and  greatly  aided 
the  tribunals  to  which  they  were  addressed  in 
coming  to  correct  conclusions.  His  style  was  re- 
markable for  pers[jicacity  and  strengtfi,  enforced 
by  thoughtful  logic. 

In  his  manner  he  was  usually  calm  and  unim- 
passioncd,  yet  earnest  and  forcible.  His  talents 
were  too  conspicuous  to  allow  him  to  confine  his 
efforts  to  the  Bar.  He  was  repeatedly  chosen  to 
represent  his  fellow  citizens  in  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature.  The  State  Senate  Chamber  was  the 
theatre  of  some  of  his  highest  intellectual  efforts. 

As  a  member  of  the  Court  for  tin:  Correctiaii  of 
Errors  he  has  left  behind  him  enduring  monu- 
ments of  his  legal  learning. 

On  February  13,  181 3,  he  was  appointed  .\t- 
torney-General  of  the  State.  He  was  tlie  successor 
of  that  illustrious  lawyer,  Thomas  Addis  Emmet. 
In  February,  181 5,  he  was  succeeded  by  Martin 
Van  Buren.  The  high  and  responsible  duties  of 
Attorney-General  were  never  discharged  with  more 
ability  and  success  than  by  Mr.  Van  Vechten. 
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During  the  administration  of  Gov.  juhn  jay, 
that  great  statesman,  in  recognition  of  Van  \'ec'h- 
ten's  commanding  talents  as  a  lawy  er,  tendered  him 
— then  one  of  tiie  }  ounL^est  members  oftlie  J3ar — the 
office  of  jutige  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 
The  offer  was  modestly  dechned,  as  Mr.  \'an 
Vechten  preferred  to  ]>ractice  his  profession  instead 
of  presiding  on  the  bench.  The  lawyer  and  the 
student  are  often  astonished  at  the  vast  number  of 
our  reported  cases  heard  in  the  Supreme  Court  and 
Court  for  the  Corrtriion  (>/  Errors  in  which  jMr. 
Van  \'echtcn  represented  one  of  the  parlies  litigant. 

"  Over  a  half  century  his  brilliant  mind  was  con- 
stantly shedding  its  light  over  the  jurisprudence  of 
the  State  and  nation.  The  Bar  long  dehghted  to 
accord  to  him  its  highest  honors.  '' 

To  the  younger  members  of  the  profession  he 
greatly  endeared  himself  by  his  kind  and  courteous 
manners;  and  by  all  he  was  venerated  as  an  illus- 
trious model  of  professional  excellence.  In  his 
daily  consultations  with  his  clients  he  was  em- 
phatically a  peacemaker.  It  was  his  constant 
habit  to  advise  the  settlement  of  disputes  without 
recourse  to  litigation,  allowing  no  selfish  interest 
to  influence  his  advice  or  bias  his  mind  in  giving 
his  opinions. 

He  was  Recorder  of  the  City  of  Albany  from  1797 
to  iSoS  ;  Regent  from  January,  1797,  to  1823; 
State  Senator  from  179S  to  1S05;  member  of  As- 
sembly from  1805  to  1815;  Attorney-General  for  the 
year  1 8 10,  and  again  appointed  in  1813 — serving 
two  years,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1821. 

His  character  as  a  citizen  in  the  private  walks  of 
life  atTorded  a  model  of  excellence.  "He  con- 
stantly displayed  in  his  intercourse  with  his  neigh- 
bors and  acquaintances  the  most  amiable  social 
qualities.  To  his  other  traits  of  character  was 
added  one  which  is  justly  deemed  of  far  the  most 
importance;  he  was  a  sincere  believer  in  the 
Saviour  of  the  world  and  a  venerated  meinber  of 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  Albany.  In  his 
judicatories  his  parental  counsels  were  received 
with  reverence  as  eminently  calculated  to  promote 
the  peace  and  prosperty  of  the  church.  His  dis- 
interestedness was  a  prominent  feature  in  his  char- 
acter and  was  the  foundation  of  that  unbounded 
confidence  which  was  reposed  in  him  bv  all  who 
knew  him." 

On  ]\Iay  24,  17S4,  IMr.  ^'■an  Vechten  was  united 
by  marriage  to  Miss  Catharine  Schuyler,  daughter 
of  Philip  P.  Schuyler  and  Anna  Wendell.  This 
union  proved  eminently  happy,  and  j\Ir.  Van 
Vechten's  domestic  life  was  proverbial  for  the 
felicities  it  afforded. 

JOHN  V.  HENRY. 

John-  V.  Hknry  was  one  of  the  earliest  members 
of  the  Albany  Bar.  He  was  admitted  to  practice 
as  an  attornev  at  law  at  a  term  of  the  Supreme 
Court  held  at  Albanv  in  J  anuary,  17  82.  Col. 
Aaron  Burr  was  admitted  at  the  same  term.  On 
the  I4tii  of  April  following  Mr.  Henrv  and  Burr 
were  admitted  to  practice  as  counselors  at  law. 

The  advantages  of  a  finished  classical  and  legal 


j  education,  united  to  great  native  mental  powers, 
I  very  soon  gave  Mr.  Henty  a  commanding  position 
I  in  his  profession,  and  he  rapidly  attained  a  State 
[  and  national  rejjutation,  ranking  with  Hamilton, 
!  Burr,  Hort'man,  Lansing,  and  other  great  lumina- 
ries that  ailorned  the  Bar. 

Possessing  attractive  elocutionary  powers,  con- 
trolled by  close  and  ready  logic,  enlivened  and 
strengthened  by  extensive  readmg,  stimulated  bv 
ambition,  it  was  natural  that  he  should  be  attracted 
to  the  political  arena.  Here  his  abilities  were 
speedily  recc^gnizcd  and  appreciated,  and  he  be- 
came a  leader. 

In  1800  he  was  chosen  Meml)er  of  Assembly  for 
'  Albany  County,  By  re-election  he  represented'  this 
county  in  the  Assembly  in  the  Legislature  ol 
!  iSoi-2.  He  was  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the 
'  Federal  party  in  those  bodies.  So  moderately  and 
j  so  justly  did  he  govern  and  exercise  his  political 
j  sentiments  that  he  gained  the  esteem  and  friendship 
i  even  of  his  political  opponents,  with  a  verv  few  ex- 
!  ceptions.  Hence  his  great  influence  in  the  Legis- 
i  lature. 

I      In  January,  iSoo,  Mr.   Henry  was  appointed 
j  Comptroller  by  John  Jay,  then  Governor  of  the 
I  State.    As  he  was  eminently  qualified  for  the  duties 
I  of  this  office,  his  appointment  was  ver}-  popular. 
George  Clinton,  who  had  been  Governor  from 
1777  down  to  1794,  "^vas  in  1795  succeeded  by  |av, 
elected  in  the  Gubernatorial  election  of  that  year, 
(juv.  Jay   was   re-elected   in    1798.      In  iSoi 
Gov.  George  Clinton  was  re-elected.     Mr.  Clin- 
ton,  though  apparently  friendly  to  'Sir.  Henry, 
suddenly  removed  him  from  the  office  of  Comp- 
troller.    At  the  time  of  this  removal  the  Governor 
had  been  in  office  but  a  few  months.    Mr.  Henry's 
successor  was  Eli-sha  Jenkins,  a  merchant  of  Hud- 
son, N.  Y. — a  man  in  every  sense  Mr.  Henry's  in- 
ferior.   This  appointment  of  Jenkins  was  made  at 
the  instance  of  Ambrose  Spencer,  at  that  time  a 
j  political  boss,  with  powers  equal  to  any  of  the 
i  modern  rulers  of  political  parties.      Spencer  after- 
i  ward  became  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  and 
I  Chief  Justice  of  the  State,   ranking  among  the 
j  greatest  and  purest  of  American  judges, 
j      Though  ]\Ir.  Henry's  removal  from  office  greatly 
I  disgusted  him,  "we  must,  on  the  whole,  regard  it  as 
j  a  fortunate  circumstance  in  his  life.   It  caused  him 
to  adopt  an  irrevocable  resolution  never  again  to 
I  accept  any  office,  but  devote  himself  entirely  to  the 
j  practice  of  his  profession.     This  resolution  gave 
i  him  that  commanding  position  at  the  Bar  of  the 
I  State  and  nation  we  have  already  described. 

For  many  years  his  practice  was  confined  to  the 
General  Term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Court  for 
the  Correction  of  Errors,  and  in  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court. 

To  use  the  language  of  another.    "The  great 
superiority  of  Sir.  Henry  as  an  advocate  consisted 
in  his  skill  in  condensing  his  arguments — in  saying 
everything  which  could  be  said  in  favor  of  the  posi- 
1  tion  he  wished  to  establish  with  the  fewest  wonis. 
j  These  words  were  selected  in  the  best  possible 
I  manner.     He  never  used  a  word  except  the  very 
I  best  to  express  his  ideas.     He  was  not  generally 
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florid,  and  seldom  aimed  at  brilliancy,  though,  if 
the  occasion  required,  lie  could  be  impressive, 
brilliant  and  powerfully  eloquent."  He  continued 
to  devote  all  his  time,  talents  and  energies  t()  his 
profession  until  the  2 2d  day  ot  October,  1S29,  when 
he  was  suddenly  removed  from  the  scenes  of  his 
earthly  labors  and  ambition  by  the  hand  of  death. 

We  give  the  following  account  of  Mr.  Henry's 
death  as  we  find  it  in  the  Alhany  Gazette  of  October 
24,  1829: 

"Mr.  John  V.  Henry,  one  of  the  most  distinguish- 
ed lawyers  in  the  State,  is  no  more.  He  attended 
the  Supreme  Court  on  Wednesday  morning  ;  on  his 
way  from  the  court-room  at  the  Capitol,  about  x  i 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  when  opposite  the  resi- 
dence of  Chandler  Siarr,  in  State  street,  he  was 
seized  with  an  apoplectic  fit.  He  was  taken  into 
Mr.  Starr's  and  medical  aid  was  immediately  ren- 
dered. He  lingered  until  half-past  two  o'clock 
yesterday  afternoon,  when  his  mighty  spirit  was 
yielded  up  to  the  God  wlio  gave  it.  His  age  was 
about  sixty-four. 

"The  death  of  -Mr.  Henry  is  a  public  calamity. 
The  tears  his  family  shed  over  his  lifeless  form  fall 
not  alone.  Those  who  respect  the  probity,  the  in- 
dependence, the  gallant  bearing,  and  the  high 
talents  which  sometimes  redeem  human  nature 
from  suspicion,  must  also  lament  the  fall  of  such  a 
man  as  this,  in  whom  these  traits  were  so  happily 
combined. 

"And  so  depart,  with  fearful  rapidity,  the  sages, 
the  statesmen  and  the  jurists  of  our  day.  Clinton 
and  Wells,  and  Emmet  and  Henry,  have,  in  their 
turn,  ceased  to  be.  And  what  a  lesson  to  mankind 
do  their  sudden  deaths  impart.  One  by  one  the 
wise  and  virtuous  fall  into  the  deep  gulf  of  Time, 
and  yet  thousands  tread  thoughtlessly  on  the  sol- 
emn verge. 

"The  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  in  session  in 
the  City  of  Albany,  adjourned  on  Friday  without 
doing  any  business  in  consequence  of  the  death  of 
John  V.  Hexrv.  '' 

At  this  time  John  Savage  was  Chief  Justice, 
William  L.  Marcy  and  John  Wood  worth  were 
Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

At  the  opening  of  the  court  on  Friday  morning,  the 
day  after  Mr.  Henry's  death,  that  great  lawyer, 
Daniel  Cady,  in  the  presence  of  those  illustrious 
judges,  and  distinguished  lawyers  from  all  parts 
of  the  State,  arose  and  in  a  voice  indicative  of  the 
deepest  sorrow  announced  the  death  of  Mr.  Henry. 
So  sensible  and  deep  was  Mr.  Cady's  emotion  that, 
with  all  his  commanding  powers  of  eloquence  and 
his  usual  self-control,  he  could  at  first  hardly  pro- 
ceed with  his  announcement.  Gaining  composure, 
he  pronounced  a  beautiful  anil  touching  eulo-'y 
upon  the  distinguished  deceased.  He  concluded  by 
moving  that  the  court  adjourn  until  the  next  day. 

The  Chief  Justice,  after  ol)servingthat  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Cady  accorded  well  with  the  feelings  of  the 
court,  who  deemed  it  due  the  memory  of  so  dis- 
tinguished a  lawyer  as  Mr.  Henry  that  this  mark 
of  respect  should  be  shown,  directed  that  the  court 
adjourn  until  the  next  day. 


JOHN  V.  N.  YATES. 

This  distinguished  lawyer,  scholar  and  politician 
was  a  son  of  Chief-Justice  Robert  Yates.  He  was 
born  at  Albany  in  1779.  After  receiving  a  liberal 
education  he  entered  the  othce  of  John  V.  Henry, 
under  whose  tuition  he  prepared  for  the  Bar. 
After  receiving  his  degree  as  Attorney  at  Law,  he 
began  practice  in  Albany.  With  the  advantages  of 
extraordinary  talents,  an  excellent  classical  and 
legal  education  and  influential  friends,  he  rapidly 
made  his  way  to  the  front  rank  of  his  profession. 

In  1803  the  Legislature  appomted  him  one  of 
a  committee  with  John  Cuyler  and  Charles  D. 
'  Cooper  to  rejjort  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  State 
and  Court  House  in  Albany. 

On  March  7,  1804,  they  submitted  their  report 
to  the  Legislature,  and  it  was  adopted. 

On  April  6  following  an  act  was  passed  author- 
izing the  erection  of  the  building. 

In  1808  he  was  appointed  a  Master  and  Exam- 
iner in  Chancery.  In  June,  1808,  he  was  appointed 
Recorder  of  the  City  of  Albany. 

In  January,  1809,  he  was  removed,  to  make 
place  for  'W.x.  Graham,  and  was  restored  in  181 1, 
serving  till  July  8,  18 16,  when  he  was  again 
removed,  as  before,  for  political  purposes.  In  the 
administration  of  this  office  Mr.  Yates  exhibited 
rare  judicial  abilities. 

In  April,  1818,  he  was  appointed  Secretary  of 
State,  serving  till  February  13,  1823,  when  he  was 
re-appointed,  'serving  till  1826,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Azariah  C.  Flagg. 

In  the  atlministration  of  this  office  he  exhibited 
abilities  which  commended  him  largely  to  public 
favor. 

In  1808  Mr.  Yates  became  embroiled  in  a  mem- 
orable  legal   contest   with  Chancellor  Lansing. 
This  contest  grew  out  of  an  attempt  of  the  Chan- 
cellor, in  his  oflicial  capacity,  to  punish  Yates  for 
malpractice  and  contempt  of  court.    The  case 
was  seriously  important  in  many  senses,  one  of 
which  brought  the  Court  of  Chancery  and  the 
'  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  in  collision. 
I      At  the  time  of  which  we  are  speaking  Yates  was 
\  a  blaster  in  Chancery.    By  the  ninth  section  ot  the 
act  then  in  existence  concerning  Altornevs,  Coun- 
selors  at  Law  and  Solicitors  in  Chancery,  all  these 
offices  were  forbidden  to  bring  any  action  in  the 
name  of  another  attorney  or  solicitor,  without  his 
knowledge  and  consent, 
j      At  this  time  Yates  was  not  a  solicitor  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  but  began  an  important  suit  in 
!  that  court,  using  the  name  of  one  Peter  W.  Yates, 
1  a  solicitor,  without  his  knowledge,  against  the 
statute.    Complaint  was  presented  to  Chancellor 
Lansing,  who  granted  an  order  for  the  arrest  of 
Yates.     He  insisted  that  he  appeared  as  solicitor 
with  the  consent  of  Peter  W.  Yates,  but  that  gen- 
tleman denied  the  consent. 

Mr.  Yates  excepted  to  the  issuing  of  the  order 
for  an  arrest  ;  he  insisted  that  the  charge  against 
him  was  a  crime  ;  that  the  Court  of  Chancery  had 
j  no  criminal  jurisdiction  ;    that  whether  he  was 
I  guilty  or  not  was  a  question  which  the  consti- 
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tution  provided  should  be  tried  by  a  jury.  But  the 
Chancellor  took  a  different  view  of  the  case.  Mr. 
Yates  was  denied  bail,  and  sent  a  prisoner  to  the 
old  Albany  jail. 

He  was   highly  popular  with  the  people,  and  i 
his     imprisonment    caused     great    excitement.  I 
He  was  a  proud,  high-minded  man,  inflexible  in  i 
his  purposes,  ardent  in  carrying  them  into  execu-  I 
tion,  and  he  determined  to  contest  what  he  deemed  | 
to  be  the  high-handed  course  of  the  Chancellor  to- 
ward him,  and  he  carried  his  determination  with 
unequaled  earnestness  into  effect.     He  retained 
Thomas  Addis  Emmet  as  his  counsel,  who  applied 
to  Judge  Spencer  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  for  the 
release  of  his  client  from  imprisonment,  which  was 
granted,  and,  after  a  full  hearing,  Mr.  Yates  was 
discharged.    Whereupon,  by  order  of  the  Chancel- 
lor, Mr.  Yates  was  re-committed  to  prison,  on  the 
ground  that  the  Supreme  Court  had  no  right  to  in-  i 
terfere  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Chan-  i 
eery.    The  General  Term  of  the  Supreme  Court 
opened  about  that  time  at  Albany,  and  Mr.  Emmet 
immediately  moved  in  open  court  for  another  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  to  bring  before  it  the  body  of  jMr. 
Yates.    He  was  brought  before  the  court,  and  after 
a  full  argument  the  first  and  second  arrests  of  Yates 
were  sustained,  and  he  was  remanded  to  prison. 
The  case  was  immediately  removed  to  die  Court  for 
the  Correction  of  Errors,  the  Chancellor  using  every 
effort  to  prevent  the  allowance  of  the  writ ;  but  I 
he  was  defeated  and  the  case  was  brought  to  argu-  | 
ment  in  that  court.    A  judgment  of  the  court  was  1 
finally  rendered,  declaring  the  arrest  of  Yates  illegal  ' 
and  directing  his  discharge.    Soon  after  being  re- 
manded to  jail  he  obtained  bail.    The  case  will  be 
found  in  6  Johnson  s  Reports,  335.    Yates  imme- 
diately brought  an  action  against  Lansing  for  false 
imprisonment,  and  another  long  legal  contest  en- 
sued, in  which  the  Chancellor  succeeded  on  the 
ground  that  he  was  not  liable,  as  he  acted  in  a  j 
judicial  capacity. 

Mr.  Yates  was  afterward  appointed  by  the  Legis- 
lature to  add  notes,  references  and  succinct  mat-  ! 
ters  touching  the  laws  under  our  colonial  govern- 
ment to  the  revised  laws  of  New  York  of  18 13 — a 
duty  which  he  discharged  with  singular  ability  and 
success. 

He  was  afterward  the  recipient  of  many  distin- 
guished official  positions. 

Mr.  Yates  was  a  valuable  contributor  to  the  lit- 
erature of  his  country,  and  until  a  short  time  pre- 
vious  to  his  death  the  productions  of  his  pen 
added  largely  to  his  own  honor  and  to  that  of  the  I 
city  in  which  he  lived.    He  died  in  Albany,  January  ' 
.10,  1839,  aged  sixty  years.  | 

MARTIN  VAN  BUREN.  I 

Martin  Vax  Bi  ren  was  born  in  Kinderhook,  [ 
then  in  the  County  of  Albany,  now  Columbia,  i 
December  5,  1782.  In  his  boyhood  he  exhibited 
a  love  of  knowledge,  a  fondness  for  books,  "a 
quickness  of  ajiprehension,  a  shrewdness  of  obser-  i 
vation  ;  but  the  limited  means  of  his  father  denied  j 
him  the  advantages  for  an  education,  except  those  I 
taught  in  a  common  school."    He  soon  mastered  | 


all  the  branches  taught  in  that  humble  institution 
of  learning,  and  became  a  teacher  in  the  common 
schools.  In  this  occupation  he  acquired  the  means 
of  defraying  the  expenses  of  an  education  at  the 
Kinderhook  Academy  for  two  or  three  years.  In 
this  institution  he  acquired  an  excellent  English 
education  and  became  a  very  fine  Latin  scholar. 

"Asa  student, "  says  one  of  his  biographers, 
"young  Van  Buren  was  distinguished  not  only  for 
his  industry  and  application,  but  for  his  unwilling- 
ness to  take  anything  upon  trust,  and  his  conse- 
quent habit  of  investigation  and  reflection.  He 
was  fond,  too,  of  argumentative  discussions;  he 
had  never  studied  dialectics  as  taught  in  the  schools 
and  knew  but  little  about  Aristotle  or  Locke,  yet 
he  was  a  natural  logician,  and  handled  the  weapons 
of  those  whose  very  names  he  was  ignorant  with  great 
skill  and  ability.  He  was  ambitious  to  surpass  his 
companions  in  extemporaneous  speaking  and 
English  composition;  many  were  the  encomiums 
he  received  for  his  excellence  in  these  branches." 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  like  Ben  Jonson,  who  pursued 
his  classical  studies  with  a  trowel  in  his  hand,  was 
always  a  student;  always  found  tiaie,  especially  in 
his  earlier  years,  to  devote  to  classical  studies.  A 
desire  to  become  a  lawyer  by  profession  was  his 
early  ambition,  so  strongly  indulged  that  he  began 
his  legal  studies  at  the  early  age  of  fourteen.  His 
preceptor  was  Erancis  S_\lvester,  Esq.,  a  leading 
member  of  the  Bar.  He  pursued  his  legal  studies 
with  unwearied  diligence  and  much  success.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  to  try  causes  in 
justices'  courts,  those  tribunals  which  afford  the 
legal  student  such  a  field  for  improvement  in  public 
speaking,  in  examining  witnesses,  in  arranging 
testimony  and  in  sharpening  the  perceptive  facul- 
ties. He  soon  became  famous  as  an  advocate  in 
these  courts,  acquiring  a  large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice therein.  He  often  met  as  opponents  the  lead- 
ing memliers  of  the  Columbia  Bar,  whose  respect 
he  gained  by  the  exhibition  of  his  rare  abilities,  his 
courteous  and  high-toned  bearing. 

While  a  student  he  was  an  active  politician  and 
gave  his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  partv.  His 
regara  and  admiration  of  Thomas  Jetferson  were 
almost  unbounded.  In  the  great  contest  between 
Adams  and  Jefferson,  he  advocated  and  defended 
the  Republican  principles  with  much  ardor  and 
ability.  Though  yet  in  his  teens,  he  addressed 
Republican  gatherings,  wrote  resolutions,  memo- 
rials and  pamphlets.  In  the  autumn  of  i8co, 
when  only  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  represented  the 
Democrats  of  his  native  town  in  a  Congressional 
convention.  Mr.  \'an  Buren  completed  the  last 
year  of  his  studies  in  the  otfice  of  \\'illiam  P.  Van 
Ness,  of  the  City  of  New  York,  one  of  the  brilliant 
lights  of  the  Bar,  and  subsequently  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
tor  the  Southern  District  of  New  York.  At  a  term 
of  the  Supreme  Couit  of  the  State,  held  at  Albanv, 
October,  1803,  Martin  Van  Buren  was  called  to 
the  Bar.  After  remaining  in  Albany  a  few  months 
he  returned  to  Kinderhook  and  actively  began  his 
professional  career.  The  Columbia  Countv  Bar  at 
this  time  was  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  brilliant 
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in  the  State.  Here  William  W.  Van  Ness,  Elisha 
Williams,  Thomas  P.  Grosvenor  and  Jacob  Rustin 
Van  Rensselaer,  all  of  them  prominent  Federal- 
ists and  distinguished  lawyers  and  politicians, 
seemed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  Mr.  \"an  Buren's 
professional  and  political  advancement. 

He  was  a  Democrat:  they  were  Federalists. 
They  belonged  to  the  aristocratic  families  of  the 
county  and  State;  \"an  Buren  to  the  humbler 
ranks  of  life.  They  were  wealthy  and  powerful; 
Van  Buren  was  poor,  with  nothing  to  rely  upon 
but  his  own  energy  and  talents;  these,  it  seems, 
were  sufficient;  with  ihem  he  won  his  way  to  dis- 
tinction, triumphing  over  his  powerful  and  disdain- 
ful rivals.  His  business  increased,  his  clientage 
daily  became  more  numerous  and  influential,  and 
it  was  not  long  before  he  became  the  acknowl- 
edged leader  of  the  Columbia  Bar. 

In  the  meantime  he  was  as  active,  energetic  and 
powerful  in  politics  as  he  was  in  his  profession. 
Space  will  not  permit  us  to  enter  into  any  descrip- 
tion of  his  splendid  and  eventful  career:  but  from 
1808  to  1S37  the  history  of  that  career  is  the 
political  history  of  the  State:  at  least,  that  history 
could  not  be  perfectly  written  with  the  career  of 
Martin  Van  Buren  omitted. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  1808,  he  was  ajipointed 
Surrogate  of  the  Countv  of  Columbia.  The  manner 
in  which  he  discharged  the  duties  of  this  office 
largely  enhanced  his  professional  reputation. 
About  this  time  he  removed  to  Hudson,  a  measure 
which  contributed  largely  to  his  ad\antage.  At 
this  time  Fdisha  Williams,  undoubtedly  the  most 
gifted  and  eloquent  lawyer  of  his  time,  whose 
magnificent  oratory  rendered  him  f;iinous  at  the 
American  Bar,  was  a  resident  of  Hudson.  Martin 
Van  Buren  soon  became  the  rival  of  tiiis  great 
lawyer.  In  order  to  grapple  with  his  formidable 
opponent  Van  Buren  was  compelled  to  submit  to 
the  most  intense  study;  when  the  day's  work  was 
ended,  after  a  little  rest,  he  retired  to  his  study  and 
gave  himself  to  his  books  with  such  deep  applica- 
tion that  frequently  the  dawning  day  paled  the 
light  of  his  lamp.  In  this  way  he  successfully 
'  armed  himself  to  meet  his  antagonist  in  the  arena 
he  had  entered. 

His  great  success  at  the  bar,  his  acknowledged 
abilities  as  a  politician,  soon  led  him  to  that  legisla- 
tive career  wiich  gradually  aduinced  him  to  the 
most  e.xalted  position  in  the  nation.  In  181 2  he  I 
was  nominated  by  the  Democrats  of  the  Middle 
Senatorial  District,  of  which  Columbia  County  was 
a  part,  as  their  candidate  for  State  Senator.  He 
was  opposed  by  a  no  less  distinguished  opponent 
than  Edward  P.  Livingston,  then  a  member  of 
the  State  Senate.  Mr.  Livingston  was  a  Democrat  ; 
but  there  was  something  in  his  connection  with 
the  Bank  of  America  which  rendered  his  nomina- 
tion distasteful  to  the  Democrats,  or  a  large  ma- 
jority of  them,  and  they  refused  to  renominate 
him,  preferring  Van  Buren.  Nevertheless  he  re- 
ceived the  nomination,  and  reccivctl  the  support 
of  tiie  entire  Federal  pa-ty,  together  with  the  ! 
friends  of  Gov.  Lewis.  This  was  a  powerful  I 
combination,  but  \'an  Buren  overthrew  it,  after  a  j 


desperate  struggle  ;  but  his  majority  was  only  two 
hundred  in  a  poll  of  over  25,000. 

Fie  entered  the  State  Senate  at  an  extra  session, 
November  3,  1S12,  and  became  the  leader  of  his 
party  in  that  branch  of  the  Legislature.  From 
this  time  he  remained  almost  constantly  in  public 
life  down  to  the  time  of  his  retirement  from  the 
Presidential  chair. 

In  the  spring  of  1S16  he  was  re-elected  to  the 
Senate,  and  shortly  afterward  became  a  resident  of 
the  City  of  Albany.  This  removal  became  neces- 
sary on  account  of  the  great  increase  of  his  profes- 
sional business,  and  to  give  hirn  greater  facilities 
for  discharging  his  official  duties. 

In  1817  Benjamin  F.Butler,  his  distinguished 
pupil,  who  reflected  so  maich  honor  upon  his  pre- 
ceptor, became  his  law  partner,  forming  one  of  the 
most  influential  legal  firms  in  the  State. 

On  February  6,  1821,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
elected  by  the  Legislature  a  Senator  in  Congress. 
This  caused  him  to  partially  withdraw  from  his 
practice,  leaving  his  large  business  to  ]\Ir.  Butler. 
He  was  occasionally  employed  in  very  important 
cases,  among  which  were  the  cases  of  Wilkes  \'s. 
Iaoii,  argued  in  the  Court  for  the  Correction  of 
Errors  in  1823,  and  that  of  Varick  vs.  Johnson, 
argued  in  the  same  court  in  1S28  :  reported  in  2 
Cowan,  338  ;  2  Wendell,  166.  These  cases  have 
always  been  read  by  the  lawyer  and  the  student 
with  great  interest  and  profit.  The  arguments  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren  appear  at  lencrth  in  them.  The 
briefs  were  prepared  by  r^Ir.  Butler. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  appeared  for  the  last  time  before 
a  jury  in  the  trial  of  the  Astor  case,  and  that  of  the 
Sailor's  Snug  Harbor,  in  the  fall  of  1827.  His 
speech  in  the  State  Senate  on  the  disputed  account.^ 
of  Gov.  Tompkins  —  the  last  he  ever  delivered 
in  that  body — was  a  memorable  and  magnificent 
production. 

The  Constitutional  Convention  of  1S21  was 
composed  of  the  ablest  men  connected  with  the 
great  political  parties  in  New  York.  Among 
them  were  James  Kent,  Rufus  King,  Am- 
brose Spencer,  Abraham  Van  Vechten,  Elisha 
Williams  and  Peter  R.  Livingston.  Foremost - 
among  these  was  Martin  Van  Buren.  He  took 
part  in  all  the  importint  discussions,  and  estab- 
lished the  claim  of  his  friends  that  he  was  a  high- 
minded,  gified,  eloquent  and  independent  states- 
man. In  his  speeches  there  was  none  of  that  a<l 
captandiim  eloquence  calculated  to  touch  the  pas- 
sions of  the  multitude  :  they  were  the  offsprings  of 
research,  of  an  enlarged  and  liberal  mind,  with 
statesman-like  views.  In  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  then  composed  of  the  ablest  and  most  illus- 
trious statesmen  of  the  nation,  Mr.  Van  Buren 
took  a  commanding  position. 

He  was  earlv  committed  airainst  the  policy  of 
distribution  of  the  public  lands,  subsequently  advo- 
cated with  so  mucli  zeal  and  ability  by  Mr.  Clay. 
He  was  never  friendly  to  a  high  protective  tariff, 
but  voted  for  the  tariff  of  1S24.  t!iou'j:h  not  entirely 
I  sitiitied  with  all  itsdetails.    He  deligiited  to  repeat  • 
I  the  witty  remark  of  John  Randolph  concerning 
I  the  tariff  movement  of^  1827-8,  which  he  regarded 
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almost  \vholly  of  a  political  character.  "That 
tariff,"  said  Air.  Randolph,  "docs  not  refer  to 
manufactories  of  any  sort  or  kind,  except  to  the 
manufacture  of  a  President  of  the  United  Slates." 

After  the  death  of  i\Ir.  Clinton,  in  February, 
1828,  Mr.  Van  Buren  became  Governor  of  the 
State,  but  on  being  appointed  Secretary  of  State 
under  President  Jackson,  he  resigned  the  ( jovernor- 
ship.    This  event  took  place  March  12,  1829. 

He  subsequently  became  \'ice-lVesident  of  the 
United  States,  ami  at  a  Democratic  National  Con- 
vention held  at  JJaltimore  in  May,  1835,  he  was 
unanimously  nominated  a  candidate  for  President 
of  the  United  States.  Col.  Richard  M.  Johnson 
was  nominated  for  Vice-President.  Mr.  Van  Buren 
was  inaugurated  on  the  4th  of  .March,  1837.  and 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  great  office. 

The  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  constituted 
an  important  feature  in  his  inaugural  address  ; 
the  agitation  of  this  great  question  had  begun  in 
the  year  1834-5  in  the  Northern  States.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  and  his  friends  strongi}-  opposed  the  move- 
ment. Though  he  brought  to  the  office  much 
ability  as  a  statesman,  the  highest  and  most  consci- 
entious patriotism,  there  were  many  uni'ortunate 
circumstances  that  tended  to  render  his  adminis- 
tration in  a  measure  unpopular.  We  cannot  say 
that  at  this  time  his  opposition  to  the  anti-slaverv 
question  injured  him  as  much  as  has  been  alleged. 
The  measure  had  not  then  been  far  enough  ad- 
vanced in  a  political  sense  to  have  a  bearing  upon 
his  administration.  What  tended  most  to  injure 
it  was  the  terrible  revulsion,  or  financial  crisis, 
which  prostrated  the  industry  and  commercial  in- 
terests of  the  nation.  The  Whig  party  adroitly 
took  advantage  of  this  unfortunate  state  of  things 
and  attributed  the  financial  depression  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  policy  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administra- 
tion. This  resulted  in  his  defeat  for  re-election  in 
1840  and  the  elevation  of  Gen.  Harrison.  He 
retired  from  the  Presidential  chair  to  private  life. 
His  nomination  by  a  wing  of  the  Democratic  party 
at  Buffalo  in  1848,  and  his  defeat,  are  events  too 
well  known  to  need  any  description  here. 

BENJA^^N  F.  BUTLER. 

Benjamin  F.  Butler,  an  historic  name  in  the 
State  and  Nation,  a  lawyer  of  the  highest  ability, 
a  scholar  of  rare  endL>\vments,  and  a  citizen  of 
great  purity  of  character,  was  born  at  Kinderhook, 
in  the  Ci:)unty  of  Columbia,  December  17,  1795. 
His  father  was  a  merchant  at  that  place ;  a  man  of 
strict  integrity,  industrious  in  his  vocation,  and 
honorable  in  his  relations  to  the  society  in  which 
he  lived. 

■  The  earlv  vears  of  voung  Butler  were  passed  in 
attending  a  common  district  school  and  in  a.ssist- 
ing  his  father  in  his  store.  He  was  a  bov  of  re- 
spectful manners  and  an  intellectual  turn  of  mind. 
While  engaged  in  the  store,  he  became  a  favorite 
of  a  learned  and  distinguished  Presbyterian  clergv- 
man,  wh<~)  rcsideil  ne;ir  his  fituer  ;  from  this 
gentleman  he  received  his  first  knuwledge  of 
books  and  the  rudiments  i>f  a  classical  education. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen,   Benjamin,   already  far 


I  advanced   in   his  studies,  was  sent  to  Hudson 
I  Academy,  where  he  remained  several  years,  an 
I  energetic  and  succes.«iful  student.     When  his  aca- 
demic Course  was  ended,  he  entered  the  office  of 
I  (iNIartin  Van  Buren,  then  a  young  lawyer  who  had 
j   been  at  the  Bar  but  a  few  years,  but  wiio  was 
I  regarded  as  a  young  man  of  great  promise,  and 
!  who  had  already  secured  a  respectable  position  at 
the  Columbia  i^ar.    This  was  in  the  vear  1S12. 
In   the  year   18 16  Mr.  Van  Buren  removed  to 
Albany,  where  he  entered  upon  his  extraordinarv 
official  career.    Young  Butler  accompanied  him. 
In  1818  Mr.  Butler  was  called  to  the  Bar.  and  im- 
mediately became  the  partner  of  !Mr.  \'an  Buren, 
a  relation  which  existed  until  February,  1S21, 
when  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  appointed  a  Senat<jr  in 
1  Congress.     In  1S27  ]\Ir.    Butler  was  united  in 
!  marriage  to  ]\Iiss  Allen,  a  young  lady  of  many 
;  accom})lishments  and  many  mental  and  personal 
attractions.    She  was  a  sister  of  the  gallant  Lieuten- 
I  ant  William  H.  Allen,  who  distinguished  himself 
i  in  the  engagement  between  the  frigate  "United 
j  States''  and  the  British  ship-of-war  "Macedonia," 
I  in  1812,  and  who  was  afterward  killed  by  pirates 
I  in  the  Gulf  of  }iIexico. 

The  firm  of  Van  Buren  ifc  Butler  was  the  most 
distinguished  legal  firm  in  the  State.     The  senior 
member  stood  at  the  head  of  the  State  Bar,  and  his 
practice  at  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  and 
his  position  as  a  Senator  in  Congress  gave  him  a 
national  reputation. 
;      Mr.  Butler,  with  his  unwearied  industry,  tena- 
I  cious  memory  and  active  intellect,  followed  rapidlv 
i  in  the  footsteps  of  his  preceptor  and  former  partner, 
j      Among  the  important  cases  which,  by  Mr.  \'an 
I  Buren's  retirement  from  the  firm,  were  left  for  Mr. 
f   Butler   to    conduct,   were   Wilkes  vs.   Lynn  and 
I    ]'ar!ck  vs.  J()limo7i.    These  cases  attracted  great 
I  attention  throughout  the  State,  and  for  a  consider- 
able time  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Court  for 
the  Correction  of  Errors. 

The  labor  necessary  to  their  preparation  for  argu- 
ment was  immense  ;  but  ]\Ir.  Butler  brought  to  the 
task  that  industry  and  research  tor  which  he  was  so 
distinguished.  After  several  weeks  of  labor  he 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  \'an  Buren  a  thoroughly 
arranged,  exhaustive  and  perfect  brief  Mr.  Van 
Buren  argued  the  cases,  assisted  by  ~S\x.  Butler. 

For  two  years  afier  his  admission  to  the  Bar  ^Ir. 
Butler  confined  himself  to  the  Circuit  Courts,  at- 
taining a  highly  res[)ectable  reputation  as  a  jurv 
lawyer.     He  first  appeared  in  a  General  Term  of 
the  Supreme  Court  in  October,  1S20,   when  he 
argued  the  case  of  the  People  vs.  Foote ;  his  oppo- 
nent was  the  late  Thos.  J.  Oakley,  who  then  ranked 
among  the  great  lawyers  of  the  State.    Soon  afier 
I  this,  he  argueil,  in  the  same  court,  the  celebrated 
I  case  of  the  President  ami  Directors  of  the  Bank  nf 
I   Aithiirn  vs.  Blaiichard  el  al.  ;  his  opponent  was 
Daniel  Cady,  an  illustrious  character  in  the  legal 
history  of  the  State. 
\      One  of  Mr.  Butler's  first  cases  in  the  Court  for 
the  Correction  of  Errors  was  that  of  vs. 
Gibson — a  case  '>f  historic  importance.    The  op- 
posing counsel  was  that  giant  of  the  Bar,  J.  V. 
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Henry.  In  tho  celebrated  case  of  Tinitp  \  s.  Smith, 
and  that  of  Jfor/on  vs.  Cnri^ii/i,  Mr.  Bmler  was 
associatetl  with  Samuel  A.  Talcott,  one  of  ihe  bril- 
liant ornaments  of  the  New  York  State  Bar. 

Mr.  Butler  appeared  so  often  in  the  Supreme 
Court  that  a  liistorv  of  his  cases  he  conducted  in 
that  court  would  fill  several  volumes. 

On  Februan-  19.  1S21,  he  was  api)ointed 
District  Allorney  of  Albany  Cminty,  dischar^dng 
the  duties  of  diis  office  till  January,  1-825,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  Edward  Livingston. 

Though  the  labors  of  this  office  were  heavy,  and 
for  one  so  yoimg  its  responsibilities  great,  Mr. 
Butler's  success  was  in  proporuon  to  his  labor,  and 
he  retired  from  the  office  with  the  well-earned 
commendations  of  the  public.  Before  his  official 
term  expired,  a  law  was  passed  by  the  Legislature 
of  1824,  appointing  Chancellor  Kent,  Erastus  Root 
and  Benjamin  F.  Budcr  commissioners  to  revise 
the  laws  of  the  State  ;  but  these  gentlemen  did  not 
enter  upon  the  duties  thus  assigned  them,  as  the 
Legislature  of  1825  passed  an  act  by  which  Mr. 
Butler,  John  Duer  and  Henry  Wheaton  were  made 
commissioners  to  revise  the  statute  laws.  Not  long 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  'Sir.  Wheaton  was  ap- 
pointed charge  d'affaires  io  the  Court  of  Berlin,  and 
John  C.  Spencer  was  appointed  in  his  place. 

As  was  said  by  a  distinguished  member  of  the 
Bar,  "  the  selection  of  Mr.  J^utler,  who  had  then  so 
recently  commenced  his  practice,  for  a  position  so 
high  and  responsible,  carried  with  it  the  evidence 
of  the  high  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  the 
Legislature.  It  was  an  undertaking  of  great  hazard 
to  his  professional  reputation,  as  well  as  an  im- 
mense labor.  It  involved  for  a  time  the  entire 
sacrifice  of  his  busine.ss,  as  he  was  obliged  to  devote 
his  time  almost  exclusively  to  that  business.  He 
undertook  it,  and,  notwithstanding  the  prejudices 
it  at  first  encountered,  it  was  carried  to  a  successful 
termination." 

In  the  language  of  Judge  Kent,  All  who  knew 
the  indomitable  energy  of  John  C.  Spencer  will 
naturally  believe  that  his  spirit  pervaded  the  whole 
work  ;  but,  judging  from  internal  evidence,  I  can- 
not avoid  believing  that  much  of  the  essential  excel- 
lence of  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  more  of  the 
labor  which  adapted  them  to  our  general  system  of 
jurisprudence — the  plan  and  order  of  the  work,  the 
learning  of  the  notes,  the  marginal  references,  and 
the  admirable  index  which  accompanies  it — should 
be  ascribed  to  the  labor,  the  patient  touches  of 
unwearied  art,  bestowed  by  Mr.  Butler.  The 
statutes,  however,  reveal  the  learning,  skill,  labor 
and  ability  of  each  of  their  great  authors.'' 

Three  years  later  a  new  edition  of  the  statutes 
was  deemed  necessary,  and  the  revisers  were  once 
more  called  to  the  work  of  revision.  The  whole 
existing  statute  laws  of  a  general  nature,  all  the  acts 
of  the  Legislature  passed  since  the  year  1825, 
were  carefully  examined  ;  the  statutes  themselves 
critically  reviewed  and  re-arranged,  with  annota- 
tions and  references  made  by  the  Supreme  Court, 
the  Court  of  Chancery  and  the  Court  fur  the  Cor- 
rection of  Errors. 


i  This  new  edition  was  reported  to  the  Lcgi.^lature 
j  at  its  annual  session  in  tlie  winter  of  rSj^),  and  by 
I  ap])ro[)riate  acts  was  jiassed  as  the  Statutes  of  the 
!  State  of  Xew  York.  Other  editions  have  succeeded 
I  it,  embracing  acts  since  passed.  They  are  volumin- 
ous but  indispensable  works  in  the  library  of  a 
practicing  lawyer. 

Mr.  Butler  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
;  ture  of  1828.  and  left  on  its  records  indubitable 

evidence  of  his  ability  as  a  legislator. 
I      In  1833  I\Ir.  Butler  was  appointed  commissioner, 
I  with  Theodore  Frelinghuy.sen,  to  settle  the  long- 
!  disputed  boundary  line  between  Xew  York  and 
New  Jersey,  and  brought  this  diflicult  question 
to  a  higlily  satisfactory  adjustment.    In  the  autumn 
of  1S33,   before  the  labors  of  the  Xew  Jersey 
commission  were  terminated,  Mr.  Butler  was  ap- 
j  pointed  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States,  in 
place  of  Roger  B.  Taney,  appointed  Chief  justice  of 
the  United  States.    A  few  days  before  Mr.  Butler's 
departure  for  Washington  to  enter  upon  the  duties 
of  his  office,  the  citizens  of  Albany,  without  distinc- 
tion of  party,  assembled  and  publicly  expressed 
their  regard  for  his  virtues  as  a  citizen  and  their  ad- 
miration of  his  talents  as  a  lawyer.    Among  those 
who  addressed  the  meeting  were  Stephen  Van  Rens- 
selaer,  Abraham  Van  \'echten   and  Harmanus 
Bleecker. 

In  October,  1836,  while  discharging  liis  duties 
as  Attorney-General.  'Sir.  Butler  was  appointed 
Secretary  of  War  in  the  Cabinet  of  President  Jack- 
son. He  discharged  the  dudes  of  the  two  offices 
until  the  4th  of  ^larch,  1837.  In  the  Department 
of  War  there  was  at  this  time  a  large  accumulaiion 
of  business,  owing  to  the  Seminole  war;  but  Mr. 
Butler,  by  his  assiduity  and  systematic  method, 
brought  up  the  arrears  of  business,  and  left  the  de- 
partment in  a  satisfactory  state  to  his  illustrious 
successor,  Felix  Grundy,  of  Tennessee. 

The  legal  opinions  rendered  by  ]\Ir.  Butler  while 
Attorney-General  are  still  read  and  admired  for 
their  profundity  in  substance,  their  perfection  in 
diction  ;  they  are  also  established  as  reliable  prece- 
dents. 

On  the  4th  of  ^larch,  1837,  President  Van  Buren 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  administration.  Sir. 
Butler  continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Attor- 
j  ney-General  until  January,  1838,  when  he  resigned 
I  and  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
j  Within  a  few  months,  however,  the  ofTice  of  United 
j  States  District  Attorney  for  the  Southern  District  of 
I  X'^ew  York  became  vacant,  and  Sir.  Butler  was  ap- 
!  pointed  to  fill  that  office.  He  discharged  these 
I  duties  until  the  inauguration  of  President  Harrison. 
I  when  he  resigned.  When  President  Polk  assumed 
I  the  executive  chair  he  tendered  Mr.  Butler  the 
I  office  of  Secretary  of  War,  but  the  '  itfer  was  respect- 
fully declined  for  reasons  which  were  entirely  .satis- 
'  factory  to  the  President.  X'<'it  long  after,  however, 
j  the  President  tendered  to  Mr.  Butler  the  oflice  of 
1  United  States  District  .Attorney  for  the  .Southern 
I  District.  This  position  Sir.  Butler  did  not  hesitate 
!  to  accefit,  as  it  did  not  interfere  with  the  duties  of 
his  profession.  He  discharged  these  olTiciai  duties 
I  until  after  die  election  of  Gen.  Taylor,  when  he 
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was  removed  for  political  reasons.  In  t!ie  mean- 
time Mr.  Eutler  had  become  a  citi/en  of  the  City 
of  New  York. 

In  the  summer  of  1856  he  made  a  visit  to  Eng- 
land, but  returned  very  soon  to  c<;mplete  a  profes- 
sional engagement  of  great  importance.  This  was 
the  great  case  of  Lcvii  vs.  Curtis,  which  had  been 
before  the  court  for  a  long  time,  and  was  then 
pending  in  the  Court  of  Appeals.  He  was  com- 
pelled to  terminate  his  European  tour  in  order  to 
conduct  the  argument  of  the  case  at  a  term  of  the 
court  then  approaching. 

In  1835  the  Council  of  the  University  of  the  City 
of  New  York  having  decided  to  establish  a  taculty 
of  law  in  that  institution,  'Sir.  Butler  was  reiiuested 
to  prepare  a  plan  for  its  organization.  He  com- 
plied with  the  request,  and  on  the  29th  day  of  ^Nlay, 

1835,  submitted  to  Rev.  J.  N.  Mathews,  then 
Chancellor  of  the  University,  a  document  entitled 
"  A  Plan  for  the  Organization  of  a  Law  Faculty 
and  for  a  System  of  Instruction  in  Legal  -Science  in 
the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York."  His 
plan  was  warmly  approved  by  the  Council  and 
promptly  accepted  by  the  most  flattering  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  Butler  continued  to  devote  his  entire  ener- 
gies to  the  duties  of  his  profession  ;  but  it  was  ap- 
parent to  his  friends  that  his  health  was  -rapidlv 
failing,  and  they  prevailed  upon  him  to  visit  Europe 
again.  According^Jy,  in  October,  1S6S,  he  em- 
barked on  the  steamer  Arago,  bound  for  Havre, 
intending  to  remain  abroad  two  years.  On  the 
29th  of  October  he  landed  at  Havre.  He  visited 
Harfieur  and  Rouen,  and  on  the  3d  of  November 
he  arrived  at  Paris.  The  next  day  he  wrote  a  long 
and  interesting  letter  to  his  son,  William  Allen 
Butler,  Esq.  In  the  evening  of  that  day  he  was 
taken  ill,  and  his  disease  rapidly  progressed,  and 
finally,  on  the  8th  of  November,  his  earthly  career 
ended. 

GREENE  C.  BRONSON. 

Among  the  illustrious  legists  whose  names  em- 
bellish the  roll  of  lawyers  of  Albany  County  is 
Greene  C.  Bronson,  who  for  twenty  }ears  and  up- 
ward was  a  gifted  and  succes.'jful  contestant  at  the 
Albany  Bar. 

He  was  born  at  L'tica,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1789.  He  began  his  practice  at  Utica  about 
the  year  18 15;  he  early  developed  a  peculiarly 
strong  judicial  mind  and  method,  in  recognition  of 
which  he  was,  on  April  13,  1819,  appointed  Surro- 
gate of  Oneida  County.  He  discharged  the  dudes 
of  this  office  for  two  years  with  singular  abilitv.  In 
the  fall  of  1822  he  was  elected  member  of  Assembly 
Irom  Oneida  County,  and  was  honored  b\  the  posi- 
tion as  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee.  The 
next  year  he  was  tendered  a  renomination,  but  de- 
clined, and  devoted  himself  to  his  profession. 

On  February  27,  1829,  he  was  appointed  Attor- 
ney-General ot  the  State,  the  successor  of  Samuel 
A.  Talcolt,  uni\ersall\  acknowledged  one  of  the 
greatest  of  American  lawyers.  Mr.  Bronson  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  this  office  till  January  12, 

1836,  when  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  Justices  of 


I  the  Sufjreme  Court.  should  have  said  that 

'  about  the  time  he  was  appointed  Attorney-General 
he  removed  to  Albany,  where  he   resided  over 
I  twenty  successive  years. 

I  On  March  5,  1845,  he  was  appointed  Chief  Jus- 
[  dee  of  the  State,  in  place  of  Hon.  Samuel  Nelson, 
appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States.  Few  members  of  the  American 
Bench  rank  higher  than  Judge  Bronson  ;  die  o[)in- 
ions  written  by  him  ahvavs  command  the  respect 
and  admiration  of  the  student  and  the  practitioner  ; 
the  ingenuity  ami  exactness  with  which  they  are 
written,  their  polemical  strength  and  the  extent  of 
their  erudition,  are  hardly  equaled  by  those  of  any 
other  judge.  He  occupied  the  Bench  as  Chief 
Justice  two  years,  when  he  resigned,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Samuel  Bcariisley,  the  last  of  the  Chief 
Justices  under  the  Constitution  of  1S21. 

In  1853  he  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port 
of  New  York,  and  removed  from  Albany  to  that 
city.  In  1859  he  was  Corporation  Counsel  for  the 
City  of  New  York,  serving  until  1863,  when  he  re- 
tired to  private  life. 

In  politics  Judge  Bronson  was  a  Democrat,  and 
during  the  divisions  of  the  Democratic  party  into 
Hard  Shell  and  Soft  Shell  factions,  he  was  the 
leader  of  the  Hard  Shell  wing.  Some  of  his 
speeches  delivered  in  defense  of  his  position  created 
marked  attention  throughout  the  nation  for  the 
skill  ot  their  argument,  the  beauty  and  strength  of 
their  dicdon,  and,  more  than  all,  for  their  boldness, 
and,  as  the  opposition  journals  termed,  for  their 
audacity. 

Judge  Bronson  died  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
September  3,  1863. 

MARCUS  T.  REYxNOLDS. 

During  a  period  of  twenty-six  years  Marcus  T. 
Reynolds  was  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
Albany  Bar.  The  history  of  his  career  during  that 
time  is  the  history  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Court  tor 
the  Correction  of  Errors  and  the  Court  of  Appeals. 
For  ten  years  previous  to  that  time  he  often  ap- 
peared in  the  different  courts  that  held  their  sit- 
tings in  Albany;  an  examination  of  the  reports 
of  the  cases  argued  in  the  Appellate  Courts  of  the 
State  from  1817  to  1853  shows  that  Mr.  Reynolds 
represented  more  cases  adjudicated  in  the  Supreme 
j  Court  and  Court  of  Errors  than  almost  any  other 
lawyer  in  the  State. 

He  was  born  at  Florida,  ?»Iontgomery  County, 
N.  Y.,  December  22,  17S8.  When  he  was  ten 
years  of  age  he  was  placetl  in  a  high  school  at 
Canajoharic,  where  he  remained  diree  years.  Leav- 
I  ing  Canajoharie,  he  entered  a  collegiate  school  at 
I  Utica,  where  he  was  fitted  for  college.  In  1S05  he 
entered  Union  College,  from  whence,  in  1S08,  he 
was  graduated,  standing  second  in  his  class. 

While  in  college  he  developed  those  polemical 
and  elocutionary  talents,  that  keen  and  sparkling 
wit,  which  distinguished  him  as  an  advocate.  Hav- 
i  ing  graduated,  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the 
i  office  of  that  truly  great  lawyer,  Matthias  B.  Hil- 
I  dreth,  of  Johnstown,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Hildreth  was  for 
i  se\  cral  years  Attorney-General  of  the  State. 
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Young  Reynolds  was  a  particular  favorite  \\'\\\\ 
his  learned  preceptor,  who  spared  no  jniins  in 
advancing  his  student  in  acquiring  that  know  ledge 
necessary  for  a  profound  and  successful  lawyer. 
On  October  12,  li^ii,  Revnolds  was  called  to  the 
Bar.  About  this  time  Addison  Gardner,  Samuel 
Stevens,  John  A.  Collier,  Charles  ()'Conor, 
William  II.  Seward,  Ogden  Hoffman  and  Alunzo 
C.  Page  were  called  to  the  Ear. 

Mr.  Reynolds  began  his  practice  at  Johnstown, 
N.  Y. ;  here  he  was"  compelled  to  contend  with 
Daniel  Cady,  of  whom  it  may  be  said  he  was  a 
gladiator  in  the  legal  arena  of  uncommon  prow- 
ess. Other  eminent  lawyers  became  the  antago- 
nists of  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  in  contending  with 
legal  giants  he  rapidly  grew  to  be  one  himself. 

He  continued  to  practice  at  Johnstown  until 
1828,  when  he  removed  to  Albany,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  where  he  retained 
that  position  which  has  given  him  an  undying  fame 
in  the  legal  history  of  the  State. 

The  legal  speeches  of  ]Mr.  Reynolds  were 
natural,  easy,  replete  with  argument,  never  too 
artificial,  and  recherche.  His  gestures  were  very 
few,  generally  with  his  right  arm  and  forefinger, 
occasionally  dropping  the  palm  of  his  left  hand 
upon  the  table,  if  une  was  before  him  ;  if  not,  he 
balanced  it  before  him  in  an  easy,  natural  manner. 

He  had  the  faculty  of  passing  from  "grave  to 
gay,  from  lively  to  severe,"  with  surprising  facility. 
This  is  illustrated  by  his  arguments  in  cases  like 
JSIabee  vs.  Peck,  and  cases  like  Tlie  People  vs.  Lam- 
prey.   So  widely  did  these  intellectual  efforts  differ 
from  each  other  that  a  stranger  would  naturally 
have   believed    them    to  be  the  productions  of 
ditTerent  minds.     The  former  case  involved  the 
consideration  of  mere  abstract  questions  of  law, 
and  his  argument  abounded  in  nothing  but  reason, 
relieved  by  no  lucid  narration — no  appeal  to  the 
feelings — no  address  to  the  imagination,  and  yet  it 
was  an  intellectual  triumph  :  those  who  listened  to 
him  could  hardly  think  it  possible  for  a  feeling  of 
pathos,  sympathy  or  pleasantry  ever  to  enter  his 
bosom,   so  thoroughly  prosaic  was  his  speech. 
Lamprey  was  tried  for  the  murder  of  his  own 
nephew.    There  were  many  circumstances  in  the 
case  which  appealed  strongly  to  sympathy,  and 
Mr.  Reynolds  interposed  a  powerful  and  successful 
defense,  founded  not  only  upon  the  facts,  but 
upon  grave  and  intricate  (juestions  of  law.  His 
address  to  the  jury  was  an  inimitable  specimen  of 
legal  oratory.     It  was  often  enlivened  by  momen- 
tary displays  of  wit  and  humor  ;  it  abounded  in 
exquisitely  wrought  {)assages,  in  which  pathos  and 
argument  were  interfused.    ]'",ven  on  the  discussion 
of  the  legal  tjuestions  in  this  case,  "he  cast  the 
playful  hues  of  his  fancy  ;  "  so  that  it  was  ditTicult 
to  determine  whether  at  the  bar  he  was  the  giant 
or  magician— Bria reus  or  Prospero. 

He  carried  his  cases  by  being  thoroughly  imbued 
with  them  himself,  and  then,  by  a  clear  and  well- 
defined  statement  to  court  and  jury,  imparting  the 
impression  that  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  right  of  his 
case.  Before  a  jury  he  had  a  sort  of  magnetic  power. 


h\  which  he  photographed  his  own  ideas  and  rea- 
sons upon  the  minds  of  the  jury. 

Many  years  before  his  death  he  was  thrown  from 
a  horse  ;  the  fall  produced  an  injury  to  one  of  his 
knee-pans  of  such  a  serious  character  that  ampu- 
tation became  necessary.  Immediately  after  the 
accident  he  was  taken  into  a  store,  and  the  wound 
was  examined  by  one  of  the  most  skillful  surgeons 
in  Albany,  who  became  convinced  that  amputation 
must  inevitably  follow,  and  he  so  informed  the  suf- 
ferer, stating  further  that  perhaps  it  had  better  be 
done  on  the  following  day. 

"  I  wish  you  to  proceed  instantly.  I  cannot  have 
the  matter  upon  my  mind,"  said  Reynolds.  The 
surgeon  obeyed.  This  was  before  chloroform  was 
used  by  surgeons,  but  Mr.  Re}'nolds  submitted  to 
the  operation  without  a  groan.  After  the  loss  of 
his  leg  he  generally  conducted  his  causes  sitting. 

In  person  he  was  slightly  above  the  ordinary 
stature  ;  his  frame  was  slender,  but  well  propor- 
tioned ;  in  his  earlier  years  his  form  was  more 
athletic.  His  face  was  thin  ;  his  high  lorehead 
evinced  intellectual  power  ;  he  lived  a  life  of  devo- 
tion to  his  prolession,  never  seeking  or  holding 
public  office.  Simple  and  retired  in  his  tastes  and 
habits,  a  warm  and  generous  friend,  an  open  and 
manly  adversary.  Many  of  the  religious,  charita- 
ble and  literary  institutions  of  Albany  are  indebted 
to  him  for  pecuniary  aid  and  valuable  assistance. 
For  many  years  he  was  a  member  of  St.  Peter's 
Church,  and  for  a  long  time  one  of  the  vestry. 

In  his  social  reladons,  'Six.  Reynolds  possessed 
those  qualities  which  accompany  a  refined  and  sen- 
sitive mind,  causing  him  to  be  greatly  beloved 
in  the  sacred  circle  of  home. 

He  died  on  the  13th  of  July,  1S64,  in  the  seven- 
ty-seventh year  of  his  age. 

Ten  years  previous  to  his  death,  owing  to  ill 
health,  he  retired  from  the  Bar,  and  nearly  with- 
drew from  former  associations  and  society.  At  last 
his  splendid  intellect  vanished,  and  his  last  years 
were  passed  in  mental  darkness. 

SAMUEL  STEVENS. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  give  a  history  of 
the  Bar  of  Albany  without  some  description  of 
Gen.  Samuel  Stevens.  From  the  year  1837 
down  to  the  adoption  of  the  Code  of  Procedure 
-Samuel  Stevens,  Marcus  T.  Reynolds  and  Nicholas 
Hill  were,  perhaps,  three  of  the  most  prominent 
lawyers  in  the  State.  They  were  constantly  engaged 
in  the  principal  courts,  often  on  the  same  side, 
but  more  frequently  opposed  to  each  other. 

Gen.  Stevens  was  a  lawyer  of  rare  accomplish- 
ments, an  advocate  of  great  power.  Like  Ogden 
Hoffman,  he  contrived  to  give  interest  to  a  dry  de- 
tail of  facts  by  a  happy  adaptation  of  his  mind  to 
them  ;  he  could,  on  the  instant,  select  from  a 
variety  of  matters  those  which  would  make  the  best 
appearance  and  be  least  exposed  to  observation 
and  to  answer.  "  He  could  estimate  the  probable 
case  which  was  hid  in  his  adversary's  brief,  and 
prepare  his  own  to  elude  its  force."  As  a  speaker 
he  was  as  effective  before  the  court  as  either  Hill  or 
Reynolds  ;  as  a  jury  lawyer  he  was  more  successful 
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than  the  former,  because  he  was  more  emotional, 
more  vivacious  and  more  vclietnent.  His  .^gesticu- 
lation was  active  and  frequent,  and  he  often  ilUis- 
trated  his  argument  with  a  humorous  story  which 
contained  force  and  point :  his  good  nature  always 
prevailed  at  the  Bar,  accompanied  by  an  incisive 
wit  ever  at  his  command,  ever  agreeable,  because 
it  never  descended  to  otiensive  satire.  In  his  man- 
ner he  was  what  might  be  called  free  and  easy  ; 
like  Martin  Grover,  when  at  the  l^ar,  his  mouth  was 
always  occupied  by  a  quid  of  tobacco,  by  no 
means  intinitessimal  in  size.  He  was  popular  with 
the  people,  and  thus  he  had  one  quality  of  the  suc- 
cessful politician.  He  was  first  known  to  the  polit- 
ical world  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  eloquent 
supporters  of  DeWitt  Clinton  in  the  State. 

In  1825  he  represented  his  native  county,  Wash- 
ington, in  the  Assembly,  and  although  one  of  its 
youngest  members,  he  was  regarded  as  the  leader 
of  the  Clinlonian  party  in  that  body.  In  1827 
he  was  again  elected  to  the  Assemblv.  In  Feb- 
ruary of  that  year  he  delivered  a  speech  in  the 
House  on  that  part  of  the  Governor's  Message 
which  referred  to  internal  improvements.  This 
speech  gave  him  a  State  reputation  as  an  ingenious 
reasoner  and  an  accomplished  legislative  debater. 
He  afterward  identified  himself  with  the  Whig 
party,  and  in  the  Legislative  Caucus  held  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1839,  was  strongly  sustained  for  candidate 
for  Attorney-General  ;  Willis  Hall,  of  New  York, 
was,  however,  the  successful  candidate,  on  a  vote 
of  45  to  42.  He  was  never  again  before  the  pub- 
lic for  any  civil  office,  excepting  once  when  he  was 
nominated  for  Lieutenant-Governor. 

In  personal  apjtearance  Gen.  Stevens  differed 
materially  from  both  Hill  and  Reynolds  ;  he  was 
short,  thickset,  tending  to  corpulency  ;  his  eve- 
lids  were  always  partly  closed,  as  though  they  were 
affected  by  the  light.  He  was  of  nervous  tempera- 
ment, active,  energetic  and  restless. 

The  names  of  Hill,  Reynolds  and  Stevens  are 
strongly  associated  together  ;  at  the  Albany  Bar 
there  was  scarcely  a  case  of  impc>rtance  tried 
in  which  one  of  the  three  did  not  appear  as 
counsel. 

Gen.  Stevens  was  not  so  long  identified  with 
the  Albany  Bar  as  Hill  and  Reynolds,  but  he  has 
left  on  its  history  a  name  and  fame  of  which  this 
Bar  may  be  justly  proud. 

He  was  for  a  time  a  partner  of  James  Edwards, 
Esq.,  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Albany  Bar, 
and  afterward  he  was  the  law  partner  of  ' Peter 
Cagger,  under  the  firm  name  of  Stevens  &  Cagger, 
which  became  one  of  the  most  powerful  in  the 
State,  and  continued  for  several  years. 

JOHN  C.  SPENCER. 

John  C.  Spencer,  ranking  among  the  ablest  of 
American  lawyers,  was  for  many  years  a  member 
of  the  Albany  Bar.  Here  he  achieved  his  greatest 
legal  and  political  trium|)hs.  His  name  is  not 
only  identified  with  the  legal  Init  with  the  pijlidcal 
history  of  the  State. 

The  political  career  of  De  Witt  Clinton  is  largely 
blended  with  tliat  of  fohn  C.  bpencer. 


He  was  born  at  Hutlson,  N.  Y.,  August  i  2,  1786; 
he  was  a  son  of  Ambrose  Spencer,  to  whom  we 
have  often  referred  in  this  work.  From  his  earliest 
years  he  was  accustomed  to  the  society  of  distin- 
guished, learned  and  gifted  men.  His  first  knowl- 
edge of  politics  was  drawn  from  witnessing  the  con- 
test of  our  great  American  politicians  who  flour- 
ished in  the  early  part  of  the  present  century.  He 
saw  how  causes  were  tried  by  witnessing' the  legal 
contests  of  Hamilton,  Burr,  Hoffman,  Emmet  and 
other  great  lawyers. 

He  prepared  fjr  college  at  Fludson  Academy, 
and  entered  Union  College  in  1799.  During  his 
collegiate  course  a  friendship  began  between  him- 
self and  Dr.  Nott — afterward  for  many  years  the 
distinguished  president  of  that  college  —  which 
warmed  as  it  ripened,  and  continued  until  the  death 
of  Mr.  Spencer. 

As  a  student  young  Spencer  was  distinguished 
for  close  and  thorough  application  to  his  studies, 
for  the  same  thoughtful  reserve,  the  same  dignified 
reticence,  which  marked  his  character  as  a  lawyer, 
legislator  and  cabinet  minister. 

In  July,  1803,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  Spencer 
graduated  with  scholarly  honors  exceedingly  grati- 
fying to  all  his  friends.  On  leaving  college  he 
began  the  study  of  law  with  his  distinguished 
father.  In  July,  1809,  he  was  called  to  the  Bar; 
very  soon  after  this  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  a 
daughter  of  James  Scott  Smith,  a  highly  respected 
citizen  of  New  York  City.  ^Nliss  Smith  was  a  lady  of 
rare  accomplishments,  with  that  high  cast  of  char- 
acter which  eminently  qualified  her  tor  the  wife  of 
John  C.  Spencer.  x\t  this  time  Western  New  York, 
though  mostly  a  wilderness,  was  attracting  the  at- 
tention of  the  enterprising  and  intelligent  people  of 
the  eastern  and  southern  parts  of  the  State.  Tlie 
beauty  of  its  scenery,  embellished  by  lakes,  rivers 
and  hills,  with  their  grand  old  forests,  and  its 
prospects  for  speedy  settlement  and  future  great- 
ness, were  vividly  portrayed  by  tourists. 

Among  those  who  decided  to  emigrate  to  that 
country  was  ?ilr.  Spencer,  and  in  September,  iScq, 
he  became  a  resident  of  Canandaigua.  With  a 
few  law  books  and  fifteen  dollars  in  money  he 
began  that  professional  career  which  has  rendered 
his  name  memorable  in  the  State  and  nation. 

He  used  to  describe,  in  a  pleasing  manner,  the 
first  dinner  of  which  he  and  his  wife  partook  in 
their  "own  hired  house  "  at  Canandaigua. 

"  Our  meal  was  sen'ed  on  a  plain  kitchen  table. 
I  was  seated  on  a  cheap,  old-fashioned  chair — the 
only  one  we  boasted  of — and  Mrs.  Spencer  occu- 
pied a  common  wooden  stool.  But  everything  on 
the  table,  though  simple,  was  nicely  cooked,  and 
we  enjoyed  our  meal  with  a  relish  never  equaled 
at  the  more  sumptuous  repasts  of  our  more  pros- 
perous days. '' 

In  1809  Ontario  County  embraced  within  its 
limits  all  that  territory  included  within  the  Coun- 
ties of  Yates  and  Wavne,  together  v.itii  all  that 
part  of  Monroe  and  Livingston  1}  ing  east  of  the 
Genesee  River.  Alter  !\[r.  Spencer  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Western  New  York  the  population  rapidly 
increased,  and  its  great  agricultural  and  other  ad- 


•    /'  an: .  .it-i-.-.-. 


■  ^  .  ..... 

.  ,  .... 


=■      ■    .   ^  r  .  .     ■  V.  /  .  ■ 

■       ■                  '  ■•  •.  ^    -  i;..ir:v/ 

^    r.  ■      nr. i  ;;j2c,.j^ 

"  •         - ;-.                           ■  .  .  „   '    'y",^J-i'?ii)i  .-K 

.'''^  ■■■  ■-  .-^^r.  ^iA"  7i/ 

-..      ■.        ■    .-'-.'i  rc-  ..i 

^  ...  ■   -1  -  /:    ■,;  :      ;  t  .  '  ^. 

:               ■  ;■■  :.  '■.[}  ]':■   :};:"■   d'jit'rr/    n;  | 

■  i  -  '• "a'.i^L  ^■:!•',  ■  i'A-jiv  '  | 
 ;  •■■  •             i-rrr:  :^mu-."'     .ii.-'.iii  uc^  I 

.'■     ■■-=■]   :        ■    '    m:iJ  ^ 

■  ■.^);:^.,:  ;  -jr.'    ■■r?'£.::i><i  I'-jhi  ^ 

.  r 


143 


HTSTORV  OF  THE  COUXTV  OF  ALB  AM'. 


I 


vantages  developed  to  a  surprising  degree.  The 
Ontario  Bar  liecame  one  of  the  most  eminent  in 
the  State,  at  tiie  head  of  which  ]Mr.  Spencer  always 
stood. 

In  February,  1818,  he  was  appointed  bv  Gov. 
Tompkins  Prosecuting,  or  District,  xittorney 
for  the  five  western  counties  of  the  State.  It  was 
a  position  of  great  responsibility  and  labor,  but  he 
discharged  his  duties  with  great  alacrity  and  suc- 
cess. In  the  spring  of  i Si 7  he  was  elected  a  rep- 
resentative in  Congress,  taking  his  seat  in  that 
body  December  i,  1817,  remaining  in  the  House 
during  its  fitteenth  session.  While  in  Congress  he 
received  the  nomination  for  United  States  Senator 
by  the  Clintonian  members  of  the  Legislature. 
Col.  Samuel  Young  and  Rufus  King  were  his 
opponents.  He  received  64  votes,  Col.  Young 
57;  but  Mr.  King  was  elected.  For  a  politician  as 
young  as  jMr.  Spencer  then — only  twenty-eight 
years  of  age — this  development  of  strength  was 
exceedingly  flattering  to  him.  In  the  autumn  of 
1819  he  was  elected  member  of  xAssembly,  and 
when  the  Legislature  convened  on  January-  2,  1820, 
Mr.  Spencer  was  chosen  Speaker.  He  was  re- 
elected in  the  fall  of  1821,  and  again  a  candidate 
for  Speaker,  but  was  defeated  bv  a  few  votes.  He 
was  elected  to  the  Legislatures  of  1S31  and  1S33. 

Mr.  Spencer  represented  the  old  Seventh  Sena- 
torial District  in  the  State  Senate  from  1825  to  the 
close  of  the  year  1828.  He  left  the  impressions  of 
his  great  learning  and  genius  on  the  records  of 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  and 
many  enactments  of  importance  which  make  a 
prominent  part  of  our  legal  structure  owe  their 
existence  to  his  learning  and  genius. 

In  1826  the  abduction  of  ?iIorgan  created  an 
unparalleled  excitement  in  the  State.  To  secure 
the  conviction  of  the  abductors  the  great  abilities 
of  Spencer  were  invoked,  and  he  was  appointed  by 
Gov.  Van  Buren  a  special  public  prosecutor  for 
that  occasion. 

But  so  skillfully  and  so  secretly  was  the  crime 
committed  that  all  eirorts  of  Mr.  Spencer,  aided 
by  the  power  of  the  State,  failed  to  bring  the  cul- 
prits to  justice,  and  the  mystery  which  hung  over 
the  affair  at  that  time  rests  upon  it  nmv.  Out  of 
it  grew  the  Anti-Masonic  party,  the  f;iundations  of 
which  were  laid  by  Thurlow  Weed.  William  H. 
Seward,  John  C.  Spencer,  Frederick  Whiltlesy, 
Bates  Cook  and  others.  For  a  time  it  was  very 
powerful,  particularly  in  the  western  part  of  the 
State.  It  was  short-lived,  however,  and  soon 
withered  awa}-,  or,  rather,  was  absorbed  by  the 
Whig  party,  wliich  was  founded  on  broader  princi- 
ples-of  Slate  polity. 

Mr.  Spencer,  with  Seward,  Weed  and  others, 
became  leaders  of  the     hig  party. 

In  the  autumn  of  1S36  he  removed  from  Canan- 
daigua  to  Albany,  where  he  resided  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  aided  materially  in  the  election  of 
Gen.  FIarris(jn,  who  died  very  soon  after  assum- 
ing the  executive  chair.  John  Tyler,  who  suc- 
succeeded  him.  appointed  Mr.  Spencer  his  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  though  the  Wing  partv  dissolved 
all  connection  with  Tyler,  Spencer  continued  to 


adhere  to  him  through  his  administration.  He 
advocated  the  election  of  Gen.  Taylor  ami 
the  election  of  Gen.  Scott.  After  the  Presiden- 
tial election  of  1852  he  never  mingled  in  politics. 
This,  in  brief,  was  the  career  of  John  C.  Spencer 
as  a  politician  ;  the  history  of  his  legal  career 
would  fill  volumes.  A  distinguished  part  of 
his  legal  work  was  in  the  part  he  took  as  one  of 

;  the  revisers  of  the  Xcw  York  Statutes.  Gov. 
Clinton  died  on  February  28,  1S28.  Before  his 
death  he  appointed  commissioners  for  the  revis- 
ion of  the  Statutes  ;  they  w-ere  John  C.  Spencer, 
John  Duer  and  Benjamin  F.  Butler.  These  gen- 
tlemen were  selected  for  their  high  standing  as 
lawyers,  regarded,  as  they  were,  as  the  most 
learned  of  the  profession  in  the  State.  The  success- 
ful manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duty  is 
too  well  known  to  need  comment  here.  The  Re- 
vised Statutes  of  the  State  of  New  York  are  grand 
and  enduring  monuments  of  the  genius,  the  learn- 
ing, the  puritv  and  wisdom  of  John  C.  Spencer, 

I  John  Duer  and  Benjamin  F.  i3utler.  Though, 
through  the  innovation  of  subsequent  law-makers 
and  codifiers,  many  of  their  sections  have  been  re- 
pealed, yet  many  remain,  indispensable  to  the 
practicing  lawyer. 

In  1849  '"IS  ^^"^s  appointed  one  of  the  codif\  ing 
commissioners,  but  to  the  great  regret  of  the  judi- 
ciary, the  profession  and  the  public  he  declined 
the  appointment  and  retired  to  private  lite. 

Few  men  were  more  beloved  in  Albany  than 
Mr.  Spencer  ;  its  public  interests  seemed  to  be  his 

-  interest,  and  his  relations  to  its  society  were  of  the 
most  pleasing  nature.  To  his  efforts  the  Albany 
Hospital  owes,  in  a  measure,  its  existence.  As 
was  said  bv  a  distinfruished  citizen  of  Albanv, 
speaking  of  the  hospital,  "  Its  interests  and  welflrre 
never  ceased  to  occupy  his  mind  ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  his  agency  in  its  foundation  was  a  rich  con- 
solation on  his  bed  of  death." 

The  State  Asylum  for  Idiots  is  another  institu- 
tion which  owes  much  to  his  influence  and 
generosity.  In  many  other  benignant  and  public 
matters  his  name  is  honorably  identified.  He  con- 
tinued the  dispenser  of  charities,  public  and 
private,  until  his  death. 

About  the  middle  of  May,  1S54,  he  visited  the 
City  of  New  York,  being  then  an  invalid.  While  there 
his  disease  took  a  more  violent  and  dangerous 
turn,  which  rendered  it  apparent  that  the  life  of  the 
great  statesman  and  lawyer  was  about  to  close.  He 
lingered  until  about  the  2Cth  of  May,  when  he 
quietly  and  peacefully  passed  away.  He  was  then 
in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  his  age. 

In  the  lovely  cemetery  of  Albany,  among  all  the 
beautiful  and  artistic  monuments  which  embellish 
it,  speaking  its  silent  language  of  respect  for  the 
dead,  none  is  oftener  visited,  none  elicits  more 
veneration,  or  brings  up  historic  associations  more 
vividly,  than  the  shaft  which  commemorates  the 
spot  where  repose  the  remains  (jf  John  C.  Spencer. 

JAMES  KDW.VRDS. 

]\Ir.  Jamks  Edw.^rds  was  a  member  of  the 
Albany   Bar,   who.^e   professional  acquirements, 
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scholarly  attainments  and  high  character  gave  him  | 
a  State  reputation.  ! 

He  was  born  in  Greenfield,  Saratoga,  N.  Y., 
December  9,  1 799.  He  reniuved  to  Albany  in  I 
1 816  ;  here  lie  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  (jlhce 
of  his  uncle,  H<_>n.  Alfred  Foote,  at  that  time  one 
of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  in  Albany.  In  1S22, 
at  a  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  held  in  Albany,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  liar,  and  s(Kjn  afterward 
formed  a  parinershij)  with  Gen.  Samuel  Stevens, 
whose  biograpliy  appears  in  this  work.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  firm  was  large  and  important,  exteml- 
ing  into  very  many  of  the  counties  of  Central  and 
Southern  New  York. 

To  use  the  language  of  the  Albany  Ar^us,  "  ^Ir. 
Edwards  brought  to  his  practice  many  admirable  I 
qualifications.  He  was  always  distinguished  for 
his  sound  practical  judgment,  his  soliil  legal  attain- 
ments, his  promptness  and  accuracy  in  business, 
energy,  firmness  and  integrity  of  character, 
and  conscientious  fidelity  to  the  interests  of  his 
clients.  Among  his  clients  and  friends  and  the 
citizens  of  Albany  he  was  always  regarded  as 
a  most  substantial,  upright  and  leading  man.  He 
was  kind-hearted,  true  in  his  friendship,  warm  and 
generous  in  his  sympathies,  ever  open  to  the 
appeals  of  the  poor  and  suffering,  and  ever  seeking 
to  rule  his  life  in  accordance  with  Christian  princi- 
ples. He  was  a  liberal-minded,  public-spirited 
and  valuable  citizen,  always  seeking  a  warm  inter- 
est in  all  measures  for  the  promodon  of  public  in- 
terests." 

Mr.  Edwards  died  suddenly  on  ?vlay  21,  1868, 
aged  sixty-nine  years. 

AZOR  TABOR. 

AzoR  Tabor  was  born  at  Kno.\,  in  the  County  of 
Albany,  ]May  i,  1798.  After  a  careful  and  thor- 
ough classical  education  he  entered  the  office  of 
John  Lansing,  Chancellor  of  the  State,  where  he 
prepared  for  the  Bar.  After  his  admission  to  prac-  j 
tice  he  opened  an  office  at  Albany.  A  prosperous  \ 
and  distinguished  legal  business  opened  to  him. 
and  he  pursued  a  long  and  honorable  career  at  the 
Bar.  He  ranked  among  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the 
State,  discharging  the  duties  of  a  very  large  legal 
practice  with  fidelity  and  capacity,  which  com- 
manded universal  approbation. 

His  cho.sen  profession  was  his  almost  exclusive 
pursuit.     From  this  he  was  rarely  tempted  to  turn 
aside.     The  only  position  he  ever  held  was  State 
Senator  from  the  Albany  district.     He  was  elected 
in  November,  1851;  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate  I 
July  6,  1852,  closing  his  Senatorial  career  Decem-  | 
ber  31,  1854.  As  a  member  of  the  Judiciary  Com-  [ 
mittee — as  an  occasional  debater — he  exhibitctl  j 
that  power  and  compass  of  mind,  that  extraor-  I 
dinary  condensation  of  language,  which  rendered  | 
him  .so  distinguished  at  the  iiar.      But  as  his  am-  1 
bilifjn  was  confined  to  his  profession,  he  had  no  | 
taste  for  legislative  honors,  and,  declining  a  re-  | 
nomination,  he  .left  the  .Senate  and  a  most  honor-  I 
able  Senatorial  record,  to  pursue  without  interrup-  i 
lion  his  duties  at  the  Bar.  | 

In  April,  1833,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  that  | 


accomplished  lawyer  and  highly  esteemed  citizen, 
Amos  Dean.  This  relation  was  highly  advanta- 
geous to  both  [lartiesand  continued  several  years. 

In  1S54,  owing  t<)  failing  heaUh,  he  retired  from 
the  profession  and  became  a  resident  of  Knox,  his 
native  town,  where,  on  June  10,  1S55,  he  died. 

As  has  well  been  said,  '•  his  life  was  that  of  an 
honest,  earnest,  able  man,  and  he  left  a  memory 
upon  wliicii  there  is  no  slain. 

In  the  character  of  Azor  Tal)or  the  strengUi  and 
vigor  of  manhood  was  scjflened  by  the  gentleness 
of  manners  ami  tastes  which  belong  to  anil  adorn 
the  otlier  sex.  We  may  say  without  atTectation  that 
the  history  of  the  Albany  Bar  is  enriched  and  em- 
bellished by  his  learning,  his  unostentadous  and 
yet  powerful  eloquence,  and  by  his  virtuous  and 
blameless  life. 

AMOS  DEAN. 

Amos  Dean  was  born  at  Barnard,  Vt.,  January 
1 6,  1 803.  Like  many  other  prominent  lawyers  and 
jurists  of  this  State,  he  acquired' his  early  education 
in  the  common  schools,  where  he  prepared  for  the 
great  calling  of  teaching.  Fmgaged  in  this  occupa- 
tion, he  sustained  himself  while  pursuing  his 
academic  course  preparatory  to  entering  college. 
He  entered  Union  College  iti  1823,  and  graduated 
from  thence  in  1826. 

At  this  time  his  uncle,  Jabez  D.  Flammond,  a 
distinguished  lawyer  and  writer,  was  in  partnership 
with  that  illustrious  judge,  Alfred  Conkling. 

Mr.  Dean  began  the  study  of  law  in  their  office: 
he  was  a  diligent  .student;  one  of  those  who  de- 
lighted in  the  nice  distinctions  and  the  philosophy 
of  the  law  as  a  science.  Intricate  and  dry  as  is  the 
study  of  law^  to  some,  to  young  Dean  it  had 
attractions  that  amounted  to  fascination:  and  so  he 
came  to  study  it  as  a  matter  of  recreation,  blending 
instruction  w'ith  delight.  Long  before  his  admis- 
sion he  had  the  gratification  of  hearing  his  uncle 
say:  "Amos  is  a  very  thoroughly  read  lawyer 
already." 

He 'was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  May  Term 
of  the  Supreme  Court  in  1S29,  and  went  at  once 
assiduou^l}-  and  earnestly  to  the  work  of  his  pro- 
fession. 

For  several  years,  and  during  the  earlier  period 
of  his  practice,' he  was  associated  with  Azor  Tabor, 
then  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  the 
Albanv  Bar.    Says  the  Albany  Eveitiii,<r  /ountal  : 

"  Professor  Dea'n  never  assumed  to  attain  celebrity 
as  an  advocate  before  juries.  While  he  possessed 
marked  abilities  as  an  orator,  which  could  have 
been  educated  to  an  eminent  order  by  practice,  his 
insdncts  and  tastes  led  him  to  another  field  of  in- 
dustry in  his  profession.  His  amiability  of  dispo- 
sition, his  natural  reserve,  his  kindly  nature,  his 
guilelessness  and  his  overflowing  charity  repelled 
him  from  the  theatre  of  professional  strife  and  con- 
flict. He  was  peculiarlv  adapted  to  the  duties  of 
the  office  and  the  c-junsei  room.  Here  he  became 
eminent  for  wisdom,  prudence  and  sagacity. 
These  qualities,  added  to  that  iiigher  and  nobler 
one  of  an  unimpeachable  integrity,  brought  to  him 
clients,  success  and  fame. 
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"Professor  Dean  was  a  scliolar  by  education,  | 
study  and  laste.  This  led  him  to  appreciate  llie  | 
benefits  of  a  popular  education,  and  to  aitl  in  its 
popular  advancement.  Impelled  b_\' such  purposes,  t 
he  conceived,  in  early  manhootl.  the  plan  of  cstab-  [ 
lishing  associations  for  the  mental  improvement  cjf 
young  men. 

"In  1833  he  gathered  about  him  a  few  young 
friends  of  kindred  tastes  in  an  office  in  Albany,  ami 
there  planted  the  germ  of  the  "Albany  Young 
Men's  Association."  From  this  beginning  hun- 
dreds of  kindred  institutions  that  have  since  blest 
the  country  by  their  beneficent  inlluences  abroad. 

"Upon  the  organization  of  this  association.  !Mr. 
Dean  was  unanimously  selected  as  its  first  ])resi- 
dent.  By  the  energy  and  sagacity  of  his  adminis- 
tration the  foundation  of  that  noble  edifice  of  pop- 
ular education,  from  whicli,  for  so  many  years,  so 
much  moral  and  intellectual  light  has  been  shed 
upon  the  youth  of  our  city,  and  which  has  been 
the  model  fur  so  many  like  structures  in  all  sec- 
tions of  the  Union. 

"In  1833  he  was  associated  with  Drs.  March  and 
Armsby  in  establishing  the  Albany  Medical  College; 
from  that  time  to  1859  he  held  in  it  the  position  of 
Professor  <if  Jledical  Jurisprudence.  When  the 
jaw  department  of  our  university  was  established 
Mr.  Dean  was  wisely  and  appropriately  chosen  one 
of  its  professors.  In  this  sphere,  so  well  adapted 
to  his  tastes,  his  talents  shone  out  most  brighdy. 
His  pupils,  scattered  all  over  the  land,  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  value  of  his  instruction. 

"Professor  Dean  has  attained  considerable  emi- 
nence in  the  field  of  authorship  and  literature.  In 
early  life  he  delivered  a  series  oi  able  and  interest- 
ing lectures  on  phrenology,  a  science  then  in  its 
infancy.  These  lectures  were  afterward  embodied 
in  a  book. 

"  In  early  life  he  was  the  author  of  a  Miinual  of  \ 
Law,  which  proved  a  valuable  aid  to  business  men.  i 
He  delivered  several  valuable  addresses  and  lec-  j 
tures  upon  subjects  of  public  interest.    In  1833  he  , 
delivered  th:.  Annual  Address  before  the  Albany  In- 
stitute.    He  pronounced  a  eulogy  upon  the  death 
of  Jesse  Buel  before  the  .State  Agricultural  Society, 
and  an  Annual  Address  before  the  Senate  of  Union 
College.    But  his  greatest  achievement  in  literature 
was  not  given  to  the  world,  because  of  his  death.. 
This  was  the  History  of  Civilization,  upon  which  he 
had  been  engaged  for  several  years,  previous  to  his  j 
death.* 

"  His  industry,  research  and  ability  gave  assur-  1 
ance  of  the  merit  and  attraction  of  his  work.  I 

"We  have  spoken  of  Professor  Dean  only  as  a.  j 
professional  and  public  man.  If  we  sought  to  add  ( 
panegyric  to  what  we  have  said,  we  should  speak  1 
of  his  qualities  as  a  man  and  of  his  virtues  in  | 
private  life.  Herein,  if  possible,  his  character  was  1 
higher  and  nobler  thin  in  any  other  walk  of  life. 

"To  the  qualities  which  we  have  described  he 
united  a  pleasing  address,  a  quiet  demeanor,  a 
generosity  of  sentiment  and  an  absence  of  guile  ! 


*Since  the  death  ot*  Profe-ssor  Dean,  his  j;rcat  work,  upon  wliich 
he  spent  so  many  years,  has  been  publu>hcd  in  seven  octavo  vol-  ' 
umcs.  '  I 


that  endeared  him  strongly  to  the  circle  of  his 
companionship.'' 

Such  was  the  tribute  paid  to  Professor  Dean  by 
that  eminent  journalist  of  the  State,  Thurlow  Weed. 
Those  who  remember  Professor  Dean — and  tliere 
are  manv  still  in  .Mbany  who  do — will  bear  ample 
testimony  to  the  truth  and  fitness  of  INIr.  Weed's 
beautiful  sketch  of  his  life. 

HENRY  G.  WIIKATOX. 

In  the  year  1828  ^Ir.  Wheato.v  graduated  with- 
the  highest  honors  at  Union  College,  and  immedi- 
ately commenced  the  study  of  law  at  Albany.  At 
the  May  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  and  opened  an  office  at  Albany. 

As  he  had  been  an  ardent,  close  and  apprecia- 
tive student  both  in  law  and  in  the  classics,  as  he 
possessed  those  mental  endowments  so  necessary 
for  a  lawyer,  he  rose  rapidly  to  distinction. 

As  has  been  said  of  ?*fr.  Wheatrm  by  another 
intimately  acquainted  with  him,  "  He  was  accom- 
plished in  mind  and  manners,  irreproachable  in 
character  and  habits,  and  elevatetl  in  aspirations. 
All  who  saw  him  enter  upon  the  battle  of  life  an- 
ticipated for  him  a  prosperous,  brilliant  and  hon- 
orable career.  He  married  an  attracdve  young 
lady,  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
wealthy  families  in  Albany,  and  lived  in  a  style  be- 
coming his  position  and  prospects.  He  devoted 
himself  industriously  to  his  profession,  of  which  he 
soon  became  an  ornament.  '  He  took  rank  with 
Reynolds,  Stevens, Tabor  and  other  leading  members 
of  the  Albany  Bar.  By  many  he  was  regarded  the 
superior  of  either  of  those  exceedingly  able  lawyers, 
especially  before  a  jury. 

He  represented  Albany  County  with  marked 
ability  in  the  Legislatures  of  1S35,  1840  and  1841. 
We  have  said  he  was  in  the  Assembly  of  1835. 
Mr.  Wheaton  was  a  candidate  for  Assembly  in  the 
autumn  of  1S3-1.  for  Albany  County.  His  opponent 
was  David  G.  Seger.  The  canvass  was  ver}-  close, 
and  each  candidate  claimed  the  certificate  of  elec- 
tion: but  it  was  given  to  Mr.  Wheaton,  and  he  took 
his  seat  in  the  Assembly,  January  6,  1S35.  Mr. 
Seger,  however,  contested  his  seat  with  such  suc- 
cess that  on  january  0,  1835,  Mr.  Wheaton  was 
ousted  and  Seger  took  his  seat.  The  former  and 
his  friends,  of  which  he  had  many,  always  insisted 
that  Seger  succeeded  by  partisan  intluence,  and 
not  OX),  the  merits  of  his  case.  They  afterward 
pointed  contemptuously  to  what  they  had  deemed 
(but  with  how  much  reason  we  are  unable  to  state) 
Mr.  Seger's  humble  career  as  a  legislator,  in  con- 
trast with  what  I\Ir.  Wheaton  would  have  been,  and 
what  it  subsequently  was. 

As  we  have  .said,  he  was  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
tures of  18-1.0  antl  1 84  I.  and  was  regardetl  as  one  of 
the  most  eloquent  and  iniluential  members  ot  the 
House  in  both  of  those  sessions.  Some  of  his 
speeches  made  on  its  floor  are  almost  unrivaled  as 
specimens  of  legislative  eloquence. 

On  March  30,  1S41,  Vlx.  Wheat(,>n  was  ap- 
pointed District  Attorney  of  Albany  County.  He 
made  a  useful  and  exceedingly  able  public  prosecu- 
tor.   It  was  an  unfailing  custom  in  those  days  to 
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appoint  none  but  the  most  eminent  and  surcessfiil 
advocates  to  the  ollice  of  District  Attorney.  It 
was  justly  regarded  as  a  ni'ist  important  and  rc- 
sponsil)Ie  position — the  people's  advocate,  com- 
pelled, in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  to  oppose  the 
strongest  and  most  gifted  of  the  profession.  In 
the  year  1S55  the  management  of  a  large  estate  in 
the  City  of  New  York  compelled  him  to  take  up 
Iiis  residence  there.  The  care  of  this  property  and 
some  unfortunate  turns  it  took  greatly  impaired  his 
health,  rendering  him  tlespondent. 

On  August  26,  1865,  Mr.  Wheaton,  in  attempt- 
ing to  cross  the  railroad  track  near  Yorkvillc, 
caught  one  of  his  feet  in  what  is  known  as  a  frog, 
and  ^vas  thrown  to  the  ground.  Before  he  could 
extricate  himself  an  approaching  train  passed  over 
him,  instantly  killing  him. 

NICHOLAS  HILL. 

It  is  said  in  the  Bench  am/  Bar  of  Xcw  York 
that  Nicholas  Hill,  in  some  of  his  characteristics, 
resembled  John  C.  Spencer;  the}'  were  both  men 
of  strong  intellectual  powers,  active,  restless  n^en 
of  vast  research,  vigorous  logic,  unwearied  industry 
and  cajiable  of  immense  mental  lal)or.  Bc^th  were 
wanting  in  imagination;  both  were  learned,  close, 
critical  polemical  lawyers.  But  here  the  analogy 
ends;  for  much  of  the  power  which  impelled  Spencer 
to  action  was  political  ambition;  this  led  him 
into  a  career  which  in  a  measure  subordinated  his 
professional  /cal  to  politics,  to  divide  his  great 
talents  and  learnirg  between  the  Bar  and  the  polit- 
ical arena,  between  the  duties  of  the  legislator  and 
the  Minister  of  State. 

Mr.  Llill,  on  the  contrary,  concentrated  all  his 
mental  powers  upon  his  profession;  this  gave  him 
a  mastery  at  the  bar  which  few  men  are  capable  of 
attaining.  He  disliked  politics,  and  there  was 
nothing  in  official  position  that  could  attract  him 
from  the  sphere  to  which  he  had  devoted  himself. 
He  was  ambitious,  but  his  ambition  was  confined 
to  his  profession;  all  his  study  and  reading  was 
subservient  to  that  ambition;  therefore  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  law,  his  power  of  applying  it  to  prac- 
tical use,  of  wielding  its  subtleties  with  facility,  and 
separating  truth  from  error  in  a  manner  which  ren- 
dered him  unqualed  at  the  bar  of  the  State,  and 
we  may  say  of  the  nation. 

His  life  was  unvaried  by  those  events  which  excite 
the  ambition  of  the  politician  and  the  statesman. 
It  was  spent  over  books,  in  the  contests  of  the 
forum,  before  learned  and  venerable  judges,  whose 
deliberati(jns  were  aided  and  enlightened  by  his 
learned  and  powerful  arguments. 
.  Nicholas  Hill  was  born  in  the  County  of  Mont- 
gomery, New  York,  October  16,  1806.  His 
father  was  a  revolutionary  soldier,  who,  on  leav- 
ing the  army,  became  a  useful  preacher  of  the 
gospel. 

Young  Hill  early  exhibited  a  love  of  books,  a 
quick  comprehension  of  their  contents,  an  unusual 
tenacity  of  memory.  .An  indomitable  energv  and 
perseverance  enabled  him,  uidi  the  aid  of  his 
father — who  was  an  accomplished  scholar — to 
actpiirc  a  very  excellent  classical  education. 


Choi  ising  the  legal  profession  for  his  avocatir>n  in 
life,  he  began  the  study  of  law  with  Daniel  Cady,  'if 
johnstown,  with  whom  he  prepared  for  the  Ji.ir. 
I  After  obtaining  his  tlegree  as  an  Attorney  at  Law, 
he  commenced  practice  at  Amsterdam,  New  York, 
meeting  with  but  little  success,  his  practice  being 
!  largely  confined  to  the  justices'  court.  At  length 
I  he  removed  to  Saratoga,  New  Y'ork,  where  he  made 
j  the  acquaintance  (A  that  illustrious  judge,  Esek 
Cowen,  "  whose  life  and  career  seemed  to  offer 
that  example  of  singleness  of  purpose,  devotion  to 
his  professi(^n  and  unwearietl  industry  ujjon 
which  he  moUled  his  career.''  Judge  C<nven  soon 
discovered  in  Hill  those  mental  fjualities  which 
constitute  a  successful  lawyer,  and  he  gave  him 
his  influence  ami  advanced  his  professional  interests 
in  many  ways.  At  length  he  formed  a  coi)art- 
nership  wiUi  Sidney  Cowen,  Esq.,  a  sou  of  Judge 
Cowen.  Associated  with  Mr.  Cowen,  he  i>re[)ared 
that  great  work  known  to  the  legal  profession 
thnjughout  the  nation  and  in  England  as  Oavcii 
^'f  I/ilfs  Xu/i's  to  Phillips  on  Evidence,  which  re- 
mains a  lasting  monument  to  the  ability,  energy, 
industry  and  learning  of  its  authors — a  work  which 
may  be  considered  a  law  library  by  itself. 

The  unassuming  manner  and  native  m':)desty  of 
Mr.  Hill  tended  at  first  to  retard  his  progress  at 
the  I'ar.  Though  a  close  and  powerful  reasoner, 
he  did  not  possess  those  showy  elocutionary  qual- 
ities which  dazzle  the  multitude  and  bring  a  lawyer 
ra])idly  into  notice. 

Though  he  loved  the  forum  and  delighted  in  its 
contests,  yet  there  were  many  of  the  attributes  of 
the  retiring  scholar  in  his  nature,  and  hence  he 
derived  the  most  sincere  pleasure  in  the  silence  and 
retirement  of  his  studw 

He  had  many  (jualitics  which  constitute  the 
successful  jury  lawyer,  and  graduall}'  attained  a 
high  position  as  an  advocate.  Marcus  T.  Reynolds 
and  Samuel  Stevens,  for  several  years  his  great 
rivals  in  the  professir>n.  had  been  distinguished  at 
the  Bar  of  the  Sui)reme  Court  in  banc  and-  in  the 
Court  for  the  Correction  of  Errors  a  long  time  be- 
f(_)re  Mr.  Hill  was  known  in  either  of  those  tri- 
bunals. 

But  from  his  tlrst  appearance  there  he  created  a 
very  favorable  impression  on  the  minds  of  all  the 
men  bers  of  the  Court.  In  the  case  oi  TiUen  vs. 
Gardiner,  which  was  one  of  the  earliest  argued  by 
him  before  the  (jeneral  Term,  his  argument  was 

I  listened  to  with  profound  attention  by  both  the 
Bench  and  the  Bar.  "We  shall  hear  I'nmi  that 
man  very  often  hereafter, '' said  Chief-Justice  Nelson 
to  Judge  Bronson,  as  he  was  folding  the  papers  in 
the  Ciise,  after  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  HilTs  remarks. 
Doubtless  the  reputation  which  the  Xoles  In  Phi/lips 
on  E-eidencc  hacl  given  aided  him  in  gaining  the 
confidence  of  the  judges,  and  in  obtaining  the  ap- 
pointment i)f  State  Law  Reporter  in  1841.  The 
manner  in  which  he  prepared  these  reports  greatly 
(.nhanced  his  reputation.  They  are  characterized 
by  the  same  methodical  and  expansive  mind  which 

I   is  Conspicuous  in  all  his  wi.>rks. 

I       He  was  one  of  the  most  accomplished  and  accu- 

I  rate  pleaders  in  the  State,  and  few  exceeded  him 


■   -  .1 


:,  ■.•    ,  ;|I     ;        ;     "    ^^t','  v/;!  '-'5 


■  :■                                  .  ■           ■  -        -  i 

.  .  .    • :  .      ■'  ■■  ,  .  ■         '                                                    .-  .ip  'jj  jij  ;      >  r  -                V'i : 

'■'  ^            ,                 -r-i  ^  .  ■  ■  '  ',"■■■•...1^  •  f,-^^.  ,■;)"-.:■■ 

■':  ■                         /i         ■  ■■  /':n.  .j:      l:)bir,  -j-'  '     ^- ■  //.■r-^iibt         .  I 

.  :  ;  .  ■                                                •  -    N                               .      .  ■  ■  f  ..i  '  ^  { 

■  ■       -                              •    -     '              ^  \                         i               ■>  ^-    1::.  i        i-" , . . -i  /    .  : 

-  .■   .        ■  vi:  ...                    -                               .               :  :    v                   ^.-W    ,  , 

'1    ^■■    '    •  ■                                   .■.'f/'--  [ 

•    -  ;:J.  -  ■,  ■   ■     ^         .  ■   ,  •      ■  .               .                    -  ■  I 

■              ■■.  ,     ;        '  •  :        •'            _    .    ,  U            ,  .          .                :                   ,  ? 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALL'AXK 


in  the  faculty  of  analyzing  a  complicated  question 
or  clinching  a  contested  conclusion.  Thc^e  quali- 
fications greatly  aided  him  in  the  labors  of  report- 
ing the  adjutlicaled  cases  of  the  State  Courts,  en- 
abling him  to  adjust  them  so  that  the  student  or 
the  {iractitioner  coulil  determine  at  a  glance  the 
real  [)oints  decided  in  them.  Soon  after  receiving 
this  appointment,  he  removed  to  All)any,  where  he 
resided  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

He  occupied  the  position  of  State  Reporter  five 
years,  when  his  increasing  legal  business  compelled 
him  to  resign.  Soon  after  his  resignation  he 
formed  a  CLipartncrship  with  Peter  Cagger  and 
John  K.  Porter,  constituting  a  firm  which  com- 
bined every  variety  of  legal  talent — a  firm  which 
was  distinguished  for  its  capacity  and  for  the  vast 
amount  of  legal  business  which  it  controlled. 
Each  of  its  members  possessed  attainments  which 
gave  them  superiorit\- at  the  Bar,  or  in  whatever  in- 
tellectual field  they  chose  to  enter. 

]Mr.  Hill  devoted  himself  to  the  General  Term 
and  the  Court  of  Appeals;  at  length  his  business  at 
the  latter  Court,  increased  to  such  extent  that  he 
was  compelled  to  confine  himself  almcist  exclusively 
to  that  tribunal. 

Mr.  Hills  manner  at  the  Bar  was  calm,  dig- 
nified, natural  and  unassuming.  The  vivacity  and 
strength  of  his  mind,  his  prodigious  quickness  cf 
conception,  his  plain  but  ready  language,  rendered 
him  an  effectual  speaker  in  the  forum.  Pie  gained 
the  attention  of  the  jurors  by  the  natural  force  of 
reason;  his  language  was  never  above  or  beyond 
them;  it  went  direct  to  their  understanding.  He 
considered  the  case  at  bar  with  them,  viewed  it 
from  their  stand-point,  and  he  "dexterously  ac- 
commodated himself  to  what  he  detected  to  be  the 
passing  mood  of  each  of  the  twelve,"  leading  them 
instead  of  driving  them  to  their  conclusions. 

One  of  the  most  powerful  weapons  which  an  ad- 
vocate can  use  is  candor.  This  was  possessed  by 
Mr.  Hill,  and  it  was,  indeed,  formidable  in  his 
hands.  Without  any  parade  of  learning,  he  con- 
vinced the  judges  that  he  had  examined  every 
phase  of  the  question  he  was  arguing,  and  was, 
therefore,  capable  of  enlightening  their  minds  and 
aiding  them  in  their  deliljerations;  hence  he  was 
strong  at  Xisi  Pn'iis,  still  stronger  before  the  Court 
in  banc. 

His  habits  of  life  were  regular  and  frugal,  the 
only  excess  in  which  he  indulged  being  his  in- 
tense, never-ceasing  application  to  his  books,  the 
study  of  his  cases  and  his  briefs. 

At  length  the  physical  powers  of  ^Mr.  Hill,  which 
were  never  strong,  began  to  yield  to  constant  and 
unrelaxed  labors  ;  with  the  flight  of  each  week  this 
betame  more  and  more  apparent,  until  finallv  his 
friends  persuaded  him  to  susi)end  his  professional 
toils.  He  yielded  to  their  advice,  and  they  .>rji:m  had 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his  bodily  stren.glb  and 
vigor  return  and  his  energies  revive  ;  thus  he  con- 
tinued for  several  weeks,  until  he  believeti  himself 
able  to  resume  his  usual  duties.  But,  alas  !  Kven 
at  the  moment  when  lui[io  \^a^>  hi^dic-^t,  w  ith  the 
prospect  of  returning  health,  he  suddenlv  fell  be- 
fore the  destroyer,  and  Nicholas  Hill  was  numbered 


with  the  dead.  This  sad  event  occurred  on  the 
I  first  day  of  May,  1S59.  Pie  was  then  in  the  fifiy- 
I  fourth  year  of  his  age — at  that  period  when  he  vet 
I   had  _\ears  of  activit}-,  labor  and  usefulness  before 

him. 

The  intelligence  of  his  death  produced  the  most 
profound  sorrow  throughout  the  State,  particularly 
among  the  members  of  the  legal  profession.  When 
it  was  announced  in  the  Court  of  Appeals,  in  that 
arena  where  he  had  so  long  been  a  prominent  con- 
testant, where  he  had  occupied  a  place  since  the 
organization  of  the  court,  a  scene  of  sorrow  un- 
ecjualcd  on  such  occasions  and  in  such  places 
followed. 

?^Ir.  Hill's  death  was  announced  in  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  by  Hon.  John  H.  Reynolds,  in  a  eulo- 
gium  which  will  never  be  forgotten.  Pie  was  emi- 
nently qualified  for  that  delicate  and  responsible 
dut}'. 

I  Mr.  Reynolds  was  one  of  the  ablest  members  of 
the  Albany  Bar ;  a  man  of  rare  argumentative 
powers,  enlarged  and  liberalized  by  scholarly  train- 
ing and  set  off  by  literary  accomplishments.  He 
had  been  the  law  partner  of  ^Ir.  Plill,  and  knew 
him,  perhaps,  better  than  any  other  man,  and  was 
tentlerly  attached  to  him. 

^Mr.  Reynolds'  professional  endowments,  his  pure 
and  elevated  character,  endeared  him  to  his  bretliren 
of  his  profession  :  in  a  word,  he  was  one  of  those 
whose  names  adorn  the  histor}-  of  the  Albany  Bar. 

•       PETER  CAGGER. 

Few  members  of  the  Albany  Bar  left  a  brighter 
or  more  lasting  record,  not  on!_\-  as  a  lawver,  but  in 
all  that  makes  up  an  esteemed  and  useful  citizen, 
than  Peter  Cagger. 

Pie  was  born  at  Albany,  July  6,  1S12.  His 
parents  were  natives  of  Ireland,  where  his  father 
was  extensively  engaged  in  business.  Before  the 
birth  of  Mr.  Cagger,  his  father  removed  his  familv 
to  the  United  States,  and  for  a  brief  period  were 
residents  of  the  City  of  New  York,  but  they  soon 
removed  to  Albany,  where  they  spent  the  remainder 
o\'  their  lives. 

We  cannot  describe  the  career  and  character  of 
]\Ir.  Cagger  in  more  fitting  language  than  the  fol- 
lowing, written  by  a  distinguished  journalist  of 
Albany  : 

I'he  record  of  ]Mr.  Caggers  life  exhibits  a  series 
of  happy  antitheses.    A  Democrat  of  the  Demo- 
crats, the  b<ild,  sagacious  and  widely  known  par- 
tisan, almost  upon  all  occasions  the  sole  daring 
manager  of  the  interests  of  a  great  partv,  and  the 
absolute  controller  of  its  fortunes  and  destinv — 
local,  State  and  national  ;  he  was  so  happily  con- 
stituted as  to  attract,  without  eftort,  in  seasons  of 
fierce  political  excitement,  the  most  potential  among 
I  those  of  antagonistic  sentiment,   and  u>  number 
j  among  his  friends  his  most  bitter  political  oppo- 
!  nents.    A  Catholic  of  the  Catholics,  his  very  name 
I  a  tradition  and  a  iiousehold  word  among  the  people 
1  of  his  faith  ;  largel}"  iilentified  w  ith  the  early  historv 
of  tlie  old  church  in  Albany  ;  an  intelligent,  cunsci- 
j  entious  and  faithful  believer,  he  was,  at  the  same 
I  time,  the  chosen  confident,  the  familiar  friend,  tfie 
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trusted,  most  lionorctl  and  reliable  adviser  of 
manv  whose  peculiar  religious  bias  might  have 
suggested  other  counsel  and  far  different  associa- 
tions. To  the  young,  to  the  middle-aged,  his  co- 
temporaries,  anil  to  ihe  old  there  was  something 
so  genial,  so  magnetic  and  so  inspiring  about  Peter 
Caggcr  that  the  abrupt  intelligence  of  his  sudden 
and  unlooked-for  death  will  be  cl<:>thed  with  addi- 
tional pain.  We  might  detail,  if  we  chose,  un- 
numbered instances  of  his  kindness,  his  noble 
charities,  the  beautiful  traits  and  Christian  inllu- 
ences  which  accompanied  him  through  the  }  cars  I 
which  Providence  has  bestowed,  and  which  will 
live  before  Heaven,  and  before  men,  perhaps,  when 
the  record  of  the  lawyer  has  faded,  and  the  mem- 
ory of  the  politician  is  extinct.  The  poor,  the 
widow,  the  orphan,  the  unprotected,  never  appealed 
to  him  in  vain  ;  the  tears  of  his  own  fatherless  and 
bereaved  family  will  mingle,  as  it  were,  with  a  tide 
of  grief  from  hidden  sources,  and  the  hearts  his 
own  kind  heart  made  happy,  and  the  homes  his 
liberality  blessed,  will  keep  his  memory  briglit  when 
even  the  marble  has  crumbled  upon  his  grave.'' 

Michael  Cagger,  the  elder  brother,  was  a  young 
man  of  great  promise,  of  thoughtful,  philosophic 
mind,  and  attracted  the  attention  of  distinguished 
men,  who  discovered  in  him  unmistakable  elements 
of  future  greatness.  He  died  in  the  very  {)rime  of 
life.  William  Cagger,  another  brother,  was  for  a 
time  engaged  in  business  in  Albany,  and  afterward 
in  the  New  York  Custom  House,  in  which  position 
he  died.  Mr.  Caeger  married  Maria  Maher, 
daughter  of  James  Maher,  well  known  for  a  con- 
siderable period  as  State  Librarian,  and  in  the  War 
of  1812  as  the  gallant  Captain  of  the  "Irish 
Greens,"  a  military  company  originating  in  Albany 
and  which  bore  a  prominent  part  in  the  famous  con- 
flict at  Sackett's  Harbor.  A  daughter,  the  sole 
remaining  issue  of  this  marriage,  survives  him. 

At  an  early  period  of  life  he  was  placed  in  the 
then  celebrated  law  office  of  Reynolds  &  Woodruff. 
Even  as  a  clerk  his  remarkable  administrative 
capacity  began  to  manifest  itself  and  t'^e  efficiency 
of  his  labors  was  occasionally  recogr.  zed  in  the 
most  handsome  manner  by  the  distinguished  princi- 
pals of  that  powerful  firm. 

Mr.  Cagger  afterward  associated  himself  with 
Mr.  Samuel  Stevens,  and  the  firm  name  of  Stevens 
&  Cagger  became  speedily  potential  in  legal  circles. 
After  a  successful  practice  of  some  years,  Mr. 
Stevens,  a  very  able  man  and  the  peer  of  renowned 
lawyers  in  the  legal  arena,  yielded  to  excessive 
labor  ;  and  shortly  after  his  decease  a  new  legal 
firm,  that  of  Hill,  Cagger  &  Porter,  was  established, 
w-hich  will  go  down  to  posterity  as  one  of  the  most 
remarkalile  combinations  of  ai)ility  and  fitness  ibr 
the  several  departments  of  a  great  law  office  ever 
known  in  the  annals  of  the  State. 

"The  great  intellect  of  Hill  shone  in  the  court  of 
last  resort,  where  his  genius  coruscated,  and  in 
which  his  profound  learning,  and  the  unbending 
mtegrity  of  his  character,  secured  reverence  even 
of  the  JJench  ;  the  ci^mmanding  eloquence,  the 
penetrating  mind,  the  admirable  sagacity  of  Porter 
took  easy  precedence  of  all  others  at  Nisi  Prius; 


and  the  extraordinary  administrative  talent  of  Cag- 
ger, ready  at  once  and  at  a  moment's  beck  for 
abstruse  pleadings,  for  the  minuti:-e  of  petty  liti- 
gation, with  its  inexhaustible  fund  of  device  and 
ingenuity  :  instinctively  prepared  fur  all  combina- 
tions, uf  finance,  of  politics,  and  at  iMine  in  im- 
portant business  negotiations — all  these  things  com- 
bined to  make  this  famous  trio  so  constituted  as  if 
everv  requisite  and  possible  demand  had  been  fore- 
seen and  provided  for. " 

In  the  midst  of  his  successful  career  as  a  lawyer 
I  and  politician  ]ilr.  Cagger  was  suddenly  summoned 
from  earth.   On  the  6lh  cjf  July.  1S68,  while  riding 
with  a  friend  in  the  City  of  New  York,  he  was 
thrown  from  his  carriage  and  instantly  killed. 

This  distressing  event  cast  a  gloom  over  his 
native  city,  whither  his  remains  were  tenderly  car- 
ried. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Cagger  was  fifty-six 
years  of  age. 

IRA  HARRIS, 

Distinguished  as  a  lawyer,  judge,  and  Senator 
in  Co'ngress.  was  born  at  Charleston,  ^lontgomery 
County,  N.  Y. ,  May  31,  1S02.  His  father  was 
Frederick  Waterman  Harris:  his  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Lucv  Hamilton.  When  he  was  six  years 
old  his  parents  removed  from  Charleston  and  be- 
came residents  of  Preble,  N.  Y.  Here  his  father  be- 
came one  of  the  extensive  landowners  in  the  County 
of  Cortland.  Ira  prepared  for  college  at  the  Homer 
Academy,  and  in  September,  1822.  became  a 
member  of  the  Junior  class  in  Union  College,  from 
whence  he  was  graduated  in  1S24.  He  im- 
mediately entered  the  office  of  Augustus  Donnelly, 
a  liighlv  respectable  counselor  at  law.  of  Homer, 
N.  Y. ,  where  he  remained  one  year,  and  then  went 
to  Albanv,  X.  Y. ,  where  he  continued  his  legal 
studies  under  that  great  jurist,  Ambrose  Spencer. 
He  continued  with  Judge  Spencer  until  his  call  to 
the  Bar  in  1S27.  Opening  an  office  in  Albany, 
he  began  his  practice  under  favorable  circum- 
stances. At  the  enti  of  six  months  he  lormed  a  co- 
partnership with  Salem  Dutcher,  Esq.,  one  of  his 
associates  in  college,  which  proved  to  be  a  ver\ 
successful  relation.  It  continued  until  1S42,  when 
it  was  dissolved  by  the  removal  of  Vlx.  Dutcher  to 
New  York.  His  next  law  partner  was  Julius 
Rhoades,  Esq.  His  knowledge  of  law,  his  rare 
professional  accomplishments,  brought  him  rapidly 
before  the  public.  As  an  equity  lawyer  he  stoud 
pre-eminent. 

In  the  autumn  of  1844  he  was  elected  to  repre- 
sent Albany  Cuunty  in  the  Assembly.  In  1S45  he 
was  re-elected,  and  in  the  spring  of  1846  was 
chosen  as  a  delegate  to  the  Cijnstitutional  Conven- 
tion which  assembled  in  June  that  year.  In  this 
body,  as  in  the  Legislature.  ?\Ir.  Harris  took  a  very 
conspicuous  position.  In  the  fall  of  1846  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate,  but  after  serving  one 
session  he  was  elected  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  resigned  his  .<eat  in  the  Senate  for  one 
on  the  Bench.  At  the  expiration  f>f  his  term,  then 
four  vears  in  duration,  he  was  elected  for  the  full 
term,  which  had  been  extended  to  eight  years.  To 
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use  the  language  of  another,  '  '  It  was  not  until  his 
elevation  to  the  Bench  that  the  abilities  of  Judge 
Harris  were  fully  displayed.  He  exhibited  profound 
knowledge  of  the  law,  much  judicial  capacity  and 
severe,  though  courteous,  impartiality." 

His  charges  to  juries  were  models  of  excellence 
in  the  clearness  with  which  the  facts  proven  and  the 
law  bearing  upon  them  were  presented.  The  pid)- 
lished  opinions  of  Judge  Harris  during  the  twelve 
years  he  sat  upon  the  ISench  evince  extensive  learn- 
ing and  strength  of  reasoning. 

Upon  leaving  the  Bench  he  spent  a  year  in 
Europe.  On  his  return  home  he  was.  in  iS6i, 
elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  His  op- 
ponents for  this  distinguished  position  were  Horace 
Greeley  and  Wm.  ^I.  Evarts.  In  the  Senate  his 
abilities  were  recognized:  he  was  placed  upon  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  the  Judiciary, 
and  the  Select  Joint  Committee  on  the  Southern 
States.  He  soon  became  the  intimate  and  trusted 
friend  of  President  Lincoln.  In  the  darkest  hours 
of  his  administration  Mr.  Lincoln  always  found 
light  in  the  co-operation  of  Senator  Harris,  and  in 
his  moments  of  despondency  sympathy  and  sup- 
port. During  •  the  civil  war  Senator  Harris  was 
most  etiicient  in  raising  a  regiment  of  cavalry  for 
the  Union,  which  was  called  after  his  name,  as  was 
also  a  regiment  of  infantry. 

In  1868  the  Senatorial  term  of  Mr.  Harris  ex- 
pired and  he  returned  to  private  life,  having  won 
the  disdnction  of  a  wise,  useful  American  statesman. 
Hardly  had  he  become  accustomed  to  his  home  life 
when  he  was  again  summoned  by  his  fellow 
citizens  into  public  service.  He  was  again  elected 
to  a  seat  in  a  constitutional  convention- — the  con- 
vention of  1S67.  In  this  body  he  especially  dis- 
tinguished himself  in  his  famous  speech  on 
"Government  of  Cities.''  When  this  convention 
adjourned  Judge  Harris  had  been  in  public  liie 
over  twent}'-three  years. 

He  had  been  connected  with  the  Albany  Law 
School  from  its  organization  in  1850,  and  lectured 
to  the  students  whenever  his  official  duties  permit- 
ted. He  now  accepted  the  appointment  of  Proi  s- 
sor  of  Equity  Jurisprudence  and  Practice,  devoting 
himself  wholly  to  the  school  doM'n  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  took  place  December  2,  1875. 
The  lectures  of  Judge  Harris  proved  eminently 
popular  and  useful.  He  was  for  many  years  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Union  College; 
he  was  President  of  the  Albany  Medical  College, 
and  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Vassar  College;  he 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Rochester  L^niversity 
— its  first  and  only  Chancellor. 

Among  the  public  atldresses  of  Judge  Harris  was 
an' oration  delivered  on  the  occasion  of  a  jubilee 
anniversar\-  of  the  old  academy  at  Homer,  a  lecture 
delivered  at  Albany  upon  the  life  and  character  of 
Roger  Williams.  I'"or  many  years  he  held  the 
office  of  deacon  in  the  l^manucl  Church  in  Albanv, 
and  was  also  President  of  the  American  Baptist 
Missionary  Union. 

In  1S69  he  conferred  the  degrees  upon  the  stu- 
dents at  the  commencement  exercises  of  Union 
College.     On  the  2d  of  December,  1S75,  Judge 


Harris  was  summoned  from  the  scenes  of  earth 
'■'to  that  better  land."  His  death  caused  great 
sorrow  at  Albany  anil  throughout  die  State  ;  his 
j  funeral  was  one  of  the  largest  that  ever  took  place 
I  in  the  city.  The  Bench  anti  the  Bar  testified  their 
!  respect  for  his  memory,  and  for  \v.^  brilliant  career 
I  as  a  lawyer,  judge  and  citizen,  in  elociueiit  and  ap- 
j  propriaie  eulogies.  All  classes  of  citizens  united 
I  in  honoring  the  departed  jurist,  statesman  and 
1  esteemed  citizen. 

I  Judge  Harris  was  a  brodier  of  Plon.  Hamilton 
i  Harris.  He  left  a  widow,  two  sons  and  four 
daughters.  Col.  William  Hamilton  Harris,  the 
eldest  son,  served  thirteen  years  in  the  U.  S.  Army, 
and  afterward,  at  his  own  rei]uest,  was  honorably 
discharged.  Capt.  Ira  Plarris,  his  other  s(m, 
served  ten  years  in  the  U.  S.  Navy.  Resigning  his 
commission,  he  became  an  extensive  iron  manulac- 
turer  at  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

RUFUS  \V.  PECK  HAM 

was  a  learned,  distinguished  lawyer  and  jurist. 

His  early  training  was  favorable  to  the  develop- 
ment of  his  strong  mental  powers,  and  the  scenes  of 
his  professional  acdvity  were  propitious  for  their 
exercise. 

He  was  called  to  the  Bar  at  a  brilliant  period  in 
its  history.  He  studied  his  profession  under  the 
instructions  of  illustrious  jurist-,  and  among  his 
companions  were  those  whose  names  are  bright  on 
the  historic  page. 

He  was  born  at  Rensselaerville,  in  the  County  of 
Albany,  December  30,  1809.  In  his  early  boyhood 
his  father  removed  to  Otsego  County,  near 
Cooperstown,  where  young  Peckham  grew  into 
manhood.  Like  most  boys  at  that  period,  he  was 
sent  to  the  common  district  .school — that  time- 
honored  and  still  valuable  institution — to  attain  a 
primary  education.  When  he  was  thirteen  years 
of  age  he  became  a  student  in  Harlwick  Seminary, 
under  the  management  of  Rev.  Dr.  Hazelius.  In 
this  institution  he  prepared  for  college.  In  1S25, 
when  in  his  sixteenth  year,  he  entered  Union  Col- 
lege, taking  an  advanced  standing,  which  enabled 
him  to  join  the  graduating  class  of  1827. 

"While  in  college  he  displa}'ed  a  degree  c^f 
natural  quickness  and  talent  which  enabled  him 
easily  to  maintain  a  high  rank  in  a  class  distin- 
1  guishetl  for  scholarship.     He  early  manifested  a 
taste  for  military  pursuits,  and  while  in  college  de- 
voted a  portion  of  his  dine  to  the  study  of  military 
tactics,  his  proficiency  in  which  secured  for  him 
the  rank  of  captain  in  the  celebrated  battalion  of 
Union  College  Cadets,  one  of  the  most  highly 
creditable  organizations  in  point  of  soldierly  bear- 
i  ing  and  discipline  in  the  entire  State.  Throughout 
i  life  he  exhibited  the  bearing  and  many  of  the 
characteristics  of  the  trained  soldier,  and  was  pos- 
sessed in  an  eminent  degree  of  the  qualities  of 
j  moral  ami  physical  courage  which  remained  di.s- 
I  linguishing  traits  dow  n  to  the  last  moment  of  his 
:  life.-" 

i  Ha\ing  a  brother,  who  was  a  distinguished 
j  physician,  living  in  Utica,  he  went  to  that  city  for 
I  the  purpose  of  preparing  to  enter  liie  lc,gal  profes- 
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sion.  At  this  time  Greene C.  Bmnsun  ;ind  Samuel 
Beardslcy — whose  names  are  indissolubly  connect- 
■  ed  with  the  learnin2:and  dii^'nityof  the  old  Supreme 
Court,  and  with  the  honors  and  erudition  of  its 
Bench — were  practicing  lawers,  as  a  leal  iirm, 
which  ranked  first  in  tlie  State  of  New  York. 

It  was  in  the  office  of  these  gentlemen  that 
young  Peckhain  studied  his  profession.  It  is  a 
singular  coincidence  that  these  eminent  lawyers 
and  their  student  should  each  in  after  life  attain 
high  judicial  honors,  and  pronounce  the  law  from 
high  appellate  courts  of  the  State,  the  student  from 
the  court  of  dernier  ressur/,  leaving  a  record  over 
which  the  practitioner  and  the  legal  student  love 
to  linger. 

The  advantages  of  such  tutorship  of  these  emi- 
nently learned  and  gifted  lawyers  was  duh-  appre- 
ciated by  young  Peckham,  and  it  left  its  impress 
upon  his  whole  professional  career.  He  was 
guided  by  them  up  to  a  distinguished  professional 
position.  He  continued  with  them  until  1830, 
when  he  was  called  to  the  Bar.  This  event  took 
place  immediately  after  attaining  his  majority.  Six 
years  later,  on  January  6,  1S36,  Greene  C.  Bron- 
son  was  appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State,  and  on  March  5,  1845,  he  was  made 
Chief  Justice  of  that  Court. 

Early  in  February,  1S44,  Esek  Cowen,  one  of 
the  most  illustrious  of  American  judges,  then  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  died,  and  Samuel 
Beardsley  was  appointed  to  succeed  him  on  the 
Bench,  a  fit  representative  of  his  great  predecessor. 

In  1845  Greene  C.  Bronson  departed  this  life, 
and  Samuel  Beardsley  was  appointed  Chief  Justice 
in  his  place.  .Before  Uidge  Bronson  and  Judge 
Beardsley  ascended  the  Bench  they  were  both  the 
recipients  of  high  official  honors.  The  former  was 
appointed  Attorney-General  of  the  State,  serving 
from  February,  1S21,  till  February,  1S29,  when  be 
was  succeeded  by  ]\Ir.  Beardsley,  who  served  till 
January,  1836.  In  1831  IMr.  Beardsley  was  elected 
to  Congress,  serving  in  the  Twenty-second,  Twenty- 
third,  Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty-eighth  Congress. 
During  his  service  he  became,  as  has  well  been 
said,  one  of  the  pillars  of  President  Jackson's  ad- 
ministrar  m. 

After  his  admission  to  the  Bar  'Sir.  Peckham 
became  a  partner  of  his  brother,  George  \V.  J'eck- 
ham,  Escp,  who  had  then  become  a  member  of 
the  Albany  Bar.  The  firm  was  prosperous  from 
the  beginning.  The  Albany  Bar,  always  brilliant, 
learned  and  commanding,  was  especially  so  at  this 
time.  With  its  powerful  gladiators  young  Peckham 
was  compelled  to  contend  in  his  struggle  for  the 
eminence  he  attained.  In  the  contests  with  such 
oj)ponents  he  deriveil  strength  and  courage,  which 
at  length  made  him  their  equal.  Among  his  com- 
petitors were  Marcus  T.  Reynolds,  Samuel  Stevens 
and  H.G.  Wheaton,  then  the  principal  jury  lawvers 
at  the  Albany  I^ar.  It  was  not  long  before  Peck- 
ham was  regarded  as  a  successful  rival,  found  on 
one  side  or  the  other  of  most  of  the  leading  cases 
tried  at  the  Albany  Bar.  He  was  what  mav  be 
called  an  elociuent,  terse,  logical,  legal  orator. 

In  1839  he  was   appointed   by   Gov.  ^Nlarcy 


j  District  Att<Mne\-  of  Albany  C"umy,  discliarging 
its  duties  with  singular  altility  till  1641,  when  he 
was  succeeded  b}'  Henry  G.  Wheaton. 

In  1845  he  was  a  candidate  for  Attorney-General, 
his  opponent  being  John  \'an  Buren,  by  whom  he 
was  defeated  by  a  single  vote. 

In  1852  he  was  elected  a  representative  in  Con- 
gress from  liie  City  and  County  of  Albany;  he  took 
his  seat  on  January  2,  1S53,  serving  through  the 
administration  of  President  Pierce. 

•'Although  a  life-long  Democrat,  and  elected  by 
the  Democratic  part}-,  he  refused  to  be  bound  by 
party  ties  when  the  interests  of  the  nation  were  at 
stake,  and  exerci.->ed  an  independence  as  wise  and 
honorable  as  it  was  fearless.  He  opposed  the 
passage  of  the  Nebraska  bill  by  voice  and  vote ;  his 
thorough  grasp  of  the  problems  of  the  day  enabled 
him  to  discern  the  effects  which  that  measure  would 
be  likely  to  produce — an  effect  which  he  foretold 
with  wonderful  accuracy."  After  retiring  from 
Congress  he  continued  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Albany,  associating  himself  with  Lyman  Tre- 
main,  then  a  young  lawyer,  but  who  aiterward 
won  a  name  conspicuous  in  the  history  of  the 
State. 

In  1S59,  accompanied  by  Chief-Justice  Beards- 
ley, he  visited  Europe.  On  his  return  in  the  fall  of 
that  year  he  was  elected  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  serving  his  term  ot  eight  years.  He  was 
unanimously  re-elected;  before  this  term  closed  he 
was  elected  a  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Appeals.  Few 
American  judges  possessed  rarer  judicial  accom- 
plishments than  he.  'Phe  truth  of  this  remark  is 
fully  sustained  by  the  legal  reports  of  the  State. 

"On  the  5th  ot  November,  1873,  Judge  Peckham 
and  his  wife  sailed  for  Europe  on  the  ill-fated 
steamer  Ville  du  Havre,  of  the  French  line,  which, 
on  the  2  2d  of  the  same  month,  when  in  mid-ocean, 
collided  with  the  British  ship  Loch  Earn,  and 
went  down  in  the  darkness  ot  the  night,  carrying 
two  hundred  and  twenty-six  souls  into  eternity; 
among  those  who  perished  were  Judge  Peckham 
and  his  affectionate  wife.  Even  the  awful  nature 
of  the  impending  calamity  served  but  to  bring  out 
those  noble  qualities  of  heart  and  soul  for  which  he 
had  through  life  been  distinguished.  In  this  su- 
preme hour  of  peril  his  tall  form  took  its  place 
among  the  helpless  and  abandoned  ones.  Grasp- 
ing his  loving  wife  by  the  hand,  he  endeavored  to 
sustain  and  cheer  those  around  him,  and,  uttering 
those  memorable  words  which,  borne  to  us  by  a 
survivor,  have  sent  a  thrill  of  admiration  over  two 
continents,  '  If  we  must  go  down,  let  us  die 
bravely  !'  sank  into  the  deep  waters  of  the  At- 
lantic." 

Judge  Peckham  was  twice  married.  His  iirst 
wife,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lacy,  tormeriy 
Rector  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  Albany,  was  the 
mother  of  his  two  sons.  Wheeler  H.  Peckham, 
of  New  York,  a  distinguished  lawyer,  and  Rulus 
W.  Peckham,  of  Albany,  now  one  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 

The  profes.sion  throughout  the  State,  and  we 
may  say  largely  throughout  the  nation,  testified 
its  high  respect  for  the  memory  of  Judge  Peck- 
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ham  and  their  sorrow  for  his  death  in  expressions 
of  grief  and  in  tributes  of  respect  and  admiration. 

Memorial  services  were  held  in  St.  Peter's 
Church,  Albany,  in  iiis  honor,  December  14.,  1873, 
and  were  attendetl  by  a  vast  number  of  Iricnds  and 
sympatliizers. 

The  judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  attendei.1  in 
a  body,  wearing  mourning  badges  on  their  left 
arms.  The  whole  service  was  intensely  impressive. 
Perhaps  no  better  descrij)tion  of  Judge  Peckliam 
can  be  given  than,  that  which  we  copy  from  the 
sermon  delivered  at  the  funeral  by  Rev.  W.  A. 
Snively,  rector  of  the  church: 

"Beneath  the  courd}'  dignity  of  his  manner  and 
the  almost  austere  aspect  of  his  outward  bearing, 
{here  was  a  heart  of  almost  feminine  tenderness,  a 
truly  reverent  spirit  and  an  amiability  and  a  patience 
which  no  contradiction  could  exhaust.  His  integ- 
rity was  not  an  official  assumption — it  was  a  j)er- 
sonal  fact.  The  rectitude  of  his  judicial  character 
expressed  itself  in  the  daily  relations  of  life,  in  the 
amenities  of  social  intercourse,  and  in  the  intima- 
cies and  refinements  of  his  own  generous  hospitalitv. 
Even  in  the  freedom  of  recreation  from  professional 
toil  there  was  no  lowering  of  his  personal  (.lignity 
and  his  courtly  bearing  ;  and  in  the  sacredness  of 
his  home  and  the  intimate  relations  of  personal 
friendship,  that  dignity  was  sweetened  by  a  tender- 
ness, a  simplicity  and  an  affection  which  in  such  a 
combination  are  as  beautiful  as  they  are  rare.  And 
the  closing  hour  of  his  eardily  life  blended  both  of 
these  characteristics  as  widi  die  same  breath  he 
cheered  and  sustained  the  hearts  around  him  that 
were  paralyzed  by  fear  and  spoke  his  last  recorded 
words,  which  showed  that  even  in  that  supreme 
moment  he  was  his  own  grand  and  heroic  self  " 

LEWIS  BENEDICT.* 

Col.  Lewis  Benedict,  son  of  Lewis  and  Susan 
Benedict,  was '  born  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  September 
17,  1817.  ■ 

His  early  studies  were  prosecuted  at  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  but  his  preijaration  for  college  was 
made  mainly  at  tl  4  Albany  Academy.  In  1S34 
he  entered  the  Sojjhomore  class  of  Williams  Col- 
lege, and  was  graduated  in  1637.  Immediately 
after  graduating  he  entered  the  office  of  the  late 
John  C.  Spencer,  at  Canandaigua,  where  he  com- 
pleted his  legal  cducadon. 

In  January,  1841,  he  was  licensed  to  practice  at 
a  General  Term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  held  at 
Albany.  He  Commenced  practice  in  that  citv, 
and  quickly  toOk  a  respectable  position  at  the 
Albany  Bar.  In  it<45  he  was  appointed  City  At- 
torney, and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  was  re- 
•  apjiointed. 

fn  1847  I'C  was  appointed  Judge-Advocate-Gen- 
eral on  the  staff  of  (jov.  John  Young.  In  1848 
he  was  dected  Surrogate  of  the  City  and  County 
»  <->f  Albany  for  the  term  of  four  years.  His  entire 
vote  greatly  exceedeil  the  strength  of  hi's  party.  In 


* '  h>--  author  is  undtr  obligaiions  to  a  "  .Memorial  of  I'r';vi:t  Hricaditr- 
Gi  n.  ral  L.-wis  Htncditt,  Colonel  of  tlicj  Rt^imcnt,  N.  Y.  V.  I.," 

JJiiblisliud  in  1364,  for  some  of  lliu  facts  in  tliis  sketch. 


1 84 9  he  received  the  appointment  of  Judge-.\dvo- 
cate-General  from  Gov.  llamilton  Fisli. 
j      In  1S52,  and  also  in  f86o,  he  was  the  candidate 
I  of  the  Whig  party  for  the  Recordership  of  tiie  city, 
ami  shared  in  the  defeat  of  its  nominees. 

In  1854  he  was  appointctl.  ijy  the  Controller, 
j  one  of  a  b<jard  of  commissioners  charged  to  as- 
!  certain  and  report  concerning  the  pecuniary  and 
I  other  conilitions  of  the  several  state  prisons,  and 
j  also  to  devise  laws  for  their  better  regulation  and 
I  discipline.  The  results  of  the  labors  of  this  com- 
mission are  contained  in  a  voluminous  report 
made  to  the  .\ssembly  in  1856. 

In  the  fall  of  the  year  1S60  he  was  nf)minated 
by  the  L'nion  men  of  his  district  for  member  of 
Assembly  and  elected,  being  the  only  L'nion  can- 
didate returned  from  the  county  at  that  lime. 
This  was  the  last  public  position  of  a  civil  character 
held  by  him. 

Both  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  his  life  de- 
velop the  same  characteristics — great  fondness  for 
ease  and  recreative  enjoyments — yet  with  ready 
power  to  sul'ordinate  such  tastes,  or  repress  them 
I  altogether,  in  obedience  to  the  claims  of  any  se- 
I  rious  engagements. 

As  a  boy,  he  was  noted  for  his  zeal  and  diligence 
in  study,  and  not  the  less  for  enterprise  in  play. 

His  collegiate  career  resembled  his  academic;  it 
was  successful  to  whatever  degree  he  chose  to  make 
it.  A  classmate,  now  president  of  a  college,  de- 
scribing him,  says  ;  "It  is  doing  injustice  to  none 
of  his  classmates  that  in  mind,  as  in  person,  he  had 
no  sufterior  among  them  all.  His  rank  as  a 
scholar  was  high,  and  he  could  have  made  it 
higher.  His  mind  was  quick  and  clear,  and  he 
learned  with  great  facility.  Ilis  critical  power  was 
unusual,  and  no  one  could  detect  the  weak  points 
of  an  argument  or  the  incorrect  use  of  terms 
sooner  than  he." 

He  graduated  with  distinction,  and  three  years 
afterward  was  appointed  to  deliver  the  Master's 
oration. 

While  a  student  at  law  he  maintained  sufficient 
ardor  of  pursuit  to  enable  him  to  acquire  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  elements  of  that  science;  but  his  taste 
for  general  literature  was  decided  enough  to  save 
him  ■  engrossment  by  studies  purely  professional. 
The  uncommon  facility  with  which  he  acquired 
knowledge — the  result  of  his  quick  perception 
and  retentive  memory — afforded  him  interxals  to 
indulge  his  tastes  ■  without  neglecting  his  proper 

!  studies;  he  therefoie  read  much  besides  law,  and 
digested  well  what -he  read. 

On  his  admission  to  the  Bar.  IMarcus  T.  Rey- 

i  nolds,  then  in  the  zenith  of  his  [professional  fame, 

I  received  him  as  his  law  partner,  and  elcvalcd  him 
at  once  to  a  high  ])osiiion  in  the  practice.  Other 
connections  and  associations  occurred  to  make  his 
entrance  upon  his  professional  career  one  of  the 
most  promising  that  could  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  young 

I  practitioner. 

1      The  City  Atiorneyship,  which  Col.  Benedict  held 
j  two  terms,  was  the  first  political  aiipointment  lie 
ever  received.     From  that  time,  however,  he  was 
I  actively  and  earnestly  a  political  partisan,  and  ap- 
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pcared  less  and  less  in  the  forum  and  more  and 
more  in  the  committee-room  and  upon  the  hus- 
tings. The  tersest  record  of  his  political  labors 
would  be  the  history  of  every  party  stru,u-gle.  Slate 
or  national,  that  occurred  from  his  entrance  into 
political  life  until  he  joined  the  army.  He  was 
always  a  leader.  lie  was  often  deles^ate  to  con- 
ventions, State  and  county  ;  chairman  of  commit- 
tees, general  and  local  ;  a  prolific  author  of 
addresses  and  resolutions,  and  a  frcipient  sj-eaker 
at  political  assemblages. 

He  was  acute  in  his  perceptions  of  the  qualities 
of  men,  and  accurate  in  his  estimate  of  moral 
worth. 

In  his  various  public  services  he  manifested  capa- 
bilities which  provoke  regret  that  they  were  not 
also  used  for  purposes  of  a  less  general  character. 
The  judicial  duties  of  the  Surrogate  are  not  gener- 
ally appreciated;  yet  there  is  no  jurisdiction  within 
which  more  complex  or  nice  questions  present 
themselves  for  adjudication,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
enormous  pecuniary  interests  and  the  multitudi- 
nous personal  rights  which  are  involved. 

The  clearness  of  his  mind  and  the  equity  of  his 
convictions  receive  some  illustrations  from  the  cir- 
cumstance that,  of  the  many  judgments  ])ronounced 
by  him  during  the  term  he  held  the  office,  but  one, 
and  that  made  in  the  beginning  of  his  official 
career,  is  known  to  have  been  reversed. 

In  the  Legislature  Col.  Benedict  took  a  highly 
honorable  position.  As  the  Chairman  of  the  In- 
surance Committee,  he  exhibited  useful  administra- 
tive abilities.  On  the  floor  of  the  House,  as  a 
speaker,  he  always  commanded  respect  and  atten- 
tion. He  never  addressed  the  Speaker  unless  he 
was  master  of  the  subject  he  proposed  to  present 
or  advocate. 

He  was  in  the  Legislature  at  that  period  when 
every  lover  of  the  Union  began  to  feel  the  peril  it 
was  approaching.  As  no  one  loved  the  Union  of 
States  more  deeply  than  Col.  Benedict,  none  was 
an  earlier  or  a  more  active  supporter  of  it. 

As  early  as  January,  iS6i,  Gov.  ^Morgan  endeav- 
ored to  impress  upon  the  Legislature  the  im- 
mec-ate  necessity  of  placing  die  State  on  a  war 
footing.  Col.  Benedict  comprehended  the  impor- 
tance of  prompt  action,  for  he  anticipated  the  com- 
ing conllict.  He  therefore  sustainetl  the  Governor 
with  all  his  ability  and  eloquence. 

He  rejoiced  when  the  President  called  for  volun- 
teers, but  regretted  that  the  number  was  so  small. 
Writing  to  a  friend  after  that  call,  he  said  :  "The 
sentiment  of  the  North  is  not  "satisfied  with  the 
present  call  for  troops.  The  Government  would 
•  be  justified  in  demanding  three  hundred  thousand 
men." 

Upon  this  call  Gov.  Morgan,  l)y  a  special  mes- 
sage, reque:ted  the  action  necessary  on  liie  i)art 
of  the  Legislature,  and  that  body  responded  by. 
"An  Act  to  .\uthorize  Uie  Embodying  and  Equip- 
ment of  a  Volunteer  Militia,  and  to  Provide  De- 
tense.''  This  act  was  passed  April  i6,  iS6i. 
This  act  authorized  the  enlistment  of  thirty  thou- 
sand men,  and  a[)propriated  diree  millions  of  dol- 
lars for  the  purpose. 


The  passage  of  this  act  was  largely  due  to  the 
energies  and  cxerticins  of  Col.  Benedict. 

It  was  large!}-  through  his  instrumentality  that 
the  selection  and  appointment  of  oliicers  of  the 
organization  contemplated  by  the  act  was  directed 
to  be  made,  according  to  Sec.  ii.  Art.  ii,  of  the 
Constitution,  the  importance  of  which  M  as  that  the 
force  should  have  a  voice  in  the  choice  of  officers 
to  command  it. 

After  this  Col.  Benedict  gave  all  his  time  to  the 
imperiled  Union. 

Col.  Benedict  had  had  considerable  experience 
as  a  citizen  soldier,  and  stood  high  among  the 
efficient  and  well-drilled  officers  of  the  accom- 
plished military  corps  of  Albany,  and  had  been 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  of 
the  City  Cavalry.  Soon  after  leaving  the  Legisla- 
ture, in  the  spring  of  iS6i.  he  decided  to  enter 
the  service  of  his  country  in  the  tented  field.  The 
New  York  Fire  Department,  while  recruiting  the  2nd 
Fire  Zouaves,  conferred  upon  him  the  Lieutenantcv 
of  the  proposed  regiment.  He  v,-as  commissioned 
in  June,  1861.  The  regiment  was  ordered  to 
^^'ashington,  where  it  arrived  on  the  24th  of  Julv. 
Difficulty  having  occurred  as  to  what  brigade  it 
should  be  attached,  it  was  finally  decided,  after 
some  delay,  by  the  ^^'ar  Department,  to  attach  it 
to  the  Excelsior  Brigade,  after  which  the  regiment 
was  known  as  the  73d  Regiment,  Excelsior  Brigade. 
During  the  Winter  of  1S61-2,  the  regiment  did 
picket  duty  and  advanced  itself,  by  constant  drill, 
to  be  one  of  the  most  competent  and  accomplished 
in  the  brigade. 

The  affection  with  which  Col.  Benedict  was  re- 
garded by  his  men  was  demonstrated  by  daily 
incidents,  and  never  more  touchingly  then  when 
some  of  his  wild  boys  preferred  to  share  the  hor- 
rors of  a  rebel  prison  with  him  than  to  leave  him 
in  his  helplessness  on  the  field  of  ^^'illiamsburg. 

The  history  of  his  career  as  a  soldier  from  that 
time  until  he  fell  in  battle  is  one  of  singular, 
almost  thrilling,  interest. 

After  his  capture  at  Williamsburg,  he  was  taken 
to  Richmond,  and  afterward  to  Salisbury.  N.  C. 
His  rmprisonment  ended  after  several  inonths  by  an 
exchange.-  In  September,  1S62,  one  month  after 
"his  exchange,  he  was  cominissioned  Colonel  of  the 
11^ 2d  (3d  [Metropolitan)  Regiment.  In  October 
following  the  regiment  proceeded  to  New-Orleans  : 
but  owing  to  various  mishaps  to  the  fleet,  it  did 
not  reach  the  city  until  December.  In  Januarv, 
1S63,  he  was  designated  .\cting  Brigadier,  and  in 
that  capacity  was  actively  empK;)yed,  rendering 
important  service  previous  'to "the  siege  of  Port 
Hudson,  where  he  was  conspicuous  in  most 
of  the  terrible  fights  during  that  memorable 
siege.  He  was  foremost  in  the  terrible  slaugh- 
ter of  June  14,  1S63.  When  it  was  decided  to 
storm  the  fort.  Col.  Benedict  was  given  command 
of  the  Second  Battalion,  selected  to  serve  "as 
the  forlorn  hope.''  This  selection  was  a  tribute  to 
his  Coolness  aiul  courage.  From  that  time  forward 
he  followed  Gen.  Banks  through  all  his  marches 
anii  victories.  His  last  command,  the  3d  Brigade 
of  the  1st  Division  and  lyth  Corps,  was  composed 
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of  the    ii6th,   i62d  and  165th  New  York,  t\v<> 
Maine  regiments  and  an  independent  battery.    Xu  , 
brigade  fought  more  courageously  or  tlid  mc^re  to  ' 
turn  the  tide  of  battle.  i 

The  Red  River  camijaign   under  Gen.  Banks  ' 
will  ever  be  read  witli  the  deepest  interest.    It  ])re-  | 
sents  a  series  of  blood}'  battles  almost  unequaied  j 
in  the  heroic  conduct  of  tlie  officers  and  soldiers  \ 
engaged  in  it.     W'lien  the  army  reached  Pleasant  ; 
Ilill,  about  the  jlh  of  April,  there  occurred  a  scries  i 
of  conilicts  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  war.  { 
On  the  9th  of  April,  1S64,  die  final  contest  of  the  j 
campaign  took  ])lace.     It  was  a  day  long  to  be 
remembered,  a  Jay  when  the  tide  of  battle  repeat- 
edly changed,  when  the  surging  columns  of  the 
enemy  were  driven  from  their  position,  to  return 
reinforced  to  a  terrible  and  often  successful  charge,  ] 
and  so  the  conflict  continued.  i 

"  In  the  contlict  on  the  slope,  and  perhaps  in  j 
the  mc/ce  of  that  critical  moment,  when  the  rein-  1 
forced  enemy  caused  our  line  to  hesitate  and  even  ! 
to  recoil,  and  the  fortunes  of  the  da\-  seemed  j 
doubtful,  when  by  almost  superhuman  etTorts  on  j 
the  part  of  the  otiicers  the  men  were  rallied  to 
that  frantic  charge  which  gave  victory  to  the  Union 
arms  and  saved  its  armv,  its  navy  and  its  juris- 
diction in  the  Southwest." 

In  this  charge  Col.  Benedict,  leading  his 
brigade,  in  full  view  of  the  whole  line  of  the  enemy, 
fell  pierced  with  several  bullets.  He  was  first 
wounded  in  the  right  arm  and  soon  his  horse  was 
wounded;  but  still  he  pressed  on,  and  in  a  few  ' 
moments  was  shot  through  the  head  and  died 
instantly. 

No  death  could  have  produced  more  profound 
sorrow  in  the  army,  nor  have  occasioned  a  greater 
loss  to  it.  When  the  intelligence  of  his  death 
reached  Albany,  the  home  of  his  youth,  where  he 
was  so  generally  beloved,  it  wrapped  the  city  in 
general  gloom. 

On  May  2,  1S64,  his  remains  reached  this 
city  and  were  received  by  a  committee  of  the  Com- 
mon Council.  Another  committee  met  the  remains 
on  their  rrrival  in  New  York  City  and  accom- 
panied th-.in  home. 

The  respect  paid  by  the  authorities  and  citizens 
of  all  classes  to  the  dead  soldier  attested  the  high 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  and  the  sorrow  felt 
for  his  death. 

On  May  7,   1S64,  the  members  of  the  .Albanv 
Bar  convened  at  the  Capitol  in  large  attendance  to 
do  honor  to  his  memory.     Hon.  Rufus  W.  Peck- 
ham  was  called  to  the  chair.     Messrs.  Wolford  and 
Edwards    were   made   secretaries.      A   series  of 
eloquent  resolutions  were  adopted,  expressing  the 
esthnation  in  which  Col.  Benedict  was  held  by 
his  brethren  of  the  profession.    An  elo([ucnt,  im- 
pressive eulogium  was  pronounced  by  the  Hon. 
Lyman  Trcmain,  followed  by  remarks  from  Hon.  1 
John  K.  Porter,   Hon.  C'ark  B.  Cochrane,  Hon.  ' 
Hale  Kingsley,  Isaac  L.  Kilwards,  Ksq..  and  Hcjn.  ' 
C.  L.  Austin.     The  prc-vs  .  ,f  the  citv  also  paid  the 
memory  of   Co\.    Ix'uedicl  brilliant    tributu-^    of  I 
respect,  and  he  was  finally  laid  at  rest  amid  tears  i 
and  benedictions  of  the  people  of  his  naii\  e  citv.  ! 


LLST  OF  LAWYERS  IN  ALI5AXY  CITY  IN 
1884. 

J.  T-  Acker.  4>)6  Broadway. 
George  Addingt'in,  25  North  Pearl. 
George  W.  Albright,  Beaver  BU)ck. 
Albright    ."^tanwix,  10  Beaver  Block 
Wm.  A.  Allen,  18  Douw's  Building. 
Arthur  L.  Andrews,  444  Broadway.  ' 
Buel  C.  Andrews,  14  North  Pearl. 
Austin  Artcher,  iS  Dv)uw's  Building. 
Frederic  Baker.  119  State. 
Isaac  B.  Barrett.  50  State. 

E.  A.  Bedell,  Attorney-General's  Office. 
Edwin  P.  Bellows,  119  State. 

James  W.  Bentley,  iS  South  Pearl.  • 
James  J.  Bennett,  52  State. 
"Richard  \V.  Brass,  73  State. 

Edward  J.  Brennan,  Chapel,  corner  :\Iaitlen  Lane. 

\^'alter  ^i,  Brown,  55  State. 

C.  T.  Buchanan,  Chapel,  corner  Maiden  Lane. 

A.'T.  Bulkley,  25  North  Pearl. 

Eugene  Burlingame,  452  Broadway. 

Henrv  D.  Burlingame,  50  State. 

Fred  W.  Cameron,  37  Maiden  Lane. 

Duncan  Campbell,  6  Tweddle  Building. 

Lewis  Cass,  55  State. 

Chase  &  Delehantv,  2;  North  Pearl. 

J.  H.  Clute,  12  Tweddle  Building. 

Alden  Chester,  18  and  19  'Pweddle  Building. 

J.  H.  Clute,  12  Tweddle  Building. 

Wm.  K.  Clute,  City  Building. 

^lark  Cohn,  29  North  Pearl. 

A.  1.  Colvin,  3  North  Pearl, 

L.  Lorenzo  Conley.  7  Partition,  E.  A . 

Thos.  F.  Connor,  Beaver  Block. 

Joseph  A.  Conway,  82  State. 

jMartin  D.  Conway,  116  State. 

John  T.  Cook,  37  INIaiden  Lane. 

J.  F.  Cooper,  24  North  Pearl. 

Edwin  Countryman,  99  State. 

r^Ionroe  Crannell,  69  State. 

Walters.  Cutler,  192  North  Pearl. 

Franklin  Isl.  Denaher.  78  State. 

Edwin  G.  Dav,  31  North  Pearl. 

F.  B.  Delehantv,  25  North  Pearl. 
John  A.  Delehantv,  3  Douw's  Building. 
Philaniler  Demim:.  12  Jay. 

DeWitt  i)c  Spoor,  35  to  38  Tweddle  Building. 

George  Downing,  94  State. 

Herbert  T.  Downing,  94  State. 

Draper  1.1:  Chester,  18-19  Twiddle  Building. 

Louis  Dreyer,  75  State. 

Z.  A.  Dyer,  44  State. 

james  W.  Eaton,  Jr.,  17  Museum  Building. 
Jerome  W.  Ecker,  78  State. 
James  J.  Farren,  49  State. 

George  W.  Feathcrstonhaugh,  31  North  Pearl. 

Walter  D.  Frothingham,  ^9  State. 

Worthington  Fn  .thingham,  69  Slate. 

J.  E.  Gallup,  94  State. 

J'  ihn  J.  Gallup.  94  State. 

George  N.  Gowey.  72  Hudson  a\enue. 

Scott  D'M.  Goodwin,  r.  6  Albany  Savings  Bk.  Bldg. 

Anthony  (jould,  55  State. 

ClilTord  D.  Greg-ory,  99  State. 
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George  Stuart  Gregory,  49  State.  I 
J.  Wendell  Griffing,  864  .AFadis^on  avenue.  1 
Alfred  A.  Guthrie,'  3  North  Pearl. 
\V.  R.  Guthrie,  77  State. 
John  Gutniann,  80  State. 
Mathew  Hale,  25  North  Pearl. 
William  H.  Hale,  59  North  Pearl. 
Lewis  V,.  Hall,  Room  6,  89  State. 
Daniel  P.  Halpin,  37  Tweddle  Building. 
Frt-d.  C.  Hani,  74  State. 
Thos.  H.  Ham,  74  State. 

A.  Hamilton,  29  North  Pearl. 
Samuel  Hand.  25  North  Pearl. 
Ira  Harpci,  41-42  Tweddle  Bui'ding. 
Frederick  Harris,  20-23  Tweddle  Building. 
Hamilton  Harris,  20-23  Tweddle  Building. 
Julius  F.  Harris,  31  North  Pearl. 
William  B.  Harris  82  Livingston  avenue, 
.^amuel  S.  Hatt,  86  State. 
Nathan  Hawley,  30  Douw's  Building. 
Hawley  A  McNamara,  82  State. 
William  Hayes,  21  Green. 
D.  C.  Herrick,  5  Douw's  Building. 
Isban  Hess,  1 1  Douw's  Building. 
Albert  Hersberg,  7  Albany  Savings  Bank  Building. 
W.  S.  Hevenor,  9  Duuw's  Building. 

B.  R.  Hevwood,  79  Chapel. 
George  D.  Hill,  3  North  Pearl. 
Wm.  J.  Hillis,  18  South  Pearl. 
N.  P.  Hinman,  49  State. 
G.  R.  Hitt,  55  State. 
Henr)- T.  Homes,  25  Tweddle  Building. 
Lansing  Hotaling,  74  State. 
Wm.  ¥.  Hourigan,  40  State. 
Leonard  G.  Plun,  25  North  Pearl. 
Marcus  T.  Hun,  25  North  Pearl. 
Oliver  M.  Hungerford,  74  State. 

C.  B.  Hutchings,  15  Douw's  Building. 

G.  D.  Hurlbut,  119  State. 
Robert  Imrie,  93  State. 
Charles  ]\L  Jenkins,  452  Broadway. 
J.  B.  Jermein,  2  James,  corner  State. 
James  C.  Johnson,  55  State. 
Frank  Kampfer,  80  State. 
W.  S.  Kellev,  17  Iweddle  Building. 
J.  ^l.  Kimball,  Beaver  Block. 
Charles  B.  King. 

Dwight  King,  108  Hudsun  avenue. 
J.  11.  King,  69  State. 

Wm.  H.  King  (patent  law  a  specialty),  31  N.  Pearl. 
Leonard  Kip,  24  Tweddle  Building. 
George  \\'.  Kirchwcy.  7  Museum  Building. 
C.  Krank,  74  State. 
Amo  F.  Krumbho!/,  76  .State. 
L.  C.  G.  Kshinka,  50  State. 
Desmond  S.  Lamb,  18  Beaver. 
A.  &  W.  Lansing,  26-27  Tweddle  Building. 
Peter  C.  Lansing,  320  ClintDn  avenue. 
Herman  S.  Lary,  Bank  P.uilding,  Greenbush. 
L  i.t  J.  i\L  Lawson.  37  ^Liiden  Lane. 
J.  A.  Lawsun,  37  Maiden  Lane. 
W.  L.  Learned,  278  State. 

H.  C.  Littleheld,  N<jrth  Pearl,  ccjrner  Plea^ant.  ! 
Orville  S.  Long,  9  Douw's  Building.  j 
Wm.  Loucks,  50  State.  I 
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{  Wm.  f.  ^Li-ckesey,  1 8  South  Pearl, 
i  John  F.  ^Lmson,' 68  State. 
Man.son    True,  T'erry,  cor.  Broadway,  Greenbush. 
n.  S.  McCall,  5  Dou'w's  Buikling. 
H.  S.  ^McCall,  Jr.,  5  Douw's  Building. 
John  T.  McDonough,  114  State. 
W.  C.  .McHarg,  50  State. 
James  A.  McKuwn,  114  State. 
Wm.  H.  McNaughtijn,  44-45  Tweddle  Building. 
James  C.  ^fathew-s,  18  South  Pearl. 
J.  W.  ^Littice,  9  Tweddle. 
P.  F'.  ]\LTttimore,  84 1  Broadway. 
Charles  W.  ]\[cad,  86  State. 
Edward  J.  INIcegan,  Beaver  Block. 
Thomas  A.  Meegan,  Beaver  Block. 
Payton  F.  INIiller,  25  North  Pearl. 
Charles  H.  Mills,  44-4  5  Tweddle  Building. 
Charles  W.  ]Mink,  225  Green. 
G.  W.  ]Minei-,  Albany  Savings  Bank  Building. 
N.  C.  I\L.'>ak,  Chapel  street,  corner  Maiden  Lane. 
John  F.  Montignani,  73  State. 
W.  D.  Morange,  69  State. 
Judson  H.  AL^rrey,  Jr.,  62  Tweddle  Building. 
:  Wm.  T.  Murra}',  Room  8,  Museum  Building. 
Max  Myers,  72  State. 
Wm.  D,  Murphy,  421  Clinton  avenue. 
Edward  Newcomb,  5  Albany  Savings  Bank  Build'g, 
M.  C.  G.  Nichols,  187  Livingston  avenue. 
Nathaniel  Niles,  7  Albany  Savings  Bank  Building. 
Frank  8.  Niver,  99  State. 
Norton  &  Bentler,  73  State. 
John  C.  Nott.  50  State. 
Edward  W.  Nugent,  52  State. 
Myer  Nussbaum,   Albany  Savings  Bank  Building. 
Smith  O'Brien,  9  Tweddle  Building. 
John  J.  OlcDtt,  69  State. 
John  B.  O'Malley,  Rooms  7-8,  44  State. 
Myron  H.  Oppenheim,  Tweddle  Building. 
Leonard  Paige,  55  State. 
Parker  &  Countr\  man,  99  State. 
A.  J.  Parker,  Jr.' 
George  Parr,  74  State. 

R.  \V.  Peckham,  Room  7  Albany  Sav.  Bank. 
John  DeWitt  Pcltz,  35-38  Tweddle  Building. 
John  C.  Pennie,  149  Madison  avenue. 
A.  B.  Pratt,  94  State. 
Charles  H.  Ramsey,  71  State. 
Joseph  H.  Ramsey,  71  State. 
Rankin  &  Featherstonhaugh,  31  North  Pearl. 
Wm.  F.  Rathbone,  79  Chapel. 
Cornelius  B.  Reardon.  24  N'orth  Pearl. 
Edward  T.  Reed,  3y  Tweddle  Building. 
Hugh  Reilly,  29  North  Pearl. 
De.xter  Reynolds,  25  North  Pearl. 
Simon  W.  Rosendale. 
S.  C.  Rodgers,  52  Tweddle  Building. 
Edward  D.  Ronan,  34  Tweddle  Building. 
Wm.  P.  Rudd,  20-23  Tweddle  Building. 
J.       Kunkle,  18  High. 
James  ]\[.  Ruso,  52  Tweddle. 
Joseph  W.  Russell,  Jermain■^  Building,  2  James  st. 
J.  H.  Sand,  1 14  State. 
!   Bleccker  Sanders,  24  North  Pearl, 
j  H.  T.  Sanlbrd,  74  State. 
I  Thomas  Say  re,  443  Broadway. 
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Robert  G.  Scherer,  73  State. 
Wm.  M.  Scott. 

Andrew  G.  Scclman,  So  State. 

Osp:ood  H.  Shepard,  443  Broadway. 

S.  O.  Shepard.  443  Broadway. 

Hiram  E.  Sickels,  25  North  Pearl. 

George  W.  Smith,  74  State. 

Horace  E.  Smith,  43  Tweddle  Building. 

Stuart  G.  Speir,  [Museum  Building,  Room  9. 

C.  T.  F.  Spoor,  35  to  38  ^^veddle  Building. 

Nathaniel  Sj)aulding. 

B.  I.  Stanton,  22  Tweddle  Building. 
David  H.  Stanwix,  Beaver  Block,  Room  10. 
J.  Stedrann,  443  Bro^.d-A'a}'. 

P.  A.  Stephens,  78  State. 
John  B.  Steele,  Jr. 

Henrj'  E.  Stern,  37  ]\Iaiden  Lane,  Room  2. 

George  H.  Stevens,  48  Tweddle. 

John  A.  Stephens. 

Clarence  Strevell,  24  North  Pearl. 

Elliott  I.  Stiles,  5  Partition,  E.  A. 

Henry  C.  Stryker. 

J.  B. 'Sturtevant. 

Geo.  V.  Thatcher. 

Wm.  W.  Thompson,-  74  State. 

Geo.  L.  Thompson,  444  Broadway. 

C.  M.  Tompkins,  Albany  Savings  Bank  Building. 
Tracey  &  Cooper,  24  North  Pearl. 
A.  H.  Tremain,  ~ 
George  M.  True,  66  State. 
Lucien  Tuffs,  Jr.,  Beaver  Block. 

Thomas  J.  Van  AIst}  ne,  9  Douw's  Building. 
Andrew  Van  Dcrzee,  14  Tweddle  Building. 
W.  Bayard  Van  Rensselaer,  25  North  Pearl. 
Abram  Van  Vechten,  3-5  North  Pearl. 
Lansing  Van  Wie,  16  Second  avenue. 
Alonzo  B.  Voorhees,  73  State. 
Fletcher  Vosburgh. 

Isaac  H.  Vrooman,  282  Hamilton  street. 
Edward  Wade.  93  State. 

Frederick  E.  Wadhams,  33  Tweddle  Building. 

R.  B.  Wagoner,  86  State. 

Augustus  H.  Walshe,  85  Hawk. 

John  W.  Walsh,  79  Chapel. 

Walter  E.  Ward,  37  Maiden  Lane.     ,  •  .  , 

Hiram  L.  Washburn,  Jr.,  44  State. 

Cyrus  Waterbury,  Jr.,  44  State. 

Robert  H.  Well's,  94  State.  -      •:•  ■■  ■ 

Jacob  Wendell,  184  Elm. 

W.  S.  Whitmore,  86  State. 

Thos.  F.  Wilkinson,  16  Douw's  Building. 

John  S.  Wolfe,  14  North  Pearl. 

Bradford  R.  Wood.  25  Tweddle  Building. 

J.  Hampden  Wood,  25  Tweddle  Building. 

Horace  L  Wood. 

Francis  H.  Woods,  116  State.  • 
O.  M.Wright,  25  North  Pearl, 
Edwin  Voung,  79  Chapel. 
William  A.  Young. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  AI.15.\NY  COUNTY  Il.AR  OUT- 
SIDE THE  CITY  OF  ALBANY. 


C.  M.  Barlow, 
\V.  Scott  Coffin, 
J.  M.  Harris, 

James  F.  Crawford, 
Charles  F.  Dovle, 
Peter  G.  Falardo, 
George  H.  Fitts, 
Lawrence  B.  Finn. 
Isaac  \V.  Hiller. 
Murray  Hubbard, 

Hiram  Gritr^s, 


COEYMANS. 

.S.  Spring^tcad, 
Corneliu-i  Vandcrzce, 
Gerrit  \Mtbeck. 

COHOES. 

Rosin  J.  House, 
John  E.  McLean, 
Peter  D.  N'iver, 
James  R  Stevens, 
Farle  L.  Stimson, 
Henry  A.  Strong, 
James  \Yaliace. 

GUILDERLA.ND. 

Atchison  Mitchell. 

NEW  SCOTLAND. 

B.  H.  Staats. 


RENSSELAER  VILLE. 

Lawrence  Faulk,  Norman  \V.  Faulk, 

William  R.  Tanner. 


Farley  Fisher, 


Geo.  F.  Alexander, 
L.  R.  Beekley, 

E.  L,  Blood, 
James  \V.  Boyle, 
John  H.  Gleason, 

F.  L.  Getty, 
J.  D.  Hallcn, 
William  Flollands, 
C.  D.  Hudson, 
Isaac  W.  Lansing, 


WESTERLO. 

Alonzo  Spaulding. 

WEST  TROY. 

A.  D.  Lyon, 
Eugene  McLeai;, 
Voikert  J.  Oathout, 
D.  J.  O'SuUivan, 
Isaac  B.  Potter, 
Alfred  W.  Richardson, 
Thomas  F.  Riley, 
Peter  A.  Rogers', 
Elias  Van  O'Linda, 
James  \V.  Warford. 

GREEN  ISLAND. 

James  R.  Torrance. 


Z.  B.  Dyer, 


BERNE. 

Edward  V.  Filkin, 
John  D.  White. 


JUDGES  AND  OTHER  COURT  OFFICERS 

For  Albany  Coi'ntv,  or  Residents  of  the  CouNTi'. 

Masters  of  Colonl\l  Court  of  Chancery. 
John  Abeel  and  Evert  Banker,  Oct.  13,  1705  ;  P.  P. 
Schuyler,  176S. 

Chancellors  of  State  Cocrt  of  Chancery. 
John  Lansing,  Jr.,  Oct.  21,  iSor  ;  James  Kent,  Oct.  25, 
1814  ;  Reuben  H.  Walworth,  April  22,  1828. 

Chief  Justices  from  Alf..\ny  County  of  the  Supreme 
Court  from  1777  ro  1S47. 
Robert  Yates,  September  28,  1790;  John  Lansing,  Jr., 
February  15,  179S;  James  Kent,  July  2,  1804:  Smith 
Thompson,  February  3,  1S14;  Ambrose  Spencer,  February 
9,  1819;  Greene  C.  IJronson,  .March  5,  1S45. 

Puisne  Justices  of  Supreme  Court. 
Robert  Yates,  May  8,  1777;  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  September 
28,  1790;  Auibrose  Spencer,  February  3,  1S04;  Greene  C. 
Bronson,  January  6,  1S36. 

A  Circuit  Court  was  created  by  the  Constitution 
of  182 1.  It  was  the  Xisi  Prius,  or  Trial  Court  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  The  State  was  divided  into 
eight  districts  or  circuits,  corresponding  to  the 
Senatorial  Districts.  At  least  two  Circuit  Courts 
and  Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  were  reciuired  to 
be  held  in  each  county  annually,  the  Circuit  Judge 
presiding.  Each  of  the  Circuit  Judges  was  to  ap- 
point a  clerk  for  the  Court  of  Ecjuity,  to  be  held 
by  each  judge  respectively. 

Circuit  Judges  from  Albany  County. 
William  A.  Duer,  .-Vpril  21,  1S23;  James  N'anderpocl, 
January  12,  1S30;  Amasa  J.  Parker,  March  6,  1844. 
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The  Constitution  of  1S46  abolished  tlie  old  Su- 
preme Court,  the  Court  of  Chancery,  Court  for  the 
Correction  of  Krrors,  and  the  Circuit  Courts;  insti- 
tuting a  Court  of  Appeals,  a  Supreme  Court  with 
an  Equity  side,  and  retaining  the  Court  of  0}er 
and  Terminer.  The  Judges  of  these  Courts  were 
all  made  elective. 

Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals         i/w  County  of 
Albany. 

Alexander  S.  Johnson,  November  5,  1851:  Tohii  K. 
Porter,  Jan.  2,  1S65;  Rufus  \V.  Peckham,  May  17,  1S70; 
Samuel  Hand,  June  11,  1S78. 

Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  under  the  Constitution 
of  1S46. 

Ira  Harris,  June  7,  1S47;  Klisha  P.  irurlbut.  June  7,  1S47: 
MaIl)one  Watson,  June  7,  1S47,  and  Nov.  8.  1853:  Aniasa  f. 
Parker.  June  7,  1S47:  Ira  Harris,  Noveniijer  4,  iS;i:  l)eo- 
datus  Wright,  April  20,  1S57;  Rufus  W.  Peckham",  Novem- 
bers, 1S61;  William  L.  Learned,  June  21,  1S69;  Rufus  W. 
Peckham,  Jr.,  November  6,  18S3;  William  L.  Learned,  No- 
vember, 18S4. 

Judge  Peckham  is  a  son  of  Hon.  Rufus  W. 
Peckham,  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  who 
was  a  passenger  on  the  steamer  Villc  da  Haire, 
which,  on  the  night  of  November  22,  1S73,  in 
mid-ocean,  collided  with  the  British  iron  ship  Loch 
Erin.  Two  hundred  and  twenty-six  souls,  among 
whom  were  Judge  P.  and  his  wife,  were  drowned. 

Court  of  Co.mmon  Pleas  and  Special  Sessions. 

A  Court  of  Common  Pleas  was  established  in 
Albany  County  by  the  provisions  of  the  Dongan 
Charter,  16S6.  A  Court  of  Common  Pleas  was  es- 
tablished in  each  County  by  an  act  of  the  Colonial 
Legislature  in  1691.  The  first  State  Constitution 
retained  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  varying  its 
procedure  to  accord  with  the  State  Government. 
The  Constitution  also  organized  a  Court  of  Ses- 
sions, it  being  the  criminal  side  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  as  the  present  Court  of  Sessions  is  the  crimi- 
nal side  of  the  County  Court.  The  judges  were 
appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment down  to  1S21,  when  the  latter  body 
was  abolished,  and  the  Common  Pleas  judges  were 
appointed  by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
the  Senate,  down  to  the  Constitution  of  1846,  which 
abolished  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  created  a 
County  Court,  a  Court  of  Sessions  to  be  presided 
over  by  one  County  judge  in  each  County  elected 
by  the  people.  It  provided  for  the  election  of  two 
justices  in  each  County  who.  with  the  County  judge, 
constituted  a  Court  of  Sessions  for  the  trial  of 
criminals.  These  session  justices,  with  a  justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  constituted  die  Court  of  Over 
and  Terminer  in  each  County  for  the  trial  of  crimi- 
nals of  a  higher  grade. 

VVe  give  the  names  of  the  First  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  during  its  e.xistence,  fol- 
lowed by  the  County  Judges  ap])ointed  or  elected 
since  under  the  first  Constitution  of  1777,  and  of 
the  Constitution  of  1846  : 

Mayor,  Recorder  and  Aldf,rmf.n  rf  Albcny,  or  any 
three  of  them,  from  //.iSb. 

Peter  Schuyler,  M.iy  27,  1691;  John  Abeel,  Mav  27,  1702; 
Peter  Schuyler,  «  >ct. '14,  1702;  Killi.ien  Van  Rensselaer, 
Uec.   23,  1717;   Rutger  Bleecker,  Dec.  23,  1726;  Ryer 


Cerritsc,  Dec.  23,  1733;  Robert  Sanders,  Nov.  2S,  1749; 
Syljrant   Goose  Van  Schaick,  Jan.   5,  1758;  Rensselaer 
Nicoll,  May  14,  1762;  Abraham  Ten  Brock,  March  4,  1773; 
I   Walter  I.ivin'.;ston,  March  22,  1774:    [ohn  H.  Ten  Kyck, 
I   March  21,   177^;  X'olkert  P.  Douw,  Jan.  6,  177S;  Abram 
I   Ten  Brocck,  ^I,lrch  26,  1781:  Leonard  Gansevoort,  March 
19,  1794;  John  Tayler,  Feb.  7,  1707;  Nicolas  N.  (|>uackcn- 
bush.  Jan.   13,   1S03:  David  McCarty,  March  13,  1S04; 
Charles  D.  Cooper,  March  29,   1S06:  Jacob  Ten  Eyck, 
June  S,  1S07:  Apollos  Moore,  June  6,  1812;  James  L'Amo- 
reaux,  March  15,  1S2S;  Samuel  Cheever,  March  12,  1S33; 
John  Lansing,  May  17,  1S3S:  Peter  Gansevoort,  April  17, 
i    1843;  William  Parnielee,  June,   1S47;  Albert  L).  Rotnnson, 
Nov.,  1S51;  George  Wolford,  Nov.,  1859:  Jacob  H.Clutc, 
Nov.,  1S63;  Thomas  J.  Van  Alstyne,  Nov.,  1871;  John  C. 
Nott,  Nov.,  1S83. 

Court  of  Probate. 

I      By  an  Act  of  17S7,  Surrogates  were  empowered 
I  to  be  appointed,  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Probates 
holding  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  decease  out  of  the 
State,  or  of  non-residents  within  the  State.  On 
•March  10,  1797,  aii  act  was  passed  providing  that 
the  Court  of  Probate  should  be  held  in  Albany, 
and  that  the  judge  and  clerk  should  remove  the 
books,  papers  and  documents  of  that  court  to  that 
city,  and  reside  there.    This  court  held  appellate 
j  jurisdiction  over  the  Surrogate's  Court,    On  ?tlarch 
i  21,    1S23,  it  was  abolished,  and  its  jurisdiction 
I  conferred  on  the  Chancellor,  who  exercised  it  until 
the  Court  of  Chancery  was  abolished  in  1846. 

Its  jurisdiction  was  then  conferred  on  the  new 
Supreme  Court.  The  records  of  this  court  were 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  at 
Albany.  The  following  are  the  Albany  County 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Probate  : 

Leonard  Gansevoort,  April  5,  1799;  T.  Van  Wvck  Gra- 
ham, March  16,  1S13;  Gerrit  Y.  Lansing,  July  S,  1S16. 

Surrogates. 

Surrogates,  under  the  first  Constitution,  were  ap- 
pointed for  an  unlimited  period  by  the  Council  of 
Appointment,  and  an  appeal  lay  from  their  decis- 
ions to  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Probates  of  the 
State.    Under  the  second  Constitution  they  were 
I  appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Senate  for  four 
!  years,  and  appeals  lay  from  their  decisions  to  the 
j  Chancellor. 

I  The  Constitution  of  1847  ^ibolished  the  office  of 
I  Surrogate,  except  in  counties  where  the  population 
j  exceeded  40,000,  and  devolved  its  duties  on  the 
I  County  Judge.  In  counties  exceeding  this  popu- 
j  lation  the  Legislature  may  authorize  the  election  of 
I  Surrogates.  I'hey  are  electeti  for  six  years,  and 
j  are  alli.nved  to  take  the  acknowledgment  of  deeds 
I  and  administer  oaths  in  the  same  manner  as  County 
j  Judges. 

I  Surro(;ates  of  All/any  County. 

John  DePeyster,  April  3,  1756;  William  Hannah,  Novem- 
I  ber  18,  1766;  Peter  Lansingh,  December  3,  1766:  Stephen 
!    DcLancey,  September  19,   1769  ;  John  De  Peysier.  March 

23,  1778;  Henry  Uolhoudt,  April  4,  1782:  John  De 
j  P.  Douw,  Aprd  4.  17S2  ;  .\braham  (.i.  Lansing, 
I  March  13,  1787;  Klisha  Dorr,  .\pril  12,  iSoS  ;  John 
I  H.  Wendell,  .March  5,  iSio;  Richard  Lush,  June  11. 
!  iSii  ;  John  H.  Wendell.  March  3,  181 3;  George  Merchant, 
j    March  17,  iSi;;    Christopiier  C.  \'ates,  .April   19,  iNlj; 

I'.bene/.er  Baldwin,  July  7,  1S19;  .Abraham  Ten  Kyck,  Jr., 
1  February  ig,  1S21:  Thomas  \.  Brigden,  .\prd  11,  1S22; 
I   Anthony  Blanchard,  April  9,  1S31;    Moses  Patten,  Febru- 
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ary  28,   1840;   Anthony   Illanchard,   Fcbi-uary  28.  1S44;  j 

Lewis  IJencdict,  Jr.,  Jvinc,  1S47;    Orvillc  II.  Chittenden,  ; 

November,    JS51:    f.inies  A.  McKown,  Xcivetnljer,   1S55;  j 

Justu.s  Il.iiwell,  Novcnil)€r.  1S50;  Israel  Lawton,  Noveni-  | 
ber,  iS^j;  Peit-r  A.  Roi^ers,  November,  1871;  Francis  H. 
Woods,  November,  1SS3. 

DISTRICT  .\.TTOKN'EYS. 

This  officer  was  at  first  Assistant  Attorney-Gen- 
eral. The  counties  were  divided  into  districts,  in 
which  he  had  jurisdiction;  hence  the  name  of  Dis- 
trict Attorney.  The  act  of  February  12,  1796, 
divided  the  State  into  seven  districts:  that  of  iSoi, 
into  thirteen  districts.  By  the  hiws  of  1S18,  each 
county  was  corstitmed  a  separate  district  fur  the 
purposes  of  this  office.  Under  the  second  Consti- 
tution, District  Attorneys  were  appointed  by  the 
Court  of  General  Sessions  in  each  county.  Under 
the  Constitution  of  1S46,  they  were  made  elective. 

Abraham  Van  Vechten,  February  16,  1796;  Samuel  S. 
Lush,  April  6,  1S13;  David  L.  Van  Antwerp,  June  21,  iSlS; 
Samuel  \.  Foote.  July  3,  i8iq:  Beniamin  F.  JSutler,  Febru- 
ary 19,  1821;  Ldward  Livinffston,  June  14,  1825;  Rulus  W. 
Peckham,  March  27,  1S3S:  Henry  (i.  Wheaton,  March  30, 
184I;  Edwin  Litchheld,  .March  30,  1844;  Andrew  J.  Colvin, 
March  21,  1846:  Samuel  W.  Hammond,  Jiuie,  1847;  An- 
drew J.  Colvin,  November,  1S50:  Hamilton  Harris,  Novem- 
ber, 1853;  Samuel  G.  Courtney,  November,  1856;  Ira 
Shafer,  November,  iSsg;  Solomon  F.  Higgins,  November, 
1862;  Flenry  Smith,  November,  1865:  Rutus  ^V.  I'eckham, 
Jr.,  November,  1868;  Nathaniel  C.  .Moak.  November,  1871; 
John  M.  Bailey,  November,  1S74:  Lansing  Ilotaling,  No- 
vember, 1877;  D.  Cady  Herrick,  November,  1880. 

COUXTV  CLKRKS. 

The  County  Clerk,  during  the  colonial  period, 
was  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Clerk  of 
the  Peace,  and  Clerk  of  the  Sessions  of  the  Peace, 
in  his  own  county.    Under  the  first  State  Consti- 
tution, it  was  his  duty  to  keep  the  County  Records, 
and  act  as  the  Clerk  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  and  Clerk  of  the  Oyer  and  Terminer. 
These  last  duties  were  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
Act  of  P'ebruary  12,  1796.    The  seals  of  the  Coun- 
ty Clerk  were  the  seals  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  in  their  respective  counties.    County  Clerks 
are  now  Clerks  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Court  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer,  County  Court  and  Court  of 
Sessions.    The  term  of  office  since  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution  of  1S21  has  been  three  years. 

Ludovicus  Cobes,  1669;  Robert  Livingston,  1675;  Johan- 
nes Cuyler,  March  2,  1690;  Robert  Livingslon.  1601;  Wil- 
liam Shaw,  1696:  Ruiiert  Livingston,  1705;  I'hilip  Living- 
ston, 1721;  John  Colden.  February  23,  1749:  Marme  Gan- 
sevoort,  September  25,  1750:  W'itham  Marsh,  1760;  Stephen 
De  Lancy,  January  25,  1765:  Leonard  Gansevoort,  .May  8, 
1777;  Maithew  Vischer,  1778;  Richard  I .ush,  .September  29, 
1790;  Charles  D.  Cooper,  .March  3,  1808;  William  P.  Beers, 
February  28,  1810;  Charles  I).  Cooper,  February  5,  iSll; 
John  Lovett,  March  3,  1813;  George  Merchant,  .March  31, 
1815;  Henry  Truax,  June  6,  1820;  George  Merchant,  Feb- 


ruarv  19,  1S21 ;  L.  L.  \'an  Kleeck,  November,  1S22;  Conrad 
.\.  Ten  Lyck,  Novomlier,  182S:  Henry  li.  ILi-well,  No- 
vember, 1S37:  Wilh.tm  .Mix,  November,  1843;  Lawrence 
Van  Dusen,  November,  1S46:  Robert  Lay.  November, 
1849;  Robert  Harper,  November,  1852:  Robert  Bali- 
cock,  November,  1855:  Smith  .V.  Waterman,  November, 
1861;  Giles  K.  Winne,  February  9,  1S65;  Isaac  N.  Keeler, 
June  20,  1868:  fohn  Mcl-^wen.  November,  1S6S:  .\lV)ert  C. 
Judson,  November,  1871;  William  E.  Haswell,  November, 
1874;  lohn  Larkiri,  November,  1S77;  William  D.  Streveil. 
November,  1883. 

SHERIFFS. 

This  officer,  during  the  colonial  period,  was  ap- 
pointed annually  by  the  Governor-General  and  Colo- 
nial Council.  Under  the  first  Constitution,  he  was 
appointed  annually  by  the  Council  of  .Appointment, 
and  no  person  could  hold  the  office  fur  more  than 
four  successive  years  :  he  could  hold  no  other  office, 
and  must  be  a  freeholder.  Since  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution  of  1S21,  he  has  not  been  required 
to  be  a  freeholder,  is  elected  for  three  }-ears,  and  is 
ineligible  for  the  ne.xt  succeeding  term. 

John  Manning,  April  6,  1665  :  Gerrit  Swart,  Aug.  17, 
1668  ;  Andrew  Draeyer,  Oct.,  1673  :  Michael  Siston,  Nov. 
4,  1674;  Johannes  I'rovoost,  Oct..  1677;  Richard  Pretty, 
Oct.,  167S  ;  Lodovicus  Cobes,  Oct.,  1679  ;  Richard  Pretty, 
Oct.,  16S0  ;  Caspar  Teller,  March  i,  1691  :  John  Apple, 
Dec.  I,  1692  ;  Siiiion  Young,  June  19,  1696  ;  Joharmes 
Groenendykc,  Oct..  1698  ;  John  Williams,  Oct.,  1699; 
Jonathan  liroadhurst,  C>ct.,  1700  ;  Jacobus  Turk,  Oct., 
1702  ;  David  Schuyler,  Oct.,  1705  ;  Plenry  Holland,  Oct., 
1706;  Thomas  Williams,  Oct.,  1712;  Samuel  Babington, 
Oct.,  1716  ;  Gerrit  Van  Schaick.  Oct..  1719;  Henry  Hol- 
land, Oct.,  1720;  Philip  Verplanck,  Oct.,  1722  :  Thomas 
Williams,  Oct.,  1723;  Goose  Van  Schaick,  Oct.,  1728; 
James  Stephenson,  Oct.,  1731  :  James  Lindsay,  Oct., 
1732  ;  Flenry  tlolland,  Oct.,  1739;  John  Rutger  Bleecker, 
Oct.,  1746  ;  Jacob  Ten  Eyck,  Oct.,  1747  ;  '1  homas  Wil- 
liams, Oct.,  1748  ;  Richard  Miller,  Oct.,  1749  ;  Abraham 
Yates,  Oct.,  1754  ;  Abraham  Yates,  Jr.,  Oct.,-  1755  ;  Jacob 
Van  Schaick,  Oct.,  1759  ;  Hermanus  Schuyler.  June  18, 
1761  ;  Henry  Ten  Fyck,  C)ct.,  1770  ;  Hendrick  J.  Wendell, 
Sept.  27,  1777  ;  John  Ten  Broeck,  March  22,  1781  : 
Hendrick  J.  Wendell,  Nov.  20,  1782  ;  John  Ten  Broeck, 
Sept.  29,  17S6  ;  Peter  Gansevoort,  Jr.,  Sept.  29,  1790  ; 
John  T'strander,  Jr.,  Sept.  29,  1792  ;  John  Given,  Sept. 
29,  1796  ;  Hermanus  P.  Schuyler,  Feb.  25,  iSco  ;  John  J. 
Cuyler,  Jan.  28,  1801  :  Hermanus  H.  Wendell,  Jan.  12, 
1803  ;  Lawrence  L.  Van  Kleeck,  Feb.  28.  1S07  ;  Solomon 
Southwick,  Feb.  10.  1S08  ;  Jacob  Mancius,  Feb.  13,  1810: 
Peter  P.  Do.x,  Feb.  12.  181 1  ;  Jacob  Mancius,  Feb.  23, 
1813  ;  Isaac  Hempstead,  March  17,  1815  ;  Leonard  fi. 
Gansevoort.  March  6,  1819  ;  Cornelius  Van  .\ntwerp,  Feb. 
12,  1821  ;  Cornelius  Van  Antwerp,  Nov.,  1S22  ;  C.  H.  Ten 
Eyck,  Nov.,  1825  ;  John  Beckey  (removed  Oct.  5,  1829), 
1828  ;  .\sa  Colvard,  Nov.,  1S29  ;  .\lbert  Gallup,  Nov., 
1831  ;  Angus  McDuftle,  Nov.,  1S34:  Michael  Artcher,  Nov., 
1837  :  Amos  Adams,  Nov.,  1840  :  Christopher  Batterman. 
Nov.,  1S43  ;  Oscar  Tyler,  Nov..  1846;  William  lieardsley, 
Nov.,  1849  :  John  McF.wen,  Nov.,  1852  ;  William  P. 
Brayton,  Nov.,  1S55  :  Thomas  W.  \'an  Alstyne,  Nov., 
185S  :  iienry  Crandall,  Nov.,  1S61  ;  Henry  Fitch. 
Nov.,  1S64  ;  Flarris  Parr,  Nov..  1S67  ;  George  A.  Birch. 
Nov.,  1S70  ;  .\lb«rt  Gallup,  Nov.,  1S73  ;  John  Wemple. 
Nov.  6,  1876;  James  A.  Houck,  Nov.,  1S79 ;  Wm.  H. 
Keeler,  Nov.,  1882. 
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Hon.  AMASA  J.  PARKER. 

AM  ASA  J.  PARKER. 

Amasa  J.  Parker  was  burn  June  2,  1807,  at 
Sharon,  Parish  uf  Ellsworth,  Litchfield  Countv, 
Conn.,  where  his  father,  the  Rev.  Daniel  Parker,  was 
settled  for  twenty  years  as  a  Congregational  clergv- 
man.  On  both  sides  Mr.  Parker  traces  his  (le- 
scentfrom  families  distinguished  in  the  early  hist<  iry 
of  New  England,  sharing  in  the  perils  and  occupa- 
tions of  Indian  warfare,  and.  at  a  later  day,  in  our 
Revolutionary  struggle.  His  maternal  grandfather, 
Tliomas  Fenn,  of  Watertown,  Conn.,  represented 
that  town  for  more  than  thirty  sessions  in  the 
Legislature  of  his  State. 

The  Rev.  Daniel  Parker  removed  into  New  York 
State  with  his  family,  when  his  son  .■\masa  was  nine 
years  of  age. 

Great  pains  were  taken  with  his  education,  and 
under  the  personal  instruction  of  his  father,  as  well 
as  of  other  capable  teachers,  he  completed,  with 
great  thoroughness,  a  full  collegiate  course  of  study, 
and  in  June,  1823,  when  but  sixteen  years  old, 
'  though  having  the  personal  appearance  of  more 
advanced  age.  he  was  appointed  Principal  of  the 
Academy  located  at  the  City  of  Hudson,  an  institu- 
tion chartered  by  the  Regents  of  the  Universitv  of 
this  state,  and  entered  immediately  upon  the  duties 
of  the  position.  He  remained  there  four  years, 
and  on  the  first  of  May,  1827,  resigned  his  place 
to  prosecute  the  study  of  the  law.  During  the  last 
year  of  his  service  in  the  academy,  he  had  entered 
the  office  of  Hon.  John  \V.  Edmonds,  but  his  du- 


ties elsewhere  gave  him  but  little  time  for  his  legal 
studies. 

He  was  eminently  successful  in  his  labors  as 
principal  of  the  Academy.    Under  his  charge  the 
]  institution  acquired  ilistinction  and  attracted  siu- 
j  dents  from  difl'erent  and  distant  parts  of  the  coun- 
try.    He  resigned  his  trust  with  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  academy  full  of  students  and  in  the 
I  height  of  its  prosperity,  because  he  felt  that  the 
I  time  had  come  for  him  to  devote  his  whole  atten- 
I  tion  to  the  necessary  preparation  for  his  intended 
I  profession. 

j      .\n  incident  occurred  when  he  was  in  charge  of 
[  the  acatlemy  worthy  of  mention.     The  friends  of  a 
rivtl  and  succe.ssful  institution  in  a  distant  town  oi 
the  same  count}',  in  order  to  promote  its  interests, 
made  capital  of  the  lact  that  the  principal  of  the 
Hudson  academy  was  not  himseif  a  graduate  of 
any  college.    To  put  such  an  obiection  at  rest, 
young  Parker,  in  the  summer  of  1825,  presented 
himself  at  Union  College:  submitted  to  an  e.xam- 
j  ination  for  the  whole  college  course  of  study,  and 
\  graduated  with  the  class  of  1S25.    The  singular 
i  fact  occurred  that  one  of  his  own  former  students 
graduated  with  him  in  the  same  class. 

On  resigning  the  charge  of  the  academy  in  M.iy, 
I  1827,  Mr.  Parker  entered  the  otVice  of  his  uncle. 
!  Amasa  Parker.  Esq.,  an  eminent  lawyer  of  Delhi, 
;  Delaware  Count}',  who  had  been  established  thi  re 
many  years.  L'pon  his  admission  to  the  Bar  in 
!  October,   1S28,  he  entered  into  a  copartnership 
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■with  his  uncle,  and  ihelirniol'A.  A:  A.  j.  Parker 
(well  known  to  the  ])ru!cs^iim  tliruui^lMut  the 
State)  was  not  dissolved  till  Mr.  Parker's,  ajiijoint- 
ment  to  the  Eench  in  March,  1844. 

During  all  that  time  ^Ir.  Parker  was  engaged  in  a 
large  pr(->lessional  business,  perha]is  im  ire  extcnsi\-e 
and  varied  than  that  ol'  any  other  country  law  of- 
fice in  this  stale.  He  soon  acquired  a  professional 
standing  that  secured  him  a  large  practice  as  counsel 
in  the  highest  courts  of  the  state.  He  attended  quite 
regularly  the  circuits  of  Delaware,  Greene,  Ulster  and 
Schoharie  counties,  and  occasionally  those  held  in 
Broome,  Tioga  and  Tompkins  counties,  and  in 
other  counties  more  distant,  as  vv-ell  as  tlie  stated 
Terms  of  Chancery  and  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as 
the  printed  refjorts  of  those  courts  show,  it  has 
been  said, by  those  acquainted  with  the  subject, that 
at  the  time  of  his  ap})onumcnt  to  the  Bench  he  had 
tried  more  cases  at  tiie  Circuit  than  any  other  law- 
yer of  his  age  in  the  State. 

]\Ir.  Parker  always  insisted  that  his  success,  in 
establishing  a  large  practice  as  attorney  and 
counsel,  was  owmg  to  his  promptness,  system  and 
method  rather  than  to  any  other  jteculiar  talent. 
It  was  the  rule  of,  his  life  never  to  fail  to  answer  a 
business  letter  on  the  same  day  on  which  it  was  re- 
ceived, to  send  to  his  client  a  check  .for  money 
collected  by  the  first  mail,  and  never  to  fail  in  keep- 
ing an  appointment  at  the  precise  time  tixed  for  it. 
This  latter  practice  he  never  omitted  on  the  bench, 
having  rarely  if  ever  failed  to  open  his  Court  at 
the  precise  hour  appointed.  In  this  way  he  en- 
forced the  most  punctual  attendance  of  counsel, 
parties  and  witnesses,  and  b}'  it  he  was  enabled  to 
accomplish  much  more  business. 

During  the  tiftecn  _\'ears  of  Judge  Parker's  prac- 
tice, before  he  was  aj)pointed  to  the  bench,  he 
mingled  somewhat  actively  in  political  contests  of 
the  day.  In  the  fall  of  1S33  he  was  elected  by  the 
Democratic  party  to  the  Assembly  without  opposi- 
tion, and  served  in  1834.'  In  1835  he  was  elected 
by  the  Legislature  of  this  State  a  Regent  of  the 
University  of  the  State,  being  then  twenty-se\-en 
years  of  age,  and  was  the  youngest  person  ever 
elected  to  that  distinguished  trust.  He  held  it  for 
nearly  ten  years,  and  resigned  it  when  appointed  to 
the  bench.  In  November,  1836,  he  was  elected 
to  the  'Pwent}'-fifth  Congi'ess  to  represent  the  dis- 
trict then  composed  of  the  Counties  of  Delaware 
and  Broome.  This  time  also  he  ran  witlunit  op- 
position-, no  candidate  being  noiriinated  by  the 
opposite  partv.  He  entered  upon  the  eiuties  of, 
the  office  at  the  e.xtra  session  held  in  September, 
1837,  and  s'crved  during  the  three  sessions  of 
that  Congress.  These  were  exciting  and  some- 
times stormy  sessions.  The  Sub-Treasur_\-  measure 
was  proposed  b\'  Mr.  \'an  Buren  at  the  extra  ses- 
sion of  1837,  and  wa.->  warmly  advcicatcd  by  Mr. 
Parker  and  others,  but  it  did  not  secure  the  sup- 
f)ort  of  all  the  Democratic  members.  Ui)on  it 
Congress  was  very  nearly  divided,  and  ipies- 
tions  were  frequently  decided  by  the  casun'_;- 
vote  of  the  Speaker,  Mr.  Polk.  It  was  not  till 
a  later  C'ongrcss,  when  the  measure  had  become 
better  understood,  that,  it  was  passed  into  a  law, 


and  it  still  remains  in  force,  its  wisdom  being  now 
admitted  by  all  parties. 

During  his  service  in  Congress,  Mr.  Parker  was 
activclv  engaged  in  the  duties  it  imjiosed,-  on  com- 
mittees and  in  the  discussions  in  the  House.  His 
^[K'eches  on  the  l\lississipi)i  Election  case,  on  the 
Sub-Treasurv  bill,  on  the  Public  Lands,  on  the 
Cillev  and  (iraves  duel  and  on  other  subjects,  are 
rcporteil  in  the  jiroceedings  of  that  Congiess. 
Hiram  Gray,  Richard  P.  Marvin,  Henry  A.  Foster, 
Arphaxad  Lo(jmis,  John  T.  .\ndrews  and  AmasaJ. 
Parker  were  the  last  six  survivors  from  this  State 
of  that  memorable  Congress. 

Mr.  Parker,  at  the  ciose  of  his  term,  returned  to 
the  practice  of  his  profession. 

In  the  autumn  of  1839  he  was  nominated  as  a 
candidate  for  State  Senate  from  the  Senatorial  dis- 
trict then  corresponding  nearly  in  boundary  to  the 
l>resetit  Third  Judicial  District  of  this  State.  There 
were  two  vacancies  to  be  filled  in  addition  to  the 
term  then  expiring.  There  were,  therefore,  three 
Senators  to  be  chosen.  The  year  before,  Alonzo 
C.  Paige  had  been  elected  b_\-  less  than  fifty  majority. 
But  im  this  occasion  the  three  Democratic  candi- 
dates were  all  defeated  by  a  majority  little  more 
than  nominal. 

In  the  spring  of  1834  ^Mr.  Parker  was  appointed 
District  Attorney  of  Delaware  County,  which  place 
he  held  for  three  years  and  till  the  expiration  of 
his  term,  and  was  not  a  candidate  for  reappoint- 
ment. 

The  later  incidents  of  Judge  Parker's  life  are 
more  familiar  tc)  our  readers.  He  v.'as  appointed, 
by  Gov.  Bouck.  Circuit  ludgeand  Vice-Chancellor 
of  the  Third  Circuit  on  the  6th  of  !March,  1S44,  and 
immediately  removed  to  the  City  of  Albany,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  He  held  that  office  till  the 
spring  of  1847,  when  it  was  terminated  by  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  1846.  He  was 
then  elected  in  the'Third  judicial  District  a  justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State  for  a  term  of 
eight  years. 

At  no  time  in  the  hi-^tory  of  this  State  have  the 
judicial  labors  devolved  upon  a  judge  been  more 
difficult  and  responsible  than  those  which  he  was 
called  on  to  discharge  during  his  twelve  years  of 
judicial  service.  It  was  during-  this  time  that  the 
Anti-Rent  excitement  which  prevailed  throughout 
a  large  portion  of  his  judicial  district  was  at  its 
height,  crowding  the  civil  calendar  with  litigation, 
and  the  criminal  courts  with  intlictments  f>jr  acts 
of  violence  in  resisting  the  collection  of  rents. 

'I'he  trial  of  "'Big  Thunder, before  Juiige 
Parker,  at  Hudson,  in  the  spring  of  1845,  listed 
two  weeks,  and  the  jury  failed  to  agree.  When 
the  next  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  was  held  in 
that  county,  Jutlge  Parker  was  engaged  in  holding 
the  Court  in  Delaware  County,  and  Judge  YA- 
monds  \\as  assigned  to  hold  the  Columbia  Oyer 
and  Terminer  in  his  place.  At  that  Court  Big 
Thunder "  was  again  tried  and  w  as  convicted  and 
sent  t')  the  State  prison. 

In  the  summer  of  1S45  Osman  X.  Steele,  Under 
Sherifi'  of  Delaware  County,  while  engaged  with  a 
posse  in  his  official  duties  in  the  collection  of  rent 
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'  due  from  iMoses  Earlc,  at  Andes,  in  that  county,  ! 
was  violcatlv  resisted  In- about  t'.vo  hundred  men  ' 
armed  and  disguised  as  Indians,  and  was  slioi  and  • 
^  killed  bv  them     Intense  excitement  prevailed  in 
the  countv.    A  i^reat  struggle  followed  between 
those  who  resisted  and  those  who  sought  to  en- 
force the  laws.  I 

On  the  25th  of  August.  1S45,  Gov.  \\'riglit  de-  I 
clared  the  County  of  Delaware  in  a  state  of  in>ur-  i 
rection,  and  a  battalion  of  light  infantry  was  de-  ! 
tailed  to  aid  the  ci\  il  authorities  in  the  preservation  i 
of  order  and  the  making  of  arrests.    At  the  in-  j 
quest  held  on  t-he  liody  of  Sheriff  Steele  and  ai  a  i 
Court  of  General  Sessions,  the  whole  subject  was 
fully  investigated.    Some  indictments  were  found 
for  murder,  but  most  of  them  were  for  manslaughter 
and  lesser  offenses. 

Over  two  hundred  and  forty  persons  were  in- 
dicted, most  of  whom  were  arrested  and  in  custody 
awaiting  trial  at  the  then  approaching  Oyer  and 
Terminer. 

The  regular  jail  and  two  log  jails,  temporarily 
constructed  for  the  purpose,  were  filled  with 
prisoners.  Under  these  discouraging  circum- 
stances, and  with  armed  men  stationed  in  the 
Court  room  and  throughout  the  village  to  preserve 
order,  Judge  Parker  opened  the  Oyer  and  Terminer 
at  Delhi  on  the  22d  of  September,  1S45.  A  brief 
statement  of  these  proceedings  and  an  extract  from 
the  charge  of  Judge  Parker  to  the  Grand  Jury  will 
be  found  in  the  History  of  Delaware  Ce)unlv,  by 
Jay  Gould,  published  in  1S56  and  dedicated  to 
Judge  Parker. 

After  charging  the  Grand  Jury  he  gave  notice 
that,  whatever  time  it  might  take,  he  should  con- 
tinue to  hold  the  court  till  every  case  was  tried 
and  the  jails  were  cleared. 

The  indictments  were  prosecuted  b\"  the  District 
Attorney,  assisted  bv  John  Van  Buren,  then  At- 
torney-General, and  b\'  Samuel  Sherwood,  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  Bar,  then  of  Xew  York, 
but  who  formerly  resided  at  Delhi,  and  the  prison- 
.  ers  were  defended  by  able  counsel,  among  whrnn 
were  Samuel  Gordon,  Mitchell  Sandford  and 
Samuel  S.  Bowne. 

John  Van  Sieenburgh  was  first  tried  and  con- 
victed of  murder.    Edward  O'Connor  was  next 
tried  with  a  like  result.     Both  were  sentenced  to 
be  executed  im  the  29th  of  November,  then  next  : 
four  others  were  cnvicted  of  felony  and  sent  t(.>  the  j 
State  Prison  for  life,  and  thitteen  were  sent  to  the  I 
State  Prison  for  different  terms  of  years.    A  large 
number  whf)  had  been  engaged  in  resisting  the 
shcrilf,  but  who  had  not  been  disguised,  pleaded 
guilty  of  misdemeanors.   Some  of  these  were  fined, 
but  as  to  most  of  them,  and  as  to  some  who  plead- 
ed guilty  of  manslaughter,  sentence  was  suspended, 
and  they  were  toKl  by  the  Court  they  would  be  1 
held  responsible  for  the  future  preservation  of  the  i 
peace  in  their  neighborhoods,   and  were  warned  j 
that  if  any  other  instance  should  occur  of  resisting  j 
an  officer,  or  of  a  violation  of  the  statute,  which  I 
made  it  a  felony  to  appear  for  such  purpose  armed 
and  disguised,  they  would  at  once  be  suspected,  | 
and  might  expect .  to  be  called  up  fir  sentence.  1 


Under  this  assurance  they  were  set  at  liberty,  and 
it  is  but  justice  to  them  to  say  that  they  became  the 
best  possible  conservators  of  the  peace,  and  that  no 
resistance  of  process  by  violence  has  ever  since  oc- 
cured  in  that  county. 

At  the  close  of  the  third  week  of  the  court,  all 
the  cases  had  been  disposed  of  Xo  prisoners 
were  left  in  jail  except  those  awaiting  execution  or 
trans] lortation  to  the  State  Prison  ;  the  militarv 
were  soon  after  discharsed.  and  the  log  jails  taken 
down,  and  peace  and  gootl  order  have  e\'er 
since  reigned  in  the  county. 

A  report  of- the  trial  of  Van  Steenburgh.  with  a 
note  referring  to  the  business  (^f  that  court,  will  be 
found  in  I.  Park,  Cr.  Rvp..  The  sentences  of 
Van  Steenburgh  and  O'Connor  were  subsequently 
commuted  by  Gov.  Wright  to  imprisoninent  for 
life  ;  and,  abc)Ut  a  year  later,  all  those  in  the  state 
prison  were  ])ardoned  bv  the  successor  of  Gov. 
Wright. 

Great  credit  was  awarded  to  Judge  Parker  for 
his  successful  discharge  of  the  delicate  and  difficult 
duties  devolved  upon  him  at  the  Delaware  Oyer 
and  Terminer,  and  at  the  next  commencement  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  was  conferred  on  him  by 
Geneva  College. 

As  has  been  stated.  Judge  Parker's  services  as 
Circuit  Judge  and  Vice-Chancellor  terminated  in 
1S47  by  the  adoption  of  the  new  state  constitu- 
tion of  1S46,  under  which  an  elective  judiciary 
succeeded  to  the  exercise  of  the  judicial  powers  of 
the  state.  In  all  the  counties  of  the  Third  Judicial 
District,  meetings  of  the  Bar  were  held,  and  com- 
plimentary addresses  to  Judi^e  Parker  were  signed, 
approving  his  judicial  course,  and  from  his  associ- 
ates on  the  Bench  of  the  Rensselaer  Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner he  received  a  similar  earnest  recognition  of 
his  services  and  -jf  their  personal  respect. 

Judge  Parker  was  one  of  four  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  elected  in  the  Third  Judicial  Dis- 
trict in  June,  1S47,  being  chosen  bv  a  very  large 
vote;  and  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  this  oflice 
on  the  first  of  July,  1S47.  During  his  term,  he 
served  one  year,  duriiigthe  year  1S54.  in  the  Court 
of  Appeals.  His  term  of  service  as  a  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  expired  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1855.  His  opinions  in  cau.ses  pending  in  that 
('(jurt  will  be  found  in  the  first  twent}-cine  volumes 
of  Barhours  Supreme  Court  Reports.  In  the  vear 
1S54  Judge  Parker  served  in  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
and  was  there  a.ssociated  with  Judges  Gardner, 
Denio,  .\lexander  S.  Johnson,  .Allen  and  others. 
Plis  opinions  in  that  court  are  repi.irted  in  i.st  and 
2d  volumes  of  Kcrnan's  Reports.  Am<insr  th<^se 
most  worthy  of  reference,  is  the  caSe  of  Snedekcr 
vs.  Warring,  reported  in  2d  Kcruan,  170,  a  case 
which  attracted  much  attention  at  the  time,  tor  the 
reason  that  it  presented  a  very  nice  que-;non,  and 
one  that  had  not  been  before  decided  either  in  this 
country  or  in  England.  It  was  finally  decided  on 
the  authority  of  cases  adjudged  under  the  civil  law 
on  the  continent  of  Europe.  It  involved  the 
question  whether  a  statue,  colo.ssal  in  s*ze.  erected 
as  an  ornament  on  the  gnnuuis  in  from  '>f  a  coun- 
try residence,  and  .securely  attached  to  the  earth  b\ 
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its  weight,  was  real  or  personal  propertv.  The 
case  was  aro^Ufcl  by  very  able  counsel,  and  it  haj)- 
pened,  by  the  practice  of  the  Court,  in  turn,  tu 
fall  to  Judges  John.son  and  Parker  to  write  opin- 
ions. At  the  close  of  the  argument,  as  the 
judges  were  sejxirating  fur  the  day,  in  a  few  xMinls 
of  consultation  that  took  place  between  the  judges 
who  were  to  write.  Judge  Johnson  said  he  had  an 
impression  that  the  statue  was  real  property. 
Judge  Parlcer  said  his  impression  w  as  that  it  was 
personal.  A. month  later,  after  both  the  judges 
had  spent  much'  time  at  the  State  Library  in  e.-cam- 
ining  the  authorities,  but  without  having  again 
spoken  together  on  tlie  subject,  and  after  each  had 
written  his  opinion,  readv  to  be  read  and  discussed 
at  the  ne.x.t  meeting  uf  all  the  judges,  Judge  Parker 
met  Judge  Johnson  anil  said  to  him:  ''I  have 
changed  my  opinion,  and  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  statue  is  real  property. And  Judge 
Johnson  said  in  answer,  ''and  I  have  changed 
mine,  and  have  concluded  it  is  personal  property.'" 
When  the  meeting  of  the  judges  was  held  for  con- 
sultation soon  afterward,  both  opinions  were  read 
after  discussion:  the  vote  stooil  four  and  four,  and 
thus  it  remained  till  near  the  end  of  the  vear,  when 
on  further  discussion. and  consideration,  five  voted 
with  Judge  Parker  and  two  with  Judge  Johnson, 
and  the  case  was  decided 

Judge  Parker  was  nominated  b}'  the  Democratic 
Convention  for  re-election  in  the  autumn  of  1855, 
Ambrose  Z.  Jordan  being  the  candidate  of  ttie 
Republican  Party,  then  newly  organized,  and 
George  Gould  that  of  the  "  Know-Nothing,  "  an 
American  party.  Prominent  members  of  the  last 
named  party  proposed  to  nominate  Judge  Parker, 
but  he  declined  bein?  its  cantlidate.  A  verv  small 
vote  was  cast  for  ]\Ir.  Jordan,  but  judge  Gould 
was  elected.  That  was  the  vear  w  hen  the  American 
"Know-Nothing"  party,  suddenly  springing  up, 
swept  the  State  by  large  majorities.  Judge  Parker 
was  very  largel}"  ahead  of  his  ticket,  being  beaten 
by  the  American  candidate  by  only  about  a  thou- 
sand votes  ;  while  the  state  officers  on  the  American 
ticket  in  the  same  judicial  district  had  a  majority 
of  several  thousand. 

Judge  Parker  then  resumed  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Albany,  and  though  afterw-ard  re- 
peatedly offered  nominations  for  the  Supreme 
Court  and  for  the  Court  of  Appeals,  when  the 
Democratic  party  to  which  he  belonged  was  in  the 
majority  in  his  district  and  in  the  State,  he  always 
declined,  and  preferred  the  independent  practice  of 
his  profession. 

In  the  fall  of  1S56  he  was  nominated  bv  the 
Democratic  State  Convention  fur  the  ofiice  of  Gov- 
ernor. The  opposing  Republican  candidate  was 
John  A.  King.  Erastus  Brooks  was  the  '"Ameri- 
can "  candidate.  Though  Judge  Parker  received 
several  thousand  majority  in  the  judicial  district 
where  he  was  beaten  the  year  before  by  about  a 
thousand  majority,  he  was  deteated  'n  the  State. 
Gov.  King  being  elected  by  a  heavy  majority.  .Mr. 
Buchanan,  who  was  elected  President  that  year  by 
the  votes  of  the  other  States,  and  against  whom  the 
majority  in  tlie  Stale  of  New  York  was  nearly  ten 


;  thousand  votes  more  than  the  majority  against 
[udge  Parker,  w  ho  ran  largely  ahead  of  his  ticket, 
tendered  to  the  latter  offices  of  distinction,  which 
the  latter  declined.    And  later  in  his  administra- 
tion, he  nominated   him   for  U.  S.  Di.strict  .\ltor- 
i  ney  for  the  Southern  District  of  New-  York,  and  the 
nomination  was  confirmed  by  the  U.  S.  Senate, 
without  reference,  but  Judge  P.  refused  to  qualify, 
preferring  his  own  private  profe>sional  practice. 
I      In  the  fall  of  185S  the  Democratic  State  Con- 
\  vention  again  nominatetl  him  for  the  office  ofGov- 
,  ernor.      His   Republican   oi)ponent  was  E.  D. 
i  Morgan,    who   was   elected   by    about  17,000 
!  majority,  though  Judge  Parker  ran  again  largely  in 

advance  of  the  rest  of  the  ticket. 
I  Since  that  time  Judge  Parker  has  not  been  a 
j  candidate  for  any  office  e.xccp:  that  he  was  elected 
I  in  1867  a  delegate  from  the  County  of  Alban_\-  to 
\  the  State  Constitutional  Convention,  in  which  he 
i  served  in  the  years  1S67  and  1868,  as  a  member  of 
;  the  judiciary  and  other  committees.  The  judiciary 
j  article  framed  by  that  convention  was  the  only  por- 
i  tion  of  the  constitution  finally  adopted  by  the 
i  people. 

1      On  Judge  Parker's  retirement  from  the  Bench, 
he  engaged  at  once  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
;  at  Albany,  taking  into  partnership  in  1S65  his  son, 
I  Amasa  J.  Parker,  jr.,  and  adding  to  the  firm  in 
1876  E.K-Judge  Edwin  Countryman,   under  the 
i  name  of  Parker  &  Countryman,    He  devoted  him- 
i  self  with  great  indusuy  and  success  to  his  profes- 
'  sional  duties.    He  had  a  great  love  for  his  pro- 
fession and  I'or  the  principles  upon  which  the  law 
and  its  administration  are  founded.    He  was  en- 
gaged in  a  large  professional  practice  and  in  many 
of  the  most  important  cases  that  have  come  into 
the  courts,  as  is  shown  by  the  State  and  Federal 
Reports.    Among  the  most  notable  litigations  in 
civil  cases  was  a  question  of  the  right  to  tax 
National  Banks,  which  he  argued  before  the  Supreme 
i  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  employment  of 
;  the  city  of  New  York,  reported  in  4  Wallace  Rep.. 

244;  and  in  this  State,  the  title  of  Trinity  Church 
i  to  property  in  the  city  of  New  York:  the  Levy  will 
I  case,  reported  in  33       Y..  97  ;  the  famous  con- 
I  troversy  between  the  Delaware      Hudson  Canal 
Company  and  the  Pennsylvania  Company;  and 
I  that  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  States  of 
New  York  and  New  jersey,  reported  in  42  X.  Y. 
Rep.,  283.    He  rarely  engaged  in  criminal  cases, 
and  his  defense  of  Cole  for  the  murder  of  Hiscock, 
and  his  acting  in  two  or  three  other  murder  cases, 
were  e.xceptional.     He   declined  a   retainer  of 
$5,000  offered  him  to  act  as  counsel  in  the  defense 
of  Tweed. 

With  the  late  judge  Ira  Harris  and  Amos  Dean, 
he  engaged,  in  1851,  in  the  founding  of  ■"  the 
Albany  Law  School.  "  w  hich  established  a  hii,di  rep- 
utation under  their  government  and  care,  and  he 
continued  for  about  twenty  years  one  of  the  pro- 
fessors in  that  institution,  and  resigned  only  bc- 
c.iu,se  of  the  pressure  of  his  professional  practice. 
He  had  found  tiine  while  on  the  bench  and  after- 
ward fi^r  preparing  for  the  press  some  law  books 
which  he  thought  needed,  antong  which  were  si.x 
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volumes  of  Reports  of  Crimiiuil  dses.  He  also,  | 
assisted  by  two  other  gentlemen  dI"  the  profession,  | 
edited  the  fifth  edition  of  the  Revised  statutes  of  ; 
this  State.  I 

He  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  reforms  inau- 
gurated  in  the  State  Constitutional  Convention  of  j 
1847,  by  which  the  Court  of  Chancery  was  abol-  1 
ished  and  law  and  equity  powers  were  vested  in  the  I 
same  tribunal,  and  the  practice  of  the  courts  sim- 
plified.    He  visited  Europe  in  1853  while  similar 
reforms  were  under  consideration  in  Em^land,  and,  ] 
at  the  request  of  Lord  Bruugham,  he  addresseil  the 
Law  Reform  Club  of  Emjland  at  its  annual  meet-  ' 
ing,  explaming  to  its  members  the  results  of  his 
experience  on  the  Bench  in  regard  to  the  changes  I 
that  had  been  made  in  this  State,  especially  as  to  the 
administering  of  law  and  equity  in  the  same  Court. 

In  politics  he  was,  throughout  his  whole  life,  an 
active  member  of  the  Democratic  party.  Believ- 
ing thoroughly  in  the  principles  of  that  party  as 
founded  by  Jefferson,  and  that  their  success  was 
indispensable  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the 
country,  he  advocated  them  with  earnestness,  but 
'always  with  due  respect  for  the  judgment  of  those 
who  differed  from  him. 

He  labored  strenuously  to  avert  the  catastrophe 
■  of  civil  war,  and  presided  at  the  famous  State 
Democratic  Convention  held  at  Tweddle  Hall,  in 
Albany,  in  February,  1861.  He  always  believed 
afterward,  as  he  believed  then,  that  with  temperate 
counsels,  on  the  pnrt  of  thi-  Republican  leaders 
then  about  entering  upon  the  control  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  civil  war  could  ha\'e  been 
avoided;  but  when  the  first  blow  was  struck  at  Fort 
Sumter,  and  rebellion  was  thus  inaugurated,  he  did 
not  hesitate  to  regard  the  die  as  cast,  and  became  at 
once  an  earnest  advocate  of  a  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  war  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and 
freely  contributed  his  own  money  and  time  to  the 
raising  of  men  and  means  for  that  purpose. 

But  his  patriotism  did  not  prevent  his  earnest 
protest  against  what  he  deemed  the  gross  abuse  of 
power  practiced,  for  merely  partisan  purposes,  by 
high  Federal  officials,  in  the  making  of  unnecessary, 
arbitrary  arrests  of  Northern  men,  whose  only  of- 
fense was  an  honest  and  independent  difference  of 
opinion,  and  a  free  confession  of  it,  on  subjects  of 
mere  party  difference  in  no  way  involved  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war  to  put  down  the  rebellion. 
This  tyrannical  exercise  of  power  and  gross  viola- 
tion of  the  right  of  personal  liberty  he  stoutly  re- 
sisted, and  not  only  denounced  it  on  the  stump,  at 
the  hazard  of  his  own  personal  liberty,  but  he 
freely  gave  his  professional  services  to  obtain  re- 
dress for  such  wrongs. 

A  notable  instance  of  this  character  occurred  in 
the  case  of  Fci/in  vs.  Jfurrav,  tried  at  the  Greene 
Circuit  before  Judge  Ingalls  in  June,  1864,  by 
Judge  Parker  as  counsel  for  plaintiff,  in  which  a 
jury  composed  of  men  of  both  political  parties  gave 
to  this  plaintiff  for  such  an  arrest  and  '"alse  imprison- 
ment a  verdict  of  S9,oco  damages.  An  attempt  was 
made  to  remove  this  case,  after  verdict  and  judg- 
ment, forretiral,  into  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court,  under 
an  act  of  Congress  that  had  been  conveniently 


passed  for  the  purpose  of  defeatingsuch  recoveries, 
fudge  Parker  insisted  that  the  act  was  unconstitu- 
tional, being  in  violation  of  the  seventh  article  of 
the  amendments  of  the  U.  S.  Constitution,  and 
under  his  advice  the  State  authorities  refused  to 
make  a  return  to  the  writ  of  error.  Application 
was  then  made  to  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  to  coni- 
pel  the  return,  and  on  demurrer,  a  peremptory  man- 
damus was  adjudged.  To  review  that  judgment 
a  writ  of  error  was  brought  by  Judge  Parker,  and 
the  case  was  removed  into  the  United  States  Su- 
preme Court  held  at  \Va.shington.  It  was  first 
argued,  in  that  court,  in  February,  1869.  by  Judge 
Parker  for  the  plaintitT  in  error,  and  by  Mr.  Evart.s, 
then  Attorney-General  of  the  L'nited  States,  for  the 
defendant  in  error. 

The  Judges  were  divided  upon  the  question  and 
ordered  a  re-argument,  which  took  place  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1870,  Attorney-General  Hoar  then  appearing 
for  the  defendant  in  error,  and  Judge  Parker  again 
arguing  for  the  plaintiff  in  error.  The  judgment 
of  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  was  then  reversed  and 
the  unconstitutionality  of  the  act  of  Congress  was 
established. 

The  case  is  reported  in  9  Wallace  U.  S.  Rep.,  274. 

During  a  long  life  of  professional  labor.  Judge 
Parker  never  lost  the  tastes  acquired  in  early  life  for 
cjjissical  study  and  literary  pursuits,  and  he  v,-as  in 
the  habit  of  setting  apart  a  stated  portion  of  his 
time  for  such  purposes.  He  enjoyed  an  occasional 
return  to  the  reading  of  the  Greek  and  Roman 
authors  ;  and  those,  with  the  attention  given  to  the 
current  literature  of  the  day  and  a  mingling  in  the 
duties  of  social  life,  afforded  him  an  agreeable  re- 
laxadon  from  severer  studies  and  a  healthful  change 
to  the  mind.  These  tastes  brought  him  in  con- 
nection with  the  educational  institutions  of  the  State, 
in  several  of  \\diich  he  served  for  many  years  as  a 
Trustee. 

Among  other  duties  of  that  character,  he  was  for 
many  vears  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Albany  Female  Academy,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Albany  Medical  College, 
a  Trustee  of  Cornell  University,  and  one  of  the 
Governors  of  Union  College. 

When  a  member  of  the  Assembly  in  1S34,  Mr, 
Parker,  as  chairman  of  a  select  committee,  had  made 
an  elaborate  report  urging  the  establishment  of  a 
State  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  which  led  to  a  more 
full  consideration  of  the  subject  by  the  people, 
though  it  was  not  till  several  years  afterward  that 
the  first  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane  was  estab- 
lished. Doubdess  it  was  owing  to  the  interest  Mr. 
Parker  had  taken  in  the  subject  that  he  was,  after- 
ward, appointed  by  Gov.  p'enion  one  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Hudson  River  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane 
at  Poughkeepsie,  a  trust  which  he  held  till  188 r, 
when  he  resigned,  and  Gov.  Cornell  appointed  the 
son  of  Jud^^e  Parker  in  his  place. 

Judge  Parker  married,  in  1834,  Miss  Harriet 
Langclon  Roberts,  rjf  Portsmouth.  N'ew  Hampshire, 
and  of  his  large  family  of  children,  Mrs.  John  V.  L. 
Pruyn,  Amasa  J.  Parker.  Jr..  Mrs.  Erasius  Corning 
and  Mrs.  Seidell  E.  .Marvin,  all  residents  of  Albany, 
still  survive. 
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JIISTORV  OF  J  HE  CObWTl'  OF  ALBA.W. 


HAMILTON  HARRIS. 

While  a  biograpliical  mciii'iir  out^hl  to  be  strict- 
ly ac;;x{)lccl  lu  its  subjccL  in  all  its  lif^lits  and  shades, 
it  ought  also,  witii  a  certain  nicasiirc  of  indc-jien- 
dence  in  the  writer,  to  be  adapted  as  far  as  jiossi- 
ble  to  various  tastes. 

The  reflective  man  will  read  it  for  instruction, 
the  frivolous  for  amusement,  and  tiie  critic,  accord- 
ing to  his  dispo.sition  cither  to  detect  faults  or  to 
display  its  beauties. 

The  first  will  recjuire  fidelity  in  the  narrative; 
the  second,  varielv  m  the  incidents,  ami  the  third, 
a  watchful  attention  to  the  rules  ul  ;^^ood  writuiLC. 
But,  after  all,  the  success  of  the  bio;,'ra[)her  depends 
upon  the  character  he  describes,  just  as  the  jieiicil 
of  the  artist  depends  for  success  on  the  contour  of 
the  features  he  rejiroduces  upon  canvas. 

In  entering  upon  the  duly  of  presentins^  to  all 
classes  of  readers  the  life  and  career  of  Hamilton 
Harris,  such  are  the  facilities  presented  in  the  mind, 
character  and  career  of  our  subject,  that  we  feel  a 
consciousness  that  the  fault  will  be  ours  if  the  men- 
tal portrait  we  are  alxnit  lo  give  is  deficient  in  its 
lineaments  or  wanting  in  that  which  truth  de- 
mands; for  there  are  elements  in  his  character 
which  should  render  the  task  successful. 

No  name  is  more  cons[)icuonsly  associated  with 
the  Albany,  and  we  may  well  say  with  the  Stale 
Bar,  than  his.  Few  lawyers  have  brought  to  the 
Bar  a  more  energetic  mind,  a  more  fortunate-  com- 
bination of  legal  and  scholarly  acciuircments,  or 
stronger  or  more  practical  administrative  abilities. 

"  All  professions,"  says  Burke,  "  particularly  the 
legal,  narrow  and  dwarf  the  intellect  by  chaining  it 
rigidly  to  rules,  precedent  and  procedure."  Doubt- 
less I\Ir.  Harris  has  felt  the  full  force  of  this  re- 
mark, for  he  has  always  found  time  in  the  midst  ot 
his  most  engri>ssing  political  and  official  duties  to 
continue  his  early  classical  studies,  and  a  critical 
reading  of  hislory,  and  the  productions  of  the  great 
English  writers.  In  literature  as  well  as  law  he 
has  submitted  to  the  most  laborious  and  persever- 
ing process  of  private  study. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  biography  reference 
has  been  had  to  the  [;ubiic  journals  of  the  day,  from 
which  extracts  have  been  freely  made. 

Hamilton  Harris  was  born  at  Preble,  Cortland 
County,  N.  Y. ,  May  i,  1820.  His  parents  were 
natives  of  the  State  of  New  York,  but  his  father  was 
of  English  and  his  mother  of  .Scotch  descent.  At 
an  early  period  in  the  history  of  Cortland  County 
they  settled  at  Preble,  and  they  may  therefore  be 
regarded  as  pioneers  of  that  delightful  part  of  the 
State.  When  old  enough,  y^'ung  Harris  began  his 
education  in  the  common  sciiool  of  his  native 
town,  and  after  mastering  all  the  branches  taught 
there,  he  entereil  Homer  Academy.  After  success- 
fully [lursuing  his  studies  in  that  institution  for  a 
time,  he  became  a  studeni  in  the  .\lbany  Academv, 
where  he  completed  a  pre[Mratory  course  for  col - 
lege.  He  entered  Union  College  in  the  class 
which  graduated  in  1841.  At  college  he  was 
known  as  a  diligent  and  successful  studeni.  We 
are  assured  that  there  was  much  in  lii,>  colle'nate 


course  that  pointed  to  future  success  in  life.  Ik- 
was  vigorous  in  health,  elastic  in  spirits,  in  temper 
enthusiastic  yet  self-goverii>.d,  with  powers  actise 
and  well  disciplined,  and  thus  he  was  in  every 
way  fittetl  to  enter  upon  this  critical  era  of  his  life 
wcil  {)rcpared  for  the  intra-nid  nial  influences 
which  surrounded  him. 

The  little  strifes,  rivalries  and  jealousies  of 
Union  were  cncounlereil  with  the  same  c(|uaniiiiity 
of  temper  with  which  he  encountered  the  more  en- 
grossing rivalries  and  contests  of  the  Bar,  and  his 
own  rank  in  scholarship  was  from  the  beginning  to 
the  conclusion  of  his  collegiate  career  of  the  high- 
est order. 

In  1841  he  was  graduated  with  a  high  r<'i)Uta- 
tion  as  a  classical  scholar.  He  distinguished  liim- 
self  at  the  commencement  e.xercises  by  a  veiy  able 
and  admirably  delivered  address.  The  magnitude 
of  the  subject  was  eipialed  by  the  maturity  of 
thought  which  he  brought  lo  its  considerati<  m,  and 
il  was  indeed  as  strong  in  reasoning  as  it  was  ele- 
gant in  diction. 

All  of  the  college  productions  of  Mr.  Harris  in- 
dicate his  conviction  that  language  is  not  merely 
the  dress,  but  the  very  body  (jf  tlnjught  ;  that  it  is 
to  the  intellect  what  the  muscles  are  to  ihe  princi- 
ples of  physical  hie;  that  the  mind  ails  and 
strengthens  itself  through  words  :  tluii  it  is  chaos 
till  defined  and  organized  by  language.  The  at- 
tempt to  give  clear,  precise  utterance  to  thought  is 
one  (jf  the  most  effectual  proces.ses  of  mental  dis- 
cipline. Of  his  graduating  address  we  shall  have 
occasion  to  speak  hereafter. 

Through  all  his  college  course  it  was  evident 
that  the  mind  of  Mr.  Harris  was  gravitating  to- 
ward the  legal  profession.  At  this  time  the  Hon. 
Ira  Harris,  his  brother,  afterward  <me  of  the  ablest 
and  most  eminent  of  the  Judiciary  of  the  State  and 
a  United  States  Senator,  was  and  had  been  for  a 
long  time  in  the  midst  of  an  extensive  practice  at 
the  Albany  Bar,  Young  Harris  entered  his  law 
office  as  a  student,  where  he  carefully  and  labori- 
ously prepared  for  his  admission  to  the  Bar.  His 
call  to  practice  took  place  in  1S45.  Having  de- 
cided to  make  Albany  his  future  residence,  he 
opened  an  office  in  that  city  and  began  the  practice 
cjf  his  prcjfession. 

Though  surrounded  by  learned,  experienced  and 
gifted  rivals,  the  [)r'/c;ress  of  his  reputation  was  soon 
a  matter  of  common  remark  ;  he  seemed  to  pos- 
sess a  natural  adaptation  for  legal  polemics ;  he 
entered  the  contests  of  the  Bar  with  an  industry 
which  no  excess  of  toil  could  weary,  and  with  a 
self-command  and  practical  ability  which  showed 
that  he  possessed  ///  ex/uiso  the  tjualities  and  ac- 
cjuiremcnts  which  wouhl  soon  render  him  an 
accomplished  advocate.  He  gradually  exhibited  a 
masculine  eloquence  which  ignored  superlluous 
decoration  and  fancy,  alike  strong  in  reason,  at- 
tractive in  ethical  beauty  and  Icigical  skill. 

The  following  are  his  business  connections  which 
have  diversified  his  le-al  life.  In  1.S48  he  became 
a  partner  with  Hooper  C.  Van  Vorst,  afterward  a 
Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  of  New  York  City. 
This  relation  was  dissolved  in  i.':<53  by  the  removal 
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of  Mr.  Van  Vorst  to  the  City  of  New  York.  Soon 
after  this  he  was  associated  with  Samuel  G.  Court- 
ney, a  son-iii  hiwof  Daniel  S.  Dickinson,  and  for 
several  years  United  States  District  Attorney  for  the 
Southern  District  of  New  York. 

In  1S57  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  those 
brilliant  lawyers,  Clark  B.  Cochrane  and  John  H. 
Reynolds.  This  was  one  of  the  strongest  legal 
firms  that  ever  existed  in  Albany. 

During  this  connection  Vlx.  Cochrane  and  r^Ir. 
Reynolds  both  became  IMembers  ot  Congress.  The 
copartnership  ended  with  Air.  Cochrane's  death  in 
1S67,  but  Mr.  Harris  and  Mr.  Reynolds  continued 
their  association  till  the  latter  s  death  in  1675. 

jNIr.  Harris  has  now  associated  with  him  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  his  son,  Frederick  Harris, 
and  William  R  Rudd. 

In  the  autumn  of  1S53  he  was  nominated  and 
elected  District  Attorney  of  Albany  County,  serv- 
ing until  January  i,  1857.  Air.  Harris'  adminis- 
tration of  this  important  office  is  remembered  as 
largely  enhancing  his  reputation  and  advantageous 
to  the  public.  During  his  administration  he 
conducted  several  of  the  most  important  and 
stubbornly  contested  prosecutions  for  murder  ever 
tried  at  the  Albany  Bar  ;  indeed,  we  know  of  few 
more  important  cases  in  legal  liistorv. 

Among  these  was  the  trial  of  the  People  vs. 
Hendrickson,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  his  wife 
by  poison,  in  1853,  the  several  trials  of  AIc- 
Cann  for  the  mnrder  of  his  wife  in  i8^6. 

Mr.  Harris  entered  upon  his  duties  as  District 
Attorney  of  Albany  County  on  the  first  dav  ijf  Jan- 
uary, 1854.  Hendrickson  had  been  tried  and  con- 
victed of  murder  in  the  first  degree,  but  the  prisoner, 
through  his  counsel — Hon.  John  K.  Porter — had 
brought  error  to  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and  it  had 
not  been  argued  when  Air.  Harris  entered  upon 
his  duties,  and  the  duty  of  conducting  it  in  the 
Appellate  Court  fell  upon  him. 

Mrs.  Hendrickson  died  suddenly  at  Bethlehem 
on  the  morning  of  Alarch  7,  1853.  She  was  dis- 
covered by  her  husband  dead  in  bed,  at  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  He  aroused  the  familv, 
M-ho  saw  by  her  appearance  that  she  had  been  dead 
but  a  few  moments.  In  the  evening  of  that  dav, 
at  the  Coroner's  inquest,  Hendrickson  stated 
under  oath  the  circumstances  of  her  death.  He 
said  he  went  to  church  with  her  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  day  previous,  returning  in  the  evening  ;  his 
wife  complained  of  ill-health,  retiring  about  eleven 
o'clock.  He  awoke  at  abrjut  two  in  the  morning 
by  a  noise  in  the  barn.  On  speaking  to  his  wife, 
he  found  her  motionless,  and  her  face  cold  ; 
thinking  her  dead,  he  alarmed  the  familv. 

When  asked  as  to  his  having  been  in  .\lhanv,  he 
said  :  "I  was  there  two  weeks  ago  last  Saturdav." 
"  Have  you  been  there  since After  pretending 
to  reflect,  he  said  :  "Oh,  yes,  I  think  I  was  there 
one  week  ago  last  Saturday.'"  "  Have  vou  not 
been  there  since.'  He  replied  :  "  I  was  there  last 
Saturday."  When  asked  what  he  went  for,  he 
said  he  took  a  load  of  timber  to  the  mills  there  ; 
his  brother  was  with  him  ;  he  then  gave  the  names 
of  the  different  places  he  visited  with  his  brodier. 


I  He  did  not  remember  going  to  SpringsteaePs  drug 
;  store,  nor  any  other  drug  store.     W  hen  the  qucs- 
I  tion  was  again  directly  put  to  him,  "  Were  you  not 
in  some  drug  store  in  Albany  .'"  he  was  in  a  some- 
what reclining  position  in  his  chair,  as  if  grieving; 
the  question  seemed  to  startle  him,  and,  alter  some 
hesitation,  he  finally  replied:      I  do  not  remember." 
On  the  trial,  the  People  offered  to  prove  the  state- 
ments of  Hendrickson  before  the  coroner.  'I'he 
evidence  was  objected  to  as  inadmissible,  but  the 
Court  admitted  it  under  an  e.xcepdon.    The  Peo- 
ple offered  to  prove,  as  a  motive  for  the  act,  that 
j  Lawrence  Van  Duzen,   the  father  of  Airs.  Hen- 
i  drickson,  by  his  last  will,  gave  all  his  property  to 
j  his  wife  for  life,  with  a  remainder  ove'-,  one-half  to 
j  his  only  son,  the  other  half  to  be  equally  di- 
I  vided  between  Airs.  Hendrickson  and  her  sister. 
I  This  evidence  was  objected  to,  but  admitted  under 
an  exception.    This  case  required  in  the  counsel 
for  the  People,  not  only  great  legal  learning,  but 
a  thorough  acquaintance  with  medical  jurispru- 
dence, particularly  in  the  science  of  toxicology, 
as  it  was   insisted    that    the  victim  died  from 
the  effects  of  strychnine.     Hendrickson  was  con- 
victed,  as   before  stated,    and   sentenced  to  be 
hanged. 

The  duty  of  conducting  this  case  in  the  Appel- 
late Court  placed  Air.  Harris  in  a  most  responsible 
I  position,    involving   much  labor   and  learning. 

The  counsel  for  the  defense  relied  upon  their  ex- 
I  ceptions  to  the  admission  of  the  evidence  we  have 
I  reterred  to  as  involving  sufficient  error  to  give  them 
a  new  trial. 

The  exhaustive  and  admirably  prepared  brief  of 
Air.  Harris,  and  its  logical  reference  to  authorities, 
on  which  was  founded  a  very  able  argument,  fully 
sustained  the  rulings  of  the  Judge  at  the  trial,  and 
j  in  due  time  the  decision  of  the  Court  was  handed 
down,  affirming  the  conviction  of  Hendrickson. 
I  The  case  was  reported  in  10  N.  Y.  Reports,  13. 
The  trials  of  AlcCann,  for  the  murder  of  his  wife, 
which  took  place  July  8,  1856,  was  another  great 
case.     On  the  morning  following  her  death,  the 
_  dead  body  of  Airs.  AlcCann,  the  wife  of  the  prison- 
j  er,  was  found  on  the  floor  of  one  of  the  rooms  in 
i  the  house  occupied  by  him  and  his  wife,  with  a 
I  ghastly  wound  over  the  right  eye,  which  fractured 
the  skull  and  opened  the  brains.     There  were 
eight  wounds  on  her  head,  disfiguring  her  to  such 
an  extent  that  those  who  knew  her  best  could 
hardly  recognize  her.    Suspicion  at  once  fell  upon 
AlcCann.     There   were   several    strong  motives 
proven  that  induced  him  to  commit  the  murder, 
;  anil  it  was  evidently  done  with  deliberation — as  the 
!  law  has  it,  "  with  malice  prepense.''    He  was  in- 
i  dieted  and  brought  to  trial  at  a  Court  of  Oyer  and 
I  Terminer,   in  November,    1856.     Air.    Harris  as 
j  District  Attorney  appeared  for  the  People  ;  Hon. 
Lyman  Tremain,  Hon.  Rufus  W.  Peckham  and 
J.  AI.   Kimball.   Esq.,  conducted    the  defense, 
which  was  insanity.    It  was  insisted  by  the  defense 
I  that  AlcCann  killed  his  wife  while  sulVering  from 
j  delirium  tremens,  under  the  delusion  that  he  was 
j  resisting  the  attack  of  persons  determined  to  kill 
i  him.    There  were  several  circumstances  proved 
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which  the  defense  insisted  established  this  theory, 
one  of  which  was  that  McCann  used  two  axes  in 
kiUing-  his  wife,  or  rather  that  he  killed  her  with 
one  ax  and  chopped  her  to  pieces  with  another  ; 
that  he  seized  them  both  to  ti^ht  the  men  whom 
he  believed  were  assaulting  him.  He  made  no 
attempt  at  tlight,  but  remained  near  the  body  of 
his  victim  nearly  all  night.  Neither  did  he  make 
any  attempt  to  conceal  the  body. 

The  defense  of  delirium  tremens  was  held  to  be 
no  defense  until  Chief-Justice  Story  laid  down 
the  law  which  setded  that  a  man  committing  a 
crime,  sutTering  under  this  disease,  is  not  responsible 
foi  it. 

The  defense  summoned  to  the  trial  some  of  the 
ablest  physicians  of  the  times,  including  Dr.  Alden 
March,  Dr.  Thomas  Hun,  Dr.  S.  O.  Vanderpoel, 
Dr.  J.  Swinburne  and  Dr.  B.  P.  Staats. 

It  is  said  that  Mr.  Tremain  never  in  the  course 
of  all  his  practice  made  a  more  powerful  defense 
than  on  this  trial.  Mr.  Harris,  however,  was 
equal  to  the  occasion.  His  cross-examination  and 
examination  of  the  medical  witnesses  might  easily 
have  caused  a  stranger  to  believe  him  some  emi- 
nent physician,  experienced  in  treating  cases  of  in- 
sanity, so  ready  was  his  understanding  of  that 
disease. 

The  medical  testimony  was  of  great  value,  and 
has  been  repeatedly  used  as  precedent  in  similar 
cases,  particularly  that  of  Dr.  Hun.  It  is  doubt- 
ful whether  the  subiect  of  delirium  tremens  was 
ever  more  admirably  dissected  or  more  ably  ex- 
plained than  on  this  trial. 

IVIcCann  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  be 
hanged. 

The  execution  was  fixed  by  the  judges  on  Janu- 
ary 23,  1857.  A  few  days  before  the  execution 
was  to  take  place  his  counsel  removed  his  case  to 
the  General  Term,  where  the  conviction  of  ?iIcCann 
was  affirmed.  From  the  judgment  of  the  General 
Term  his  counsel  brought  error  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  and  after  argument  of  ?*Iessrs.  Peckham 
&  Tremain  on  the  part  of  the  defense,  and  of  ^Ir. 
Harris  on  the  part  of  the  People,  a  new  trial  was 
ordered. 

The  new  trial  commenced  in  November,  1857. 
Another  long  and  exciting  contest  took  place,  re- 
sulting in  the  disagreement  of  the  jury.  In  March, 
1858,  McCann  was  again  placed  at  the  bar  for 
trial,  and  for  the  third  time  the  public  interest  was 
aroused  over  this  truly  great  case.  This  trial,  like 
the  second,  resulted  in  a  disagreement  of  the  jury, 
there  being  eleven  for  conviction  and  one  for  ac- 
quittal. ']'he  jury  deliberated  nearly  sixtv-three 
hours,,  and  during  all  this  time  the  one  juror  stood 
alone  against  the  pressure  of  his  fellows. 

To  use  the  language  of  a  leading  journal  of  the 
day  : 

"The  case  was  summed  up  for  the  defense  by  the  Hon. 
R.  W.  Peckham  in  a  most  admirable  manner.  He  was 
followed  by  Hon.  Hamilton  Hanis  on  the  part  of  the  Peo- 
ple. The  intense  earnestness  and  powerful  eloquence  of 
this  gentleman  gave  him  in  this  case,  as  in  all  others,  threat 
influence  with  the  jury." 

A  proposition  was  finally  made  to  have  McCann 
plead  guilty  to  manslaughter  in  the  first  degree, 


which  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Harris,  and  the  pris- 
oner was  sentenced  to  State  Prison  for  life.  Thus 
!  ended  a  trial  which  is  without  precedent  in  the 
criminal  trials  of  the  State.  The  case  is  reported 
in  16  N.Y.  Reports,  58,  and  is  regarded  as  an  im- 
portant and  leading  one. 

Among  other  important  murder  cases  which  }ilr. 
Harris  conducted  were  those  of  The  People  I's. 
Phelps,  The  People  vs.  McCrossen,  The  People 
vs.  Dunnigan  and  The  People  vs.  Cummings. 
I  In  all  these  cases  Mr.  Harris  was  opposed  by  the 
!  ablest  lawyers  of  the  time.  The  success  that  at- 
tended him  sufficiendy  attests  his  accomplishments 
as  a  prosecuting  officer.  The  comments  of  the 
press  upon  the  manner  in  which  he  conducted  his 
arduous  duties  are  gratifying  testimonials. 

One  important  criminal  case  in  which  3ilr. 
Harris  appeared  against  the  prosecution  was  the 
case  of  The  People  ^'5.  Reimann,  indicted  for  com- 
plicity in  the  murder  of  Emil  Hartung.  Reimann 
was  at  first  indicted  as  accessory  before  the  mur- 
der, the  principal  being  Mrs.  Hartung,  wife  of  the 
deceased,  but  he  was  subsequently  indicted  as 
principal  for  causing  Hartung's  death  by  adminis- 
tering to  him  arsenical  poison.  The  case  created 
great  interest  ;  indeed,  there  were  features  in  it 
which  invested  it  with  dramatic  interest. 

Mr.  Harris  appeared  for  the  defense  ;  the  prose- 
cution was  conducted  by  District  Attorney  Ira 
Shaffer,  assisted  by  Samuel  G.  Courtney. 

]\Iis.  Hartung  iiad  been  convicted  of  the  murder 
of  her  husband  by  poisoning,  and  was  sentenced  to 
be  hanged.    It  was  contended  by  the  counsel  for 
the  People  that  Reimann  was  her  guilty  paramour. 
She  was  a  handsome  and  attractive  woman,  with 
whom  Reimann  was  passionately  in  love,  and  he 
I  aided  in  the  taking  ofT  of  her  husband,  to  permit 
him  to  marry  her.    ]\[uch  time  was  consumed  in 
obtaining  a  jury,  and  more  in  taking  the  evidence. 
After  the  people  rested,  !Mr.  Harris  made  a  motion 
for  the  discharge  of  Reimann  on  the  ground  that 
the  evidence  was  insufficient  to  convict  him.  The 
motion  was  supported  by  an  elaborate  and  cogent 
argument,   to  which  Mr.  Courtney  replied  with 
force  and  eloquence.    The  Hon.  George  Gould, 
who  presided  at  the  trial,  after  a  learned  and  criti- 
i  cal  review  of  the  whole  evidence  and  the  argument 
j  of  the   respective  counsel,   granted  Mr.  Harris' 
motion,  and  Reimann  was  discharged.    But  there 
I  were  two  more  indictments  against  him  ;  one  for 
I  being  accessory  before  the  fact,  the  other  for  being 
I  accessory  after  the  fact,  and  he  was  remanded  to 
I  jail.  K  motion  soon  followed  to  admit  him  to  bail, 
and  another  sharp  legal  contest  ensued.    He  was 
finally  discharged. 

A  history  of  the  causes  cekbres  in  which  IMr. 
Harris  has  been  engaged  has  filled  volumes,  inter-' 
esting  to  both  practitioner  and  student.  From : 
1816  down  to  1S76  there  had  been  forty-three 
murder  cases  tried  in  the  County  of  Albany,  and 
^Ir.  Harris  appeared  as  the  leading  counsel  in  no 
less  than  ten,  either  for  the  People  or  the  dcll-nse. 

Though  he  is  not  wl>at  might  be  termed  a 
criminal  lawyer,  it  has  been  his  fortune,  as  we  have 
seen,  to  be  engaged  in  very  many  important  crimi- 
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nal  trials.    This  practice  has  always  had  strone  at-  i 
tractions  for  accomplished  legal  minds  ;  it  gives  | 
ample  room  for  the  exercise  of  well-disciplined  1 
imagination  and  sympathy  ;  it  gives  scope  to  a  | 
critical  knowledge  of  the  Statute  laws,  common 
law  and  the  law  of  cidcnce.    It  requires  a  tleep 
insight  into  the  springs  of  human  action  ;  therefore 
no  man  can  become  a  really  successful  criminal 
lawyer   without   becoming  equally   successful  in 
other  departments  of  practice. 

By  a  well-sustained  progress  INIr.  Harris  has  at- 
tained a  reputadon  in  the  trial  and  argument  of 
civil  actions  that  ranks  him  among  die  ablest  law- 
yers of  his  time. 

As  he  advanced  in  his  profession  he  devoted 
himself  exclusively  to  civil  business,  to  the  enure 
exclusion  of  the  criminal,  and  the  result  has  been 
that  he  has  enjoyed  for  a  long  time  an  extensive 
and  lucrative  practice  as  well  as  a  high  reputation 
in  the  courls.  The  reported  cases  in  the  Supreme  j 
Court  and  the  Court  of  Appeals  argued  by  him  \ 
show  in  some  degree  the  extent  of  the  business  and 
the  magnitude  of  the  cases  in  which  he  has  been 
engaged  and  the  important  questions  of  the  law 
which  he  lias  argued.  The  following  quotations 
from  leading  newspapers  express  the  public  esti- 
mate of  Mr.  Harris  as  an  advocate.  The  Albany 
Pres-i  o{  January  6,  1SS4,  in  a  review  of  the  law- 
yers of  .-\lbany,  says  of  [Mr.  Harris:  "  He  "is  an 
able  and  adroit  lawyer,  logical  in  argument  and  j 
brilliant  in  spef^ch.  He  excels  more  especially 
as  a  jury  lawyer,  and  as  such  ranks  among  the 
best  at  our  bar.  '  Tlie  Albany  Evening  Journal  of 
January  17,  18S5,  in  speaking  of  ?klr.  Harris'  law 
firm,  said  : 

"It  posriesses  probably  the  largest  and  most  lucrative  | 
patronage,  and  is  one  of  the  most  successful  firms  in  Albany,  i 
To  this  result  Senator  Harris'  eminent  ability  as  a  pleader,  j 
his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  law,  his  forensic  powers  and  i 
his  winning  personality  have  largely  contributed."  j 

The  Albany  Argus  of  INIay  10,  1885,  in  com-  \ 

menting  upon  an  important  railway  case  then  be-  j 

ing  tried  at  the  Circuit  Court,  spoke  of  ^^Ir.  Harris  1 

as  follows  ;  1 

"  No  man  could  study  a  case  harder  than  does  Hamilton  ! 
Harris.    He  masters  every  detail  of  fact,  knows  exactly 

what  his  witnesses  will  testify  to,  and  as  for  the  law,  long  ' 

experience  in  this  class  of  cases  has  made  him,  so  to  speak,  i 

an  encyclopedia  of  railroad  decisions.     Hamilton  Harris'  i 

manner  m  court  is  quiet  and  highly  dignified.    He  pays  j 

close  attention  to  the  conduct  of  the  ca^e.    His  voice  is  j 

strong  and  harsli  to  one  unaccustomed  to  hear  him  speak,  j 

and  his  style  of  delivery  is  plain,  but  earnest  and  effective,  i 

His  manner  is  blunt,  gruff  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  dicta-  j 

torial;  but  no  juryman  ever  sat  in  a  box  and  listened  to  him  I 

through  a  case  without  feeling  that,  back  of  his  manner,  was  i 

not  only  great  power  of  mind,  but  an  honest,  kindiv  heart,  i 
few  lawyers  comluct  a  case  with  so  much  earnestness. 
When  you  hear  him  speak,  you  feel  immediately  that  he  is 
in  earnest.     This  quality  and  his  shrewdness  and  policy 

make  him  one  of  the  most  successful  lawyers  that  ever  de-  i 
fended  a  corporation."  ^ 

Our  space  will  not  permit  of  a  general  review  of  j 
the  important  civil  cases  in  which  he  has  been  en- 
gaged.    We  shall  onl}-  allude  to  two  of  the  later  1 
ones,  which  were  of  great  public  interest,  and  in  , 
which  Mr.  Harris  won  great  distinction  throughout  j 
tlie  State.  \ 


During  the  Legi-slative  session  of  1SS4  William 
INIcDuiiald  was  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  the  .Senate 
for  refusing  to  answer  questions  before  a  Legisla- 
tive committee.  lie  was  committed  by  the  .Senate 
to  imprisonment  in  the  c<;iinmon  jail  for  contempt. 
In  proceedings  taken  in  the  courts  for  his  release 
Mr.  Harris  appeared  as  one  of  his  counsel,  and  his 
argument  for  [McDonald,  which  required  and  re- 
ceived at  his  hands  as  much  research  and  learning 
as  has  been  displayed  in  any  case  brouglit  before 
the  courts  in  late  years,  greatly  extended  his  repu- 
tation as  a  profound  lawyer.  The  commitment 
was  declared  by  the  General  Term  of  the  Supreme 
Court  illegal,  and  [McDonald  was  discharged.  The 
case  is  reported  in  32  Hun,  563. 

During  the  Legislative  session  of  1882  Mr. 
Roosevelt  preferred  charges  against  Mr.  Justice 
Westbrook,  of  the  State  Supreme  Court,  for  misfeas- 
ance and  malfeasance  in  the  discharge  of  his 
judicial  duties.  It  was  alleged,  among  other  things, 
that  the  Judge,  "Without  stint  and  without  regard 
to  judicial  propriety,  had  appointed  reladves  to 
office,  in  which  they  had  received  large  fees ;  that 
he  had  been  guilty  of  judicial  impropriety  in  the 
celebrated  [Manhattan  Elevated  Railroad  case  ;  that 
he  had  improperly  given  advice  aiding  the  defense 
of  the  [Manhattan  Company,  and  that  he  had  im- 
properly informed  Jay  Gould  and  others  touching 
certain  actions  of  the  Court. "  The  charges  against 
the  Judge,  taken  together,  made  a  strong  prima 
facie  case  against  him.  The  alleged  facts  were  in- 
geniously marshaled  and  strengthened  by  accu- 
mulated allegations.  They  were  sent  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  of  the  Assembly  for  investigation, 
■after  a  spirited  debate. 

Mr.  Harris  \Vas  retained  by  Judge  Westbrook  to 
conduct  his  case  before  the  committee.  The  in- 
vestigation before  the  committee  began  on  .\pril  21, 
1882.  and  finally  closed  on  the  27th  of  die  following 
[May,  Mr.  Harris  making  the  closing  argument. 

Judging  from  the  comments  of  the  press,  his  ar- 
gument was  one  of  extraordinary  power  and  elo- 
quence. The  Troy  Press,  speaking  of  it,  says  : 
"The  argument  of  [Mr.  Harris  was  very  able,  and 
exposed  the  wickedness  and  absurdity  ot  the  charges 
against  Judge  Westbrook."  The  Albany  Evening 
Journal  says  :  "  There  can  be  no  answer  to  Mr. 
Haris'  defense  of  Judge  Westbrook,  the  oniv 
counsel  before  the  committee  who  can  be  truly 
said  to  enjoy  a  large  experience  in  his  pro- 
fession. " 

The  New  York  World  of  [May  29,  in  an  able  re-  ' 
view  of  the  case,  said  :  "  Mr.  Hamilton  Harris' 
argument  in  vindication  of  Judge  U'esibrook  fills  a 
clo.sely  printed  pampiilet  of  nearly  filty  pages  :  but 
so  close  and  clear  is  his  presentation  of  the  case, 
that  no  lawyer  will  object  to  its  length."  After 
(juoting  to  some  extent  from  the  argument,  the  re- 
view continues  its  favorable  comment  upon  it,  ami 
the  whole  ardcle  is  highly  complimentary  to  Mr. 
Harris.    The  Judge  was  honorably  acquitted. 

We  have  dius  given  a  sketch  of  .Mr.  Harris  as  a 
lawyer.  We  shall  now  brieliy  consider  his  politi- 
cal c-areer,  which,  though  extended,  has  been  sub- 
ordinate to  his  profession. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COCXTV  OF  ALBANY. 


Quite  early  in  life  he  became  prominent  in  the 
Whig  party  in  Albany  County,  advocatinLC  its 
measures  on  the  platform  and  with  his  pen  with 
such  fidelity  and  ability  that  he  soon  took  his  place 
among  the  leaders  of  the  party  in  the  county  and 
State.  In  the  autumn  of  1850  he  was  elected 
member  of  Assembly  from  the  County  of  Albany. 
It  was  at  this  session  of  the  Legislature  that  the 
building  of  the  .State  Library  and  the  improvement 
of  the  State  Capitol  became  a  prominent  subject  of 
legislation.  Its  success  was  largely  due  to  the 
efforts  of  ]Mr.  Harris.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
the  joint  committee  of  six  to  call  State  conventions 
and  to  construct  a  new  party  platform,  which  was 
one  of  the  ,  first  steps  in  the  foimation  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  AFr.  Harris  aided  largely  in 
founding  the  Republican  party,  and  has  always  been 
justly  regarded  as  one  of  its  strongest  and  ablest 
champions.  From  1862  to  1870  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  State  Committee  ;  from  1S62 
to  1864  he  was  chairman  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee ;  from  1864  to  1870  he  was  chairman  of  the 
Republican  State  Committee,  in  which  posiiion  he 
displayed  great  executive  ability,  and  by  his  skillful 
political  management  more  than  once  led  his  party 
to  victory  in  closely  contested  State  elections.  As 
has  been  said  of  him  by  a  prominent  writer  :  "  His 
keen  intuitions  and  his  rare  skill  as  an  organizer, 
with  a  singular  union  of  discretion  with  boldness, 
render  him  a  natural  leader  of  men."  As  a  delegate 
in  many  State  and  national  conventions,  Mr.  Har- 
ris was  active  and  strongly  influential  in  sustaining 
the  measures  of  his  party. 

At  the  Legislative  session  of  1865  the  question 
of  erecting  a  new  capitol  at  Albany,  which  had 
been  agitated  for  many  previous  sessions,  culmi- 
nated in  more  decisive  action.  Vlx.  Harris  was 
elected  President  of  a  new  Board  of  Capitol  Com- 
missioners, serving  until  1875  with  ability  and 
success  so  marked  that  he  has  been  frequently 
termed  "The  Father"  of  that  great  measure.  The 
Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser,  commenting  upon 
the  subject,  says  :  "  Let  the  people  of  Albany  re- 
.member  that  to  Hamilton  Harris  more  than  any 
other  man  they  are  indebted  for  the  new  capitol 
from  its  inception  in  1865  to  its  progress  in  1879." 

To  this  the  Alhany  Eveniiis:;  Joiirnjl  made  answer  : 
"  Never  fear  :  Albanians  will  always  remember  it." 
The  Albany  Express,  speaking  of  Mr.  Harris' 
labors  in  behalf  of  the  new  capitol,  says  :  "In 
other  hands  all  the  doubtful  elements  of  the  situa- 
tion would  have  worked  against  it.  Not  so  in  the 
hands  of  'Slv.  Harris.  The  leader  of  the  Senate,  by 
force  of  character,  and  with  a  strong  cause  com- 
mitted to  him,  his  uniform  courte.sy  and  persistent 
labor  carried  the  project  through  the  crisi.s. "  The 
Albany  Evenini^  Journal,  the  New  York  Sun,  the 
Ogdensburg  /ournal,  the  Toy  Daily  'Times,  all  con- 
tain extended  editorials  commendatory  of  Mr. 
Harris'  able  and  successful  oiVoris  in  behalf  of  the 
new  capitol.  The  latter  paper,  in  speaking  of  the 
structure,  says:  "  Tiic  father  of  tliis  structure, 
which  is  to  rank  foremcjst  among  the  majestic 
buildings  of  the  world,  is  Hamilton  Harris.  Al- 
bany owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  Senator  flarris 


j  for  his  advocacy  of  the  stupendous  enterprise  and 
I  for  his  laboVs  in  carrying  it  on,  which  it  can  never 
i  rc-pav. "    He  studied  hard  to  devise  means  to  have 
the  new  building  com[)leted  as  soon  as  possible, 
without  having  the  burden  of  taxation  flail  up.ju 
posteritv.     Plis  bills  relating  to  the  matter  were 
I   Iramed  with  great  fairness,  practicability  and  good 
I  sense,  and  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York 
j   will  alwavs  applaud  his  earnestness,  zeal  and  [lerse- 
verance  in  the  great  cause  in  which  he  was  en- 
listed. 

In  the  autumn  of  1S75  he  was  elected  to  the 
Senate  of  die  State  from  his  district.  On  taking  his 
seat  in  that  bodv  he  entered  into  its  deliberations 
and  its  proceedings  with  a  facility  that  indicated 
natural  legislative  abilities. 

As  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  of  the 
Committee  on  juint  Library,  and  of  the  select 
Committee  on  Ap{)ortionment,  his  labors  were  use- 
ful and  exhaustive. 

On  the  floor  of  the  Senate  he  always  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  discussion  of  leailing  public 
(juestions  ;  his  arguments  never  failed  to  command 
respect  and  attention. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  Senatorial  term  he  was, 
in  1877,  re-elected  by  a  large  majority.  Having 
served  his  second  term  in  a  manner  which  brought 
to  him  high  Senatorial  honors,  he  decided  to  abandon 
public  life  and  devote  himself  e.xclusive'y  to  the  ex- 
tended duties  of  his  profession.  From  this  resolu- 
tion he  has  deviated  but  in  one  instance.  In  the 
fall  of  1884  he  ran  as  one  of  the  Republican  Elec- 
tors on  the  State  ticket.  In  October,  1879, 
his  name  was  prominently  brought  forward  for  re- 
election to  the  -Senate,  and  under  circumstances  so 
flattering  that  few  could  have  resisted  the  nomina- 
tion. But  Mr.  Harris,  adhering  to  his  resolution, 
on  October  3,  1879,  in  a  brief  note  published  in 
the  Evening  Journal,  most  respectfull}',  but  peremp- 
torily, declined  to  accept  the  nomination  under  any 
circumstances. 

Among  his  Senatorial  addresses  which  have 
passed  into  history  are  those  touching  the  New 
I  Capitol  ;  on  the  question  of  Convict  Labor  :  on 
the  Grand  Army  bill  ;  on  the  question  of  historical 
societies  holding  real  estate  for  preservation  and 
monumental  purposes  ;  on  Higher  Education  ;  on 
Sectarian  Appropriations,  and  on  Taxation.  He 
closed  his  Senatorial  career  under  the  following  high 
tribute  from  the  Morning  Express  :  "Mr.  Harris 
is  a  natural  leader  ;  he  unites  discretion  with  bijld- 
ness.  His  zeal  is  regulated  by  mature  retlection. 
His  knowledge  of  iiien  is  intuitive,  and  his  intui- 
tions have  been  sharpened  by  wide  intercourse. 
He  is  a  close  thinker,  a  cultured  scholar,  a  thor- 
ough lawyer,  a  skillful  organizer  and  ready  debater, 
and  he  has  a  witle  knowledge  of,  and  devotion  to, 
the  interests  of  the  State." 

We  shall  close  our  sketch  with  some  remarks 
touching  his  literary  accpiirements  and  labors,  and 
as  we  conceive  him  to  be  in  private  lite. 
I  Mr.  Harris  is  one  of  those  who  beiieve  that  to 
j  complete  a  lawyer's  education,  to  enable  him  to 
I  take  an  elevated  position  in  it,  muchm^re  is  needed 
I  than  mere  knowledge  of  law  ;  but  that  he  should 
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honor  and  cultivate,  a.s  unspeakably  useful,  that  lit- 
erature which  corresponds  to  and  calls  forth  the 
highest  fliculties,  -which  expresses  and  communi- 
cates energy  of  thoui^lit,  fruitfulness  of  invention, 
force  of  moral  purpose,  a  thirst  for  the  true  and  a 
delight  in  the  beautiful. 

Mr.  Harris  has  exliibited  his  literary  taste  and 
culture,  and  abilities  as  a  writer,  on  the  lecture 
platform,  and  as  a  speaker  in  the  popular  assem- 
bly. He  possesses  the  rare  faculty  of  putting  his 
readers  or  his  audience  in  lull  possession  of  his 
thoughts,  and  in  keeping  the  communication  be- 
tween himself  and  them  ahvavs  open*:  always 
avoiding  those  affected  grasps  after  originality  on 
the  the  one  hand,  and  that  sickly  prettiness  of  style 
on  the  other,  so  much  sought  after  by  common- 
place lecturers  and  writers. 

Several  of  his  addresses  have  been  published. 
We  cannot  avoid,  in  this  connection,  some  refer- 
ence to  an  admirable  lecture  delivered  by  him  on 
the  subject,  "  Politics  and  Literature,"  before  the 
Young  Men's  Association  of  Albany.  To  use  his 
own  language  :  "  Politics  and  Literature  was  the 
theme  of  the  speaker  long  years  ago,  when  he  bade 
'good-by  '  to  college  halls  and  boyish  fancies,  and 
stepped  upon  the  stage  of  active  duties  to  play  his 
humble  part  in  the  great  drama  of  life. " 

]Mr.  Harris  took  up  his  subject  from  the  stand- 
point of  long  experience,  as  he  says,  in  the  strug- 
gles of  the  world  ;  and  thus  it  was  full  of  most  val- 
uable thought^  and  suggestions.  The  Albany  Ar- 
gus, in  speaking  of  it,  says  :  "  IMr.  Harris  was  able 
to  give  to  the  literary  discussion  of  politics  in  the 
abstract  the  fruits  of  an  experience  in  the  concrete 
which  few  men  can  claim — an  experience  which 
has  covered  a  long  period  of  time,  notable 
associations,  occasional  vicissitudes  and  refreshing 
successes. " 

He  denied  that  public  men  and  politicians  are 
absolved,  in  any  degree,  from  the  obligations  of 
strict  lionor  and  morality.  He  insisted  that  politi- 
cal power  is  not  a  prize  which  justifies  mean  acts 
and  compliance  with  usages  that  would  be  scorned 
in  private  life  ;  that  platitudes,  intrigues,  hollow 
pretensions  and  appeals  to  base  passions  deserve 
signal  rebuke  when  employed  to  compass  political 
ends. 

"The  man,"  said  the  lecturer,  "who  devotes  himself  to 
politics  as  a  business,  (or  tlie  purpose  of  secu.'-incj  position 
for  support,  is  worthy  of  little  consideration,  and  <rathers  the 
least  satisf.iction  that  can  be  derived  from  any  of  the  em- 
ployments ot  men.  His  existence  is  a  miserable  one  of  ser- 
vdity  and  solicitation,  delays  and  disappointments,  to  end 
generally  in  poverty  and  ubscuritv.  He  who  would  best 
serve  the  state  and  win  a  name  and  secure  public  confidence 
should  possess  lofty  principles,  a  keen  faculty  of  vision  to 
discover  the  wants  and  interests  of  society,  an  accurate  ac- 
quaintance with  current  events,  opinions  and  social  tenden- 
cies, a  deep  penetration  into  the  motives  of  human  action, 
and  a  clear  determination  of  "he  results  of  measures  and 
movements."  \ 

The  manner  in  which  Mr^  Harris  illustrated  the 
advantage  of  combining  literary  attainments  with 
political  acumen  was  very  forcible  and  happv.  He 
gave  many  instances  from  history,  where  the  treas- 
ures of  literature  increased  the  usefulness  and 
strength  of  political  labor. 


I  "  The  low  ambitions  ot  life,"  he  said,  "and  the  grosser 

I  pleasures  of  sense,  are  characteristic  of  the  illiterate.  Liter- 

j  ature  is  the  source  of  retinement  and  enlightenment  ;  it  im- 

j  parts  wisdom,  elevates  thought  and  adorns  character.  ' 

The  numerous  favorable  comments  of  the  press 
upon  this  address  evince  at  once  its  ability  and  its 
eftect  upon  the  public  mind. 

An  address  delivered  by  iMr.  ILrrris  hef  ire  the 
Young  INIen's  Association  of  Albany,  on  "'The 
Tower  of  London,"  was  a  production  that  created 
great  interest  on  its  delivery,  and  was  eagerly  read 
after  its  appearance  in  the  public  journals.  It  is 
remarkable  for  its  historic  research,  and  for  the 
pleading  diciior'wiih  which  he  so  vividly  described 
that  grand  old  fortress  of  the  past,  around  which  so 
many  historical  incidents  cluster,  and  where  so 
many  precious  relics  of  the  grandeur,  power,  and, 
we  may  say,  weakness  of  England  are  gathered. 
This  structure  has  often  been  descriijed  by  tourists, 
but  few,  if  any,  have  described  it  in  the  manner 
and  in  the  light  of  history,  which  ]Mr.  Harris  did  in 
his  addres.s. 

"Its  story  "  he  said,  "is  interwoven  with  the  annals  of 
Great  Britain.  The  historic  memories  of  eijjht  centuries 
cluster  around  it.  The  history  ot  many  of  the  bravest  as 
well  as  the  darkest  deeds  of  the  Empire  is  written  in  its 
walls.  W  ith  it  is  associated  the  glory  of  proud  triumphs 
and  gorr;eous  ceremonials,  tO',;ether  with  the  pathetic  and 
tragic  vicissitudes  and  mutations  of  human  fortune." 

These  deeds  and  the  worthiest  actors  in  them 
attracted  the  pen  of  the  lecturer.  His  portraiture 
shov.cd  a  wide  range  of  reading  and  the  appre- 
ciative and  discriminating:  hand  of  a  close  student. 

Another  of  his  productions  which  was  listened 
to  and  read  with  interest  was  his  lecture  before 
the  Young  Men's  \\'orking  Society.  The  subject 
was  "No  Royal  Road  to  Knowledge.'' 

A  Fourth  of  July  oration,  delivered  by  him  in 
early  life  before  the  Young  Men's  Association  of 
Albany,  was  (juite  out  of  the  order  of  such  pro- 
ductions in  thought  and  originality. 

We  might  lake  many  interesting  extracts  from 
manv  other  addresses  and  give  extracts  from  many 
I  of  Mr.  Harris'  literary  productions,  but  space  will 
I  not  permit.    It  is  proper  to  say,  however,  that  some 
]  of  his  most  pleasing  productions  are  his  memorial 
tributes  to  departed  distinguished  jurists  and  legis- 
lators.    Perhaps  nowhere  in  the  language  of  eu- 
logy can  there  be  found  a  more  well-deserved  and 
j  more   tcjuching  and  well-expressed   tribute  than 
!  that  paid  by  Mr.  Harris  to  the  memory  of  John 
I  Morrissey  in  the  Senate  of  this  State. 
I      The  "Memorial  Wreath,"  as  he  appropriately 
called  his  beautiful  eulogy  upon  that  great  lawyer 
i  anil  beloved  citizen,  Lyman  Tremain,  commanded 
'  general  admiration,  in  that,  as  in  all  other  like  pro- 
j  duciions,  .Mr.  Harris  did  not  become  the  extreme 
I  pancgyri.it.     He  drew  his  mental  portrait  with  truth 
I  to  the  original,  avoiding  on  the  one  hand  inordi- 
I  nate  praise,  and  on  the  other  a  stinted  denial  of 
I  true  merit. 

'  His  tribute  to  James  .\.  Garfield  was  a  most 
\  adequate  eulogy  upon  the  Glorious  ^Llrlyr.  li 
i  was  a  touching  and  attractive  [jorlraiture  of  the 
I  martyred  President  drawn  with  a  master  hand. 
I  guided  by  an  oppuleiit  mind. 
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The  literary  taste  of  Mr.  Harris  is  exhibited  in 
his  elegant  home,  wiiich  abounds  in  books.  The 
recondite  productions  of  great  and  gifted  writers  | 
of  all  ages  are  found  in  his  large,  valuable  and 
carefully  selected  hbrary.    To  use  the  language  of 
another,  "Mr.  Harris  has  made  the  selection  of  ! 
books  a  specialty;  he  has  brought  together  on  his  j 
shelves  all  the  principal  works  of  eminent  English  I 
and  American  statesmen,  orators,  poets,  jurists  and 
scholars  from  Lord  Bacon  to  Edward  Everett." 
He  spends  much  of  his  time  in  his  librarv;  to 
him  it  is  peopled  with  living  minds,  speaking  to 
him  of  history,  of  philosophy,  eloquence  and  all  I 
the  riches  of  ancient  and  modern  literature.  Here 
voices  come  to  him  from  the  Athenian  Arena; 
from  the  Roman  Forum;  from  the  English  Parlia- 
ment; from  the  American  Senate;  from  our  own 
great  scholars,   writers  and  scientists;   from  the 
Bench  and  Bar  of  the  world. 

It  is  natural  that  a  mind  thus  devoted  to  books 
and  research  should  be  a  friend  to  the  cause  of 
education  and  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  by  the 
establishment  of  schools  and  colleges.  And  we 
find  that  not  only  in  private  life,  but  in  his  legis- 
lative career,  he  has  been  the  warm  advocate  of  the 
cause  of  popular  and  higher  education. 

One  of  his  ablest  speeches  in  the  Senate  was  in 
supportof  higher  popular  education.  This  speech, 
which  was  widely  circulated  through  the  State  bv 
the  friends  of  popular  education,  was  delivered 
January  29,  1S79,  i'^  committee  of  the  whole,  hav- 
ing under  consideration  the  Governor's  Message. 

That  document  recommended  the  abandonment 
of  the  system  of  aiding  the  public  high  schools, 
which  had  prevailed  sd  many  years  in  the  State. 
The  Governor  in  his  Message  took  strong  grounds 
against  the  State's  aiding  in  giving  higher  educa- 
tion to  the  children  of  the  poor,  terming  it  legal- 
ized robbery  to  do  so.  Hon.  Thomas  C.  E.  Ec- 
clesine.  Senator  from  the  City  of  New  York,  strong- 
ly sustained  the  Governor  in  a  speech  delivered  in 
the  Senate.  He  insisted  that  higher  education 
disqualified  the  poor  for  the  duties  and  labors  to 
which  alone  they  are  by  nature  adapted,  and  that 
injustice  is  done  by  trying  to  educate  the  children 
of  the  poor  for  callings  which  they  can  never  rill. 

This  attack  upon  ths  education  of  the  poor 
brought  Senator  Harris  to  his  feet,  and  he  repelled 
it  in  the  admirable  speech  to  which  we  have  al- 
luded. The  debate  was  long  antl  ardent,  continu- 
ing at  intervals  until  the  5th  ot  February,  1S79, 
when  Mr.  Harris  closed  it.  He  re\'iewed  the  %'a- 
rious  laws  which  had  passed  favoring  popular  etlu- 
cation  and  the  great  advantages  flowing  to  the 
people  from  these  laws. 

"The  true  theory,"  he  said,  "upon  which  the  State 
educates  its  children  15  nut  simply  fertile  benefit  or  advance- 
ment of  the  individual,  but  it  is  to  enlart;e  his  mind  and 
elevate  his  character,  so  as  to  increase  his  efiiciency  and 
value  as  a  citizen,  and  thus  add  power  and  inlluetice  to  the  | 
community  in  which  he  lives,  contributing;  thereby  to  the  ( 
prosperity  and  elevation  of  the  State.    'W.i  time  has  ar-  j 
rived  in  the  history  ot  the  world  wlien  a  nalion  takes  rank  I 
according  to  the  iiUellii,'ence  and  elevation  ot  the  people. 
The  hope  for  the  prosperity  of  free  institutions  especially 
rests  upon  popular  education."    A'^Min  Senator  Harris  said 
that  "  the  doctrine  that  hij^'her  education  di3i[ualiiies  the 


poor  for  their  duties  and  labors  is  the  old  doctrine  of  caste 
and  aristocracy,  which  debars  the  people  of  despotic  coun- 
tries from  risini^  a'Dove  the  condition  in  lite  in  which  they 
were  born.  It  is  the  expression  of  the  belief  that  all  men 
are  not  equal.  It  is  the  utterance  of  a  disl<clief  in  the  first 
principles  upon  which  our  government  was  founded.  It  is 
not  the  doctrine  of  .'Vinerica,  which  throws  wide  open  the 
door  of  every  school-house,  that  all  children  may  receive 
the  benefit  of  the  best  education,  so  that  they  may  better 
their  own  condition  in  life,  and  thus  better  the  condition  of 
the  State  itself.  If  the  views  of  the  Governor  should  Ijc 
adopted,  the  State  would  step  back  a  half  century  instead  of 
advancint;,  and  the  children  of  poor  men  would  have  to 
dismiss  all  desire  and  ambition  to  improve  their  condition, 
and  be  kept  in  the  position  in  which  they  found  themselves 
by  the  accident  of  Viirth.  Many  of  our  greatest  men,  men 
of  eminence  in  public  life  and  in  the  professions,  have  been 
taught  in  our  free  schools,  and  sprung  from  the  lower  con- 
^ditions  of  life.  Had  the  views  of  the  Governor  prevailed, 
many  of  the  men  who  have  molded  the  opinions  of  the 
country,  framed  its  laws  and  upheld  its  institutions,  would 
have  been  forced  to  pass  their  lives  in  following  the  same 
narrow  path  that  their  fathers  trod  and  remain  in  the  condi- 
tion in  which  they  were  born.  I  say,  then, that  the  proposi- 
tion that  a  higher  education  than  the  rudimentary  one  of  the 
common  schools  is  not  a  benefit  to  the  poor  man,  that  the 
children  of  the  poor  should  only  learn  to  labor  and  not  to 
think,  is  monstrous,  even  though  it  comes  from  the  Execu- 
tive Chamber. " 

Such  was  the  champion  which  the  cause  of 
popular  education  found  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate 
in  flamilton  Harris.  We  could  cite  many  other 
instances  where  he  strongly  advocated  our  system 
of  popular  education,  did  space  permit. 

Thus  he  naturally  became  popular  with  the 
friends  of  education  throughout  the  State.  Early 
in  the  year  18S5  two  vacancies  occurred  in  the 
Board  of  Regents  of  the  University.  When  the 
Legislature  convened  that  year  his  name  was  very 
soon  brought  forward  as  a  candidate  to  fill  one  of 
the  vacancies.  The  members  of  the  Senate  and 
Assembly,  fully  appreciating  his  accomplishments 
for  this  honorable  position,  and  his  services  in  the 
educational  interests  of  the  State,  favored  his  ap- 
pointment. On  the  loth  of  INIarch,  1SS5,  the  Re- 
publican members  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly 
convened  to  nominate  Regents,  and  Mr.  Flarris, 
with  ]\Ir.  Beach,  of  Schuyler  County,  was  unani- 
mously elected. 

This  action,  being  ratified  by  the  Legislature  of 
our  State  in  joint  convention,  was  greeted  with 
general  approbation  by  the  press  and  the  voice  of 
the  public.  Speaking  of  it,  the  Evening  Journal 
said  : 

"The  position  of  Regent  of  the  University  is  the  single 
honor  within  the  power  of  the  State  to  bestow  upon  its 
scholars,  and  the  unanimous  accord  of  the  nomination  for 
that  position  to  the  Hon,  Hamilton  Harris,  of  this  city,  and 
to  Mr.  I.'aniel  Beach,  of  Schuyler  County,  was  a  fitting  and 
especially  appropriate  tribute  to  the  learning  and  ability  of 
the  two  gentlemen  chosen.  To  be  chosen  out  of  the  many 
public-spirited  scholars  of  the  State  would  l>e  a  great  com- 
pliment to  center  upon  aiv.y  citizen.  To  be  chosen  unan- 
imously and  without  the  consideration  of  any  other  name 
is  a  recognition  that  has  seldom  been  awarded  by  the  State 
to  learning.  The  designation  of  .Senator  Harris,  of  .-Mbany, 
for  the  position  is  one  the  propriety  of  which  our  citizens 
will  gratefully  recognize.  .-Mthough  .Mr.  Harris'  reputation 
through  the  State  re=ts  chiefly  on  his  political  and  profes- 
sional achievement-,  .Mbanians  know  him  also  as  a  man 
of  research  and  attainments  in  the  field  of  literature,  and 
in  those  general  studies  which  bring  grace  and  symmetry 
to  the  mind.  His  interest  in  the  educational  alfairs  of 
the  State  and  of  the  city  has  been  otten  demonstrated, 
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and  he  will  bring  to  the  Board  of  Regents  a  practical 
knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  our  school  sy-^tcm  that 
cannot  but  be  of  advantage  to  the  Siate.'' 

Thus  we  liave  rapidly  traced  the  early  life  of -Mr. 
Harris,  his  entrance  into  his  chosen  prol'ession,  his 
successful  career  as  a  lawyer,  writer  and  speaker, 
his  career  as  a  Legislator,  and  in  other  public 
places.  His  private  life  needs  no  mention  here. 
He  has  been  singularly  fortunate  in  his  domestic 
relations.  In  1S50  he  married,  in  Buffalo,  Lucy 
Moody  Rogers,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Na- 
thaniel Rr.gers.  of  that  city,  and  has  two  children — 
Frederick  Hnrris.  who  is  n'^w  ns=ociated  with  him 
in  the  practice  of  law,  and  Lucy  Hamilton  Harris. 
He,  with  his  refined  and  highly  cultured  family, 
occupies  and  adorns  a  distinguished  position  in  the 
brilliant  social  circles  of  the  Capital  City. 

He  may  be  called  a  posiuve  man.  It  has  been 
said  of  him  truthfully  that  "he  throws  himself 
heart  and  soul  into  whatever  business  he  does  and 
whatever  cause  he  espouses."  His  opinions  both  of 
persons  and  things  are  decided  and  confident.  In 
forming  them  he  is  entirely  free  from  the  errors 
which  spring  from  undue  examination  or  want  of 
just  appreciation.  In  other  words,  he  weighs  men 
very  much  as  they  are,  regardless  of  adventitious 
circumstances.  Long  a  prominent  resident  of 
Albany,  he  has  exhibited,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
character  of  a  liberal  and  public-spirited  citizen  ; 
has  identified  himself  with  all  prominent  measures, 
tending  not  only  to  the  advancement  of  the  city, 
but  of  the  State  and  country,  and  has  fairly  won 
for  himself  an  honorable  place  in  history. 

WILLIAM  L.  LEARNED. 

The  judiciary  is  a  department  in  our  govern- 
ment of  higher  importance  than  all  others.  It 
was  this  department  which  gave  force  and  vitality 
to  the  Constitution,  which,  till  its  formation,  was 
almost  inert  in  the  exercise  of  its  power.  It  is 
about  the  only  department  untainted  from  the  cor- 
ruptions of  politics.  While  politicians  expend 
their  zeal  on  transient  interests  v.-hich  derive  their 
chief  importance  from  their  brief  connection  with 
a  party,  it  is  the  province  of  the  Judge  to  apply 
those  solemn  and  universal  laws  of  rectitude  on 
which  the  security,  industry  and  prosperity  of  the 
individual  and  the  State  essendally  depend. 

That  we  should  naturally  reverence  and  honor 
our  judicial  ofliicers  ;  that  we  should  select  them 
with  care  and  sedulously  weigh  their  qualifications 
for  the  office,  their  merits  and  demerits,  in  the 
balance,  is  natural,  and  when  not  found  wanting, 
vouchsafe  them  the  large  honors  which  are  their 
due. 

In  view  of  these  reflections  we  enter  upon  the 
task  of  briefiy  tracing  the  life  and  career  of  the 
distinguished  jurist  "  and  long-experienced  Judge 
whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  our  sketch— the 
Hon.  William  Law  Learned.  For  manv  years  he 
has  been  a  delegated  minister  of  justice  and  has 
received  an  uncommon  evidence  (/f  the  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held  by  the  Bar  and  the  public  by  his 
recent  election  ibr  the  second  time  to  the  office  of 


I  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Nc-w 
York. 

The  career  of  such  a  man  is  eminently  worthv  a 
place  in  hi.^tory  ;  it  is  pleasant  and  profitable  to 
i  gi\-e  that  history  to  the  public,  and  we  perform  our 
I  grateful  task  as  follows  : 

Judge  William  L.  Learned  is  a  native  of  New 
!  London,  Conn.,  bora  there  July  24,  182 1.  His 
father  was  Ebenezer  Learned,  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  second  wife  being  Lydia  Coit,  the  mother 
of  Judge  Learned,  he  being  the  onl}-  child  of  the 
second  marriage. 

Both  his  parents  descended  from    early  New 
England  settlers.    His  paternal  ancestor,  William 
Learned,  was  a  native  of  England,  who  came  to 
j  this  country  and  became  a  resident  of  Charlestown, 
I  ?>Ia.ss.    John  Coit,   his  maternal  ancestor,  was  a 
j  native  of  Wales,  who  let"t  that  country  about  1638, 
and  became  a  resident  of  Salem,  ^lass. ,  for  we  find 
j  his  name  in  the  records  of  that  town  in  that  year. 

His  grandfathers,  Amasa  Learned  and  Joshua 
I  Coit,  were  representatives  in  Congress  ;  the  first 
\  from  1 801  to  1805,  the  latter  from  1793  to  1798. 
I  They  were  both  men  of  distinction  and  took  con- 
'  spicuous  parts  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  State. 
'  Judge  Learned  seems  to  have  inherited  his  love 
I  of  the  legal  profession,  for  his  father  was  a  dis- 
\  tinguished  law}'er  who  for  many  years  occupied  a 
I  respectable  position  at  the  Bar,  but  who  later  in 
I  life  became  the  cashier  of  one  of  the  banks  of  the 
j  State  of  Connecticut. 

Young  Learned  began  his   education  at  the 
Union  School  in  New  London,  an  institution  of 
high  repute,   in  which  he  prepared  for  college. 
Yale  became  his  Alma  [Nlater.     He  entered  that 
time-honored  institution  in  1S37,  from  whence  he 
!  was  graduated  in  1S41.     His  college  course  was 
'  characterized  bv  diligence  and  conscientious  de- 
I  votion  to  his  studies.    As  a  result,  he  stood  high 
1  with  the  students  and  was  a  favorite  with  the 
j  faculty.     His  rank  as  a  student  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  he  was  salutatorian  of  his  class,  and  his 
I  popularity   by   his   membership    of  the  society 
i  known  a,j  the  Skull  and  Bones. 
!      Among  his  classmates  were  several  who  have 
j  since   become    distinguished.     Among  them  is 
Donald   G.   ^litchell,   favorably  known  as   •'  Ik 
i  Marvel, "  author  of  "  Reveries  of  a  Bachelor  "  and 
j  other  pleasing  productions. 

I  Three  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State 
I  of  New  York,  Joseph  F.  Barnard,  Lucien  G. 
!  Birdseye  and  Gilbert  Dean,  were  classmates  of 
;  Judge  Learned. 

William  E.  Robinson,  a  prominent  politician:  B. 
I  G.  Northrup.  a  well-known  educator:  Stephen  D. 
Law,  a  ver}'  acceptable  writer  on  the  laws  of 
patents,  and  Rev.  Thomas  F.  Peters,  eminent  for 
his  works  of  benevolence  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
i  were  also  members  of  this  class. 

Immediately  after  leaving  college  Mr.  Learned 
'  entered  the  law  office  of  Wm.  F.  Brainard,  ot  New 
i  London,  with  whom  he  pursued  his  studies  one 
I  year.  Having  formed  a  pleasant  acquaintance  with 
I  those  highly  respected  lawyers,  ^lessrs.  Gould  t't 
j  Olin,  of  Troy,  N.  Y. .  he  accepted  an  invitation 
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from  them  to  continue  his  stiuHes  in  tlieir  office. 
This  was  about  the  }  car  1842. 

In  recognition  of  his  learning,  ability  and  great 
purity  of  character,  Mr.  Gc)ulil,  the  senior  partner, 
was  elected  ]\Iayor  of  Tro\  in  1S52,  and  in  Novem- 
ber, 1855,  he  was  elected  a  justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  Stale  for  the  Third  judicial  District. 
Mr,  Learned's  associate  in  the  nffice  of  Gould  & 
Olin  ^vas  George  C.  Waiie,  a  brother  uf  Chief- 
Justice  Waite,  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court. 

Young  Learned  was  called  to  the  Bar  at  the  fall 
term  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  in  1S44, 
which  held  Us  aittmgs  at  Rochester.  This  was  the 
old  "Supreme  Court  of  judicature  of  the  People 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  "  Chief-Justice  Samuel 
Nelson  presiding,  Esek  Cowan,  Greene  -C. 
Bronson — names  illustrious  in  legal  history — 
associates. 

Mr.  Learned  decided  to  make  Albany  the  place 
of  his  future  residence,  fulh"  aware  that,  in  his  pro- 
fessional career  in  that  city,  he  would  be  compelled 
to  contend  with  what  may  be  well  termed  giants  of 
the  Bar.  With  a  well-balanced  confidence  in  his 
own  abilities,  with  a  consciousness  that  his  intel- 
lectual weapons  would  be  stronger,  brighter  and 
more  effective  by  wielding  them  in  the  conflict 
against  great  and  accomplished  minds,  he  entered, 
confidently  and  determinedly,  into  the  honorable 
rivalry  he  iiad  sought. 

This  selection  of  a  field  of  labor  was  judicious 
and  fortunate.  If  he  met  the  usual  embarrassments 
and  discouragements  of  young  lawyers,  he  o\  er- 
came  them  by  severe  application,  steady  persever- 
ance, and  the  happy  adaptation  of  his  vigorous 
mind  to  his  pursuit.  Prosperity  attended  him,  and 
he  gradually  but  surely  moved  on  to  the  front  rank 
of  his  profession,  and  from  thence  to  the  distin- 
guished judicial  position  he  now  occupies. 

In  1850  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  the  late 
Gilbert  L.  Wilson,  who  afterward  became  secretary 
of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  Company. 

After  this  partnership  had  existed  some  time, 
James  C.  Cook  became  a  member  of  the  firm, 
which  now  took  the  name  of  Learned,  Wilson  & 
Cook.  After  the  wididrawal  of  Wilson  the  firm 
was  known  as  Learned  &  Cook.  It  took  a  very 
high  and  influential  position,  controlling  an  ex- 
tended and  important  clientage  ;  it  continued  until 
1867,  when  INIr.  Cook  decided  to  retire  from  prac- 
tice; this  dissolved  the  firm,  and  its  business  de- 
volved upon  ]Mr.  Learned. 

The  large  responsibility  which  now  rested  upon 
him  was  met  with  talents,  ability  and  learning, 
which  added  largely  to  his  reputation  as  a  lawyer. 
Perhaps  no  practicing  lawyer  at  that  time  stood 
higher  in  public  estimation  than  did  Mr.  Learned. 
He  continued  his  practice  until  the  summer  of  1S70, 
when  that  distinguished  jurist,  Rufus  W.  Peckham, 
who  had  been  one  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  since  1861,  was  appointed  a  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals.  This  left  a  vacancy  on  the 
Bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Mr.  Learned 
was  immediately  appointed  by  Gov.  Hoffman 
in  place  of  Judge  Peckham. 


In  the  autumn  of  1870  Judge  Learned  was 
nominated  by  the  Democratic  party  of  the  Third 
judicial  District  as  a  Justice  of  dieSu]ireme  Court  : 
"his  Repubhcan  opponent  was  the  late  Henry  Smith, 

1  an  acknowledged  leader  of  the  liar  and  a  man  of 
commanding  eloquence.     Judge   Learned  was, 
however,  elected  for  the  full  term  of  fourteen  years. 
He  entered  upon  his  judicial  duties  with  that 

1  ability  and  success  which  his  high  reputation  as  a 
counselor  at  law  fully  indicated  he  would.  As  a 
trial  judge  he  possessed  that  urbanity  and  patience 
in  the  conduct  of  those  difficult  cases  so  wearying 
anil  patience-tr\  ing  to  the  jutige  in  a  manner  that 
rendered  him  popular  with  the  Bar,  jurors  and  the 
general  public. 

In  January,  1875,  he  was  appointed  Presiding 
Judge  of  the  Third  Department  by  Gov.  Til- 
den.  This  appointment  was  made  to  continue 
during  the  remainder  of  his  term.  His  associates 
were  those  eminent  jurists,  Hon.  Douglass  Board- 
man,  of  Ithaca,  and  Hon.  Augustus  Bockes,  of 
Saratoga  Spa.  The  ability  and  celerity  with  which 
the  Supreme  Court  for  the  Third  Department  con- 
ducted its  work  elicited  general  commendation 
from  the  Bar.  Though  its  calendars  were  very 
large,  embracing  manv  important  cases,  the  business 
of  the  court  was  not  permitted  to  accumulate,  and 
its  calendars  were  cleared  to  .such  an  extent  that 
cases  were  disposed  of  with  great  rapidity  and  sat- 
isfaction. It  is  said  that  the  New  York  judges  are 
overworked,  from  the  Court  of  Appeals  to  the 
County  Court.  This,  to  a  large  extent,  is  true. ' 
Perhaps  no  men  in  the  State  are  subjected  to  such 
constant  and  exhaustive  labors  as  the  judges  of  our 
courts.  Certainly  the  justices  of  the  Third  Depart- 
ment may  be  said  to  be  overworketl  in  their  en- 
deavors to  prevent  that  accumulation  of  business  so 
disastrous  to  litigants. 

The  first  opinion  pronounced  b\-  Judge  Learned 
was  delivered  in  the  case  of  Gould  vs.  Tfie  Tuiun  of 

j  Oneotita,  at  the  January  Term  of  1875,  ^''^O'  soon 
after  assuming  the  dudes  of  presiding  justice.  It 
is  reported  in  3  Hun,  404.  This  was  followed 
b}"  several  cases  in  which  he  pronounced  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Court.  He  seemed  to  come  to  his  judi- 
cial duties  with  that  ease  and  directness  which  in- 
dicated a  natural  talent  for  their  discharge.  In 
1874  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  Faculty  of  the 
Albany  Law  School.  His  associate  members  were 
Hon.  Ira  Flarris,  Hon.  r^Iatthcw  Hale  and  Isaac 
Edwards.  The  department  of  jurisprudence  to 
which  he  confined  his  lectures  at  first  was  The 
Civil  Law.  These  lectures  required  the  expendi- 
ture of  much  labor  and  research — the  most  exten- 
sive legal  learning.  The  success  which  attended 
them,  their  popularity  with  the  students,  is  a  sure 
indication  that  this  demand  was  fully  supplied.  In 

t  the  course  of  a  few  years  two  other  departments 

I  were  taken  up  as  the  theme  of  his  lectures,  one  on 

I  Equity,  the  other  on  the  Trial  of  Causes.  These 

j  three  courses  he  continues  to  tleliver. 

Among  .Mr.  Learned's  literary  work  was  the  duty 
performetl  by  him  as  editor  of  an  edition  of  Mad- 
am Knicfht's  Journal  and  an  edition  of  ''Earlc's 
JMicrocosrnography. " 
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A  very  valuable  ariicle  from  the  pen  of  Judge 
Learned  on  "The  Tardiness  of  Justice"  appeared 
in  the  Xorth  A/iierican  Rciieii'  for  |une,  1S85. 
It  commends  itself  stroni,dy  10  the  judge,  the  lawyer 
and,  above  all,  to  the  business  man  :  for,  really, 
the  tardiness  of  justice  is  one  of  the  great  evils  of 
the  times,  and  judge  Learned  deals  with  the 
subject  as  one  who  speaks  with  knowledge  and 
with  authoritw     He  says  : 

"One  cannot  begin  a  lawsuit  that  involves  a  considerable 
amount,  with  any  hope  of  a  reasonably  speedy  decision  ;  a 
year's  time  would  be  short  for  its  termination  ;  and  the 
plaintiff  may  not  reach  the  end  in  three,  four,  five  or 
si\  years.  A  -^h"^  rt  time  ?in:e  .'i  co'-'n-zcl,  in  nr^uirj  a  mat- 
ter, referred  to  a  case  that  had  been  pending  eighteen  years, 
and  was  just  at  issue  for  trial.  The  case  may  be  found  re- 
ported as  early  as  1873,  in  one  of  its  'many  steps,'  and 
was  in  fact  begun  in  1S69  (Smith  vs.  Rathbun,  66  Barb., 
402  ;  13  Hun,  47).  It  has  graduated  some  of  its  counsel  to 
the  bench,  and  has  seen  several  of  the  judges  who  sat  in  it 
carried  beyond  the  term  of  their  judicial  career.  Another 
case  pressed  forward  by  the  plaintift"  and  entitled  to  a  pref- 
erence on  the  calendar  of  the  courts  was  begun  in  1S74, 
and,  after  four  trials,  reached  its  happy  end  in  iSSo.  These 
are  not  unusual  instances. 

"  In  civil  matters,  the  delay  of  Justice  is  a  great  wrong. 
Bis  dat  qui  cito  dat  is  a  maxim  as  true  in  Xilw  as  of  charitv. 
Men  can  Ix-ar  what  they  Ijelieve  to  be  a  wrong  decision,  if 
it  be  made  promptly  ;  but  they  cannot  bear  the  uncertain- 
ties of  delay.  '  Hope  deferred  maketh  the  heart  sick.' 
It  is  the  weary  watching  by  the  bedside,  not  the  fatal  ter- 
mination, that  tries  the  mind  and  body.  And  so  with  a 
pecuniary  claim  whicli  one  man  makes  against  another.  •  *  * 
Perhaps  there  is  no  other  cause  of  delay  so  great  as  the  ex- 
tensive right  of  appeal  given  by  our  present  svstem.  In 
many  mritter?  that  bel'~>ng  merely  to  tfie  preliminary  skir- 
mishing, as  it  might  be  called,  appeals  to  the  General  Term 
can  be  taken,  with  the  result  of  delaying  the  trial  ;  such 
matters,  for  instance,  as  motions  to  change  the  place  of 
trial.  Yet  these  are  often  questions,  to  a  great  extent,  of 
good  discretion,  in  which  the  discretion  of  one  judge  might 
tietter  be  made  conclusive,  for  the  sake  of  preventing  delav. 
Tills,  however,  is  of  less  importance  than  the  freedom  of 
appeal  after  trial.  It  may  be  said  generally  that,  after  trial, 
the  defeated  party  has  three  appeals,  under  anv  of  which 
he  may  obtain  a  new  trial.  First,  he  may  apply  to  the 
court  betore  which  the  case  was  tried.  If  unsuccessful,  he 
may  appeal  to  the  General  Term.  It  unsuccessful  there,  he 
may  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Appeals.  In  the  crowded  con- 
dition of  the  calendars,  this  assures  him  a  very  comfortable 
postponement  of  the  final  result.  When,  however,  he  shall 
at  last  have  his  cause  decided  by  the  highest  court,  and  shall 
have  succeeded,  and  shall  have  obtained  a  new  trial,  he 
will  not  have  reached  the  end.  He  must  go  back  and  try 
the  case  again.  And,  armed  with  the  decision  of  the  high- 
est court  in  his  favor,  he  will  probably  succeed  in  his  de- 
fense, at  the  trial.  That,  however,  is  not  the  end.  The 
plaintiff  will  now  apjjeal  ;  and  when  the  det'endant  once 
more  reaches  the  higher  court,  he  may  find  that  there  is  a 
distini^mndo,  and  that  that  court  didn't  mean  (juite  what  he 
thought  they  meant.*  Once  more,  then,  there  must  be  a 
new  trial.  And  once  more  he  may  climb  the  ladder  ot 
appeals,  and  get  a  new  lesson  in  wisdom  from  its  topmost 
round— at  least  a  new  lesson  of  patience.  " 

.  The  Judge  points  out,  with  much  ability  and 
discernment,  the  serious  evils,  the  delav  and 
expense,  in  the  practice  of  referring  causes  for 
trial. 

"  References,"  he  says,  "  are  very  expen^^i^e.  and  the 
expense  falls  on  the  defeated  party.  They  are  always  pro- 
tracted, because  the  conveiiiiMicc  of  two  or  more  of  the 
counsL-1  and  ot  the  referee  must  l)e  cunsuited,  and  because 
the  retc-rce  caiinut  exercise  that  power  of  compelling  prompt- 
ness which  can  be  exercised  by  the  Court.    Thus  a  trial, 

*i\Iarston  vs.  Sweet,  66  N.  Y.,  206,  and  S.  C.  82  N.  Y. ,  526;  Urqu- 
hart  Vb.  Ogdensburgli,  91  N.  Y. 


j  which  before  a  court  or  jury  might  be  finished  in  a  few 
I   days,  will  be  before  a  referee  tor  months,  by  rea.-on  of  short 

sessions  and  long  ad journnn-nt.  It  is  to  be  hojied  that 
■   since  the  recent  increase  in  the  number  of  judges,  there  will 

be  a  return  to  that  ])ractice  when  nothing  was  rel'erred, 
I  except  long  accounts.  *  *  *  It  is  certainly  the  duty  of 
j   the  State  to  provide  a  sufficient  number  of  Uuiges  ;  so  tiiat, 

if  they  do  their  duty  faithfully,  there  should  lie  no  delay  in 

reaching  a  cause  soon  after  it  is  ready  for  trial." 

On  the  27th  of  iMay,  1855,  Judge  Learned  was 
united  by  marriage  to  Phebe  Rowland  IMarvin, 
I   daughter  of  Ale.xander  Marvin,   a  distingui^hed 
]  merchant  of  Albany.     This   accomplished  and 
i  higlily  esteemed  lady  died  ]kLirch  31,  1864,  leav- 
I  ing  three  daughters.    On  January  15,  1868,  Mr. 
Learned  was  married  to  Kalherine  S. ,  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Clinton  DeWitt,  one  of  the  most 
accomplished  members  of  the  New  York  City 
Bar,   whose  e.xalted  career   had   been  suddenly 
terminated  while  yet  in  early  manhood.     In  1S78 
:  Yale  College  conferred  upon  Judge  Learned  the 
degree  of  LL.  D. 

As  we  have  said.  Judge  Learned  was  elected  for 
the  long  term  of  fourteen  years.  As  this  term  was 
to  terminate  with  the  expiration  of  18S4,  he  was 
nominated  by  the  Democrats  of  the  Third  Judicial 
District  as  their  candidate  for  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  for  that  district.  He  was 
elected,  and  in  January.  1SS5,  entered  upon  the 
discharge  of  his  judicial  duties  with  the  experience 
of  over  fourteen  years  ot  arduous  labors  on  the 
j  bench. 

I      His  appointment  as  presiding  Justice  of  the 
i  Fourth  Department  removed  him  from  the  circuit, 
j  or  Xisi Pn'iis,  the  duties  of  which,  as  we  have  seen, 
I  he  discharged  with  singular  ability.    It  was  his  for- 
tune while  presiding  as  a  Circuit  Judge  to  try 
j  several  exceedingly  important  criminal  cases.  So 
important  were  some  of  them  that  they  attracted 
[  the  attention  of  the  press  and  the  public  throughout 
j  the  nation.    Space  will  not  permit  any  de.scription 
ot  these  cases,  but  our  work  would  not  be  complete 
without  some  reference  to  two  of  them,  one  The 
People  V.  Locveuslein,  tlie  other  The  People  v.  Filkins. 
tor  the  robbing  of  an  express  car  near  Albany  on 
the  6th  of  January,  1871. 

The  questions  of  fact  involved  in  these  cases 
were  most  remarkable,  remotely  connected,  some 
of  them  obscure  and  apparently  unimportant,  vet 
I  when  cleared  of  obscurity,  clearly  developed  and 
1  fairly  connected,  formed  a  chain  of  evidence  oi 
such  unerring  certainty  that  they  resulted  in  the 
conviction  of  both  Lowenstein  and  Filkins.  .V 
brief  reference  to  the  cases  of  Filkins  and  Lowen- 
stein belong  appropriately  to  this  biography  : 

On  the  6th  of  June.  1 87 1.  Thomas  A.  Halpine,  a  messen- 
I   ger  for  the  .Vmerican  Express  Company,  got  into  his  car  at 
I   Albany  twenty-five  minutes  past  five,  I'.  M.,  in  the  rear  of 
the  express  office.    The  car  was  drawn  by  an  engine  to  '.lie 
bridge,  now  known  as  the  I'pper  Bridge ;  a  train  came 
!   over,  to  which  the  car  was  attached.    Its  doors  were  ajar  a 
I   few  inches  ;  the  safe  was  locked  and  the  key  in  Halpine"5 
pccket.    A  few  moments  after  the  car  started  a  man  sprang 
I    in,  shut  the  door  through  which  he  entered,  iumjied  over 
and  =hut  the  other  door.  After  a  few  words  passcti  between 
the  men,  the  stranger  presented  a  pistol  and  shot  Haljiine 
through  the  neck.     He  fell,  and  tlie  >hot  was  repeated. 
This  shot  entered  under  Halpine's  right  eye  ;  the  shot  was 
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again  repeated,  takiiis;  elTcct  near  ihe  rii^ht  t-ar.  The  victim 
was  inicii-ibic,  and  a].parently  dead.  Wheii  tlie  car 
reached  the  Clrten  street  itatimi  llalpine  recovered  sutfieient 
consciousne-i  to  recall  what  had  taken  place.  The  car  liad 
stopped.  l!y  a  ■;tron'^-  etiurt  he  reached  the  door,  faint  and 
bleeding.  Me  called  for  assistance,  \vhich  resulted  in  his 
bcin^  taken  froni  the  car.  An  examination  ot  the  safe 
showed  it  hatl  been  unlocked  and  a  large  sum  of  money 
taken  therefrom.  The  key  bad  l^een  taken  from  the  pockel 
of  Halpinc,  and  with  it  the  sate  was  unlocked.  The 
circumstances  created  great  excitement,  and  for  a  time  the 
affair  was  wrappef  in  mystery.  At  length  suspicion  began 
to  attach  itself  to  John  A.  f  'ilkins  so  far  as  the  Express  Com- 
pany was  concerned.  On  learning  this  he  fled  to  Canada, 
but  was  followed  and  arrested,  indicted  and  brought  to 
trial. 

\A"hp.t  most  eiTdM'T.-' j-'^f^  the  pro-ecuti^r  was  the  fnct  thit 
Filkins  bore  a  good  reputation,  and  on  the  trial  he  proved 
that  at  about  the  time  the  crime  was  committed  he  was  at  his 
home  far  up  the  hill  on  one  ot  the  streets  of  the  city.  It  was 
difficult  to  believe  he  could  have  crossed  the  river  and 
reached  his  home  in  so  'short  a  time.  But  his  pistol  was 
found  near  the  spot  where  the  crime  was  committed,  by  a 
boy,  aiid  Halpine  positively  identified  him  as  the  robber  who 
had  assailed  him.  There  were  many  other  facts  in  the  case, 
on  both  sides,  rendering  it,  as  we  have  said,  one  of  great 
difficulty  and  interest. 

The  prosecution  of  Filkins  ^vas  conducted  with 
great  skill  and  vigor  by  that  distinguished  lawyer, 
Hon.  Rufus  W.  Peckharn,  then  District  Attorney, 
and  now  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  He  was 
aided  by  William  J.  Hadlev,  whose  opening  ad- 
dress was  most  clear  and  forcible.  Hon.  Is\  C. 
Moak,  so  well  known  for  his  thorough  research 
and  unwearying  abilit}-,  was  counsel  for  the  pris- 
oner. 

The  charge  of  Judge  Learned  to  the  jury  is  re- 
membered as  one  of  great  ability  and  fairness. 
With  exact  analy,sis  he  went  through  the  conflict- 
ing evidence,  disentangling  the  material  from  the 
immaterial,  and  presenting  it  clear  and  direct  to  the 
jury,  who,  after  due  deliberation,  returned  a  ver- 
dict of  guilty,  and  Filkins  was  sentenced  to  States 
Prison  at  Clinton  for  a  term  of  twenty  years.  He 
had  not  been  there  long  when  he  made  his  escape, 
and  has  never  since  been  heard  from. 

It  was  never  known  by  the  public  how  much 
money  was  taken  from  the  safe,  but  it  was  sufficient 
to  induce  the  company  to  offer  a  reward  of  $5,000 
for  the  apprehension  and  conviction  of  the  robbers. 

The  Lowenstein  case,  like  the  Filkins  case,  was 
one  of  great  importance. 

At  this  time  Hon.  N.  C.  IMoak  was  District  At- 
torney, and  he  conducted  the  case  for  the  people 
with  masterly  ability,  and  Hon.  D.  Cady  Herrick, 
who  has  since  filled  admirably  the  office  of  District 
Attorney,  was  counsel  for  Lowenstein. 

On  August  7,  1S73,  a  man  happened  to  take  a  short  cut 
in  crossing  from  the  turnpike  over  the  farni  of  one  Jones. 
On  leaching  a  fence  that  crossed  his  course,  he  discovered 
in  a  hollow,  or  basin  in  the  ground,  a  man  apparently 
asleep,  but  on  atteu'.pting  to  awaken  him  he  was  startled  to 
find  that  he  was  dead.  His  throat  was  cut  and  he  had  been 
shot  in  the  head,  and  there  were  nine  bullet  hnies  in  dilfer- 
ent  parts  of  his  body. 

In  his  pocket  was  found  a  card  of  Theodore  Grunewald, 
barber  and  hair-dresser,  35  Atlantic  sti-eet,  South  Brook- 
lyn. 

On  inquiring  of  Grunewald  it  was  learned  that  he  did 
not  know  the  deceased  ;  but  it  was  learned  that  a  former 
workman  of  his  had  left  his  shop  early  m  the  morning  and 
taken  his  wages  and  other  implements  with  him.    On  going 


I  to  his  residence  it  was  learnd  that  his  name  was  Luwen.>tein, 
1  and  that  he  lived  in  the  house  ot  John  D.  Weston,  who  an- 
I   swered  the  description  of  the  deceased. 

i  Weston  had  recently  drawn  four  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
i  lars  tVom  the  bank,  and,  on  the  morning  of  August  5,  got  up 
I  between  four  and  five,  went  away  and  was  never  afterward 
!  seen,  except  that  he  took  the  Harlem  train  at  nine  A.  M., 
which  reached  AUiany  at  five  P.  M. 

Lowenstein  was  absent  from  home  on  August  5,  but  re- 
turned about  nine  A.  M.,  the  Cth,  saying  he  had  been  to  Phil- 
I   adelphia.    Though  a  man  of  small  means,  he  soon  had 
I   plenty  of  money,  purchasing  a  barber  shop  and  paying  for 
it  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  futy  dollars. 

For  some  reason,  on  the  ilth  of  .(ugust,  he  hurriedly  fled 
and  went  to  St.  Catherines,  Canada,  but  not  till  several  cir- 
1   cumstances  were  discovered  pointing  so  strongly  to  his  guilt 
!   that  warr'^nts  for  bis  arrest  were  issued,  with  which  he  was 
I   followed  to  St.  Catherines,  arrested,  brought  to  Albany  and 
committed  to  jail. 

Near  where  Weston's  body  was  found,  on  the  lower  board 
of  the  fence,  a  razor  marked  L.  VII.  When  Low- 
enstein was  arrested  there,  was  found  in  his  possession 
i  a  set  of  razors  similarly  marked  and  numbered  from  I.  up- 
ward to  VI.;  it  was  proven  that  he  had  given  away  one 
similar  to  the  others,  and  marked  L.  VIIL 

The  account  he  gave  of  himself  on  the  trial  was,  that  he 
had  lieen  to  Philadelphia,  and  was  there  when  the  murder 
was  committed  ;  that  he  went  to  obtain  a  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  in  money  which  he  had  previously 
hidden  in  a  hole  in  the  wall  of  Moyamensing  prison.  The 
point  most  emban-assing  to  the  prosecution  was,  that  Low- 
enstein was  away  only  the  ;th  of  August,  returning 
at  nine  A.  IVf.  of  the  6th,  while  Weston  must  have  been 
killed  the  night  of  the  5th,  a  fcv  miles  west  of  Albany,  not 
far  from  the  Central  Railroad  track. 

On  the  trial  Lowenstein  produced  a  very  respectable 
woman,  a  resident  of  Philadelphia,  who  swore  positively 
that  she  saw  him  in  Philadelphia  on  the  5th,  having  con- 
versed with  him  on  the  occasion.  When  Lowenstein  fled  to 
Canada,  for  some  reason,  he  went  by  way  of  Philadelphia, 
and  it  was  contended  by  the  prosecution  that  the  woman 
was  mistaken  in  the  time  of  meeting  Lowenstein. 

The  trial  began  January  2S,  1S74,  and  was,  perhaps,  one 
of  the  most  protracted  of  any  criminal  case  ever  tried  in  Al- 
bany. It  was  one  of  those  ditficult  cases  of  fact  and  law  ex- 
tremely exhausting  to  the  Court,  but  the  well-balanced 
mind,  judicial  fairness  and  learning  of  Judge  Learned  en- 
abled him  to  preside  with  great  success.  Like  his  charge  to 
the  jury  in  the  Filkins  case,  his  charge  was  a  model  of 
judicial  ability.    Lowenstein  was  convicted  and  executed. 

"  Of  Judge  Learned's  eminent  abilities  as  a  jurist 
or  judicial  officer,  of  his  superior  qualities  of  mind 
and  character,  and,  of  course,  of  usefulness,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  speak  here  :  to  do  so  would  be  but 
the  work  of  supererogation  ;  suffice  it  to  say,  he 
has  left  the  intpress  of  his  large  abilities  and  e.\- 
tended  learning  upon  the  history  of  the  State." 
The  numerous  opinions  which  he  has  delivered 
enrich  the  learning  of  our  reports  from  the  3d  of 
Hun  down  to  the  present  time.  Distingui^hed 
and  useful  as  has  been  his  public  life,  his  life  as  a 
citizen  is  in  every  way  in  harmony  with  his  public 
life,  and  therefore  it  is  no  affectation  to  say  he  oc- 
cupies an  exalted  position  among  the  people  of  the 
Capital  City. 

Whatever  tends  to  the  advancement  of  its  public 
interests,  to  the  promotion  of  religion,  of  educa- 
tion and  the  proper  embellishment  of  the  city,  has 
always  found  in  Judge  Learned  an  ardent,  able 
and  successful  advocate.  He  is  now  President  of 
the  Albany  Female  Academy  and  of  the  Albany 
Law  School,  and  for  many  years  has  been  one  of 
the  trustees  of  those  two  corporations  and  of  the 
Albany  Academy. 
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MATTHEW'  HALE. 

The  records  of  the  courts  of  the  S^t;\te  of  New- 
York  bear  ample  evidence  ol'  the  high  ahiUties  and 
successful  career  of  the  di^tinguislled  lawyer  whose 
name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  chapter,  and  whose 
life  we  arc  now  to  brielly  trace.  His  is  a  life  and 
career  which  it  is  a  pleasure  to  record;  though  it 
may  contain  no  striking  events,  no  sensational 
vicissitudes,  it  still  contains  very  much  of  interest  to 
the  scholar,  the  jurist  and  the  lawyer.  It  is  replete 
with  those  incidents  in  the  life  of  all  criminal  law- 
yers which  attract  to  it  the  interest  of  all  intelligent 
classes. 

]\Iatthew"  Hale  was  born  at  Chelsea,  Vt. ,  June 
20,  1839.  His  fother  was  Harry  Hale,  Esq.,  a 
descendant  of  Thomas  Hale,  who  came  to  New- 
bury, Mass.,  in  1638,  This  Hale  was  the  son 
of  an  English  yeoman  from  Hertfordshire,  Eng- 
land. 

Matthew  Hale's  mother  was  Lucinda  Eddy,  a 
descendant  of  Miles  Slandish  and  of  John  Alden, 
the  son  of  Miles  Standish  having  married  the 
daughter  of  John  Alden  and  Priscilla,  his  wife. 

After  a  careful  preparatory  training,  young  Hale 
entered  the  University  of  Vermont  at  Burlington. 
At  college  he  excelled,  especially  in  languages, 
standing  first  in  his  class  in  this  department,  and 
was  a  i'avorite  with  his  class  and  with  the 
faculty.  He  was  graduated  in  1S51.  In  1S54  he 
delivered  the  Master's  Oration.  In  i'^^''^^  the  Col- 
lege conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  LL.  D. 

Having  chosen  the  legal  profession  for  his  future 
occupation,  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  Kellogg  &  Hale,  at  Elizabethtown,  Essex 
County,  N.  Y.  The  senior  member  of  this  firm 
was  the  Hon.  Orlando  Kellogg,  and  the  junior 
member  the  late  Hon.  Robert  S.  Hale,  an  older 
brother  of  ]\Iatthew,  who  served  two  terms  in  Con- 
gress with  distinction,  and  was  for  many  years  prior 
to  his  death  in  1881  a  Regent  of  the  University. 

In  1853  I\Ir.  Hale  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  the 
General  Term  held  at  Salem,  N.  Y.  He  chose  Pough- 
keepsie,  N.  Y. ,  as  his  first  field  of  professional 
labor,  practicing  there  from  1853  to  1859.  His 
first  law  partner  was  his  brother,  Henry  Hale,  now^ 
at  St.  Paul,  ]\Iinn.  After  the  dissolution  of  this 
firm  by  the  removal  of  his  brother  to  the  West  he 
formed  a  business  relation  with  Gen.  .V.  B.  Smith, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Ha/e  fir  Sm/'///.  In  18^9 
Mr.  Hale  removed  to  New  York  City,  and  became 
the  law  partner  of  the  late  Lot  C.  Clark,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Clark  &  Hale.  This  firm  was  suc- 
cessful, gaining  remunerative  practice  and  taking 
a.  respectable  position  in  the  city  and  in  Richmond 
County,  where  it  had  the  leading  business.  It 
continued  until  1S63,  when  Mr.  Hale  removed  to 
Elizabethtown,  N.  Y.  Here  he  became  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Hand  cjf  Hale,  consisting  of  the  late 
Hon.  A.  C.  Hand,  his  father-in-law,  R.  L.  Hantl, 
Esq.,  and  himself.  The  senior  member  of  the  firm, 
A.  C.  Hand,  had  been  one  of  the  lirst  Justices  of 
the  Supreme  Court  elected  under  tiie  Constitution 
of  1846.  This  firm  was  distinguished  for  the 
varied  ability  which  its  members  brought  to  its 


I 

large  practice,  and  it  obtained  an  extended  rcputa- 
j  tion. 

i  After  the  death  of  ?»Ir.  Caager,  which  occurred 
I  in  the  summer  of  1868,  by  which  the  firm  of  Cag- 
!  ger  ct  fland  was  dissolved.  Mr.  Hale  decided  to 

remove  to  Albany,  and  he  has  here  resided  since 

that  time. 

On  his  removal  to  Albany  he  became  the  law 
partner  of  Hon.  Samuel  Hand.  He  continued 
his  relations  with  judge  Hand  until  1881,  though 
during  tliis  time  there  were  several  changes  in  the 
firm.  It  was  for  a  time  Hand,  Haleifc  Swartz,  and 
Hand,  Hale,  Swartz  Eairchild,  afterward 
Hand,  Hale  &  Bulkley.  These  firms  succeetled 
to  the  business  of  Hill,  Cagger  &  Porter  and  Cag- 
ger  &  Lland,  and  acquiring  many  new  clients,  had 
an  extensive  practice  in  the  State  and  Eederal 
Courts. 

Since  iSSi  Mr.  Hale  has  been  in  partnership 
with  Mr.  A.  T.  Bulkley,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Hale  &  Bulkley.  We  have  thus  given  the  various 
business  relations  of  Mr,  Hale  since  he  commenced 
his  practice. 

It  has  been  ]Mr.  Hale's  fortune  during  his  prac- 
I  tice  to  conduct,  as  counsel,  a  large  number  of 
cases    in   the   Federal  and  State  Courts,  which 
may  well   be  tenned   ''heavy   causes,''  exceed- 
!  ingly  interesting  not  only  to   the   legal  profes- 
i  sion  but  to  the  public.    The  following  important 
cases  in  which  he  was  counsel  will  give  the  reader 
some  knowledge  of  the  magnitude  of  his  business 
as  an  advocate  and  counselor  : 

He  appeared  for  the  Ramsey  Board  of  Directors 
i  in  the  great  legal  contest  with  Fisk  and  Gould  for 
i  the  control  of  the  Albany  and  Susquehanna  R.  R. 
'  Company  in  1S69  and  1870.  This- is  one  which 
!  may  be  called  an  historic  case,  summoning  the 
j  ablest  lawyers  in  the  State  to  it.  ]\Ir.  Hale's  asso- 
;  ciates  in  the  case  were  Judge  W.  F.  Allen,  A.  J. 
j  Vanderpoel,  Geo.  F.  Danforth  and  Henry  Smith, 
i  Among  the  opposing  counsel  were  David  Dudley 
I  Field,  Williain  C.  Barrett  and  Hon.  A.  J.  Parker, 
j  Although  not  seeking  employment  in  criminal 
\  cases,  ]Mr.  Hale  has  been  engaged  in  many  import^uu 
I  criminal  trials.  He  was  associated  with  Hon.  Wm. 
j  A.  Beach  for  the  prosecution  in  the  trial  in  Saratoga 
j  County  of  Wm.  Witbeck  for  the  murder  of  Millard 
Grigg-.,  a  deputy  sheriff,  in  the  execution  of  a  writ  of 
possession  in  one  of  the  anti-rent  cases  :  and  has 
1  successfully  defended  many  cases  for  murder  and 
other  offenses  in  the  State  and  United  States 
Courts,  the  last  being  the  defense  of  Levi  ^tcCauley, 
;  who  was  acquitted  of  the  murder  of  his  wife,  at  the 

Essex  Oyer  and  Terminer,  in  June,  18S4. 
!  Few  cases  created  more  public  interest  than  the 
'  proceedings  brought  by  the  English  stock  owners 
'  of  the  Erie  Railway  Company  in  1872  to  ol)tain 
the  control  of  that  corporation.  In  this  contest 
!  Mr.  Hale  appeared  for  the  English  stockholders, 
j  He  was  also  engaged  in  the  Mayoralty  suit  be- 
!  twcen  Messrs.  Judson  anil  Thacher,  in  1872  :  for 
I  the  People  in  the  Canal  suits  instituted  by  Gov. 

Tilden  ;  in  the  trial  before  the  Senate  of  John  F. 
i  Smith  ;  in  a  large  number  of  cases  brought  against 
1  the  N.  Y.  C.  and  H.  R.  R.  R.  companies,  tried  at 
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the  Albany  Circuit.  He  was  counsel  for  the  Albany 
National  Exchange  Bank  in  what  were  known  as 
The  Bank  Tax  discs,  in  one  of  which  he  obtained 
a  decision  in  the  Sujireme  Court,  holding  that  the 
State  law  taxing  shareholders  in  National  Banks 
was,  to  some  extent,  unconstitutional.  He  was 
counsel  associated  with  Gen.  Wayne  Swaync,  of 
New  York,  for  the  Western  Union  and  other  tele- 
graph companies  in  the  suits  brought  by  the  At- 
torney-General to  recover  taxes  of  these  corpora- 
tions under  the  laws  of  iSSi. 

In  the  investigation  of  the  charges  against.  John 
F.  Sm}th,  before  tlie  Senate,  in  1S77,  ?.Ir.  Halo  ^ij-- 
peared  as  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  people.  This 
case  began  March  7,  and  continued  several  weeks. 
Its  proceedings  occupy  about  550  pages.  ?ilr. 
Smyth  was  Superintendent  of  the  Insurance  De- 
partment, and  was  tried  before  the  Senate  for  de- 
liberately and  wantonly  violating  the  law  known 
as  chapter  593  of  the  laws  ot  1873.  Hale 
appeared,  as  we  have  said,  for  the  people  ;  his 
closing  argument,  or  summing  up,  was  an  effort 
of  extraordinary  ability  and  learning.  It  was 
listened  to  with  .profound  interest,  and  gained  for 
its  author  the  apjirobation  of  the  public.  Smyth 
was  acquitted  of  the  charge  against  him  by  the 
Senate  by  a  vote  of  nineteen  to  twelve. 

The  argument  of  Mr.  Hale  in  the  case  of  the 
Supervisors  nf  the  County  of  Albany,  plaintiffs  in 
error,  vs.  Edivard  N.  Slanlcy,  in  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court,  largely  increased  his  reputation  as 
a  lawyer  before  tire  Court  in  Banc. 

It  is  impossible  to  read  ^Ir.  Hale's  argument  in 
this  case  without  being  impressed  with  the  precision 
and  clearness  with  which  he  presented  the  real 
points  in  issue,  or,  to  use  the  language  of  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Miller  to  Mr.  Hale  during  the  argument,  ''the 
manner  in  which  he  came  to  the  very  marrow  of 
the  case."  He  conducted  the  argument  with  the 
calm  confidence  of  one  who  felt  that  he  could  rely 
upon  himself  in  any  emergency.  When  replving  to 
the  authorities  brought  by  his  antagonists,  he  ex- 
hibited great  skill  and  the  nicest  discrimination, 
destroying  in  a  few  words  their  position. 

In  1884  Mr.  Hale  was  appointed  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Appraisement  of  the  lands  proposed 
to  be  taken  for  a  Park,  or  State  Reservation,  at 
Niagara  Falls,  and  wrote  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
missioners in  the  case. 

Like  most  lawyers,  Mr.  Hale  has  participated  to 
some  extent  in  the  politics  of  his  times.  He  eariv 
gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party,  but  always  maintained  that  independence  of 
thought  and  action  through  which  he  exerted  his 
honest  convictions  in  regard  to  men  and  partv 
measures,  never  permitting  his  conscience  to  be 
governed  by  party  supremacy.  He  supported  all 
the  Rciiublican  candidates  ior  President,  excej'ting 
Mr.  Blaine. 

On  October  8,  1884,  Mr.  Hale  addressed  a  let- 
ter to  Grange  Sard,  Esij.,  which  was  read  at  a  mass 
meeting  in  Albany,  on  that  day,  giving  in  an  able, 
thoughtful  and  scholarly  manner  his  reason  fur 
supporting  Mr.  Clevelantl  instead  of  Blaine.  "  For 
myself, "  he  said  among  other  things,  "  after  long 


j  deliberation,  and  with  great  reluctance,  I  have 
I  come  to  the  conclusion  that  -\Ir.  Blaine  is  un- 
worthy of  su[)i)ort.  With  great  reluctance,  because, 
j  having  given  my  first  vote  at  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion for  Gen.  Fremont  in  1S56,  and  having  voted 
for  every  Re])ul)lican  candidate  for  that  great  office 
I  since,  I  woulil  much  prefer  to  continue  to  support 
i  the  party  of  my  first  choice  ;  because  1  thoroughly 
I  appreciate  the  traits  which  make  Mr.  Blaine  so  at- 
I  tractive  and  agreeable  to  those  who  know  him 
I  socially;  because,  from  education,  from  association, 
'  from  conviction,  and,  perhaps,  somewhat  from 
j  prcjudiLC,  I  am  not  an  admirer  of  the  Democratic 
j  party."  He  then  gives  the  reasons  for  refusing  to 
'  support  Mr.  Blaine. 

I  It  is  not  our  province  to  analyze  diose  reasons; 
'  but  it  is  proper  for  us  to  say  that  they  bear  the  im- 
!  press  of  thoughtful  candor,  of  careful  consideration, 
and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  the  bearings  and 
details  of  his  subject.  His  letter  was  published  in 
many  of  the  Democratic  and  Independent  journals 
throughout  the  nation,  and  was  a  valuable  cam- 
paign document  for  Mr.  Cleveland. 

In  1880,  when  it  became  apparent  that  Gen. 
Grant  was  to  be  urged  by  a  portion  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  for  a  third-term  nomination  for  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  Hale  was  one  of  the  first  to  declare 
against  the  nomination.  On  January  3,  18S0,  a 
very  large  meeting  of  the  Republican  citizens  of 
Albany  convened  at  [Martin  Hall,  in  that  city,  and, 
after  a  full  exchange  of  views  in  relation  to  the 
President  for  the  next  term,  it  was  unanimously 
resolved  that  the  nomination  of  any  man  for  the 
third  term  for  the  Presidency  was  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  our  Federal  Union,  and  a  resolution  was 
adopted  to  form  a  club  opposed  to  any  man  for  a 
third  term.  At  a  public  meeting  held  in  the  same 
j  hall  on  January  7,  18S0,  the  committee  on  officers, 
appointed  at  a  previous  meeting,  reported  the  name 
of  Hon.  Matthew  Hale  as  president  of  the  club. 
On  receiving  notice  of  this  appointment,  r^Ir.  Hale 
signified  his  acceptance  in  a  letter  in  which  his 
i  views  of  the  third-term  question  were  forcibly  and 
eloquently  set  forth.  On  Monday  evening,  April 
26,  ^Ir.  Hale  delivered  a  lecture  on  the  Cnndilions 
and  Limits  0/ Party  Fealty,  in  Steinway  Hall,  in  the 
City  of  New  York.  The  significant  title  of  this 
lecture,  and  the  ability  of  the  lecturer,  drew  an  im- 
mense audience.  It  began  with  a  brief  history  of 
parties  in  America,  tracing  it  down  to  the  origin  of  the 
j  Republican  party  and  to  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
I  then  considered  the  party  platform  since  the  war, 
!  taking  up  the  electoral  system  and  its  design,  as 
I  explained  by  Hamilton,  and  why  this  design  was 
not  fulfilled.  He  then  reviewed  the  {)lan  of  Ben- 
ton and  Sumner;  the  abandonment  of  the  caucus 
system,  and  its  causes.  In  connection  with  this, 
he  directed  the  attention  of  his  audience  to  the 
Presidential  election  of  1824,  in  which  Wm.  H. 
Crav  furd  was  nominateil  for  President  by  the 
Democratic  caucu.s.  He  showed  that  prior  to 
this  time  Congressional  caucuses  had  selected  the 
candidate  already  designated  by  popular  expecta- 
tion; but  in  1824  the  caucus  candidate  turned  out 
to  be  the  t:liird  on  the  list.    Andrew  Jackson  and 
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John  Q.  Adnms  each  received  more  electoral  votes 
than  Crawford,  none  of  the  candidiitcs  havinij;  a 
majority,  and  the  election  was  thrown  into  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and,  b}'  a  combination 
between  the  friends  of  John  Qmncy  Adams  and 
Henr}-  Clay,  the  former  was  elected  President; 
the  first  and  only  case,  up  to  this  ume,  in  which 
a  President  lunl  been  ULiminaled  by  the  Hcmse  of 
Representatives.  ]Mr.  Hale  then  gave  the  origin 
of  the  National  Convention  svstem,  and  how  ma- 
chines control  these  conventions,  and  considered 
how  resistance  to  these  machines  became  a  duty,  to 
suppress  jvarty  despotism.  We  have  onlv  time  to 
glance  at  this  important  party  document,  so  poten- 
tial in  arousing  that  independent  spirit  in  politics, 
which  it  is  believed  will  eventually  result  in  the 
overthrow  of  that  despotic  party  leadership,  the 
bane  of  our  political  institutions. 

Though  Mr.  Hale  has  never,  in  any  sense, 
sought  otlice,  yet  he  has  consented  in  two  instances 
to  accept  the  nomination  for  honorable  official  po- 
sitions, lie  was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  Consti- 
tutional Convention  which  assembled  at  Albany 
June  4,  1867,  and  adjourned  sine  die  Februarv  28, 
1 868;  but  an  adjournment  from  September  24  to 
November  12,  1867,  had  been  agreed  to  by  the 
convention. 

Mr.  Plale  represented  the  Sixteenth  Senatorial  Dis- 
trict. His  high  rank  as  a  lawyer,  and  his  scholarly 
attainments  and  practical  oratorical  powers,  gave 
him  a  h-'gh  r..-.?'ti.-.n  ':-  c >"t;--n.  TT;^  ^.m? 
on  the  Judiciary  Committee,  of  which  Hon.  Chas. 
J.  Folger  was  chairman.  The  other  members 
were:  \Vm.  M.  Evarts,  Chas.  Andrews — now  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  Amasa  J.  Parker.  P>ancis  Ker- 
nan,  George  F.  Comstock,  and  other  distinguished 
lawyers.  It  is  a  signiticant  fact  that  ]Mr.  Hale  was 
put  in  nomination  as  a  delegate  to  the  convention 
by  both  political  parties.  In  November,  1867,  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  serving  in  1868-9. 
Here  again,  in  the  Senate,  Mr.  Hale's  abilities  were 
liberally  recognized.  Though  he  did  not  often 
claim  the  attention  of  the  Senate  as  a  speaker, 
when  he  did,  he  was  listened  to  with  profountl  at- 
tention, and  his  speeches  were  always  considered 
weighty  and  cogent.  Pie  was  a  member  of  the  ju- 
diciary Committee.  The  severe  and  constant  la- 
bors of  Mr.  Plale,  as  a  member  of  this  committee, 
have  left  their  impress  upon  the  record  of  its  pro- 
ceedings. 

After  his  removal  to  Albany,  ]Mr.  Hale,  in  1871, 
received  the  nomination  of  the  Republicans  for  the 
Assembly,  but  decHned  to  accept  it.  In  1883  he 
received  the  Republican  nomination  for  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Third  Judicial  District, 
but  was  defeated  by  Hon.  Rufus  W.  Peckham, 
though  he  was  far  ahead  of  his  ticket  in  this  strong 
Democratic  district. 

Mr.  Hale's  ability  as  a  writer  is  generallv  ac- 
knowledged; he  always  throws  a  strong  light  upon 
his  suliject,  and  never  loses  sight  of  the  substance 
of  it  in  the  style.  Though  he  seldom  indulges  in 
flights  of  fancy,  or  excursions  of  the  imagination, 
he  unites  the  two  extremes  of  refinement  anil 
strength.    We  have  already  alluded  I'o  some  of  liis 


written  productions.  A  paper,  submittetl  by  him 
to  the  State  Bar  Association,  at  its  annual  meeting, 
Noveniber  16,  \%%o,  on  Illegal  ami  Erroncuu^i  'J'ax- 
alioii  and  lis  Rcmcdie.'^,  read  with  marked  in- 
terest throughout  the  State.  In  considering  this 
I  important  subject,  he  has  examined  with  the 
most  critical  care  all  the  cases  adjudicated  in 
our  courts — and  there  are  very  many  touching  the 
question  of  taxation  and  of  assessnients.  It  is, 
tlierefore,  full  of  instruction,  not  only  to  the  lawyer 
and  lavman,  but  of  great  value  to  town  otiicers, 
especialb'  assessors,  supervisors  and  collectors. 
Perha]xs  no  matter  has  been  brought  before  the  Bar 
Association  more  interesting  or  more  profitable 
than  this  paper. 

In  April,  1880,  there  appeared  in  the  Xa/ional 
Quarlerlv  Rcvuyiv  a  very  elaborately  ^^Tilten  article 
on  the  third-term  question  from  the  pen  of  Mr. 
Hale.  We  have  alluded  to  some  of  his  other 
efforts  on  this  question,  but  the  article  now 
under  consideration  was  a  far  more  exhaust- 
ive review  of  the  whole  case  than  any  of 
the  productions  of  other  writers  on  this  subject. 
Aside  from  the  beauty  of  its  diction,  the  perspicuity 
and  erudition  of  his  reasoning  gave  the  article 
great  popularity,  and  added  largely  to  the  numbers 
of  those  who  opposed  the  third  Presidential  term. 
There  is  that  about  it  which  gives  it  perpetuity, 
and  it  will  long  exist  a  powerful  and  unanswerable 
argument  against  a  third  election  of  candidates  to 
the  Presidential  chair. 

Harpers  Weekly  for  April  4,  1885,  contains  a 
verv  able  ardcle  from  the  pen  of  ^Ir.  Hale,  entitled 
"The  Lessons  of  the  Elections  of  1884,"  which 
has  been  read  with  marked  interest. 

Speaking  of  the  allegiance  of  the  people  to  party 
rule  and  discipline,  he  says:  "There  are  a  few  ob- 
vious lessons  taught  by  the  election  of  1884 — 
obvious,  but  still  liable  to  be  overlooked.  The 
first,  and  perhaps  the  most  important,  is.  that 
party  discipline  can  no  longer  be  relied  on  to  carry 
a  Presidential  election.  r^Ien  have  ceased  to  re- 
gard the  support  of  party  nominations  as  a  sacred 
duty.  Thev  refuse  blindly  to  obey  the  dictates  of 
j  partv  conventions.  They  will  even  vote  for  the 
candidate  of  the  party  to  which  they  have  always 
been  opposed,  if  they  believe  the  good  of  the 
country  will  be  thus  promoted.  " 

Mr.  Hale  proves  that  the  election  of  Mr.  Cleve- 
land in  1884  was  effected  by  men  who  were  really 
opposed  to  the  Democratic  party,  believing  they 
could  best  serve  their  country  by  voting  against 
their  party. 

He  has  always  occupied   a   high  rank   as  a 
citizen  of  Albanv.    Few  are  more  respected;  few 
carrv  into  society  more  of  those  attributes  which 
!  render  it  attractive  than  he.     He  has  been  tor 
I  many  years  a  trustee  oi  the  .\lbany  Savings  Bank. 
!  one  of  the  oldest,  largest  and  most  conservative  of 
!  these  institutions  in  the  State.     He  has  been,  from 
its  foundation,   one  of  the  trustees  <:>f  the  Fort 
Orange  Club,  and  has  been  connected  with  varii^us 
other  social  and  charitable  organizations  in  Albanw 
:  As  a  conversationalist  lie  is  always  interesting,  and 
i  knows  how  to  blend  instruction  with  delight. 
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In  1856  he  was  married  to  ]Mi?s  Ellen,  daughter  | 
of  Hon.  A.  C.  Hand;  but  alter  eleven  \ears  of  I 
married  happiness  he  .suffered  a  deep  afllction  in 
her  deatii.  In  1S77  married  ^Mary,  daughter  of  j 
Col.  P'rancis  L.  Lee,  of  Boston,  ]\[ass.  His  home  | 
is  one  of  refinement  and  taste — a  happy  retreat  ; 
from  the  cares  and  turmoil  of  his  profession  and 
from  his  public  duties. 

NATHANIEL  C.  MOAK. 

Mr.  l\IoAK  occupies  so  high  a  position  at  the  Al- 
bany bar,  and  we  may  say  at  the  bar  of  the  State, 
that  th':"ir  hi-  tory  •■■-;t!\out  hi^  character  and  career 
would  be  wanting  in  much  that  would  be  interest- 
ing and  instructive. 

The  life  and  career  of  one  who,  like  him,  has 
the  erudition  of  a  scholar,  is  accomplished  in  the 
learning  of  his  profession,  experienced  and  skillful 
in  the  contests  of  the  forum,  and  has  seen  life  and 
human  nature  only  as  such  lawyers  can  see  it,  must 
of  necessity  reveal  much  that  is  akin  to  the  romance 
of  real  life  reflected  from  every  phase  of  human 
character. 

This  renders  the  work  of  sketching  his  life,  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  we  trust,  one  of  interest 
and  of  instruction,  valuable  to  all  the  citizens  of 
Albany  and  Schenectady  Counties  and  the  general 
public. 

Nathaniel  Cleveland  ]Muak  was  born  at  Sharon, 
N.  Y.,  October  3,  1833.  His  father,  Jacob  M. 
]\Ioak,  v,a.'5  a  d^sceiiuaaL  01  tue  Albany  County  j 
Moaks,  and  his  mother.  Amy  Cleveland,  was  a  j 
daughter  of  Henry  Cleveland,  a  descendant  of  the  ! 
Clevelands,  of  Woburn,  Mass.  Jaci:>b  Moak,  the 
father  of  Nathaniel,  was  a  farmer,  who  at  an  early 
period  of  his  life  removed  to  Sharon,  and  followed 
his  occupation.  Like  all  farmers  at  that  compara- 
tively early  period,  his  means  were  too  limited  to  i 
give  his  son  any  large  advantages  for  an  education, 
though  the  mind  of  young  jNIoak  very  early  exhib- 
ited those  traits  which,  under  pn^per  instruction, 
develop  into  the  accomplishments  uf  the  scholar. 
Happily  he  possessed  the  qualities  of  industry  and 
unwearied  perseverance  in  whatever  he  undertook. 
These  directed  to  overcoming  the  obstacles  in  his 
way  to  an  education  resulted  in  success.  He  be- 
gan his  education  attending  the  common  schools  ; 
when  old  enough  to  labor  on  the  farm  he  could 
only  attend  school  during  the  winter  months  ;  but 
every  leisure  moment  opened  to  him  the  treasures 
of  knowledge,  for  books  were  his  constant  compan- 
ions. 

In  1S49,  at  the  age'  of  sixteen,  he  attended  two 
or   three   terms  at  the  Cherry  Valley  Academy, 
gaining  money  for  his  expenses  by  working  on  a 
farm.     From  1850  to  1851  he  attended  the  acade- 
my at  Cooperstown,  N.  Y. .  the  principal  of  which 
was  John  Leach..    Never  was  diere  a  more  ardent  j 
or  successful  student.     Very  rapidly  he  trod  the  | 
paths  of  literature  and  science.     U'liile  a  student  at  i 
Cooperstown  Academy  he  made  much  [iroliciency  j 
in  the  study  of  anatomy  and  physiolugy  in  the  | 
ofTice  of  Dr.  Fox.     The  know  ledge  he  attained  in 
these  branches  has  been  of  immense  advantage  to  j 


him  in  die  practice  of  his  profession  :  it  laid  the 
foundation  for  his  remarkable  practical  knowledge 
of  medical  jurisprudence. 

Young  Moak's  favorite  studies  were  mathemat- 
ics, the  sciences  and  the  English  classics  ;  of  these 
through  life  he  has  been  a  close  and  critical  stu- 
dent. He  particularly  admired  the  healthy  hon- 
esty and  manliness  developed  in  their  style,  senti- 
ment and  philosophy. 

In  the  winters  of  1S51-2  and  1S52-3  he  taught 
a  district  school.  The  benefit  he  derived  from  this 
occupation  was  of  great  value  to  him.  It  gave  his 
mind  a  peculiar  discipline  ;  it  taught  him  the  art 
of  self-government,  and  the  government  of  others  : 
the  school-room  to  him  was  a  fountain  of  learning. 
In  teaching  others  he  taught  himself,  and  thus,  like 
many  statesmen,  jurists,  divines  and  git'ted  men  in 
all  the  avocations  of  life,  he  learned  from  his  ex- 
perience as  a  teacher  that  which  was  of  inestimable 
value  to  him  in  after  life.  It  was  his  early  ambi- 
tion to  become  a  lawyer,  and  to  this  he  subordi- 
nated all  his  energy,  his  industry  and  his  study.  In 
the  autumn  of  1853  he  became  a  student  in  the 
law  office  of  James  E.  Dewey,  of  Cherry  Valley. 
He  commenced  his  studies  with  energy,  and  a  keen 
appreciation  and  love  of  the  science  of  jurispru- 
dence. He  soon  obtained  sufficient  knowledge  of 
the  law  to  begin  practice  in  justices'  courts. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  became  a  cham- 
pion in  these  courts,  and  his  services  as  a  coun- 
selor in  them  were  sought  for  far  and  near.  He 
frequently  met  lawwers  of  ability  and  standing,  al- 
though these  courts  were  then,  as  they  are  now,  a 
practicing  school  for  young  lawyers,  legal  skir- 
mish grounds  for  older  ones.  Flere  young  ]\Ioak 
met  every  variety  of  mind  and  ability  ;  here  he 
learned  to  gra[)ple  with  the  sharp  and  obtuse  ques- 
tions of  law  which  often  occur  in  these  Courts  : 
here  he  pracdced  the  rules  of  evidence,  and  learned 
to  examine  and  cross-examine  witnesses.  Thus 
he  accpured  that  confidence  in  himself  so  necessary 
in  a  young  law\'er. 

He  continued  his  studies  and  his  practice  in  jus- 
tices'courts  till  January,  1S56,  when  he  was  called 
to  the  Bar.  Fie  remained  in  the  office  of  ^Ir. 
Dewey  until  Nrivember  i.  1S59,  when  he  became 
the  law  partner  of  Judge  Edwin  Countryman,  then 
an  eminent  member  of  the  Otsego  Bar,  residing  at 
Cherry  Vallev,  and  now  a  leading  member  of  the 
Albanv  Bar,  in  partnership  with  Hon.  Amasa  J. 
Parker. 

Mr.  Moak  continued  in  partnership  with  Judge 
Countryman  until  January.  1862,  when  the  latter 
removed  to  Cooperstown.  Mr.  JNIoak  then  formed 
a  partnership  with  Edwin  Clark,  with  whom  he 
continued  till  September,  1S65.  The  Rebellion 
was,  during  that  period,  at  its  height.  Mr.  r^Ioak 
entered  heart  and  soul  into  the  cause  of  the  Union, 
while  ]Mr.  Clark  was  et[ually  patriotic.  As  it  was 
hardly  possible  for  both  partners  to  enter  the  Union 
army,  they  entered  into  an  agreement  that  one  of 
them  stiould  do  so;  tiiat  the  other  should  remain 
at  home  and  pay  to  the  family  of  the  absent  partner 
his  share  of  the  firm's  earnin'.:s:  that  the  partnership 
should  not  be  dissolved.     Both  members  were 
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equally  ^viIling  to  go,  but  which  should  bo  the  one? 
This  important  question  they  decided  to  settle  by 
casting  lots,  and  the  duty  of  becondng  a  soldier 
fell  upon  Mr.  Clark.  'I  iiey  immediately  proceeded 
to  raise  Comp.iny  G,  of  the  I2ist  N.  Y.  Vs.  I\Ir. 
Clark  was  made  captain,  and  moved  to  the  front. 

jMr.  Moak  remained  and  conscientiously  carried 
out  the  agreement  with  Captain  Clark. 

In  the  autumn  of  1S65  ]\Ir.  Moak  removed  to 
Oneonta,  N.  Y.,  opened  an  office,  and  began  there 
the  practice  of  his  profession  under  very  favorable 
circumstances.  In  the  fall  of  iS'')7  he  was  invited  to 
and  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Smith  &  Ban- 
croft, composed  ot  the  late  Henry  Smith  and  tiie 
late  Le  Grand  Bancroft.  The  new  tirni  was  known 
as  Smith,  Bancroft  &  Moak. 

In  January,  1S80,  Mr.  Bancroft  died.  Mr. 
Chas.  J.  Buchanan  hail,  a  short  time  previous  to 
the  death  of  Mr.  Bancroft,  become  a  member  of 
the  firm,  and  it  was  now  known  as  Smith,  iNIoak 
&  Buchanan.  This  became  one  of  the  most  con- 
spicuous law  firms  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State. 
IMr.  SmiUi  died  December  i,  1SS4. 

Albany  opened  an  appropriate  field  for  ihe  exer- 
cise of  Mr.  Moak's  talents,  and  he  naturally  took 
a  high  position  at  its  Bar.  Retainers  of  great  im-  | 
portance  and  interest  rapidly  came  to  him.  The 
trial  of  many  of  the  important  cases  of  the  firm 
fell  to  him,  and  were  conducted  with  great  ability, 
learning  and  success,  whether  conducted  at  the 
Circuit  or  in  the  Court  in  Banc.  Fie  was  retained 
by  Mr.  Ramsey  in  his  famous  "  Susciuehanna  war '' 
with  Gould  and  Fisk.  This  was  an  historic  litiga- 
tion, and  the  scene  of  the  contest  was  shifted  to 
Rochester,  on  which  battle  ground  it  measurably 
terminated. 

In  November,  1871,  IMr.  ^loak  was  elected  Dis- 
trict Attorney  of  Albany  County,  and  entered  upon 
his  duties  January  i,  1872.  7"he  manner  in  which 
he  administcrctl  the  duties  of  this  highly  respon- 
sible office  largely  increased  his  rei)utation.  Bril- 
liant, learned  and  successl'ul  as  were  his  pretleces- 
sors,  he  lost  nothing  when  compared  with  them. 

It  was  during  his  administration  that  the  trial  of 
the  celebrated  case  of  TJic  Peopli'.  vs.  Lo-ccenstein 
took  pilace,  and  of  course  ?*Ir.  ^loak  conducted 
the  prosecution. 

The  crime  was  most  appalling.  The  circum- 
stances connecting  Lowenstein  with  it  were  at  first 
remote  and  doubtful,  but,  by  a  singular  and  ad- 
mirable process  of  synthesis,  ]\Ir.  iNIoak  so  com- 
bined them  that  the  product  was  an  inevitable  con- 
clusion of  the  prisoner's  guilt. 

His  argument  to  the  jury  was  confessedly  a  verv 
able  and  successful  effort.  Ho  made  no  attempt 
at  high-wrought  eloquence;  he  invested  his  argu- 
ment with  no  tar-fetched  decorations  of  elocution; 
its  strength  was  its  profundity,  comprehensiveness 
and  ingenuity.  It  was  enriched  in  language  pleas- 
ing and  significant,  and  it  completely  overthrew 
the  hyf)0thesis  of  the  defense,  founded  on  the  sin- 
gular circumstances  of  the  case.  It  is  one  which  ! 
the  practitioner  and  the  student  read  with  pleasure 
and  profit.  It  is  richly  interlarded  with  quotations 
from  legal  authorities,  b(,itii  European  and  American, 
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!  and  exhibits  immense  reading  and  close  analytic 
research.    Lowenstein  was  convicted  and  executed. 

Among  other  important  cases  which  he  con- 
ducted v.-as  that  of  The  Pciple  vs.  Cltinc  and  others 
(the  Modocs),  and  The  People  vs.  Phelps,  for  plun- 
dering the  State  treasury. 

His  term  expiring,  he  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
Dix  as  special  counsel  in  the  Phelps  cases.  All  the 
convictions  were  affirmed  in  the  Court  of  Appeals. 

As  an  instance  of  his  persistence  and  untiring  in- 
dustry may  be  mentioned  the  case  of  Frank  R. 
Sherwin,  the  broker  through  whom  Phelps  dis- 
!  posed  of  the  State  drafts.  Sherwin,  having  been 
subpoenaed  as  a  witness  on  the  Phelps  trials,  a  lew 
days  before  their  commencement,  went  to  Europe 
and  foiled  to  appear.  ]Mr.  Moak  had  him  indicted 
in  1874  for  criminal  contempt ;  watched  for  him 
until  he  came  to  New  York  City  in  18S2  ;  caused 
his  arrest,  voluntarily,  and  without  compensation; 
followed  his  case,  on  habeas  corpus,  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals;  afterward  tried  and  convicted  him  on 
three  indictments,  for  which  he  was  sentenced  to 
the  Albany  Penitentiary  for  two  years  and  to  pay  a 
fine  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  followed  the  con- 
victions, on  appeal  of  Sherwin,  to  the  Court  of 
I  Appeals. 

After  retiring  from  the  office  of  District  Attorney 
he  confined  himself  mostly  to  civil  cases,  though 
occasionally  he  accepted  retainers  in  important 
criminal  cases. 

In  1878  he  conducted  the  prosecution  of  one  of 
the  most  important  and  singular  cases  in  legal  his- 
tory—  the  case  of  The  People  vs.  Jesse  Bil/ings, 
Jr.,  indicted  for  shooting  his  wife.  This  crime 
was  committed  at  Northumberland,  Saratoga 
County,  on  the  5th  of  June,  1S7S,  at  about  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  trial  commenced  at 
Balston  Spa  early  in  September,  1878,  and  con- 
cluded on  the  evening  of  October  13. 

'Six.  Moak  began  his  address  to  the  jury  Oc- 
tober 7,  and  closed  it  on  the  nth.  Here  IMr. 
Moak  again  exhibited  his  rare  accomplishments  as 
an  advocate.  His  argument  is  before  us  as  we  write, 
and  we  write  after  a  close  and  thorough  examina- 
tion of  it.  On  our  table  are  the  arguments  of  sev- 
eral great  advocates  in  great  criminal  cases,  with 
which  we  have  carefully  compared  that  of  IMr. 
IMoak  and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  it  com- 
pares favorably  with  that  of  the  almost  unequaled 
argument  of  Ogden  HotTman  in  the  case  of  The 
People  vs.  Robinson.  His  argument  occupied  four 
days,  in  which  a  vast  number  of  circumstances  and 
a  large,  amount  of  precedent  were  examined,  and 
yet  from  its  commencement  to  its  close  compelled 
the  closest  attention  of  the  Court,  jurors,  and  a 
vast  audience.  The  trial  lasted  six  weeks.  The 
jury  did  not  agree,  and  on  the  second  trial  Billings 
was  acquitted  on  grounds  difficult  to  be  under- 
stood, for  IMr.  Moak's  conduct  of  the  case  left  little 
doubt  in  the  public  mind  of  Billings'  guilt. 

Mr.  Moak  has  done  a  large  amount  of  intellcct- 
!  ual  labor  outside  c>f  his  profession.  "IniS6i),"' 
savs  a  writer,  "he  edited  Clarke's  Chancery  Re- 
porls,  contributing  elaborate  notes.    Speaking  of 
this  edition  of  these  reports,  the  Messrs.  Abbott 
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say,  in  the  preface  to  their  digest :  '^^luch  aJtli- 
tional  value  has  been  ^iven  to  the  collcciion  in  a 
new  edition  by  N.  C.  Moak.  of  Albany,  who  has 
enriched  nearly  all  tlie  cashes  with  instructive  notes, 
which  brini^  together  concisely  the  result  of  much 
research  and  experience. ' 

"^[r.  Wait,  in  the  preface  to  his  dii^est,  says  : 
'A  new  edition,  edited  by  Nathaniel  C.  iNIoak, 
Esq.,  appeared  in  ih6y.  Mr.  .Moak's  notes  are 
very  clear,  accurate  and  valuable,  and  j^ive  evidence 
of  great  learning  and  experience.' 

"In  1S73  Mr.  Moak  edited  J'lin  Siinlvuord's 
Plcdiliiigs,  bringing  the  work  down  to  that  time, 
doubling  its  matter  and  adding  largely  to  its  value. 
It  has  remained  the  standard  upon  pleading  in  New 
York  and  several  other  States  which  have  adopted 
its  Code. 

"In  1S72  he  began  the  republication  of  the  cur- 
rent English  cases,  under  the  title  oi English  Reports, 
with  elaborate  notes.  Thirty-five  volumes  have 
been  published,  circulating  in  all  States  of  the 
Union,  and  giving  him  a  nadonal  reputation  as  an 
excellent  and  learned  lawyer.  In  iSSi  he  pub-  | 
Hshed  an  edition  of  Underliill  on  Torts,  greatly  en- 
larged. i\Ir.  INIoak  seems  to  'revel  in  work,'  hav- 
ing also,  in  addition,  gratuitously  prepared  a  set  of 
legal  forms  for  use  by  the  profession,  and  a  cata- 
logue of  law  books — almost  a  legal  bibliography — 
for  gratuitous  circulation. 

"  Mr.  ]Moak  never  forgets  his  own  early  struggles, 
and  no  lawyer  in  tlic  Slate  is  uiuie  ready  and  will- 
ing to  freely  aid  young  lawyers  in  the  conduct  of 
their  cases. " 

Listening  to  the  legal  arguments  of  Mr.  ^Nloak, 
one  is  impressed  with  the  opulence  of  his  mind 
and  the  evidence  of  his  research.  To  use  his  own 
language,  in  a  celebrated  case,  ,"  a  lawyer  one  day 
may  be  engaged  in  a  case  involving  the  laws  of 
steam  or  electricity  ;  the  next  in  a  case  of  mal- 
practice, involving  the  anatomy  of  the  human  sys- 
*  tern  ;  the  next  in  a  case  in  which  knowledge  of 
toxicology  is  required  ;  or  one  involving  the  con- 
sideration of  some  literary  or  scientific  production." 
Certainly  these  have  many  times  entered  into  cases 
conducted  by  him,  in  each  of  which  he  exhibits  a 
familiar  and  practical  knowledge.  Of  course,  such 
a  man  requires  a  large  amount  of  varied  intellectual 
aliment ;  this  he  derives  from  one  of  the  largest  and 
best  selected  private  libraries  in  the  State,  both 
legal  and  miscellaneous. 

His  law  library  contains  all  the  American, 
English,  Irish,  Canadian  and  other  reports,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  valuable  in  tlie  Union.  His  miscel- 
laneous library  numbers  some  5,000  volumes,  care- 
fully selected,  i  >f  great  value  and  practical  utility. 

Few  men  possess  a  more  chaste  and  appreciative 
literary  taste  than  Mr.  Moak  ;  this  he  exhibits  in 
his  written  productions,  in  his  speeches,  and  in  his 
conversation. 

A  strong  friend>hip  existed  between  Mr.  Moak 
and  Gov.  Dix.  Perhaps  no  man  had  a  more  thor- 
ough aj)ia\Aiati'in  of  Gen.  Dix's  literary  accom- 
plishments than  Mr.  Moak.  Among  the  works  of 
the  former  was  his  translation  oi  Dies  Irie  and  that 
of  Stabat  J\[atcr.     Though  they  were  privately 


printed,  they  found  their  way  into  Judge  Nott's 
"  Seven  Hymns  of  the  Mediaeval  Church "  and 
cnher  kindred  publications.  A  part  of  Dies,  the  first 
translation  thereof,  api:)eared  in  Ba\ard  Taylor's 
"Faust,"  whereupon  Vix.  Moak.  in  a  happily 
worded  letter,  congratulated  the  Governor  upon  his 
name  being  so  favorably  mentioned,  in  such  a  great 
work,  and  by  such  an  accomplished  scholar.  In 
reply.  Gen.  Dix  wrote  Mr.  IMoak  an  elegant  letter, 
descriptive  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  trans- 
lation to  which  we  have  referred.  I'his  letter,  full 
of  instruction  and  interest,  is  found  on  pages  233- 
34,  vol.  2,  of  the  '•  Life  of  Gen.  Dix,'"  by  his  son. 
Rev.  Dr.  Morgan  Dix. 

"The  first  translation."'  says  the  letter,  "was 
made  during  our  Civil  War,  while  I  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  department  of  ^''irginia,  and  when  I 
had  many  weighty  matters  to  divert  my  time  and 
thoughts  from  literary  occupation.  Although  it 
had  been  much  commended,  I  was  never  satisfied 
with  it,  and  a  few  months  ago  I  printed  it  privately, 
and  now  I  send  you  a  revised  rendering  of  that 
immortal  hymn.  The  translation  of  Stahat  Mater 
was  made  while  I  was  Minister  to  France.  It  was 
more  leisurely  prepared,  and  I  see  no  reason  to 
correct  it,  though  I  cannot  say  that  it  is  what  I 
should  wish  it  to  be.  The  stanza  of  the  former 
quoted  by  Bayard  Taylor  is  as  follows  : 

'*  '  Day  of  vengeance  without  morrow, 
Earth  shall  end  in  flame  and  sorrow, 
As  from  saint  and  seer  we  borrow.' 

"It  is  this  stanza  (the  first)  which  has  always 
proved  most  troublesome  to  translators,  and  it  is 
the  one  with  which  I  was  dissatisfied  more  than 
with  any  other  in  my  translation,  when  I  allowed  it 
to  go  to  the  press.  !My  di.ssatisfaction  was  greatly 
increased  a  few  years  later  on  finding,  in  one  of 
Thackeray's  novels — I  do  not,  at  this  moment, 
recollect  which — a  passage  somewhat  like  this : 
'  When  a  man  is  cudgeling  his  brains  to  find  any 
other  rhymes  for  "  sorrow  "  than  "  borrow  "  and 
' '  morrow, "  he  is  nearer  the  end  of  his  woes  than  he 
imagines.'  I  felt  instinctively  that  any  one  familiar 
with  this  passage  would,  on  reading  my  translation, 
be  conscious,  at  the  very  commencement,  of  a 
sense  of  the  ludicrous  altogether  incompatible  with 
the  solemnity  of  the  subject.  *  *  * 

"  W.th  a  pleasant  remembrance  of  our  associa- 
tion in  Albany,  I  am,  dear  sir, 

"  Very  truly  vours, 

"  N.  C.  :Moak,  Esq.  '  '  John  A.  Drx." 

In  politics  Mr.  Moak  is  a  Democrat,  but  he  is 
in  no  sense  aggressive  in  his  advocacy  of  his  prin- 
ciples, and,  though  prominent  in  his  party,  has 
never  sought  office,  or  been  an  active  politician, 
except  in  1S79,  when  chairman  of  the  State  Com- 
mittee of  the  Anti-Tilden  wing  of  the  party,  and  in 
18S0,  as  a  delegate  of  that  wing  to  the  Cincinnati 
Convention.  In  1S84  he  was  a  warm  supporter  of 
Gov.  Cleveland  for  President,  taking  the  slump 
ami  making  speeches  in  all  parts  r.f  the  State.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  interesting,  cogent  and  elTect- 
ive  speakers  of  that  hard-fought  campaign,  doing 
yeoman  service  in  the  cause  which  he  so  ardently 
espoused. 
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SAMUEL  HAND. 

Samuel  Hand  was  born,  May  i,  1S34,  in  the 
County  of  Essex,  in  tlie  State  of  New  \'ork.  He 
is  a  son  of  the  Hon.  Augustus  C.  Hand,  an  e.K- 
justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  P"ourtl\  Ju- 
dicial District  of  the  State,  who  was  elected,  June 
7,  1847,  ^"^^  ^"'^t^  judicial  election  under  the 
Constitution  of  1846. 

Among  the  distinguished  jurists  called  to  the 
Supreme  Court  with  Judge  Hand  at  that  election 
in  that  district,  was  Hon.  Daniel  Cady,  Hon. 
Alonzo  C.  Paige,  Hon.  John  Willard.  Judge  Hand 
also  represented  the  Fourth  Senatorial  District  of 
the  State  in  the  sixty-eighth,  sixty-ninth  and  seven- 
tieth senatorial  sessions. 

Samuel,  at  an  unusually  early  age.  exhibited  a 
remarkable  progress  in  study,  so  that  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  he  was  fully  prepared  for  college. 
He  accordingly  entered  ^liddlebury  College,  in 
Vermont,  but  at  the  end  of  his  sophomore  year, 
in  1 85 1,  he  was  transferred  to  Union  College,  from 
whence  he  graduated  under  circumstances  gratify- 
ing to  his  friends. 

He  immediately  entered  his  father's  office  and 
commenced  the  study  of  law.  Elere  he  enjoyed 
rare  advantages  for  attaining  his  legal  education; 
advantages  of  which  lie  fully  availed  himself,  and 
he  went  to  his  examination  for  admission  to  the 
bar  thoroughly  prepared  to  enter  upon  the  brilliant 
career  which  lay  before  him. 

In  ^lay,  1854,  his  examination  and  call  to  the 
bar  took  place. 

After  practicing  at  Elizabethtown,  New  York, 
about  three  years,  he  removed  to  Albany,  where  he 
formed  a  very  advantageous  partnership  with  the 
late  John  V.  L.  Pruyn:  this  was  in  October, 
1859.  -He  continued  a  partner  of  ^Ir.  Pruyn 
until  1 86 1,  when  he  became  a  member  of  that 
distinguished  law  firm,  digger  Porter,  which, 
after  his  connection  with  it,  was  known  as  Cagger, 
Porter  &f  Hand. 

Few  legal  firms  have  ever  existed  in  the  State 
that  controlled  so  large  and  extended  business  as 
this.  Its  career  is  brilliantly  recorded  in  the  ex- 
ceedingly large  number  of  cases  found  in  the  Law 
Reports  of  the  State  and  in  those  of  the  P'edeial 
Courts. 

In  January,  1865,  'Sir.  Porter  was  appointed  a 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and  the  firm  was 
known  as  Cagger  Hand,  down  to  July  6, 
1868,  when  the  sudden  and  melancholy  death  of 
JNIr.  Cagger  dissolved  it.  In  another  part  of  this 
work  we  have  given  a  brief  biographv  of  ^Ir. 
Cagger,  and  an  account  of  his  tragic  death,  which 
threw  a  gloom  not  only  over  the  city  of  Albany, 
but  over  the  whole  State.  After  the  death  of  Mr. 
Cagger,  ^Mr.  Hand  associated  himself  in  bu.-5iness 
with  Hon.  Mathew  Hale  and  Nathan  Swariz.  I'he 
latter,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Cagger  iS;  Hand,  continued  in  .he  new  firm, 
under  the  name  (jf  ILvid.  Hale  fr"  Snarlz.  This 
firm  did  an  immense  business,  as  the  records  of  the 
State  Courts  show.  In  1873  Charles  S.  Fairchild, 
subsequently  Attorney-General  of  the  State,  be- 


came a  member  of  the  firm,  which  was  known 
as  Hand,  Hale,  Swartz  &f  Fairchild,  under  which 
I  title  it  continued  until  the  autumn  of  1S75,  wiien 
1  Mr.  Fairchild  was  elected  Attorney-General.  In 
I   1877  Mr.  Swartz  removed  to  Colorado,  and  the 
firm  was  continued  under  the  name  of  Hand  <&' 
Hale  until  1880,  since  which  time  Judge  Hand  has 
been  practicing  alone,  doing  an  extensive  business 
as  a  counselor.     We  should  have  said  that  the 
partnership  of  Hand  t'v;  Plale  was  interrupted  in 
1S78  by  the  appointment  of  ^Mr.  Hand  as  a  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  the  place  of  Hon.  Wm. 
F.  Allen,  who  died  June  3,  187S. 

judge  Hand  carried  to  die  Bench  the  same  un- 
wearied industry  that  distinguished  him  at  the  Bar. 
His  opinions  exhibit  the  extent  of  his  labor  ;  they 
are  written  in  a  concise,  clear  and  dignified  style, 
strong  and  logical,  comparing  in  every  sense  favor- 
i  ably  with  those  of  his  learned  brethren  on  the 
Bench. 

He  was  appointed  June  10,  1S78,  and  imme- 
diately took  his  seat  on  the  Bench.  On  June  17, 
seven  davs  after  taking  his  seat,  the  case  oi  Moivry 
vs.  Rosendale  was  argued.  Judge  Hand  wrote  the 
opinion  of  the  Court ;  it  was  his  first  opinion. 
The  case  was  decided  September  17,  1S78  (74 
N.  Y..  360). 

On  June  19,  18 78,  the  case  oi  Leivis  vi.  Seabiiry 
was  argued  ;  Judge  Fland  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  Court  and  the  case  was  decided  September  24, 
1878  (74  N.  Y.,  409). 

The  following  are  among  the  cases  in  which 
Judge  Hand  wrote  the  opinion  of  the  Court  :  The 
People  of  the  State  of  Neiv  }  'ork  \-s.  The  Afutual  Gas 
Light  Company  of  Brooklyn  (74  N.  Y.,  434), 
Read  \s.  The  City  of  Buffalo  (74  N.  Y.,  463), 
Haves  vs.  Hawthorn  (74  N.  Y.,  487),  Bovcery 
National  Bank  vs.  Durycc  (74  N.  Y.,  491),  Z'/r^- 
inson  Citv  of  Poiighkeepsie  N.  Y. ,  65),  Can- 
field  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.  (75  N.  Y., 
144),  Sardine  vs.  Stevenson  (75  N.  Y, ,  164), 
Clajjlin  vs.  Meyer  (75  N.  Y.,  260),  Slater  vs. 
Mcrritt  (75  N.  Y. ,  26S).  Aides  vs.  Loo  mis 
(75  N.  Y.,  288),  Barr  vs!  Bininger  (75  N.  Y. , 
344),  Godfrey  v.  Godfrey  (75  N.  Y.,  434). 
The  last  case  decided  by  him  was  A/cI\Iichacl  \'s. 
Kilmer  (76  N.  Y. ,  36).  This  case  was  argued 
December  13,  1878,  a  short  time  before  the  Judge 
left  the  Bench.  The  case  y'A  Loicry  vs.  The  Brooklyn 
City  R.  R.  was  argued  December  11,  1878,  Judge 
Hand  writing  the  opinion  in  both  of  the  above 
cases  while  in  office,  and  they  were  adopted  by  the 
Court.  He  left  the  Bench  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
I  December  31,  1S7S,  and  very  soon  he  appeared  at 
its  Bar  and  argued  the  important  ca.se  of  IVclls- 
borough  vs.  Tiie  New  York  &f  Canada  R.  R.  Co. 
(reported  in  76  N.  Y..  1S2').  From  that  time  to 
the  present  his  practice  has  been  largely  confined 
to  the  Court  of  Last  Resort. 

When  Judge  Hand  left  the  Bench  lie  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Hon.  Geo.  F.  Danforch.  He  returned 
to  the  practice  of  his  pnifession  with  a  large 
business  in  the  Court  of  Appeals.  His  busi- 
ness has  so  rapidly  increased  that  since  11570 
he  commands  a  practice   not  excelled  by  any 
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lawyer  in  the  State.  In  the  argument  of  cases 
his  exposition  of  tlie  precedents  upon  which  he 
relies,  or  which  are  cited  by  his  opponents,  are 
always  full,  and  if  occasion  requires,  very  minute; 
he  develops  with  care  and  precision  the  principles 
on  which  they  turn,  distinguishes  them  from  ! 
analogous  or  conflicting  decisions,  and  as  his 
purpose  requires,  either  presents  their  reasonings 
and  conclusions  in  a  clear  and  familiar  light, 
or  forcibly  assails  them  with  the  weapons  of  learn- 
ing and  logic.  He  maintains  throughout  the  argu- 
ment a  correct  and  attractive  diction,  and  always 
retains  the  attention  of  the  judges,  enabling  them 
to  see  the  real  character  of  the  case. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  important  cases 
in  which  Judge  Hand  has  taken  a  distinguished 
part : 

SusquchaiiHii  Liligation  of  1S69,  '70  and  '71; 
Von  Wocrt  vs.  Tlie  Cily  of  Albany.  There  were 
thirty  of  these  cases,  all  of  them  vitally  affecting 
the  interests  of  the  city.  -T\\q  quo  warraii/o  case, 
between  Thacher  and  Judson,  rival  claimants  for 
the  office  of  ]^Ia_vor  of  Albany,  tried  in  1873. 
The  inipeachmcnt  in  1879  of  Joh>i  F.  Smyth,  Super- 
intendent of  Insurance.  Judge  Hand  conducted 
the  prosecution  of  this  case  for  the  People  on  the 
retainer  of  Gov.  Robinson. 

The  People  vs.  Belden,  action  brought  in  1S76  by 
the  State  to  recover  about  $400,000.  This  case 
is  remembered  as  one  of  the  most  important  ever 
litigated  in  this  State.  It  was  conducted  by  Judge 
Hand  from  its  commencement  until  after  its  trial 
and  report  of  the  Referees.  These  gentlemen  were 
Judge  Emmott,  Judge  Tappan  and  Isaac  Lawson; 
they  made  a  report  in  favor  of  the  State  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  $400,000. 

Judge  Hand  was  counsel  for  the  Canal  Investi- 
gating Commission  of  Gov.  Tilden  in  i^'] 
In  1877  he  was  engaged  in  the  Elez'atcd  Railroad 
litigation,  as  counsel  for  the  ^letropolitan  Railroad. 
In  this  case  the  constitutionality  of  the  Rapid 
Transit  act  was  passed  upon.  In  1SS4  he  was 
engaged  as  counsel  in  the  $i,cco,oco  Water  Meter 
suit,  better  known  under  the  title  of  Baird  vs.  The 
Mayor  of  Xcw  York.  This  list  of  cases  might  be 
greatly  enlarged,  but,  as  we  have  said,  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  give  the  reader  an  insight  into  the  e.Kten- 
sive  practice  of  Judge  Hand. 

Judge  Hand  has  been  honored  with  several 
important  official  positions,  of  which  we  shall  give 
some  account.  In  the  beginning  of  his  profession- 
al life,  he  became  attached  to  the  Democratic  party, 
to  which  he  has  ever  since  given  a  firm  and  con- 
siderate allegiance.  His  high  professional  stand- 
ing and  learning,  his  large  acquaintance  with 
leading  men  of  the  State  and  Nation,  has  ranked 
him  among  the  leaders  of  the  Democratic  partv. 
Had  not  a  love  of  his  profession  and  professional 
ambition  been  paramount  to  political  ambition, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  he  would  have  long  ago  occu- 
pied a  very  exalted  official  position,  for  such  has 
been  tendered  hini,  aiul  been  respectfully  declined. 

In  1863  he  was  appointed  Corporation  Counsel 
of  Albany,  and  was  re-elected,  and  continued  in 
office  until  the  spring  of  1S66,  when  the  control 


of  the  city  government  passed  into  the  hands  of 
the  Republicans.  During  his  administration  of 
this  office  the  city  paid  no  counsel  fee,  e.xcept  in 
one  instance. 

He  was  appointed  reporter  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  January,  1869,  serving  tilMIarch,  1872. 
The  six  volumes  of  his  reports  are  from  40  to  45 
N.  Y. ,  inclusive. 

In  1872,  on  account  of  his  large  and  increasing 
counsel  business,  he  was  compelled  to  resign 
his  position  as  reporter.  In  1875  he  was  ap- 
pointed Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  Third 
Judicial  District,  by  Gov.  Tilden,  but  declined. 
After  the  nomination  and  declension  of  Horatio 
Seymour,  as  the  candidate  for  Governor  in  1876,  by 
the  Democratic  State  Convention,  it  was  the  wish  of 
Gov.  Tilden — then  in  nomination  for  President — 
that  Judge  Hand  should  be  placed  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  as  Governor  in  place  of  Mr.  Seymour. 
Accordingly,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Tilden,  it  was 
agreed  by  tlie  leaders  of  the' party  to  place  him  in 
nomination  at  an  adjourned  convention  to  be  held. 
Though  everything  then  pointed  to  the  success  which 
crowned  the  Democratic  party  that  year.  Judge 
Hand,  for  reasons  which  controlled  him,  reluc- 
tantly declined  to  become  a  candidate  for  Governor. 
In  November,  1S75,  according  to  a  concurrent  res- 
olution of  the  Legislature,  Judge  Hand  was  ap- 
pointed a  commissioner  to  devise  a  plan  for  the 
government  of  cities.  The  other  members  of  the 
commission  were  Mr.  Evarts,  Judge  Lott,  Edward 
Coo[)er,  E.  L.  Godkin,  of  the  Xation,  Simon 
Sterne,  James  C.  Carter,  Dr.  Anderson,  of  the 
Rochester  University,  and  Hon.  Joshua  R.  Van 
Cott. 

On  June  25,  1SS4,  the  degree  of  LL.D.  was 
conferred  upon  him  by  Union  College. 

His  love  of  study,  as  we  have  said,  was  one  of 
the  earliest  traits  of  character  which  he  developed. 
This  love  of  study  has  strengthened  as  he  has 
advanced  in  life.  Though  the  study  of  his  profession 
has  been  intense,  yet  he  has  never  neglected  a 
judicious  continuation  of  his  classical  studies.  His 
literary  ti.ste,  refined  and  elevated  by  a  familiar 
acquaintance  with  the  best  authors,  ancient  and 
modern,  renders  him'an  appreciative  and  gener- 
ous critic,  a  pleasing  and  instructive  companion. 

In  1 86 1  he  edited  notes  to  the  American  edi- 
tion of  "  Philobiblon,"  written  by  Debury.  Bishop 
of  Durham,  and  Chancellor  of  Edward  III.  This 
edition  is  a  carefully  revised  Latin  text,  and  trans- 
lation of  three  French  prefaces  of  ls\.  Cocheri.s,  a 
learned  French  writer  and  editor.  This  work  was 
published  by  Joel  Munsell,  of  Albany. 

Judge  Hand  was  one  of  the  first  Vice-Presidents 
of  the  New  York  Stale  Par  Association,  and  was 
President  of  that  institution  in  its  third  and  fourth 
years,  succeeding  Judge  John  K.  Porter,  its  first 
President.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  tlie  Associa- 
tion, in  the  second  year  of  his  presidency.  Judge 
Hand  prepared  and  delivered  an  elafioratc  and 
highly  popular  address. 

This  address  has  been  published  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Association,  and  large  parts  of  it  in  the 
.\ibany  Law  fournal  and  otlier  periodicals  and 
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journals.  He  is  now  President  of  the  Chi  Psi 
Alumni  Association  of  Northern  Xew  York  and 
the  Mohawk  and  Hudson  River  Valleys. 

In  his  domestic  relations,  Judge  Hand  is  happy, 
and  he  is  lield  in  high  esteem,  not  only  by  the 
citizens  of  Albany,  among  whom  he  has  long  been 
a  resident,  but  by  the  citizens  of  the  State  generally, 
with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  intimate  relations. 

In  1863  he  was  united  in  marriage,  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  John  Campbell,  to  Miss  Learned,  daughter  of 
Billings  P.  Learned,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Union 
Bank,  and  a  niece  of  Judge  '\Vm.  L.  Learned,  of 
the  SnprerM  -  Cmi--^. 

Judge  Hand  is  still  in  the  vigor  of  his  manhood, 
at  the  head  of  his  profession,  with  a  large  and  in- 
fluential and  opulent  clientage  ;  he  has,  therefore, 
many  years  of  usefulness  and  distinction  before 
him. 

LYMAX  TREMAIN. 

Lymax  Tkemaix,  an  honored  name  in  the  history 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  was  the  son  of  Levi  and 
Mindwell  Tremain,  and  was  born  at  Durham, 
Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  June  14,  1819.  ''The 
ancestor  from  whom  he  derives  his  Christian  name, 
and  who  was  the  progenitor  of  the  Lyman  familv 
in  America,  came  among  the  first  colonists  to  Bos- 
ton in  1 730.  Not  long  after  he  penetrated  the 
wilderness  to  the  westward  into  what  is  now  Con- 
necticut, and  became  one  of  the  founders  of 
Ilarlfuivl. "  Lyuidu  7  remain  s  paternal  grandfather 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  belonging-  to  the 
Connecticut  line,  and  participated  in  many  of  the 
battles  of  that  great  struggle  for  liberty. 

His  father  was  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the 
County  of  Greene — one  of  its  pioneers.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  an  extensive  business  man,  generally 
respected  for  sound  sense,  intelligence  and  honor- 
able dealings  in  the  society  in  which  he  lived. 
With  his  other  C[ualities,  he  was  a  lover  of  books, 
reading  with  pleasure  and  profit  the  great  English 
and  American  authors.  To  his  father  young  Tre- 
main was  indebted  for  that  desire  for  knowledge 
which  continued  fresh  and  warm  down  to  the  clos- 
ing scenes  of  his  life. 

He  obtained  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in 
the  best  school  of  his  native  tov.  n,  very  soon  mas- 
tering all  the  branches  taught  there,  and  then  took 
up  the  study  of  the  higher  branches,  which  he 
pursued  with  great  energy  and  profit  without  an 
instructor.  He  seems  to  have  pursued  a  judicious 
course  of  reading,  and  he  early  became  enamored 
with  the  classical  writers  of  the  old  English  school, 
of  Milton  and  Dryden,  of  Shakespeare  and  Pope. 
From  the  solid  sense,  beautiful  diction  and  imagery 
of  these  writers  he  derived  that  almost  perfect  use 
of  language,  that  versatility  of  thought  and  ex- 
pression, which  subsequently  enlivened  his  leaal 
arguments,  and  gave  such  attractions  to  his  written 
productions. 

It  was  Edmund  Burke  who  said  that  "without 
a  system  of  self  culture  no  man  can  become  accom- 
plished in  polemics.  ' 

At  the  age  of  thirteen  young  Tremain  entered 
Kinderhook  Academy,  where,  under  the  instruction 


!  of  a  distinguished  linguist,  he  pursued  for  two  and 
a  half  years  the  study  of  Greek  ami  Latin  and 
mathematics,  obtaining  an  excellent  practical  edu- 
cation.    Leaving  the  Academy,  he  entered  the 
law  office  of  John  O'Brien,  Escp,  and  began  the 
study  of  law,  afterward  c>;>mi»leting  his  legal  educa- 
tion with  Sherwood  &  White,  a  highly  respectable 
I  legal  firm  of  the  City  of  New  York. 
I      In  1840  he  was  admitted  to  practice,  and  imme- 
]  diately  returned  to  Durham,  where  he  formed  a 
I  partnership  with  his  former  preceptor,  Mr.  O'Brien. 
I  The  young  lawyer  received  a  warm  welcome  from 
the  people  of  his  native  town,  and  when  only 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  they  elected  him  Super- 
visor, although  he  was  a  Democrat  and  the  town 
was  decidedly  Whig  in  politics.    jVfter  four  years' 
I  practice,  he  was,  in  1 844,  appointed  District  Attor- 
ney of  Greene  Count}'.    The  Constitution  of  1S46 
made  this  office  elective,  and  establi.shcd  a  County 
Court  in  place  of  the  old  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
At  the  first  judicial  election  under  the  new  Consti- 
!  tution  Mr.  Tremain  was  elected  County  Judge  and 
]  Surrogate  of  Greene  County.    He  was  then  at  the 
I  ag-e  of  twenty-seven.    These  offices  he  held  three 
I  years,  discharging  their  duties  with  marked  ability. 
In  the  fall  of  185 1  he  was  renominated  by  the 
Democrats  for  County  Judge;  his  opponent  v/as 
Hon.  Alexander  H.  Bailey,  subsequently  a  State 
Senator.     The  contest  was  very  animated  and 
close,  and  the  result  doubtful,  and  depended  upon 
the  action  of  the  Board  of  Canvassers  as  to  whether 
a  certain  alleged  return  from  an  election  district  in 
the  Town  of  Catskiil  should  be  rejected  for  irreg^u- 
larities  or  counted.   The  Board  rejected  the  return, 
awarding  the  certificate  to  Judge  Tremain,  and  ad- 
1  journed  o>/«(7  dk.    Mr.  Bailey  contested  this  ques- 
j  tion  by  the  usual  process  of  an  alternative  manda- 
I  mus,  returnable  at  the  General  Term  for  the  Third 
I  Judicial  District. 

I  This  writ  required  the  Supervisors  to  show  cause 
j  why  they  should  not  meet  again  and  re-canvass  the 
I  votes.  After  elaborate  argument,  the  General  Term 
I  refused  the  mandamus,  holding  that  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Supervisors  terminated  their  power  to 
I  re-convene  and  re-canvass;  that  the  remedy  of  Mr. 
j  Bailey  was  to  be  sought  through  a  writ  of  quo  icar- 
I  ratito.  This  left  Judge  Tremain  in  possession  of 
'  the  office.  But  such  was  his  keen  sensibility  he 
i  would  not  accept  the  office,  where  there  existed  the 
i  least  doubt  of  his  legal  election,  and  he  declined 
!  the  certificate  and  ^Ir.  Bailey  became  County 
!  Judge. 

]      In  the  meantime  his  practice  had  rapidly  in- 
creased, requiring  his  frequent  attendance  at  the 
j  Court  of  Appeals  and  the  General  Term  at  .•\lbany. 
j      A  warm  friendship  had  long  existed  between 
i  himself  and  the  late  Judge  Rufus  W.  Peckham, 
I   which  resulted   in  Judge  Tremain's  removal  to 
Albany  and  becoming  the  law  partner  of  Judge 
Peckham,  a  lelation  which  continued  till  is6o, 
when  the  latter  was  elected  a  Justice  of  the  Su- 
j  preme  Court. 

j  Mr.  Tremain's  reputation  had  preceded  his  rc- 
!  moval  to  Albany,  and  at  once  gave  him  a  high 
1  rank  at  its  Bar. 
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Long  before  the  meetiniy  of  the  Democratic  State 
Convention  he  was  prominently  mentioned  as  a  can- 
didate for  Attorney-General.  A  little  incident  oc- 
curred in  connection  with  the  subject  that  exhibits 
Judge  Trcmain's  high  sense  of  honor.  He  was  invited 
by  a  distinguished  politician  to  attend  the  State 
Convention,  under  the  assurance  that  his  personal 
attendance  would  secure  him  the  office  of  Attorney- 
General.  "  I  should  like  the  nomination  for  At- 
torney-General very  much,  but  it  would  lose  all  its 
pleasures  were  I  to  go  to  Syracuse  and  personally 
seek  it."  He  did  not  go;  but  he  was  there  nom- 
inated hy  acclamation,  and  at  the  ensuing  election 
he  was  elected,  serving  two  years. 

One  of  the  important  cases  which  he  conducted 
was  that  of  the  People  vs.  Mrs.  Harliing,  indicted 
for  the  murder  of  her  husband.  Mr.  Tremain  as- 
sisted the  District  Attorney  of  Albany  County  at 
this  trial. 

Mr.  Tremain  experienced  in  this  case  one  of  the 
greatest  difticulties  of  an  advocate — that  of  trying  a 
cause  against  a  prepossessing  woman. 

The  prisoner  was  a  young  and  handsome  wom- 
an, the  motive  for  her  crime  being  her  love  for 
another  man.  Her  modest  appearance,  quiet  de- 
meanor, her  youth  and  beauty,  created  the  strongest 
sympathy  for  her.  She  was  ably  defended,  but  the 
proofs  of  her  guilt  were  strong,  and  presented 
to  the  jury  by  Mr.  Tremain  in  such  a  convincing, 
able  and  exhaustive  manner  that  she  was  convicted. 
Her  case  was  removed  to  tlie  Supreme  Court, 
where  the  conviction  was  affirmed.  An  appeal 
was  taken  to  the  Court  of  Appeals,  where  her 
conviction  was  again  aftirmed.  In  both  these 
tribunals  [Mr.  Tremain  conducted  the  argument  for 
the  people. 

Another  very  important  criminal  case  in  which 
he  assisted  the  District  Attorney  of  Xew  York 
County  occurred  while  he  was  Attorney-General — 
the  case  of  the  Italian,  Cancemi,  charged  with  the 
murder  of  a  police  officer  in  the  City  of  New  York. 

After  some  progress  in  the  trial,  the  prosecution 
learned  that  one  of  the  jurors  was  corrupt.  The 
matter  was  finally  arranged  by  a  stipulation,  siirned 
in  open  court  by  the  prisoner,  his  counsel  and  the 
counsel  for  the  people,  providing  for  a  verdict  by 
the  remaining  eleven,  and  that  it  should  be  the 
same  as  though  tried  by  the  twelve.  The  trial 
proceeded  and  Canccmi  was  convicted;  where- 
upon, notwithstanding  their  solemn  agreement  in 
writing,  the  prisoner's  counsel  took  an  appeal  to 
the  General  I'erm  of  the  Supreme  Court,  alleging, 
as  a  ground  of  error,  that  this  stipulation  was  ille- 
gal and  void,  on  the  ground  tiiat  the  [prisoner  or 
his  counsel  cannot  consent  to  a  trial  by  le.-s  than 
the  number  of  twelve  jurors.  I'he  Court  held 
with  the  prisoner's  counsel,  and  the  convicticjn  was 
set  aside. 

In  1859,  Tremain's  official  term  was 

drawing  to  a  close,  he  was  again  put  in  noniination 
by  the  Democrats  of  the  State,  but  it  .v-as  carried 
by  the  Republicans;  Hon.  Charles  G.  Myers,  his 
opponent,  was  elected.  While  Mr.  Tremain  was 
Attorney-General  he  had,  upon  the  request  of  the 
Senate,  given  to  that  body  an  elaborate  opinion 


covering  the  question  of  the  constitutionality  of 
repealing  the  act  for  the  Collection  of  Tolls,  com- 
ing to  the  conclusion  that  the  act  was  valid. 

His  successor,  by  re(]uest,  in  [March,  1S60,  sent 
a  communication  to  the  Legislature  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  repealing  act  was  unconstitutional, 
and  he  brought  an  action  to  test  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  act,  and  to  recover  back  tolls  from  tlie 
railroad  company.  iMr.  Tremain  was  employed  to 
defend  such  claim  as  senior  counsel.  On  trial  at 
the  Circuit  a  non-suit  was  granted;  the  people  aj)- 
pealed  to  the  General  Term,  and  the  non-suit  was 
affirmed.  They  then  appealed  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  and  the  non-suit  was  again  affirmed.  This 
ended  the  litigation.  r^Ir.  Tremain's  arguments 
were  masterly  vindications  of  the  power  of  the  Leg- 
islature to  pass  the  repealing  acts. 

This  was  exceedingly  gratifying  to  him,  as  Attor- 
ney-General M}ers  had  strenuously  held  to  the 
reverse  of  this.  Thus  he  stood  a  leader  in  his  pro- 
fession, taking  part  in  the  most  important  cases  in 
the  State,  when  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  broke 
out. 

We  have  seen  that  down  to  this  time  Mr. 
Tremain  was  a  Democrat;  but  after  occuj)ying  the 
position  in  opposition  to  civil  war  for  some  time, 
he  became  convinced  that  it  w-as  the  duty  of  every 
patriotic  citizen  to  use  every  exerdon  to  sustain  the 
Government  in  the  Rebellion,  and  he  gradually 
gravitated  toward  the  Republican  party  as  the  Re- 
bellion increased  in  its  dangerous  proportions, 
and  when  tlie  only  questions  at  issue  became  the 
approval  of  certain  of  the  acts  of  the  Administra- 
tion, and  their  probable  or  possible  effect,  not  only 
upon  the  war  itself,  but  after  the  return  of  peace. 

He  was  charged  by  his  old  polidcal  friends  with 
inconsistency  in  separating  from  his  life-long  po- 
litical friends  and  joining,  as  he  did,  the  Repub- 
lican party;  but  he  felt  compelled  to  this  by  a 
sense  of  duty  to  his  country.  In  proof  of  his  sin- 
cerity, he  gave  his  first-born  son,  "his  beautiful 
and  his  brave,"  a  mere  stripling,  to  the  service  of 
his  country;  but  he  parted  with  the  brilliant  youth, 
and,  alas  !  he  parted  with  him  forever. 

In  the  autumn  of  1S62  he  was,  without  solicita- 
tion, nominated  for  Lieutenant-Governor,  with 
Gen.  Wadsworth  as  the  candidate  for  Governor, 
again.st  Horado  Seymour  and  David  F.  Jones, 
Democratic  candidates  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant- 
i  Governor.    The  Republican  ticket  was  defeated  by 

a  majority  of  about  io,coo. 
j  Mr. Tremain  now  returned  with  a  renewed  vig- 
I  or  to  his  large  legal  practice,  not  forgetting, 
j  however,  to  use  his  influence  and  his  elo([uence  in 
!  aiding  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  About 
I  this  time  he  was  retained  in  the  famous  legal  ten- 
{  der  ca>es.  the  question  involving  the  constitution- 
ality of  that  section  of  the  law  of  Congress  which 
j  gave  the  greenback  its  legal  tender  quality.  His 
i  argument  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  was  a  [)owcrful 
I  vindication  of  that  clause.  The  constitutionality 
'  of  it  was  upheld  by  a  divided  vote,  and  thus  an 
i  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
I  was  prevented,  and  greenbacks  as  legal  tenders 
i  were  made  lawful.    He  was  al-^o  retained  to  defend 
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the  blinks  upon  the  claims  made  to  tax  the 
shares  in  national  banks  created  under  the  act  of 
Congress.  ]\Ir.  Tremain  t^ok  the  ground  that 
such  taxation  was  illegal,  but  tlie  Court  of  Ap- 
peals held  against  him.  He  then  appealed  to  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court,  where  the  judgment 
of  the  Court  of  Ap])eals  was  reversed.  Thus  he 
continued  in  one  of  the  most  distinguished  pro- 
fessional careers  in  the  State,  advocating  in  the 
meantime  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  to 
its  close  ;  but  just  prior  to  that  happy  event  he 
sustained  a  terrible  aflliction  in  the  loss  of  his  gal- 
lant and  almost  idr^lized  son,  Col.  Frederick  L. 
Tremain,  who,  young  as  he  was,  only  about  21 
years  of  age,  had  been  promoted  for  gallant  con- 
duct on  the  field  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
in  the  loth  Regiment  of  New  York  Cavalry,  and 
fell  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  at  Hatcher's  Run, 
Va.,  February  6,  1865. 

In  the  fall  of  1865  i\Ir.  Tremain  was  nominated 
and  elected  Member  of  Assembly  from  Albany 
County.  His  colleague  was  the  Hon.  Clark  B. 
Cochrane.  On  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  Mr. 
Tremain  was  elected  Speaker.  The  history  of 
that  remarkable  session  bears  indubitable  evidence 
of  the  great  ability  with  which  he  discharged  the 
duties  of  this  office. 

He  was  engaged  with  the  District  Attorney  of 
Albany  in  the  prosecution  of  Gen.  Cole,  who  had 
in  a  cowardly  manner  assassinated  L.  Harris  His- 
cock,  a  member  of  '.he  CunaUiauunal  Conven- 
tion of  1867  (8),  at  Stanwix  Hall.  Cole  was  de- 
fended by  James  T.  Brady  and  William  A.  Beach. 
The  defense  was  insanity,  superinduced  by  the 
alleged  criminal  intimacy  of  Hiscock  with  the  wife 
of  Cole.  The  case  was  twice  tried,  the  jury  on 
the  first  trial  disagreeing  ;  on  the  second  trial  the 
prisoner  was  acquitted,  the  jury  rendering  the 
singular  verdict  that  just  before  and  just  after  the 
murder  Cole  was  sane,  but  that  he  was  insane 
when  it  was  committed.  'Sir.  Tremain's  argument 
to  the  jury  has  passed  into  legal  history  as  one  of 
the  most  splendid  etiorts  ever  made  at  the  Bar. 

During  the  whole  of  Mr.  Tremain's  professional 
life  he  had  been  subject  to  frequent  and  painful 
attacks  of  inflammatory  rheumatism,  which  would 
come  suddenly  upon  him.  He  would  frequently 
retire  at  night  in  perlect  health,  but  before  morning 
would  be  perfectly  helpless,  suffering  indescrib- 
able anguish.  All  prescriptions  produced  only 
temporary  relief,  and  in  iS6g  he  decided  upon  a 
voyage  to  Europe,  his  wife  and  daughter  accom- 
panying him  ;  he  was  absent  about  one  year.  On 
his  return  to  Albany,  nearly  or  quite  restored  to 
health,  as  he  believed,  he  was  tendered  a  public 
reception  by  citizens  who  heki  him  in  the 
highest  esteem.  Ip.  1872  his  name  was  prnmii- 
nently  brought  forward  as  a  randidate  for  (gov- 
ernor, but  he  respectfully  but  firmly  declined  the 
proffered  honor.  In  tlie  autumn  of  1873  he 
was  unanimously  nominated  tor  Congressman-at- 
Large  on  the  Republican  ticket  and  was,  with  the 
rest  of  the  ticket,  elected.  "He  entered  the  Forty- 
third  Congress  with  a  constituency  of  4,000,000  of 
people.    On  taking  his  seat  in  the  House  the 


I  Speaker  assigned  him  the  second  place  on  the  Jndi- 
1  ciary  Committee  in  advance  of  several  old  and  ex- 
j  pericnced  members.    He  performed  all  his  arduous 
!  duties  as  a  member  of  this  committee  in  a  manner 
i  that  gave  him  a  national  reputation. '' 
i      In  1S71   he  was  called  to  assist  the  Attorney- 
j  General  and  Islx.  Wheeler  H.  Peckham,  of  New 
i  York,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  astounding  frauds 
\  of  the  Tweed  Ring.     The  great  legal  contest 
i  which  this  jirosecution  brought  on  is  one  of  the 
!  most  remarkable  in  legal  history,  equal  in  impor- 
i  tance  and  interest  to  the  trial  of  Warren  Hastings 
I  on  the  Begum  and  other  charges.     To  attack 
j  Tweed  and  his  ring  was  a  herculean  effort  ;  their 
i  power,  wealth  and  influence  seemed  so  great  as  to 
!  defv  the  law  and  crush  all  efforts  to  convict  them. 
'      On  Tweed's  first  trial  the  jury  failed  to  agree  : 
he  was  again  brought  to  trial  in  the  fall  of  1873, 
before  Judge  Noah  Da\  is  and  a  jury.    The  care 
and  scrutiny  which  INIessrs.  Tremain  and  Peckham 
bestowed  upon  the  selection  of  a  jury  was  a  striking 
and  interesting  incident  in  this  great  trial,  with  the 
eyes  of  the  world  resting  upon  it.     But  a  jury  of 
!  honest,  unbiased  men  were  obtained  and  Tweed 
i  was  convicted  upon  the  great  number  of  counts  in 
i  the  indictment. 

[  After  strenuous  efforts  for  an  arrest  of  judgrqent, 
j  he  was  sentenced  upon  a  number  of  counts  in  the 
i  indictment,  all  of  them  aggregating  to  a  term  of 
[  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  for  many  years. 

' '  Congratulations  poured  irv  upon  the  counsel  for 
!  the  people  from  all  sides,  and  'Sir.  Tremain  had 
the  satisfaction  of  bringing  to   punishment  the 
greatest  criminal  of  the  age."    Appeals  were  taken 
i  to  the  higher  courts  to  test  the  power  of  the  Over 
j  and  Terminer  to  inflict  these  several  sentences,  the 
result  of  which  was  the  reduction  of  the  number  of 
j  sentences  to  one  term  of  imprisonment. 
I      When  Edward  S.   Stokes  startled    the  whole 
country  by  assassinating  James  Fisk,  Jr.,  it  became 
j  a  question  of  intense  interest  to  learn  who  he  would 
I  select  from  among  the  great  lawyers  of  the  times 
j  as  his  leading  counsel.    When,   after  the  most 
I  earnest  consultation  on  the  subject  with  his  friends, 
I  it  was  known  that  his  choice  fell  upon  !Mr.  Tre- 
main, every  one  believed  that  he  had  taken  the 
surest  step  possible  to  shield  himself  from  punish- 
;  ment  ;  nor  were   they   mistaken,  as   the  result 
:  showed.    The  sentiment  of  the  community  was 
I  decidedly  against  Stokes,  and  that  sentiment  in  a 
j  large  degree  pervaded  the  jury  box.     In  many 
\  respects  it  was  a  trial  for  which  Mr.  Tremain's 
I  mind  was  fieculiarly  fitted  :  in  conducting  it  he 
showed  uncommon  tact  in  sifting  testimonv,  de- 
i  tecting  motives,  and  great  art  in  the  examination 
'  of  the  evidence.    When  occasion  occurred  for  the 
I  use  of  keen  satire  and  scorching  sarcasm  he  used 

it  with  powerful  effect, 
j  Perhaps  no  advocate,  except  William  H. 
1  Seward,  in  the  defense  of  Freeman,  ever  stood 
:  more  squarely  between  his  client  and  public 
,  opinion  than  did  Mr.  Tremain  in  the  Stokes  case. 
\  Though  determined  to  save  his  client  from  the 
I  gallows,  he  had  little  hope  of  securing  his  acquittal 
i  before  a  jury.    It  was,  therefore,  his  policy,  while 
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exerting  every  effort  in  his  behalf,  to  secure  suffi- 
cient points  to  obtain  a  new  trial  on  cxcejuions  in 
case  his  client  was  convicted.  The  jury  diil  con- 
vict him,  and  Mr.  Tremain  did  sa\e  sufficient  ex- 
ceptions on  the  trial  to  obtain  a  new  trial.  In 
this  he  exhibited  all  the  acumen  of  a  thoroughly 
learned  lawyer,  for  it  was  his  deep  knowledge  of 
the  law  that  saved  Edward  Stokes  from  the  gal- 
lows. After  his  con\-iction  the  case  was  removed 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  where  the  conviction  was  af- 
firmed, "  the  Court  holding  that  while  there  was 
error  in  the  charge  of  the  Judge  in  his  definitiun  of 
murder,  the  law  inferred  malice  from  the  lact  of 
the  killing  instead  of  leaving  to  the  jury  to  find 
malice  as  a  fact  ;  yet  the  Court  held  the  error  had 
not  been  productive  of  harm  to  the  prisoner  when 
other  portions  of  the  charge  were  examined."  I'he 
case  was  renio\-ed  to  the  Court  of  Appeals.  Mr. 
Tremain's  argument  in  that  tribunal  was  one  which 
the  lawyer,  the  student  and  the  scholar  will  ever 
read  with  delight  and  profit  ;  it  bears  the  impress 
of  a  gigantic  intellect  and  vast  research.  As  a 
specimen  of  acute  and  powerful  reasoning,  enlivened 
occasionally  by  glowing  eloquence,  it  ranks  among 
the  finest  efforts  of  American  legal  oratory.  As 
Dr.  Johnson  said  of  a  similar  effort  at  the  English 
Bar,   "  It  was  bark  and  steel  to  the  mind.'' 

]\Ir.  Tremains  triumph  in  results  was  equal  to 
his  great  argument.  The  Court  of  Appeals  re- 
versed the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the 
verdict  of  the  jury,  granting  Stokes  a  new  trial. 
Tremain  had  now  obtained  his  great  object ;  he 
had  shielded  his  client  from  tlie  intluence  of  public 
opinion  ;  he  had  given  public  indignation  time  to 
cool  ;  he  had  taught  the  Courts  to  fear  him,  and 
when  the  new  trial  took  place  he  entered  upon  it 
confident  that  he  should  shield  his  client  from  the 
gallows.  Judge  Davis,  who  presided,  held  every 
intendment  against  the  prisoner,  which  was  an  em- 
barrassment for  Mr.  Tremain  ;  but  he  overcame 
whatever  obstacles  there  were  in  Judge  Davis' 
course,  and  with  an  almost  superhuman  effort 
defeated  a  conviction  for  murder  in  the  first  de- 
gree, securing  a  verdict  for  manslaughter  onlv,  on 
which  Stokes  was  sentenced  to  State  pri^,<Jn  for 
only  four  years.  Thus  the  astute  and  lung-sighted 
policy  of  Mr.  Tremain  prevailed,  and  now,  though 
his  truly  great  defender  is  sleeping  in  an  honored 
grave,  Edward  S.  Stokes  has  for  several  years  been 
a  wealthy,  successful  and  luxurious  citizen  of  New 
York.  So  exhausted  was  'Mr.  Tremain  after  the 
last  trial  of  Stokes,  that  he  fell  asleep  at  the  dinner 
table  in  his  hotel  while  the  jury  were  deliberating. 

During  that  trial  his  old  disease  afflicted  him, 
but  he  resisted  it  as  best  he  could  with  medical 
aid.  In  the  second  session  of  Congress  he  took  his 
seat  in  that  bc>dy,  ranking  among  the  leaders  of 
the  House.  His  speeches  on  the  important  (jues- 
tions  that  arose  show  that  he  was  as  accomplished 
in  parliamentary  debate  as  he  was  in  the  discus- 
sions of  the  liar.  Many  of  his  speeches  outlived 
their  times,  and  diL\  will  be  read  as  line  specimens 
of  parliamentary  elo([ucnce  and  logic  tor  \-ears  to 
come.  Among  tlie^e  was  that  upon  the  sul'ject  of 
"The  Disposition  of  the  Ualance  of  the  ^loney 


received  from  England  by  virtue  of  the  Geneva 
Award.  '  This  speech  was  read  with  profnuid  in- 
I  terest  through  the  United  States  and  Europe.  His 
j  Congressional  career  ended  ^larch,  1875,  and  he 
I  retired  exhausted  and  suffering  from  the  repeated 
j  attacks  of  disease,  aggravated  by  the  unwholesome 
air  of  the  House. 

He  returned  to  Albany,  but,  unable  to  resume 
1  his  business,  he  decided  u])on  anotlier  voyage  to 
Europe  with  his  wife.  He  returned  much  im- 
proved, though  not  restored  to  health.  Soon  after 
his  return  he  was  untbrtunately  induced  to  under- 
take the  defense  of  Frederick  Smith,  tried  for  mur- 
der at  the  Fulton  Oyer  and  Terminer  early  in 
1876.  This  case  was  to  the  people  of  Fulton 
Count}-  what  the  Stokes  case  was  to  the  City  of 
New  York.  Public  opinion  was  strongly  against 
the  accused,  as  was  also  the  evidence.  The  court 
j  room  was  crowded,  the  air  in  it  poisonous  to  'Sir. 
Tremain,  and  he  became  so  ill  that  court  was 
compelled  to  adjourn,  and  for  a  time  he  was  con- 
!  fined  to  his  bed.  As  soon  as  he  felt  himself  able, 
I  weak  as  he  was,  he  took  his  place  at  the  Bar  and 
the  trial  was  resumed.  The  energy  he  exhibited 
was  a  matter  of  wonder  to  all  ;  suffering  as  he  was. 
he  entered  on  the  duty  of  addressing  the  jury  in  a 
manner  so  surprisingly  pt.nvertul  that  it  was  hard 
to  believe  him  suffering  from  a  disease  which  had 
a  fatal  hold  upon  him.  "  He  stood  before  the 
jury  for  hours,  pleading  with  them  by  turns,  with 
all  his  old-time  voice  and  charm  of  manner,  and 
then  clearly  and  forcibly  disintegrating  the  evi- 
dence for  the  people,  denouncing  in  deep  and 
stern  tones  its  flimsy  character.  The  jurv  ac- 
quitted the  prisoner,  and  the  verdict  was  due  to 
the  able  manner  in  which  Mr.  Tremain  tried  the 
cause  and  to  the  magnificent  manner  in  which 
he  closed  it. "  This  was  his  last  important  case  : 
his  strength  never  returned  ;  he  breathed  with 
dit?iculty  and  his  spirits  were  clouded.  He  went 
to  his  office,  but  was  too  ill  to  take  any  [)art 
in  business.  At  this  time  his  partners  were  Rufus 
\V.  Peckham,  son  of  his  old  friend  and  former 
partner,  and  now  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
anil  his  son  Grenville  Tremain, 

We  have  thus  sketched  the  professional,  politi- 
cal anil  public  life  of  Lyman  Tremain,  of  whom  it 
is  no  affectation  to  say  that  he  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  lights  of  the  Bar  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
with  full  mastery  of  the  eloquence  of  the  Bar  in 
its  best  days. 

It  remains  now  to  consider  briefly  his  private 
life.    That  such  a  man  as  'SU.  Tremain  should  be 
a  favorite  in  the  high  circle  in  which  he  moved  is 
natural.    At  the  head  of  a  refined   and  happy 
I  family,  in  which  centered  great  domestic  happiness, 
j  surrounded  by  all  that  could  make  life  happy,  ad- 
1  mired  and  honored  by  his  brethren  of  the  Bar,  it 
j   would  seem  that  he  was  beyond  the  reach  of  afilic- 

tion  and  sorrow. 
I  In  Ausfust,  1S42.  lie  was  united  bv  marriage  to 
I  Miss  Helen  Cornwall,  of  Cat.>kill,  N.'  Y.,  a  la.ly  of 
much  personal  worth  and  many  accomplishments. 
1  Never  were  husl^anil  and  wife  more  strongly  at- 
1  tached.  Tiie  >uffcrings  ofthe  furmerfrom  the  painful 
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attacks  of  the  disease  we  liave  mentioned  rendered  | 
him  an  object  of  the  tenderest  care  and  solicitude 
to  tlie  wife     Her  gentle,  loving  and  faithful  minis-  i 
trations  did  much  to  sustain  him  and  retard  the 
ravages  of  disease,  btrengthening  him  and  enabling 
him  to   continue  his  brilliant  and  ardent  career  ; 
tlown  to  the  time  when  huinm  efforts  to  succor  i 
him  became  of  no  avail.  | 

Four  children,  three  sons  and  one  dau'diter,  were 
born  to  this  marriage.    The  sons  all  passeil  from  ; 
earth  before  the  death  of  INIr.  Tremain.    Tlieir  ! 
first-born,  Frederick,  as  we  have  seen,  fell  in  bat-  j 
tie.  The  sorrow  and  gloom  which  ilie  death  of  this 
gallant  young  soldier  produced  in  Alban\'   and  i 
elsewhere    is  recorded  in  a  volume  devoted   to  i 
the  history  of  his  life.     In  the  fall  of  1868,  a  bright  j 
and  beautiful  boy  of  seven  was  suddenl}-  taken 
away,  under  the  most  painful  circumstances.  He 
died  from  die  effects  of  a  fall  o\qx  the  l)ani^tcrs  of 
a  stairway  in  his  father's  house,  almost  under  his  , 
father's  eyes.    His  other  son,  Grenville,  his  law  i 
partner,   inherited  all  his  father's  talents,  all  his  ! 
eloquence,  and  all  his  personal  worth.    Young  as  ] 
he  was,  he  attained  a  commanding  position  at  the  ! 
Bar;  so  commanding  that  in   1877  he  received  ! 
the  nomination,  by  acclamation,  of  Attorney-Gen-  \ 
eral  from  the  Republican  party.    This  was  a  spon- 
taneous and  splendid  tribute,  all  unsought,  both  to  I 
father  and  son.    The  Republican  ticket  was  not  | 
successful  in  the  State,  Imt  _\-i)ung  Trt-niain  re-  j 
ceived  a  most  flattering  vote,  runniny;  largely  ahead  1 
of  his  ticket,  and  obtaining  a  majority  of  votes  in 
Albany  County. 

But  this  young  man,  so  gifted,  so  winning, 
so  idolized  by  his  parents,  was  suddenly  stricken  i 
by  a  fatal  illness,  which  terminated  fatally  in  a  very  I 
few  days.  From  this  terrible  blow  Mr.  Tremain  I 
never  recovered.  The  deep  fountains  of  sorrow  were  | 
opened  for  him  ;  over  his  heart  a  wintry  change  j 
had  come,  and  the  sunlight  of  his  life  was  shad-  \ 
owed.  But  he  lingered  through  the  summer  and  : 
fall  of  187S,  dying  on  the  30th  of  November.  His  j 
death,  though  not  unexpected,  created  a  most  pro-  I 
found  sensation  throughout  the  State.  The  Bench,  i 
the  Bar  and  the  Press  attested  their  respect  for  1 
his  memory  ;  the  former  by  proceedings  character-  ! 
ized  by  tlie  deepest  solemnity  and  sorrow  :  the  i 
latter  by  tributes  the  most  respectful  and  of  the  | 
highest  ability.  The  popular  favor  which  he  en-  I 
joyed  in  such  unmeasured  profusion  was  exhibited  ! 
by  many  unusual  demonstrations  of  public  and  i 
private  sorrow  ;  every  degree  of  talent  and  of  elo-  j 
quence  offered  to  his  memory  green  and  fragrant  1 
garlands.  j 

Ln  person  Judge  Tremain  was  above  the  | 
middle  height,  of  strong,  vigorous  mould  and  dig-  j 
nitied  presence.  His  face  was  uncommonlv  at-  | 
tractive,  with  large  blue  e}'es,  broad,  (:>pen  tore-  | 
head,  mouth^nd  teeth  of  great  beauty,  and  a  smile  i 
unusually  winning  and  cordial.  In  private  life  i 
those  who  knew  him  best  (elt  for  him  the  sincerest  ; 
aftection.  He  was  a  model  huhbanil,  lather  and 
friend;  his  disposition  was  amiable  and  generous. 
During  his  long  and  at  times  distressing  illness  he  I 
governeil  himself  with  rare  self-restraint.     His  un-  I 


wearied,  heroic  patience,  unfailing  good  humor 
and  cheerful  courage  rendered  attendance  u])on 
his  needs  a 'pleasure  to  all.  .Mr.  Tremain  was  a 
sincere,  devoted  believer  in  the  tcachim^'s  of  the  sa- 
cred Scrijjture.  His  primary  characteristic,  that 
which  gave  him  his  peculiar  weight  in  the  cni- 
munit}',  was  the  force  of  hismcjral.  religious  i)rinci- 
ples  ;  a  force  which  operated  with  the  steadiness  of 
a  law  of  nature,  blending  harmoniously  with  his 
brilliant  talents.  To  live  religiously  he  did  not 
think  himself  called  to  give  up  the  prcijicr  pursuits 
and  gratifications  of  human  nature.  He  lit-lieved 
that  religion  was  in  harnion_\-  with  intellectual  im- 
provements, with  the  pleasures  of  imagination  and 
society,  and  especially  with  the  kindly  affections, 
and  thus  religious  principle  added  tenderness, 
steadiness,  dignit_\',  to  the  impulses  of  nature. 
^N'ithout  pretension  or  show,  or  any  striking  dis- 
coveries of  emotion,  he  felt  the  claim  of  everything 
human  upon  his  sympathy  and  his  service,  and 
his  strong  abiding  ho[)e  of  a  blessed  immortality 
beaudfully  sustained  him  during  the  fatal  illness 
that  terminated  his  life.  Finallv,  may  we  not  say 
that  he  whose  life  and  acts  we  have  recorded  is 
really  the  speaker.^  That  it  is  he  rather  than  his 
biographer  who  teaches  us  from  the  tomb  where 
his  head  now  lies  low,  or  rather  from  that  world 
into  which  his  soul  has  passed,  such  valuable  les- 
sons as  may  be  drawn  from  his  example  in  the  an- 
nals of  his  life.  Retlecting  on  that  life,  recalling 
its  modest  beginnings  and  its  solid  achievements, 
his  fidelity  to  duty  and  his  loyalty  to  principle,  the 
soundness  of  his  judgments  and  the  just  balance  of 
his  thoughts,  the  simplicity  of  his  character  and  his 
winning  personal  traits  :  considering  the  range  of 
offices  well  filled,  his  obligation  to  his  clients  well 
and  honorably  discharged  ;  reflecting  on  all  this, 
do  we  not  find  the  elements  of  a  picture"  of  what  a 
man  ought  to  be — the  portraiture  of  the  son,  the 
husband  and  the  parent,  the  student,  the  scholar, 
the  lawyer,  orator,  patriot  and  Christian. 

JOHN  C.  NOTT. 

Judge  John  C.  Nott  was  born  at  Norman  Vale, 
the  old  Taylor  homestead  in  Guilderland,  Albany 
County,  N.  Y. ,  August  15,  1835.  His  father  was 
Hon.  Benjamin  Nott,  son  of  Dr.  Eliphilet  Nott, 
for  mam  years  President  of  Union  College. 

Judge  Nott's  mother  was  Fdizabeth  Cooper,  a 
sister  of  Gen.  John  Taylor  Cooper,  of  Albany, 
and  a  granddaughter  of  Gov.  John  Taylor,  a 
disdnguished  character  in  the  early  histor\-  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  In  1^43  Hon.  Benjamin 
Nott  became  a  resident  of  Bethlehem,  Albany 
County. 

In  his  early  boyhood  \oung  Nott  attended  the 
common  school  of  Bethlehem,  where  he  acquired 
a  rudimentary  education.  He  prei)aretl  for 
college  at  the  Albany  Academy,  and  entered  Union 
College,  from  whence  he  was  graduaietl  in  the 
class  of  185^.  He  took  his  degree,  with  the  repu- 
tation of  an  excellent  scholar. 

In  conformity  with  liis  intention  of  entering  the 
legal  profession,  he  became  a  student  at  law  in  the 
oOice  of  C(/i'^'tf/-,  Porler  6^  //(///(/,  of  Albany,  a 
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distinguished  hiw  firm,  with  a  State  and  national 
reputation.  Ilic  advanta,L!:cs  which  young  Nott 
derived  from  his  studont>hip  in  this  firm  of  ac- 
quiring a  soHd.  jiractical  Ic^al  education  have  been 
manifested  in  his  professional  and  judicial  career, 
lie  was  also  a  stutlent  in  the  Alliany  Law  School, 
and  is  an  alumnus  of  its  class  of  1S63,  and  in  that 
year  he  was  admitted  to  the  ]>ar. 

One  or  his  early  traits  was  a  marked  love  for  mil- 
itary aftairs  ;  to  these  he  ga\  e  such  attention  Uiat 
he  became  an  accomplished  citizen  suldier,  exhib- 
iting such  decided  abilities  that  in  1S65  he  was 
j)romoted  to  the  rank  of  Culonel  of  the  r"ighly- 
second  Regiment,  N.  G. ,  S.  N.  Y.  The  efficient 
and  practical  knowledge  he  brought  to  his  office 
exhibited  itself  in  the  drill  and  discipHne  of  his 
command. 

In  1866  he  formed  a  partnership  with  the  late 
Hon.  Wm.  S.  Paddock,  of  Albany,  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  under  the  firm  name  of  Paddock 
&  Nott.  Tliis  same  year  he  was  elected  School 
Commissioner  for  the  First  District  of  Albany 
County,  and  although  the  business  of  his  law  firm 
was  large  and  extended,  he  found  dme  to  discharge 
in  a  faithful  and  acceptable  manner  the  duties  of 
his  office.  Ilis  relation  with  Recorder  Paddock 
continued  to  the  year  1874,  when  he  was  nomi- 
nated for  Police  Justice  by  the  Democrats  of  Al- 
bany. He  was  elected  by  a  plurality  of  2,400. 
In  187S  he  was  renominated  and  elected  by  a  ma- 
j'^rity  of  3,  "C"  over  h'?  p<^r\n>il'VTi  comr'Ctitor. 
In  1882  he  was  a  third  time  nominated,  and  was 
elected  by  a  majority  of  about  six  thousand.  These 
repeated  elections,  with  such  largely  increased  ma- 
jorities, eloquently  attest  the  ability  with  which  he 
discharged  his  first  judicial  duties,  and  the  estima- 
tion in  \Yhich  he  was  held  by  the  citizens  of  Al- 
bany. 

In  1882  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Isaac  B. 
Barrett,  a  gentleman  wliose  legal  attainments  are 
generally  acknowledged,  and  who  occupies  a  high 
standing  at  the  Albany  Bar.  This  partnership  still 
continues,  and  is  a  leading  firm  of  Albany. 

The  appreciation  of  Judge  Xott  was  manifested 
in  a  higher  and  more  marked  degree  by  his  eleva- 
tion to  the  Bench  of  tlie  County  Court  of  Albany 
County. 

On  October  10,  1883,  the  Citizen.s' Association 
of  Albany  nominated  him  for  County  Judge.  Three 
days  later  he  received  the  indorsement  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic County  Convention,  and  was  elected  at  the 
general  election  in  November  fi^Jlowing,  by  an  un- 
usually large  majority  of  five  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven,  being  the  highest  majority 
of  any  nominee  on  the  ticket. 

He  brouglit  to  the  Bencli  all  tliose  qualities  that 
rendered  him  >o  useful  and  popular  in  his  former 
official  position.  He  exhibited  fauiiliaritv  with 
statute  law,  criminal  law  and  the  laws  of  evidence. 
In  the  trial  of  cause-she  grasped  the  facts  with  rapid 
precision,  and  decided  both  ([uestions  of  law  and 
fact  promptly  and  « ithout  circumlocution. 

"  On  the  bench  he  is  not  given  to  verbositv.  In 
passing  upon  questions  of  law  in  a  civil  action,  or 
imposing  its  penalties  on  convicted  criminals,  he  is 


always  brief  and  to  the  point.  He  does  not  wander 
off  into  a  maze  of  decisions,  theories  or  parallel 
cases,  nor  docs  he  read  vapid  homilies  to  them." 
He  pronounces  his  decision>  in  terse,  positive  lan- 
guage, ami  he  comes  to  his  sentences  of  criminals 
with  directness  and  dignity.     His  severity  is  always 
j  adecpiate  to  the  crime  of  which  the  criminal  is 
I  convicted,  and  he  gives  due  consideration  to  prop- 
j  eriy  established  mitigating  circumstances. 
I       One  of  the  first  trials  at  which  Judge  Nott 
j  presided    was    of  absorbing    interest.      It  was 
j  at  the  April,    1S84,   term  of  the  Court  of  Ses- 
!  sions,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  presided  com- 
I  mended  him  alike  to  the  admiration  of  the  Bar  and 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  public.  Alfred 
F.  Vedder,  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  was  arraigned 
i  for  procuring  an  abortion  to  be  performed  upon 
j  one  Anna  A.  Walters,  a  young  lad_\'  who  had  been 
i  one  of  his  flock.    The  story  she  told  was  highly  sen- 
i  sadonal,  relating  to  their  first  meetings,  their  visits 
!  together  to  different  hotels  and  to  different  cities, 
!  and  in  many  of  the  details  her  story  was  stron,i,dy 
I  corroborated  b}'  circumstantial  es  idence.    The  de- 
I  fense  was  conducted  with  great  earnestness,  and 
j  evevv  possible  point  made  and  saved  for  review. 
I  Judge  Nott  held  the  scales  of  justice  evenly  bal- 
i  anced,  ruled  promptly  on  the  many  law  questions 
!  presented,  and  at  the  close  of  the  evidence,  in  a 
i  lucid  charge,  submitted  the  case  to  the  jurw  whicii 
j  rendered  a  charge   of  guilt}',  and   \'edder  was 
I  sentenced  to  State  Prison  for  four  years. 
I      Many  difficult  law  quesdons  were  debated  on 
I  the  trial.     Was  Miss  Walters  an  accomplice  of  the 
I  prisoner.'  becam.e  a  very  important  question.  If 
j  she  was,  her  evidence  required  corroboration  under 
section  399  of  the  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure. 
It  was  argued  for  the  defense  that  she  was  a  part}- 
I  to  the  crime,  consenting,  and  equally  guilty  with 
j  the  prisoner.    Judge  Nott  held  that  she  was  not  an 
accomplice,  but  rather  a  victim.    An  appeal  was 
j  taken  to  the  General  Term  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
i  and  the  conviction  was  affirmed  by  a  divided 
i  court.    A  further  appeal  was  taken  to  the  Cc>urt  of 
!  Appeals,  and  that  court  unanimously  confirmed 
the  conviction,  and  thus  settled  in  this  State  the 
mooted  question  of  whether  a  woman  who  submits 
to  an  abortion  is  an  accomplice  of  the  procurer. 
The  opinion  of  that  court  was  written  by  Chief- 
lustice  Rui;er,  and  contains  a  review  of  the  trial, 
and  expressly  affirms  every   ruling  made  on  the 
trial.    This  case  justly  added  to  the  reputation  of 
!  Judge  Nott,  ami  placed  him  in  the  ranks  ot  the 
;  ablest  of  our  trial  judges. 

1  His  written  opinions  have  tlie  impress  of  reflection 
I  and  learning,  alwa}s  interlarded  witii  sufficient  pre- 
}  cedent  to  sustain  his  ci  inclusions:  but  they  were  never 
i  loaded  down  with  pedantic  quotations.  From  his 
I  written  opinions  we  have  room  to  refer  to  only  two. 
j  Although  very  brief,  they  are  very  important,  and 
i  give  the  reader  a  very  adequate  knowledge  of  the 
j  character  and  style  of  his  judicial  mind  and 
I  method. 

I  The  first  of  these  cases  is  that  of  T/n'  People  vs. 
1  John  Harritmton  and  George  Messer,  Jr.,  in  the 
I  Albany  County  Sessions.     The  defendants,  at  the 
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June  term  in  18S3,  judge  Van  AlsUne  presitiing, 
pleaded  guilty  to  an  indictment  for  burglary  in  tlie 
second  degree.  Their  sentence  was  suspended  and 
they  were  discharged  from  custody.  In  November, 
1884,  they  were  committed  to  jail  by  one  of  the 
police  justices,  charged  with  another  crime; 
whereupon  the  District  Attorney,  on  December  5, 
1884,  caused  them  to  be  brought  into  that  court, 
Judge  Xott  presiding,  and  moved  that  each  be 
sentenced  under  his  plea  of  guilty,  entered  at  the 
June  term  of  1S83.  Their  counsel  objected  to 
the  sentence,  under  which  a  very  interesting  law 
point  was  raised  and  elaborately  argued,  touching 
the  rights  of  the  court  to  suspend  the  seniciicc  of 
convicted  criminals  and  discharge  them  indefinitely, 
and  the  right  of  a  court  to  inflict  a  sentence  at  any 
subsequent  time  on  motion  of  the  District  At- 
torney. 

At  the  time  the  plea  of  guilty  was  entered  both 
defendants  were  under  sixteen  years  of  age.  When 
brought  up  fur  sentence,  Harrington  yet  was  under 
sixteen,  but  Messer  was  over  that  age. 

"In  the  case  of  the  People  vs.  Monisette  (20  Howard 
Pr.,  1 18),"  says  Judge  Nott  in  his  opinion,"  the  Court  of  (.)ycr 
and  Terminer  refused  to  suspend  sentence,  liolding  that  no 
suspension  of  'sentence  or  stay  is  authorized,  except  upon  a 
certiorari  or  writ  of  error,  on  application  in  arrest  of  judg- 
ment, or  for  a  new  trial;  but  this  ruling  is  contrary  to  the 
current  of  cases  in  this  country,  and  the  precise  point  has 
been  recently  determined  in  the  Fourth  Department  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  the  People  Graves.  Says  Hardin,  J.: 
'  \Ve  regard  the  essential  question  in  this  case  so  firmly  re- 
solved against  the  appellant  by  the  authorities  that  we  do 
not  deem  it  usetul  to  open  llie  question  for  fresii  investigation 
and  adjudication  (2  N.  Y.  Crim.  Rep..  227).  It  is  just  and 
proper  that  the  power  to  suspend  sentence  should  exist  in 
the  Superior  Criminal  Courts.  Great  harm  might  flow  to 
society  in  the  destruction  of  the  means  of  those  charged 
with  the  administration  of  criminal  justice,  to  expose  throu'^di 
this  aid  dangerous  conjpiracies  to  person  and  property.'  ■  It 
would  seem,'  says  T'ixon,  J.,  '  that  it  is  stating  the  matter  too 
broadly  to  assert  th't  it  is  always  the  imperative  duty  of  a 
court  to  --ender  judgment  on  a  conviction  of  crime,  unless 
some  legal  proceedings  for  review  be  interposed;  considera- 
tions of  public  policy  may  induce  the  court  to  stay  its  hand 
(State  vs.  Addy,  14  \  room,  I13-39,  Am.  Rep.,  546).'  In 
the  case  of  Harrington,  the  clemency  of  this  court  seems  to 
have  had  no  sidutary  effect  upon  him.  We  find  him  again 
in  the  custody  of  the  law,  charged  with  crime,  and  our  duty 
is  to  impose  sentence  upon  iiim,  which  is  that  he  be  con- 
fined in  the  House  ot  Refuge  during  the  ijleasure  of  the 
managers  (Park  vs.  People,  i  [.ansiug,  2631.  In  Messer's 
case  a  different  que3ti(5n  is  presented.  In  his  case,  at  the 
time  of  his  pica  of  guilty,  he  was  one  of  that  class  of  crim- 
inals recognized  as  juvenile  delinriuents,  and  the  sentence  of 
the  court  might  and  probably  would  have  been  to  the  Hou^-e 
of  Refuge,  where  his  minil  \V(juld  h.ive  been  properly  trained 
and  means  taken  to  reform  and  educate  him.  and  although 
but  for'  the  provisions  of  the  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure 
(sec.  832),  he  would  be  disqualified  as  a  witness  (People  vs. 
Park,  41  N.  V.,  21 ),  yet  his  right  to  vote  at  any  election  wlien 
arriving  of  age  would  not  lie  taken  away  (Penal  Code.  711). 
Hg  is  now  over  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  if  sentenced 
he  must  be  imprisoned  in  a  State  prison  for  not  more  than 
ten  years  nor  less  than  five  years  (I'enal  Code,  507),  or 
to  the  Klmira  Reformatory,  whcrefrom  he  may  be  trans- 
ferred to  a  State  prison. 

"A  sentence  now  under  the  plea  of  guilty  would  be  add- 
ing an  additional  penalty  to  that  which  might  and  probably 
would  have  been  suffered  if  sentenced  at  the  time  he 
entered  his  plea,  that  of  disfranchisement.  It  is  an  exem- 
plary rule  th.it  any  law  that  changes  the  punishment  and 
inflicts  a  greater  puni-hment  than  the  law  annexed  to  the 
crime  when  coiiimiited  is  void  (Calder  vs.  Bull.,  3  Dall., 
386-390),  and  the  rule  is  the  same  when  the  law  is  changed 


after  conviction  (Hartung  vs.  People,  22  N.  V.,  05).  The 
humanity  of  our  law  and  the  genius  of  our  C<^nsiitution 
require  that  no  severer  penalty  should  be  imposed  on  a 
criminal  than  that  which  existed  when  the  ofl'en.-e  was  com- 
mitted or  a  conviction  had.     In  State  vs.  Addy  (43  New 
;  Jersey  Law  Reports,  1 13),  it  was  held  on  a  conviction  of 
:   maintaining  a  nuisance,  the  court  having  su>pended  sentence 
1   on  payment  of  costs,  so  long  as  the  delendant  should  abate 
i   the  nuisance,  that  a   sentence  of  imprisonment  at  a  sub- 
i   sequent  time  was  void. 

i  "  The  charity  of  a  court  should  not  be  allowed  to  work  an 
:    injustice  to  a  defendant.    Independent  ot  the  question  of 

disfranchisement,  there  is  such  a  marked  difference  between 
!  the  methods  and  prison  disci[)line  of  the  House  of  Rtfuge 
i  and  a  State  prison  that  it  is  apparent  that  a  sentence  now  of 
I  Messer  to  a  State  prison  would  be  harder  and  more  severe 
'  than  if  sentenced  over  a    year  ago,  when  the  plea  was 

entered  I  Entertaining  these  views,  the  court  declines  to 
I  sentence  Messer  on  his  plea  of  guilty,  and  remands  him 
1  into  the  custody  of  the  Sheriff,  under  the  later  criminal 
!  charge,  upon  which  he  was  committed  to  jail,  to  be  proceeded 
j  against  as  the  law  directs." 

i  This  decision,  it  will  be  seen,  is  sustained  by 
I  acute  reasoning,  strongly  fortified  by  legal  author- 
I  ities  and  common  sense  suggestions,  and  exhibits 
I  an  able,  fearless  and  humane  judicial  officer. 
!  The  other  case  to  which  we  alluded  is  that  of 
i  Hceihin  vs.  T/ie  West  Shore  Railroad.  It  is  of  great 
i  importance,  as  it  settles  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
I  County  Court  over  the  person  in  regard  to  the  ser- 
vice of  processes  from  it,  and  what  constitutes  the 
legal  residence  of  domestic  corporations. 

Heenan  brought  an  action .  against  the  West 
Shore  R.   R.,  in  tlie  County  Court  of  Albany 
County,  to  recover  damages  for  injury  to  personal 
property,  caused  in  defendant's  negligence  in  operat- 
I  ing  its  railroads  through  the  village  of  ^^'est  Troy, 
i  in  Albany  County. 

I  The  complaint  alleges  that  the  defendant  is  a 
i  domestic  corporation,  engaged  in  the  carrying  of 
I  freight  and  passengers  for  hire  in  various  parts  of 
j  the  State,  including  the  County  of  Albany;  that  a 
I  part  of  its  line  of  road  is  located  in  this  county. 
I  The  answer  of  the  defendant  admits  that  it  is  a 
I  domestic  corporation,  and  avers  that  its  principal 
I  place  of  business  is,  and  was  at  and  long  before  the 
;  commencement  of  this  action,  established  by  its 
j  ardcles  of  association  and  actually  located  in  the 
I  City  of  New  York;  that  its  principal  place  of  bus- 
,  iness  never  was  established  or  located  in  the  County 
I  of  Albany,  and  that  the  summons  was  .served  upon 
i  the  defendant  in  the  City  of  Xew  York.  The 
i  answer  also  puts  in  is-sue  the  various  allegations  in 
I  the  complaint. 

j  On  the  trial  it  was  establishetl  that  the  defendant. 
{  being  a  railroad  corporation,  operated  its  road 
s  through  various  counties  of  the  State,  including 

.\lbany  County;  that  by  the  articles  of  association 

and  in  fact  its  principal  place  of  business  is  and 
;  was  located  in  the  City  of  New'  York;  that  the 

summons  in  the  action  was  served  upon  one  of  the 
j  officers  of  the  defendant  in  the  City  of  New  York. 

The  plaintiff  had  a  verilict,  whereupon  the  de- 
\  fendant  mo\ed  for  a  new  trial  and  a  dismissal  of 

the  complaint. 

!  "  Two  que-tions,"  said  ludge  Xott,  "  are  presented  for  the 
consideration  of  the  court:  first,  has  the  court  such  juris- 
diction as  to  entertain  the  action?  second,  if  it  has  not,  has 
the  defendant  waived,  or- is  he  precluded  from  raising,  the 
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])oiiU,  Ik-  Iiavinij  aiipcarcil  and  answ cruil  ?  Tlu-  (.'chIl'  ot 
Civil  i'l-OLLchiri-  provides  tliat  for  tlie  purpose  of  determin- 
ing the  juri^ilictum  ol  tlu-  County  Court  a  domestic  corpora- 
tion or  joint  stock  association,  whose  principal  place  of  bus- 
iness is  established  by  or  pursuant  to  a  statute  or  by  its 
articles  of  associa'.ioii,  or  is  actually  located  within  the 
county,  is  deemed  a  resident  of  the  county,  and  personal 
service  of  a  summons  madew  ilhiu  the  county,  as  prescribed 
by  the  Code,  ir.  sufticicnl  (sec.  541 ).  <  Hir  jurisdiction,  tliei  e- 
fore.  by  this  jirovision,  in  the  case  of  a  domestic  corpora- 
tion, depends,  first,  upon  the  location  within  our  county  of  its 
principal  place  of  business,  whether  by  force  of  a  special 
statute  or  its  articles  of  association,  or  its  actual  location ; 
and  secondly,  personal  service  of  the  sunmions  within  the 
county  upon  one  of  those  ot  its  officers  w  ho  may  be  served 
under  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  with  a  summons  in  an 
action  against  it. 

"  Tiie  pru\ icjioa.-  of  the  (.^onstiiutioii  in  reference  to  the 
County  Court  (art^  6,  sec.  15)  are  broad  enough  to  permit 
the  Legislature  to  confer  this  power  upon  the  County 
Court,  and  that  it  is  so  eminently  proper  to  cover  cases 
where  large  business  enterprises  are  carried  on  within  the 
county,  and  some  of  its  chief  officers  within  the  county  di- 
recting its  principal  oflices,  although  the  principal  office 
may  be  located  in  another  county  ^CIelnp  vs.  Pratt.  7  Daly, 
197,  distinguishing  Landers  vs.  Ihe  S.  L  R.  Co.,  53  N.  Y., 
450)." 

The  conclusion.s  the  Court  arrives  at  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  Here  the  principal  place  of  business  of  the  defendant, 
by  its  articles  of  association,  and  in  fact,  is  located  within 
one  county,  and  the  summons  was  not  served  in  this 
county.  The  conclusion  reached  is,  that  this  Court  has 
not  jurisdiction  over  the  defendant.  This  brings  us  to  the 
conclusion  of  the  second  question:  Has  the  defendant 
waived,  or  is  it  precluded  from  raising  the  objection.  The 
plaintiff  insists  that,  the  defendant  having  answ  ered  and  ap- 
peared generally  in  the  action,  althouLrh  by  its  answer  it 
raibcd  the  is^ue  ol  its  residence,  it  cannot  now  say  it  is  a 
non-resident  of  the  county,  as  the  Court  could  acquire  iuris- 
■  diction  of  the  defendant  bv  the  .service  of  the  summons 
upon  a  proper  officer  of  the  company  within  the  county, 
which  could  not  be  done  in  the  case  of  an  individual. 

"  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  allegations  of  the  complaint  as 
\  to  residence  were  sufficient,  and  as  the  defect  of  which  the 
defendant  complains  did  not  appear  on  the  face  of  the  com- 
plaint, he  could  not  de  .iur  iCode,  sec.  4SS).  The  objec- 
tion to  the  iurisdiclion  was,  therefore,  properly  taken 
by  answer  (Code,  sec.  49S)  ;  Holbrook  vs.  Baker,  16 
Jlun,  176;  Mayhew  vs.  Robinson,  10  How,  162-5), 
and  was  not  waived  by  appearance  in  the  action,  and 
an  answer  therein  setting  up  th*e  objection  (Sullivan  vs. 
Fraier,  4  Robt.,  620;  Wheelock  vs.  Lee,  74  N.  V.,  497-S). 
In  opposition  to  the  rule  at  common  law.  under  the  Code, 
a  defendant  may  plead  as  many  defenses  as  he  has,  wheth- 
er, as  formerly  denominated,  to  the  jurisdiction  in  abate 
ment  or  in  bar  (Code,  sec.  507  ;  .Sweet  vs.  Tuttle,  16  X. 
Y.,  465).  It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  general  appearance 
of  the  defendant,  distincdy  by  its  pleading  giving  notice  of 
its  intention  to  raise  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  is  no 
waiver,  nor  doss  it  preclude  tne  defendant  from  insisting  on 
the  want  of  jurisdiction  of  this  Court  (Landers  vs.  The  .S.  I. 
K.  Co.,  53  X.  Y.,  450:  Davidsburgh  vs.  The  K.  L.  bis. 
Co.,  90  N.  v.,  526).  The  cases  cited  by  the  plaintifi's 
counsel  (Paulding  vs.  Hurd  Man.  Co.,  E.  D  Smith,  3S; 
Ballard  vs.  Burrows,  2  Robt.,  206:  Olcott  vs.  McLean.  73 
N.  v.,  223)  do  not  apply  to  this  case.  An  order  must  lie 
entered  granting  the  motion  of  the  defendant  and  awarding 
a  new  trial,  and  the  complaint  should  be  dismissed." 

This  case  was  appealed  to  the  (General  Term, 
and  the  opinion  of  Jtul.^'-e  Xott  was  there  cited, 
with  approval,  and  unanimously  conlirmed. 

Judge  Nott  takes  much  interest  in  secret  henev- 
olent  organizations,  known  as  Masoncry,  Knights 
of  Pythias,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  P'ellows 
and  the  Order  of  United  Friends,  to  all  of  which 
he  has  i)elonged  for  several  years,  and  is  held  in 


liigh  cslim.uii  HI      his  l)rethren  of  these  orders.  He 
'  fmds  great  pleasure  in  advancing  their  interests, 
j  and  his  influence  is  recognized  as  salutary  and 
•  advantageous.     In  1879  he  was  elected  (Irand 
Chancellor  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  in  188  i 
■  he  represented  the  Grand  Lodge  in  the  Supreme 
Lodge.     In  December,  1881,  on  the  organization 
of  the  Order  of  United  Friends,  he  was  elected 
Imperial  Chancellor  for  the  term  of  two  years. 
The  benefits  of  his  administration  among  the  be- 
nevolent orders  of  the  Lhiited  States  are  generally 
I  and  warmly  acknowledged. 

In  politics  Judge  Nott  is  a  Democrat.  To  this 
party  he  gave  his  adherence  early  in  life,  under  the 
conscientious  conviction  in  the  rectitude  of  its 
I  principles,  though  he  is  willing  to  acknowledge  all 
real  merit  in  opposing  parties  and  political  oppo- 
nents, recognizing  the  necessity  of  political  parties 
in  a  government  organized.  like  our  own.  \Miile 
he  is  strong  in  his  political  predilections,  he  is  in 
no  sense  a  political  bigot.  In  the  discharge  of 
his  judicial  duties  he  forgets  politics,  partisans, 
and  political  distinctions,  deciding  whatever  mat- 
ters come  before  him  from  the  stand-point  of 
strict  impartiality 

Judge  Nott  carries  into  social  life  the  amenities 
of  a  gentleman  by  intuition  and  association.  What- 
ever sternness  there  is  in  his  nature  is  e.xhibited  only 
on  the  bench,  and  there  only  as  occasion  requires. 
In  his  social  relations  he  is  genial,  ea.sy  of  ap- 
proach, attached  to  his  friends,  and  attaches  them 
to  himself  in  those  reciprocal  relations,  always 
agreeable  in  private  life.  Judge  Nott  has  been, 
and  still  is,  attached  to  the  cause  of  education,  and 
in  this  respect  is  also  a  very  useful  member  of  so- 
ciety. Such  are  the  characteristics  and  such  the 
career,  down  to  this  writing,  of  judge  John  C. 
Nott.  stated  without  embellishment  or  amplifica- 
tion. Readers  of  all  classes  will  concede  that  an 
honorable  place  in  the  history  of  Albany  County 
justly  belongs  to  him. 

EDWARD  J.  MEEGAN. 

Mr.  ^iF.F.t^AX  possesses  endowments  that  natur- 
ally qualify  him  for  attaining  success  in  his  profes- 
sion. Biild,  ardent,  self-reliant,  clear  in  his  con- 
ceptions, with  an  extensive  knowledge  of  books. 
To  these  cjualities  may  be  added  much  ingenuity 
and  a  cjuicK  and  ready  use  of  his  learning  in  the 
trial  and  conduct  of  causes,  united  with  the  ability 
to  protect  himself  against  the  coup  d'etat  oi  the  most 
learned  and  experienced  opponent,  and  in  his 
turn  is  formidable  in  the  attack,  quick  in  detecting 
the  errors  and  omissions  of  others. 

Thus  equipped,  though  quite  young,  he  has 
reached  the  head  of  the  junior,  if  not  the  senior. 
Bar  of  his  native  city.  His  singukir  success  in  the 
management  of  important  causes  in  all  of  the  State 
Courts  is  proverl)ial.  Some  of  the.se  causes  have 
passed  into  history,  made  interesting  to  the  stuilent 
and  [)ractitioner  by  the  new  and  original  points 
which  determine  cases  in  his  flwor.  .\s  is  natural 
j  with  one  of  his  ambili<:)n,  lie  has  found  in  politics 
a  sphere  congenial  to  his  tastes,  in  which  he  has 
gained  a  position  of  such  eminence  and  influence 
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tliat  he  has  hectiinc  a  power  and  a  loader  in  ilie 
Democratic  party,  to  which  he  gave  his  early  alle- 
giance, as  we  shall  more  fully  see  in  tracing  his  life  ! 
and  career.  j 

He  was  born  at  Albany,  X.  Y. ,  September  28,  i 
1846.  His  parents  were  Thomas  and  Sarah  ]\Iee- 
gan,  natives  of  the  County  of  Tyrone,  Ireland,  from 
whence  thcv  came  to  this  coimtrv  in  1S24,  and 
became  residents  of  Boston,  INIass.  In  1S26  they 
removed  to  Alban}',  where  they  were  highly  re- 
spected, and  there  resided  until  their  death. 

Young  ^lecgan  developed  a  love  of  learning, 
his  amusement  being  found  in  books  and  the 
practical  reading  of  works  apparently  beyond  his 
comprehension.  As  the  means  of  his  parents  were 
limited,  he  was  compelled  to  rely  much  upon  his 
own  resources  in  attaining  his  education  ;  thus  his 
capacity  was  not  obscured  nor  his  mental  growth 
retarded  by  pampered  indulgence  or  the  want  of  1 
strong  incentive  to  action.  Accustomed  to  early  \ 
self-reliance,  he  entered  the  battle  of  life  to  become 
a  victor. 

At  an  early  age  he  was  placed  at  St.  Joseph's 
Parish  School,  Albany,  where  he  was  carefully  and 
profitably  educated.  It  was  in  this  institution  that 
he  gave  indubitable  evidence  that  his  future  life 
would  be  devoted  to  one  of  the  learned  professions. 
Indeed,  one  of  the  dreams  of  his  early  ambition 
was  the  hope  of  becoming  a  lawyer,  and  it  is  pleas- 
ant to  record  the  manner  in  which  those  pleasing 
dreams  became  reality. 

At  the  ^ail)'  .1^0  \A  thirteen  th^oc  dreams  began 
to  take  the  form  of  reality  and  action.  Young  in 
years  but  precocious  in  intellect,  he  entered  the  law 
office  of  Edwards  cir"  Sturlevant,  a  highly  respecta- 
ble firm  at  Albany.  He  at  once  entered  upon  the 
practicable  duties  of  a  legal  clerkship,  learning 
that  detail  of  a  lasvyer's  life  by  witnessing  and,  in  a 
measure,  participating  m  the  most"  important  part 
of  a  lawyer's  life  and  duties  in  the  law  office  ;  and 
thus  we  may  say  that  ]\Ir.  Meegan  was,  in  the 
fullest  sense,  bred  to  the  law. 

He  continued  with  this  firm  and  with  Isaac  Ed- 
wards, Esq.,  distinguished  as  the  auth(:)r  of  " 
wards  on  Bills  and  Notes,'"  2Ln6.  a  highly  approved 
work  on  BaUincnls,  etc.,  until  his  admission  to  the 
Bar.  This  event  took  place  in  1S67,  as  soon  as  he 
reached  the  constitutional  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
He  opened  an  office  at  Albany,  surrounded  by  the 
highest  legal  talent  and  experience,  and  entered 
ardently  and  self-reliant  into  the  practice  of  his 
profession. 

He  had  passed  with  great  credit  through  the  | 
teachings  of  his  profession;  his  studentship  was  full  ' 
and  unconditional.    He  gave  to  the  office  in  which  i 
he  studied  his  entire  time  and  attention — much  i 
more  time  than  the  law  requires  to  fit  a  student  for  i 
e.xaminati'in.     He  read  with  ambitious  fideiitv  to  | 
his  calhng,   and  conducted  with  his  own  hands  i 
many  hundred  cases  through  all  the  intricacies  of 
the  Code  ;  so  that  when  he  began  practice  for  him- 
self, young  as  he  was,  he  was  a  t.ained  and  experi- 
enced lawyer.     With  these  advantages,  and  untlag-  ; 
ging  energies,  ([uickened  by  ambition,  it  is  not  j 
strange  that  signal  success  at  once  attended  him. 


In  Mav,  I  Sf')iy,  he  was  elected  b\  the  Coiiunc>n 
Council  of  Albanv  Corporation  Counsel,  having 
then  been  only  two  years  at  the  Ikr.  Perhaps  no 
higher  compliment  could  be  paid  to  the  talents  of 
the  young  lawyer  than  this.  The  duties  of  the 
office  deinan<led  high  abilities,  learning  and  pru- 
dence. Happily,  both  for  the  city  and  him,  he 
brought  to  it  all  these  endowments. 

When  lie  commenced  his  oflicial  dudes  there 
were  manv  untinisheil  suits,  and  he  was  confronted 
by  an  accumulation  of  official  work  that  would 
have  been  almost  appalling  even  to  an  older  and 
much  more  experienced  lawyer.  But  lie  enterctl 
ardently  and  sagaciously  into  the  work  before  liim. 
By  his  executive  ability,  professional  skill  and  vigi- 
lance he  saved  the  city  over  half  a  million  of  dol- 
lars. This  was  recognized  by  the  city  authorities, 
eliciting  thanks  from  Mayor  Thacher.  Mr.  Mee- 
gan  continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  until  April,  1S74.  In  the  meantime 
his  other  legal  business  continued  to  increase 
until  few,  if  any,  lawyers  in  the  city  commanded  a 
larger  or  more  profitable  clientage. 

He  adopted  no  specialty  in  his  profession,  for 
he  had  prepared  himself  for  a  general  law  practice. 
He  devoted  himself  mostly  to  what  is  known  as 
civil  cases,  but  he  found  in  the  criminal  law  a  field 
of  usefulness  and  profit.  The  success  which  has 
attended  his  career  at  the  Bar  is  the  best  demon- 
stration of  his  character  and  capacity  as  a  law-yer. 

^Ir.  Mecgan,  having  relincpiished  the  ofiice  of 
Corporation  Counsel,  continued  his  practice  with  a 
useful  experience  in  the  management  of  city  cases, 
particularly  actions  to  vacate  assessments  for  irregu- 
larity, etc.  He  was  retained  in  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  these  cases,  and  was  successful  in  every  one. 
The  best  evidence  of  a  lawyer's  career  is  what  he 
does  and  the  results  ;  we,  therefore,  select  a  few 
from  the  many  cases  conducted  by  Mr.  Meegan  as 
interesting  matter,  not  only  to  the  profession,  but  the 
general  reader.  Some  of  these  cases  are  largely 
connected  with  the  history  of  the  City  and  County 
of  Albanv,  and  are,  therefore,  appropriate  matter 
for  this  work.  P>om  our  limited  space,  however, 
we  can  onlv  give  a  sufficient  abstract  of  these  cases 
to  put  the  reader  in  possession  of  the  questions  in- 
volved in  them,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  manner 
in  which  they  were  conducted. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  important  and  interest- 
ing cases  conducted  by  Mr.  Meegan  was  that  of 
Wm.  H.  Keeler,  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Albany, 
in  which  the  attempt  was  made  to  take  from  the 
sheriff  the  essential  powers  of  his  office  ;  in  other 
word.s,  to  denude  the  ofiice. 

On  May  31,  1SS2.  an  act  was  passed  by  the 
Legislature  directing  the  Sheriff  of  Albany  County 
to  remove  ail  the  prisoners  from  the  Albany  County 
Jail  to  the  Albany  County  Penitentiary,  designating 
that  institution  as  the  County  Jail  of  Albany 
County,  making  the  keeper  of  the  said  penitentiary 
the  jailer  of  the  said  county.  He  was  to  heap- 
pointed  by  the  joint  board  of  the  Supervisors  of  the 
county  and  the  Mayor  and  Recorder  of  the  City  ol 
Albany.  The  said  Superintendent  w;is  to  have  the 
custody  and  control  of  all  persons  confined  in  the 
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penitentiary,  the  same  as  the  sheritT  "f  the  county 
would  have  were  the  law  ni>l  enacted,  and  no  ! 
jailer  could,  therefore,  be  appointed  by  the  sheiiff.  | 

This  act  was  a  strange  innovation  upon  the  ! 
rights  and  powers  of  the  sheriff,  inasmuch  as  the  i 
control  and  charge  of  the  prisoners  in  the  county  i 
have  been  for  centuries  the  prerogative  of  the  j 
sheriff.  \ 

VVm.  H.  Keeler  ^\as  elected  in  November,  1SS2,  | 
and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  January  | 
1,  1883,  restricted  by  the  act  to  which  Ave  have  i 
alluded. 

The  act  had  been  pronounced  constitutional  by 
many  leading  ni'Mtibers  of  the  Bar,  but  ]Mr.  Keeler 
decided  to  test  the  matter  thoroughlv.  Accord- 
ingly, on  January  i,  18S3,  he  addressed  Mr.  Mee- 
gan  a  letter,  requesting  him  to  gi\e  him  his  written 
opinion  as  to  the  validity  of  the  act.  Mr.  ]\Ieegan  ; 
prepared  an  opinion,  in  which  he  elaborately  re-  i 
viewed  the  law  touching  the  case,  coming  to  the 
decision  that  the  act  was  unconstituUonal.  This 
opinion  was  generally  acknowledged  by  the  Bar  to 
be  singularly  learned  and  exhaustive,  and  added 
largely  to  the  reputation  of  its  author  as  a  learned  and 
critical  lawyer.  As  a  legal  document  it  is  prolific  in 
thought,  strong  in  argument — a  condensation  of  a 
vast  number  of  authorities  to  a  single  focal  point, 
and  that  the  evident  unconstitutionality  of  the  act. 
Strengthened  by  this  opinion,  ^Ir.  Keeler  invoked 
the  aid  of  the  courts.  Litigation  followed,  result- 
ing in  a  decision  declaring  the  law  unconstitutional 
and  Void. 

It  was  a  signal  triumph  both  for  the  sheriff  and 
his  counsel.  The  case  created  intense  interest, 
and  Mr.  Meegan  undertook  it  with  the  prevailing 
opinion  of  the  Bar  against  him.  It  is  a  case  of 
historic  interest,  reported  as  T/ie  People  ex  rel.  Mc- 
Ewen  vs.  Kcckr,  zg  Hun's  Reports,  175.  | 

Another  case  of  equal  interest  and  importance  1 
was  that  of  T/ie  People  vs.  James  M.  Denipsey  el  al. , 
involving  the  constitutionality  of  chapter  532  of  the 
Laws  of  18S1,  amending  the  Code  of  Civil  Pro- 
cedure in  regard  to  the  method  of  selecting  Grand 
Jurors  in  Albany  County. 

Grand  jurors  were  annually  selected  by  the  Su- 
pervisors of  Counties  under  the  Revised  Statutes  | 
(3d  R.  S.,  6th  ed.,  1015:  3d  R.  S.,  7th  ed.,  2558).  I 

The  amendment  of  tiie  Code  to  which  we  have  j 
referred  changed  the  method  of  selecdng  grand  j 
jurors  in  Albany  County,  providing  that  the  Re-  ' 
corder  of  the  City  of  Albany  perform  the  duties 
imposed  upon  the  Town  Clerk,  Supervisor  and 
Assessor  of  Towns  in  regard  to  the  drawing  of  j 
grand  jurors,   instead  of  drawing  the  said  jurors  j 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes.  The 
change  was  sweeping,  comjiletely  revolutionizinof  ; 
the  grand  jury  system,  so  far  as  Albany  County 
-was  concerned.  j 

It  provides  that  the  grand  jurors  in  Albany  | 
County  shall  be  drawn  from  the  petit  jurors' box,  and  \ 
that  the  names  of  the  proposed  petit  jurors  are  se-  ' 
lected,  not,  as  heretofore,  by  the  seventeen  Super-  I 
visors,  but  by  the  Recorder  of  the  City  of  Albany. 
The  grand  jury,  as  organized  under  this  act,  found  i 
an  indictment  against  James  M.  Dempsey  et  al.  i 


for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  Election  laws.  Mr. 
■Nleegan  was  retaineel  to  tlefend.  This,  like  the 
Keeler  case,  created  great  interest.  It  involved  an 
elaborate  study  of  a  large  number  of  amhoritics. 
Meegan  took  the  ground  that  the  Code,  as  amended 
bv  chapter  532  of  the  Laws  of  1881,  so  far  as  it 
affected  the  City  and  County  of  Albany,  is  in  con- 
flict with  the  Constitution,  as  amended  November 
3,  1874.  Article  3  of  section  18  of  the  Constitu- 
tion provides  that  the  Legislature  shall  not  pass 
a  private  or  local  bill  in  any  of  the  following  cases  : 
*  *  *  *  *  selecting,  drawing, 
summoning  or  impaneling  grand  or  petit  jurors.  ' 

The  case  was  ably  and  learnedly  conducted  by 
the  District  Attorney,  but  it  resulted  in  an  order  ot 
the  Court  declaring  the  indictment  void  and  of  no 
effect,  on  the  grounds  of  unconstitutionality. 
From  this  order  an  appeal  was  taken  by  the  Dis- 
trict Attorney  to  the  Supreme  Court.  A  motion 
made  by  Mr.  !Meegan  for  a  dismissal  of  this  appeal 
was  successful.  His  arguments  in  the  different  and 
difficult  phases  of  this  case  were,  by  common  con- 
sent, pronounced  masterly  efforts.  A  report  of  the 
case  will  be  found  in  66  Howard's  Pr.  Reps.,  371, 
and  65  Howard's  Pr.  Reps.,  365;  will  be  found  in 
People  vs.  Z*///— Judge  Westbrook's  opinion. 

In  the  case  of  77ie  People  vs.  Pelrea,  mdicted 
for  grand  larceny  in  September,  1881,  by  a  grand 
jurv  organized  under  the  amendment  of  the  Code 
to. which  we  referred  in  the  foregoing  case,  Mr. 
Meegan,  in  conducting  the  case  for  the  accused, 
interposed  the  same  defense  of  unconstitutionality 
that  he  did  in  the  case  of  Dempsey  et  al..  and  with 
the  sarfte  results.  The  Laws  of  1881  amending  the 
Code  were  declared  unconstitutional  (65  Howard's 
Pr. .  59).  The  question  was  again  raised  in  the  case 
of  The  People  \s.Hooghlh{d,  67  Howard's  Pr.  Reps., 
256.  Judge  Andrews,  as  will  be  seen  by  consult- 
ing page  259,  expresses  the  strongest  disapproba- 
tion of  the  Court  at  longer  tolerating  a  system  so 
directly  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution as  that  provided  by  the  amendment  of  the 
Code  to  which  we  have  referred. 

In  1872  Mr.  Meegan  had  charge  of  the  defense 
in  the  cele'orated  case  of  The  People  ex  rel.  Edmund 
L.  Judson  agst.  George  H.  Thacher.  involving  the 
title  to  the  office  of  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Albany. 
The  trial  of  the  case  resulted  in  a  verdict  for  the 
defendant.  An  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Appeals  re- 
sulted in  an  order  for  a  new  trial,  but,  pending  the 
new  trial,  Mr.  Thacher  resigned,  having  served 
twenty  months  of  his  two  years. 

In  1 88 2  Mr.  Meegan  was  retained  for  the  de- 
fense in  another  contest  over  the  office  of  Mavor  of 
the  City  (jf  Albany,  that  of  The  People  ex  rel.  John 
Szvinhiirne  vs.  Michael  Xolan.  A  long  litigation 
followed,  but,  after  holding  the  office  fifteen 
months.  Nolan  resigned,  and  Swinburne  served  the 
remainder  of  the  two  years'  term.  These  cases  are 
so  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  the  public  that  a 
minute  description  of  them  is  unnecessary. 

Perhaps  no  case  which  has  occurred  ii\  Albany 
for  years  has  created  so  much  interest  as  that  ot 
The  People  vs.  Frank  R.  Sherrviii.  It  arose  out 
of  the  defalcation  of  Deputy  State  Treasurer  Phelps. 
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When  his  case  was  brought  to  trial,  Sherwin  was 
subpoenaed  as  a  witness,  and  refused  to  attend,  and 
for  such  refusal  was  indicted.  Under  the  proxis- 
ions  of  the  Statute  rendering  it  indictable  for  every 
person  subp(unaed  in  a  case  lil;e  that  of  Phelps 
guilty  of  willful  disobedience  of  the  subpoena 
shall  be  guilty  of  a  criminal  uffense  and  a  misde- 
meanor. 

One  of  the  points  raised  by  the  defen.se  was  that 
it  was  not  shown  that  Sherwin  willfully  and  inten- 
tionally disobeyed  the  subpoena,  that  the  burden 
of  dispelling  e\ery  jiossible  reason  which  might  be 
regardeii  by  the  court  as  good  or  otherwise  fi>r  die 
non-attendance  of  the  witness  rested  with  the  pros- 
ecution. ^Ir.  Meegan  took  no  part  in  the  trial, 
which  resulted  in  the  conviction  of  Sherwin,  and  to 
a  sentence  of  one  year  in  the  penitentiary  and  a 
fine  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  This  was  on 
December  28,  1883.  On  January  30,  1S84,  'Mw 
iMeegan  was  retained.  \Vm.  M.  Evarts,  W'm.  A. 
Beech,  Gen.  Tremain  and  J.  Thomas  Spriggs 
had  been  in  the  case  at  different  stages.  At  the 
urgent  solicitation  of  the  defendant,  Mr.  ]\Ieegan 
accepted  a  retainer  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  his 
sentence  upon  procuring  bail,  etc. 

Then  began  a  succession  of  motions  and  appli- 
cations in  various  forms,  numberless  arguments  be- 
fore the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court;  at  length  the 
indomitable  counsel  procured  stays  of  the  sentence 
and  had  Sherwin  admitted  to  bail  in  the  sum  of 

Mr.  Meegan  had  to  impeach  the  indictments; 
but  as  there  were  two  pleas  of  guilty,  he  could  ob- 
tain no  relief  for  his  client  unless  he  couid  show 
cause  in  the  record.  He  spent  many  months  in 
diligent  and  unremitting  labor  on  the  case,  and  at 
last  succeeded  in  releasing  his  client  on  bail  until 
the  final  decision  of  the  appeal,  which  is  pend- 
ing. 

Few  lawyers  have  been  more  successful  in  criti- 
cising and  analyzing  indictments  than  ATr.  Meegan, 
and  when  his  objections  were  overruled  in  the  Oyer 
and  Terminer,  they  have  been  sustained  in  the  Ap- 
pellate Courts. 

In  the  celebrated  case  of  the  Pcoph;  vs.  Dt'Z'iHc, 
indicted  for  mayhem,  the  District  Attorney  had 
followed  the  form  in  Whorton,  but  omitted 
the  words  "on  purpose."  Although  the  in- 
dictment contained  every  other  element  of  the  of- 
fenses, it  was  quashed. 

In  another  very  important  case,  that  of  the 
People  vs.  Gassfjdck,  indicted  for  burglary,  Mr. 
Meegan,  for  the  defendant,  succeeded  in  (juashiiig 
the  indictment  on  an  ingenious  point  after  an  elab- 
orate and  well-sustained  argument. 

The  cases  which  Mr.  Meegan  has  conducted  are 
too  numerous  to  be  even  mentioned  bv  their  titles 
for  want  of  space.  An  examination  of  his  briefs 
proves  them  to  be  copious  and  learned  legal  pro- 
ductions and  their  author  an  adroit  and  skillful 
legal  logician,  capable  of  the  mo.st  patient  and  per- 
severing energy  and  research,  which  no  difficulties 
can  baffie,  no  embarrassments  perplex,  no  amount 
of  professional  labor  fatigue  or  discourage.  As  a 
forensic  speaker,  he  is  always  calm;  methodical  in 


I  the  arrangement  of  his  matter;  terse,  vigorous  and 
j  pointed  in  his  phraseology,  and  accurate  in  the 
I  choice  of  his  words.  It  wouKl  be  strange  indeed 
I  if  a  person  of  Mr.  Meegan's  professional  and  social 
j  standing  and  ardent  mind  should  keep  aloof  from 
i  politics.  He  is  a  Democrat,  thoroughly  imbued 
i  with  the  belief  that  the  princijiles  of  Democracy 
j  should  prevail.  In  the  advocacy  of  those  prin- 
I  ciples,  he  has  brought  to  bear  that  intellectual 
i  strength,  that  singular  versatilitx-  and  iinperlurb- 
I  able  energy  which  characterize  his  professional 
1  career. 

i  Before  reaching  his  majority,  he  exhibited  the 
i  qualities  of  an  accomplished  politician. 
I  U'hen  he  was  twenty-one  years  ot  age.  he  as- 
i  sumed  the  leadership  of  one  of  the  wings  of  the 
i  Democratic  party  in  Albany,  and  in  the  vicissi- 
:  tudes  of  the  political  contest  that  followed,  he  took 
the  place  of  one  of  the  most  skilled  and  distin- 
I  guished  politicians  of  the  State,  Peter  Cagger,  in 
I  which  he  has  sustained  himself  with  con.>ummate 

abilitv  and  skill. 
I      Without  attempting  any  description  of  his  po- 
litical career,  we  may  say  with  truth  that  he  lias 
exhibited  on  several  occasions  the  fact  that  he  is  a 
power  in  politics,  by  no  means  local,  but  felt 
I  throughout  the  State.    Yet  he  is  still  aj'oung  man. 
i  His  success  as  a  politician  has  not  been  at  the  e\- 
i  pense  of  his  profession,  to  which  he  subordinates 
i  politics  and  everything  that  can   encumber  the 
growth  of  his  professional   reputation.     But  his 
success  and  distincdon  in  politics  may  fairly  be 
i  considered  as  the  stepping  stone  to  the  highest  ])o- 
'  litical  honors  whenever  he  shall  enter  the  political 
I  arena  to  contend  for  them. 

!      Having  thus  described  Mr.  Meegan  as  he  stands 
before  the  public,  as  a  lawyer  and  polidcian,  it 
remains  for  us  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  his 
position  in  private  life. 
■  On  the  fifth  of  June,  1878,  he  was  united  by 

j  marriage  to  Miss  Kate  E.  Welch,  of  Albany. 

I  This  union  was  a  happy  one.  and  the  domestic 
relations  of  ^Ir.  [Meegan  may  be  said  to  have  been 
truly  en-'iable.     But  on  the  loth  of  January,  1SS4, 

I  after  the  enjoyment  of  less  than  six  years  of  wed- 
ded happiness,  he  suffered  an  irreparable  loss  in 
the  death  of  his  wife. 

As  a  citizen  Mr.  ^leegan  occupies  a  high  position, 
po.ssessing  those  attractive  endowments  which 
render  him  a  pleasing  and  instructive  companion. 
A  large  and  admirably  selected  library  affords  him 

'  ample  intellectual  aliment  and  the  gratification  ijf 

\  a  cultured  literary  taste. 

HENRY  SMITH. 

I  Henry  S.>hth  was  born  in  Cobleskill,  .Schoharie 

:  County.   N.   Y..  March    14,   1829.     His  father, 

I  Thomas  Smith,  was  for  a  long  time  at  the  head  of 

j  the  Schoharie  Bar,  and  afterward  he  was  a  distin- 

I  guished  member  of  the  Albany  Bar. 

I  His  .son.  Henry,  like  many  other  distinguished 

I  legists  and  advocates,  laid  the  foundation  of  his 

!  education    in   the   common  or  district  schools, 

1  which,  humble  as  they  were,  have  attached  to  them 


$3 


7. 'J 


■  r-      I.  ;  :         V.  ,   !  •••■./;;.!;  •.. '  A  .v^.iq5:>3X; 


.    :  .     ■  ■       ,  V'  '-.o  j 

■  ['J  ■■•.(^  ",      '.zr  •-■i  ■  ■■li  i: ;>  j 

■  ■  t'-<ri  !'•  ■/ill-lj 

■  ^^i:  !>;,!,  ui.vjiiP 

■r.     ;;r:;:.i:^;!y ■  :..  : 

v;:-  w J 

.■■^T.  -fir.,  i; ;-; : .,  ,■ ' : .  i,:t£  ijii;^!" 

'  ■     ' V     ' ;  ■  ■'  --rl  •■  1 

■  -  .  ■  J^J^'i  I  \a'.-: 

"C:!    h::7j: iji,; 

■-'■q't:-.'-    Hv-       ?s.  i-v- 
■■■   ■  :  .  .  i.         :u<j         • ; 

"l.-;  ■.  !.>  '<u:-  r  1,-,  '  .■''>-^.-: 
■■  i;.-.<      r  ;  -.^.-  'iK  n'.. 

'  ■  >  L";!  .■:  v.v>,a.';^  .  •  V;-;>^A 
'  ^  .-  .^.'r  Jiif:  I'J^  ':5s-^-I^ 

■/■;■:;;;,  ':■  ;;-!;;■•■■.•  {.•a'S 

/•;;^>.!'  '•  :,  i  ■  ■:  'i,<-;  r-'rj.if;  r^v^J 
:    !  :         ,(  '.  ■■;»•'   !'  >  .;Ui  V  "Oi 

:'i  t.i       »ii.>i«-.  ••  jv<.nq 

;  ,  .  ^  I 


192 


memories  and  associations  that  touch  the  lieart  j 
and  brin;^  up  sympathies  in  the  mind  of  many  an  | 
occupant  of  places  of  distinction  and  honor.  In  a  i 
word,  they  were  and  are  the  corner-stone  of  our  s\  s-  i 
tem  of  education. 

One  of  the  princii>al  Ixjoks  used  in  the  common 
schools  at  that  time  was  Limiley  .Murray's  Ent,dish 
Reader,  still  remembered  for  the  purity,  elegance 
and  taste  of  its  diction,  the  versatility,  elevation 
and  excellence  of  its  matter.  It  was,  perhaps,  .the 
study  of  diis  work  that  gave  Smith  the  stronij:,  per-  I 
sj)icuous,  aftluent  style  that  characterized  his  oral 
and  written  productions. 

What  he  could  not  learn  in  the  district  school  he 
studied  with  success  under  the  tuition  of  his  father. 
At  length  he  entered  the  academy  at  Esperance,  N. 
Y.,  at  the  head  of  which  was  a  scholarly,  though  | 
somewhat  eccentric,  Scotch  gentleman  of  the  name  | 
of  Wm.  McLaren.  He  was  particularly  gifted  in  the  i 
art  of  imparling  instruction  by  a  thorough,  practical  [ 
discipline.    Young  Smith,  who  was  a  favorite  with 
him,  acquired  those  scholarly  habits,  devotion  to 
study,  and  the  knowledge  how  to  study,  which  was  j 
of  such  advantage  to  him  in  life.     He  was  untiring 
in  his  devotion  to  books,  and  his  tenacious  memo-  ! 
ry  took  the  impression  of  what  he  read,  like  char-  | 
acters  made  in  softened  steel,  hardening  w  hen  tlie 
page  was  clo.sed,  so  that  he  never  lost  the  thought 
or  theme  of  an  author. 

Young  Smith  first  conceived  the  idea  of  becom- 
ing a  merchant  ;  accordingly,  in  1844,  he  went  to  ! 
Detroit,  Mich.,  where  he  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a 
hardware  store  ;  but  whatever  hours  of  leisure  he 
had  were  devoted  to  his  books,  and  he  was  em- 
phatically a  student  and  a  man  of  business.     He  I 
soon  became  convinced  that  he  did  not  possess  the  1 
requisite  qualities  for  a  successful  merchant,  and 
retlecdon  brought  to  him  the  consciousness  that  he 
was  better  qualified  to  enter  the  profession  of  which 
his  father  was  a  distinguished  member. 

After  remaining  at  Detroit  a  year  he  returned 
home  and  entered  his  father's  office  as  a  student 
at  law.  Few  students  read  law  as  closely,  as 
systematically  and  as  successfully  as  did  young 
Smith  ;  he  loved  tiie  quaint  style,  the  meta- 
physical subtleties  of  the  early  black-letter  law- 
writers,  and  the  pages  of  Bracton,  Briton,  Fleta, 
Glanville  and  Coke-Littleton  became  familiar  to 
him. 

Eighteen  months  passed  away  in  this  entire  de- 
votion to  study,  and  then,  although  but  eighteen 
years  of  age,  he  applied  for  admission  to  the  Scho- 
harie Court  of  Common  Pleas.    On  the  loth  of 
June,  1847,  he  passed  a  critical  and  successful  ex- 
amiiiation  and  was  admitted  to  practice  as  an  at  | 
torney  of  the  court.     Immediately  after  attaining  | 
his  majority  he  was  admitted  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  entered  zealously  into  the  practice  of  his  [)ro-  I 
fession  at  Cobleskill.     In  the  autumn  of  1S54  Mr.  | 
Smith  received  the  nomination  for  county  judge  of  j 
Schoharie  County  from  the  Whig  party,  to  which  he  i 
had  given  his  alloL^iance.     His  party,  howexer,  was 
largel}'  in  the  ininorit)',  .mil  he  was  of  course  tie-  j 
feated,  but  the  large  vote  he  recci\ed  was  a  Hatter-  i 
ing  testimonial  of  his  popularity.  j 


The  .talents,  industry  and  energy  of  the  young 
lawyer  brought  an  abundant  reward,  and  he 
soon  attained  a  high  rank  at  the  Schoharie  ]5ar. 
His  practice  soon  extended  into  adjoining  counties, 
and  his  clientage  became  so  large  and  important 
that  he  decided  u[)on  a  larger  sphere  of  action, 
and  in  February,  1857,  he  removed  to  Albany, 

By  this  decision  he  was  conscious  that  he  was 
entering  a  legal  arena  famous  in  the  annals  of  the 
State — a  bar  composed  of  strong,  expert,  elegant 
and  accomplished  lawyers.  But  he  had  already 
developed  ahilides  upon  which  he  felt  he  could 
rely  for  success  in  the  brilliant  field  of  labor  he  had 
selected. 

Physicallv,  he  was  of  stalwart  mold,  his  mental 
structure  was  strong  and  vigorous,  and  his  energy 
and  determination  were  as  boundless  as  his  ambi- 
tion. If  he  did  not  leap,  Pallas-like,  into  full  pro- 
fessional honors  and  success,  he  reached  them  by 
safe  and  sure  approaches.  To  facilitate  him  in 
this,  he  i)OSsessed  what  may  be  called  a  legal  mind 
an  1  method  ;  an  oratory  at  once  bold,  ingenious 
and  persuasive  ;  the  suavity  of  his  manner,  the 
equable  fairness  and  honor  in  which  he  conducted 
his  practice  won  for  him  the  friendship  and  esteem 
of  his  brethren  of  the  Bar.  That  success  should  be 
the  result  of  these  endowments  must  be  considered 
almost  a  matter  of  course.  Professional  rivalry, 
envy,  and  the  hate  of  defeated  suitors  and  political 
antagonists  might,  and  did,  doubtless,  as  they  ever 
do,  magnify  those  errors  and  faults  which  ^^Ir.  Smith 
shared,  in  common  with  mankind. 

He  brought  to  the  Bar  a  drastic,  physical 
strength  that  enabled  him  to  endure  the  most  ardent 
and  exhausting  labors.  The  examination  of  his 
cases  was  close  and  critical.  He  firmly  rested 
upon  the  result  of  his  conclusions  concerning  them, 
and  never  willingly  relinquished  their  advocacy 
unnl  the  final  and  authoritative  judgments  of  the 
court  were  pronounced  upon  them.  He  also 
brought  to  them  a  careful,  independent,  keen  dis- 
crimination, a  quick  and  ready  use  of  his  learning. 
Wit  and  humor,  ridicule  and  invective,  he  employed 
as  circumstances  required. 

He  could  on  the  most  exciting  occasion  be  calm 
and  sell-possessed,  but  it  was  the  calmness  of  siern 
resolve,  persistent  and  tenacious  in  its  triumphs 
over  passion  and  irritability.  His  first  law  partner 
after  coming  to  Albany  was.  we  believe,  Mr.  Hugh 
W.  ^McClellan.  He  was  tor  a  time  a  partner  with 
Edward  Xewcomb,  Y-sq.  In  1S64  the  famous  firm 
of  Smith,  Bancroft  &  Moak  was  formed,  which  ex- 
isted until  the  time  of  Mr.  Bancroft's  death,  early 
in  1S80.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Bancroft,  the  firm 
was  known  as  Smith,  ^loak  >N:  Buchanan.  !Mr.  B. 
having  been  previously  made  a  member  of  the  firm. 
Like  most  lawyers,  he  had  ambition  for  political 
success,  and  he  early  gave  his  allegiance  to  the  old 
historic  Whig  partv,  so  grand,  we  had  almost  said 
"so  sublime  in  the  lustre  of  the  great  names  that 
sustained  it,  "  The  allegiance  he  gave  it  came 
warm  frf>m  the  dei)ths  of  his  heart.  Mis  first  i^^reat 
political  sorrow  came  to  him  while  yet  a  youth 
with  the  defeat  of  his  ideal  of  all  that  was  illustri- 
ous in  American  statesmanship,  Henry  Clay. 
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In  1856,  after  the  dismemberment  of  the  Whig 
party  by  its  divisions  on  the  question  of  slavery, 
the  Republican  party  came  into  existence,  and  Air. 
Smith  at  once  joined  his  political  fortunes  to  it, 
giving  it  his  influence  and  laboring  tiiligently  for 
its  success,  and  he  soon  became  one  of  its  recog- 
nized leaders  in  the  City  and  County  of  Albany. 

Although  in  that  exciting  period  of  our  history 
he  entered  ardently  into  the  politicai  arena,  he  did 
not  forget  that  success  in  his  profession  was  the 
paramount  object  of  his  life.  Perhaps  we  may  say 
that  he  only  sought  politics  as  a  relaxation  from 
his  professional  cares  and  labors,  and  thus  he 
never  permitted  the  lawyer  to  be  lost  in  the  poli- 
tician. 

In  1862  ]\Ir.  Smith  received  the  nomination  for 
Congress  in  the  Fourteenth  District.  This,  how- 
ever, was  merely  complimentary,  as  the  Democrat- 
ic majority  in  the  district  was  overwhelming.  In 
1865,  and  for  several  years  previous,  the  Democrats 
had  controlled  the  office  of  District  Attorney  in  the 
County  of  Albany.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  INIr. 
Smith  was  nominated  for  District  Attorney  by  the 
Republicans,  and  after  an  unusually  hot  contest  he 
was  elected  by  a  small  majority.  As  has  well  been 
said,  "  The  duties  of  this  responsible  office  were 
discharged  by  Mr.  Smith  to  the  entire  satistaction 
of  the  community,  and  with  much  success.  His 
administration  was  signalized  by  a  notable  increase 
in  the  number  of  convictions  for  grave  crimes. 
Through  his  efforts  a  se\-ere  blow  was  dealt  to  the 
criminal  classes,  in  high  as  well  as  low  places.  On 
the  3 1  St  of  December,  1868,  he  was  succeeded  by 
that  distinguished  lawyer,  Rufus  W.  Peckham,  |r. 
In  the  autumn  of  1866,  while  discharging  the  du- 
ties of  District  Attorney,  he  was  nominated  by  the 
Republicans  of  Albany  for  ^Member  of  Assembly. 
Though  the  Democradc  majority  in  the  county 
■was  very  large,  and  the  prospect  of  his  election 
quite  dubious,  yet  he  was  elected  by  the  very  flat- 
tering majority  of  564  votes."  This  circumstance 
sufficiently  attests  the  popularity  of  Mr.  Smith.  He 
took  his  seat  in  the  Letrislature  Januarv  i,  1S67. 
The  Republicans  had  a  large  majority  in  the  House, 
and  Edmund  L.  Pitts,  of  Orleans  Countv,  was 
elected  Speaker.  In  recognition  of  Mr.  Smith's 
abilities,  he  was  placed  second  on  the  two  most 
important  standing  committees  of  the  House— the 
Ways  and  Means  and  the  Judiciary  Committees. 
To  the  duties  of  these  committees  Mr.  Smith 
brought  talents  and  acquirements  that  rendered 
him  one  of  the  most  useful  and  successful  mem- 
bers ;  but  they  also  brought  a  vast  amount  of  labor, 
research  and  patience.  An  examination  of  the 
various  committee  reports  of  which  he  was  the  au- 
thor is  the  best  evidence,  perhaps,  of  the  manner 
in  which  he  discharged  his  leirislative  duties,  and  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  h6  stood  foremost  among  the 
able  orators  who  occupied  seats  in  this  Legislature. 

In  1868  he  was  nominated  for  a  member  of  the 
constitutional  convention  from  Albany,  but  was 
defeated. 

Such  was  the  increase  of  his  professional  duties, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  devote  himself  with  unre- 
mitting zeal  to  his  clients,  and  it  is  said  that  he 


[  had  decided  in  his  own  mind  to  abandon  politics 
forever.    But  in  the  fall  of  1871  he  was  persuaded 

'  to  accept  the  nomination  tor  member  of  Assemblv 
from  the  Second  Assembly  District  of  Albanv,  and 

,  was  elected  by  a  highly  respectable  majority. 
The  legislative  session  opened  January  2.  1872. 
Mr.  Smith  was  with  great  unanimity  brought  for- 
ward as  a  candidate  for  Speaker.    In  the  Republican 

;  caucus,  held  January  8,  he  was  nominated  for 
this  important  office  and  the  next  day  was  elected. 

^tr.  Smith's  address  on  takintj  the  Speaker's  chair  was  re- 
garded as  a  model  inaugural.    It  was  liberal  and  statesman- 
like: with  no  pretensions  to  eloquence,  it  was  the  embodiment 
I    of  eloquence  ;  though  condensed  and  brief,  it  was  ample  and 
j    explicit,  and  withal,  it  had  in  it  much  of  that  magical  viva- 
I    city  which  enlivened  all  his  public  addresses  and  entered 
into  his  conversation. 

"Every  right-minded  legislator,"  he  said,  "must  be 
,  deeply  and  solemnly  impressed  with  the  awful  responsibility 
which  rests  upon  him  here  ;  and  while  it  requires  the  exer- 
cise of  the  very  best  ability,  it  also  requires  that  it  should  be 
exercised  with  purity,  and  with  a  sole  desire  to  the  public 
'  good  ;  party  considerations,  political  considerations,  pri- 
vate considerations,  every  consideration  must  be  made 
subservient  to  the  common  good  of  all,  and  I  feel  assured 
that  we,  as  a  body,  realize  these  things,  and  that  no  man 
here  will  permit,  in  a  direct  or  indirect  manner,  his  judg- 
ment to  be  affected,  or  himself  to  be  swerved  in  the  slightest 
degree.  To  make  laws  is  the  highest  and  most  responsible 
duty  ever  undertaken  by  man.  We  are  called  here  as  law- 
makers :  let  us  see  to  it  that  we  make  such  laws  as  shall  tend 
to  the  protection  and  welfare  of  the  people  of  this  State." 

!      In  appointing  standing  committees  he  exliibited 
!  his  high  appreciation   of   worth  and  ability  by 
i  appointing  several  of  the  most  pronounced  Demo- 
crats.   As  an  instance,  he  appointed  Mr.  Jacobs, 
of  Kings,  on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  he  gave  the  Hon.  David  B.  Hill,  of  Chemung, 
a  place  on  the  Judiciary  Committee.    Other  leading 
Democrats  were  liberally  remembered  in  making 
I   up  committees. 

;      We  cannot  follow  ]Mr.  Smith's  career  as  Speaker 
through  this  remarkably  important  legislative  ses- 
sion.    Suffice  it  to  say,  it  was  characterized  by  a 
high  degree  of  ability,  and  in  all  its  details  he  ex- 
hibited the  qualities  of  an  accomplished  parlia- 
.  mentarian.    The  session  closed  May  14,  1872, 
■  and  with  it  the  public  political  career  of  Air.  Smith, 
i   Having  thus  briefly  described  Mr.    .Smith   as  a 
j  legislator,  we  shall  now  trace  a  little  farther  his 
j  career  ai  the  bar  in  his  maturer  years,  as  we  have 
!  already  described  him  as  a  young  lawyer.     In  the 
)  contests  of  the  bar  he  was  frequently  defeated  ;  but 
i  he  never  lost  a  cause  by  inattention  or  neglect. 
!  Charles  O'Conor  once  remarked  that  "the  lawyer 
j   who  won  one-half  the  causes  committed  to  him 
I  must  be  regarded  as  eminently  successful. ''  Juilg- 
i   ing  ]\Ir.  Smith  by  this  standard,  we  must  say  that 
;  he  has  been,  and  is,  eminently  successful.  He 
never  lost  a  cause  by  inattention,  neglect,  or  from 
the  want  of  a  full  understantling  of  the  law  and 
j  tacts  of  the  case.     One  strong  -characteristic  was 
i  his  lucid,  concise  and  suggestive  manner  of  stating 
facts  to  the  jur\'.     This,  in  opening  a  case,  is  es- 
sentially effective.     According  to  Lord  Erskine's 
I  view,  a  cause  skillfully  opened  to  a  jury  is  already 
half  tried.     Perhaps  the  greatest  strength  of  Mr. 
I  Smith  at  nisi  prius  was  his  manner  of  examining 
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and  cross-examining  witnesses,  especiallv  the  man-  j 
ner  in  wiiich  he  conducted  the  latter.     V^'hatever  I 
power  and  effect  there  may  be  in  a  skillful  and 
eloquent  address  to  the  jury — and  there  is  much — 
still  it  must  yield  to  the  eflect  uf  an  ingenious 
cross-examination.     It  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  : 
and  important  duties  which  an  advocate  can  per- 
form ;  it  requires  a  knowledi^e  of  human  nature, 
quick  sensibilities  in  discerning  the  characteristics  of 
a  witness,  and  a  subtle  discrimination  in  detecting 
his  peculiarities.     When  not  founded  on  materials  i 
of  contradiction,  to  obtain  some  information  which  ! 
the  witness  would  be  willing  to  give,  it  proceeds 
on  the  assumption  that  the  party  mterrogated  has 
sworn  an  untruth,  which  he  may  be  compelled  or 
induced  to  vary.    But  it  is  often  the  means  by 
which  good  and  trustworthy  evidence  is  mischiev- 
ously weakened  or  destroyed.     In  this  branch  of  i 
practice  Mr.  Smith  was  eminently  effective,  pos- 
sessing the  power  of  reading  the  thoughts  of  a 
witness,  of  anticipating  his  answers,  of  ascertaining  | 
his  peculiarities,  his  subterfuges,  and  finally  of  j 
drawing  forth  fVom  unwilling  witnesses  facts  which  | 
they  struggled  hard  to  conceal.     His  cross  exam-  j 
ination,  like  James  T.  Brady's,  had  the  talismanic  i 
power  of  bringing  truth  out  of  falsehood,  and  of  j 
often  showing  dishonest  suitors  and  witnesses  the 
force  of  the  Bible  adage,   "Be  ye  sure  that  your 
sins  will  find  you  out." 

Mr.  Smith  once  remarked  that  he  seldom,  if  i 
ever,  failed  to  detect  perjury  m  a  witness,  by  his  or  j 
her  manner,  while  testilVing.  "To  the  keen,  i 
watchful  and  practical  observer, '  he  said,  "there  i 
is  always  something  in  the  glance  of  the  eye,  some-  i 
thing  in  the  manner  and  the  speaking  of  false  j 
witnesses,  that  betrays  them."  I 

We  have  already  alluded  to    his    remarkable  i 
memory.    He  forgot  nothing.     Every  fact,  everv  ! 
rule,  every  principle,  once  attained,  remained  with  j 
him  forever.    This  was  another  invaluable  faculty 
to  him  as  a  lawyer. 

In  conducting  a  purely  legal  argument,  or  in 
conducting  an  argument  founded  on  facts  alone, 
he  proved  himself  a  strong  legal  logician,  with  [ 
flexible  powers  of  illustration  and  condensation, 
demonstrating,  in  many  respects,  Cicero's  views, 
"  the  eloquent  lawyer  who  speaks  with  sense  and 
candor,  in  the  forum  and  in  civil  causes,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  prove,  to  delight  and  to  persuade." 
Mr.  Smith's  knowledge  of  the  law  was  founded  on 
a  close  and  critical  study  of  the  books.  This  is 
evidenced  by  his  well-considered,  well-reasoned 
and  learned  legal  arguments  at  the  bar,  which  mav 
be  regarded  as  able  contributions  to  the  learning 
of  the  profession. 

Among  the  many  important  civil  cases  conducted 
by  Mr.  Smith  was  that  of  the   Walton  Ihvighl's 
Executors  against  the   Gcrrnania  Life  Insurance 
Company,  tried  at  the  Chenango  Circuit  in  the  fall  i 
of  1883.    The  details  of  this  great  insurance  case  ; 
are  so  familiar  to  the  public  that  it  needs  no  de-  1 
scription  here.    SutTice  it  to  say,  that  it  is  bv  far  , 
the  most  important  and  interesting  case  growing  j 
out  of  policies  of  insurance  ever  tried  in  die  United  j 
States.     Mr.  Smith  appeared  for  the  plaintiff;  he  I 


opened  the  case  to  the  jury  on  the  12th  of  No- 
vember, 1883.  and  began  his  summing  up  to  them 
on  the  the  loth  of  December  following.  A  close 
inspection  of  these  efforts  of  !\Ir.  Smith's,  as  pub- 
lished, is  indubitable  evidence,  not  only  of  schol- 
arly and  legal  lore,  but  of  the  highest  merits  of  legal 
oratory.  The  part  he  took  in  this  trial  was  a 
task  for  which  his  mind  was  peculiarly  fitted.  His 
keen  saijacity  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
human  heart,  and  his  peculiar  force  of  expression 
and  power  of  analysis,  had  the  widest  scope  lor 
their  exercise,  and  he  used  them  with  a  power  of 
reasoning  which  the  final  result  of  the  great  case 
fully  demonstrated. 

In  the  great  case  of  the  People  agt.  Cole,  for 
killing  Hiscock,  a  member  of  the  constitutional 
convention,  Mr.  Smith  was  associated  with  the 
Hon.  Lyman  Tremain  and  Hon.  Amasa  1. 
Parker.  This  was  a  case  that  called  into  action  all 
the  sympathies  of  ]\Ir.  Smith's  nature,  and  all  his 
talents,  and  m  a  manner  which  aided  largely  in 
conducting  the  case  to  a  successful  issue  for  his 
client.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  counsel  in  the 
famous  Susquehanna  R.  R.  litigation,  and  distin- 
guished himself  in  the  uncommon  ability  which  he 
displayed.  It  would  require  volumes  to  give  any 
adequate  description  of  the  numberle.ss  trials  in 
which  he  was  engaged  through  his  long  and  con- 
spicuous professional  career.  The  history  of  those 
cases  is  interspersed  through  the  history  of  the 
Federal  courts. 

We  do  not  insist  that  ]Mr.  Smith  was  a  perfect  or 
unrivaled  lawyer,  or  that  he  was  not  in  any  re- 
spect open  to  criticism,  for  there  are  few  who  are 
not  ;  but  with  every  liberal  deduction  for  his  faults 
which  truth  demands,  we  are  sure  that  an  appeal 
to  the  candor  of  those  who  have  long  watched  his 
career  at  the  Bar  will  decide  that  he  made  for 
himself  a  name  and  record  which  we  have  not 
exaggerated,  and  which  is  destined  to  live  and 
shine  in  legal  history. 

Mr.  Smith  was  a  man  of  extended  learning, 
general  as  well  as  professional,  possessing  a  finely 
cultivated  literary  taste  and  an  acquaintance  with 
the  best  authors,  ancient  and  modern,  and  he 
wielded  a  pen  of  classic  elegance  and  power. 

Genial  in  his  temperament,  possessing  a  fund  of 
agreeable  r  necdote  and  a  happy  manner  of  relat- 
ing them,  he  was  attractive  and  interesting  in  his 
social  relations  and  surrounded  himself  with  many 
friends. 

He  continued  devotedly  attached  to  his  profes- 
sion, as  a  member  of  the  distinguished  law  firm, 
Smith,  Moak  &  Buchanan,  until  his  relations  with 
them  were  severed  suddenly  by  his  death,  which 
took  place  December  i,  1S84. 

LE  GRAND  BANCROFT. 

Mr.  B.ANCROFT  was  a  man  whose  life  and  career  as 
a  lawyer,  a  citizen,  a  husband  and  father  i^  sur- 
rounded by  pleasing  memories  and  associations. 

Through  the  long  periotl  of  forty  years  he  was  a 
resident  of  Albany,  and  held  by  its  citizens  in  the 
highest  respect  and  esteem.     He  possessed  charac- 
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teristics  that  natunilly  inspired  and  retained  these 
sentiments.  He  had  those  quaUties  of  thought,  of 
feelino:,  of  judgment  ;  that  refined  delicacy  and 
sensibility,  tliat  devotion  to  truth  and  honor,  which 
goes  beyond  respect  and  esteem,  and  inspires 
admiration.  As  a  lawyer,  his  talents,  his  in- 
dustry, erudition  and  honorable  devotion  to  his 
clients  naturally  gave  him  a  high  place  in  the 
profession. 

His  benignity,  equability  and  remarkable  can- 
dor enabled  him  to  pass  through  the  collisions  and 
turmoil  of  his  profession  without  making  an  eneniv. 
A  distinguished  jurist  of  Albany  said  at  the  time 
of  his  death  :  ''I  believe  I  can  say  of  Le  Grand 
Bancroft  that  he  died  without  an  enemv :  "  so  it  is 
quite  impossible  for  his  biographer  to  give  any  just 
description  of  his  life  and  character,  without  using 
the  language  of  eulogy. 

Mr.  Bancroft  was  born  at  Elmira,  N.  Y. ,  ]\Iay4, 
1818.  He  was  a  son  of  Dr.  Rulandus  Bancroft, 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  physicians  and  sur- 
geons in  the  southern  tier  counties. 

He  received  an  excellent  rudimentary  education, 
and,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  became  a  pupil  of  Hon. 
A,  S.  Thurston,  a  prominent  lawyer  and  highly 
cultured  scholar  of  Eimira.  With  Judge  Thurs- 
ton, young  Bancroft  continued  the  study  of  Latin 
and  other  classical  studies,  which  he  began  in  his 
primary  course.  Judge  Thurston  was  at  this  time 
a  highly  popular  classical  teacher  of  Elmira,  with  an 
extended  nuniln^e.  The  vonno'  man  so'~>n  com- 
mended himself  to  his  instructor  by  his  generous 
and  noble  qualities  of  mind,  his  iiitelligence,  and 
more  than  all  by  the  devotion  and  progress  he 
made  in  his  studies — a  characteristic  always  attrac- 
tive to  conscientious  teachers. 

Our  duties  in  describing  the  early  character  of 
Mr.  Bancroft  cannot  be  discharged  more  profua- 
bly  than  by  using  the  language  of  a  beautiful  letter 
from  Judge  Thurston  to  iMiss  Jean  T.  Bancroft,  a 
daughter  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

"  I  can  seem  to  see  him  now,"  says  the  letter, 
"  resting  his  head  upon  his  two  hands,  poring  over 
his  books,  scarce  lifting  his  eyes  from  them  from 
morning  till  night  ;  and  then,  his  demeanor,  so 
gentle,  so  respectful,  so  polite,  attached  me  to  him 
as  I  was  never  attached  to  any  other  scholar. 

"After  I  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  El- 
mira, and  I  think  it  must  have  been  in  the  vear 
1^37.  your  father  entered  mv  office  as  a  student, 
and  here  he  was  just  as  studious  and  indefatigable 
as  he  had  been  as  a  pupil  at  school.  His  tastes 
seemed  to  incline  him  more  to  that  part  of  the  pro- 
fession relating  to  Land  Titles  and  Real  Estate 
generally  than  in  any  other  department.  In  his 
habits  he  was  rather  retiring,  and  the  '  rough  and 
tumble '  of  the  forum  and  the  practice  before  the 
country  Justices  of  the  Peace  were  altogether  dis- 
tasteful to  him. 

"I  don't  know  what  year  it  was — as  my  register 
has  been  destroyed — that  he  left  my  office  ;  it  was, 
probably,  about  the  year  ]  839  or  '40.  But  I  remem- 
ber well  that,  when  he  did  go  out  from  me,  I  gave 
him  an  open  letter,  in  which  I  stated,  as  near  as  I 
could,  what  kind  of  a  young  man  he  was. 


i       "His  father,  not  being  in  a  situation  to  pay  out 
]  money,  and  your  father,  fully  appreciating  the  situ- 
ation, was  determined  to  carve  out  his  own  fur- 
tune.    With  my  letter  in  his  hand — {)erhaps  widi 
other  letters — he  made  his  way  to  Albany,  and, 
knowing  no  person  in  the  city,  he  formed  the  ac- 
quaintance of  the  late  Teunis  Van  Vechten,  with 
whom  he  made  an  arrangement  to  enter  his  office 
and  complete  his  legal  studies.     What  year  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar,  I  am  unable  to  state.  *  *  *  ^ 
"Of  your  father's  subsequent  career  as  a  practi- 
tioner at  the  Albany  Bar,  there  are  those  who  can 
I  better  speak  >  if  it  than  I  can.     I  can  only  say  that, 
I  during  all  the  years  he  lived  in  Albany,  1  never 
!  failed,  but  always  made  it  my  first  business,  when 
visiting  that  city,  to  call  upon  him  ;  he  was  so  re- 
liable, so  unselfish  and  generous.  1  could  not  but 
always  love  and  admire  him.     What  i\LTrc  Anto- 
ny said  of  Julius  Cx^sar  cannot  be  too  truly  and 
emphatically  said  of  your  father  : 

■''This  was  the  noblest  Roman  of  them  all, 
!  His  life  was  gende,  and  the  elements  so  mixed  in 
him  that  Nature  might  stand  up  and  say  to  all  the 
world,  "  This  was  a  man. 

Such  is  the  tribute  paid  to  ^Ir.  Bancroft  by  one 
who  knew  him  Irom  early  boyhood,  through  his 
student  days,  and  through  his  long  and  honorable 
career  at  the  Bar.  It  is  a  testimonial  as  eloquent 
as  it  is  just  and  true  that  radiates  his  whole  life.  It 
is  very  rare  indeed  that  such  tributes  are  paid  to 
1  public  and  professional  men.  Certain  periods  of 
their  lives  are  often  made  the  subjects  of  eulogy, 
but  this  one,  as  we  have  said,  covers  a  whole  life, 
in  which  no  part  is  omitted. 

As  we  have  seen  by  Judge  Thurston's  letter, 
I  when  Mr.  Bancroft  came  to  Albany  he  entered  the 
I  office  of  Teunis  Van  Vechten,  then  in  partnership 
I  with  John  Davis,  Esq.     .Mr.  Bancroft  had  become 
so  proficient  in  the  learning  of  his  profession  that, 
on  the  death  of  Mr.  Van  Vechten,  he  entered  into 
j  partnership  with  Mr.  Davis,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Davis  li  Bancroft  :  this  was  a  profitable  business 
'  arrangement,   and  existed  several  years.     It  was 
■  while  a  student  in  the  office  of  Davis  &  Van  Vech- 
ten that  Mr.  Bancroft  was  called  to  the  Bar.  On 
:  June  17,  1845,  Mr.  Bancroft  »vas  united  by  mar- 
I  riage  to  Miss  Emeline  Randall,  of  Albany,  N.  Y., 
i  a  lady  of  many  accomplishments  and  many  men- 
:  tal  and  personal  attractions.    This  union  -  was  an 
exceedingly  happy  and  fortunate  one.     Mrs.  Ban- 
croft survives  her  husband,  enjoying  the  esteem  and 
I  affectionate  regard  of  all  who  know  her. 
!      At  the  dissolution  of  the  firm  of  Davis  it  Ban- 
croft, the  latter  formed  a  copartnership  with  S.  O. 
:  Shepard,  Esq.,  which  continued  until  the  breaking 
j  out  of  the  late  Civil  War. 

1  Mr.  Bancroft  for  some  time  had  entertained  the 
;  thought  of  devoting  the  remainder  of  his  life  to 
j  agricultural  pursuits  :  accordingly,  on  dissolving 
j  with  Mr.  Shepard,  he  retired  to  his  farm  at  Elmira, 
i  N.  Y.,  the  home  of  his  youth.  Three  years'  ex- 
perience in  conducting  his  farm  convinced  him 
that  he  was  not  exactly  constituted  for  a  farmer  ; 
I  at  any  rate,  his  love  for  his  profession  and  his  pro- 
I  fessional  associates  at  Albany  was  so  strong  and 
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increasing  that  it  overcame  whatever  attractions 
there  were  for  him  in  a  farm  life,  and  he  retmned 
to  Albany,  entering  again  into  the  active  duties  of 
his  profession. 

In  1664  he  became  a  partner  of  those  truly 
prominent  lawyers,  Mon.  Henry  Smilh  and  X.  C. 
Moak,  under  the  firm  name  of  Smith,  Bancroft  ilv: 
Moak.  This  connection,  we  believe,  existed  down 
to  the  time  of  IMr.  Bancroft's  death,  with  the  change 
made  by  the  admission  of  Mr.  Charles  f.  Buchanan 
to  the  firm.  As  we  have  seen,  Vix.  Bancroft's  tastes 
led  him  to  th;il  most  intricate  and  subtle  department 
of  legal  learning  connected  with  Real  Property. 

Few  persons  3LU^Iic;d  ilic  law  of  Pv.eal  Piopcrty 
more  assiduously  than  Mr.  Bancroft.  Beginning 
with  Littleton's  Treatise  upon  Tenures,  published 
more  than  four  hundred  years  ago,  he  made  him- 
self familiar  with  the  successive  writers  who  have 
discussed  that  subject  in  all  its  bearings  down  to 
the  present  time.  Few  persons  were  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  changes  made  in  the  Laws 
of  Real  Estate  by  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  with 
the  Amending  Statutes  which  have  followed  them, 
than  he.  He  was,  therefore,  considered  high  au- 
thority in  all  law  touching  Real  Property,  and 
his  knowledge  of  the  land  titles,  not  only  in  the 
City  but  County  of  Albany,  was  unsurpassed. 

In  social  life  Mr.  Bancroft  was  a  favorite.  To 
use  the  language  of  the  Albany  Law  Jotirual :  "  He 
had  ready  wit,  excellent  judgment  and  a  keen  ap- 
preciation of  the  ridiculous.  Grave  indeed  must 
have  been  tne  arfair  out  ot  wiiich  ae  couid  not  ex- 
tract either  pleasantry  or  consolation.  His  knowl- 
edge of  human  nature  was  such,  and  his  tact  and 
patience  so  great,  that,  however  complex  the  mat- 
ter intrusted  to  his  charge  might  be,  or  how  bitter 


the  respective  litigants  to  the  actions  were,  he  al- 
most invariably  succeeded  in  disentangling  the 
knotty  tjuestions  involved  in  the  controver- 
sy, and  in  bringing  about  a  better  feeling  to  the 
suit.  His  family  relations  were  without  reproach. 
He  was  a  devoted  husband,  a  kind  and  affection- 
ate father.  He  will  ever  be  remembered  by  all 
who  knew  him  for  his  sterling  manhood,  his  fidel- 
ity to  his  clients,  his  friendship  for  all,  and  his  en- 
gaging manners. 

"  One  of  the  most  attractive  features  of  Mr.  Ban- 
croft was  his  sincere,  unobtrusive  piety  ;  piety 
which  exhibited  itself  in  every  phase  of  his  life,  not 
by  prc.-;uniing  demonstrations,  not  bv  words,  but 
by  corresponding  actions.  Such  was  his  charitable 
piety  that  to  him  could  have  been  addressed  the 
language  of  the  Saviour  :  'As  ye  did  it  unto  the 
least  of  these,  ye  did  it  unto  me.' 

' '  At  an  early  age,  he  received  the  rites  of  baptism 
from  that  distinguished  and  venerated  divine.  Dr. 
Welch,  of  Albanv,  and  became  a  member  of  the 
Pearl  Street   Baptist   Church,   and   afterward  of 
Emanuel  Baptist  Church. 

"Through  all  his  years,  till  the  close  of  his  life, 
he  adorned  his  religious  professions  as  an  humble 
and  useful  follower  of  his  master. 

"Our  profession  can  ill  afford  to  lose  such 
members. " 

Mr.  Bancroft  died  at  his  residence.  No.  46  Lan- 
caster street,  Albany,  on  the  evening  of  January  20. 
1880,  at  the  age  of  62  years.  His  disease  was 
paralysis  of  the  heart. 

His  departure  was  a  shock  to  the  city,  particu- 
larly to  his  brethren  of  the  Bar.  He  died  in  the 
midst  of  his  usefulness,  of  his  fame,  surrounded  by 
all  that  makes  life  sweet  and  happy. 
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WILLIAM  S.  PADDOCK. 

William  S.  Paddock  was  a  lawyer  whose  mem- 
ory the  Bar  of  Albany  will  always  hold  in  the  high- 
est respect — a  respect  approaching  to  veneration. 
Not  only  will  his  memory  be  thus  cherished  by  the 
Bar,  but  it  will  be  equally  honored  by  the  people 
of  the  City  and  County  of  Albany  with  those  other 
names  so  bright  in  their  legal  and  civil  history. 

His  large  learning,  his  professional  industry,  his 
judicial  purity,  his  integrity,  his  devotion  to  all 
his  public  duties,  and  his  social  worth,  justly  en- 
title him  to  be  thus  remembered. 

He  was  born  at  Bethlehem,  Albany  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  23,  1821.  His  ancestry  were  of  Eng- 
lish descent;  his  grandfather.  Job  Paddock,  was 
an  early  settler  at  Amsterdam,  N.  Y. ,  where  the 
father  of  Recorder  Paddock  was  born,  but  who  re- 
moved very  early  in  life  to  Bethlehem,  where  he 
resided  for  many  years,  one  of  its  most  respected 
citizens.  At  a  very  early  age  young  Paddock  was 
placed  at  the  old  Lancasterian  School,  in  Albanv, 
and,  after  a  thorough  discipline  in  that  institution, 
he  entered  Albany  Academy,  one  of  the  most  pop- 
ular academic  institutions  in  the  State. 

There  he  passed  advantageously  through  a  thor- 
ough English  and  classical  course,  acquiring  a  high 
reputation  for  his  scholarly  attainments. 

At  first  his  mind  was  directed  to  mercantile  pur- 
suits, and  for  two  or  three  years  he  sedulously  de- 
voted himself  to  the  occupation  of  a  merchant 


But  his  native  love  of  study,  his  devotion  to  books 
and  his  scholarly  turn  of  mind  were  not  exactly 
adapted  to  the  calling  of  a  tradesman  ;  besides,  dur- 
ing all  his  student  days,  he  had  a  natural  admiration 
for  the  legal  profession.  It  was  his  delight  to  spend 
his  leisure  hours  in  the  court-rooms  of  the  city, 
and  witness  the  contests  of  the  forum,  in  which 
the  great  lights  of  the  Albany  Bar  were  engaged. 
Here  he  saw  how  causes  were  tried  by  Hill,  Rey- 
nolds, Spencer,  Harris,  Wheaton,  Peckham,  Cag- 
ger  and  others  whose  names  are  bright  in  legal 
history.  From  them,  and  from  their  forensic  ef- 
forts, he  caught  the  "  Promethian  spark,"  which, 
at  length,  lit  his  own  way  to  an  honored  place  at  ■ 
the  Bar. 

Relinquishing  his  mercantile  business,  he  entered 
the  otTice  of  Wheaton,  Doolillle  &  Hadlt:y,  a  legal 
firm,  each  of  whose  members  was  prominent  in 
the -profession — a-  legal  firm  almost  unrivaled  m 
strength  and  versatility  of  talents  and  learning. 
With  these  accomplished  lawyers,  young  Paddock 
prepared  for  the  duties  of  his  profession.  He 
studied  under  the  nice  mathematical  process  and 
subtle  distinctions  of  Special  Pleading,  but  he  was 
called  to  the  Bar  in  1847,  when  the  Code  of  Pro- 
cedure was  a  few  months  old.  Accordingly  he 
began  his  practice  under  the  new  regime.  His 
thorough  discipline  under  the  old  practice,  how- 
ever, sharpened  and  invigorated  his  mind,  and  gave 
him  peculiar  qualifications  as  a  pleader  under  the 
Code. 
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His  admission  to  the  Bar  took  place  in  1S47,  | 
and  in  the  following  August  he  entered  into  part-  j 
nership  with  his  cousin,  Stephen  Paddock,  Jr. ,  a  ! 
highly  respectable  lawyer  of  Albany,  under  tlie  firm  j 
name  of  .S.  &"  W.  S.  Paddock.    This  was  a  fortu-  \ 
nate  business  arrangement  for  both  partners,  and  ' 
existed  ten  years,  when  the  senior  partner,  Stephen  • 
Paddock,  retired,  and  ]Mr.  W.  S.  Paddock  formed  ' 
a  copartnership  with  Hon.  John  ls\.  Bailey,  which  | 
continued  until  Mr.  Bailey  was  elected  District  At-  ! 
torney.   INIr.  Paddock  then  entered  into  partnership  ! 
with  Hon.  |ohn  C.  Nott,  at  this  writing  the  Coun- 
ty Judge  of  Albany  County.     He  continued  with 
Judge  XoLl  until  the  eieciiuu  of  the  latter  to  the  of-  ' 
fice  of  Police  Justice,  when  the  firm  was  dissolved. 
His  next  professional  connection  was  with  Messrs. 
Draper  ct  Chester,  under  the  firm  wss^x^oi  Paddock,  I 
Draper  &  C/ics/er.    This  relation  conunued  until  i 
July  I,  1882,  when  it  was  dissolved.    All  of  Mr. 
Paddock's  legal  partners  were  gentlemen  of  high 
legal  standing  and  accomplishments  :  they  were  ^ 
profitable  and  honorable  relations,  each  partner  ; 
holding   the   other  in   the  highest   respect  and 
esteem. 

The  abilities  and  high  character  of  Mr.  Paddock 
as  a  lawyer  summoned  him  to  judicial  duties.  In 
1856  he  was  elected  to  the  ancient  and  honorable 
office  of  Recorder  of  the  City  of  .Albany.     When  he 
entered  upon  his  first  administration,  the  exciting  ' 
Mayoralty  controversy  between    Hon.   Eli  Perry  ' 
and  Dr.  John  P.  Quackenbush  was  at  its  height.  , 
Each  of  these  gentlemen  claimed  to  nave  been  i 
elected  Mayor  o(  the  city.    The  singular  turn  which  ; 
this  contest  took  added,  as  we  shall  see,  largely  to  ! 
the  responsibilities  of  Recorder  Paddock,  and  it  al-  ' 
so  greatly  increased  his  reputation.     "  Each  of  the  : 
contestants  maintained  his  right  to  act  as  Mayor, 
and  both  appeared  at  the  meetmgs  of  the  Common 
Council  as  its  presiding  officer.    The  matter  was 
taken  to  the  courts,  under  a  compromise  by  which 
Recorder  Paddock  was  to  act  as  Mayor  pending  the 
litigation.    The  case  was  never  brought  to  trial,  and 
the  City  of  Albany  enjoyed  a  season  of  prosperity 
and  success  under  the  administration  of  William  S. 
Paddock,  acting  in  the  dual  capacity  of  Mayor  and 
Recorder."    To  say  that  his  administration  in  both 
positions  was  successful,  is  but  to  repeat  well-known 
facts  of  history;  but  he  received  only  the  salary  of 
Recorder,  while  Messrs.  Perry  and  Quackenbush 
each  received  the  full  salary  of  Mayor.     Pie  was  ■ 
three  times  elected  Recorder,  the  first  time,  as  we 
have  seen,  in  1856,  and  the  last  time  in  1876.  Dur- 
ing this  long  term  of  judicial  service  he  won  the  : 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  members  of  the  Bar  | 


and  of  the  general  public  to  a  degree  almost  un- 
precedented. He  was  one  of  those  inen  who  made 
his  way  so  quietly  througli  the  paths  of  usefulness 
to  public  honors  that  the  voice  of  envy  and  jeal- 
ou.sy  was  never  raised  against  him.  and  never  ques- 
tioned his  integrity  or  doubted  his  abdity. 

To  use  the  language  of  the  Albany  Evening  Jour- 
nal:  "  .Mr.  Paddock  was  known  to  the  profession 
as  a  very  careful  lawyer,  his  fealty  on  the  side  of 
the  right  being  paramount  to  all  other  considera- 
tions. Never,  m  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  was 
he  known  to  do  a  wrongful  act  intentionally.  If 
he  believed  his  convictions  were  right,  he  would  ad- 
here to  Lheui,  come  what  might." 

Again,  as  was  said  of  him  by  another:  "He 
was  a  polished  gentleman,  loved  by  those  who  had 
the  pleasure  of  being  admitted  to  the  list  of  his  in- 
timate friends.  As  a  magistrate,  if  the  occasion 
demanded,  he  was  stern  and  uncompromising,  but 
always  courteous  and  accessible.  He  was  always 
liberal,  his  purse  always  open  to  deserving  want, 
and  his  sympathies  as  deep  as  his  charities  were 
wide.  Mr.  Paddock  early  in  life  associated  him- 
self with  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  to  the  day 
of  his  death  a  faithful  and  consistent  member  of 
that  organization,  and  one  of  its  acknowledged 
leaders. 

"  He  was  a  member  of  Master's  Lodge,  No.  5,  F. 
and  k.  ]M. ;  Temple  Chapter,  No.  5,  R.  A.  M. ; 
Temple  Commandery,  No.  2,  K.  T. ,  and  of  the 
Masonic  Relief  Association." 

Recorder  Paddock's  domestic  relations  vrere  ex- 
ceedingly happy.  On  May  20,  185 1,  he  married 
Miss  Magdalene,  daughter  of  Gerrit  and  Cornelia 
Hotaling,  of  Albany  ;  five  sons  and  one  daughter 
were  born  to  this  marriage,  all  of  whom  survive 
him  but  one  son.  They  are  Howard,  William 
G. ,  Edward,  George  and  Carrie  Paddock. 

Such  was  the  life  and  career  of  William  S.  Pad- 
dock, a  man  of  large  influence  and  usei'ulness  in 
his  profession,  in  his  official  capacity  and  as  a  pri- 
vate citizen.  It  is  hardly  necessary  for  us  to  say 
that  the  death  of  such  a  man,  genial  and  generous, 
should  produce  profound  sensation  and  sorrow  in 
the  city  where  he  had  long  occupied  so  conspicuous 
a  position.  Up  to  18S0  he  enjoyed  the  most  ro- 
bust health.  In  -May  of  that  year  he  had  an  ap- 
oplectic attack,  which  left  the  base  of  his  brain 
atiected  ;  he,  however,  recovered,  so  he  was  able, 
to  an  extent,  to  conduct  his  business.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1S82  he  was  again  prostrated  with  the  same 
disease  ;  at  length,  about  the  last  of  December,  the 
last  and  fatal  attack  came.  He  lingered  until  the 
1 9th  of  January,  1S83,  when  he  died. 
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JAMES  A.  rklcKOWN. 

Mr.  McKowN,  who  occupies  a  highly  respectable 
position  at  the  Albany  Bar,  was  born  at  Guilder- 
land,  Albany  County,  March  19,  18 19.  His 
father  was  Absalom  McKown.  a  prominent  and 
much  esteemed  citizen  of  Albany  County.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Edith  Le  Granfre, 
daughter  of  John  Le  Grange,  Esq.,  a  man  of  high 
standing  in  his  day. 

The  advantages  of  young  McKown  for  obtaining 
an  education  were  confined  principally  to  the  com- 
mon district  school.  In  his  youthful  days  our  present 
system  of  general  education  was  unknown,  and  in- 
stitutions ranking  above  the  common  schools  were 
few  ;  but  he  utilized  to  the  fullest  extent  every  ad- 
vantage he  had  ;  he  obtained  a  very  good  practical 
education,  with  which  he  attained  his  success  m 
life,  through  his  own  unaided  efforts.  He.  there- 
fore, belongs  to  that  large  and  valuable  class  of 
men  with  which  the  legal,  and  generally  all  pro- 
fessions, abound — self-made  men.  It  was  his 
early  ambition  to  become  a  lawyer  ;  to  that  end  he 
directed  every  energy. 

In  recognition  of  his  intelligence,  sound  judg- 
ment, practical  good  sense  and  legal  informadon, 
he  was  quite  early  in  life  elected  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  at  Guilderland,  sen  ing  in  a  very  acceptable 


manner  for  the  almost  unprecedented  long  period 
of  eighteen  years. 

His  eminent  services  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
were  fully  recognized,  not  only  by  the  people  of 
Guilderland,  but  by  the  people  of  the  county  at 
large,  and  this,  in  1S52,  brought  him  forward  as  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  Associate  fudge  of  Al- 
banv  County.  He  was  elected,  and  took  his  seat 
on  the  bench  of  the  County  Court  and  Court  of 
Sessions.  In  1853  he  was  re  elected.  His  judi- 
cial term  extended  two  years,  and  was  very  ac- 
ceptable to  the  people  of  the  county. 

Mr.  McKown  was  a  close,  industrious  and  ap- 
preciative legal  student:  but  he  did  not  apply  for 
admission  to  the  Bar  until  1853,  when,  on  motion 
of  that  distinguished  jurist,  Hon.  John  K.  Porter, 
lie  was  admitted  to  practice  in  all  the  courts  of  this 
State;  and,  in  1865,  he  was,  on  motion  of  Hon. 
Ira  Harris,  admitted  to  the  United  States  Su])remc 
Court. 

In  April,  1856,  Mr.  McKown  made  the  City  of 
Albanv  his  residence,  where  he  has  continued  to 
reside  from  that  time  down  to  this  writing.  1S85. 

His  judicial  mint!  and  method  prepared  the  way 
for  his  election  to  the  office  of  Surrogate  of  Albany 
County.  This  event  took  place  in  the  fall  of  1855. 
The  duties  of  this  office  are  important  and  difficult. 
No  judicial  position  is  more  so  than  that  of  Surro- 
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gate.    It  requires   a  peculiar  cast  of  mind  and  | 
much  depth  of  learning  to  successfully  discnarge 
the  duties  of  the  otTice. 

We  can  say  without  affectation  that  Mr.  Mc-  \ 
Kown  brought  to  the  office  abilities,  learning  and 
industry  of  a  high  order,  which  rendered  his  ad-  i 
ministration  successful,  and  lie  retired  from  the 
office  with  the  good  wishes  and  good  opinion  of  j 
the  Bar  and  the  public.  I 

In  his  practice  he  has  had  no 'specialty,  but  has 
conducted  a  general  legal  business  with  success, 
and  has  always  surrounded  himself  with  a  respect- 
able and  i>rolitab!c  clientage. 

His  long  ideudfii„ation  with  the  Albany  Bar,  his  . 
high  and  upright  character,  his  honorable  course 
as  a  practitioner,  has  j^iven  him  an  eminent  place  in 
his  profession.  j 

Mr.  McKown  belongs  to  the  Republican  party. 
He  espoused  the  tenets  of  that  party  under  the 
firm  belief  that  they  are  the  safest  ami  best  for  the 
State  and  nation.  Though  he  is  decided  in  his  : 
pohlical  opinions,  he  is  in  no  sense  aggressively  so. 
He  is  not,  and  never  has  been,  a  seeker  after  | 
office  or  place. 

In  his  religious  proclivities  he  favors  the  Baptist 
Church.  \ 

In  1837  he  was  united  by  marriage  to  INIiss  ; 
Ahda  Van  Valkenburgh. 

In  his  official  career  Mr.  McKown,  as  we  have  : 
seen,  commanded  the  respect  of  the  people  of  Al-  ' 
bany  County.  As  a  lawyer  and  citizen,  and  in  all  ' 
relations  of  private  life,  he  has  always  had  in  a  large  I 
degree  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  public  ;  ; 
and,  finally,  few,  if  any,  are  more  entitled  to  hon- 
orable mention  in  the  history  of  Albany  County  \ 
than  James  A.  ]\[cKown.  i 

MAJOR-GEN.  JOHN  TAYLF.R  COOPER. 

Major-Gen.  John  T.wler  Cooper  was  born  in  ! 
Albany,  in  April,  179S,  and  died  August  13,  1878,  | 
in  his  eighty-first  year.  His  father  was  Dr.  Charles  i 
D.  Cooper,  who,  in  his  time,  was  one  of  the  most  | 
disdnguished  of  Albany's  phvsicians.  His  mother  \ 
was  the  niece  and  adopted  daughter  of  the  wile  of  I 
Gov.  John  Tayler,  who  was  Lieutenant-Gov-  | 
emor  of  the  State  of  New  York  from  1S13  to  1S22,  i 
and  Acting-Governor  part  of  the  time.  His  brother,  | 
Charles  D.  Cooper,  became  a  noted  Episcopal  cler-  i 
gvman  of  Philadelphia,  and  survived  him.  He  had  | 
two  sisters,  one  of  whom,  Elizabeth,  married  Ben-  i 
jamin  Nott,  and  became  the  mother  of  Hon.  John  | 
C.  Nott,  of  Albany,  and  the  other.  Margaret,  mar- 
ried Joel  B.  Nott.  Benjamin  and  Joel  B.  Nott 
were  sons  of  Dr.  E.  Nott,  president  of  Union  Col- 
lege ' 

Gen.  Cooper  attended  the  best  schools  of  Al- 
bany, and  sul)sequently  entered  Union  College,  j 
where  he  gratluated,  after  four  years'  study,  in  18 18.  ' 
Afterward  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Messrs.  John  ! 
V.  Henry  and  lames  McKown.  and  studied  for  the 
Bar,  being  admitted  to  practice  in  1S21.  Form- 
ing a  copartnership  with  Simeon  DeWitt  Blood- 
good,  who  was  at  one  time  editor  of  die  AJrerliscr, 
printed  by  Webster  on  the  old  Elm  Tree  corner,  he  \ 


practiced  his  profession  until  ]\Ir.  Bloodgood's  re- 
moval to  New  York,  when  he  retired  permanently 
from  legal  life.  He  had  inherited  a  fine  fortune 
indirectly  from  Gi-v.  John  Tayler,  and  was 
not,  therefore,  dependent  upon  his  own  e.xer- 
tions  for  a  livelihood  ;  but  his  years  were  not  to  be 
passed  idly,  for  the  care  of  his  property  and  his  de- 
votion to  matters  c>f  interest  to  him  kept  him  fully 
occupied  almost  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

His  youth  had  compassed  the  period  of  the  second 
war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the  e.xciting  scenes  of 
his  bo}  hood  imbued  him  with  a  martial  spirit,  and 
he  manifested  an  active  interest  in  military  affairs. 
Shortly  after  graduating  from  college  he  entered 
Col.  Knickerbocker's  regiment  as  adjutant,  and 
was  active  in  promoting  its  efficiency.  He  was 
successively  promoted  to  be  major  and  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  finallv  succeeded  to  the  command  of 
the  regiment.  When  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette 
visited  America  in  1824,  Col.  Cooper  was  dis- 
patched by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  .Al- 
bany to  meet  the  great  champion  of  Liberty  at  Kin- 
derhook  and  escort  him  to  Albany,  where  high 
honors  were  paid  him  On  his  leaving.  Col. 
Coof)er  was  in  command  of  the  escort  which  ac- 
companied the  distinguished  visitor  as  far  as  New 
Lebanon.  Afterward  he  was  promoted  to  the 
major-generalship  of  the  Third  Division,  New  York 
State  ]\[ilitia,  a  position  which  he  held  for  many 
years,  until  he  was  retired  at  the  commencement  of 
Gov.  Fenton's  term  of  office,  a  law  being  en- 
acted in  that  year  which  abolished  all  of  the  old 
militia  offices  and  established  the  National  Guard 
of  the  State  of  New  York.  Published  accounts  of 
the  obsequies  i>f  Gov.  Marcy  in  1857  show- 
that  Gen.  Coojier  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
funeral  arrangements  and  ceremonies.  He  is  re- 
membered as  a  firm  and  helpful  friend  of  the  Al- 
bany Burgesses'  Corps,  of  which  he  was  a  life 
member. 

Gen.  Cooper  was  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  whom  he  married  in  1822,  was  Miss  Char- 
lotte Henry,  daughter  of  John  N .  Henrv,  the  emi- 
nent attorney  in  whose  office  he  studied  law.  She 
died  childless,  and  some  vears  later  Gen.  Cooper 
married  the  widow  of  Clarkson  F.  Crosby,  of 
Watervliet,  whose  maiden  name  was  Schuyler,  and 
who  was  d  -scended  from  the  famous  family  of  that 
name  who  bore  so  conspicuous  a  part  in  the  early 
history,  not  alone  of  New  York,  but  of  our  country. 
There  was  no  i.ssue  by  this  marriage.  His  stepson, 
J.  Schuyler  Crosby,  married  Harriet  Van  Rensselaer, 
youngest  daughter  of  Stephen  \"an  Rensselaer,  of  Al- 
bany, and  became  Governor  of  Montana  Territory 
and  subsequently  Assistant  Postmaster-General  of 
the  United  States  ;  and  of  his  two  stepdaughters, 
the  elder  married  William  L.  Thompson,  son  of 
John  C.  Thompson,  of  Troy,  and  the  younger,  in 
1878,  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  Thaddeus  .\.  Sniv- 
eley.  Rev.  Howard  Crosby,  D.  D. ,  of  New  York, 
is  their  father's  brother. 

The  freedom  from  business  care«,  which  was 
such  a  marked  feature  of  Gen.  Cooper's  lite, 
permitted  him  several  times  to  visit  Europe  and  to 
travel  quite  extensively  in  the  most  interesting  por- 
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tions  of  the  old  world,  includinij  Russia,  E.2:}-pt 
and  Syria. 

The  private  life  of  Gen.  Cooper  was  quiet  and 
unostentatious.  He  ranked  as  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  and  universally  esteemed  citizens 
of  Albany,  adding  much  to  its  prosperity  and  con- 
tributing to  the  growth  of  many  of  its  important  in- 
stitutions. Of  the  most  pronounced  "  Old  School" 
Democratic  proclivities,  he  was  not  a  politician, 
and  never  held  any  civil  othce,  the  only  positions 
not  military  in  their  character  which  he  ever  ac- 
cepted being  those  of  warden  of  St.  Peters  Episco- 
pal Church  and  president  of  the  Home  for  Aged 
]\Ien.  To  the  strictness  of  his  habits  may  be  at- 
tributed his  long  and,  for  the  most  part,  robust 
life.  In  personal  appearance  he  was  erect,  finely 
proportioned  and  of  martial  bearing.  He  was 
known  to  possess  strong  svmpathy  with  the  poor, 
and,  in  a  private  way,  he  dispensed  charities  with  a 
liberal  hand.  His  public  donations  to  various 
charitable  objects  were  not  inconsiderable.  Noted 
for  his  wise  and  prudent  management  of  business 
affairs,  he  left  a  large  and  valuable  estate,  C(jnsist- 
ing  of  real  and  personal  property,  in  Albany,  be- 
sides an  extensive  farm  near  Cedar  Hill,  on  the 
Hudson,  about  nine  miles  (.listant  from  the  city, 
which  he  called  "Guy  Park."  His  death  was  not 
entirely  unexpected,  and  it  was  deeply  regretted  by 
the  many  who  knew  him,  not  alone  in  Albany,  but 
throughout  the  State.  Ffe  is  remembered  as  one 
of  the  few  All)anians  who,  in  their  cK)sing  years, 
linked  the  Albany  of  tlirce- quarters  of  a  century 
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ago  with  the  Albany  of  the  modern  period  ;  and  his 
name  is  not  likelvto  soon  pass  from  the  scenes  amid 
which  he  was  worthily  born,  lived  an  admirable 
life  and  died  at  peace  with  God  and  his  fellow  men. 

ISAAC  EDWARDS. 

Isaac  Edwards  was  born  in  Corinth,  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  August  30,  18 19,  and  at  the  time 
of  his' decease.  March  26,  1S79,  ^^'^^  nearly  sixty 
years  of  age.  He  was  the  second  son  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Cooper)  Edwards.  His  parents  were  of 
good  New  England  stock  and  had  removed  from 
Watertown,  Conn. ,  to  Corinth.  His  father  was  a 
thriltv  farmer,  and  desired  that  his  four  sons 
should  succeed  him  in  the  same  occupation.  The 
earlv  years  of  young  Edwards  were  passed  on  his 
father's  farm.  '  His  school  education  was  com- 
menced in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town, 
and  continued  in  the  Waterford  Academy,  under 
the  care  of  that  excellent  instructor,  the  late  Prof. 
Tavlor  Lewis,  of  whom  he  often  spoke  in  the  high- 
est terms  of  admiration.  His  law  studies  were 
pursued  in  Albany,  in  the  office  of  Messrs.  Ed- 
wards iS:  Meads,  with  the  strictness  and  fulelity 
which  ever  marked  his  subsetjuent  course.  Alter 
his  admission  to  practice,  at  the  July  term  of 
Court  in  1843.  he  formed  a  partner>lup  with  his 
uncle,  the  late  Mr.  James  Edwards,  which  was 
not  long  continued,  his  uncle  soon  forming  a 
partnership  with  the  late  Mr.  Samuel  Stevens,  and 
Mr.  Edwards,  preferring  the  independence  of  a 
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single  office,  formed  no  other  partnership,  but 
almost  at  once  entered  upon  his  successful  career 
as  a  lawyer  and  author.  His  clients  were  among 
the  most  respectable  merchants  of  the  city,  and  he 
retained  their  business  year  after  year. 

Ilis  duties  and  labors  \\  ere  of  such  a  nature  that 
they  alTorded  him' much  time  for  the  hearing  (jf 
references,  and  during  the  twenty  years  preceding 
his  death  he  undoubtedly  heard  and  tlecideii 
more  important  cases  than  any  other  lawyer  in 
this  section  of  the  country.  His  mind  was  emi- 
nently judicial  anil  adapted  to  the  hearing  of  long 
and  intricate  cases,  and  so  well  balanced  that,  in 
the  weighing  of  evidence,  he  had  no  supeiiors. 
However  much  any  party  or  attorney  may  have 
been  disappointed  by  his  adverse  decision,  no  one 
ever  charged  him  with  being  influenced  by  fear, 
favor  or  friendship.  Absolute  justice  was  his  sole 
aim  and  endeavor.  In  1855  appeared  ]\Ir.  Ed- 
wards' work  on  "Bailments."  It  was  welcomed  by 
the  Bench  and  Bar  as  the  best  American  work  on 
the  subject,  and  it  has  been  growing  in  favor  with 
the  legal  fraternity  since.  In  187S  the  work  was 
revised,  portions  of  it  were  rewritten,  later  decis- 
ions were  cited,  and  new  chapters  were  added. 
Since  the  publication  of  the  first  edition,  commer- 
cial transactions  have  been  widely  extended,  busi- 
ness has  been  enlarged,  and  many  new  and  per- 
plexing questions  have  come  before  our  numerous 
Courts  for  discussion  and  adjudication.  The  most 
marked  developments  have  reference  to  pledges,  or 
collateral  secundes,  transporianon  and  telegraphic 
messages.  Upon  these  subjects  tiie  second  edition 
is  full  and  explicit,  and  ilemonstrates  that  in  this 
branch  of  the  law  ]\Ir.  Edwards  was  thoroughly  in- 
formed as  to  the  decisions  of  the  courts.  In  1857, 
two  years  after  "  Bailments,"  appeared  his  work  on 
"Bills  and  Notes."  a  treatise  complete  in  itself,  and 
surpassing  that  of  ever}-  other  author  who  had  writ- 
ten upon  the  same  subject  in  the  English  language. 
A  second  edition  was  published  in  1863.  Both  of 
these  valuable  works  are  intended  for  the  practi- 
tioner as  well  as  for  the  student.  To  be  appreci- 
ated they  must  be  read  and  utilized  by  the  practical 
lawyer.  In  1870  he  published  an  essay  upon 
"Factors  and  Brokers  "  In  this  he  exhibits  the 
same  fullness  and  clearness  of  definition  which 
characterize  his  larger  works.  'Sh.  Edwards  wrote 
and  published  several  essays  and  biographical 
sketches  of  different  members  of  the  Bencli  and  Bar, 
all  of  which  demonstrates  the  clearness  of  his  mind, 
his  just  appreciation  of  the  merits  of  others,  and 
his  happy  faculty  of  presenting  his  views  in  an  in- 
teresting and  instructive  manner.  He  thoroughly 
understood  the  law,  and  he  loved  to  elucidate  its 
principles.  His  estimate  uf  justice  and  the  law  to 
establish  and  enforce  it  can  be  best  expressed  in 
his  own  words  : 

"Justice  being  the  supreme  interest  of  mankind, 
the  law  established  to  enforce  it  is  a  most  wt.irthy 
object  of  labor  and  study.  Aside  from  its  value  as 
the  measure  and  conservator  of  uur  ri.udits,  the  law 
is  one  of  the  noblest  of  the  applied  sciences.  It  i> 
beneficent  in  its  purpose;  it  aims  ti>  secure  ecjual- 
ity  between  men  in  their  dealings  with  each  other. 


j  It  lies  at  the  foundation  of  our  system  ofgovern- 
1  ments ;  it  is  both  a  source  and  a  principle  uf  au- 
!  thority  in  our  halls  of  legislation  and  in  our  tribu- 
;  nals  of  justice.     It  underlies  our  institutions  and 
conserves  them.     It  reaches  the  individual  reason 
and  covers  with  its  priiteciing  power  social  interest 
and  every  relation  of  life.     It  is  the  conscience  of 
i  the  state,  everywhere  present  in  the  manifold  ac- 
:  tivi  ties  of  her  citizens. " 

1  Many  years  of  his  later  life  were  passed  in  incul- 
I  eating  princijiies  like  the  above  on  the  mind  of 
j  }i;)uth.  Years  ago  the  question  of  the  improve- 
I  ment  of  die  public  schools  oi  Albany  was  agitated, 
I  and  ]\Ir.  Edwards  took  a  prominent  pi^ition  in 
favor  of  advanced  education.  His  relations  to  Mr. 
Carlton  Edwards,  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Alorn- 
iiig  Express,  were  such  that  the  columns  of  that 
paper  were  freely  offered  for  his  use,  and  from  time 
to  time  appeared  powerful  and  pungent  articles 
from  his  pen.  INIany  of  these  articles  were  pub- 
lished under  Mr.  Edwards'  care  and  scattered 
broadcast  over  the  city,  and  aided  much  in  pro- 
ducing in  the  minds  of  its  citizens  a  desire  for  die 
improvement  which  has  been  wrought  in  its  jiublic 
schools.  Shortly  before  the  death  of  Prof  Amus 
Dean,  'Mv.  Edwards  was  invited  to  deliver  a  few 
lectures  before  the  Albany  Law  School.  His  clear- 
ness of  diction,  his  fullness  of  illustration  and  his 
correctness  of  definition  proved  his  fitness  to  fill 
the  position  of  so  distinguished  a  lecturer  as  Prof 
Dean,  and  upon  the  death  of  the  latter  he  was 
unanimously  elected  to  die  vacant  professorship, 
and  from  that  time  until  his  death  he  was  the  mov- 
ing spirit  and  power  ot  the  Law  School,  delivering 
about  one-half  the  lectures,  and  presiding  at  nearly 
all  the  courts  of  exemplification  and  instrucdon. 
The  position  of  the  Albany  Law  School  may  be  at- 
tributed more  to  the  standing  and  reputation  of 
!\Ir.  Edwards,  as  professor  and  author,  than  to  any 
other  of  its  instructors.  His  duties  were  laborious 
and  exacting,  and  it  is  no  discredit  to  the  late 
Prof  Dean  to  say  that  he  brought  to  the  school 
knowledge  and  capability  equal  to  those  of  his  pre- 
decessor ;  and  the  classes  graduated  under  him  are 
witnesses  to  the  excellence  both  of  the  matter  and 
the  manner  of  his  instructions.  Four  years  befi  )rc 
his  death  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Board  uf 
Public  Instruction.  As  chairman  of  the  Law  Com- 
mittee his  reports  on  subjects  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee were  alwa\s  clear,  .strong  and  convincing. 
His  great  interest  in  popular  education  made  the 
work  connected  with  this  trust  a  veritable  labor  of 
love. 

As  a  politician  'Sir.  Etlv.arils  was  not  a  partisan, 
altliough  in  his  early  life  a  ^\'hig  and  afterward  a 
stanch  Republican.  .\s  a  speaker  he  was  clear, 
logical  and  forcible,  using  nice  distinctions  and 
strong  illustrations  ;  and  his  early  success  betore 
juries  and  in  several  political  campaigns  gave  as- 
surance that,  had  he  turned  his  attention  more  di- 
rectly to  other  branches  of  his  profession,  he 
wtnild  have  taken  high  rank  as  an  advocate. 

Mr.  Edwards  was  an  earnest  and  devoted  Chris- 
tian. He  early  united  with  the  Second  Presby- 
terian Church.    When  the  movement  was  made  to 
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organize  a  Cungrci^aiional  Churcli  he  was  one  of 
tlie  first  to  give  support  to  the  enterprise,  and  as 
one  of  the  committee  chosen  to  prepare  its  articles 
of  faitli  and  mode  of  government,  he  diil  much  to- 
ward shaping  and  guicHiig  tiie  measures  which 
have  given  the  organization  such  prominence  in 
the  city. 

He  was  a  conscientious  member  of  his  pro- 
fession, a  clear  and  careful  author,  a  loving  and  be- 
loved instructor,  the  eminentlv  true  and  social 
friend  and  the  good  citizen,  bearing  with  fidelity 
no  small  share  of  the  public  burdens. 

His  works  will  be  perused  by  eager  students 
when  iiu)St  of  his  contemporaries  are  fi:)rgotten. 
His  influence  as  a  professor  and  teacher,  although 
wide  and  extended,  will  become  wider  as  the  years 


go  by.  While  we  speak  of  him  as  a  lawyer,  teach- 
er and  author,  we  will  not  forget  his  higfier  virtues 
as  a  man.  So  far  as  is  the  lot  of  mortals,  his  was  ♦ 
a  spotless  character.  Although  competent  to  fill 
the  liighest  jjlaces,  he  sijught  the  humblest  stations. 
With  learning  to  which  we  all  who  knew  him  bowed 
with  respect,  he  walked  humbly  before  God  ami 
man.  Beyond  the  members  of  his  family  circle 
and  intimate  friends,  he  will  be  remembered  by 
the  Bar,  among  whom  his  daily  life  was  passed,  by 
clients  who  depended  upon  his  counsel,  by  his 
pupils  who  treasured  his  lectures  and  advice,  by 
good  citizens  who  were  charmed  by  the  graces  of 
his  private  life,  and  by  the  wide  circle  of  the  public, 
who  will  long  remember  his  instruction  and  treasure 
his  counsel. 


MEDICINE  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


By  C.  CURTIS,  'SI.  r>. 


WHEN  Henry  Hudson  came  up  the  Grande 
River  in  the  first  decade  of  the  seventeeth  cen- 
tury, and  on  a  lovely  September  afternoon,  when  the 
hills  were  clothed  in  autumn  red,  dropped  anchor 
off  the  point  where  Albany  now  stands,  there  is  n.o 
doubt  that  he  would  have  found  on  inquiry  that 
the  dusky  aborigines  interestedly  watching  his  move- 
ments from  the  shore  were  not  unfamiliar  with  the 
medicine  man.  In  one  fashion  or  another  medi- 
cme  has  been  practiced  in  all  ages.  It  is  not  the 
purpose  of  this  narrative  to  trace  the  medical 
affairs  of  this  locality  back  among  the  Mohawks 
and  jMohegans;  to  commence  the  history  of  them, 
even  during  the  century  which  followed  the  build- 
ing of  Fort  Orange,  a  limited  array  of  facts  are 
found.  In  the  voluminous  records  of  our  early  his- 
tory scant  reference  is  made  to  the  medical  events 
which  formed  a  part  of  it.  To  construct  in  any 
detail  a  sketch  of  them  would  require  a  fund  of  as 
yet  unpublished  traditions  of  an  unbroken  line  of 
Dutchmen,  all  to  the  manor  born,  or  a  draft  on 
the  imagination  unworthy  of  the  truthful  chronicler. 

It  is  not  remarkable  that  this  shcjuld  be  so, 
for  in  a  community  intently  occupied  in  obtaining 
the  necessaries  of  life,  subduing  forests,  planting 
settlements,  and  meeting  the  dangers  that  sur- 
rounded it  from  unfriemlly  natives,  contentious 
governments,  and  a  rigf)rous  climate,  there  was  little 
time  to  think  of  more  domestic  matter'",  and  few,  es- 
pecially among  these  Dutch  Colonics,  where  com- 
mercial tastes  ruled,  and  learning  was  backward,  to 
make  note  of  them.  The  healthy,  laborious  people 


who  came  to  these  shores  required  few  physicians, 
and  they  and  their  surroundings  presented  few 
attractions  to  Old  World  practitioners.  Still 
they  were  not  unmindful  of  their  need  of  the 
medical  man,  and  there  were  those  among  them 
who  in  some  sort  practiced  the  art  or  the  domestic 
traditions  of  medicine. 

During  the  early  years  of  all  the  American 
Colonies  there  were  many  who  were  looked  to  for 
advice  in  sickness  who  possessed  but  the  simplest 
knowledge  of  medicine.  The  literature  of  the 
profession  was  not  so  voluminous  but  that  any 
educated  man  might  make  himself  familiar  with 
the  theories  and  practices  of  the  times.  School- 
masters, clergymen  and  government  officials  were 
frequently  somewhat  versed  in  medicine ;  the 
clergy  especially  gave  attention  to  the  subject,  as 
missionaries  of  the  present  day  often  do,  by  study 
prior  to  leaving  the  Old  World.  This  was 
more  frequently  the  case  in  the  New  England 
Colonies,  but  was  also  true  here.  Among  the 
Dutch  dominies,  Rev.  Dr.  Megapolensis  is  said  to 
have  made  some  pretense  to  a  knowledge  of  medi- 
cine. He  might  better  have  stuck  to  preaching,  how- 
ever, if  his  practice  was  of  a  piece  with  the  advice  he 
gives,  in  writing  on  the  medical  usages  among  the 
Mohawk  Indians,  and  which  the  good  vrouws  to 
whom  it  was  addressed  very  sensibly  repudiated. 
.\noiher  of  the  medico-clerics  was  D.  nninie  .Man- 
cius,  who  educated  his  son  in  medicine  so  that  he 
was  for  a  lifetime  one  of  the  prominent  physicians 
of  Albanv.     It  is  worth  mentioning  in  thisconnec- 
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tion  that,  nearly  two  liuiulrcd  years  later,  George 
Upfold,  a  young  physician  here,  studied  theology, 
and  eventually  became  Bishop  of  Indiana.  The 
Indians  had  learned  the  medical  value  uf  some 
indigenous  herbs,  and  tiie  Indian  medicine  man 
may  be  mentioned  as  one  of  the  accessories  of 
'  early  colonial  practice.  l  ie  sometimes  won  a  wide 
reputation.  The  story  of  die  High  Rock  Spring, 
first  disclosed  to  white  men  by  die  wonderful  re- 
sult upon  Sir  William  Johnson,  w  ho  was  carried  to 
it  by  the  Indians,  is  familiar  to  all.  Their  theories, 
so  far  as  they  had  any,  were  essentially  supernat- 
ural, as  is  at  the  present  time  commonly  the  case 
among  barbarous  and  ignorant  people. 

The'  Dutch  West  India  Company  are  said  to 
have  been  exceptional  in  their  care  for  the  health 
of  their  sailors,  all  their  vessels  being  provided 
with  a  surgeon,  or  some  one  having  a  familiarity 
with  medicine.  They  extended  the  same  con- 
sideration to  their  colonies.  Reference  to  it  re- 
peatedly recurs  in  their  regulations,  one  of  which 
is  as  follows:  "The  patroons  and  colonists  shall, 
in  particular  and  in  die  speediest  manner,  endeavor 
to  find  ways  and  means  whereby  they  may  support 
a  minister  and  a  schoolmaster,  that  the  service  of 
God  and  the  zeal  for  religion  may  not  grow  cold 
and  be  neglected  among  them,  and  that  they  do 
for  the  first  procure  ■s^  cum  fortcr  of  the  sick."  This 
functionary,  variously  termed  in  the  original /{vw/rA- 
besoecker  or  zicckentrooster,  is  the  first  recognized 
person  charged  with  the  care  of  the  sick  in  the 
Dutch  Colonie.s.  He  was  probably  of  an  infe- 
rior order  of  clergy,  for  he  is  mentioned  as  conducting 
the  religious  service  on  Sundays.  But  he  is  also 
often  found  serving  in  other  capacities  and  holding 
civil  office,  in  which,  however,  he  was  not  peculiar, 
for  the  duties  of  the  preacher,  doctor,  soldier  and 
government  official  were  frequently  performed  by 
one  individual  in  primitive  times. 

The  first  comforter  of  the  sick  at  Fort  Orange  was 
Sebastian  Jansen  Crol.  His  earliest  appearance  in 
the  history  of  the  New  Netherlands,  in  which  he 
played  a  considerable  part,  was  in  this  capacity  at 
Fort  Amsterdam.  He  came  to  this  colony  in  1626, 
two  years  after  it  was  established,  having  been  ap- 
pointed Vice-Director  and  Company's  Commissary 
to  Fort  Orange.  It  is  a  matter  of  justifiable  infer- 
ence that  he  continued  his  medico-clerical  duties 
here,  in  addition  to  those  of  the  office  to  which  he 
was  appointed.  He  apjtears  to  have  been  a  judi- 
cious man,  and  served  the  colony  well  in  his  vari- 
ous capacities  for  twenty  years. 

He  was  succeeded  in  official  position,  in  ifufi, 
by  Harmanus  Myndertse  van  der  BogarL     It  is 


only  in  this  oflicial  capacity  that  Van  der  Bogart  is 
spoken  of,  but  there  appears  no  doubt  that  he  is 
j  identical  with  the  ship  surgeon  of  the  same  name 
j  who  came  to  New  Amsterdam  in  i^'jo  in  the  Ecu- 
I  dr Light,  His  term  of  service  here  was  short,  for  he 
j  is  said  to  have  been  burned  to  death  in  164S  in  an 
j  Indian  wigwam  on  the  ^lohawk  River. 

To  another  than  Surgeon  Van  der  Bogart,  how- 
ever, belongs  the  honor  of  having  been  the  first  reg- 
ular physician  who  came  to  this  locality.  In  1642 
the  number  of  the  colonists  had  become  sufficiently 
large  for  the  Patroon  to  comply  with  the  West  India 
Company's  requirements  to  provide  them  with  the 
services  of  a  clergyman.  He  accordingly  fitted  out 
a  ship,  which  arrived  here  in  August  of  that  year, 
bringing  Rev.  Dr.  Megapolensis,  and  in  liis  most 
worthy  company  Surgeon  Abraham  Staats.  Whether 
he  was  employed,  as  was  the  minister,  to  .serve  the 
colony  in  his  professional  capacity,  is  not  recorded. 
Nor  are  we  told  what  were  his  professional  attain- 
ments. His  clientele  at  first  was  not  large,  lor  Albany 
consisted  at  this  time  of  a  hamlet  of  twenty-five  or 
thirty  houses,  built  along  the  river  as  each  found  it 
convenient,  in  proximity  to  the  wretched  little  log 
fort,  the  population  being-  about  one  hundred.  A 
burial  ground  had  been  found  necessary,  however, 
and  was  laid  out  on  our  present  Church  street. 
Whatever  his  skill  may  have  been,  oversight  of  which 
by  the  diarist  of  the  day  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
Dr.  Staats  was  an  enterprising  citizen  and  filled  his 
abundant  professional  leisure  with  other  work.  He 
was  the  first  presiding  officer  of  the  village  council 
of  Rensselaerwyck,  and  once  assisted  in  making  an 
important  treaty  with  the  Indians.  On  week  days 
he  was  a  captain,  and  on  Sunday  an  elder.  We  are 
left  to  our  unassisted  inferences  as  to  the  perquisites 
of  our  primitive  doctor,  although  the  dominie's 
salary  is  matter  of  history.  In  1642  his  house,  at 
Clavarack,  was  burned  by  the  savages,  who  seem  to 
have  had  a  penchant  for  cremating  doctors,  and  his 
wife,  with  others  of  his  family,  perished.  He  became 
the  owner  of  Fort  Orange,  it  is  said,  and  the  ground 
on  which  it  stood  has  ever  since  remained  in  the 
possession  of  his  descendants.  A  son  studied  medi- 
cine in  Holland  and  rose  to  eminence  in  New 
York. 

Johannes  de  la  Montague,  a  Huguenot  gentle- 
man, played  a  political  part  only  in  the  history  of 
Fort  Orange.    He  came  to  New  York  in  1637,  and 
was  Vice-Director  of  Fort  Orange  from   1656  to 
I   1664  ;  he  also  held  various  other  offices  of  trust  in 
i  the  colony.   He  is  said  to  have  been  a  skillful  t)liy- 
I  sician,  but  was  not  expert  enough  to  distinguish  be- 
I   tween  gold  and  pyrites  in  some  war-paint  of  the 
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natives  tlut  was  submitted  to  him  for  asspy,  and  1 
which  excited  much  interest  for  a  time.  What  is 
supposed  to  be  the  first  enactment  to  rei^ulate  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  Xew  Amsterdam  was  the 
following:  "Ordered,  that  ship  Imrbers  shall  not 
be  allowed  to  dre^s  wounds,  nor  administer  any 
potion  on  shore,  without  the  consent  of  the  peti- 
tioners [the  local  chirurgeons],  or  at  least  of  Dr. 
La  Montagne." 

Surgeon  De  Hinse,  a  Frenchman,  was  resident 
physician  at  the  Fort  in  1666.  While  he  wis  here 
a  body  of  French  soldiers  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians 
from  Quebec  found  their  way  to  Fort  Albany,  as  it 
then  chanced  to  be  called,  having  been  surrendered 
to  the  English  two  years  before  by  La  Montagne, 
and  De  Hinse  is  on  record  as  having  received  ofK- 
cial  thanks  for  professional  services  to  them.  Sur- 
geons on  duty  at  the  Fort  served,  at  that  time,  at  the 
pay  of  2s.  6d.  per  diem. 

In  1689  a  Scotch  physician,  Lockhart  by  name, 
practiced  in  Albany,  and  was  surgeon  to  the  Fort. 
Albany  was  at  this  time  a  large  stockaded  village. 

At  a  later  date,  a  son  of  Dr.  Megapolensis  was  a 
chirurgeon  of  this  colony;  but  both  he  and  his 
brother  Samuel,  both  graduates  of  Leyden,  spent 
most  of  their  lives  in  Xew  York. 

It  is  probable  that  there  were  other  practitioners 
of  medicine  during  the  first  hundred  years  of  our 
history;  but  these  are  all  that  appear,  after  consider- 
able research,  until  we  pass  well  on  into  the 
eighteenth  century.  The  names  of  less  than  forty 
physicians  are  known  as  coming  to  the  entire  prov- 
ince of  New  York  in  the  course  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  and  of  most  of  these  but  little  more  is 
known  than  their  names.  Lhe  various  lineage  of 
these  here  mentioned,  coming  as  they  probably  did 
chiefly  from  Holland,  shows  how  that  country  was 
then  the  asylum  for  people  of  all  nationalities. 

The  prominent  events  of  the  eighteenth  century 
around  which  to  cluster  matters  of  medical  interest 
are  the  French  War  and  the  \\'ar  of  the  Revolution, 
in  both  of  which  Albany  was  at  times  an  important 
center.  The  medical  science  of  a  country  is  al- 
ways advanced  by  ^v•ars  ;  they  demand  skilled 
metlical  officers,  and  so  encourage  the  progress  of 
medicine.  Besides,  they  furnish  a  school  for  prac- 
tice and  observation.  The  P'rench  War  especially 
gave  an  impetus  to  the  profession,  then  entirely 
dependent  on  Europe  for  its  educadon.  The  na- 
tive had  no  means  of  acquiring  knowledge  at  home 
except  in  a  sort  of  apprenticeship  way.  The  Eng-  \ 
lish  army  was  accompanied  by  a  highly  respect- 
able medical  statT,  who  contributed  much  to  the 


education  of  manv  voung  Americans  through  the 
military  hospitals  which  were  established. 

Dr.  Samuel  Stringer,  a  native  of  .Maryland,  and 
educated  in  Virginia,  where  a  medical  school  had 
just  been  started,  was  the  most  prominent  physi- 
cian in  Albany  during  the  eighteenth  century,  and 
was  connected  with  both  of  the  wars.  In  1755  he 
was  appointed  by  Gov.  Shirley  an  officer  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  British  army  in  this 
country.  He  accompanied  Abercrombie,  in  1758, 
and  Mas  present  when  Lord  Howe  fell  in  advanc- 
ing to  the  siege  of  Ticonderoga.  Fie  served  until 
the  war  ended,  when  he  settled  in  Albany,  married 
here,  and  remained  here  in  practice  until  the  out- 
break of  the  Revolution,  when  he  was  appointed 
by  Congress  Director-General  of  Hospitals  in  the 
Northern  Department.  In  this  capacity  he  accom- 
panied the  troops  on  the  invasion  of  Canada.  He 
was  a  friend  and  probably  the  family  physician  of 
Gen.  Schuyler,-  the  ill-favor  whicii  befell  whom, 
there  seems  reason  to  believe,  he  participated  in. 
At  any  rate,  he  was  removed  from  his  position,  an 
act  which  called  forth  a  very  angry  remonstrance 
from  the  General  to  Congress.  This  was  in  1777, 
and  he  then  returned  to  Albany,  where  he  spent  the 
rest  of  a  long  life.  It  is  said  that  he  always  ad- 
hered to  the  style  of  dress  of  the  olden  time— the 
cocked  hat,  tight  breeches,  and  shoes  with  large 
buckles. 

Dr.  Nicholas  Schuyler  was  another  of  the  sur- 
geons of  this  locality  who  was  connected  with  the 
Federal  army  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  an  ardent 
patriot  and  an  intelligent  surgeon.  After  perform- 
ing valuable  service  durina:  the  war  he  returned  to 
.\lbany  ;  he  died  in  Troy  in  1S24. 

Dr.  J.  Cochoran,  of  Pennsy  lvania,  served  as  sur- 
geon in  the  Revolutionary  army  and  was  high  in 
position.  He  became  Surgeon-General  of  the 
jNIiddle  Department,  and  in  1781  was  made  Direc- 
tor-General of  the  Hospitals  of  the  United  States. 
Alter  the  war  was  over  he  settled  in  Albany. 

At  one  time  the  brothers  Moses  and  Elias  Wil- 
lard  were  physicians  of  Albany.  They  were  na- 
tives of  New  England,  and,  with  their  father,  had  a 
hand  in  the  bloody  struggle  at  Lexington.  Elias, 
before  the  war,  had  begun  to  study  medicine,  and 
after  a  brief  service  as  a  common  soldier  he  entered 
a  military  hospital  in  Boston,  which,  under  Dr. 
John  Warren,  brother  of  the  hero  of  Bunker  Hill, 
was  made  a  training  school  for  the  much-needed 
medical  men.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
\  surgeon  of  a  Maine  regiment,  and  served  till  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  came  to  Albany  in  iSoi  ami 
practiced  here  for  twenty-five  jears.    His  brother 
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was  younL!^er  and  entered  the  service  later ;  he  re- 
sided here  for  several  years. 

Every  one  at  all  familiar  with  the  medical  men  of 
Albany  a  hundred  years  ago  knows  the  name  of 
Ilunloke  Woodrutf.  Me  was  a  graduate  of  Prince- 
ton, and  shortly  before  the  commencement  of  hos- 
tilities between  the  colonies  and  the  mother  coun- 
try had  begun  the  study  of  medicine,  had  taken 
up  his  residence  in  Albany,  but  soon  was  ap- 
pointed surgeon  of  one  of  the  New  York  regi- 
ments, and  served  until  peace  was  declared.  He 
accompanied  die  norihern  army  to  Canada,  and 
was  with  Col.  Gansevoort  during  the  siege  of 
Fort  Stanwix,  and  attended  Gen.  .Sullivan  in 
his  expedition  against  the  hostile  Indians  of  West- 
ern New  York.  Pie  settled  here  to  practice  after 
the  war  and  spent  the  best  of  his  life  here,  highly 
esteemed  as  a  learned  physician. 

Several  of  these  men,  it  is  observed,  were  con- 
tributions of  the  army  to  Albany. 

As  an  incident  of  the  French  War  it  is  said,  in 
the  "]Memoirs  of  an  American  Lady,*'  that  when 
the  wounded  troops  puured  into  Albany  from  the 
Ticonderoga  battle-field  a  hospital  was  established 
in  a  large  barn  belonging  to  Madame  Schuyler,  and 
was  attended  there  by  a  band  of  ladies.  Thacher, 
a  considerable  historian  of  medical  events  of  that 
time  and  a  surgeon  of  the  Revolution  attached  to 
this  northern  division  of  the  army,  says  that  a  hos- 
pital was  erected  here  dunng  the  French  War.  Pie 
says  of  it,  as  he  saw  it  in  17S8  :  '■  It  is  situated  on 
an  eminence  overlooking  the  citv.  It  is  two  stories 
high,  having  a  wing  at  each  end  and  a  piazza  in 
front,  above  and  below.  It  contains  forty  wards, 
capable  of  accommodating  500  patients,  besides 
the  rooms  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  surgeons 
and  other  ollicers.''  After  Burgoyne's  defeat  at 
Saratoga,  Albany  was  for  several  months  filled 
with  sick  and  wounded  from  the  battle-field. 
There  were  not  less  than  one  thousand  of  these 
victims  of  war  thrown  into  the  city,  filHng  the  hos- 
pital, the  Dutch  Church  and  some  private  houses. 
Most  of  them  remained  till  the  following  June, 
when  the  military  hospital  was  removed  to  the 
Highlands  of  the  Hudson.  Dr.  Thacher  says : 
"W^e  have  thirty  surgeons  and  mates,  and  all 
are  constantly  employed.  The  wounded  of  the 
British  and  Plessian  troops  are  accommodated  in 
the  same  hospital  with  our  own  and  receive  equal 
attention.  The  foreigners  are  under  the  care  of 
their  own  surgeons.  I  have  been  present  at  sev- 
eral of  their  capital  operations  and  rcmeml)er  that 
the  English  surgeons  perform  with  skill  and  dex- 
terity, but  the  Germans,  with  few  exceptions,  do  no 


credit  to  their  profession."  He  did  not  find  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  a  social  disposition. 
They  are  chietly  Low  Dutch,  he  sa}s,  and  not  in- 
clined to  associate  with  strangers.  Nevertheless, 
]\Iars  and  Venus  have  in  all  ages  been  mutually 
attractive,  and  "  a  charming  Miss  ]\L  H."  was  cap- 
tivated by  one  of  the  surgeons.  A  surgeon's  pay 
in  our  army  was  $33.33  a  month,  and  of  a  mate 
or  assistant  surgeon  Si 8,  that  of  a  colonel  being 
$75.  At  a  later  date  there  was  a  military  canton- 
ment and  hospital  in  Greenbush,  which  was  main- 
tained until  1822, 

IMedical  history  is  not  altogether  biographical, 
and  some  notes  may  be  made  of  other  events  of 
the  earlier  time  before  the  present  century  began. 
Henry  Hudson  said,  when  he  returned  with 
the  report  of  his  discoveries  :  "It  is  as  fair  a  land 
as  can  be  trodden  by  the  foot  of  man,"  and  the 
graphic  pen  of  Irving  has  been  taxed  to  all  its  re- 
sources in  delineating  this  lovely  valley  before  it  had 
been  marred  by  the  hand  of  civilization.  It  was 
not  only  fair,  but  by  all  testimony  it  was  salubrious. 
As  early  as  1628  one  writes  in  a  letter  home  :  ' '  The 
climate  is  healthful,  notwithstanding  the  sudden 
changes  from  heat  to  cold.  Roots  and  herbs  are 
found,  good  for  eating  and  for  medicina"  „se5, 
working  wonderful  cures  too  long  to  relate.''  The 
sudden  and  extreme  variations  in  temperature  ap- 
pear to  have  been  the  principal  complaint,  and 
were  certainly  very  marked  to  those  who  had  been 
accustomed  to  the  ecpiable  climate  of  PloUand  and 
England.  Gov.  Plunter  wrote  in  1710:  "  PI  ere 
is  the  finest  air  to  live  upon  in  the  universe." 
iMany  instances  are  related  of  cures  of  consump- 
tion among  those  coming  to  the  new  country. 
They  were  mainly  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  less 
sedentary  life  of  necessity  led  here,  and  absence  of 
the  insanitary  influences  that  accumulate  with  the 
passage  of  years  of  habitation. 

In  this  province  there  were  fewer  serious 
epidemics  than  in  the  New  P^ngland  and  Virginia 
Colonies,  where  they  early  prevailed  extensively. 
Fevers  of  acclimation  or  of  an  indigenous  source 
were  rare.  The  colonists  did  not,  however, 
escape  some  most  severe  and  fatal  epidemics 
of  imported  disease.  Of  these,  small-pox  made 
the  most  grievous  ravages.  In  16 13  it  broke 
out  and  spread  with  fearful  rapidity,  among 
luiropeans  and  savages.  Twelve  of  the  slender 
population  uf  Beverwyck  died  in  one  week  and  a 
thousand  perished  among  the  Iroquois  tribes. 
For  two  months  Connecticut  maintained  a  quaran- 
tine  against    the    New    Netherlands.  Another 
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equally  severe  epidemic  broke  out  some  years  later. 
Prior  to  1730  this  outdid  all  other  pestilences  w  ith 
its  ravages,  ceasing  at  one  time,  it  is  said,  only  for 
lack  of  material  to  work  uptin,  every  susceptible 
person  having  had  it.  Inoculation  began  to  be 
practical  about  1730,  and  became  quite  general, 
the  mortality  from  it  being  reported  as  compara- 
tively small.  "In  1799,"  writes  Dr.  Thacher, 
"the  glorious  discovery  of  the  vaccine  disease, 
which  renders  the  human  system  insusceptible  to 
small-pox,  was  announced  in  our  news[iapers  and 
in  the  Medical  Repository,  of  New  York,"  and  the 
reign  of  what  might  well  have  been  called  the  king 
of  terrors  came  to  an  end. 

In  1746  a  malignant  epidemic  of  what  was 
called  the  Barbadoes  distemper,  and  also  various 
other  names,  reached  Albany.  It  was  imported 
from  foreign  ships,  and,  beginning  in  August,  ended 
with  frost.  From  the  description  it  was  clearly  yellow 
fever.  Itcarried  off  45  victims,  mostly  robust  men. 
Spotted  fever  is  mentioned  as  occurring  in  1752. 

An  interesting  episode  in  connection  with  yellow 
fever,  and  a  glimpse  of  affairs  as  they  existed  a 
century  ago,  is  obtained  from  the  following  "Notes 
from  the  Newspapers,"  in  IMunsell's  Annals  of 
Albany  : 

"September  21,  1793.— The  citizens  were 
alarmed  by  a  letter  from  Judge  Lansing,  informing 
them  that  a  vessel  had  passed  New  York  having 
two  persons  on  board  infected  with  yellow  fever, 
which  was  then  raging  at  Philadelphia.  ^Meetings 
of  the  citizens  and  of  the  Common  Council  were 
held,  and  measures  adopted  to  prevent  the  passmg 
of  any  vessel  above  the  Overslaugh  without  an  ex- 
amination, and  the  ferry-men  were  directed  how  to 
proceed  on  occasions  when  any  suspicion  attached 
to  travelers  presenting  themselves  to  be  ferried  over. 
The  Common  Council  recommended  the  observ- 
ance of  the  first  day  of  October  as  a  day  of  fasting 
and  prayer  for  the  aversion  of  the  dreaded  con- 
tagion. 

"September  23. — On  ^Monday  evening  last  ar- 
rived at  Greenbush,  opjjosite  the  city,  from  the 
seat  of  Government,  Hon.  Alexander  Hamilton, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and 
his  iady.  As  Col.  Hamilton  and  lady  were  sup- 
posed to  have  been  afflicted  with  the  yellow  fever, 
then  prevalent  at  Philadelphia,  the  physicians  of  the 
city,  by  re(iuc>t,  immediately  visited  them,  and  on 
their  return  published  the  following  certificate  : 
'  This  is  to  certify  that  we  have  visited  Col.  Hamil- 
ton and  his  lady  at  Greenbush  this  evening  and 
that  they  are  apparently  in  perfect  health,  and  from 
every  circumstance  we  do  not  conceive  there  can 


be  the  least  danger  of  their  conveying  the  infection 
of  the  pestilential  fever,  at  present  prevalent  in 
Philadelphia,  to  any  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

"  '(Signed)       Samvf.l Stringer, 
"  '  \V.  :\Iancil's, 

"  '  H.  WoODKUFF, 

"  'W.  McCleli  a.v, 

"  '  CORXELILS  ROOSA.' 

"  In  consequence  of  which  on  Tuesday  morning 
an  order  was  granted  by  the  Mayor  that  Col. 
Hamilton  and  lady  be  allowed  to  cross  the  ferry, 
but  only  after  quite  a  spicy  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Mayor,  physicians  and  Gen.  Schuyler, 
whose  daughter  was  Mrs.  Hamilton.'' 

Aside  from  these  outbreaks,  Albany  maintained 
its  repute  for  healthfulnessthnuighout  the  eighteenth 
century.  During  the  winter  of  1785,  it  is  said 
that  but  one  burial  took  place  for  the  space  of 
three  months,  in  the  Dutch  church-yard,  and  that 
was  of  a  small  child  accidentally  run  over  by  a 
sleigh.  This  burial  place  has  been  recently  brought 
to  light  again  by  excavations  in  State  street,  at  the 
corner  of  Broadway,  human  bones  being  found, 
and  bricks  from  the  old  church  edifice.  One  writes 
of  Albany  in  1796  :  "It  enjoys  a  salubrious  air,  as 
is  evidenced  by  the  longevity  of  its  inhabitants. 

Concerning  the  now  very  fertile  theme  of  the 
water  supply  the  city,  a  visitor  to  Albany,  in 
1785,  wrote  that  "the  well  water  in  the  city  is 
very  bad,  being  scarcely  drinkable  by  those  not 
accustomed  to  it,  imbibing  particles  from  the  stiff 
clay  through  which  it  oozes  ;  indeed,  all  use  the 
river  water  for  cooking,  and  many  families  drink  it. 
But  water  works  are  about  to  be  constructed  to 
bring  good  water  to  the  city." 

In  the  year  1800  Albany  was  already  an  old 
city.     In  some  respects  this  was  a  turning  ]ioint 
in  its  hi'itory.    About  this  time  it  began  to  ha\  e 
additions  to  its  population  from  New  England 
and  to  become  impressed  with  New  England  ideas. 
Previously  it  had  been  entirely  Dutch  ;  its  people, 
its  habits,  its  physiognomy,   its  architecture  were 
all  Dutch  ;    it  is  said  that  e\en  its  horses  and  dogs 
were  Dutch.     It  had  many  usages  bruu^rht  from 
the  provincial  tijwns  of  Holland.    A  graphic  pic- 
I   ture  of  it  at  that  time  may  be  found  in  Randtmi  Rec- 
■   ollec/ions  0/  Albany  from  iSoo  lo  1S08,  by  Gor- 
ham  k.  Worth.    The  placid  Dutchman  smoked 
his  evening  pipe  on  the  settee  of  the  stoop  in  front 
of  his  gable-ended  house,   undisturbeil  by  a  care 
for  the  outside  world,  pierfectly  content  with  him- 
!  self  and  his  surroundings,   w  ith  no  welcome  for 
I  strangers  and  their  innovations.     lu  a  population 
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of  5,000  there  were  not  more  than  five  New  Eng- 
land flimilies.  The  cit}'  h;ul  no  pavements  and  no 
street  Lamps.  It  hail  little  or  no  foreign  commerce. 
It  needed  a  new  element  to  give  it  an  im[)u!se, 
without  which  the  nineteenth  century  gave  promise 
of  leaving  it  in  a  Rip  Van  Winkle  dream,  or  stranded 
where  the  eighteenth  was  hardly  holding  it 
afloat.  A.  change,  restless  and  iconoclastic,  began 
to  come  over  it  about  this  time  ;  the  progressive 
spirit  of  this  century  began  to  tlisturb  its  quietude, 
and  new  blood  was  transfused  into  it.  The  Krie 
Canal  began  lu  be  talked  about  ;  it  became  tiie 
capital  city,  and  very  soon  after  Fulton  ran  the 
Clermont  up  the  ri\  er. 

The  general  character  of  the  medical  profession 
began  to  improve.  The  means  of  education  here- 
tofore had  been  vcr}'  limited,  and  the  mass  of  prac- 
titioners throughout  the  country  had  been  deplor- 
ably ignorant.  In  an  adtlress  before  the  Regents, 
Dr.  T.  Romcyn  Beck  stated  that,  of  the  700 
physicians  in  the  State  at  this  time,  not  more  than 
twenty  held  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  ^Medicine. 
Indeed  it  was  not  sought  for,  save  in  the  large 
cities.  The  education  of  physicians  prior  to  1750, 
unless  obtained  in  Europe,  was  restricted  to  a  sort  of 
apprenticeship  and  personal  instruction.  In  1750 
the  first  regular  medical  instruction  was  attempted, 
a  course  of  lectures  on  anatomy  being  given  in 
New  York  by  a  Dublin  graduate,  Samuel  Clossy. 
During  the  remainder  of  the  centur}-  four  medical 
schools  were  established  ;  m  Philadelphia,  New 
York,  and  at  Harvard  and  Dartmouth  Colleges. 
The  diflJiculty  of  reaching  these  precluded  most 
from  attending  them.  Their  influence  was,  how- 
ever, being  felt  toward  the  close  of  the  century. 

Just  what  might  have  been  considered  a  medical 
education  at  this  time,  even  at  its  best,  it  wcmld  be 
hard  to  define.  There  was  hardly  any  facility  for 
acquiring  a  practical  knowledge  of  anatomy  by 
dissection,  so  that  a  student  could  have  no  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  vital  organs  in  health  r)r  as 
changed  by  the  [ircicesses  of  ilisease.  When  Dr. 
March,  twenty  years  latter,  began  to  give  instruction 
here  in  anatomy,  by  lectures  and  dissections,  he 
for  a  long  time  encountered  much  opposition  in 
his  good  work.  Surgery  was  rude  and  simj)le, 
as  viewed  from  the  light  of  to-day.  Diseases  could 
not  be  distinguished  by  our  present  knowledge, 
a.s,  R)r  instance,  that  of  ausculiaticn  and  f)crcus- 
sion  of  the  chest,  and  all  our  instruments  <  )f  re- 
search were  unknown.  Pharmacy  was  r-s  rude  as 
tlie  means  of  diaLrnusi?!,  l)ut  laiili  in  it  \\a>  va--tl\- 
more  profound  than  now.  The  i>liy>ician  became 
skillful  and  renowned,  as  many  of  them  did,  only 


as  he  became  shrewd  in  observation  and  e.Kpe- 
rienceil  by  years  ;  gray  hairs  were  the  only  passport 
to  popular  confidence.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 
pictures  him,  from  vivid  recollections  of  his  early 
life,  as  "he  would  look  at  the  tongue,  feel  of  the 
pulse,  and  shake  from  his  vials  a  horrible  mound 
of  ipecac,  or  a  revolting  heap  of  rhubarb— good, 
stirring  remedies  that  meant  business,  but  left  a 
flavor  behind  them  that  embitters  the  recollections 
of  childhood.  "  Little  of  our  present  knowlege  of 
the  control  of  epidemics  was  possessed  ;  small-po.x, 
often  devastating  as  a  tornado,  was  just  then  about  to 
be  robbed  of  its  terrors,  and  the  preventable  diseases 
generally,  to  which  so  much  attention  is  now  given, 
and  which  if  completely  held  in  check  wtjuld  in- 
finitely lessen  the  rate  of  mortality,  were  neither 
studied  as  a  class  nor  controlled  by  organized 
boards  of  health.  No  better  contrast  can  be  shown 
between  then  and  now  than  is  seen  in  the  state- 
ment that  by  data,  gathered  from  all  sources,  it  is 
found  that  the  sum  total  of  human  life  has  been 
lengthened  in  civilized  countries  25  j)er  cent, 
since  the  beginning  of  the  century.  Dr.  Holmes 
says  :  "  It  is  but  a  fractional  power  that  the  physi- 
cian has  over  disease,  and  a  comparatively  small 
fraction  over  the  issues  of  life  and  death."  But 
what  he  lacks  in  his  control  of  the  individual  is 
well  complemented  by  the  general  work,  as  is 
proven  by  this  general  result. 

Besides  the  men  already  mentioned,  thei.  "''e  a 
few  others  then  practicing  here  who  should  be  spo- 
ken of.  The  oldest  physician  in  Albany  was  Dr. 
Wilhelmus  ^Nlancius,  the  son  of  the  Dutch  dominie, 
who  practiced  medicine  as  well  as  theology  in  the 
early  history  of  the  colony.  He  was  now  past 
sixty  years  of  age,  over  six  feet  in  height,  and  a 
man  of  great  popularity.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion from  his  father,  and  probably  had  more  skill 
than  learning.  In  his  arguments  with  his  younger 
and  mo.re  liberally  educated  partner.  Dr.  Wood- 
ruff, he  saved  himself  from  being  worsted  by  ■■.\h, 
de  cure,  Hunloke:  de  cure  is  de  great  ting.  I 
cure."  Dr.  William  McClelland  was  a  Scotchman, 
an  Etlinburgh  graduate,  and  for  the  times  an  edu- 
cated man.  He  was  the  first  president  both  of  the 
County  and  the  State  Medical  Societies.  His  part- 
ner for  a  time  was  Dr.  Wm.  Bay,  whose  long  life 
extended  to  the  easy  recollection  of  many  of  the 
present  citizens  of  thi.->  vicinity.  Dr.  KnaulT,  then 
advanced  in  years,  was  more  an  apothecary  than 
physician.  Dr.  Gauff,  also  an  old  man.  had  been 
|i>r  niany  years  a  practitioner  of  Bethlehem, and  Dr. 
Oliver  Laihrop  was  a  physician  of  Watervliet,  then 
in  middle  life.    Younger  than  any  of  these  was 
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Dr.  Jonathan  Eights,  a  most  exact  and  methodical 
man,  who  tlirough  the  first  half  of  this  century  was 
held  in  high  esteem  as  a  family  physician,  and 
made  many  contributions  to  medical  literature. 
Dr.  John  Stearns,  a  Massachusetis  man  ami  a  Yale 
graduate,  then  thirty  years  old,  was  for  a  number 
of  years  a  practitioner  here,  and  ileserves  especial 
honor  from  the  profession,  as  to  his  efforts  were 
due  the  existing  law,  enacted  in  1806,  under  which 
our  State  and  County  medical  societies  have  been 
incorporated. 

The  notable  event  in  medicine  at  the  beginning 
of  this  century  was  the  establishment  of  the  County 
Medical  Society.  This  is  undoubtedly  the  oldest 
medical  society  in  the  State,  having  been  estab- 
lished in  July,  1S06,  immediately  after  the  passage 
of  the  incorporating  law.  The  reason  urged  for 
the  passage  of  this  act  was  the  abundance  of  char- 
latanry and  the  necessity  for  combining  the  legiti- 
mate members  of  the  profession  to  control  it.  The 
universal  testimony  is  that  at  this  time  the  country 
was  overrun  with  empyrics.  Dr.  R.  M.  Wyckoff, 
to  whose  paper  on  Early  JfeJichie  in  Nciv  York  I 
am  indebted  for  much  information,  says  that 
medical  practice  in  early  tinicb  was  pure,  but 
that  about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
j  tury  the  charlatanry  of  the  Old  World,  which  was 
quackish  to  the  core,  began  to  find  a  field  in  the 
New.  For  its  own  respectability  and  the  people's 
good  the  time  had  come  for  the  pi  "sion  to  assert 
itself;  it  did  so  by  bringing  the  reputable  physicians 
together  and  separating  them  fnjm  the  disreputable. 
In  this  way  the  society  has  done  more  to  suppress 
quackery  (which  the  people  should  know  is  vastlv 
more  an  evil  to  them  than  to  the  profession) 
than  all  the  restrictive  legislation  that  was  en- 
acted year  after  year  for  the  next  forty  years. 
Dr.  Thomas  Hun  wrote  in  1844,  what  is  always  per- 
tinent and  true;  "Quackery  must  be  suppressed, 
not  by  legislation,  but  by  enlightened  public  opin- 
ion of  its  dangers.  The  respectability  uf  our  pro- 
fession is  to  be  promoted,  not  by  asking  for  legal 
privileges,  but  by  an  increase  of  individual  zeal  and 
co-operation."  In  this  State  no  one  is  entitled  to 
professional  consideration  unless  he  is  a  member  of 
his  County  [Medical  Society. 

From  the  beginning  the  society  has  maintained 
regular  meetings  for  mutual  improvement.  It  has 
always  been  a  means  of  co-operating  against  local 
epidemics  and  bad  sanitary  conditirjns.  Its  opin- 
ion and  advice  has  often  been  asked  by  the  Mavor 
and  Common  Council.  It  has  kept  up  the  social 
relations  of  its  members,  and  perpetuated  their 


memory  by  printed  biographies  and  portraits,  of 
I  which  it  has  a  considerable  collection.  It  has  ex- 
I  plicit  laws  for  disciplining  unprofessional  members, 

but  has  very  seldom  made  u?>e  of  tlieni.     It  has 

been  of  a  liberal  spirit,  and  was  one  of  the  first  so- 
I  cicties  to  admit  women  to  membership.  The  entire 
I  number  of  its  members  from  first  to  last  has  been 
j  about  425.  The  following  li.st  includes  all  of  the 
!  members  of  the  Society  since  the  organization,  and 

nearly  all  the  physicians  of  this  county  during  the 

present  century. 

CHRONOLOGICAL  LIST 

OF  THE 

j  ]\rF.DiCAL  Society  of  the  County  of  Albany  from 
ITS  Org.aniz.vtion,  with  Year  of  Admission  and 
Place  of  Graduation.    The  Living  Resident 
I      Members  are  indicated  by  a 
^      1S06,  HuNLOKE  Woodruff,  New  York  City ;  died  i8ii. 
i   aged  56.    William  McClelland,  Edinburgh:  died  1S12, 
i   aged  43.    Charles  D.  Townsend,   Columbia  College, 
j    ^iedical  Department,  1802;  died  1847,  aged  70.    John  G. 
I    Knaufk,  probably  in  Germany;  died  iSlo.    Ellvs  Wil- 
j   lard,  Boston;  died  1827,  aged  71.    Wilhemus  M.A.NCIU5, 
j    studied  medicine  with  hi>  father,  Rev.  G.  NV.  Mancius,  1758; 
I   died  iSoS.  aged  70.    William  Anderson.  University  of 
I    Pennsylvania:  died  iSll,  aged  40.    JosETH  W.  Hegenl-vn, 
i    Princeton:  died  1S37,  aged  65.    Cornelius  Vroonlan,  Jr., 
Liniversity  of  Pennsylvania;  died  iSll,  aged  30.  Ale.xan- 
dek  G.  Fonda,  licensed  1S06:  died  1869,  aged  84.  Caleb 
Gaufk:  Bethlehem.    Augustus  Harris.  licensed  by  Su- 
preme Court,  iSoo:  died  1857,  aged  81.    Augustus  F.  R. 
Taylor,    University  of  Peimsylvania,   1804;   died  1841, 
aged  58. 

;       1S07.  Peter  Wendell,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1807; 

died  1849.  aged  64.  Jacob  L.  Van  Deusen,  Regent's  de- 
I   gree,  1S06:  resigned  1825. 

j       1808,  Archikald  pi.  Adams,  University  of  Edinburgh; 

died  iSii,  aged  42.  Charles  1).  Cooper,  New  York: 
j  died  1831,  aged  63.  Isaac  Hyde,  probably  licensed:  died 
'  '833,  aged  61.  James  Low,  University  of  Edinburgh, 
!    1S07:  died  1822,  aged  40. 

I  1809,  Simon  \"eeder,  licentiate  of  this  society,  1807; 
I   died  1S60,  aged  72. 

I  1810,  William  Bay,  Columbia  College,  Medical  De- 
j  partmeiit,  1797;  died  1S65,  aged  93.  JONATHAN  Eights, 
j  certificate  of  two  physicians:  died  1848,  aged  75.  John 
I  Sterns.  University  of  Pennsylvania:  died  184S,  aged  65, 
i8u,  T.  RoMEVN  Beck,  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons. 181 1:  died  1855,  aged  64. 
{      1812,  J(.  .sathan  Johnson,  licentiate  of  this  society,  1S12; 

died  1860,  aged  75.    Erasfus  Williams,  licentiate  Ver- 
I   mont  State  Society,  iSoo:  died  1842,  aged  60.    Peter  De 
!    Lamater,  studied  medicine  1794;  died  1849,  aged  77. 
j      1813,  Enoch  Cheney.    r)Li\  ER  Lathrop,  studied  with 
I    Dr.  White,  of  Cherry  N'alley;  died  1S24,  aged  57. 

1816,  Moses  Bronvnell:  died  March  12,  1S79,  aged  90. 
Richmond  Brownell,  filed  diploma  with  County' Clerk, 
1816;  removed  to  Rhode  Island.    Samuel  Freeman,  Dart- 
mouth; removed  to  Saratoga:  died  1S62.  George  Uffold. 
Jr..  ('ollcge  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  1816:  died  1872, 
(   a'^'ed  76     Platt  Williams,  Columbia  College.  Medical 
i    Department,   1810:   died  1870,  aged  86.    IriEi.  A.  Wing, 
j    licentiate  .Montgomery  County  Society,  iSll;  died  1852, 
I   aged  65. 

I       1S17,  Thomas  J.  Gibbons,  College  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, 1817;  died  1S19,  aged  22. 

1819,  William  HrMi-bREVs,  College  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, 1S19;  died  1S26,  aged  31.  CiiarlKi  Martin,  licen- 
tiate of  this  society,  iSiS.     Asheel  S.  Webster,  College 

j    Physicians  and  Surgeons,  1819;  died  1S40,  aged  44.  Caleb 
Woodward:  soon  left  the  city. 

I       1S20,  John  James,  Coile^ie  Phvsicians  and  Surtjeons, 

!    1819;  died  1S59,  aged  70.    Roger  Vu  ts,  died  1S53. 
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1821,  Moses  Clement,  licentiate  of  New  IlanipMiire 
State  Society,  1S07;  ilied  1S31,  aged  51.  He.nrv  I).  Hal-  I 
LENi;eck,  licentiatcuf  this  society;  died  1825,  a^'ed  29.  I.V-  | 
MAN  Si'Ai.DiNi;,  died  1841,  a'^'ed  46.  IJarent  P.  Si  aats,  i 
licentiate  New  York  State  Medical  Society,  1S17;  died  1871,  j 
aged  74.  Samtkl  S.  Trfa  r,  College  Physicians  and  Snr-  \ 
geons,  1S21;  died  iS;2,  aged  33.  Peter  Van  O'Linka,  j 
licentiate  New  York  Suite  Medical  Society,  1820;  died  1S72,  j 
aged  75.  CiiKisTOi'KF.R  C.  Yates,  licensed  by  Supreme 
Court,  1S02;  died  184S,  aged  70. 

1822,  X'alfntine  Dennick,  licentiate  ot"  this  si>cicty, 
1822;  date  of  birth  and  death  not  known. 

1823,  John  \V.  BAV,Collcge  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  1823; 
died  1877,  aged  76.    Lewis  C.  Peck,  licentiate  of  this  so- 
ciety, 181S;  died  1S53,  aged  55.    Alden  .March,  Brown  I 
University,  1S20;  dietl  1869,  aged  73. 

1824,  Michael  FuKLi'Tf!.  !ic>'n^ed  by  civil  process;  died 

1853,  aged  83. 

1825,  Rensjelaer  Ganse\'Oi)RT,  College  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  1S24;  died  1S3S,  aged  35.  John  \V.  Hinckley, 
licentiate  of  this  society,  1S25;  died  iSoo,  aged  57. 

1826,  Charles  E.   Ulrrows.    Da\td  W.  Houi;htal- 
ING,  licensed  1822;  died  1829,  aged  33. 

1827,  Hazael  Kane,  licentiate  of  this  society,  1822; 
died  at  Nassau.  Henry  \'an  O'Linda,  licentiate  of  Mont- 
gomery County  Society,  1826;  died  iSj.6,  aged  41. 

1828,  James  P.  Buyd,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1S25;  ! 
died  ^Iay  10,  18S1,  aged  77.  Ja.mes  M.  Brow  n,  licentiate  ! 
of  this  society,  1S25;  died  1854,  aged  50.  Ei.ish.a.  S.  Bur- 
ton. Berkshire  Medical  College,  1827;  died  1873.  *Ben7. 
B.  Fredeneurg,  licentiate  Columbia  County  Society,  1819. 
Samuel  Humpfreys,  licentiate  State  Society,  1S21:  died  in 
Liberia,  1832,  aged  30.  Edward  A.  Leonard.  Yale  Col- 
lege, Medical  Department,  1S27;  died  1S37,  aged  31. 
Michael  Malone,  licentiate  State  Society^  1826;  died 
1844,  aged  46.  James  McNau';hton,  University  of  Edin- 
burgh, 1S16;  died  1S74,  aged  78.  Peier  McNaughton, 
University  of  Edinburgh,  1825:  died  1875,  aged  75.  WlL- 
LIA.M  Nor.l.F;  removed  to  Albion.  (  »rleins  Cotintv.  Pftfr  B. 
NoxoN,  licentiate  of  this  socii.-ty,  1824;  died  April,  1882,  | 
aged  86.  Peter  P.  Staats,  licentiate  St,ite  Society,  1S25:  | 
died  1874,  agcfl  71.  Willia.m  Tulley,  licentiate  Connec- 
ticut State  Society,  1810;  died  1859,  aged  74.  Henry  V.-vn 
Antwerp,  licentiate  State  Society,  1S25;  died  1859,  aged 
57.  Luke  Wellington,  Berkshire  Medical  College,  1825; 
removed.  Asa  Burbank,  Berkshire  Medical  College,  1823 
died  1832. 

1829,  Ebram  T.  Bigelow.  Fairfield  Medical  College; 
died  about  1868.    Henry  Green.  Fairfield  Medical  College,  | 
1814;  died  1844.  aged  54.    Isaac  Hemi'STEAD,  licentiate  ot  1 
this  society,  1827:  died  1852,  aged  48.    Auc;usTis  F.  Law-  \ 
YER,  Fairfield  NIedical  CollegeT  died  March  27,  18S3,  aged  j 
75.     Solomon  Lincoln,  licentiate  State  Society,   1829;  | 
removed.    Nich(jlas  Markav;  died.    Francis  N.  Sel- 
kirk, licentiate  of  this  society,  1829;    died  1840,  aged  1 
40.    John  Styles;  remc.ed  to  New  "S'ork  City.  Ben- 
jamin   V.\N   Zandt;    died.     James    Wade,    licentiate  | 
Schenectady  County  Society,   1S12;  died  1867,  aged  78.  I 
Nanning  V.  Win.ne,  \'ale'  Medical  School,   1828:   died  j 
1858,  aged  51. 

1830,  Henry  Bronson:  removed  to  New  Haven,  Conn.  | 
Jonathan  H.  Case,  Fairfield  Medical  College.  1828;  died  | 
1865,  aged  58.  Okadiah  Crosby,  in  New  \'ork,  1828;  i 
died  1838,  aged  38.  Vernor  Cuyler,  licentiate  State  Soci-  i 

ety,  1822 :  removed.   Davidson.  "Thomas  Hun,  Uni-  i 

versityof  Pennsylvania,  1830:  .\lliany.  James  S.  Low;  died. 
David  McLachlan,  University  of  Glasgow.  1S29;  died 
1858,  aged  53.  Richard  Murmiy,  licentiate  State  Society, 
1830.  .  William  O'Donnell;  removed  to  New  \'ork  City. 
William  Pearce.'  Al\  aW.  Rockwell,  Berkshire  Medical  j 
College,  1S20;  died  1837,  aged  41.  Nelson  Rusk,  licentiate  i 
Chautauqua  County  Society ;  at  Stay  vesant,  N  Y.    Sa.muel  ' 
Shaw,  removed  to  Massachusetts.     fiUY  Si'alding,  died  | 

1854,  aged  75.  John  F.  Townsknd,  University  of  Penn-  I 
sylvania,  1830;  died  1874,  aged  6;.  | 

1831,  David  R.  Bi  rri  s,  \  ermont  Academy  of  Medi-  ! 
cine,  1833;  removed  to  Saratoga  County,  1S59.  Hira.M  ' 
Chrisite.  I.ANbiNG  Cory.  1).\rius  Coy;  removed  to  I 
CobleNkill.  Palmer  C.  Dorr,  licentiate  of  this  society,  I 
1824;  died  1840,  aged  43.  Richard  J.  Dusfnbury;  re-  ' 
moved  to  Chicago.    Edward  W.  Ford,  University  of  Penn-  | 


sylvania,  1831;  died  1855,  aged  45.  Ten  Eyck  G.vnse- 
VOORT,  University  of  Peniisyl\ani.i,  1825;  died  1843,  aged 
40.  Lewis  B.  Gregory,  Fairfield  Medical  College,  1830; 
died  1S38,  aged  30.  .Ar.itAlIAM  Groesreck;  removed  to 
Chicago,  Illinois.  Am.mond  Hammond,  N  ermont .Academy 
of  Medicine:  died  1849,  aged  46.  Alson  J.  IL\lleni!AKE, 
licentiate  State  Society,  1831:  died  1846,  aged  38.  Car- 
roll HuMHHREY,  University  of  Pennsylvania;  died  at  Cal- 
cutta, 1834,  aged  29.  E.  \.  LaCEY.  liwin  .-^FRINii^TEED, 
licentiate  of  this  Society,  1830.  Ei  ther  M.  Tra(  FY.  JijiiN 
T.  \'an  Ai  stvne,  I'.iirlield  Medical  College,  1823:  died 

1876,  aged  76.  LE(jN.\ri)G.  W.\rren,  X'erinoiit  Acailemy 
ot  Medicine,  1S26.  died  1806,  aged  63. 

1832,  Jar\ts  Barney,  died  1838,  aged  33.  Si  fphen  D. 
Hand,  Berkshire  .Medical  College.  1831.  Josiaii  W.  Lay, 
licentiate  ( ireen  County  Medical  Society,  1S16;  died  1862, 
aged  71.    Plai  t  Wn  kes,  removed. 

1833,  Levarette  Moork,  Berkshire  Medical  College, 
1820;  removed  to  Ballston.    \'an  Denmark. 

1834,  James  FI.  Arm->i;y,  \  ermont  Academy  of  Medicine, 
1833;  died  1875,  aged  66.  Fkederu  k  Crounse,  Albany 
County.  Samu'fi.  Dickson,  licentiate  State  Society,  1820; 
died  1858,  aged  51.  N.  L.  Hi  ncerford,  licensed  1830;  died 
1830,  aged  34.  Westley  Newcomh,  Vermont  Academy 
of  .Medicine,  1S32;  removed  to  Ithaca.  William  G.  Rad- 
CLii  F,  removed  to  Philadelphia.  Bernhard  S.vbalis, 
returned  to  Flolland.  Sidney  Sawyer,  removed  to  Chi- 
cago, Illinois.  Herman  Wendell,  College  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  1832;  died  1S81,  aged  72. 

1837,  William  F^.  Carter,  L)artmouth  Medical  College, 
1834;  died  1866,  aged  54.  H.  A.  Gran  r,  removed  to  Con- 
necticut. Francis  W.  Priest,  left  city  after  short  resi- 
dence. J.  B.  Rdssman,  F'airheld  Medical  College,  1S29; 
died  December  23.  1883,  aged  77.  Edward  (^).  Sewall, 
removed  to  Canada.  John  H.  Trotter,  licensed  to  prac- 
tice: died  i86r,  aged  48.  John  Van  Buren,  University  of 
the  City  of  New  York:  died  1S56,  aged  48.  Alexander 
V.\N  Renssel.aer,  removed  to  New  York  City. 

1839,  John  Baijcock.  Vermont  .Vcademy  ofMedicine, 
1838:  died  March  13,  1879,  aged  65.  John  Van  Alstyne, 
died  at  sea,  1S44.  Peter  \'an  Bl  rkn,  College  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  1823;  died  1S73,  aged  71.  John  Wilson, 
Fairfield  Medical  College  (?);  died  1877. 

1840,  Mason  F.  Cogswell,  College  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  1833:  died  1864,  aged  54.  Otis  Jenks,  licensed 
by  State  Society,  1840;  died  1854,  aged  55. 

1841,  John  O.  Flagler,  died  December  17,  1882.  E.  B. 
0'Call.\gh.\n,  licentiate  State  Society,  1S41:  died  1880, 
aged  80.  Charles  H.  Payne,  removed  to  Saratoga.  U. 
li.  Wheeler,  died  in  Pjrooklyn. 

1842,  Selah  B.  I-'ish,  Berkshire  Medical  College,  1841; 
removed  from  the  county. 

1844,  John  Campbell,  Albany  Medical  College,  1843; 
entered  United  States  Army  in  1847.  C.  Fi.  Dayton. 
P.A.TRICK  Gannon,  in  New  York:  died  1S54,  aged  74. 
Da\  id  Martin,  Fairfield  Medical  College,  182S:  died 
1853,  aged  53.    William  J.  Younc;,  removed. 

1845,  Uri.mi  G.  Bigei.ow.  Albany  Medical  College, 
1843;  died  1873,  aged  52.  Christopher  C.  Griffon, 
licentiate  of  this  society,  1843;  died  1856,  aged  41.  Ed- 
ward Perry,  University  of  New  'S'ork;  died  at  the  age  of 
43.  J.  V.  P.  (JUACKENlirsH,  Albany  Medical  College, 
1842:  died  in  1876,  aged  57.  Richard  H.  Thompson, 
Albany  Medical  College,  1842;  died  1S64. 

1846,  Daiah  Breakey,  Royal  College  of  Surgeons, 
Dublin,  1816:  died  1848,  aged  59.  'Samuel  II.  F"refman, 
.•\lbanv  Medical  College,  1846:  .Ylbany. 

1S47,   Henry  B,  McHarg,  Albany  Medical  College, 
1847;  died  1848.  aged  22.    Benja.mi'n  .V.  Sheldon,  .Al- 
bany Medical  College,  1847,  died  Septemner  10,  1864,  aged 
39.  'John  Swinbi  rne,  A!l.>any  Medical  College,  1846; 
any.    C.  C.  W.\ller.  left  the  city,  1S55. 

1848,  Edward  FI.  Clarke,  '  .Albany  Medical  College, 
1848;  removed  to  Butialo.  Henry  B.  Fay,  Albany  Medi- 
cal College,  1843;  removed  to  New  \  ork  City.  William 
(jEoghegan,  Royal  College  Surgeons,  Dublin,  1837;  died 

1877,  aged  62.  Alexander  \\ .  McNaughton,  .Albany 
.Medical  College,  1S48;  died  January  7,  1865,  aged  36. 
Pai  l  Toi  d  I  aber,  .Mbany  .Medical  College,  1S48;  died 
185 1,  aged  25.  Howard  Townsend,  .Albany  Medical 
College,  1S46;  died  January  15,  1S67,  aged  44.  Sylvester 
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I).  WiLi.ARD,  Albany  Medical  College,  1848;  died  April  2, 
1S65,  aged  40. 

1849, '  David  Wiltsie,  Albany  Medical  College,  1847; 
died  1875,  aged  55. 

1850,  AuRAM  H.  McKowN,  Albany  Medical  College, 
1S45;  died  1S53,  aged  33.  Thomas  H.  Nf.ei.ev,  Albany 
Medical  College,  1850;  died  1851,  aged  25.  Jacob  Riun- 
f[ARr,  Ileidelburg  and  Gottingcn,  1847;  died  1S60,  aged 
35.  James  II.  Sa^llishury;  Albany  Medical  College,  1S50; 
removed  to  New  \'o\\<  City.  Arousrrs  \  if.le,  Fairtield 
Medical  College,  1837;  died  February  12,  1SS2.  Ai.o.NZO 
G.  Wkstervelt,  Albany  Medical  College,  1850;  removed 
to  Durham,  Green  County. 

185 1,  James  L.  Babcock,  .Mbany  Medical  College,  1850; 
died  February  13,  l8Sl,  aged  58.  J.  R.  lUxLOCK,  Fairfield 
Medical  College,  1836:  All.vmy  County.  Ira  M.  De  La- 
MATER,  Albany  Medical  College,  1850:  died  September, 
1864,  aged  45.  David  E.  Fonda,  Fairfield  Medical 
College,  183S;  died  January  12,  1SS3,  aged  66.  Wil- 
liam A.  Hawlky,  Albany  Medical  College,  1S51;  re- 
moved to  Syracuse.  Charles  D.  M.^ksh,  Albany  Medi- 
cal College,  1850;  removed  from  the  city.  William 
B.  Sims,  Albanv  Medical  College,  1850;  died  October  18, 
1881.  S.  O.  Van  Der  Poel,  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
1845;  removed  to  Xew  Vork,  1S81.  I.  X.  Wvckoef, 
Albany  Medical  College,  1852;  never  practiced  medicine; 
died. 

1852,  F.  L.  R.  Ch.\pin,  Albany  Medical  College,  185 1; 
removed  to  Glen's  Falls.  Samuel  Ixgrah.vm,  Albany 
Medical  College,  1849;  removed  to  Palmyra.  'Joseph 
Lewi,  University  of  Vienna,  1S47;  Albany.  Levi  ^Ioore, 
Albany  Medical  College,  1S51;  died  June  30,  iSSo,  aged 
53.  Henrv  F.  Spencer,  .-Vlbany  Medical  College,  1852; 
died  at  sea,  1862,  aged  36. 

1853,  Hiram  A.  Edmonds,  .\lbany  Medical  College, 
1853;  died  1857,  aged  29.  *Henry  March,  Albany  Medi- 
cal College,  1S53;  Albany.  J.  Fl.  ScooN,  Albany  Medical 
College,  1840;  died  July  22,  iSSo,  aged  54.  John  P. 
WiTlSECK,  Albany  Medical  College,  18^2;  died  1S73,  aged 
44.  Harvey  li.  V^  iluuk,  Jieri^binre  iMcdical  College,  1842; 
removed  to  Syracuse. 

1854,  *Willi.\m  H.  Bailey,  Albany  Medical  College, 
1853;  AUiany.  "-William  H.  Craig,  Albany  .Medical  Col- 
legej^  1852;  -Albany.  'Charles  Devol,  Fairlield  Medical 
College,  1831;  Albany.  Ale.Kander  11.  Hoef,  Jeffer.son 
Medical  College,  1843;  died  1S76,  aged  55.  S.  P.  Uline, 
Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine,  1S52;  removed  to  Lowville. 

1855,  StEriiRN  J.  W.  Tabor,  College  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  1S41 ;  removed  to  Iowa.  D.\niel  Wasserbach, 
University  of  Hague,  1843;  died  September  11,  iSSo,  aged 
66. 

1856,  Frederick  C.  Adams,  Albany  Medical  College, 
1847;  died  1862,  aged  40.  *Amos  Fowler,  University  of 
New  York,  1846;  Albany.  *  Henry  G.  McXauchton, 
Albany  Medical  College,  1856;  Albany.  Staats  Winne, 
Albany  Medical  College,  185 1;  died  .May  30,  iSSo,  aged  53. 

1857,  O.  C.  Ale.Kander,  .Albany  .\tedical  College, 
1854;  Albany.  *HlRAM  Croijnse,  Vermont  Academy  of 
Medicine,  1S47;  Albany.  *GEOR(iE  H.  Xewcomi:,  Albany 
Medical  College,  1S55;  Albany.  William  C.  Rodgers, 
Albany  Medical  College,  1S54;  died  i860,  aged  30. 
*A.  Shiland,  Albany  Medical  College,  1S53  ;  West 
Troy.  John  I.  Swart,  Albany  Medical  College,  1853  ; 
died  Xov.  24,  187S,  at  Schoharie,  aged  47.  Alfred 
Wands,  Albany  Medical  College,  1845  ;  died  1870, 
aged  48. 

1858,  John  II.  Decker,  .Vlbany  >Iedical  College,  1853  ; 
died  1873,  aged  45.  *H.  S.  Case,  .\lbany  Medical  College, 
1853;  Albany.  Ale.K.  .V.  EDMESTONi  Albauy  Medical 
College,  1853;  died  1S71,  aged 42.  *'1'homas  Helme,  Albany 
Medical  College,  1854;  .McKownsville,  Albany  Co.  MlL- 
TON  M.  Lamb,  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine,  1856  ;  re- 
moved to  Lansingburgh,  1873.  J.  J.  Myers,  Albany  Med- 
ical College,  1857  ;  .Albany.  James  \l.  Pomfret,  Albany 
Medical  College,  1S58  ;  died  Feb.  22,  1869,  aged  43.  Leroy 
McLean,  Albany  Medical  College,  1855  :  removed  to  Troy. 
George  Sieinart,  Uuiver.-ity  of  New  York,  1S55  ;  re- 
moved to  Xew  Viirk  City.  .Andrew  Wilson,  licentiate 
Columbia  County  Society  ;  died  1871,  aged  56. 

1859,  'Charles  H.  Porter,  Albany  .Medical  College, 
1859;  Albany.    K.  S.  McMurdv,  Albany  Medical  College, 


;  1847  ;  removed  to  Minneapolis,  1S73.  *R.  H.  Sabin,  Al- 
bany .Medical  College,  1S56  ;  West  Troy.  'Ch.vrles  H. 
Smith,  .Albany  Medical  College,  1859;  .Albany.  Thomas 
S.MITH,  Albany -Medical  College,  1845;  died  1862.  Chari.es 
P.  SlWATS.  .Albany  Medical  College,  1853  ;  died  -April  16, 
1884,  aged  53.    Oscar  II.  Young,  Albany  .>Iedical  Col- 

,   lege,  1S5S  ;  removed  to  Michigan. 

;      i860,  Joseph  Atherley;  died  1864.    'J.  R.  Boulware, 
I   Albany  ^Iedical  College,  1859  ;  .Albany.  William  B.  Cham- 
1    liERS,  .Albany  .Medical  College,  185S  ;  removed  to  Fulton 
;   County.    A.  S.  Haklow,  .Albany  .Medical  College,  1859  ; 
j   removed  from  the  county.    Washington  Kil.mer.  Albany 
I   Medical  College,   i860;   removed  to  Florida.    John  \'. 
Lansing,  Xew  York  Medical  College,  1S54  ;  died  May  g, 
18S0,  aged  56.    Martin  L.  Mead,  Albany  ^ledical  College, 
1859;  removed  to  Ohio,  1871.    *J.  W.  .Moore,  \'ermont 
I   Academy  of  Medicine,   1S59  :   Cohoes.     'Cornelius  D. 
I    MosHER,  Albany  .Medical  College,  1859;  Albany.  Joseph 
I   X.  NoR  i  HROP,  Vermont  Academy  of  Medici.ne,  1839  ;  died 
Sept.  17,  1878,  aged  61.    John  Sheriff,  Albany  Nledical 
I   College,  1859  ;  removed.    J.  L.  Welch,  Albany  Medical 
i    College,  1S59  ;  died  June  23,  187S,  aged54. 
!       1861,  Wesley  Blaisdell,  Ca=tleton,  Vt.  ;  died  1864,  aged 
49.    'Fr.\nk  G.  Mosher,  Albany  Medical  College,  1848  '; 
Coeymans. 

1862,  'Thomas  Beckept,  .Albany  .Medical  College,  1S61; 
Albany.  AsahelBurt,  Jr.,  Albany  Medical  College,  i86r; 
removed.  FIenry  R.  Haski.ns,  Albany  Medical  College, 
1861  :  died  .March  31,  1S83,  aged  48.    J.  D.  H.vvens,  Al- 

I  bany  Medical  College,  1S61  ;  died  Feb.  12,  1S75,  aged  40. 
Frank  J.  Mattimore,  .Albany  Medical  College,  i860  ; 
died  1863,  aged  29.  F.  B.  Parmele,  Albany  Medical  Col- 
lege, 1842  ;  died  Jan.,  1882.  aged  68. 

1863,  John  F.  Crounse,  Albany  Medical  College,  1S68  ; 
died  1S72. 

1864,  Stephen  Johnson,  Albany  Medical  College,  1849  ; 
resigned  1875.    J.acob  S.  Mosher,  .Albany  Medical  College, 

I    1863  ;   -Albany  ;  died   Augu;t  13,    1883,   aged  49.    C.  B. 

O'Learv,  .Albany  Medical  College,  i860;  died  1S77,  aged 
j  38.  'il.  W.  Steenberg,  Fairlield  Medical  College,  1837  ; 
i  Green  Islaind.  Silas  P.  Wright,  Albany  .Medical  College, 
I    1S62  ;  removed. 

1865,  Gideon  FL  Ar.msby,  Albany  Medical  College, 
\    1864;  died  Xov.  20,  i88i,aged39.    Myron  Knowlto.n, 

Castleton,  Vt.,  1S37  ;  removed  to  Rochester.  P.  L.  F'. 
Reynolds,  Albany  Medical  College,  1861  ;  Albany. 
Charles  A.  Robertsc^.n,  Jefferson  .Medical  College,  1853  ; 
died  April  l,  18S0,  aged  51.  \\'illiam  Sigsbee,  \'ermont 
-Academy  of  Medicine,  1852;  removed  to  Illinois.  'Ezekiel 
MuLFORD  W.\DE,  Vermont  .Academy  of  Medicine,  1839  ; 
Watervliet. 

1866,  Charles  .S.  Allen,  .Albany  Medical  College,  1864  ; 
Rensselaer  Co,  'Herman  Bendell.  .Albany  Medical  Col- 
lege, ifi62  ;  Albany.  John  I'erguson.  Vermont  .Academy 
of  Medicine,  1836  ;  died  1S74,  agtd  62.  MicH.\KL  C>!LLIGAn  ; 

j    removed.    George   T.    Stevens,   \'ermont  Academy  of 
Medicine,  1857  ;  removed  to  Xew  York  City.  GUST.WUS 
I   Treskatis,  .Albany  Medical  College,    1865  ;   removed  to 
I   New  York  City.    'Albert  Van  der  Veer,  Xational  Med- 
I   ical  College  (Med.  Dep.  Columbia  Col.,  Washington),  1S62  ; 
Albany.  Warner  Van  Speenberg,  University  of  N'ermont 
(Med.  Dep.),  1856  ;  died  at  Cohoes,  May  3,  iSSo.  aged  48. 

1S67,  James  S.  Bailey,  .Albany  Medical  College,  1853  ; 
died  July  I.  1883,  aged  53.  *.A.  De  (jRAFF.  .Albany  .Medical 
College,  1858;  Guilderland.  'Alfred D.  IIuested,  .Albany 
Medical  College,  1863  ;  .Albany.  John  R.  Gregory,  Al- 
bany .Medical  College,  1S5S  ;  removed  to  Trumansburg. 
i    Edward  R.  Hun.  College  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  1866  ; 

died  .March  14,  1880.  aged  38.  [ames  F.  McKows,  .Albany 
j  Medical  College,  1S66  ;  .\lbany".  'P.  M.  .M'-rfhy.  .Albany 
I  Medical  Coliegc,  1863;  .Albany.  *l).  \'.  O'Le.vry,  .Albany 
I    .Medical  College,  1866  ;  .Albany. 

I  1S6S,  L.  M.  Dunkelmeyek  ;  removed  to  Cincinnati,  O. 
'  .Alexander  McDonald  ;  died  1877,  aged  33.  'John 
I  Thompson.  University  of  Xew  York,  1S68  ;  .Albany. 
I  Rich.vrd  D.  Traver.'  St.  I^uis  Medical  College,  1869  ; 
I   removed  to  Troy,  X.  Y.    "C.  E.  Witbeck,  Albany  Medical 

College,  1866  ;  Cohoes. 

1S69,  'Hiram  Becker,  Albany  .Medical  College,  1S64  ; 

Xew  Salem.  Daniel  .M.  Stimso.n,  College  Physicians  ami 
j  Surgeons,  1S68  ;  removed  to  Xew  York  City,  1S71. 
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1870,  *JoiiN  .■i.Bir.Ei.ow,  College  Physicians  and  Surgeon.?, 
1870;  Albany.  J.  Mn  er.s  IIkigcs,  Albany  Medicil  Coltejje, 
lS6g  ;  died  1874,  asjed  29.  TiifjMAS  1).  CRo  riu-.RS,  Albany 
Medical  CoUe^je,  1865;  removed  to  Hartl'orii,  Ccnn.  'J.  K. 
U.WiiisriN,  Alli.iny  MediLal  Col!e<^e,  1869  ;  South  Bethle- 
hem. KfSTis  II.  Davis,  AUany  Medical  Colletje,  1S54  : 
removed  to  Watkins.  *J.  I).  Fkathkks  i-dmiai  gii,  Colfege 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  l-Sjo  ;  Cohoes.  II.  D.  I-OSti:, 
Albany  Medical  CoUci^e,  1S68  ;  died  1S74,  aged  25.  Wil- 
liam JvIoRC.AN,  Albany  Medical  College,  i86()  ;  Albany:  re- 
signed 1883.  *\V.M.  II'.  T.  Rkynolus,  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  1870;  Albany.  'Charles  F.  S<'ATrKRGOOr), 
Albany  iNIcdical  College,  1S6S  ;  Albany.  'A.  P.  Ti;.\  Kyck, 
Albany  Medical  College,  1S66  :  Rcns=elaer  County. 

1871,  L.  R.  BciVCe',  licentiate  Otsego  Co.  Society,  1862  ; 
resigned  1877.  Orson  F.  Cobb,  Albany  Medical  College, 
1868;  West  Troy  ;  suspended  1876.  P.  J.  C.  Goi.ding  ; 
removed  to  Massachusetts.  C.  B.  Gr.-weli.ne.  Albany 
Medical  CuHl,,c,  iSj.;  ,  Albany.  *Lorenzo  Hale,  Albany 
Medical  College,  1S68  ;  Albany.  K.  V.  R.  Lansingh,  Jr., 
Albany  Medical  College,  1S70  ;  died  April  13.  1S79.  *Wil- 
LIAM  PI.  ML■RRA^■,  Albany  Medical  College.  iSbq;  .Albany. 
E.  B.  TEFrr,  Buffalo  Medical  College,  1S64  ;  removed. 
Barnabas  Wood,  University  of  Nashville,  1852  ;  died  1S75, 
aged  56. 

1872,  *Frederic  C.  Curtls,  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  1870  :  Albany.  Isaac  De  Zouche,  Albany  Med- 
ical College,  1869  ;  removed  to  Gloversville,  1S75.  'WIL- 
LIAM Hailes,  Albany  Medical  College,  1870  ;  Albany. 
S.  A.  iNOH.^At,  Albany  Medical  College,  187 1  ;  removed  to 
Little  Falls.  J.  II.  Lagrange,  Albany  Medical  College, 
1871  ;  removed  to  Columbia  County.  J.  H.  Lasher.  Al- 
bany Medical  College,  1871  ;  died  1873,  aged  25.  Caleb 
Lyon,  Albany  Medical  College,  1871  ;  removed  to  New  York 
City.  Philip  J.  Ma(;l'ire,  College  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
187 1  ;  removed  to  Brooklyn.  *B.  U.  Steenkerg,  Albany 
Medical  College,  1870;  Albany.  'John  Ben  STONEnousE, 
Albany  Medical  College,  1S71:  Albany.  'Willis  G.  Tuck- 
er, Albany  Medical  College,  1870:  Albany.  'KugeneVan 
Slyke,  Albany  Medical  College,  1871  ;  Albany.  *R.  H. 
Starkwf  \Tirrn,  Albany  Medical  College,  1871';  Albany. 
•G.  L.  Ullman,  Albany'Medical  College,  187 1  ;  Albany. 

1873,  Almon  S.  Allen,  Albany  .Medical  College,  1872  ; 
removed  to  Pittsfield,  Mass.  'John  U.  Haynes,  .Vlbany 
Medical  College,  1872  ;  Cohoes.  'Joseph  H.  Blatner, 
Albany  Medical  College,  1872  ;  Albany.  George  A. 
Jones,  Albany  Medical  College,  1869  ;  died  1875. 
James  C.  Hannan,  University  of  New  York,  1873  ; 
removed  to  Hoo^ick  Falls,  1881.  'James  P.  Boyd, 
Jr.,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  1871  ;  Albany. 
Frank  Garbutt,  Albany  Medical  College,  1872  ;  re- 
moved to  Mechanicsville.  *C.  E.  Seger,  Albany  Medical 
College,  1863  ;  Adams  Station.  'Patrick  E.  Fennelly, 
Albany  Medical  College,  '  1869  ;  West  Troy.  'Octavil'S 
H.  E.  Clarke,  McGill  University,  Montreal,  1870  :  Cohoes. 
Alfred  L.  Wands,  Albany  Medical  College,  1869  ;  re- 
moved. 

1874,  *J.  L.  Archambeault,  Laval  University,  Quebec, 
1870;  Cohoes.  'Lewis  Balch,  College  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, 1870  ;  Albany.  'O.  X^.  B.ALL,  College  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  1867  ;  Albany.    George  H.  Benjamin,  Albany 
MedicalCollege,  1872;  removed.  *L.  Boudrias  (DeMor  at), 
Victoria  University.  .Montreal,  1870  ;  Cohoes.  C.  W.  Bci'ElN- 
TON,  Albany  .Medical  College.  1874  ;  We^t  Troy.  'Daniel  ! 
H.  Cook,  .Mbany  .Medical  College,  1S73  ;  Albany.  Herman  ! 
C.  EvARTS,  Albany  Medical  College,  1873  ;  removed  to  i 
Carthage,  N.  Y.    James  A.  Hari,  College  Physicians  and  I 
Surgeons,  1873  ;  removed  to  Colorado  about  1877.    WiL-  I 
LIAm  W.  MacGre'-.ok,  .Albany  Medical  (College,  1873;  re-  '. 
moved  to  Glen's  Falls.    'Cyri's  S.  Merrill,  (College  Phy-  I 
siciaiis  and  Surger)ps,  1S71  ;  Albany.    Linzee  T.  Morrill, 
Albany  Medical  College,  1873;  removed.    *Nelso.N  MoN-  ' 
roe,  Vermont  Academy  of  .Medicine,  1840  ;  (ireen  Island.  | 
'George  W.  Papen,  College  Phy-icians  and  Surgeons,  1 
1874;  Albany.  '.A..  T.  Van  Vkankkn,  Albany  Medical  Col-  i 

.  lege,  1873;  West  Troy.    'Feli.x  WEID^^.\N,  Albany  .Medical 
College,  1847;  Westcrlo.  i 

1875,  'Harvey  W.  Bell.  Albany  Medical  College,  1866;  ! 
removed  to  l-'.asi  .Mbany.  'M  ary  I)i  P."is,  Woman'.s  .\Iedical  t 
College  of  Pennsylvania,  1871;  .Vlbany.  Harris  I.  Fel-  | 
LOWS,  Albany  MedicalCollege,  1874;  died  August  29,  i88i,  ! 


aged  44.  Hiram  T.  Herrington,  Albany  Medical  Col- 
lege, 1873;  removed  to  Rensselaer  County.  Henry  V. 
IIlll,  Albany  Medical  College,  1874:  removed  to  Sche- 
nectadv,  18S0.  'Henry  E.  'Merenkss,  Albany  Medical 
College,  1874:  Albany.  John  F.  .Mktcai.e,  Albany  .Medi- 
cal College,  1874;  removed  to  Ketchuni's  Corners,  N.  Y. 
Franklin  A.  Mlnson,  College  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
1S73;  died  December  8,  1878,  aged  2(1.  '.Vor.man  L.  Sncjw, 
College  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  1861;  Albany.  *T.  M. 
Trego,  Co'llege  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  1874;  .Albany. 
Tho.m.\s  Wilson,  .Albany  Medical  College,  1874:  removed 
to  Claverack,  1876.  Edward  \  ates,  Jefferson  Medical 
College.  l86g;  died  1876,  aged  29. 

1876,  *R.  D.  Clark,  Long  Lland  Medical  College;  Al- 
bany. William  .A.  Hall,  Albany  .Medical  College,  1875; 
removed  to  Fulton,  C>swego  Co.  *'j.  M.  Haskell,  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan;  Bath-on-lhe-Hudson.  *P.  J.  Keegan. 
University  of  Nov,'  York;  Albany.  'T.  K.  Perry,  Albany 
MedicalCollege,  1S75:  Albany.'  -"W.  L.  Plrpi.E,  Albany 
Medical  College,  1875;  .Albany.  PIlbert  T.  Rulison, 
Albany  Medical  College,  1875;  removed  to  .Amsterdam. 
'Seth  G.  Shanks,  .Albany  Medical  College,  1875;  Albany. 
.A.  II.  \'.  S.MYTH,  Albany'Medical  College,  1875;  removed 
to  Minaville.  'Samuel  B.  W.ard,  Georgetown  Medical 
College,  1864;  Albany.  'Harriet  .A.  Woodward,  Syra- 
cuse University,  1S75;  Albany. 

1877,  'Jaml's  I'.  Barker,  Albany  Medical  College,  1S77; 
Albany.  "'William  N.  H.\.ys.  .Albany  Medical  College, 
1S75;  Albany. 

1S7S,  'Jesse  Crounse,  Albany  Medical  College,  1877; 
Knowersville.  *W.  O.  Stillman,  Albany  Medical  College, 
1878;  Albany. 

1879,  *E.  A.  Bartlett,  .Albany  Medical  College,  1879; 
.Albany,  *G.  Upton  Peltier,  Bishop's  College,  Quebec, 
1873;  Cohoes.  'James  C.  Healey,  Albany  Aledical  Col- 
lege, 1877;  Albany.  *A.  W.  Kilbourne.  University  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  1S74:  Albany.  'Lansing  B.  '\Vinne, 
College  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  1S78;  Albany.  'Frank- 
LLV  TOWNSEND,  Jr.,  College  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
1876;  .Albany.  'Otto  Ritzmann,  Albany  .Medical  College, 
1879;  Albany.  *J0HN  C.  Shiland,  Albany  Medical  College, 
1S78;  ^^'e5t  Troy.  'Uriah  B.  Lamoure,  .Albany  MedicalCol- 
lege, 1S78;  .Albany.  W.M.  J.  Lewis,  College  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  1878;  removed  to  Hartford,  Conn.  '.MauriceJ. 
Lewi,  Albany  Medical  College,  1S77;  .Albany.  Thomas  B. 
Van  Ai.stvne,  .Albany  Medical  College,  1879;  removed  to 
Richmondville,  N.Y.,  1880.  P.  B.  Collier,  Long  Island  Col- 
lege Hospital,  1S66;  Albany.  'Edward  Y..  Brown,  .Albany 
Medical  College,  1879;  Albany.  M.  W.  Brooks,  Univer- 
sity of  Vermont,  1S79;  removed  to  New  A'ork  City,  18S0. 
'J.  E.  Hall.  Albany  .Medical  College,  1877;  (keen  Island. 
S.  O.  Van  der  Poke,  Jr.,  College  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, 1876:  removed  to  New  A'ork  William  (jEOCHAN, 
Albany  Medical  College,  1S74 ;  removed  to  New  York. 
•John  D.  R.  McAllister,  .Albany  Medical  College,  1879; 
Albany.  Thomas  Featherstonh.\ugh,  Albany  .Medical 
Colleg'e,  1877;  1882,  removed  to  New  York.  Sheldon 
Voorhees,  Albany  Medical  College,  1879;  removed  to 
.Auburn,  188 1. 

18S0,  Taniel  C.  Case,  Albany  Medical  College,  1870; 
Slingerlands.  'Theo.  P.  B.viley,  College  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  1880;  Albany.  A.  P.  Casler,  Albany  Medical 
College,  iJ^So.  *Fr.\.nk  J.  Merrington,  Albany  Medi- 
cal College,  iSSo;  .Albany.  'S.vm'l  R.  Morrow.  College 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  1S7S:  .Albany.  John  W.  Gould, 
.Albany  Medical  College,  18S0;  removed.  'John  J.  White, 
Albany  .Medical  College,  1S79;  removed  to  New  York. 
*(jEORr,E  E.  El.MENDtJRF,  .\lbany  Me<lical  College,  1S75; 
Coeymans  Hollow.  M.  R.  C.  PEi  K,  College  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  I876.  Tiio.m.vs  D.  Worden,  .Albany 
Medical  College,  1880;  removed.  Lehman  B.  Hoif, 
Albany  Medical  College,  1S80;  removed.  John  Thomas 
Keay,  -Mbany  Medical  College,  1879;  died  January  4, 
1881,  aged  28.  D.vNiEL  Fega.n,  Queen's  University,  Dub- 
lin, Ire.'and;  removed  to  Ireland. 

1881,  'George  S.  Munson,  Albany  Medical  College, 
1880;  Albany.  John  F.  Lockwoop.  .Albany  Medical  Col- 
lege, iS8t;  removed  to  Wisconsin.  S.  Edward  Ull.man, 
.Albany  .Medical  College,  18S0;  Albany.  'T.  W.  NtLLIS, 
Albany  .Medical  College,  1881;  -Albany.  *W.  J.  Nellis, 
Albany  Medical  College,  1879;  Albany.    'F.  L.  Classen, 
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Albany  Medical  Collct;c.  iSSi;  Albany.  *Ho\vard  Mil- 
ler, Albnny  .Medical  Colle'.:c,  1881:  Albany.  'IIowakd  S. 
Palne,  .-Mbany  Medical  College,  1S81;  Albany.  *Lauren- 
TLNE  KorcHi:!.,  lUuValij  ^ledical  Collei're;  Albany. 
Thomas  (I.  Hvlakd,  IJellevue  .Medical  College;  removed. 
Carrol  H.  Philliis,  Albany  Medical  College,  Watervliet; 
died  February  14,  1SS3.  C.  W.  Gkek.n.  Albany  .Medical 
College;  removed.  Charles  F.  Huduleston,  Albany 
Medical  Collei^e;  removed. 

1882,  'W.  B.  .SAin.v,  Albany  Medical  Colle-e,  1882;  West 
Troy.  'Saml'KL  Pivi  eks,  \  ermont  Academy  of  Medicine, 
1846;  West  Troy.  Fra.nk  S.  Peters,  .\lbany  Medical 
College,  1S74;  died  1883.  'IIenry  Hl^N,  Harvard  .Medical 
School,  1S79;  Albany.  'George  E.  Lyon,  Albany  Medical 
College,  1S82;  West  Troy.  'W.  H.  Fowler, 'jelTerion 
Medical  College,  1S79;  Albany.  'David  Flelsch.\l\n,  .-M- 
bany  ^redicnl  CoMe-e.  l?8i;  .Mb.-ny. 

1883,  'Willl^m  L.  Schutter,  Alliany  Medical  College, 
1883;  Albany.  *Frank  H.  Fisk,  Albany  Medical  College, 


1S83;  Albany.  'Charles  K.  Cr-Awkord,  .\lbanv  Medical 
College,  1S81;  Albany.  *[.  \V.  kn.EV,  .Mbany  Medical 
College,  1S82;  .-Mbany.  Walter  W.  Scuoi  ield,  Albany 
Medical  College.  18S2:  removed  to  .Massachu.^etts.  *C.  .M. 
Culver,  Alb.iny  .Medical  College,  1881;  Albany.  J.  W. 
Mann,  Albany  .Medical  College,  1882;  died  18S4. 

1884.  *J.  \\.  Mitchell,  .■Albany  Medical  College,  18S2: 
Cohoes.  *R.  J.  Brown,  Albany  .Medical  College,  1882; 
AUiany.  'T.  F.  C.  Van  Allen,  Albany  .Medical  College. 
18S2;  Albany.  'Joseph  I).  Craig.  .Mbany  Medical  Col- 
lege, 1884;  Albany.  'Fdoar  C.  Hali.enbeck,  Bellevue 
Medical  College,  '  iSSi ;  Bethlehem.  G.  S.  Knicker- 
bocker, College  Physicians  and  Surgeons;  removed. 
C.  C.  Schuyler,  .Albany  Medical  College;  Troy  (non- 
resident). 

1885.  'Selwin  .\.  Russell,  .Albany  .Medical  College, 
1S77;  Albany.  'Frederick  D.  Morrill,  Albany  Medical 
College,  iSS'i;  Albany.  'John  H.  Skillicorn,  Albany 
Medical  College,  1883;  Albany. 
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1847 
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1849 
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1852 
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1854 

1855 
1856 

1857 
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President. 


Vice-President. 


Secretary. 


Treasurer. 


Hunloke  Woodruff. 


Wm.  McClelland . 
Jonathan  Eights. 


Wm.  McClelland  ;  Charles  D.  Townsend   John  G.  KnaufF. 


John  Stearns. 


James  Low  

Jonathan  Eights. 
C.  C.  Yates,... 
William  Bay  


Charles  D.  Townsend . 

Isaac  Hyde  

Erastus  Williams  


J.  L.  Van  Deusen. 
T.  Romeyn  Beck. 


John  Stearns. 
Jnmcs  Low.., 


Peter  Wendell. 


Peter  Wendell. 


Joel  A.  Wing. 


William  Bay . 


Jonathan  Eights. 


William  Humpfrey. 


Joel  A.  Wing  

Platt  Williams  

Charles  D.  Townsend. 

Alden  March  

Barent  P.  Staats  


Peter  Williams. 


Charles  D.  Townsend. 
Barent  P.  Staats  


Guy  Spalding. 


John  W.  Bay. . 
James  P.  Boyd. 


B.  B.  Fredenburgh. 
Peter  B.  Xoxon  .  .  . . 
Alva  W.  Rockwell . 

L.  G.  Warren  

Peter  McNaughton. 


i  Barent  P.  Staats. 
"  I  Peter  Van  O'Linda. 

I  John  W.  Hinckley. 

Peter  Van  O'Linda   " 

James  P.  Boyd  ,  Roger  Viets. 

"  Edward  A.  Leonard. 

Luke  Wellington..  ,  Isaac  Hempstead. 

Elisha  S.  Burton   Carroll  Humplrey. 

Herman  Wendell   Jarvis  Barney. 


Jonathan  Eights.  . 
Peter  Van  Buren. 


Thomas  Hun  , 

Mason  F.  Cogswell.  . . . 
James  McXaughton  . . .  . 
James  H.  .Vrmsby.... 
J.  V.  P.  (>ackenbush . 
Uriah  G.  Bigelow .... 
Samuel  IT.  Freeman.  . 
Sylvester  D.  Willard.  . 


John  S.  Van  .\lstyne 


Henry  Van  O'Linda. 
Mason  F.  Cogswell .  . 
R.  II.  Thompson.  . . 


.  '  Abraham  Groesbeck  \   John  F.  Townsend. 

.  I  "  I  Henry  Greene. 

I  "  I  Henry  Van  O'Linda. 

Peter  \'an  Buren   " 

.  ^  I  lenry  (Jrecne  j  " 

Jonathan  Case   |  E.  B.  O'Callighan. 

. !  John  Campbell  |  " 


John  Swinburne  

Wm.  F.  Carter  , 

U.  G.  Bigelow  

Samu-'l  H.  Freeman. 
Sylvester  D,  WiUard 
S.  O.  Vandcrpoel .  .  . . 


J.  V.  P.  Quackcnbush   ....!C.   C.  Waller. 

Benjamin  A.  Sheldon  \  " 

"  I  J.  B.  Rossman. 


Sylvester  D.  Willard 


Levi  Moore . 


C.    C.  Waller. 


William  H.  Bailey. 
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Tkesikkn  r. 


Vice-President. 


William  F.  Carter  !  S.  O.  N'anderpocl.. . 

S.  O.  N'andcrpoel  ]  Leonard  G.  ^\'arren 


Howard  To'.vnsend  

Peter  McXaughton  

Peter  P.  Staat?  

Levi  Moore  

lame^  E.  Pomfret  

"R.  H.  Sabin  

James  1,.  Dabcock  

William  H.  Craig  

William  H.  Bailey  

Joseph  Lewi  

Albert  \'a:-,  T'ervter  

John  Swinburne  

James  S.  P>ailey  

Henry  March  

Josepli  N.  Northrop.  . . . 
Charles  A.  Robertson . . . 

Frederic  C.  Curtis  

John  ^L  Bigelow  

A.  Slnland  

Jacob  S.  Mosher  

Norman  L.  Snow  

Herman  Dendell  

J.  D.  Featherstonhaugh. , 


Joseph  Lewi  

Levi  Moore  

Frank  G.  Mosher. 
R.  H.  S.abin  


Secretary. 


Levi  Moore  

Oscar  H.  Younii . 


Treasurer. 


James  L.  Babcock  

J.  W.  Moore  

C.  D.  Mosher  

Andrew  Wilson  , 

Amos  P'owlcr  

A.  Shiland  

H.  W.  Steeiiberg  

C.  E.  Witbock  

J.  D.  Featherstonhaugh. , 
William  H.  Murray.  .... 

Louis  Boudrias  

A.  T.  Van  Vranken  

R.  U.  Steenberg  

William  Hailes  

John  U.  Haynes  

D.  C.  Case  

J.  L.  Archambeault  

T.  Kirk  Perrv  


J.  R.  Boulware. . 
Martin  L.  Mead. 


George  T.  Stevens. 
Charles  H.  Porter. 


John  >L  Bigelow . . , 
"Frederic  C.  Curtis. 

Joseph  H.  Blatner. . 

Lewis  Balch  

B.  U.  Steenberg. . . . 
Eugene  Van  .Slyke. 

T.  Kirk  Perry  

Lorenzo  Hale  


T.  Featherstonhaugh. 

^[.  J.  Lewi  

E.  A.  Bartlett  

Jno.  Ben.  Stonehouse. 


William  H.  Bailey. 
George  H.  Newcomb. 

Henry  March. 

H.  R.  PLnskins. 

F.  L.  R.  Chapin. 
Thomas  Beckeit. 

Andrew  Wilson. 

f  c 

D.  V.  O'Leary. 

William  H.  Murray. 
W.  H.  T.  Reynolds. 

D.  H.  Cook. 

A.  T.  Van  Vranken. 

W.  E.  Mereness. 

G.  L.  Ullman. 
M.  J.  I^wi. 

Uriah  B.  La  Moure. 


The  publications  of  the  society  have  been  quite  ' 
remarkable.   The  entire  Transactions  of  the  society 

have  been  printed  in  three  volumes  of  400  or  500  \ 

pages.    The  first  was  prepared  by  Dr.  S.  D.  Wil-  1 

lard,  and  e.xtends  to  1S50:  the  second,  chiefly  by  ■ 

Dr.  J.  S.  Bciiloy,  covers  the  next  twenty  years,  and  the  j 

third,  chiefly  by  Dr.  F.  C.  Curtis,  recently  printed,  is  , 

filled  by  the  ten  years  following,  down  to  1 880.  These  j 

volumes  contain  biographies  of  nearly  two  hundred  i 

members,  and  a  number  of  portraits  of  deceased  ■■ 

and  prominent  members.    The  society  also  has  j 

maintained  for  five  years  a  monthly  journal,  the  j 

Albany  Medical  Annals.      Dr.  ?vlarch,   in   1830,  | 

wrote  "A  Plea  for  Establishing  a  ^ledical  Journal  ; 
in  Albany."     Our   periodical,   which  is  largely 
made  up  of  material  presented  at  the  monthly 

meetings  of  the  society,  has  a  considerable  circula-  | 

tion  outside  of  the  society's  territory,  and  extracts  i 

from  it  frequently  appear  in  other  journals.    The  j 

Editorial  Committee  are  Drs.  F.  C.  Curtis.  A.  Van  1 

der  Veer,   Lorenzo  Hale,   J.  B.  Stonehouse  and  j 

Willis  G.  Tucker.     Probably  no  other  societv  in  , 
the  country  has  ilone  so  much  in  the  matter  of 
publication.              .           .  .  ' 

The  cholera  epidemic  of  1832  was  an  important  1 
epoch  in  the  annals  of  medicine.    This  disease, 
which  in  its  European  and  .\merican  history  be- 
longs to  this  century,  made  its  first  appearance  on 

this  continent  at  Quebec  in  1S32,  and  a  fortnight  ! 

later  broke  out  in  Albany.    It  justly  created  great  j 

alarm.  At  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  a  meeting  of  the  j 


Medical  Society  was  called  to  devise  means  to  arrest 
its  progress,  and  a  staff  was  organized,  consisting 
of  Drs.  Eights,  Wing,  Greene,  Boyd,  Townsend, 
Wendell,  James,  McNaughton  and  March.  The 
physicians  of  the  city  met  every  evening  at  the  City 
Hall,  where  an  album  was  kept  in  which  to  enter  the 
names  of  the  deceased.  The  number  of  reported 
cases  was  1,147,  of  which  422  were  fatal.  Two 
years  later,  on  a  fresh  outbreak,  there  were  1 24  cases, 
with  78  deaths.  No  such  fatal  disease  had  pre- 
vailed since  the  small-pox  epidemics  of  early  his- 
tory. 

Conspicuous  among  the  younger  men  then  was 
Dr.  James  P.  Boyd.  His  faithful  woxV  at  that 
time  gave  him  an  impetus,  and  he  secured  a  posi- 
tion which  inade  him  for  very  many  years  one  of  the 
first  physicians  in  the  city.  The  brothers  James 
and  Peter  McXaughton  were  older  by  several  years. 
The  former  had  been  a  professor  in  a  medical 
school  then  for  twelve  }-ears,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  1874,  he  was  the  senior  teacher  of  medi- 
cine, [irobably,  in  the  world.  He  was  made  at 
this  time  President  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and 
wrote  a  paper  on  the  disease,  which  was  in  much 
demand.  His  brother,  in  a  less  public  way,  was, 
perhaps,  even  more  active  as  a  practicimr  physician. 
Both  of  thein,  in  civil  as  well  as  medical  relation.-;, 
were  for  half  a  century  among  the  first  citizens  of 
Albany.  The  brothers  Staats,  of  the  same  name  as 
our  earliest  historical  physician,  were  well  known 
men  here  for  many  years.  The  elder,  Dr.  Barent, 
was  prominent  in  politics,  and  was  also  a  trustee  of 
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numerous  mercantile  concerns.  He  was  at  this 
time  Health  Officer  of  the  port.  Dr.  Aiden  March 
was  a  well-established  physician,  having  come  here 
from  New  England  in  1820.  In  the  fifty  year^  that 
he  practiced  he  made  a  world-wide  reputation  as  a 
surgeon  and  teacher.  The  Doctors  Beck  were,  in 
some  respects,  the  most  remarkable  men  in  our 
history.  One  of  them  M  as  sent  at  this  time  by  liie 
Governor  to  sisit  the  northern  frontier  k'V  the  jiur- 
pose  of  procuring  informatie)n  ami  organizing 
boards  of  health.  Dr.  T.  Rome\n  Beck  is  known 
over  the  civilized  world  as  the  author  of  "  [Medical 
Jurisprudence."  Both  of  the  brothers  devoteil  most 
of  their  lives  to  teaching  and  scientific  literature. 
Younger  than  any  of  them  was  Dr.  Thomas  Hun, 
just  entering  practice  then,  antl  the  only  one  of  that 
time  now  living,  having,  however,  well  earned  retire- 
ment from  active  work  b_v  over  fifty  years  of  service, 
which  brought  him  a  reputation  secontl  to  none  in 
the  country.  This  strong  body  of  men,  most  of 
them  of  thorough  literary  and  medieal  educati<:>n, 
formed  the  body  of  the  profession  tlirough  the  two 
middle  quarters  of  this  century,  and  all  of  them 
lived  so  nearly  up  to  the  present  time  that  tliere  are 
few  Albanians  to  whom  they  are  not  perfectiv 
familiar.  They  had  a  hand  in  every  important 
event,  professional  or  civic,  that  transpired  through 
the  long  period  that  they  workeil  together,  during 
which  the  city  doubled  its  population  two  or  three 
times.  .  -  ,  , 

As  in  the  last  century  the  wars  were  important 
periods  in  our  medical  history,  so  in  this.  In  the 
war  of  181 2,  which  was  partly  at  our  door,  a  few 
of  the  local  physicians  were  engaged.  Most  prom- 
inently was  Dr.  Piatt  Williams,  a  graduate  of  Wil- 
liams College,  an  1  prepared  by  a  long  >.ourse  of 
professional  study.  The  war  broke  out  sorin  after 
he  began  to  practice,  and  he  immediately  received 
from  Gov.  Tompkins  the  appointment  of  surgeon 
to  the  Second  Regiment  of  Riflemen.  He  served 
through  the  war  on  the  Niagara  frontiers.  Two 
years  later,  having  returned  to  Albany,  he  was  ap- 
pointed post  surgeon  of  tlie  cantonment  at  Green- 
bush,  and  retained  the  position  till  its  abandon- 
ment in  1822. 

Dr.  Henry  Greene,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  im- 
mediatel}'  after  his  graiiuation  in  1S14,  was  made 
assistant  surgeon  of  tiie  Twenty-fifth  Regulars,  and 
saw  hard  service  in  Canada,  remaining;  in  the  armv 
till  peace  was  declared.  He  came  to  Alban\  in 
1828,  was  prominent  here  in  the  cholera  epidemic, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  faculty  of  the  Medical  Col- 
lege. 


Dr.  Joel  A.  Wing  was  for  thirty-eight  years  a 
])hysician  of  Albany.  Almost  as  soon  as  he  gradu- 
ated he  was,  without  his  knowledge,  appointeil 
surgeon  in  the  army,  which  he  did  not  accept,  so 
that  his  connection  with  the  war  was  but  nominal. 
He,  however,  was  made  post  surgeon  of  the  Green- 
bush  barracks  in  1S44.  On  his  first  \isit  to  the 
barracks,  being  young,  undersizeil  and  unimpres- 
sive, he  was  treatetl  with  some  insolence  bv  the 
orderl}',  or  nurse.  He  knocked  the  man  down, 
and  it  took  all  the  inone_\-  he  had  to  j)av  the  fine 
imposed  by  the  justice  ;  but  he  secured  wholesome 
respect  afterward.  Dr.  Wing  worked  verv  hard  in 
the  cholera  epidemic  and  was  himself  taken  with 
the  disease,  his  recovery  speaking  well  for  his  asso- 
ciates. In  the  course  of  his  life  he  held  various 
important  civil  positions. 

The  ]\Ie.xican  war  was  enacted  at  a  remote  point, 
and  none  of  the  profession  of  this  county  appears 
to  have  served  in  it. 

The  late  Civil  war  furnishes  a  point  around 
which  to  group  a  very  considerable  number  of  the 
men  and  events  of  our  peaceful  profession.  The 
men  who  participated  in  it  were  for  the  most  part 
those  of  to-day.  Its  outbreak  found  Dr.  S.  O. 
Vanderpoel,  then  one  of  the  most  active  physicians 
in  the  city,  in  the  office  of  Surgeon-General  of  the 
State,  which  place  he  filled  from  1S59  to  1S63, 
under  Gov.  Morgan.  It  gave  him  the  medical 
direction  in  the  formation  of  all  regiments  sent 
from  this  State,  the  examination  of  all  applicants 
for  and  filling  of  all  vacancies  in  the  medical  stafl" 
of  each  regiment.  He  had  at  the  end  of  his  term 
of  service  over  600  surgeons  in  the  field.  He 
established  promotion  by  grade  in  medical  corps 
instead  of  regimental.  During  a  portion  of  Mc- 
Clellan's  advance  in  the  Peninsula,  and  in  the  first 
battle  of  the  Wilderness,  he  went  as  volunteer  sur- 
geon. Subsequendy  he  was  inspector  of  hospitals 
for  the  Sanitary  Commission.  After  the  war  Dr. 
Vanderpoel  was  for  eight  years  Health  Ofilicer  of 
the  Port  of  New  York.  He  was  also  for  many 
years  on  the  Medical  College  faculty  and  physician 
to  the  hospitals.  In  iSSr  he  removed  to  New- 
York  City. 

Dr.  J.  V.  P.  Ouackenbush  was  Surgeon-General 
from  '63  to  '65,  under  Gov.  .Seymour,  and  carried 
out  its  arduous  duties  almost  to  the  end  of  the  war 
He  spent  his  entire  professiC)nal  life  in  Albany,  one 
of  its  prominent  physicians,  a  leading  citizen  and  a 
most  popular  lecturer  at  the  ^Medical  College  and 
h<:)spitals. 

Dr.  S.  D.  Willard  succeeded  him  in  official  posi- 
tion, but  died  during  the  same  year.     He  had  pre- 
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viously  seen  considerable  service  at  tlie  front  as 
volunteer  surgeon,  especially  in  1S62,  after  the 
battles  of  the  Peninsula,  to  look  after  Xew  York 
soldiers.  The  profession,  of  Albany  especially,  is 
indebted  to  him  for  much  laborious  work  i>u  medi- 
cal and  historical  literature,  and  \Mllard  Asylum 
was  justly  named  after  him  for  his  efforts  toward  its 
establishment. 

Dr.  James  D.  Pomfret  was  Surgeon-General  from 
'65  to  '69,  under  (jov.  Penton.  In  '62  he  was  ap- 
pointed surgeon  of  the  113th  Regiment,  which  was 
raised  entirely  in  this  county  ;  it  was  changed  to 
the  7th  Heavy  Artillery,  and  till  INIay,  '64,  was 
placed  in  the  defenses  of  Washington,  during 
which  time  he  acted  as  Brigade  Surgeon.  It  then 
being  sent  to  the  front,  he  was  made  Division  Sur- 
geon, and  later  Surgeon-in-Chief  of  the  2d  Army 
Corps.  After  his  return  home  he  had  charge  of  the 
Soldiers'  Home  here  and  was  connected  with  the 
college  and  hospitals. 

Dr.  Jacob  S.  Mosher  was  the  last  of  the  Albany 
physicians  to  hold  the  office  of  Surgeon-General, 
from  '69  to  '73,  under  Gov.  Hoffman.  He  served 
as  volunteer  surgeon  from  his  graduation  in  '63  to 
the  close  of  the  war  in  the  hospitals  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  and  at  Washington.  While  there  he 
was  appointed  Asst.  State  ^Medical  Director  at 
Washington,  holding  the  position  till  '67.  From 
'70  till  '76  he  was  Deputy  Health  Officer  of  the 
Port  of  New  York,  was  on  the  Yellow  Fever  Com- 
mission appointed  by  Congress,  and  till  his  death, 
in  1883,  was  prominent  in  various  departments  of 
medicine  and  in  civil  life,  being  one  of  the  most 
variously  gifted  men  Albany  has  ever  had. 

Dr.  J.  W\  !Moore  entered  the  navy  in  '61  as  Asst. 
Surgeon,  and  served  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and 
Potomac  River  for  fourteen  months  as  Surgeon  of 
the  Flotilla,  participating  in  many  battles,  begin- 
ning with  that  of  Scwall's  Point,  the  first  naval 
battle  of  the  war.  He  was  in  the  same  tlect  with 
the  Monitor  during  its  fight  with  the  Merrimac. 
He  also  served  in  the  North  Atlantic  S(]uadron  and 
was  Fleet  Surgeon  of  the  St.  John's  River  Flotilla. 
For  six  months  he  was  with  the  frigate  Florida, 
which  was  fitted  out  to  cruise  for  the  Alabama. 
After  serving  for  a  vear  in  the  U.  S.  A.  General 
Hospital  he  returned  home  to  Cohoes,  where  he  has 
since  been  actively  engaged  in  private  practice. 

Dr.  J.  Savage  Delavan  was  appointed  Asst.  Sur- 
geon, 169th  Infantry,  in  '63,  but  not  being  mustered, 
owing  to  lack  of  numbers  in  the  regiment,  entered 
hospital  service  at  W'ashinplon.  After  a  time  he 
was  comini<si(jned  by  Gow  Buckingham  ist.  Asst. 
Surgeon,  ist  Connecticut  Artillery,  and  remained 


with  that  regiment  through  the  war,  declining  the 
surgeoncy  of  ist  N.  Y.  Cavalry,  offered  him  by 
Gov.  Seymour.  He  was  in  all  the  artillery  battles 
before  Petersburg  down  to  the  repulse  of  the  Con- 
federates at  Fort  Steadman,  and  was  at  the  "mine" 
and  the  taking  of  Fort  Usher.  Before  the  war  he 
was  for  some  time  Pension  i".xamining  Surgeon,  and 
was  again  appointed  after  the  war.  He  was  Vice- 
Consul  at  Geneva,  Switzerland,  for  two  years, 
i  Having  resumed  practice  in  Albany,  he  is  one  of 
{  the  physicians  to  the  Homceopathic  Hospital,  and 
has  been  one  of  the  three  State  Commissioners  of 
Health  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  since  it  was 
first  organized. 

Dr.  Herman  Bendell  served  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  and  of  the  Shenandoah  from  "62  to  the 
clo.se  of  the  war.  Fie  was  first  appointed  Asst. 
Surgeon,  6th  N.  Y.  Artillerv;  in  December,  '64,  he 
became  surgeon  of  the  86th  N.  Y.  Vet.  ^'ols.  During 
the  final  campaign  to  Richmond  he  was  surgeon 
in  charge  of  the  Depot  Field  Hospital.  He  was 
discharged  as  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel,  X.  Y.  V. 
After  the  war  he  was  Superintendent  of  Indian 
Affairs  in  Arizona  Territory,  and  has  now  for  sev- 
eral years  been  engaged  in  private  practice  here. 
He  now  holds  the  office  of  Pension  Examining 
Surgeon. 

Dr.  Samuel  B.  Ward  during  a  part  of  1S62  was 
in  the  service  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  on  trans- 
ports of  sick  to  northern  ports.  In  September  of 
that  year  he  became,  by  contract  with  the  Medical 
Director  of  the  Department  of  Washington,  acting 
Medical  Cadet,  and  afterward  acting  Assistant  Sur- 
geon. Having  obtained  his  degree  in  medicine,  he 
was  appointed,  after  examination,  Assistant  Surgeon, 
Xew  York  Volunteers,  bv  President  Lincoln,  and 
served  till  the  close  of  the  war.  He  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  National  Guard  since  1872,  being 
now  surgeon  of  the  Ninth  Brigade.  He  came  to  Al- 
l)any  in  1876,  and  has  since  been  one  of  the  faculty 
of  the  IMedical  College  and  connected  with  the  hos- 
pitals. 

I  Dr.  Charles  A.  Robertson  was  commissioned  Sur- 
j  geon  of  the  159th  X^ew  York  Volunteers  in  i562. 
I  He  was  at  Irish  Bend,  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson, 
j  Donaldsonville  and  ^''ermillion  Ba\ou.  Before 
I  Port  Hudson,  he  was  acting  Division  Surgeon  of 
i  Field  Hospitals.  He  was  on  special  service  through 
I  the  Teche  country.  Prior  to  the  war  he  had  prac- 
!  ticed  ophthalmology  in  Bc>ston,  and  after  his  ser- 
i  vice  he  came  to  Albany  and  was- the  first  specialist 
■  in  this  branch  of  practice,  in  which  he  was  rcmark- 
ablv  skillful.  He  was  attached  to  several  hospitals 
I  and  had  a  large  practice  till  his  death  in  18S0. 
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Dr.  Thomas  Hclme,  of  McKownsville,  uasci  >m- 
missioned  Assistant  Surgeon.  i4Sth  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, in  November,  1S63.  His  grandfather  was  a 
revolutionary  soldier  and  a  prominent  man  in  Rhode 
Island;  his  fi\ther  was  in  the  war  of  18 12  in  some 
military  capacity.  In  1S65  Dr.  Helme  was  pro- 
moted to  Surgeon  of  the  85th  Regiment.  He  saw 
service  in  the  Carolinas  and  ^'irginia,  was  in  all  the 
battles  before  Petersburg,  and  at  the  taking  of  P'ort 
Harrison  was  wounded  while  on  a  charge,  so  that 
he  was  laid  up  for  several  weeks.  Otherwise  he 
was  on  active  service  to  the  close  of  the  war,  when 
he  returned  to  this  county,  where  he  is  still  in  active 
practice. 

Dr.  Charles  H.  Porter  was  made  Assistant  Sur- 
geon, 40th  New  York  Volunteers,  in  November, 
1862,  but  was  not  mustered.  In  January,  1863,  he 
was  commissioned  Surgeon  of  the  Sixth  Artillery,  to 
which  regiment  Dr.  Bendell  was  attached,  serving 
with  it  to  the  close  of  the  war.  being  mustered  out 
with  the  rank  of  Brevet  Colonel,  New  York  Volun- 
teers. He  has  since  practiced  in  Albany  and  for 
several  }  ears  has  been  one  of  the  pension  examin- 
ing surgeons. 

Dr.  Alexander  H.  Hoffcame  to  Albany  in  1853, 
and  was  Surgeon-General  from  1854  to  1856.  For 
several  years  he  was  examining  surgeon  at  the 
United  States  rendezvous  here.  He  entered  the 
army  as  Surgeon  of  the  Third  New  York  Volunteers, 
becom.ing  the  same  year  ^ledical  Director  under 
Gen.  Fremont,  and  Chief  of  Hospital  Supplies.  In 
1864  and  till  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  ^Medical 
Director  of  Transportation.  In  1S67  he  entered 
the  regular  army  as  Surgeon  and  Brevet  Colonel, 
United  States  Volunteers,  and  remained  in  the 
service  till  his  death  in  1876.  His  son  is  now 
Assistant  Surgeon,  United  States  Arm}-. 

Dr.  N.  L.  Snow  entered  the  service  as  Assistant 
Surgeon,  153d  New  York  Volunteers,  in  August, 
1862,  was  promoted  Surgeon,  February,  1S64,  and 
was  discharged  October,  1865.  He  was  in  the 
defense  of  Washington,  was  with  Sheridan  in  the 
Shenandoah,  and  with  Banks  on  his  Red  River 
campaign.  During  the  summer  of  1865  he  was 
Health  Officer  of  the  District  of  Savannah.  He 
pratticed  a  number  i)f  years  at  Canajoharie,  and 
about  1875  came  to  Albany.  He  has  hospital  and 
college  connection,  and  is  now  President  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Dr.  Albert  Van  Der  Veer  was  appointed  Medical 
Cadet  at  the  Ira  Harris  Hospital  in  June,  iS6i. 
The  following  \ear  he  was  maile  Medical  Cadet  in 
the  army,  being  one  of  the  original  one  hundred. 
He  served  in  this  capacity  at  Columbia  College 


!  Hospital,  Washington,  until  December,  1862.  when 
j  he  was  appointed  Assistant  Surgeon.  66th  New 
j  York  \'olunteers,  joining  his  regiment  at  Fal- 
j  mouth,  Va.  In  August,  1864,  he  was  promoted 
I  surgeon  of  the  same  regiment.  For  over  two 
I  years  he  was  surgeon  in  charge  of  one  of  the  oper- 
j  ating  tables  of  the  First  Division  Hospital,  Second 
I  Army  Corps,  during  the  time  also  having  charge 
I  of  locating  the  hospital  su[)plies.  building  winter 
I  quarters,  etc.  Fle  was  mustered  out  with  his  regi- 
!  ment.  which  had  participated  in  many  of  the  bat- 
i  ties  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  August,  1S65, 
I  and  returned  to  Albany,  where  he  has  since  been 
I  engaged  in  active  practice.  Since  1876  he  has 
I  been  a  member  of  the  -Medical  College  Faculty  as 
!  Professor  of  Surgery,  in  which  department  he  is 
[  pre-eminent  in  the  annals  of  Albany,  besides  hav- 
j  ing  a  very  extensive  general  and  consulting  practice 
j  in  a  large  region  about  this  city.  He  is  a  frequent 
I  contributor  to  medical  literature,  and  is  a  member 
of  many  home  and  foreign  societies,  being  at  this 
time  President  of  the  State  IMedical  Society. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Huested  sen-ed  as  Hospital  Steward 
of  the  1 13th  New  York  Volunteers  (Seventh  Heavy 
Artillery)  from  1S62  to  1S64.  the  regiment  being 
on  garrison  duty  near  Washington.  [March,  1S64,  he 
became  Assistant  Surgeon,  2i  >t  New  York  Cavalry, 
1  and  served  as  such  till  July,  1 866,  seeing  very  active 
service  in  the  Shenandoah  and  on  the  overland 
stage  route  north  of  Denver,  along  which  the 
regiment  was  diistributed  after  the  war.  He  has 
since  resided  in  Alban}',  ani.1  is  now  one  of  the 
faculty  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy. 

Dr.  George  H.  Newcomb  was  commissioned, 
j  August  1862,  Assistant  Surgeon,  ir3th  New  York 
I  Volunteers  (Seventh  Heavy  Artillery)  and  served 
j  with  it  till  May,  1865,  being  promoted  Surgeon, 
I  February,  1S65.  This  regiment,  which  was  raised 
!  in  this  CL  unty,  was  on  garrison  duty  at  Washington, 
and  saw  service,  in  all  of  which  he  participated, 
from  Spottsylvania  to  Peter-,burg. 

Dr.  George  T.  Stevens  was  Surgeon  77th  New 
York  Volunteers  from  October,  1S6 1,  to  December, 
1865,  and  was  present  at  nearly  all  the  battles  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  after  the  first  Bull  Run, 
and  of  the  Shenandoah  under  Sheridan.      In  1S62 
I  he  was  appointed  Operating  Surgeon  ot  the  Third 
Brigade,  and  during  periods  was  in  charge  of  the 
division  hospital.    After  the  battles  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, he  had  charge  of  wounded  olTicers  of  the 
I  Sixth  Corps,  who   were  taken  to  Fredericksburg. 
I   He  has  contributed  largely  to  the  surgical  history 
j  of  the  war  and  is  author  of  ••Three  Years  with 
I  the  Sixth  Corp-<."     He  practiced  in  Albany  for 
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several  years  after  the  war,  and  for  a  time  was  con- 
nected with  the  Medical  College;  he  now  resides 
in  New  York. 

Dr.  P.  M.  Murphy  entered  the  service  as  Assist- 
ant Surgeon,  134th  N.  Y.  V.,  March.  '64,  and  was 
mustered  out  with  his  reirimcnt,  June,  '65.  He 
was  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  in  the  South- 
east, with  .Sherman,  and  in  the  March  to  the  .Sea; 
he  participated  in  all  the  engaij^ements  of  the 
20th  Cor\)S — about  twenty-seven  in  all.  He  was 
commissioned  Surgeon  of  the  89th  Re^nment,  but 
not  mustered.  Since  the  war  he  has  resided  in 
this  city. 

Dr,  A.  A.  Edmeston  entered  service  as  Assist- 
ant Surgeon,  18th  N.  Y.  V.,  in  '61,  and  was  soon 
after  promoted  surgeon  of  the  gid  Regiment,  and 
served  through  the  war.  He  participated  in  many 
of  the  battles,  whose  names  are  familiar,  in  Vir- 
ginia and  North  Carolina.  Once  he  voluntarily 
accompanied  a  body  of  sick  and  wounded  men  to 
Libby  Prison  and  remained  there  several  weeks. 
While  in  the  army  he  contracted  chronic  diarrhoea, 
from  which  he  never  recovered  :  he  died  in  1871. 

Dr.  Frank  J.  Mattimore  was  appointed  Assistant 
Surgeon,  iSthN.  Y.  V,,  in  1862.  He  saw  arduous 
service  at  Antietam  and  the  disaster  of  Fredericks- 
burg. He  was  mustered  out  with  hi.-,  regiment  in 
1863  and  returned  home,  where  he  died  a  few 
months  later  from  the  effects  of  swamp  fever  v.  hich 
he  bad  contracted  in  the  service. 

Dr.  Wesley  Blaisdell  was  also  a  martyr  to  the 
war.  He  was  a  practitioner  of  Coe^  mans,  and  in 
August,  '62,  enlisted  as  Assistant  Surgeon,  113th 
N.  Y.  v.,  being  transferred  a  few  months  later  to 
the  75th  Regiment.  In  July  following,  having 
served  at  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson,  he  resigned. 
After  a  short  time  he  went  back  to  the  army  and 
was  sent  to  Newburn.  where  he  contracted  yellow 
fever,  which  terminated  fatally. 

Dr.  C.  B.  O'Leary  was  professionally  connected 
with  the  army  almost  throughout  the  war,  with  in- 
tervals, and  with  various  regiments.  He  was 
Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  25th  and  145th  Regi- 
ments, and  Surgeon  of  the  175th,  serving  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  and  at  Port  Hudson.  He 
returned  to  Albany,  and  died  here  in  1877.  His 
brother,  Dr.  D.  V.  O'Leary,  was  recently  health 
officer  and  is  now  postmaster  of  the  city,  being 
also  on  the  medical  staff  of  St  Peter's  Hospital. 

Dr.  Warner  Van  Steenberg  entered  the  army  in 
'61,  as  -Assistant  Surgeon,  ist  N.  Y.  Inf ;  a  year 
after  was  promoted  Surgeon  of  the  55th,  and  after- 
ward was  transferred  to  the  i2cth.  He  was  mus- 
tered out  with  his  regiment,  with  the  rank  of  Brevet 


Lieutenant-Colonel.  He  settled  to  practice  in 
Cohoes,  where  he  remained  until  his  death  in  1880. 

Dr.  P.  L.  F.  Reynolds  was  commissioned  As- 
sistant Surgeon,  169th  N.  Y.  v.,  September,  '62; 
I  he  resigned  December,  '63.      The  regiment  saw 
!  service  in  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas.     In  !March, 
'65,  he  received  a  coinrnis.-.ion  as  A.ssistant  Surgeon, 
j  94th  N.  Y.  v.,  but  was  not  mustered.    He  is  now 

I  practicing  in  .Albanv. 

I  ^  ' 

'  Dr.  William  H.  Craig,  then  a  practitioner  for 
eight  year^  in  this  city,  was  commissioned,  October, 

■  '62,  Surgeon  177th  N.  Y.  V.,  a  regiment  which 
was  raised  in  Albany,  to  serve  nine  months,  and 
seeing  service  at  Ponchatoula,  Scivique's  Ferry  and 
Port  Hudson.  He  remained  with  his  regiment 
until  the  expiration  of  its  service.    Since  the  war 

i  he  has  resided  in  Albany,  and  has  for  several 
I  years  held  the  office  of  fiostmaster. 
i      Dr.  Jephtha  R.  Eoulware    served  as  Assistant 
I  Surgeon  of  the  same  regiment  with  which  Dr.  Craig 
'  was  connected,  the  177th,  as  did  also  Dr.  Oscar 
Young,  who  resided  here  for  several  years.  Dr. 
Boulware  has  been  a  prominent  practitioner  in 
;  Albany  since  his  war  service,  and  for  a  time  was 
i  Surgeon  of  St.  Peter's  Hospital, 
j      Dr.  Henry  R.  Haskins  was  commissioned  -bur- 
geon of  the  1 9 2d  N.  Y.  v.,  which  was  partly  raised 
in  this  county,  in  February,  '65,  and  was  mustered 
out  in  the  August  following.      He  practiced  in 
Albany  till  his  death  in  1884;  was  for  several  years 
I  Professor  of  Anatomy  at  the  Medical  College,  and 

was  prominent  especially  as  a  surgeon. 
I  Dr.  Thomas  Beckett  v.  as  made  Assistant  Surgeon, 
j  25th  N.  Y.  Nat.  Guard,  .April,  '61,  and  served 
I  with  it  for  five  months  in  Virginia.  October,  '62, 
was  again  mustered  as  First  Assistant  Surgeon  4th 
I  Regiment  (Corcoran  s  Brigade^,  consolidated  with 
j  the  175th  N.  Y.  v.,  and  sent  to  Louisiana.  For 
I  a  time  he  was  detached  and  placed  in  charge  of  the 
I  sick  of  General  Emory's  Division.  He  accompa- 
I  nied  his  regiment  on  the  expedition  to  Plaquemine 
I  and  the  Teche  raid,  and  at  the  battle  of  Brisland 
was  three  days  and  nights  on  the  field;  at  Port 
I  Hudson  he  had  become  so  reduced  in  health  that 
I  he  was  discharged,  June,  63,  with  the  rank  of 
I  Brevet  Major,  N.  Y.  V.  In  '65  he  was  placed 
;  on  duty  as  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  at  the  Ira 

■  Harris  Hospital  here,  and  served  to  the  end  of  the 

'  war. 

I 

Dr.  Charles  P.  Staats  was  made  Assistant  Surgeon, 
I  67th  New  York  Infantry,  in  1863,  seeing  service  for 
a  year  and  a  half  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
1  After  being  mustered  out  with  his  regiment  he 
I  returned  to  Albany,  where  he  died  in  1884. 
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Dr.  John  H.  Wilbur,  now  a  practitioner  of 
Cohoes,  enlisted  in  the  44th  New  York  Volunteers 
in  1 86 1,  and  after  two  years'  service  was  discharged 
on  account  of  physical  disabilities.  In  September. 
1866,  he  was  commissioned  by  Gov.  Fenton  Surgeon 
of  the  io8th  Infantry,  and  served  till  the  regiment 
disbanded. 

Dr.  R.  H.  Sabin,  of  West  Troy,  received  a  com- 
mission as  Assistant  Surgeon,  Seventh  New  York 
Artillery,  but  was  prevented  by  domestic  affairs 
from  serving. 
.  Besides  these  there  were  a  number  of  Albany  phy- 
sicians who,  while  having  no  regular  regimental 
attachment,  saw  considerable  service  in  army  hos- 
pitals and  at  the  front  after  severe  battles.  Dr. 
Mason  F.  Coggswell,  a  practitioner  here  since  1833, 
and  having  held  various  offices  of  responsibility,  was 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  appointed  Examining  Sur- 
geon. He  was  surgeon  of  a  post  hospital  in  1862, 
and  served  as  volunteer  surgeon  after  the  battles  of 
the  Wilderness.  In  1S63  he  visited  hospitals  in  the 
West  with  Dr.  Thomas  Hun,  for  the  Christian  Com- 
mission. His  death  in  1865  was  attributed  partly  to 
his  hard  work  in  Virginia.  Dr.  J.  V.  Lansing  was 
examiner  of  recruits  here,  where  a  large  number  of 
regiments  were  organized.  He  also  served  as  con- 
tract surgeon,  or  acting  assistant.  For  many  years 
he  was  connected  with  the  college  and  hospital 
here  ;  he  died  in  1880,  while  surgeon  to  Danne- 
xnora  prison.  Dr.  Henry  March  was  assistant  volun- 
teer surgeon,  sent  by  the  State  in  186 1-2  ;  he  was  on 
hospital  service  at  Fortress  ^lonroe  and  at  Fred- 
ericksburg. Dr.  Wm.  H.  Bailey,  for  many  years 
a  leading  physician  of  Albany,  was  sent  to  Wash- 
ington and  the  army  to  look  after  the  welfare  of  New 
York  troops,  several  times  by  the  Governor  and  the 
Christian  Commission.  He  is  now  connected  with 
the  Albany  Hospital  ;  is  one  of  the  pension  exam- 
iningsurgeons,  and  a  late  president  of  the  State  Medi- 
cal Society.  Similar  special  service  was  rendered 
by  Dr.  John  Swinburne,  a  sketch  of  whose  life  mav 
be  found  on  another  page,  Dr.  Levi  ]Moore,  Dr.  J. 
L.  Babcock,  and  probably  others.  Dr.  Alden 
March  gave  his  valuable  services  to  the  inmates  of 
the  Soldiers'  Home  located  here.  Dr.  James. 
H^  Armsby  rendered  the  same  patriotic  service. 
Dr.  Ira  M.  Delamater,  Dr.  S.  H.  Freeman 
and  Dr.  A.  P.  Ten  Eyck  were  likewise  con- 
nected with  the  work  in  this  home  for  disabled 
soldiers. 

Besides  those  who  have  served  in  a  professional 
capacity,  there  are  a  few  among  the  physicians  here 
who  may  be  mentioned  for  other  service  during  the 
war. 


j      Dr.  O.  D.  Ball  enlisted,  November,  1861,  in  the 

j  Third  New  York  Light  Artillery  as  Quartermaster- 
Sergeant ;  in  1S64  he  was  commissioned  Scc<rnd 
Lieutenant,  and  a  few  months  later  was  promoted 
to  First  Lieutenant  and  assigned  to  duty  as  regi- 
mental quartermaster,  and  for  a  time  was  acting 
Assistant  Adjutant-General.  He  went  up  the 
James  River  with  the  army  under  General  Butler 
as  ordnance  officer,  and  was  engaged  in  the  pre- 
liminary battles  and  siege  of  Petersburg,  the 
battles  of  James  River  and  Wilson's  Landing.  He 
served  through  the  war  and  came  to  Albany  in 

I   1S74,  after  se\eral  years'  practice  in  Otsego  County. 

I  Dr.  Edward  E.  Brown  entered  the  service  m 
September,  1862,  as  First  Lieutenant  Fifth  New 
York  Heavy  Artillery,  and  was  promoted  Captain, 
serving  through  the  war.  He  saw  service  principally 
in  the  defenses  of  Washington  ;  was  engaged  in  the 
taking  of  Harpers  Ferry.  Since  graduating  at  the 
Albany  ]\Iedical  College  he  has  practiced  in  Bethle- 

j  hem,  and  now  is  settled  in  Albany. 

Dr.  E.  A.  Bartlett,  a  descendant  of  the  Dr. 
Josiah  Bartlett,  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, enlisted  as  private  in  the  Fourth 
United  States  Artillery  in  1863,  for  five  years, 
and  participated  in  twelve  engagements  of  the 
Department  of  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee. 
He  was  wounded  at  Pulaski  in  January,  1865. 
In  1866,  the  war  having  ended,  he  was,  through 
Senator  Harris,  discharged,  in  order  to  complete  his 
collegiate  education.  His  professional  life  he  has 
spent  in  Albany.  He  is  a  contributor  to  literature, 
general  and  medical,  his  latest  wi^rk  being  a  popu- 
lar brochure  on  cholera. 

Dr.  F.  C.  Curtis  enlisted  in  the  spring  of  1864, 
with  a  large  part  of  his  college  class,  as  private  in 
the  40th  Wisconsin  hundred  days"  regiment,  and 

I  saw  service  during  the  summer  chiefly  in  the  de- 
fenses o*"]Memphis. 

Dr.  Lewis  Balch,  although  not  in  the  army  dur- 
ing the  war,  may  be  mentioned  as  a  prominent 
medical  officer  of  the  National  Guard,  in  which  he 
is  a  senior  surgeon,  icth  battalion,  with  rank  of 
major.  He  is  connected  with  the  college  and  the 
hospitals  here,  and  is  now  health  officer  of  the 
city. 

I      As  complete!}'  as  possible  the  militar\'  history  of 
!  medical  men  in  this  county  has  been  presented  in 
recognition  of  the  imfiortant  relation  that  exists  be- 
tween war  and  the  science  of  medicine. 

During  this  century  the  city  and  county  have 
'  maintained  the  early  repute  for  heallhfulness,  the 
I  cholera  epidemics  already  referred  to  being  the  most 
I  notable  inroad  upon  it.    The  topography,  soil  and 
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drainage  arc  favorable  to  salubrity.  The  city  espe- 
cially is  aclinirably  situated,  with  its  succession  of 
slopes  and  valleys  draining  rapidly  into  the  all-ab- 
sorbing river,  and  it  needs  but  a  decent  attention  to 
artificial  aids  for  removing  waste  and  moisture,  with 
an  abundance  of  pure  water,  to  keep  it  the  healthiest 
city  in  the  world. 

The  various  metlical  institutions  which  have 
been  brought  into  e.xistence  during  the  century  are 
important  features  of  our  medical  history.  The 
Albany  IMedical  Cnllege  M-as  organized  in  183S, 
and  is  one  of  the  oldest  schools  of  medicine  in  this 
country.  As  early  as  1S21  Dr.  Alden  March  be- 
gan to  give  a  course  of  instruction  in  anatomy  by 
lectures  and  dissections,  and  continued  it  until  tlie 
organization  of  the  College  ;  for  ten  years  of  the 
time  also  holding  the  chair  of  anatomy  and  physi- 
ology in  the  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine.  He 
began  in  1S30  to  agitate  the  propriety  of  establish- 
ing a  college  and  hospital  here.  Soon  after  this 
Dr.  James  H.  Armsby  became  associated  with  Dr. 
March  in  his  private  school,  at  the  same  time  also 
lecturing  at  the  Vermont  institution.  He  delivered 
several  courses  of  public  lectures  on  anatomy,  and 
did  much  thereby  to  awaken  the  interest  of  promi- 
nent citizens  iu  the  subject.  Ihis  resulted  in  a 
meeting  of  citizens  in  1838,  at  which  the  prelimi- 
nary steps  were  taken  toward  its  organization, 
some  of  the  best  men  in  the  city  co-operating  for 
the  purpose.  Funds  were  subscribed,  a  faculty 
and  board  of  trustees  selected,  and  the  Lancaster 
school  building  leased,  rent  free,  of  the  Common 
Council.  The  first  course  of  lectures  began  in 
January,  1839,  to  a  class  of  fifty-seven  students, 
and  an  extensive  museum,  chiefly  contributed  by 
Drs.  March  and  Armsby,  was  displayed  to  the 
public.  This  museum  has  received  further  contri- 
butions from  Drs.  ^March,  Armsby,  McXaughton, 
Van  Der  Veer  and  others,  until  now^  it  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  country,  and  is  still,  on  stated  days, 
open  to  the  public.  During  the  lirst  few  }ears  Dr. 
Armsby  and  'Mr.  Amos  Dean,  who  was  professor 
of  medical  jurisprudence,  delivered  public  lectures 
in  the  evening,  which  added  much  to  the  interest 
in  the  institution.  In  1S41  the  Legislature  made 
an  appropriation  of  315,000  to  it,  and  subsequentlv 
$6,000,  and  the  citizens  of  Albany  contributed 
$10,000  for  its  establishment.  The  first  class  that 
graduated  numbered  thirteen,  .^ince  then  the  col- 
lege has  contributed  2,oco  men  to  the  medical 
force  of  the  country,  all  over  which  the\-  are  scat- 
tered, and  many  v)f  them  the  leading  men  of  their 
localities.    The  college  has  had  on  its  board  of 


trustees  the  first  citizens  of  Albany,  and  the  leading 
physicians  have  been  on  its  faculty  or  board  of 
curators.     Within  a  few  _\-cars  the  demand  for 
higher  education  has  l)een  met  by  the  requirement 
I  of  a  preliminary  e.Kamination  of  all  applicants  fur 
admission,  by  the  establishment  of  a  three  years' 
graded  course  of  study,  and  by  monthly  written 
examinations.     But  very  few  medical  schools  in 
this  country  are  thus  exacting  ;  this  one,  conse- 
j  quently,  stands  liigh.    The  final  examination  by 
I  the  faculty  is  a  written  one,  and  afier  it  the  gradu- 
j  ate  has  still  to  pass  another  by  the  board  of 
curators.    The  course  is  not  only  scientific  but 
practical,  by  the  exhibition  of  cases,  operations 
and  laboratory  work,    and  a  number  of  prizes 
j  stimulate  the  students  to  their  best  eflforts. 

The  following  is  a  historical  li.->t  of  the  college 
faculty  from  its  beginning  until  now,  in  the 
order  of  their  appointment :  Drs.  Ebenezer 
Emmons,  James  H.  Armsby,  David  ^NI.  Reese, 
Alden  I\Iarch,  Henry  Greene,  David  M.  McLach- 
lan,  Amos  Dean,  Esq. ;  Drs.  Thomas  Hun, 
Gunning  S.  Bedford,  James  McXaughton,  Lewis 
C.  Beck,  T.  Romeyn  Beck,  Howard  Townsend, 
j  Ezra  S.  Carr,  J.  V.  P.  Quackenbush.  Charles  H. 

Porter,   G.  F.    Barker,  Jacob  S.   ^losher,  S.  O. 
1  Vanderpoel,  James  E.  Pomfret,  John  V.  Lansing, 
j  H.  R.  Haskins,  Albert  Van  Der  Veer,  E.  R.  Peas- 
j  lee,  IMeredyth  Cl^mer,  W.  P.  Seymour,  George  T. 
-Stevens,  John  jNI.   Bigelow,   ?»Iaurice  Perkins,  Ira 
Harris,   P".sq.,    LL.  D. ;  Drs.    Willis  G.  Tucker, 
William  Hailes,  H.  E.  Webster,  M.  A.,  Drs.  John 
Swinburne,  Lewis  Balch,  Samuel  B.  Wartl,  John 
\  P.  Gray,  Edward  R.  Hun,  James  P.  Boyd,  Jr.,  C. 
j  S.  ?*Ierrill,  S.  O.  Vanderpoel,  Jr.,  Franklin  Town- 
i  send,    Jr.,   Frederic  C.  Curtis  and  Henrv  Hun. 
j  Of  these   a    few  had    but   a  short  connection 
1  with  the  institution,  and  a  few  were  non-residents 
j  of  this  citv. 

I  On  the  present  faculty  are  :  Dr.  Thomas  Hun, 
I  LL.  D. ,  Dean,  and  Dr.  S.  O.  Vanderpoel,  LL.  D., 
j  both  Emeritus  Professors:  Dr.  Albert  Van  Der  Veer, 

Surgery;  Dr.  Maurice  Perkins,  Chemisiry ;  Dr. 
I  John  M.  Bigelow,  Materia  JSFcdica;  Dr.  Lewis  Balch, 
j  Ana/nmv  ;  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Ward,  Praclice  0/ Medi- 

cine;  Dr.    John  P.  Gray,  Psyc/to/ngical  M'edicine ; 

Dr.   James  P.   Bowl,    Obstetrics  and  Gynecology; 

Dr.  Willis  G.  Tucker,  Chemistry ;  Dr.  William 
i  Hailes,  Histology ;  Dr.  C.  S.  Merrill,  Diseases  0/ 

the  Eye  and  Ear;  Dr.  Franklin  Tow  nsend,  Physic 

ology ;  Dr.  Frederic  C.  Curtis,  Diseases  0/  the 
■   Skin,   and   Dr.    Henry  Hun,   Xemms  Diseases. 

Dr.  Henry  March  is  Curator  of  the  ^Museum,  Dr. 
'  E.  Van  Slyke,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  and  Dr. 
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S.  R.  ^Morrow,  Lecturer  on  Suri;ery.  Dr.  A.  L. 
Carroll,  Secretary  of  the  State  I>uaril  of  Health, 
has  also  delivered  a  course  of  lectures  on  Hygiene. 
Most  of  the  faculty  are  connected  with  one  or  more 
of  the  hospitals  of  the  city.  In  years  past  summer 
courses  of  lectures  have  been  given,  at  which  many 
of  the  physicians  of  the  city  have  assisted  the  regu- 
lar faculty.  These  are  now  suspentled,  and  the 
regular  course  of  si.x  months  lasts  from  early  in 
September  till  March.  The  Curators  of  the  Col- 
lege are  :  Drs.  Samuel  H.  Freeman,  William  H. 
Craig  and  Norman  L.  Snow,  of  Albany,  Dr.  James 
D.  P'eatherstonhaugh,  of  Cohoes,  and  Dr.  Barent 
A.  Mynderse,  of  Schenectady. 

The  college  owns  a  valuable  library,  particularly 
rich  in  rare  old  works,  much  of  which  was  selected 
by  Dr.  T.  Romeyn  Beck.  It  has  laboratories  that 
are  extensive  and  complete,  having  been  recently 
rebuilt.  Alumni  Hall,  a  wing  of  the  college,  is  a 
gathering  place  for  all  medical  organizations,  its 
walls  being  covered  with  portraits  of  members  of 
the  County  Medical  Society.  There  is  a  large 
Alumni  Association,  holding  annual  meetings  on 
commencement  days,  through  whose  members  the 
college  gets  much  of  its  patronage. 

The  Albany  College  of  Pharmacv  is  another 
medical  institudon  that  deserves  mention.  Like 
the  Medical  College,  it  is  a  department  of  LTnion 
University  by  the  Board  of  Governors  of  which  it 
was  created  in  1881.  Its  course  extends  over  two 
years,  lectures  being  given  in  the  evening.  It  is 
required  of  the  students  to  spend  four  years  with  a 
reputable  pharmacist.  The  faculty  consists  of  Dr. 
Willis  G.  Tucker,  Dr.  A.  B.  Huested  and  Mr.  G. 
Michaelis.  The  late  Dr.  ^losher  was  connected 
with  it  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Albany  is  fortunate  in  the  possession  of  sev- 
eral hospitals,  a  flict  which  speaks  well  for  its 
benevolent  spirit.  Reference  has  already  been 
made  to  the  military  hospitals.  The  Albany  Hospi- 
tal was  founded  in  1849.  F^^"  the  first  few  years  it 
occupied  buildings  on  the  corner  of  Madison 
avenue  and  Dove  street.  In  1854  the  present  fine 
building  on  Eagle  street  near  the  ^Medical  College 
was  secured  for  it,  having  been  used  as  a  county 
jail  till  then,  and  remodeled  at  a  cost  of  over 
twenty  thousand  dollars.  This  was  largely  due  to 
the  unremitting  efforts  of  Dr.  |ames  H.  .\rmsby, 
to  whom  more  than  any  other  citizen  .-Mbany  is  in- 
debted for  its  educational  and  benevolent  institu- 
tions. He  gave  his  professional  services  to  the 
hospital  during  his  life,  and  raised  over  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  for  it  by  personal  applica- 


j  lion.  In  1872  a  large  addition  was  built,  and  with 
i  numerous  and  costly  improvements  since  it  has 
I  been  made  one  of  the  most  perfect  hospitals  pos- 
I  sible,  with  accommodation  for  about  150  patients. 
It  has  as  an  especial  feature  a  large  number  of 
private  rooms,  respectively  fitted  up  by  and  named 
after  the  various  Protestant  churches  in  the  city, 
and  no  hospital  in  the  country  is  so  homelike  to 
those  so  unfortunate  as  to  need  its  care.  Patients 
taking  private  rooms  may  be  attended  there  by 
their  own  physicians.  It  is  under  the  care  of  a 
board  of  fifteen  governors,  who  are  elected  annually 
by  the  members  of  the  corporation,  a  gift  of  fifty 
dollars  entitling  the  donor  to  a  vote  for  life.  It  is 
supported  by  private  contributions,  by  the  income 
of  an  endowment  fund  and  from  the  rent  of  private 
rooms,  and  by  the  payment  from  the  city  and  county 
towns  for  the  care  of  the  sick.  The  present  staff  of 
the  hospital  consists  of  Dr.  Thomas  Hun,  consult- 
ing physician  ;  Drs.  Samuel  H.  Freeman,  Joseph 
Lewi,  John  Nl.  Bigelow  and  Samuel  B.  Ward,  at- 
tending physicians  ;  Drs.  Albert  Van  Der  Veer, 
William  Hailes  and  Xorrnon  L.  Snow,  attending 
surgeons  ;  Drs.  Cyrus  S.  Merrill  and  Herman  Ben- 
dell,  eye  and  ear  surgeons;  Dr.  William  H.  Bailey, 
obstretrician  ;  Dr.  James  P.  Boyd,  gynecologist, 
and  Dr.  Frederic  C.  Curtis,  diseases  of  the  skin. 
I  The  hospital  has  a  dispensary  for  the  care  of  out- 
I  patients,  to  whom  advice  and  medicines  are  fur- 
nished gratuitously.  It  is  open  daily.  Several 
thousands  are  thus  treated  yearly. 

St.  Peter's  Hospital  was  opened  in  1869,  in  the 
building  on  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  North  Ferry 
street,  which  was  for  many  years  occupied  by 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  son  of  the  late  Patroon 
This  building  has  been  much  enlarged  by  more  re- 
cent additions.  It  is  in  charge  of  the  Sisters  of 
Mercy,  with  the  co-operation  of  an  advisory  board 
of  forty  jentlemen.  Being  near  the  railroads,  it  re- 
ceives a  great  many  cases  of  accident.  It  has  also 
a  dispensary  for  out  patients  to  which  many,  not 
only  from  the  city  but  from  neighboring  counties, 
come  for  treatment,  not  less  than  twenty-five  thou- 
sand persons  having  been  treated  gratuitously  there 
since  it  was  opened.  The  staff  of  physicians  con- 
sists of  Dr.  Thomas  Hun,  Samuel  B.  \\'ard  and 
Daniel  V.  O'Leary,  consulting  physicians  :  Drs. 
A.  Van  Der  Veer  and  Lewis  Balch,  consulting  sur- 
geons ;  Drs.  Henry  Hun,  Selwyn  A.  Russell  and 
T.  Kirk  Perry,  attending  physicians  ;  Drs.  S.  R. 
Morrow,  P.  J.  Kcegan  and  William  Hailes.  at- 
tending surgeons  ;  Dr.  J.  M.  Bigelow,  laryngo- 
scopy and  throat  diseases  ;  Drs.  C.  S.  Merrill. 
G.  A.  Munson  and  T.  F.  C.  Van  Allen,  ophthalmic 
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and  aural  surgeons ;  Drs.  James  P.  Boyd  and 
Franklin  Townsenti,  obstetric  surgeons;  and  Dr. 
F.  C.  Curtis,  pli\  sician  for  diseases  of  the  skin. 

The  Child's  Hospital,  one  of  the  most  effective 
institutions  in  the  city,  was  organized  in  1875.  It 
is  under  the  charge  of  the  Sisters  of  the  Order  of 
the  Holy  Child  Jesus.  A  board  of  lady  managers 
has  the  care  of  its  financial  management.  The 
total  number  of  beds  is  75,  three  of  which  are  en- 
dowed. It  is  mainly  supported  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions. On  its  medical  staff  are  Drs.  Thomas 
Hull  and  John  Swinburne,  consulting,  and  Dr. 
Lewis  Balch,  Henry  Hun  and  T.  M.  Trego,  at- 
tending physicians,  Dr.  C.  S.  Merrill  having 
charge  of  diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear,  and  Dr.  J.  W. 
Cox  of  the  homoeopathic  ward. 

The  Albany  City  Homoeopathic  Hospital  was 
chartered  in  1872,  and  in  1875  was  consolidated 
with  the  dispensary,  which  was  incorporated  in 
1868.  It  is  under  the  charge  of  a  board  of 
managers,  and  its  staff  includes  most  of  the 
homoeopathic  physicians  of  the  city.  The  institu- 
tion furnishes  accommodation  for  30  patients,  a 
large  part  of  whom  are  charity  cases,  although  it 
has  several  private  rooms  for  paying  patients.  Its 
support  comes  from  voluntarv  contributions  and  a 
yearly  appropriadon  from  the  city.  The  part  that 
homoeopathic  physicians  have  had  in  our  medical 
histor}'  will  form  a  separate  chapter. 

The  Alms  House  Hospital  and  Insane  Asylum 
has  capacity  for  the  sick  poor  and  insane  of  the 
county.  It  is  situated  at  the  outskirts  of  the  city, 
on  the  grounds  and  under  the  management  of  the 
Alms  House  officials,  Dr.  R.  H.  Starkweather 
having  its  professional  charge  as  city  physician. 

The  work  of  the  hospitals  is  very  well  supple- 
mented by  the  Open  Door  Mission  and  the  Hospi- 
tal for  Incurables,  the  youngest  of  the  benevolent 
institutions.  Their  purpose  is  to  care  for  the 
indigent  sick  and  crippled  who,  being  incurable, 
cannot  be  provided  for  by  the  hospitals.  Besides 
these  there  are  a  considerable  number  of  asylums 
and  homes  in  the  city  which  need  and  receive  medi- 
cal care. 

During  the  century  Albany  has  grown  nearly 
twenty. times  in  population,  Cohoes  has  become  a 
considerable  city,  and  West  Troy  a  large  village  of 
thirteen  thousand  inhabitants.  Instead  of  a  dozen 
physicians,  mostly  dwelling  near  the  site  of  Old 
Fort  Orange,  there  are  now  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  throughout  the  county. 
There  is  hardly  a  specialty  in  medicine  which  is 
not  ably  and  abundantly  represented  here.  These, 
with  the  hospitals,  the  medical  school,  the  medical 


journal,  the  exceptionally  central  and  accessible 
location  of  the  city,  and  a  body  of  general  practi- 
tioners of  as  high  character  and  capability  as  any 
in  the  countrv,  have  made  Albany  the  metropolis 
and  center  for  an  extensive  territory.  No  locality  is 
more  free  from  empyrics  than  is  this  city  and 
countv  of  Albany;  there  is  none  in  which  the 
esprit  Ju  corps  of  the  profession  is  better,  and  none 
in  whose  history  and  development  more  able  ,  and 
forceful  medical  men  have  borne  an  active  part. 
It  is  an  honor  to  be  the  chronicler  of  so  good 
representatives  of  a  profession  which  is  one  of  the 
most  useful  in  the  elements  of  human  weal  and 
advancement  Lack  of  space  has  pre%ented  the 
mention  of  many  who  should  be  spoken  of  and  of 
the  high  offices  that  have  been  held  ;  but  enough 
has  been  detailed  to  show  the  very  considerable 
part  the  profession  has  taken  in  bringing  this  old 
{)lace  to  its  good  position  in  history.  However 
rapidly  Albany  may  grow  in  the  future,  its  past  and 
present  gives  evidence  that  the  medical  profession 
will  keep  pace  with  it  in  strength,  energy  and 
capacity. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  INTRODUCTION  AND 
PROGRESS  OF  HO^[a-:OPATHY 
IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


BY  H.  M.  P.VINE,  JI.  D.,  OF  ALBANY,  N.  Y. 


This  historical  sketch  embraces  : 

I.  History  prior  to  the  organization  of  the  County 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Society. 

II.  History  subsequent  to  the  organization  of 
the  Albany  County  Homrcopathic  Medical  Society. 

III.  Abstracts  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society, 
showing  tides  of  papers  and  contributions  to  med- 
ical science;  also  the  position  of  the  society  regard- 
ing the  polemics  of  homoeopathy. 

IV.  History  of  the  Albany  City  Homojopathic 
Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

I.  HISTORY    PRIOR    TO    THE    ORGANIZ.VTIOX    OF  THE 

ALBANY  COUNTY  HOMCEOPATHIC  MEDICAL  SOCI- 
ETY'. 

The  homceopathic  system  of  medical  practice 
was  first  introduced  into  the  City  of  Albany  by  Dr. 
Augustus  P.  Biegler,  in  the  autumn  of  1837. 

At  that  early  period  only  a  few  persons  had 
heard  of  tlic  new  system,  and  a  still  smaller  num- 
ber of  its  adherents  were  willing  to  trust  it  in 
se\ere  forms  of  disease.    There  were  a  few,  how- 
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ever,  •who  were  thorough  converts  to  the  new  j 
method.  Their  confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  ho-  | 
moeopathic  treatment  was  such  that  they  adhered  ' 
to  it  alone,  even  in  the  most  rapid  and  dangerous  i 
diseases.  i 

Among  this  class  of  firm  believers  in  the  new 
system,  die  name  of  Rev.  Dr.  Myers,  pastor  of  the  i 
First  Lutheran  Church,  de.serves  special  mention.  | 
The  reverend  doctor,  at  that  early  day,  had  pro-  ] 
cured  from  Leipsig  a  number  of  homceopathic  rem-  i 
edies  and  a  small  book,  printed  in  the  German 
language,  giving  directions  for  the  proper  adminis-  | 
tration  of  the  medicines. 

By  these  firm  believers  in  homeopathy  Dr. 
Biegler  was  cordially  welcomed  and  zealously 
supported,  and  the  system  he  represented,  by  turn 
earnestly  advocated  and  fearlessly  defended.  j 

Dr.  Biegler  was  born  in  Prussia;  he  resided,  at 
the  time  of  graduation  from  the  University  of 
Berlin,  at  St.  Wendel;  his  diploma  is  dated  March 
29, -1832,  and  bears  the  signature,  among  others, 
of  Christian  G.  Hufeland.  He  received  letters  of  i 
recommendation  from  Dr.  Hufeland  and  others  to 
professors  in  another  German  university,  in  which 
also  he  pursued  medical  studies  subsequent  to  his 
graduation  at  Berlin. 

He  began  the  practice  of  homoeopathy  at  Albany 
in  November,  1837.  In  the  next  year  (1S38)  he 
passed  the  requisite  examination,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  membership  in  the  Medical  Society  of 
the  City  and  County  of  New  York. 

Dr.  Biegler  remained  in  Albany  until  the  spring 
of  1840,  when  he  removed  to  Schenectady,  and  in 
the  autumn  of  that  year  became  a  permanent  resi- 
dent of  Rochester,  IMonroe  County,  N.  Y. 

During  this  journey  westward,  which  occupied 
several  months,  Pr.  Biegler  delivered  lectures  on  ! 
homoeopathy  in  the  principal  cities  along  the  i 
route.  These  lectures  awakened  great  interest  in  | 
the  new  system,  and  resulted  in  the  addition  of  | 
many  converts  to  the  homa-opathic  method  of  ined-  | 
ical  treatment.  | 

Late  in  the  autumn  of  1840  Dr.  Biegler  left  I 
Rochester  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  Hahnemann,  1 
at  Pari.s.  He  remained  at  that  city  about  one  ' 
year.  As  a  testimonial  of  esteem,  Hahnemann  | 
presented  him  with  a  beautiful  carnelian  stone  I 
ring,  on  which  a  profile  of  the  head  of  Hahnemann  i 
was  engraved;  also  a  lock  of  his  own  hair,  with  a 
note  from  IVIadame  Hahnemann.  | 

After  his  return  to  this  country  Dr.  Biegler  re- 
sumed practice  at  Rochester,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1S49.  at  the  age  j 
of  59  years.    Dr.  Biegler  enjoyed  the  rare  oppor-  1 


tunity  of  a  long  personal  acquaintance  with 
Hahnemann. 

Soon  after  Dr.  Biegler  s  advent  Dr.  Rosenstein 
established  himself  at  Albany.  The  two  physicians 
formed  a  partnership  in  business,  which  was  termi- 
nated in  a  few  months  by  the  removal  of  Dr. 
Rosenstein  from  the  city. 

Dr.  Biegler  was  succeeded,  in  the  spring  of  i  S40, 
by  Dr.  Charles  Frederic  Hotfendahl.  Dr.  HoflTen- 
dahl  was  born,  June  28,  1799,  at  New  Branden- 
burgh,  in  Mecklenburg-Strelitz.  He  began  med- 
ical studies  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  at  tlie  St. 
Joseph's  Academy  of  Vienna,  a  training  school  for 
military  surgeons. 

In  1820,  having  passed  his  e.xamination,  he  was 
attached  to  an  Austrian  infantry  regiment  (entitled 
Wurtemberg)  and  accompanied  it  during  a  cam- 
paign in  Italy.  He  then,  in  182S,  finished  his 
studies  and  obtained  his  degree  at  the  ^Medical 
University  of  Berlin. 

It  is  probable  that  he  became  a  homa-opathic 
practitioner  soon  after  graduation,  having  previously 
acquired  a  knowledge  of  homoeopathy  while  in 
the  Austrian  army,  through  the  kindness  of  Regi- 
mental Surgeon  Schmidt. 

Dr.  HotTendahl  came  to  this  country  in  1837, 
and  settled  at  Philadelphia,  where  he  remained 
until  1840,  when  he  became  a  resident  of  Albany. 
He  remained  at  Albany  two  years,  and  then,  in 
1842,  removed  to  Boston,  ]\Iass..  where  he  died. 
April  24,  1S62,  at  the  age  of  si.Kty-three  years. 

In  1 84 1  Dr.  Isaac  M.  Ward,  of  Newark,  N.  J., 
came  to  Albany.  After  a  very  successful  and  re- 
munerative practice  of  seven  years,  he  retired  to 
New  York  in  the  autumn  of  1847.  Dr.  Ward  has 
long  since  retired  from  active  practice.  He  resides 
(1885)  at  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

Dr.  Charles  H.  Skiff"  came  to  Albam-  in  1S42. 
Dr.  Skiff"  was  born  at  Spencertown,  Columbia 
County,  N.  Y. ,  May  12,  1S08.  The  greater  part 
of  his  boyhood  was  sjient  with  his  grandfather, 
Nathan  Skitf,  on  Skiff"  ^Mountain,  in  the  town  of 
Kent,  Litchfield  County,  Conn.  He  was  graduated 
from  the  Berkshire  INIedical  College,  at  Pittsfield, 
Mass.,  September  5,  1832. 

After  the  death  of  a  dearly  beloved  daughter 
and  a  severe  illness  of  his  own.  during  which  he 
obtained  evidences  of  the  practical  superiority  of 
the  new  over  the  old  method,  he  fully  adopted  the 
homoeopathic  system. 

He  remained  at  Albany  less  th.^n  one  year,  and 
thence,  in  the  (aW  of  1S43,  removed  to  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  where  he  resided,  with  the  e.x- 
ception  of  two  years  spent  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ,  to 
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the  time  of  his  death,  in  1875,  at  the  age  uf  sixty- 
seven  years. 

He  was  the  first  physician  to  practice  homueo- 
pathically  at  New  Haven  ;  he  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Connecticut  State  Homujopathic 
Medical  Society,  and  also  one  of  the  original  mem- 
bers of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy. 

Dr.  Henry  D.  Paine  came  from  Newburgh, 
Orange  County,  to  Albany  in  1845.  He  formed 
a  partnership  in  business  with  Dr.  I.  M.  Ward. 
The  partnership  conunued  two  years,  and  was  ter- 
minated by  the  removal  oi  Dr.  Ward  to  New  York. 
Dr.  Paine  removed  from  Albany  to  New  York  in 
the  spring  of  1865,  where  he  is  still  (1885)  partici- 
pating in  professional  duties. 

Dr.  E.  Darwin  Jones  began  the  practice  of  ho- 
moeopathy at  Albany  in  the  spring  of  1 846.  He  had 
been  an  old-school  practitioner  several  years.  On  a 
careful  and  thorough  investigation  of  the  homceo- 
pathic  system,  he  became  convinced  of  its  superior- 
ity, and  immediately  adopted  it  in  practice.  At 
the  present  time  (1S85)  Dr.  Jones  is  still  engaged 
in  active  practice  at  Albany. 

Dr.  David  Springsteed  had  also  been  an  old- 
school  physician  several  years.  He  was  induced 
to  read  homneopathic  pubhcsti'^n*,  and  to  te«t  the 
utility  of  homoeopathic  remedies  in  certain  diseases. 
After  a  prolonged  examination,  involving  many 
practical  experiments,  in  the  spring  of  1846,  he 
openly  announced  himself  a  convert  to  the  new 
system.  Dr.  Springsteed  then  resided  in  the  town 
of  Bethlehem,  Albany  County.  He  removed  to 
the  city  of  Albany  in  1861. 

By  reason  of  advanced  age,  in  1880,  he  retired 
from  active  practice  and  removed  to  Saugerties, 
Ulster  County,  and  subsequently,  in  1S82,  to  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  where  at  the  present  time  (1883), 
although  feeble  in  bodily  strength,  he  is  enjoying 
the  evening  of  life  in  the  possession  of  all  his  men- 
tal faculties. 

Dr.  John  Alsop  Paine  began  practice  at  Albany 
in  January,  1847.  Dr.  Paine  was  born  at  Whites- 
town,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y. ,  July  10,  1795.  He 
received  an  academical  education  at  Clinton, 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  graduated  from 
the  -iNIedical  Department  of  Yale  College  in  the 
spring  of  1825. 

In  the  course  of  his  long  and  eventful  career  he 
engaged  successfully  in  practice  in  Volney,  Oswego 
County;  Paris,  New  Hartford  and  Utica,  in  Oneida 
Countv,  N.  Y.,  and  Newark,  N.  J.,  from  which 
place  he  removed  to  Albany.  He  remained  six 
years  in  Albany,  and  died  at  Lake  Forest,  111., 
June  16,  1871,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age. 


He  practiced  the  old-school  system  prior  to  the 
year  1844,  at  which  time,  being  detained  several 
weeks  at  Albany  tor  the  purpose  of  giving  evidence 
i  in  a  suit  to  recover  damages  for  injuries  received  in 
i  this  city  by  a  patient  who  had  been  a  long  lime 
!  under  his  care,  he  availed  himself  of  the  oppor- 
I  tunity  thus  afforded  for  witnessing  the  application  of 
j  the  new  system,  as  illustrated  by  the  practice  of 
I  Dr.  I.  Vi.  Ward,  at  that  time  a  resident  of  Albany. 
On  returning  to  his  home  at  New  Hartford,  he  at 
once  instituted  a  series  of  trials,  at  first  in  cases  in 
which  the  usual  old-school  remedies  had  failed. 
I  These  tests  resulted  in  demonstrating  to  his  entire 
j  satisfaction  the  availability  of  a  method  having  a 
I  far  wider  range  of  application — one  ofjcning  up  a 
]  greater  wealth  of  resources  in  its  applicability  in  the 
treatment  of  even  the  most  dangerous  and  rapidly 
fatal  diseases — than  any  he  had  hitherto  witnessed. 
These   advantages     he    quickly   perceived  and 
'  speedily  availed  himself  of  in  daily  practice,  and 
i  held  to  them  during  the  remaining  yearsof  his  pro- 
j  fessional  life  with  singular  tenacity,  seldom,  ex- 
cept under  the  most  urgent  necessity,  ever  resorting 
j  to  old  school  palliative  or  alterative  treatment. 

Dr.  Paine  was  elected  to  a  number  of  official  po- 
:  sitions  in  connection  with  the  medical  associations, 
j  old-school  and  new,  in  which  he  held  membership. 
He  was  a  skillful  and  successful  physician;  he 
was  genial  in  disposition,  judicious  and  exemplary 
I  in  his  daily  life.     His  influence  over  his  patients 
was  marked  by  characteristic  cheerfulness,  hopeful- 
i  ness   and  unusual    urbanity    of  manners.  His 
f  presence  in  the  sick  room  was  often  an  inspiration, 
i  prompting  a  taithful  co-operation  in  the  use  of  the 
j  remedial  measures  suggested. 

i      He  manifested  decided  originalitv  in  determin- 

i 

1  ing  the  active  as  well  as  the  predisposing  causes  of 
I  disease;  hence  his  opinion  regarding  the  diagnosis 
j  of  difficvlt  and  obscure  cases  was  frequently  de- 
I  sired  by  his  professional  associates, 
j      Dr.  Henry  Adams,  son  of  Dr.  Peter  C.  Adams, 
was  born  at  Coxsackie,  N.  Y. ,  July  6,  1787.  He 
pursued  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  super- 
vision of  his  father,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
the  twenty-first  year  of  his  age. 
I      During  the  war  of  181 2  he  was  appointed  sur- 
-   geon  in  the  American  army,  and  was  stationed  at 
Sackett's  Harbor,  N.  Y.    At  the  close  of  the  war 
he  returned  to  Coxsackie  and  resumed  practice. 

About  the  year  1846  he  was  persuaded  to  inves- 
tigate the  claims  of  homa-opathy,  and  was  not  slow 
:  to  accept  its  principles  as  an  improvement  upon  the 
old  method.     His  confidence  in  ihe  new  system 
I  never  wavered. 
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He  came  to  Albany  in  1848,  remaining  two 
years.  He  removed  to  Cohoes  in  1S50,  where  he 
resided  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
July  6,  1857,  on  his  seventieth  birthday. 

He  possessed  great  individuality  and  originahty 
of  metiiod.  He  was  firm  and  positive  in  his  con- 
victions, and  pursued  a  course,  once  decided  on 
after  mature  deliberation,  with  untiring  persever- 
ance. He  was  a  man  of  few  words.  His  thoughts 
and  opinions  were  expressed  in  strong,  terse  lan- 
guage and  laconic  sentences. 

Dr.  Horace  M.  Paine,  son  of  Dr.  John  A.  Paine, 
was  graduated  from  the  ?tledical  Department  of  the 
University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  in  March, 
1849.  He  at  once  began  practice  in  Albanj-,  re- 
maining until  1S55,  when  he  removed  to  Clinton. 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y. ,  where  he  resided  until  1S65, 
returning  that  year  to  Albany. 

Prior  to  the  year  1849  accessions  to  the 
ranks  of  homoeopathic  practitioners  were  from 
among  those  who  had  been  previously  engaged  for 
several  years  in  old-school  practice.  Dr.  Paine  was 
the  first  young  physician  who  began  the  practice  of 
homoeopathy  immediately  after  graduation. 

Dr.  Paine  at  the  present  time  (1S85)  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Albany,  and  is  engaged  in  active 
practice. 

In  1 85 1  a  physician  by  the  name  of  Brooks 
came  to  Albany.  He  had  been  an  old-school 
practitioner  fifteen  or  si.xteen  years,  and  had  re- 
cently become  a  convert  to  the  new  system.  He 
remained  at  Albany  two  or  three  years,  and  then 
removed  elsewhere. 

Dr.  William  H.  Randel  was  graduateil,  m  the 
spring  of  1 85 1,  from  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  im- 
mediately thereafter  began  the  practice  of  homoeo- 
pathy in  Albany. 

Dr.  Randel  visited  Europe  in  1867,  and  spent  a 
greater  part  of  a  year  in  observing  the  results  of 
treatment  adopted  in  the  principal  hospitals  in 
England  and  on  the  Continent.  Heisstill  (1885) 
a  resident  of  Albany,  and  is  engaged  in  active  pro- 
fessional duties. 

Dr.  James  W.  Co.\  was  graduated,  in  the  spring 
of  "1852,  from  the  Albany  ^tedical  College,  and  at 
once  began  the  practice  of  homcjeopathy  in  Albany. 
He  entered  into  partnership  in  business  with  his 
former  precept'^r,  Dr.  Henry  D.  Paine.  The 
partnership  continued  seven  years,  and  was  then 
dissolved  by  mutual  consent.  Dr.  Co.\  subse- 
quently formed  a  partnership  with  Dr.  John  S. 
Delavan.  Dr.  Co.x  is,  at  the  present  time  (1885), 
engaged  in  practice  in  Albany. 


j   -  Dr.  C.  G.  Bryant  was  graduated,  in  the  spring  of 
1S52.  from  the  Albany  IMedical  College.     He  as- 
sociated himself  in  business  with  hi.i  former  precep- 
tor, Dr.  D.  Springsteed.     He  remained  one  year  in 
I  Albany,  and  then  rc-moved  to  San  FranciscOj  wiiere 

he  died  in  1S66. 
\  Dr.  Lester  M.  Pralt,  of  Fulton,  Oswego  County, 
j  N.  Y. ,  came  to  Albany  in  August,  1854.  He 
j  was  graduated  in  the  spring  of  that  year  from  the 
j  Homuoopathic  [Medical  College  of  Philadelphia. 
He  formed  a  partnership  in  business  with  Dr.  H. 

Fame,  which  continued  one  year,  and  was  termi- 
nated by  the  removal  of  Dr.  Paine  to  Clinton, 
I  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.     Dr.   Pratt  has,  on  two 
I  occasions,  entered  into  partnership  with  Dr.  John 
I  S.  Delavan.     Dr.  Pratt,  at  the  present  time  ( 1 885 ), 
[  is  engaged  in  active  practice  at  Albany, 
j      Dr.   George   H.  Billings   was   graduated  from 
I  Castleton  [Medical  College  in  1857,  and  the  same 
year  began  the  practice  of  homoeopathy  at  Cohoes. 
He  remained  at  Cohoes  seven  years,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Brooklyn.     He  returned  to  Cohoes  in 
1870,  where  he  is  now,  in  1885,  engaged  in  active 
professional  duties. 
I      These  seventeen  physicians,  the  pioneers  of  our 
'  school  in  Albany  County,  espoused  the  homeo- 
pathic system  when  its  very  name  was,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  dominant  school,   a  s^nonvm  of 
reproach,  and,   as  indicative  on  the  part  of  the 
;  homoeopathist,  of  a  deficiency  of  sound  judgment. 
Homoeopathists  were  regarded  as  visionar_\"  in  their 
conceptions  and  superficial  in  their  attainments. 
[Many  of  the  pioneers  of  homct' )pathv,  however, 
i  were  men  of  profound  learning;  they  were  ripe 
:  scholars,  and  were  in  tull  possession  of  all  those 
!  mental  qualities  required  for  originality  of  thought 
and  independence  of  action. 

At  that  early  day  the  opposition  to  homa^opathv 
was  intense.  The  intimation  of  the  slightest  predilec- 
i  tion  toward  the  new  system  was  sure  to  cover  the  of- 
fender with  r)bloquy,  and  ultimately  result  in  al- 
most   complete    professional    ostracism.  The 
I  homcjeopathist  was   speedily   expelled    from  the 
medical  organizations  to  which  he  belonged,  and 
j  was  henceforth  debarred  all  professional  fellowship 
\  with  his  former  medical  associates.     Hence,  to 
I  break  away  from  esteemed  friends,  and  to  exclude 
j  one's  self  from  the  fellowshij)  of  those  whose  aid 
I  would  be  frequently  extremely  desirable,  was  a  test 
I  of  courage  and  self-reliance  to  which  few  were  willing 

to  subject  them.selves. 
;      It  has  been  repeatedly  asserted  that  the  early 
j  homoeopathists  renounced  the  old-.school  system  of 
'  practice  on  account  of  the  probable  pecuniary  ad- 
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vantages  to  be  gained  thereby.  The  pioneers 
themselves,  however,  are  conscious  of  being  un- 
influenced by  mercenary  motives.  They  adopted 
the  homojopathic  s}'stem  onl}' after  repeated  trials 
had  proved  its  superior  curative  ad\antages,  and 
they  adhered  to  it  in  the  confident  expectation  that 
these  points  of  intrinsic  excellence  would  ultimately 
establish  its  claims  for  public  recognition  and  general 
adoption. 

They  broke  away  from — nay,  rather  were  driven 
out  of — the  old-school  because  they  believed  that 
they  could  more  eftectively  serve  the  public;  they 
were  confident  of  accomplishing  better  results  in 
practice;  of  saving  a  larger  propi:)rtion  of  human 
life,  and  of  contributing  to  the  diminution  of  the  du- 
ration and  intensity  of  diseases  which  afilict  man- 
kind. Whether  their  reward  would  come  during 
their  life  time  they  could  not  foretell;  but  of  its 
coming  at  some  future  day  they  had  no  reason  to 
doubt. 

And  when  they  relinquished  the  old  method  it 
was  a  radical  and  entire  separation.  Indeed,  the 
completeness  of  the  renunciation  of  old-school 
methods  is  a  marked  characteristic  of  many  of 
the  earlier  converts  to  homoeopathy.  They  appeared 
to  have  a  morbid  dread  of  even  an  occasional 
resort  to  the  milder  cathartics  and  narcotics,  which 
the  younger  homceopathists — those  who  have  had 
a  shorter  practical  knowledge  of  the  old  methods 
— have  never  experienced. 

When  they  gave  up  the  old  system,  they  re- 
nounced it  wholly;  when  they  adopted  the  new, 
there  was  no  reservation  at  any  point  in  favor  of 
the  old.  There  was  no  blending  of  the  two  op- 
posite systems.  The  new  method,  to  them, 
seemed  to  act  more  in  harmony  with  natural  con- 
servative forces,  hence  was  considered  preferable  in 
all  curable  diseases. 

A  review  of  the  work  accomplished  by  these 
pioneers  of  our  school  in  Albany  County,  even  at 
this  early  period,  shows  that  their  confidence  in 
the  new  system  was  well  founded,  and  that  we 
are,  at  the  present  day.  measurably  enjoying  the 
fruition  of  their  self-sacriHcing  labor. 

Nine  of  the  seventeen  are  still  living,  and  with 
one  or  two  exceptions  all  are  engaged  in  the 
acti_^ve  duties  of  professional  life. 

II.  —  HISTORY  SUBSEQUENT  TO  THE  ORGANIZATION  OF 
THE  ALBANY  COUNTY  HO.MrEOPATH IC  MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 

The  development  and  progress  of  the  homceo- 
pathic  school  is  indicated,  approximately  at  least, 
by  the  growth  and  influence  of  the  number  and 


standing  of  its  public  and  private  institutions. 
The  history  of  the  society  and  cognate  organiza- 
tions, therel'ore,  marks  the  advances  and  resources 
uf  die  school  and  measures  the  degree  of  public 
approval  and  adoption  of  its  system  of  therapeutics. 

The  Albany  County  Homceopathic  !Medical 
Society  was  organized  at  Albany,  January  24,  1S61, 
twenty-four  years  ago.  It  was  organi;^ed  under 
the  provisions  of  a  general  law  authorizing  the  for- 
mation of  county  homoeopathic  medical  societies, 
passed  in  1S57. 

The  names  of  the  members  of  the  society  are 
as  follows: 

1 86 1.  Dr.  David  Springsteed,  Albany,  1861, 
1862. 

1 86 1.  Dr.  Henry  D.  Paine,  Albany, 
1861.  Dr.  E.  Darwin  Jones,  Albany,  1863. 
1861.  Dr.  Lester  M.  Pratt,  Alban)-,  1864,  187S, 
1884. 

1861.  Dr.  James  W.  Cox,  Albany,  1867,  1S82, 
18S3. 

1 86 1.  Dr.  William  H.  Randel,  Albany,  1865. 

1862.  Dr.  J.  Savage  Delavan,  Albany,  1866. 
1864.  Dr.  William  S.  Baker,  Cohoes,  186S. 

1866.  Dr.  Horace  !M.  Paine,  Albany,  1S74. 

1867.  Dr.  Harman  Swits,  Schenectady,  1870. 
1867.  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Butler,  Albany. 

1867.  Dr.  J.  H.  A.  Graham,  Berne. 
1867.  Dr.  Heinan  B.  Horton,  Albany. 

1867.  Dr.  Joseph  N.  \\'hite,  Amsterdam,  1869. 

1868.  Dr,  James  F.  McKown,  Albany,  1877. 

1869.  Dr.  George  A.  Cox,  Albany. 

1869.  Dr.  P.  L.  F.  Reynolds,  Albany,  1873. 

1869.  Dr.  Nelson  Hunting,  Albany,  1876. 

1870.  Dr.  Edward  A.  Carpenter,  Albany. 
1870.  Dr.  John  Smith  wick,  Albany. 

1870.  Dr.  Stephen  H.  Carroll,   Albany,  1871. 

1871,  Dr.  Henry  G.  Preston,  Albany,  1872. 
1871.  Dr.  Phillip  I.  Cromwell,  Albany. 

1 87 1.  Dr.  Edward  C.  Howe,  New  Baltimore. 
1871.  Dr.  John  H.  Fitch,  Gallupville. 
1 87 1.  Dr.  Frederick  W.  Thomas,  Albany. 

1871.  Dr.  George  H.  Billings,  Cohoes,  1879, 
1880,  1881. 

1872.  Dr.  D.  A.  Cookingham,  West  Troy. 

1873.  Dr.  Charles  E.  Jones,  Albany,  1875. 
1873.  Dr.  Townsend  Bowne,  .\lbany. 

1873.  Dr.  William  E.  Milbank,  Albany. 

1874.  Dr.  Rufus  Reed,  Cohoes. 

1874.  Dr.  Catharine  E.  Goewey,  Albany. 
1876.  Dr.  Howard  L.  Waldo,  West  Troy. 
1S76.  Dr.  R.  B.  Sullivan,  Albany. 
1876.  Dr.  James  J.  Wallace,  Albany. 
1876.  Dr.  John  J.  Peckham,  Albany. 
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1876.  Dr.  William  H.  Van  Derzee,  Albany. 

1877.  Dr.  Edwin  B.  Graham,  Albany. 
1877.  Dr.  George  H.  Benjamin,  Albany. 
1877.  Dr.  John  N.  Bradley,  Adamsville. 

1877.  Dr.  G.  P.  H.  Taylor,  Stillwater. 

1878.  Dr.  William  H.  Griffith,  Albany. 

1878.  Dr.  Gertrude  A.  Goewey,  Albany. 

1879.  Dr.  Mary  G.  Pomeroy,  Albany. 
1879.  Dr.  George  E.  Gorham,  Albany. 
1882.  Dr.  Edward  L.  Crandall,  Albany. 
1882.  Dr.  Robert  Kennedy,  Green  Island. 
18S4.  Dr.  Walter  ¥.  Robinson,  Albany. 

The  first  seven  names  are  those  of  the  original 
members  and  founders  of  the  society,  those  who 
were  present  at  its  first  meeting  or  united  with 
it  during  the  first  year  of  its  existence  ;  the  figures 
at  the  right  indicate  the  date  of  election  to  the  presi- 
dency ;  those  at  the  left,  the  date  of  election  to 
membership  in  the  society. 

Of  the  founders  of  the  society,  all  are  still  living, 
and.  with  one  exception,  all  are  engaged  in  practice. 
Of  the  remaining  forty-three,  all,  except  four  or  five, 
are  living,  and  are  at  the  present  time  (18S5)  par- 
ticipating in  the  duties  and  bearing  the  responsi- 
bilities of  professional  life.  Of  the  whole  number, 
nineteen  are  residents  of  and  active  practitioners  in 
Albany  County. 

III. — ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SOCIETY, 
SHOWI.NG  TITLES  OF  PAPERS  AND  CONTRIBU- 
TIONS TO  MEDICAL  SCIENCE;  ALSO  THE  POSITION' 
OF  THE  SOCIETY  REGARDING  THE  POLEMICS  OF 
HOMCEOPATHY. 

Abstract  0/  Titles  of  Papers  Presented  at  Meetings 
0/ the  Society. — A  large  proportion  of  the  reports  of 
scientific  work  accomplished  by  resident  homoeo- 
pathists  has  been  published  in  books  or  widely 
separated  medical  journals,  hence  no  list  showing, 
even  ap[)roximately,  the  number  and  quality  of 
these  papers  is  obtainable.  Neither  do  the  records 
of  the  society  furnish  evidence  of  a  tithe  of  the  con- 
tributions to  current  medical  literature.  Refer- 
ence to  the  more  prominent,  however,  of  the  papers 
and  reports  presented  from  time  to  time  and  read 
at  its  meetings  show  a  wide  range  of  investigation, 
and  results  extracted  from  rich  mines  of  practical 
clinical  experience.    They  are  as  follows  : 

Diseases  0/  tlie  Throat  and  Air  Passages. — Car- 
bolic acid  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  laryngitis, 
April,  1S67;  nasal  catarrh  treated  by  inhalations, 
August,  1870;  hay  fever,  September,  1871;  chronic 
catarrh  of  the  air  passages,  Januar}-,  1S72;  pneu- 
monia, October,  1S74;  croup  and  diplitheria  differ- 
entially considered,  December,  1876;  malignant 


diphtheria,  July,  1883;  chronic  tonsilitis,  April, 
18S4. 

Diseases  of  the  Pelvic  Organs. — Improved  form 
of  speculum,  January,  1867;  carbolic  acid  in  the 
treatment  of  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri;  for  the  re- 
lief of  leucorrhceal  discharges,  and  for  chronic 
cystitis,  April,  1S67;  fissure  of  the  rectum,  January, 
187c;  intra-uterine  treatment  by  means  of  medi- 
cated suppositories,  August,  1871;  spermatorrhoea, 
three  papers,  September,  1871;  difficult,  tedious 
and  instrumental  labors,  September,  1S71;  puer- 
peral convulsions,  September,  1871;  enuresis  noc- 
turna,  December,  1871;  methods  of  intra-uterine 
treatment,  ^lay,  1872;  infiltration  of  urine  into 
cellular  tissue,  ]\Iay,  1873;  degeneration  of  the 
i  placenta,  July,  1882;  congenital  phimosis  in  an 
I  adult,  July,  1882;  hygiene  and  therapeutics  of 
uterine  and  ovarian  diseases,  January,  1883;  cases 
of  spasmodic  dysmenorrhoea,  January,  1883;  ap- 
paratus for  conveniently  applying  the  hot  water 
douche,  April,  1884. 

Cerebral  and  Xervous  Diseases. — Causes  of  in- 
sanity, September,  1S71;  paralysis  following  diph- 
theria, August,  1S77;  apople.xy,  August,  1877; 
tinnitus  aurium,  July,  1S82;  cerebral  congestion, 
simulating  yellow  atrophy  of  the  liver,  April,  1884; 
nervous  and  lung  diseases,  utility  of  erythrox}ion 
cocoa  in  the  treatment  of,  October,  1868. 

Diseases  of  the  Skin. — Carbolic  acid  applied  ex- 
ternally for  the  cure  of  scabies,  April,  1867;  taenia 
capitis,  April,  1S69;  varicella.  April,  1S78. 

General  Diseases. — Sporadic  cholera,. July,  1866; 
dropsy,  cases  of,  July,  1867;  intermittent  fever, 
August,   1871;   spinal  meningitis,  August,  1S71; 
lead  colic,  .August,  1871;  osteo-sarcoma  of  the  su- 
perior maxillary,  September,  1S71;  local  cellulitis, 
September,  1S71:  fungoid  tumor,  September,  1S71; 
I  records  of  two  post  mortems,  September,  1871; 
I  biliary  calculi.  September,    1871;    typhoid  fever, 
[  December,  1871;  tumor  in  the  region  of  the  sub- 
1  ciavian  triangle,  December,  1S71;  abdominal  tu- 
I  mor,   January,    1872;    cerebro-spinal  meningitis, 
April,   1872;  constitutional  predisposition  to  cer- 
I  tain  diseases,  April,  1874;  dysentery,  April,  1874; 
I  spinal  meningitis,  April,  1874:  record  of  prevailing 
I  diseases  for  six  months,  in  C  Mincction  with  mete- 
I  orological  observations  tor  the  same  period,  Janu- 
I  ary,  1877;  iris  versicola,  for  ilic  relief  of  sick  head- 
i  ache,  November,  1876;  ioJia  in  the  treatment  of 
I  syphilis  and  scrofula,  June,  1877;  cancer  of  the 
i  stomach,  July,  1S78;  traumatic  peritonitis,  April. 

1879;  the  utility  of  lycopus  in  the  treatment  of  di- 
j  abetes,  April,  1879;  the  importance  of  having  all 
I  plumbing  work  done  under  competent  supervision, 
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July,  1879;  the  applicability  of  massage  in  the  j 
treatment  of  certain  diseases,  April,  1879;  record  i 
of  a  post  mortem,  July,  1S82;  the  use  and  abuse 
of  tonics,   July,  1SS2;  the  deleterious  effects  of 
feeding  swine  slaughter-house  otTal,  October,  1SS2:  , 
typhoid  fever,  October,  1882;  urinary  analysis  and 
Bright's  disease,  January,  1883:  diabetes  insipidus, 
July,  1883;  typhoid  fever,  April,  1884;  therapeuti- 
cal indications  for  the  administration  of  pilocar- 
pine, June,  I S77. 

The  Polemics  of  Honueopathw — The  contest  be- 
tween the  old  school  and  the  homoeopathic  has 
been  a  long  and  bitter  one.  Homoeopadiists  jus- 
tify themselves  in  maintaining  adherence  to  the 
tenets  of  their  system  on  the  ground  of  its  superior 
qualities  when  subjected  to  practical  tests  in  the 
treatment  of  disease.  The  old  school,  on  the  other 
hand,  justify  their  hostility  to  homoeopathy  on  the 
ground  of  the  alleged  absurdities  of  its  princiiiles. 

Homcjeopathists  admit  that  the  theoretical  for- 
mulas promulgated  by  Hahnemann,  regarding  the 
smallness  of  the  dose  and  the  methods  by  which 
the  medicines  are  prepared,  are  strangely  absurd 
and  unreasonable;  at  the  same  time  they  hold  that 
these  absurdities  do  not  in  any  manner  represent 
the  principles  on  v/hich  the  homoeopathic  system  of 
therapeuties  is  constructed.  They  also  hold  that 
the  essential  elements  of  homoeopathy  are  reason- 
able, sound,  and  an  exemplification  of  a  natural 
law  of  cure. 

Heuce  they  further  hold,  that  the  measure  of 
liberality  within  the  old  school  ought  to  have  been 
sufficiently  broad  to  have  afforded  all  the  freedom 
required  by  homoeopathists  in  the  exercise  of  a 
right  which  every  educated  physician  should  be 
permitted  to  enjoy,  to  the  unrestricted  employment 
of  any  and  all  therapeutic  methods  extant.  In 
short,  they  hold  that  educational  qualifications 
alone  should  regulate  membership  and  standing 
in  medical  as  in  other  scientific  associations. 

Happily  time  has  softened  the  asperities  of  the 
old  school.  Indeed,  man_\'  of  the  objectionable 
features  of  old-school  practice,  which  mainlv,  on 
account  of  their  repulsiveness,  forced  the  homciio- 
pathic  system  into  existence,  have  long  since  been 
discafded,  and  many  of  the  essential  elements  of 
the  new  system  have  been  substituted.  All  are 
now  willing  to  admit  that  the  harshness  of  the  old- 
school  method  has  been  greatly  modified  since  the 
introduction  of  the  homoeopathic. 

The  history  of  the  Honireopathic  Medical  .Sicietv 
of  Albany  County  embraces  the  second  quarter 
centennial  covered  by  the  great  medico-ethical 
controversy  of  this  century.    Its  records  show  that 


the  members  of  the  society  have  been  active  parti- 
cipants in  the  work  of  securing  for  themselves  and 
their  system  a  legal  status  equal  in  every  respect 
to  that  of  their  old-school  rivals.  The  following 
e.xtracts,  selected  from  many  of  similar  import,  set 
forth  the  animus  and  purposes  which  have  success- 
fully controlled  the  active  participants  in  the 
polemics  of  homeopathy. 

The  first  extract  is  taken  from  a  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  a  meeting  held  December  9,  1S73. 
It  has  reference  to  the  refusal  of  the  American 
Public  Health  Association  to  admit  to  its  mem- 
bership Dr.  T.  S.  Verdi,  a  homceopathic  physician, 
residing  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

Resolutions  Proiesiing  Against  the  Illilerality  of 
the  American  Public  Health  Association. — How- 
ever undesirable  it  may  be,  we  are  very  frequently 
reminded  of  the  dissensions  among  medical  men. 
The  origin  and  progress  of  the  contest  between  the 
two  principal  rival  schools  demonstrate  the  fact 
that  all  overt  acts  of  intolerance  have  been  per- 
petrated by  our  opponents.  Homoeopathists,  in 
every  instance,  have  acted  on  the  defensive. 

It  would  appear  that  our  old  school  oppo- 
nents intend  to  continue  this  internecine  strife  until 
compelled,  by  force  of  public  sentiment,  to  recog- 
nize homoeopathic  physicians  as  equals,  and  en- 
titled to  all  the  amenities  of  professional  inter- 
course. 

The  only  question  at  issue  between  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  two  rival  schools  is  simply  one  in- 
volving a  difference  of  opinion  regarding  the  ap- 
plication of  remedies  in  the  treatment  of  disease. 
The  old-school,  according  to  the  recent  testimony 
of  professors  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  has  "no  general  law  "  on 
which  to  base  appropriate  treatment.  The  homoeo- 
pathic school,  on  the  other  hand,  founds  its  system 
of  practice  on  a  well-defined  and  philosophical 
principle,  which  is  applicable  in  a  large  per  cent- 
age  of  curable  cases  ;  hence  its  superior  suc- 
cess.   *    *  * 

Homoeopathists  are  clearly  entitled  to  member- 
ship in  the  National  .\ssociation.  They  and  their 
friends  in  all  parts  of  the  cc>untry  will,  if  necessary, 
throw  their  whole  influence  into  this  contest,  and 
wdl  continue  to  do  so  while  necessity  calls  for 
action.  The  old-school  fraternity  may  as  well 
conclude,  without  unnecessary  delay,  that,  in  all 
public  affairs,  they  must  consider  homa-opathists 
equal  with  themselves  in  every  respect,  and  entitled 
to  the  full  enj<_>)'ment  of  all  the  rights,  privileges 
and  immunities  accorded  any  portion  of  the  regu- 
lar medical  profession. 
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The  following  resolutions  weie  imanimously 
adopted  : 

Whereas,  Dr.  T.  S.  Verdi,  a  graduate  in  medicine, 
holding  diplomas  from  various  medical  colleges,  and  a 
practitioner  in  good  and  regular  standing,  has  been  duly 
appointed  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  by  the  President,  which  appointment  has 
been  confirmed  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  ;  and 

Whereas,  The  zeal,  energy  and  success  manifested  by 
Dr.  Verdi,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  has  received  the  merited  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  the  people  of  Washington  ;  and 

Whereas,  His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  the  r>i3trict 
of  Columbia,  duly  appreciating  the  services  and  integrity  of 
character  of  Dr.  T.  S.  Verdi,  appointed  him  a  special  san- 
itary commissioner  to  visit  European  cities  ;  and 

Where.\s,  Dr.  Verdi,  in  the  performance  of  said  official 
functions,  has  exhibited  in  his  recent  mission  to  European 
cities  unusual  ability  ;  and 

Whereas,  Dr.  C.  C.  Cox,  President  of  the  Board  of  Health 
of  Washington,  being  an  active  member  of  the  American 
Sanitary  Association,  has  proposed  the  name  of  Dr.  Verdi 
for  membership  in  the  same  ;  and 

Whereas,  Said  association,  at  its  annual  convention, 
held  in  New  York,  November  I2  to  15,  1S73,  declined 
to  elect  Dr.  Verdi  a  member,  for  no  cause  except 
adherence  to  homceopathy  in  his  private  medical  practice  ; 
and 

Wherea.=;,  Such  a  course  must  be  considered  arbitrary 
and  mischievous  ;  therefore, 

Rr:so!vcil,  That  any  asiociaiion,  the  object  of  which  is 
the  advancement  of  general  public  interests,  sanitary  or 
otherwise,  which  circumscribes  its  boundaries  of  member- 
ship within  the  narrow  limits  of  sects,  either  religious,  medi- 
cal or  political,  fails  in  its  mission,  and  subverts  the  very 
principles  of  its  existence  ;  is  contrary  to  the  genius  of  Amer- 
ican institutions,  being  a  direct  violation  of  the  great  prin- 
ciples \vhich  involve  the  very  foundation  of  free  govern- 
ment, and  is  guilty  of  a  course  of  action  as  pernicious  in 
principle  as  it  is  unwise  and  impolitic  in  practice. 

Resolved,  That  the  American  Health  Association,  in  re- 
fusing membership  to  two  officers  of  the  Board  of  Health 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  appointed  thereto  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  confirme  i  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  as 
proposed  by  Dr.  Cox,  President  of  said  Board  of  Health, 
has,  by  that  act,  subverted  the  advancement  of  sanitary 
reform  for  the  benefit  of  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  Drs  T.  S.  Verdi  and  D.  W.  Bliss,  being 
both  federal  officers,  exercising  their  prerogatives  of  office 
for  the  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  their  proscrip- 
tion from  the  Pul)lic  Health  Association  is  an  insult  to  the 
President  and  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Resolved,  That  ihe  unanimity  of  public  approval  in  the 
removal  of  Dr.  Van  Aernam,  late  Commissioner  of  I'ensions, 
Tor  having  attempted  to  raise  the  issue  that  adherence  to  a 
particular  creed  or  belief  should  constitute  a  qualification 
for  official  position,  clearly  demonstrated  tlie  ojiposition  of 
the  American  people  to  similar  acts  of  proscription. 

Resolved,  That  the  American  Health  Association  will  not 
be  entitled  to  receive  the* respect  and  moral  support  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  until  it  shall  have  removed  the  pres- 
ent sectarian  barrier  to  membership. 

Resolved,  That  this  society,  as  a  representative  of  a  large 
and  respectable  class  of  scientific  medical  practitioners,  repels 


the  insult  offered  to  the  school  of  medicine  to  which  it  ad- 
heres, and  calls  upon  all  just  and  fair  men  to  condemn  the 
illiberal  course  of  the  American  Health  Association. 

Resolved,  That  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Al- 
bany County  tenders  thanks  to  Dr.  C.  C.  Cox  for  his 
manly  defense  of  the  rights  of  men  before  the  American 
Public  health  Association,  and  for  his  scathing  denunciation 
of  partisanship  and  sectarianism. 

Resolved,  That  we  respectfully  request  the  members  of 
Congress  from  this  State  to  approve  the  legal  recognition  of 
the  Ariierican  Health  Association,  only  when  convinced  that 
the  articles  of  incorporation  embrace  a  provision  prohibiting 
the  exclusion  of  members  on  account  of  adhesion  to  any 
preferred  theory  of  medical  treatment. 

Resolutions  AdvocatingEqual Reprcsentalion  of  Old-School 
and  Homceopalhlc  Fhysicians  in  a  State  Board  of  Health. 
Whereas,  Strenuous  efforts  have  been  made  during  the 
past  few  years  to  enact  a  law  creating  a  State  Board  of 
Health,  so  constructed  as  to  provide  for  the  appointment 
in  said  board  of  old-school  physicians  only  ;  and 

Whereas,  No  good  reason  exists  why  the  control  of  all 
the  sanitary  affairs  of  the  State  should  be  intrusted  to  one 
school  of  physicians,  to  the  exclusion  and  detriment  of  an- 
other ;  and 

Where.vs,  Such  exclusive  control  would  indirectly  estab- 
lish a  sectarian  medical  monopoly  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  while  we  earnestly  advocate  the  enact- 
ment of  such  sanitary  measures  as  have  for  their  end  the 
prevention  of  diseases  and  lengthening  of  human  life,  we 
earnesdy  protest  against  the  passage  of  any  health  bill,  pro- 
viding for  the  appointment  of  medical  men,  which  does  not 
recognize  an  equal  numerical  representation  by  name  of 
the  two  dominant  systems  of  medical  practice. 

Resolved,  That  we  cordially  assent  to,  and  respectfully 
request  the  passage,  by  the  next  State  Legislature,  of  a  law 
securing  equal  representation  from  both  the  old-school  and 
homoeopathic  schools  of  medicine. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded 
to  State  ofticers,  members  of  the  legislature,  officers  of 
State  and  County  medical  societies  and  their  legislative 
committees  ;  also,  to  the  committee  on  Legislation  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Homueopathy. 

IV.  HISTORY    OF     THE     ALBANY  CITY  H0M(E0P.\TH1C 

HOSPITAL  AND  DISPENSARY. 

Two  public  charitable  institutions,  a  hospital 
and  a  dispensary,  now  united  and  maintained  as  a 
single  organization,  have  been  opened  and  suc- 
cessfully conducted  by  the  homoeopathic  profession 
of  Albany. 

A  proposition  to  open  a  public  homoeopathic  free 
dispensary  was  first  made  at  a  meeting  of  the  Albany 
County  Homceopatluc  Medical  Society,  held  early  in 
the  year  1865.  During  the  following  two  years 
various  plans  were  oflered  and  an  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject was  sustained,  which  culminated,  in  the  fall 
of  1867,  in  the  establishment  of  a  free  dispensary,  at 
that  time  the  only  public  institution  in  Albany  lor 
furnishing  gratuitous  medical  service  and  medicines 
to  those  who  choose  to  avail  themselves  of  its 
advantages. 
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Since  the  organization  of  the  dispensary,  seven- 
teen years  ago,  it  has  gratuitously  afforded  medical 
and  surgical  aid  to  more  than  sixty  thousand  appli- 
cants. It  is,  at  the  present  time  (18S5),  in  as 
flourishing  a  condition  as  at  any  period  since  its  es- 
tablishment, the  number  of  prescriptions  ranging 
from  three  to  five  hundred  per  month. 

The  dispensary  service  soon  revealed  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  applicants  required  hospital  accom- 
modations. With  a  view,  therefore,  of  enlarging 
its  usefulness,  and  placing  its  work  and  operations 
upon  a  permanent  foundation,  a  building  v/as  pur- 
chased in  the  summer  of  1872,  and  supplied  with 
the  requisites  for  both  dispensary  and  hospital  uses. 
The  building  at  first  selected  having  been  found 
undesirable,  in  1875  a  larger  and  more  suitable 
one  was  provided. 

The  present  hospital  and  dispensary  building  is 
centrally  and  conveniently  located  at  123  North 
Pearl  street;  is  large  and  complete  in  its  appoint- 
ments, and  is  provided  with  all  suitable  appliances 
for  accommodating  upward  of  fifty  patients. 

There  are  enrolled  upon  its  staff  the  names  of  all 
the  resident  homosopalhic  physicians  in  Albany, 
and  in  addition  thereto,  two  of  Albany's  ablest  old- 
school  surgeons;  a  fact  which  clearly  indicates  the 
obliteration  of  sectarian  barriers  to  unrestricted  pro- 
fessional fellowship. 

The  resources  of  both  the  hospital  and  dispen- 
sary are  derived  from  sums  appropriated  by  the  city 
goverment  and  from  private  sources.  Although 
these  institutions  are  incumbered  with  a  debt  of 
several  thousand  dollars,  the  income  has  been 
hitherto  sufficient  to  meet  all  claims  for  current 
expenses. 


ALBANY  CO.  ECLECTIC  MEDICAL 
■  SOCIETY. 

In  compliance  with  the  act  for  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  Eclectic  ]\Iedical  Society  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  which  was  incorporated  April  24, 
1865,  and  by  the  written  advice  of  the  honorable 
secretary  of  that  body,  under  date  of  May  19,  1874, 
and  in  pursuance  of  a  cordial  invitation,  the  friends 
of  medical  reform  assembled  at  the  office  of  Dr. 
Robert  Liston,  in  the  City  of  Albany,  June  i,  1874, 
to  organize  a  County  Eclectic  Medical  Society, 
auxiliary  to  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  Dr.  R.  Liston  was  appointed 
to  the  chair,  and  Dr.  John  Wilson,  secretary.  The 
constitudon  of  the  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society 
was  read  and  approved,  and  a  constitution  and  by- 
laws were  presented  and  adopted.     After  signing 


these  papers,  the  following  officers  were  elected  for 

the  ensuing  year  : 

President,   R.   Liston,   M.  D. ;  Vice-President, 

J.  T.  Johnson,  M.  D. ;  Secretary,  N.  S.  Dean; 
j  Treasurer,  Dr.  W.  S.  Filkins.  The  secretary  was 
I  ordered  to  file  in  the  County  Clerk's  office  a  copy 
I  of  these  proceedings,  with  a  list  of  the  1 7  corporate 
I  members. 

j      The  County  Society  presented  a  petition  to  the 
1  State  Society  at  its  meeting,  October  22,  1S74, 
j  for  recognition  as  an  Auxiliary  Society,  signed  by 
R.  Liston,  :\I.  D.,  S.  J.  Birch,  M.  D.,  J.  F.  Neef, 
ls\.  D.,  which  was  granted  on  the  same  day. 

The  regular  meetings  now  are  four  in  each  year, 
on  the  first  Thursdays  in  January,   April,  July, 
j  October.    Membership  now  is  23.    Of  these,  the 
I  following  practice  and  reside  in  Albany  County  : 
j      A.  Cullen,  West  Troy, 
j      James  Douglass,  West  Troy. 

Morgan  L.  Filkins,  Albany. 

Welcome  L.  Filkins,  Albany. 

Isaac  Finch,  Rensselaerville. 

Jacob  F.  Neef,  Albany, 
i      Gustave  B.  Schill,  Albany, 
j      John  H.  \\'ilbur,  Cohoes. 

John  Wilson,  Albany. 


FEMALE  PHYSICIANS. 

The  practice  of  medicine  in  Albany  by  females 
properly  educated  dates  in  1873,  only  12  years 
ago.  Up  to  about  that  time,  the  prejudice,  not 
only  of  most  male  physicians,  but  of  the  people 
generally,  was  very  strong  against  them.  But  the 
few  who  have  settled  in  praclice  have  come  so 
well  prepared,  and  have  pursued  their  work  so 
courageously,  and  yet  so  modestly  and  skillfully, 
that  they  have  disarmed  prejudice  and  taken 
respectabli  rank  in  the  profession  and  in  society. 

Dr.  ]Mary  DuBois  was  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  She  was  reared  in  affluence  and  in  the  en- 
joyment of  educational  advantages  of  the  highest 
order.  In  1870,  she  received  her  degree  of  M.  D. 
at  the  Woman's  College  in  Philadelphia.  The  two 
years  following  she  spent  in  a  Boston  hospital  as 
house  physician.  She  came  to  this  city  in  1873, 
where  she  has  ever  since  been  actively  engaged  in 
an  extensive  practice. 

Dr.  Catherine  E.  Goewey  came  soon  after,  and 
has  secured  a  valuable  practice  in  the  homeopathic 
school  by  her  skill  and  energy.  She  is  a  native  of 
this  State,  and  graduated  from  the  Woman's 
Homoeopathic  College  in  New  York  City. 
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Dr.  Harriet  A.  Woodward  is  of  English  descent, 
sprung,  as  it  were,  from  a  family  of  doctors,  her 
grandfather  and  tliree  uncles  having  been  educated 
in  medicine  at  Oxford  University,  Old  England. 
The  doctor  was  born  in  1840.  in  Hector,  X.  Y.,  and 
early  received  a  thorough  training  in  the  usual 
English  branches  and  some  of  the  higher  branches, 
with  Latin.  She  has  always  cultivated  a  fondness 
for  history  and  natural  science.  In  1868  she  began 
the  study  of  medicine  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
A.  B.  Smith,  uf  the  Hygienic  Institute,  Geneva, 
N.  Y.  In  1872  she  entered  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  at  the  Syracuse  University,  where  she 
graduated  in  1875,  ^^''^'^  honors.  She  came  to 
Albany  the  same  year;  was  admitted  to  member- 
ship in  the  County  Medical  Society;  also  to  the 
Academy  of  ]\Iedicine,  where  she  held  office  for  two 
terms,  first  as  secretary,  then  as  treasurer ;  was 
also  one  of  the  Board  of  Censors  in  the  County 
Society,  and  delegate  to  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. She  stills  holds  her  membership  in  the 
society,  and  is  in  active  and  successful  practice  in 
her  chosen  profession. 

Dr.  Laurentine  Rouchel  was  born  in  France, 
in  1846  ;  came  to  the  United  States  with  her 
parents  when  very  young  ;  received  lier  early  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  and  in  the  Lowville 
Academy.  Tuition  in  the  French  and  German 
she  received  from  private  native  teachers,  and  speaks 
both  languages  fluently.  She  began  the  study  of 
pharmacy  and  medicine  in  1879,  in  St.  Elizabeth's 
Hospital,  Utica,  N.  Y. ,  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Edwin  Hutchinson,  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  in- 
stitution ;  continued  her  studies  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Dr.  John  F.  Oakes,  of  Rochester  ;  then 
graduated  from  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  Buffalo.  She  began  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  Croghan,  Lewis  County,  and  has 
continued  the  same  in  this  city  since  iSSr. 

Dr.  Anna  Goewey  practiced  here  some  five  vears 
ago  ;  then  went  to  New  York.  ^Nlrs.  Carr  is  now 
in  practice  here  as  a  homceopathist. 


JEPTHA  RICHARD  BOULWARE. 

Jepth.x  Richard  Boulware,  a  distinguished 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Albany,  was  Ijorn  in 
Franklin  County,  Kentucky.  His  parents,  whose 
ancestors  came  from  Scotland,  were  both  natives 
of  Vi  rginia.  His  father,  the  Rev.  Theodrick 
Boulware,  was  a  Baptist  clergyman,  well  known 
in  the  churches  of  his  denomination  in  Kentucky. 
Illinois  and  Missouri.  He  was  an  earnest  and 
consistant  Christian  and  a  devoted  pastor,  appre- 
ciating fully  the  dignity  of  his  office,  and  causing 


I  it  to  be  respected  by  those  with  whom  he  asso- 
I  ciated.    He  was  for  a  time  the  settled  pastor  of  a 
j  church,  and  for  many  }ears  a  circuit  preacher  in 
I   the  three  States  mentioned  above,  periorming  the 
I   varied  duties  of  a  clergyman  with  a  hearty  willing- 
ness and  an  intelligent   iliscretion  that  savored 
rather  of  the  apostolic  age  than  of  the  nineteenth 
century.     During  these  years  of  earnest  work,  he 
never  received — it    being    inconsistent   with  his 
!  principles  to  receive — a  single  cent  for  his  clerical 
labors.     He  was  a  man  of  strong  and  original 
mind  and  an  earnest  character,  forcible  in  the  ex- 
pression of  his  ideas  and  fond  of  theological  con- 
troversy.    He  led  a  life  of  almost  puritanic  sim- 
plicity, combining  religious  fervor  with  practical 
sagacity,  having  a  wise  care  ior  the  things  of  this 
world,  as  well  as  of  the  next.     He  accumulated  a 
handsome  property,  and  died  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-seven  years,  loved  and  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him. 

Of  his  three  daughters,  the  eldest  married  Joseph 
Hansbrough,  a  bold  and  successful  merchant  of 
Independence,  ^Missouri.  The  second  daughter 
was  not  married;  she  died  soon  at'ter  arriving  at 
the  age  of  womanhood.  The  youngest  daughter 
married  Joseph  S.  Rogers,  a  wealthy  and  enter- 
prising farmer  and  stock-breeder  in  the  ''blue- 
grass  region  "  of  Kentucky. 

Of  his  six  sons,  three  were  enthusiastic  farmers 
who  earnestly  devoted  themselves  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  stock  raising. 

The  second  son  became  a  physician,  practicing 
his  profession  in  New  Orleans,  La.  He  soon  ac- 
quired a  lucrative  practice, -but  died  while  a  com- 
paratively young  man.  The  sixth  and  youngest 
son  is  a  distinguished  lawyer,  still  living  in  ?^Iis- 
souri,  noted  for  his  eloquence  and  persuasive 
power  with  a  jury. 

The  fourth  son  was  Jeptha  R.  Boulware,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who,  with  the  restless  spirit 
of  many  young  men,  left  his  comfortable  home 
and  the  easy  life  of  a  school  boy,  and  wandered 
forth  without  any  very  definite  aim,  excepting  to 
see  the  world  and  make  a  place  for  himself  in  it. 
He  had  received  a  liberal  education  so  far  as  the 
schools  of  his  neighborhood  afforded,  besides 
careful  instruction  from  his  father.  For  a  boy  of 
his  years  he  was  intelligent  and  well  informed,  but 
he  soon  found  a  marked  difference  between  a  life 
in  a  home  of  plenty  and  an  existence  dependent 
for  its  continuance  upon  his  own  labor.  Young 
in  years  and  slight  in  form,  without  a  trade,  unused 
to  severe  labor,  he  had  to  accept  such  various  em- 
ployments as  he  chanced  to  find  and  was  capable 
of  performing. 

For  a  short  time  he  worked  as  a  farm  laborer, 
!  but  ultimately  attended  the  Rock  Spring  Seminary, 
in  Illinois,  and  soon  taught  school,  in  which  pur- 
suit he  was  so  successful  that  in  four  years  after 
leaving  his  father's  house  he  returned  to  it  in  a 
reasonably  prosperous  condition. 

After  remaining  home  a  year,  devoting  his  time 
to  study,  he  again  went  forth  and  resumed  the  oc- 
I  cupation  of  a  school  teacher.    While  teaching,  he 
1  became   interested  in  phrenology,  and  carefully 
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perused  the  works  of  Combe,  Spurzheim  and  other 
writers  upon  that  subject.  His  interest  in  this 
science  led  him  to  a  diorough  study  of  the  anatom- 
ical structure  of  the  human  brain,  and  eventually 
led  to  his  becoming  a  physician.  Though  suc- 
cessful as  a  teacher,  he  again  returned  home,  at  the 
solicitation  of  his  father,  who  ga\e  him  '•  a  iarm 
and  liands, "  letting  him  take  his  choice  out  of  half 
a  dozen  farms.  He  then  married  and  settled 
down,  applying  himself  to  agricultural  pursuits  for 
a  few  years.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  J.  Kidd,  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Kidd,  at  Naslu  ille, 
Washington  County,  Illinois.  Seldom  has  wedded 
life  proved  more  sati.ifaciory  than  in  this  instance. 
Dr.  IBoulware  has  often  said  that  the  success,  both 
professional  and  fiuarwcial,  which  he  attained  in  after 
life,  was  due  to  the  patient,  inspiring  and  cheerful 
influence  which  he  received  from  his  wife.  She 
was  his  support  and  helpmeet  in  adversity  and  a 
patient,  loyal  companion  in  prosperity.  Their 
union  was  blessed  with  two  children,  Theodrick 
K.  Boulware  and  Hannah  J.  Bouhvare.  Theodrick, 
on  completing  his  general  education,  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Rufus  W.  Peckham 
and  Lyman  Tremain,  both  eminent  lawyers  of 
Albany.  The  former  was  for  many  years  one  of  the 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  afterward  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals. The  latter  declining  judicial  honors,  was 
Attorney-General  of  the  State,  and  among  the  most 
distinguished  advocates  of  the  country.  Theodrick 
also,  studied  in  the  Albany  Law  School,  and  was 
admitted  to  practice  on  graduation,  after  examina- 
tion by  the  professors  in  tliat  institution;  but,  de- 
clining to  enter  the  profession  in  that  way  only,  he 
presented  himself  before  the  committee  appointed 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  and  after 
examination  was  admitted  to  practice.  He  was 
a  young  man  of  sterling  character,  modest  and 
unassuming.  His  mental  characteristics,  his  good 
habits  and  earnest  application,  made  it  apparent 
that  he  would  distinguish  himself  in  his  chosen  pro- 
fession. But  soon  declining  health  made  it  evident 
that  his  own  and  his  parents'  hopes  were  to  be 
blighted.  He  accepted  the  inevitable  with  charac- 
teristic calmness,  and  after  lingering  a  few  years, 
died,  respected  and  beloved  by  all. 

Hannah  married  John  A.  Richardson,  a  manu- 
facturer. Her  husband  s  health  gradually  became 
impaired,  a  result  of  his  exposure  as  a  Union 
soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  as  well  as  by 
his  persistent  devotion  to  business.  After  a  few 
years  he  retired  from  business,  and  has  since  re- 
sided most  of  the  time  at  the  South,  seeking  to 
regain  his  health. 

Dr.  Boulware,  a  few  years  after  his  marriage, 
removed  to  Albany.  N.  V.,  which  place  has  since 
been  his  home,  and  where  he  now  stands  in  the 
front  rank  of  the  medical  profession,  both  as  a 
physician  and  a  surgeon.  By  teaching  school  and 
by  working  at  various  mechanical  employments, 
in  which  he  was  successful,  although  he  never 
served  any  apprenticeship,  he  secured  sutTicient 
funds  to  support  his  family  and  to  svstematicallv 
pursue  the  study  of  medicine. 


He  was  graduated   from  the  Albany  Medical 
College  in  1859.     His  earnest  and  intelligent  in- 
terest in  medicine  secured  for  him,   early  in  his 
]  student  life,  a  warm  friend  in  Professor  Howard 
I  Townsend,        D. ,  who  encouraged  him  by  per- 
I  .sonal  attention  and  advice,  and  gave  him  free  ac- 
i  cess  to  his  large  professional  library,  of  which  great 
j  use  was  made  by  him  to  his  manifest  profit,  at  a 
time  when  his  pecuniary  circumstances  did  not 
I  allow  him  to  purchase  the  rarer  and  more  expen- 
sive medical  works.     During  two  winters  he  also 
pursued  the  practical  study  of  analytical  chemistry 
in  die  laboratory,  under  the  instruction  of  Pro- 
fessor Charles  H.  Porter,  M.  D.    The  late  Hon. 
William    Cassidy,    LL.  D. ,   was  another  distin- 
guished and  influential  friend  who  took  an  active 
interest  in  the  young  physician's  success,  and, 
upon  his  recommentlation.  Dr.  Boulware  was  ap- 
pointed to  several  medico-political  offices,  that  not 
I  only  supplied  him  with  some  money,  but  also  gave 
him,  what  he  regarded  as  more  imj)ortant,  oppor- 
tunities for  increasing  his  pn.'fessional  knowledge. 

For  several  years  in  his  student  and  early  pro- 
fessional life  Dr.  Boulware  was  in  charge  of  the 
Albany  County  Plospital  for  the  Sick  and  Insane. 
He  made  its  great  clinical  resources  yield  him  a 
rich  harvest  of  positive  knowledge  bv  the  thorough 
j  system  of  careful  observation  which  he  at  once 
I  adopted  and  diligently  pursued. 
I      It  was  his  custom  in  each  case  under  his  care  to 
j  write  down  the  diagnosis,  with  a  minute  record  of 
I  all  the  symptoms  observed,  and  when  a  death  oc- 
j  curred  he  made  a  careful  autopsy,  comparing  the 
i  pathological  conditions  with  his  previous  notes. 
I  In  this  institudon,  and  during  his  earlier  profes- 
j  sional  life,  he  made  for  himself  and  others,  and  for 
]  legal  purposes,  over  four  hundred  elaborate  post- 
j  mortem    examinations,    and   carefully  dissected 
I  several  hundred  human  brains.     His  unwearied 
1  attention  to  his  business,  his  sagacity  and  common 
j  sense,  and  his  thorough  theoretical  and  practical 
i  knowledge  of  his  profession,  early  gained  him,  not 
only  a  large  and  lucrative  [practice,  but  also  the  sin- 
!  cere  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  practitioners. 
He  soon  became  prominent  as  a  surgeon  as  well 
as  a  physician.    For  many  years  he  was  the  sur- 
geon of  thf  principal  hospitals  in  Albany,  and  was 
called  to  fill  other  positions  of  trust  and  honor. 
I  He  successfully  performed  many  capital  operations, 
such  as  excision  of  the  hip  joint,  lithotomy  and  the 
operation  for  strangulated  hernia.    He  successfully 
treated  several  cases  of  femoral  and  popliteal  an- 
eurism by  conifiression.  using  for  the  purpose  an 
ingenious  in>trument  of  his  own  construction. 
Dr.    Boulware   has  very  frequently  been  called 
upon  as  an  expert  in  medico-legal  cases.  His 
sound  surgical  and  medical  knowledge,  and  his 
practical  sagacity  and  tact,    have  always  secured 
from  the  most  unwilling  counsel  a  fair  presentation 
of  his  views,  and  very  frequently  the  public  com- 
mendation of  the  presiding  judge,  for  the  clearness, 
j  learning  and  skill  disi)layed  in  his  testimony.  He 
has  long  been  a  prominent  member  of  the  ]\Iedical 
Society  of  the  County  of  .\lbany,  and  has  held  most 
j  of  the  responsible  offices  of  that  organization,  rep- 
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resenting  it  for  several  years  as  a  delegate  to  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  of 
which  latter  society  he  has  also  been  a  permanent 
member  since  rS6S.  Dr.  Bouhvare  has  presented 
Tiumerous  reports  of  cases  and  pathological  speci- 
mens occurring  in  his  practice  to  the  County 
Medical  Society,  and  a  number  of  papers  on 
medical  and  surgical  subjects  to  the  State  ^ledical 
Society,  which  have  been  published  in  their  Trans- 
actions. 

In  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  Dr.  Boulware 
served  as  assistant  surgeon  in  the  I77ih  Regi- 
ment of  the  New  York  Volunteers  during  its 
continuance  in  the  held.  He  was  universally 
respected  by  the  soldiers  for  his  attention  and  kind- 
ness to  them  during  the  war,  and  to  this  day  the 
same  respect  is  shown  him  by  soldiers  who  were  in 
the  field. 

He  was  afterward  Surgeon  of  the  Tenth  Regiment, 
National  Guard  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  for  a 
long  period  was  Brigade  Surgeon  of  the  Ninth 
Brigade  of  the  National  Guard  of  the  State  of  New 
York. 

He  is  unusually  liberal  in  his  views  of  medicine, 
and  kindly  charitable  to  all  practitioners,  as  the 
records  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of 
Albany  abundantly  show. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
the  County  of  Albany,  held  at  All>any,  November 
14,  1876,  Dr.  J.  R.  Bouhvare  offered  the  following  : 

Whereas,  There  is  a  decided  difference  of  opinion 
among  members  of  this  society  regarding  certain  points  re- 
lating to  Medical  Ethics,  and  in  order  that  the  society  may 
definitely  express  itself  upon  them,  for  the  guidance  of  its 
members,  the  following  resolutions  are  ofiered  for  its  consid- 
eration : 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  not  be  deemed  improper  by  this 
society  for  "regular"  and  "  Allopathic  "  Meriical  Colleges 
to  educate  and  graduate  Homceopathic  students. 

Resolved,  Tliat  it  shall  not  be  deemed  improper  by  this 
society  for  any  of  its  members  to  consult  professionally  with 
any  physicians  recognized  by  the  laws  of  this  State  as  legal 
practitioners. 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  not  be  deemed  improper  by  this 
society  for  any  one  of  its  members,  or  any  association  of  two 
or  more  of  them,  to  advertise  in  medical  journals,  or  in  the 
local  or  other  newspaper^,  their  names  and  addresses,  to- 
gether with  any  specialty  they  may  assume  to  practice  or 
teach. 

Whereas,  The  "regular  Allopathic"  hospitals  of  this 
city  are  supported  by  the  taxpayers  of  this  county  ;  and 

Whereas,  The  "medical  staffs  "  of  these  hospitals  refuse 
to  allow  other  physicians  than  themselves  to  send  and  treat 
pay  patients  in  the  said  hospitals  ;  and 

Whereas,  Such  action  prevents  materially  the  increase  of 
the  indigent  fund  in  charitable  hospitals  ;  therefore, 

*  Resolved,  That  it  shall  not  be  deemed  improper  by  this 
society  for  any  of  its  members  to  professionally  treat  their 
pay  patients  in  the  Albany  City  Plomocopathic  Hospital. 

While  these  resolutions  were  not  adopted  by  the 
County  Society,  they  excited  comment  and  inquirv. 
A  few  years  later  they  were  embodi'^d  in  the  New 
Code  adopted  by  the  Medical  Society  of  the  Stale 
of  New  York.  Among  those  most  earnest  in  the 
advocacy  of  the  New  Code  were  a  large  number 
who  worked  and   voted  against  Dr.  Bouhvare's 
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resolutions.  In  this  case,  as  in  others.  Dr.  Boul- 
ware's  views  were  in  advance  of  the  times,  but 
happily,  in  this  instance,  only  a  few  years  in  ad- 

I  vance,   and  his  medical  brothers  have  now  caught 

I  up  with  him. 

Having  acquired  an  abundant  competence,  and 
still  being  in  good  health,  though  advancing  in 
years,  Dr.  Bouhvare  has  been  for  some  time  grad- 
ually withdrawing  from  practice,  believing  it 
wiser  to  gracefully  leave  the  field  to  younger  men 
before  feebleness  and  old  age  should  compel  him 
to  retire;  but,  honored  and  esteemed  by  his  pro- 
fessional brethren,  and  looked  up  to  with  confi- 
dence, affection  and  respect  by  a  host  of  families 
whose  trusted  physician  he  has  been  for  many 
years,  he  is  often  called  in  consultation,  and  so 
long  as  he  lives  he  will  never  be  able  to  entirely 
abandon  the  functions  of  a  medical  adviser. 

i  His  genial  temperament,  his  unselfish  devotion 
to  medical  science,  his  benevolence  to  the  poor, 
and  his  kindly  sympathy  with  the  suffering,  have 
endeared  him  to  his  fellow  citizens. 

He  has  often  been  solicited  to  accept  nomina- 
tions to  ofhce,  for  which  his  unbounded  popularitv 
makes  him  peculiarly  eligible;  but  the  modesty  of 
his  character  makes  him  averse  to  political  life. 
Yet  while  he  has  always  declined  political  honors, 
and  has  held  but  two  offices,  and  those  of  a  medical 
character,  he  has  always,  as  a  good  citizen,  been 
interested  in  politics.  He  has  had  for  many  years 
a  quiet  but  decided  political  influence,  much 
greater  than  that  of  most  men,  and  it  has  always 
been  exerted  in  the  interest  of  good  government 
and  for  the  substantial  good  of  the  community. 
He  is  one  of  those  of  whom  the  poet  says:  They 
"  do  good  by  stealth  and  blush  to  find  it  fame." 

AMOS  FOWLER,  M.  D. 

Mark  Fowler,  uncle  of  Gen.  Amos  Fowler 
and  Rev.  and  Hon.  Orin  Fowler,  removed  at  an 
early  day  from  Lebanon,  Conn.,  to  Herkimer 
County,  N.  Y.  He  and  his  numerous  family  of 
sons  wf^re  pioneers  in  clearing  away  the  forests  and 
laying  the  foundations  of  some  of  the  thriving  cities 
of  central  New  York.  He  died  in  Jefferson  County, 
April  ■'],  1813.  His  wife  was  ]\Iiriam  Sterling, 
widow  of  Reuben  Warner.  Of  their  nine  children, 
Alvin,  the  father  of  Amos  Fowler.  M.  D. ,  of 
Albany,  was  the  youngest  son.  When  Ahin 
Fowler  was  about  two  years  old  he  met  with  an 
adventure  so  singular  and  so  perilous  as  to  render 
it  unique  in  the  annals  of  border  life.  He  had  only 
recently  learned  to  walk,  and.  one  day,  as  he  was 
enjoying  the  freedom  of  the  cleared  space  about 
his  father's  house,  he  was  seized  by  a  bear,  which 
had  been  caught  and  chained  near  the  door,  and 
hugged  gently  in  her  embrace  all  day,  despite  the 
frantic  efforts  of  his  mother  to  induce  the  bear  to 
give  up  the  child.  No  pen  could  do  justice  to  the 
mother's  agony,  her  awful  suspense,  while  making 
her  futile  attempts  to  rescue  her  baby,  and  watch- 
I  ing  it  through  tlie  long  day,  expecting  at  any  mo- 
I  ment  to  see  its  life  crushed  out  before  her  eyes.  It 
I  was  not  until  nightfall,    when  the  lather  came 
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home,  that  the  bear  was  compelled  to  relinquish 
the  child.  At  that  time  the  family  lived  at  Frank- 
fort, near  the  present  site  of  Utica.  Bears,  wolves 
and  other  wild  animals  were  plenty,  and  wolves 
howled  around  the  doors  of  the  settler's,  cabin  till 
driven  away  with  firebrands.  Alvin  Fowler  pur- 
sued the  trades  of  clothier  and  stone  mason.  His 
wife  was  Miss  Olive  Lord,  whom  he  married  in 
1819,  she  having  emigrated  from  Saybrook,  Conn., 
with  her  father's  family,  two  or  three  years  earlier. 
Of  their  four  children,  Dr.  Amos  Fowler  was  the 
eldest.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Cohocton, 
Steuben  County,  N.  Y. ,  July  5,  1S20.  His  father 
removed  to  Evans  Ivlills,  Jeti'erson  County,  while 
Amos  was  yet  an  infant,  and  thence  to  Fayetteville, 
Onondaga  County,  when  the  lad  was  seven  years 
old;  there  he  owned  and  operated  some  mills,  and 
a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  woolen  cloths,  till 
1836,  when  he  again  removed  to  a  farm  in  the 
town  of  Victory,  Cayuga  County.  Young  Fowler 
was  educated  mainly  in  the  public  schools,  but 
was  also  a  student  at  the  academies  in  Fayetteville 
and  Victory,  working  on  the  farm  summers  and 
attending  school  winters.  Leaving  school,  he  be- 
came a  teacher,  teaching  two  winters  in  Wayne 
and  one  in  Cayuga  County.  While  thus  engaged 
he  began  reading  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr. 
Blanchard,  of  Victory.  Later  he  was  a  student  and 
assistant  of  Dr.  Root's,  at  [Memphis,  Onondaga 
County.  He  entered  the  Geneva  Medical  College, 
and  finished  his  prescribed  course  at  the  University 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  graduating  in  1S46. 

Dr.  Root  died  just  before  Dr.  Fowler's  gradua- 
tion. Already  well  established  in  the  confidence 
of  Dr.  Root's  patrons,  he  returned  to  Mem- 
phis and  took  up  the  Doctor's  practice.  In 
1850  he  removed  to  Sand  Lake,  Ixensselaer  County, 
and  from  thence,  in  1854,  to  Albany,  locating  on 
Second  street,  nearly  opposite  his  present  residence 
and  office.  Since  coming  to  Albany,  as  before. 
Dr.  P'owler  has  enjoyed  an  extensive  practice. 
His  standing  in  his  profession  is  high,  and  he  has 
served  the  Medical  Society  of  Albany  County  as  its 
vice-president  and  its  delegate  to  the  State  Medical 
Society.  Dr.  Fowler  was  married,  August  30,  1850, 
to  Miss  Caroline  ^L  Harris,  daughter  of  Nicholas 
Brown  Harris,  M.  D.,  of  Sand  Lake,  Rensselaer 
County,  who  bore  him  four  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  She  died,  April  3,  18S0,  at  Savan- 
nah, Ga.,  while  returning  with  her  husband  from  a 
journey  in  the  South.  Their  son,  Warren  Hamilton 
Fowler,  studied  medicine  at  the  University  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  graduated  from  Jetferson  Medical 
College,  Philadelphia,  and  is  now  practicing  his 
profession  in  Albany. 

Their  daughter,  Caroline  L  Fowler,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  her  father's  household.  July  25,  1882,  Dr. 
Fowler  married  his  present  wife,  Mrs.  Mary  Poole, 
a  native,  and,  for  most  of  her  life,  a  resident  of  Al- 
bany. Though  not  active  in  politics,  the  Doctor 
has  pronounced  views  on  public  questions  and  is 
an  adherent  of  the  Republican  party.  He  was  reared 
within  the  pale  of  the  Methodist  F^piscopal  Church, 
but  for  some  years  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Fourth  Presbyterian  Church  of  Albany. 


JOSEPH  N.  NORTHROP,  :\r.  D. 

Dr.  Joseph  Norman  Northrop  was  born  at  Deca- 
tur, Otsego  County,  New  York,  in  1S17,  and  was 
in  the  sixty-first  year  of  his  age  at  the  time  of  his* 
death,  v,-hich  occurred  September  17,  1878.  He  was 
a  son  of  Abner  Northrop  and  Jerusha  Gibbs,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Connecticut.  He  had 
two  brothers  artd  two  sisters,  only  one  of  whom, 
the  youngest  brother,  survives  him.  His  father  was 
a  farmer,  and  the  early  part  of  the  life  of  Dr.  North- 
rop was  spent  at  home  upon  the  farm.  The  founda- 
tion of  his  education  was  obtained  in  the  common 
school.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  went  to  the 
Oneida  Institute,  a  manual  labor  school,  where  he 
spent  three  years.  Leaving  school,  he  came 
to  Albany,  where,  after  passing  a  year  as  a 
clerk  in  a  drug  store,  he  entered  the  office  and 
family  of  Dr.  Samuel  Shaw,  and  began  the  study  of 
medicine.  When  about  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
entered  the  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine,  grad- 
uating in  1839.  His  diploma  was  signed  by  Dr. 
William  Tully,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice 
and  Materia  Medica;  Theodore  Woodward,  Pro- 
t  fessor  of  Surgery  and  Obstetrics;  James  H.  Armsby, 
!  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology;  and  John 
De  Wolf  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Natural  His- 
tory. He  had  a  great  admiration  for  Dr.  Tully, 
whose  name  and  sayings  were  frequently  on  his  lips 
in  later  years.  After  graduating,  he  attended  a 
course  of  medical  lectures  at  the  Trans\lvania 
University,  at  Louisville,  Ky. .  defraying  his  expen- 
ses by  conducting  a  writing  school  and  by  a  little 
practice  among  Northern  people  residents  there. 

He  began  his  professional  work  as  a  salaried 
physician  upon  a  plantation  of  about  six  hundred 
negroes,  in  Mississippi,  being  the  only  medical  man 
within  twentv  miles.  He  staid  there  a  year  and  a 
half,  taking  the  yellow  fever,  from  which  he  nar- 
rowly escaped  with  his  life.  This  necessitated  his 
removal  north.  After  spending  a  year  in  Albany, 
he  returned  to  his  native  place,  where  he  practiced 
his  protession  for  twenty  years.  In  1840  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Jane  Lansing,  the  only  daughter  of 
Col.  Robert  C.  Lansing,  of  Decatur.  His  practice 
there  was  large,  embracing  long  rides  into  the  ad- 
joining cor.nties  of  Delaware  and  Schoharie.  He 
held  for  some  time  the  otTice  of  division  Surgeon  of 
Militia.  Gen.  Burnside  being  division  General.  The 
only  civil  office  that  he  filled  outside  of  his  profes- 
sion was  that  of  supervisor,  which  he  held  for  two 
years.  He  was  elected  delegate  to  the  State  .Medi- 
cal Society  from  Otsego  County,  arid  became  a 
permanent  member  of  the  society  in  i86r.  In 
1859  he  returned  to  .Albanv  and  entered  upon  a 
general  practice  there,  which  became  extensive  and 
lucrative.  He  joined  the  Albany  County  Medical 
Society  in  iSfio,  and  held  for  several  terms  the 
office  of  censor,  and  was  electetl  president  in  1S76. 

His  death,  which  occurred  nearly  twenty  years 
after  he  came  to  Albany  to  reside,  was  startlingly 
sudden  in  its  circumstances,  takin?  place  upun  the 
I  anniversary  of  his  wedding-day.  Preparations  hav- 
ing been  made  lor  the  customary  celebration  of 
this  anniversary,  he  went  early  in  the  evening  to 
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make  a  professional  call  a  few  blocks  awav.  In- 
stead of  sending  for  his  carriage,  as  he  usually  did, 
even  when  going  but  a  short  distance,  he  wa'ked. 
He  was  troubled  with  dyspnoea  on  exertion,  due 
to  an  affection  of  the  heart.  He  saw  his  patient, 
and,  while  pre[)aring  medicine  in  an  adjoining 
room,  he  suddenly  gasped  for  breath,  fell  from  his 
chair,  and  in  a  few  minutes  died. 

Tills  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  life  of  Dr.  Northrop, 
which  covered  forty  years  of  professional  work,  and 
.  ended  in  the  midst  of  his  greatest  usefulness,  while 
he  was  fully  entering  into  all  that  went  to  makeup 
life  for  him.  He  passed  away  at  the  full  tide:  he  had 
not  started  on  the  down-hill  side  of  life.  There 
are  not  many  lives  that  are  marked  with  great  in- 
cidents ;  nevertheless,  this  outline  of  his  career 
brings  out  a  fact  which  has  in  it  much  to  admire, 
that,  starting  in  the  world  with  nothing,  he  gained, 
by  his  own  unaided  efforts,  education,  a  worthy 
place  in  an  honorable  profession,  a  competence, 
and  the  high  esteem  of  his  associates  and  fellow 
citizens.  In  character,  he  was  a  genial,  open-heart- 
ed man,  whom  many  knew  well  and  whi;)se  loss  is 
sincerely  lamented.  While  his  life  was  unmarked 
by  great  events,  it  was  always  attended  with  de- 
votion to  duty,  to  his  profession  and  to  his  fellow 
men.  His  grave  does  not  inclose  the  memory  of 
the.se  virtues,  nor  limit  the  worthiness  of  his  ex- 
ample. Two  years  before  his  death  he  became  a 
member  of  the  First  Reformed  Church  of  Albany. 

JOHN  B.  RO.SSMAN,  M.  D. 

Dr.  John  Buskirk  Rossm.w  was  born,  September 
27,  1806,  in  Johnstown,  Columbia  County,  N.  Y. 
He  was  the  seventh  child  of  a  f\mily  of  si.xteen 
children.  Fourteen  grew  to  maturity.  Four  of 
the  sons  were  physicians.  His  father,  John  J. 
Rossman,  was  a  worthy  man,  much  respected  in 
the  community  in  which  he  lived.  He  was  elected 
sheriff  of  Columbia  County  for  two  or  three  con- 
secutive terms.  With  a  famdyso  large  and  facilities 
for  education  so  limited,  Mr.  Rossman  was  not 
able  to  give  his  children  a  liberal  education,  yet  he 
gave  them  the  best  that  could  be  obtained  m  the 
schools  in  his  vicinity.  John  not  only  attended 
the  district  .school,  but  was  sent  to  a  neighl)oring 
academy,  where  he  made  proficiency  in  the  higher 
English  branches.     He  is  represented  as  having 

.  been  a  lad  of  excellent  morals  and  of  studious 
habits.  In  order  to  be  able  to  continue  his  studies 
and  to  fix  more  permanently  his  elementary  educa- 
tion, he  taught  a  district  school  several  winters. 
He  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  T. 
Broadhead,  of  Clermont.  We  next  hear  of  him  in 
the  law  office  of  Mr.  Killian  Miller,  of  Hudson. 

-  He  remained  there  only  a  short  time,  the  law  not 
being  congenial  with  his  tastes.  He  then  resumed 
the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  McClelland.  From 
this  office  he  went  to  Hudson,  in  the  office  of 
Dr.  Samuel  White.  He  attended  medical  lectures 
atFairtield,  Herkimer  Countv,  N.  Y.,  and  received 
his  degree  there  in  iS2y.  After  graduation  here- 
turned  to  Johnstown,  his  native  town,  and  com- 
menced the  practice  of  his  profession.  Although 


young,  he  was  earnest,  and  attended  closely  to  bu>i- 
ness.     His  genial  manner  and  sympathetic  nature 

I  soon  made  him  popular.  His  reputation  increased, 
and  the  young  physician  was  called  to  longer  dis- 
tances and  to  families  of  greater  intelligence. 
Previous  to  this  Mr.  John  Richmond,  an  English 
gentleman,  had  purchased  from  Mr.  Livingston, 
while  in  London,  the  tract  of  land  called  Living- 
ston ]\Ianor.  Mr.  Richmond  had  taken  possessit>n 
of  his  purchased  property,  and  to  his  house  Dr. 
Rossman  was  called.  Here  it  was  that  the  Doctor 
first  met  his  future  wife,  Miss  Elizabeth  ]\Iary  Fair- 
hank,  the  grantldaughter  of  .Mr.  Richmond,  and 
the  great-granddaughter  of  the  Earl  of  Preston. 
About  two  years  after  his  marriage  Dr.  Rossman 
moved  to  Richmondville,  Schoharie  County.  He 
remained  there  about  eight  years,  when  he  came  to 
Albany.  City  life  is  always  attractive  to  a  country 
practitioner,  and  almost  as  often  as  the  change  is 
made  there  is  serious  disappointment.  But  with 
Dr.  Rossman  it  was  different.  Practice  came 
slowly,  but  patient  waiting  and  prompt  atteniiun 
to  every  call  secured  business.  A  few  years  found 
him  in  the  midst  of  a  lucrative  practice.  In  1827 
he  was  made  a  member  of  the  Medical  Societ}'  of 
the  County  of  Albany,  of  which  he  was  treasurer  in 
1849  and  1850. 

He  enjoved  a  reunion  with  Dr.  Thomas  Hun 
and  Dr.  Charles  Devol  to  celebrate  their  semi- 
centennial in  practice,  given  by  the  County 
Medical  Society.  He  was  elected  alderman  from 
his  ward  about  1856,  which  office  he  filled  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  con- 
stitutents.  Dr.  Rossman  was  a  kind  and  affection- 
ate husband,  an  indulgent  and  attentive  father, 
and  a  true  and  steadfast  friend.  His  peculiarities 
were  the  eccentricities  of  his  head,  and  not  of  his 
heart.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Mary  Fairbank,  died 
July  27,  1868.  She  had  eight  children — four  sons 
and  four  daughters.  Three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters are  still  living.  In  1869  he  married  Miss 
Rebecca  P.  McCarthy.  By  this  union  he  had  one 
son  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living. 
Soon  after  he  located  in  Albany  Dr.  Rossman 
united  with  the  Middle  Dutch  Church,  and  led  the 
life  of  a  consistent  and  devoted  Christian.  His 
last  few  years  gave  decided  evidence  of  increasing 
age.  He  continuetl  to  grow  more  and  more 
feeble  until  December  23,  1883,  when  he  peace- 
fully and  hopefully  parsed  away  to  receive  the  re- 

!  wards  of  a  life  well  spent. 

HON.  JOHN  SWINBURNE,  M.D. 

I  John  SwiNBi  RNE  was  born  to  Peter  and  Artemesia 

j  Swinburne,  at  their  homestead  on  the  Black  River,. 

I  Lewis  County,  May  30,  1820.  His  father,  a  native  of 

j  Ireland,  was  a  farmer  and  also  largely  engaged  in 

I  business.   He  died  while  Dr.  Swinburne  was  a  mere 

j  child,  and  the  latter's  early  years  were  spent  under 

I  the  care  of  his  mother,  a  native  of  Ci^nnecticut.  and 
a  woman  of  rare  mental  acti\  ity  and  great  force  of 

i  character,  who,  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  took 

I  entire  charge  of  the  family  ;  and  to  her  careful 

I  training  the  doctor  ascribes  much  of  his  success  in 
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life.  His  early  education  was  gained  in  llie  com- 
mon schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  in  the 
academies  of  Lowville  and  Denmark,  in  Lewis 
County,  and  that  of  Fairfield,  in  Herkimer  County. 
Having  passed  his  early  years  at  his  birthplace,  at  I 
times  tcacliing  school,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he 
determined  upon  the  study  of  medicine  for  his  pro- 
fession, and  began  reading  at  twenty-three,  when 
he  entered  the  Albany  Medical  College,  registering 
as  a  student  in  the  oflice  of  the  late  Dr.  James 

H.  Armsby,  of  .\lbany.  Graduating  in  1846  with 
the  degree  of  Doctor  in  ]Medicine,  Dr.  Swinburne 
determined  to  make  Alljany  his  home,  and  opened 
an  ofhce  for  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  1847 
he  was  appoiiiti_d  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the 
Albany  Aledical  College,  and  continued  to  teach 
that  branch  of  medicine  for  several  years.  In  185 1  I 
he  received  his  first  public  appointment,  being 
made  an  almshouse  physician  at  a  time  when  what 
was  known  as  "ship  fever"  was  ragingas  an  epidemic, 
treating  during  his  term  of  office  over  eight  hundred 
cases,  and  finally  falling  a  victim  to  the  disease 
himself. 

From  this  time  up  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  Re- 
bellion the  Doctor  devoted  his  time  to  his  private 
practice,  which  was  constantly  enlarging.  In  1861 
he  was  again  called  upon  to  give  his  services  to  the 
public,  and  was  put  in  charge  of  the  sick  at  the  re- 
cruiting depot  in  Albany,  serving  as  chief  medical 
officer  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  John  F.  Rathbone. 
Until  the  spring  of  1862  he  remained  at  this  post, 

I,  470  sick  passing  under  his  care,  out  of  which 
large  number  only  twelve  died.  April  7,  1862, 
Dr.  Swinburne  was  appointed  one  of  the  auxiliary 
corps  of  volunteer  surgeons  who  went  from  the 
State  of  New  York  to  the  war,  serving  without  pay. 
He  proceeded  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  shortly 
after  his  arrival  received  orders  to  report  for  duty 
to  Dr.  Tripler,  Medical  Director  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  In  company  with  Drs.  W'illard, 
Coggswell  and  Lansing,  of  Albany,  he  set  out  for 
the  White  House,  the  head  of  navigation  on  the 
Pamunkey  River,  where  Dr.  Tripler  had  his  head- 
quarters, reaching  there  May  18.  The  establish- 
ment of  a  hospital  at  this  place,  to  which  the 
wounded  could  be  sent  from  the  front,  being  de- 
cided upon,  Dr.  Swinburne  and  his  companions 
were  requested  to  found  the  same.  After  render- 
ing valuable  services  at  this  station,  the  Doctor, 
early  in  June,  returned  to  Albany,  and  on  the  12th 
of  that  month  (1S62)  received  a  commission  from  { 
'Gov.  Morgan,  as  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  New  i 
York  State  wounded  soldiers,  and  was  sent  to  Wash-  i 
ingion  with  a  letter  from  the  Governor  to  the  Secre-  j 
tary  of  War.  Cpon  the  Secretary's  indorsement,  Sur- 
geon-General Hammond  entered  into  a  contract 
with' Dr.  Swinburne  for  "medical  and  surgical 
services  to  be  rendered  with  the  .\rmy  of  the  Poto- 
mac," and  the  Doctor  accordingly  again  reported 
to  Medical  Director  Tripler.  In  .section  9,  Special 
Orders  of  lha  War  De par  I  went,  appears  the  following:  | 

"Acting  Assistant  Suri'u-on  John  Swiiitmrnc  will  report  I 
to  Surt^Lon  J.  J.  .Milliau.'U.  S.  A.,  .Medical  I )ircctor,Third  1 
Army  Corps,  for  si)<.cial  duty  at  .Savage's  Station. 

"  By  command,  MAjoR-(iEN.  McCi.ELLA.M." 


\\'ith  this  order  the  Doctor  immediately  complied, 
receiving  further  orders  to  establish  a  general  hos- 
pital at  Savage's  Station,  Virginia,  of  which  he  was 
to  take  charge,  with  instructions  to  make  recpii- 
sitions  for  the  necessarv  materials  and  stores. 
With  his  accustomed  energy,  the  Doctor  set  about 
the  work  given  him  to  do,  but  unforeseen  dillicul- 
ties  arose,  greatly  delaying  the  construction  of  tiie 
hospital.  On  the  26th  of^  June,  when  the  hospital 
was  not  more  tiian  half  prepared,  owing  to  the  non- 
fulfillment of  his  requisiti<jns,  wounded  men  began 
to  be  brought  in  in  large  numbers,  ami  the  Doc- 
tor's surgical  lab(;rs  began.  On  the  28th  he  was 
informed  by  Dr.  Tripler  that  it  would  be  necessary 
for  him  to  remain  at  the  hospital,  the  army  being 
about  to  change  its  base  of  operations,  which 
would  put  the  enemy  in  possession  of  Savage's  Sta- 
tion in  a  few  hours,  at  the  same  time  giving  him  a 
letter  from  Gen.  McClellan  to  the  Commander  of 
the  Confederate  forces  explaining  his  (the  Doc- 
tor's) position.  After  the  action  of  Sunday  evening, 
the  29th,  the  hospital,  with  all  it  contained,  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  Confederates.  From  this  time  up 
to  the  26th  of  July  Dr.  Swinburne  remained  witii 
his  charge,  struggling  with  his  assistants  through 
increasing  hardships  and  privations,  day  by  da\- 
having  less  of  the  necessaries  for  the  proper  man- 
agement of  the  sick  and  wounded,  buying  food  fi:<r 
the  hospital  with  his  own  funds,  until  at  last,  after 
repeated  communications  with  the  authorities  in 
Richmcmd,  on  the  26ih  of  July  orders  came  allow- 
ing the  removal  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  with 
their  attendants,  to  City  Point.  Reaching  the 
latter  place  on  the  27ih,  the  Doctor  turned  over 
his  command  to  the  proper  ofllcers  and  returned 
to  Albany  on  sick  leave,  suffering  from  a  chronic 
dysentery  brought  on  by  exposure  and  improper 
food. 

In  the  winter  of  1862  -63  he  and  Dr.  Willard 
were  appointed  by  the  State  Medical  Society  a  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  the  Legislature  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  further  relief  of  the  wounded,  the  result 
of  such  conference  being  the  unanimous  passage 
of  a  bill  granting  $200,000,  to  be  applied  to  the  care 
of  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  the  Doctor  was  once  more  sent  to  the  front. 
Returningagain  in  1864,  he  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
Seymour  (Democrat)  Health  Officer  of  the  Port 
of  Nesv  York,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  having  his 
nomination  unanimously  confirmed  by  a  Repuiili- 
can  Senate.  At  that  time  the  provisions  for  a  quar- 
antine station  were  very  inadequate,  and  the  Legis- 
lature, acting  upon  the  suggestions  of  the  Doctcjr, 
began  the  constructi<m  of  the  two  artificial  islands 
in  the  lower  bay  now  used  for  that  purpose.  The 
idea  of  building  an  island  in  fifteen  feet  of  water, 
exposed  to  the  force  of  storms  and  tides  from  3,000 
miles  of  the  .\tlantic  Ocean  beating  against  it,  was 
deemed  almost  impossible,  but  the  Doctor  demon- 
strated it  could  l)e  done,  and  to  his  energy  and 
perseverance  New  York  is  indebted  for  one  of  the 
best  planned  quarantine  stations  in  the  world. 

In  recognition  of  this  distinguished  service,  the 
Legislature,  by  an  act,  named  the  first  of  the  two 
islands    thus    constructed    "  Swinburne  Island 
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Hospital."  Up  to  1870  Dr.  Swinburne  remained  at 
quarantine  ;  he  then  went  abroad  with  his  family, 
being  desirous  of  rest  and  recreation.  But  he  was 
not  a  man  who  cuuld  "take  his  ease  at  his  inn." 
The  Franco-Prussian  war  having  broken  out,  Dr. 
Swinburne,  being  in  London,  on  September  4,  1S70, 
received  an  earnest  request  from  ^Minister  W  ash- 
burne  and  the  American  .^auitary  Commission  to 
come  to  Paris  and  take  charge  of  tlie  American  Am- 
bulance in  that  citv.  Laying  aside  his  personal 
comfort,  he  acceded  to  the  request,  and  lost  no 
time  in  reaching  Paris.  There  he  remained  as 
Surgeon-in-Chicf  of  the  American  Ambulance  un- 
til iMarch,  1*71,  leaving  as  the  Cuuimunc  was 
coming  into  power.  How  highly  his  labors  were 
appreciated  by  the  American  International  San- 
itary Committee  we  will  leave  Dr.  Thomas  Evans, 
President  of  the  Committee,  to  state.  In  his  report 
of  the  doings  of  the  American  Ambulance,  the 
distinguished  physician  says  : 

"In  securing  the  services  of  Dr.  John  Swinburne  as  Sur- 
geon-in-Chief  of  the  Ambulance,  the  committee  was  partic- 
ularly fortunate.  Dr.  Swinburne  was  a  sur^'eon  par  excel- 
lence. He  had  had  an  extensive  profesiional  experience, 
and  had  obtained  a  justly  acquired  and  widely-known  home 
reputation.  Thoroughly  acquainted  with  military  medicine 
and  the  constitution  and  management  of  army  hospitals,  an 
earnest  advocate  of  conservative  surgery,  an  enthusiast  even  as 
regards  the  conservative  treatment  of  compound-fractures,  a 
skillful  operator  whenever  operations  were  required,  he  pos- 
sessed a  rare  and  highly  valuable  quality  — a  knowledge  of  the 
way  how  to  deal  with  men  ;  in  a  word,  he  knew  how  to  man- 
age both  his  patients  and  his  assistants;  and  not  infrequently 
was  he  calica  upon  Lo  cxi-ii-ise  liii^  special  i^uuv.  iedge. 
Associated,  as  he  was  constantly,  with  a  body  of  forty  or 
fifty  persons,  all  volunteers,  holding  a  certain  social  posi- 
tion, uncontrolled  by  the  restraints  of  a  military  discipline, 
all  naturally  ambitious  to  excel,  and  perhaps  occasionally 
even  over-jealous  of  the  success  of  tiieir  fellows.  Doctor 
Swinburne  knew  how  to  direct  these  energetic  elements, 
obtain  from  them  the  largest  amount  of  labor,  and  maintain 
in  every  department  of  his  service  his  own  per>onal  as- 
cendancy."— (See  "  Saiiiiary  Assaaations  Durttig  the  Fran- 
co-German War"  Vol.  I,  1870-71.) 

In  recognition  of  his  services.  Dr.  Swinburne 
had  the  rare  distinction  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
French  Government  of  being  made  a  Knight  of 
the  Legion  of  Honor,  also  receiving  the  Red  Cross 
of  Geneva.  Having  finished  his  labors  in  the  Am- 
bulance, he  resumed  his  travels,  spending  his  time 
in  different  parts  of  Europe  until  the  fall  of  1S71, 
when  he  returned  to  his  home  in  All)any. 

A  predominant  feature  of  Dr.  Swinburne's  prac- 
tice has  been  conservative  surgery,  especially  in 
the  treatment  of  fractures.  Shortly  after  graduating 
in  medicine  he  directed  his  attention  to  treadng 
fractures  upon  other  principles  than  those  in  vogue 
at  that  date,  and  in  1S48  he  discarded  the  use  of 
such  splints,  bandages  and  apparatus  as  were  gen- 
erally employed,  relying  upon  extension  alone  to 
accomplish  the  sought-for  result.  Such  a  depar- 
ture was  a  bold  procedure,  and  after  having  fully 
tested  and  [iroved  his  method  of  treatment,  in  both 
private  and  hospital  practice,  in  iS59he  published 
in  the  Transactions  Medical  Society  of  the  State 
New  York  of  that  year  an  article  on  the  treat- 
ment of  these  injuries  by  extension.  During  this 
year  he  also  reported  a  case  of  death  by  the  entrance 
of  air  into  the  uterine  sinuses  (caused  by  an  abor- 


tionist), at  which  time  it  was  said  and  believed  to 
be  almost  the  only  case  of  the  kind  on  record. — 
{Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  lSj(^. ) 
In  1 86 1  appeared  another  paper  on  the  treatment 
of  fractures  by  simple  extension  and  counter-exten- 
sion.— {Transacliuns  of  the  Medical  Society  0/  the 
State  of  NcM  York,  1861.^    In  the  next  year  a  re- 
;  view  of  the  case  of  the  People  against  Rev.  Henrv 
Budge,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  his  wife,  tried  at 
Oneida,  N.  Y.,  in  August  and  September,  1861,  in 
I  which  Dr.  Swinburne  forcibly  criticised  the  medical 
I  testimony  of  the  defense,  and  combatted  the  ground 
I  assumed  by  them  by  numerous  e.xperiments. — 
[Transactions  of  tlie  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
Nei.v  York.  1S62.)    In  the  same  year  he  also  pub- 
lished in  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  of  Phila- 
delphia a  synopsis  of  the  trial  of  Hendrickson,  who 
poisoned  his  wife  by  the  administration  of  aconite. 
This  trial  also  caused  much  discussion  in  the  medical 
world,  and  although  the  Doctor  was  severely  handled 
by  other  professional  men  for  his  views  as  expressed 
when  on  the  witness  stand,  he  proved  his  position  to 
have  been  perfectly  correct.    In  1863  he  published 
his  report  to  Surgeon-General  Hammond,  with  his 
experiences  in  the  Peninsular  campaign,  "  Resection 
of  Joints  and  Conservative  Surgery." — ( Transactions 
of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
I  186 J.)    In  1864  two  more  papers  in  the  same 
!  journal,  one  upon  "  Compound  Comminuted  Gun- 
j  shot  Fractures  of  the  Thigh;  the  Means  for  their 
Transportation  and  Treatment ;"  and  the  other  the 
"Report  of  the   Committees  appointed   by  the 
I  Society  to  Confer  with  the  Governor  and  Legisla- 
ture reiadve  to  the  Additional  Relief  of  the  Sick 
and  Wounded  Soldiers  from  the  State  of  New  York. " 
The  Doctor  also  proposed  and  advocated  for  the 
transportation  of  those  suft'ering  from  fractures  of 
the  leg  or  thigh  a  stretcher  so  arranged  that  exten- 
I  sion  and  counter-extension  could  be  maintained 
without  pain  or  discomfort  to  the  patient,  or  any 
material  alteration  of  the  stretcher. — (Lessons  in 
H}'giene  and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Gorden,  C.   B.  : 
Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
j  NetvYork,  1864.)    He  also  strongly  advocated  the 
j  resection  of  shoulder  joints  instead  of  amputatio.i, 
!  and  many  are  the  grateful  letters  he  has  since  re- 
;  ceived  from  those  whose  limbs  he  saved  to  them. 
I      In  1863  Dr.  Swinburne  was  elected  a  permanent 
1  member  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
:  New  York.    In  November,  1S72,  he  was  chosen 
I  president  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Albany  County. 
In  1876  he  was  chosen  Professor  of  Fractures  and 
Dislocations  and  Clinical  Surgery  in  the  Albany 
Medical  College.    He  was  one  of  the  four  surgeons 
to  the  Albany  Hospital  from  its  foundation  up  to 
1864  ;    also  consulting  surgeon   to  Sl  Peters 
Hospital,   and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been 
i  surgeon-in-chiof  of  the  Homoeopathic  and  Child's 
1  Hospitals.     In  1879  he  established  in  the  City  of 
Albany  a  Dispensary  for  the  treatment  of  all  man- 
ner of  diseases  and  fractures.    This  Dispensary  was 
established  on  a  humanitarian  basis,  where  the 
sick,  maimed  and  Lime  n\  ere  in\  ited  to  come  and 
be  made  whole,  without  money  and  without  price. 
From  its  foundation  the  Doctor  has  himself  had  a 
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general  supervision  of  all  that  was  going  on,  and 
had  as  assistants  a  corps  of  surgeons  trained  under 
his  own  tuition  in  conservative  surgery.     In  ad- 
dition to  his  large  private  practice  nearly  60,000 
people  have  been  treated  at  the  dis[)eiisary  up  to 
the  close  of  last  year,  at  le.ist  2?, 000  of  these  being  ] 
surgical  cases.    For  the  year  1^84  the  register  gi\  es  I 
the  number  of  new  cases  treated  as  7,502,  of  which  \ 
4,340  were  medical  cases  and  the  remaining  3,156 
surgical.     During   the   year  250   fractures  were 
treated,  178  of  which  were  of  the  upper  extremities 
and  the  remainder  of  the  lower  limbs.     In  the  ! 
treatment  there  has  not  occurred  one  poor  result,  I 
a  record  unequaled  by  any  institution  in  the  annals  \ 
of  surgery.     During  this  period  not  an  amputation 
of  any  nature    has  been  performed,  the  Doctor 
maintaining  that  the  too  frequently  indulged  in  use 
of  the  amputating  knife  is  barbarism.     His  con- 
servative doctrine  is  to  save  the  limb  and  help 
nature  in  the  work  of  curing.     He  has  paid  out  of 
his  private  funds  upward  of  $5,000  per  annum  to 
carry  on  his  dispensary  since  its  foundation,  and 
now  proposes,  if  the  Slate  will  not  do  so,  to  found 
a  dispensary  in  addition  to  ihe  one  he  now  runs 
for  the  care  and  treatment  exclusively  of  injured 
railroad  men. 

His  career  in  public  life  has  been  almost  as 
marked  as  that  of  his  professional. 

In  1882,  the  citizens  of  Albany,  irrespective  of 
party,  organized  to  effect  a  reform  in  the  municipal 
affairs  of  the  city,  and  after  much  persuasion  in- 
duced the  Doctor  to  run  a.5  the  People's  (.anuiuale 
for  the  mayoralty.    The  election  was   a  bitterlv 
contested   one   on   the   part  of*  the  ring,  who 
desired  to  retain  power,  and  on  the  part  of  the  citi- 
zens, who  demanded  a  reform.     By  a  manipulation 
of  ballots  the  voice  of  the  people  was  frustrated  and 
his  opponent  inducted  into  the  office.    The  frauds, 
however,  were  too  glaring,  and  at  a  public  meeting 
the  evening  after  the  results  were  announced  the 
people  there  convened  decided  to  commence  legal 
action  to  set  aside  the  declaration  and  award  the 
office  to  Dr.  Swinburne.    After  nearly  a  year  and 
a  half  of  maneuvering  in  court  by  the  incumbent's 
counsel,  in  taking  advantage  of  the  law's  delavs,  the 
case  was  finally  set  for  a  definite  day  for  trial.    As  i 
soon  as  this  judicial  order  was  made,  the  incum-  I 
bent,  Michael  N.  Nolan,  resigned  the  office,  and  Dr.  ! 
Swinburne,  by  order  of  the  court,  took  possession.  I 
In  the  spring  of  1884,  he  was  again  nominated  by  j 
the  citizens  and  indorsed  by  the  Republicans,  but  I 
was  again  counted  out  by  a  small  majority.  Suffer-  j 
ingat  the  time  from  i)lood  poisoning,  having  been  j 
infected  while  performing  an  operation,  he  could  I 
not  and  would  not  consent  to  a  contest  for  the  j 
office  i-n  the  courts,  although  his  friends  w  ere  satis-  \ 
fied  they  could  prove  a  large  majority  in  his  tavor,  ! 
and  went  west  for  his  health.     Returning  home  i 
with  his  powers  recuperated  and  his  vigor  restored,  j 
he  was  greeted   with   a   reception  une<iualed  in 
previous  days,  the  streets  being  figuratively  a  mass 
of  blocked  humanity.    The   citizens  again   as-  | 
sembled,  and  kn(>wing  there  was  more  protection  j 
at  the  ballot  box  in  national  than  civic  elections,  | 
and  appreciating  the  wurth  and  ability  of  the  Doctor,  i 


nominated  him  for  Congress.  The  nomination 
was  indorsed  by  the  Republicans,  and  when  the 
ballot  was  counted  it  was  found  that  he  had  a 
majority  of  2,504  over  die  then  sitting  member, 
T.  J.  Van  Alst\  ne,  recognized  as  one  of  the  very 
strongest  men  in  the  district.  By  this  election  the 
I>olitical  com])lexion  of  Albany  County  was  changed 
over  7,000  votes. 

Dr.  Swinburne  was  married  in  1847  to  Miss 
Harriet  [udson,  of  Albany,  by  whom  he  has  had 
four  chiUlren,  one  of  whom  is  living. 

SAMUEL  BALDWIN  WARD. 

The  ancestry  of  an  eminent  physician  is  always 
important  to  those  who  would  intelligently  study 
his  career  and  character.  The  study  will  explain 
what  debt  he  owes  to  the  past  and  to  circumstan- 
ces, and  to  what  measure  he  has  been  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortune.  We  are  all  of  us  sensible 
enough  to  know  that  good  birth,  in  the  American 
significance  of  the  word,  is  a  valuable  fact  in  the 
same  sense  in  which  good  health  is,  and  that 
creditable  as  unaided  efibrt  or  the  overcoming  of 
difficulties  is,  they  whose  equipment  fur  the  labor 
of  life  has  been  insured  by  nurture,  counsel  and 
culture  are  most  apt  to  prove  themselves  com- 
pletely competent  for  the  manifold  duties  of  pro- 
fessional work  in  the  world.  The  pride  of  "self- 
made  '■'  men,  who  are  as  a  rule  hall-made  men, 
and  who  invariably  worship  their  creator,  is  in  the 
fact  of  their  having  attained  to  such  a  posidon  of 
strength  as  will  enable  them  to  give  to  their  child- 
ren the  initial  advantages  which  were  denied  to 
themselves.  No  "self-made"  man  expects  his 
sons  to  be  "self-made  men.  He  wants  them  to 
escape  the  hardships  of  their  father.  He  desires  to 
make  the  beginnings  of  life  easier  for  them  than 
tliey  were  for  himself.  The  conquest  of  early 
obstacles  is  laudable.  The  necessity  to  encounter 
them  is  regretable.  They  consume  time  and  etfort 
which  must  be  subtracted  from  the  act  of  starting. 

Both  the  fact  of  a  sturdy  ancestry  of  achieving 
freemen  and  the  fact  of  careful  preparation  for  his 
profession  must  be  predicated  of  the  cultivated 
physician  and  surgeon  of  whom  we  write.  Lebbeus 
Baldwin  \\'ard,  the  father  of  our  subject,  who  was 
born  in  New  Jersey,  April  7,  1800,  and  who  died 
in  New  York  City,  June  15,  1S85,  was  directly 
descended  through  his  father  from  revolutionary 
soldiery,  and  though  his  mother  from  the  celebra- 
ted Dod  family  of  Newark  and  Princeton, 
renowned  as  teachers  and  exponents  of  natural 
forces,  and  conspicuously  identified  with  the  institu- 
tions and  literature  of  science.  The  mother  of  Dr. 
Ward,  nec  Miss  .\.bby  Dwight  Pratt,  of  Hatfield, 
Massachusetts,  was  descended  through  both 
parents  from  the  best  Old  England  and  New 
England  stock,  and  was  the  daughter  of  a  clergy- 
man of  marked  strength  of  intellect  and  character. 
The  father  of  Dr.  Ward,  whose  recent  death  be- 
came the  occasion  of  marked  tribute  to  his  worth 
and  deeds  by  the  press  of  the  State,  was  first  an 
engine  builder  and  then  a  maker  of  wrought-irun 
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forgings,  being  the  founder  of  the  Hammerslcy 
Forge  Works,  at  tlic  foot  of  Fifty-nintli  street,  New 
York,  on  the  North  River.  He  was  an  occupant 
of  many  business,  judiciary  and  rehgious  trusts,  a 
member  of  the  Slate  Assembly  when  the  position 
was  honorable  in  fact  as  well  as  in  designation, 
and  a  Commissioner  of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Police,  in  the  first  years  of  its  establishment. 

Of  Revolutionary  and  Puritan  forces  the  repre- 
sentative, Samuel  \\.  ^^'ard  was  born  in  New  York 
City  on  June  8,  1842,  in  the  large  stone  house 
which  his  father  had  built  in  the  English  style, 
near  the  forge  works,  as  a  homestead.  Early  in 
life  he  put  forth  the  evidences  of  the  qualities  which 
have  since  conspicuously  marked  him.  He  was 
studious,  practical,  a  lover  of  nature,  fond  of 
physical  sports  and  accomplishments.  He  was 
generous,  unsuspicious  and  winningly  frank. 
He  had  the  ability  to  inspire  confidence  among 
those  with  whom  he  contended  for  the  prizes  of 
youth  in  manly  emulation.  The  society  of  an 
ideal  home  made  his  progress  in  the  studies  of 
boyhood  easy,  inciting  and  rewarding,  and  at  the 
age  of  16  he  entered  Columbia  College  in  his 
native  city,  well  prepared  for  the  course^  of  training 
to  which  he  was  subjected  in  that  institution.  He 
graduated  with  honors  in  1S61.  Not  only  did  he 
stand  among  its  first  in  academic  honors,  but  he 
was  chosen  by  his  classmates  to  the  highest  posi- 
tions within  the  gift  of  their  friendly  sutTrages. 
His  scholarship  and  his  popularity  were  thus 
attested  on  the  threshold  of  his  active  life.  After  a 
year  of  as  much  study  as  slower  or  duller  men 
diffuse  into  three  years,  young  Ward  was  appoint- 
ed a  medical  cadet  in  the  United  States  Army. 
The  position  enabled  him  to  combine  with  the 
continued  study  of  medicine  and  surgery  such 
clinical  instruction  and  such  administrative  experi- 
ence as  were  extremely  valuable.  In  1S63  he  was 
commissioned  by  President  Lincoln  an  Acting 
Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  United  States  Army,  and 
in  1864  an  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  United  States 
Volunteers,  a  little  in  advance  of  the  completion  of 
his  medical  studies,  which  he  successfully  pursued 
in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New 
York,  and  in  the  medical  department  of  George- 
town University,  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  He 
was  matriculated  from  the  latter  school.  The 
army  medical  experience  of  Dr.  Ward  was  mainly 
that  comprised  by  hospital  service  in  Washington, 
Alexandria  and  the  vicinity.  It  was  such  as 
brought  him  into  contact  with  a  great  variety  of 
complaints  and  injuries.  It  enabled  him  to  work 
with  and  under  the  ablest  minds  in  his  profession. 
Jt  familiarized  him  with  the  relations  of  govern- 
ment service  to  great  sanitary  undertakings.  It 
devolved  large  responsibilities  on  him,  and  he 
showed  coolness,  readiness  and  resource  in  meet- 
ing them. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  though  accorded  the  op- 
portunity of  remaining  in  the  service  of  the 
government  in  the  line  of  his  jjrofession,  Dr.  Ward 
began  the  practice  of  it  in  his  native  citv.  He 
was  made  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  then  of  Sur- 
gery in  the  Women's  Medical  College.    He  met 


with  decided  success  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion.    His  class  lectures  at  the  first  showed  that 
crispness,  aptness  and  directness,  tlie  ability  to  en- 
lighten and  to  incite  students,  which  they  po.ssess 
in  marked  degree.     He  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  Northwestern  Medical  and  Surgical  Society  of 
the  metropolis  and  was  made  its  secretary.  He 
I  began  and  has  since  continued  the  contribution  of 
accounts  of  cases  to  the  jlledkal  Record  and  to  the 
Xeiv  York  Medical  Jourjial.    He  became  and  has 
remained  an  active  companion  of  the  first  class  of 
the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion.    In  1871, 
he  married  the  late  Nina  N.  Wheeler,  daughter  of 
William  A.  Wheeler,  Esq.,  of  New  York  City,  of 
whom  death  bereaved  him  in  October,  1S83.  Dur- 
I  ing  his  residence  in  New  York  Dr.  Ward  was 
I  elected  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  famous  Seventh 
I  Regiment,  with  the  rank  of  captain,  on  June  i, 
I   1872,  a  position  he  held  until  June  12,  1876,  the 
year  in  which  he  removed  to  Albany. 

The  activities  and  honors  of  his  profession  have 
crowded  on  this  gentleman  at  the  State  capital. 
Plis  position  as  the  Professor  of  Pathology,  Prac- 
I  tice,  Clinical  Medicine  and  Hygiene  in  the  ^Medical 
College  of  .\lbany  has  made  him  widely  known 
I  throughout  the  profession.     He  has  long  been  the 
surgeon  of  the  Fifth  Brigade,  formerly  the  Ninth 
Brigade  of  the  State  National  Guard.     He  has, 
since  September,    1883,   been  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Health  of  the  city,  and  since  January, 
1885,  one  of  the  Civil  Service  Examiners  for  State 
officers.    A  member  of  the  New  York  County  and 
I  Albany  County  [Medical  Societies,  Dr.  Ward  has 
several   times    been    elected  a  delegate   to  the 
American  ^Medical  Association,  and  he  is  a  per- 
manent member  of  the  State  Medical  Society.  In 
all  the  movements  of  his  profession,  within  the 
capital  or  the  State,  he  has  been  required  to  become 
meritedly    f)rominent   on    the    demand   of  his 
I  brethren,  while  the  State  and  municipal  authorities 
i  have  availed  themselves  of  his  knowledge  and  skill 
I  in  the  counsel  they  have  taken  touching  large 
I  sanitary  subjects.     He  became  A.  M.  by  the  act  of 
I  Columbia  College,  his  abna  mater,  in  1864,  and  he 
received  the  degree  of  Ph.  D.  from  Union  Univer- 
sity on  June  28,  1SS2.     In  1S85  he  was  confirmed 
by  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  University  of  the 
!  State  as  a  member  of  the  e.xecunve  committee  of 
I  the  State  Normal  School,  at  Albany,  in  place  of 
I  the  Hon.  St.  Clair  McKelway,  resigned. 

The  citation  of  the  proofs  of  professional  and 
i  public  preferment  could  be  continued.  But  enough 
I  has  been  given  to  serve  the  purpose  of  showing 
I  that  Dr.  Ward  has  won  a  distinguished  position  in 
!  his  profession  alike  by  the  concession  of  its  mem- 
I  bers   and   in  the  opinion  of  the  public.  The 
[  enumeration  of  the  dignities  and  trusts  he  has  re- 
ceived does  not  touch  the  question  of  his  personality; 
neither  can  the  essentially  narrative  nature  of  an 
outline  biography  do  so.    Those  who  stand  to 
him  in  the  relation  of  personal  friends  or  profes- 
i  sional  colleagues  know  that  tlierc  are  few  men  in 
1  the  world  of  so  attractive  an<l  worthy  personal 
I  parts,  and  that  his  culture,  knowledge  and  judg- 
I  ment,  developed  by  study  and  labor  in  his  own 
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land  and  by  study  and  travel  in  many  foreign 
countries,  are  as  distinctive  and  pronounced  as  are 
his  qualities  of  fellowship.  As  the  physician  and  the 
friend,  the  best  record  he  has  made  is  in  the 
hearts  of  those  with  whose  sorrows  and  joys  his 
own  life  has  been  blended.  That  record  is  un- 
reportable  and  sacredly  privileged  from  the  public 
gaze. 

SYLVESTER  D.  WILLARD,  ^I.  D. 

Dr.   Sylvester  David  Willard  was  born  in 
Wilton,   Conn.,   June    19,     T825,  and  died  in 
Albany,  April   2,   1865.     He  came  of  the  same 
family  as  those  eminent  divines,  the  Rev.  .Samuel  ; 
Willard  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  Willard,  the  former  [ 
of  whom  was  a  Vice-President  and  the  latter  Presi- 
dent of  PLirvard  College.     His  iather  was  a  highly 
respectable  physician  and  an  honored  citizen  ;  his  ' 
mother,  who  was  of  a  much  esteemed  family  of 
Albany,  was  a  lady  of  great  moral  and  Christian 
worth.    Young  Willard  received  his  literarv  train- 
ing at  an  academy  in  his  native  place.    In  the  fall 
of  1845       came  to  Albany,  upon  invitation  of  ' 
his  relative.  Dr.  Wing,  with  whom  he  became  a 
student.     He  entered  the  Albany  Medical  College, 
graduating  therefrom  in  the  winter  of  'S48.  ! 

Afcer  serving  for  some  time  as  an  assistant  to  Dr. 
Wing,  he  began  practice  on  his  own  responsibilitv, 
and  very  early  attracted  the  attention  and  tiic  conli- 
dence  of  that  eminent  citi-^en,  the  late  Dr.  T.  Romevn  i 


Beck,  to  whom,  perhaps,  more  than  to  any  other 
individual,  he  was  indebted  for  the  earliest  e.xpres- 
sions  of  public  respect  and  confidence  that  were 
awarded  to  him.  Shortly  after  he  began  practice 
he  became  connected  with  the  Albany  County 
^ledical  Society,  and  served  successively  as  its 
secretary,  vice-president  and  president.  In  1S5S 
he  was  a  delegate  to  the  State  ^ledical  Society, 
and  was  appointed  its  permanent  secretary,  an 
office  which  he  signally  honored,  especially  by 
preparing  each  successive  year,  with  great  ability, 
a  volume  of  the  Society's  transactions. 

From  th.>  opening  of  the  Rebellion,  in  1S61,  his 
whole  heart  went  into  every  movement  connected 
therewith  ;  and,  in  the  spring  of  1S62,  he  went, 
with  two  other  prominent  physicians  of  Albany,  to 
act  as  a  volunteer  surgeon  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  From  Fortress  Monroe  he  proceeded  to 
White  PIcjuse,  where  he  was  invested  with  an 
important  agency  in  establishing  a  large  tield  hos- 
pital, which  brought  immediate  relief  to  many 
hundreds  of  our  wounded  soldiers.  During  a  brief 
sojourn  there,  he  suffered  the  severest  hardships 
of  labor  and  exposure,  and  contracted  a  di.sea.se 
which  developed  itself  more  fully  after  his  return, 
and  which  there  is  some  reason  to  believe  was  never 
entirely  dislodged  from  his  constitution.  He  made 
one  or  two  attempts  afterward  to  return  to  this  field 
of  labor,  but  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  object. 

But  the  most  important  public  enterprise  in 
which  Dr.  Willard  engaged  was  the  establishment 
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of  an  institution  for  the   relief  of  the  chronic 
insane.     His  mind  had  been  directed  to  this  sub- 
ject for  a  considerable  lime,  and  he  had  collected 
a  vast  amount  of  information  bearing  upon  it, 
which  he  had   embodied  in    a    luminous  and 
elaborate  report.    That  report  had  met  with  a 
most   respectful  attention  from  the  Legislature, 
and  everything  indicated  the  speedy  carrying  out 
of  the  plan  which  he  had  proposed,  when  Dr. 
Willard  found  that  his  days  of  activity  on  earth 
were  numbered.     The  Willard  Asylum  for  the 
Insane,   so  named  as  a  memorial  of  him,  has 
been  established  since  his  decease.    At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was   holding  the    jjositions  ot 
Secretary  of  the  State  ^Medical  Society,  Examining 
Surgeon  for  the  Pension  Office,  and  Surgeon-Gen-  i 
oral  of  the  State,  all  of  which  were  to  him  posts  of 
arduous  labor  and  unceasing  fidelity.     But  the  j 
duties  of  these  offices,  in  addition  to  his  more 
private  professional  engagements  and  other  diver- 
sified   claims    upon    his   time,    imposed  upon 
him  a  burden  greater  than  his  physical  constitution 
was  able  to  bear.    A  sudden  attack  of  disease, 
superinduced  by  excessive  exertion,  accomplished 
its   fatal  work  within    a   very   few   days.    The  | 
solemnities  of  his  funeral,  as  well  as  the  warm  ! 
memorial  tributes  of  different  bodies,  including  the  ; 
Legislature  of  the  State,  furnished  the  most  un- 
questionable evidence  that  his  death  was  regarded 
as  a  public  calamity. 

Dr.  Willard's  intellectual  character  was  marked 
by  quick  perception,  sound  judgment,  retentive 
memory,  and  much  more  than  th.e  ordinary  power 
of  analysis  and  investigation.  A  diligent  student  | 
of  books  and  a  close  observer  of  men  and  things,  j 
he  acquired  a  very  large  amount  of  general  as  well  \ 
as  professional  knowledge,  and  he  devoted  much  I 
time  to  the  local  history  and  biography  of  the 
medical  profession,  the  results  of  which  appear  in 
"  Albany  Medical  Annals,"  Vol.  i.  He  possessed 
large  executive  ability,  and  power  of  readily  bring- 
ing other  minds  into  harmony  with  his  own.  He 
had,  moreover,  an  exquisite  taste,  an  eye  to  discern 
whatever  is  beautiful  in  nature  or  art,  and  the  deli- 
cacy of  his  perceptions,  especially  in  regard  to 
architectural  proportions,  was  well-nigh  unrivaled. 
His  moral  qualities  were  akin  to  his  intellectual 
ones.  He  had  great  simplicity  and  directness  of 
character.  With  him  the  question,  "  what  is  right 
was  all  absorbing,  and  he  sought  to  settle  it  by 
light  from  above  and  from  witlun,  without  listening 
to  the  pleas  of  expediency  or  of  imagined  self- 
interest.  His  spirit  was  eminently  genial  and 
cheerful,  and,  with  his  fine  intellectual  qualities  and 
more  than  ordinarily  attractive  manners,  rendered 
him  a  most  agreeable  companion.  He  was,  withal, 
a  man  of  great  benevolence.  There  was  a  chord 
strung  in  his  heart  that  vibrated  quickly  to  every 
form  of  human  sutVering. 

But  the  intellectual  and  moral  qualities  with 
which  Dr.  Willard  was  originally  endowed  were 
essentially  modified  in  their  action  by  the  influences 
of  Christianity.  When  about  sixteen  years  old, 
during  an  extensive  revival  of  religion  in  his 
native  place,  he  entered  upon  the  Christian  life, 


and  shortly  after  he  joined  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Wilton,  and  on  his  becoming  a  resident 
of  Albany  transferred  his  membership  to  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church  of  this  city,  which  \vas  unbroken 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  For  several  years 
he  superintended  the  mission  school  in  Lydius 
street  with  great  fidelity  and  success,  though  it 
must  have  been  at  no  small  inconvenience,  in  view 
of  his  daily  professional  engagements.  In  his  med- 
ical practice  he  often  prescribed  for  the  spiritual 
as  well  as  the  physical  man.  The  grand  enterj)rise 
for  the  relief  of  one  of  the  most  terrible  forms  of 
human  woe,  which  he  had  so  much  at  heart  in  his 
last  days,  was  evidently  prosecuted  not  merely 
from  considerations  of  public  expediency,  nor  yet 
merely  or  chiefly  from  the  influences  of  a  naturally 
benevolent  spirit,  but  from  those  higher  principles 
and  feelings  which  it  is  the  province  of  Christianity 
alone  to  inspire. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTES  OF  S0:ME 
PHYSICIANS. 

William  How.vRn  Bailey  was  born  in  Bethle- 
hem, Albany  County,  December  28,  1S25.  He 
was  the  seventh  child  of  Dr.  Solomon  Bailey. 
When  about  fi\  e  years  of  age  his  father  discontin- 
ued the  active  practice  of  his  profession  and  re- 
tired to  a  farm.  His  father  had  always  manifested 
a  great  interest  in  the  education  of  the  young,  and 
was  fc>r  years  the  active*  school  officer  of  the  town. 
His  family  received  his  first  and  continued  atten- 
tion, and  to  him  more  than  to  the  schools  in  the 
neighborhood  were  they  indebted  for  their  educa- 
tional foundation  upon  which  to  build  in  after  life. 
After  the  death  of  his  father,  which  occurred  when 
he  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  he  continued  his 
studies  at  Albany  Academy,  the  Academy  at  Utica, 
the  State  Normal  School  at  Albany,  and  the 
.Seminary  at  Cazenovia.  Five  years  he  devoted  to 
teaching.  While  having  the  charge  of  the  Cnion 
school  in  Trumansburg,  he  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine.  He  continued  it  all  spare  hours 
during  the  two  years  that  he  hud  charge  of  male 
academy  in  Cassetor,  Alabama.  He  returned  to 
his  native  county,  attended  lectures  at  the  Albany 
]\Iedica'  College,from  which  he  graduated  in  1S53. 
His  mother,  living  in  Utica,  induced  him  to  com- 
mence the  practice  of  his  profession  there,  but  in 
September,  1S54,  he  removed  to  Albany,  where  he 
has  been  in  practice  since.  He  was  made  mem- 
ber of  the  Albany  County  ^Medical  Society  in  1854: 
was  four  years  its  treasurer,  delegate  to  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  President  of 
the  County  Society;  was  made  a  permanent  mem- 
ber of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York  in  1S64,  and  was  Secretary  of  the  same  from 
1865  to  1S75.  He  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
He  received  the  honorary  degree  of  M.  D.  from 
Soule  University,  Texas,  in  1S71,  and  the  degree 
of  LL.  D. ,  in  1877,  from  the  Washington  and  jetf- 
erson  College,  Penn.  He  was  elected  Alderman 
of  Albany  in  1874.  In  1882  he  was  appointed 
one  of  the  consulting  board  of  the  Pludson  River 
State  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  at  Poughkeepsie,  a 
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position  he  continues  to  hold.  He  was  Obstetrician 
several  years  at  Alt)any  Hcjspital  ;  also  U.  S.  Ex- 
amining Surgeon  for  Pensions. 

O.  D.  Ball  was  born,  1840,  in  Otsego  County; 
educated  at  Hartwick  Seminary;  received  his  A. 
^I.  degree  at  Union  College  ;  entered  the  army  in 
1861;  served  as  Regimental  Quartermaster,  Third 
New  York  Artillery;  as  Ordnance  Officer,  Third 
Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  and  Assistant 
Adjutant-General,  Department  N.  C.  Graduated 
in  medicine  from  New  York  College  of  I'hy.sicians 
and  Surgeons,  1S67;  practicetl  medicine  in  Otsego 
County  until  1S74;  then  removed  to  Albany,  and 
continued  the  practice  ever  since.  Was  Coroner 
of  Otsego  County  three  years;  President  of  Otsego 
County  j\[edical  Society,  and  for  three  years  Dem- 
onstrator of  Anatomy  in  Albany  Medical  Col- 
lege. 

J.\MEs  F.  Barker  was  born  in  Schenectady 
in.  1 85 1.  He  is  of  New  England  ancestry.  He 
graduated  from  Union  College  in  i  S74.  He  studied 
under  Dr.  James  FI.  Armsby,  of  Albany,  and 
graduated  from  the  Medical  College  in  that  city  in 
1877.  In  the  same  year  he  began  practicing  with 
Dr.  Gideon  H.  Armsby.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Albany  County  IMedical  Society.  Among  the  papers 
written  by  him  is  a  biographical  sketch  of  Dr. 
Gideon  H.  Armsby,  who  died  in  1882. 
yEzRA  Albert  Bartlett  comes  of  a  historic 
mmily,  his  great-erandfather.  fosiah  Bartlett, 
M.  D.,  being  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  Dr.  Bartlett  served  three  years  in 
Battery  "  M,"  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  during  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion.  He  received  the  degree  of 
A.  B.  from  Rochester  University  in  1870,  and 
that  of  M.  D.  from  Albany  Medical  College  in 
1879,  since  which  he  has  practiced  in  Albany.  He 
was  married  in  1871  to  Miss  Jennie  Sargent,  of 
Rochester,  N.  Y.  The  name  of  Bartlett  abounds 
in  every  department  of  literary  and  professional 
life  in  this  country,  especially  in  New  England. 

Herman  Bendell  began  practicing  in  Albanv 
in  1876.  He  has  met  with  success,  and  while 
he  is  well  versed  as  a  general  physician,  he 
has  made  his  specialty  diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear. 
In  this  difficult  branch  he  has  acquired  high  repu- 
tation. He  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Instruction,  and  has  been  its  President  for  one 
term. 

-  John  Milton  Bigelow  was  born  in  Albany, 
August  22,  1846.  He  graduated  from  Albany  Aca- 
demy in  1S63,  from  Williams  College  in  1866,  from 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York 
City,  in  1869,  and  received  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
from  the  Albany  Medical  College  in  1870.  He 
began  practice  in  Albany.  His  specialty  is  diseases 
of  the  throat,  air  passages  and  heart.  He  is  a 
member  of  ihe  County  ^Medical  Socictv,  and  the 
State  Society.  He  was  County  Physician  foriS76 
and  1S77.  In  1870  he  was  ajipoint^d  Professor 
of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  and  AttenLling 
Physician  to  the  Albany  Ilosjiital,  and  in  1S76  to 
St  Peter's  Hospital.  He  has  written  papers  on 
"Idiopathic    Peritonitis,"    "Croup,"    "  Plyperi- 


drosis,"  "Tobacco  Poisoning,"  and  other  sub- 
jects. 

Joseph  H.  Blatnf.r,  of  German  descent,  was 
bom  in  Albany,  August  20,  1848.  He  attended 
private  schools,  the  Albany  Academy,  Amherst  and 
Williams  Colleges,  and  graduated  from  the  Albany 
Medical  College  in  1S72.  Pie  studied  abroad  for 
two  and  one-half  years,  entering  at  Leipsic,  Prague 
and  Vienna,  and  visiting  the  large  hospitals  of 
Germany,  England  and  France.  While  at  Prague 
he  received  the  degree  of  ]M.  A.  O.  During  the  rirst 
two  }'ears  of  his  practice  he  was  in  partnership 
with  Dr.  A.  ^'anderveer.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Albany  Dispensary  Staff,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Albany  County  IMedical  Society.  His  spe- 
cialties are  obstetrics  and  diseases  of  women  and 
children. 

Richard  J.  Brown  was  born  in  1849,  '^i 
Lanark,  Perth  County,  Canada.  He  attended 
school  there  until  17  years  of  age,  when  he  entered 
the  printing  office  of  the  Perth  SlandarJ.  He  was 
a  reporter  for  one  year  ;  then  went  on  the  Toronto 
Globe.  He  left  this  business  and  entered  St. 
Michael's  College,  Toronto.  After  meeting  with 
man)'  reverses  he  removed  to  Alliany  in  1870, 
making  it  his  home  ever  since.  He  entered  the 
office  of  Swinburne  &  Balch,  graduated  from  the 
Albany  Medical  College,  and,  in  iSSi,  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession. 

Frederick  Luke  Classen  was  born  in  Albany, 
July  7,  1S57.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  graduating  from  the  High  School  ;  gradu- 
ated from  Albany  ^^ledical  College  in  iSSi,  and  at 
once  began  practice.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Al- 
bany County  Medical  Society,  and  has  been  one 
of  its  Censors.  He  has  held,  since  1883,  the  posi- 
tion of  Coroner's  Physician.  His  specialty  is  dis- 
eases of  the  tliroat  and  lungs.  He  is  author  of 
"Aneurism  of  the  Aorta,"  "  Water  as  a  Surgical 
Dressing,"  and  "  Hydro  Nephrosis." 

John  Bliss  Conklin  was  born  in  Sand  Lake, 
Rensselaer  County,  in  1832.  His  family  moved  to 
Illinois  in  1884.  He  graduated  at  Chicago  Medi- 
cal College  in  1852.  He  read  homoeopathy  and 
graduated  in  that  school  in  Detroit  in  1S54.  He 
practiced  in  Bennington,  Vt. ,  one  year.  IMade 
cancers  a  specialty,  and  practiced  in  Butfalo,  N.  Y. , 
six  months;  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  eighteen 
months  :  and  in  Mexico,  si.x  months.  Returning, 
he  settled  in  Albany  in  1S62,  where  he  has  smce 
continued  practicing  his  profession. 

Charles  M.  Culver  was  born  at  West  Trov, 
September  28,  1856.  He  graduated  from  Union 
College  in  1878,  and  from  Albany  Medical  College 
in  iSSi.  He  attended  at  the  University  of  Berlin 
for  eight  months,  going  thence  to  Paris,  where 
his  studies  were  pursued  for  ten  months  ;  thence 
to  London,  returning  to  Albany  in  18S3,  where 
he  began  practice  as  an  oculist  and  aurist.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Albany  County  IMedical 
S'jciet}-.  During  the  [present  year,  his  translation 
from  the  French  of  Dr.  Landolt's  (Paris)  work 
on  "Refraction  and  Accommodadon  of  the  Eye'' 
will  be  published. 
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Frederic  C.  Curtis,  though  of  New  England 
parentage,  was  born  in  South  Carolina.  lie 
graduated  fr(;m  Eeioit  College  in  1866,  and 
received  his  Ni.  D.  from  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  New  York,  in  1870,  after  which  he 
took  a  year  of  travel  in  Europe.  He  was  estab- 
lished here  in  1871.  He  is  an  ex-President  of  the 
County  INIcdical  Society,  permanent  member  of 
the  State  Society,  and  member  of  American  Public 
Health  Association  and  American  Dermatological 
Association,  editor  of  "Albany  Medical  Annals," 
and  of  Vol.  HI  of  "County  Society  Transactions." 
He  is  Professor  of  Skin  Diseases  in  the  Albany  Med- 
ical College,  and  physician  in  the  same  department 
in  Albany  and  St.  Peter's  Hospitals.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

John  Savage  Delavan  was  born  in  Ballston, 
Saratoga  County,  October  x8,  1840.  He  was  a 
student  at  Military  Insdtutes  and  at  Union  College. 
He  graduated  from  Albany  Medical  College  in 
1 86 1,  practicing  in  Albany  for  one  year.  During 
the  Civil  War  he  served  as  surgeon  in  various  posi- 
tions. At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to 
Albany,  and  was  appointed  Pension  Examining 
Surgeon,  which  he  held,  with  the  exception  of 
about  one  year  passed  in  Europe  on  account  of 
poor  health,  until  1875.  Under  the  administra- 
tion of  ]\Ir.  Ha}  es  he  was  Vice-Consul  at  Geneva, 
returning  to  Albany  in  1S79.  He  was  appointed, 
in  1880,  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  State 
Board  of  Ileakh.  Ilis  specialty  is  diseases  of 
women  He  is  author  of  many  papers,  among 
which  ai  "Vital  Registration,"  " Use  of  Alcuhol 
in  Health,  and  a  series  of  articles  entitled  "  Obstet- 
ric Hints  for  Young  Practitioners.  ' 

Frank  H.  Fisk  was  born,  August  6,  1853,  in 
Salisbury,  Ct.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Bridgeport,  Ct.  ;  studied  medicine  in  Springfield, 
Mass.;  graduated  from  Albany  Medical  College  in 
1882,  and  at  once  began  his  practice  in  Albany. 
His  specialty  is  surgery,  and  he  has  performed 
many  capital  operations.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
County  Aledical  Society. 

David  Fleischmax  was  born  in  Albany,  March 
12,  1859.  He  graduated  from  Albany  High 
School  in  1875,  Yale  College  in  1879,  and  Albany 
Medical  College  in  1881.  Pie  began  practice  in 
Albany  in  November,  1SS2,  making  throat  dis- 
eases his  specialty.  He  is  the  author  of  "  Nasal 
Polypus;"  IS  a  member  of  the  County  Society,  and 
physician  for  throat  diseases  in  the  Albany  Plospi- 
tal. 

Samuel  Huntington  Freeman  is  a  lineal  descend- 
ant of  Edward  PVeeman,  who  came  from  I'.ngland 
in  1635,  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Plym- 
outh. He  is  a  grandson  of  Plon.  Jonathan  Freeman, 
one  of  the  fountlers  of  the  townsiiip  of  Hantjver, 
N.  H.,  and  of  Dartmouth  College,  uf  which  he 
was  trustee  and  treasurer  for  forty  years,  and  a 
member  of  the  United  States  Congress  when 
Washington  was  President,  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
filled  many  other  important  trusts  in  the  history  of 


the  State  and  Nation.  Jonathan  Freeman,  Esq., 
the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
Hanover,  N.  H.,  where  he  was  greatly  esteemed 
for  his  unostentatious  charities  and  probity  of 
character.  Besides  filling  other  important  offices  of 
trust,  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Quorum 
for  more  than  forty  }'ears.  Dr.  Freeman  was  burn 
in  Hanover,  N.  H.,  August  24,  1821,  and  was  grad- 
uated at  Dartmouth  College  in  1843.  studied 
medicine  at  Dartmouth  ^Medical  College,  and 
graduated  at  the  Albany  Medical  College  in  1S46. 
He  afterward  became  associated  with  his  former 
preceptor,  Dr.  James  H.  Armsby,  as  partner  in 
professional  business,  which  continued  for  twelve 
years.  He  has  been  an  active  member  of  the 
Albany  County  Medical  Society,  and  has  contrib- 
uted monographs  on  various  subjects  of  profes- 
sional interest.  He  was  twice  elected  President  of 
this  Society.  His  address  on  "  PI uman  Longev- 
ity and  H_\  giene  '  was  published  in  the  Transac- 
tions of  the  State  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was 
elected  a  permanent  member  in  1S62.  Pie  mar- 
*ried,  in  1851,  Sarah  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Hon. 
Gideon  Hawley,  of  Albany.  He  is  President  of 
the  Board  of  Curators  of  the  Albany  ^vledical  Col- 
lege, and  a  member  of  the  ^Medical  Staff  of  the 
Albany  Plospital,  which  positions  he  has  filled  for 
many  years. 

George  E.  Gorham  was  born  at  Le  Raysville, 
Bradford  County,  Pa.,  November  8,  1S50;  attended 
Le  Raysville  Academy  and  Waverly  Pligh  School, 
and  graduated  from  Hahnemann  College,  Chicago, 
111.,  in  1874.  Pie  located  in  Athens,  Pa.,  remain- 
ing there  until  1S78,  when  he  removed  to  Albany, 
He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Institute  of  Ho- 
moeopathy, the  New  York  State  Society,  the  Albany 
County  Society,  and  the  Society  of  Northern  New 
York.  He  was  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the 
County  Society,  is  now  its  Vice-President,  and  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer  of  Society  for  Northern  New 
York.  He  is  the  author  of  "  Treatment  of  Croup 
by  Inhalation  of  Bromine,"  "Common  Sense 
Therapeutics,"  and  "Acute  Yellow  Atrophy  of  the 
Liver,"  with  cases, 

William  Hailes,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Albany. 
October  14,  1849.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  at  the  Albany  Classical  Insti- 
tute under  Prof.  C.  H.  Anthony.  During  1868 
and  1869  he  studied  under  the  late  Dr.  Alden 
March,  and  classified  his  notes,  which  had  been 
accumulating  for  fifty  years.  During  this  time  he 
articulated  a  skeleton,  which  is  yet  in  the  College 
Museum.  He  graduated  from  the  Albany  Medi- 
cal College  in  1870,  being  class  valedictorian,  re- 
ceiving a  competitive  prize.  In  1872  he  estab- 
lished himself  in  practice  in  Albany,  which  has 
been  interrupted  only  by  two  trips  abroad — one 
taken  in  1S75  Germany  and  Italy;  the  other, 
three  years  later,  to  Paris  and  London,  where  he 
attended  lectures.  During  1869-71  he  was  resi- 
dent physician  in  the  Albany  Hospital,  and  is  now 
attending  surgeon  to  the  same,  and  to  St.  Peter's 
Hospital.  In  1872  he  was  Demonstrator  of  Anato- 
my; in  1873,  Lecturer  on  Surgical  Dressings  and 
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Appliances;  and  since  1S74  has  been  Professor  of 
Histology  antl  PatlioloLrical  Anatomy  in  the  Albany 
IMeclical  Colle,:^'e.  He  has  daily  classes  in  practical 
microscopy,  held  in  Alumni  Hall  of  the  college.  He 
frequently  lectures  before  medical  and  other  societies 
upon  technical,  scientific  and  popular  subjects. 
He  has  performed  many  capital  operations,  his 
specialties  being  surgery,  cathology  and  micros- 
copy. He  is  Vice-President  of  the  County  Medi- 
cal Society,  and  delegate  to  the  British  Medical 
and  New  York  State  societies. 

WiLLi.AM  N.  Hays  was  born  in  New  Scot- 
land, Albany  County,  in  1850.  He  studied  higher 
mathematics,  natural  sciences  and  classics  at  Falley 
and  Whitestown  seminaries  until  1872.  He  then 
began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Prof.  James  H. 
Armsby,  and  graduated  with  honors  from  the  Al- 
bany Medical  College,  in  1875.  He  has  been  resi- 
dent physician  at  the  Albany  Hospital. 

Nelson  Hunting  was  born  in  \\'rights,  Scho- 
harie County,  November  21,  1837;  attended  the. 
Academy  in  Gallupville,  the  State  Normal  School, 
Albany,  and  graduated  from  New  York  Homceo- 
pathic  Medical  College  in  1869.  He  practiced 
for  three  years  in  Gallupville,  removing  to  Albany 
in  1872.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  Homoeopathy,  the  New  York  State  Society 
and  the  Albany  County  Society. 

B.  HuESTF.D  received  his  diploma  from 
the  Albany  IMedical  College  in  1863,  and  in 
1868  opened  r  retail  drug  store  on  the  corner  of 
Eagle  and  Dai  *1  streets.  Dr.  Huested,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1S83,  wiL  appointed  Professor  of  Botany 
and  Materia  Medica  in  the  Albany  College  of  Phar- 
macy, of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders  ;  and 
in  July,  1884,  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of 
Pharmacy. 

P.  J.  Keegan  is  a  well-known  physician  and 
surgeon  of  Albany.  Formerly  he  was  house  physi- 
cian at  iMount  Sinai  Hospital,  New  York,  and  is 
now  visiting  surgeon  to  St.  Peter's  Hospital,  Home 
for  the  Aged,  and  of  the  Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor 
at  Albany. 

Uriah  B.  La^Ioure  was  born,  [March  4,  1844, 
in  Albany;  attended  the  Albany  Academy;  gradu- 
ated from  the  Albany  ^ledical  College  in  1878, 
and  began  practice.  He  is  member  of  Albany 
County  Medical  Society,  and  is  now  its  treasurer. 
Pie  received  the  appointment  of  County  Physician 
four  years  ago,  which  he  still  holds.  His  specialty 
is  diseases  arising  from  the  abuse  of  stimulants. 

Maurice  J.  Lewi  was  born  in  Albany  on  the  ist 
day  of  December,  1837.  After  graduating  from 
the  Albany  Free  Academy  (High  School)  he  took 
a  private  Cornell  course  with  Prof  Altmeyer,  at  the 
same  time  taking  up  the  study  of  medicine.  He 
gratluated  in  January,  1877,  and  acted  as  class 
orator.  Was  appointed  to  the  house  staff  of  the 
Albany  Hos[)ital,  serving  for  one  and  one-half 
years.  He  continued  his  studies  in  187S,  at  the 
University  of  Heidelberg,  and  in  1879  at  the  Vienna 
University,  where  he  became  one  of  the  assistants 
in  the  Children's  Hospital  under  Prof.  Witlerhofer. 


i  On  his  return  from  P'urope  he  commenceil  the  act- 
ive practice  of  medicine,  tlevoting  himselt  more 
particularly  to  diseases  of  women  and  children,  on 
which  subjects  he  has  delivered  several  courses  of 
lectures  in  the  Albany  Medical  College.  He  is  an 
ex-Presiilent  of  the  Academy  of  Metlicine,  has  been 
Secretary  of  the  Albany  County  Medical  Sf)cieiy, 
member  of  the  P'xecutive  Committee  of  the  Alum- 
ni Association,  and  is  connected  with  the  Dispen- 
sary Staff  of  the  Albany  Hospital.  He  has  con- 
tributed variously  to  the  literature  of  medicine, 
more  particularly  in  his  special  branches  of  prac- 
tice. He  is  a  member  of  vafious  fraternal  bodies, 
and  at  present  senior  deacon  of  \\'ailsworth  Lodge, 
No.  417,  of  Free  ]\Iasons. 

John  McAlllster  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  ^larch 
5,  1858,  and  attended  the  Catholic  Brothers'  Col- 
lege, Chicago,  111.,  and  the  public  schools  of  Al- 
bany ;  graduated  from  Albany  Medical  College  in 
1879,  ^ind  at  once  began  practice.  His  specialty 
is  insanity  and  diseases  of  the  nervous  system  ; 
often  called  to  testify  as  an  expert.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Albany  County  ^Medical  Society. 

Henry  March,  son  of  Dr.  Alden  March, 
was  born  at  Albany,  N.  Y. ,  December  13,  1827. 
He  was  educated  in  New  Haven  and  Fairfield, 
Conn.,  and  in  Albany,  graduating  from  Albany 
Medical  College  in  1853.  He  is  a  member  of 
Albany  County  Medical  Society,  of  the  New  York 
State  Medical  Society,  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  and  Curator  of  the  Albany  .Medical 
College.  Pie  was  president  of  the  County  Society 
in  1876,  and  its  treasurer  in  1863.  He  is  the 
author  of  papeis,  read  before  the  County  Society, 
on  "  Anesthetic  Agents,"  "  Polypus  of  Uterus," 
"  Paracentesis-Thoracis,''  etc.;  and  "A  Biograph- 
ical Sketch  of  Jeremiah  O.  Havens,  M.  D. " 
During  the  civil  war  he  served  for  a  brief  period 
as  volunteer  surgeon.  In  1862  he  married  a 
daughter  of  Walter  R.  Bush,  Esq.,  of  Troy,  N.  Y. 
Dr.  March  is  a  director  of  the  Y.  iNI.  C.  A.,  and 
manager  of  the  City  Tract  and  jNIissionary  Society. 

Henry  E.  ]\Iereness  was  born  at  .Sharon  Center, 
Schoharie  County,  March  19,  1849.  Hewaseilu- 
cated  at  the  public  schools,  Fort  Plain  Seminary, 
Knoxville  Ac  ulemy,  and  the  State  Normal  School 
at  Albany,  where  he  graduated  in  1869.  He 
studied  medicine  with  Dr.  James  H.  .-\rmsby,  and 
grailuated  from  the  Albany  Medical  College  in 
1874,  and  began  practice  in  Albany.  His  spe- 
cialty is  obstetrics.  He  was  valedictorian  of  his 
class,  and  was  for  some  time  Treasurer  of  the  .Al- 
bany County  Medical  Society.  Since  1879  has 
been  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  Marine  Hos- 
pital service  for  the  Port  of  Albany.  He  is  Sur- 
geon on  the  staff  of  Albany  Burgesses  Corps,  and 
Treasurer  of  the  same. 

Cyrus  S.  Merrill  was  born  in  Vermont.  He 
graduated  from  Amherst  College  in  1867,  and  from 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York, 
in  1870,  and  settled  in  .\lbany,  making  a  specially 
of  Ophthalmology  and  Ot<jlogy.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  .American  Ophthalmology  Society,  of  the 
American  Otology  Society,   and  of  the  Albany 
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County  Medical  Society.  He  has  received  ap- 
pointments as  Professor  of  Ophthalmology  in  the 
Albany  Metlical  College,  Ophlhmalic  and  Aural 
Surgeon  to  St.  Peter's  Hospital,  the  Albany  City 
HuS{)ital,  to  the  Child's  Hospital  in  Albany,  and  to 
the  Troy  Hospital.  He  is  the  author  of  many 
papers  upon  his  specialty. 

William  E.  Milbank  was  born  in  Coeymans, 
Albany  County,  jNIarch  8,  1841.  He  graduated 
from  the  Albany  Academy  in  1S59,  '^""-^  from  the 
Albany  Medical  College  in  1S72.  Pie  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Albany  County  Plomaxipalhic  Society,  of 
the  New  York  State  Societv,  and  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Plomceopathy,  being  for  several  years  Sec- 
retary of  the  County  Society.  His  specialty  is  Sur- 
gery. 

Edward  Moore,  M.  R.  C.  V.  S.,  located  in 
Albany  in  1872.  He  went  abroad  and  matriculated 
at  the  Royal  Veterinary  College,  London,  receiving 
honors.  He  was  there  offered,  by  the  Privy 
Council,  the  position  of  Inspector  under  the  pro- 
visions of  "  The  Contagious  Diseases  Act."  In 
1877  Dr.  IMoore  returned  to  Albany.  He  has 
been  veterinar)-  editor  of  the  Cultivator  and  Country 
Gentleman  for  seven  years,  and  is  a  Fellow  of  the 
Veterinary  Medical  Association  of  London,  Eng- 
land. His  reputation  as  a  cattle  pathologist  is  well 
established,  and  his  practice  extends  throughout 
the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Frederick  D.  Morrill  was  born  in  Wakefield, 
Mass..  August  3,  1855.  He  attended  the  gram- 
mar '>ols  of  Boston  and  the  public  schools  of 
Albany,  N.  Y. ;  graduated  from  the  Albany  ^Med- 
ical College  in  18S0,  beginning  practice  the  same 
year.  During  1879,  'So,  '81  he  was  resident  physi- 
cian of  the  alms-house,  and  is  now  City  District 
Physician.  His  specially  is  diseases  of  women  and 
children;  is  author  of  "  Injections  and  their  Uses 
in  the  Practice  of  Medicine. "  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Albany  County  Medical  Society. 

George  S.  ]\Iunsox  was  born  in  Waterford,  Sara- 
toga County,  April  4,  1856.  He  was  educated  by 
private  tutors,  at  Anthony's  Classical  Institute  and 
Princeton  College,  and  graduated  from  the  Albany 
INIedical  College  in  18S0.  The  two  years  following 
were  passed  in  New  York  under  the  teachings  of 
,Drs.  Knapp,  Noyes  and  Agnew,  and  while  there 
he  was  First  Assistant  to  the  New  York  Ophthal- 
mic and  Aural  Institute,  Dr.  Knapp,  Surgeon-in- 
Chief.  He  began  practice  in  Albany  in  1S82,  and 
was  married  in  1884  to  Miss  ]\Iay  S.  Downing,  of 
the  city.  He  has  been  for  two  years  Ophthalmic 
and  Aural  Surgeon  to  St.  Peter's  Ho.-^pital,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Albany  County  ]Medical  Society. 

Wm.  H.  Murray  was  born  in  Pound  Riilge, 
Westchester  County,  December,  1845;  graduated 
at  Union  College,  1867,  and  Albany  Medical  Col- 
lege, 1868;  settled  in  Albany.  1870;  was  Supervisor 
of  Sixteenth  Ward,  1877,  and  held  the  position  four 
years.  He  was  elected  Alderman,  1882,  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Commun  Council.  By  virtue  of  that 
office,  was  sworn  in  as  Mayor  when  r^Iayor  Nolan 
resigned,  and  held  the  office  till  the  Courts  gave  it 
to  Dr.  John  Swinburne.  •  Has  held  the  offices  of 


Police  Surgeon,  District  Physician,  Coroner's  Phy- 
sician, and  now  holds  the  office  of  Physician  to 
Penitentiar}-.  Has  held  the  office  of  Vice-President 
and  Treasurer  of  Albany  County  Medical  Society. 

Theodore  W.  Nellis  was  born  at  Schoharie 
Court  House.  He  graduated  from  the  Schoharie 
Academy  in  i86q,  and  the  Albany  Medical  Col- 
lege in  188 1.  His  specialty  is  the  treatment  of 
hernia  and  kindred  diseases  ;  he  is  the  manufac- 
turer of  trusses  and  other  surgical  appliances,  and 
conducts  the  business  of  druggist  and  apothecary. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Albany  County  Medical 
Society,  treasurer  of  the  Alumni  Association  of 
the  College,  and  a  member  of  its  executive  com- 
mittee. 

William  J.  Nellis  was  born  at  Schoharie  Court 
House,  September  3,  1855.  He  graduated  from 
the  Schoharie  Academy  in  1872,  and  from  the  Al- 
bany ]Medical  College  in  1879,  and  at  once  began 
practicing  in  Albany.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Al- 
bany County  Society,  and  for  two  years,  18S3  to 
'85,  served  as  Censor. 

George  W.  Papex  was  born  in  Albany  in  1834  ; 
graduated  at  the  Columbia  ^Medical  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York  City,  in  1874. 
He  has  practiced  his  profession  in  Albany  for  the 
last  eleven  years. 

T.  Kirkland  Perry  was  born  in  Dublin, 
Cheshire  County,  N.  H.,  June  16,  1852.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Albany,  graduating 
in  1 566,  and  received  a  classical  education  through 
private  tutors.  He  served  several  years  with  Messrs. 
Clement  &  Rice,  as  their  prescription  clerk;  studied 
under  Dr.  A.  Vanderveer,  and  graduated  from  the 
Albany  Medical  College  in  1875.  ''^'^^  essayist 
of  his  class,  and  received  a  prize  for  his  thesis.  He 
at  once  began  practice.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
County  Society;  was  its  secretary  in  187S,  and  is 
now  its  vice-president.  He  is  author  of  papers 
upon  "  Clinical  Thermometry,"  "  History  ot 
Anencephalic  Monsters,"  "  Scarlatina,  with  Un- 
usual Com{)lications,"  and  an  address,  entitlei-1 
"  Obstetric  ^Memoranda,"  delivered  as  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  County  Society,  in  1884.  He  has 
been,  since  1876,  member  of  the  dispensary  staft" 
of  the  City  Hospital,  and  is  attending  Physician  at 
St.  Peter's  Hospital.  He  was  married,  in  1S78,  to 
Grace  Crosby  r^Ioore,  who  died  in  April,  1885, 
leaving  two  children. 

Charles  H.  Porter,  of  Dutch  and  New  Eng- 
land ancestry,  w.is  born  in  Ghent,  Columbia 
County,  November  11,  1S34.  He  was  educated 
in  Pludson,  N.  Y.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  at 
Yale  College,  where  he  was  made  A.  M.  in  i^>57. 
His  medical  studies  were  pursued  in  the  Albany 
Medical  College,  whence  he  graduated  in  1861. 
He  settled  in  this  citv,  making  a  specialty  of  med- 
ical jurisprudence,  f le  is  a  member  of  the  New 
York  State  Medical  Suciety,  and  of  the  Connecticut 
Academy  of  Science.  He  has  been  a  frccpient  con- 
tributor to  professional  journaN;  for  two  years  he 
was  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Vermont  Medical 
College,  and  fmm  1855  to  1862  Professor  of 
Chemistry  and  ^Medical  Jurisprudence  in  the  Albany 
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Medical  College;  from  1872  to  1S74  he  was  at- 
tending Surgeon  to  St.  Peter's  Hospital,  Albany. 
In  the  late  war  he  was  Assistant  Surgeon.  Fortieth 
Regiment,  New  York  Volunteers  ;  and,  fr()ni  1.S62 
to  1S65,  Surgeon  Sixtli  ReLciment,  Xew  Yt)rk  Heavy 
Artillery.  He  has  been  United  States  Examining 
Surgeon  since  1871. 

Porter  La  Fayettf.  Reynolds  was  born  in 
Cabot,  Washington  County,  Vermont,  in  1823. 
He  graduated  from  the  Albany  Medical  College 
in  1861;  he  practicetl  for  six  months  in  Troy,  N. 
Y. ;  then  became  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the  One 
Hundred  and  Sixtv-ninth  New  "\"ork  \'olunteers, 
removing  to  Albany  in  December.  1863.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Albany  Countv  Homceopathic  So- 
ciety, and  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homieop- 
athy. 

Joseph  Warren  Riley  was  born  in  ^^'est  Troy, 
Albany  County ;  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Tro}'  and  graduated  from  the  Troy  Academy.  Be- 
gan the  stutly  of  Meilicine,  187S  ;  graduated  from 
Albany  Medical  College,  i;s82.  Served  two  years 
as  resident  physician  of  the  Albany  alnis-hr)use, 
and  one  year  as  city  physician  ;  has  been  practicing 
since  1882  in  the  city  of  Albany, 

Otto  Rit7.jl\n  was  born  in  Albany,  April  7, 
1857,  and  received  a  common  school  education  ; 
graduated  from  the  Albany  ^Medical  Collegein  1S79, 
and  at  once  began  practice.  He  was  appoint- 
ed District  Physician  in  187Q,  which  he  still  hokls. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  County  Society.  In  1884, 
in  partnership  with  W.  H.  [Murray,  M.  D.,  he  es- 
tablished a  drug  store. 

Dennis  P.  Shevlin  was  born,  August  3,  I8^8.  in 
Albany.  He  graduated  from  the  Christian  Broth- 
ers' Academy  in  1S76,  and  from  Albany  Medi- 
cal College  in  1880  ;  practiced  at  Saratoga  Springs 
for  three  years  ;  located  in  Albany  in  1883;  was 
coroner's  physician,  1883,  '84.  His  specialty  is  dis- 
eases of  the  throat  and  lungs.  He  is  member  of 
the  Albany  County  Medical  Society,  Union  ]Med- 
ical  Association,  Saratoga  County  ]\Iedical  Society, 
and  is  Physician  to  <-he  Catholic  Benevolent  Society 
of  Albany. 

John  Henry  Skillicorn  was  born  in  Albanv,  Dec. 
25,  i860,  and  educated  at  .Vlbanv  Hiirh  School, 
Cornell  University,  and  Albany  iVIedical  College, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1883.  He  was  pnj- 
sector  of  anatomy  in  the  Medical  College,  for  the 
years  1882,  '83,  '84,  and  was  the  first  to  successfully 
carry  an  independent  quiz  class  through  the  year. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  County  Societv  and  author 
of  "  How  to  Study  Anatomy  Scientifically, "  "Re- 
ports of  Complicated  Cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  '  and 
contributor  of  various  articles  upon  popular  medi- 
cine. His  spcciall)-  is  surgery,  particularly  frac- 
tures. 

Norman  L.  Snow  was  bora  in  Root,  Montgomery 
County,  April  7,  1839.  He  graduated  from  Union 
College,  1859,  and  from  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  New  York  City  in  ?»Iarch.  1861. 
From  1862  to  1865  he  .served  in  the  United  States 
army;  then  practiced  at  Canajoharie,  N.  Y.,  remov- 


ing in  1875  to  Albany.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Montgomery  C<->unty  Medical  St>ciety,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Albany  Medical  Society,  the  New 
York  State  Medical  Society,  and  of  the  American 
Medical  Association.  From  August  23,  1^62,  to 
February  18,  1864,  he  was  Assi•^tant  Surgeon  in 
the  United  States  army,  and  Surgeon  from  Feb- 
ruary 1 8,  1864,  to  October  18,  1865.  During  the 
summer  of  1S65  he  was  health  officer  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Savannah,  Ga.  He  was  President  of  the 
Albany  County  Society  in  1882.  He  has  served  as 
Alderman-at-large,  and  is  now  President  of  the 
Albany  Common  Council.  Dr.  Snow's  literary 
contributions  are  many,  among  which  are:  "Syph- 
ilitic Degeneration  of  Arteries  as  a  Cause  of 
Aneurism,  "  "Strangulated  Hernia,  with  I'lesult 
of  Nine  Operations,''  and  "  Some  Practical 
Facts  in  Fractures  of  the  Thigh,"  verified  by  the 
treatment  of  twenty-five  cases  occurring  in  private 
practice. 

H.  R.  Starkwe.vther  was  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  June  11,  1850.  Graduated  at  the  Albany 
Medical  College  in  1S71.  Since  that  time  has 
been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
the  city  ot  Albany.  Was  elected  Supervisor  in  1878, 
and  continued  in  the  board  three  terms.  Served 
five  years  as  coroner's  physician  and  is  now  city 
physician. 

B.  U.  Steenberg,  born  in  ]\Ialta,  Saratoga 
County,  April  18,  1839:  graduated  Irom  Albany 
]\Icdical  College,  1870;  was  Secretary  of  the  Albany 
County  Medical  Society  in  1876,  and  \'ice-Presi- 
dent,  1S79. 

John  Benjamin  Stonehouse  was  born  in  Albany, 
June  4,  1852.  He  graduated  from  the  Albany 
Academy  in  1S69,  and  from  the  Medical  College 
in  1 87 1,  from  which  time  until  November.  1874, 
he  was  Assistant  Surgeon  in  "Sanford  Hall,  "  a 
private  insane  asylum  at  Flushing,  L.  I.  ;  he  then 
came  to  Albany,  remaining  until  1S76,  when  he 
became  Resident  Physician,  one  year,  at  "  Brigham 
Hall,"  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.  His  specialties  are 
nervous  and  mental  diseases.  He  is  Secretarv  of 
the  County  Medical  Society.  F'or  three  years  he 
served  as  Lecturer  on  Nervous  and  Mental  Dis- 
eases in  the  Albany  Medical  College,  and  now  has 
charge  of  that  department  in  the  flospital  Dispen- 
sary. He  is  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Albanv  iMed- 
ici.1l  Annah.  Among  works  by  him  are:  "  General 
Paresis  of  the  Insane,"  "Syphilitic  Nervous  Dis- 
eases," "Delirium  Tremens."  In  May,  1S82,  he 
published  the  result  of  "  Niter  of  Amyl  in  Opium 
Poisoning,"  which  he  claims  was  the  first  case  ever 
so  treated.  As  President  of  the  Union  ?kleilical 
Association  he  read,  in  1SS3,  a  paper  entitled 
"  Hist(jrical  Retrospect  of  the  Care  of  the  Insane.  " 

John  Tho.mpson  was  born  at  AUiboy,  County  of 
Meath,  Ireland,  December  10,  1837,  and  emigrated 
to  this  country  in  1847.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  at  Binghamton,  and  graduated  from 
the  iMeilical  Department  of  the  University  of  the 
State  of  New  York  in  1868,  and  at  once  began 
practice  in  Albany.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Albany 
County  Medical  Society. 
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Franklin  Townseno,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Albany, 
November  4,  1S54.  Flis  education  Vias  pursued 
at  the  Albany  State  Normal  School,  the  Albany 
Academy,  and  Williams  College,  where  he  grad- 
uated in  1S73;  three  years  later  he  graduated 
from  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New 
York;  anil  during  1S76-7  was  House  Surgeon  in 
Charity  Hospital,  New  York.  He  then  pursued 
his  studies  at  Vienna,  Strasburg  and  London, 
returning  in  1878,  and  commencing  practice  in 
Albany.  He  is  attending  Physician  at  St.  Peter's 
Hospital,  and  to  the  Protestant  and  the  Catholic 
Orphan  Asylums;  he  is  a  member  of  the  Albany 
County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  has  been 
Censor.  His  specialty  is  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children.  Among  papers  of  which  he  is  the  author 
are:  "  Ovulation  anil  Alenslruation.  considered  in 
their  Physiological  Relations,''  "  Treatment  of 
the  Parturient  Breast,"  "  Some  Considerations  on 
Uterine  Congestions,"  and  "Parturient  Hcumo- 
philia. " 

Thomas  M.  Trego  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
August  30,  1847.  He  graduated  from  Rutgers 
College,  N.  J.,  in  1870  ;  he  studied  medicine  un- 
der Drs.  S.  O.  Vanderpoel,  Thomas,  and  Edward 
R.  Hun,  of  Albany,  and  Thomas  M.  iNIarkoe,  of 
New  York  City,  and  graduated  from  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York,  in  1874. 
He  returned  to  Albany,  where  he  held  the  position 
of  Resident  Physician  to  St.  Peter's  Hospital,  which 
he  soon  resigned  and  bLg.;n  pi.Ktin..  He  was 
shortly  appointed  attending  Physician  at  the  Child's 
Hospital  and  St.  Agnes'  School.  In  1878  he 
visited  England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  Germany  and 
France,  resuming,  upon  his  return,  his  practice. 

Willis  G.  Tucker,  Ph.  G. ,  Ph.  D. ,  was  born, 
Albany,  October  31,  1849.  He  was  educated 
at  the  Albany  Academy  and  the  Albany  Medical 
College,  receiving  his  degree  of  jM.  D.  in  1870. 
Dr.  Tucker's  professional  life  has  been  a  success- 
ful and  busy.  one.  The  offices  held  by  him  are  : 
Assistant  Professor  of  Chemistry,  Albany  Medical 
College,  1 87 1-4  ;  Lecturer  on  Materia  IMedica 
and  Assistant  Piofessor  of  Chemistry,  1S74-5;  Ad- 
junct Professor  of  ^lateria  Medica  and  Chemistry, 
1875-6;  Professor  of  Inorganic  and  Analytical 
Chemistry,  i876-i882,to  which  has  been  added 
Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Registrar 
of  the  Albany  Medical  College,  since  1S82;  Pro- 
fessor of  Natural  Science,  St.  Agnes"  School,  since 
1873;  Instructor  in  Chemistry,  Albany  Academy, 
1874,  etc.,  etc.    Pie  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 


Albany  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  leading  American  medical  and  scientific  socie- 
ties. During  1881-84  he  was  analyst  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health.  Dr.  Tucker,  in  addition  to  his 
professional  work,  has  been  a  contributor  to  various 
scientific  periodicals. 

Albert  V.\ndfr  Veer  was  born,  July  10,  1S41, 
in  Root,  Montgomery  County.  He  attemled 
lectures  at  the  Albany  Medical  College,  the 
National  Medical  College  and  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  New  York,  grad- 
uating in  December,  1S62,  from  the  National 
Medical  College  (^ledical  Department  of  the 
Columbia  College,  Washington,  D.  C. ).  He  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  M.  1).  Ironi  the  Albany  r^lcd- 
ical  College  in  1S69,  and  settled  in  Albanv. 
In  1874-75  he  spent  si.x  months  in  the  h^is- 
piials  of  London  and  Paris.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Albany  County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he 
was  president  in  1873;  ^^e  New  York  State  Med- 
ical Society,  of  which  he  was  elected  president  in 
February,  1S85;  the  American  Medical  Association, 
and  of  the  British  Medical  Association.  He  was 
appointed  Medical  Cadet  in  the  United  States  army 
in  June,  1862:  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  66th  New 
York  Volunteers  in  December,  1862,  and  Surgcim 
in  the  same  regiment  in  June,  1864;  in  iS6y  he 
was  made  attending  Surgeon  of  the  Albany  Hos- 
pital, and  in  1874  of  St.  Peter's  Hospital.  He  was 
elected,  in  1869,  Professor  of  General  and  Special 
Anatomy  in  the  Albany  Medical  College,  and,  in 
1876,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Surgery  in  that  institution.  His  specialty  is  sur- 
gery, in  which  he  has  performed,  successfully, 
many  major  operations.  He  is  also  the  writer  of 
many  valuable  contributions  to  medical  literature. 

John  Wilson  was  boin  in  Ireland  in  181 2, 
emigrating  to  this  country  twenty-one  years  later. 
He  received  a  theological  education  in  a  school 
founded  by  the  Government,  and  taught  one  of  the 
first  public  schools  ever  established  in  Ireland. 
Fie  lived  in  Albany  from  1S33  to  1S43,  when  he 
I  went  to  Syracuse,  graduating  from  the  Syracuse 
Eclectic  Medical  College  in  1847:  he  received 
a  dii.)loma  from  the  New  York  Eclectic  College 
some  years  later.  From  1853  to  1861  he  lectured 
up(in  medical  subjects  throughout  central  New 
York,  and  returned  to  Albany  in  1862.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Albany  District  Eclectic  Meilical 
Society,  and  has  ser\ed  as  its  secretary  and 
treasurer.  He  also  belongs  to  the  State  Eclectic 
Society. 
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HISTORY  OF  EDUCATION. 


By  Prof.  JOJs^TH.A.N  TE>r^i:Y,  1>. 


OF  all  the  colonies  only  [Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut made  early  provision  for  a  common 
school  education  for  the  whole  people.  The  other 
New  England  colonies  made  similar  provision  as 
soon  as  their  numbers  and  organization  made  it 
expedient.  With  these  colonies  it  was,  from  the  first, 
an  established  principle  that  all  government  must 
proceed  from  the  people,  be  formed  by  the  people 
and  for  the  people.  Intelligence  and  virtue  were 
regarded  as  its  only  safeguards.  All  children 
should  early  be  instructed  in  lessons  of  obedience 
to  wholesome  law,  in  virtue  as  its  foundation,  and 
in  knowledge  enough  to  make  them  understand 
their  rights  as  citizens  and  how  to  defend  them,  and 
their  duties  to  each  other  and  how  to  discharge 
them.  It  was  established  that  self-preservation 
demanded  that  the  state  should  insist  that 
the  money  of  tlic  stale,  duly  raiacJ  by  taxation  and 
fairly  apportioned,  should  educate  the  children  of 
the  state.  To  this  principle  there  was  rare  dissent. 
The  crowning  glory  of  New  England,  giving  its  sons 
everywhere  prosperity,  influence  and  power,  comes 
from  its  free  schools. 

Tyranny  was  afraid  of  intelligence  among  the 
people.  In  some  colonies,  as  in  V'irginia,  free 
schools  and  a  consequent  free  press  were  openly 
opposed.  In  New  York,  governors  seldom  dared 
open  opposition;  but  the  schools  were  degraded  by 
indifference  and  neglect. 

DUTCH  COLONIAL  PERIOD. 

The  men  who  held  public  trusts  during  the 
Dutch  colonial  period,  such  as  Directors,  \'ice- 
Directors,  and  officers  under  the  Patroons,  received 
their  education  in  Holland.  This  was  true,  also, 
of  the  few  clergy  and  other  men  of  the  literary 
professions  of  law,  medicine  and  teaching.  During 
the  English  colonial  period,  at  first  the  same  class  of 
men  came  over,  educated  in  the  English  schools. 
They  belonged  to  the  aristocratic  or  wealthy  classes. 
As  a  rule,  they  all  regarded  the  laboring  classes  as 
born  to  toil  and  servitude,  having  little  time  for 
anything  but  drudgery,  and  little  need  of  knowing 
anything  else.  One  of  the  governors  boldly 
declared  that  all  the  common  people  needed  to 


know  was  how  to  earn  money  to  pay  their 
taxes. 

In  the  Charter  of  Freedoms  and  Exemptions 
granted  by  the  West  India  Company  to  all  patroons, 
masters,  or  private  persons  who  "will  plant  col- 
onies in  New  Netherlands,"  under  date  of  June  7, 
1629,  occurs  the  following: 

"XXVII. — The  Patroons  and  Colonists  in  par- 
ticular, and  in  the  speediest  manner,  must  endeavor 
to  find  out  ways  and  means  whereby  they  may 
supplv  a  minister  and  schoolmaster,  that  thus  the 
service  of  God  and  zeal  for  religion  may  not  grow 
cool  and  be  neglected  among  them,  and  they  shall, 
for  the  first,  procure  a  comforter  of  the  sick 
there. " 

In  the  new  project  of  freedoms  and  exemptions 
made  in  1630,  the  same  condition  was  re-enacted 
in  terms  as  follows: 

"The  patroons  shall,  also,  particularly  exert 
themselves  to  find  speedy  means  to  maintain  a 
clergyman  and  schoolmaster,  in  order  that  Divine 
Service  and  zeal  for  religion  may  be  planted  in  that 
country,  and  send,  at  first,  a  comforter  of  the 
sick  diilher. " 

In  the  articles  and  conditions  drawn  up  and 
published  by  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam,  in  163S, 
for  the  colonization  and  trade  of  New  X'etherlands, 
under  the  West  India  Company,  appears  the  fol- 
lowing: "Each  householder  and  inhabitant  shall 
bear  such  tax  and  public  charge  as  shall  hereafter 
be  consid'.red  proper  for  the  maintenance  of 
clergymen  and  comforters  of  the  sick,  school- 
masters, and  such  like  necessary  officers;  and  the 
Director  and  Council  there  shall  be  written  to 
touching  the  form  hereof,  in  order,  on  receiving 
further  information  thereupon,  it  be  rendered  the 
least  onerous  and  vexatious.  ' 

It  is  here  to  be  noted  that  the  comforter  of  the 
sick  and  the  schoolmaster  were  usually  united  in 
the  same  person;  that  he  was  first  to  wait  on  the 
sick  and  render  other  service  as  helper  to  the 
clergyman;  and  that  care  of  the  boys  and  teach- 
ing them  was  oidy  occasional,  and  directed  mostly 
to  religious  catechisms  and  a  little  reading  and 
spelling,  with  much  moral  and  physical  discipline. 
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A  recent  intelligent  writer  observes:  "Religion 
was  the  leading  idea  in  Dutch  teaching.  I  have 
seen  a  Dutch  Primer,  or  A  B  C  Book,  as  it  is 
called  (Amsterdam),  similar  to  our  Ntiu  England 
Pnmer.  It  has  a  large  rooster  on  one  page,  and  a 
picture  of  a  Dutch  school  on  the  other.  The 
master  has  a  cap  on  his  head  and  a  bunch  of  twigs 
in  his  hand.  The  class  stands  before  him  and 
other  boys  are  seated  at  their  desks.  After  a  very 
little  spelling,  succeeds  the  Lord's  Prayer,  Creed, 
Decalogue,  Morning  and  Evening  Prayer,  Grace 
before  and  after  meat.  The  instruction  is  al- 
together religious,  which  feature  (I  suppose)  is 
retained  in  our  Catholic  schools  to  this  day.  The 
English  Episcopalians  also  had  their  Primer, 
corresponding  to  the  Dutch  and  New  England 
Primers. " 

Adam  Roelantsen,  previously  a  schoolmaster  in 
New  Amsterdam,  came  to  Renssclaerwyck  as  a 
settler  in  1639.  From  all  that  has  been  learned, 
he  appears  to  have  been  the  first  schoolmaster  at 
New  Amsterdam  from  1638  to  1639.  He  appears 
in  several  law  suits  from  1638  to  1653.  We  hear 
of  him  last  in  Manhattan. 

We  are  sorry  to  find  that  his  character  was  one  of 
great  rashness  and  imprudence;  that  he  was  easily 
provoked  and  frequently  engaged  in  quarrels  and 
lawsuits  with  his  neighbors.  In  one  of  these  he 
was  found  guilty  of  adultery  and  sentenced  to  be 
publicly  flogged.  Indeed,  the  character  of  the 
early  clergy  and  schoolmasters  was  often  such  as 
to  be  a  scandal  to  "  the  Divine  Service  "  and  to  the 
service  of  educating  the  children. 

Dr.  O'Callaghan  well  says:  The  state  of 
morals  in  New  Amsterdam  was,  at  this  period 
(1638),  by  no  means  healthy,  owing  as  well  to  the 
description  of  persons  which  trade  brought  thither, 
as  to  the  absence,  in  a  great  part,  of  an  agricultural 
population.  This  remark  applies  as  well  to  Bever- 
wyck,  and  to  other  years  than  1638. 

The  mass  of  the  people  who  came  to  New 
Netherlands  were  unable  to  read  or  write.  Most  of 
them  were  indifferent  to  the  matter.  Hence, 
schools,  when  opened,  were  kept  irregularly,  by  ill- 
qualifieil  and  unprincipled  men,  and  as  a  temporary 
service. 

The  better  educated  and  more  prosperous  spoke 
and  wrote  of  the  imi)orlance  of  good  school- 
majiters.  But  the  monev  and  elToit  ncccssar\'  to 
secure  them  were  seldom  given.  These  were 
needed  in  the  interests  of  trade. 

That  a  school  was  needed  and  in  contemplation 
in  Bcverwyck  as  early  as  1643,  's  made  manifest 
by  a  letter  of  the  worthy  Arendt  Van  Curler  to  the 
3a 


patroon.  But  we  find  no  evidence  that  this  "  con- 
templation "  resulted  in  action.  Indeed,  very  little 
is  said  about  schoolmasters  or  schools  in  Rens- 
selaerwyck  or  Beverwyck  during  the  whole  Dutch 
period. 

A  schoolmaster,  in  1644,  was  estimated  at  one- 
fourth  the  value  of  a  clergyman,  or  thirty  florins 
per  month,  finding  his  own  rations.  In  1661,  his 
pay  had  advanced  to  eighteen  guilders  per  munih 
and  board-wages.  It  m-ay  have  been  all  he  was 
worth. 

The  commonalty  were  required  to  have  the  youth 
instructed  by  good  schoolmasters.  But  the  require- 
ment was  seldom  enforced.  The  common  people 
were  poor;  the  government  had  matters  to  see  to  of 
more  personal  interest.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the 
schools  were  not  free  so  long  as  the  patroons  were 
required  to  pay  for  them. 

The  schoolmaster  of  that  early  day  ''acted  many 
parts."  He  was  expected  to  be  especially  helpful 
to  the  minister  and  the  church  out  of  school  as  well 
as  in.  It  was  his  duty  to  "promote  religious 
worship,"  to  "read  the  word  of  God  "  at  the  open- 
ing of  service,  and  sometimes  to  "exhort  the 
peof)le. "  Pie  was  a  "consoler  of  the  sick."  He 
attended  the  consistory.  He  was  church  clerk, 
sexton,  bell-ringer  and  grave-digger,  and  usually 
served  as  foresinger,  precentor  or  chorister.  A 
very  useful  man  he  might  be;  but  how  much  of  a 
teacher  could  he  be  ! 

"A  comforter  of  the  sick  who  could  also  act  as 
schoolmaster."  "A  precentor  who  could  also 
act  as  schoolmaster."  Old  documents  often  use 
these  expressions. 

The  historian  of  the  town  of  Flatbush  writes: 

"  From  the  records  of  the  town,  it  appears  that  the 
schoolmaster  acted  as  town  clerk,  and  as  the  rates  of 
tuition  were  low,  previously  to  the  American  revolution, 
the  offices  of  sexton  and  "  foresinjjcr,"  or  chorister  of  the 
church,  were  conferred  upon  him,  with  a  view  to  ijicrease 
his  emoluments,  tie  received  all  interment  fees  for  infants 
and  adults,  according  to  a  scale  of  established  prices,  and 
for  his  services  as  chorister  he  was  paid  an  annual  salary 
by  the  consistory  of  the  church.  The  chorister,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  duty  of  taking  the  lead  in  setting  and  singing  the 
Psalms  and  Hymns,  was  also  required  to  ring  the  bell  for. 
all  public  services,  to  read  the  commandments  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  morning  worship,  and  the  Apostles' 
Creed  in  the  afternoon.  These  latter  services  were  all 
pertbrmed  in  the  Dutch  language,  and  uniformly  continued 
so  until  about  the  year  1790,  at  the  time  w  hen  Mr.  llabriel 
Ellison,  the  first  English  schoolmaster,  left  the  village." 

I'latbush  did  not  differ  much  from  other  settle- 
ments of  those  days. 

It  is  deemed  worthy  of  note  by  an  observer  in 
1647,  that  a  college  had  been  founded  in  Massachu- 
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setts  some  ten  years  before;  but  little  or  no  efforts 
had  been  made  by  the  authorities  of  New  Nether- 
lands to  estabUsh  even  a  primary  school  in  any  part 
of  the  country.  It  was  asserted  that  ''  the  youth  is 
spoiled,"  and  needed  a  school  that  they  might  be 
"kept  out  of  the  street"  and  "under  strict  subor- 
dination." Grog-shops  and  houses  where  tobacco 
and  beer  could  be  had  were  plenty.  They  were 
sometimes  kept  by  discouraged  schoolmasters. 

In  the  remonstrance  against  the  management  of 
the  West  India  Company,  made  by  Adrien  Van- 
der  Donck  and  others,  claiming  to  represent  the 
people  of  New  Netherlands,  and  addressed  to  the 
Lords  States  General,  in  1649,  occurs  the  follow- 
ing: "There  ought  to  be,  also,  a  public  school, 
provided  with  two  good  teachers,  so  that  the  youth 
in  so  wild  a  country',  where  there  are  so  many 
dissolute  people,  may,  first  of  all,  be  instructed 
and  indoctrinated,  not  only  in  reading  and  writ- 
ing, but  also  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  Now  the 
school  is  kept  very  irregularly,  by  this  one  or  that, 
according  to  his  fancy,  as  long  as  he  thinks 
proper. " 

In  his  reply  to  this  remonstrance,  in  the  same  year, 
Secretary  Van  Tienhoven,  in  behalf  of  the  Director- 
General,  adm.its  that  the  new  school-house  has  not  I 
been  built,  and  that  "  there  is  no  Latm  school  or  | 
Academy;"  but  claims   that  a  place    has  been  I 
selected  for  the  school  of  Jan  Cornelissen,  while  | 
other  schools,  enough  for     the  circumstances  of 
the  country,"  are  kept  by  "other  teachers'  in 
"hired  houses."    But  little  credit  can  be  given  to 
any  statements  made  by  this  corrupt  man  and  ser- 
vile tool  of  the  West  India  Company.    His  history 
shows  him  to  have  been  most  corrupt  in  morals 
and  false  to  every  trust. 

Later,  the  remonstrants,  complaining  of  the 
neglect  of  the  interests  of  New  Amsterdam  by  "the 
Company"  and  its  Director,  say:  "The  plate  has 
been  for  a  long  time  passed  around  for  a  common 
school,  which  has  been  built  with  words;  for  as  yet 
the  first  stone  is  not  laid.  Some  materials  only 
have  been  provided.  However,  the  money  given 
for  the  purpose  hath  all  disappeared  and  is  mostly 
spent,  so  that  it  falls  somewhat  short;  and  nothing 
permanent  has,  as  yet,  been  effected  for  this  pur- 
pose." This  complaint  was  made  in  1650.  Its 
statements,  no  doubt,  represent  the  true  state  of 
matters  in  regard  to  educating  the  common  peoj^le 
of  New  Netherlands  during  the  Dutch  colonial 
period.  It  is  true  that  the  "Dutch,"  as  Broadhcad 
tells  us,  "  v,-ere  eminently  a  charitable,  well-edu-  I 
cated,  moral  people."  Holland  had  eminent  | 
scholars  and  educated  and  pious  ministers;  but  | 


they  did  not  often  come  to  New  Netherlands  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  with  the  West  India  Ccjmpany 
traders  or  the  patroons.  That  the  traders  of  "  the 
Company"  or  the  merchants  of  Amsterdam  gave 
themselves  much  trouble,  beyond  a  few  words, 
about  the  schoohng  of  their  countrymen  and  their 
children  in  the  Valley  of  the  Hudson,  does  not 
appear  in  history.  In  the  inflated  speeches  and 
writings  of  some  ill-advised  orators  and  writers  of 
more  recent  times  only,  do  we.  read  erroneous  state- 
ments on  this  subject.  History  should  be  true,  to 
be  valuable.  The  best  principles  of  Holland 
patriots,  scholars  and  Christians  did  not  shine  forth 
in  the  representatives  of  the  West  India  Company 
who  came  to  early  New  Netherlands  as  agents  and 
traders.  It  is  false  to  history  to  color  them  as 
scholars,  philanthropists  and  saints. 

The  local  authorities  were  sometimes  earnestly 
besought  to  provide  the  inhabitants  with  a  proper 
schoolmaster.  "Perceiving  how  necessary  such  a 
person  was  to  the  establishment  of  a  well- consti- 
tuted republic,"  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
build  a  school-house  and  to  collect  funds  for 
defraying  whatever  expenses  might  be  incurred. 
Andries  Janse  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  this 
institution  in  the  course  of  the  following  year,  and 
received  a  present,  on  entering  upon  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  of  $20.  This  was  at  Beverwyck  in 
i6:;o;  but  his  services  appear  to  have  been  of  short 
duration. 

Rev.  Gideon  Schaets,  who  was  "  called  as  min- 
ister to  Rensselaerw}ck  "  in  1652,  and  was  after- 
ward, at  the  request  of  the  inhabitants  of  Fort 
Orange  and  Beverwyck,  minister  of  the  latter 
place,  was  directed  to  teach,  also,  the  Cate- 
chism there,  and  instruct  the  people  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures  and  to  pay  attention  to  the  office  of 
schoolmaster  for  the  old  and  young."  History  is 
silent  in  regard  to  his  service  as  a  schoolmaster. 
His  ministerial  service  was  a  turbulent  one  enough. 

About  1656,  the  Holland  City  of  Amsterdam 
offered  certain  conditions  to  emigrants  to  New 
Netherlands,  which  were  submitted  to  the  Directors 
of  the  West  India  Company,  and  received  their 
approval.    These  are  found  among  them : 

"  7.  Said  city  shall  cause  to  be  erected  about  the 
market,  or  in  a  more  convenient  place,  a  public 
building  for  Divine  Service  :  item,  also,  a  house  for 
a  school,  which  can  likewise  be  occupied  by  the 
person  who  will  hereafter  be  sexton,  psalmselter 
and  schoolmaster  ;  the  city  shall,  besides,  have  a 
house  built  for  the  minister. 

"  S.  The  city  aforesaid  shall  provisionally  provide 
and  pay  the  salary  of  a  minister  and  schoolmaster, 
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unless  their  High  IMightinesscs  or  the  Company 
think  otherwise.  " 

The  cities  did  not  like  to  pay  taxes;  and  "the 
Company"  and  "their  High  Mightinesses" 
usually  thought  "otherwise."  These  inducements 
to  emigration  remained  on  paper. 

After  giving  an  extended  account  of  the  wretched 
condition  of  the  churches  throughout  the  colony 
in  1656,  Dr.  O'Callaghan  truly  remarks:  "  Bad 
as  it  was  with  the  churches,  it  was  worse  as 
regards  schools;  not  one  of  all  these  [ilaces. 
whether  Dutch  or  English,  had  a  schoolmaster, 
e.xcept  the  Manhattans,  Beverwyck  and  Fort 
Cassimer. " 

We  can  produce  no  stronger  testimony  in  regard 
to  the  state  of  popular  education  in  the  colony  of 
New  Netherlands,  even  toward  the  latter  part  of 
its  existence,  than  what  follows.  These  clergy- 
men had  spent  some  years  in  the  colony,  the 
former  as  the  first  spiritual  guide  sent  out  to  Rens- 
selaerwyck  by  the  patroon,  and  the  latter  as  the 
minister  of  New  Amsterdam. 

Revs.  John  Megapolensis  and  Samuel  Drisius 
write,  in  1657,  after  making  some  statements  in 
regard  to  the  churches  in  the  province,  that  "It 
is  to  be  added  that  (to  our  knowledge)  not  one  in 
all  these  places,  whether  Dutch  or  English  Villages, 
hath  a  schoolmaster,  except  Manhattans,  Bever- 
wyck, and  now  one,  also,  at  Fort  Cassimer  on  South 
River;  and  though  some  parents  would  give  their 
children  some  instruction,  yet  they  experience 
much  dilFiculty,  and  nothing  else  can  be  expected 
than  a  ruined  youth  and  a  bewilderment  of  men's 
minds.  Scarcely  any  means  can  be  seen  to  remedy 
this  evil:  First,  because  some  villages  are  only  in 
their  first  establishments,  and  whilst  people  come 
naked  and  poor  from  Holland,  they  have  not 
means  to  provide  a  minister  and  schoolmaster; 
Second,  because  there  are  few  qualified  persons  in 
this  country  who  can  or  will  teach." 

However  much  Stuyvesant  may  have  valued 
learning,  and  seen  the  need  of  it  among  the  com- 
mon people,  and  made  promises,  he  subordinated 
everything  to  the  immediate  interests  of  the  West 
India  Company,  whose  servant  he  was;  and  spent 
revenues  and  time  freely  for  garrisons  and  for 
military  excursions  to  extend  and  preserve  their 
territorial  and  mercantile  advantage  against  the 
Swedes,  the  English,  the  French  and  the  Indians. 
He  had  no  money  for  schools.  He  got 
up  collections  which  were  never  used  for  the 
purpose;  he  suggested  the  f)uthousesof  the  govern- 
ment buildings  as  gouii  enough  places  fur  common 
schools;  and  sutTered  intemperate,  illiterate  and 


vicious  schoolmasters  to  have  charge  of  them. 
Schools  on  paper  were  often  referred  to  by  the 
public  officials;  and  school-rooms  in  out-of-the- 
way  places,  with  lack  of  proper  provisions  fnr  seat- 
ing, light  and  warmth,  were  rented  when  not 
needed  for  any  other  purpose,  so  long  as  the 
schoolmaster  saw  fit  to  occupy  the  gloomy  places. 
The  clergy  were  poorly  enough  paid,  unless  they 
became  favorites  of  the  government  or  entered  into 
land  speculations;  but  public  schoolmasters,  as 
well  as  official  "  dog-whippers, "  often  failed  to 
receive  for  their  menial  service  even  the  salary  or 
tuition  promised.  They  usually  secured  some 
more  desirable  place  as  soon  as  possible.  Some 
turned  to  trade,  others  to  tavern-keeping,  and  not 
a  few  became  servitors  in  some  capacity  under  the 
government. 

Whatever  the  schools  were  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  Dutch  colonial  period  was  largely  due  to 
the  clergy  of  the  villages,  most  of  whom  seem  to 
have  been  educated  in  Holland,  England,  or  New 
England  before  they  came  here.  They  and  the 
leading  officers  of  the  government  and  some  of 
their  agents  were  usually  men  of  diligence  and  obser- 
vation, and  learned  for  those  times.  Gov.  Stuyve- 
sant employed  a  private  tutor,  thus  showing  his 
esteem  for  learning  and  his  lack  of  confidence 
in  the  other  schools  of  New  Amsterdam. 

The  first  Latin  high  school  of  the  province, 
taught  by  one  Dr.  Curtius,  was  established  in  1659, 
in  New  Amsterdam,  and  patronized  chiefly  by 
the  aristocratic  classes.  It  soon  came  into  trouble 
on  account  of  the  peculiar  notions  of  some  of  the 
parents  and  the  lack  of  firm  and  independent 
government  on  the  part  of  the  learned  school- 
master. Plis  pupils  "beat  each  other  and  tore  the 
clothes  from  each  other's  backs,  '  while  "  s< :)me  of 
the  parents  forbade  him  punishing  their  children.'' 
Dr.  C.  returned  to  Holland  in  disgust,  and  Kev. 
Mr.  Luyck,  private  tutor  to  the  sons  of  ]\Ir.  Stuyve- 
sant, succeeded  him.  Students  came  to  him  from 
other  villages,  and  even  from  the  colonies  of 
Delaware  and  Virginia,  to  acquire  a  classical  etlu- 
cation.  In  1663,  there  were  two  pupils  from  Fort 
Orange,  and  we  may  believe  there  were  others  from 
its  vicinity.  Previous  to  this,  the  nearest  Latin 
school  was  in  Boston.  We  hear  no  more  of  Dr. 
Luyck  and  his  school  after  1664. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  public  education  in 
New  Amsterdam,  in  Beverwyck, and  placcsadjacent, 
down  to  the  close  of  the  administration  of  Peter 
Stuyvesant,  in  1664,  as  shown  by  the  best  docu- 
mentary and  other  evidence  that  has  come  down 
to  us. 
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EDUCATION  IN  ENGLISH  COLONIAL  NEW  YORK. 

In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  is  fouiul  the 
following  license  : 

Whereas,  the  teaching  of  the  English  tongue  is  neces- 
sary in  this  government ;  I  have,  therefore,  thought  fitt  to 
give  License  to  John  Shiitte  to  bee  the  English  Schoohnaster 
at  Albany  ;  And,  upon  condition  that  the  said  John  Shutte 
shall  not  demand  any  more  wages  from  each  Schollar  than 
is  given  by  the  Dutch  to  their  Dutch  Schoolmasters,  I  have 
further  granted  to  the  said  John  Shutte  that  hee  shall  bee 
tlie  onely  P'nglisli  Schoolmaster  at  Albany. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Fort  James,  in  New  York,  the 
I2th  day  of  October,  1665. 

RicH'n  NicoLLS. 

An  order  for  Jan  Jeurians  Bleccker  [Beecker,  or 
Becker]  to  be  schoolmaster  at  Albany,  granted 
by  Gov.  Lovelace,  reads  : 

Wherkas,  Jan  Jeurians  Beecker  had  a  Graunt  to  keep  ye 
Dutch  school  at  Albany  for  ye  teaching  of  youth  to  read  i; 
to  wryte  yc  \vhich  was  allowed  of  and  confirmed  to  him  by 
my  predecessor  Coll.  Richard  Nicolls.  Notwithstanding 
which  severall  others  not  so  capable  do  undertake  ye  like 
some  perticular  tymes  &  seasons  of  ye  yeare  when  they  have 
no  other  Imployment,  where  by  ye  Schollars  removing  from 
one  Schoole  to  another  do  not  onely  give  a  great  discour- 
agement to  ye  maister  who  makes  it  his  businesse  all  ye 
yeare  but  also  are  hindred  &  become  ye  more  backwards  in 
there  learning  ffbr  ye  reasons  aforesaid  I  have  thought  fitt 
that  ye  said  Jan  Jeurians  Beecker  who  is  esteemed  very  capa- 
ble that  way  shall  be  ye  allowed  schoolmaster  tor  ye  instruct- 
ing of  ye  youth  at  Albany  &  partes  ad  jaccnt  he  following  ye 
said  Imployment  Constantly  &  diligently  &  that  no  other  be 
admitted  to  interrupt  him.  It  being  to  lie  presumed  that  ye 
said  Beecker  for  ye  youth  &  Jacob  Joosten  who  is  allowed 
of  for  ye  teaching  of  ye  younger  children  are  sufficient  for 
that  place. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  tfort  James  in  New  Yorke  this 
l6th  day  of  May,  1670. 

Francis  Lovelace. 

Prof.  Jonathan  Pearson  is  authority  for  the  item 
following:  "On  the  4th  of  April,  1676,  Gerrit  Swartt, 
Jan  Becker  and  Arien  Appel  were  chosen  school- 
masters of  Albany.  They  were  then  to  be  the  sole 
schoolmasters  of  the  village;  but  shortly  after,  the 
same  year,  Luykas  Gerritse  rW)-ngaardl  was  also 
appointed  schoolmaster,  because  he  was  impotent 
in  his  hand." 

Gerrit  Swartt  had  held  the  office  of  Sheriff  of 
Rensselaerwyck  from  166.8  to  1673.  Out  of  poli- 
tics, he  took  up  teaching.  Becker  was  an  inhabi- 
tant of  Fort  CassimcT,  on  the  Delaware  River,  in 
1656,  and  church  clerk  there  ;  in  1660  he  read  ser- 
mons on  Sunday  at  Altoona.  and  was  keeping  tav- 
ern. He  was  soon  after  convicted  of  selling  liquor 
to  the  Indians,  in  violation  of  law,  and  fined  500 
guilders  for  the  offense.  For  this  he  was  pardoned, 
because  he  was  no  worse  than  many  others.  We 
ne.Kt  find  him  petitioning  for  a  clerkship  under 


"the  Company,"  at  Esopus,  or  anywhere  else,  be- 
cause he  had  lost  in  keeping  tavern,  and  became 
poor  and  needy,  and  finally  begged  that  he  might 
"  be  permitted  to  keep  school  to  instruct  the  youth 
in  reading  and  writing,"  if  he  could  get  no  other 
position.  It  seems  that  he  got  a  school  at  Bever- 
wyck,  and  was  confirmed  "  to  keep  ye  Dutch  School 
at  Albany"  by  Gov.  Nicolls,  and  afterward  by  Gov. 
Lovelace.  In  1663  he  had  his  home  at  Greenbush, 
and  was  notary  public  as  well  as  schoolmaster  at 
Beverwyck,  and  was  esteemed  "very  capable  that 
way,  whilst  Jacob  Jooste  Covelens  was  allowed  for 
teaching  the  younger  children,"  He  finally  re- 
moved to  Albany;  was  alderman,  1690-92,  antl 
died  about  1697.  Appel  came  from  Leyden;  had 
a  lot  at  Beverwyck  in  1654,  conditioned  that  he 
build  a  house  to  be  used  as  an  inn  for  travelers  and 
not  an  ordinary  tippling  house.  Two  years  later 
he  sued  his  truckman  for  the  loss  of  an  anker  of 
brandy  ;  and  after  residing  awhile  at  New  Amster- 
dam, became  one  of  the  four  schoolmasters  of  Al- 
bany, from  1676  to  16S6.  Wyngaard  becam.e  a 
baker  and  occupied  the  south  corner  of  Broadwa}' 
and  State  street  as  a  shop  in  171 5.  Such  were 
some  of  the  early  schoolmasters  of  Albany  County. 
As  the  teacher,  so  is  the  school.  As  the  school,  so 
are  the  i)eople  who  sustain  it.  No  further  comment 
is  necessary. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  few  authentic  records 
are  in  existence  touching  the  educational  efforts 
made  by  the  body  of  the  learned  clergy  of  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  in  America.  That  they  were  earnest 
and  as  effective  as  the  times  allowed  is  undoubted. 

We  give  the  following  Articles  of  Agreement  made 
between  the  consistory  of  the  church  and  magis- 
trates of  Flatbush,  on  the  one  side,  and  Johannes 
Van  Eckkelen,  accepted  schoolmaster  and  chorister, 
on  the  other,  in  October,  1682,  as  a  sample  of 
what  was  expected  of  the  schoolmasters  of  200  years 
ago  in  provincial  New  York.  Eckkelen  was  a 
young  man  from  New  Albany: 

School  Service.— I.  The  school  shall  begin  at  eight 
o'clock,  and  go  out  at  eleven  ;  and,  in  the  afternoon  shall 
begin  at  one  o'clock,  an<l  end  at  four.  The  bell  shall  be  rung 
when  the  school  commences. 

II.  When  the  school  begins,  one  of  the  children  shall  read 
the  morning  prayer,  as  it  stands  in  the  catechism,  and  close 
with  the  prayer  iK-fore  dinner;  in  the  afternoon  it  shall  be- 
gin with  the  prayer  after  dinner,  and  end  with  the  evening 
prayer.  The  evening  school  shall  begin  with  the  Lord's 
prayer,  and  close  by  singing  a  psalm. 

III.  He  shall  instruct  the  children  on  every  Wednesday 
and  Saturday  in  the  common  prayers,  and  the  ■  [uestions  and 
answers  in  the  catechism,  to  enable  them  to  rejjeat  them  the 
better  on  Sunday  before  the  afternoon  service,  or  on  .Mon- 
day, when  they  shall  be  catechised  before  the  congregation. 


in.-  '"'fir.  .f r'-M:,!Vi"i'. 


■  1  r 


.  !■!       !.;>  •»;•!!.•■[.•■■.• 

. J-,-       j  -ii;  >;'.t- 
:  "  ■         "    ■      ':;>■:'■:;■;!  ■.        i:.  U^'i  ":r^^'' 

■  !    .i:,  .  ;/;   :  .l-.r.     ■  ;.J.i  c::.:  i  ■ 

■  -  ,  rj>l  r. ,  ■  i;. 

''.'it/r;':  .i-'-fi 

.,   .       ■  •  •  -iV!- j ■  .  '         •■jy,  Jlrr; 

,  \r.l'\'    ,         .'■■I'l       .  nii-.j:/..  : 

•  '     .  ■  ■  l--  • 


nr.:!; 


EDUCATION. 


253 


Upon  all  such  occasions,  the  schoohnastor  shall  h>c  present, 
and  shall  mjuirc  the  children  to  be  I'riendly  in  their  apjiear- 
ance,  and  encouraj,'e  them  to  answer  freely  and  distinctly. 

IV.  He  shall  be  reiiuiretl  to  keep  Ids  school  nine  months 
in  succession,  from  Septend^cr  to  June,  in  each  year,  in  case 
it  should  Ix;  concluded  upon  to  retain  his  services  for  a  year 
or  more,  or  without  limitation;  and  he  shall  be  required  to 
be  regulated  by  these  articles,  ami  to  perform  the  same  du- 
ties which  his  predecessor,  JanThibaud,  above  named,  w  as 
required  to  perform.  In  every  particular,  therefore,  he  shall 
be  required  to  keep  school,  according  to  this  seven  months 
agreement,  and  shall  alw  ays  be  present  himself. 

CtiURCii  Service. — I.  lie  shall  keep  the  church  clean, 
and  ring  the  bell  three  times  before  the  people  assemble  to 
attend  the  preachmg  and  catechism.  Also  before  the  sermon 
is  commenced,  he  shall  read  a  chapter  out  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  and  that  between  the  second  and  third  ringing 
of  the  bell.  After  the  third  ringing  he  shall  read  the  ten 
commandments,  and  the  twelve  articles  of  our  faith,  and 
then  take  the  lead  in  singing.  In  the  afternoon  after  the 
third  ringing  of  the  bell,  he  shall  read  a  short  chapter,  or 
one  of  the  Psalms  of  David,  as  the  congregation  are  assem- 
bling, and  before  divine  service  commences,  shall  introduce 
it,  by  the  singing  of  a  Psalm  or  Ilylmn. 

II.  When  the  minister  shall  preach  out  of  town,  he  shall 
be  required  to  read  twice  before  the  congregation,  from  the 
book  commonly  used  for  that  purpose.  In  the  afternoon  he 
shall  also  read  a  sermon  on  the  explanation  of  the  cate- 
chism, according  to  the  usage  and  practice  approved  by  the 
minister.  The  children,  as  usual,  shall  recite  their  ques- 
tions and  answers  out  of  the  catechism,  on  Sunday,  and 
he  shall  instruct  them  therein.  He,  as  chorister,  shall  not 
be  required  to  perform  these  duties,  whenever  divine  ser- 
vice shall  be  performed  in  Flatlands,  as  it  would  be  un- 
suitable, and  prevent  many  from  attending  there. 

III.  For  the  administration  of  Holy  Baptism,  he  shall 
provide  a  basin  with  water,  for  which  he  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  from  the  parents,  or  witnesses,  twelve  styvers. 
He  shall,  at  the  expense  of  the  church,  provide  bread  and 
wine,  for  the  celebration  of  the  Holy  Supper.  He  shall  be 
in  duty  bound  promptly  to  furnish  the  minister  with  the 
name  of  the  child  to  be  baptised,  and  with  the  names  of 
the  parents  and  witnesses.  And  he  shall  also  serve  as  mes- 
senger for  the  consistory. 

IV.  He  shall  give  the  funeral  invitations,  dig  the  grave, 
and  toll  the  bell,  for  which  service  he  shall  receive  for  a  per- 
son of  fifteen  years  and  upwards,  twelve  guilders,  and  for 
one  under  that  age,  eight  guilders.  If  he  should  be  re- 
quired to  give  invitations  beyond  the  limits  of  the  town,  he 
shall  be  entitled  to  three  additional  guilders,  for  the  invita- 
tion of  every  other  town,  and  if  he  should  be  required  to 
cross  the  river,  and  go  to  New  York,  he  shall  receive  four 
guilders. 

School  Mo.ney.-^Hc  shall  receive  from  those  who  attend 
the  day-school,  for  a  speller  or  reader,  three  guilders  a 
quarter,  and  for  a  writer,  four  guilders.  From  those  who 
attend  evening  school,  for  a  s^jeller  or  reader,  four  guilders, 
and  for  a  writer,  six  guilders  shall  Ije  given. 

Salary. — In  addition  to  the  above,  his  salary  shall  con- 
sist of  four  hundred  guilders,  in  grain,  valued  in  Seewant, 
to  be  delivered  at  Brooklyn  Ferry,  and  for  his  services  from 
October  to  May,  as  above  stated,  a  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty-four  guilders,  in  the  same  kind,  with  the  <lwelling 
house,  barn,  pasture  lot  and  meadows,  to  the  school  apper- 


taining. The  same  to  take  effect  from  the  first  day  of  ( >cto- 
ber,  instant. 

Done  and  agreed  upon  in  Consistory,  under  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  Honorable  Constable  and  Overseers,  the  8th  of 
October,  16S2. 

I  agree  to  the  above  articles,  and  promise  to  perform 
them  according  to  the  best  of  my  ability 

Johannes  Van  Eckkf.lf.n. 

In  tlie  Dutch  period  all  pinvate  schoolmasters 
were  recjuired  to  be  duly  licensed  l>y  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  authorities.  This  requirement,  in 
substance,  was  continued  and  enforced  by  the 
Enghsh.    We  quote  as  follows  : 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  GOVERNOR  DONGAN,  GIVEN  AT  WINDSOI^, 
MAY  29TH,  1686. 

3S.  And  wee  doc  further  direct  that  noe  Schoolmaster  bee 
henceforth  permitted  to  come  from  England  &  to  keep 
school  within  Our  Province  of  New  York  without  the  license 
of  the  said  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  ;  and  that  noe  other 
person  now  there  or  that  shall  come  from  other  parts,  bee 
admitted  to  keep  school  without  your  license  first  had. 

Similar  instructions  were  given  to  Gov.  Sloughter, 
January  31,  1689;  Gov.  Fletcher,  in  1691  ;  to  the 
Earl  of  Bellomont,  -Vugust  31,  1697,  and  to  Gov. 
Hunter,  December  27,  1709,  e.xcept  that  the 
Bishop  of  London,  instead  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  was  named  in  each  of  these  cases. 
Soundness  in  the  belic-fs  and  practices  of  the  Eng- 
lish Church  was  especially  required. 

The  licenses  to  teach  school  have  generalh-  been 
issued  by  the  authority  of  the  Colonial  ulTicers  ; 
but  we  now  find  one  granted  by  municipal  author- 
ity as  early  as  January,  1 700  : 

Att  a  meeting  of  ye  Mayor,  .\ldermen  and  Common  Coun- 
cil held  in  ye  Citty  Hall  of  Albany,  ye  23d  of  January 

The  request  of  Cornclis  Bogardus  by  ye  mouth  of  Mr. 
Willm  de  Meyer  to  l>e  admitted  a  schoolmaster  for  ye  Citty 
is  taken  into  consideration  and  unanimously  doe  graunt  ye 
same,  as  also  a  freeman  of  this  Citty  upon  his  arrivall. 

On  the  27th  of  November.   1702,   "An  act  for 
the  encouragement  of  a  Grammar  Free  School 
in  the  City  of  New  York,"  was  passed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  province.    This  is  bclievLd 
to  be  the  first  legislative  act  for  the  encouragement 
of  public  education  passed  within  the  colony, 
i   "One  able,  skilfull  and  orthodo.x  person"  was  to 
j  be  the  schoolmaster  :   "  youth  and  male  children 
of  French  and  Dutch  e.xtraction,  as  well  as  of  Emr- 
lish,"  were   to  receive  in.itruction   "in  the  lan- 
guages or  other  learning  usually  taught  in  Grain- 
mar  schools,"  and  £^c  annually  were  to  be  paid 
the  said  schoolmaster,  w  ho  was  to  be  licensed  b\' 
the  Bishop  of  London  or  the  Governor  of  the 
i  province,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


mon  Council  of  New  York  Citv.  Lord  Cornbury 
gave  his  ofTicial  approval  to  the  act,  but  it  is  not  in 
evidence  that  he  took  any  interest  in  the  school. 
Under  date  of  April  25,  1704,  he  licensed  George 
Muirson  to  teach  English,  Latin,  Greek,  writing 
and  arithmetic,  and  gave  an  order  for  the  payment 
of  his  half-yearly  salary,  October  20,  1704.  Soon 
after  the  schoolmaster  left  for  England  and  Andrew 
Clarke  was  licensed  as  his  successor  several  months 
later.  But  that  he  ever  taught  docs  not  appear. 
The  act  limited  the  school  to  seven  years,  and  we 
hear  no  more  of  it.  It  seems  to  have  failed  of  suc- 
cess. Nor  is  it  worthy  of  mention,  except  as  one 
step,  however  faltering,  on  the  part  of  the  people, 
to  secure  benefits  for  themselves  and  their  children. 
It  is,  also,  an  interesting  fact  in  our  history  to  put 
on  record  that  John  Abeel,  member  of  the  General 
Assembly  from  Albany  County  (1702-04),  was  one 
of  the  committee  that  reported  the  biil  to  the 
House. 

Cornbury  was  ever  ready  to  sign  his  name  to 
licenses,  accompanied  by  feathery  displays  of 
titles,  because  the  times  seemed  to  call  for  school- 
masters. Several  licenses  were  granted  to  candi- 
dates for  teaching  in  towns  on  Long  Island,  in 
Westchester,  in  Kingston  and  New  York  cities  dur- 
ing the  administrations  of  Cornbury  and  Hunter. 
But  we  find  but  little  said  of  the  schools.  Some  of 
the  teachers  are  found,  soon  after  the  date  of  their 
licenses,  in  speculative  trade,  in  subordinate  public 
office,  in  brawls  and  lawsuits,  either  as  plaintiffs  or 
defendants,  or  in  taking  clerical  orders  in  the 
church.  It  is  evident  that  families  of  wealth  and 
political  position  took  but  little  interest  in  public 
schools  ;  their  taxes  went  to  support  them,  and  the 
children  of  the  poor  attended  them.  The  poor 
then  had  no  votes ;  yet  they  had  a  strength  to 
which  some  respect  must  be  paid.  That  respect 
was  paid  mostly  in  promises. 

A  Dutch  schoolmaster  seems  to  have  been  em- 
ployed at  Kinderhook  as  early  as  1702,  as  appears 
from  the'' following  certificate  in  favor  of  Mr.  Van 
Kleck  : 

Kinderhook  the  30th  Noveinh.,  Anno  Domine  1702. 
In  the  first  year  of  the  Keign  of  her  Majesty  Anne,  Queen 
of  England,  Scotland,  Ireland  and  France,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  W'e  the  undersigned  inhabitants  of  Kinderhook 
patent  acknowledge  and  Declare  that  Paulus  van  \  leg 
during  the  whole  of  the  time  that  he  hath  resided  here  and 
since  he  was  acceiited  as  Precentor  and  schoolmaster  of  our 
Church  hath  truly  comported  himself  to  the  Great  content 
of  our  congregation. 

YOUANNF.S  Van  Alkn, 
COENRAST  r.()RGIl(;HARl)T, 

Abram  van  ALsrvN, 
Zammert  van  Yansan. 


An  early  Albany  schoolmaster  has,  perhaps,  no 
other  memorial  of  service  in  this  capacity  than  the 
following  : 

At  a  Common  Councill  held  in  ye  Citty  Ilall  of  All  any  this 
first  of  May,  1703. 
Evert  Ridder  of  the  Citty  of  Albany  makes  his  humble 
application  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Assistance  to  be 
permitted  to  teach  schoole  in  the  Citty  aforesaid,  which  re- 
quest is  taken  into  consideration,  and  granted  accord- 
ingly. 

Nearly  twenty  years  later  we  find  the  following: 

Att  a  Common  Council  held  in  the  City  Hall  of  Albany,  the 
8th  day  of  April,  1721. 

Whereas  it  is  very  requisite  and  necessary  that  a  fitt  and 
able  Schoolmaster  settle  in  this  city  for  teaching  and  in- 
structing of  the  youth  in  speling,  reading,  writeing  and  cyf- 
lering,  and  Mr.  Johannis  Glandorf  having  oti'ered  his  ser- 
vice to  settle  here  and  keep  a  school  if  reasonably  encour- 
aged by  the  corporation,  It  is  therefore  Resolved  by 
this  Commonalty,  and  they  do  hereby  oblidge  themselves 
and  their  successors  to  give  and  procure  unto  the  said 
Johan's  Glandorf  free  house  rent  for  the  term  seaven  years 
next  ensucing  for  keeping  a  good  and  commendable  school 
as  becomes  a  diligent  Schoolmaster. 

That  a  "  diligent  schoolmaster"  was  "very  requi- 
site and  necessary  "  at  that  time  is  made  patent  l)y 
this  very  document  of  the  City  Fathers. 

It  afterward  appears  that  Mr.  Glandorf  com- 
plained that  the  house  assigned  him  was  too  small, 
and,  on  his  petition,  the  Common  Council,  on  the 
2ist  of  July,  1 72 1,  resolved  to  hire  for  him  a 
larger  house  at  ;^io  per  annum,  to  commence  in 
the  ne.Kt  November,  -\fter  this,  we  hear  no  more 
of  Glandorf  or  his  school. 

Passing  over  all  diese  feeble  efforts  in  the  cause 
of  public  education,  it  is  proper  for  us  here  to  say 
that  no  effort  seems  to  have  been  made  to  revive 
this  free  school  act  of  1702,  nor  to  make  like  pro- 
visions by  law  for  the  encouragement  of  schools  of 
any  kind,  for  a  period  of  more  than  30  years  after- 
ward. Nor  do  we  find  any  record  whatever  of 
legislation  in  the  interests  of  primary  education 
during  the  colonial  history  of  the  State,  nor  until 
after  the  Stale  became  one  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

The  common  schools,  as  intimated  previously, 
gave  little  attention  to  any  except  the  most  common 
branches,  such  as  spelling,  reading,  writing  and  the 
fundamental  rules  of  arithmetic  in  their  simplest  ap- 
plications to  accounts.  Much  attention  was  given 
to  the  catechisms  and  fsrmulas  of  religion  as  taught 
in  the  dominant  church.  The  Ten  Command- 
ments, Lord's  Prayer  and  other  portions  of  the 
Bible  were  taught.  The  Apostles'  Creed  was  some- 
times inclutled. 
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The  study  of  the  mathematical  sciences  was  gen- 
erally regarded  as  more  imjiortant  than  the  studies 
of  nature,  belles-lettres  and  language.  The  pri- 
vate schools  of  the  highest  order  w  ere  expected  to 
teach  arithmetic,  algebra,  geometry,  trigonometry, 
surveying,  gauging  and  navigation.  Very  little  at- 
tention was  given  to  geography  and  the  natural 
sciences.    Little  was  known  of  them. 

In  the  cities,  some  French,  fancy  work,  dancing, 
formal  religion  and  social  formulas,  with  a 
little  English  language  and  literature,  were  taught 
in  one  class  of  private  schools.  In  another  class, 
boys  were  taught  something  of  Latin,  Greek 
and  practical  mathematics,  with  grammar  rules  and 
reading,  spelling  and  writing.  The  student  of  an- 
cient documents  and  records  must  see,  in  the  bad 
penmanship,  miserable  spelling  and  imperfect  or 
barren  sentences,  how  little  was  acquired  in  these 
schools. 

But  the  people  of  that  day  had  much  physical 
activity  and  energy,  with  much  keenness  and  acute 
observation.  They  were  fully  alive  to  the  opportu- 
nities in  their  way,  and  had  about  all  the  learning 
that  their  times  and  situation  demanded.  Schools 
and  books  and  teachers  and  a  broader  and  deeper 
mind  culture  were  sleeping  in  a  future,  in  the  dawn- 
ing only  of  which,  we  may  hope,  we  are  now  liv- 
ing. The  world  moves  slowly  ;  but  it  moves.  We 
must  speak  charitably  as  well  as  truly  of  the  past, 
modestly  of  the  present,  and  hopefully  of  the  future. 

The  venerable  "Society  for  the  Propagation  of 
the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,"  incorporated  in  the 
year  1701,  sent  many  missionaries  to  this  province 
until  nearly  the  period  of  the  Revolution  ;  and,  at 
the  suggestion  of  Col.  Caleb  Heathcote,  furnished 
a  number  of  schoolmasters  for  various  settlements 
of  the  province,  during  a  period  of  more  than  fifty 
years.  The  following  extracts  from  the  official  his- 
tory and  reports  of  the  society  more  fully  exhibit 
the  facts  on  this  subject. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  society  was  to  send  to 
the  English  colonies  on  this  continent,  a  mission- 
ary to  make  personal  examination.  The  person 
selected  was  the  Rev.  George  Keith,  whose  journal 
relative  to  this  tour  is  contained  in  the  "  Collections 
of  the  Protestant  Episco[)al  Society." 

After  Mr.  Keith  came  over  and  had  made  a  sur- 
vey of  the  field  before  hnn,  he,  in  conjunction  with 
the  few  clergymen  then  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
colony,  made  the  following  statement  in  November, 
1702  : 

New  York. — There  are  some  counties,  five  of  which  arc 
inhabited  by  Dutch  and  those  of  Dutch  extraction,  viz.:  Al- 
bany^ Ulster,  Dutchess,  Orange  and  King's  County,  in 


which  the  C'luirch  and  Church  of  Entjland  Schools  h.ivc  nut 
yet  been  settled,  but  the  I'resence  of  the  present  Governor  (jf 
that  Province,  his  E.^cccllency  the  Lord  Cornbury,  lias 
mightily  inlluenced  many  of  tl>e  people  of  the  said  counties 
to  desire  that  Church  of  FJngland  Ministers  and  schoolm.as- 
ters  may  be  sent  amoni^st  them ;  particularly  Albany  repre- 
sentatives have  desired  his  Lordship  that  an  English  .School- 
master might  be  established  in  that  county.  *  •  •  "phis 
Province,  though  it  hath  a  great  number  of  inhabitants,  coulj 
never  yet  obtain  a  public  legally  Established  School. 

A  provision  is  made  by  law  for  six  ministers.  There  is  yet 
no  provision  for  Schoolmasters  made  by  law,  though  by  the 
zealous  recommendation  of  the  Lord  Cornbury  to  the  gen- 
eral Assembly,  a  legal  maintenance  is  undoubtedly  expected, 
and  till  then  the  Church  of  England  Schoolmaster  in  the 
county  of  New  York,  as  heretofore,  will  supported  by  the 
voluntary  contributions  of  those  whose  children  are  instruct- 
ed by  him;  notwithstanding  it  is  humbly  conceived  that  an 
annual  Pension  for  the  support  aiid  further  encouragement 
of  some  Ministers  and  Schoolmasters  in  poor  Towns  will  \nt 
of  great  use  and  service  to  the  Church. 

No  School  house  yet  erected  in  this  Province. 

In  all  these  Counties  where  the  Church  is  established  by 
the  law  of  this  Province,  the  People  generally  are  in  a  readi- 
ness to  embrace  the  Doctrines  and  Worship  of  the  Church, 
and  to  Encourage  Free  Schools. 

Col.  Heathcote  seems  to  have  conceived  a  plan 
for  the  establishment  of  schools  throughout  the 
province,  having  written  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
"Venerable  Society,"  under  date  of  April  10,1704, 
as  follows : 

I  had  once  formed  a  projection  for  fixing  schools  in  this 
country  for  the  benellt  of  all  the  youths  therein,  in  order  to 
their  being  trained  up,  not  only  in  learning  but  in  their  ten- 
der years  to  ingraft  them  in  the  Church,  but  the  storm 
which  was  lately  raised  upon  me  concerning  church  affairs, 
made  me  lay  the  thought  of  it  aside  for  a  while.  However, 
if  God  is  pleased  to  spare  my  life  a  little  longer,  I  will,  with 
His  assistance,  set  it  on  foot,  and  hope  it  will  be  blessed  with 
its  desired  effect. 

This  society  was  very  active,  not  only  in  edu- 
cating the  youth  of  the  Church,  but  in  furnishing 
opportunity  everywhere  in  the  province  to  people 
of  every  kind,  even  negroes  and  Indians,  for  ac- 
quiring the  elements  of  temporal  knowledge  and 
lessons  in  religion  as  taught  in  catechisms,  horn- 
books and  primers.  Efforts  were  made  to  teach 
the  ]Mohawks  and  other  Iroquois  tribes  for  many 
years,  but  with  little  success.  Their  wild  and  per- 
verse nature,  their  roving,  restless  life,  were  all 
against  the  missionary  and  the  schoolmaster. 
They,  after  several  years  of  faithful  trial,  "aban- 
doned this  miserable  race  of  men.  "  This  was  in 
1 71 8.  Some  fifteen  years  later,  further  efforts  to 
instruct  the  Indians  were  made,  with  better  success. 

The  following  specimen  quotations  from  the 
society's  annual  "Abstracts  of  Proceedings"  are 
of  interest  in  this  connection  ; 
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Besides  the  Missionaries,  there  has  been  a  great  Demand 
upon  them  for  Catechists  and  School-Masters  to  Instruct 
not  only  the  .Servants  and  Slaves  (who  have  heretofore  lived 
as  without  God  in  the  World)  but  also  the  Children  of  the 
I'lantcrs,  especially  the  poorer  sort,  in  Readini;,  Writint;, 
and  the  Principles  of  the  Christian  Religion,  as  Taui^ht  and 
Professed  in  the  Church  of  England;  but  the  Narrowness 
of  their  fund  having  obliged  the  Society  to  send  but  few  of 
these,  a  worthy  member  of  their  body,  Colonel  Ileathcote  of 
Neiu  York,  has  suggested  an  expedient  of  maintaining  a 
great  many  more  School- Masters,  at  the  easy  rate  of  Five  or 
Six  Pounds  per  annum,  which  the  Society  has  most  readily 
embraced,  and  referred  it  to  the  Governor  himself,  and  the 
Missionaries  of  that  Province,  to  put  the  proposal  into 
practice. 

Mr.  Iludleslone,  Schoolmaster  at  Ndi.u  York,  teaches  fifty 
poor  children  on  the  Society's  Bounty  to  read  and  write, 
and  instructs  them  in  the  Church  Catechism,  many  of  which 
are  now  lit  for  any  Trade;  and  as  they  go  off,  his  number  is 
always  kept  up,  poor  People  daily  coming  to  see  if  there  is 
any  vacancy  to  admit  their  Children,  being  not  able  them- 
selves to  pay  for  their  Learning. 

The  Society  also  have  received  an  Account  from  Mr. 
Peasly,  in  1731-33,  Schoolmaster  at  AllHmy,\\\  the  Province 
of  Neiv  York,  That  he  hath  lately  instructed  8  negroes, 
viz.:  6  Adults  and  2  Children,  who  have  been  baptized  by 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Miin,  the  Society's  Missionary  at  .-llhany. 

Mr.  N'oxon,  the  Schoolmaster,  writes  from  Ne'di  York, 
Augiisl  6,  173S,  That  he  hath  upwards  of  tifty  poor  Chil- 
dren, whom  he  teaches  to  read,  write  and  cypher  upon  the 
Society's  Charit)  ;  and  brings  to  Trinity  CIiurch,o\\\Vednes- 
days,  Fridays  and  Holy  Days,  to  be  catechised.  He  adds, 
there  is  great  want  of  Common  Prayer-Books  and  Psalters. 

And  as  the  maintenance  of  a  learned  and  orthodox 
Clergy  abroad,  though  the  principal,  is  not  the  only  Intent 
of  this  Corporation,  but  they  are  also  to  make  such  other 
Proz'ision  as  shall  be  found  necessary  for  the  Propagation 
of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts:  The  Society  have  done  all 
in  their  power  to  encourage  the  setting  up  of  Schools,  that 
the  rising  Generation  may  be  brought  up  in  the  Nurture  a?id 
Fear  of  the  Lord,  and  they  give  Salaries  to  three  Catechists 
and  tiuelve  Schoolmasters  for  this  purpose. 

We  give  a  fev  extracts  from  the  standing  orders 
of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in 
Foreign  Parts  relating  to  the  schoolmasters  : 

I.  That  no  person  be  admitted  a  Schoolmaster,  till  he 
bring  Certificates,  with  respect  to  the  Particulars  following: 

1.  The  Age  of  the  Person. 

2.  His  Condition  of  Life,  whether  .Single  or  Married. 

3.  His  Temper. 

4.  His  Prudence.  . .  ■ 

5.  His  Learning. 

6.  His  sol)er  and  pious  Conversation. 

7.  His  Zeal  for  the  Christian  Religion  and  Diligence  in 

his  Calling. 

8.  His  Aflection  to  the  present  Government. 

g.  His  Conformity  to  the  Doctrine  and  Discipline  of  the 
Church  of  England. 

IL  That  no  Person  be  sent,  as  a  Schoolmaster  by  the  So- 
ciety, till  he  has  been  try'd  and  approv'd  by  Three  Mem- 
bers, appointed  by  the  Society  or  Committee,  who  shall 
testify,  by  Word  or  Writing,  his  Ability  to  teach  Reading, 


Writing,  and  the  Catechism  of  the  Church  of  Ein^land,  and 
such  Exposition  thereof,  as  the  Society  shall  order. 

Instructions  for  schoolmasters  employed  by  the 
Society: 

I.  That  they  well  consider  the  End  for  which  they  are 
employed  by  the  Society,  viz.:  The  instructing  anil  di>pos- 
ing  Children  to  believe  and  live  as  Christians. 

II.  In  order  to  this  End,  that  they  teach  them  to  read 
truly  and  distinctly,  that  they  may  be  capable  of  reading 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  other  pious  and  useful  Books, 
for  informing  their  L'nderstandings  and  regulating  their 
Manners. 

III.  That  they  instruct  them  thoroughly  in  the  Cluirch- 
Catechism;  teach  them  first  to  read  it  distinctly  and  exactly, 
then  to  learn  it  perfectly  by  Heart;  endeavoring  to  make 
them  understand  the  Sense  and  Meaning  of  it,  by  the  I  K  ip 
of  such  Expositions,  as  the  Society  shall  send  over. 

IV.  That  they  teach  them  to  Write  a  plain  and  legible 
Hand,  in  order  to  the  fitting  them  for  useful  Employments; 
with  as  much  Arithmctick,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  the  same 
Purpose. 

V.  That  thev  be  industrious,  and  give  constant  Attend- 
ance at  proper  School- Hours. 

\T.  That  they  daily  use,  Morning  and  Evening,  the 
Prayers  composed  for  their  Use  in  this  Collection  with  their 
Scholars  in  the  School,  and  teach  them  the  Prayers  and 
Graces  composed  for  their  Use  at  Home. 

VII.  That  they  oblige  their  Scholars  to  be  constant  at 
Church  on  the  Lords-Day  Morning  and  Afternoon,  and  at 
all  other  Times  of  Publick  Worship;  that  they  cause  them 
to  carry  their  Bibles  and  Prayer  Books  with  them,  instruct- 
ing them  how  to  use  them  there,  and  how  to  demean  them- 
selves in  the  several  Parts  of  Worship;  that  they  be  there 
present  with  them,  taking  Care  of  their  reverent  and  decent 
Behaviour,  and  examine  them  afterwards,  as  to  what  they 
have  heard  and  learned. 

VII.  That  when  any  of  their  Scholars  are  fit  for  it,  they 
recommend  them  to  the  Minister  of  the  Parish,  to  be 
publickly  Catechized  in  the  Church. 

IX.  That  they  take  especial  Care  of  their  Manners,  both 
in  their  Schools,  and  cut  of  them;  warning  them  seriously 
of  those  Vices  to  which  Children  are  most  liable;  teachmg 
them  to  abhor  Lying  and  Falsehood,  and  to  avoid  all  Sorts 
of  Evil-speaking;  to  love  Truth  and  Honesty;  to  be 
Modest,  Gentle,  Well-behav'd,  Just  and  Aflable,  and 
Courteous  to  all  their  Companions;  respectful  to  their 
Superiors,  particularly  toward  all  that  mini-ter  in  holy 
Things,  and  especially  to  the  Minister  of  their  Parish;  and 
all  this  from  a  Sense  and  Fear  of  .\lmighty  God;  endeavor, 
ing  to  bring  them  in  their  tender  Years  to  that  Sense  of 
Religion,  which  may  render  it  the  constant  Principle  of 
their  Lives  and  Actions. 

X.  That  they  use  all  kind  and  gentle  Methods  in  the 
Government  of  their  Scholars,  that  they  may  be  lov'd,  as 
well  as  fear'd  by  them;  and  that  when  Correction  is  neces- 
sary, they  make  the  Children  to  understand,  that  it  is  given 
them  out  of  kindness,  for  their  Cloi)d,  bringing  them  to  a 
Sense  of  their  Fault,  as  well  as  of  their  Punishment. 

XI.  That  they  frequently  consult  with  the  Minister  of  the 
Parish,  in  which  they  dwell,  about  the  Methods  of  manag- 
ing their  Schools,  and  l)e  ready  to  be  advised  by  him. 

XII.  That  they  do,  in  their  whole  Conversation,  shew 
themselves  Examples  of  Piety  and  Virtue  to  their  Scholars, 
and  to  all,  with  whom  they  shall  converse. 
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The  labors  of  these  schoolmasters  and  catcchists 
seem  to  have  been  very  self-denying,  devoted  and 
useful.  They  continuetl  from  about  1702  to  1776. 
The  annual  salaries  paid  varied  between  £']  and 
£^0,  the  clergy  receiving  the  highest  salary. 

Says  Rev.  Dr.  Berrian,  speaking  especially  of 
Trinity  Church  : 

There  is  nothing  with  which  I  have  l>een  so  much  struck 
and  improved,  in  tlie  investigation  of  the  early  history  of 
this  I'arish,  as  the  zeal,  the  earnestness,  and  devotedness  of 
thi'  schoolmasters  and  catechists  of  that  day.  The  former 
appear  to  have  been  selected  from  among  the  laity  with 
"reat  caution  and  care,  and  to  have  been  persons  of  respect- 
ability and  worth.  The  latter  were  occasionally  laymen, 
but  more  commonly  such  as  were  preparing  for  holy  orders, 
or  who  had  actually  received  them.  Some  of  these  were 
men  of  liberal  education,  who  in  the  commencement  of 
their  professional  life  were  full  of  promise,  and  w  ho  ended 
it  with  respect  and  honor.  But  they  all  seem  to  have  en- 
tered with  the  same  spirit  upon  their  humble  labors,  and 
to  have  prosecuted  them  with  a  patience,  an  interest  and  a 
blessed  result,  which  put  ours  to  shame  at  the  present  day. 
Intellectual  was  not  then,  to  the  extent  that  it  is  now, 
separated  from  religious  improvement,  but  both  went  hand 
in  hand  throughout  the  week.  The  whole  of  e.irly  life  was, 
in  a  certain  measure,  devoted  to  Christian  instruction,  and 
not  merely  reserved  for  the  scanty  intervals  between  the 
hours  of  worship  on  the  Lord's  Day. 

It  is  dclighu'ul  to  observe,  in  the  annual  reports  of  the 
schoolmasters  and  catechists  to  the  Society  for  the  Propaga- 
tion of  the  Gospel,  with  what  cheerfulness  and  industry 
they  appear  to  have  labored  in  their  useful  but  lowly  em- 
ployment. 

We  have  given  enough  to  show  that,  however 
lowly  and  incomplete  were  the  labors  of  the 
schools  of  this  society  for  the  education  of  the 
children  of  the  humbler  classes  in  this  State  for  the 
first  three-quarters  of  the  last  century,  the  work  was 
a  noble  one,  and  is  specially  deserving  as  it  was 
about  the  only  work  of  the  kind  that  was  pursued 
with  zeal  and  patience  during  this  long  period  of 
general  disturbance  in  public  affairs.  The  instruc- 
tion was  purely  elenientar}-.  John  Adams,  who 
visited  Rye  in  1774,  where  this  society  sup- 
ported a  school  from  1707  to  the  period  of  the 
Revolution,  says:  "They  have  a  school  for  writ- 
ing and  cyphering,  but  no  Grammar  School.  ' 
Rye  belonged  to  Connecticut  until  1683,  and  its 
schools  m  its  early  history,  we  infer,  were  not  in- 
ferior to  those  of  any  other  settlement  in  the  prov- 
ince of  New  York. 

The  establishment,  in  1773,  of  "a  public  school 
to  teach  Latin,  Greek  and  Mathematics,  in  the 
City  of  New  York,"  under  authority  of  an  act  of  j 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  province,  may  be 
regarded  as  an  event  of  considerable  interest  in  the 
history  of  public  education  in  this  colony;  though, 
like  the  Grammar  Free  School  of  1702-1709,  it  1 
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seems  to  have  flourished  during  a  period  of  only 
about  seven  years.  Both  the  schools  referred  to 
may  have  been  vitally,  if  not  formally,  connected 
j  with  the  repeated  proposals  and  attempts,  begin- 
ning as  early  as  1703,  to  found  a  college  in  this 
province;  though  of  tliis  there  seems  to  be  no  otfi- 
cial  evidence. 

This  latter  school  was  incorporated,  October  14, 
1732,  with  Alexander  ^Malcolm  as  schoolmaster. 
He  was  required  to  admit  and  teach  gratis  as 
many  as  twenty  youths,  apportioned  among 
the  ten  counties,  of  which  Albany  County  had 
two  assigned.  Candidates  were  not  to  be  under 
14  years  of  age,  to  have  been  "well  in- 
structed in  reading  and  writing  of  English,"  and 
to  be  recommended  by  the  Justice  of  Sessions,  or 
by  xilayor,  Recorder  and  Alderman  in  cities. 

This  act  was  renewed  for  one  year,  amid  much 
opposition,  December  i,  1737.  The  members  for 
Albany  County,  Col.  Rensselaer  and  Col.  Schuyler, 
favored  the  bdl.  Its  conditions  were  not  essentially 
changed. 

Female  teachers  were  not  plenty,  as  nearly  as  we 
can  learn,  in  the  early  history  of  New  York;  not 
one  do  we  find  in  New  Netherlands.  Some  appear 
in  the  schools  of  Long  Island  and  Westchester, 
where  were  many  settlers  from  New  England,  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  They 
were,  no  doubt,  importations  from  Connecticut, 
where  females  were  early  employed,  especially 
in  the  summer  schools.  One  writer  thinks  that 
Rachel  Spencer,  who  taught  school  in  Hemp- 
stead, and  died  in  16S7,  was  the  first  schoolmistress 
on  record  in  the  provinces;  and  that  the  nameless 
j  "  traveling  woman  who  came  out  of  ve  jerseys,  and 
kept  school  at  several  places  in  Rye  Parish,"  about 
171^1,  was  second  schoolmistress  in  the  provinces,  of 
whom  we  have  any  record.  In  this,  however,  we 
think,  he  errs;  as,  in  an  old  account  book  noticed 
by  Mr.  H.  Onderdonk,  in  Flushing,  the  book- 
keeper, in  1 68 1,  reckoned  with  Elizabeth  Cowper- 
thwaite,  about  "  schooling  and  diet  fur  children, "" 
and  in  16S3,  with  Martha  Jf)hanna  "upon  an 
agreement  for  thirty  weeks  schooling,  paid  for  by  a 
red  petticoat."  In  1685  Goody  Davis  keeps 
schools  at  Jamaica  in  "a  little  house,  '  soon  after 
used  "  as  a  shoppe. " 

At  a  much  later  period,  the  girls  in  Mr.  IIil- 
dreth's  school,  at  New  York  City,  "in  the  after- 
noon learned  to  write,  being  the  rest  of  the  day 
under  the  care  of  a  schoolmistress  employed  by 
the  Yestry,"  by  whom  they  were  "taught  needle- 
work. " 
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Who  was  the  first   schoolmistress  in  Albany 
County  ?    We  have,  thus  far,  asked  in  vain. 

Some  are  and  must  be  brighter  and  greater  than 
the  rest.  While  wealth  is  no  measure  of  wit  or 
learning,  it  affords  larger  opportunities  for  the  culture 
of  whatever  tact  or  talent  may  be  native.  And  as 
long  as  learning  adds  grace  to  riches  and  respect  to 
public  and  social  position,  it  will  be  sought  by 
families  who  have  money  to  aid  in  its  attainment. 

Hence,  the  children,  especially  the  sons,  of  the 
weaUhy  families  of  the  colonial  period  in  this 
State  were  often  placed  under  a  private  tutor,  who, 
sometimes,  was  the  parish  clergyman.  Tuition 
schools,  usually  of  only  temporary  duration,  were 
established  in  the  larger  towns,  especially  in  New  I 
Amsterdam,  to  which  the  fiwored  children  of  for-  1 
tune  resorted. 

Under  the  English  Government,  private  or  sub- 
scription schools  were  to  be  found  all  over  the 
country.  In  some  neighborhoods  Dutch  was 
taught.  ■ 

Before  the  Revolution,  if  but  little  attention  was 
given  to  the  mental  culture  of  young  men  in  the 
schools,  there  was  still  less  given  to  the  young 
women.  ]\Iost  in  the  humbler  walks  of  life  re- 
garded themselves  as  born  to  household  drudgery. 
Beyond  this  few  attained.  In  the  realm  of  letters  I 
they  were  usually  ambitionless.  Many  bright 
daughters,  who  married  worthy  men  and  became 
excellent  wives  and  mothers,  could  read  only  sim- 
ple reading  and  rarely  write  at  all,  or,  if  at  all,  j 
only  their  names. 

Those  who  attained  more  than  this  were  usually 
daughters  of  men  of  fortune  and  unusual  intelli- 
gence, who  early  manifested  marked  fondness  for 
knowledge  and  tact  in  acquiring.  They  learned 
of  parents  or  older  brothers  at  home,  or  of  private 
tutors.  Observation,  books  and  conversation  did  ! 
much  for  girls  of  active  minds  who  had  access  to 
these  great  educators. 

As  a  remarkable  illustration  of  a  woman  of  those 
days  educated  without  the  ' '  ad\  antages   of  schools, 
we  quote  what  Mrs.  Grant  tells  us.  in  her  "  ^lem- 
ories  of  an  American  Lady,"  of  Miss  Margaretta 
Schuyler,  who  afterward  became  the  wife  of  her  i 
cousin,   Col.   Philip  Schuyler,   and  the  honored  j 
Madame  Schuyler.     Her  mind  from  her  earliest  \ 
years  was  distinguished  for  malurit}'  and  rcmarka-  | 
able  aptness.     Its  culture  came  about  by  the  keen 
appreciation  f>f  her  t;\lents  and  the  wise  direction  of 
her  mental  training  In  her  uncle,  Col.  Peter  Schuv- 
ler,  after  the  early  de-ath  of  her  father.  Col.  John  | 
Schuyler.    "  He  was  at  the  pains  to  cultivate  her  I 


taste  for  reading  which  soon  discovered  itself,  by 
procuring  for  her  the  best  authors  in  history,  divin- 
ity and  belles-lettres.  The  few  books  of  tiiis 
kind  that  she  possessed  were  very  well  chosen;  and 
she  was  early  and  indmately  familiar  with  them. 
Whatever  she  knew  she  knew  to  the  buttum:  and 
the  reflections  which  were  thus  suggested  to  her 
strong,  discerning  mind  were  digested  by  means  of 
easy  and  instructive  conversation."  Col.  Schuyler 
was  acquainted  with  the  families  of  rank  in  New- 
York,  where  he  had  many  relati\es.  Spending  a 
portion  of  every  winter  there,  "he  often  took  his 
favorite  niece  along  with  him,  '  who  soon  attracted 
attention  by  her  personal  graces  as  well  as  by  the 
charms  of  her  conversation."  Here  she  was  much 
admired,  because  such  "cultivation  and  refinement 
were  rare  ' — out  of  the  routine  common  to  young 
women  of  her  time — and  she  had  a  mind  strong 
enough  to  bear  the  admiration  bestowed  upon  her 
without  the  conceit  and  pedantry  of  weaker  minds. 
She  was  never  taught  that  the  great  motive  to  ex- 
celling was  to  "dazzle  or  outshine  others:  slie 
never  thought  of  despising  her  less  fortunate  com- 
panions, or  of  assuming  superiority  over  them. 
Her  acquisitions  were  never  shaded  by  affectatioii. '" 

Such  was  "Aunt  Schuyler"  of  Albany  in  her 
early  womanhood,  according  to  one  who  wrote  of 
her,  long  years  after,  as  the  model  "American 
lady."  She  was  a  queen  all  her  life  in  the  wide 
circle  that  knew  her.  The  women  she  lived 
among  "were  all  natives  of  the  county,  and  few 
had  more  than  a  domestic  education."  But  men 
who  possessed  the  advantages  of  early  culture  and 
usage  of  the  world  daily  arrived  in  New  York  and 
Albany.  "Female  elegance  '  in  the  colony  was 
notcommon.  Says  ^Irs.  (jrant:  "  The  supply  was 
not  equal  to  the  demand."  Mrs.  Schuyler  received 
due  attention.  "  She  was  respected  for  the  strength 
of  her  character,  the  dignity  and  composure  of  her 
manners, "her  unusual  mental  culture  and  her 
practical  common  sense. 

"The  IMohawk  language  was  early  familiar  to 
her.  She  spoke  Dutch  and  English  with  equal 
ease  and  purity;  was  no  stranger  to  the  French 
tongue,  and  could  read  German.  '  And  yet  we  lio 
not  find  that  she  ever  attended  a  fashionable  ladies' 
school. 

"  Books  are,  no  doubt,  the  granaries  of  knowl- 
edge; but  a  diligent,  inquiring  mind,  in  the  active 
morning  of  life,  will  find  it  strewed  with  manna 
over  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  need  not,  in  all 
cases,  rest  satisfied  with  intelligence  accumulated 
bv  others,  ami  tinctured  with  their  passions  and 
prejudices.     Whoever  reads  Homer  and  Shake- 
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speare  may  daily  discover  that  they  both  describe 
nature  and  art  from  their  own  observation. 

"The  enlarged  mind  of  'Madame  Schuyler' 
and  her  simple  yet  dignilied  manners  made  her 
readily  adapt  herself  to  those  with  whom  she 
conversed,  and  everywhere  command  respect  and 
kindness,  and,  on  a  nearer  ac(]uainiance,  atTection 
followed.  But  she  had  too  much  sedateness  and 
independence  to  adopt  those  caressing  and  insinuat- 
ing manners  by  which  the  vain  and  artful  soon 
find  thoir  way  into  shallow  minds.  Her  character 
did  not  captivate  at  once,  but  gradually  unfolded 
itself.  Vou  always  had  something  new  to  dis- 
cover. Her  style  was  *  *  *  without  the  least 
embellishment,  and  at  the  same  time  so  pure  that 
everything  she  said  might  be  printed  without  cor- 
rection, and  so  plain  that  the  most  ignorant  and 
most  inferior  persons  were  never  at  a  loss  to  com- 
prehend it.  It  possessed,  too,  a  wonderful  llexi- 
bility;  it  seemed  to  rise  an'd  fall  with  the  subject. 
I  have  not  met  with  a  style  which  to  a  noble  and 
uniform  simplicity  united  such  variety  of  expression. 
Whoever  drinks  knowledge  pure  at  its  sources, 
solely  from  the  delight  in  filling  the  capacities  of  a 
large  mind,  without  the  desire  of  dazzling  or  out- 
shining others;  whoever  speaks  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  conveying  to  other  minds  those  ideas  from 
which  he  himself  has  received  pleasure  and  advan- 
tage, may  possess  this  chaste  and  natural  style. 
But  it  is  not  to  be  acquired  by  art  or  study.  " 

We  have  given  this  example  of  Miss  Schuyler, 
afterward  known  as  Madame  Schuyler,  as  an  ex- 
hibition of  the  best  type  of  an  educated  w  oman  in 
the  New  York  colonial  period,  before  the  forma- 
tion of  our  government,  when  female  education 
was  generally  little  thought  of,  when  scarcely  any 
public  provision  for  it  was  made.  She  was  an 
Albany  lady.  She  lived  in  the  days  of  our  grand- 
mothers. The  methods  of  her  education,  the  use 
she  made  of  it,  and  its  reflex  influence  on  her 
character,  are  deserving  the  careful  consideration  of 
the  girls  of  this  generation,  when  the  avenues  to 
knowledge  are  as  plenty  and  free  as  water. 

.  Lossing,  in  his  Life  and  Times  of  Gen.  Philip 
Schuyler,  tells  us  that  young  Schuyler  (born  in 
'733);  when  a  little  more  than  14  years  of  age, 
"had  studied  the  ordinary  branches  of  a  plain 
education  under  the  instruction  of  his  mother, 
for  the  schools  of  Albany  were  very  indiflerent. 
He  also  had  the  advantages  of  listening  to  the  con- 
versation, and  perhaps  actually  receiving  instruction 
from  educated  French  Protestants,  who  had  ever 
been  welcome  visitors  to  the  mansion  •)f  Gen. 


Schuyler  at  the  Flats.  He  received  some  instruc- 
tion in  the  science  of  mathematics  from  one  of 
those  Huguenots  who  may  have  been  employed  as 
a  private  tutor  in  some  wealthy  families  at  Albany." 

Young  Schuyler's  education  was  directed  toward 
a  mercantile  life.  He  was  sent  to  school,  when  i  5 
years  of  age,  to  New  Rochelle,  in  Westchester  C<  )unty, 
among  the  sons  of  French  Huguenots  and  New 
York  merchants.  At  that  time,  no  class  of  people 
in  the  province  was  more  thriftv  and  progressive; 
none  had  superior  culture  in  good  manners  and  the 
learning  of  the  day.  They  were  religionists  of  the 
John  Calvin  school,  and  were  matched  only  by  the 
Puritans  in  their  zeal  for  mental  and  spiritual 
progress,  and  for  the  rights  of  conscience  and 
popular  government.  This  school,  kept  among 
those  French  refugees  of  the  latter  part  of  the 
seventeenth  century  and  their  descendants,  was  the 
only  one  in  New  York,  at  that  time,  where  was 
taught  the  French  language,  and  few,  if  any,  taught 
30  well  other  subjects  needed  by  an  intelligent  mer- 
chant. Its  principal,  Rev.  Mr.  Stouppe,  was  a 
Swiss,  and  pastor  of  the  French  Protestant  Church 
of  the  setdement.  Three  years  later,  Schuyler  was 
spending  his  summers  among  the  hunters  and 
trappers  of  the  upper  Hudson.  He  became  influ- 
ential among  the  Indians.  He  spent  several  weeks 
every  autumn  and  winter  with  his  relatives  and 
friends  in  the  City  of  New  York,  where  he  found 
congenial  society.  Large  landed  estates  soon  de- 
manded his  care,  and  the  affairs  of  his  country  de- 
manded his  influence,  his  wealth,  his  talents  and 
his  acquirements  of  head  and  heart.  He  is  given 
here  as  one  of  the  best  examples  of  the  methods 
and  influence  of  the  education  of  his  times  among 
the  young  men  of  good  fcimily  and  ample  means, 
and  who  were  not  aiming  at  law,  medicine  or 
divinity. 

Schools  in  New  York  were  of  a  very  low  order  as 
late  as  1760.  Said  a  writer  of  that  time:  "The 
instructors  want  instruction,  and  through  a  long, 
shameful  neglect  of  all  the  arts  and  sciences  our 
common  speech  is  extremely  corrupt,  and  the  evi- 
dences of  bad  taste  as  to  both  thought  and  lan- 
guage are  visible  in  all  our  proceedings,  public  and 
pri%-ate. "  Reading  was  neglected  by  all  classes; 
education  was  regarded  as  an  atTectation  of  learn- 
ing, and  a  student  was  rarely  found  outside  the 
professions  of  law,  medicine  and  divinity. 

Some  few  of  the  young  men  were  sent  over  to 
Europe  for  education.  They  belonged  to  families 
of  wealth  or  social  and  political  influence.  There 
were  no  higher  schools  for  the  people — for  the 
poor  and  toiling  classes.    If  they  obtained  rank  by 


,_('•■;:■ 

ri  5'..;,  ni  jo  zncA  -©riJ  ^nudu- 

.         '  ^  r;  - •y;:rr-^.Mc:  i...i;  ...  ;  n   ;   \-V-  .x\W,}'^\\ 

'  V-'i'-  •  -  i  :  :-.     ■  o.-'         .?iv..ii..^  uiviiJ  nnn;   -   -iib  7,:,. 

■  ■  ■■  ■■■■      --^  -  ;  .    ■  !"  i.-j,n;;(^    ;  " 

-'-  Jr..:;:. 

  >.-:•'  ■      :  njrj'.V;  ,  :    ;i. ;;    y.-}.-.  ] 

'  ■  .     .  '  .  /Jr.'.;         ■./i:H'lb  i'[  -i. 

•■■  -  ■  ■        ■■      /  ■  ■■■         •  J  J.'iun  ■.^■)^\ 

■  ■.  '  ^r-':--.  .!,'•■:  ;:|-(>i>:nr 

■  ■■     1  !  ,■■  ■.  J  ^  -i  -  j  :j  'M<.<i 

■     ■  ^  ■  OJ/'-.;  -  '     'irri        i<  I  i;  lb;:'--- 

-  ■  --  '■-    '  -  '  ■  '     ■    ^        r?'/.;:  ' 

'  "  ■■  -   -  '    •  ;  J-;;    -  '•v-:']lU:: 

'  '      -■         -  ■  ■  •  ^  ^  :  /  ■ 

"  -    "     ■    '  ■'  '     ■  ■'  ■  ■  •  ■  ,  i : . .'i /  v  "M/  J-. 

■   ■   ■  -  ^         ■  ■  '  ■     ■    '  >  .^;'p,;;o,>.!  '  , 

■   ■■  :?r-        '-r'l  :v   ';;'■/•  ■" 

-  -      ■■   ■        .  'r'u  ■  ■  7  ^:ir  <:-i^:i;cu- 

■      ^  "  ■     '    — '  .  ■  ^^-^  ■■  ^-'^  -'V':  !;nf  Yv"-'.';  .  ^  i/'i:.  •-'I'uLu  f.'- .y;? 

'      ■   '  ■'■■■-'■^  ■     '  ^  ^■'':'7  ^   -v;'..^,  vile-.- 

■    ■■■■■  ,    V.    '•,;;■>;-:;{/:  ;   '■■^.w.  ,  , 


2G0 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


learning,  wealth  and  title,  it  was  the  expression  of 
an  irrepressible  eneriry  that  nothing  human  could  re- 
sist. Such  expression  has  become  common  all  over 
our  country  now. 

Commerce  engrossed  the  energies  of  the  princi- 
pal families  of  New  York,  in  provincial  times,  as  we 
have  often  had  occasion  to  say.  It  was  the  surest 
avenue  to  wealth  and  social  distinction.  The  young 
men  destined  ^to  these  pursuits  attended  schools 
for  teaching  writing  and  accounts  ;  went  thence  to 
the  counting  room  ;  and,  in  due  lime,  were  seui  on 
some  short  trading  trip,  usually  to  the  West  Indies. 
Affairs,  society  and  the  activities  of  the  day  did  the 
rest. 

The  leading  hindrances  to  the  promotion  of 
learning,  especially  of  the  masses,  during  the  whole 
English  colonial  period,  may  be  summed  up  as 
follows  : 

1.  The  helplessness  of  the  working  classes.  A 
-large  portion  regarded  themselves  as  born  to  igno- 
rance and  servitude,  as  powerless  of  intluence,  and 
destined  to  nothing  but  lives  of  drudgery.  Such 
were  most  of  the  tenants,  farm  laborers  and  ordi- 
nary mechanics  and  traders  in  Albany  County. 

2.  The  general  indifference  of  the  officers  and 
friends  of  royalty  to  an\  thing  that  could  elevate  the 
masses.  Education  set  people  to  reading  and  think- 
ing, as  it  did  in  New  England.  It  led  them  to 
know  their  rights,  and  knowing,  to  dare  resist 
tyranny  and  assert  popular  sovereignty.  Royal 
governors  were  afraid  of  schools  for  the  common 
people. 

3.  The  aristocratic  class,  which  possessed  wealth 
and  some  learning,  were  fond  of  association  with 
men  of  royal  rank,  fond  of  having  dependants, 
eager  for  increase  of  wealth  and  power.  They  were 
quite  willing  to  keep  the  poor  in  blissful  ignorance 
and  poverty.  They  disliked  paying  taxes  for 
schools,  and  despised  labor. 

4.  Wars,  and  rumors  of  war,  characterized  all 
this  period.  These  called  for  forts  and  munitions 
of  war,  for  training  for  war,  and  for  active  service 
against  the  enemy.  The  arts  of  peace  were  ne- 
glected or  perverted.  Schools  were  hindered  when 
contemplated,  and  interrupted  when  in  operation. 
So  things  continued  until  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Then  men  began  to  think  and  read 
and  talk  of  rights  and  duties. 

HIGHER  AND  PROFESSIONAL  ERrCATIOX. 

There  were  no  schools  of  medicine,  law  or 
divinity  ;  no  normal  schools  for  teachers.  The 
young  disciples  of  Esculapius  used  "to  ride  "  with 
"the  old  doctor,"  and  visit  with  him  his  bedside 


clinics,  and  witness  his  office  consultations  and 
treatment.  Coke  and  Blackstone  were  read  in  .the 
office  of  some  eminent  knight  of  the  green  bag  ; 
and  young  aspirants  sat  at  the  feet  of  some  learned 
Gamaliel  and  listened  to  his  wisdom,  took  in  his 
advice,  and  saw  how  he  managed  causes  in  the 
courts.  But  it  is  said  that  Albany  had  no  pro- 
fessional lawyer  for  over  100  years.  Students  who 
contemplated  the  ministry  read  courses  in  theology 
in  "die  study"  of  some  leading  clergyman,  and 
prepared  sermons  subject  to  his  criticism.  The 
clergy  often  gave  academic  instruction  to  those  who 
came  to  them,  especially  to  young  persons  of  their 
parochial  charge. 

Gov.  Montgomerie  had  the  largest  private  library 
in  the  province  of  New  York  previous  to  the  Revo- 
lution. It  numbered  1,34  I  volumes.  Judge  Smith, 
the  historian,  had  a  library  of  about  1,000  volumes, 
including  his  law  books.  The  first  law  library  we 
hear  of  was  that  of  Broughton,  Attorney-General, 
1 70 1  to  1705,  which  contained  only  36  volumes. 
In  1730,  Dr.  Millington,  of  England,  bequeathed 
a  thousand  volumes  to  the  "Society  for  the  Propa- 
gation of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  "  which  was 
sent  to  New  York  City,  and  kept  in  the  old  City 
Hall,  for  the  use  of  the  clergy  and  gentlemen  of 
New  York,  and  the  neighboring  governments  of 
Connecticut,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  upon 
giving  security  to  return  them.  In  1754,  700  vol- 
umes of  well-selected  books  were  purchased  by 
subscription,  for  the  commencement  of  a  public 
library,  which  was  the  origin  of  the  New  York 
Society  Library.  The  libraries  of  our  own  city  and 
county,  and  of  more  recent  times,  will  receive  at- 
tention later. 

According  to  Judge  Campbell,  in  his  Annals  of 
Tryon  County,  Rev.  Samuel  Dunlop,  of  the  Scotch- 
Irish  race,  educated  at  Edinburgh,  came  to  Cherrv 
Valley,  as  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  there, 
in  1 74 1.  He  opened  a  school  for  the  instruction  of 
boys  in  the  classical  and  other  branches  of  higher 
education,  which  continued  for  many  years.  It 
was  the  first  school  of  this  grade  west  of  Albany. 
His  boys  were  received  into  his  house  and  made  a 
part  of  his  family.  They  came  from  Albany,  Sche- 
nectady and  other  towns  along  the  Mohawk  and 
Hudson.  Some  of  them  became  conspicuous  dur- 
ing the  trying  times  of  the  Revolution. 

There  were  but  few  academies  in  this  State  where 
higher  and  classical  studies  were  pursued  before  the 
nineteenth  century  dawned.  Tlie  boys  went  to  the 
New  Roclielle  Schunl  for  French  and  business 
training.  In  Kingston,  Ivinderhook  and  Schenec- 
tady they  pursued  studies  preparatory  to  college. 
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Academies  were  established  in  various  par.s  of  the 
State  soon  after  the  Revolulion,  among  which  were 
Dutcliess  County,  Canandaigua,  Erasmus  Hall, 
East  Hampton,  Farmer's  Hall,  Jownstown,  Lan- 
singburg,  Montgomery,  Oxford,  Union  Hall  and 
Washington,  furnishing  increased  facilities  for 
higher  instruction. 

iVlbany  Academy,  for  boys,  was  incorporated  in 
1 8 13,  and  has  always  held  a  high  rank  and  been  a 
great  force  in  the  educational  movements  in  this 
county.  A  more  detailed  history  will  appear  in  the 
City  of  Albany. 

Rensselaerville  Academy,  now  taught  by  Prof 
B.  F.  Eaton  and  wife,  has  long  been  in  operation, 
has  taught  a  teachers'  class  for  many  years,  and 
has  been  well  attended  and  done  good  work 
in  the  southwest  part  of  our  county,  reflecting 
the  intelligence  and  good  sense  of  its  Yankee 
founders. 

Knoxville  Academy  has  done  much  to  promote 
intelligence  in  the  Town  of  Knox  and  vicinity. 
During  the  late  war  of  rebellion  eleven  had  entered, 
from  among  its  students,  into  the  military  service  for 
the  Union. 

Coeymans  Academy,  established  in  185S,  pros- 
pered under  the  Misses  Brace  and  Thomas  McKee. 
There  has  been,  during  these  last  eighty  years,  select 
schools  and  various  institutions  for  educating  the 
young  in  New  Scodand,  Watervliet  and  other  towns 
in  the  county,  useful,  no  doubt,  but  brief  in  dura- 
tion. 

After  the  conquest  of  New  Netherlands  by  the 
English,  no  encouragement  was  given  to  the  sub- 
ject of  education  by  the  Colonial  Government.  For 
almost  a  century  "  there  was  no  institution  in  the 
province  where  an  academic  education  could  be 
acquired. " 

The  historian,  Chief-Justice  Smith,  referring  to 
this  matter,  while  making  allusion  to  the  action 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  1746,  authorizing 
the  raising  of;^2,25o,  by  lottery,  for  founding  a 
college,  says:  "  To  the  disgrace  of  our  first  planters, 
who  beyond  comparison  surpassed  their  eastern 
neighbors  in  opulence,  ]\Ir.  DeLancey,  a  graduate 
.of  the  University  of  Cambridge,  England,  and  Mr. 
S.mith  were  for  many  years  the  only  academics  in 
this  province  except  such  as  were  in  holy  orders." 
Although  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  had 
passed  since  the  Dutch  had  commenced  the  settle- 
ment of  New  Amsterdam,  and  about  eightv  years 
since  it  came  under  the  English  Crown,  the  above 
lottery  law  was  the  first  legislative  movement 
toward  founding  a  college  in  the  present  territory 
of  New  York  State. 


Harvard,  Yale,  William  and  INIary  and  other 
early  American  colleges  became  the  first  nursing 
mothers  of  some  of  the  boys  of  the  province  of 
New  York.  A  careful  examination  C)f  general 
catalogues  gives  us  the  names  of  those  who  were 
graduates  of  American  colleges,  natives  or  residents 
of  New  York,  prior  to  the  year  1800.  We  may 
have  omitted  some  few;  but  the  list  at  best  indicates 
the  great  difference  in  favor  of  New  England  in  the 
zeal  for  higher  education  in  those  years.  Some  of 
these  graduates  were  New  Englanders,  who  came  to 
New  York  after  graduation;  some  less  known  to 
fame  are,  no  doubt,  omitted. 

The  graduates  from  Harvard  were  Benjamin 
Pratt,  1737;  Samuel  Auchmuty,  1742;  John  Van 
Horne,  1744;  Daniel  Treadwell,  1754;  Philip 
Livingston,  1755;  Peter  Livingston,  1757;  Rufus 
King,  1777;  John  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer  and 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  1782;  Ambrose  Spencer, 
17S3;  John  Thornton  Kirkland,  1789. 

From  Yale,  Samuel  Johnson,  17 14;  William 
Smith,  1719;  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  1731; 
John  Livingston,  1733;  Henry  Barclay,  1734; 
Benjamin  NicoU  and  William  Nicoll,  1734;  Jacob 
Cuyler  and  Philip  Livingston,  1737;  William  Liv- 
ingston, 1 741;  Samuel  Buel,  1741;  Hendrick 
Hans  Hansen  and  William  Peartree  Smith,  1742; 
William  .S.  Johnson,  Caleb  Smith  anil  Benjamin 
Woolsey,  1744;  John  Morin  Scott,  1746;  Richard 
^Morris,  1748;  Gideon  Hawley,  1749;  Thomas 
Jones,  1750;  Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  1754;  John 
Sloss  Hobart,  1757;  John  PL  Livingston,  1762; 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  1760;  John  De  Peyster 
Douw,  1777;  James  Kent,  1781;  Francis  Blood- 
good,  1787;  John  Woodworth,  1788;  Samuel  A. 
Foot,  1797. 

From  Princeton,  John  McKesson,  1753;  Peter 
R.  Livingston,  Philip  P.  Livingston  and  Jeremiah 
Van  Rensselaer,  1758;  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston, 
1756;  Samuel  Kirkland,  1765;  Aaron  Burr,  William 
Linn  and  William  S.  Livingston,  1772;  ^Morgan 
Lewis  and  John  Blair  Smith,  1773;  Henry  B. 
Livingston,  1774;  Henry  P.  Livingston,  1776; 
Edward  Livingston,  1781;  Derrick  Ten  Eyck, 
1782;  Nathaniel  Lawrence  and  Jacob  Radclirf, 
1783;  Abraham  Ten  Broeck  and  Peter  R.  Living- 
ston, 1784;  John  V.  Henry,  1785;  Maturin  Liv- 
ingston and  Peter  William  Livingston,  17S6;  Smilh 
Thompson,  178S;  Jacob  Ten  P'yck,  1792:  John 
H.  Hobart,  1793;  Abraham  Ten  E\ck,  1795. 

From  Rutgers,  Simeon  DeWitt,  1776;  Pierre  \'an 
Cortlandt,  1783. 

From  Kings,  now  Columbia,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt, 
1758;  Philip  Livingston,  1760;  John  Jay,  1764;  Eg- 
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bert  Benson  and  Robert  R.  Livingston,  1765;  Henry 
Rutgers  and  |ohn  Watts,  1767;  Benjamin  Moore, 
Gouverneur  Morris,  John  Stevens,  Gulian  ^'erplanck 
and  Peter  Van  Schaick,  1 768;  Alexantler  Hamilton, 
1774;  DeWitt  Clinton,  i7S6;  JohnW.  Yates,  1787; 
Samuel  Jones,  1790;  Alexander  Proudfit,  1792; 
John  Forbes,  1794;. Daniel  D.  lV>mi)kins,  John 
B.  Romej  n,  Rensselaer  Westerlo,  1795,  and  others 
less  known  to  the  public.  Taken  all  in  all,  the 
early  sons  of  these  early  colleges  were  a  Titanian 
progen)  ;  sons  of  thunder  bora  in  tt;ni[)cstuous  times 
and  for  great  emergencies. 

The  intelligent  student  of  local  history  will  notice 
that  a  good  proportion  of  these  graduates  were 
natives  of  Albany  County,  or  were  identified  with 
it  as  their  home  or  by  their  ilistinguished  public 
careers  while  residents. 

The  first  graduating  class  of  King's  College  was 
in  1758,  and  numbered  seven.  From  1776  to  17S6 
there  were  no  graduates,  the  college  buildings 
having  been  taken  for  military  purposes.  This  in- 
stitution, the  first  of  the  kind  in  the  State,  has 
produced  many  patriots,  statesmen,  divines  and 
scholars  who  have  reflected  honor  on  the  college 
and  given  useful  lives  to  the  State.  Its  first 
medical  class  graduated  in  1769.  In  1797,  it  gave 
Albany  Dr.  William  Bay.  It  early  contributed  to 
rendering  the  science  and  practice  of  medicine 
more  respectable  than  it  had  hitherto  been. 

But  sectarian  feeling,  as  well  as  the  all-absorbing 
struggle  for  freedom  a,t  that  period,  did  much  to 
retard  the  early  grov^'th  of  the  college.  The  Episco- 
pal Church  had  the  political  power  under  the  Roval 
Government;  but  the  Dutch  Reformed  and  Presbv- 
terian  Churches  were  a  power  among  the  masses,  and 
had  much  wea'th  and  influence.  There  was  great 
jealousy  of  a  church  establishment,  especially  of  a 
church  that  had  a  bishop  at  its  head.  William 
Livingston  led  the  opposition,  but  wA  as  against  all 
religion.  In  that  day,  the  divorce  between  learning 
and  religion  was  not  thought  of  The  State  had 
authorized  a  lottery,  in  1746,  which  realized  about 
;^3,50O.  This  was  to  go  for  founding  a  college. 
The  opposition  to  the  charter  was  virulent,  and 
.  based  on  the  principle  that  it  ought  not  to 
be  controlled  by  any  one  sect,  as  its  funds 
were  raised  under  State  law  for  a  non-sectarian 
college. 

Something  of  the  character  of  the  times  is  shown 
by  the  remark  made  by  Rev.  Dr.  Johnson,  President 
of  the  College,  in  1762,  that  "  it  is  a  great  pity, 
when  patents  are  granted,  as  they  often  are,  for  large 
tracts  of  land,  no  provision  is  made  for  religion  or 
schools. " 


King's  College,  now  and  since  1 7S4  Columbia, 
was  f<:)unded  in  1754,  after  the  long  colonial  days 
of  popular  ignorance  ami  official  tyranny.  Harvard 
dates  its  beginning  in  163S,  and  Yale  in  1701.  It 
was  not  lack  of  wealth  or  power  that  kept  home 
facilities  for  a  higher  education  from  the  sons  of 
New  York.  New  Jersey  had  it*  Presbyterian  Prince- 
ton before  the  Episcopal  King's  of  New  York,  and 
its  Dutch  Reformed  ( )ucen  s,  now  Rutgers,  soon 
after.  And  even  Dartmouth,  which  came  near 
raising  its  voice  in  Albany  County,  appeared 
among  the  rocky  hills  of  New  Hampshire,  ''vox 
clamantis  in  deserlo"  as  early  as  1769. 

The  Regents  of  the  University  came  in  1 784 ;  re- 
organized in  1787:  and  have  ever  since  been  the 
active,  discreet  and  earnest  guardians  of  academic, 
collegiate  and  professional  learning  all  over  the 
State,  granting  charters  to  academics  and  other 
schools,  providing  funds,  encouraging  sound  in- 
struction, and  difiusing  in  various  ways  that 
"  intelligence"  which,  as  Jefferson  says,  "is  the 
life  of  liberty."  Their  office  is  kept  in  Albany  and 
all  their  meetings  are  held  here. 

Union  College  has  been  an  important  educa- 
tional factor  in  Albany  County  as  well  as  in  Schenec- 
tady, for  about  ninety  years  past.  Its  history  ap- 
pears in  the  latter  county,  because  it  is  located  there. 
It  appears  that  a  project  giving  it  a  start  as 
Clinton  College  originated  in  1779.  One  motive 
is  declared  to  have  been  to  educate  "men  of 
learning  to  fill  the  several  offices  of  Church  and 

i  State."  Among  these  earliest  and  earnest  moxers 
to  establish  a  college  in  what  was  then  Albany 
County  were  Rev.  Eilardus  Westerlo,  Gen.  Philip 

I  Schuyler  and  other  prominent  citizens  of  Alban}'. 

I  When  it  went  into  operation  m  i  795,  seven  of  its  first 
trustees  were  Robert  Yates,  Abraham  Yatcs,  Jr., 
Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Goldsbrow  Banyar.  John  \'. 
Henrv,  George  Merchant,  Stephen  \"an  Rensselaer 

I  and  Joseph  C.  Yates,  all  of  Albany. 

Eiiphalet  Nott  graduated  at  Brown  in  i7i;3,  and 
William  L.  Marcy  twelve  years  later.  Dr.  Nott  came 
to  Cherry  Valley  as  teacher  and  preacher,  and  thence 
to  Albany,  in  1798,  as  pastor  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church.  From  this  church  he  went  forth 
as  President  of  Union  College  in  1804,  and,  for  62 
years,  was  distinguished  as  a  skillful  manager  of 
boys.  The  influence  of  this  college  upon  the  cause 
of  learning  in  Albany  County  cannot  be  over-esti- 
mated. .Some  of  its  most  talented  and  useful  sons 
and  citizens  have  been  educated  among  its  nearly 
7,000  graduates.  Albany  Medical  School,  Albany 
Law  School  and  Dudley  Observatory,  with  Union 
College,  now  constitute  Union  University. 
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EDUCATION. 


The  law  and  medical  schools  of  Albany,  for 
many  years  important  agencies  in  educalinp:  our 
sons,  are  specially  mentioned  in  another  part  of 
our  work.  So,  also,  is  the  Lancasterian  School, 
and  other  important  schools,  both  jiublic  and 
private,  that  have  existed  in  this  century,  or  do 
now  exist,  in  our  capital  city. 

But  not  all  the  parents  of  Albany  boys  believed 
in  a  collegiate  education.  The  following  anecdote 
comes  to  us  from  an  old  Albany  merchant,  as  illus- 
lrati\e  of  the  feelings  of  a  type  uf  utilitarian  men 
who  are  not  all  dead  yet.  Our  Dutch  citizen  was  a 
man  of  hoarded  wealth,  who  had  one  only  son, 
named  Dirck.  He  was  advised  to  give  him  an 
education.  After  some  thinking,  he  gravely  re- 
plied : 

"  If  I  educate  Dirck  in  college,  and  he  dies,  the 
money  I  spend  on  him  is  lost." 

Dirck  did  not  go  to  college.  He  never  earned 
any  money,  but  was  clothed  and  fed  and  sheltered 
by  the  savings  o^his  ancestors.  He  was  a  wild 
boy;  he  drank  freely  and  kept  bad  company.  He  died 
in  the  gutter  one  night,  after  a  drunken  carousal, 
without  the  expense  of  a  college  education. 

It  is  evident,  then,  that  previous  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  no  general  system  of  education  was 
established.  It  was  confined  chiefly  to  the  wealthy 
classes.  The  importance  of  schools  for  all  the 
people  had  not  been  recognized  in  New  York. 
All  schools  that  were  in  operation  were  of  a  private 
character,  or  were  incorporated  by  special  legisla- 
tion. Often  favored  children  received  instruction 
from  the  parish  clergyman,  or  from  some  young 
student  who  became  a  sort  of  family  tutor  while 
pursuing  his  own  studies.  Rarely,  some  father, 
elder  brother  or  other  relative  gave  direction  and 
stimulus  to  some  bright  mind  which  had  the 
taste,  strength  of  mind  and  energy  to  acquire  valu- 
able and  systematic  knowledge  and  discipline 
without  school  or  schoolmasters. 

In  all  its  years  of  feudal  power  and  inherited 
wealth,  years  of  control  by  a  rich  company  of  mer- 
chants or  by  royal  go\ernors  who  grew  rich  bv 
.selfish  rapacity,  there  were  no  free  schools  for  the 
people,  reckoning  down  to  the  close  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  all  along  the  rich  valley  of  the 
ever-trading  Hudson  from  the  sea  to  the  Mohawk 
Flats. 

Consequently,  New  York  had  no  Benjamin 
Franklin,  plebeian  born  and  educated  in  the  free 
schools  of  Boston. 

No,  nor  any  Samuel  and  John  Adams,  and  many 
others  of  their  spirit,  whose  first  lessons  were  ti\ken 


in  the  intelligent  homes  and  free  colleges  of  the 
common  people. 

But  this  spirit  of  liberty  could  not  be  confined. 
It  came  to  New  York,  especially  to  the  city,  from 
New  F.ngland,  and  inspired  the  Sons  of  Liberty  to 
resist  oppression  and  establish  freedom. 

AFTER  THE   REVOLUTIOXARY  WAR. 

The  manorial  lands  of  this  county,  after  the 
Revolution,  were  rapidly  taken  up  by  industrious 
farmers,  and  the  shops  in  the  villages  and  the  mills 
along  the  streams  were  occupied  by  busy  mechanics. 
No  provision  had  been  made  by  the  patroon  for  the 
schooling  of  the  children.  Among  the  early  settlers 
upon  the  farms  all  over  the  county  were  not  only 
the  frugal  Hollander,  but  the  peace-loving  Hugue- 
not, the  hardy  Scot  and  the  earnest  German.  Nor 
was  the  New  Englander  absent.  Indeed,  he  was 
•'all  about, "and  couldn't  be  content  until  his  chil- 
dren could  have  a  school. 

The  Yankee  schoolmaster  was  on  hand,  and  a 
spare  room  of  the  firm-house  of  some  well-tri-do 
farmer  was  fitted  up  for  a  school  a  part  of  the  year. 
The  school  was  started  by  a  voluntary  agreement  to 
pay  so  much  for  each  pupil's  schooling.  Fuel  was 
cheap  and  readilv  contributed  by  the  farmers  ;  the 
"master"  or  older  pupils  attended  to  building 
the  fires  and  cleaning  the  school-room.  The 
teacher  "boarded  around.'  The  schools  were 
modeled  upon  the  plan  of  the  country  schools  in 
the  "Eastern  States,"  from  which  most  of  the 
teachers  and  many  of  the  patrons  came. 

So  matters  went  on  for  many  years.  The  boys 
and  girls  were  taught  spelling,  reading  and  writing, 
some  arithmetic,  and  many  other  useful  things. 
Good  manners  were  not  left  out.  They  were 
waked  up  ;  they  were  inquisitive  ;  many  of  them 
1  read  the  weekly  paper,  the  catechism,  the  New 
Testament,  and  various  books  that  belonged  in 
families,  and  were  loaned  to  any  one  who  would 
read  them. 

Schools  of  to-day,  many  of  them,  are  imperfect 
enough  in  all  conscience  ;  but  just  consider  them 
as  thev  were,  with  ver}-  few  exceptions,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  century,  and  even  later. 

The  school-houses,  if  any,  were  usually  located 
in  one  of  the  most  God-forsaken  spots  that  could 
j  be  found,  where  white  beans  and  buckwheat  would 
not  grow  ;  on  some  bleak  hill  or  on  some  arid  or 
swampy  place,  surrounded  by  the  drifting  snows  of 
winter  or  the  sands  and  miasma  of  summer.  If  in 
a  city,  the  location  selected  must  be  in  some  by- 
place,  where  the  lantl  was  cheapest,  where  business 
was  dullest  and  dirtiest,  where  the  best  families 
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would  not  be  disturbed  by  the  sight  of  the  uncouth 
garb  and  uncultivated  noise  of  free-school  children. 
The  rooms  and  surroundings  were  lacking  in  every 
element  of  health,  comfi  )rt  or  decency.  Temperature 
uneven,  ventilation  entirely  disregarded,  liglit  bad 
for  eyes,  seats  and  desks  bad  for  bones,  muscles 
and  lungs, — everything  was  provocative  of  weari- 
ness, disease,  mischief,  dullness  and  bad  morals. 

The  schoolmasters  were  usually  more  noted  for 
hate  than  love,  for  brutal  severity  and  repulsive 
manners  than  for  that  magic,  winning  pov.ei  that 
rules  without  ruining  children.  Few  taught  be- 
cause they  loved  instruction  or  humanity.  They 
stepped  into  some  other  vocation  at  any  early  op- 
portunity. Money,  learning,  life,  church  and 
state  have  lost  unmeasured  values  from  such  school- 
houses  and  school-keepers  ! 

Later,  when  summer  schools  began  to  be  taught 
by  females,  many  might  have  said,  as  did  one  hon- 
est "schoolma'am,"  "'tis  little  they  pays  me,  and 
little  I  teaches  'em  "  They  were  generally  worthy 
dames,  who  taught  their  pupils  good  manners ; 
to  rise  and  stand  when  the  minister  and  schc>ol 
officer  visited  the  school  ;  the  girls  to  make  a  low 
courtesy,  and  the  boys  to  take  off  their  hats  and 
make  a  bow  to  all  strangers  and  others  whom  they 
met  on  the  way  to  and  from  school,  to  perform  the 
same  reverential  duty  to  the  teacher  as  they  entered 
the  school-room  door,  and  on  making  their  exit. 
There  was  much  of  reading  the  stories  of  the  Bible, 
and  much  of  teaching  maxims  of  piety  and  duty, 
with  oral  instruction  in  matters  of  simple,  every- 
day knowledge. 

Some  of  these  worthy  pioneers  in  the  exercise 
of  woman's  rights  and  duties,  were  exceedingly 
lacking  in  scholastic  knowledge.  Some  could 
write  only  their  names,  in  ill-favored  letters,  and 
coul^i  teach  only  "easy  reading,"  and  in  cypher- 
ing were  limited  to  the  simplest  problems  and 
tables  in  the  fundamental  rules.  But  they  were 
women  of  common  sense,  good  conscience  and 
e.Kemplary  lives;  and  did  much  to  help  hard-work- 
ing mothers  to  take  care  of  their  children,  and 
teach  them  obedience,  order,  neatnes^s,  and  respect 
for  superiors.  Knitting,  sewing,  patchwork  and 
lettering  samplers  were  usually  taught  the  girls  in 
these  "woman  schools;"  sometimes  painting 
in  water  colors  and  fancy  needle-work,  especially 
in  the  private  schools.  The  use  of  the  rod  was  not 
confined  to  the  schoolmasters. 

Such  were  most  of  the  schools  of  the  county  in 
the  fifty  years  at'ter  the  close  of  the  war  of  the 
revolution. 


At  the  first  meeting  of  the  State  Legislature,  after 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  George  Clinton, 
then  Governor,  in  his  address,  remarked  that  "ne- 
glect of  the  education  of  youth  is  one  of  the  evils 
consequent  upon  war.  ' 

Gov.  George  Clinton  was  evidently  a  friend 
of  public  schools  for  all  the  people,  and  used  his 
oflicial  influence  in  their  favor.  At  the  opening  of 
the  legislative  session  of  1795,  he  says  :  "  \\'hile  it 
is  evident  that  the  general  establishment  and  lii)cral 
endowment  of  academies  are  highly  to  be  com- 
mended, and  are  attended  with  the  most  beneficial 
c< msecjuences,  yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  they 
are  principally  confined  to  the  children  of  the 
opulent,  and  that  a  great  pordon  of  the  commu- 
nity is  excluded  from  their  immediate  advantages. 
The  establishment  of  common  schools  throughout 
the  State  is  happily  calculated  to  remedy  this  incon- 
venience, and  will  therefore  engage  your  early 
and  decided  consideration." 

April  7,  1793,  the  State  Legislature  appropriated 
the  sum  of  ^20,000  annually  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  for  encouraging  and  maintaining  schools  in 
the  State.  Of  this  sum,  ;^r,590,  or  $3,975,  was 
allotted  to  Albany  County.  This  was  regarded  as 
a  long  stride  toward  a  general  free  school  system. 

In  1813,  Mr.  Spafford,  of  Albany,  author  of  the 
Gazetteer,  thus  expresses  himself  in  regard  to  the 
schools  of  our  State  and  County  :  "At  present  the 
modes  of  common  school  instruction  in  this  State 
are  liable  to  many  objections.  In  this  respect,  we 
are  considerably  behind  the  New  England  Stales, 
who  have  reduced  this  branch  of  education  to  a 
system.  But  their  method  is  rapidly  gaining 
ground,  and  common  schools  have  considerably 
increased  in  number  and  respectability  within  a 
few  years  ;  and  this  amelioration  is  more  percept- 
ible in  the  countrv  than  in  populous  towns,  where 
our  schools  for  the  elements  of  a  common  educa- 
tion are  not  so  good  as  in  the  country. 

"The  wealthy  spare  no  expense  in  the  education 
of  their  sons,  principally  at  academies  and  colleges, 
though  some  continue  the  practice  of  former  times, 
having  private  tutors  in  their  families. 

"The  yeomanry  and  theranksof  midilling  we.ilth 
resort  to  day  and  boarding  schools  ;  the  most  com- 
mon kind  being  the  former,  supported  through  the 
vear  or  only  in  the  winter,  and  too  little  attention 
is  paid  to  the  qualificauons  of  instructors. 

"The  recent  introduction  of  schools  on  the  i)lan 
of  the  benevolent  Lancaster  promises  very  bene- 
ficial results  to  the  poor  in  populous  towns  ;  at 
present,  these  are  confined  to  the  cities  of  New 
York  and  Albany. 
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Of  female  education,  he  remarks:  "  The  rich 
spare  no  expense,  and  much  time  is  spent  in  the 
frivolous  accomplishments  of  a  genteel  education, 
to  little  purpose.  IMusic  and  drawing,  except  in 
cases  of  decided  propensity,  are  of  little  ornament 
and  less  utility,  though  they  may  amuse  the  idle." 
He  then  admits  that  they  "  alTord  elegant  and 
agreeable  diversion  when  cultivated  with  taste," 
and  may  "  expand  the  mind  formed  for  expansion." 

Better  facilities  for  the  higher  education  of  girls 
began  to  engage  the  attention  of  intelligent  parents 
in  Albany,  early  in  this  century.  Private  schools 
were  started  with  varied  success.  The  most  im- 
portant enterprise  of  this  kind  was  the  Union 
School,  so  called,  started  by  Ebcnezer  Foot,  in 
Montgomery  street,  in  1814,  from  which  grew  the 
excellent  and  widely  useful  Albany  Female  Acad- 
emy, a  history  of  which  will  be  given  in  the  history 
of  education  in  the  city  of  Albany.  We  mention  it 
here  only  to  say  that  its  doors  have  always  been 
open  to  girls  residing  outside  the  city  at  reason- 
able rates  of  tuition  ;  that  it  has  usually  had  the 
best  of  instructors  and  a  wise  supervision  ;  that  its 
course  of  study  has  favored  the  liberal  and  practi- 
cal branches,  and  that  its  influence  upon  female 
education  in  this  county  has  been  most  benefi- 
cent. 

In  1838,  the  distinguished  English  traveler, 
Buckingham,  made  a  brief  sojourn  in  Albany,  and 
cli'scly  studied  its  institutions.  In  the  Female 
Academy  he  says  he  found  about  250  in  attend- 
ance from  the  city  and  140  from  the  country.  The 
school  instruction  and  management,  then  for  about 
twenty  years  in  charge  of  that  eminent  educator, 
Alonzo  Crittenden,  he  found  most  admirable.  He 
ailds  :  "This  experiment,  which  has  now  been 
continued  for  upward  of  twenty  years,  has  proved 
al)undantly  what  many  have  affected  to  disbelieve 
or  doubt,  that  the  female  intellect  is  in  no  degree 
whatever  inferior  in  its  capacity  to  receive  and  re- 
tain instruction  in  the  highest  and  most  difficult 
branches  of  learning  to  the  male  ;  that  their 
powers  of  application  and  their  zeal  for  informa- 
tion are,  also,  quite  equal  to  that  of  the  other  sex  ; 
and  that  such  differences  as  have  hitherto  existed 
between  the  intellectual  condition  of  male  and 
female  youths  have  been  whollv  owing  to  their  be- 
ing subjected  to  different  modes  of  education.  " 

These  sentiments,  regarded  as  questionable 
sixty  years  ago,  have  been  so  firmly  established  by 
the  observation  of  teachers  and  school  officers  that 
"experiment  "  is  no  longer  called  for,  and  "  dis- 
belief and  doubt"  are  no  longer  found,  even  among 
the  oldest  of  the  "old  fogies  "  in  education. 

31 


In  Preston's  Statistical  Report  of  the  countv  f  .r 
the  year  1820,  we  find  enumerated  in  the  count\-. 
155  common  schools,  "exclusive  of  parts  of 
schools  adjoining  other  towns,"  to  wit:  in  Albanv, 
25  ;  Bethelehem,  25  ;  Coeymans,  15  ;  W'estcrlo, 
16;  Rensselaerville,  iS  ;  Berne,  30  ;  Guilderland, 
1 1  ;  Watervliet,  1 2  ;  also  an  academy  of  1 50 
students,  Lancasterian  school  of  400  pupils,  and  a 
mechanic  school,  all  in  the  city  of  Albanv.  The 
Albany  Female  Academy,  although  then  in  opera- 
tion, is  not  named.  The  same  writer,  John 
Preston,  an  old  teacher  of  his  day,  residing  in 
Westerlo,  says  :  "Our  country  schools,  and  manv 
in  cities,  al  present  are  too  tedious  and  too 
expensive  in  teaching  children  the  elementarv 
parts  of  sciences. "  He  places  a  high  estimate  upon 
the  now  exploded  Lancasterian  system  of  school 
management,  as  "surpassing  anything  of  the  kind 
heretofore  discovered. " 

Henry  R.  Schoolcraft  tells  us  that  his  great- 
grandsire  was  a  schoolmaster,  and  taught  the  first 
English  school  in  Schoharie  Countv,  in  his  old 
age,  and  was  known  as  one  of  the  verv  lew  j)romi- 
nent  ones  in  the  region  of  Albany  County,  at  that 
early  day. 

Apollos  Moore  came  from  Berkshire  County, 
Mass.,  and  settled  in  Rensselaerville  soon  after  the 
Revolution,  where  he  was  long  and  widely  known 
as  a  successful  schoolmaster.  From  1S12  to  1S2S, 
he  was  County  Judge,  and  for  many  years  a  lead- 
ing citizen  of  the  county.  Moses  Patten,  from 
New  Hampshire,  also  resided  in  this  town,  and  was 
a  leading  teacher  of  public  schools  fjr  many  years. 
He  held  the  office  of  Surrogate  from  1S40  to  1S44. 

Hon.  A.  J.  Cc:>lvin  speaks  of  William  Hicks  as  a 
leading  schoolmaster  in  Coeymans  in  the  early 
part  of  this  century.  He  was  a  great  speller, 
and  teaching  spelling  was  his  hobby.  Only  the 
" common  branches  "  were  taught.  The  "criminal 
stick  "  recorded  punishable  crimes,  and  woe  to  the 
young  culprit  who  earned  the  ferule  or  the  birchen 
rod. 

John  Preston,  of  Westerlo,  was  one  of  the  best 
Yankee  schoolmasters  that  taught  in  the  country 
towns  of  the  county  in  the  first  part  of  this  cen- 
tury. 

We  wish  we  could  give  a  complete  list  of  these 
pioneers,  but  it  is  not  possible  at  this  writing. 

Countv  Superintcndcnls  of  Common  Schools. — The 
legislature  passed  an  act.  drawn  by  Hon.  John  C. 
Spencer,  May  26,  1S41.  requiring  County  Boards 
of  Supervisors  to  appoint  biennially  a  County 
Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  charged  with 
the  general  supervision  of  the  public  schools  in  his 
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jurisdiction.  The  office  was  abolished,  November 
13,  1847.  Tlie  followiiiL,^  gentlemen  served  in  this 
office  in  Albany  County  :  l\o\al  Shaw,  Francis 
Dwiglit,  Ivufiis  King,  Horace  K.  Willard,  Abraham 
Van  Vechten,  Henry  S.  xMcCall. 

This  oflice  was  abolished  "  without  petitions  from 
any  considerable  number  of  jieople  and  without 
proposing  a  substitute."  It  l)ccame  unpopular  be- 
cause, in  some  cases,  incompetent  men,  appointed 
as  partisans,  abused  their  trust ;  and  the  small  salary 
was  claimed  by  the  niggardly  as  an  added  burden 
upon  the  taxpayer.  It  was  a  backward  step,  and 
so  regarded  by  the  best  friends  of  education  every- 
where. It  left  all  school  supervision  to  Town 
Superintendents,  who,  with  rare  exceptions, 
neglected  trusts  for  which  they  had  no  fitness. 
Such  was  the  united  testimony  of  Samuel  Young, 
N.  S.  Benton,  Christopher  Morgan,  Henry  S. 
Randall,  Samuel  S.  Randall,  Victor  AI.  Rice,  and 
other  prominent  State  officers  and  educators. 

School  Commissioners  of  counties  are  chosen  for 
a  term  of  three  j-ears  by  the  electors  of  their  com- 
missioner district.  There  are  now  three  districts 
in  Albany  County,  exclusive  of  the  cities  of  Albany 
and  Cohoes,  with  the  supervision  of  whose  schools 
these  officers  h.ave  nothing  to  do.  Local  school 
boards  are  chosen  by  the  cities  to  manage  their 
own  school  affairs.  These  school  boards  usually 
elect  an  agent  called  Superintendent  of  Schools. 
The  County  Commissioners  are  required  to  exam- 
ine and  license  local  public  scliool  teachers,  except 
such  as  hold  State  or  Normal  Schnol  diplomas;  to 
visit  their  schools;  to  aid  in  organizing  teachers' 
institutes;  to  do  several  other  duties,  and  to  report 
annuall}'  to  the  State  Superintendent. 

ALBANY  COUNTY,  FIRST  DISTRICT. 

1856,  John  B.  Shear,  Coeymans;  1858,  John  G.  Van<ler- 
zee,  Cedar  Hill;  1861,  L.  Carter  Tuttlc,  Cedar  Hill;  1S64, 
John  C.  Nott,  Albany;  1867,  William  E  Whitbeck,  Beth- 
lehem Center;  1870,  Leonard  A.  Carhart,  Coeymans;  1873, 
John  F.  Shafer,  Cedar  Hill;  1876,  David  D.  L.  McCulIoch, 
New  Salem;  1879,  Alexander  F.  Baker,  Cedar  Hill;  1S82, 
Samuel  F.  Powell,  Coeymans  ;  18S5,  John  J.  Callanan, 
Callanan's  Corners. 

SECOND  DISTRICT. 

Peter  Tinklepaugh;  Edward  V.  Filkins,  Berne;  1861, 
George  I..  Boughton,  Rensselaerville;  1867,  Ziua  \\ .  Sny- 
der, Potter's  Hollow;  1S70,  Julius  Thayer,  Soutli  Westerlo; 
i864and  1873,  Zebediah  A.  Dyer,  East  Berne;  1876,  Sanford 
Sisson,  Rensselaerville;  1879,  Rulus  T.  Crippen,  Rensse- 
laerville; 1SS2,  Elias  Vouny,  Rcidsville;  1885,  Charles  1 'e 
La  Mater,  Medusa. 

THIRD  DISTRICT. 

1856,  John  H.  Sand,  Knox;  1858,  William  Arthur,  Jr., 
West  Troy;    1S61,  Thomas   lleline,  Guilderland;  1S67, 


George  H.  Quay,  Knox;  1S64  and  1S70,  John  P.  Wliilbeck, 
West  Troy;  1873,  Thomas  Ilelme,  MeKownville;  1S76, 
William  J.  McMillan,  West  Troy;  1879,  Charles  K.  Slurtjes, 
Knox;  1SS2,  Thomas  P.  Heenan,  West  Troy;  1SS5,  George 

McDonald,  West  Troy. 

FOURTH  DISTRICT. 

1S56,  John  Muckle. 

The  Commissioners  whose  terms  expired  De- 
cember 31,  1S56,  were  four  in  number,  one  from 
each  Assembly  district.  They  were  appointed  bj- 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  about  June  i,  soon  after 
the  passage  of  the  act  constituting  them.  After 
this  the  county  was  divided  into  three  School  Com- 
missioner Districts,  not  including  the  cities  and 
villages  having  special  school  acts  relating  to  su- 
pervision. Since  November,  1857,  the  Commis- 
sioners have  been  elected  at  the  annual  State  elec- 
tion, and  commence  their  official  term  of  three 
years  on  the  ist  day  of  the  January  succeeding. 

Tlie  first  State  Normal  Sehool  was  located  in  Al- 
bany by  law,  3ilay  7,  1844,  under  the  supervision 
of  the  State  Superintendent  and  the  Regents  of  the 
University.  We  give  a  more  extended  history 
of  this  institution  in  another  place.  We  mention 
it  here  as  one  of  the  great  e\'ents  in  the  history  of 
education,  occurring  in  this  county  over  forty  years 
ago,  and,  ever  since,  shedding  its  benignant  influ- 
ence upon  all  the  schools  in  the  State,  but  es- 
pecially upon  those  of  Albany  County.  It  was, 
with  the  characteristic  conservatism  of  the  educa- 
tional legislation  of  the  times,  limited  to  an  exist- 
ence of  only  five  years.  DeWitt  Clinton,  in  1S26, 
and  other  eminent  statesmen  of  that  day,  who  saw 
that  poor  teaching  was  the  great  obstacle  to  the 
progress  of  popular  education,  had  spoken  of  the 
importance  of  such  an  institution.  The  best  edu- 
cators and  school  officers  urged  it.  Its  establish- 
ment as  an  experiment  was  a  necessity.  It  was 
opened  as  a  school,  with  twenty-nine  pupils,  De- 
cember, 1S44.  It  has  never  been  closed.  April 
12,  1848,  it  was  made  a  "  ])ermanent  establish- 
ment" by  law.  July  31,  1S49,  ''^  occupied  its 
present  building.  This  autumn  it  is  to  be  removed 
to  its  new  building  on  Washington  Park,  admirable 
for  location,  architecture,  and  all  needful  appoint- 
ments for  its  approjiriate  work. 

Its  successive  principals  are  thus  named  ;  David 
P.  Page,  George  R.  Perkins,  Samuel  B.  Wool- 
worth,  David  II.  Cochrane,  Oliver  Arev,  Joseph 
Alden,  Edward  P.  Waterbury. 

Teachers'  Departments  in  academies  were  pro- 
vided fir  by  a  legislative  act  of  March  30,  1S49, 
and  kept  up  to  this  day  by  subsequent  acts,  by 
which,  under  certain  conditions,  in  academies  se- 
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lected  by  the  Regents  of  the  University,  a  class  of 
pupils  receive  special  instruction  in  the  art  of  man- 
aging and  teaching  schools  a  portion  of  each  year. 
Under  this  act  I  find  that  Rcnsselaerv'illc  Academy 
and  Knoxville  Academy  have  done  some  useful 
service  in  this  way;  but  it  has  been  very  limited  in 
quantity  and  variable  in  quality. 

Teachers  Institules  have  been  a  popular  and 
powerful  agency  in  the  working  educational  forces 
of  the  State  and  County.  The  lirst  in  the  State 
was  opened  at  Idiaca,  April  4,  1S43,  ^rof.  John 
S.  Denman,  of  Tompkins  County,  and  held  two 
weeks.  Salem  Town,  James  15.  Thompson  and 
David  Powell  were  the  assistants.  Twenty-eight 
teachers  attended.  A  law  providing  for  holding 
them  annually  in  each  county  was  passed,  Novem- 
ber 13,  1S47,  appropriating  sixty  dollars  to  each 
county  which  should  comi)ly  with  its  provisions. 

We  add  as  complete  a  list  as  we  can  now  make 
out  of  those  held  in  this  county.  We  do  not  find 
that  Albany  County  was  among  the  earliest  to  com- 
ply with  the  terms  of  the  act. 

For  some  years  they  were  not  held  regularly, 
and  were  thinly  attended.  Indeed,  to  this  day,  the 
attendance  embraces  but  a  small  part  of  the  teach- 
ers of  the  county,  and  but  little  popular  or  pro- 
fessional enthusiasm  has  ever  been  awakened  in 
these  State  institutions  in  Albany  County.  The 
years  and  places  of  holding,  and  the  number  of 
members  enrolled  for  twenty  years  past,  are  here 
given  : 

1S65. — Clarksvillc,    118;    East    Berne,  106; 
Watervliet,  173. 

1866.  — Chesterville,  iSi  ;  Watervliet,  no. 

1867.  — Cohoes,  93. 

1868.  - — Chesterville,  iio;  Knowersville,  73. 

1869.  

1870.  — Chesterville,  140  ;  Coeymans,  66. 

1871.  — Watervliet,  71. 

1872.  — Chesterville,  172. 

1873.  — East  Berne,  167. 

1874.  — Knowersville,  131.  ,,■ 

1875.  — Clarksville,  144. 

1876.  — New  Salem,  132. 

1877.  — Knowersville,  144. 

1878.  — New  Salem,  163  ;  New  Salem,  89. 

1879.  — Clarksvillc,  102  ;  .Xdamsville,  75. 

1880.  - — Kn()wers\ille,  145;  liernc.  157. 

1881.  — New  Salem,  120;  Coeymans,  78. 

1882.  — Chesterville,  146  ;  Knowersville,  108. 

1883.  — New  .Salem,  62. 
1S84. — Coeymans,  121. 
1885. — Knowersville,  97. 

The  Sidle  Geolngicitl  Sitrvey  was  authorized  by 
law,  A[)ril  15,  1S36,  and  was  carried  on  in  four 
districts.    Albany  County  was  included  in  the  first  I 


district.  The  following  distinguished  scientific 
men  residing  in  Albany  were  engaged  with  others 
in  that  survey  as  principals  or  assistants:  IV' >r. 
William  G.  ■Mather,  in  geology  ;  Prof  Ebenezer 
Emmons,  in  geology  and  agriculture  ;  Dr.  James 
P'-ights,  in  geology;  Prof  James  Hall,  in  gcoloi,^y 
and  paleontology.  The  work  commenced  in  1836 
and  terminated  with  their  first  reports  in  1S41,  ex- 
cept that  of  paleonti-ilogy,  which  is  still  continued 
under  Dr.  James  Hall,  who  has  served  in  this  de- 
partment since  1S43.  Besides  the  five  annual  re- 
ports, twenty-one  huge  printed  volumes,  abounding 
in  facts  and  illustrations,  attest  to  the  extent  -and 
thoroughness  of  the  work  done. 

The  State  Museum  of  Natural  Flistory,  recently 
placed  in  the  Slate  Flail,  of  which  fames  Hall  has 
been  director  since  1866,  is  a  wonderful  collection, 
a  great  and  impressive  teacher  of  science,  an  out- 
growth of  this  survey,  continually  increasing  un- 
der the  fostering  care  of  the  Regents  of  the  Univer- 
sity, who  are  its  legal  trustees,  and  by  the  wise  and 
devoted  activity  of  its  museum  staff,  consisting  of 
Profs.  James  Hall,  geologist  ;  Joseph  A.  Lintner, 
entomologist,  and  Charles  H.  Peck,  botanist. 

In  1820,  sixteen  years  before  the  above  State 
survey  was  commenced,  a  Geological  and  Agri- 
cultural Survey  of  Albany  County  was  made  by 
Prof  Theodoric  Romeyn  Beck.  This  was  the 
first  undertaking  of  the  kind  in  the  State. 

Hon.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  with  character- 
isdc  public  spirit  and  zeal  for  promoting  valuable 
knowledge,  employed  Prof  Amos  Eaton,  then  of 
Albany,  to  make  a  geological  examination  of  the 
rocks  along  the  line  of  the  Erie  Canal.  His 
report  was  published  in  1S24,  and  was  a  work  of 
decided  merit,  considering  the  state  of  science  at 
that  date. 

Rege.\ts  of  the  university,  except  ^'.v  officiis. 
appointed  since  1787,  and  having  residence  in 
Albany  County,  with  year  of  appointment,  have 
been  as  follows  : 

John  Rodgers,  1787;  Philip  Schu\ler,  17S7; 
Dirck  Romeyn,  17S7;  Eilardus  Westerlo,  1787; 
John  McDonald,  1787;  .\braham  Van  Vechtcn, 
'797;  Thomas  Ellison,  1797:  Simeon  De  Wilt, 
1798;  James  Kent,  1800:  John  Taylcr,  1802: 
.\mbrose  Spencer,  1805;  Elisha  Jenkins,  1807:  De 
Witt  Clinton,  1808:  Peter  Gansevoort,  Jr.,  1S08; 
Joseph  C.  Yates,  iSi 2;  Solomon  Southwick,  1812: 
Smith  Thompson,  18 13;  John  Woodworth,  1^13; 
Martin  Van  Buren.  1816;  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  1817; 
JohnDeWitt,  181 7;  .Samuel  \'oung,  iSi7;Siephcn 
Van  Rensselaer,  1S19;  William  A.  Duer,  1S20; 
Harmanus  Bleecker,  1822:  Samuel  .\.  Talcott, 
1823;  James  King,   1823;  Peter  Wendell,  1823: 
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William  L.  IMarcy,  1823;  Jesse  Buel,  1S26;  Ben- 
jamin F.  ]5utler,  1S29;  Gerrit  Y.  Lansing,  1^29; 
John  Keyes  Paige,  1829;  John  Tracy,  1830;  John 
A.  Dix,  1S31;  Erastus  Corning,  1833;  James  Mc- 
Kown,  1834;  AmasaJ.  Parker,  1835;  Joseph  Rus- 
sell, 1S39;  John  C.  Spencer,  1840;  Gideon  Haw- 
ley,  1842;  John  V.  L.  Pruyn,  1844;  ^lartin  \'an 
Buren,  1845:  fabez  D.  Hammond,  1845:  Philip 
S.  Van  Rensselaer,  1849;  John  X.  Campbell,  1S51; 
George  W.  Clinton,  1S56;  George  R.  Perkins, 
1862;  Henry  R.  Pierson,  1872;  Anson  J.  Upson, 
1874;  John  A.  Dix,  1876;  Charles  E.  Smith,  1879; 
St.  Clair  McKelvvay,  1883;  Hamilton  Harris, 
1885. 

Standard  historians  have  scarcely  noticed  the  sub- 
ject of  education.  We  have  had  little  help  from 
them.  They  write  of  wars,  and  the  strifes  of  kings 
and  other  men  struggling  for  wealth  and  power. 
Theirs  is  a  record  of  contending  factions  in  Church 
and  State.  From  tliem  the  student  of  history  learns 
litde  of  the  homes  of  the  people,  of  the  training  of 
the  young,  of  the  pursuits  of  the  student  of 
science  and  literature,  or  of  the  mighty  influences 
that  come  from  wise  and  godly  men  and  women, 
working  for  humanity  and  country,  in  quiet  places. 
And  yet  these  are  all  of  vital  importance. 

School  statistics,  as  published  in  our  school  docu- 
ments, possess  little  value  previous  to  about  1857. 
Mr.  Victor  M.  Rice  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  or- 
ganizing a  plan  for  them,  but  little  improved  since. 
He  had  able  clerks  in  his  department;  and  county 
school  commissioners  v/ere  trained  by  him  to  a 
habit  of  making  intelligible  and  truthful  reports. 
An  examination  of  the  State  Annual  School  Reports 
for  thirty  years  past  will  enlighten  the  student  of 
education,  as  he  can  be  enlightened  in  no  other 
way,  in  regard  to  the  progress  of  education  in  our 
Slate  and  County.  We  would  be  glad  to  collate 
facts  and  make  comparisons  from  these  tables,  but 
space  forbids. 

The  influences  that  have  been  working  for  a 
century  past  to  advance  the  education  of  the  masses 
in  this  State,  have  been  many.  Albany  County, 
as  embracing  the  State  Capital,  and  the  temporary 
homes,  at  least,  of  legislators,  statemen,  jurists, 
educators  and  philanthropists,  from  whom  these 
influences  have  proceeded,  has  had  great  advan- 
'  tages.  In  the  City  of  Albany  these  influences  have 
been  powerfully  felt.  They  have  led  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  our  many  private  schools,  our  excellent 
academies  and  public  scliools,  our  schools  of 
law  and  medicine,  our  Dudley  Observatory,  our 
libraries  and  Cabinets,  and  all  our  facilities  for 
advancement  in  knowletlge. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  these  influences  have 
slowly  entered  into  our  country  towns.    We  have 


no  doubt  that  the  manorial  system,  so  long  existing 
in  these  towns,  has  been  the  chief  paralyzing  cause. 
It  made  men  groveling  and  ambitionless.  A  better 
day  for  these  beautiful  valleys  and  hills,  these 
homes  and  villages,  is  lifting.  Schools  and  school- 
houses  are  better,  and  men  and  women  of  intelli- 
gence and  influence  are  multiplying. 

No  one  can  question  that  these  good  influences 
had  their  origin  and  stimulus  from  New  England. 
The  immigration  from  that  land,  which  began  im- 
mediatelv  after  the  Revolution,  and  has  continued 
ever  since,  has  spread  anil  intensified  these  influ- 
ences. 

Among  the  men  whose  exertions  and  influence 
have  essentiallv  contributed  to  the  establishment  of 
the  schools  referred  to.  and  to  the  securing,  finally, 
of  a  real,  permanent  school  system,  free  fur  all  the 
people,  may  be  named  the  following  who  have  had 
residence  in  this  county,  not  to  speak  of  Governors, 
Regents,  and  State  Superintendents  named  else- 
where: 

Gideon  Hawley,  Eliphalet  Nott,  Alexander  G. 
Johnson,  Plenry  B.  Plaswell,  John  O.  Cole, 
Franklin  Townsend,  John  V.  L.  Pruyn,  Bradford 
R.  Wood,  Friend  Humphrey,  Henry  ]\Iandeville. 
Alonzo  Potter,  Jabez  D.  Hammond,  John  C. 
Spencer,  Daniel  D.  Barnard,  Ebenezer  Foot,  T. 
Romeyn  Beck,  Francis  Dwight.  Alonzo  Crittenden, 
Benj.  F.  Butler,  Tiiomas  W.  Valentine,  John  W. 
Bulkley,  Samuel  B.  Woolworth,  Alden  March, 
James  H.  Armsby,  Daniel  J.  Pratt,  Henry  S.  McCall, 
Charles  P.  Easton,  John  E.  Bradley.  Merrill  E. 
Gates  and  many  others,  including,  of  course,  all 
competent  and  faithful  educators,  male  and  female. 
Of  these  twenty-nine,  nineteen  are  natives  of  New 
England.  They  were  acknowledged  leaders. 
Others,  "'of  every  kindred,  every  tribe,"  hav; 
cheerfully  co-operated  or  followed,  and  enjoyed 
the  benefit  of  their  labors. 

After  years  of  struggling  in  the  ilark,  without 
.system,  Gideon  Hawley,  of  Connecticut,  was  elected 
State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  in  18 13, 
and  held  the  office,  with  a  salary  of  S300,  for  eight 
years.  "To  no  individual  in  the  State  are  the 
friends  of  Common  School  Plducation  more  in- 
debtetl  for  the  impetus  given  the  cause  of  element- 
ary instruction  in  its  infancy  than  to  Gideon  Haw- 
ley." Organization,  supervision,  practical  knowl- 
edge of  minute  iletails,  patience,  perseverance, 
hrmest  work  and  sincere  love  tor  the  cause  were 
the  retpiisitcs  in  one  man.  Mr.  Hawley  unitetl  all 
these.  He  settled  in  .Albany,  was  long  time  Sec- 
retary of  the  Board  of  Regents,  and  lived  to  see 
the  reward  of  his  labors.     Many  followed  him 
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most  worthily.  The  work  was  carried  on  in 
the  Secretary  of  State  Department,  with  increased 
experience,  by  such  men  as  Vales,  Fhigg,  Dix, 
Spencer,  Young,  I5ent(,»n,  Morgan  and  the  Ran- 
dalls. In  1854  Superintendent  Rice  took  the  helm, 
followed  by  Weaver  and  others.  But  none  after 
Hawley  had  a  home  in  this  county  except  during 
their  official  terms.  Jonathan  Tenney  and  Addi- 
son A.  Keyes  are  the  only  Deputy  State  Superin- 


tendents of  Public  Instruction  who  were  perma- 
nent residents  in  Alliany  County. 

The  Educational  growth  of  our  County  has 
been  very  ra[)id  during  the  last  one  huntlred  years, 
and  especially  so  during  the  last  fifty  years.  Its 
history,  to  which  we  have  given  a  few  pages  only, 
could  easily  be  expanded  into  a  volume.  In  the 
special  history  of  Albany  City  we  shall  give  more 
attention  to  its  local  institutions  of  learning. 


A  LIST  OF  THE  TOWNSHIPS  f/.),  CITIES  (c),  INCORPORATED  VILLAGES  {i\  v.), 
VILLAGES  {v.),  HAMLETS  ih.)  AND  NEIGHBORHOODS  (n.)  IN 

ALBANY  COUNTY, 

WITH   THEIR  DIST.VNCES   FROM   ALBANY   CITY   IN   MILES,    THEIR   POST-OFFICES,   R.VILWAV   ST.VTIONS,  LOCATION 
IN  TOWN,    LOCAL  NAMES.    ETC,    BY  PROF.  J.  TENNEY. 


Towns,  Cities, 
Villages,  etc. 


Albany. 


Arbor  Hill  

Groesbeckvillc  

Martinsville  

Nortli  Albany .... 
Tivoli  Hollow  .... 
Washington  Park  . 

West  Aibany  

Berne  

Berneville  

East  Berne  

South  Berne  

West  Berne  

Peoria  

Reidsvillc  

Thompson's  Lake. 

Bethleuk.m  

Adams'  Station. . . 
Becker's  Corners. . 
Bethlehem  Center. 

Cedar  Hill  

Hurstville  

Kenwood  

Normansville  .  ... 


Selkirk   

Slinj^erlands  

So.  Bethlehem  

Upper  Hollow  

Van  Wie's  

Wemple  

COEV.MANS  

AJcove  

Aquetuck  

Coeymans  Hollow.. 
Coeymans  Junction. 
Coeymans  Landing. 

Indian  Fields  

Reefer's  Corners.  . . 

Mossy  Hdl  

StephensviUc  

CoHOES  


COLONIE. 


Post-offices, 


P.  o. 


Albany  P.  O. 


P.  O. 
P.  ( ). 

Berne  P.  O. 
P.  O. 
P.  O. 
P.  O. 
Berne  P. ( 
P.  O. 


W 


OUH-DERI  AM)  

Dunnsville  

French's  .Mills.  

Fuller's  Station  

tluilderland  Center. 


Bethlehem  Center  P.O. 
P.  O. 
P.  O. 
P.  O. 
P.  (). 
Albany  P.  O. 

(  Adamsvilie  or  ( 
(  Albany  P.  O.  \ 
P.  O. 
P.  O. 
P.  O. 
Adamsvilie  P.  O. 
P.  O. 

Bethlehem  Center  P.  O. 
P.  O. 
P.  O. 
P.  O. 
P.  O. 
Coeymans  P.  O. 
Coeymans  P.  O. 
P.  O. 
P.  O. 

Alcove  p!  b.  ' 
P.  O. 


P.  O. 
P.  O. 
Fuller's  .Sta.  P.  O. 
P.  O. 
P.  (). 


Railway  Stations. 


N.  V.  C,  I 
B.  &  A.,  etc.  )■ 


N.  V.  C. 


A.  &  S. 


\V.  S. 


W.  S. 
A.  &  S. 
W.  S. 


W.  S. 


\v.  s. 


(  R.  &  S.  and  ( 
(      T.  M  S.  )■ 


W.  S. 


Distances 
in  Miles 

from  State 
Capitol. 


Location 

in 
Town. 


N. 

I 

S. 

0. 

N. 

I 

N. 

I 

W. 

2 

N. 

a'? 

23 

X. 

>9 

N.  E. 

21 

S. 

27 

N.  VV. 

27 

N.  W. 

16 

S.  E. 

17 

N.  E. 

5 

6 

C.' 

8 

S. 

5 

c. 

8 

S.  E. 

3 

I 

2 

4 

N.  E. 

10 

E. 

7 

N.  W. 

10 

S. 

4 

N.  E. 

5 

E. 

3 

E. 

'3 

21 

S.  W. 

16 

S.  E. 

18 

S.  C. 

'3 

E. 

•3 

S.  E. 

20 

N. 

20 

N.  W. 

22 

S.  W. 

20 

S.  W. 

9 

.... 

9 

E. 

«5 

N.  W. 

•3 

E. 

•3 

C. 

12 

C. 

Local  Names  and  Other  Notes. 


r  Fort  Orange,  The  Fuyck,  ] 
j  Beverwyck,  A^u^^nia,  Or-  j 
I  anienberg,  Williamstadt,  j 
[were  early  names.  J 

Annexed  from  Bethlehem. 
Named  for  George  M.irtin. 
Annexed  from  Watervliet. 

Public  Park.  ' 
^[ostly  in  Watervliet. 

Beaver  Dam.  Corporation. 
Philla,  n.  W  arner's  Lake. 

Mechanicsville,  Peoria. 
Named  for  Peoria,  Ills. 
Named  for  Sandy  Reid. 
Summer  Resort. 

Adamsvilie. 
The  Hook. 
Babcock's  Corner. 
Steamboat  Landing. 

Mouth  of  NormanskiU. 
Upper  Hollow. 


Janes'  Corners. 
Normansville. 


Stcphensville. 
Peacock's  Corners. 


Named  for  Balthus  Kcefer. 


j  A  town  trom  1808  15,  | 
"(     now  a  part  of  .Vll.>any.  )' 

Named  for  Christi>pher  Dunn. 

Named  for  Alx.1  French. 
Named  for  Maj.  John  l  iiller. 
Bang.iil. 


■        J    -'/ir   y.:.;:'.  : 
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am: 


A  LIST  OF  THE  TOWNSHIPS,  CITIES,   INXXJRPORATED  VILLAGES,   ETC.,  ETC 


Towns,  Cities, 
Villages,  etc. 


Guilderlnnd  Station. . 

llaniiltonvillc  

Knowersville  

McKowiiville  

Sloans  

Knox  

Kno.xville  

Knox  Station  

East  Township  

West  Township  

New  Scotland  

Callanan's  Corners 

Clarksvilie  

Feura  Hush  

HeldcrberiT  

Jerusalem  

New  Salem  

New  Scotland  


New  Scotland  Station 

Onesquethaii  

Union  Church  

Union  viile  


Post-olTices, 


Di>Ia:ices 

T>  -I  c.  .  Miles 
Ra.Iway  Stations. 

Caiiitol. 


P.  o. 

Guildcrland  P.  O. 
P.  O. 
P.  O. 
Guilderland  P.  O. 
P.  O. 
Knox  P.  O. 
Knox  P.  O. 
P.  ( ). 
P.  O. 


Voorlieesville  

Wolf  Hill  

Rkn.sselaerville  

Cooksburtj;  

Connersvillc  

Medusa  

Peckham  Hollow. ... 

Potter's  Hollovv  

Preston  Hollow  

Rensselaerville  , 

Smith's  Corners  

Williamsburg  

WATERVLIEr  

Boght  


Cemetery  

Center  

Crescent  

Gibbonsville  

Green  Island  

Groesbeck's  Corners. 
Ireland's  Corners. . . . 
Karner  


Latham's  Corners.  . . . 

Lisha's  Kill  

Loudonville  

Lower  Aqueduct  

Menand's  

Newtonville  

Port  Schuyler  

Shakers  

SpencerviUe  

Town  House  Corners. 
Van  Vranken's  Corner: 

Wash  inij  ton  

Watervlict  Center  . . 
West  Albany  


West  Troy 


Westerlo  

Chesterville.  . . . 
Dormansviile  .  . . 
Lamb's  Corners. 
South  Westerlo  . 


Van  Leuven's  Comers 
Westerlo  Center  


Jerusalem  P.  O. 
P.  O. 
P.  O. 
P.  O. 
P.  O. 

Voorheesville  P.  O. 


P.  O. 

Union  Church  P.  O. 

P.  O. 
P.  O. 

Rensselaerville  P.  O. 

P.  O. 
Rensselaerville  P.  O. 

P.  O. 

v.o. 

P.  O. 

P.  O. 

Medusa  P.  O. 
Rensselaerville  P.  (). 

"Cohoes  P.  (). 
Albany  P.  O. 
Karner  P.  O. 

West  Troy  P.'  6. 

P.  O. 
Cohoes  P.  O. 
Loudonville  P.  O. 

P.  (  ). 

Cohoes  P.  O. 

P.  O. 
P.  O. 

Albany  P.  O.' 
P.  O. 

 P.  6." 

West  Albany  P.  O. 
Cohoes  P.  ( ). 
Cohoes  P.  O. 

P.  o.' 

P.  O. 

P.  O. 

P.  O. 
Westerlo  P.  O. 
P.  (). 
So.  Westerlo  P.  O. 
P.  O. 

Westerlo  P.  O. 


A.  &  S. 
A.  &  "S. 


A.  &  S. 


W.  S. 

w.  s. 


\  A.  &  S.  and  ) 
-(       W.  S.  \ 


W.  s. 
w.  s. 

&  S.  and 
W.  S. 


R.  &  .S. 

N.  Y.  C. 
T.  &  S. 
R.  &  S. 
R.  &  S. 


N.  Y.  C. 
'  A.'  &  T.' 

n.'y'.'c. 

N.  Y.  C  . 
R.  &  S. 


14 

8 

I? 
4 

8 

21 
21 

22 
'9 
2,3 
8 
12 
12 

9 
15 

9 

12 


14 

9 
9 


13 

23 

32 
29 

33 
32 

23 
28 
28 

10 

3 
8 
12 
6 
7 

10 

3 
9 
6 

9 
3 

12 

3 
5 


22 
22 
20 
26 
24 


Location 
in 
Town. 

s.  w. 

E. 

w.  c. 

S.  E. 
E. 

C. 

N. 

E. 

W. 

E. 
S.  E. 
S.  W. 
S.  E. 
N.  W. 
S.  E. 
N.  W. 

E. 

N.  E. 

S. 
E. 
E. 

N. 

W. 

s.  w. 
s.  w. 

S.  E. 

sVw. 
s.  w. 

N.  E. 

S.  E. 
N.  W. 

'n.' 

E. 

N. 
W. 
E. 
E. 
N. 
C. 
W. 

c. 

N.  W. 

s. 

N.  E. 
E. 
C. 

wV 
s. 
c. 
c. 

E. 
N. 

S. 


c. 

E. 
S.  W. 

s. 

N. 


Local  Names  and  Other  Notes. 


N'd  for  Hon.  Alex.  Hamilton. 
Named  for  Hon.  lienj.  Kiiower. 
Named  for  Hon.  Jas.  .McKown. 
HamiltonviUe,  Sloans. 


The  Street. 


Jerusalem. 
Feura  Bush. 

Voorheesville. 


Tarrytown. 
Unionville. 


j  Named  for  | 

(  Hon.  A.  B.  Voorhees.  \ 


Named  for  Thomas  Cook. 
Williamsburg. 
Hall's  Mills. 
Obsolete;  Willow  C;ien. 
Named  for  S.iimiel  Potler. 
Named  for  John  Preston. 
I  Named  for  [ 

l  Gen.  S.  Van  Rensselaer.  ) 
Named  for  Moses  Smith. 
Connersvillc. 

Groesbeck's  Corners. 
Rural,  St.  Agnes  and  I 
Anshe  Emeth  Cemeteries,  j 
Karner. 
Railway  Station. 
Named  for  lames  Ciibbons. 
Tibbitt's  IsLmd. 
The  Boght. 
Named  for  Rev.  Selah  Ireland 
Named  lor  Theodore  Karner. 
j       Town  House  and  [ 
(  Van  Vranken's  Corners.  ) 

Named  for  Lord  Loudon. 

On  the  Mohawk. 
Named  for  Florist  .Mcnand. 
Named  for  John  M.  Newton. 
Named  lor  Peter  Schuyler. 
Shaker  Community  since  1776. 
Named  for  Julius  A.  Spencer. 
Van  Vranken's. 
Town  House  Corners. 
Port  Schuyler. 

Partly  in  Albany  City. 
(  Includes  former  Port.Schuy-  j 
I      ler,  Gibbonsville  and  - 
I  Washington.  ) 

Named  for  Rev.  John  Chester. 
Named  for  Daniel  Horman. 


(  Once  Sackett's  Corners  and  ) 
<  Preston's  Corners;  named  > 
(     for  Isa.ic  \'an  l^uven.  ) 
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HISTORY  OF  POPULATION  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


By  Prof.  J.  TENISTEY. 


THE  legitimate  purpose  of  the  Census  seems  to 
be  to  determine  matters  essential  to  an  intelli- 
gent and  equitable  administration  of  public  affairs. 
At  first  nothing  was  taken  account  of  except  the 
population  classed  by  ages,  sexes,  and  sometimes 
by  races.  In  this  way  the  strength  of  a  people  for 
the  productive  pursuits  of  peace  or  the  destructive 
hazards  of  war,  was  measured.  And  when  some 
respect  began  to  be  given  to  the  popular  demand 
for  natural  rights,  it  was  important,  to  begin  with, 
to  have  some  scale  of  representation. 

As  imperfect  as  these  census  takings  confessedly 
are,  they  are  valuable  as  an  approximate  measure 
of  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  a  people.  To 
take  them  as  they  come  to  us  is  the  best  we  can 
do,  when  we  propose  to  show  the  historic  move- 
ment of  population  and  the  great  events  and  in- 
dustries that  accompany  it  or  depend  upon  it. 
Hence,  we  have  carefully  collated,  from  every  re- 
source in  our  reach,  this  chapter  as  a  valuable  con- 
tribution to  our  history. 

As  will  be  seen,  the  statements  of  population 
during  the  Dutch  Colonial  period  are  but  little 
better  than  estimates;  and  even  when  taken  by  di- 
rection of  government  officers,  not  only  in  the 
English  Colonial  times,  but  even  in  this  day,  by 
so  many  "enumerators,"  and  from  the  mouths 
of  so  many  dishonest,  ignorant  or  timid  people, 
the  tabulated  rep< :>rts  have  never  yet  reached  per- 
fection. 

Our  facts  and  inferences  in  regard  to  the  number 
and  condition  of  the  population  of  New  Nether- 
lands during  the  Dutch  period,  and  of  New  York 
during  the  English  period,  are  derived  from  the 
documents  and  other  historic  papers  of  those 
periods. 

.  Wassenaer's  Historia  Van  Eumpa,  Amsterdam, 
1621-1632,  says:  "There  are  now  no  families  at 
Fort  Orange.  They  are  all  brought  down.  They 
keep  five  or  six  and  twenty  persons,  traders,  there. 
Bastiaen  Jansz  Crol  is  Vice-Director  there.  He  re- 
mained there  since  the  year  1626,  when  the  others 
came  down." 

This  helps  confirm  our  opinion  that  no  perma- 
nent settlements  in  or  near  what  is  now  Albany 


were  made  prior  to  1630;  perhaps  we  ought  to 
say,  prior  to  1639. 

The  same  writer,  speaking  of  Fort  Amsterdam, 
says:  "The  population  consists  of  270.  including 
men,  women  and  chiUlren."  Fear  of  the  savages, 
and  the  dreary  state  of  things  about  frontier  Fort 
Orange,  thus  early  led  the  "families,"  "  the  women 
and  children,"  to  "come  down  '  to  a  place  of 
better  security. 

That  the  early  population  of  both  Manhattan 
and  Beverwyck  consisted  of  few  persons,  except 
the  officers  and  servants  of  the  West  India  Com- 
pany, is  well  agreed.  .\  little  band  of  colonists 
came  over  in  1630  as  farmers  and  farm  servants 
under  the  patroon,  and  did  service  under  leases  or 
otherwise,  on  the  manor  lands  of  Rensselaerwyck. 
Few  had  families. 

In  1638,  most  of  the  population  was  confined  to 
New  Amsterdam  and  Fort  Orange. 

Their  "  Fligh  Mightinesses"  had  information  in 
April,  1638,  that  "the  population  in  New  Nether- 
lands does  not  only  not  increase  as  it  might,  but 
even  that  it  is  decreasing,"  which  they  attribute  to 
the  neglect  of  the  West  India  Company  to  properly 
encourage  immigration  and  provide  fi>r  the  protec- 
tion of  the  immigrants  by  proper  "inducements 
and  pre-eminences." 

Free  trade,  in  1638,  gave  some  impetus  to  im 
migration;  but  most  who  came  over  preferred  trad- 
ing with  Indians  to  cultivating  the  soil.  In  1646, 
as  shown  by  the  Van  Rensselaer  papers,  only  2 1 6 
colonists  had  been  sent  over  to  R.ensselaerwyck  in 
sixteen  years,  reckoning  from  the  first  arrival  in 
1630. 

Governor  Stuyvesant  tells  us  that,  in  1647,  soon 
after  he  came  in  charge  of  New  Netherlands, 
"The  whole  province  could  not  muster  250  or,  at 
most,  300  men  capable  of  bearing  arms."  This 
includes,  of  course,  all  the  settlements  in  and 
around  New  .\msterdam,  f^sopus  and  Beverwyck. 
This  he  attributes  in  part  to  the  "exceetlingly  det- 
rimental, land-destroying  and  people-expelling  wars 
with  the  cruel  barbarians "  tiiat  were  aroused  and 
carried  on  under  Kieft.  In  this  connection  he 
speaks  of  his  "troublesome  neighbors  of  New 
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England,"  whose  population  numbered  "full  fifty 
to  our  one."  Not  far  from  this  time  New  England 
was  dotted  over  with  agricultural  and  commercial 
settlements,  many  of  which  had  organized  as  inde- 
pendent towns;  and  its  population  was  reckoned 
at  60,000. 

Until  1656,  the  little  church  of  nine  benches 
satisfied  the  religious  worshipers  of  Fort  Orange 
and  the  Colony.  The  early  population  of  Bcver- 
wyck  was  an  unsetded  one.  Some  few  of  the  better 
class  purchased  lands  boj-ond  the  limits  of  Fort 
Orange,  and  settled  down  as  industrious  farmers; 
some  returned  to  FaUierland;  and  others  retired  to 
the  more  stirring  town  of  New  Amsterdam,  down 
by  the  sea.  Population  increased  slowly  upon  the 
frontiers  up  the  Hudson  and  Mohawk.  ]\[any 
were  vagabonds  of  the  lowest  character;  most 
unfit  as  founders  or  builders  of  a  permanent  and 
prosperous  society. 

In  1673,  nine  years  after  the  English  came  in 
possession,  we  are  told:  "They  and  as  many  of 
the  Dutch  nation  as  arc  yet  residing  under  this 
government  is  calculated  to  amount,  women  and 
children  included,  to  about  six  thousand.'' 

In  1678,  Gcjv.  Andros  writes:  "  Inhabitants  and 
planters  about  2,000  able  to  bear  amies;  old  in- 
habitants of  the  place  or  of  England,  except  in 
and  neere  New  York,  of  Dutch  extraction,  and  some 
few  of  all  nations.  " 

"The  town  itself  is  upon  a  barren  spot  of  land, 
and  the  inhabitants  live  wholly  upon  trade  with 
the  Indians."    Gov.  Dongan  in  16S7,  says  this  of 
Albany. 

The  first  attempt  at  taking  a  census  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  New  York,  was  made  in  16S6  by  Gov. 
Dongan,  by  request  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
advice  of  Council.  The  Sheriff  had  the  matter  in 
charge,  assisted  by  constables  or  other  under-offi- 
cers,  and  reported  on  or  before  the  i  st  of  April  to 
the  Governor. 

A  LIST  OF  THE  HEADS  OF  FAMILIES, 

And  the  number  of  men,  women  and  children  in 
each  household  in  the  City  and  County  of  Albany, 
June  16,  1697: 

Chil- 

Men.  Women,  dren. 

Joanilis   I  [;u  inciise   I         i  j 

MyiidL-rt  Schuyler   I         i  j 

Joannes  Schuyler   i         i  11 

Aryantie  Wcmlcls   o         i  3 

Alida  Schuyler   o         i  4 

Pietcr  Van  I{rui,'h   I         i  j 

Marities  Lervcii-   O         i  3 

Mari^arct  Schuyler   o         i  o 

Mel^;ert  Ahrah/imse   I         j  3 

VVoutcr  Van  Der/ee   i         i  o 

Pieter  Van  OHnde   i         i  3 


Chil- 

Men.  Women,  dren. 


David  Schuyler   i 

Mrs.  lirad.-ihaw   o 

William  Ketclhyn  

Lucas  Lucase  

Jan  liratts  Widdow  

Roclof  ( icrrit>c  

Jan  Kosie  

I^aac  Caeperse  

1  lendrick  Masselis  

Ilendrick  Hals  

Joannis  Becker,  Jun'r   ... 

Jacob  Staets  

I  lirk  \'an  der  I  levde  

William  Ho'.;au  (L)  

Joannis  Teller  

John  Fyne  

1  lendrick  Lansini;;  

Woter  Wan  der  L  ythof  

I'aulus  Martinse  

John  Carr  (E.)  

James  Parker  (F.)  

Hendrick  Oothout  

C(j1o.  Pieter  Schuyler  

Pieter  N'an  Woglom  

Jacob  Winne  

Teunis  Dirkes  

Abraham  Staets  

P>enoni  Van  Corlaer  

Jurian  Van  Hoese   . 

Joseph  Yeats  (K.)  

Jose]))!  Janse  (Sp.)  

Jonathan  Broadhurst  (E  )  

Jan  Verbeeck  

Eghbert  Teunisse  

Leendert  Phillipse  

Albert  Ryckman  

Fredrick  Harmense  

Jacob  Cornelisse  Boi,'art  •. 

Omie  Lagran'^'e,  Jun'r  

William  Holie  

Harman  Gansevoort  

Jan  (^)uackebo5se  

Jan  Salomonse  

Ciodefridus  r)ellius  

Ilendrick  Hause  

Catelyntie  Schuyler  

Jacobus  Schuyler  

Geart  Hendrikse  

Jacob  Van  Schoonhoven  

Joannis  Bratt  

Wessel  Ten  Broeck  

Frans  Wnine.  

Maria  Lookerman  

Gerrit  Rycker  

Ryer  Gerrit.<e  

Jau  \'onda  •.  

Ilarpcrt  Jacobse  

Willem  Gysber.-=e   2 

Takel  Dirckse   - — —  

Jan  Cornelisse  Viselaer. .  .  . 

Jacoh)  Teuni.ise  

Anna  Ketelheyn  

Johannis  Thomasse  

Efile  Lause   o 

Johannis  Hause   i 

Barent  Alliertse  Brat   i 

Cornelis  Van  Ness     i 

Anna  Vander  Heyden   o 

\'olkert  \'an  Loese   o 

Ticrck  Harmense   i 

Anthony  Brat   i 

Jacobus  Van  Vorst   2 

Thomas  Harmense   i 

Joannes  D'Wandelaer,  Junior   i 

Jan  Van  Ness   i 

Gerret  \'an  Ness   i 

Willem  Claes^e   i 

Myndcrt  Fredrickse   4 

Tryntie  Carstens   o 
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Men.  Women. 


Sweer  Marcel  is   I 

I'ieter  Bogardus   3 

Hendrick  Van  Rensselaer   I 

Abraham  Wendel   I 

Evert  Wendel   2 

Dirk  WessL-1   2 

Anthony  Coster   I 

Isaac  Oudcrkcrk   I 

Bastiaen  Harmenss   I 

Thomas  Williams  '  I 

Anthony  Van  Schaick   I 

Hendrick  Roseboom   I 

Jonathan  Janse   i 

Ryer  Jacobse   i 

Cornelis  Schcrmerhoorn   i 

Abraham  Kip   I 

Jacob  Lookerman   I 

Frans  Pruyn   3 

Anthony  Bries   i 

Catalyntie  Jacobse   o 

Gysbert  Marcelis   I 

Warnaer  Carstense   i 

Wouter  <^)iiackenboss,  Junior   I 

Claese  Ryrse  Van  Dam   I 

Aliraham  Lansini^   i 

Evert  Wcndel,  Junior   I 

Geertie  Ten  Eyck   o 

Barent  and  Hendrick  Ten  Eyck   2 

Abraham  Cuylcr   I 

Steven  Groesheck   I 

Martin  Cregier   I 

Jillis  Vonda   I 

Johannis  Roseboom   I 

John  Gilbert  (E.)   I 

Daniel  Brat   I 

Abraham  Schuyler   I 

Esther 'I'iercks   o 

Joannes  A ppel   I 

Claes  Jacobse   2 

W^illiam  Jacobse   I 

Lucas  Gerritse   3 

Johannis  Jieekman   I 

Isaac  Vcrplanck   2 

Robert  Livingston  (Sc.)   3 

Phillip  D'Foreest   I 

Hendrick  Van  Dyck   I 

Jacobus  Turk   I 

Harmanus  \\'endel   i 

Phillip  Wendel   I 

Melgert  Wendel   I 

Joannes  Lucase   I 

Melgert  Melgertse   I 

Joannes  Bleekei ,  Junior   i 

Joannis  Glenn   I 

Jan  Jan-e  lilecker   2 

Hendrik  Roseboom,  Junior   I 

Nanning  Harmense   I 

Abraham  Tewisse   I 

Pieter  Mingael   I 

Claes  Rust   2 

Jan  Vinhagen   2 

Gerrit  Lansing   2 

Jan  is'ack     3 

Jan  Lansing   2 

Gerrit  Roselxjom  

Cornells  Slingerland  

All)ert  Slingerland  

Genet  Lucasse  

Cornelis  Sherloyn  

Myndert  Roseboom  

Dirck  IJrat   

Joannes  (luthout  

David  Ketelheyn  

Maes  ( 'ornelis-e  

Hillegont  Ryksc  

Maes  Ryk-e  

Wednwe  Gerritze  

Jan  Clerritze  

Daniel  Retelhcyii  


Chil- 
dren, 
o 
3 
3 
o 
2 

4 
o 
I 
5 
3 
4 
I 
o 
4 
2 

3 
o 

4 
2 
I 

3 
o 
o 
o 
o 
6 

4 

o 

3 
o 

5 
o 

4 

5 
o 
2 
I 
o 
I 

2 
I 

6 
6 
5 
5 
4 
4 
o 

3 
7 
I 
I 
2 
o 
I 
2 

3 
o 
o 
o 
I 

3 
I 

4 
3 
3 
I 
I 

5 

o 

3 
4 
I 

5 
2 
o 
I 

o 
I 


Men. 

Moes  Hogeboom   2 

Pieter  Villeroy  (E.)   I 

Marcellis  Efranse    I 

Rachel  Ratclifte   o 

IN  RENSSELAERWYCK,  OR  THE  COLONIE. 

Kiliaen  Van  Rensselaer   I 

Henrich  Van  Xess   3 

Harman  Janse   2 

Andries  (iardenier                        . .  .  ^. . .  I 

  2 

  I 

  I 

  I 

  3 

  o 


Chil- 
Women,  drc-n. 


Don  we  Vonda  

Wouter  (^>uackenboss  

Jan  Dirckse  

Evert  Ridder  

Cornelis  Teunisse  

Dorothe  Douw  

Andries  Douw  .'   3 

Gcestruy  Janse   o 

Thomas  Janse   I 

Lucas  Janse   i 

Marten  Cornelisse   2 

Gerrit  (jysbertse   I 

Claes  Van  Petten   2 

Joannes  Oiiderkcrck   4 

Joannes  Onderkerck,  Junior   I 

Henrick  Beekman   i 

Barent  Coeymans   4 

Pieter  Van  Slyck   I 

Teunis  Van  Slyck   I 

Barent  Gerrit/.ey.   2 

Cornelis  Hendrikse   2 

Elizabeth  Hendrikse   o 

Gerretie  Jacobse   o 

Jan  Spoor  

Levinus  Winne  

Casper  Leenderse   

Daniel  Winne  

Gerit  Van  Wey  

Ryk  Michielse  

Jan  Huybertz  and  his  mother  

Claes  Sewertse  

Neeltie  Van  Bergen  

Richard  Janse  

Matthys  Hooltyling  

Areiit  Slingerland  

Solomon  Van  Vechten  

Cornelis  Tyniese  , 

Joannes  Ilanse  

Cornelis  Stevense   , 

Cornelis  Martense  

Tys  Janse  

Robert  Tevvise  

Isaac  Janse  , 

Nicolaes  Janse  

Jan  Tewise  

Servis  Abrahamse  

Jacob Janse  

Hans  Jury's  wife  ^  

Jan  Salisbury  

Joannis  Vi?beek  

!•  Irancli  Hardin  

Jan  \  an  Hoese  

Carl  Hanse  

Jochini  Lamberts  

Isaac  Vosliurgh  

Gerret  Jacobse  

Andries  Heugh   

Samuel  Gardtier  

Lani1)ert  Jocliiiiise  

Edward  Wheeler  (E.)  

Jacob  Eastiaense  

Pieler  Vosburgh  

Pieter  Martense  

Jan  Ty>e   3 

Ilenilrik  De  Brouwer   2 

Jan  De  Wever   i 

Abraham  Janse   i 

Lambert  Janse   I 


0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

I 

0 

I 

3 

0 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

0 

-1 

I 

I 

I 

o 

6 

4 

6 
3 
4 

o 

3 
4 
I 

o 
o 
o 

2 
I 

5 
5 
o 

4 
5 
3 
4 
I 

4 

o 
I 

6 
6 
2 

5 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

5 

o 

3 
3 
o 
o 
6 

9 
4 
3 
4 

4 
I 
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I 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTV  OF  ALBANY. 


Chil- 

Men.  Women,  dren. 


Adam  Dingmans   i 

Lawrence  Van  Aden   5 

Jannctie  lievcrs   6 

Andries  Laiise   2 

Frans  Pieterse   I 

Johannes  Janse   i 

Coenraedt  Ilooftylingh   I 

Helmer  [anse   I 

Phillip  Konnings   I 

Jan  Onspeise   I 

William  Janse   I 

Michiel  Collier   I 

Jan  Alherse   I 

Jacot)  Caspcrse   I 

Andries  Bratt   I 

John  Van  Loon   I 

Jan  Brouck   3 

Andries  Janse   3 

Gerrit  Teunisse   3 

Jonas  Douwe   I 

Jan  Baptist   I 

Dirck  Teuni-^see   4 

Gysl)crt  Cornclisse    2 

William  Jan  Shutt   3 

Hillebrant   I 


At  this  count  Benjamin-  Fletcher  was  Governor, 
Simon  Young,  Sheriff  of  Albany  County,  and 
Dircke  Wessels,  ]\Iayor  of  Albany.  The  "list"  is 
specially  interesting  as  containing  the  names  and 
enumeration  of  the  ancestors,  nearly  two  hun- 
dred years  ago,  of  many  of  the  people  of  Holland 
blood  now  living  in  this  county.  The  census  aggre- 
gates 1,452,  of  which  379  are  men,  270  women  and 
803  children.  Of  the  letters  in  parentheses,  E. 
denotes  English;  F.,  French;  Sp.,  Spanish;  Sc., 
Scotch;  I.,  Indian.  The  others  are  supposed  to  be 
Dutch. 

The  population  of  the  city  and  county  of  Albany, 
as  taken  by  the  order  of  Governor  Bellomont,  in 
1698,  at  the  close  of  King  William's  war,  consisted 
of  382  men,  272  women,  805  children  and  23 
negroes.  In  1689,  at  the  beginning  of  this  war, 
it  had  been  662  men,  340  women  and  1,014 
children.  The  decrease  during  the  war  was  re- 
ported as  follows  : 

Men.       Women.  Children. 

Departed   142  68  209 

Taken  prisoners   16  ..  ... 

Killed  by  ye  enemy   84  ..  ,  . 

Dyed  '.   38 


Total   280 


68 


209 


The  effect  of  the  war  of  16S9-98  on  the  Five 
Nations  is  reported  as  follows  : 

1689. 

The  Mohoggs    270 

The  Onneyiies   iSo 

The  Onnondages   500 

The  Cajouges   320 

The  Sennckes  1,300 


1698. 
1 10 

70 
250 
200 
600 


Total  2,550  1,230 

In  1703  the  p(^pulation  of  Albany  city  and 
county  is  reporteil  to  have  been  2,273. 


Rev.  Thomas  Barclay,  in  September,  1710, 
writes  :  "In  the  city  and  county  Cif  Albany,  diere 
are  about  3,000  souls,  besides  the  garri.son.  Most 
of  the  inhabitants  are  Dutch,  the  garrison  excepted, 
which  consists  of  three  companies,  each  company 
one  hundred  men." 

Governor  Hunter  writes  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
under  date  of  June  23,  171  2  :  "  I  have  issued  or- 
ders to  the  several  counties  and  cities  lor  an 
account  of  the  numbers  of  their  inhabitants  and 
slaves,  but  have  never  been  able  to  obtain  it  com- 
plete, the  people  being  deterred  by  a  simple  super- 
stition and  observation  that  sickness  followed  upon 
the  last  numbering  of  the  people.'"  In  1715  he 
writes  further  that,  "  The  superstition  of  this  peo- 
ple is  so  insurmountable  that  I  believe  I  shall  never 
be  able  to  obtain  a  complete  list  of  the  number  of 
inhabitants  of  this  province.'' 

Governor  Hunter,  in  April,  17 16,  writes  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  :  "The  number  of  militia  in  this 
province,  by  my  last  account,  is  5,060.  I  cannot 
say  that  the  inhabitants  increase  in  that  proportion 
as  they  do  in  the  neighboring  provinces,  where  the 
purchases  of  land  are  easier." 

In  June,  1720,  "A  list  of  the  Freeholders  of  the 
City  and  County  of  Albany  "  was  taken,  by  order 
of  the  Court  of  Judicature,  under  direction  of  Gar- 
rett Van  Schaick,  High  Sheriff.  The  county  then 
included  Kinderhook,  Claverack,  Schaghtioke, 
manor  of  Livingston,  Niskayuna,  Schenectady, 
Half  ]\Ioon,  Co.xackie  and  Catskill.  In  the  pres- 
ent territory  of  Albany  County,  153  freeholders 
were  reported  for  the  city,  and  Si  for  the  manor  of 
Rensselaerwyck. 

In  1723,  there  were  reported  as  whites,  1,512 
men,  1,408  women,  1,404  male  children,  1,369 
female  children — 5,693  ;  and  "  of  negroes  and  other 
slaves,"  307  men,  200  women,  146  male  children, 
155  female  children — 8c8.    Total,  6,501. 

Gosen  Van  Shaick,  Sheriff  in  1731,  enumerates  : 

White  males  above  ,10  years  old  2,481 

"     females  "      "      "      "   1,25^ 

White  males  under  10   2,352 

"    females  "      "   1,212 

Black  males  above  lo   568 

"    females    "      "    1S5 

"    males  under  "    346 

"    females    "      "    174 

Total  8,573 

The  remarkable  excess  of  the  male  population 
at  this  time  is  worthy  (ff  notice.  The  population 
of  New  York  City  at  this  time  was  8,622,  with  no 
remarkable  ditTerence  in  the  sex  population. 
Sheriff  Van  Schaick  thus  remarks  upon  the  matter  : 
"It  is  remarkable  that  in  New  Yurk  there  are, 
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above  ten  years,  147  males  and  995  females  more 
than  in  Albany,  and  1,029  males  and  1S5  females 
(under  ten)  more  than  in  New  York;  which  is 
accounted  for  by  this  part  being'  a  trading  place, 
and  man)-  of  the  males  go  abroad;  of  course,  many 
females  he  fnllor;  and  perhaps  in  the  county 
they  are  better  breeders,  I  believe  many  younger." 

In  1737  the  Albany  County  population  is  stated 
as  follows  : 

White  males  above  10  years   3,209 

"     females  "     "      "    2,995 

"     males  iinfier  "      "    I,4f>3 

"     females  "     "      "    1.3S4 

Black  males  above  "      "    714 

"     females  "     "      "    496 

"     males  under  "      "    223 

"    females   "     "      "    197 

19,681 

This  is  an  increase  of  2, 108  since  1731,  and  ex- 
ceeds that  of  New  York  County  by  17. 

An  account  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the 
Province  of  New  York  .was  taken,  June  4,  1746, 
by  order  of  Gov.  Clinton.  Every  county  was 
taken  except  Albany.  Upon  this  it  was  noted: 
"Not  possible  to  be  numbered  on  account  of  the 
enemy."  This  was  during  King  George's  war  of 
1744-48,  called  the  war  of  the  Austrian  Succession; 

At  the  enumeration  taken  by  order  of  Gov.  Clin- 
ton, ]May  10,  1749,  after  this  war  was  over,  Albany 
County  contained  : 

Males  under  16  years   2,249 

"     16  and  under  60   2,359 

"     alwve  60  ,   322 

Females  under  16    2,137 

"       16  and  upward   2,087 

Total  whites   9.  '54 

Male  blacks  under  16   309 

"       "     16  and  under  60   424 

"       "60  and  upward   48 

Female  blacks  under  16   334 

"         "     16  and  upward   365 

Total  blacks   1,480 

The  whole  province  at  this  time  contained  6,275 
whites  and  10,692  blacks. 

The  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  made  another 
enumeration  in  1756,  during  the  French  and  In- 
dian war.    The  returns  of  Albany  County  showed: 

Males  under  16   3i474 

"     above  l6  and  under  60.  . .    3.795 

"'    60  and  upward   456 

Females  under  16   3,234 

"       above  16   3,846 

Total  whites  14,805 

Black  males  under  16   658 

"       "     over  16  and  under  60   786 

"       "      60  and  upward   76 

"     females  under  16   496 

"         "      above  i6   403 

Total  blacks     2,619 


In  1 77 1  Gov.  Tryon  ordered  a  census,  which  re- 
sulted for  Albany  County  as  follows  ; 

Males  under  16   9,740 

"     above  16  and  under  60   9,822 

"     60  and  upward   i,I.>6 

Females  under  16   9,086 

"       above  16   9.045 

Total  whites  38,829 

Black  males  under  16   876 

"       "     above  16  and  under  60   1,100 

"       "     60  and  upward   250 

"     females  under  16   07 1 

"         "      above  16   980 

Total  blacks   3,877 

Total  population  42,706 

This  was  the  last  counting  of  the  people  under 
the  Colonial  Government  of  New  York.  Less 
than  four  years  later  the  war  for  independence  had 
actually  begun.  The  population  during  these 
troubled  times  made  slow  increase.  It  probably 
did  not  exceed  45,000  in  Albany  County  during 
the  Revolutionary  war.  But  it  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that  Albany  County  then  included  what  are 
now  Columbia,  Rensselaer,  Saratoga,  Scb.oharie, 
Greene  and  Schenectady  Counties.  A  part  of  Yer- 
mont  was  also  claimed. 

Gov.  Tryon,  in  1774,  makes  the  following  re- 
marks concerning  the  population  of  the  province, 
which  includes  Albany  County  :  "The  high  price 
of  labor  and  the  plenty  and  cheapness  of  new  land 
fit  for  cultivation,  as  they  increase  the  means  of 
subsistence,  are  strong  additional  incitements  to 
marriage,  and  the  people  entering  into  that  state 
more  generally,  and  at  an  earlier  period  of  life  than 
in  Europe,  the  proportion  of  marriages  and  births 
so  far  exceeds  that  of  populous  countries  that  it  has 
been  computed  the  colonies  double  their  inhabit- 
ants by  natural  increase  only  in  twenty  years.  The 
increase  in  this  colony  has  been  nearly  in  the  same 
proportion."  He  adds:  "The  accession  to  our 
own  numbers  by  emigrations  from  the  neighboring 
colonies  and  from  Europe  has  been  consitierable, 
though  comparatively  small  to  the  number  thus 
acquired  by  some  of  the  southern  colonies.  " 

The  necessities  of  the  Revolution  made  a  fair 
census  desirable  in  all  the  thirteen  colonies.  Ac- 
cordingly, one  was  ordered  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress in  1775,  to  be  taken  by  committees  in  each 
county.  But  the  returns  were  imperfect,  and  '.nly 
fragments  are  preserved. 

Another  census,  for  the  purpose  of  assigning 
State  quotas  and  means,  was  ordered  in  1782. 

A  census  was  also  taken  in  17S6  under  the  Con- 
federation. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBAAY. 


The  first  Federal  census  was  lakon  in  1790,  and 
has  been  repeated  every  tenth  year  since  by  United 
Stales  marshals  and  their  deputies,  and  has  formed 
the  basis  of  representation  in  Congress.  Besides 
the  enumeration  of  the  people,  classed  in  different 
ways,  almost  every  conceivable  suliject  connected 


with  our  nation's  development  has  come  to 
be  included  in  our  decennial  census  returns. 
But  our  purpose  and  space  limits  us  chiefly  to 
population.  Some  of  the  most  valuable  facts 
gathered  for  this  county  will  appear  in  their  appro- 
priate places. 


UNITf:D  STATES  CENSUS  FOR  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


Towns. 

1790. 

1800. 

1810. 

3,506 

5,289 

9,356 

Berne  

5,134 

Bethlehem  

4,430 

3,574 

Cohocs  

.... 

Colon  ie  

1,406 

2,476 

Rensselaerville   

2,777 

.... 

5:928 

Waterviiet  

7,667 

2,365 

Westerlo  

IS20. 


1840. 


12,630  '  24 

5-53' 

5,114  6 

2,872  ,  2 


09 
,607 
082 
723 


2,270  I 

  I 


3.435 
2,806 

3,458 


.742 
,189 


,685 
,962 
,321 


33,762 
3,740 
3-238 
3,107 


2,790 

2,143 
2,912 

3-705 
10,141 
3-096 


50,763 
3,441 
4, 102 
3,050 


i860. 


1870. 


3,279 
2,021 

3,459 
3,629 
16,675 
2,860 


62,367 

69,422 

90.758 

1686 

3,065 

2,562 

2.616 

1795 

5,644 

6,950 

3.752 

1793 

3.1't. 

3,077 

2,912 

1791 



15,357 

19,416 

1869 

1808 

3,246 

3,132 

3.459 

1803 

2.025 

1,656 

1,694 

1822 

3,304 

3,411 

3,251 

1S32 

3,ooS 

2,492 

2,488 

1790 

25,449 

22,609 

22,220 

1788 

2,692 

2,384 

2,324 

1815 

Notes. — In  1790  our  present  county  had  only  the  City  of  Albany  and  the  Towns  of  Watervliet  and  Rensselaerville. 
The  column  giving  date  of  incorporation  indicates  whei\  new  towns  have  been  made  out  of  the  same  territory.  These  towns 
have  made  some  chan^'cs  by  division.  The  varyin.,'  iniluences  of  manufactures  and  trade,  the  facilities  of  modern  commerce 
and  travel,  and  the  demands  of  modern  life  have  made  marked  changes  in  their  population. 


The  first  State  Constitution,  adopted  in  1777, 
provided  that  a  septennial  census  of  electors  should 
be  taken  as  a  basis  of  representation  in  the  Senate 
and  Assembly  of  the  State.  Under  this  authority 
a  census  of  this  class  was  taken  in  1790,  1795, 
1 801,  1807,  1 8 14  and  182  I,  each  provided  for  by 
special  acts.  The  persons  counted  were  divided 
into  four  classes,  viz. : 

1.  Those  allowed  to  vote  for  Senator,  Governor 
and  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  required  to  be  worth 
$250  and  over. 

2.  Those  worth  from  $50  to  $250. 

3.  Those  not  freeholders,  but  who  rented  es- 
tates for  $5  an  lually. 


4.  Those  with  no  property  qualifications,  but 
were  freemen  in  New  York  City,  October  14,  1775, 
or  in  Albany,  April  20,  1777. 

No  returns  beyond  these  inquiries  were  made 
before  the  fifth  State  census,  made  in  1S14,  when 
directions  were  given  to  ascertain  the  total  popula- 
tion. The  last  census  under  the  first  Constitution 
was  taken  in  1821. 

The  revised  Constitution  of  1821  ordered  a  State 
census  to  be  taken  in  1S25,  and  every  tenth  year 
thereafter,  for  the  purpose  of  equalizing  the  r  pre- 
sentation. Changes  have  been  made  in  the  meth- 
ods of  enumeration  and  in  the  number  of  facts  to 
be  gathered. 


NEW  YORK  STATE  CENSUS,  GIVING  THE  ENTIRE  POPULATION  OF  THE  COUNTY. 


Towns. 


1.  Albany   10.083 

2.  Berne    4,447 

3.  Dethkhem   4,325 

4.  Coeymans   3,272 

5.  Cohoes 

6.  Colonic   ',657 

7.  Guilderland   2,264 

8.  Knox  I   

9.  New  Scotland.  1  .... 

10.  Rensselaerville   5,333 

11.  Watervliet  1  2,564 

12.  Westerlo    


1814.    I  1821. 


1825. 


15.971 


1835- 


28,109 
3.956 
3,303 
2,957 


2,803 

2,  2'62 

3,  "30 

3.507 
6,961 

3.074 


1845. 


42,139 
3,667 

3,3'5 
2,978 


1855.   I  1865. 


1875- 


57.333 
3.206 

5. 15 1 

2,963 


62,613 
2,851 

5.928 
3,264 


1885. 


2,905 
2,161 
3,288 
3,589 
1 1,209 

2,957 


3, 1 88 
1,888 
3,227 
3.088 
20,889 
2,648 


3,207 
1,809 

3,3H 
2.745 
27,279 
2,497 


86,541 

2,565 
3.746  , 
3.122 
17.943  I 


3-502 
1,641 
3.264 
2.579 
20,Sgt 
2.  ■516 


We  regret  that  all  our  researches  have  failed  to  give  us  the  United  States  Census  returns  for  the  country  towns  in  the 
county  in  1800,  and  of  the  State  census  returns  in  1821  and  1825. 

The  act  passed  by  the  I,e-.;islature  of  1SS5,  providing  for  taking  the  State  decennial  census  of  that  year,  was  vetoed  by 
Governor  Hill,  and  no  census  has  been  taken. 


i 
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ANTI-RENTISM  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


ITS  ORIGIX,  RISE  AND  PROGRESS  ITS  ADVENT  AS  A  POLITICAL  POWER,  AND  ITS  DECLINE  AS  SIX!!  REMARK- 
ABLE sheriff's   POSSE  AND   .MILITARY  DEMONSTRATIONS  THE   LEGAL  CONTROVERSY  THE  QUARTER 

SALE    AND    ITS    OVERTHROW  MANOR    PROPRIETORS    FINDING    THAT    THEY    ARE  NEITHER 

LORDS    NOR    PATROONS,    NOR    LANDLORDS,    SELL   THEIR    DISPUTED  INTEREST  

FORFEITURE    AND    CONFISCATION    OF    LANDS,    WITH    THE     BUILDINGS  -     '  ■ 

AND  OTHER    IMPROVEMENTS    ENFORCED    BY  SPECULATORS — 

PRESENT  STATUS  OF  THE  CONTROVERSY'.  '  ;  " 


By   Hon.    ^NDKEW   J.  COL'V'IISr. 


ANTI-RENTIS]M   had   its   origin   in   Albany  1 
County.     It  started  into  existence  very  soon  j 
after  the  death  of  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  the  last  ! 
holder  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck  under  the  ■ 
British  crown.     His  death  occurred  on  the  26th  ! 
day  of  January,    1839.     He  was  known  to  that  j 
generation  as  the  patroon,  sometimes  the  good 
patroon,  and  after  his  death  as  the  old  patroon. 
The  manor  was  more  than  a  principality  in  size,  | 
and  comprised  the  greatest  portion  of  the  lands — 
cultivated  and  wooded — in  the  present  counties  . 
of  Albany  and  Rensselaer. 

As  primogeniture  was  the  law  of  inheritance  in 
England,  so  it  was  of  the  colonies,  and  this  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer,  therefore,  as  the  eldest  son,  inher- 
ited this  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck.  The  revolution, 
and  the  laws  following,  changed  the  rule  of  inheri- 
tance, and  gave  to  all  the  children  alike. 

To  break  the  force  of  this  radical  change,  and  j 
to  keep  this  vast  landed  interest  in  the  hands  of  his  | 
two  eldest  sons  that  might  be,  and  their  descend-  ! 
ants,  if  possible,  this  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  on  i 
arriving  at  his  majority  adopted  the  system  of  sell-  i 
ing  his  lands  in  fee,  reserving  to  himself  in  the  con-  j 
veyances,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  mines  ' 
and  minerals,  all  streams  of  water  for  mill  pur- 
poses and  the  like  :  and  then  certain  old-time  feu- 
dal returns,  denominated  rents,  payable  annually, 
at  the  manor  house  in  ^\'atervIiet,  such  as  a  speci-  i 
fied  number  of  bushels  of  good,  clean,  merchant- 
able winter  wheat,  four  fat  fowls,  and  one  dav's 
service  with  carriage  and  horses;  and,  finally,  the 
reservation  or  exaction  of  one-quarter  of  the  pur- 
chase price  on  every  vendition  of  the  land  I 

This  patroon  was  advised  that  he  could  do  this, 
even  on  grants  in  fee  ;  and  it  is  reported  that  Alex- 
ander Hamilton  framed  the  form  of  conveyance  to 
be  adopted. 


There  was  at  this  time  an  English  statute,  known 
as  the  statute  of  Quia  Entplorcs,  which  rendered  it 
impossible  for  a  subject,  on  a  conveyance  in  fee  of 
his  land,  to  make,  or  if  made  to  enforce  by  re- 
entry or  forfeiture,  such  feudal  reservations.  That 
was  a  right  remaining  in  and  belonging  to  the 
crown  alone. 

It  was,  probably,  assumed  by  Mr.  Hamilton 
that  that  statute  was  never  in  force  in  the  colony, 
and  that  it,  therefore,  had  no  existence  in  the  State, 
or  any  statute  tantamount  to  it ;  or  he  may,  per- 
haps, have  had  no  knowledge  of  the  English 
statute,  as  it  was  adopted  so  long  ago  as  the  reign 
of  Edward  I. 

However  that  may  have  been,  it  is  certain  that 
this  patroon,  acting  upon  such  advice  from  some 
quarter,  sold  in  fee,  with  warranty  of  title,  his 
farming  lands  in  Albany  and  Rensselaer  counties, 
the  deeds  containing  the  feudal  reservations  above 
mentioned.  The  system  seemed  to  work  smoothly 
enough  during  his  life  and  the  lives  of  the  first  pur- 
chasers: but,  on  his  and  their  death,  the  successors 
of  the  latter,  as  owners,  began  to  grow  restive 
under  the  burdens  imposed;  and,  on  being  urgently 
pressed  after  the  death  of  the  patroon  by  his  sons 
Stephen  and  William  to  make  payments  of  the 
rents  in  arrear  as  reserved  in  the  deeds,  they — the 
owners  of  the  lands — began  to  question  the  legality 
of  the  reservations. 

The  patroon,  by  his  will,  devised  all  his  interest 
in  the  lands  thus  sold  by  him  in  fee,  with  the  re- 
servations of  rents,  to  his  two  oldest  son^,  Stephen 
and  William  P.;  the  scrivener  who  drew  the  will 
and  himself  undoubtedly  supposing  that  he  verily 
owned  the  escheat  or  reversion  of  such  lands:  in 
other  words,  and  in  more  familiar  language,  that 
he  still  owned  or  retained  the  soil  thereof.  To  the 
oldest  son,  Stephen,  was  given  the  rents  in  .\lbany 
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County;  and  to  William  P.,  the  second  son,  the 
rents  in  Rensselaer  County,  as  reserved  in  the 
conveyances. 

Here,  on  the  death  of  the  father,  commenced 
the  first  troubles  of  the  landholders,  or  the  tenantry, 
as  they  were  called  by  the  manor  proprietors. 

While  the  old  patroon  was  one  of  the  most 
gentle,  kind-hearted  and  benevolent  of  men,  and 
often  generously  reduced  the  rents,  and  by  many 
sympathetic  acts  called  forth  the  gratitude  and  love  | 
of  the  landholders,  the  young  patroons, — proud, 
perhaps,  of  the  great  acquisitions,  and  it  may  be 
withal  in  need  of  money,  as  the  rents,  after  the 
father's  death,  came  in  sparingly  and  reluctantly, — 
were  sternly  exacting,  and  they  required  full  and 
prompt  payments,  and  omission  to  pay  was  fol- 
lowed by  prosecution  and  threatened  eviction. 

It  was  not  long,  under  these  circumstances,  be- 
fore strong  hostility  was  exhibited  to  the  fee-farm 
rent  system  in  these  two  counties,  soon  extending 
into  adjacent  counties  affected  by  the  same  system. 

It  is  remarkable,  on  taking  advice  of  counsel, 
as  the  landholders  did,  that  no  opinion  was  given 
or  suggestion  made  that  the  deeds  of  the  patroon 
being  absolute  conveyances  of  all  his  interest  in  the 
lands,  the  reservations  were,  for  that  reason,  invalid 
as  incumbrances,  made  so  by  the  English  statute 
before  mentioned. 

The  counsel  consulted  were  either  ignorant  of 
the  existence  of  that  statute  or  they  dismissed  the 
consideration  of  it  on  ihe  assumption  that  it  was 
never  the  law  of  the  Colony  or  of  the  State.  Had 
that  statute,  at  die  time  of  die  anti-rent  outbreak, 
been  recognized  as  the  law  of  the  State,  it  is  not  too 
much,  probably,  to  assert  and  believe  that,  before 
the  distinguished  judges  who  then  adorned  the 
bench,  with  the  Senate  composing  the  court  of  last 
resort — a  popular  as  well  as  judicial  body — the 
anti-rent  controversy  would  have  been  spared  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  political  and  legal 
conflict,  and  the  feudal-burdened  counties  have 
become  as  enlightened,  prosperous  and  free  as  their 
sister  counties  of  the  State. 

The  anti-renters,  desirous  of  compromising  the 
disputed  matters  on  some  equitable,  even  liberal 
baSis,  early  in  the  spring  of  iSjy  held  a  conven- 
tion or  meeting,  numerously  attended,  on  the 
Helderbergs,  in  the  town  of  r>ernc,  and  appointed 
a  committee  to  wait  on  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
the  eldest  son  of  the  old  patroon,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  if  an  amicable  settlement  of  manor 
claims  for  rents  in  arrear  could  not  be  effected, 
and  to  learn,  in  the  language  of  the  day,  upon 
what  terms  the  soil  could  be  bought,  ignorant  that 


they  owned  the  soil  already  by  their  deeds  of  con- 
veyance. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  such  sterling  men 
as  Lawrence  Vandusen,  of  Berne,  afterwards  elected 
county  clerk,  who  acted  as  chairman;  Edgar 
Schoonmaker,  Hugh  Scott,  Joseph  Connor  and 
John  F.  Shafer  and  others  of  that  town,  and  Deni- 
son  Fish,  Lawrence  Fenner,  Isaac  Hoag  and  others 
of  Rensselaerville,  and  other  representative  men  of 
I  the  hill  towns  and  towns  below  the  hill,  on  the 
2 2d  of  I^Iay,  1S39,  went  to  the  manor  office  in 
Watervliet  to  see  and  converse  with  Mr.  Van  Rens- 
selaer on  the  subject  for  w  hich  they  were  appoint- 
ed; but  he  refused  to  speak  to  or  recognize  them 
even  by  a  nod.  Passing  into  the  inner  office  oc- 
cupied by  his  agent,  Douw  13.  Lansing,  he  held  a 
somewhat  lengthened  and  confidential  conversa- 
tion with  him,  and  the  agent  then  came  out  and 
said  that  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  would  communicate 
with  them  in  writing.  This  excited  great  indigna- 
tion, the  committee  feeling  that  they  had  been 
treated  with  lordly  and  haughty  contempt. 

]\Ir.  Van  Rensselaer  did  some  time  subsequently 
address  a  letter  to  ]\Ir.  Vandusen,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  which  was  read  at  meetings  of  the  anti- 
renters  held  at  East  Berne  on  the  Helderbergs,  and 
'  other  places  in  the  summer  of  1839.  In  this  com- 
munication ]\Ir.  Van  Rensselaer  declined  to  sell  on 
any  terms,  saying,  among  other  things,  that  he 
would  be  doing  injustice  to  himself,  to  his  family 
and  to  society  at  large  should  he  consent  to  do  so. 

This  determination  of  the  manor  claimant  on 
the  Albany  side  of  the  river  led  to  the  wildest  ex- 
citement in  the  anti-rent  towns  of  Albany  County, 
and  open  resistance  to  the  collection  of  rents  was 
boldly  urged  and  practiced.  Rent  agents  were  in- 
sulted, a.id  were  not  safe  among  the  excited  peo- 
ple. Sheriffs  were  resisted  in  discharge  of  their 
duties,  by  men  masked  and  dressed  in  calico  and 
Indian  costume;  their  horses  were  shorn  of  mane 
and  tail;  the  wheels  of  their  vehicles  were  removed 
and  hidden;  firearms  were  displayed;  tar  and 
feathers  threatened,  and  strong  demonstrations  of 
force  generally  exhibited. 

Such  was  the  extent  of  the  resistance  that  early 
in  December,  1S39,  the  Sheriff,  ^lichacl  Artcher, 
called  to  his  aid,  in  serving  process,  the  posse  com- 
lidius,  or  power  oftlie  count}-.  .\.mong  many  prom- 
inent citizens  summoned  was  ex-Gov.  Marcy,  who, 
amid  much  laughter,  declared  grimly  and  facetious- 
ly his  readiness  to  go;  and  he  did  actually  go 
with  ihc  posse  on  foot  as  far  as  Adamsville,  where 
a  gentleman  friend  found  him  and  conducted  him 
in  his  carriage  as  far  as  Clarksville,  and  there  the 
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Governor  remained  until  evening,  -when  he  returned 
with  the  posse  to  Albany. 

The  Sherifi',  with  posse,  consisting;  of  six  hun- 
dred citizens,  started  from  Albany  on  the  third  (.lay 
of  December,  i^y),  for  Reidsville,  a  hamlet  on  the 
Helderbergs,  about  si.Kteen  or  eighteen  miles  from 
Albany.  On  arriving  within  a  few  miles  of  the 
place,  the  SherilT,  selecting  from  the  body  of  the 
posse  a  committee  of  scventy-fi\e  of  the  stoutest 
hearted,  left  with  them  fur  Reidsville,  where  it  was 
understood  the  anti-renters  were  collected  in  feircc. 
Just  before  reaching  Reidsville  the  Sheriff  and  his 
committee  encountered  a  body  of  fifteen  hundred 
mounted  men  posted  across  the  public  highway, 
barring  and  refusing  their  further  progress,  and  or- 
dering them  to  go  back.  Whereupon  the  Sherift' 
and  the  committee  returned  obediently  as  directed; 
and  on  making  report  to  the  main  body  of  the 
posse  of  the  formidable  resistance  encountered,  the 
whole  body  gladly  took  the  backward  march  to 
Albany,  where  they  arrived  in  safety  the  same  even- 
ing at  9  o'clock. 

People  generally  at  the  time,  in  discussing  this 
unheard  of  posse  and  its  ridiculous  termination, 
declared  that  a  bold  fronton  the  part  of  the  Sheriff, 
with  twenty  resolute  men,  would  have  enabled  him 
to  pass  through  the  mounted  horsemen  without 
injury,  and  do  what  he  desired  to  accomplish  of  a 
legal  character. 

On  the  morning  after  his  return,  the  Sheriff  gave 
the  Governor — \Mlliam  H.  Seward — an  animated 
if  not  exaggerated  account  of  the  resistance  he 
had  met  with. 

The  Governor  deemed  it  his  duty,  under  the 
circumstances  detailed,  to  call  out  the  military,  and 
he  did  so  promptly  and  efficiently,  for  he  ordered 
out  a  force  sufficient  to  capture  every  man,  woman 
and  child  on  the  Flelderbcrgs.  It  was  composed 
of  the  Albany  Burgesses  Corps,  Captain  Baveux; 
Albany  Union  Guards,  Captain  Brown;  Albanv 
Republican  Artillery,  Captain  Strain;  First  Com- 
pany Van  Rensselaer  Guards,  Captain  Kearney; 
Second  Company  Van  Rensselaer  Guards,  Captain 
Berry;  Troy  Artillery,  Captain  Howe;  Troy  Citi- 
zens Corps,  Captain  Pierce;  and  Troy  City  Guards, 
Captain  W'ickes. 

This  formidable  body  of  citizen-soldiery,  in 
general  command  of  Major  William  Bloodgood, 
headed  by  Sheriff  Artcher,  started  for  Reidsville,  on 
the  Helderbergs,  December  9,  1S39.  to  encounter 
and  overcome  the  rcnt-resister>.  With  colors  liv- 
ing, drums  beating,  cannon  rumbling,  and  bayo- 
nets gleaming  in  the  wintry  sun,  its  march  from 
Albany  s\as  imposing. 


It  reached  the  Helderbergs  without  a  shadow  of 
resistance,  and,  encamping  at  Reidsville,  found  no 
enemy  there  to  attack  or  oppose.  It  remained  in 
camp  and  on  duty  at  that  point,  and  other  places, 
for  a  week,  and  then  returned  to  Albany,  greatly 
chagrined  and  sadly  bedraggled,  amid  the  peltings 
of  a  pitiless  rain  stomi  of  almost  unexampled 
severity. 

Similar  but  much  smaller  demonstrations,  under 
j  proclamations  of  subsequent  governors,  set  on  foot 
I  by  rent  claimants  and  timid  sheriffs,  have  occurred 
I  several  times  since.    The  object  has  always  seemed 
I  to  be,  not  to  serve  and  enforce  process,  for  that  was 
never  really  impossible  in  the  hands  of  a  vigorous 
and  courageous  officer,  with  only  a  respectable 
posse;  but  by  military  exhibitions  of  display,  ac- 
companied by  sheriffs' /0556's  in  force,  to  intimidate 
and  drive  the  landholders  into  settlement  and  pay- 
ment of  inicjuitous  demands. 

The  resistance  to  the  collection  of  rents  and  at- 
tempted enforcement  of  collections  went  on  iV;r 
some  time  in  the  tumultuous  manner  stated,  with- 
out successful  or  encouraging  results  on  either 
side.  The  landholders  hoped  the  petty  and  threat- 
ened acts  of  resistance  made  by  them  might  induce 
jMr.  Van  Rensselaer  to  offer  some  terms  of  com- 
promise; but  he  refused  all  compromise  unless  his 
tenantry,  as  he  called  them,  would  cease  all  further 
opposition,  acknowledge  themselves  in  the  wrong 
and  pay  up  what  they  owed. 

This  obstinate  state  of  the  controversy  led  the 
landholders,  under  the  advice  of  some  antiquarian 
adepts  in  legal  lore,  to  question  the  Van  Rens- 
selaer tide  to  the  manor.  It  was  in^^isted  that  the 
letters  patent  were  invalid  on  many  grounds,  not 
necessary  now  to  be  stated,  as  it  would  lead  to 
fruitless  discussion.  It  is  enough  to  say  of  it  that 
it  soon  brought  the  feudal  rent  conflict  into  the 
arena  of  politics. 

Politicians,  always  keen  to  scent  the  advent  of  a 
new  and  potent  power  for  votes,  were  quick  in 
seizing  this    opportimity  and  putting  the  land- 
j  holders  in  shape  for  political  action.    They  must. 
!  it  was  urged,  have  a  public  press  to  make  their 
'  cause  and  their  grievances  known  tu  the  people, 
and  this  was  (.lone  with  little  delay. 

The  Freeholder,  published  in  the  City  of  Albany, 
became  the  organ  of  the  embryo  party.  It  was 
conducted  for  many  years  with  great  ability.  Both 
of  the  old  political  parties,  to  a  greater  or  le.-'S  ex- 
tent, entered  into  tlie  controversy,  although  the 
National  Republican  or  Whig  party,  then  the  op- 
position party  to  the  Democratic,  {"urnished,  appar- 
I  endy,  the  largest  number   of  anti-rent  or  land- 
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holders'  advocates.  The  landholders  now  sought, 
through  political  agitation,  the  enactment  and  en- 
forcement of  laws  to  protect  them  against  the  feudal 
exactions.  Their  first  object,  therefore,  was  to  se- 
cure the  Governor  and  a  controlling  number  of 
members  of  the  Legislature  ;  and  at  once,  in  the 
elections,  they  made  their  power  felt.  Rensselaer, 
Columbia,  Dutchess,  Sullivan,  Ulster,  Greene.  Del- 
aware, Otsego,  Schoharie,  Schenectady  and  Mont- 
gomery Counties  promptly  sent  representatives  of 
the  landholders  to  the  Legislature ;  and  Albany 
County  espoused  their  cause  by  overwhelming  ma- 
jorities. Ira  Harris,  as  their  especial  representa- 
tive, was  elected  to  the  Assembly  in  1845  ^ 
majority  exceeding  two  thousand  votes.  In  1S46 
he  was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention, and  in  the  same  year  again  to  the  Assem- 
bly, and  subsequently  to  the  Senate,  and  finally  to 
a  seat  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Silas 
Wright,  whose  name  was  a  tower  of  strength,  and 
who,  as  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Governor, 
carried  the  State  in  1S44  for  Polk  as  President 
against  Henry  Cla}',  was  beaten  for  re-election  by 
John  Young  in  1S46,  because  his  action  as  Gov- 
ernor with  respect  to  the  anti-rent  outbreak  in  Del- 
aware County,  in  which  Steele,  a  deputy  sheriff, 
was  killed,  had  given  offense  to  this  new  and  potent 
organization.  It  would  be  out  of  place,  in  a  his- 
tory of  Albany  County,  to  detail  the  successes  or  the 
defeats  of  this  organization  in  other  counties  or  in 
the  State,  or  its  fate  in  the  Legislature,  or  its  decline 
as  a  political  body.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the 
landholders'  party,  as  a  political  organization,  with 
its  organ,  the  Freeholder,  died  out  gradually,  and 
that  the  contest  subsequently  became  strictly  legal 
in  its  character. 

Among  the  conditions  contained  in  the  manorial 
grants  in  fee,  as  well  in  Albany  as  in  other  counties, 
was  a  provision  that  the  grantee,  his  heirs  or  as- 
signs, was  to  pay  to  the  lord  or  proprietor  of  the 
manor,  on  every  sale  or  vendition  of  the  land  ad 
infinilum,  one-quarter  of  the  purchase  price ;  so 
that,  if  a  given  farm — worth,  for  instance,  $2,000 — 
with  all  its  buildings  and  other  improvements,  put 
on  it  by  the  landholder  himself  was  sold  four 
times,  the  manor  proprietor  would  get  the  whole 
value  of  the  farm,  including  the  improvements  ; 
that  is,  $500  on  each  vendition,  making  tiie  full 
sum  of  $2,000  on  the  fourth  sale. 

Litigation  in  the  courts  first  assumed  shape  on 
this  quarter-sale  provision  in  1S4S,  and  in  iiS,2  the 
question  was  carried  into  the  Court  of  Appeals  for 
final  adjudication.  The  ground  taken  there  by  the 
counsel  for  the  landholders  in  op{»osition  to  the 


quarter-sale  was,  that  the  condition  was  void  be- 
cause it  was  a  fine  upon  alienation,  repugnant  to 
the  grant  and  against  public  policy  :  but  Judge 
Ruggles,  who  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
placed  the  decision  in  effect  upon  the  statute  of 
quia  empiorcs,  which,  although  he  concluded  was 
not  in  force  within  the  colony,  and,  therefore,  not 
in  the  State,  yet,  in  his  own  words,  "that 
our  statutes  of  escheats  and  of  tenures,  the 
one  passed   in    1779   ■^''"-^  other  in  1787, 

acting  retrospectivel}',  performed  the  same  func- 
tions and  wrought  the  same  changes  in  the 
feudal  tenures  of  this  State  as  the  statute  of  quia 
cmptores  did  in  England.  They  put  an  end  to  all 
feudal  tenure  between  one  citizen  and  another, 
and  substituted  in  its  place  a  tenure  between 
each  landholder  and  the  people  in  their  sov- 
ereign capacity  ;  and,  by  taking  away  the  grantor's 
reversion  or  escheat,  they  removed  the  entire  foun- 
dation on  which  the  power  of  the  grantor  to  restrain 
alienation  by  his  grantee  formerl}'  rested,  and  they 
placed  the  law  of  this  State,  in  respect  to  the  ques- 
tion in  controversy,  on  the  same  footing  on  which 
the  law  of  England  now  stands  and  has  stood  since 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  First '' — that  is,  since 
1290,  when  the  statute  of  quia  empiores  was 
passed. 

Judge  Ruggles  also  said  :  "The  right  of  re-entry 
for  non-payment  of  rent,'  or  the  non-performance 
of  other  covenants,  is  not  such  an  interest  in  the 
estate  as  makes  the  condition  in  question  valid. 
It  is  not  a  reversion,  nor  is  it  a  possibility  of  re- 
version, nor  is  it  any  estate  in  the  land."  And 
again  he  said  :  "A  rent  is  not  a  reversion  or  a  pos- 
sibility of  reversion,  and  nothing  but  such  a  rever- 
sionary interest  in  the  land  has  ever  been  held  to 
authorize  a  condition  against  alienation." 

And  Judge  Ruggles  adds,  in  the  same  opinion, 
that,  although  the  quarter-sale  condition  is  valid 
in  leases  for  lives  and  years,  for  there  the  lessor  has 
a  reversionar}'  interest  in  the  land,  yet  on  convey- 
ances in  fee  it  is  void,  for  he  has  no  reversionary 
interest  left.  And  such  was  the  unanimous  judg- 
ment of  the  Court  of  Appeals  ;  and  so  ended  all 
further  enforcement  of  this  hoarv-headed  exaction. 

The  life  and  soul  of  this  decision  is  this:  the 
manor  proprietors  by  sale  and  conveyance  of  their 
lands  in  fee  divested  themselves  of  all  estate  in  the 
lands,  and  no  relationship  whatever  of  a  legal  charac- 
ter thenceforth  existed  between  them  and  their 
!  grantees.      They  were    ni't    lnndl.,M-ds,  and  the 
j  grantees  were  not  tenants;  for  it  is  idle  to  call  him 
I  landlord  who  does  not  own  the  land,  and  him 
I  tenant  who  does  own  it.    And  so  quarter-sale  con- 
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dition  died,  and  by  parity  of  reasoning  so  died 
also  all  other  attempted  feudal  restrictions,  by  way 
of  covenants  or  conditions  in  deeds  in  fee,  to  free 
commerce  in  manor  or  other  lands  in  the  State  of 
New  York. 

The  Court  of  Appeals  at  the  time  of  this 
decision  was  composed  of  the  following  judges: 
Charles  H.  Ruggles,  Chief  Judge,  and  Addison 
Gardner,  Freeborn  G.  Jewett,  Alexander  S.  John- 
son, John  W.  Edmonds,  ]\Ialbone  Watson,  Philo 
Gridley  and  Henry  Welles,  Judges. 

The  Court  of  Appeals,  in  a  subsequent  decision, 
pronounced  in  1859,  by  Judge  Denio,  dissented 
from  the  opinion  of  Judge  Ruggles  with  respect  to 
the  existence  of  the  statute  of  quia  emplures  here, 
and  held  that  that  statute  was  always  the  law  of 
the  colony,  and  that  it  was  the  law  of  the  State  as 
well  before  as  after  the  passage  of  our  act  concern- 
ing tenures  in  1787.  "A  contrary  theory, "  said 
Judge  Denio,  "would  lead  to  the  most  absurd  con- 
clusions. We  should  have  to  hold  that  the  feudal 
system,  during  the  whole  colonial  period,  and  for 
the  first  ten  years  of  the  State  government,  existed 
here  in  a  condition  of  vigor,  which  had  been  un- 
known in  England  for  more  than  three  centuries  be- 
fore the  first  Settlement  of  this  country. " 

After  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in 
1852,  the  Van  Rensselaers  and  other  manor  pro- 
prietors were  advised  by  their  counsel  to  sell,  as  it 
was  evident  that  the  other  feudal  conditions,  such 
as  the  payment  of  wheat  in  bushels,  fat  fowls, 
days'  service  with  carriage  and  horses  and  the  like, 
contained  in  the  conveyances,  and  forfeiture  of  the 
land  in  case  of  non-payment,  must  rest  and  be 
rejected  upon  the  same  principle  as  the  quarter- 
sale  condition,  to  wit,  want  of  relation  of  landlord 
and  tenant  between  the  parties:  for  if  that  relation- 
ship did  not  exist  in  the  one  case,  it  was  obvious 
that  it  did  not  exist  in  the  other,  and  could  not, 
therefore,  exist  at  all. 

While  the  manor  proprietors,  tired  of  the  long 
continued  resistance  and  the  failure  to  collect  al- 
leged rents,  had.  previously  to  1852,  in  a  few  in- 
tances,  sold  to  some  submissive  landholders  the 
soil  of  their  farms,  as  it  was  called,  they  now, 
under  the  adverse  litigation  attending  the  quarter 
sale,  on  the  advice  of  counsel  mentioned,  expressed 
a  willingness  to  sell  at  prices  ridiculously 
small,  if  they  really  believed  the  rents  claimed 
were  legal  and  collectable;  and  speculators  or  ad- 
venturers in  numbers,  ever  ready  to  take  chances, 
however  desperate,  or,  if  possibly  successful,  how- 
ever detrimental  to  the  general  welfare,  pressed 
forward  to  buy;  and  they  bought.    The  chief  or 
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!  principal  purchaser  was  Walter  S.  Church,  then  of 
j  Allegany  County,  New  York. 

It  must  be  liere  observed,  once  for  all,  that  the 
term  speculator  or  adventurer  in  this  case  is  not 
made  use  of  in  an  invidious  or  oftensive  sense,  or 
even  reproachfully,  but  by  way  of  designation  or 
discrimination.  He  is  not  an  inheritor  of  manorial 
rights,  and  he  does  not  take  by  devise.  He  simply 
comes  in  as  a  stranger  on  speculation,  and  buys 
casual  or  disputed  claims,  as  he  would  buy  lottery 
tickels  or  stocks  in  Wall  street.  He  is,  therefore, 
a  speculator  or  adventurer  in  the  contest,  in  which 
he  purchases  chances.  If  successful  in  the  ven- 
1  ture,  his  fortune  is  made,  and  he  can  take  his 
ease,  and  live  and  spend  and  entertain  freely  and 
handsomely.  If  unsuccessful,  he  is  no  worse  off 
than  other  speculators  who  spend  on  a  hazard  all, 
perhaps,  they  possess,  and  all  they  can  borrow. 

The  last  mentioned  purchaser  or  speculator  has, 
for  more  than  thirty  years,  made  a  busy  and 
troublous  time  of  the  venture  for  himself  and  for 
the  landholders. 

That  he  has  been  indefatigable  in  it,  is  saying 
litde.     His  labors  and  his  activity  have  been  im- 
mense, and  his  presence,  wherever  or  however  re- 
quired to  promote  or  protect  his  interest,  has  been 
almost  ubiquitous.     Did  the  controversy  drift  into 
the  Legislature,  as  it  did  from  time  to  time,  he  con- 
fronted it  there,  at  every  step,  with  an  energy  un- 
tiring and  sleepless,  and  open  house  and  ample 
table  as  potent  auxiliaries.     When  it  went  into 
the  courts  in  the  form  of  multiplied  ejectment 
suits,  prosecuted  under  his  personal  direction  and 
in  his  interest,  he  was  there  alike  active,  untiring 
and  vigilant;  and  it  must  be  written,  or  this  histor- 
ical sketch  will  be  imperfect,  honored  judges  did 
not  deem  it  improper,  and  have  not  considered  it 
incompatible  with  their  position,   to  accept  the 
proffered  hospitalities  of  his  bachelor  home,  par- 
take of  his  sumptuous  repasts,  sip  his  cosdy  wines, 
and  receive  his  courtly  attentions;    and  distin- 
guished lawyers,  and  lawyers  engaged  in  the  cases 
j  against  the  landholders,  have  participated  in  the 
entertainments;  even  Governors  and  Lieutenant- 
j  Governors  have  not  refused  to  join  in  them. 
I      It  may  be  said  that  these  social  entertainments 
!  have  exercised  no  control  in  the  judgments  pro- 
I  nounced  by  the  courts.    That  may  be  so.    But  in 
j  cases  involving  civil  rights,  the  forfeiture  of  real 
I  property  and  enormous  pecuniary  exactions  be- 
I  sides,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  landholders, 
1  victims  in  the  actions,  have  regarded  their  possible 
I  influence  with  inditTerence.    In  a  great  controversy 
,  like  this,  in  which  judgments  are  given  upon  the 
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statutes  of  landlord  and  tenant — where  such  statutes 
cannot  possibly  apply — the  xvAo.o'islare decisis 'i\\Q\i\^ 
not  be  allowed  to  prevail;  and  therefore  the  judges 
should  keep  their  minds  open  to  further  argument 
and  decision,  without  possible  bias  in  any  way  or 
from  any  direction;  for  it  has  been  well  said  that  a 
single  decision  has  never,  in  any  case,  been  al- 
lowed to  stand  if  found  opposed  to  principle,  and 
in  a  conflict  of  decisions  the  doctrine  of  stare  decisis 
does  not  hold. 

It  is  familiar  to  every  well-read  lawyer  that 
there  are  hundreds  of  cases  in  the  books  that  have 
stood  settled  as  law  for  centuries,  which  have  been 
overturned  by  the  broad,  luminous  and  analytical 
mind  of  a  Mansfield  or  a  I^Iarshall,  a  Spencer  or  a 
Kent — intellects  which  have  elevated  and  ennobled 
the  race,  not  debased  and  degraded  it — and  it  will 
scarcely  do  to  say  that  this  generation  of  judges 
is  infallible,  or  wiser  and  greater  than  those  illus- 
trious protot)pes. 

If  it  be  asked  how  the  controversy  has  progress- 
ed since  the  purchase  by  the  adventurers,  and  how 
it  stands  to-day  between  them  and  the  landholders, 
it  may  be  summed  up  briefly. 

In  1858,  in  the  case  of  Van  Rensselaer  against 
Ball,  first,  among  many  cases,  that  went  to  the 
Court  of  Appeals  after  decision  in  the  quarter- 
sale  suit,  the  right  of  the  manor  proprietors, 
or  the  purchasers  of  their  interest,  to  -maintain 
actions  of  ejectment  against  the  landholders,  was 
put  by  that  Court,  in  the  opinion  written  by  Judge 
Denio,  before  alluded  to,  upon  a  statute  passed  by 
the  Legislature  in  1805,  authorizing  grantors  of 
lands  to  have  the  same  remedies  for  the  recovery  of 
rents  as  if  the  reversion  had  remained  in  them. 

Now,  this  statute  was  passed  after  the  manor 
proprietors  had  sold  their  lands,  with  scarcely  an 
exception,  and  could  not,  therefore,  be  legitimately 
employed  in  the  office  it  was  called  on  to  perform; 
that  is,  it  could  not  confer  a  right  if  none  existed 
before.  But  this  was  not  all;  Judge  Denio  then 
proceeded  to  apply  the  statutes  of  landlord  and 
tenant  to  the  cases,  after  he  had  demonstrated 
beyond  all  contradiction  that  these  statutes  could 
not  by  any  possibility  be  made  to  apply,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  prohibitory  statute  of  quia 
emptores,  and  our  statutes  of  tenures  and  escheats. 

This  decision  so  shocked  the  public  conscience, 
that  the  Legislature  in  i860  promptly  repealed  the 
statute  of  1S05,  so  far  as  conveyances  executed  be- 
fore that  time  were  concerned. 

After  that  statute  was  repealed,  the  feudal  rent 
litigation  was  renewed;  and  other  cases,  having 
gone  through  the  lower  courts,  were  carried  to  the 


Court  of  Appeals  for  renewed  decision,  where  they 
were  decided  in  1 863.  That  Court  then  took  a  new 
departure,  and  held  that  the  statute  of  1805  was 
not  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  the  actions, 
but  that  the  provisions  of  a  statute  enacted  in 
1846,  abolishing  distress  for  rent,  and  for  other 
purposes— a  statute  passed  in  the  interest  of  the 
landholders,  through  the  agency  of  their  own 
representatives  in  the  Legislature — supplied  the 
place  of  the  statute  of  1805.  The  opinion  in  the 
case  was  written  by  Judge  Henry  R.  Selden. 

Judge  Selden,  after  relying  on  the  statute  of 
1846,  as  Judge  Denio  had  done  on  the  statute  of 
1805,  to  sustain  the  actions,  undertakes  to  uphold 
them  on  the  strength  of  an  opinion  expressed  by 
Sugden  in  his  work  on  "Vendors  and  Purchasers," 
and  on  two  or  three  controverted  English  cases. 
But  neither  Sugden  nor  the  disputed  cases  ad- 
vance the  idea,  or  even  hint  at  it,  that  there  can  be 
any  forfeiture  of  land  for  non-payment  of  rent,  out- 
side the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant ;  and  it 
may  be  asserted,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that 
no  case  can  be  found,  English  or  American,  where 
re-entry,  or  ejectment  for  default  in  the  payment  of  rent, 
has  been  had  or  allowed,  except  where  the  relation  of 
landlord  and  tenant  existed,  or  was  supposed  to 
exist. 

It  has  been  shown  that  the  decision  in  the 
case  of  Ball,  in  1859,  in  which  Judge  Denio 
wrote  the  opinion— is  no  exception  to  this 
rule — for  the  judgment  in  that  case  was  ex- 
pressly affirmed,  by  help  of  the  statute  of  1805, 
upon  the  statutes  of  landlord  and  tenant.  And 
Judge  Selden,  in  his  opinion  in  the  Reid  case, 
written  in  1S63,  is  forced  finally  to  admit  and  de- 
clare that  the  actions  are  not  maintainable,  except 
the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  exists  between 
the  parties.  His  very  language  is  here  copied,  and 
is  as  follows  :  "  many  cases  in  our  courts,  between 
parties  similarly  situated,  they  have  been  spoken  of  and 
treated  as  landlords  and  tenants,  and  the  decisions  in 
the  cases  of  Van  Rensselaer  v.  Snvdcr  {tj  N.  Y, 
2ggi)  and  Van  Rensselaer  v.  Ball  [iip  N.  Y.,  100) 
can  be  sustained  on  no  other  ground,  as  they  depended 
entirely  upon  a  statute  applicable  only  to  parties  hold- 
ing that  relation  {2  R.  S.,  p.  s^Sy  §J<^)-" 

Of  the  eight  judges  who  composed  the  Court  of 
Appeals  in  1863,  when  Judge  Selden  wrote  his 
opinion,  it  is  notable  that  two  of  the  most  distin- 
guished Judges  of  the  Court,  Wright  and  Rosekranz, 
who  heard  the  arguments,  refused  to  take  part  in 
the  decision.  They  could  not  be  brought  to  as- 
sent to  the  remarkable  doctrines  announced  by 
Judge  Selden. 
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Upon  this  indefensible  assumption  by  Judge 
Selden  of  the  relationship  of  landlord  and  tenant 
between  the  parties  to  this  controversy  (where 
such  relationship  does  not  exists),  hangs  the 
enormous  exactions  thereafter,  and  even  now,  bit- 
terly wrung  from  the  cultivators  of  lands  absolutely 
owned  by  themselves. 

The  workings  of  the  system,  thus  naugurated 
by  the  Court  of  Appeals,  may  be  illustrated  by  a 
few  out  of  many  examples  : 

On  the  17th  day  of  February,  i860,  one  of  the 
coldest  days  of  the  winter,  the  principal  adven- 
turer in  the  claims,  accompanied  by  the  SheritT 
and  his  posse,  some  fourteen  or  fifteen  in  num- 
ber, armed  with  pistols  and  clubs,  and  handcuffs  to 
bind  any  that  might  be  found  to  oppose,  made  a 
sudden  descent  upon  the  farm  and  premises  of 
Peter  Ball,  situated  on  the  Helderbergs,  near  the 
village  of  Berne.  The  farm  had  been  his  and  his 
forefathers  for  generations,  but  then  and  there,  in 
the  midst  of  a  furious  mountain  snow-storm,  they 
cast  him,  with  his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife,  a 
sick  daughter  and  an  aged  colored  servant,  from 
the  dwelling,  out  upon  the  public  highway. 

The  value  of  this  farm,  within  the  very  limits 
of  the  village,  with  its  new,  convenient  and 
handsome  dwelling-house,  and  other  improve- 
ments, made  by  Peter  Ball  himself,  was  very  con- 
siderable. It  was  one  of  the  most  desirable  and 
picturesque  places  on  the  Helderbergs  ;  and  as  the 
poor  old  people,  the  sick  daughter  and  the  aged 
servant  were  forced  to  leave,  their  cries  and  their 
tears  touched  many  a  tender  heart. 

It  may  be  truthfully  asserted  that  when  the  Pa- 
troon  sold  his  lands  on  the  Helderbergs,  there  was 
not  probably  an  acre  that  was  worth  more  than 
twenty-five  cents.  The  value  was  given  afterward 
by  the  buildings  and  other  improvements  put  upon 
the  lands  by  the  purchasers. 

It  was  necessary,  it  was  said,  to  make  an  exam- 
ple of  Peter  Ball,  because  he  had  been  a  leading 
and  persistent  anti-renter,  for  the  influence  it  might 
exert  at  the  time  upon  other  anti-renters  to  come 
forward  and  settle  exacted  claims. 

Martinus  Lansing,  whose  extensive  farm  lay  on 
the  east  or  Greenbush  side  of  the  river,  in  view,  prob- 
ably, from  the  pinnacles  of  the  Capitol,  beneath  which, 
in  august  dignity,  now  sits  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
is  a  more  recent  and  flagrant  case  of  dispossession. 
On  this  farm,  worth  not  less  than  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars,  it  has  been  estimated  there  svas  an  un- 
paid rent  claim  of  about  eight  hundred  dollars. 
Mr.  Lansing  was  required  to  pay  six  thousand  dol- 
lars to  be  reinstated.    He  paid  four  thousand  dol- 


lars, and  because  he  did  not  promptly  pay  the  other 
two  thousand,  although  he  subsequently  offered  to 
pay  it,  and  the  payment  was  refused,  he  and  his 
family  were  removed  from  their  dwelling-house  by 
an  armed  body  of  officers  and  men.  The  great 
farm,  with  all  its  buildings  and  other  improve- 
ments, put  on  it  by  Mr.  Lansing's  forefathers,  with 
extensive  additions  and  betterments  by  Mr.  Lan- 
sing himself,  was  immediately  taken  possession  of 
by  the  chief  speculator  ;  and  he  is  to-diy  occupying 
the  fine  dwellings  and  large  barns,  and  planting 
and  reaping  the  broad  acres,  and  pocketing  the 
fruits,  rejoicing  in  the  great  acquisition,  and  mak- 
ing exhibitions  of  it  to  admiring  friends. 

The  reader  will  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that 
!  Mr.  Lansing  died  of  a  broken  heart,  poor  and  pen- 
j  niless,  and  that  his  unmarried  daughters,  forced  to 
I  support  themselves  as  best  they  may,  or  dependent 
!  upon  the  liberality  of  relatives,  have  suffered  a 
desolation,  distress  and  mortification  over  which 
sympathetic  neighbors  and  friends  have  dropped 
many  a  tear  of  charity. 

Another  case  of  dispossession  was  that  of  Will- 
iam Witbeck,  of  Greenbush,  whose  farm  lay  west 
of  iNIr.  Lansing's,  and  nearer  the  river.  The  Olcott 
place,  which  occupies  a  site  commanding  a  view 
of  all  Albany,  forms  in  part  its  western  boundary. 

As  a  grass  and  stock  farm,  with  its  buildinqs  and 
other  improvements  put  on  by  the  Witbeck  family, 
it  was  very  valuable — worth  not  less,  probably,  than 
fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Witbeck  had  paid  all  assumed  rent  claims  against 
this  farm,  but  there  was  yet  unpaid,  it  seemed,  the 
costs  of  the  ejectment  suit,  amounting  perhaps  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  These,  by  some  over- 
sight, had  not  been  paid.  They  might  have  been  col- 
lected at  any  moment  upon  execution,  if  Witbeck 
had  refuse  1  to  pay,  as  he  had  much  cattle  and  other 
property  on  this  and  other  farms  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood. But  this  was  not  what  the  principal  specu- 
j  lator  in  fee-farm  rents  was  seeking    Witbeck,  he  in- 
[  sisted  had  been  contumacious,  and  had  forfeited  his 
right  to  retain  the  farm,  and  he  declared  his  inten- 
tion, therefore,  to  take  possession.  For  this  purpose 
Hiram  Griggs,  a  deputy  of  the  Sheriffof  Rensselaer 
County,  with  an  armed  posse,  was  dispatched  to 
I  take  possession.    Witbeck,  as  he  had  given  out  he 
I  would  do,  resisted,  and  in  the  encounter  which 
I  followed  Griggs  was  shot,  and  subsequently  died. 
I  Witbeck  and  his  two  sons  were  arrested  and  in- 
dicted for  Griggs'  murder.     Thev  were  tried  in 
1  Saratoga  County,   and  were  acquitted.      In  the 
meantime,  secured  against  further  resistance,  the 
speculator  obtained  peaceable  possession  of  the 
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farm,  and  he  retains  it  to  this  day,  with  its  bounti- 
ful ingathering  of  harvests  and  fruits. 

Such  are  some  of  the  results  of  landlord  and 
tenant  statutes,  where  such  statutes  do  not  apply. 
It  is  the  merciless  taking  and  appropriation  of  land 
(by  judicial  accomplishment),  with  all  the  buildings 
and  other  improvements,  put  on  it  by  the  owners 
themselves,  which  never  belonged  to  the  manor  or 
proprietors  nor  to  the  purchasing  speculators  ;  here 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  near  the  close  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  in  a  manner  equal  to  anything 
in  atrocity  that  could  have  occurred  in  the  bar- 
barous ages  of  the  ninth  century,  when  feudalism 
was  first  forced  on  allodial  soil  and  on  free  men. 

The  system  of  swooping  in  farms,  with  the 
buildings  and  other  improvements,  now  practiced, 
under  the  same  incongruous  statutes,  (made  pos- 
sible by  the  like  judicial  action)  may  be  illustrated 
by  the  method  in  which  it  is  done: 

Ejectment  suits  are  brought  to  recover  one  year's 
rent  claimed  to  be  due — generally  the  last  year — 
and  recovery  of  possession  of  the  farm  for  non-pay- 
ment. The  landholder,  on  prosecution,  goes  to 
the  olTice  in  Albany  to  pay  the  year's  rent  sued  for, 
and  the  costs  of  the  action.  Payment  will  not  be  ac- 
cepted unless  he  will  also  pay  all  rents  claimed  to  be 
in  arrear  ;  it  may  be  for  fifteen  or  twenty,  perhaps 
thirty  years.  The  landholder  remonstrates,  on  the 
ground,  as  often  happens,  that  he  has  only  owned 
the  farm  a  few  years,  and  should  not  be  asked  to 
pay  longer  than  he  has  owned.  He  is  told  that 
that  makes  no  ditference  ;  the  farm  is  liable,  who- 
ever may  have  been  the  owner,  and  he  must  pay 
all  rents  claimed  or  lose  the  farm.  On  inquiry  as 
to  the  amount  claimed,  he  is  startled  to  learn  that 
it  exceeds  the  value  of  the  farm,  perhaps,  with  all 
the  buildings  and  other  improvements.  That  result 
is  brought  about  by  charging  the  fullest  prices  for 
the  wheat,  the  fat  fowls  and  the  days'  service  with 
carriage  and  horses,  with  annual  accumulations  of 
interest  on  each.  It  is  the  old  story ;  the  succes- 
sors of  the  old  Patroon  chastised  the  landholders 
with  whips ;  the  adventurers  chastise  them  with 
scorpions. 

The  distressed  farmer,  sued  for  one  year's  rent> 
-  goes  home  and  communicates  to  his  astonished 
family  the  ruin  that  impends  over  their  peaceful 
habitation  ;  and  ruin  prom.ptly  comes  in  the  person 
of  the  speculator,  with  the  sheriff  and  posse  at  his 
back,  who  speedily  close  the  scene  upon  the 
wretched  famiiy  by  pitiless  dispossession  unless 
every  claim  be  paid. 

The  prices  of  rents  claimed  have  been  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  speculators  since  the  days  of  the 


Patroons  ;  then  the  fat  fowls  and  the  d.iys'  service 
with  carriage  and  horses,  etc.,  were  put  at  uniform 
rates  of  moderate  character ;  now  tliey  are  ad- 
vanced to  the  extremest  tension.  It  is  this  feature 
of  the  fee-farm  rent  system,  among  others,  which 
makes  it  so  bitter,  harsh  and  unendurable.  In 
cases  between  landlord  and  tenant,  where  that  re- 
lationship actually  exists,  the  landlord  must  specify 
in  his  petition  or  complaint  the  exact  amount  of 
rent  claimed  to  be  due.  so  that  the  tenant  may 
know  what  he  has  to  pay,  and  he  pays  it.  or  leaves 
the  premises  at  his  option,  to  which  premises  the 
tenant  makes  no  claim,  for  he  never  owned  them. 
He  has  added  nothing  to  their  value  by  buildings 
or  other  improvements,  and  he  leaves  them  with- 
out loss  or  distress. 

Very  different  from  this  is  it  with  the  fee-farm  rent 
system.  Here  the  courts  do  not  require  the  specu- 
lators, on  prosecution,  to  fix  the  amount  of  rent 
claimed  to  be  due.  That  is  left  to  their  tender 
mercy  after  they  have  got  their  ejectment  judg- 
ment ;  and  if  the  landholder  don't  then  pay  as 
required,  he  loses  his  farm,  with  all  the  build- 
ings and  other  improvements  put  upon  it  by 
himself  These  buildings  and  other  improve- 
ments, even  more  valuable,  perhaps,  than  the 
land  itself,  the  Court  of  Appeals  declared  in  1852, 
in  the  opinion  delivered  by  Judge  Ruggles  in  the 
quarter-sale  suit,  never  belonged  to  the  manor 
proprietors,  and  certainly,  therefore,  never  belonged 
to  the  speculators  in  the  manor  claims.  Yet  these 
speculators  are  now  allowed,  under  the  statutes  of 
landlord  and  tenant  (with  assistance  of  the  courts), 
to  take  the  buildings  and  other  improvements  as 
well  as  the  land  itself,  which  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
in  1852,  as  above  declared  never  belonged  to  the 
manor  proprietors. 

This  category  of  the  fee-farm  rent  system  places 
it  in  a  light  of  terrific  injustice. 

It  may  be  asserted,  boldly  and  unflinchingly, 
that  the  declaration  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  before 
mentioned  and  transcribed,  //;;//  because,  in  many 
cases,  ihe  parties  io  /his  controversy  have  been  spoken 
0/  and  treated  as  landhrds  and  tenants,  there/ore, 
their  status  as  such  is  forever  fixed  and  cannot  be 
changed,  where  that  rehitionship  does  not  exist,  is  ju- 
dicial legislation  and  tirannr.  * 

*  This  language  is  used  advisedly.  Writers  on  50ci.1l  science  con- 
cede that  the  courts  in  this  coiintn-  have  assumrd  hm-lative  power. 
Lester  F.  Ward,  AM  ,  of  the  Smithsonian  InbiitiiiM.i.,  in  a  recent 
work  on  "  Dyn.-vmic  Sociolo'.;y."  says  :  "  There  are  two  classes  ol  law- 
making bodies — courts  and  lecis'aiurcs.  The  growth  c^f  law  throti^h 
the  courts  is  almost  unreco:;r.izeJ  by  the  people  at  l;ir^e  :  yet  its  de- 
velopment by  this  ai;ency  is,  perhaps,  more  rapid  tlun  hy Jecislaiion." 
The  author  is  inclined  to  approve  this  usurpation,  iimiiindml  that  judi- 
cial le.;islation  is  in-idious  despotism,  paving  the  way  ''jr  imperlalL-m  ; 
desiructi\  e  assuredly  of  our  system  of  government  d-  nc.-ibed  by  Pres- 
ident Lincoln  as  ths  "governnient  of  ihe  people,  by  ibe  people,  for 
the  people,'' 
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This  judicial  legislation  on  this  rent  question 
makes  him  who  does  not  own  the  land,  landlord, 
and  him  who  does  own  it,  tenant,  and  gives  the 
former  the  latter's  land,  with  all  the  buildings  and 
other  improvements,  without  compensation. 

The  question  admits  of  no  dispute,  and  is  of 
ready  solution  :  it  is  determined  by  inalienable 
law,  and  all  the  courts  in  the  civilized  world  can- 
not controvert  or  change  it. 

Suppose  a  man,  owning  one  of  these  manor  farms, 
dies  without  will,  and  without  heirs,  lineal  or  col- 
lateral, to  inherit,  to  whom  does  the  farm  escheat 
or  revert,  to  the  manor  lord,  or  in  this  case  to  the 
speculator  who  has  purchased  his  interest,  or  to 
the  people  of  the  State  in  their  sovereign  capacity  ? 
Every  tyro  in  the  law  knows  that  it  goes  to  the  peo- 
ple. Why  ?  Because  the  reversion  or  escheat  of 
all  lands  held  in  fee  is  in  the  State. 

This  point  may  be  further  illustrated  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  taxes  upon  these  "  anti-rent  "  lands 
are  assessed  and  paid;  which  is  matter  of  interest  to 
distressed  taxpayers  generally,  and  to  opponents  of 
non-taxable  Government  bonds.  The  speculators 
have  never  been  assessed  for  or  paid  any  taxes  on 
these  lands  which  they  claim  to  own  as  landlords  over 
a  peasant  tenantry.  If  it  be  said  that  the  manor 
proprietors,  or  the  speculators  who  have  purchased 
from  them,  are  not  bound  to  pay  the  taxes  because 
of  the  original  indentures  by  which  the  farms  were 
acquired,  that  does  not  obviate  the  difficulty  of 
the  assessment  of  the  taxes.  If  the  speculators 
were  the  owners  of  the  lands,  the  assessment  would 
be  levied  against  them  as  the  owners  ;  whereas,  it 
is  a  well-known  fact  that  such  taxes  have  always 
been  assessed  to  and  paid  by  the  farmers,  as  the 
owners  in  fee  of  the  lands,  and  not  as  tenants  either 
of  the  mano"  proprietors  or  of  the  speculators. 
The  speculators  have  not  only  paid  no  tax  or 
assessment  of  any  kind  on  these  "anti-rent"  farms, 
but  they  have  successfully  resisted  the  payment  of 
any  tax  on  the  vast  amounts  of  rents  which  they 
have  collected  from  the  owners  of  these  lands,  as 
the  tax  receivers  in  the  towns  will  testify.  Hence 
it  has  now  come  to  be  understood  that  the  specu- 
lators have  here,  under  the  aegis  of  the  courts, 
a  bonanza  ;  a  property  superior  to  any  other 
in  the  country  ;  far  better  than  non-taxable 
United  States  bonds,  for  they  have  a  limit  of 
existence,  while  this  rent  exaction  is  claimed  to 
be  indestructible ;  assuming  always  that  the  de- 


cisions of  the  courts  are  never  to  be  reversed  on 
this  question. 

The  people  of  the  State,  therefore,  are  lantl- 
lords  of  all  these  manor  lands,  as  well  as  of  all 
other  lands  held  in  fee,  and  no  individual  grantor, 
be  he  whom  he  may,  has  the  slightest  interest  or 
possibility  of  interest  in  any  land  after  he  has  made 
a  deed  of  conveyance  thereof 

Servitude  to  the  soil  in  perpetuity,  or  involun- 
tary servitude  (better  known  to  early  ages  as  feudal 
servitude,  the  lords  in  which  were  known  as  lords 
superior,  and  the  cultivators  of  the  land  as  vassals, 
feuds  or  bondsmen),  was  imposed  upon  France  by 
despotic  rulers  in  the  ninth  century.  It  was  brought 
from  Normandy  and  planted  on  the  allodial  soil 
of  England  in  the  eleventh  century  by  William  the 
Conqueror.  It  was  extirpated  thence,  in  1290,  by 
the  statute  of  quia  empiores. 

That  statute  was  the  law  of  the  colony  of  New 
York,  and  it  and  tantamount  statutes  have  always 
been  the  law  of  the  State.  Yet  the  degrading  sys- 
tem, attempted  to  be  fastened  upon  the  eastern 
counties  of  New  York  by  pseudo-Patroons  and 
manor  lords,  has  been  actually  fastened  upon  them 
by  judicial  legislation,  under  anomolous  statutes 
of  landlord  and  tenant,  where  such  statutes  do  not 
and  cannot  be  made  to  apply,  even  by  legislative 
enactment;  for  our  Legislature  is  not  omnipotent, 
like  the  British  Parliament,  but  is  controlled  in  its 
action  by  both  national  and  State  constitutions. 

Whether  the  system  is  to  be  perpetuated  for  the 
benefit  of  the  speculators  and  their  assigns,  or 
their  posterity,  by  judicial  fiat,  remains  to  be 
seen. 

However  that  may  be,  candid  and  generous  men 
will  acknowledge  that  to  the  derided  '•  anti-renters  ' 
must  be  accorded  the  honor  of  arresting  the 
progress  over  the  continent  of  this  revival  of  me- 
diaeval despotism  ;  for  there  is  no  telling  to  what 
length  it  might  have  extended  over  land  in  vast 
tracts,  comprising  millions  of  acres,  held  by  cor- 
i  porations  and  wealthy  capitalists,  had  it  not  been 
j  for  the  determined  and  world-wide  known  resolute 
I  resistance  to  the  enslaving  system  by  anti-renters 
!  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Through  their  sturdy  resistance,  the  constitutional 
convention  of  1846  put  the  system  under  ban  for 
all  future  time  throughout    this  commonwealth, 

whence  it  is  not  likely  ever  to  have  further  resurrec- 
I  . 
tion. 
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THE  MANOR  AND  THE  VAN  RENSSELAERS. 


By  Prof.  J. 

A HISTORY  ought  to  be  fair  and  unprejudiced; 
and  on  a  question  which  has  caused  so  much 
political  and  legal  strife  as  was  made  by  the  con- 
test between  the  opposing  claimants  upon  the  ma- 
norial estates  in  Albany  County,  under  the  Van 
Rensselaer  leases  or  deeds,  both  sides  should  be 
permitted  to  make  the  amplest  statements.  With 
this  view,  I  had  early  and  frequent  conversations 
with  Mr.  A.  J.  Colvin  and  Mr.  C.  ]M.  Jenkins, 
lawyers  upon  opposite  sides  of  the  controversy 
when  it  was  in  the  courts;  both  eminent  for  learn- 
ing and  ability;  both  natives  of  the  county,  and 
now  among  the  few  still  living,  at  a  venerable  age, 
who  knew  the  whole  matter  from  their  personal 
and  local  relations  to  it.  I  invited  both  to  present, 
in  writing,  the  historical  and  legal  points  in  a  con- 
troversy that,  in  its  day,  in  this  locality,  was  hardly 
excelled  by  that  of  anti-slavery  in  intensity  of  in- 
terest. Mr.  Colvin  only  has  responded  to  my  re- 
quest, giving,  from  his  view-point,  the  only  consec- 
utive and  detailed  account  of  the  contest  in  its 
historical  and  legal  aspects,  and  in  its  progressive 
steps  and  present  status,  that  has  ever  been  given. 
The  preceding  article  commends  itself  by  its  clear 
statements  of  both  sides  of  the  question,  by  its 
forcible  arguments,  and  its  evident  desire  to  be  fair 
to  all  parties  and  true  to  history. 

The  student  of  history  will  be  interested  in  the 
facts  which  we  give  below,  gathered  as  reminiscen- 
ces from  some  of  the  oldest  living  lawyers,  and 
from  other  reliable  sources. 

Alexander  Hamilton,  brother-in-law  of  Gen. 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  the  "old  Patroon,"  is 
said  to  have  been  his  early  legal  counsel  after  he 
came  in  possession  of  the  manor,  in  1785.  After 
the  death  of  Hamilton,  in  1804,  if  not  before  that 
event,  John  V.  Henry,  who  died  in  1829,  and 
Abraham  Van  Vechten,  who  died  in  1837,  among 
the  most  eminent  lawyers  of  their  time,  were  em- 
ployed as  his  counsel.  It  is  said  he  paid  them 
each  a  salary  of  $1,000  per  annum.  The  following 
anecdote  has  been  given:  About  181 5,  ]Mr.  Van 
Rensselaer  notified  Mr.  Henry  that  he  could  no 
longer  pay  his  salary.  "  Very  well,"  replied  Mr. 
H,,  "then  I  shall  be  at  liberty  to  accept  a  retainer 


from  your  tenants,  and  I  will  then  show  you  that 
they  are  no  longer  your  tenants,  but  the  owners  of 
the  lands."  The  stipend  was  continued  to  the 
close  of  Mr.  Henry's  life. 

Teunis  Van  Vechten  succeeded  Abraham  Van 
Vechten  as  the  Patroon's  counsel.  Then  Teunis 
Van  Vechten  formed  a  copartnership  with  Daniel 
Cady,  the  distinguished  lawyer,  and  they  became 
the  counsel  of  the  new  manor  proprietors  on  the 
Albany  side  of  the  river,  and  David  Buei,  of  Troy, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  Jonathan  Jen- 
kins, of  Rensselaerville,  father  of  Charles  M.  Jen- 
kins, acted  as  counsel  for  the  "old  Patroon,"  and 
later  for  the  "young  Patroon,"  in  the  country, 
while  the  Van  Vechtens  were  acting  as  such  in 
Albany. 

After  the  decision  in  1852,  in  the  quarter-sale 
suit,  it  was  David  Buel,  of  Troy,  one  of  the  most 
able  real  estate  lawyers  in  the  State,  who  publicly 
declared  that  that  decision  put  an  end  to  the  rent 
controversy,  and  he  would  never  after  that  defend 
further  any  of  the  manor  cases. 

The  lawyers  that  argued  the  quarter-sale  case 
for  the  so-called  tenants,  were  Henry  Hogeboom, 
of  Hudson,  and  Azor  Taber,  of  Albany,  a  native 
of  Knox.  Josiah  Sutherland,  of  New  York,  after- 
ward a  Supreme  Court  Judge,  argued  the  case  for 
the  manor  proprietors. 

After  the  decision  of  this  case,  Andrew  J.  Colvin, 
of  Albany,  and  Anson  Bingham,  of  Nassau,  Rens- 
selaer County,  were  employed  in  a  number  of  cases 
arising  out  of  these  claims  for  rents;  Mr.  Colvin 
taking  the  Albany  County  cases, and  Mr.  Bingham 
those  of  Rensselaer  County.  They  took  the  posi- 
tion that,  if  the  quarter  sales  were  invalid,  so  were 
the  rents  in  bushels  of  \vheat,  fat  fowls,  days'  ser- 
vice, and  such  like,  on  the  same  grounds,  viz.  : 
that  the  manor  proprietors  had  sold  their  lands, 
not  leased  them.  This  led  to  acquaintance  be- 
tween these  gentlemen,  and  finally  to  a  copartner- 
ship, with  office  in  Albany.  The  first  of  their  suiLs 
which  went  to  the  Court  of  Appeals  were  the  Ball 
and  Hayes  cases,  decided  by  that  Court  in  1S59, 
Judge  Denio  writing  the  opinion.  Associated  as 
counsel  with  Colvin  and  Bingham,  and  present  in 
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Court  at  the  argument,  were  William  ^I.  Evarts,  of 
New  York,  and  Nicholas  Hill  and  John  H.  Rey- 
nolds, of  Albany;  Mr.  Bingham  and  Mr.  Reynolds 
making  the  argument  for  the  farmers,  and  Mr. 
Charles  M.  Jenkins,  of  Albany,  of  the  firm  of 
Jenkins  k  Cooper,  for  the  rent  claimants. 

Some  years  afterward,  Mr.  Peter  Cagger  became 
the  lawyer  for  the  rent  claimants;  then  Samuel 
Hand,  with  Mr.  Cagger;  then  Hand  &  Hale  and 
Schwartz;  then  Mr.  Rufus  W.  Peckham;  then 
Peckham  c^'  Rosendale;  and  finally  Rosendale  and 
Hessberg,  who  now  act  as  attorneys  for  Walter  S. 
Church. 

THE  LEGAL  POINTS. 

The  historical  sketch  of  anti-rentism  by  Mr. 
Colvin,  and  the  novel  legal  questions  growing  out 
of  it,  have  induced  me,  at  the  suggestion  of  some 
legal  friends,  to  look  over  the  briefs  or  points  of 
the  counsel  on  the  argument  of  the  Ball  and  Hayes 
cases  and  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in 
those  cases,  made  in  1859.  O"^  examining  these 
points  on  both  sides,  I  found  them  elaborated  by 
extensive  arguments  and  citation  of  authorities. 
Deprived  of  the  prolixity  of  legal  technicality,  the 
pith  of  the  points  appears  to  be  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Jenkins,  who  made  the  argument  for  the 
manor  proprietors,  or  those  who  purchased  their 
interest,  presented,  in  substance,  the  following 
propositions  :  i.  That,  while  by  the  Van  Rens- 
selaer indentures,  the  grantees  or  purchasers  took 
an  estate  in  fee  or  of  inheritance  in  the  land  con- 
veyed, yet  taken  and  held  under  agreement  expressed 
in  the  conveyances,  to  yield  and  pay  rent,  the  fee 
was  conditional  and  defeasible  and  not  absolute. 
2.  That  reversion,  or  the  relation  of  landlord  and 
tenant,  was  not  necessary  to  sustain  the  actions,  be- 
cause of  the  contract  by  which  the  grantees  or  pur- 
chasers agreed,  for  themselves  and  their  assigns,  to 
pay  the  rents,  whereby  such  rents  became  annexed  to 
the  land  and  passed  with  it  as  part  of  tlie  tenure  by 
which  it  was  held.  3.  But  if  these  positions  were 
untenable,  then  Mr.  Jenkins  submitted  that  the 
relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  existed  between  the 
manor  proprietors  and  their  grantees,  and  between 
the  assigns  of  each,  because  the  King,  as  lord  par- 
amount, had  here  erected  and  granted  to  the  orig- 
inal proprietor  or  patentee  under  the  British  Crown, 
a  lordship  and  manor  to  all  intents  and  purposes; 
and  thereby  licensed  the  Patroon  to  be  chief  lord  of 
the  fee  or  manor,  with  power  to  make  tenants  in 
fee  or  perpetuity,  holding  of  him;  and,  therefore, 
the  statute  of  quia  emplores  never  applied  to  this, 
the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck.  ■     .  -  • 


The  answer  of  the  opposing  counsel  in  sub- 
stance was,  that  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck  was 
not  and  never  had  been  a  lordship  in  fee,  and  was 
not  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  statute  of 
quia  emplores  ;  that  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  was  simply 
an  individual  and  not  a  chief  lord,  and  was,  there- 
fore, like  other  individuals,  subject  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  statute.  That  statute  made  it  impos- 
sible for  him  on  the  sale  of  his  lands,  to  make,  or 
attach  to  the  conveyances  by  agreement,  condi- 
tions for  the  payment  of  rents  of  any  description, 
and  forfeiture  of  the  lands  for  non-payment.  It 
was  out  of  his  power  on  absolute  sale  to  make  a 
conditional  or  defeasible  estate  or  fee  for  non-pay- 
ment of  rent,  whatever  the  language  of  the  convey- 
ances. There  was  no  escaping  or  avoiding  the 
force  of  the  statute  by  any  contract  contrived  or 
entered  into  by  the  parties  to  overthrow  its  effect. 
Its  essence  was  explicit  and  might  be  put  in  the 
following  language  :  "  Individuals  may  lease  their 
lands  for  life  or  lives,  or  for  years,  and  attach 
thereto  covenants  and  conditions  for  payment  of 
rent,  but  they  shall  not  do  it  if  they  sell  their 
lands."  Covenants  and  conditions  are  allowable 
between  landlord  and  tenant,  but  impossible  be- 
tween seller  and  purchaser  of  lands.  So  much,  and 
just  so  much,  was  resolved  and  accomplished  by  the 
statute  of  quia  empiores,  in  uprooting  the  feudal  sys- 
tem ;  and  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  having  sold,  and 
not  leased,  his  lands,  was  prohibited  from  burden- 
ing them  with  conditions  for  rent  payments. 

In  deciding  these  cases,  the  Court  of  Appeals,  as 
expressed  in  the  opinion  of  Judge  Denio,  held 
that  this  statute — the  statute  of  quia  emplores — was 
always  the  law  of  the  colony  and  that  it  had  always 
been  the  law  of  the  State;  and  as  Mr.  Van  Rensse- 
laer had  sold  his  lands,  and  not  leased  them,  he 
brought  himself  within  the  principles  of  its  pro- 
visions. His  grantees  became  owners  of  the  lands, 
and  not  tenants,  and  the  relation  of  landlord  and 
tenant  never  subsisted  between  him  and  them;  and, 
therefore,  it  was  impossible  to  put  on  the  lands, 
when  sold,  conditions  for  the  payment  of  rents. 
Any  mind  can  see  that  such  is  the  inevitable  corol- 
lary from  this  decision. 

It  would  seem  to  the  common-sense  mind  that 
this  announcement  put  an  end  judicially,  not  only 
to  the  Ball  and  Hayes  cases,  but  to  the  anti-rent 
controversy  as  well.  Not  so,  however.  Judge 
Denio  announced  the  judgment  of  the  Court 
against  Ball  and  Hayei^  upon  the  condition  con- 
tained in  the  conveyances,  as  though  it  had  been 
made  between  parties  occupying  the  relation  of 
landlord  and  tenant;  and  as  though  Ball  and  Hayes 
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were  tenants  and  the  manor  proprietors  and  the 
purchasers  ot  their  interest  were  landlords;  for  he 
applied  to  the  cases  the  remedies  for  the  recovery 
of  rent  provided  by  the  Revised  Statutes  by  a  land- 
lord against  his  tenant,  on  a  term  for  years. 

The  state  of  the  controversy  now  seems  to  be 
this  :  No  landlord  and  tenant  in  law,  but  landlord 
and  tenant  to  collect  rents. 

THE  PATROONS. 

I. — KiLLiAN,  son  of  Hendrick  and  Maria  (Pa- 
fraats)  Van  Rensselaer,  pearl  and  diamond  mer- 
chant of  Amsterdam,  Holland,  was  a  man  of 
character  and  substance,  of  ancient  family,  de- 
scended in  the  thirteenth  generation  from  Henry 
Wolters  Van  Rensselaer.  He  was  a  director  in 
the  Dutch  West  India  Company,  of  the  Amsterdam 
Chamber,  established  in  162 1,  and  was  one  of  the 
foremost  in  availing  himself  of  -the  advantages  of 
the  "Charter  of  Privileges  and  Exemptions,'' 
passed  by  the  States  General  in  1629,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  Patroons  to  settle  colonies  in  the 
New  Netherlands.  It  does  not  appear  that  he 
ever  saw  the  rich  and  extended  territory,  twenty- 
four  miles  up  and  down  tho  Hudson  and  twenty- 
four  miles  on  either  side  of  that  noble  river,  which 
came  into  his  possession.  But,  by  the  aid  of  his 
co-directors  and  his  agent,  vVouter  Van  Twiller, 
and  others,  he  gained  lawful  possession  by  extin- 
guishing the  Indian  titles,  securing  patents  and  ful- 
filling, as  nearly  as  could  then  be  done,  the  condi- 
tions as  to  colonial  settlements  on  his  vast  acres, 
within  the  limited  time.  His  patents  gave  him 
feudal  honors  and  powers.  He  freely  assisted  his 
immigrant  farmers  with  stock,  tools,  clothing,  pro-  | 
visions  and  even  money,  until  they  got  a  fair  start,  j 
He  leased  his  lands  on  certain  stipulated  condi- 
tions, which  do  not  seem  very  hard,  and  we 
have  no  evidence  that  he  was,  in  any  way,  disposed 
to  be  oppressive.  His  policy  was  not  to  sell  his 
lands,  but  to  allow  them  to  pass,  according  to  the 
laws  of  primogeniture  of  that  day,  to  the  eldest 
son  or  heir,  with  all  their  privileges  and  exemptions 
and  increased  values.  At  first  he  resen'ed  all 
rights  in  trade,  including  the  trade  in  furs  with  the 
Indians;  but  these  were  so  modified  about  1638,  as 
to  become  open  and  free  to  all  settlers.  Many 
of  them  neglected  farming  and  engaged  in  the 
more  profitable  fur  trade.  The  Patroon  also  re- 
served all  mines,  which  were  never  of  value  in  this 
county;  and  all  mill  privileges,  which  he  improved 
by  erecting  grain  and  lumber-mills,  of  great  utility 
to  himself  and  the  settlers. 


Killian  married,  first,  Hillegonda  Van  Bylet,  by 
whom  he  had  one  son,  John  or  Johannes.  For 
his  second  wife,  he  married  Anna  Van  Wely,  by 
whom  he  had  eight  children,  viz.:  i,  Maria;  2, 
Jeremias,  who  married  Maria  Van  Cortlandt;  3, 
Hillegonda;  4,  Jan  or  John  Baptiste,  who  married 
Susan  Van  Wely;  5,  Eleanora;  6,  Susan,  who 
married  Jan  de  la  Court;  7,  Nicolaus  or  Nicholas, 
who  married  Alida  Schuyler;  8,  Ryckert  or  Rich- 
ard, who  married  Anna  Van  Beaumont.  Killian 
died  in  1646,  without  sight  of  the  promised  land, 
and  was  succeeded  by 

II. — John  or  Joh.w.nes,  his  eldest  son,  then  a 
minor.  We  find  some  mention  of  him  in  certain 
official  or  business  papers,  but  learn  of  nothing 
done  by  him,  except  that  he  married  his  cousin, 
Elizabeth  Van  Twiller,  and  had  a  son  named  Kil- 
lian, who  died  early  and  without  issue.  He  never 
came  to  Rensselaerwyck.  The  plucky  Brant  Van 
Schlechtenhorst  had  charge  of  his  interests  in  the 
manor  about  six  years,  until  1652,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  Patroon  John's  brother,  Jan  Bap- 
tiste, as  director. 

In  1658,  Jeremias  succeeded  his  brother,  Jan 
Baptiste,  as  director,  and  finally  became  proprietor. 
He  held  his  position  sixteen  years,  until  his  death, 
October  12,  1674.  He  is  leported  to  have  been  a 
man  of  learning  for  his  times,  and  much  wisdom. 
He  discharged  his  trust  with  great  acceptance  to 
all  who  were  immediately  interested.  The  contest 
for  rights  claimed  by  Governor  Stuyvesant,  the  di- 
rector of  the  West  India  Company,  is  discussed  in 
the  chapter  entitled  Rensselaerwyck  and  Beverwyck, 
pp.  49-67- 

When,  in  almost  the  last  extremity,  under  the 
Stuyvesan.  dynasty,  a  General  Assembly  of  dele- 
gates froin  all  the  towns  and  colonies  was  called, 
to  meet  at  New  Amsterdam,  in  the  City  Hall,  April 
10,  1664,  Rensselaerwyck  was  represented  by  Jere- 
mias Van  Rensselaer  and  Dirck  Van  Schelluyne,  and 
Fort  Orange  by  Jan  Verbeeck  and  Gerrit  Schlech- 
tenhorst. Van  Rensselaer  was  made  president  of  this 
convention  of  twenty-two  members.  It  adjourned 
without  giving  any  support  to  Stuyvesant  and  the 
West  India  Company. 

When  Fort  Orange  surrendered  to  the 
English,  on  demand,  September  24,  1664,  and 
was  named  Fort  Albany,  Jeremias  Van  Rensselaer 
peaceably  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Charles  II 
and  James,  Duke  of  Vork  and  Albany.  No  change 
was  then  made  by  the  English  proprietor  James,  as 
to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  lord  of  the  manor 
of  Rensselaerwyck.  .... 
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Jeremias,  two  years  before  this,  July  12,  1662, 
had  married  jMaria  Van  Cortlandt,  who  survived 
him  fifteen  years.  She  died  January  29,  16S9.  They 
had  two  sons:  KiUian,  born  August  24,  1663,  and 
Hendrick,  born  October  23,  1667.  This  family 
had  its  home  in  Greenbush.  When  Jeremias  died, 
October  12,  1674,  his  eldest  son  was  in  his  twelfth 
year,  and  as  eldest  surviving-  male  descendant  in  the 
hne  of  Patroons  of  his  generation,  was  the  heir  ap- 
parent to  the  manor.  Jan  Baptiste,  who  returned 
to  Holland  and  died  in  1678,  had  released  all  his 
rights  in  the  manor  to  this  Killian.  The  heirs  of 
the  original  co-directors  of  the  first  Patroon  Killian, 
had  sold  their  claims.  Nichojlas,  the  clergyman, 
who  came  over  from  Amsterdam  in  1675,  and 
Richard,  who  came  soon  after,  succeeded  their 
brothers,  Jan  Baptiste  and  Jeremias,  as  directors  of 
the  manor  during  the  minority  of  their  nephew, 
the  heir  to  Rensselaerw\  ck.  Madam  \'an  Rensse- 
laer acted  as  treasurer  of  this  colonie,  and  her 
brother,  Stephen  Van  Cortlandt,  had  charge  of  the 
books. 

III. — Killian,  son  of  Jeremias,  born  August 
24,  1663,  was  the  first  Patroon  who  resided  in  the 
manor.  His  house  was  probably  situated  near 
where  the  Patroons  have  ever  since  resided.  He 
came  to  his  trust  in  1684,  and  held  it  during  those 
troublous  times,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  with  much 
discretion  and  approbation.  The  patent  was  con- 
firmed to  him  b}'  the  Duke  of  York,  October  17, 
1685,  and  reconfirmed  by  Queen  Anne,  May  20, 
1704.  Before  this  time,  Jeremias  had  represented 
to  the  English  government  that  the  manor  included 
Fort  Orange  and  vicinity,  territory  which  Stuyve- 
sant  had  claimed  as  belonging  to  the  Dutch  West 
India  Company,  and  had  forcibly  seized,  set-off, 
and  held  by  military  possession.  It  was  his  request 
that  the  government  look  into  the  matter  and 
restore  to  the  Patroon  his  territorial  rights.  The 
decision  of  the  English  crown  "  upon  a  perusal  of 
the  Ranslaer's  papers,"  was  in  favor  of  the  claim 
of  the  Patroon,  "that  it  did  belong  to  them."  The 
injustice  ami  arrogance  of  Stuyvesant  was  discov- 
ered. Says  Gov.  Dongan,  "  The  town  of  Albany 
lyes  within  the  Ranslaer's  colony.'  "They 
settled  thepla.ce. ''  Orders  were  issued  to  put  the 
Patroon  in  possession  of  Albany,  and  conditions  of 
rent  were  fi.xed  "that  every  house  should  pay, 
some  two  beavers — some  more,  some  less,  accord- 
ing to  their  dimensions — per  annum,  for  twenty 
years,  and  afterwards  the  Ranssalears  to  put  what 
rent  upon  them  they  could  agree  for.''  These 
orders  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  Gov.  Andros, 
but  not  put  in  execution.     When  the  hunest  Don- 


I  gan  became  governor  of  the  province  the  orders 
j  were  brought  to  him.   He  frankly  declined  putting 
I  them  in  execution  for  this  very  sensible  reason: 
1   "I  thought  it  not  convenient  to  execute,  judging  it 
j  not  for  his  majesty's  interest  that  the  scconcf  town 
in  the  government,  and  which  brings  his  majesty 
so  great  a  revenue,  should  be  in  the  hands  of  any 
particular  men."    But,  wishing  justice  and  peace, 
he  adds:  "By  meanes  of  Mr.   James  Graham, 
Judge  Palmer  and  Mr.  Cortlandt,  that  have  great 
influence  on  that  people,  I  got  the  Ranslaers  to 
release  their  pretense   to  the  town  and  sixteen 
miles  into  the  country  for  commons  to  the  King, 
with  the  liberty  to  cut  firewood  within  the  colony 
for  one  and  twenty  years.    After  I  had  obtained 
this  release  of  the  Ranslaers  I  passed  the  patent 
for  Albany."    Albany  received  its  charter  July  22, 
1686,  and  thus  early  was  it  done  because  of  the 
magnanimous  generosity  of  the  Van  Rensselaers 
and  the  sagacity  of  Gov.  Thomas  Dongan. 

Killian  II,  probably,  came  in  possession  as  sole 
proprietor  and  lord  of  the  manor  on  attaining  his 
majority  in  16S4.     He  conveyed  to  his  brother 
j  Hendrick,   June   i,    1704,  a  few  days  after  his 
patent  was  fully  confirmed  by  Queen  Anne,  all  of 
Claverack  or  the  lower  manor,  and  1,500  acres  of 
j  the  upper  manor,  including  an  island  in  the  Hud- 
I  son,  and  Greenbush  running  back  one  mile.  He 
I  seems  to  have  been  a  man  of  public  trust  and  in- 
fluence.    In  1693   he  was  Captain  of  a  troop  of 
horse  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.    During  the  lime  of 
Leisler  he  was  strenuously  opposed  to  his  govern- 
ment, and  went  as  delegate  to  Connecticut  to  secure 
military  aid  in  the  troubles  that  threatened  Albany. 
From  1 69 1  to  1703  he  represented  Rensselaerwyck 
in  the  Provincial  Assembly,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Council  from  1704  to  171 9.    The  important 
office  of  Indian  Commissioner  was  held  by  him 
from  1706  to  1720. 

His  will,  made  in  171 8,  was  proved  ]\Iay  10, 
i  1720,  probably  soon  after  the  date  of  his  decease, 
at  the  age  of  57.   He  married  Maria  Van  Cortlandt, 
October  15,  1701,  by  whom  he  had  nine  children, 
six  of  whom  survived  him.     From  him  and  his 
brother  Hendrick,   of  Greenbush,   who  married 
I  Catharine  Van  Brugh,  came  all  the  blood  of  the 
[  \'an  Rensselaers  in  this  countrv. 
I      IV. — Stephen  I,  son  of  Killian  and  ^tlaria  (Van 
I  Cortlandt)  Van  Rensselaer,  was  born  March  23, 
1707.    He  became  Patroorrin  1728,  eight  vears after 
the  death  of  his   father,  and  married  Elizabeth 
Groesbeck,  July  5,  1729.  They  had  six  children,  be- 
sides others  that  died  in  early  infincy.    .\mung  these 
were  Elizabeth,  born  July  12,  1734,  who  became. 
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in  1753,  the  wife  of  that  eminent  man,  Gen.  Abra- 
ham Ten  Broeck,  and  Stephen,  who  succeeded  his  | 
father.    Of  Sleplien  I  we  find  no  record  of  public 
ofiice,  except  that  of  Indian  Commissioner  in  1745.  i 
He  was  seemingly  a  modest,  quiet  man,  faithfully  ! 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  his  princely  territory. 
He  was  buried  at  the  Mills,  July  i,  1747,  at  the  age 
of  40.     His  wife,  Elizabeth,  was  buried  December 
31,  1756. 

V.  — Stephen  W,  son  of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth, 
was  born  June  2,  1742,  and  came  to  his  manorial 
trust  in  1763.  His  health  was  feeble  and  his  life 
was  short.  He  died  of  pulmonary  disease  in  1769, 
at  the  age  of  27.  January  23,  1764,  he  married 
Catharine,  daughter  of  Philip  Livingston,  the 
Albany  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
One  daughter  and  two  illustrious  sons  were  the 
fruit  of  this  marriage  :  Stephen,  the  si.xth  Patroon, 
and  Philip  Schuyler,  born  April  15,  1756.  Philip 
S.  held  many  important  trusts,  among  which  was 
that  of  Mayor  of  Albany  for  nineteen  years,  from 
1799  to  1816,  and  1819  to  1821.  In  1765,  that 
grand  old  structure,  the  present  manor-house,  so 
long  the  abode  of  plenty,  refinement,  intelligence 
and  hospitality,  was  erected  by  Stephen  II.  It 
took  the  place  of  a  building  situated  near  by,  which 
had,  for  many  years,  been  the  family  home  of  the 
patroons,  and  was  so  arranged  as  to  serve  the  Pur- 
pose of  a  fortress  as  well  as  of  a  dwelling.  His 
widow,  Catharine,  married,  in  1775,  Rev.  Dr. 
Eilardus  Westcrio,  for  many  years  pastor  of  the 
First  Dutch  Reformed  Church.     He  died  in  1790. 

VI.  — Stephen  III,  son  of  Stephen  and  Catha- 
rine (Livingston)  Van  Rensselaer,  was  born  No- 
vember I,  1764.  At  the  age  of  five  years  he  was 
an  orphan.  Gen.  Ten  Broeck,  his  uncle  by  mar- 
riage, was  hiS  guardian  during  his  minority.  Dur- 
ing some  of  his  early  years  he  was  under  the  super- 
vision and  direction  of  his  talented  and  accom- 
plished mother,  whose  influence  did  much  to  give 
bent  to  his  life  in  those  elements  of  religious  faith 
and  regard  for  holy  things  which  always  marked 
his  character.  His  school-days  were  spent  in  the 
school  of  John  Waters,  near  his  home  ;  afterward 
in  Elizabeihtown,  N.  J. ;  and  then  in  Kingston 
Academy,  where  he  made  preparation  for  college. 
One  year  he  spent  at  Princeton,  and  then  entered  j 
Harvard  College,  where  he  graduated  in  17S2. 
In  1825,  Yale  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of 
LL.  D.  Before  he  was  20,  he  married  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Gen.  Philip  Schuyler,  who  became  the 
mother  of  three  children,  and  died  !March  7,  1801. 
In  May,  1802,  he  married  Cornelia  Patterson,  of 
New  •  Jersey,  who  died  August  6,   1844,  having  i 


given  him  nine  children,  four  only  of  whom  sur- 
vived him.  His  death  occurred  January  26,  1839, 
at  the  age  of  75  years.  His  life  was  truly  full  of 
years  and  honors,  distinguished  by  usefulness, 
good  examples,  public  confidence,  and  the  affection 
of  all  that  best  knew  him.  From  his  earliest  man- 
hood he  was  a  devout  and  consistent  Christian,  in 
the  communion  of  the  church  of  his  fatherland  and 
of  his  fathers.  He  was  a  sublime  moralist;  a  pa- 
tron of  learning;  a  friend  of  the  poor;  a  kind 
neighbor;  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  an  unflinch- 
ing patriot.  He  was  born  under  a  king;  by  in- 
heritance a  feudal  lord  of  vast  wealth  ;  a  pro- 
nounced advocate  of  the  federal  constitution  that 
succeeded  the  war  of  revolution,  and  a  zealous  poli- 
tician of  the  Washington,  Adams,  Jay  and  Hamil- 
ton school;  which,  with  all  its  mistakes,  was  the 
purest  and  most  intelligent  party  that  ever  had  a 
name  in  our  political  history. 

His  policy  as  a  land-holder  was  to  dispose  of 
his  large  landed  estate  to  actual  tillers  of  the  soil. 
He  adopted  the  plan  of  offering  what  were  called 
leases  in  fee,  and  at  what  was  considered  moderate 
rent.  In  this  way  he  succeeded  in  bringing  most 
of  his  lands,  situated  in  Albany  and  Rensselaer 
Counties,  into  cultivation.  These  brought  him  a 
good  income. 

"  He  had  none  of  that  morbid  appetite  for 
wealth  which  grows  ravenous  by  what  it. feeds  on." 
Nor  could  he  "bring  himself  to  feel  and  indulge 
that  passion  for  profit  and  gain  which  consumed 
those  around  him."  Hence,  he  was  a  kind,  in- 
dulgent man  with  the  farmers,  whom  he  regarded 
as  his  tenants.  He  had  no  schemes  for  making 
larger  profits,  none  for  mere  speculation.  He 
made  no  change  of  policy  for  such  purpose.  He 
was  always  giving  to  the  poor;  always  forgiving 
their  dues  to  the  unfortunate;  always  helpful  in  pro- 
viding good  schools  and  promoting  religious  in- 
struction among  the  manorial  farmers.  The  peo- 
ple all  loved  him,  and  often  called  him  "the  good 
Patroon,  "  or  "  the  good  old  Patroon,"  as  he  came 
to  venerable  age. 

But  our  space  will  allow  us  to  name  the  honora- 
ble positions  of  trust  which  he  held,  and  scarcely 
more — positions  held  to  adorn  by  his  character  and 
benefit  by  his  influence.  In  military  life,  lor  which 
he  had  no  special  fondness,  he  was  made  a  Major 
in  1 7S6,  a  Colonel  in  1788,  and  Major-General  of 
cavalry  in  1801.  As  is  well  known,  he  reluctantly 
took  command  of  the  militia,  as  Major-General  in 
the  northern  department,  in  the  war  of  181  2,  from 
motives  of  patriotism  and  public  policy.  He  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Tompkins,  and  did  heroic 
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service  at  Queenstown  and  elsewhere.  In  polit-  I 
ical  life,  he  was  Member  of  the  Assembly  in  1789, 
1S08,  1810  and  1818  ;  of  the  Senate,  from  1791  to 
1795;  of  the  Constitulional  Convention  of  iSoi  and 
182 1.  He  was  Lieutenant-Governor,  1796  to  1802; 
Member  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  in  1792;  and 
of  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives  from 
1823  to  1829.  In  1801,  he  was  the  candidate  of  the 
Federalists  against  George  Clinton  for  Governor 
of  the  State,  and  in  181 3,  against  D.  D.  Tompkins, 
with  a  very  strong  vote.  In  literature,  h?  Mas 
trustee  and  benefactor  of  local  schools  and  acade- 
mies; President  of  the  Albany  Institute  from  1824 
to  1839;  a  Regent  of  the  University  from  1819; 
and  Chancellor  from  1835  until  his  death  in  1839. 
He  was  on  the  Erie  Canal  Commission  from  18 10, 
and  President  of  the  Canal  Board  fifteen  years.  He 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  New  York  State 
Agricultural  Society,  and  its  first  President.  In 
Masonry  he  became  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  State.  In  the  early  banking  and  railroad  move- 
ments, and  other  matters  of  public  improvement, 
he  was  among  the  foremost.  The  Rensselaer  Poly- 
technic Institute,  Troy,  was  founded  by  him:  and 
he  was  a  constant  patron  of  literature  and  literary 
men. 

When  he  died,  none  ever  had  a  simpler  funeral. 
It  was  his  own  request.  His  body  was  borne  to 
the  tomb  of  his  fathers  on  men's  shoulders.  The 
family  mourners  and  the  citizens  that  knew  him 
and  loved  him  so  well,  followed  from  the  North 
Dutch  Church  to  his  last  resting  place  on  foot. 
There  was  no  parade,  no  ostentation  of  any  kind. 
Albany  never  buried  a  man  who  was  loved  more 
sincerely  or  mourned  more  sorrowfully.  In  many 
ways  he  was  a  great  man;  in  all  ways  he  was,  what 
is  better,  a  gooa  man. 

His  estate,  under  the  United  States  Constitution 
and  the  laws  of  1787.  could  not  descend  to  the 
oldest  son.  The  last  Patroon  died  with  him.  His 
landed  interests  were  divided  between  his  sons 
Stephen  and  William  Patterson, the  Albany  County 
lands  going  to  the  former ;  those  of  Rensselaer 
County  to  the  latter. 

VII. — Stephen  IV,   only  son  of  Stephen  and 
Margaret  (Schuyler)  Van  Rensselaer,  was  born 
March  29,  1789.  He  had  possession  of  the  man- 
sion, and  was  usually  called,  by  courtesy  or  cus-  | 
tom,  "  the  young  Patroon. "    He  married  Harriet 
E.  Bayard,  of  New  York,  and  had  eight  children,  | 
six  of  whom  survived  him.     His  death  occurred  I 
May  25,   1868,  in  his  eightieth  year.     He  never  j 
sought  official  honors,  but  lived  a  quiet  and  unob-  I 
trusive  life.     He  was  interested  in  many  charitable  ' 


objects,  and  a  liberal  giver.  In  the  church  of  his 
fathers,  of  which  he  was  a  prominent  member  and 
officer,  he  was  always  valued.  He  was  called  Gen- 
eral, a  title  which  belonged  to  him  as  an  olficer  of 
that  rank  in  the  State  militia.  The  anti-rent  con- 
troversy, described  by  Mr.  Colvin,  broke  out  and 
raged  in  his  time. 

WiLLi.vM  P.\TiERSON,  oldcst  son  of  Stephen  and 
Cornelia  (Patterson)  Van  Rensselaer,  was  born 
j\Iarch  6,  1805,  and  occupied  for  a  time,  his  lands 
in  Rensselaer  County.  He  built  what  is  now 
called  Forbes  Manor  for  his  residence  ;  but  never 
occupied  it.  He  resided,  for  a  while,  in  the  build- 
ing in  Albany  now  converted  into  St.  Peter's  Hos- 
pital, and  after  his  financial  afi^airs  became  compli- 
cated, he  made  his  residence  in  and  near  New- 
York  City,  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Thus  closes  our  brief  history  of  the  Patroons — 
men  who  held  that  title  for  about  23S  years,  and 
whose  relationship  to  the  landed  interests,  to  the 
business  interests,  and,  indeed,  to  every  interest  in 
this  county,  was  peculiar  and  lasting.  Taking  all 
in  all,  they  and  their  descendants  generally  deserve 
to  be  spoken  of  with  respectful  consideration,  some 
of  them  with  distinguished  gratitude  and  praise. 

THE   HENDRICK  VAN  RENSSEL.\ER 
BRANCH. 

Many  of  the  descendants  of  Hendrick,  the  sec- 
ond son  of  Jeremias,  and  brother  of  Patroon 
Killian,  deserve  place  in  our  history,  as  persons 
who  have  led  lives  of  eminent  usefulness  and 
honor.  We  only  wish  we  had  space  to  render 
them  the  honor  they  deserve.  Among  them 
we  may  name,  as  especially  eminent,  Colonel  Kill- 
ian, son  of  Hendrick,  who  was  once  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety.  He  had  four  distin- 
guished sons,  General  Henry  K.,  a  brave  revolu- 
tionary officer,  who  was  crippled  for  life  by  wounds 
received  in  batde  at  Fort  Ann,  July  8,  1777;  Col. 
Philip,  who  was  for  many  years  Commissary  of 
Military  Stores  in  the  northern  department,  and 
who  built  the  Cherry  Hill  Mansion,  and  died  there 
in  1798;  Colonel  Nicholas,  who  was  one  of  Gen- 
eral Montgomery's  aids  at  the  storming  of  Quebec, 
December  31,  1775,  and  was  afterwards  aid  to 
General  Schuyler,  and  fought  at  Ticonderoga, 
Fort  Miller,  Fort  Ann  and  Bemis  Heights.  He  it 
was  who  bore  the  news  of  Burgoyne's  defeat  to  Al- 
bany, October  17,  1777.  Another  son,  Killian 
K.,  was  an  eminent  lawyer  in  Albany,  and  repre- 
sented the  County  in  United  States  Congress,  ten 
years,  from  1801-1811.  General  Solomon,  son  of 
General  Henry  K.,  w  as  one  of  the  bravest  of  patri- 
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otic  men,  and  an  eminent  civilian.     He  roii'j:hltlie 
Indians  at  Maumce  with  Wayne  an(i  Harrison  in 
the  Northwest,  and  was  also  at  the  battle  of  Queens- 
town  as  aid  to  General  Stephen.    In  both  battles  he 
was  seriously  wounded.     He  was  for  sixteen  years 
Adjutant-General  of  the  State  ;  four  years  in  the 
United  States  Congress,  and  many  years  Postmas- 
ter of  Albany.    His  brother,   Killian   H.,  was  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Navy.    Jeremiah,  j 
Hendrick  and  John  B. ,  represented  Rensselaer-  I 
wyck  in  the  colonial  assemblies,  filling  up  the 
thirty-five  years  between  1726  and  1761.    Another  ! 
Jeremiah,  son  of  John,  was  Lieutenant-Governor  | 
of  the  State  from  1801  to  1810.    John  S.  was  a  i 
brave  soldier  in  the  war  of  181 2.    Robert  was  a  \ 
delegate  to  the  Provincial  Congress  in  1775-77.  ' 
Colonel  James  was  one  of  Montgomery's  aids  at  I 
Quebec;  and  many  others  of  this  branch  filled  up 
the  measure  of  good  citizenship. 

Females  of  the  Famixy. — Three  distinguished  i 
patriots  of  the  revolution  married  Van  Rensselaer 
daughters  :  General  Philip  Schuyler  married  Cat-  ! 
rina,  daughter  of  John  ;  General  Abraham  Ten  j 
Broeck,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Stephen,  the  fourth  ; 
Patroon;  and  General  Leonard  Gansevoort,  ^ilaria,  \ 
daughter  of  Colonel  Killian.    Mrs.  Catharine  Viss- 
cher,  youngest  daughter  of  General  Solomon,  and 
widow  of  Rev.  Samuel  W.   Bonney,   author  of  ' 


"Legacy  of  Historical  Gleanings, "  and  now  Presi- 
dent of  Claremont  College,  Catawba  County,  X.  C. , 
deserves  special  mention  here,  as  a  lady  of  exalted 
worth  and  tine  accf)mplishments.  The  female 
members  of  the  Van  Rensselaer  family  with  very 
few  exceptions,  make  a  long  list  of  excellent  daugh- 
ters, wives  and  mothers,  ornaments  to  their  name 
and  their  sex. 

Representation. — Rensselaerwyck  had  a  repre- 
sentation in  the  colonial  assemlilies,  separate  from 
Albany,  from  April  9,  1691  to  April  3,  1775,  a 
period  of  eighty-four  years.  The  representatives 
were:  1691  to  1704,  Killian  \'an  Rensselaer;  1701-2 
and  1715-26,  Andries  Coeymans  ;  1703-4,  An- 
dries  Douw;  1705-14,  Hendrick  Van  Rensselaer; 
1726-43,  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer;  1743-61,  John 
B.  Van  Rensselaer;  1761-75,  Abraham  Ten  Broeck. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  all  the  members  of 
this  wealthy  and  aristocratic  family  were  always 
found  on  the  side  of  popular  liberty.  As  citizens, 
they  voted  on  that  side;  as  civil  officers,  they  con- 
tended for  it  even  when  in  a  minority  and  against 
the  English  crown;  as  soldiers,  they  bravely  fought 
for  it  and  generously  spent  of  their  wealth  for  it. 
And  yet  they  must  have  known  that  a  simple  rep- 
resentative free  government  would,  as  it  did,  at 
once  abridge  and  finallv  destroy  their  feudal  de- 
scended rights  and  powers. 
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THE  claims  of  the  native  proprietors  to  the  soil 
were  admitted  by  the  Holland  companies  and 
the  Patroon,  and  purchases  of  lands  were  made  from 
the  Indian  owners  "  for  certain  quantities  of  duf- 
fels, axes,  knives  and  wampum."  In  this  manner 
purchases  were  made  by  the  Van  Rensselaer 
Patroons  and  others,  who  made  original  purchases 
of  Indian  tracts  of  lands.  The  general  policy  of 
these  Patroons  was  to  lease  lands  and  transmit 
them  to  their  heirs,  not  to  sell  them.  This  has 
been  briefly  spoken  of  in  other  parts  of  our  volume. 

Much  could  be  said  under  our  heading,  but  we 
propose  to  say  but  little — just  enough  to  give  a  few 
facts  and  suggestions  on  a  subject  of  great  interest 
and  extensive  relations. 

In  1678,  Governor  Andros  thus  writes  of  land 
grabbing:  "New  York  is  in  40°  35',  Albany  abt. 
43°,    The  Colony  is  several  long  narrow  stripes  of 


wh.  a  great  part  of  the  settlemt.  made  by  adventu- 
rers before  any  Regulacon  by  wh.  Incroachmts. 
without  pattents,  wh.  towns  have  latelv  taken  but  by 
reason  of  continuall  warrs  noe  Survey  made  & 
wildernesse,  no  computacon  can  be  made  of  the 
planted  and  implanted."  True  to  his  King,  this 
Governor  endeavored  to  place  a  check  upon  such 
proceedings.     But  with  poor  success. 

The  extravagant  land  grants  made  in  this  State, 
to  private  persons,  by  some  of  the  English  Govern- 
ors were  in  such  vast  parcels  that  the  government 
thereby  lost  much  revenue,  which  caused  much 
uneasiness  and  discontent.  Individuals  came  into 
collision  on  account  of  the  irregular  manner  in 
which  the  grants  usually  were  located — without 
surveys  or  boundaries.  The  most  reckless  gover- 
nors in  these  transactions  were  Governors  Fletcher 
and  Cornburv.     Lands  by  50,000,  loo.oco,  and 
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even  a  million  of  acres  were  placetl  in  the  hands  of 
unscrupulous  speculators.  Conflicting  claims  made 
great  trouble  ;  honest  settlers  were  defrauded  ;  and 
the  settlement  of  good  lands  by  worthy  citizens 
greatly  hindered.  The  King  interfered  ;  called 
home  some  governors  in  disgrace,  and  vacated 
some  of  the  grants.  No  State  in  the  Union  has 
suffered  so  much  by  the  extravagant  and  unguarded 
distribution  of  its  domain  as  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  hurtful  consequences  have  always  been  felt  as 
prejudicial  to  the  public  interests. 

The  recognized  claim  of  the  Patroons,  dating  so 
far  back,  and  being  so  well  established  by  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  Indian  claims  and  the  actual 
occupation  of  the  land,  prevented  any  trouble  from 
such  grants  in  Rensselaerwyck. 

While  the  title  of  the  lands  in  this  county  could 
not  be  disputed,  having  been  duly  purchased  of  the 
aboriginal  owners  by  the  Van  Rensselaers  and  con- 
firmed by  the  States  General  -of  Holland,  the  man- 
ner of  dividing  off  the  farms  was  not  well  considered. 
Land  was  plenty  and  the  value  small.  Patents  and 
farms  were  located  by  spotted  trees,  stones,  streams, 
and  other  points  subject  to  decay,  removal  or  other 
change.  One  badly  defined  lot  was  bounded  as  lying 
next  to  another  ju.'jl  as  badly  defined.  Lots  over- 
lapped each  other,  and  gores  or  other  shapes  were 
left  between  lots  without  a  legal  occupant.  Lands 
were  stepped  off,  or  measured  with  a  pole,  a  rope, 
or  the  "leading  line"  of  a  harness.  Courses  were 
run  by  unskilled  surveyors,  running  northerly 
or  north-by-"-est  from  any  evanescent  or  un- 
certain point  that  first  came  to  notice  in  the  line. 
In  after  time  came  the  difficulty  of  finding 
the  old  points  and  retracing  the  old  lines.  This 
has  cost  labor,  expense  and  perplexitv.  Many 
questions  pertaining  to  the  farm  lands  in  this 
county  are  yet  unsettled,  the  farmers  wisely  con- 
cluding that  it  would  cost  more  than  it  would 
come  to  to  hire  a  surveyor  :  much  more  to  go 
to  court.  So,  by  some  neighborly  compromise,  the 
unsettled  line  of  division  has  long  remained  un- 
settled ;  and  we  may  hope  that  it  long  may,  except 
it  be  peaceably. 

Joel  Munsell  tells  us  that  the  boundaries  and 
tracts  were  quite  indefinite,  and  as  they  became 
cultivated,  all  traces  of  the  described  bounds  utterly 
ceased  to  be  distinguishable.  For  instance,  a  farm 
now  in  the  heart  of  the  City  of  Albany,  leased  bv 
the  Patroon  to  Isaac,  son  of  Casper  ITalenbeck,  is 
thus  described  in  the  lease:  "Bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  plain  and  hill:  on  the  east  by  the 
swamp  ;  on  the  south  by  the  Bever  Kil  :  on  the 
west  by  the  woods."    Nothing  now  remains  but 


the  Kil  to  mark  the  boundaries  of  this  tract,  and 
I  that  is  partially  archetl  over  and  used  as  a  sewer. 
'  The  hill  was  long  since  leveled,  the  swamp  tilled 
i  in  and  built  upon,  the  woods  cleared  up,  and  the 
I  area  occupied  by  streets  and  a  dense  population. 
'      'I  he  Duke  of  York,  as  proprietor  and  as  King,  as 

well  as  his  successors,  saw  the  good  ])olicy  of  treat- 
■  ing  the  Hollander  well,  and  readily  confirmed  the 

rights  and  patents  that  dated  under  the  government 
j  of  the  States  Geneial  or  of  the  Dutch  West  India 
i  Company.  All  other  lands  were  claimed  as  belong- 
j  ing  to  the  English  crown  ;  and,  after  satisfying  the 
!  Indian  title  as  a  matter  of  policy,  all  grants  were 
I  finally  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  King. 
I  The  acknowledgment  of  the  just  title  of  tiie 
i  Patroon  of  Rensselaerwyck  to  the  territory  that 
I  became  the  City  of  Albany  in  1 686,  unfairly  disputed 
!  by  Governor  Stuyvesant,  reflects  credit  on  the 
I  policy  of  the  English  government  at  that  time,  as 
i  discussed  in  another  place. 

1  The  claim  of  England  to  the  territorv  of  New 
I  Netherlands,  by  right  of  prior  discovery,  has  been 
j  referred  to  elsewhere,  and  needs  no  further  discus- 
j  sion  here.  It  was  at  a  time  when  might  made  right, 
i  Indeed,  when  and  where  in  the  world's  historv  has 

it  not  been  so .-'  But  how  little  did  King  James 

realize  the  value  of  his  province  of  New  York  I 

Nor  was  George  III  much  wiser. 

Writing  concerning  the  state  of  lands  in  the 
I  Province   of  New  York   in    1732,  Cadwallader 

Colden,   Surveyor-General,    says:     "By  the  3d 

article  of  Surrender  agreed  to  with  the  Dutch 
1  Govt,  it  is  stipulated  (in  1664)  that  'all  people 
j  shall  continue  free  denizens,  and  enjoy  lands. 
I  houses,  goods,  ships,  wheresoever  thev  are  within 
i  the  country,  and  dispose  of  them  as  thev  please.' 
i  And  by  the  nth  article,  '  The  Dutch  here  shall 
I  enjoy  their  own  customs  concerning  inheritances. "' 
I  In  pursuance  of  this  the  inhabitants  took  out 
I  confirmations  of  their  lands  and  tenements  under 
I  the  hand  and  seal  of  Colonel  Nicolls,  the  first 

English  Governor  under  the  Duke  of  ^'ork.  in  which 
j  their  title  under  the  Dutch  is  recited.     The  form 

of  these  confirmations  appear  to  be  everywhere  the 

same. 

Governor  Nicolls  likewise,  granted  unimproved 
lands  to  any  who  were  willing  to  settle  and  improve 
I  them;  and  these  first  grants  were  made  without  any 
!  previous  survey  or  without  reciting  any  certain 
j  boundaries,  but  only  to  contain,  for  example,  100, 
I  200.  or  300  acres  adjoining  such  another  mnn's 
I  land  or  a  certain  hill,  or  river,  or  rivulet. 
I  .Subsequent  governors  made  land  grants  witii 
surveys  or  without,  as  it  pleased  them.  Some  parted 


-:.  ,-r.;>: 


.'V.'' ■ ;  ■  . '  I  -!>Mi 


■.:n 


■  '  '  ■  -  ■  ■  :  :■ 


294 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  A  LB  AX Y. 


with  valuable  lands  and  large  tracts  for  a  mere  trifle 
to  their  favorites.  Land  was  plenty.  The  few  who 
had  influence  with  the  government,  and  desired  in- 
crease of  power  and  wealth,  saw  their  opportunity 
in  large  territory  which  they  might  settle  with  de- 
pendents. 1  he  evil  that  came  from  such  a  policy 
has  cursed  this  State  even  to  our  day;  giving  us 
confusion  of  titles  and  boundaries:  vexatious  and 
expensive  lawsuits;  many  bitter  contentions,  that 
have  grown  so  mighty  as  to  move  the  whole  body 
politic;  and  kept  many  hard-working  tenants  and 
their  families  in  a  condition  but  little  better  than 
abject  servitude,  with  all  its  consequences  in  ig- 
norance and  lawlessness.  Albany  County  is  a 
witness  of  this  condition  of  things.  The  article 
on  Anti  rentism  in  this  volume  clearly  exhibits 
the  evils  that  have  sprung  from  feudal  tenures, 
rents  conditioned  upon  leases  in  perpetuity,  and 
exacted  by  the  Patroons  and  their  assignees.  The 
conflicting  opinions  of  learned  legal  authority  are 
perplexing  to  the  lay  citizen.  The  financial  ruin 
of  many  so-called  tenants,  and  the  physical,  mental 
and  moral  degradation  frequently  consequent 
upon  this  condition  of  things,  are  too  patent  for 
denial,  and  excite  commiseration.  This  state  of 
things  shows  that  a  great  wrong  has  been  the  nat- 
ural outgrowth  of  the  policy  of  such  land  grants 
made  long  ago,  no  doubt,  at  first,  with  a  worthy 
purpose.  Nor  is  there  any  doubt  that  the  Patroons, 
or  original  landholders,  regarded  their  manorial 
claims  as  beneficial  to  the  State  as  well  as  advan- 
tageous to  themselves.  They  designed  to  treat  the 
farmers  who  occupied  their  lands  with  justice,  and 
usually  did  treat  them  with  a  policy  both  benevo- 
lent and  lenient.  The  evils  that  resulted  were  the 
fruits  of  the  system.  One  of  the  worst  ills  that  has 
resulted  from  the  lease  system  in  this  county  has 
been  its  eflfect  upon  the  family  of  the  lessee,  which 
has  occupied  the  same  soil  for  many  years  without 
owning  anything. 

If  men  do  not  possess  the  right  of  soil,  however 
cheap  the  lease  rents,  they  never  can  be  indepen- 
dent citizens.  They  are  always  under  the  influence 
of  their  landlords.  Their  minds  are  apt  to  be- 
come debased  and  their  enterprise  destroyed. 
When  their  vassalage  becomes  hopeless,  they  live 
as  dumb,  driven  cattle. 

The  exact  boundaries  of  our  county,  and  of  the 
towns  of  which  it  is  constituted,  are  not  accurately 
defined.  Says  Mr.  J.  T.  Gardner,  in  Stale  Surrey 
Report  for  1S77  : 

"  Less  than  one  hundred  years  ago.howevcr,  sur- 
veyors, carrying  only  the  compass,  chain,  ax  and 
rifle,  contending  with  innumerable  obstacles  in 


pathless  forests,  forced  their  way  to  the  utmost 
limits  of  a  wilderness  stretching  from  the  Hudson 
River  to  Lake  Erie.  They  traversed  every  part,  and 
roughly  measured  lines,  dividing  the  lands  into  tracts 
of  suitable  size  for  coming  settlers,  and  marking  the 
lots  by  notching  or  '  blazing  '  surrounding  trees. 

"  There  has  been  no  survey  of  the  State  since 
the  pioneer  surveyors  ran  their  compass  lines 
through  the  woods. 
I  "The  maps  of  New  York  are  false  to  the  extent 
j  of  one,  two,  and  even  three  miles  in  the  positions 
ascribed  to  prominent  points.  *  *  *  It  is 
well  known  that  we  are  far  behind  the  rest  of  the 
world  in  knowledge  of  our  own  territory." 

What  is  true  of  the  State  is  measurably  true  of 
the  smaller  divisions  of  the  State,  of  which  it  is 
composed.  There  is  something  yet  to  be  done  by 
the  surveyors  and  engineers  of  the  future. 

The  sagacity  of  the  Dutch  settlers  is  shown  in 
their  selection  of  lands,  and  the  tenacitv  with 
which  they  held  possession  of  them.  They  rarely 
I  occupied  the  hills.  Their  native  Holland  was  a  flat 
country,  abundant  in  water,  lying  by  the  sea,  and 
traversed  by  rivers  and  canals.  The  early  colonists 
of  this  county  planted  their  homes,  usually,  upon 
level  tracts,  upon  the  rich  alluvium  of  the  Hudson 
River,  or  other  streams  that  run  into  it.  These 
they  were  apt  to  leave  to  their  heirs.  The  later 
German  took  the  best  he  could  find  in  the  valley  of 
the  ]\Iohawk,  or  else  looked  for  his  home  on  some 
fertile  spot  but  a  little  removed  from  some  stream. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  patents  of  lands  located 
in  or  near  Albany  County  by  the  Dutch  Govern- 
ment from  1630  to  1634,  so  far  as  they  now  have 
been  found  recorded  in  the  Book  of  Patents  and 
Town  Records.  It  will  interest  the  many  de- 
scencants  of  our  original  landholders: 

Kiliaen  Rensselaer:  Indian  land  east  of  Hudson, 
Rensselaerwyck,  August  6,  1631;  Indian  land  west 
of  Hudson,   Rensselaerwyck,   August  13,  1631; 
Indian  land,  Papskenea,  Rensselaerwyck,  April  13, 
t   1637;  Indian  land,  Katskill,  April   19,  1649;  In- 
;  dian  land,  Claverack,  Ma}- 14,  1649.  Jan  Michelsen: 
i  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  May  23,  1650.     Rutger  Jacob- 
sen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  April  23,  1652.    Goosen  G. 
Van  Schaick:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  April  23,  1652. 
Anthonie  De  Hooges,  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  April  23, 
1652.    Cornells   Teunissen:    a   lot,  Beverwyck, 
April  23,  1652.  Andries  Heibertsen:  a  lot,  Bever- 
wyck, April  23,  1652.     Dirck  Jansen;  a  lot.  Bever- 
I  wyck,  April  23,  1652.     Arent  Andriessen:  a  lot, 
j  Jkverwvck,  April  23,  1652.     Volkert  Jansen:  a 
lot,  Beverwyck,  April  23,  1652.     Albert  Gerriisen: 
'  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  April  23,  1652.    Jacob  Adrien- 
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sen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  April  23,  1652.  Willem 
Teller:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  April  23,  1652.  An- 
netje  Bogardus:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  April  23,  1652. 
Tennis  Jacobsen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  April  23,  1652. 
Rut  Adriensen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  April  23.  1652. 
Jacob  Janz  Schermerhorn:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  No- 
vember 9,  1653.  Jochem  Backer:  a  lot,  Bever- 
wyck, April  23,  1653,  Pieter  Loockermans:  a 
lot,  Beverwyck,  July  7,  1653.  Hans  Kierstede:  a 
lot,  Beverwyck,  July  18,  1653.  Ryer  Elberlsen: 
a  lot,  Beverwyck,  October  25,  1653.  Laurens 
Lourenzen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  October  25,  1653. 
Jochem  Kettelhuii  n:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  October  25, 
1653.  Evert  Janz  Van  Embden:  a  lot,  Bever- 
wyck, October  25,  1653.  Casper  Jacobsen:  a  lot, 
Beverwyck,  October  25,  1653.  ]Michel  Reycker- 
sen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  October  25,  1653.  Hen- 
drick  Andriessen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  October  25, 
1653.  Jan  Verbeck:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  October 
25,  1653.  Thomas  Jansen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  Oc- 
tober 25,  1653.  Andries  DeVos:  a  lot  of  wood- 
land, Beverwyck,  October  25,  1653.  Thomas 
Sandersen:  two  lots,  Beverwyck,  October  25,  16^3. 
Rut  Adriensen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  October 
25>  1653.  And.  Janz  Appel  Van  Leyden:  two 
lots,  Beverwyck,  October  25,  1653.  Jacob  Janz 
Schermerhorn:  two  lots,  Beverwyck,  October  25, 
1653,  Jan  Labadie:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  October 
25i  '653.  Laurens  Jansen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck, 
October  25,  1653.  Captain  Abram  Staets,  a  lot, 
Beverwyck,  October  25,  1653.  Jacob  Hendrick 
Sibbinck:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  October  25,  1653. 
Jacob  Symonz  Klomp:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  October 
25)  1653.  Hags  Brunysen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck, 
October  25,  1653.  Jan  Frs.  Van  Hoesen:  a  lot, 
Beverwyck,  October  25,  1653.  Gillis  Pietersen:  a 
lot,  Beverwyck,  October  25,  1653.  Captain  Abram 
Staets:  Cicheckawick,  north  of  Claverack,  March 
17,  1654.  Leendert  Phillipsen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck, 
March  24,  1654.  Hendrick  ]\Larcelis:  a  lot, 
Beverwyck,  March  24,  1654.  Gillis  Pietersen:  a 
lot,  Beverwyck,  April  14,  1654.  .Wynent  Gerrit- 
sen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  August  29,  1654.  Ad.  J. 
Van  Leyden  Appel:  a  lot  for  an  inn,  Beverwvck, 
December  16,  1654.  Ph,  Pietersen  Schuyler:  two 
lots,  Beverwyck,  June  16,  1656.  Adrien  Janz 
Ilpendam:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  October  28,  1656. 
Mattheus  Abrams:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  October  28, 
1656,  Claes  Hendricksen:  tsvo  lots,  Beverwyck, 
September  25,  1657.  Pieter  Jacobsen:  a  lot, 
Beverwyck,  February  23,  165S.  Jeremias  Van 
Rensselaer:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  Februarv  2^,  1658. 
Sander  Senderts  Glen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  July  13, 
1658.    Ph.  Pietersen  Schuyler:  a  lot,  Beverw)ck, 


September  10,  1658.  Pieter  Meersen:  a  lot, 
Beverwyck,  October  31,  1658.  Thomas  Cham- 
bers; a  lot,  Beverwyck,  November  S,  1653. 
Volckert  Jansen,  et  al. :  a  plantation.  Fort  Orange, 

March  31,  1659.   -Andriessen:  a  plantation, 

Fort  Orange,  March  19,  1659.  Arent  \'an  Curler: 
a  plantation,  Beverwyck,  !March  23,  1659.  Pieter 
Hartgers:  two  lots,  Beverwyck,  September  i,  1659. 
jan  Daretha:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  February  5,  1660. 
Peter  Jacobsen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  February  23, 
1660.  Peter  Mees:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  August  17, 
1660.  Jan  Costers  Van  Aecken;  a  lot.  Beverwyck, 
March  7,  1661.  Jan  Tomassen:  two  lots,  Bever- 
wyck, March  10,  1661.  Rutger  Jacobsen,  et  al. : 
Pachnach  Killick  Lland,  near  Beverwyck,  March 
10,  1 66 1.  Rutger  Jacobsen:  Constable's  Island, 
Beverwyck,  March  19,  1661.  Arent  Van  Curler, 
et  al. :  Indian  land,  Schonowe,  July  27,  1661. 
Schenectady,  Great  Flatt  confirmed  April  6,  1662. 
Jan  Jansen  Van  Hoesen:  Indian  land,  Claverack, 
June  5,  1662.  J.  B.  Wemp,  et  al. :  ^Martins 
Island,  Schenectady,  November  r2,  1662.  Peter 
Bronck:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  1663.  Symon  Syrnonz 
Groot:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  May  11,  1663.  Casper 
Jacobsen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  December  29,  1663. 
Jan  Tomassen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  iNIarch  10,  1664. 
Cornells  Van  Nes:  twenty-one  morgen,  Schenec- 
tady, June  I,  1664.  Teunis  C'ornelissen:  twenty- 
four  morgen,  Schenectady,  June  16,  1664.  Sy- 
mon DeBakker:  twenty-four  morgen,  Schenectady, 
June  19,  1664.  Pieter  Adriensen:  twenty-six  mor- 
gen, Schenectady,  June  16,  1664.  Willem  Teller: 
twenty-three  morgen,  Schenectady,  June  16,  1664. 
Ph.  Pietersen  Schuyler:  Indian  tract,  Half-Moon, 
July  10,  1664. 

All  lands  within  this  State  are  allodial,  so  that, 
subject  to  their  liability  to  escheat,  the  owners 
hav'e  entire  and  absolute  property  in  them,  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  their  respective  estates.  No 
leases  can  now  be  made  of  agricultural  lands  for  a 
time  longer  than  twelve  years,  and  all  quarter  sales 
or  other  restraints  upon  alienation,  reserved  in  any 
grant  hereafter  made,  arc  void  in  law. 

Albany  County  never  had  any  State  lands  except 
those  occupied  by  State  buildings.  It  has  no 
United  States  land  except  that  occupied  by  the 
Watervliet  Arsenal  and  the  Government  building  in 
Albany.  It  has  had  no  Gospel  or  school  lands,  no 
literature  lands,  no  military  land  grants,  nor  were 
any  patents  covering  its  territory  or  any  part  of  it, 
ever  granted  originally  by  the  English  government. 
Some,  of  its  citizens,  as  the  Livingstons,  the  Schuy- 
lers,  and  the  Van  Rensselaers,  had  large  patents 
located  in  other  parts  of  the  State. 
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THE  BEAVER  AND  THE  FUR  TRADE. 


THE  earliest  industry  in  the  territory  now  called 
Albany  County  was  the  beaver  trade.  Nothing 
else  brought  the  first  Dutch  adventurers  to  New 
Netherlands,  as  nothing  but  the  love  of  gold  led  the 
earliest  adventurers  from  our  Eastern  States  to  the 
mines  of  California.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  beaver, 
we  cannot  tell  how  much  longer  the  settlement  of 
our  county  would  have  been  deferred.  A  brief  ac- 
count of  this  fur-bearing  rodent,  and  of  the  impor- 
tant relation  he  sustained  to  our  early  history,  seems 
due  to  him.  Without  it  our  work  would  be  in- 
complete. 

How  much  he  was  esteemed  is  shown  in  part  by 
the  local  preservation  of  his  honored  name  in 
Beverwyck,  Eeaverkill,  Beaver  street,  Beaver  block 
and  the  like. 

We  begin  with  a  description  in  popular  language 
of  the  beaver  himself,  that  we  m.ay  better  under- 
stand his  character  and  habits. 

The  beaver  is  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  of 
all  animals.  It  is  between  three  and  four  feet  in 
length,  and  weighs  from  forty  to  sixty  pounds.  Its 
teeth,  which  are  long,  broad  and  sharp,  project 
considerably  beyond  the  jaw,  and  are  curved  like 
a  carpenter's  gouge.  In  its  fore-feet  the  toes  are 
separated,  as  if  designed  to  answer  the  purposes  of 
fingers  and  hands.  Its  hind-feet  are  accommo- 
dated with  webs,  suited  to  the  purpose  of  swim- 
ming. In  no  animal  does  the  social  instinct  and 
habit  appear  stronger  or  more  general  than  in  the 
beaver.  Wherever  a  number  of  these  animals  are 
found,  they  immediately  form  an  association  to 
carry  on  their  common  business.  Their  societies 
are  generally  formed  in  June  and  July,  and  fre- 
quently number  two  or  three  hundred,  all  united 
in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  whole  communitv. 

The  society  of  beavers  seems  to  be  regulated  alto- 
gether by  natural  dispositions  and  laws.  It  is  one 
of  peace  and  aftection.  guided  by  one  principle. 
No  contention  or  disagreement  is  ever  seen  among 
them;  but  harmony  and  unity  prevail  throughout 
their  dominion.  The  principle  of  this  union  is  not 
the  superiority  of  any  individual;  there  seems  to  be 
among  them  nothing  of  the  authority  or  inllucnce 
of  a  leader  or  chief  Their  association  has  the  as- 
pect of  a  pure  democracy,  founded  on  the  principle 


of  perfect  equality  and  the  strongest  mutual  attach- 
ment. 

\\'hen  these  animals  are  collected  together,  they 
give  attention,  first,  to  their  public  alTairs.  Being 
amphibious,  they  spend  part  of  their  time  in  the 
water.  Their  first  work  is  to  find  a  situation  con- 
venient for  both  their  land  and  water  purposes.  A 
lake  or  a  running  stream  of  water  is  chosen  for 
their  habitation,  selected  always  of  such  depth  that 
they  may  have  sufticient  room  for  swimming  under 
the  ice.  They  seem  to  have  an  eye  lo  undisturbed 
possession.  Such  is  their  foresight  or  instinct,  that 
they  are  said  never  to  form  an  erroneous  judgment. 
Having  selected  their  site  thus  carefully,  they  next 
construct  a  dam;  and  so  well  chosen  are  both  the 
place  and  form  of  this,  their  home,  that  no  engi- 
neer could  give  them  a  better,  either  for  conven- 
ience, strength  or  duration. 

The  materials  used  are  wood  and  earth.  If  there 
be  a  tree  on  the  side  of  the  river  which  would  nat- 
urally fail  across  the  stream,  several  beavers  go  to 
work  with  their  teeth,  with  great  diligence,  to  fell 
it.  Trees  twenty  inches  in  diameter  are  thus 
thrown  across  a  stream  as  the  formation  of  their 
dam.  Others  are  cutting  down  smaller  trees,  which 
they  divide  into  convenient  lengths.  Others  serve 
as  porters,  conveying  the  trees  to  the  needed  places; 
and  others,  still,  engage  in  the  masonry  of  the 
work.  The  earth  is  brought  in  their  mouths, 
formed  into  a  kind  of  mortar  with  their  feet  and 
tails  and  spread  over  the  interstices  between  the 
stakes  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  the  whole  imper- 
vious to  water.  The  magnitude  and  extent  of  these 
dams  is  marvelous  when  we  consider  the  artisans 
and  their  instruments.  They  are  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  feet  in  length,  and  from  six  to  twelve  feet 
thick  at  the  base,  forming  ponds,  frequently  of 
500  or  600  acres. 

When  the  public  works  are  completed,  their 
domestic  concerns  next  engage  their  attention. 
The  beavers  separate  to  build  houses,  each  division 
for  itself,  along  the  borders  of  the  pond.  These 
houses  are  of  an  oval  form,  resembling  a  haycock 
in  appearance,  ami  varying  from  four  to  ten  feet  in 
diameter,  according  lo  the  number  of  families  they 
are  tlesigned  to  accommodate.  In  these  huts  the 
families  of  beavers  live,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their 
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labors.  But  if  any  injury  is  done  to  their  pul)lic 
works,  the  whole  society  unites  to  repair  it. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  peace  and  regularity 
which  prevail  through  the  whole  commonwealth. 
No  discord  ever  appears  in  any  of  their  families; 
every  beaver  knows  his  own  apartment  and  store- 
house, and  there  is  no  pilfering  or  robbing  from 
one  another. 

The  color  of  the  beaver  varies  with  the  climate, 
being  nearly  black  in  the  colder  regions,  and  grow- 
ing brown  in  the  warmer.  Its  fur  is  of  two  sorts, 
one  being  long,  coarse  and  of  little  use;  the 
other  consisting  of  a  fine,  thick  down,  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  long,  which  has  the  com- 
mercial value. 

The  beaver  attains  its  greatest  magnitude  and  its 
highest  perfection  of  society  only  where  it  is  un- 
disturbed by  man.  Hence  it  makes  its  home  only 
in  uncultivated  regions,  retreating  as  man  ap- 
proaches. 

Some  idea  of  the  trade  in  beaver,  in  those  prim- 
itive times,  may  be  gathered  from  the  facts  which 
follow. 

The  ship  Nieu  Nederlandt  took  1,500  beaver 
and  500  otter  skins  from  Fort  Orange  at  the  close 
of  the  first  season. 

The  number  of  beavers  reported  from  New 
Netherlands  in  1624,  as  Hazard  tells  us,  were 
4,000;  also  700  otters — all  valued  at  27, 125  guild- 
ers. About  10  years  later  the  returns  were  14,891 
beavers  and  1,413  otters,  estimated  at  134,000 
guilders. 

The  ship  Arms  of  Amsterdam  sailed  from  New- 
Amsterdam  September  23,  1626,  and  arrived  in 
Amsterdam,  November  4th.  following,  with  a  cargo 
of  7,246  beaver  skins,  853^  otter  skins,  48  mink 
skins,  36  wild  cat  skins,  33  mink  and  34  rat  skins, 
besides  some  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  buckwheat, 
canary  seed,  beans  and  flax,  and  considerable  oak 
and  hickory. 

In  1632,  the  Dutch  Colonists  were  reported 
to  have  sent  over  to  Holland  "15,000  beaver 
skynnes,  besides  other  commodities.  " 

About  1633,  it  was  estimated  that  about  16,000 
beaver  skins  were  sold  in  the  Hudson  river  trade, 
mostly  at  Fort  Orange. 

The  value  of  furs  exported  in  1626  was  reckoned 
at  about  %\^,ooo\  in  1632  it  had  been  raised  to 
$30,000. 

In  1638,  the  States  General  observe  tiiat  nothing 
comes  from  New  Netherlands  but  beaver  skins, 
minks  and  other  furs.  About  this  time  the  fur  trade 
was  made  free.     Every  boor  became  a  fur  trader. 
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The  trade  in  furs  at  Albany  was  very  flourish- 
ing in  the  years  from  1645  to  i66o. 

In  1645,  an  arrival  of  tobacco  and  beavers  is 
i  reported  in  Amsterdam — the  latter  invoiced  as  "10 
cases  containing  2,137  pieces  of  beavers, which, 
valued  at  7  guilders,  amount  to  14,959  tiwrins. 

The  number  of  furs  exported  from  Fort  Orange 
and  vicinity  in  1656,  amounted  to  34,480  beaver 
;  and  300  otter  skins.     In  1658  the  number  reached 
I  57,640  beaver  and  300  otter  skins. 

In  1657,  according  to  the  record  of  Johannes 
Dyckman,  40,940  beaver  and  otter  skins  were 
shipped  to  New  Amsterdam  from  Fort  Orange,  now 
Al  bany. 

I      Here  we  take  note  of  the  commercial  value  of 
beaver. 

When  specie  was  scarce  and  paper  money  had 
not  come  into  use,  beaver  skins  and  wampum,  or 
seawant,  were  used  among  the  people  as  currency. 

In  1656  a  beaver  skin  was  worth  8  to  10  guilders, 
or  $3.50  to  $4.  The  former  was  the  usual  price, 
the  real  value  of  which  would  be  $3.  20  in  our  cur- 
rency.   One  guilder  equals  40  cents. 

In  1676  "good  merchantable  beavers"  were 
valued  at  i  2  shillings  a  piece  or  9  shillings  a  pound. 
A  negro  boy,  nine  years  old,  hale  and  sound,  was 
valued  at  the  sum  of  twenty-eight  merchantable 
beavers  in  this  same  year. 

Wheat  and  other  goods  were  often  sold  at 
"  beaver  price. "  In  1678  five  schepels,  equal  to 
about  three  pecks,  of  wheat  were  valued  at  one 
beaver. 

In  April,  1680,  the  Labadists,  Bankers  and  Sluy- 
ter  paid  each  one  beaver  price,  25  guilders  in 
seawant.  for  their  boat  passage  from  New  York 
to  Albany.  A  guilder  seawant  was  worth  about 
one-third  is  much  as  a  guilder  beaver. 

In  1705  thirty  beavers  were  valued  at  £\'i. 

During  these  years  the  boschloopers  or  bush -run- 
ners, who  made  it  their  business  to  meet  the  In- 
dians on  their  trails  to  Albany  and  go  to  their  vil- 
lages with  the  purpose  of  intercepting  their  trade, 
caused  much  excitement.     In  1655,  orders  forbid- 
ding this  kind  of  traffic  were  made  by  the  Court. 
These  ancient  drummers  were  not  allowed  to  drive 
trade  in  this  way  ;  nor  were  the  merchants  allowed 
I  to  allure  the  Indians  having  peltry  to  sell,  to  their 
own  houses.    After  this  the  magistrates  rescinded 
'  the  order.    Governor  Stuyvesant  was  next  called 
j  in  by  the  savages  themselves  to  interfere  ;  and  in 
j   1660,  at  a  meeting  with  the  Indians,  he  assured 
I  them  of  his  displeasure  at  the  conduct  of  these  in- 
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terlopers,  who  interfered  with  their  right  to  trade 
with  whom  they  chose,  and  promised  liis  protec-  I 
tion  if  they  used  even  blows  to  keep  off  these  offi-  j 
cious  middlemen  or  any  other  mercenary  inter-  | 
meddlers,   who  shut  them  into  their  houses  to 
compel  their  trade  while  in  Beverwyck. 

The  fur  trade  was  so  profitable  at  Fort  Orange, 
that  fur  traders  from  New  Amsterdam,  and  others 
who  had  no  residence  near  this  fort,  engaged  suc- 
cessfully in  competition  with  the  Patroon  and  his 
officers  and  merchants,  by  intercepting  the  Indian 
hunters  and  by  advancing  the  price,  much  to  the 
detriment  of  the  Beverwyck  traders.  This  led  to  I 
a  great  deal  of  trouble.  The  fort  erected  on 
Bearen  Island  and  the  controversy  that  followed,  as 
stated  in  another  part  of  this  work,  were  the  out- 
growth of  this  foreign  intermeddling  in  what  the 
Patroon,  for  a  time,  regarded  as  his  exclusive 
right. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  this  trade  did 
much  to  demoralize  the  inhabitants  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck.    Agriculture  for  a  long  time  was  neglected, 
and  every  other  pursuit,  except  hunting  and  trad- 
ing in  furs.    Every  farmer  left  tilling  his  land  and 
became  a  fur  trader  as  soon  as  the  restrictions 
were  taken  off  and  the  trade  was  free  to  every  one. 
Legitimate  methods  of  securing  the  wealth  that  i 
this  business  promised,  were  violated.     Not  only 
were  the  Indian  trails  filled  with  drummers,  and  all  j 
the  arts  of  flattery  and  special  attention  bestowed  j 
upon  the  fur-bearing  traveler  from  the  woods  as  he  | 
came  to  the  village   of  Beverwyck,  but  he  was  | 
bribed  by  trifling  gifts  and  made  drunk  w^ith  fire- 
water.   Strifes  arose  among  the  people,  and  quar- 
rels among  the  savages.  Cheating  became  common. 
The  Dutchman's  hand  balancing  a  pound  of  bea-  ! 
ver  in  the  scale,  and  his  foot  two  pounds,  as  stated 
by  the  veritable  Knickerbocker  in  his  ''History 
of  New  York,"  if  not  strictly  true,  as  it  may  have 
been,  illustrates  one  of  the  methods  of  cheating  the 
Indian. 

The  trade  in  fur  began  seriously  to  diminish 
about  1660.    The  beavers  had  either  been  trapped 
and  skinned,  or  had  retreated  to  regions  north  and 
west,  farther  away  from  the  white  man.    The  re- 
■sources  of  the  Indians  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Beverwyck  had  become  nearly  exhausted.  Scarcity 
of  furs  on  their  tramping  ground  was  felt  by  them 
and  the  traders.    They  had  sold  some  of  their 
land,  and  what  remained  possessed  no  value  to 
them.   They  parted  with  it  for  trifles  to  the  settlers,  | 
who  now  began  to  give  more  attention  to  cultivat-  j 
ing  the  soil  as  their  best  resource  for  a  livelihood,  j 
About  this  time  (1661)  several  important  families,  1 


including  Commissary  Arent  Van  Curler,  the  In- 
dians" friend,  purchased  the  ''Great  Flatts,"  where 
now  is  Schenectady,  and  began  a  settlement.  This 
diverted  much  trade  from  Beverwyck,  which  led 
to  rivalry  and  much  bitter  feeling  between  the  two 
neighboring  villages. 

Dankers  and  Sluyter,  in  1680,  made  the  fol- 
lowing entry  in  their  journal,  speaking  of  Fort 
Orange  : 

"  As  this  is  the  principal  trading  fort  with  the 
Indians,  and  as  the  privilege  of  trading  is  granted 
to  certain  merchants,  there  are  houses  or  lodges 
erected  on  both  sides  of  the  town,  where  the  In- 
dians who  come  from  the  far  interior  to  trade,  live 
during  the  time  they  are  there.  This  time  of  trad- 
ing with  the  Indians  is  at  its  hight  in  the  month 
of  June  and  July,  and  also  in  August,  when  it  falls 
off,  because  it  is  then  the  best  time  for  them  to 
make  their  journey  there  and  back.  " 

In  1687,  Governor  Dongan  speaks  of  the  inter- 
meddling of  the  Governor  of  Canada  with  the  lur 
trade.  Sixty  young  men  of  Albany  and  some  Al- 
bany Indians  had  undertaken  a  trading  expedition 
to  the  distant  tribes,  and  on  their  return  were  in- 
tercepted and  taken  prisoners,  with  their  goods,  by 
the  French  and  Canada  Indians.  He  complains 
that  the  revenue  of  the  province  was  very  much  re- 
duced by  the  course  taken  by  Canada  in  persuad- 
ing the  Indians  to  take  their  furs  to  [Montreal,  or 
by  depredations  like  the  above.  He  adds,  "in 
other  years  we  used  to  ship  off  for  England  35,000 
or  40,000  beavers,  besides  peltry,  and  this  year 
only  9,000  and  some  hundreds  peltry  in  all." 

In  1699,  the  Indians  in  council  at  Albany,  com- 
plained of  the  diminishing  value  of  the  beaver 
trade,  alleging  that  the  earlier  traders  lived  in  small 
huts,  but  now  are  grown  rich  and  high,  and  wea: 
fine  clothes  and  dwell  in  great  houses,  and  all  this 
from  profits  on  the  beavers,  which  they  brought 
from  afar  on  their  backs.  And  now  they  paid  little 
for  beaver  and  put  a  large  price  on  their  goods. 

In  1700,  the  vigilant  and  judicious  Governor 
Bellomont  writes  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty: 
"The  beaver  trade  here  and  at  Boston  is  sunk  to 
little  or  nothing,  and  the  market  is  so  low  for  beaver 
in  England  that  'tis  scarce  worth  the  transporting. 
I  have  been  told  that  in  one  year,  when  this  prov- 
ince was  in  possession  of  the  Dutch,  there  were 
66, GOO  beaver  skins  exported  from  this  town  (New 
York),  and  this  last  year  there  was  but  15,241 
beaver  skins  exported  hence,  from  24th  of  June, 
'99,  to  24th  of  June,  1700.  *  *  *  A  few  years 
ago  beaver  skins  sold  in  London  at  14  shillings 
a  pound,  and  then  the  custom  was  but  4d.  the 
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skin.  Now  beaver  has  fallen  to  5  shillings  per 
pound  in  England  and  pays  9d.  per  skin  here, 
3d.  per  skin  freight,  and  i2d.  when  it  is  un- 
shipped in  England. "  The  Governor  then  urges 
the  bad  effects  of  such  a  state  of  things  on  popula- 
tion and  trade,  and  advises  free  trade  in  peltry. 
He  also  claims  that  it  is  wise  to  keep  the  Indians  in 
favor  with  the  King,  by  a  policy  that  will  encourage 
him  in  his  favorite  pursuit  of  hunting  and  selling 
beaver. 

On  the  19th  of  July,  xyoi,  the  Sachems  of  the 
Five  Nations  deeded  all  their  beaver  hunting  lands 
in  the  Province  of  New  York  and  vicinity  to  King 
William  III  of  England  and  his  successors.  The 
quit  claim  deed  was  made  at  Albany,  signed  and 
sealed  by  Governor  John  Nanfan  and  the  Sachems 
of  the  Senecas,  ^^lohawks,  Cayugas,  Onondagas  and 
Oneidas,  and  comprehended  a  territory  claimed  as 
extending  800  by  400  miles.  John  J.  Bleecker, 
Mayor,  and  the  Aldermen  and  other  city  officers 
were  present  as  witnesses.  The  only  consideration 
seems  to  have  been  protection  of  their  persons  and 
possessions  against  the  French.  The  only  reserva- 
tions made  were  peaceable  homes  and  free  hunting 
to  themselves  and  their  descendants. 

It  having  been  found  that  the  French,  through 
their  missionaries,  were  rapidly  gaining  upon  the 
English  in  the  matter  of  profitable  trade,  Governor 
Bellomont,  in  January,  1701,  proposes  to  the  Lords 
of  Trade  some  course  by  which  this  trade  could  be 
diverted  from  the  French  and  turned  from  ]\Iissis- 
sippi,  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  to  the  English  col- 
onies. He  writes  thus  from  New  York:  "  In  order 
to  this  design  the  beaver  trade  ought  to  be  encour- 
aged by  Parliament — -all  duties  wholly  taken  off, 
both  here  and  in  England,  from  beaver  and  other 
peltry  exported  from  this  Province.  *  *  *  * 
The  French  King,  to  encourage  the  beaver  trade, 
has  ordered  the  Parliament  of  Paris  to  put  forth 
and  requiring  all  the  halters  to  mix  a  certain 
quantity  of  beaver's  furr  in  all  their  hats,  under  a 
severe  penalty,  which  is  a  wise  course,  and  I  wish 
our  Parliament  would  take  such  a  course  to  help 
the  consumption  of  beaver,  which  at  present  is 
grown  almost  out  of  use  in  England  since  Carolina 
halts  have  been  so  much  and  fur  halts  so  little  in 
fashion."  The  following  table  gives  the  value  of 
furs  imported  from  the  Province  of  New  York  for 
the  years  from  171  7  to  1723: 

£     S.  (I.:  £     s.  d. 

'7i7-i8  10,704    3  II  1720-21  6,659    4  I' 

'7'8->9   7.138    2    s  1711-22   7,045    3  10 

•7'9-20   7,487  16    5  1722-23  8,333    5  4 

In  1721,  the  Worshipful  jMayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  City  c>f  Albany  adopted  most 


stringent  rules,  designed  to  put  an  end  to  long-ex- 
isting abuses  in  the  Indian  trade.  They  forbade, 
under  penalties  of  ^"5  and  upwards:  i.  Receiving 
or  concealing  in  their  houses  or  elsewliere  any 
packs  of  furs  belonging  to  any  Indian.  2.  Lodg- 
ing and  entertaining  any  Indian  or  squaw,  except 
Sachems,  in  their  houses  or  other  buildings.  3. 
Conveying  any  Indian,  his  wives  or  children  in  any 
wagon  or  cart  from  the  westward  towards  Albany, 
or  any  of  his  goods,  without  payment.  4.  Carry- 
ing Indians  or  their  goods,  in  like  manner,  for  any 
other  person  for  a  price  or  a  gift.  5.  Speaking  to 
any  Indian  outside  the  stockades  and  coming  from 
the  West,  or  enticing  them  to  trade.  6.  Employ- 
\  ment  of  brokers. 

I  The  whole  purpose  of  the  ordinance  was  to 
leave  the  matter  of  trade  with  the  Indians  them- 
selves, they  going  to  any  person  whom  they  chose 
without  influence  or  hindrance. 

At  other  times  orders  were  passed  restricting  the 
sale  of  firearms  and  intoxicating  drinks  to  the  sav- 
ages. 

The  importance  of  the  trade,  the  character  of  the 
I  traders,  and  the  evils  that  existed  are  made  evident 
j  by  these  ordinances. 

I 

j  The  struggle  between  the  English  in  New  York 
I  and  the  French  in  Canada  for  the  control  of  the 
I  beaver  trade  was  very  great,  especiallv  during  the 
first  fifty  years  of  the  eighteenth  century.  This  was 
carried  on  by  regulating  the  prices  paid  the  Indian 
hunters,  who  carried  their  goods  where  they  could 
secure  the  best  returns.  The  prices  paid  depended, 
of  course,  very  much  upon  what  the  colonial 
traders  could  realize  in  the  European  market.  It 
appears  that  the  beaver  had  taken  himself  from  the 
beaver  dams  of  New  York  to  more  secluded  places 
in  Canaaa  and  the  North,  because  he  was  more  re- 
mote from  danger.  But  the  hunter  found  him  in 
his  northern  resort  and  took  the  precious  fur  beaver 
in  great  numbers.  Canada  had  the  advantage  of  a 
near  market;  but  the  English  took  good  advice, 
and,  with  Anglo-Saxon  good  sense,  offered  the  fur 
merchants  free  trade  and  a  better  price,  and  made 
it  up  by  increased  manufactures,  and  sales  at  ad- 
vanced rates.  The  Indians  were  belter  paid  by  the 
I  English  colonial  trader  and  carried  their  furs  to  the 
j  better  paying  market.  So  it  appears  from  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  colonial  traders  and  Governors 
in  the  Colonies  both  of  Canada  and  New  York, 
during  the  years  from  about  1720  to  1750.  The 
English  thus  secured  the  most  of  the  Five  Nations 
as  their  friends — a  great  loss  to  the  French.  And 
yet,  by  priestly  art  and  smuggling,  the  Canadians 
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had,  much  of  the  time,  a  good  trade.  In  the 
two  years  1746  and  1747,  the  French  Company  of 
the  Indies  realized  a  profit  of  430,785  livres  from 
the  beaver  trade  alone. 

Peter  Kalm,  the  intelligent  Swedish  naturalist, 
who  visited  Albany  in  1749,  throws  light  upon  the 
fur  traffic  as  it  appeared  to  him  at  that  time.  He 
writes:  "Albany  carries  on  considerable  commerce 
with  New  York,  chiefly  in  furs,  etc.  *  *  * 
There  is  not  a  place  in  all  the  British  Colonies,  the 
Hudson  Bay  Settlements  excepted,  where  such 
quantities  of  furs  and  skins  are  bought  of  the  In- 
dians as  at  Albany.  IMost  of  the  merchants  in  this 
town  send  a  clerk  or  agent  to  Oswego,  an  Indian 
trading  town  upon  the  Lake  Ontario,  to  which  the 
Indians  resort  with  their  furs.  *  *  *  The  mer- 
chants from  Albany  spend  the  whole  summer  at 
Oswego,  and  trade  with  many  tribes  of  Indians 
who  come  to  them  with  their  goods.  Many  people 
have  assured  me  that  the  Indians  are  frequently 
cheated  in  disposing  of  their  goods,  especially  when 
they  are  in  liquor,  and  that  sometimes  they  do  not 
get  one-half  or  even  one-tenth  of  the  value  of  their 
goods.  I  have  been  a  witness  to  several  transac- 
tions of  this  kind.  The  merchants  of  Albany  glory 
in  these  tricks,  and  arc  highly  pleased  when  they 
give  a  poor  Indian  a  greater  portion  of  brandy  than 
he  can  bear,  and  when  they  can,  after  that,  get  all 
his  goods  for  mere  trifles.  The  Indians  often  find, 
when  they  are  sober  again,  that  they  have  been 
cheated.  They  grumble  somewhat,  but  are  soon 
satisfied  when  they  reflect  that  they  have,  for  once, 
drunk  as  much  as  they  are  able  of  a  liquor  which 
they  value  beyond  anything  else  in  the  whole 


world,  and  they  are  quite  insensible  to  their  loss  if 
they  again  get  a  draught  of  this  nectar.  Besides 
this  trade  at  Oswego,  a  number  of  Indians  come  to 
Albany  from  several  parts,  especially  from  Canada; 
but  from  this  latter  place  they  hardly  bring  any- 
thing but  beaver  skins.    There  is  a  great  penalty  in 
Canada  for  carrying  f4ars  to  the  Pmglish,  that  trade 
I  belonging  to  the  French  West  India  Company  ; 
I  notwithstanding  which  the  French  merchants  in 
i  Canada  carry  on  a  considerable  smuggling  trade. 
I  They  send  their  furs  by  means  of  the  Indians  to 
I  their  correspondents  in  Albany,  who  purchase  it  at 
]  the  price  they  have  fi.xed  upon  with  the  French 
!  merchants.    The  Indians  take  in  return  several 
kinds  of  cloth  and  other  goods,  which  may  be  got 
here  at  a  lower  rate  than  those  which  are  sent  to 
Canada  from  France. " 

Smith,  the  historian,  in  1757,  speaks  of  the  fur 
trade  as  "very  much  impaired  by  f>ench  wiles 
and  encroachments." 

Coneiogatchie.  one  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Iroquois, 
I  in  a  speech  made  in  council  in  1782,  said:  "  Your 
I  traders  e.xact  more  than  ever  for  their  goods  and  our 
,  hunting  is  lessened  by  the  war,  so  that  we  have  fewer 
j  skins  to  give  for  them.  This  ruins  us.  We  are  poor. " 
j  Elkanah  Watson,  in  1788,  speaks  of  the  trade  in 
i  furs  at  Albany  as  extinct.  The  British  Hudson 
'.  Bay  Company  was  then  carrying  on  the  trade. 

Albaiiy  Gazette,  in  1796,  speaks  hopefully  of 
a  revival  of  the  fur  trade  in  the  city,  nine  wagon 
loads  of  furs  and  peltries  having  been  received  by 
j  one  of  the  merchants  from  the  Northwest  territory. 
But  it  was  only  a  temporary  matter.  The  old-time 
fur  trade  was  no  more. 


SLAVERY  LN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


SLAVERY  was  introduced  at  an  early  day  into  ' 
the  American  colonies.    The  first  introduction 
of  African  slaves  was  in  161 9,  by  a  Dutch  vessel 
sailing  up  the  James  River  in  Virginia,  and  selling 
twenty  negroes  from  .'\frica  to  the  planters.  The 
trade  in  negro  slaves  did  not  increase  very  rapidly 
until  after  1700.     In  1714  the  whole  number  of  { 
slaves  in  the  colonies  was  55,850;  of  this  number  i 
about  30,000  had  been  imported.     In  1S08,  the 
total  number  imported  was  not  le.ss  than  400,000.  ' 

The  United  States  Constitutional  Convention  of  ! 
1774  resolved  to  discontinue  the  slave  trade.     In  I 
1789,  the  Convention  to  frame  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution looked  to  the  abolition  of  the  traflic  in  iSoS. 


On  March  2,  1807,  Congress  passed  an  act  against 
the  importation  of  .African  slaves  into  the  United 
States  after  january  i,  180S. 

In  violation  of  these  laws,  the  trade  continued  to 
an  alarming  degree  for  many  years:  and  as  late  as 
1855.  New  York  city  was  largely  engaged  in  the 
nefarious  business.  An  article  in  De  Bow's  Re- 
view in  1855,  quotes  Captain  Smith,  who  says: 
"  New  York  is  the  chief  pc)rt  in  the  world  for  the 
slave  trade,  and  is  head-quarters  for  fitting  out  ves- 
sels for  all  the  slave  ports. " 

As  early  as  1628,  frequent  mention  is  made  01 
blacks  owned  as  slaves  in  the  colony  of  New 
Netherlands.    The  \\'est  India  Company  in  1629, 
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granted  to  "all  persons  ^vho  will  plant  colonies 
in  New  Netherlands,  to  supply  them  with  as  many 
blacks  as  they  conveniently  can,  on  condition  and 
in  such  manner  that  they  shall  not  be  bound  to 
act  for  a  longer  time  than  they  shall  think  proper.'' 
It  appears  that  parties  who  leased  land  from  the 
Company  also  leased  servants  or  slaves  from  indi- 
viduals for  a  term  of  years.  The  Company  itself 
was  not  above  this  business,  since  we  learn  that  in 
1644,  Nicholas  Toom,  of  Rensselaerwyck,  acknowl- 
edges the  receipt  of  a  young  black  girl  to  be  re- 
turned at  the  end  of  four  years,  "  if  yet  alive, to 
the  Director-General  or  his  successor.  In  1650, 
the  West  India  Company  sold  at  Albany  "a  farm- 
house, hay-loft,  two  mares  and  a  horse,  and  a 
negro,  all  now  in  use  by  Thomas  Hall.  " 

In  1650,  the  States  General  of  Holland  sub- 
mitted a  plan  to  the  deputies  of  the  West  India 
Company  that  the  inhabitants  of  New  Netherlands 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  purchase  negroes  wheresoever 
they  may  think  necessary,  except  on  the  coast  of 
Guinea,  and  bring  them  to  work  on  the  bouweries 
on  payment  of  a  duty.  They  also  gave  permission 
to  import  as  many  negroes  as  were  required  for 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil  under  certain  conditions 
and  regulations. 

In  these  early  days  of  slavery  the  price  varied, 
$100  to  $200  being  the  value.  Rev.  Johannes 
Polhemus,  a  colonial  minister,  paid,  in  1664,  $175 
for  a  slave.  Ren.sse]aer  Nicol  gave  permission  to 
Jan  De  Decker,  October  S,  1664,  to  sail  from 
Albany  with  eight  negroes  for  the  French  planta- 
tions of  Martinico  and  Guadaloupe.  Slaves  could 
be  emancipated  after  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  of 
service  to  the  Company.  At  a  court  of  iNIayor  and 
Aldermen  for  the  city  of  Albany,  Myndert  Freder- 
ickse's  negro,  Hercules,  was  found  guilty  of  steal- 
ing a  chest  of  wampum  from  his  master,  and  the 
court  sentenced  him  "to  be  whipped  throu  ye 
towne  att  ye  cart  tale  by  ye  hands  of  ye  hangman 
forthwith,  for  an  example  to  oyrs,  and  his  masters 
to  pay  ye  costs."  He  confessed  the  theft,  and  said 
he  entered  by  an  open  window.  This  appears  in 
City  Records.  1686.  In  the  Records  of  1679  it  is 
resolved,  "That  all  Indians  within  the  colonv  were 
free,  nor  could  they  be  forced  to  be  servants  or 
slaves." 

The  Colonial  General  Assembly  in  1683  enacted 
laws  detining  the  pri\ileges  of  slaves:  also  em])ow- 
ering  officers  to  follow  and  arrest  runaway  slaves. 
They  could  not  gise,  sell,  or  trust  any  commoi:litv 
whatsoever,  under  penalty  of  corporal  punishment; 
neither  was  any  person  allowed  to  buy  of  a  slave 
or  trade  with  one.    The  old  colonial  statutes  are 


filled  with  laws  relating  to  negroes  and  slaves.  We 
quote  the  substance  of  some  of  them.  In  1704, 
liquors  were  not  to  be  sold  to  negroes  or  Indians 
on  the  Sabbath,  and  tavern  keepers  were  forbidden 
to  entertain  or  harbor  them  in  their  houses.  In 
1705,  an  act  was  passed  to  prevent  negro  slaves 
from  running  away  from  Albany  to  the  French  in 
Canada.    Other  acts,  passed  at  sundry  times,  for- 

j  bade  all  trading  with  those  who  were  in  bondage: 
allowed  owners  to  punish  with  discretion;  no  more 
than  three  slaves  to  meet  together  under  penalty  of 
whipping;  pro\'ided  that  a  slave  who  struck  a  man 
or  woman  professing  Christianity  must  be  im- 
prisoned fourteen  days;  the  testimony  of  negroes 
good  only  in  plotting  among  themselves;  forbade 
slaves  to  be  further  away  from  Albany  than  Sara- 
toga under  penalty  of  death,  except  with  master  or 
mistress;   encouraged   the  baptizing  of  negroes, 

j  Indians,  and  mulattoes.    The  law  of  1730  pro- 

j  vided  that  no  person  shall  traffic  with  a  slave: 
that  no  one  shall  sell  to  a  slave  rum  or  other  strong 
drink  under  a  penalty  of  forty  shillings:  that  each 
town  or  manor  have  awhipper  of  slave?,  to  be  paid 

I  not  exceeding  three  shillings  a  head;  that  anv  one 
harboring  a  slave  shall  forfeit  to  the  master  ^5  for 
every  twenty -four  hours,  but  not  to  e.xceed  the 
value  of  the  slave;  that  the  owners  of  slaves  are 
liable  for  thefts;  and  that  no  slave  shall  carrv  fire- 
arms. In  1775,  ^  1^^^'  ^'■'''^s  enacted  that  slaves  must 
do  military  duty  in  cases  of  imminent  danger,  and 
that  one  or  more  slaves  above  the  age  of  fourteen, 
in  time  of  invasion,  found  a  mile  or  more  from 
the  habitation  of  his  master,  without  his  consent 
or  a  written  pass,  was  adjudged  a  felon,  and  it  was 
lawful  for  the  person  so  finding  any  slave  to  shoot 
him. 

The  early  laws  of  the  State  relative  to  slaves, 
referred  to  their  services  in  the  American  armv. 
The  act  of  1788  revised  many  of  the  existing  laws, 
and,  in  1793,  a  law  existed  binding  all  owners  of 
slaves  to  have  them  housed  at  an  earlv  hour.  In 
1798,  the  corporations  of  Albany  and  New  York 
j  frequently  granted  warrantee  deeds  of  slaves. 

The  price  of  slaves  was  as  changeable  as  other 
commodities.  In  1710,  Melgert  Vanderpool  sold 
a  negro  for  and  a  negrcss  for  £1^.   In  1790, 

Captain  Bloodgood,  of  the  sloop  Olive  Branch, 
carried  a  slave  from  Albany,  the  property  of  Mrs. 
Staats,  to  Antigua,  and  sold  him  for  /"^f. 

In  1 76 1  a  law  was  passed  which  laid  a  fine  of 
^10  on  every  master  who  allowed  a  slave  to  beg. 

In   1710,   Harmanus  Fisher,  of  .Mhany.  states 
that  his  negro,  Yorke.  had   been  f  aind  guilty  of 
1  burglary  and  sentenced  to  be  Mhipped  round  the 
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city,  to  receive  nine  lashes  on  his  bare  back  at 
every  corner.  The  sentence  was  not  executed,  but 
the  sheriff  dunned  Fisher  for  ^13  7s.,  the  amount 
allowed  by  law  for  the  service. 

In  November,  1793,  several  attempts  were  made 
to  fire  the  city  of  Albany  by  slaves.  Some  were  ar- 
rested and  confessed  their  guilt.  In  January,  1794, 
Pomp,  the  property  of  Matthias  Visscher,  bought  of 
Jacob  Roseboom,  Jr.  ,in  lySSJoVjfgo,  a  negro  slave, 
was  charged  with  having  set  fire  to  the  stables  of 
Leonard  Gansevoort.  He  was  tried  and  found  guilty. 
Bett  and  Deane,  two  female  slaves,  were  also  tried 
as  accomplices  and  convicted  of  the  same  offense. 
All  were  sentenced  to  be  hanged.  On  January  24th 
the  sentence  was  respited  for  six  weeks.  The  two 
girls  were  hanged  on  the  14th  [March,  and  Pomp  on 
April  iith.  The  gallows  was  erected  on  Tyburne 
Hill,  in  the  rear  of  the  house  of  the  late  Rufus 
H.  King,  near  the  lower  part  of  Fayette  street. 
The  concourse  of  people  to  witness  the  executions 
was  immense. 

A  custom  prevailed  in  slavery  days  of  advertising 
them  when  for  sale,  and  the  newspapers  generally 
had  one  or  more  of  these  "  Negro  for  Sale  "  adver- 
tisements in  them.  We  give  a  few  samples  :  In 
1784,  the  executors  of  ]\Iis.  Schuyler  offered  for 
sale  at  auction,  at  Lewis'  Tavern  "  A  likely  negro.  ' 
In  1796,  we  find  :  "  To  de  sold.  — A  healthy,  active 
negro  wench  in  her  nineteenth  year.  Can  be  rec- 
ommended for  honesty  and  sobriety,  and  sold  for 
no  fault. "  "A  negro  wench  about  thirty  years  old, 
strong  and  healthy,  for  sale."  "For  sale. — A 
healthy  negro  wench  about  thirty  years  old  ;  can 
be  recommended  for  honesty  and  good  conduct. 
ALso,  her  two  male  children,  both  in  good  health. 
One,  nearly  three  years  old,  until  he  arrives  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years.  The  other,  about  four 
weeks,  will  be  sold  for  life." 

The  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  State  of  New 
York  was  agitated  at  the  formation  of  the  first 
constitution  in  1777.  When  John  |ay  urged  the 
early  abolition  of  slavery  he  declared,  "Till  America 
comes  to  this  measure,  her  prayers  to  heaven 
will  be  impious."  Other  early  statesmen  and  philan- 
thropists advocated  this  great  doctrine  of  law  and 
liberty,  and  claimed  freedom  and  protection  as  the 
inherent  right  of  all  men. 

The  agitation  was  continued  in  this  and  other 
States.  The  first  to  abolish  slavery  were  Penn- 
sylvania and  Massachusetts  in  17S0;  New  Jersev, 
provisionally,  in  1784 — all  children  born  of  a 
slave  woman  after  1804  to  be  free  in  1820.  In 
1784  and  1797,  Connecticut  provided  for  gradual 
extinction.    In  Rhode  Island  after  17S4,  no  person 


!  could  be  born  a  slave.  The  ordinance  of  1787 
forbade  slavery  in  the  territory  northwest  of  the 
Ohio.  New  York  provisionally  abolished  slavery 
in  1799  ;  twenty-eight  years'  ownership  being  al- 

j  lowed  to  those  born  in  slavery  after  this  date. 
This  was  the  commencement  of  successive  legisla- 
tive acts  and  amendments  for  the  years  including 
1801-04-07-09-10.  In  1813,  laws  were  enacted 
relative  to  vagabond  slaves,  and  to  prevent  kidnap- 
ping, with  severe  penalties.  In  181 7,  a  new  law- 
was  passed  with  more  severe  penalties,  and  a  more 
important  amendment — no  less  than  a  final  decree 
of  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  State  of  New  York — 
was  added  as  follows  :  "'And  be  it  further  enacted 
that  every  negro,  mulatto  or  mustee  within  the 
State,  born  before  July  4,  1799,  shall  from  and 
after  the  4th  day  of  July,   1827,  be  free."  This 

i  law  was  passed  by  twenty  affirmative  votes,  out  of 
a  total  of  thirty-two  in  the  Senate;  and  by  seventy- 
five,  out  of  a  total  of  128,  in  the  Assembly.  It  was 
signed  by  Governor  De  Wiit  Clinton. 

The  enactment  of  181 9  made  it  a  misdemeanor 
to  send  awa}-  from  the  State  any  slave  or  servant 
except  such  as  might  have  been  pardoned  by  the 
FLxecutive  for  some  oft'ense  ;  and  owners  of  slaves 
who  resided  for  ?  time  in  other  States  were  for- 
bidden to  sell  to  parties  not  resident  within  the 
State.  This  was  the  last  enactment,  and  the  in- 
stitution ceased  to  exist  in  the  Empire  State,  July 
4,  1827. 

For  the  most  part  the  slaves  of  the  Dutch  were 
employed  as  domestic  servants,  and  their  condition 
was  not  as  hard  as  that  of  those  who  performed  out- 
door work.  The  treatment  of  the  negroes  was  gen- 
erally humane.  Stories  of  cruelty  among  Albany 
County  slaves  were  seldom  heard.  Laws,  it  is  true, 
were  passed  for  their  punishment  as  well  as  for  their 
protection.  Among  slave-owners,  in  many  in- 
stances, an  attachment  was  formed  that  lasted 
through  life.  The  slaves  were  usually  faithful  and 
true  to  their  masters  and  mistresses,  and  asitle  from 
their  being  bond  slaves  and  chattels,  their  lot  was 
comparatively  happy.  The  blacks  who  were  farm- 
ers or  mechanics  were  allowed  their  own  domestic 
animals. 

Negro  slavery  existed  in  iis  mildest  form  in  Al- 
bany County,  not  only  in  the  Dutch,  but  in  the 
English  colonial  days,  and  in  its  latter  years,  after 
!  the  Revolution.  Individual  exceptions  to  this 
i  statement  were  very  rare.  It  was  so  among  the 
j  farmers  and  mechanics  of  Rensselacrwyck,  as  well 
!  as  among  the  merchants  and  gentry  in  and  near  the 
1  City  of  Albany.  The  testimony  of  the  excellent 
i  Mrs.  Grant,   in  her   "Memoirs  of  an  American 
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Lady,"  is  appropriate  here.  She  writes:  "In  the 
society  I  am  describing,  even  the  dark  aspect  of 
slavery  was  softened  into  a  smile.  And  I  must, 
in  justice  to  the  best  possible  masters,  say  that  a 
great  deal  of  that  trancjuillily  and  comfort,  to  call 
it  by  no  higher  name,  which  distinguished  this  so- 
ciety from  all  others,  was  owing  to  the  relation  be- 
tween master  and  servant  being  better  understood 
here  than  in  any  other  place.  Let  me  not  be  de- 
tested as  an  advocate  for  slavery,  when  I  say  that  I 
think  I  have  never  seen  people  so  happy  in  servi- 
tude as  the  domestics  of  the  Albanians.  One  rea- 
son was  that  each  family  had  few  of  them,  and  that 
there  were  no  field  negroes.  They  would  remind 
one  of  Abraham's  servants,  who  were  all  born  in 
the  house,  which  was  exactly  their  case.  The\'  were 
baptized  too,  and  shared  the  same  religious  instruc- 
tion with  the  children  of  the  family,  and  for  the 
first  years  there  was  little  or  no  difference  with  re- 
gard to  food  or  clothing  between  their  children  and 
those  of  their  masters.  I  have  nowhere  met  with 
instances  of  friendship  more  tender  and  generous 
than  that  which  here  subsisted  between  the  slaves 
and  their  masters  and  mistresses." 

Affectionate  and  faithful  as  these  home-bred 
servants  were  in  general,  there  were  some  in- 
stances, but  very  few,  of  those  who,  through  levity 
of  mind,  or  a  love  of  liquor  or  finery,  betrayed 
their  trust  or  habitually  neglected  their  duty.  In 
these  cases,  after  every  means  had  been  used  to 
reform  them,  no  severe  punishments  were  inflicted 
at  home.  But  the  terrible  sentence,  which  they 
dreaded  worse  than  death,  was  passed; — they  were 
sold  to  Jamaica. 

One  must  have  li\ed  among  those  placid  and 
humane  people  to  be  sensible  that  servitude— hope- 
less, endless  servitude — could  e.xist  with  so  little 
servility  and  fear  on  the  one  side,  and  so  little 
harshness  or  even  sternness  of  authority  on  the 
other. 

Amidst  all  this  mild  and  really  tender  indulgence 
to  their  negroes,  these  colonists  had  not  the  small- 
est scruple  of  conscience  with  regard  to  the  right 
by  which  they  held  them  in  subjection.  Had  that 
been  the  case,  their  singular  humanity  would  have 
•been  incompatible  with  continued  injustice.  But 
the  truth  is,  that  of  law,  the  generality  of  diose 
people  knew  little;  and  of  philosopliy,  nothing  at 
all. 

They  sought  their  code  of  morality  in  the 
Bible,  and  there  imagined  they  found  this  hap- 
less race  condemned   to  perpetual  slavery;  and 


thought  nothing  remained  for  them  but  to  lighten 
the  chains  of  their  fellow  Christians,  alter  havin.g 

I  made  them  such. 

Arguments  for  the  right  are  of  small  account  as 
weighed  against  interest.  The  irrepressible  con- 
flict at  last  came,   and   involved  the  nation  in 

I  a  cruel,  bloody  and  expensive  civil  war.    It  decided 

I  that  the  system  of  human  slavery  was  a  national 
evil,  and  could  not  be  extended  and  protected  as  a 
national  institution.  Blood  and  iron  in  this  great 
conflict  severed  the  fetters  of  every  black  man  in 
the  land,  and  legalized  slavery  was  blotted  for- 
ever from  the  constitution  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States.  The  people  of  Albany  County  did 
well  their  part  in  this  great  struggle. 

I  Records  and  statistics  relating  to  the  number  of 
slaves  in  this  county  are  very  incomplete,  and  not 
wholly  reliable.  Those  given  below  are  compiled 
from  census  returns  and  other  sources.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  the  enumeration  of  negroes  or 
blacks,  as  the  early  record  did  not  often  disdnguish 
the  slaves.  It  may  be  presumed  that  most  persons 
counted  as  negroes  before  1800  were  slaves. 

The  following  lists  exhibit  all  we  are  able  to 
give  at  this  writing: 

I.  Negroes  in  the  State  census,  including  slaves, 
in  specified  years:  1790,  25,978;  1800,  31,320; 
1810,  40,350;  1820,  39,367;  1830,  44,949:  1840, 

I   50,031;    1850,    49,069;    i860,     49,145;  1870, 

j   52,  549:  1880,  56, 121. 

I  2.  Negroes  in  Albany  County,  inclusive  of 
j  slaves,  in  the  years  specified:  1698,  23;  1714,  213; 
I  1723,  808;  1731,  1,273;  1737,  1,630;  1749,  1,480; 
I  1756,  2,119;  1771.  3.877;  i795>  4,094;  i8co, 
i    2,oy4;  1810,    1,638;  1820,    1,271;   1S30,  1,595; 

1840,  1. 314;  1850,  1,194;  1^60,939;  1S70,  1,095; 

1880,  ,367. 

3.  Colored  persons  in  the  towns  of  Albany 
County  in  1880,  were  as  follows: 

Albany,  1,036;  Berne,  i;  Bethlehem,  91;  Coey- 
1  mans,  59;  Cohoes,  17;  Guilderland,  2;  Knox,  2; 
New  Scotland,  25;  Rensselaerville,  o;  Watervliet, 
131;  Westerlo,  3;  total  1,367. 

4.  We  gather  the  following  census  of  slaves  in 
this  County  by  towns: 

Albany,  18 10,  256;  1820,  109.  Berne,  18 10, 
35;  1820,  30.  Bethlehem,  18 10,  137;  1S20,  73. 
Coeymans,  1810,  loi;  1820,  36.  Colonie,  1810, 
30.  Guilderland,  iSio.  66;  1S20,  47.  Rensse- 
laerville, 1790,  11;  1 810,  21;  1S20,  14.  Water- 
vliet, 1790,  730;  1810,  128;  1S20,  96.  Westerlo, 
1820,8.    Total  1790,  741;  1810,  772;  1820,  413. 
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HOMICIDES  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


Collected  and   J^-rraiiged   by  ET^ISHA.  MACK. 


1 687  CASPERS,  indicted  for  caus- 

ing the  death  of  his  negro  girl.  No 
record  of  trial. 

1767. — -Jack,  the  negro  of  James  StarUng,  in- 
dicted for  murder. 

Two  indictments  against  Sarah  Seecles  for  child 
murder. 

1780. — Pomp,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Pete, 
both  negro  slaves  of  George  Sharp. 

1782. — Joseph  Bettys,  convicted  of  treason  and 
murder.  Conditionally  pardoned  by  General 
Washington.     Recaptured  for  murder  and  hanged. 

1806.  — Daniel  Chambers,  Jr.,  indicted  for  kill- 
ing Peter  Roff.  Tried  and  convicted  of  man- 
slaughter. Sentenced  to  State  Prison  for  tiiirteen 
calendar  months. 

George  Van  Derwerken  and  John  C.  Hemstraat  i 
were  indicted  for  killing  Peter  Rotl    Tried  and 
acquitted. 

John  Pye,  innkeeper,  whose  house  was  feloni- 
ously entered  in  the  night-time,  shot  and  fatally 
wounded  the  burglar — a  case  of  justifiable  homicide.  ! 

1807.  — Benjamin  Gates,  indicted  for  the  murder 
of  an  Indian  named  Joe.    Tried  and  acquitted. 

181 1. — Isaac  Killan,  indicted  for  manslaughter  ; 
in  the  first  degree.    Tried  and  acquitted.  | 

18 13. — Thomas  Burns  and  Joseph  IMosher,  in-  | 
dieted,  tried  and  convicted  for  the  murder  of  John  j 
E.  Conklin  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged.  Burns  j 
was  executed.  INIosher  was  respited  bv  Governor  ! 
Tompkins  until  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature. 
He  was  subsequently  pardoned.  | 

1815.  - — Anson  Spooner  was  sentenced  to  State  ' 
Prison  for  manslaughter  for  the  term  of  five  years.  ' 

David  Allen,  Jr.,  indicted  for  murder,  was  dis- 
charged by  order  of  the  court.  , 

18 1 6.  — James  Walsh,  convicted  of  manslaughter. 
18 18,- — James  Hamilton,   indicted,   tried  and 

convicted  for  the  murder  of  IVIajor  Beniamin  Bird- 
sail.     He  was  sentenced  to  be  hanged.  E.xecuted 
November  6,  1818.  I 
1820. — Jack  Van  Patten,  indicted  for  murder  ! 
and  assault  and  battery.    Tried.    Verdict:  "Not 
guilty  of  murder,  but  guilty  of  assault  and  battery  ' 
only."    Sentence:  County  Jail  for  thirty  days.  1 


1823.  — Robert  Anderson — trial  for  murder — was 
acquitted. 

1824.  — Barent  Haner,  indicted  for  killing  a 
negro  with  a  club.  Tried,  convicted  and  sen- 
tenced to  State  Prison  for  ten  years. 

1825.  — William  Bell  and  Samuel  Bromley,  in- 
dicted for  manslaughter.  Tried.  Bromley  was 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  State  Prison  for  ten 
years.    Bell  was  acquitted. 

1826.  — James  ^^'i!son,  indicted  for  the  murder 
of  John  Queen.    Tried  and  acquitted. 

Robert  Carhart,  indicted  for  murder,  was  tried 
and  convicted  of  manslaughter.  Sentence:  State 
Prison  for  twelve  years. 

1827.  — Jesse  Strang,  indicted,  tried  and  con- 
victed for  the  murder  of  John  Whipple.  He  was 
sentenced  to  death,  and  executed  August  24, 
1827. 

Elsie  D.  Whipple,  indicted  as  accessory  before 
the  fact,  for  the  murder  of  her  husband,  John 
Whipple.    Tried  and  acquitted. 

182Q.- — George  Thomas,  indicted  for  murder. 
Tried  and  con\  icted  of  manslaughter  in  the  second 
degree.  Sentenced  to  State  Prison  for  seven 
years. 

1831. — John  Snyder,  indicted  for  murder.  Con- 
victed of  manslaughter  and  sentenced  to  State 
Prison  for  two  }ears. 

William  Wilson,  for  killing  Thomas  Piatt,  was 
indicted  for  manslaughter.  Convicted  of  an  assault 
and  battery,  and  sentenced  to  the  County  Jail  for 
three  months. 

William  Lackey,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Peter 
Turner.  Tried  and  found  guilty  of  manslaughter 
in  the  third  degree.  Sentenced  to  State  Prison  for 
three  years. 

1833. — Geerge  Sims,  convicted  of  manslaughter 
in  the  fourth  degree.  Sentence:  State  Prison  for 
two  years. 

1835.  — Daniel  Riley,  tried  for  murder.  Ac- 
quitted. 

1836.  — John  Hamilton,  indicted  for  the  murder 
of  William  DulTy.    Tried  and  acquitted. 

Sally  Ann  Harden,  indicted  for  murder.  Tried 
and  acquitted. 
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1837.  — Daniel  Murray,  convicted  of  manslaugh- 
ter in  the  fourth  degree.  Sentence:  Jail  for  forty 
days. 

1838.  — Thomas  Rector,  indicted  for  the  murder 
of  Robert  Shepherd  by  striking  him  on  the  head 
with  a  wooden  bar,  fracturing  his  skull.  He  was 
tried  and  convicted.  A  new  trial  was  granted,  the 
venue  fixed  at  Ballston,  Saratoga  County,  where 
he  was  convicted  of  manslaughter  in  the  second 
degree.  Sentenced  to  State  Prison  for  seven 
years. 

George  Thompson,  indicted  for  the  murder  of 
John  Johnson  by  striking  him  on  the  head  with  a 
cart-stake,  fracturing  his  skull.  Tried  and  con- 
victed. Sentenced  to  be  executed;  commuted  to 
State  Prison  for  life. 

Jane  Dupang,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  her  in- 
fant by  drowning.  Tried.  The  jury  did  not  agree. 
Prisoner  discharged. 

1839.  — Isaac  Hallenbake,  indicted  for  man- 
slaughter in  the  fourth  degree,  causing  the  death  of 
Seth  B.  Barman,  under  twelve  years  of  age,  by  ad- 
ministering to  him  spirituous  liquors.  Acquitted. 

1840.  — ^Jacob  Leadings,  indicted  for  murder — 
killing  his  wife,  Harriet,  by  shooting  her  with  a 
gun.  Tried,  convicted  and  sentenced.  Was  exe- 
cuted December  29,  1840. 

Edward  Snooks,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Mary 
Jenks.    Tried  and  acquitted. 

184 1.  — Henry  P.  Van  Zandt,  indicted  for  mur- 
der.   Tried  and  acquitted. 

Aaron  Hughes,  indicted  for  murder.  Tried  and 
convicted  of  manslaughter  in  the  second  degree. 
Sentence:  State  Prison  for  seven  years  three  months 
and  eleven  days. 

Bridget  Hughes,  indicted  for  murder.  Ar- 
raigned and  discharged. 

1842.  - — Louis  Bourgeois,  indicted  for  manslaugh- 
ter in  the  third  degree  by  stabbing  James  Kennedy. 
Tried  and  convicted.  Sentence:  State  Prison  for 
four  years. 

Christian  Boork  killed  his  wife  by  striking  her  on 
the  head  with  an  ax,  crushing  her  skull.  He 
ended  his  life  by  hanging  himself. 

1845.- — Robert  Black  and  Patrick  Markey,  in- 
■dicted  for  manslaughter  in  the  fourth  degree  by 
running  their  sleigh  into  another  sleigh  in  which 
was  Miss  Lydia  Oliver,  who  was  thereby  instantly 
killed.  Tried  and  convicted.  Sentence:  State 
Prison  for  two  years. 

Harman  B.  Campbell,  indicted  for  manslaugh- 
ter.   Tried  and  acquittetl. 

George  Wilson,  held  to  bail  for  manslaughter  in 
the  fourth  degree,  whereby  Mrs.  Anthony,  of  Co- 
39 


!  hoes,  was  instantly  killed  by  a  locomotive  rutming 

!  over  her.     Wilson  was  not  indicted. 

j  1S46. — Charles  Gouche,  Josej)h  and  Charles 
]\Ialay,  indicted  for  murder  by  shooting  John  Bar- 
man. On  trial,  Gouche  was  convicted  of  man- 
slaughter in  the  first  degree  and  sentenced  to  State 
Prison  for  life.    The  INIalays  were  acquitted. 

1847.  — Jeremiah  and  Eugene  Sullivan,  indicted 
for  the  murder  of  James  Smith.  On  trial,  Jeremiah 
was  convicted  of  manslaughter  in  the  third  degree. 
Sentence:  State  Prison  for  four  years.  Eugene  was 
acquitted. 

Michael  Teeven  struck  Michael  Walls  on  the 
head  with  a  stick  of  wood,  causing  death  in  a  few 
hours.    Teeven  escaped. 

1848.  - — John  McGuire,  indicted  for  murder — 
killing,  by  kicks  and  blows,  James  Connolly.  Tried 
and  acquitted. 

Thomas  Kelly,  a  lunatic,  killed,  by  shooting  and 
stabbing,  James  C.  Mull.  Kelly  died  in  the  State 
Lunatic  Asylum  in  Oneida  County. 

James  Whalen,  for  the  murder  of  Peter  Turner, 
by  beating  and  kicking  and  throwing  him  in  the 
canal,  causing  death.  Tried  and  convicted  of 
manslaughter  in  the  third  degree.  Sentence:  State 
Prison  for  seven  years. 

George  Erwin,  bailed  for  manslaughter  in  the 
second  degree.  Can  find  no  record  of  trial  or 
acquittal. 

William  IMaxted  killed  Michael  ]McGown  by 
stabbing  him  with  a  knife.  Tried.  Convicted 
of  manslaughter  in  the  third  degree.  Sentence: 
State  Prison  for  four  years. 

1849.  — Barney  Leddy,  for  the  murder  of  his 
wife  by  kicks  and  blows.  Convicted  of  man- 
slaughter in  the  first  degree.  Sentence:  Stale 
Prison  for  life. 

Th:ee  unknown  assassins  robbed  and  murdered 
Joseph  N.  Becker.     No  capture. 

John  Robinson,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Chris- 
topher Jocelyn  by  striking  him  on  the  head  with  a 
heavy  club.  Tried  and  convicted  of  manslaughter 
in  the  second  degree.  Sentence:  State  Prison  for 
seven  years. 

Eseck  Carr,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  his  wife, 
Jane,  by  poison.    Tried  and  acquitted. 

;       1850. — Reuben  Dunbar,  indicted  for  the  mur- 

!  der  of  two  small  boys,  Stephen  V.  and  David  L. 

j   Lester.      Tried,  convicted  and   sentenced  to  be 
hanged.     Executed  January  3 1 .  1S51. 

John  S.  Jackson,  indicted  for  the  murder  of 
his  mother-in-law,  Margaret  Thompson.  Tried 
and  convicted.      Sentenced  to  State  Prison  for 

I   four  years. 
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1851.  — In  the  night-time,  one  or  more  assassins 
killed,  by  kicks  and  blows,  Harriet  Smith.  No 
capture. 

John  Osborn  killed,  by  beating  with  a  stone, 
Teunis  S.  Slingerland.     Osborn  escaped. 

Susan  Gaynor,  for  manslaughter  in  the  fourth  de- 
gree.   Sentenced  to  the  Penitentiary  for  six  months. 

John  jMoore  killed  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  by  shoot- 
ing her,  tearing  off  the  upper  part  of  her  skull.  He 
then  shot  himself,  causing  instant  death. 

1852.  — Patrick  McEnroe  killed,  by  kicking  and 
beating,  Thomas  Cassidy.  Tried.  Convicted  of 
manslaughter  in  the  third  degree.  Sentence:  State 
Prison  for  two  years. 

James  Moore,  indicted  for  murder — killing  his 
wife,  Elizabeth.  Tried  and  convicted  of  man- 
slaughter in  the  third  degree.  Sentence:  State 
Prison  for  two  years. 

John  Henderson,  convicted  of  manslaughter  in 
the  third  degree.  Sentence:  State  Prison  for  two 
years. 

1853.  — ^John  Hendrickson,  Jr.,  indicted  for  the 
murder  of  his  wife,  Maria,  by  administering  to  her 
poison.  Tried  and  convicted.  Sentenced  to  be 
hanged.    Executed  May  4,  1854. 

Richard  Dyness,  indicted  for  manslaughter  in 
the  fourth  degree.  Tried,  convicted,  and  sen- 
tenced to  the  Penitentiary  for  four  months. 

1854.  — John  H.  Phelps,  indicted  for  the  mur- 
der of  his  wife,  by  stabbing  her  with  a  dirk.  Tried, 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  be  executed.  Com- 
muted to  State  Prison  for  life. 

John  H.  Hotaling  stabbed  William  Gibson, 
causing  his  death.  Tried.  Convicted  and  -  sen- 
tenced for  manslaughter  in  the  third  degree.  Sent 
to  State  Prison  for  four  years. 

Catharine  Slingerland,  an  imbecile,  killed  her 
infant  Indicted  for  murder.  Pleaded  guilty  of 
manslaughter  in  the  fourth  degree.  Sentenced  to 
the  Penitentiary  for  one  year. 

1855.  — John  Dunnigan,  indicted  for  murder — 
killing  his  wife,  Catharine.  Tried  and  convicted. 
Sentenced  to  be  hanged.  Commuted  to  State 
Prison  for  life. 

William  McCrossin,  indicted  for  the  murder  of 
Michael  Brennan,  by  shooting  him  with  a  pistol, 
causing  instant  death.     Tried  and  acquitted. 

1856.  — Patrick  Lane,  indicted  for  manslaughter 
in  the  second  degree,  by  kicking  and  beating, 
causing  the  death  of  James  Carlin.  Tried  and 
convicted.    Sentence:  State  Prison  for  four  years. 

Francis  McCann,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  his 
wife,  Agnes,  by  striking  her  on  the  head  with  an 
ax.    Arraigned.     Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter 


in  the  first  degree.  Sentenced  to  State  Prison  for 
life. 

John  Cummings,  indicted  fur  murder,  by  shoot- 
ing with  a  gun  Frederick  Stunipf.  Tried  and  con- 
victed. Sentenced  to  be  executed.  Commuted 
to  State  Prison  for  life  by  Governor  King.  Par- 
doned by  Governor  Fen  ton. 

James  Carney,  indicteil  for  the  murder  of  Patrick 
Carroll  by  throwing  stones  and  otherwise  beating 
him,  causing  his  death.  Pleaded  guilty  of  man- 
slaughter in  the  first  degree.  Sentenced  to  Slate 
Prison  for  life. 

Assassins,  unknown,  killed  Mrs.  Anastatia  Bul- 
ger. 

1857.  — Robert  Morrison,  indicted  for  man- 
slaughter, by  keeping  bears  on  a  public  thorough- 
fare, whereby  one  John  Hoey  and  an  Indian 
named  Joseph  Harney  were  killed.  Tried  and 
acquitted. 

Susan  Anthony,  indicted  for  murder — strangling 
her  infant.  Tried  and  convicted  of  manslaughter 
in  the  first  degree.  Sentenced  to  State  Prison  for 
life. 

1S58. — Robert  Morrison,  Jr.,  held  to  bail  for 
manslaughter  in  the  third  degree.  No  record  of 
trial  found. 

^Michael  Naughton,  a  boy,  indicted  for  murder — 
killing,  by  stabbing  in  the  breast  with  a  knife, 
Joseph  O'Callaghan,  Jr.  Pleaded  guilty  of  man- 
slaughter in  the  fourth  degree.  Sentenced  to  the 
House  of  Refuge. 

Thomas  N.  Francis,  indicted  for  the  murder  of 
Rachel  Hilton,  by  beating  her  with  a  bar  of  wood. 
Tried.   Verdict:  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  first 
degree.    Sentence:  State  Prison  for  life. 

John  Wilson,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Patrick 
McCarty,  by  striking  him  on  the  head  with  a 
ha'chet.  Tried  and  convicted.  Sentenced  to  be 
executed.    Commuted  to  State  Prison  for  life. 

1858.  — Mary  Hartung,  indicted  for  the  murder 
of  her  husband,  Emil  Hartung,  by  administering 
poison  to  him.  Tried,  convicted  and  sentenced 
to  be  executed.    Proceedings  stayed.  Discharged. 

William  Rheinmann,  indicted  as  accessory  for 
the  murder  of  Emil  Hartung.  Tried  and  ac- 
quitted. 

1859.  — Oscelia  Mastin,  indicted  for  causing  the 
death  of  a  young  woman  pregnant  with  child,  by 
abortion.  Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the 
second  degree.  Sentence:  State  Prison  for  four 
years. 

Catharine  Messer,  causing  the  death  of  an  infant 
by  giving  it  poison  in  porridge.  Find  no  record 
of  trial. 
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Jefferson  W.  Bennett,  indicted  for  the  murder  of 
Robert  Morrison.    Tried  and  acquitted. 

Michael  O'Brien,  indicted  for  the  murder  of 
his  wife  by  beating  her.    Trictl   and  convicted. 
Sentenced  to  be  executed.      Executed  June  3, 
1859. 

John  Osborn.  indicted  for  murder.  Pleaded 
guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  fourth  degree.  Sen- 
tenced to  tlie  Penitentiary  for  one  year. 

John  Irvin,  indicted  for  murder,  by  beating  his 
wife  with  a  club.  Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter 
in  the  second  degree.  Sentence:  State  Prison  for 
four  years. 

Adam  Murray,  indicted  for  murder — killing  John 
Cahill  by  stabbing  him  with  a  knife.  Pleaded 
guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  second  degree.  Sen- 
tence: State  Prison  for  four  years. 

1860.  — John  McCotter,  indicted  for  the  murder 
of  Thomas  O'Halloran  by  stabbing  him  with  a 
chisel.  Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the 
third  degree.  Sentenced  to  State  Prison  for  two 
years. 

Terence  Leavy.  indicted  for  the  murder  of 
Michael  Burk  by  stabbing  him  with  a  knife. 
Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  third  degree. 
Sentence:  State  Prison  for  three  years. 

1861.  — Walter  Barrett,  indicted  for  the  murder 
of  Terence  Boyle  by  stabbing  him  with  a  knife. 
Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  third  degree. 
Sentence:  State  Prison  for  three  years  and  eight 
months. 

1862.  — Michael  Hewson,  indicted  for  the  mur- 
der of  Thomas  Costello  by  stabbing  him  with  a 
knife.  Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the 
second  degree.  Sentence:  State  Prison  for  two 
years  and  eight  months. 

1863.  — William  J.  Church,  indicted  for  the 
murder  of  his  wife,  Ann,  by  stabbing  her  with  a 
knife.  Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  sec- 
ond degree.  Sentence:  State  Prison  for  twenty 
years. 

Patrick  Flynn,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  John 
N.  Colburn  by  striking  him  on  the  head  with  a 
heavy  stave.  Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter  in 
the  second  degree.  Sentence:  State  Prison  for 
seven  years. 

Matthew  Brumaghim,  indicted  for  the  murder 
of  Charles  Phillips  by  shooting  him  with  a  pistol. 
Tried  and  acquited. 

1864.  — !Mackey    Dunnigan.    mdicted    for  the 
murder  of  John  Connors  by  shooting  him  with  a 
pistol.      Pleaded  gviilty  of  manslaughter  in  the 
third  degree.     Sentence:  State  Prison  for  two  years  ! 
and  two  months.  I 


Bridget  and  David  McCarty,  indicted  for  the 
murder  of  ^lichael  Gilmartin  by  beating  him  with 
a  stove  cover  and  a  stone  or  brick-bat.  No  record 
of  trial. 

George  E.  Gordon,  indicted  for  murder  in  kill- 
ing Osven  Thompson  by  beating  him  with  a  club. 
.•Arraigned  and  tried.  Convicted  of  murder.  Sen- 
tenced to  be  e.xecuted.  Exceptions  taken  and 
carried  to  the  Supreme  Court  and  Court  of  .\ppeals. 
Final  sentence:  State  Prison  for  life. 

John  P.  Cordell,  Philip  Damp,  and  Frederick 
Damp,  indicted  for  manslaughter  in  the  first  degree, 
by  causing  the  death  of  the  wife  of  Frederick 
Damp  by  inflicting  upon  her  blows  and  otherwise 
brutal  treatment.  Acquitted. 

David  Crawley,  indicted  for  murder.  Tried. 
Verdict:  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  second  de- 
gree.   Sentence:  State  Prison  for  seven  years. 

1865.  — .Some  four  or  five  persons  were  suspected 
of  throwing  the  missile  that  struck  John  Mclnner- 
ney  on  the  head,  fracturing  his  skull  and  causing 
his  death  a  few  davs  after  the  fatal  deed.  The 
criminal  was  never  captured. 

1866.  — ^Michael  Chestnutt,  without  felonious 
intent,  struck  John  Hanna  a  blow  with  his  fist, 
causing  him  to  fall,  striking  his  head  against  some 
hard  substance,  fracturing  his  skull,  of  which 
injury  he  died.  Chestnutt  was  indicted  for  man- 
slaughter in  the  first  degree.  Convicted  of  man- 
slaughter in  the  fourth  degree.  Sentenced  to  pay 
a  penalty  of  fifty  dollars. 

Judson  W.  Palmer,  indicted  for  murder.  On 
trial  the  jury  did  not  agree  upon  a  verdict.  Dis- 
charged. 

1867.  — George  W.  Cole,  indicted  for  the  mur- 
der of  Hon.  L.  Harris  Hiscock  by  shooting  him 
with  a  pistol.  The  jury  did  not  agree.  On  th? 
secon  1  trial  the  prisoner  was  acquitted. 

1869.  — Henry  Trainor,  indicted  for  manslaugh- 
ter in  the  second  degree,  for  killing  John  Donnelly. 
Tried  and  convicted.  Sentence:  Penitentiary  for 
one  year. 

1870.  — Lorenzo  Murphy,  indicted  for  man- 
slaughter in  the  second  degree.  Sentence:  Peni- 
tentiary for  one  year. 

Robert  Pickett,  indicted  for  murder.  On  trial 
the  jury  was  withdrawn  and  .  the  prisoner  dis- 
charged. 

John  O  Neil,  indicted  for  murder.  Pleaded 
guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  third  degree.  Sen- 
tence: House  of  Retuge. 

1871.  — Lemuel  P.  Van  Hocsen,  killed  his  wife. 
Harriet  A.,  by  beating  her  head  with  a  stew-pan, 
fracturing  her  skull.    The  prisoner  was  declared 
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insane,  A  few  years  since  he  committed  suicide 
at  Omaha,  Neb. 

1872.  — William  Wilcox,  indicted  for  murder  of 
John  Seib  by  shooting  him  with  a  pistol.  Tried. 
Convicted  of  manslaughter  in  the  fourth  degree. 
Sentence:  State  Prison  for  four  years. 

Michael  HifTord.  convicted  of  manslaughter  in 
the  third  degree.     Sentence:  House  of  Refuge. 

1873.  — Emil  Lowenstein,  indicted  for  the  mur- 
der of  John  D.  Weston,  by  shooting  him  with  a 
pistol.  Tried  and  convicted.  Sentence:  death  by 
hanging.    Executed  April  10,  1874. 

Margaret  Lyons,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  an 
infant  by  administering  phosphorus.  Pleaded 
guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  fourth  degree.  Sen- 
tenced to  State  Prison  for  one  year. 

1874.  — David  Landers  was  tried  for  killing 
Thomas  Van  Aernam  by  hitting  him  on  the  head 
with  a  stone.  Verdict:  guilty.  Sentenced  to  pay 
a  penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

1875.  — Rachel  Bartell,  ■  indicted  for  causing 
death  by  abortion.  Tried  and  convicted.  Sen- 
tenced to  the  Penitentiary  for  eighteen  months. 

John  Barrett,  indicted  for  killing  Ira  B.  IMosely 
by  stabbing  him  with  a  carving  knife  in  the  breast, 
penetrating  a  lung.  Find  no  record  of  trial  or 
acquittal. 

1876.  — Lewis  Theus,  indicted  for  murder  in  the 
first  degree  by  throwing  a  butcher's  knife,  striking 
John  Gresser,  aged  fourteen  years,  causing  death. 
Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  third  degree. 
Sentenced  to  the  Penitentiary  for  three  years. 

Mar}'  A.  McDonald,  indicted  for  manslaughter 
in  the  third  degree  for  shooting  her  husband,  Rob- 
ert McDonald.    Tried  and  acquitted. 

1877.  — Edward  Scully  killed  John  Davis  by 
stabbing  him  with  a  knife.  Scully  escaped  cap- 
ture. 

1878.  — Daniel  Van  Deusen,  indicted  for  murder 
in  the  first  degree  by  stabbing  with  a  knife  Philip 
Hyde.  Pleaded  guilty  of  murder  in  the  second 
degree.    Sentence:  State  Prison  for  life. 

1879.  — John  C.  Hughes,  indicted  for  murder  in 
the  first  degree  by  stabbing  William  J.  Hadley 
with  a  knife,  causing  death.  Tried.  Verdict:  mur- 
der in  the  second  degree.  Sentenced  to  State 
Prison  for  life. 

Helaire  Latromouille,  indicted  for  murder  in 
the  first  degree  by  stabbing  with  a  knife  Cath- 
erine Dunsbach.  Tried.  Verdict:  guilty  of  mur- 
der in  the  first  degree.  Sentence:  death  by  hanging. 
Executed  August  20,  1879. 

Thomas  Mallon,  indicted  for  murder  in  the  first 
degree  by  shooting  his   wife,  Ann,  with  a  gun. 


Tried  and  convicted  of  manslaughter  in  the  fourth 
degree.    Sentence:  State  Prison  for  two  years. 

Person  unknown  murdered  Stephen  Dugan. 

1880. — William  McNcal,  indicted  for  murder  in 
the  first  degree,  by  stabbing  with  a  knife,  his  wife 
Catharine.  Tried.  Verdict:  murder  in  the  second 
degree.     Sentence:  State  Prison  for  I'fe. 

Hiram  G.  Briggs,  indicted  for  murder  in  the  first 
degree  by  shooting  Erskine  Wood.  On  motion, 
the  indictment  was  quashed.  The  prisoner  was 
arraigned  on  a  new  indictment  similar  to  the 
former.  Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the 
third  degree.  Sentenced  to  the  Penitentiary  for 
two  years. 

Charles  Burt  killed,  by  shooting  with  a  pistol. 
Catharine  Smith.  Pie  immediately  shot  and  killed 
himself 

1883.  — William  Dyer,  indicted  for  manslaughter 
in  the  second  degree  by  carelessly  driving  a  two- 
horse  team  attached  to  a  truck  wagon,  and  running 
over  a  small  boy  named  Charles  Cook,  causing  his 
death.  Tried  and  convicted.  Sentenced  to  the 
Penitentiary  for  one  year. 

Person  or  persons  unknown  killed  Michael  Bio- 
fore. 

1884.  — Peter  Edwards  killed  his  wife,  Cornelia, 
by  beating  her  with  a  hammer  and  stabbing  her 

j  with  a  butcher's  knife.     He  inflicted  injuries  upon 

I  himself  of  which  he  died. 

Catharine  Schrei  ver,  wife  of  Christopher  Schreiver, 
in  one  night  killed  four  of  her  children  by  cutting 
their  throats.  She  then  caused  her  remaining 
child,  a  daughter  nine  years  of  age,  to  accompany 
her  to  a  place  half  a  mile  distant  on  the  New  York 
Central  Railroad,  known  as  Black  Rock,  where 
the  affrighted  child,  in  obedience  to  the  stern 
command  of  her  crazed  mother,  sat  upon  the  rail, 
wl  ile  the  mother  prostrated  herself  across  the  rail- 

i  road  track.  Soon  the  down  train  came  rapidly, 
decapitating  the  mother  and  so  mangling  the  child 
that  she  too  was  soon  numbered  with  the  dead. 

Michael  Downey,  indicted  for  murder  in  the 
first  degree  by  shooting  with  a  pistol,  Dennis  Des- 
mond.   Arraigned.    Pleaded  guilty  of  murder  in 

!  the  second  degree,  and  was  sentenced  to  State 
Prison  for  life. 

Ah  Kay.  indicted  for  murder  in  the  first  degree 
by  shooting  Wee  Kee.  Both  were  Chinese.  Ar- 
raigned and  tried.    Convicted  for  murder  in  the 

second  degree.      Sentenced    to  State  Prison  for 
1  " 
I  twenty  years. 

i  Mrs.  Margaret  Ahcrn.  indicted  for  murder  in 
\  the  second  degree  by  maliciously  pushing  Peter 
I  Clark  off  a  stoop,  causing  instant  death.  Tried. 
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Verdict:  manslaughter  in  the  second  degree.  Sen- 
tence: Penitentiar}-  for  three  years. 

Assassin  unknown  killed  James  Larrison. 

Ei,iSHA  Mack,  who  industriously  and  conscientiously 
compiled  this  paper  on  "Homicides  in  Albany  Co.,"  is 
able  to  give  a  more  extended  history  of  most  of  them.  He 
has  also  written  out,  very  fully,  the  history  of  other  noted 
criminals  in  this  city  and  county,  many  of  whom  were 
brought  to  justice  by  his  own  detective  skill,  while  he  was 
(for  nearly  twenty  years)  on  the  Police  force.  No  man  ever 
held  this  trust  with  more  integrity,  and  few  with  more 
acceptance.  The  Police  records,  kept  by  those  high  minded 
Police  Magistrates — Cole,  Kane,  Comstock  and  Loveridge — 


testify  to  his  sagacity  and  skill  in  making  important  arrests, 
and  bringing  to  light  cunningly  hidden  iniquity.  Want  of 
space  prevents  us  from  inserting  some  of  his  marvelous  de- 
tails, told,  as  he  tells  them,  with  remarkable  clearness  and 
delicacy.  If  they  could  lie  printed  in  book  form  the  record 
would  be  valuable  to  the  police,  the  lawyer  and  the  Courts 
everywhere.  Mr.  Mack  was  born  in  Windsor,  Berkshire 
County,  Massachuselts.  February  7,  181 1.     Tie  came  to 

I  Albany  in  1816,  and  still  lives  among  us,  active  and  highly 
respected,  in  his  75th  year. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  number  of  murders  is  very 
small  for  a  county  so  old,  and  with  so  large  a  population 

!  made  up  of  people  of  such  varied  nationality  and  pursuit. 
The  number  convicted,  sentenced,  and  punished  with  the 
extreme  penalty,  is  also  remarkably  small. 


TRAVEL  AND  TRANSPORTATION  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


THE  native  Indian,  in  his  journeyings,  had  mark- 
ed out  his  paths  by  the  courses  of  the  stream.s, 
by  the  peaks  of  the  hills,  and  observations  of  the  sun, 
moon  and  stars.  We  have  named  them  Indian  trails, 
and  early  European  hunters,  trappers  and  settlers 
found  them  very  useful.  When  the  Indian  came 
to  navigable  waters  he  paddled  his  light  canoe, 
which  he  took  up  when  he  came  to  dangerous 
rapids  or  wished  to  cross  from  one  water  to  another, 
and  launched  in  the  desired  place  in  his  route. 

When  the  early  immigrants  from  Holland  came 
to  this  country,  they  came  up  the  Hudson  in  the 
sailing  craft  of  their  time.    The  Dutch  knew  how 
to  construct  and  navigate  ships.    The  water-way 
between  New  Amsterdam  and  Fort  Orange,  after- 
wards New  York  and  Albany,  was  m.uch  traveled 
by  the  early  adventurers  in  the  fur  trade;  by  colonial 
farmers,  settlers,  and  speculators  of  every  name;  by 
curious  travelers;  and  by  public  functionaries  of  the 
Patroons,  of  the  Dutch  West  India  Company,  and  of 
the  English  crown.    All  came  and  went  in  canoes, 
batteaux,  rafts,  or  some  kind  of  ship.    Trade  was 
carried  on  in  the  same  way  ;  and  the  trade,  of  bring- 
ing supplies  for  a  people  whose  chief  business 
was  hunting  and  trading,  whose  manufactures  and 
/arming  were  of  the  most  simple  kind,  was  large,  i 
It  took  in  return,  to  the  New  York,  West  India  \ 
and  European  marts,  furs,   peltries,   and,  after  a 
time,  the  surplus  products  of  the  forest  and  farms. 
In  all  the  years  from  the  discovery  of  the  Hudson  | 
to  the  war  for  American  independence,  the  carriages  ' 
and  the  carrying,  both  by  land  and  water,  were 
essentially  the  same.    Most  of  the  settlements  here-  1 
abouts  were  from  the  Atlantic  waters  along  up  the  1 


Hudson  River  and  the  Mohawk.  Those  few  who 
dwelt  a  little  way  off  from  them  or  other  waters, 
got  to  them,  when  necessity  or  profit  impelled, 
either  on  foot,  bearing  their  bearable  burdens  on 
their  backs,  or  using  the  rudest  conveyances  that 
ox  or  horse  ever  dragged  or  drew. 

-Some  improvements  m  carriages  were  introduced 
by  the  English  in  the  later  colonial  period  and 
especially  by  those  who  came  from  New  England. 
But  the  best  of  these,  rude  as  they  were  compared 
with  those  of  to-day,  were  few  and  owned  only  by 
the  wealthy.  The  enormous  carts  or  wagons  which 
the  early  immigrants  from  New  England  used  in 
which  to  bring  their  families  and  their  household 
goods,  created  amazement  and  amusement  to  the 
natives  along  the  Hudson  and  the  Mohawk.  But 
these  moving  Saxons  from  "the  Eastern  States  ' 
brought  ideas  with  them  and  cute  ways  of  doing 
things.  Heavy  wagons  were  used  for  transporta- 
tion in  this  vicinity  during  the  revolutionary  war; 
but  the  lighter  travel  was  pursued  on  horseback  or 
on  foot,  for  long  journeys.  For  some  years  after 
the  dawning  of  the  present  century,  there  were  no 
light  wagons  in  the  new  settlements  and  no  roads 
for  them.  The  dominie  made  his  parish  visits  on 
horseback;  the  doctor  visited  his  distant  patients 
on  horseback,  carrying  his  medicines  in  saddle-bags; 
and  the  lawyer,  taking  his  green  bag,  rode  to  court 
on  horseback.  Social  visits  were  interchanged 
between  friends  residing  at  remote  distances  in 
this  same  way.  Church-goers  in  neighboring 
towns  came  on  horseback,  several  miles,  to  attend 
ser\icc  in  Albany,  taking  all  day  and  often  spend- 
ing the  night  with  friends.   The  ^ame  horse  carried 
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the  wife,  sitting  on  the  pillion  behind  the  iuisband. 
and  frequently  an  infant  tor  baptism.  When  they 
could  not  ride,  parents  and  older  sons  and  daugh- 
ters often  walked  long  distances  to  do  an  important 
errand,  to  visit  friends,  or  to  listen  to  their  pastor's 
Sabbath  instructions.  In  one  or  {he  other  of  these 
ways  the  grist  was  taken  to  mill,  the  fleece  to  the 
wool-carder  and  clothier,  and  the  little  surplus 
produce  to  the  city  merchant. 

Time  makes  many  changes  to  meet  the  require- 
ments and  necessities  of  mankind.  New  inven- 
tions to  economize  domestic  affairs  and  to  lighten 
the  burdens  of  toil  were  sought ;  many  rude  im- 
provements were  the  result.  New  and  better  con- 
veyances, first  used  by  the  more  prosperous  citizen, 
were  introduced,  while  the  laborer  back  in  the 
forest  long  continued  to  ride  in  his  rudely  con- 
structed cart,  often  drawn  by  a  yoke  of  oxen. 

When  the  carriage  and  coach  made  their  appear- 
ance for  the  aristocracy,  the  farmer  was  usually 
content  in  the  comfort  he  realized  from  the  rude 
wagon,  the  workmanship  of  home  skill.  All  these 
vehicles  were  improved  to  meet  tlie  demand  of 
progress.  The  years  that  followed  the  first  quarter 
of  this  century  witnessed  rapid  strides  in  better 
facilities  for  intercommunication  and  the  convey- 
ances for  travel  and  transportation. 

Travel  from  Albany  to  distant  points  began  to 
assume  considerable  proportions  as  new  fields  of 
enterprise  were  opened.  Increase  of  population, 
the  multiplied  demands  of  agriculture,  manufac- 
tures and  home  industries,  brought  a  corresponding 
increase  in  travel,  trade,  and  other  branches  of 
business  which  contribute  to  prosperity.  Among 
the  first  considerations  of  a  practical  kind  was  to 
find  a  market  for  surplus  agricultural  products 
and  manufactures.  These  found  a  natural  outlet 
by  the  river,  and  commodities  were  usually  shipped 
upon  it  by  sloops  or  schooners.  Trade  was  open- 
ing beyond  Albany  westward,  along  the  Mohawk 
valley  to  Johnstown  and  even  to  Cherry  Valley. 
Roads  must  be  made.  At  first  they  naturally 
followed  the  Indian  trails.  Those  from  the  north 
and  west  were  by  five  routes  centering  in  Albany. 
In  time  they  were  improved  and  used  as  wagon 
roads  by  early  travelers,  and  served  during  the 
revolution  for  transporting  supplies  and  for  other 
military  purposes. 

The  earliest  traveled  route,  as  has  been  said, 
between  Albany  and  New  York  was  by  the  Hudson 
River.  In  1783,  the  Legislature  granted  to  Isaac 
Van  Wyck,  Talmage  Hall  and  John  Kinney,  the 
e-Kclusive  right  to  drive  stage  wagons  on  the  east 
side   of    the   river  for  the   term  of  ten  years. 


The  fare  was  fi.xcd  at  four-pence  a  mile.  A  year 
later,  communication  with  Springfield,  Ma^s. ,  was 
opened,  and  in  17S9  a  stage  commenced  running 
to  Lansingbuigh. 

Public  wagon  roads,  about  1790,  were  opened 
for  travel  east ;  also  to  \Miitcstown  on  the  west, 
which  soon  extended  to  the  Genesee  country. 
Thus  was  a  new  idea  suddenly  brought  to  the  no- 
tice of  active  men,  from  which  they  hoped  to  realize 
success  in  new  enterprises.  Among  the  first  was 
a  line  of  stages  by  way  of  Schenectady  to  Johns- 
town, Canajoharie,  Fort  Plain  and  Warrensbush. 
In  1790,  the  Legislature  granted  to  Ananias  Piatt 
the  exclusive  right  to  run  a  stage  between  Albany 
and  Lansingburgh.  In  1791,  a  stage  route  was  e.\- 
tended  by  the  Legislature  to  Bennington,  ^"t.  In 
1792,  aline  of  stages  was  established  from  Albany 
to  Whitestown,  performing  the  journey  once  in  two 
weeks.  In  the  spring  of  1793,  Moses  Beal  carried 
passengers  from  Albany  to  Canajoharie  once  a 
week  ;  the  fare  was  three  cents  a  mile.  About 
this  time  John  Hudson  established  an  opposition 
line  to  Schenectady  ;  fare,  four  shillings.  A  line 
connecting  Albany  with  the  Connecticut  River  Val- 
ley was  soon  started.  In  1794,  ~S\x.  Piatt  ran  his 
stage  between  Lansingburgh  and  Albany  twice  a 
day.  So  great  was  the  increase  in  travel,  that  in  the 
winter  of  1795  the  number  of  daily  trips  was  six  ; 
and  in  the  summer  of  1796,  it  was  necessary  to 
employ  twenty  stages  daily  between  Waterford, 
Lansingburgh.  Troy  and  Albany,  averaging  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  passengers  daily.  The 
mails  in  1796,  were  carried  between  Albany  and 
Philadelphia  in  three  days.  This  year  there  were 
five  post  routes  centering  in  Albany.  The  fare 
to  New  York  was  reduced  from  ten  to  eight 
dollars. 

After  the  war  of  the  revolution,  there  was  general 
activity  in  the  direction  of  internal  improvements. 
The  great  object  was  to  connect  existing  highways 
with  the  Mohawk  River,  extend  trade  to  other 
places,  and  bring  the  products  west  of  Schenectady 
to  Albany,  and  thence  to  New  York  for  a  market. 
The  Mohawk  not  atfording  a  continuous  route, 
on  account  of  the  Cohocs  Falls,  to  obviate  this  ob- 
struction, and  to  secure  a  more  economical  and 
expeditious  method,  the  Northern  Inland  Lock 
and  Navigation  Company  was  organized  as  early 
as  1790,  followed  in  1792  by  the  Western  Inland 
Lock  Navigation  Company,  to  connect  the  central 
lakes  with  the  Mohawk.  Philip  Schuyler  was 
president,  and  Barent  Bleecker  was  treasurer  ; 
Elkanah  Watson  and  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  were 
active  in  the  enterprise.     In  1796,540,000  worth 
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of  furs  and  peltries  were  received  by  one  Albany 
house  from  Western  companies,  and  trade  was  in- 
creasing rapidly.  The  heavy  lumbering  wagons 
with  their  four  and  six  horses,  loaded  with  tons  of 
produce  and  merchandise,  formed  a  line  on  this 
road  not  unlike  an  Eastern  caravan.  It  is  recorded 
that,  in  the  winter  of  1795,  one  thousand  two 
hundred  sleighs  passed  through  this  city  in  three 
days  with  emigrants  to  the  Genesee  Valley- 
They  were  from  New  England — ancestors  of  the 
prosperous  citizens  of  the  farms  and  shops  of  West- 
ern New  York.  They  soon  had  abundant  products 
to  sell  and  demanded  a  highway  of  trade.  It  was 
for  the  interest  of  Albany  and  New  York  that  it  be 
made.  Following  the  enterprise  of  a  few  public 
benefactors,  improved  facilities  for  transportation 
on  the  Mohawk  to  Schenectady  were  undertaken. 
In  1797,  was  incorporated  the  Albany  and  Sche- 
nectady Turnpike,  then  one  of  the  most  important 
roads  in  the  State.  It  became  the  leading  highway 
for  travel  and  traffic  connected  with  the  wonderful 
progress  then  developing  in  the  western  part  of  the 
State,  opening  lateral  outlets  of  vast  importance. 
This  road  continued  to  be  profitably  patronized 
until  the  opening  of  the  Erie  Canal  in  1S23,  when 
its  usefulness  and  profit  were  diminished.  The 
Hudson  and  Mohawk  Railroad  in  1832  was  a  great 
competitor.  Turnj)ikes  became  an  enterprise  in 
which  capitalists  eagerly  invested.  They  were  a 
great  improvement  upon  the  old  roads;  but  few  of 
them  proved  profitable  to  the  stockholder,  and 
several  of  them  are  now  abandoned. 

The  trade  that  centered  in  Schenectady  was  a 
source  of  rivalry.  To  obtain  a  share  of  the  business 
and  to  secure  a  portion  of  this  coveted  treasure, 
the  Troy  and  Schenectady  Turnpike  was  incorpo- 
rated in  i8c6,  which,  after  a  few  years  of  successful 
operation,  shared  the  fate  of  other  similar  roads. 
Travel  and  freight  have  been  diverted  to  other 
methods,  and  are  now  conveyed  by  the  agency  of 
steam. 

In  1798,  the  Legislature  chartered  the  Lebanon 
and  Albany  Turnpike;  in  1799  the  first  company 
of  the  Great  Western  Turnpike  was  chartered;  in 
1804  the  Bethlehem  Turnpike;  and  in  1805  the 
Albany  and  Delaware  Turnpike.  A  turnpike  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river  to  Catskill  was  chartered 
about  this  time.  All  these  roads  had  in  view  the 
concentration  of  travel  to  Albany,  and  for  many 
years  Albany  was  the  starting  point  of  a  score  of 
stage  lines,  and  mail  routes  diverged  in  all  direc- 
tions, extending  west  as  far  as  Buffalo. 

After  iSoo,  until  the  completion  of  the  canal, 
travel  and  transportation  to  Buffalo  and  other  points 


were  exclusively  performed  by  heavy  wagons  drawn 
by  four  or  six  horses. 

After  the  completion  of  the  canal,. Mbany  became 
a  great  highway  for  travel;  for  many  years  the 
packet  boats  were  well  patronized,  as  they  offered 
1  the   passengers   many  comforts,   and  facilitated 
social  enjoyment.    The  first  packet  boat  on  the 
canal,  direct  from  Albany,  that  visited  Buffalo  was 
the  Benjamin  Wright,  which  arrived  October  29, 
1825.    The  event  was  duly  celebrated  in  that  village. 
In  181 1,  a  line  of  stages  was  started  from  Albany 
I  to  reach  Niagara  Falls  in  three  days,  thence  to 
j  Buffalo.     The  fare  to  Canandaigua  was  $16.25. 
I      The  old  swinging  stage  coach  rumbled  over 
j  these  roads,  and  its  departure  or  arrival  was  hailed 
j  with  interest  by  the  villagers,  ^vho  gathered  at  the 
taverns  to  gossip,  to  hear  the  news  and  to  see  the 
sights. 

The  stage  owners  located  at  Albany  were  Thorp 
&  Sprague,  Rice  &  Baker,  Baker  i  Waldridge,  Hal- 
j  sted,  and  some  others.  These  parties  owned  a  good 
j  number  of  horses;  but  upon  the  completion  of 
!  the  railroads,  the  glory  and  usefulness  of  their 
I  business  departed,  and  the  iron  h(jrse  now  supcr- 
!  sedes  the  wearv  men  and  jaded  horses. 

The  year  1807  marked  a  new  era  and  introduced 
a  new  power  in  the  economy  of  travel.  From  that 
year  to  the  present,  steam  has  wrought  wonderful 
changes,  and  the  Hudson  River  claims  the  honor 
of  the  first  successful  steamboat  enterprise.  Since 
the  establishment  of  this  mode  of  travel  on  the 
Hudson  River,  steamboats  have  been  improved, 
from  the  simple  craft  of  Fulton — which  left  New 
York  on  September  5,  1807,  with  twenty-seven  pas- 
sengers, and  October  7th  with  one  hundred  pas- 
sengers, taking  from  24  to  36  hours  time  to  make 
the  trip — to  the  gorgeous  and  spacious  Hoating 
palaces  of  the  present,  which  make  the  trip  in  nine 
hours  or  less,  and  have  accommodation  for  6co  to 
800  passengers,  and  often  carry  a  larger  number. 
The  tare  on  Fulton's  boat  was  seven  dollars,  now 
it  is  from  one  dollar  to  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents. 
I  In  181 1  there  were  two  steamboats  carrying  pas- 
!  sengers  to  New  York,  the  Hope  and  North  River. 
In  I  S3  6  there  were  twelve  steamboats  and  seven 
towing  boats.  The  steamboat  travel  on  the  river 
in  past  years  has  been  immense,  btit  the  railroads 
on  either  side  of  the  river  have  become  formidable 
I  rivals  to  the  once  monopolized  privileges  of  the 
passenger  boats,  so  that  the  number  has  somewhat 
diminished  as  compared  with  former  years.  We 
have  space  to  give  ih.e  names  only  of  a  few  of  the 
principal  steamboats  that  have  ploughed  the  Hud- 
I  son  River. 
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In  1820,  the  Chancellor  Livingston,  175x50  feet. 
Had  beds  for  160  passengers  and  settees  for  40. 
Fare,  eight  dollars. 

In  1823,  the  Constitution,  Constellation,  Swift- 
sure  and  Saratoga  began  to  run 

In  182S,  the  North  America,  "  tlie  most  beautiful 
and  swift  of  the  floating  palaces  on  the  Hudson; 
or,  as  I  believe,  I  may  add  with  truth,  in  the 
world,"  says  Dr.  Charles  Stuart. 

In  1835,  the  Champlain  followed  by  the  Dia- 
mond, Swallow,  Reindeer,  Henry  Clay,  Hope  and 
Columbia.  After  1850,  by  the  Alida,  New  World, 
Francis  Skiddy,  Empire  City,  Jonas  C.  Heart. 

After  i860,  came  the  Armenia,  Daniel  Drew, 
Isaac  Newton,  Mary  Powell,  St.  John,  Chauncey 
Vibbard,  Vanderbilt,  Dean  Richmond,  and  the 
Albany. 

jNIany  of  these  recent  steamboats  have  made  the 
trip  between  New  York  and  Albany  in  se\en  hriurs 
forty-five  minutes,  and  sometimes  in  six  hours  forty- 
two  minutes. 

In  the  words  of  Lossing:  "  The  steamboat  itself 
is  a  romance  of  the  Hudson.     Its  birth  was  on  its 
waters,  where  the  rude  conceptions  of  Evans  and 
Fitch  were  perfected  by  Fulton  and  his  successors. 
Hov,'  strange  is  the  story  of  its  advent,  growth  and 
achievements!    Living  men  remember  when  the 
idea  of  steam  navigation  was  ridiculed.    They  re- 
member, too,  that  when  the  Clermont  went  from 
New  York  to  Albany  without  the  use  of  sails,  against 
wind  and  tide,  in  thirty-two  hours,  ridicule  was 
changed  to  amazement.    The  steamboat  was  an 
awful  revelation  to  the  fishermen,  the  farmers,  and 
the  villagers.     It  seemed  like  a  weird  craft  from 
Pluto's  realm, — a  transfiguration  of  Charon's  boat 
into  a  living  fiend  from  the  infernal  regions.  Its 
huge  black  pipe  vomiting  fire  and  smoke,  the 
hoarse  breathing  of  its  engine,  and  the  great  splash 
of  its  uncovered  paddle-wheels  filled  the  imagina- 
tion with  all  the  dark  pictures  of  goblins  that  ro-  i 
mancers  have  invented  since  the  foundation  of  the  I 
world.    Some  thought  it  was  an  unheard  of  mon-  j 
ster  of  the  sea  ravaging  the  fresh  waters;  others  re-  I 
garded  it  as  a  herald  of  the  final  conHagration  at  I 
the  day  of  doom.     Some  prayed  for  deliverance; 
some  fled  in  terror  to  the  shore  and  hid  in  the  re-  j 
cesses  of  the  rocks;  and  some  crouched  in  mortal 
dread  of  the  fiery  demon. 

"  The  Clermont  was  a  small  thing  compared  with 
the  great  river  steamers  of  the  present  time.  Ful- 
ton did  not  comprehend  the  majest\'  and  capacity 
of  his  invention.     He  regarded  the  Richmond  (the  | 
finest  steamboat  at  the  time  of  his  death)  as  the  per-  | 
fection  of  that  class  of  architecture.    She  was  a  ' 


litde  more  than  100  feet  in  length,  with  a  low, 
dingy  cabin,  partly  below  the  water-line,  dimly 
lighted  by  tallow  candles,  in  which  passengers  ate 
and  slept  in  stifling  air,  and  her  highest  rate  of 
speed  was  nine  miles  an  hour.  Could  Fulton  re- 
visit the  earth  and  be  placed  on  one  of  the  great 
river  steamboats  of  our  time,  he  would  imagine 
himself  to  be  in  some  magical  structure  of  fairy- 
land, or  of  forming  a  part  of  a  strange  romance;  for 
-it  is  a  magnificent  floating  hotel,  over  four  hundred 
feet  in  length,  and  capable  of  carrying  a  thousand 
guests  by  night  or  by  day  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
miles  an  hour.  Its  gorgeously  furnished  parlors, 
lighted  with  gas,  and  garnished  with  rich  curtains, 
mirrors  and  elegant  furniture;  its  cheerful  and  well- 
ventilated  dining-room;  and  its  airy  bedrooms,  high 
above  the  water,  compose  a  whole  more  grand  and 
beautiful  than  any  palace  dreamed  of  by  the  Ara- 
bian storv-tellers.  It  is  the  perfected  growth  of  the 
Indian's  bark  canoe." 

For  a  few  years,  about  1S50,  plank  roads  were 
chartered,  and  five  were  constructed  in  the  county. 
These  for  a  time  were  a  novel  enterprise,  and  com- 
manded a  large  share  of  local  travel:  but  now  they 
are  mostly  abandoned,  except  on  short  lines,  the 
travel  having  been  diverted  to  lateral  railroads. 

Since  the  first  railroad — the  Mohawk  and 
Hudson — was  built,  and  began  to  be  operated  in 
this  county  in  1832  with  its  open  coaches,  a  new 
system  of  journeying  began  at  once  to  be  intro- 
duced. 

The  facilities  centered  at  Albany,  by  railroad  and 
steamboat,  for  reaching  any  given  point,  will  com- 
pare favorably  with  any  city  in  the  State.  Roads 
center  here  from  all  points,  and  connections  are 
made  with  other  and  continuous  lines  leading  to 
everywhere. 

Tne  New  York  Central  and  Hudson  River  Rail- 
road, with  its  consolidated  branches  from  New 
York  to  Buffalo,  makes  Albany  a  great  thorough- 
fare. During  the  year  1883  this  road  carried  on 
its  several  branches  nearly  eleven  million  passen- 
gers. During  the  month  of  ?»Iay,  18S5,  there  were 
sold  at  the  Union  Depot,  Albany,  53,228  passen- 
ger tickets.  In  the  same  month  sixty-five  passenger 
trains  were  dispatched  daily.  The  fare  on  this  road 
averages  about  2.05  cents  per  mile. 

The  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company's 
Railroads  are  of  immense  utility  to  this  County. 
This  great  corporation  leases  and  operates,  among 
other  roads,  the  Albany  and  Susquehanna,  the 
Rensselaer  and  Saratoga,  and  die  New  York  and 
Canada,  which  start  from  Albany.  The  number  of 
passengers  carried   on  these  roads  in  1884  was 
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2,622,174,  and  for  the  month  of  May,  1S83,  there 
were  sold  at  the  Albany  ofiice  56,823  jussenger 
tickets,  and  seventeen  regular  passenger  trains  were 
sent  out  daily.  The  fare  on  this  road  is  three  cents 
per  mile. 

The  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  has  its  station 
in  the  Union  Depot.  This  road  carried  in  1S83 
over  eight  million  passengers;  and  in  the  month  of 
May,  1885,  sold  at  the  Albany  office  37,099  pas- 
senger tickets,  and  despatched  seven  regular  pas-  i 
senger  trains  daily.  j 

The  New  York,  West  Shore  and  Buffalo  Rail- 
road was  opened  to  Albany  in  1883.  There  were  | 
sold  from  the  Albany  offices  for  the  month  of  May,  \ 
1885,  9,095  passenger  tickets,  and  eleven  trains  | 
were  sent  out  daily  with  passengers.  The  fare  is  j 
three  cents  per  mile.  "  | 


The  Troy  and  Boston  Railroad  sends  six  daily 
trains.     It  parses  through  Hoosac  tunnel. 

The  several  railroads  that  center  at  Albany  sent 
out  for  the  month  of  May  from  thiscity  about  105 
passenger  trains  daily,  and  the  same  number 
arrived  daily.  The  total  number  of  passenger 
tickets  sold  at  the  Albany  offices  for  the  same 
month  was  1 56,  243. 

The  whole  number  of  passengers  carried  on  the 
several  steamboats  from  Albany  for  the  season  of 
1884  was  about  1,500,000. 

Stages  run  daily  from  the  city  to  New  Scotland, 
New  Salem  and  Berne;  also  to  Clarksville,  Westerlo 
and  Rensselaerville,  via  Bethlehem  Centre;  to 
Guilderland  Centre  every  afternoon;  to  New- 
tonville,  Nassau  and  East  Schodack  daily;  and  to 
Greenbush  every  fifteen  minutes. 


RAILROADS  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


ALBANY  has  become  a  very  important  railroad 
.  center.  It  was  one  of  the  earliest  points  of  rail- 
road interest  in  the  United  States.  The  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  parallel  with  the  Hudson  River, 
connecting  the  City  of  New  York  with  the  City 
of  Albany,  affording  a  communication  between 
the  two  cities  at  all  seasons,  was  considered  an 
object  of  so  much  importance,  that,  in  1832,  a 
number  of  enterprising  ciUzens  obtained  from  the 
Legislature  a  charter  with  a  capital  of  $3,000,000, 
and  powers  to  construct  the  same.  But  a  sufficient 
amount  of  the  capital  stock  was  not  subscribed, 
and  the  project  was  abandoned  for  about  twenty 
years.  The  then  estimated  cost  of  the  road  for 
a  single  track  was  $12,000  per  mile,  which  would 
amount  to  nearly  $2,000,000  for  the  whole  line. 
It  was  believed  that  branches  of  this  road  might 
easily  be  constructed  to  Hartford  and  New  Haven, 
and  a  large  amount  of  business  might  be  expected, 
not  only  from  the  eastern  counties  of  this  State, 
but  from  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  and  Litchfield 
and  Fairfield  Counties,  Conn.  The  railroad  com- 
missioners of  1S33  have  this  curious  speculation 
concerning  the  profits  of  ihe  proposed  road:  That 
it  would  accommodate  a  large  number  of  the  pop- 
ulation in  the  vicinity  of  the  route;  that  the  amount 
of  transportation  which  would  be  paid  to  the  road 
by  this  population,  on  produce,  minerals,  manufac- 
tures and  merchandise  would  amount  to  $350,000, 
to  which  was  added  a  larger  amount  to  be  ob- 
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tained  from  travelers  and  light  freights  between 
New  York  and  Albany,  particularly  in  the  winter; 
that  the  annual  income  of  the  proposed  road  would 
amount  to  $852,000.  "This  railroad,"  says  this 
report,  "will  connect -at  Albany  with  the  grand 
chain  of  railroads  now  in  progress,  or  contem- 
plated, from  Albany  to  Buffalo,  viz. :  the  Mohawk 
and  Schenectady,  completed;  Utica  and  Schenec- 
tady, in  progress;  Syracuse  and  Utica,  contem- 
plated; Auburn  and  Syracuse,  stock  subscribed; 
Auburn  and  Rochester,  contemplated;  Tonawanda, 
contemplated,  from  Rochester  through  Batavia  to 
Attica."  P'ifiy-two  years  ago  there  was  no  railway 
between  Albany  and  Buffalo,  except  the  short  line 
then  known  as  the  Mohawk  and  Schenectady,  and 
no  railway  connection  between  New  York  and 
Albany;  and  the  great  road  now  known  as  the  New- 
York  Central  and  Hudson  River  Railroad  was  not 
I  in  existence. 

j  The  Albany  and  Schenectady  road  had  been  in 
operation  since  September  12,  1831,  under  the 
name  of  the  Mohawk  and  Hudson.  The  Hudson 
River  Railroad,  cliartered  in  1S32,  and  abandoned 
for  lack  of  the  necessary  capital,  obtained  a  new- 
charter  ]\Iay  12,  1846,  and  on  October  3,  1851, 
the  road  was  opened  from  New  York  to  East  Al- 
bany. November  i,  1869,  the  New  York  Central 
Railroad  and  Hud.son  River  Railroad  companies 
were  organized  by  consolidation.  The  New  York 
Central  Railroad  Company  was  organized  April  2, 
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1853,  authorizing  the  consoHdation  of  the  railroads 
between  Albany  and  Buffalo,  as  follows: 

Albany  and  Schenectady;  Schenectady  and 
Troy;  Utica  and  Schenectady;  the  Mohawk  Val- 
ley; the  Syracuse  and  Utica:  the  Syracuse  and 
Utica  direct;  Rochester  and  Syracuse;  Buffalo  and 
Rochester;  the  Rochester,  Lockport  and  Niagara 
Falls;  the  Buffalo  and  Lockport. 

Articles  of  agreement,  taking  effect  May  i, 
1853,  were  filed  May  15,  1853.  The  first  Board 
of  Directors  was  elected  July  6,  and  the  whole 
line  delivered  to  the  new  company  August  i, 
1853- 

The  first  railroad  ever  built  in  the  State  was  the 
Albany  and  Schenectady,  chartered  in  1826  as  the 
Mohawk  and  Hudson.  It  was  opened  September 
12,  1 83 1.  In  1847,  the  name  was  changed  to  Al- 
bany and  Schenectady. 

Previous  to  the  consolidadon  of  the  Hudson 
River  Railroad  with  the  New  York  Central,  the 
Troy  and  Greenbush  road,  chartered  in  1845,  was 
leased  to  the  Hudson  River  road,  June  i,  1851,  for 
seven  per  cent,  on  $275,000  capital  stock.  The 
lease  runs  during  the  time  of  the  charter,  or  any 
extension  of  the  same.  It  was  assumed  by  the 
New  York  Central  and  Hudson  River  road  on 
consolidation. 

The  New  York  and  Harlem,  chartered  April  25, 
1 83 1,  is  one  of  the  routed  from  Albany  to  New 
York — formerly  from  Greenbush — the  corporate 
existence  of  which  was  extended  December  28, 
1874,  four  hundred  years.  It  leased  its  steam  por- 
tion, running  to  Forty-second  street,  New  York 
City,  April  i,  1873,  to  the  Central.  This  lease  ex- 
pires April  I,  2274,  the  annual  rent  being  the  in- 
terest on  its  funded  debt  and  eight  per  cent,  on  its 
capital  stoci . 

Before  the  construction  of  the  railroad  bridges 
which  span  the  Hudson  at  Albany,  all  passengers 
and  freight  arriving  at  Albany  en  route  for  New 
York  or  the  East  were  shipped  by  ferry  to  Green- 
bush. The  two  bridges  now  crossing  the  Hudson 
to  East  Albany  are  owned  nominally  by  a  separate 
organization  called  the  Hudson  River  Bridge 
Company.  The  ownership,  however,  is  vested 
really  in  the  New  York  Central  and  Hudson 
River  Company  three-fourths,  and  the  Boston  and 
Albany  Railroad  one-fourth.  Except  for  foot  pas- 
sengers, they  are  used  exclusively  for  railroad  pur- 


poses, liach  company  pays  its  proportion  of  main- 
tenance in  operating.  The  cost  of  the  road,  con- 
solidated, with  all  its  rolling  stock,  etc.,  was  Si  14, 
731,917.  Two  bundled  and  ninety-five  miles  of 
the  road  between  Albany  and  Buffalo  has  four 
tracks;  between  Albany  and  New  York  there  are 
four  tracks.  It  owns,  in  all,  2,361  miles  of  track, 
and  controls  by  lease  324  additional  miles:  it  owns 
655  locomotives,  361  first-class  passenger  c.irs  and 
22,973  freight  cars.  It  employs  15,355  persons, 
paying  them  during  the  year  1883,  $8,401,208  for 
services.  During  the  railroad  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1883,  it  carried  10,746,925  passengers  and 
10,892,440  tons  of  freight;  the  average  rate  per 
mile  per  passenger  was:  through,  2.05  cents:  way, 
2.04  cents.  The  freight  rates  per  ton  per  mile  are 
.69  cents  on  through  freight;  .67  cents  on  way.  To- 
tal earnings,  $33,770,721,  from  which  is  deducted, 
including  an  8  per  cent,  dividend  amounting  to 
$7,148,131,  $33,591,697,  leaving  a  balance  in 
favor  of  the  road  of  $1 79,024. 

ALBANY  AND  SUSQUEHANNA  RAILROAD 
COMPANY. 

This  road  was  incorporated  under  the  General 
Railroad  Law,  April  19,  1851.     It  was  open  for 
travel  and  traffic  from  Albany  to  Central  Bridge,  a 
distance  of  thirty-five  miles,  September  16,  1863, 
and  to  other  points  at  various  dates,  and  to  its  ter- 
minus at   Binghamton,  January  14,  1869.  The 
property  of  the  company  was  leased  February  24, 
1870,  to  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Com- 
pany for  the  term  of  its  charter,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  from  April  19,  1851,  paying  a  rental  as 
follows:  Six  per  cent,  upon  the  Albany  City  bonds; 
seven  per  cent,  upon  the  first,  second  and  third 
mortgage  bonds  and  first  consolidated  mortgage 
bonds;   seven  per  cent,   upon  the  capital  stock; 
and    $r,ooo  for  maintaining  the  organization. 
The  interest  and  dividend  are  paid  by  the  lessees 
'  directly  to  the  stock  and  bondholders.   .\  payment 
i  of  $5,000  semi-annually  is  also  made  bythe  lessees 
j  to  the  trustees  of  the  sinking  fund  of  the  City  of 
!  Albany,  and  is  invested  by  the  latter  in  certain 
I  funds  for  the  ultimate  payment  of  the  Albany  City 
I  bonds. 

1  The  following  statement  shows  the  condition  of 
1  its  funded  debt: 


i  'f'jVi  I- 
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STATEMKNT  OF  FUNDED  DEKT. 


Kind  of  Bonds 

OR 

Obligations. 

If  and  How 
Secured. 

Date 

OK 

Issue. 

When 
Due. 

Rate 

OF 

Interest. 

Amount  of 
Authorized 
Issue. 

Amount 
Actually 
Issued. 

INC. 

First  mortgage  

First  consolidated  mort. 

Albany  City  

Albany  City  

Albany  City  

Total  

By  mortgage. 
By  mortgage. 
By  mortgage. 
By  mortgage. 
By  mortgage. 
By  mortgage. 
By  mortgage. 



Julv  I,  1863, 
Oct.,  1S65. 
April  I,  1876. 
Nov.  6,  1865. 
May  I,  1S66. 
Nov.  I,  1866. 
May  I,  1867. 



July  I,  1888. 
(.>ct.  I,  1S85. 
April  I,  iQOt). 
Nov.  6,  1895. 
May  I,  1S96. 
•Nov.  I,  1S96. 
May  I,  1897. 

.07 
•07 

.06  and  .07 

.06 

.06 

.c6 

.06 

Si, 000,000  00 
2,ooo,oco  00 
*io,ooo.ooo  00 
250,000  00 

250,000  CO 

250,000  00 
250,000  00 

$1,000,000  00 
2,000,000  00 
4,556,000  00 

250,000  CO 

250,000  00 
250,000  00 
230,000  00 

$998,000  00 

1.627,000  CO 
4,556,000  00 
250,000  00 
250,000  00 
250,000  00 
250,000  CO 

514,000,00  000 

$8,556,000  00 

$S,i8i,ooo  00 

•  Includes  $3,450,000  to  be  used  in  exchanging  other  classes  of  bonds,  as  per  terms  of  amended  lease. 


Albany  is  largely  interested  in  various  wa}s  in 
the  Albany  and  Susquehanna  Railroad  Company. 
The  total  cost  and  equipment  of  the  road  was 


$6,701,691.55.  The  following  is  the  balance  sheet 
for  the  year  1883,  showing  the  moneyed  interest 
of  the  City  of  Albany  therein: 


Dr. 


BALANCE  SHEET  AT  END  OF  YEAR. 


Cr. 


By  last 
Report. 

By  this 
Refort. 

By  l.\st 
Report. 

By  this 
Report. 

Cost  of  road  and  equipment    

Additions  and  betterments  made  by  the 

Sinking  fund  in  the  hands  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  City  of  Albany,  applicable  to 
retiring  the  Albany  City  bonds  issued  to 

New  York  and  Albany  Railroad  Company 

Cash  by  last  report                       S4S7  88 

Trustees'  account  by  last  report     419  58 

Cash  by  this  report                      $887  go 

Trustees'  account  by  this  report     419  58 

$6,701,691  55 
4,706,25s  91 

237,466  54 
7,000  00 

907  47 

419  14 
52.513  30 

$6,701,266  55 
5,689,78663 

260,237  37 
7,000  00 

1,307  48 

Capital  Stock.  . 
Funded  Debt.. 
Unfunded  Debt 

1  Total  

$3,500,000  00 
7, 1  ';4,ooo  00 
1,072,255  91 

$3,500,000  00 
8,S8i,coo  00 
1,008,786  63 

Total  



30,188  601 

$11,706,255  91 

$12,689,786  63 

$11,706,255  91 

$12,689,786  63 

Income  or  Proitt  and  Loss  Account. 

Debitbalance  of  income  account,  Sep.  30,  1882. .  $52,515  30 
Deduct  items  of  gain   22,326  10 

Balance  of  income  account,  Sep.  31,  1883   $30,186  60 

THE  ALBANY  AND  VERMONT  RAILROAD. 

This  road  was  chartered  October  17,  1857,  and 
%vas  leased  in  perpetuity  to  the  Rensselaer  and  Sar- 
atoga Railroad  Company,  June  12,  i860,  and  is 
operated  by  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Com- 
pany. The  main  line  of  the  road  from  Albany  to 
Waterford  Junction,  is  twelve  miles  in  this  State. 
Its  capital  stock,  as  authorized  by  charter  and  paid 


I  in,  is  $600,000;  number  of  shares,  6,  coo;  number 

1  of  stockholders,  47. 

The  total  earnings  of  the  road  for  the  year  end- 

i  ing  1883  were  $21,060.00.    The  charges  against 

'  these   earnings  were  $19,200,  giving  surplus  of 

,  $t,86o. 

j  BOSTON  AND  ALBANY  R.\ILROAD. 

I  This  important  and  thoroughly  equipped  rail- 

1  way,  uniting  Albany  with  Boston,  was  chartered 

I  November  . 2,  1870.     It  is  made  up  of  a  combina- 

:  tion  or  consolidation  of  roads,  as  follows:  \Vestern 

;  Railroad  Corporation,  established  by  the  Common- 


....  :> 

 ;■-  ■       i  i 
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wealth  of  Massachusetts  March  15,  1833;  Castle- 
ton  and  New  Stockbridge  Railroad  Company,  in- 
corporated by  New  York  ^lay  5,  1834.  Its  name 
was  changed  to  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  Rail- 
road Company  by  an  act  of  May  5,  1836. 

On  November  11,  184 1,  a  permanent  contract 
was  made  for  transportation  by  the  Western 
Railroad  Corporation  and  the  Albany  and  West 
Stockbridge  Railroad  Company  for  the  operation 
of  the  latter  by  the  former. 

On  the  24th  of  ]May,  1867,  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  passed  an  act  consolidating  the 
Western  Railroad  Corporation  with  the  Boston  and 
Worcester  Railroad  Company,  under  the  name  of 


the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  Company.  This 
was  done  under  authority  of  an  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  passed  May  20, 
1869.  By  an  act  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, passed  !May  23,  1869,  the  Boston  and 
Albany  Railroad  Corporation,  the  Albany  and 
West  Stockbridge  Company,  and  the  Hudson  and 
Boston  Railroad  were  united,  and  became  the 
Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  Company.  This 
grand  scheme  of  consolidation  was  consummated 
November  2,  1870. 

It  is  a  direct  route  from  Albany  to  Pittsfield. 
Worcester,  Springfield  and  Boston.  The  Albany 
station,  at  this  time,  is  Union  Depot. 


STOCK  AND  DEBT. 


Capital  stock  as  authorized  by  charter  

Capital  stock  as  since  fixed  

Capital  stock  subscribed  

Capital  stock  paid  in  

Funded  debt  

Unfunded  debt  

Total  funded  and  unfunded  debt  

Average  rate  per  annum  of  iTitereston  funded  debt. 

Number  of  shares  of  ordinary  stock   

Number  of  stockholders  


By  last  Report. 


$27,325,000  00 
20,000,000  00 
20,000,000  00 
20,000,000  00 
10,858,000  00 
1,012,722  15 
11,870,722  15 
5,  6  and  7  per  cent. 


By  this  Report. 


$27,325,000  00 
20,000,  coo  00 
20,000,000  00 

20,000,000  00 

10,858,000  00 

906,729  58 
11,764,729  58 

5,  6  and  7  per  cent. 
200,000 
6,124 


The  cost  and  equipment  of this  road  was  $28,363,-  |  and  baggage  cars;  $1,442,400  in  freight  and  other 
874.78,  of  which  $1,215,000  is  invested  in  loco-  cars;  51,182,731.13  in  bridges.  It  has  24.)  loco- 
motive engines  and  fixtures;  $408,000  in  passenger      motives,  229  passenger  cars,  5,437  freight  cars. 


CHARACTERISTICS  OF  THE  ROAD. 


Main  line  of  road  from  Albany  to  Boston. 


Main  line  laid  

Branches  owned  (built)  

Lines  leased  (built)  or  operated. 


Total  main  line  (laid),  branches  owned,  and  lines  leased  or  operated. 


Second  track  on  main  line  

Second  track  on  branches  owned,  or  lines  leased  or  operated. 


Total  second  track . 


Third  track  on  main  line.  . 
Fourth  track  on  main  line. 


Total  third  and  fourth  tracks. 


Length  in 
THIS  State. 
Miles. 


Sidings  and  turnouts  on  main  line  

Sidings  and  turnouts  on  branches  owned,  and  on  lines  leased  or  operated. 


Total  sidings. 


Aggregate  of  all  tracks  on  main  line,  branches  owned  and  lines  leased  ox\ 
operated,  including  all  sidings  and  turnouts  | 


39-3° 

39  30 
1733 


56-63 

39  30 
1 .00 

40.30 


24.81 

6  99 

31  80 


128  73 


Length  out 
OF  this 
State. 


TorAL 
Length. 
Miles. 


162.35 

201 .65 

162.35 
81.25 
74-03 

201 .65 
98.58 
74-03 

317  63 

374  26 

162.35 

8  22 

201 .65 
9.22 

170.57 

210  87 

8  36 
8  35 

16.71 

8.36 
8  35 

16  71 

121;  05 
38  72 

149.86 
45  7< 

163-77 

'95  57 

668  68 

797-41 
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Expenses  for  operating  the  road  for  the  year 
1883,  including  expenses  for  specific  purposes, 
$3,205,358.65.     Of  this  sum  $161,740.06  was 
paid  conductors,  baggage  and  brakeinen  of  pas- 
senger trains,   and  5345,879.10  to  freight  con- 
ductors, baggagemen  and  brakemen;  $795,383.49 
was  expended  for  fuel;   561,328.08  for  oil  and 
other  lubricants  and  waste;  for  loss  and  damages 
of  goods  and  baggage,  $10,342.89;  for  damages 
to  property,  including  damages  by  fire  and  cattle 
killed  on  road,  $7,116.73;  for  damages  for  injury  \ 
to  persons,  $17,259.61;  for  stationery  and  print-  j 
ing,  $33,560.05;  adveitising,  $(3,268.44;  legal  ex- 
penses and  counsel  fees,  $12,685.11;  telegraph  i 
services,  $17,402.20.  ! 

Total    earnings   of  the   road,   $8,539,875.88.  \ 
Charges  against  these  earnings,  including  dividends  | 
dated  quarterly  and  rate  eight  per  cent  per  annum  | 
on  all  stock,  except  that  owned  by  the  State  of  ! 
Massachusetts,  for  which  was  given  in  exchange, 
$3,858,000   five   per    cent,   bonds,  $1,407,100; 
making  all  charges  against  earnings  $8,303,904.07, 
leaving  a  surplus  for  the  year  of  $235,971.81. 

Of  the  8,079,072  passengers  carried  over  the 
road  during  the  year  1883,  not  a  person  was  killed 
or  injured.  Of  the  3,411,324  tons  of  freight  car- 
ried, but  a  small  per  cent,  of  the  same  was  injured. 

WEST  SHORE  RAILROAD.  ' 

This  railroad  is  properly  the  New  York,  West 
Shore  and  Buflfalo  Railroad.     For  a  long  time  the 
project  of  building  a  road  along  the  west  shore  of  j 
the  Hudson,  from  Weehawken,  through  Albany,  | 
and  thence  westward  to  Buffalo,  was  considered. 
But   the    difficulties   of  construction,   especially  ^ 
along  the  Hudson,  were  so  great,  that  the  plan  j 
was  delayed  until  some  time  in  1880,  when  it  took  ! 


definite  and  active  form,  and  June  14,  1881,  it 
received  its  charter.  It  was  prosecuted  with  such 
vigor,  that  on  July  9,  1883,  it  was  opened  for  pas- 
sengers to  Albany,  and  on  January  i,  1884,  it  was 
opened  to  Buffalo.  Albany  is  connected  with  the 
main  line  by  a  branch  from  Coeymans.  a  distance 
of  twelve  miles  south.  It  is  407  miles  by  the  road 
from  Weehawken  to  Buffalo.  There  are,  at  this 
writing,  135  locomotives,  about  70  passenger 
cars,  and  over  3,234  freight  cars.  The  depot 
of  this  road  is  at  the  foot  of  ]\Iaiden  lane,  at  the 
Delaware  and  Hudson  River  Canal  Company's 
Depot. 

During  most  of  the  year  of  1884-5,  through 
the  sharp  competition  between  railroads,  resulting 
in  what  was  termed  a  "railroad  war,"  rates  for 
passengers  were  cut  to  such  an  extent,  that  but  one 
cent  per  mile  was  charged  on  all  railroads  leading 
out  of  Albany.  The  "war"'  was  closed  in  the 
Autumn  of  1885,  and  the  West  Shore  is  now  said 
to  be  under  control  of  Wm.  H.*  Vanderbilt,  and 
running  as  before  at  the  old  rates. 

RAILROAD  DEPOTS. 

With  all  the  railroads  passing  in  and  out  of  Al- 
bany, there  are  really  but  two  depots  in  the  city. 
The  Central  and  Hudson  River  and  the  Boston  and 
Albany  Railroads  occupy  the  Union  Depot  just 
north  of  Maiden  lane  and  east  of  Broadway.  The 
Rensselaer  and  Saratoga,  the  West  Shore,  and  the 
Susquehanna  division  of  the  Delaware  and  Hud- 
son Canal,  have  their  depot  at  the  foot  of  Maiden 
lane.  The  cars  of  the  latter  pass  the  steamboat 
landings,  and  during  river  navigation,  passengers 
desiring  to  take  the  boats  leave  the  train.  The 
West  Shore  trains  arrive  at  and  depart  from  the 
depot  .'t  the  foot  of  ^Maiden  lane. 


EXPRESS  BUSINESS  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


IN  the  early  history  of  this  county  we  find 
pack-horses,  then  lumbering  wagons,  and  then 
stage-coaches  drawn  by  four,  six  or  eight  horses, 
were  the  usual  vehicles  for  transporta'.ion.  The 
cross-road  post  and  the  village  or  country  tav- 
ern served  as  package  offices.  These,  in  time, 
were  superseded  on  certain  lines  by  the  steamboat 
and  canal  boat.  Then  the  advent  of  those  more 
formidable  rivals,  the  railroads,  wrought  a  change 
truly  marvelous. 


For  many  years  the  stage-coach  sened  as  a 
■'carry  all,"  the  driver  of  which  was  employed  to 
perform  many  errands,  and  empowered  to  transact 
important  commissions  of  trust,  including  a  mul- 
titude of  messages,  bills  to  collect  and  money 
packages  to  deliver,  for  which  trouble  he  received 
a  very  small  perquisite.  It  may  be  recorded  to 
their  credit,  lliat  for  honesty  and  faithfulness,  few 
men  have  a  better  record.  There  are  no  authentic 
cases  in  which  they  proved  recreant  or  dislionest 
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in  the  performance  of  the  trust  committed  to 
them. 

Before  the  introduction  of  railroads,  the  stage- 
coach lines  that  centered  in  Albany  were  numerous, 
and  considered  among  the  most  useful  and  even 
necessary  institutions  contributing  to  the  business 
interests  of  the  city.  These  lines  extended  in  all 
directions.  Every  post-road  and  turnpike  was  a 
mail-route.  The  inhabitants  of  every  village  and 
hamlet  anxiously  waited  for  the  arrival  of  friends, 
of  the  mail,  and  of  important  messages  and  pack- 
ages by  stage. 

The  stage-coach  and  carrier  of  the  post  were  as 
indispensable  then  as  the  steamboat,  railroad  and 
express  systems  are  now.  But  their  rough  life  and 
hard  experience  was  a  source  of  excitement.  The 
stage-driver  was  a  jolly,  jovial  Jehu,  with  his  four- 
in-hand  team,  the  envy  of  all  the  bigger  boys.  In 
the  important  positions  they  occupied,  they  were  as 
proud  of  their  "rig, "as  the  modern  locomotive 
engineer  is  of  his  seventy-ton  engine,  or  the  con- 
ductor of  his  lightning  express  or  palace-car  train. 
Now  their  swinging  throne  and  exalted  occupation 
are  gone. 

Providence  seems  to  govern  all  things  for  man's 
welfare.  The  inspirations  that  bring  forth  such 
marvelous  inventions  as  the  whole  system  of  rail- 
way and  steamboat  locomotion,  the  telegraph  and 
ocean  cable,  the  telephone  and  electric  light,  may 
be  regarded  as  of  more  than  human  origin. 

To  William  F.  Harnden  belongs  the  credit  of 
recognizing  a  public  want  before  the  public  had 
any  definite  idea  of  what  that  want  was;  and  not 
merely  recognizing  it,  but  going  practically  to 
work  with  energy  to  supply  it. 

He  was  the  beginner  and  earliest  practical 
worker  of  an  institution  which,  for  rapid  growth 
and  business  importance,  is  without  a  parallel. 

The  package  express  of  modern  times  was  un- 
known until  Harnden  started  it  in  1859;  although 
special  expresses  for  the  transmission  of  important 
private  and  public  intelligence  have  been  in  use, 
occasionally,  for  hundreds  of  years  past. 

Special  expresses  for  the  conveyance  of  im- 
portant public  news  were  sometimes  emploved  by 
enterprising  newspaper  proprietors,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  Websters,  early  journalists  of  Albany. 

The  origin  of  the  express,  as  an  institution,  was 
brought  about  by  the  introduction  of  the  railwav, 
which  made  a  revolution  in  former  methods. 
Business  men  began  to  require  a  more  rapid  and  safe 
delivery  of  valuable  packages  and  sundry  parcels. 

The  old  way  demanded  large  confidence,  and 
sometimes  became  a  burden  and  an  inconvenience 


to  friends  and  acquaintances.  There  are  now 
living  those  who  well  remember  how  anxious  men 
were  to  send  by  some  friend  going  to  New  York  or 
Boston,  parcels  of  bank  notes,  drafts,  bills  collect- 
able, or  other  valuables;  and  it  was  expected  to 
be  cheerfully  performed  as  a  favor.  Mutual  con- 
fidence among  men  at  that  time  prevailed;  misap- 
propriation was  almost  unknown;  embezzlement 
was  punished;  and  honesty  generally  regarded  as 
necessary  to  respectability. 

William  F.  Harnden  in  the  spring  of  1834, 
was  conductor  on  the  first  train  of  the  Boston 
and  Worcester  Railroad.  He  continued  to  serve 
on  this  road  until  the  close  of  the  year  1S58. 
Weary  of  working  sixteen  hours  a  day,  he  told 
his  friend  "Jim"  Hale,  one  day,  that  the  confined 
employment  of  the  past  years  had  injured  his 
health,  and  he  was  determined  to  seek  some  more 
active  business.  James  W.  Hale,  the  originator  of 
cheap  postage  between  Boston,  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  in  1837,  and  in  a  measure  the  father 
of  the  express  business  in  this  countr}',  is  now 
"hale"  and  hearty  at  84  years  old.  Hale  ad- 
vised him  to  do  errands  between  New  York  and 
Boston;  that  there  was  an  urgent  want  of  a  parcel 
express  which  would  command  the  patronage  of 
all  classes  of  business  men.  He  at  once  secured 
facilities  and  a  contract  on  the  Boston  and  Prov- 
idence Railroad. 

Litde  did  Harnden,  or  any  other  living  man, 
dream  what  immense  results  his  humble  express 
was  leading  to. 

The  earliest  public  hint  of  this  enterprise  is 
contained  in  a  Boston  Newspaper,  dated  February 
23,  1839,  in  which  Harnden  advertises:  "  He  will 
accompany  a  car  himself  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing goods,  collecting  drafts,  notes  and  bills, 
delivering  packages,  bundles  and  forwarding  mer- 
chandise, etc." 

The  "extra  car"  was  a  little  play  of  fancy; 
an  ordinarv'  valise  serving  to  hold  all  that  the 
original  expressman  had  to  carry  for  months 
after  this  time.  The  identical  valise  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  Benjamin  P.  Cheney,  Boston. 
For  the  first  few  months,  Flarndcn  served  as  his 
own  messenger;  but  business  soon  increased  so 
that  he  was  obliged  to  extend  facilities  and  employ 
help. 

The  burning  of  the  Lexington  on  Long  Island 
Sound,  January,  1840,  was  a  bitter  experience  to 
this  enterprise. 

In  .  1842,  Harnden  was  upon  the  top  wave  of 
popularity,  and  his  lines  began  to  reach  in  all 
directions.     Wlien  Henry  Wells  had  ur^ed  upon 
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him,  a  year  or  two  before,  the  importance  of  ex- 
tending his  Jine  to  Albany  and  Buflalo.  and  thence 
Westward,  Harnden  replied;  "  Put  a  people  there, 
and  my  express  shall  soon  follow." 

THE  AMERICAN  EXPRESS  COMPANY. 

In  1 84 1,  or  a  little  earlier,  Flenry  Wells,  agent 
of  Harnden  at  Albany,  suggested  to  George  Pom- 
eroy  that  it  would  pay  to  start  an  express  from 
Albany  to  Buffalo.  Pomero)'  made  three  trips. 
His  express  had  been  relinquished  for  some  time, 
when  Crawford  Livingston  proposed  to  Wells  that 
he  should  join  him  in  resuming  the  enterprise. 
Wells  consented,  and  Pomeroy  &  Co. 's  Albany  and 
Buffalo  Express  was  established.  Its  transporta- 
tion at  that  time  was  by  railroad  to  Auburn;  thence 
by  stage,  twenty-five  miles,  to  Geneva;  thence  by 
Auburn  and  Rochester  Railroad  to  Rochester; 
thence  to  Lockport,  sixty  miles,  by  stage;  thence  to 
Buffalo,  thirty  miles,  by  private  conveyance;  from 
Rochester  to  Batavia,  thirty-four  miles,  by  Tonan- 
anda  Railroad;  and  thence  to  Buffalo,  forty  miles, 
by  stage.  The  trip  was  made  once  a  week,  and 
occupied  four  nights  and  three  days.  It  is  now 
accomplished  in  about  nine  hours. 

About  1843,  Pomeroy  &  Co.  commenced  run- 
ning a  Hudson  River  Express.  They  had  for 
competitors  Pullen  &  Copp.  This  continued  only 
a  few  months,  when  Pullen  4-  Copp  gave  up  the 
Albany  and  Western  business,  acting  as  messengers 
on  the  Troy  route  for  Pomeroy  &  Co. 

In  the  winter  of  1843-44,  Harnden  &  Co.  sold 
their  Philadelphia Expre^^s  to  George  Hatch  &  Co., 
who  run  it  for  a  short  time  and  then  sold  it  to 
Johnston  and  William  A.  Livingston.  In  a  month 
or  two  the  latter  sold  out  to  the  former  and  went 
to  Albany,  where  William  A.  Livingston  engaged 
in  the  express  business. 

About  1844,  the  firm  of  Livingston,  Crawford, 
Wells  &  Co.  was  established.  This  firm  continued 
until  the  latter  part  of  1846,  when  W.  .\.  Living, 
ston  bought  the  Wells  interest  in  the  Western  Ex- 
press, and  Livingston  &  Fargo  became  a  company. 
W.  A.  Livingston  acted  for  many  years  as  the 
agent  at  Albany  for  Livingston,  Wells  &  Co. 

About  this  time  Henry  &  Co. 's  Express  started 
a  short-lived  business  upon  the  Albany  and  Buffalo 
route. 

Crawford  Livingston  died  in  1847,  ageii  thirty- 
four;  Harnden  died  January  14,  1845,  aged  thirty- 
three. 

In  the  autumn  of  1849,  an  opposition  express 
was  started  over  the  New  York  Central  Railroad 


I  by  Butterfield,  Wasson  it  Co.  James  D.  Wasson 
was  then  postmaster  of  Albany.  Both  partners 
had  formerly  been  stage  proprietors. 

The  American  Express  Company  as  now  exist- 
ing, is  a  consolidation  of  Wells  &  Co.,  Livingston  & 
Fargo,  and  l^utterfield,  Wasson  &  Co.  These  were 
merged  into  Wells,  ButterfieUl  ct  Co.,  and  Living- 
ston, Fargo  &  Co.,  which  comprise  the  joint  stock 
concern  of  1850.     It  was  then  valued  at  $500,000. 

In  1854,  the  United  States  Express  Company 
suddenly  started  into  existence  as  a  joint  stock 
company;  but  after  a  few  months  it  was  merged  in 
the  American. 

The  present  United  Slates  Express  Company  was 
organized  in  1854,  with  a  view  of  doing  business 
un  the  New  York  and  Erie  Railroad.  This  rail- 
road company  for  a  time  transacted  its  own  express 
business;  but  in  August,  1858,  transferred  its  ex- 
press to  the  L^nited  States  Express  Company,  which 
had  no  operations  east  of  New  York.  Another, 
called  the  United  States  and  Canada,  which  trans- 
acted an  express  business  from  Albany  to  points 
East  and  West,  in  June,  1882,  united  with  the  Erie 
and  New  England  Express  from  Boston  to  Bing- 
hamton,  over  the  Fitchburg  Railroad,  via  Hoosac 
Tunnel,  and  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Com- 
pany. In  June,  1883,  the  United  States  and 
Canada  Express  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Amer- 
ican, while  the  United  States  withdrew,  June,  1885, 
in  favor  of  the  National  Express  Company. 

The  Merchants'  Union  was  consolidated  with 
the  American,  December  i,  1868,  and  had  an 
office  in  Albany,  southwest  corner  of  Broadway 
and  ^Maiden  lane  during  its  existence  there.  Mr. 
D.  T.  Hunt  was  agent. 

THE  N.\TIONAL  EXPRESS  COMPANY. 

The  original  projector  of  this  excellent  company 
was  J.  A.  Pullen.     He  was  an  early  and  efficient 
aid  of  Harnden,  and  served  as  messenger  in  1S42, 
between  New  York,  Albany  and  Troy,  via  the  Hud- 
I  son  River  steamboats. 

j       In  the  winter  of  1843-43.  Harnden  having  sold 

I  out  his  Hudson  River  Exprcs-,  Pullen  &  Copp  started 
a  like  business  from  New  York  to  Albany,  Troy, 

I  and  Saratoga  Springs.  At  this  time  Pomeroy  &  Co. 
were  doing  business  between  Albany  and  Buffalo. 

In  1844  or  1845,  these  two  companies  made  a 
division  of  their  routes.  Pullen  &  Copp  taking  Troy, 

I  north;  Pomeroy  li  Co.,  Albany,  west.  Copp  re- 
tired and  Major  Pullen  took  ¥..  L.  Stone  as  a  part- 
ner. In  1843,  Mr.  Jacobs  had  started  an  express 
from  Albany  to  Montreal.     E.  H.  Virgil  acted  as 
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his  messenger  and  agent  for  about  a  year,  and  then, 
in  company  with  N.  G.  Howard,  purchased  Jacobs' 
interest.  Its  route  was  by  packet  boats  or  stage 
from  Albany  to  Whitehall;  thence,  north,  by  other  I 
conveyance.  It  connected  at  Troy  and  .\lbany  | 
with  PuUen  &  Co.  Early  in  1844,  H.  F.  Rice 
bought  Howard's  interest,  and  the  firm  became 
Virgil  &  Rice.  Soon  after  it  changed  to  PuUen, 
Virgil  &  Co.'s  Express.  Office  in  Exchange 
Building. 

Upon  the  opening  of  the  Albany  Northern  Rail- 
road in  1845,  Robert  L.  Johnson  and  others  estab- 
lished a  northern  express,  under  the  style  of 
Johnson  &  Co.,  from  Albany  to  Rutland.  This 
enterprise  came  in  competition  with  Pullen,  Virgil 
&  Co.  In  the  spring  of  1855,  it  became  a  joint 
stock  express  under  the  style  of  the  National  Ex- 
press Company.  E.  H.  Virgil,  of  Troy,  was  super- 
intendent of  the  routes,  and  Robert  L.  Johnson, 
agent,  located  in  Old  Exchange  Building.  At  the 
present  writing,  in  1885,  the  record  of  this  com- 
pany in  the  county  is  as  follows:  Commenced 
bushiess  in  1849  in  the  Exchange  Building,  the 
ground  now  occupied  by  the  Government  Building; 
in  1873  removed  to  the  corner  of  Maiden  lane  and 
Dean  street,  in  a  large,  capacious  building  owned 
by  the  company,  in  which  are  their  several  offices. 
James  W.  Hutt,  General  Superintendent;  George 
W.  Slingerland,  Assistant  Superintendent.  The 
railroads  upon  which  this  company  does  business  to 
or  from  Albany  are  the  Rensselaer  and  Saratoga; 
Albany  and  Susquehanna;  New  York,  West  Shore 
and  Buffalo.  There  are,  in  the  county,  twenty-six 
offices,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  employees, 
and  twenty-two  horses  in  daily  use. 

THOMPSON  &  CO.'S  WESTERN  EXPRESS 

Was  commenced  in  1841   by  William  F.  Harn- 
den.    Its  route  was  from  Boston  to  Albany,  and  its 
original  agent  in  Albany  was  Henry  Wells.    In  1844, 
Harnden  &  Co.  sold  this  Western  Express  to  James 
M.  Thompson,   its  agent.    The  new  prop  ietor 
was  shrewd,  systematic  and  persevering.    E.  Lamb 
Stone,  Thompson's  earliest  agent  in  Albany,  was  ! 
succeeded  in  the  autumn   of  1844  by  Robert  L. 
Johnson,  then  only  seventeen  years  old.     He  had 
been,  for  a  year  or  two,  a  clerk  for  Pomeroy  &  Co.'s 
Express.     When,  in  May,  1845,  'I'hompson  &  Co.  j 
occupied  the  same  premises.  Exchange  Building,  ! 
in  Albany,  he  acted  as  their  agjnt.     In  1847,  R.  | 
L.  Johnson,  the  Albany  agent,  started  an  express 
between  Albany  and  Troy,   over  the  Troy  and 
Greenwich  Railroad,  acting  as  his  own  messenger. 


He  continued  in  this  service  until  the  spring  of 
1853,  when  he  was  taken  into  the  partnership  of 
Thompson  &  Co.  This  company  connected  at 
Albany  with  the  American  Express  Company,  and 
Johnson  acted  as  agent. 

The  Albany,  Springfield  and  Boston  route  was 
sold  to  the  .\merican  by  J.  M.  Thompson,  R.  L. 
Johnson  and  William  N.  Melcher  in  1861. 

HOWARD  &  CO.'S  EXPRESS. 

N.  G.  Howard  was  agent  for  Harnden  &  Co.  at 
Albany  in  the  summer  of  1S42.  In  the  following 
year  he  became  associated  with  E.  C.  Bailey,  under 
the  style  of  Bailey  &  Howard.  Harnden,  desirous 
of  connecting  at  Albany  with  some  other  express 
than  Pomeroy  &  Co.,  brought  into  existence  Bailey 
&  Howard,  which  firm  soon  dissolved.  Shortly 
after  abandoning  his  Albany  and  Buffalo  enterprise, 
Howard  joined  E.  H.  Virgil  in  running  an  express 
between  Albany  and  Jilontreal.  This  proving  up- 
hill work,  Howard  accepted  an  ofl'er  from  Harnden 
to  take  charge  of  the  Philadelphia  office,  which  he 
did  in  the  spring  of  1844. 

In  1866  The  Merchants'  Union  Express  Com- 
pany was  organized  as  a  stock  company  of  prom- 
inent men,  with  a  large  capital.  This  proved  un- 
successful, and  the  company  was  consolidated, 
December  i,  1868,  with  the  American,  under  the 
name  of  The  .American  Merchants'  Union  Express 
Company.  This  name  was  retained  until  Febru- 
ary I,  1873,  when  it  was  changed  to 

THE  AMERICAN  EXPRESS  COMPANY. 

By  these  consolidations,  and  the  vast  growth  of 
its  operations  in  the  Far  West,  the  capital  of  the 
Am-irican  was  increased  to  $18, 000,00c.  Its 
managing  forces  were  augmented  by  the  accession 
of  Messrs.  Theo.  M.  Pomeroy,  General  John  N. 
Knapp  and  William  H.  Seward,  and  two  other 
business  men  of  capital,  enterprise  and  approved 
judgment,  thus  rendering  it  without  a  superior 
among  the  mercantile  institutions  of  America. 

The  American  Express  Company  doing  busi- 
ness in  .\lbany  County  is  largely  the  growth  from 
seed  sown  by  such  men  as  Henry  Wells,  Crawford 
Livingston.  William  A.  Livingston,  R.  L.  Johnson 
and  George  Pomeroy.  More  than  two-score  years 
ago,  in  1 84 1,  when  Harnden  induced  Henry 
Wells  to  serve  him  as  agent.  Wells,  then  young, 
sanguine,  full  of  energy  and  willing  to  work,  fixed 
his  headquarters  in  Albany.  He  became  associ- 
ciatcd  with  George  Pomeroy  and  Crawford  Liv- 
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ingston,  in  1S42,  in  the  Hudson  River  Express, 
and  having  been  an  agent  and  runner  for  the  river 
steamboats,  he  was  well  schooled  for  this  special 
enterprise  and  proved  a  valualile  partner.  Craw- 
ford Livingston  at  this  time  was  a  coal  merchant, 
with  only  a  few  hundred  dollars  at  his  command. 
With  his  associates  and  unremitting  hard  work,  he 
commanded  respect  and  was  in  a  measure  pros- 
perous. Pomeroy  and  Wells  had,  so  far,  served 
as  the  two  messengers  of  the  concern,  having  a 
desk  in  the  Exchange  fjuilding,  where  the  first  ex- 
press business  was  transacted  in  this  city.  Jklany 
years  afterwards  it  was  a  daily  scene  of  hurry  and 
commotion.  Dispatch  and  delivery  were  executed 
promptly.  Crawford  Livingston  was  on  hand  here 
daily,  a  most  indefatigable  agent,  clerk  and  man- 
ager, his  firm  representing  both  Pomeroy  &  Co. 
and  Harnden  k.  Co.  Samuel  Carter  became  assist- 
ant agent  in  this  office.  Crawtord  Livingston  re- 
moved to  New  York  to  take  charge  of  the  business 
of  the  new  firm  of  Livingston,  Wells  &  Co. ,  William 
A.  Livingston  taking  his  brother's  place  in  Albany. 
Soon  after  this,  in  1S44,  the  Western  Express 
Forwarders  became  identified  with  a  new  force, 
the  late  William  G.  Fargo  becoming  resident  part- 
ner and  manager  at  Buffalo,  assisted,  subsequently, 
by  his  brothers,  James  C.  and  Charles  Fargo.  The 
Western  Express  firm  name  was  Livingston, 
Fargo  &  Co.,  its  style  in  Albany  being  originally 
Livingston,  Wells  &  Co. ,  and  after  Crawford  Liv- 
ingston's death,  in  1S47,  Wells  &  Co.  '•  Robbie" 
L.  Johnson  at  that  time  was  label  boy  and  general 
helper  in  the  Albany  office.  He  was  a  bright, 
rosy-faced,  energetic,  honest  little  fellow,  and  grew 
into  great  popularity  and  prosperity  in  the  express 
service  in  Albany.  He  became  a  partner  and  local 
agent  for  Pullen,  Virgil  &  Co. 's  Troy  and  ]\Iontreal 
Express,  now  the  National  Express  Company; 
also  partner  of  Thompson  i  Co.  Mr.  Johnson 
was  a  man  remarkable  for  his  strict  integrity,  great 
financial  and  executive  ability,  and  superior  busi- 
ness qualities.  In  his  social  relations  he  vvas  re- 
spected by  all,  a  worthy  citizen  of  whom  Albany 
was  proud.  He  died  here  a  few  years  ago.  The 
agents  who  have  served  the  American  at  Albany  since 
the  beginning,  in  1842,  have  been  Henry  Wells, 
Agent  of  Harnden's  Boston  and  New  York  Express 
and  Pomeroy  &  Co. 's  Hudson  River  Express,  which 
were  merged  in  Livingston,  Wells  &  Co.  in  1S43, 
«ith  Crawford  Livingston  as  Agent;  in  1845,  Will- 
iam C.  Spencer  was  Agent.  In  1850,  Butterfieid. 
Wasson  &  Co. 's  Express  was  consolidated  with  it, 
under  the  corporate  name  of  The  American  Express 
Company.  Henry  Wells  was  President  ;  John 
4a 
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I  Butterfieid,  Vice-President;  William  C.  Fargo,  Sec- 
I  retary;  and  Alexander  Holland,  .  Treasurer,  who 
I  served  for  thirty-five  years. 

i      The  Superintendent  of  the  New  York  State  East- 
i  ern  Division  of  the  American,  ^I.  B.  White,  long 
i  resided  at  Albany.     He  was,  in  October,  1867, 
i  succeeded  by  E.  H.  Sly,  who  as  clerk,  messenger, 
and  line  superintendent  or  route  agent  between 
Albany  and  New  York,  resided  here.    .For  a  year 
past  C.  W.  Selleck  has  served  the  company  in  like 
capacity.    It  has  headquarters  on  the  second  floor 
of  the  Express  Building,  corner  of  Broadway  and 
Steuben  streets.   John  L.  Van  Valkenburgh,  who 
I  was  first  employed  by  the  company  in  ^larch, 
I  1863,  succeeded  I\Ir.  Sly  as  superintendent,  Feb- 
I  ruary,    1874.     He  is  still    the  highly  esteemed, 
i  popular  and  faithful  agent  of  the  popular  Amer- 
ican, with  a  force  of  fifteen  clerks,  forty  messengers 
and  general  supervision.    The  business  requires 
the  services  of  twenty-four  horses,  twelve  drivers, 
and  other  helpers  as  needed. 

The  business  of  this  company  was  originally 
from  Albany  to  New  York  City  by  the  river,  and 
extended   to  Buffalo,  via  several  short  railroads 
i  and  stage  lines,  in  1845.    Now,  and  fur  thirty-five 
j  years  past,  it  is  making  full  use  of  the  Hudson 
j  River  Railroad  and  the  New  York  Central,  with 
their  connections,   and  the  Boston  and  Albany 
Railroad.     It   has  exclusive   control  of  34,417 
miles  of  railroad,   4,718  offices  and  7,053  em- 
ployees. 

Other  line  superintendents  are  or  have  been  A. 
G.  Nickerson,  J.  Schermerhorn,  H.  M.  Dwight, 
and  John  B.  Prentiss,  with  headquarters  at  Syra- 
cuse. 

7"he  American  is  fortunate  in  retaining  the  best 
of  its  emploj'ees,  and  when,  after  many  years  faith- 
ful service,  they  decline  into  the  sear  and  yellow 
leaf,  and,  unfitted  for  the  active  duties  of  express- 
men, become  superannuated,  the  company  accords 
them  pensionary  support  adequate  to  their  neces- 
sities, and  respects  them  for  their  past  fidelity  and 
usefulness.    Among  this  class  in  Albany,  the  most 
worthy  of  honorable  mention  are  Andrew  Weather- 
I  wax  and  B.  P.  Wheeler,  who  have  served  as  ex- 
i  press  messengers  thirty-two  years  each.  Alexander 
I  Stone,  in  the  American's  service  twenty-five  years, 
j  is  still  on  a  money  wagon,  performing  daily  duty, 
I  greatly  respected  by  the  company  and  its  many 
customers  in  this  city. 

The   writer   is  specially   indebted   to   A.    L.  . 
Stimson  and  John  L.  Van  \'alkenburg  for  kindly 
giving  aid  and  counsel  in  making  up  this  express 
history. 
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BAGGAGE  EXPRESS.  | 

This  branch  of  business  ^vas  begun  in  Albany  as  ' 
early  as  1868,  by  Ransom  Garrett  and  Thomas  H.  \ 
Wygant,  from  and  to  the  railroad  and  steamboat  j 
depots.   Wygant  &  Co.  have  been  represented  byT.  ! 
H.  Wygant, T.  B.  ]\Iorrow  and  George  Hendrickson. 
The  firm  is  now  composetl  of  T.  H.  Wygant  and  , 
George  Hendrickson.     Baggage  is  received,  deliv-  , 
ered  or  tratisferred,  at  small  expense,  to  the  several  ' 
railroad  depots,  steamboat  landings,  hotels  or  pri-  i 
vate  residences  in  any  part  of  the  city.   Agents  pass 
through  the  principal  and  ex{)ress  passenger  trains 
when  nearing  the  city,  collect  checks,  and  upon  I 
arrival  deliver  the  baggage  with  promptness.  They 
also  answer  calls  by  telephone  and  receive  orders 
by  call  books  in  the  baggage-rooms  of  the  differ- 


ent depots  and  several  designated  places  in  the 
city.  The  charges  are  :  Inside  of  Lark,  Arch  and 
Livingston  avenues,  thirty  cents  for  a  single  piece 
of  baggage,  and  twenty-five  cents  for  each  addi- 
tional piece,  and  special  rates  for  combinations, 
with  charges  according  to  distance,  beyond  speci- 
fied rates.  Union  Depot,  Delaware  and  Hudson 
Canal  Compan}-  and  West  Shore  Railroad  Depots 
are  the  principal  offices.  The  company  emplo}.-? 
fifteen  persons  and  thirteen  horses.  Connected 
with  their  business  is  a  boarding  stable  located  at 
46  Spencer  street. 

The  Albany  Five  Cent  City  Express  is  located  at 
No.  8  James  street  and  does  a  good  business. 

The  Cohoes,  Troy  and  Lansingburgh  Express 
has  an  office  at  74  State  street.  It  transports  mer- 
chandise, etc.,  by  wagons. 


TELEGRAPH  BUSINESS. 


HE  City  of  Albany  is  very  intimately  connected 
1  with  the  early  history  of  telegraphy.  Per- 
haps, with  the  exception  of  S.  F.  B.  ]\Iorse,  no  one 
performed  a  more  important  part  in  discovering  the 
means  of  transmitting  intelligent  sounds  through 
wire  by  magnetic  force  than  Joseph  Henry,  a  native 
of  Albany,  who  from  1826  to  1832  was  one  of  the 
professors  in  the  Albany  Academy.  It  was  in  an 
upper  room  of  the  academy  building  that  Henry 
first  demonstrated  the  theory  of  the  telegraph,  by 
the  transmission  of  the  tones  of  a  bell  through  a 
mile  of  wire  strung  around  the  room.  It  has  been 
well  said:  "The  click  heard  from  every  joint  of 
those  mystic  wires  which  now  link  together  every 
city  and  village  all  over  this  continent,  is  but  the 
echo  of  that  little  bell  which  first  sounded  in  the 
upper  room  of  the  Albany  Academy. "  Professor 
Henry  had  long  been  a  sanguine  believer  diat  elec- 
tricity w^ould  ultimately  accomplish  all  it  has  in 
the  transmission  of  sound,  and  as  early  as  1829, 
by  successful  experiments,  had  discovered  many  of 
the  fundamental  principles  of  telegraphy.  An 
article  on  this  subject  written  by  him,  and  pub- 
lished in  a  scientific  journal  in  1831,  attracted 
much  attention.  In  fact  so  many  important  dis- 
coveries on  this  subject  were  made  by  Professor 
Henry,  that  some  of  the  scientific  men  of  to-day 
regard  him  as  the  originator  of  the  underlying 
principles  of  the  INIorse  system  of  telegraphy.  The 
relationship  between  Henry  and  ^lorse  was  close 
and  intimate,  as  revealed  bv  the  friendlv  corre- 


spondence between  them  on  a  subject  so  dear  to 
both,  a  number  of  years  prior  to  Morse's  well- 
known  triumph  in  1844.  From  Professor  Henry, 
]\Iorse  admitted  having  not  only  received  much 
encouragement,  but  much  practical  assistance. 
Our  venerated  townsman,  Professor  Philip  Ten 
Eyck,  once  a  profe.ssor  in  Albany  Academy,  well 
remembers  Professor  Henry's  experiments  and  the 
assistance  he  rendered. 

Afier  Morse  had  demonstrated  the  success  of  his 
experiments,  by  sending  a  message  over  a  wire 
stretched  from  Baltimore  to  Washington  in  1844.  it 
was  not  long  before  men  of  capital  began  to  take 
hold  of  the  scheme. 

P  ominent  among  the  men  in  this  State  to  be- 
come interested  in  the  new  telegraph  enterprise  in 
1845,  were  Theodore  S.  Faxton,  John  Butterfield 
and  Hiram  Greenman,  three  men  well  known  in 
Albany  at  this  time  as  pioneers  of  the  old  stage 
line  through  central  and  eastern  Xew  York.  They 
went  to  Washington,  and  with  the  utmost  care 
made  themselves  familiar  with  all  the  details,  and 
formed  a  favorable  judgment  of  an  invention  then 
but  little  understood,  and  looked  upon  with  incre- 
dulity. Early  in  June,  Mr.  Butterfield  closed  a  con- 
tract with  Mr.  Kendall  to  erect  a  line  of  the  Morse 
telegraph  between  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  Buffalo, 
via  Albany,  and  from  .■\lbany  to  New  York. 

July  16,  1845,  an  association  was  formcil  in 
Utica  to  construct  the  Springfield,  Albany  and 
Buffalo  Telegraph  Line.    Trustees  were  appointed. 
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These  were  Theodore  S.  Faxton,  John  Butterfield,  j 
Hiram  Greenman,  Henry  Wells  and  Crawford  Liv-  | 
ingston.    The  capital  was  fixed  at  $20o,coo,  with 
power  to  increase  it  to  $250,000.    The  trustees  be- 
came the  contractors  to  construct  the  line,  which 
was  to  consist  of  two  copper  wires.  ! 

At  this  time  this  enterprise  was  looked  upon  as  | 
foolish  and  impracticable.  Steps  were  soon  taken  ' 
to  prove  it  could  be  made  of  practical  utility.  In 
September,  1845,  a  wire  was  stretched  from  Utica 
to  the  fair  grounds,  and  the  successful  workin^^^  of  ' 
the  system  was  regarded  with  wonder  and  amaze-  ; 
ment.  November  7,  1845,  a  wire  was  run  from  | 
Buffalo  to  Lockport,  being  the  first  line  opened  in  ! 
America  for  regular  commercial  business.  Mean-  j 
while  the  State  was  canvassed  and  a  fair  subscrip-  | 
tion  secured.  No  interest  was  taken,  strange  to  j 
say,  by  Albany  capitalists  in  this  movement.  | 

The  first  section  of  the  new  line  was  built  between  ' 
Albany  and  Utica.  To  this  ^Mr.  Fa.xton  devoted  j 
his  whole  time.  In  this  city,  where  he  was  well  j 
known,  he  did  not  receive  much  encouragement:  { 
some  of  his  friends  even  laughed  at  what  they  con-  i 
sidered  his  foolish  zeal,  and  predicted  naught  but 
failure. 

The  line  between  Albany  and  Utica  was  finished 
and  ready  for  business,  January  31,  1S45.  The 
Albany  office  was  located  in  the  old  Exchange  j 
Building,  and  was  under  the  management  of  O.  ! 
S.  Wood  and  S.  P.  Carter.    The  opening  of  this  '. 
office  caused  great  excitement  in  the  city.    The  i 
newspapers  of  that  day  show  how  intensely  the  peo- 
ple were  moved.     One  of  the  earlier  feats  of  these 
primitive  times  was  to  telegraph  from  Albany  to 
Utica  the  New  York  news  brought  up  by  the  \ 
Albany  boats   which  arrived   in  Albany  in   the  ; 
morning. 

The  line  from  Albany  to  New  York  was  com- 
pleted July  3.  1846;  to  Hudson,  October  28,  1S46;  i 
Troy,  August  7th;  Syracuse,  May   ist;  Auburn, 
May  25th;  to  Geneva,  November  Qih. 

When  the  office  was  opened  in  Rochester,  June 
1st,  the  whole  city  seemed  in  a  general  excitement. 
The  papers  gave  glowing  descriptions  of  the  ma- 
chinery and  the  influence  which  the  telegraph  was 
to  exert  on  human  history. 

Connection  was  made  with  Buffalo,  Julv  3,  1846; 
and  the  whole  line  from  BufTalo  to  New  York  com-  1 
pleted  September  9,  1846. 

January  5,  1847,  Governor  Young's  message  of 
5,000  words  was  sent  from  Albany  to  New  York  in  1 
two  and  one-half  hours  by  W.  C.  Buel  and  John  j 
Johnson.    This  was  regarded  as  a  wonderful  per-  I 
formance.  ! 


During  the  winter  of  1846-7,  a  severe  sleet  storm 
nearly  demolished  the  wires  from  Albany  to  Am- 
sterdam, and  from  IVoy  to  Hudson,  suspending 
operations  for  six  weeks.  The  comparative  strength 
of  iron  and  copper  wire  to  withstand  the  force  of  a 
severe  storm  was  then  demonstrated  in  favor  of 
iron  wire,  now  in  universal  use. 

.May  I,  1847,  when  the  Albany  ofTice  had  been 
removed  to  the  Delevan  House,  i\Ir.  Carter,  the 
manager,  while  receiving  a  message  from  Utica, 
found  the  paper  had  become  twisted.  As  he  with 
difficulty  attempted  to  translate,  W.  C.  Buel.  the 
assistant  manager,  who  was  sitting  near,  said;  "I 
think  Utica  asks  '  if  the  nine  o'clock  train  has  ar- 
rived.'" Scarcely  knowing  how  the  intelligence 
came  to  him.  Carter  was  much  astonished  to  find 
it  correct.  ]\Ir.  Ten  E_\'ck,  oi  Evening  J(mrnal, 
who  was  present,  made  the  incident  the  subject  of 
an  article,  which  was  extensively  copied,  even  in 
Europe.  Thus  Buel  is  justly  claimed  to  be  one  of 
the  original  sound  readers. 

The  success  of  the  Springfield,  Albany  and 
Buffalo  Company  awakened  opposition.  About 
two  years  after  the  establishment  of  this  line, 
the  House  State  Printing  Telegraph  Company 
constructed  a  line  from  New  York  to  Buffalo 
by  way  of  Albany,  and  opened  an  office  in  this 
city  in  the  Exchange  Building:  but  subsequently 
removed  to  the  old  Museum  Building.  The 
method  of  receiving  messages  by  this  company 
was  somewhat  different  from  the  Morse  system, 
which  at  this  time  consisted  of  certain  signs  punc- 
tured on  white  paper,  to  be  translated  by  the  oper- 
ator. By  the  House  method  the  messages  as 
received  were  printed  in  Roman  characters,  the 
wires  being  connected  with  a  type  machine,  with 
alphabetical  keys  similar  to  the  present  type-writing 
machines.  A  short  time  afier  the  House  Company 
became  established,  the  Merchants' State  Telegraph 
Company  was  constructed  from  New  York  to 
Buffalo.  This  company  used  what  was  known  as 
the  Bain  patent.  The  existence  of  this  line  was 
mainly  owing  to  the  exertions  of  Henry  O'Reilly, 
of  Rochester,  and  by  his  name  the  company  was 
generally  known.  Its  oOice  in  this  city  was  in  the 
old  Museum  Building.  This  line  was  run  as  an 
opposition  line  to  the  Springfield,  All>any  and 
Buffalo  Company  and  the  House  Company,  until 
1852,  when  it  was  consolidated  with  the  former 
company. 

In  1857.  the  American  and  the  New  York,  Al- 
bany and  Buffalo  lines  were  formed.  The  latter 
company  at  this  time  purchased  the  property  and 
rights  of  the  House  Printing  Company.  The  ofiice 


■■■  ':<  ■■    -.iTioH  !i':'virj(l         ...J   5J'^/0!!'^>•^   •  r 

:  ,•  I.  ■  - -^v  -  •:  -  ;-i -  'j.jii    ^  -qiTvS'.JiS  liii  .•  . 

:  ^  ..,1  .n,^-:  >  •■   '  r:- -  /> -in  -  v  .bs^tns?  fion 

.    ^    ■    •  ,  ,v'V'   .. I: -i!'*        '■,■:!■)  .v 

-  r  :  -'l/'  fci.i;  i  n-;iE.  iarA'A 

  _  , ;  ■ 

.  .- -  :   '  ■      ..    '  '     ,  ;  ■  ;  •  ■.  .    -ll-J  [   - JK: i  >  'i^.-A    tr  - 

.  „--•  -  '  .  :    ■  ^  ...  S.V.  V   i::^:^^  vnn^iiA 
 -'^     ,  ■  ,  _             ,   /.       ....               "                     .  - 

,  ,  ■..  ,  ^  ...  K.ri'         i'  ' 

;    .,  ,    ....   ..  ,- ■  '         ■     ■'    f'-'r-:.:.  '  i^':.'-U'    i-'J'.;''--:  ■lyi-h:-- 


nil. 

.  ,  -1  (..^;';:;-- 


324 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


of  the  American  was  located  at  450  Broadway,  and 
in  1864,  removed  to  the  corner  of  State  and  Broad- 
way. It  had  connections  with  Boston,  Providence, 
St.  Johns,  Pittstleld,  Springfield,  Hartford,  Port- 
land, Halifax,  and  intermediate  places,  with  con- 
necting lines  to  all  other  parts  of  the  Eastern  States 
and  the  British  Provinces. 

P>om  1864  to  1 866,  the  United  States  Telegraph 
Company  had  an  office  in  this  city  in  the  Exchange 
Building. 

In  1864,  the  Western  Union  Company  was 
formed.  It  was  originally  a  Western  line,  known 
as  the  ]\Iississippi  Valley  Telegraph  Company,  its 
lines  running  from  Mississippi  to  Buffalo.  In  the 
same  year  it  purchased  the  New  York,  Albany 
and  Buffalo  line,  and  the  Springfield,  Albany  and 
Buffalo  Ime,  which,  from  1845  to  this  date,  had  an 
office  in  this  city.  Thus  was  opened  up  a  direct 
communication  between  the  West  and  New  York 
City.  The  central  office  in  Albany  was  located  in 
the  old  Museum  Building,  under  the  management 
of  George  15.  Prescott.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  sale 
of  the  Springfield,  Albany  and  Buffalo  line  to  the 
Western  Union,  its  affairs  had  been  managed  in  this 
city,  besides  those  already  mentioned,  by  C.  S. 
Cutler,  J.  R.  W.  Johnston,  S.  C.  Rice,  E.  S.  Keep, 
C.  S.  Jones,  M.  L,  ]\Iorgan  and  Fred  H.  Law- 
rence. 

In  1866,  the  Western  Union  purchased  the 
United  States  line,  and  from  this  time  to  1870, 
when  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  line  was  constructed, 
had  a  monopoly  of  the  telegraph  business  in  this 
section. 

The  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Company's  office  was  first 
located  at  463  Broadway,  and  afterwards  removed 
to  444  Broadway,  with  branch  offices  in  the  Lum- 
ber District  and  at  the  Capitol. 

In  1877,  this  company  was  consolidated  with  the 
Western  Union.  The  Western  Union  had  no  other 
competing  line  in  this  city  until  the  American 
Union  line  was  constructed  in  1880,  with  an  office 
at  444  Broadway.  But  this  company  was  in 
existence  but  a  short  time,  when  it  was  consolidated 
with  the  Western  Union. 

In  1882,  two  competing  lines  were  constiucted, 
with  offices  in  Albany,  the  Mutual  Union  and  the 
American  Rapid.    The  former  opened  an  office  at 


462  Broadway  ami  tiie  latter  at  the  corner  of  State 
and  James.  Neither  existed  as  a  separate  com- 
pany more  than  a  year,  the  Mutual  Union  becom- 
ing consolidated  with  the  Western  Union,  and  the 
American  Rapid  being  leased  to  the  Bankers'  and 
[Merchants'. 

In  18S4,  the  Bankers' and  Merchants' and  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  opened  offices  in  this  city,  the 
former  at  444  Broadway  and  the  latter  at  462  Broad- 
way. The  Bankers'  and  Merchants',  a  short  time 
ago,  was  sold  to  the  United  line.  Its  office 
in  this  city  is  now  under  the  capable  management 
of  J.  H.  Rugg,  who  for  many  years  has  been 
connected  with  the  telegraph  business  in  Albany. 
The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  in  this  city  is  under  the 
management  of  Y..  J.  Slattery.  This  company  has 
branch  offices  in  this  county  at  West  Trov  and 
Coeymans.  The  central  office  of  the  V.'cstern 
L^nion  in  this  city  is  located  in  the  old  ^Museum 
Building  at  the  corner  of  State  and  Broadwav, 
with  branch  offices  at  the  Capitol,  West  Albany, 
Delevan  House.  Union  Depot,  Lumber  District, 
People's  Line  Office,  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal 
Railroad  Office,  and  at  the  Kenmore  Hotel.  Out- 
side of  this  city,  within  the  county,  it  has  offices  at 
West  Troy,  Cohoes  and  Coeymans.  Its  local  man- 
agement is  under  F.  W.  Sabold. 

In  1871,  the  New  York  Central  and  Hudson 
River  Railroad  and  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal 
Company  constructed  a  line  of  telegraph  along 
their  respective  roads  and  opened  offices  in  this  citv. 
These  lines  are  still  in  use,  but  only  for  the  accom- 
m.odation  of  the  respective  railroad  companies,  and 
not  for  the  general  public. 

The  American  District  Telegraph  Companv. 
chartered  in  1S75,  is  simply  a  local  telegraph  line, 
with  messenger  service  for  the  City  and  County  of 
Albany.  It  went  into  operation  in  1S76.  with  a 
central  office  at  4  44  Broadway,  afterwards  removed 
to  468  Broadway.  It  is  now  owned  by  the  Com- 
mercial Telephone  Company,  untler  the  manage- 
ment of  A.  B.  Uline. 

The  Capital  District  Telegraph  Company,  similar 
to  the  American  District,  went  into  operation  in 
this  city  in  18S1,  with  a  central  office  at  No.  100 
State  street,  and  is  now  under  the  management  of 
W.  H.  Hamilton. 
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THE  TELEPHONE  AND  MESSENGER  SERVICE. 


THIS  comes  from  one  of  the  moit  recent  and 
remarkable  inventions  which  contribute  to 
man's  innumerable  wants.  In  this  county  it  was 
the  outgrowth  of  the  American  District  Telegraph 
Company,  located  in  the  City  of  Albany,  and  char- 
tered in  November,  1875.  -^^  began  operations  in 
February,  1876,  by  instituting  messenger  service, 
which  has  been,  in  part,  superseded  by  the  tele- 
phone. 

The  American  District  Telegraph  Company 
made  a  contract  with  the  Bell  Telephone  Company, 
of  Boston,  for  the  use  of  the  latter's  instruments,  in 
March,  1878,  and  in  IMay  established  a  telephone 
exchange  m  Albany,  with  about  one  hundred  sub- 
scribers. The  Albany  District  Company  controlled 
the  business  until  Ju'}-,  \'^'J^,  wh^^n  the  Commer- 
cial Telephone  Company  began  operations  in  the 
city. 

The  owners  of  the  Commercial  Company  ob- 
tained control  of  the  American  District  in  Novem- 
ber, 1880,  and  the  two  companies  were  consolidated 
in  January,  18S1,  under  the  name  of  the  Com- 
mercial Telephone  Company. 

This  company  was  located  at  468  Broadway 
(Van  Heusen  is.  Charles'  Marble  Building),  with 
branches  at  68  Washington  avenue  and  corner  of 
South  Pearl  and  H:imilton  streets.  The  officers 
were:  Henry  R.  Pierson,  President;  N.  D.  \\'en- 
dell.  Treasurer;  J.  L.  Van  Valkenburgh,  Secretary; 
A.  B.  Uline,  Manager. 

The  Hudson  River  Telephone  Company  began 
operations  in  1883,  and  are  now  the  owners  of  the 
Commercial  Company,  with  lines  and  commu- 
nication e.xtending  to  the  following  places  in  the 
county:  The  Abbey,  Berne,  East  Berne,  West 
Berne,  Cedar  Hill,  Coeymans,  Clarksville,  Cohoes, 
Green  Island,  Hurstville.  Chesterville,  London- 
ville,  Menands,  Potter's  Hollow,  Slingerlands, 
Sloans,  West  Albany,  West  Troy,  Watervleit 
Centre,  Newtonville,  New  Scotland,  Delmar, 
Rensselacrville.  Bethlehem,  (iuilderland,  Preston 
Hollow,  with  about  2,000  stations  or  instruments 
distributed  in  the  city  and  county.  The  employees 
number  about  one  hundred. 


The  officers  of  the  Hudson  River  Company  are: 
J.  Bigler,  President;  H.  L.  Storke,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer;  A.  B.  Uline,  General  Manager.  Direc 
tors:  J.  Bigler,  H.  L.  Storke,  A.  B.  Uline,  C.  S. 
Beardsley,  D.  A.  Smith,  A.  O.  Moigan,  Theo.  N. 
Vail.  General  office.  No.  468  Broadway,  Albany. 
Branch  offices:  68  Washington  avenue  and  corner 
South  Pearl  and  Hamilton  streets. 

The  Messenger  Service,  beginning  here  in  I87^, 
under  the  American  District  Telegraph  Companv, 
has  been  fully  identified  with  the  business  interests 
of  the  city  as  one  of  its  very  useful,  almost  neces- 
sary modern  conveniences.  The  system  adopted 
is  tor  each  subscriber  to  have  a  bo.x,  and  bv  pulling 
down  a  crank,  a  number  peculiar  to  that  box  is  re- 
corded at  the  office,  which  is  answered  promptly 
by  a  uniformed  miessenger  boy.  This  method  is 
still  used  to  some  extent,  the  telephone  in  a  great 
measure  taking  its  place.  The  Commercial  Tele- 
phone Company  became  the  owners  of  the  Amer- 
ican District  Telegraph  Company,  both  of  which 
are  now  owned  by  the  Hudson  River  Telephone 
Company.  From  forty  to  sixty  boys  are  employed. 
Boxes  are  placed  at  convenient  locations  free  of 
cost,  subscribers  paying  only  lor  service.  The 
rates  are:  For  30  minutes  or  less,  10  cents;  30  to 
45  minutes,  15  cents;  45  to  60  minutes,  20  cents: 
each  continuous  hour  after  the  first,  15  cents.  The 
boys  are  called  to  perform  all  kinds  of  errand  work. 
They  distribute  invitations,  wedding  cards,  circu- 
lars, packages,  etc.,  etc.  Offices  for  this  service 
are  at  the  Fludson  River  Telephone  Companv's 
offices.  This  company  now  controls  all  the  terri- 
tory from  New  York  City  to  Clinton  County  east 
to  the  State  line,  and  west  fifty  miles  along  the 
Hudson  River  to  Jersey  City.  It  is  the  only  com- 
pany operating  from  this  city  or  in  the  county. 

In  1880.  the  Construction  Telephone  and  Sup- 
ply Company  contracted  to  build  lines  and  ex- 
changes throughout  the  State.  A.  B.  Uline. 
President  and  Manager;  W.  B.  Butler,  Secretarv 
and  Treasurer.  This  was  finally  purchased  by  the 
Bell  Telephone  Company,  of  Boston,  and  afterward 
sold  to  the  Hudson  River  Telephone  Company. 
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AGRICULTURE  IN 


AGRICULTURE,  or  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  ! 
is  the  first  and  one  of  the  most  important 
occupations  of  the  human  family,  having  been  in- 
stituted and  blessed  by  the  Creator  as  soon  as  the 
earth  was  ready  for  man's  habilaiion.  Then  was  the 
command  given  that  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow  was 
man  to  earn  his  bread.  Agricultural  art  is  a  factor 
in  molding  human  events  and  in  adjusting  the  in- 
terests of  communities.  Its  rational  pursuit  is  not 
incompatible  with  the  highest  intellectual  attain- 
ments and  the  best  development  of  the  individual 
citizen  and  of  the  public  service. 

Many  of  the  sciences  are  useful  servants  of  agri- 
culture, and  the  most  learned  often  become  its  most 
skilled  e.\ponents. 

The  energies  of  the  thrifty  husbandman  lead  to 
substantial  comforts,  and  no  one  better  deserves 
and  enjoys  the  luxuries  of  life. 

In  the  early  settlement  of  this  county,  its  agricul- 
tural inducements  were  not  very  inviting.  For 
many  years,  little  progress  was  made  in  this  direc- 
tion. The  land  was  covered  with  a  heavy  growth 
of  trees  that  required  to  be  felled  and  removed  be- 
fore the  soil  could  be  planted  and  tilled.  .Sturdy 
blows  from  the  pioneer's  ax  cleared  the  forest  for 
an  opening  upon  which  to  erect  his  log  cabin  and 
extend  his  fields  for  culture.  Here,  too,  he  was 
met  by  Indians  and  wild  beasts — enemies  cruel,  } 
treacherous  and  savage,  which  were  to  be  tamed  or  ! 
subdued.  In  these  days  the  settler  and  his  family  j 
experienced  the  greatest  hardships  and  difficulties. 
Useful  implements  and  other  conveniences  were 
needed,  the  lack  of  which  made  his  labor  burden- 
some and  of  slow  progress.  Another  and,  per- 
haps, greater  want  was  that  of  domestic  animals, 
then  introduced  only  to  a  limited  extent  for  food 
or  for  assistance  in  the  daily  demands  of  labor. 
The  poor  man  dwelt  in  his  cabin-home  and  pa-  j 
.tiently  wrought,  with  spade  and  grub-hoe,  a  scanty 
subsistence  from  the  soil.  The  native  forest  fur- 
nished him  with  wild  game  and  the  streams  an 
abundance  of  fish. 

Nine-tenths  of  the  farmers  of  that  day  com- 
menced life  bare-handed,  as  tenants  or  in  debt  for 
land,  with  small  means  for  purchasing  stock,  im- 
plements or  necessaries.  Yet  they  possessed  rug- 
ged constitutions,  a  determined  spirit,  and  a  will  to  t 
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labor.  None  knew,  from  hard  experience,  better 
than  these  farmers  and  their  wives,  the  necessity  of 
self-denial,  unflinching  industry  and  careful  econ- 
omy, in  their  heroic  struggles  to  secure  a  home  and 
rear  a  family  ;  nor  the  firm  reliance  and  strength- 
giving  trust  in  God  and  each  other  needed  to  sus- 
tain them  through  the  long  years  of  discouraging 
trials  and  unceasing  toil. 

There  were  conditions  and  unfavorable  sur- 
roundings which  attended  these  early  adventurers 
in  their  choice  of  occupancy.  Many  of  these 
early  farmers  were  unused  to  labor  of  this  kind, 
having  been  engaged  by  the  West  India  Company 
as  traders  or  servants.  But  dependence  on  this  was 
not  proving  permanently  profitable  to  the  Dutch 
boor.  He  at  first  selected  lands  of  easy  culture 
near  Fort  Orange.  Small  beginnings  were  made. 
In  time  others  followed,  extending  their  possessions 
farther  in  the  forest,  seeking  the  best  lands  within 
easy  communication.  At  the  same  time  he  held 
his  trade  with  the  Indians  as  well  as  he  could  for 
the  benefit  of  the  company.  Farming  was  neg- 
lected in  these  early  years  and  by  these  first  col- 
onists. 

The  West  India  Company,  by  their  charter,  had 
the  right  to  navigate  the  rivers  of  New  Netherlands: 
and  in  1623  equipped  a  vessel  of  130  lasts,  called 
the  New  Netherland,  whereof  Cornells  Jacobs, 
of  Horn,  was  skipper,  with  thirty  families,  mostly 
Walloons,  to  plant  a  colony.  They  sailed  in  the 
beginning  of  March,  and  in  May  entered  the  River 
Mauritius.  Eight  of  these  families  came  to  Albanv. 
But  they  came  not  as  farmers. 

In  1625  and  1626,  "there  arrived  for  New 
Netherlands,  at  Mauritius,  103  head  of  cattle — stal- 
lions, mares,  steers  and  cow.s,  hogs  and  sheep,  for 
breeding  and  multiplying."  Few,  if  any,  were 
taken  to  Fort  Orange.  The  Patroon  charter  of 
1629,  provided,  that  within  four  years,  at  least  fifty 
persons  over  fifteen  years  of  age,  one-fourth  of  whom 
should  be  located  within  the  first  year,  should  settle 
in  every  colony.  Early  in  the  spring  of  the  follow- 
ing year,  a  number  of  colonists  with  their  families, 
and  provided  with  farming  implements,  stock  and 
other  necessaries,  sailed  from  Texel  and  landed  in 
safety  at  the  Manhattes.  In  a  short  time  afterwards 
some  of  them  landed  at  Fort  Orange,  and  were 
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soon  furnished  with  farms,  houses  and  other 
dwelHngs  at  the  expense  of  the  Palroon  and  his 
associates.  Other  colonists  followed  each  succeed- 
ing season.  Needful  supplies  of  stores  were  kept 
by  the  agents  of  the  Patroon  and  sold  to  the  col- 
onists. In  1644,  Priest  Jogues.  says  of  Bever- 
wyck  :  "There  are  twenty-five  or  thirty  houses 
along  the  river,  built  of  boards  and  thatched. 
They  cultivate  some  land  for  their  horses,  of  which 
they  have  a  large  stock. " 

Among  the  products  cultivated  were  Indian 
corn,  wheat,  tlax,  hemp  and  tobacco.  Sugar  made 
from  the  maple  was  a  substitute  for  cane-sugar. 
These  articles  were  bartered  with  the  agents  of  the 
company  in  return  for  foreign  goods  for  household 
and  domestic  use. 

There  seems  to  have  been  very  little  progress 
made  or  interest  developed  in  farming  until  after 
Enghsh  rule  in  1664,  when  a  change  in  govern- 
ment brought  some  encouragement  to  the  few- 
tillers  of  the  soil.  Hardships  were  many;  the 
winters  were  severe,  with  cold  and  snow;  the 
travel  was  bad;  the  means  of  living  scanty:  the 
surroundings  cheerless  and  exposed  to  dangers. 
From  this  time  to  1700,  the  condition  of  the  few 
colonists  upon  lands  of  the  Patroon  were  not  much 
improved,  although  some  progress  was  apparent 
in  the  increased  acres  under  cultivation,  the  addi- 
tions to  stock  and  the  increased  quantity  of  grain 
and  other  farm  products.  The  few  bushels  of 
grain,  or  pounds  of  flax,  hemp  and  tobacco  that 
could  be  exchanged,  were  taken  by  the  agent.  In 
1665,  wheat,  corn,  or  any  sort  of  grain  was  not 
allowed  to  be  transported  trom  the  city  down  the 
Hudson  River.  Some  produce  was  exported  in 
1678.  In  16S0,  when  Bankers  and  Sluyter  were 
in  this  county,  wheat  and  rye  were  cultivated,  and 
a  trade  with  the  West  Indies  was  carried  on.  The 
soil  of  the  farming  lands  was  well  adapted  to  the 
growth  of  every  variety  of  grain,  fruit  and  vegeta- 
bles. The  low  lands  along  the  streams  furnished 
luxuriant  pasture  and  abundant  hay.  Wheat,  in 
1692,  was  sold  at  four  shillings  per  bushel. 

The  settlement  of  lands  on  the  manor  was  slow. 
In  1714,  there  were  only  427  white  persons  and 
iSi'slaves.  In  1719,  there  were  very  few  leases  in 
the  hands  of  the  settlers.  As  late  as  1767,  from  a 
map  made  for  the  Patroon,  the  number  of  families 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river  is  given  as  148.  This 
number  does  not  probably  include  those  on  the 
Coeymans  and  Slingerland  patents  of  1*^73  and 
1685. 

There  were  a  few  families  of  Bradts  who  had 
settled  under  the   shelter   of  the  Helderbergs, 


j  along  the  Normanskill,  and  in  the  northeast  part 
of  the  county.    After  the  close  of  the  Indian  and 
,   French  disturbances,  there  was  a  marked  increase 
'  of  permanent  settlers  throughout  the  county,  some 
of  whom  had  been  soldiers,  and  now  exchanged 
I   the  sword  and  musket  for  the  ax  and  plow.  These 
|-  men  were  breti  farmers  in  their  native  land,  and  by 
I   industrv  and  frugality  became  worthy  citizens. 
The  tenants  of  the  Patroon  brought  their  rent  and 
surplus  grain  to  his  store-house  at  Albany.  Ship- 
ments down  the  river  were  under  his  control.  In 
1 770,  there  were  several  sloops  trading  at  Albany, 
loaded  with  grain  and  other  farm  produce,  evidence 
of  growing  prosperity  of  the  farmers. 

The  period  from  1780  to  1800,  witnessed  die 
change  from  war  to  peace:  from  foreign  power  to 
an  independent  government.  It  was  a  nev,-  era  in 
the  development  of  agricultural  pursuits,  as  well  as 
in  social  and  political  life. 

During  the  hostile  years  of  revolutionary  war,  the 
agricultural  interests  of  this  county  were  not  ma- 
terially affected.  There  were  no  serious  con.^licts  be- 
tween the  contending  parties  nearer  than  Saratoga, 
and  the  farmers,  many  of  whom  remained  at  home, 
were  ready  and  anxious  to  furnish  needed  supplies 
from  their  cultivated  acres.  After  hosdlitics  ceased, 
and  peace  spread  her  protecting  wings  over  the 
valleys  and  plains  of  this  region,  new  life  and  en- 
couragement was  assured  to  the  practical  farmci-. 
Prominent  men  engaged  in  the  work,  and  gave 
the  results  of  their  experience  to  others. 

As  early  as  1784,  an  agricultural  society  was 
formed,  and  an  annual  fair  for  the  sale  of  cattle 
was  held  in  Albanv.    Chancellor  Livingston,  in 
j    1790,  introduced  the  use  ot  gypsum  as  a  fertilizer. 
I   In  1785,  grain  and  other   farm    products  weie 
shipped  from  Albany  ;  and  in  1790,  Capt.  Blood- 
good  loaded  a  vessel  with  surplus  local  products, 
among  which  was  a  negro  slave,  the  property  of 
I   !Mrs.  Staats,  which  he  sold  in  Antigua  for  fifty-one 
I   pounds.    In  1794,  trade  in  wheat  and  other  giain 
j   was  quite  extensive.    The  yield  was  from  sixteen 
I   to  twenty  bushels  per  acre,  and  it  brought  seven 
j   shillings  a  bushel.   In  1799.  •'^  ''^'^^  sold  at  fourteen 
f   shillings  a  bushel. 

Farming  lands  in  the  county  began  to  be  held, 
j  generally,  by  a  class  of  men  who  brought  experience 
j   and  knowledge  to  practical  farming.     Wheat  was 
the  staple  product,  and  the  soil  gave  generous 
yield;  rye,  oats,  corn,  buckwheat,  hemp,  flax  and 
root  crops  were  cultivated.    Sheep  were  a  source 
I   of  profit,  as  ihey  could  be  kept  on  the  new  and 
\   unimproved  lands.     Neat-cattle,  of  native  stock, 
I   were  raised  only  for  home  demands.     During  the 
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war  of  1812,  wheat  was  sold  for  $2.00  and  $3.00 
per  bushel. 

This  date  marks  another  era  of  improvement  in 
all  branches  of  agriculture  and  domestic  hus- 
bandry. Its  interests,  as  connected  with  the  pros- 
perity of  the  State,  cnlistctl  the  attention  of  public 
officials  and  all  men  of  intelligence.  Among  the 
men  most  actively  interested  near  this  time,  and  de- 
serving of  special  mention,  were  ^latthew  ]^ullock, 
De  Witt  Clinton.  Solomon  Southwick,  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer,  Jesse  Buel,  C.  N.  Bement,  Ezra 
P.  Prentice,  Erastus  Corning,  Thomas  Hillhouse, 
Christopher  Dunn,  and  Proctor  &  Hawes. 

Hemp  and  flax  culture  has  almost  or  quite  dis- 
appeared as  a  paying  branch  of  farming.  Cotton 
has,  to  a  great  extent,  taken  their  place  in  domestic 
fabrics  as  being  more  readily  obtained  and  more 
economic  in  the  family.  The  rope-walk,  spinning- 
wheel,  and  farm-house  loom  have  nearly  disap- 
peared, and  millions  of  dollars  are  now  invested  in 
machinery  and  factories  employing  thousands  of 
operatives  and  producing  millions  of  yards  of 
woolen  and  cotton  fabrics  in  this  county. 

The  cultivation  of  hops  has  in  a  large  measure 
been  substituted  for  hemp  and  flax.  Increased 
acreage  is  devoted  to  small  fruits  and  garden 
products,  now  largely  cultivated  in  the  county. 
The  near-by  city  markets  consume  the  supply  of- 
fered. These  and  the  orchard  products  area  prof- 
itable source  of  income  to  the  farm.er.  In  1865 
there  were  produced  in  the  county  46,585  pounds 
of  hops,  and  in  1885,  250  acres  were  under  culture, 
with  an  estimate  of  150,000  pounds.  The  value  of 
orchard  products  of  all  kinds,  sold  or  consumed  in 
1879,  was$i38,88i;  of  market  products,  $,208,420. 

Hay  is  one  of  the  staple  products,  and  for  the 
past  thirty  years  has  been  the  main  crop  relied 
upon  for  prompt  sales  and  largest  returns.  The 
hay  crop  of  1864  was  74,133  tons,  and  in  1879  it 
equaled  95,137  tons.  Albany  County  has  a  terri- 
tory extensive  and  varied  enough:  a  soil  suited  to 
almost  every  variety  of  grain  and  vegetable,  fiuit 
and  flower. 

The  grain  crops  in  this  county  have  been  re- 
"  markably  free  from  the  ravages  or  destruction  caused 
by  the  pests  which  sometimes  commit  fearful  waste. 
The  Hessian  fly  has  never  been  troublesome. 
About  1833  the  grain-worm  and  weevil  made  their 
appearance,  and  for  several  years  were  verv  de- 
structive to  growing  wheat.  This  compelled  farm- 
ers 10  abandon  this  crop  altogether.  Other  grain 
was  more  largely  cultivated  ;  more  acres  were 
given  to  grass;  more  orchards  were  planted,  For 


the  past  twenty  years  there  has  been  a  steady  in- 
crease in  the  acreage  of  wheat,  with  a  fair  yield.  In 
1864,  the  number  of  bushels  harvested  was  1,858, 
and  in  1879,  23,128.  All  the  usual  cereals  are 
grown  in  the  county,  and  furnish  a  range  for  the 
rotation  system.  Rye  produced  in  1S64,  114,785 
bushels;  in  1879,  1 58,600  bushels.  Oats  in  1S64, 
259,694  bushels:  in  1879,  787,529  bushels.  Corn 
in  1864,  159,200  bushels;  in  1879,  296.145 
bushels.     Barley  in  1S64,  10,017  bushels,  and  in 

1879,  17,952  bushels.  Buckwheat  in  1879,  211,- 
225  bushels.  Potatoes  as  a  farm  crop  in  1879 
amounted  to  495,402  bushels. 

Farm  implements  and  machinery  of  improved 
invention  are  extensively  in  use. 

The  following  items  are  taken  from  census  re- 
I  turns  for  1880:  Value  of  all  farms  in  the  count}-, 
including  fences  and  buildings,  $19,898,866.  In 
I  1865,  the  same  were  valued  at  516,966,  583.  Value 
of  farming  implements  and  machinery  in  1865, 
5797,486;  in  1880,  51,047,171.  Estimated  value 
of  farm  products  sold  or  consumed  in  the  year 

1880,  52,783,028. 

The  present  condition  of  agriculture  in  the 
I  county  is  encouraging,  and  the  average  crops  that 
i  contribute  to  the  prosperity  of  the  people  will  com- 
pare favorably  to-day  with  other  counties.  Changes 
have  been  necessan-  to  meet  the  demands  of  suc- 
cessful farming.  Productive  new  methods,  experi- 
mental systems,  scientific  investigations,  and  im- 
proved machinery  have  been  introduced  to  make 
labor  easier,  to  lessen  cost,  and  to  increase 
returns. 

The  better  construction  of  farm  buildings  is  an 
evidence  that  improvement  upon  the  past  has  been 
made.  Spacious  mansions,  beautiful  farm-houses, 
and  well  arranged  cottages,  with  barns,  stables, 
sheds,  and  other  necessary  structures,  all  planned 
and  finished  with  architectural  skill,  attest  the 
owner's  wealth  and  taste.  His  material  prosperity 
results  from  an  intelligent  knowledge  of  the  best 
methods  for  producing  desired  returns,  which  crown 
the  laborer  and  reward  him  for  his  toil  and  perse 
verance.  The  key  to  unlock  the  golden  treasure 
hidden  in  the  earth  is  "first  and  last,  lots  of 
manure  and  lots  of  brains. "    The  manure  is  the 

I  easier  to  get  and  the  sooner  to  give  out. 

i      The  following  fcirm  and  agricultural  statistics  for 

i  .\lbany  County  are  taken  from  the  tenth  census  of 

I  the  United  States.  18S0. 

Total  number  of  farms,  3.325:  number  less  than 
3  acres,  2;  number  of  i,coo  acres,  i;  average 
acres  per  farm,  92;  value  of  farm.s  and  improve- 
ments, 519,898.866:  value  of  machiner)-  and  im- 
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plements,  $1,047,170;  value  of  farm  products, 
$2,783,028. 

Number  of  farms  cultivated  by  owner,  2,635; 
number  rented  for  fixed  money  rental,  381;  num- 
ber rented  for  share  of  products,  309. 

Number  of  acres  in  county,  306,257;  number  of 
acres  improved,  254,521;  number  of  acres  unim- 
proved, 51,737;  improved  and  covered  by  woods, 
43,307- 

Barley,  acres,  1,077;  bushels,  17,952.  Buck- 
wheat, acres,  14,774;  bushels,  211,225.  Corn, 
acres,  11,845;  bushels,  296,145.  Oats,  acres, 
30,169;   bushels,  787,529.     Rye,  acres,  14,710; 


bushels,  158,600.  Wheat,  acres,  1,652;  bushels, 
23,128.  Potatoes,  bushels,  495,402.  Hay,  tons, 
95. '37- 

Whole  number  of  horses,  9,469;  whole  number 
of  swine,  12,027;  whole  number  of  milch  cows, 
13,042;  gallons  of  milk  sold  or  sent  to  factory, 
1,390,662;  pounds  of  butter  made,  1,154,969; 
pounds  of  cheese,  6,560;  pounds  of  honey,  64,267; 
pounds  of  wool,  115,847. 

Value  of  orchard  products,  $138,881;  value  of 
grain  products,  $208,420.  Barn-yard  poultry, 
number,  118,348;  dozens  of  eggs  produced, 
627,374. 


FARM  ANIMALS  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


AMONG  the  first  to  import  into  this  county  im- 
proved breeds  of  foreign  cattle  was  Matthew 
Bullock,  an  Englishman,  who  bought  a  farm  in 
now  New  Scotland,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death.  The  property  remained  in  the  possession 
of  his  sons  for  a  few  years,  and  is  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  Robert  Huist.  Mr.  Bullock  was  a  suc- 
cessful farmer,  and  noted  breeder  of  improved  short- 
horn cattle,  which  became  celebrated  throughout 
the  United  States.  The  introduction  of  this  breed 
of  cattle  into  the  county  is  of  so  much  importance 
that  a  special  record  is  given,  the  facts  of  which 
are  obtained  from  authentic  sources.  Previous 
to  1815,  an  Englishman  by  the  name  of  Co.x,  who 
lived  in  Rensselaer  County,  imported  from  one  of 
the  established  herds  of  England,  a  bull,  cow  and 
heifer  which  were  pure  short-horns,  and  are  said 
to  have  been  bred  by  Robert  Colling,  of  Brampton, 
England,  whose  herd  was  sold  in  1810,  one  ot 
his  bulls  bringing  one  thousand  guineas.  Mr. 
Bullock  purchased  his  stock  of  him  in  the  year 
1815.  Upon  the  death  of  Co.x,  his  cattle  and  their 
produce  were  purchased  by  Bullock,  who  bred 
them  with  the  bulls  Comet  and  Nelson,  im- 
ported by  Matthew  Bullock  and  John  Waine,  in 
June,  1 82 1.  The  herd,  in  1843,  passed  into  the 
hands  of  his  sons,  one  of  whom,  William  M.,  con- 
tinues to  breed  them  with  some  degree  of  purity. 
Th.e  descendants  of  this  stock  were  remarkable 
for  their  robust  size  and  extraordinary  milking 
qualities,  and  for  several  years  in  succession,  after 
18 1 8,  at  fairs  and  cattle  shows,  Mr.  Bullock  was 
awarded  premiums  for  the  best  cattle  exhibited. 


About  18 1 5,  Jesse  Buel,  of  Albany,  purchased 
of  Mr.  Cox  an  imported  short-horn  bull  and  two 
cows,  which  were  crossed  with  the  above-named 
Comet  and  Nelson. 

In  1823,  Gen.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  imported 
from  the  herd  of  ]Mr.  Champion,  the  bull  Washing- 
ton and  the  cows  Pansy  and  Conquest.  Pansy 
has  many  descendants,  which  were  distributed 
through  many  of  the  States. 

In  the  year  1835  or  1836,  Ezra  P.  Prentice,  of 
Albany,  began  breeding  short-horns  from  the  stock 
of  Van  Rensselaer;  and  from  1838  to  1841,  he 
made  several  importations  of  this  breed  from  vari- 
ous herds  in  England.  He  bred  his  stock  with 
such  skill  and  success  that  it  was  much  sought 
after  by  purchasers  from  other  States  and  Canada. 
In  1842,  he  added  to  his  stock,  by  importation, 
.\yrshire  or  Scotch  cattle;  and  in  1837,  he  imported 
a  choice  flock  of  Southdown  and  Cotswold  sheep. 
The  encroachments  of  the  city  upon  his  Blount 
Hope  Earm  compelled  him  to  discontinue  this 
branch  of  farming,  in  which  he  took  so  much 
interest.  He  disposed  of  his  slock  in  1850,  the 
sheep  being  purchased  by  Mr.  Mclntyre. 

About  the  year  1S36.  Erastus  Corning,  Sr.,  im- 
ported the  cow  Wildair,  and  a  bull  and  heifer. 
This  cow  has  progeny  mentioned  in  the  American 
Herd  Book. 

C.  N.  Bcment,  as  early  as  1S35,  had  on  his  Three 
Hills  Farm,  Durham  short-horn  registered  cattle, 
and  in  183S  a  cow  and  a  bull  of  the  Hereford 
breed.  Benjamin  Tompkins  commenced  the 
breeding  of  this  variety  of  cattle  about  1766,  near 


101 


-.  v  ■■:   ■    -         ■:■    ■■  ■■,..1-.,   ^:>7l:  .(  i. 


..  .,          ,  :  -    ;  V-      ■  'io 

-                 <  f  Li  !'-■';  .  ;■,  1  M'i  J  o' 

.  ..... /  -^■•'^v ; 

•.                  ■:  -.^  ■•'     o-^/r    :  -y,  i 

f-  [  to;.-,  r-n:-  .•    lO  i 

'«■<'  r.->n'-.'; 

•  ■  ■.       v:-:  fir':''  \y 

/-  .,  v      .    :,         ...o;c:.-  .  .^I 


330 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


Hereford,  England.  In  1819,  his  herd  of  fiftv-two 
head  was  sold  at  auction  for  ^4,673.  They  were 
originally  brown  or  reddish-brown,  with  white 
faces,  and  came,  probably,  from  Normandy.  The 
first  importation  to  this  country  was  made  about 
1817,  by  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentuck_v.  Massachusetts 
farmers  began  to  import  them  in  1824. 

The  first  direct  importation  of  these  cattle  into 
this  county  was  by  Wm.  H.  Sotham  in  1S40. 
The  Hon.  Erastus  Corning,  of  Albany,  was  inter- 
ested in  this  transaction.  The  Albany  CuUivalor 
said:  "One  of  the  most  important  importations 
of  cattle  and  sheep  that  has  ever  taken  place  in 
this  county  has  been  made  by  the  Hon.  Erastus 
Corning,  of  this  city,  and  Wm.  H.  Sotham,  of 
Jefferson  County.  It  consists  of  twelve  cows, 
calves  and  heifers,  and  twenty-five  sheep.  The 
cattle  are  the  very  best  animals  that  could  be 
selected,  and  the  expense  of  this  importation  was 
nearly  $8,000."  At  this  time  was  imported  the 
celebrated  stallion  Sampson,  a  heavy  draught 
horse  of  fine  proportion.  The  progeny  of  this 
horse  possessed  marked  features,  which  have  been 
transfused  with  native  stock,  and  is  yet  counted 
in  the  pedigree  of  his  direct  oflspring. 

Messrs.  Corning  &  Sotham  continued  together 
in  breeding  Herefords  undl  July,  1847,  ^vhen  the 
firm  was  dissolved,  and  ]\Ir.  Sotham  took  a  portion 
of  the  herd  and  removed  to  Black  Rock.  Mr. 
Corning  retained  a  portion,  and  his  son,  Erastus 
Corning,  Jr.,  maintains  the  reputation  of  the  herd 
by  occasional  importations.  In  1853,  he  imported 
three  fine  Herefords,  a  bull  and  two  cows,  selected 
in  England  especially  for  him,  from  Lord  Berwick's 
prize  stock.  Stock  from  this  choice  herd  are  in 
demand,  and  are  sold  to  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 

A  strain  of  Durham  or  short-horn  cattle  called 
"Cream  Pots,"  originated  with  Col.  Jacques,  by 
a  cross  with  Coelebs  and  Flora,  in  1819;  and  for 
several  years  Hon.  Wm.  II.  Slingerland  has  been 
a  successful  breeder  of  this  choice  stock,  celebrated 
for  their  remarkable  milking  qualities  as  well  as 
butter  makers.  Jenny  Lind,  a  cream-pot  cow, 
the  property  of  Mr.  Slingerland,  in  1859  was 
awarded  the  first  prize  at  the  State  Agricultural 
Fair  as  the  best  butter  and  milk  cow  exhibited. 
Jenny  Eind,  in  her  prime,  gave  thirty-six  quarts 
of  milk  a  day. 

The  first  record  of  the  Devon  breed  in  this 
county,  was  a  bull  and  cow,  the  property  of  Caleb 
N.  Bement,  of  the  Three  Hills  Farm,  as  early 
as  1839.  Since  that  time  the  breed  has  been  in- 
troduced by  several  practical  farmers,  and  has  pro- 


I  duced  sali>factory  results.     The  largest  breeder 
and  owner   of  this  fine  stock  in  the  county  is 
Captain  Joseph  Hilton,  whose  herd  contains  some 
of  the  choicest  specimens  in  the  ."^tate.     !Mr.  Hilton 
is  a  very  successful  breeder,  and  is  usually  awarded 
'  first  and  second  prizes  for  herds  or  single  animals. 
I  His  bull,  Prince  of  Wales,  has  been  the  winner 
I  of  first  prizes  at  State  Fairs  for  several  years.  This 
I  animal  stands  at  the  head  of  the  best  herd  of 
I  prize  Devons,  and  is  considered  the  finest  Devon 
bull  in  America. 

The  origin  of  the  Jersey  cattle  is  quite  obscure. 
They  probably  came  first  from  Normandy  and 
Brittany  with  the  early  setders,  and  thence  to  the 
Channel  Islands,  where  they  developed  character- 
istics that  are  modified  to  a  remarkable  degree  from 
those  on  the  mainland. 

The  Channel  Islands  are  English  possessions,  and 
are  composed  of  Guernsey,  Alderney,  Jersey  and 
Bark.  Within  the  past  30  or  40  years,  efforts  have 
been  made  amongbreeders  of  dairy  cattle  to  develop 
a  greater  degree  of  docility  of  disposition  with 
continuous  milking  tendency  and  extreme  richness 
in  butter  qualities.  Cattle  from  the  Channel 
Islands  were  selected  for  this  purpose  by  parties  in 
England.  As  early  as  181 7,  Mr.  Richard  Morris, 
of  Philadelphia,  describes  "a  cow  of  the  Alder- 
ney breed"  imported  by  ^^Ir.  Wurts.  Early  im- 
portations from  these  islands  were  usually  shipped 
;  from  a  port  in  Alderney;  hence  the  common  name 
of  "Alderney."  This  breed  was  imported  to 
some  extent  into  the  United  States  by  ^.Ir.  John 
A.  Taintor,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  about  the  year 
1850,  and  has  been  a  favorite  with  special  regard 
to  their  rich  milking  qualities,  possessing  many  of 
i  the  characteristics  of  the  cattle  from  Jersey. 

The  Jersey  cow  is  a  product  of  the  Island  of 
1  Jersey.  Its  genial  climate  has  produced  a  small, 
docile,  useful  and  beautiful  domestic  animal. 
These  fine  qualities  are  said  to  be  greatly  due  to 
the  constant  care  and  presence  of  women;  for  in 
Jersey  the  women  have  charge  of  the  cattle. 

The  primary  object  in  breeding  the  Jersey  cow 
is  for  family  use  and  butter  dairies.  This  animal 
is  simply  a  machine  for  first-class  milk  and  butter. 
She  produces  the  richest  of  milk,  from  which  butter 
ca  .  be  made  of  superior  flavor,  finer  texture  and 
richer  gold  color  than  any  other.  It  also  com- 
mands higher  prices  in  the  market.  The  im- 
portations made  about  the  vear  1850,  by  farm- 
ers near  Hartford,  Conn.,  were  the  foundation 
stock,  which  was  largely  distributed  in  several 
j  States.  Numerous  importations  ri.'.ve  been  made 
'  since  Uicn.    The  finest  herd  of  .  ..■.^lered  Jerseys 
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in  this  county  is  the  property  of  Erastus  Corn- 
ing, collected  from  his  own  importations  and 
selected  with  great  judgment.  Other  parties  in  the 
county  who  have  imported  animals  of  this  stock, 
are  E.  J.  Larabee,  John  jMcEwen,  G.  E.  Waring 
and  L.  S.  Hardin. 

In  1840,  an  importation  of  Guernseys  was  made 
by  Nicholas  Biddle,  of  fine  animals  from  the  Island 
of  Guernsey.  Since  then  several  importations  have 
been  made,  and  the  cattle  have  been  received  with 
favor  and  are  considered  but  little  inferior  to  the 
best  Jerseys,  which  they  resemble  in  some  points. 

There  are  in  the  county  some  fine  animals. 
Those  belonging  to  the  herd  of  John  S.  Perry 
have  been  selected  with  great  care  from  direct  im- 
portations or  progeny  of  imported  stock. 

The  first  importations  into  ^Massachusetts  of  the 
Dutch  Holstein-Friesian,  were  made  as  early  as 
1852.  In  May  1885,  the  breeders  and  importers 
of  Dutch  cattle  adopted  the  name  of  "Holstein- 
Friesian  "  as  their  title. 

Mr.  C.  L.  G.  Blesssing  is  the  largest  and  most 
extensive  breeder  and  importer  of  Dutch  cattle  in 
the  county.  In  1881,  he  was  the  owner  of  an  im- 
ported cow  ;  in  1882,  he  imported  six  head  of  Frie- 
sian  cattle  ;  and  in  18S4,  he  made  a  successful 
importation  of  fifty-one  head,  selected  by  himself 
from  the  best  herds  of  Holland.  Schuyler  Brothers, 
E.  Sweet,  John  Gardner,  Martin  J.  Blessing,  and  a 
few  others  of  this  county,  have  individual  animals 
or  small  herds  of  choice  and  blooded  stock,  which, 
since  their  recent  introduction,  have  acquired  a  high 
reputation  for  their  many  excellent  qualities. 

The  improvement  in  neat  cattle  has  been  quite 
successful.  There  is  scarcely  a  distinguished  herd  of 
short-horns,  Devons,  or  Herefords  in  England,  Ayr-  | 
shires  in  Scotland,  or  the  more  recent  introduction 
of  Jerseys,  Alderneys  and  Guernseys,  or  of  the  Hol- 
stein-Friesian from  Holland,  that  has  not  its  repre- 
sentative in  this  county.  The  grades  and  crosses  have 
made  a  decided  impression  upon  the  general  utility 
and  produce  of  this  cla.ss  of  animals,  which  return 
the  farmer  great  profits  in  milk,  butler  and  beef.  The 
number  of  milch  cows  in  the  county  in  the  year 
1820,  was  8,995.  In  1S65,  cows,  10,615;  heifers, 
9,388  ;  oxen,  792.  In  1875,  cows,  11,951;  heifers, 
4,029  ;  oxen,  964.  In  18S0,  cows,  13,042  ;  heif- 
ers, 7,314;  oxen,  515.  Number  of  pounds  of 
butter  made  in  1879,  i-i3-+.9'59;  of  cheese,  6. 560. 
Number  of  gallons  of  milk  sold  or  taken  to  cheese 
factories,  1,390,663. 

To  write  up  fully  the  subject  of  horse-raising  and 
breeds  introduced  in  the  county  for  the  past  eighty 


I  years,  would  require  more  time  and  space  than 
j  can  be  given  in  these  pages.  Although  a  subject 
I  of  much  interest,  it  has  recei\'ed,  until  recentl}\  but 
j  little  consideration  compared  with  other  advanced 
farming  industries  from  which  success  has  resulted. 

iThe  earliest  historic  locations  to  which  we  can 
trace  back  the  modern  horse  on  this  continent, 
are  found  in  New  Mexico,  Wyoming  and  Utah. 
No  horses,  either  wild  or  domestic,  existed  on  this 
continent  at  the  time  of  the  Spanish  conquest  of 
]\Iexico  in  1556  ;  but  those  introduced  at  that 
time  escaped,  and  multiplied  rapidly  on  the  plains 
of  South  America  and  Texas.  In  time  they  spread 
to  the  Western  prairies. 

The  several  breeds  that  were  early  found  in  this 
county  came  from  thorough-bred  stock,  and  the 
points  of  excellence  they  possessed  were  adapted 
to  the  requirements  of  that  period.  Of  this  class 
were  the  stallions  Eclipse,  Goldfinder,  Blucher, 
iMambrino,  Albion,  Diomede,  Messenger,  and 
others.  The  Messenger  stock,  through  its  de- 
scendants, has  in  a  wonderful  manner  perpetuated 
the  endurance  and  the  quality  of  speed  that  was 
characteristic  of  its  ancestors. 

Later,  the  ^Morgan,  Black  Hawk,  Hambletonian, 
and  Henry  Clay  stock,  introduced  a  strain  of  blood 
into  previously  well-bred  animals,  and  this  infusion 
has  had  a  decided  and  valuable  influence  in  pro- 
ducing a  class  of  horses  possessing  superior  action 
as  coach  and  roadsters.  Many  of  them  have  rec- 
ords of  great  trotting  speed. 

In  1840,  Messrs.  Corning  &  Latham  imported 
into  this  county,  from  England,  the  draught-horse 
Sampson,  which,  with  the  native  mares,  produced 
a  class  of  horses  possessing  qualities  desirable  in 
1  a  horse  for  farm  work,  and  enhanced  his  market 
value  as  a  draught-horse. 

At  the  present  time  the  Percheron,  Norman  and 
Clydesdale  are  being  introduced  and  bred  with 
native  mares,  and  the  experiment  is  attended  with 
fair  results  The  Percheron  is  a  pattern  of  strength, 
and  impresses  this  character  upon  his  progeny.  As 
a  race  they  are  remarkably  hardy,  of  excellent  tem- 
per, docile,  of  great  endurance,  with  a  disposition 
and  willingness  to  work.  The  horse  that  the 
farmer  needs  is  one  that  can  do  his  work  with  ease 
on  the  farm,  be  active  enough  for  the  road  and 
market,  with  style  and  action  to  command  pur- 
chasers. 

One  of  the  reasons  why  the  breeding  of  horses 
as  an  industry  is  very  much  depressed  in  this 
county  is,  that  farmers,  for  several  years  past,  have 
largely  bred  from  fancy  or  trotting  stock  without 
regard  to  size,  figure,  usefulness  or  local  require- 
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ments.  The  number  of  horses  in  the  county  in 
1820  was  8,893;  in  1865,  10,529;  in  1S75, 
8,963  ;  in  1880,  9,469. 

Sheep  husbandry  supplies  two  of  the  great  ne- 
cessities  of  life — warm  clothing  and  nutritious  j 
food.  When  the  slopes  and  hill-sides  of  our  county  j 
were  first  cleared,  they  furnished  natural  pasturage  j 
which  the  farmer  stocked  with  sheep,  and  from  1 
which  he  realized  a  large  return  for  his  capital  and 
labor.    They  required  herding  at  night  as  a  pro- 
tection from  the  ravages  of  wild  beasts,  then  com- 
mon in  the  forests.  | 

For  many  years,  the  farmers  of  this  county  gave  j 
considerable  attention  to  this  branch  of  industry —  ! 
almost  every  farm  had  more  or  less  sheep.  But 
many  have  latterly  abandoned  sheep  husbandry 
to  devote  their  lands  to  greater  breadth  of  grain 
crops,  potatoes  and  fruit.  After  hay  became  a 
staple  commodity  for  transportation,  many  a  farm- 
er found  greater  profit  in  growing  hay  ;  the  sheep 
pastures  were  generally  abandoned  and  converted 
into  meadows. 

The  destruction  of  many  sheep  by  the  unrestrict- 
ed control  of  dogs,  was  a  great  detriment  to  this 
special  interest,  and  many  have  abandoned  the 
business  from  this  cause  alone.  In  some  of  the 
towns  containing  hill-side  or  rough  lands,  small 
flocks  are  yet  to  be  found. 

As  early   as   1838-40,  some  of  the  improved 
English  stock  were  introduced,  and  a  few  farmers  \ 
now  have  small  flocks.    The  varieties  of  improved  i 
breeds  are  fairly  represented  in  the  county.    Yet,  j 
it  is  a  fact,  that  sheep  husbandry  has  steadily  de-  j 
creased  for  the  past  thirty  or  more  years,  and  it  is  | 
evident  that  the  business  of  wool-growing  has  'j 
ceased  to  be  a  piofitable  branch  of  general  farming  \ 
in  this  county.     Number  of  sheep  in  the  county  in 
1820,  52,613:  in  1865,  33,543;  in  1875,  18,120; 
in  1880,  24,393.   '^^^  clip  of  wool  for  1880  equaled 
1 15,847  pounds. 

Improvement  marks  swine-raising  in  this  county. 
The  days  when  the  only  care  that  hogs  received  was  1 
a  rustic  ornament  about  their  necks  and  a  horse- 


shoe nail  twisted  in  their  nose,  have  passed  away. 
When  not  confined  in  tilth}-  pens,  they  ranged  the 
highways  and  trespassed  on  their  neighbors,  or 
.were  turned  in  autumn  into  the  woods  or  weedy 
pastures  to  seek  their  own  living. 

The  long-eared,  slab-sided  and  lank  hog  with 
protruding  nose,  is  a  relic  of  the  past.  As  early 
as  1832,  S.  Hawes,  who  came  from  England  and 
settled  about  three  miles  west  of  Albany,  brought 
Berkshire  hogs  and  New  Leicester  and  Southdo\\  n 
sheep.  But  the  credit  for  the  first  introduction  of 
Berkshire  hogs  belongs  to  Thomas  Hillhouse, 
who,  in  1824,  at  the  Albany  County  Fair  and 
Cattle  Show,  exhibited  this  improved  breed.  After 
Hillhouse,  Christopher  Dunn  and  C.  N.  Bement, 
in  1835,  were  engaged  in  breeding  Berkshires  and 
improved  China  hogs  from  New  Jersey  stock. 
There  is  now  a  fair  exhibit  of  all  the  difterent  im- 
proved breeds  in  the  county,  including  fine  speci- 
mens of  Berkshires,  Chester  Whites,  Cheshires, 
China  Reds,  Poland,  Essex,  Suffolks  and  York- 
shires. The  number  of  swine  in  the  county 
in  1865  was  11,450;  in  1875,  8,814;  in  18S0, 
12,027. 

Poultry-raising  and  the  production  of  eggs  is  an 
industry  that  receives  great  attention.  Almost 
every  farm  has  its  brood  of  hens,  from  which  a 
fair  profit  is  realized  for  a  small  outlay.  With  ju- 
dicious management  and  proper  selection  of  stock, 
this  branch  should  be  a  source  of  pleasure  as  well 
as  gain.  Since  1850,  the  improved  varieties  have 
largely  increased,  and  the  introduction  of  these, 
with  crosses,  have  produced  many  desirable  quali- 
ties for  both  market-fowls  and  eggs.  Beside  barn- 
yard fowls,  many  farmers  profitably  raise  turkeys, 
geese  and  ducks.  Among  the  wonders  of  the  age 
is  the  invention  and  machinery  for  artificial  hatch- 
ing, brooding  and  raising  of  poultry,  which  is  rap- 
idly improving  and  becoming  a  special  industr}-. 
Not  a  few  of  these  incubators  are  already  in  opera- 
tion both  in  the  city  and  county  towns.  The 
census  report  of  1S80  gives  118,348  as  the  number 
of  barn-yard  or  domestic  poultry,  and  the  produc- 
tion of  eggs,  627,374  dozen. 
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SOLOMON  SOUTHWICK  came  from  Rhode 
Island  to  Albany  in  1792;  became  connected 
with  The  Alba?iy  Register,  and  in  1808,  its  pro- 
prietor. In  18 1 9,  he  conducted  The  Ploughboy, 
the  first  agricultural  paper  published  in  the  county, 
under  the  nom  de  plume  of  Henry  Homespun. 

The  Farmers  ,  jMechauics  a?id  \Vorkifig?iiens  Ad- 
vocate, daily,  was  started  in  1830  by  IMcPherson  & 
McKercher,  and  the  next  year  it  appeared  as  The 
Daily  Frecimms  Advocate  a?id  Farmers' ,  Mechanics' 
and  Workingmen's  Champion,  and  was  published  for 
a  year  or  two. 

The  American  Quarterly  Hemp  Magazine  was  com- 
menced in  1833  and  continued  two  years. 

The  Silk-worm,  monthly,  was  commenced  in 
1835,  published  two  years,  then  changed  to  The  Silk- 
worm and  Sugar  Manual;  discontinued  in  1838. 

The  Cultivator,  monthly,  was  established  in  1834, 
by  Jesse  Buel,  who  came  to  Albany  from  Connec- 
ticut in  1813;  and  soon  after  established  The 
Albany  Argus,  his  interest  in  which  he  sold  in  1820, 
and  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty-five  acres  on  the 
sand  barrens  west  of  Albany.     Here  he  was  very 
successful  in  experimental  and  improved  husband-  j 
ry,  proving  that  these  sand  lands,  before  considered  i 
as  worthless,  could  be  made  highly  productive, and  | 
the  returns  made  remunerative.  He  gave  the  public  j 
the  benefit  of  his  labors  through  the  columns  of 
The  Cultivator.    The  system  he  adopted  was  heavy 
manuring,  under-draining,  thorough  tillage,  clover 
seeding,  root  crops,  and  fallow  crops  for  naked 
fallow.    This  was  his  practical  farming.     He  was 
also  an   advocate   for  improved  farm  stock,  of 
which  he  posse;ised  many  fine  specimens.     He  also 
established,  in  183S,  the  first  nursery  of  fruit  trees 
in  the  county,  with  James  Wilson  as  partner.  In 
this  nursery  were  grown  millions  of  Morus  multi- 
caulis  trees.    At  this  time  the  country  was  in  a 
fever  and  excitement  over  the  silk-worm  humbug. 
Mr.  Buel  was  a  member  of  several  agricultural  so- 
cieties in  dift'erent  States  and  foreign  countries;  was 
several  times  the  honored  President  of  the  State 
Agricultural  Society.    In  1839,  he  was  President  of 
the  Horticultural  Society  of  the  Valley  of  the  Hud- 
son; also  of  the  Albany  County  Horticultural  So- 
ciety.    His  writings  comprise  his  many  addresses 


on  agricultural  subjects,  six  volumes  of  The  Culti- 
vator; ''The  Farmers'  Instructor;"  and  "Farmers' 
Champion."  Connected  with  him  in  conducting 
The  Cultivator  were  J.  P.  Beekman  and  J.  D.  Was- 
son. 

The  Cultivator  was  subsequently  published  bv 
Luther  Tucker,  W.  Gaylord,  associate  editor,  in 
November,  1839.  Ja  nuary,  1840,  The  Genessee 
Farmer  was  consolidated  with  The  Cultivator,  and 
conducted  by  L.  Tucker  &  Son. 

The  Country  Gentleman  was  started  at  Albany, 
January,  1853,  by  J.  J.  Thomas  and  L.  &  L.  H. 
Tucker.  It  was  afterward  published  by  L.  Tucker 
&  Son,  and,  in  January,  t866,  was  united  with  The 
Cultivator.  Since  the  death  of  Luther  Tucker  in 
1%']'},,  The  Country  Gentleman  has  been  conducted  bv 
his  sons,  Luther  H.  &  Gilbert  I\I.  Tucker,  with  dis- 
tinguished ability  and  devotion  to  the  interests  of 
progressive  agriculture,  diff"using  practical  knowl- 
edge as  to  the  best  methods.  Its  circulation  is  very 
large. 

The  American  Quarterly  Journal  of  Agriculture 
and  Science  was  commenced  in  January,  1845,  by 
Dr.  E.  Emmons  and  A.  T.  Prince.  In  1846,  it  was 
changed  to  a  monthly  and  published  bv  E.  Em- 
mons and  A.  Osborn.  In  1848,  it  was  sold  to 
Caleb  N.  Bemcnt,  and  discontinued  in  December 
of  the  same  year. 

The  Horticulturist  and  Journal  of  Rural  A  rt  and 
Rural  7a 5/6' was  commenced  in  July,  1840;  pub- 
lished by  Luther  Tucker,  and  edited  by  A.  J. 
Downing.  In  1854,  it  was  removed  to  Rochester; 
in  1855,  was  published  in  Philadelphia  by  R.  P. 
Smith;  and  in  1858,  brought  to  New  York  and  pub- 
lished by  C.  M.  Saxton,  with  J.  J.  Smith,  editor. 

The  Journal  of  the  Neiv  York  State  Agricultural 
Society  Wis  commenced  in  1S50,  and  published  an- 
nually. 

Forest,  Forge  and  Fcirm  started  in  June,  1883; 
H.  S.  Quackenbush,  editor.  Tweddle  Building. 

The  Poultry  Monthly  commenced  in  November, 
1879;  published  by  the  Ferris  Publishing  Com- 
pany, at  481  Broadway. 

Mount  Hope  Farm,  since  1834,  has  been  the 
property  of  Ezra  P.  Prentice,  succeeded  by  his  son. 
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The  plot  was  originally  owned  by  ]\Iaria,  wife  of  j 
Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  and  by  her  convened  to  her  j 
daughter,  Harriet,  wife  of  General  Solomon  Van  j 
Rensselaer,  in  1805.  It  was  used,  in  1827,  as  a  sum-  | 
mer  resort.    After  ^Ir.  Prentice  got  possession,  he  I 
erected  new  buildings  and  otherwise  improved  the  | 
premises  and  stocked  them.     He  was  an  eminent  | 
stock-breeder  as  well  as  practical  farmer.     His  102 
acres  of  improved  land  suf^ported  fifty  head  of  cat- 
tle, six  horses,  fifteen  to  twenty  swine,  and  a  flock 
of  sheep.    Adjoining  Mr.  Prentice  on  the  south, 
were  Joel  >!c  John  F.  Rathbone's  premises,  upon 
which  attractive  improvements  were  madeiniS35, 
the  grounds  laid  out  and  beautified,  green-houses 
erected,  and  other  buildings  constructed  with  cul- 
tivated taste.    This  property  is  now  owned  by  the 
Catholics,  upon  which  is  the  College  of  the  Sacred 
Heart. 

Other  men  in  this  county  who  deserve  special 
mention  for  their  intelligent  and  practical  ex- 
periments in  advancing  the  best  interests  of  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  at  this  period,  are  Christopher 
Proctor,  Christopher  Dunn,  C.  X.  Bement,  Joel 
B.  Nott,  the  Watervliet  Shakers,  and  some  others. 

These  men  were  ever  ready  to  communicate 
their  individual  experience  that  others  might  be 
benefited,  and  their  influence  was  a  force  in  com- 
munity exerted  to  obtain  better  results  from  given 
methods.  The  practical  eflects  resulting  from  the 
teaching  of  these  men  can  be  measured  only  by  the 
value  that  has  been  realized  in  the  development  | 
and  formation  of  better  methods  with  increased 
production,  establishing  a  system  of  higher  agricul- 
ture. They  introduced  a  superior  grade  of  neat 
cattle  and  farm  stuck  in  general.  Experience  is  a 
teacher,  and  diey  are  wise  who  follow  its  teachings. 

The  formers  of  this  county  are  intelligent  as  a 
class;  many  of  them  are  foremost  in  adopting  and 
applying  new  methods  with  satisfactory  results. 

Many  farmers  have  engaged  in  growing  garden 
vegetables  and  other  staple  products  included  in 
"  truck-farming,"  denominated  horticulture.  A  few 
acres  are  devoted  to  this  branch,  from  which  is 
realized  a  fair  profit.  The  small  farms  near  the 
city  are  almost  wholly  cultivated  in  this  way. 
Among  the  men  who  are  largely  engaged  in  truck- 
farming  may  be  mentioned  Me^srs.  C.  V.  Bakei  & 
Son,  at  F"air  View  Farm  ;  James  Hendrick,  of 
Font  Grove:  E.  Van  Allen,  and  many  others. 
The  several  islands  and  river  flats  of  the  Hudson 
arc  almost  exclusively  planted  with  cabbages,  of 
which  many  thousands  are  grown. 

The  earliest  nursery  established  in  the  county 
was  by  Bull  &  Wilson,  1839.    Wilson,  Thorburn 


&  Teller  had  nurseries  about  1848.  George  A. 
Leggel  and  Erastus  Corning,  in  Bethlehem;  James 
McElroy  and  jMarklc  Brothers,  of  New  .Scotland; 
and  James  Hendrick.  of  Font  Grove,  have  been 
prominent  nurserymen.  At  the  present  time  there 
are  no  nurseries  devoted  wholly  to  fruit  trees  and 
small  fruits  ;  a  few  of  the  florists  cultivate  a  limited, 
stock  in  connection  with  their  green-houses  and 
shrubbery  culture. 

Stephen  Vax  Rexsselaer  established  the  first 
green-house  in  Albany  about  1824,  which  at  that 
date  was  the  only  green-house  this  side  of  New 
York  City.  Along  the  river  were  those  of  Dr. 
Hoosick,  near  that  time.  James  Wilson  was  gar- 
dener for  the  Patroon.  It  was  in  these  houses  that 
the  century  plant — Agave  Americana,  or  aloe — 
bloomed  in  1842.  The  plants  and  stock  of  these 
houses  were  ultimately  disposed  of  to  different 
parties  and  the  buildings  taken  down.  The  grape- 
house  is  now  doing  service  on  the  farm  of  James 
Hendrick. 

James  Wilson  established  his  green-houses  with 
small  fruits  and  trees  in  1S35,  on  what  was  then  a 
waste  place  in  this  city,  at  the  corner  of  South  Knox 
and  r^Iorris  streets.  His  grounds  were  about  three 
acres,  on  a  sloping  hill-side;  this  was  carefully 
cultivated  and  planted  with  nursery  stock  and  flow- 
ering shrubs.  ?>Ir.  Wilson  was  the  originator  of 
the  famous  "Wilson  strawberry."  He  died  in 
I85^.  His  widow  and  son  continued  the  business 
until  1866,  when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of 
John  Sprague,  then  of  P>edk.  J.  Welch,  and, 
about  1870,  of  Thomas  Davidson,  the  present  pro- 
prietor. Mr.  Davidson  has  six  green-houses  and 
an  extensive  collection  of  plants. 

At  Kenwood,  the  Rathbones  built  green-houses 
in  I  S3  7.  After  the  property  changed  owners,  many 
of  the  choicest  plants  were  taken  to  the  city,  where 
they  now  beautify  and  ornament  the  private  con- 
servatory of  General  Rathbone. 

LoLis  Mexaxd  located,  in  1842,  upon  the  Troy 
road  and  established  his  present  green-houses  and 
nursery.  He  has  about  ten  acres  of  land,  upon 
which  are  twelve  green-houses  containing  many 
rare  and  valuable  plants,  with  a  large  stock  of 
flowering  and  ornamental  shrubbery  and  fruit  trees. 
The  whole  plot  and  surroundings  are  attractive  and 
beautiful  for  situation.  L.  Menand  &  Sons  also 
conduct  green-houses  near  the  rural  cemetery. 

Erastl's  Corning,  on  his  farm  below  Kenwood, 
on  the  River  road,  erected  a  green-house  in  1845. 
Since  that  date  extensive  improvements  have  been 
made,  grading,  filling  and  planting  the  inclosure 
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of  ten  acres  with  native  and  foreign  trees,  many  of 
which  are  very  ornamental,   rare  and  valuable. 
This  private  park  contains  fourteen  extensive  green- 
houses connected  with  gardeners'  cottages.    The  j 
grounds   in    summer   are  very  delightful.     The  I 
houses  contain  many  rare  and  beautilul  tropical  j 
and  other  exotic  plants.    The  collection  of  orchids  I 
is  the  most  extensive  of  any  green-houses  in  this  i 
country;  probably  the  finest  in  the  world.  Mr. 
\Vm.  Gray  is  superintendent  and  gardener.  Ta- 
wass-a-gun-shee,   is  the  Indian    name    given  to 
these   green-houses,   meaning  a  place   of  much 
water. 

JoHX  Di.N'GWALL,  in  1847,  located  and  erected 
green-houses  upon  eight  acres  of  land  on  the  Troy  | 
road,     opposite    the    Van   Rensselaer   mansion  j 
grounds,   where   he   has  six  green-houses  well-  | 
stocked  with  a  fine  collection  of  valuable  plants. 
Nursery  stock  is  cultivated  in  the  open  spaces. 
This  garden  occupies  the  ground  made  memorable 
as  the  spot  upon  which  Daniel  Webster  delivered 
his  great  Albany  speech  in  the  Harrison  campaign 
of  1840,  heard  by  10,000  listeners. 

Louis  Gloeckxer  has  green-houses  and  shrub- 
bery at  the  rural  cemetery  for  cut  flowers,  plants 
and  other  decorative  supplies. 

P.  G.  Pfordt's  Sons  conduct  green-houses  in  the 
City  of  Albany,  on  North  Broadway,  for  the  culti- 
vation and  sale  of  plants  and  flowers.  These  were 
formerly  located  on  the  Shaker  road,  north  of  West  j 


Albany,  and  were  conducted  by  Joseph  G.  I'fordt, 
as  nurseryman,  florist  and  farmer. 

A.  I"".  Chatfield,  florist  and  proprietor  of  Ex- 
otic Green-houses,  is  located  at  66  Cliestnut  street. 
Albany  City.    Established  in  1S58. 

James  Hendrick,  of  Font  Grove,  at  Slinger- 
lands,  established  extensive  green-houses  in  1S69. 
He,  for  a  time  also  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of 
fruit  trees  and  nursery  stock.  He  has  twenty-one 
green-houses,  15  x  icq  feet,  which  occupy,  with 
out-door  culture,  about  six  acres,  for  cut  flowers 
and  plants  to  supply  his  trade.  He  has  an  office 
at  36  North  Pearl  Street,  Albany. 

Whhtle  Brothers  erected  extensive  green- 
houses on  a  plat  of  five  acres  on  Madison  avenue, 
Albany,  in  1884.  Here  are  grown  plants  and 
ornamental  shrubbery  in  great  variety,  for  cut 
flowers,  bouquets  and  the  trade.  Connected  with 
these  green-houses  is  a  store  in  Tweddle  Building. 

Washington'  Park,  Albany,  has  extensive  green- 
houses for  cultivating  plants  and  shrubbery, 
under  the  care  of  Matthew  Fink,  superintendent. 
These  were  built  in  1S83,  upon  a  portion  of  the 
Alms-house  property,  on  the  New  Scotland  plank 
road  and  near  the  Lexington  avenue  entrance  to 
the  park. 

A.  J.  BiNLEY,  No.  323  Clinton  avenue,  first  lo- 
cated on  P'irst  street  in  1880,  has  a  green-house 
and  lot  for  the  cultivation  and  sale  of  plants  and 
flowers. 


THE  NEW  YORK  STATE  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 


WAS  organized  by  a  few  public-spirited  men, 
assembled  in  Albany  in  the  year  1832  from 
diff'erent  parts  of  the  State.  A  constitution  was 
adopted  and  the  following  officers  elected;  Le  Ray 
DeChaumont,  President:  Ambrose  Spencer,  Jacob 
Norris,  Edward  P.  Livingston,  Robert  R.  Rose, 
Vice-Presidents;  Philip  S.Van  Rensselaer,  Record- 
ing Secretary;  Jesse  Buel,  Coriesponding  Secretary; 
Charles  R.  Webster,  Treasurer;  Henry  W.  Del- 
avan,  Horatio  Hickox,  John  Townsend,  Executive 
Committee.  The  society  held  a  cattle  show  and 
fair  the  next  year:  but  the  want  of  funds  prevented 
a  continuance  of  fairs.  The  charter  was  granted 
for  twenty  years.  It  was  renewed  in  1842.  An 
act  passed  by  the  Legislature  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  agriculture,  appropriating  .58,000  for  five 


I  years,  to  be  divided  among  the  societies,  gave  the 
I  friends  of  agriculture  renewed  courage.     The  soci- 
ety was  reorganized  in  1S41.  with  Joel  B.  Nott,  of 
Bethlehem,  as.  President.    The  first  fair  was  held 
j  the  same  year  at  Syracuse,  and  in  Albany  the  next 
I  year.    Since  that  date  the  society  has  held  lairs  and 
I  agricultural  exhibitions,  as  well  as  floricultural  and 
j  mechanical  displays,  at  Albany  in  the  following 
years:  1850,   1S59,  1S71,   1S73,  1S76,  iSSo  and 
I  18S5. 

!  The  annual  fairs,  with  a  change  of  location  each 
I  year,  have  become  one  of  tiie  institutions  of  the 
I  State:  and  the  throngs  of  people  who  annually 
'  flock  to  its  exhibition  grounds  from  all  classes  and 

ranks  of  society,  give  very  gratifying  evidence  of 

high  public  appreciation. 
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The  society  meets  annually  al  its  rooms  in  Albany 
and  has  a  winter  exhibition  of  agricultural  and 
dairy  products.  Connected  with  this  State  society  is 
the  interesting  Agricultural  Museum,  which  oc- 
cupies rooms  in  the  building  on  State  street,  corner 
of  Lodge,  in  which  arc  the  offices  of  the  society  and 
special  accommodations  for  its  extensive  depart- 
ments. On  the  19th  of  November,  1784,  an  an- 
nual fair  for  vending  cattle  was  held  in  Albany. 
Chancellor  Livingston  was  a  farmer  of  intelligence. 
He  is  credited  with  introducing  gypsum  as  a  fertil- 
izer as  early  as  1789. 


In  1790,  a  Society  was  instituted  for  the  Pro- 
motion of  Agriculture,  Arts  and  Manufactures. 
Among  its  active  members  were  Chancellor  Liv- 
ingston, Simeon  De  Witt  and  Ei;ra  L'Hommedieu. 
The  society  continued  its  labors  and  issued  its 
publications  until  1804,  when  it  was  merged  into 
the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  the  Useful  Arts. 
It  subsequently  was  merged  in  the  Albany  In- 
stitute. 

The  first  anniversary  address  was  delivered  be- 
fore the  society,  January,  1792,  by  the  learned 
Dr.  Samuel  L.  ^Mitchell. 


ALBANY  COUNTY  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY. 


IN  1818,  an  Albany  County  Agricultural  Society 
existed,  which  received  $350  from  the  State, 
and  held  three  annual  fairs.  The  firat  annual  ex- 
hibition of  the  Albany  and  Rensselaer  Horticul- 
tural Society  was  held  in  the  Geological  Rooms, 
Albany,  September,  1848.  Fairs  and  exhibitions 
followed  in  1849  and  1S50.  The  town  of  Coey- 
mans  organized  an  Agricultural  Society  in  1S51, 
with  James  W.  Jolley,  President.  This  was  after- 
ward merged  into  the  County  Society. 

Thursday,  May  14,  1 853,  a  meeting  was  held  in  the 
rooms  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society  at  Albany 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  an  agricultural  soci- 
ety for  the  County  of  Albany.  At  this  meeting 
James  W.  Jolley,  of  Coeymans,  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  Joseph  Warren,  of  Albany,  acted  as 
Secretary.  After  the  usual  preliminary  discussion, 
the  organization  was  effected  by  the  election  of  the 
following  officers  :  President,  James  W.  Jolley  ; 
Treasurer,  E.  E.  Piatt  ;  Secretary,  Joseph  Warren  ; 
with  a  Vice-President  for  each  town. 

The  first  annual  fair  of  this  society  was  held  at 
Bethlehem  Centre,  October  4,  5  and  6,  1853.  "^  ''^ 
receipts  were  $900.  The  fair  grounds  were  lo- 
cated too  far  from  the  city,  with  no  conveniences 
for  reaching  them. 

The  second  annual  fiir  took  place  on  the  Wash- 
ington Parade  Grounds  in  November,  1854. 

1855. — '^^^  third  annual  fair  was  held  on 
Washington  Parade  Grounds,  September  25,  26 
and  27. 

January  2,  1856,  the  society  was  reorganized, 
with  Levi  Shaw,  President  ;  Richard  Kimme}', 
Vice-President  ;  Charles  R.  Wooley,  Secretary  ;  L. 
G.  Ten  Eyck,  Treasurer. 


1856.  — The  fourth  annual  fair  was  held  on 
Washington  Parade  Grounds,  September  23,  24 
and  25. 

1857.  — Joseph  Hilton,  President.  Fair  was 
held  in  Albany  in  October. 

1858.  — William  Hurst,  President.  Fair  held  on 
Washington  Parade  Grounds,  September  21,  22, 
23,  24. 

1S59  and  i860. — William  Plurst,  President. 
Fair  held  at  Albany,  September  18,  19,  20,  21. 

1 86 1.  — Wm.  Hurst,  President.  No  fair  this 
year. 

1862.  — William  Tutde,  President. 

^lay  8,  1862,  was  organized  the  Town  Union 
Agricultural  Associadon  of  the  County  of  Albany. 
The  following  officers  were  elected:  Pre.-<ident, 
Jurian  Winne;  Vice-President,  James  W.  Jolley; 
Treasurer,  Wm.  H.  Slingerland;  Secretary,  Samuel 
C.  Bradt 

June  7,  1S62,  The  Town  Union  Agricultural 
Association,  at  a  special  meeting,  changed  its  title 
to  Albany  County  Agricultural  Society.  Its  organ- 
ization was  made  to  conform  to  the  Act  of  April 
13,  1855.  The  officers  chosen  were:  President, 
Jurian  Winne:  Vice-President,  fames  W.  Jolle\'; 
Treasurer,  Wm.  H.  Slingerland:  Secretary,  Samuel 
C.  Bradt.     No  fair  held  this  year. 

1863.  — Jurian  Winne,  President.  Fair  held  on 
Washington  Parade  Grounds,  September  29,  3c 
and  October  i  and  2.    Receipts,  S4,ooo. 

1864.  ^ — Leonard  G.  Ten  Eyck,  President.  Oc- 
tober 4,  5,  6  and  7.    Fair  held  on  Parade  Grounds. 

1865.  - — Henry  Callahan,  President.  Albany  and 
Rensselaer  Counties  jointly  held  a  fair  on  Island 
Park,  September  19,  20,  21  and  22. 
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1866.  — Jacob  Messenger,  President.  P'air  held 
last  week  in  September. 

1867.  — The  Albany  City  and  Covinty  Agricul- 
tural and  Industrial  Societies  held  a  fair  and  exhi- 
bition in  Albany  in  September. 

1869. — Joseph  Hiltun,  Prcsiilent.  The  above 
societies  held  their  fair  and  exhibition  at  Albany 
the  first  week  in  October. 

1871.  — William  Ramsay,  President;  D.  V.  S. 
Raynsford,  Treasurer:  Thomas  Bagley,  Superin- 
tendent; John  H.  Farrell,  Secretary.  August  13th 
of  this  year  the  society  was  organized  as  a  stock 
company.  A  fair  was  held  at  Hurstville  in  Octo- 
ber. The  weather  was  rainy  and  unfavorable, 
and  financially  it  was  a  failure,  being  remote 
from  the  city  and  attended  with  many  incon- 
veniences. 

1872.  — George  Tweddle,  President.     No  fair. 

1873.  — December  2d,  the  Albany  County  Society 
held  a  meeting  to  elect  officers. 

1873. — In  the  month  of  June  the  Albany  Agri- 
cultural and  Art  Association  was  organized:  Presi- 
dent, Thomas  W.  Olcott:  Vice-President,  Maurice 
E.  Viele;  Treasurer,  \Vm.  11.  Haskell:  Secretary, 
Volkert  P.  Douw. 

The  society  purchased  about  f)rty-fbur  acres 
of  land  four  miles  north  of  the   citv,  between 


the  W'atervliet  turnpike  and  horse  railway  on  the 
east,  and  the  Albany  and  Saratoga  Railroad  on  the 
west.  This  location  was  adapted  to  the  purpOM.s 
intended  by  the  society  as  permanent  exhibition 
grounds,  with  all  the  necessary  buildings,  ma- 
chinery and  other  facilities  to  render  them  attract- 
ive, convenient  and  comfortable  for  general  and 
special  purposes. 

The  ground  was  planned  by  John  Bogart,  who 
superintended  the  grading,  road-making,  plant- 
ing trees  and  other  improvements.  The  soci- 
ety erected  buildings,  sheds,  machinery  depart- 
ments, offices  and  other  structures,  at  a  cost  of 
5^30. 000.  The  ground  was  inclosed  by  a  close 
fence.  On  the  west,  platforms  were  erected  for 
railroad  conveniences.  The  New  York  State  Agri- 
cultural Society  held  their  fair  on  these  grounds 
after  completion  of  buildings  in  1873. 

1874. — Thomas  W.  Olcott,  President.  This  so- 
ciety, with  the  Albany  County  Society,  held  a  joint 
fair  on  these  grounds  September  22.  23,  24,  25. 
Volkert  P.  Douw.  Superintendent. 

The  last  officers  elected  for  Albany  County  Agri- 
cultural Society  were  George  Tweddle,  President; 
John  H.  Farrell,  Secretary;  D.  V.  S.  Raynsford, 
Treasurer.  The  society  has  held  no  fairs  since 
1874. 


THE  SHAKERS  OF  ALBANY  COCNTY. 


THE  United  Society  of  Believers,  called  Shakers, 
reside  in  the  township  of  Watervliet,  and  are 
located  at  Shaker  Post-office,  six  miles  north  of 
Albany.    The  post-office  was  established  in  1871. 

This  settlement  was  founded  as  a  religious  and 
secular  society  in  the  year  1773,  by  Ann  Lee, 
born  in  Manchester,  England,  in  1736.  She 
came  to  America  when  she  was  38  years  old, 
with  a  few  of  her  followers. 

The  society  now  has  four  families,  called  the 
Church  family,  the  North  family,  the  West  family 
and  the  South  family,  all  numbering  about  300 
souls.  Mother  Ann,  as  she  was  called,  died  Sep- 
tember 8,  1784,  and  is  buried  in  the  Shaker 
cemetery,  in  a  plain  plat  of  inclosed  ground,  with 
nothing  to  mark  the  spot  save  a  simple  slab  of 
white  marble  inscribed  with  the  name  of  the  dead. 

Our  article  is  compiled  from  verbal  statements 
and  from  a  volume  prepared  by  Calvin  Green 
and   Seth  Y.   Wells.     The   doctrine   and  faith 
43 


of  this  socieiv  are  fully  treated  in  this  book 
as  those  which  ?iIother  Ann  taught.  They  are  sub- 
stantially as  follows  :  The  second  appearing  of 
Christ  in  person;  that  all  will  become  Christ's  when 
fitted  by  self-denial :  that  Jesus  became  the  Christ 
at  His  baptism;  the  community  of  all  temporal 
things  and  effects:  a  life  of  consecrated  celibacy; 
non-resistance  and  freedom  from  the  strifes  of  war; 
and  non-interference  with  political  parties,  with  no 
distinction  of  government. 

The  society  owns  about  3,000  acres  of  land  in 
different  parts  of  the  town,  which  is  in  a  good 
state  of  cultivation,  and  upon  which  productive 
crops  of  grass,  grain,  broom  corn,  vegetables  and 
fruit  are  grown.  About  100  head  of  neat  cattle 
furnish  the  several  families  with  the  necessary  dairy 
supplies,  and  50  horses  are  required  for  labor  on 
tlie  farms,  trucking  and  marketing.  The  pursuits 
of  the  people  are  varied  according  to  the  wants  of 
the  societv  and  the  demands  of  trade.     Some  are 
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engaged  in  agriculture,  some  in  horticulture,  and 
some  in  the  mechanical  arts.  Still  others  are  en- 
gaged in  canning  fruit  and  vegetables,  while  the 
saw-mill,  broom  factor}-  and  several  other  shops 
give  employment  to  many  busy  hands. 

The  domestic  and  household  affairs  are  presided 
over  by  faithful  superintendents,  assisted  by  the 
necessary  help.  Order,  s\  steni,  neatness  and  punc- 
tuality prevail  in  every  department. 

Their  dwellings,  offices,  factories,  shops,  store- 
houses and  farm-buildings  of  every  description  are 
all  substantial,  plain  structures,  built  for  use,  not 
ornament,  containing  all  the  necessary  improve- 
ments of  modern  invention  that  skill  can  devise  for 
the  convenience  of  man  and  the  comfort  of 
domestic  animals.  The  mechanical  work  in  its 
several  branches  is  performed  by  members  of  the 
society,  many  of  whom  are  skilled  workmen. 
Water  and  steam  power  are  used  for  manufacturing 
purposes.  During  the  season  of  general  admission 
to  their  Sabbath  worship,  great  crowds  from  the 
surrounding  country  visit  them,  mostly  to  hear  their 
impressive  singing  and  witness  their  jieculiar  danc- 
ing. Their  present  church  edifice  is  a  large  plain 
building,  having  a  seating  capacity  for  i,coo  persons. 

In  their  moral  training  they  are  carefully  taught 
to  regard  the  principles  of  honesty,  punctuality  and 
uprightness  in  all  their  conduct;  to  keep  a  con- 
science void  of  offense  towards  God  and  all  men  ; 
to  be  neat,  cleanly  and  industrious;  to  observe  the 
rules  of  prudence,  temperance  and  chastity;  to 
subdue  all  feelings  of  selfishness  and  hatred;  to  let 
the  law  of  kindness,  love  and  charity  govern  all 
their  feelings  towards  each  other;  to  shun  contention 
and  strife;  careful  neither  to  give  nor  take  offense;  to 
conduct  themseves  with  civility,  decency  and  good 
order  before  all  people:  to  promote  the  happiness 
of  each  other;  and  to  live  in  gospel  purity,  peace, 
union,  and  social  harmony.  These  are  among 
those  virtuous  principles  which  actuate  the  people 
of  the  United  Society  in  all  their  temporal  concerns, 
and  which  tend  greatly  to  promote  the  health  and 
prosperity  of  the  society,  and  insure  the  blessings 
of  divine  providence  upon  all  their  labors. 

A  well  conducted  monthly,  called  the  Shaker 
Manifesto,  is  published  in  this  community,  edited 
by  Rev.  G.  A.  Lomas.  All  visitors,  if  courteous 
themselves,  are  treated  with  marked  attention  and 
courtesy.  The  business  relations  of  these  people 
with  merchants,  and  all  others  who  have  dealings 
■with  them,  are  those  of  well-established  integrity 
and  trust. 

The  history  of  this  interesting  society  in  its 
origin  is  so  peculiar,  and  so  largely  identified  with 


I  our  county,  that  we  give  it  more  in  detail.  Mother 
1  Ann,  while  in  England,  was  often  shamefully 
!  abused  and  a  number  of  times  imprisoned  upon 
i  various  charges  brought  by  her  enemies  ;  after  a 
I  time  her  people  were  alloweJ  to  enjoy  their  faith 
I  in  peace,  but  their  [)ublic  testimony  ceased  in 
j  England  about  a  year  betbre  they  embarked  for 
!  America. 

Mother  Ann  was,  b\-  a  special  revelation,  direct- 
ed to  repair  to  America,  and  this  revelation  was 
I  communicated  to  the  society,  which  was  confirmed 
!  by  signs,  visions  and  manifestations  to  many  of  the 
I  members,  who  were  given  permission  to  accompany 
I  her.    Accordingly,   those  who  became  the  com- 
;  panions  of  Mother  Ann  in  her  voyage  to  America, 
i  and    professedly  members  of  her  society,  were 
j  Abraham  Stanley,  her  liusband,  William  Lee,  her 
brother,  James  Whittaker,  John  Hocknell,  Richard 
Hocknell,  James  Shepherd,  Mary  Partington  and 
Nancy  Lee. 

i  Having  setUed  their  affairs,  they  embarked  at 
Liverpool  on  board  the  ship  ■\Iariah,  Captain  Smith, 
;  of  New  York,  and  sailed  on  the  lyth  of  ^Lxy,  1774. 
I  After  enduring  the  storms  and  dangers  of  the  sea  in 
i  an  old  leaky  ship,  they  arrived  safely  in  New  York 
I  on  the  6th  of  August  following. 

After  Mother  Ann  and  her  little  family  arrived  in 
this  country,  they  passed  through  many  scenes  of 
difficulty  of  a  temporal  nature.     Being  strangers  in 
the  land  and  without  any  means  of  subsistence, 
I  they  were  obliged  to  seek  employment  where  they 
!  could  find  it,  and  at  the  same  time  arrange  plans 
I  for  their  future  residence.    Accordingly,  William 
!  Lee  and  John  Hocknell  went  up  the  river  and  con- 
;  tracted  for  a  lot  of  land  in  the  County  of  Albany. 
I  !\[other  Ann,  her  brother  William,  and  the  others 
j  went  to  Albany,  where  they  found  employment. 
I  But  she  did  not  reside  there  permanently.     In  the 
!  beginning  of  the  autumn  of  1775  Abraham  Stanley 
j  was  taken  sick,  and,  after  his  recovery,  and  before 
\  he  was  fully  able  to  labor,  he  began  to  associate 
j  with  the  wicked  and  lewd,  and  lost  all  sense  of 
I  religion.    L'nwilling  to  forsake  his  wicked  ways, 
the  relation  between  Mother  .Ann  and  her  hus- 
band ceased.     John  Hocknell.  wiih  his  family,  re- 
turned from   England   December  25,  1775,  and 
I  met  Mother  Ann  in  New  York,  where  they  re- 
I  mained  until  Eebruary  following,  and  then  went 
[  on  to  Albany  by    land.     Having  brought  their 
i  effects  from  New  \'ork  after  the  opening  of  the 
river,  their  ne.\t  object  was  to  prepare  for  a  settle- 
ment in  the  wilderness  by  clearing  their  land, 
I  erecting  suitable  buildings  and  making  other  nec- 
I  essary  provisions,  which  they  accomplished  in  the 
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course  of  the  summer,  and  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, 1776,  they  took  up  their  residence  in  the 
woods  of  what  is  now  W'atervliet,  about  six 
miles  northwest  of  Albany  City.  These  lands  were 
in  the  Van  Rensselaer  manor  and  were  leased  from 
the  Patroon  on  the  usual  terms  and  conditions,  and 
were  mostly  the  light  sandy  plains  of  the  vicinity. 
Here,  in  a  wilderness  state,  they  began  with  zeal 
and  industry,  through  sufferings,  to  prepare  the 
way  for  a  permanent  settlement.  Here  they  held 
their  meetings  for  three  vears  and  a  half  until  the 
way  was  opened  for  giving  their  testimony  to  the 
world  in  the  spring  of  1780. 

During  this  year  the  society  was  encouraged  in 
its  work  by  additions  to  their  numbers;  new  con- 
verts were  added,  and  their  meetings  were  largely 
attended  by  persons  from  a  distance,  notably  from 
New  Lebanon.  From  various  parts  of  the  country 
many  embraced  the  faith  of  the  society.  This  new 
sect  and  their  religion  were  looked  upon  by  the 
world  as  fanatical.  The  country  being  at  war, 
these  people  were  accused  of  being  enemies  to 
freedom.  The  charge  of  treason  was  publicly  made 
against  them.  In  consequence  of  these  accusa- 
tions, Mother  Ann  and  a  number  of  the  leading 
characters  were,  in  the  month  of  July,  imprisoned 
in  Albany.  This  naturally  e.xcited  great  sympathy, 
and  as  they  appeared  an  inoffensive  people,  many 
from  various  quarters  visited  them  and  were  soon 
convinced  not  only  of  their  innocence,  but  of  the 
truth  of  their  testimony. 

Their  enemies  were  highly  offended  when  they 
saw  their  object  defeated,  and  concluded  that  by 
separating  Mother  Ann  from  her  followers,  the  so- 
ciety would  come  to  an  end.  They  sent  her  down 
the  river  about  the  middle  of  August,  with  a  view 
to  banish  her  to  the  British  army,  then  in  New 
York;  but  not  being  able  to  accomplish  their  ob- 
ject she  was  landed  at  Poughkeepsie,  and  impris- 
oned in  the  jail  of  that  town. 

About  the  20th  December  following,  those  who 
had  been  confined  at  Albany  for  five  months  were 
released  without  trial.  They  immediately  visited 
Mother  Ann  at  Poughkee[)sie,  and  through  their 
intercession  with  Governor  George  Clinton,  she 
was  released  about  the  last  of  December.  Thus 
ended  the  only  imprisonment  they  suffered  in 
America. 

On  May  3,  1781,  Mother  .\nn,  with  some 
of  her  followers,  set  out  on  a  visit  to  Harvard, 
in  Massachussctts.  But  here,  as  usual,  she  met 
enemies,  and  persecution  was  at  once  set  in  mo- 
tion. Every  evil  report  and  every  wicked  device 
were  called  forth  to  render  them  odious  in  the  eves 


I  of  the  people.  The  usual  charges  of  being  enemies 
I  to  the  country,  of  living  in  debauchery  and  prac- 
I  ticing  witchcraft  were  alleged  against  them. 

In   consecjucnce    of    the.se    accusations  they 
:  sutTered  much  personal  abuse,  and  were  shame- 
j  fully  and  cruelly  treated.   These  persecutions,  how- 
1  ever,  like  the  impiriscmment  at  Albany,  served  only 
to  accelerate  the  means  of  extending  the  testimony, 
which  greatly  increased  the  number  of  believers. 
About  the  beginning  of  July,  1783,  they  left  Har- 
vard   to  return  westward,  and  on  their  journey 
visited  the  other  societies.     Leaving  New  Lebanon 
on  the  4th  ."September,   they  returned  to  Water- 
vliet,  having  been    absent  two  years  and  three 
months. 

In  July,  1784,  the  society  was  called  to  sustain  a 
severe  trial  in  the  death  of  Elder  William  Lee. 
This  event  was  soon  followed  by  another,  in  the 
loss  of  the  visible  presence  and  protection  of  their 
dearly  beloved   Mother.    Being  herself  sensible 
that  her  time  was  short,  she  often  reminded  the 
people  of  it  and  exhorted  them  to  faithfulness  and 
perseverance  in  the  way  of  God.     Having  finished 
her  work  on  earth,  she  was  called  to  bid  adieu  to 
all  worldly  things,  and  was  released  from  her  labors, 
her  sorrow  and  suft'erings,  and  calmly  resigned  her 
'  soul  to  God.  on  the  morning  of  September  8,  1784. 
The  society  being  now  deprived  of  their  faithful 
friend  and  guide,  Elder  James  Whittaker  succeed- 
j  ed  her  in  the  ministry,  and  was  henceforth  called 
j  Father  James.     The  society  labored  on  in  the 
j  work  before  it,  and,  with  increasing  prosperity, 
I  saw  the  necessity  of  being  gathered  into  a  more 
I  united  body,  for  greater  protection  and  a  further 
j  increase  of  their  spiritual  travail. 
!      In  the  autumn  of  1785,  was  raised  the  first  house 
i  of  public  worship  ever  built  by  the  society.  From 
I  this  time  the  affairs  of  the  societv  began  to  assume 
I  a  more  regular  form  and  order.     This  house  still 
I  stands,  well  preserved. 

j      Father  James  died  July  20.  1787,  and  was  suc- 

I  ceeded  in  the  ministry  by  Joseph  Meacham  and 
Lucy  Wright,  who  was  appointed  as  the  first  lead- 
ing character  in  the  female  line.  These  two  were 
established  by  the  gift  of  God  as  spiritual  parents 
in  church  relation  and  first  ministers  of  gospel 
order.  Under  their  ministration  the  people  were 
gathered  into  a  united  body,  and  were  gradually 
formed  into  church  relation  at  New  Lebanon,  unit- 
ing their  interests  in  one  common  stock,  both 

j  spiritual  and  temporal,  having  all  things  in  com- 

!  mon. 

Mother  Ann  possessed  remarkable  powers  and 
faculties  of  mind  b}-  nature,  whi^h  were  greatly 
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enlarged  and  strengthened  by  the  gift  of  God. .  At 
times,  \vhen  under  the  power  and  operation  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  her  countenance  shone  with  the  glory 
of  God,  and  the  influence  of  her  spirit  at  such 
times  was  great  beyond  description,  and  no  one 


was  able  to  gainsay  or  resist  the  authority  by  which 
she  spoke.     Her  whole  soul  appeared  to  be  always 

I  engaged  in  the  work  of  God,  and  the  Spirit  of  God 
seemed  to  breathe  through  all  her  words  and 

1  actions. 


TEMPERANCE  WORK  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


PEOPLE  of  different  countries  have  many  cus- 
toms, habits,  and  social  relations  in  common. 
These  are  dependent,  in  a  measure,  upon  educa- 
tion, temperament,  and  constitutional  heredity. 

In  the  settlement  of  this  county,  it  shared  in 
both  the  good  and  the  bad  elements  that  were 
brought  by  the  settlers.  Perhaps  no  two  greater 
evils  could,  by  any  possibility,  have  been  introduced 
and  fostered,  under  sanction  of  custom  and  law, 
than  human  slavery  and  intemperance  caused  by 
the  use  of  alcoholic  beverages.  Both  evils  made 
rapid  growth:  the  first  through  the  slave  trade,  and 
the  latter  by  immigration.  Human  slavery  was 
abolished  by  statute  in  this  .'^tate  and  county  in 
1827,  without  the  loss  of  life  or  bloodshed;  but 
the  institution,  as  a  national  evil,  existed  in  other 
States  until  1863,  when,  through  a  war  which  cost 
thousands  of  lives  and  millions  of  dollars,  slavery 
was  forever  abolished  in  the  United  States. 

The  future  of  this  law-protected  evil,  the  manu- 
facture and  traffic  in  alcoholic  and  malt  liquors,  is 
becoming  a  national  danger,  and  its  final  overthrow 
will  require  heroic  measures.  How  to  accomplish 
this  is  a  momentous  question,  and  has  occupied 
the  consideration  of  worthy  and  thoughtful  men. 
It  is  not  by  any  sudden  or  arbitrary  legislation  that 
great  social  evils  and  the  burdens  of  human  woes 
are  lessened.  Let  children  and  youth  have  light. 
Let  us  have  more  formation  and  less  reformation 
will  be  needed.  Few  are  made  drunkards  after 
they  are  forty  years  old.  Few  are  reformed  after 
they  reach  that  age. 

After  many  years  of  e.xpcrience,  temperance  re- 
formers have  learned  that  victorious  parties  are 
born  of  many  elements  in  citizenship,  gathered 
about  one  great  issue  of  paramount  importance, 
and  parties  the  when  they  fail  to  force  that  issue 
upon  the  conscience  and  manhood  of  a  free 
people. 

For  fifty  years,  or  more,  men  and  women  have 
zealously  labored  to  modify  the  traffic  and  sup- 
press the  ravages  of  intemperance  in  this  county, 


and  whatever  of  success  has  attended  these  efforts 
for  mitigating  the  evil,  opposing  forces  and  special 
interests,  arose  dissensions  and  differences  of 
opinion  in  regard  to  methods  brought  divisions; 
j  and  numerous  societies  and  organizations  followed. 
Temperance  societies  in  the  county  did  not 
assume  much  importance  until  about  1830. 

One  of  the  earliest  societies  was  organized  in 
1828,  in  the  school-house  near  Chesterville.  The 
j  meeting  was  called  and  presided  over  by  Deacon 
'  Holmes.    Two  persons  signed  what  was  called 
j  the  open  pledge,   which  allowed  the  person  to 
I  drink  all  beverages  but  disiilled  liquors.  ^vlr. 
I  Evans,  one  of  the  signers,  is  dead;  the  other,  Peter 
I  P.  narrower,   is  living  in  Albany,  an  honored 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Church.    This  pledge 
proved  a  complete  failure.    A  few  years  later,  the 
principles  of  total  abstinence  were  advocated  and 
inserted  in  the  pledges.     iNIen  who  were  at  first 
unwilling  to  give  this  subject  careful  thought, 
began  to  investigate  the  facts  that  were  presented, 
and  many  prominent  citizens  became  convinced 
and  identified  with  the  eftbrts  of  societies  that 
followed. 

The  following  memoranda  of  early  temperance 
movements  and  societies  in  Albany  were  furnished 
by  Professor  ]McCo_v. 

1.  In  the  year  1832  there  were  fourteen  temper- 
ance societies  in  .\lbany,  with  an  aggregate  mem- 
bership of  4, 164. 

2.  The  First  Ward  Temperance  Society,  Erastus 
Corning,  President,  and  Gerrit  L.  Dox,  Secretary, 
had  1.227  members. 

3.  The  Second  Ward  Temperance  Society, 
I  Charles  R.  Webster,   President,  and  Eli  Perry, 

Secretary,  had  410  members. 
I      4.  The  Third  Ward  Temperance  Society,  Uriah 

Marvin,  President,  and  Israel  \^"illiams,  Secretary. 

had  a  membership  of  410. 

5.  The  Fourth  Ward  Temperance  Society,  Joseph 

Ale.xander,  President,  and  John  Davis,  Secretary, 
j  had  270  members. 
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6.  The  Fifth  Ward  Temperance  Society,  H.  A. 
Fay,  President,  and  Geor<^'e  W.  Carpenter,  Secretary, 
had  349  members. 

7.  There  was  a  Canal  Temperance  Society,  of 
which  Thaddeiis  Joy  was  President,  and  Horace 
Meech,  Secretary. 

8.  The  Albany  Apprentices'  Society  numbered 
1 1 1  members.  E.  J.  Hosford  was  President,  and 
William  Bleeker,  Secretary. 

9.  The  Furriers'  Temperance  Society  had  112 
members.  Ezra  P.  Prentice,  President,  and  C  \. 
Taylor,  Secretar_\'. 

10.  The  Hibernian  Temperance  Society,  Rev. 
Charles  Smith,  President,  and  P.  M.  Alorange, 
Secretary,  had  123  members. 

11.  The  African  Temperance  Society  had  192 
members,  with  B.  Lattimer,  President,  and  Rich- 
ard Thompson,  Secretary. 

12.  The  Albany  Young  Men's  Temperance 
Society,  Bradford  R.  Wood,  President,  and  Archi- 
bald McClure,  Secretary,  had  500  members. 

13.  There  was  an  Albany  Count)'  Temperance 
Society,  membership  not  given,  of  which  A.  Piatt 
was  President,  and  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  late 
Attorney-General  of  the  United  States,  was  Vice- 
President. 

14.  The  Albany  Academy  Temperance  Society, 
W.  P.  Pohlman,  President,  and  E.  T.  Griffith, 
Secretary,  numbered  1 50  members. 

15.  In  some  cases  one  person  probably  be- 
longed to  two  societies.  Perhaps  the  total  mem- 
bership in  Albany  County  included  8,500  persons. 
The  total  population  of  Albany  in  1832,  was 
26,000. 

16.  1832  was  the  year  of  the  cholera.  The 
whole  number  of  deaths  by  cholera  in  Albany,  of 
persons  over  ten  years  old,  was  336.  Of  these  but 
two  were  members  of  temperance  societies. 

17.  The  Albany  Young  Men's  Temperance  So- 
ciety probably  led  to  the  formation  of  the  Albany 
Young  Men's  Association.  The  members  of  the 
former,  Amos  Dean,  Bradford  R.  Wood  and  others, 
were  founders  of  the  latter. 

The  organization  of  these  societies  was  largely 
due'  to  the  heroic  labors,  resolute  purpose,  and 
powerful  influence  of  Edward  C.  Delavan,  of 
Albany,  a  wine  merchant,  the  great  and  well-known 
apostle  of  temperance,  who,  with  a  terrible  fear- 
lessness and  zeal  advocated  the  suppression  of  tlie 
sale  of  intoxicants  and  the  awful  danger  of  drink- 
ing habits.  He  revolutionized  customs  which  had 
been  long  in  existence.  His  zeal  in  this  reform 
was  so  great,  that  his  opinions  were  at  limes  uttered 


I  with  great  vehemence  and  enthusiasm.  His  oppo- 
nents he  treated  with  fairness;  yet  he  never  receded 
from  what  he  believed  to  be  right  and  just. 

A  temperance  sentiment    began    to   grow  in 
Albany.     It  gained  the  attention  of  a  few  clergy- 
men and  prominent  citizens,  who  examined  and 
i  approved  the  necessity  of  action  in  this  reform. 
Public  meetings  were  held,  at  which  free  discussion 
and  inquiry  were  made.    These  meetings  caused 
the  organization  of  temperance  societies  as  above. 
I  Public  sentiment  was  changed.    Clergymen  did 
j  not  hesitate  to  express  their  opinions.  Eminent 
:  judges  saw  the  evil.   Chancellor  Walworth  said  : 
"It  was  his  opinion  that  the  time  would  come 
when  men  would  as  soon  be  engaged  in  poisoning 
their  neighbors'  wells  as  dealing  out  to  them  in- 
1  toxicating  diinks  as  a  beverage.'' 

As  auxiliaries  in  this  great  reform,  one  of  the 
I  most  potent  means  early  employed  was  the  publi- 
;  cation  of  tracts  and  p.apers  devoted  to  this  subject, 
j  which  were  distributed  in  the  community  as  edu- 
I  cators.  For  the  first  twenty-five  years  of  this  re- 
I  form  they  exertetl  a  powerful  influence.  Added 
I  to  public  addresses,  numerous  societies  and  other 
!  practical  methotls,  the  newspaper,  the  lever  that 
I  moves  the  world,  has  contributed  its  full  share  of 
j  influence.  The  following  have  been  published  in 
j  Albany  in  the  interest  of  temperance  reform  : 

The  Temperance  Recorder,  monthly,  was  pub- 
lished in  1831  by  the  State  Temperance  Society. 

American  Temperance  Intelligencer  \\as  com- 
menced in  January,  1834.    Published  monthlv. 

Tlie  I'ou/h's  Temperance  Enterprise,  monthly, 
was  started  November,  1842,  by  J.  Stanley  Smith, 
and  continued  three  years. 

The  Sons  vf  Temperance  and  Rechabile,  an  8vo 
monthly,  was  published  in  1846,  by  J.  Stanley 
Smith  &  Co. 

The  Telegraph  and  Temperance  fournal  was  com- 
menced in  1848  by  S.  Meyers,  and  continued  four 
years. 

j  The  Temperance  Courier  was  commenced  Feb- 
ruary, 1849,  by  Jasper  T.  Hazen,  and  subsequently 
published  by  J.  T.  Hazen  &  Son. 

The  Washing  Ionian  and  Rechabile  was  issueti  in 

I  1849,  byj.  T.  Hazen.    In  1855  it  was  united  with 

j  the  Courier. 

\  The  Ne-iC  i'ork  Reformer  was  published  for  ten 
!  months:  edited  by  John  Abbott. 

The  Prohibilionis/,  monthly,  was  commenced  in 
I  1854  as  the  organ  of  the  New  York  State  I'emper- 
'  ance  Society.  It  was  edited  by  A.  McCoy,  and  in 
j  1857  it  was  united  with  the  Journal  0/ the  American 
'  Ti'niperance  Union. 
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July  4,  1844,  J.  Hyatt  Smith  and  Isaac  Kdwards 
delivered  orations  at  Guilderland  Centre.  These 
were  printed  by  Joel  Munsell. 

In  1854  was  published  an  address  delivered  in 
the  Assembly  Chamber  by  E.  C.  Delavan  before 
the  New  York  State  Temperance  Societ}'. 

In  i860,  E.  C.  Delavan  published  "  Temperance 
in  Wine  Countries."'  He  also  had  printed  and  pub- 
lished for  free  distribution  numerous  papers,  ad- 
dresses, tracts  and  other  matter  relating  to 
temperance.  After  the  libel  suit  ao^ainst  him  in 
1840,  he  had  the  proceedings  of  the  trial  pub- 
lished in  pamphlet  form. 

February  12,  1S35,  an  article  ably  written  ap- 
peared in  the  Albany  Evening  Journal,  charging  that 
John  Taylor,  the  brewer,  used  for  malting  purposes 
filthy  and  stagnant  water,  taken  from  a  small  pond 
then  in  existence  at  or  near  the  present  location  of 
the  Trinity  Methodist  Church.  P'or  this  an  action 
was  soon  after  laid  for  libel,  with  damages.  It 
was  not  until  April  21,  1840,  that  this  case  was 
brought  to  trial,  and  the  record  is  as  follows: 

John  Taylor  vs.  Edward  C.  Delavan;  prose- 
cuted for  an  alleged  libel;  tried  at  Albany  circuit, 
April  21,  1840,  Judge  Cushing  presiding.  Coun- 
sel for  plain  titT:  Messrs.  Stevens,  Reynolds,  ^IcKown 
and  Van  Buren;  for  defendant:  Beardslev,  Taber 
and  Wheaton.  Libel  published  as  above,  and 
charged  "that  Taylor,  the  plaintiff,  caused  his 
malting  establishment,  on  the  hill  (corner  of  State 
and  Lark  streets)  in  Albany,  to  be  supplied  with 
filthy,  stagnant,  putrid  water,  such  as  is  taken  from 
pools,  gutters  and  ditches,  in  which  were  dead 
animals;  that  the  water  was  often  so  foul  and  pol- 
luted as  to  be  green  on  the  surface  and  nearly  as 
thick  as  cream  with  filth;  and  that  such  water  had 
been  used  for  malting,  etc." 

This  trial  occupied  six  days.  Seventy  witnesses 
were  examined  pro  and  con.  The  jury  rendered  a 
verdict  for  the  defendant  with  costs.  (Jther  suits 
had  been  instituted  with  damages  of  over  $300,- 
000,  but  were  never  prosecuted.  Delavan  was 
victorious,  and  the  friends  of  temperance  and  re- 
form were  encouraged  to  renewed  efforts  in  the 
work. 

Higher  ground  was  taken  ;  more  aggressive 
and  stringent  methods  advocated,  and  a  general 
interest  for  the  cause  manifested  by  the  addition 
to  its  ranks  of  many  men  of  intelligence  and 
character,  who  earnestly  and  fearlessly  entered 
upon  the  work  as  lecturers  or  organizers  of  various 
societies. 

In  1840,  the  Albany  City  Temperance  Society 
was  organized,  with  Israel  Smith  as  President. 


In  1840,  Rev.  J.  A.  Schnellar,  Pastor  of  St. 
I  Mary's  Catholic  Church,  Albany,  organized  a  tem- 
I  perance  society,  with  a  test  pledge  for  one  year; 
I  and  in  May,  1841.  reorganized  with  a  pledge  for 
1  life,  including  this  condition:  that  if  a  person 
I  wished  to  be  released  from  his  or  her  obligation, 
I  he  must  present  his  petiti-m  to  the  pastor  of  this 
'  church. 

j      July  4,1841.  the  temperance  societies  of  the  city 
I  joined  in  a  procession  to  the  .Second  Presbyterian 
Church,  where  an  oration  was  delivered  by  Ben- 
jamin Nott. 

In  1842,  the  Washinglonian  movement  reached 
i  Albany.   The  ^Vashingt^'nian  Total  Abstinence  So- 
ciety was  organized  with  a  large  membership,  and 
efficiently  presided  over  by  John  C.  Ward,  who  w  as 
1  a  pioneer  in  the  work,  and  has  been  a  zealous  and 
I  faithful  member  of  various  societies, 
i      Meetings  were  of  frequent  occurrence,  many  emi- 
nent public  speakers   and  prominent  reformers 
i  addressing  them.     Hawkins  and  Pollard,  Washing- 
j  tonians,  were  engaged  to  address  large  assemblies, 
i  at  which  the  pledge  was  always  presented  for  sig- 
;  natures.    The  influence  of  this  remarkable  agita- 
•  tion  infused  new  life  into  the  old  societies,  and 
1  called  into  existence  the  secret  orders, 
i      In  June,  1S42,  a  day  was  devoted  to  a  great 
j  temperance  celebration  in  the  city. 
!      July  4.  1842,  in  the  afternoon,  the  wives  and 
children  of  the  Washingtonian  temperance  societies 
formed  a  procession,  with  banners  and  badges,  and 
marched  to  the  National  Garden  on  Broadway, 
where  they  had  a  celebration. 

In  1843,  the  following  citizens,  members  of  the 
State  Temperance  Society,  addressed  a  letter  to 
Drs.  Warren,  Mott  and  Horner  for  their  opinion  in 
regard  to  the  drawings  of  Dr.  Sewall,  representing 
the  pathology  of  drunkenness,  for  the  use  of 
schools:  Azor  Taber,  Ira  Harris,  I.  N.  W^ckoff. 
B.  T.  Welch,  Erastus  Corning,  B.  R.  Wood  and 
Barent  P.  Staats.  • 

In  1844,  was  instituted  Albany  Division,  Sons  of 
Temperance,  No.  24. 

July  4,  1845,  temperance  societies  celebrated  the 
day  with  enthusiasm.  Samuel  G.  Courtney  and 
John  H.  Carroll  delivered  orations,  and  Jacob  C. 
Cuyler  read  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
'  In  the  year  i84'i,  Tivoli  Temple  of  Honor  and 
i  Temperance.  No.  22.  was  organized.  Albany  So- 
cial, No.  22.  was  connected  with  this  temple. 

During  1S44  and  1846,  these  several  temperance 
organizations  were  instituted:  I.  O.  ofRechabites 
— Forest  Tent,  No.  75.  and  Sche-negh-ta-da  Tent, 
No.  304:  Order  of  Social  Circle — Albany  Circle, 
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No.  I,  Constellation  Circle,  No.  4;  Albany  Dorcas 
Temperance  Society  ;  and  Albany  County  Teni-  \ 
perance  Society.  i 

June,  1849,  tlie  Temperance  Pavilion,  a  large  j 
tent,  was  erected  in  North  Pearl  street  by  Mr.  Van  i 
Wagner,  the  "  Poughkeepsie  Blacksmith,"  in  which  \ 
were  held  meetings  that  were  crowded  to  excess. 

In  1849,  Father  ^klathew,  the  Irish  orator  and 
apostle  of  temperance,  came  to  Albany  and  deliv- 
ered lectures  to  great  multitudes  of  people.  His 
intense  discourse  and  fervent  appeals  touched  the 
hearts  of  many.  His  mission  was  successful,  and  ! 
the  good  he  wrought  has  borne  fruit  for  all  the  i 
years  since. 

October,  1851,  a  City  Temperance  .Society  was 
organized,  with  Bradford  R.  Wood  as  President. 

During  Father  Mathew"s  second  visit  to  Albany  1 
in  1 85 1,  at  one  of  his  meetings,  September  19th, 
Mrs.  Susannah  C.  Maguire,  wife  of  ^lartin  J.  j 
O'Heaney,  signed  pledge  numbered  6.100,990.  j 
This  represented  the  number  of  pledges  given  to  j 
him  at  that  date.  1 

January  27  and  28,  1852,  State  temperance  so-  ' 
ciety  and  temperance  organizations  of  the  city  held  \ 
meetings  which  were  attended  by  large  numbers.  [ 
Many  pc-sons  v.-ere  turned  away  for  want  of  room,  j 
Great  enthusiasm  prevailed.  Albany  Social,  No.  1 
22,  was  organized. 

October,  1 852,  State  Temperance  Convention.  ; 

January  19,  1S53,  temperance  meetings  were  j 
held  in  the  city  churches,  with  crowded  houses.  j 

January  21,  1853,  a  delegation  of  the  Women's  i 
State  Temperance  Convention  was  permitted  to 
enter  the  Assembly  Chamber  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  memorials  signed  by  28,000  persons, 
petitioning  for  the  abolition  of  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors. 

April  10,  1855,  the  Delavan  House  was  splen- 
didly illuminated,  on  the  occasion  of  the  passage  of 
the  temperance  bill,  and  a  supper  was  given  to  the 
friends  of  the  measure. 

January  7,  1861,  a  lecture  was  given  at  Tweddle 
Hall  by  Professor  Amasa  INIcCoy,  on  the  "Curious  i 
and  Humorous  Phases  in  the  History  of  Temper-  j 
ance,"  and  a  City  Temperance  Society  was  organ- 
ized, with  Rev.  Dr.  I.  N.  Wyckoff,  President;  Jas-  : 
per   T.   Hazen,  Corresponding  Secretary;  Wm. 
Headlam,   Recording  Secretary;   Wm.  McElroy,  ; 
Treasurer;  and  Philip  Phelps,  Auditor.  i 

July  4,  1869,  was  celebrated  in  a  fine  grove  on  : 
the  farm  of  Rensselaer  IMarkle,  near  the  village  of  | 
New  Salem,  by  the  several  divisions  of  Sons  of  ! 
Temperance  in  the  county.     A  large  concourse  of 
people  assembled  in  the  grove  to  partake  of  the  ' 


bounties  spread  before  them  by  the  generous 
hearts  and  hands  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters.  .\ 
spirit  of  enthusiasm,  mingled  with  enjoyment,  pre- 
vailed. The  speakers  were  Revs.  A.  K.  Farr,  J. 
G.  Noble  and  others. 

In  1869,  a  series  of  temperance  meetings,  con- 
ducted by  the  Christian  Temperance  Committee, 
were  held  in  Washington  Park  and  elsewhere  un 
Sunday  afternoons.  Among  the  speakers  were  Dr. 
Wilson,  of  .\lbany,  who  delivered  several  ad- 
dresses. 

St.  Joseph's  Total  Abstinence  Society,  of  Albany, 
owes  its  origin  to  the  zeal  and  perseverance  of 
Messrs.  James  J.  Hartwell  and  James  Wilkmson. 
The  organization  was  perfected  January  13,  1870, 
under  the  title  "of  St.  Joseph's  Temperance 
Society.  During  the  year  1875,  the  members 
thought  the  word  Temperance  did  not  clearly 
indicate  the  scope  of  the  society,  and  the  name  was 
changed  to  its  present  tit'e. 

The  society  holds  weekly  meetings  in  St.  Joseph's 
Hall,  corner  of  North  Pearl  and  Colonie  streets. 
It  uses  the  Father  Mathew  Pledge,  as  follows: 
"I  solemnly  promise,  with  Divine  assistance,  to 
abstain  from  all  intoxicating  liquors,  and  tu  pre- 
vent, by  advice  and  example,  intemperance  in 
otliers. ''    Wine  and  cider  are  strictly  prohibited. 

The  present  officers  are  James  H.  Duiin,  Presi- 
dent; John  J.  McMahon,  Vice-President;  ]M.  F. 
McGowan,  Recording  Secretary;  ^^'m.  Sennett, 
Fmancial  Secretary;  James  J.  Hartwell,  Treasurer; 
R.  J.  Kelly,  Clerk;  Patrick  Costello,  Marshal. 

Another  society,  connected  with  St.  Joseph's 
Church,  meets  in  St.  Joseph's  Hall,  of  which 
Thomas  Murphy  is  President.  St.  INIary's  Guild 
meets  in  St.  Mary's  Church,  corner  of  Pine  and 
Chapel  streets;  J.  J.  Franklin,  Regent. 

Societies  throughout  the  county  have  been 
numerous.  Some  maintained  their  organizations 
for  many  months,  and  then  disbanded,  to  be  again 
reorganized  through  the  efiforts  of  lecturers,  many 
of  whom  have  addressed  large  audiences  in  the 
rural  districts. 

In  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1878,  Mrs.  T. 
L.  Courtney  lectured  in  several  of  the  townships 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Women's  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union,  and  organized  auxiliary  societies. 
At  the  present  time  there  is  in  West  Troy  a 
Lodge  of  Good  Templars  and  a  Women's 
Christian  Temperance  Union. 

Green  Island  has  a  Lodge  of  Good  Templars, 
of  which  John  P.  Lansing  is  presiding  officer;  and 
Cohoes  has  a  Women's  Christian  Temperance 
Union;  also  a  Gospel  Temperance  Association. 
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The  pledging  of  men  and  women  against  the 
manufacture,  sale  and  use  as  a  beverage  of  all  that 
can  intoxicate,  has  been  the  foundation  of  ail  these 
societies.  For  this  purpose  we  ha\e  Women's 
Christian  Temperance  Unions,  The  Sons  of  Tem- 
perance, The  Temples  of  Honor,  The  Good 
Templars,  Father  Mathew  Societies,  Blue  Ribbon 
Leagues,  and  many  other  organizations  with  rec- 
ords of  two-score  years  or  more  of  labor  in  the 
cause  of  total  abstinence. 

In  the  past  fifty  years  the  people  of  this  county 
have  witnessed   great  ciianges   in  the  customs, 
habits  and  public  sentiment  wrought  through  the 
efforts  of  these  societies.    At  that  time  the  use  of 
ardent  spirits  was  well  nigh  universal,  and  men  ' 
of  all  classes  and  professions  indulged  freely  with-  i 
out  losing  caste.    Then  officers  and  members  of  j 
churches  considered  it  no  impropriety.    Ordina-  j 
tions,   weddings,    christenings,  funerals,   and  in 
fact  every  assembly  and  gathering  was  considered  ! 
incomplete  without  a  plentiful  supply  of  spirituous 
liquors.    But  these  customs  of  the  people  have  un-  | 
dergone   a  change,  and  reform  marks  a  higher  | 
standard  of  sobriety  and  moral  intelligence.  I 


A  brewery  was  erected  in  Albany,  on  the  Rut- 
ten-Kill,  as  early  as  1637,  with  the  exclusive  right 
to  supply  retail  dealers  with  beer.  About  the 
beginning  of  the  present  century,  Mr.  Gill  was 
proud  of  the  fact  that  he  produced  150  barrels  of 
beer  yearly  in  Albany.  During  the  year  1883. 
there  was  manufactured  in  this  county  353,133 
barrels,  or  11,123,689  gallons,  of  malt  and  brewed 
liquors;  and  for  the  year  1884,  369,977  barrels,  or 
11,654,275  gallons.  The  several  malt-houses, 
during  the  year,  manufacture  about  1,200,000 
bushels  of  malt,  with  a  capacity  for  1,500,000 
bushels. 

There  are  not  less  than  1,200  places  in  Albany 
where  distilled  and  malt  liquors  are  sold:  in 
Cohoes,  160;  West  Troy,  140;  Green  Island,  40; 
and  in  the  several  towns  about  ico,  making  a  total 
of  nearly  1,650  licensed  and  unlicensed  resorts  for 
the  sale  and  traffic  in  these  beverages. 

From  the  Supervisor's  Report  of  Albany  Peni- 
tentiary for  1884,  the  following  facts  and  figures 
are  taken:  Total  number  received,  2,270.  Of  this 
number,  658  were  from  Albany  County.  Of  the 
2,  270,  1,894  admitted  themselves  to  be  intemperate. 


SECRET  TEMPERANCE  ORDERS. 


SONS  OF  TEMPERANCE. 

^HE  organization  called  Sons  of  Temperance 
was  brought  into  existence  in  the  City  of  New 
York  September  29,  1842,  and  consisted  of  si.xteen 
members.  Not  long  after  this  event,  Selick  Slaw- 
son,  a  member  of  the  Washingtonian  Societv  of 
Albany,  brought  this  new  organization  to  the  at- 
tention of  his  associates,  who  became  pleased  with 
its  methods.  A  subordinate  division  was  institu- 
ted here  March  7,  1844,  by  Grand  Deputy  John 
W,  Edmonds,  under  the  name  of  Delavan  Division. 
The  name  was  changed,  December  23,  1S44.  to 
Albany  Division,  No.  24,  Sons  of  Temperance. 

The  installation  took  place  in  the  building  then 
standing  corner  of  State  and  South  Pearl  streets, 
now  occupied  by  the  Globe  Hotel.  Its  charter 
members  were  Thomas  Mygatt,  Smith  Quacken- 
bush,  John  C.  Ward,  Selick  Slawson,  Ale.xander 
Shepherd,  Jacob  Wetzell,  Daniel  Luscom,  Joseph 
Courtright,  Allen  Adams,  and  John  W.  Dean. 
These,  with  others,  were  duly  initiated.  Its  first 
officers  were  ;  Thomas  Mygatt,  W.  P. ;  John  C. 


j  Ward,  W.  A. ;  William  C.  Schuyler,  R.  S. ;  Daniel 
Salisbury,  A.  R.  S. ;  Smith  Quackenbush,  T. :  John 
King,  Chap. :  Jacob  Wetzell,  A.  C. ;  Selick  Slawson, 
I.  S.  Most  of  the  members  had  been  members  of 
the  Washingtonian  Total  Abstinence  Society.  After 
forty-one  years  of  action  and  faithful  membership 
in  this  and  other  societies,  two  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers are  among  the  living — John  C.  Ward  and  Selick 
Slawson. 

The  present  officers  of  this  division  are  James 
Kelly,  W.  P. :  Charles  Sexton,  W.  A. :  A.  P.  Thayer, 
Chap.    The  division  meets  at  586  Broadway,  oppo 
I  site  Delavan  House. 

For  the  years  intervening  between  1865  and 
1875,  the  growth  of  this  order  in  the  county  was 
rapid.  Numerous  divisions  were  instituted  and 
the  membership  increased,  including  many  men  of 
prominence  and  influence.  In  1S65  there  was  one 
'  division;  in  1868,  nine;  and  in  1872.  twenty-four 
divisions  in  the  county. 

After  this  the  decline  svas  as  rapid.     Interest  in 
the  good  of  the  order  and  attendance  upon  its 
,  regular  services  were  neglected.    In  some  instances 
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jealousy  and  dissensions  arose,  and  the  disband- 
ment  and  surrenderor  charters  followed.  Of  the 
many  once  flourishing  divisions  in  the  county,  only 
one  now  exists.  No.  24,  of  Albany  City,  the  first  one 
instituted. 

THE  TEMPLE  OF  HONOR. 

The  first  Temple  of  Honor  was  organized  in  De- 
cember, 1845,  '^y  prominent  Sons  of  Temper- 
ance. Although  in  its  infancy  as  compared  with 
other  societies  embodying  benevolent  features,  it 
has  steadily  advanced  until  temples  have  been 
reared  in  every  State,  and  Albany  records  five 
temples  and  councils  in  working  order. 

The  Temple  of  Honor  is  a  secret  organization, 
and  has  its  signs,  grips,  and  other  tests  to  secure 
friendship  and  protection,  and  enable  brethren  to 
recognize  each  other  whenever  and  wherever  they 
chance  to  meet. 

In  the  council  department  of  the  order  are  con- 
ferred the  three  degrees  of  Love,  Purity  and  Fidel- 
ity, and  the  sublime,  solemn  and  impressive  de- 
grees of  Tried,  Approved  and  Select  Templars  are 
adorned  with  appropriate  paraphernalia. 

Every  member  of  the  order  in  good  standing 
who  can  pass  a  medical  examination,  may  become 
a  participant  in  the  endowment  fund. 

The  Junior  Templars  of  Honor  is  an  order 
where  youths  are  taught  the  principles  of  total 
abstinence  from  intoxicating  drinks,  obedience  to 
the  laws  of  God,  parents,  and  country.  No  boy 
under  twelve  is  admitted,  and  he  must  possess  a 
good  moral  character,  and  use  no  profane,  improper 
or  indecent  language.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  the  boy 
maybe  initiated  into  the  Degree  of  Honor;  and 
any  Junior  Templar  on  arriving  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  may  be  received  into  membership  in 
the  Temple  of  Honor. 

The  Social  Department  is  where  women  can 
join  hands  in  this  labor  of  love.  All  worthy  Tem- 
plars and  all  ladies  of  good  moral  character  are 
eligible  to  this  department,  to  which  are  attached 
three  degrees. 

The  following  are  the  subordinate  temples  in 
the  County  in  working  order  : 

Tivoli  Temple  of  Honor,  No.  22,  organized  at 
Albany  City,  1846  ;  meets  at  586  Broadway.  \Vm. 
H.  jMogridge,  W.  C.  T;  C.  H.  Meyer,  \V.  V. ; 
O.  C.  White,  W.  R. ;  A.  P.  Thayer,  Chaplain. 
Among  its  first  members  were  Daniel  L.  Weaver, 
David  Rose,  Selick  Slawson,  Elisha  ]\iack,  and 
John  Reid. 

E.Kcelsior,  No.  23,  Albany  City,  organized  1S66; 
meets  in  Lavantall's  Hall.    Oflkers:  J.  Edward 


Stremple,  W.  C.  T. ;  Wm.  S.  Pattison,  W.  V. ;  A. 
C.  Van  Vorst,  W.  R. 

Capitol  Council,  No.  4,  Select,  Albany,  organ- 
ized 1866.  Officers:  A.  P.  Thayer,  C.  ofC;  O. 
C.  White,  R.  ofC;  John  Reid,  Chap. 

Itruria  Council,  No.  3,  Select,  Albany,  organ- 
ized 1868;  meets  66  South  Pearl  Street.  Officers  :  J. 
Halley  Lindsay,  C.  of  C. ;  Wm.  S.  Pattison.  R.  of  C. 

D.  J.  Johnson  Temple  of  Honor,  No.  33, 
Cohoes,  organized  1873.  George  IVIathews,  W. 
C.  T.;  Archibald  McLean,  W.  V.;  David  White, 
W.  R.  In  1872,  there  were  three  temples,  three 
councils  and  two  social  temples. 

The  Grand  Temple  of  Honor  has  been  repre- 
sented in  its  sessions  by  the  following  Albany 
members  :  Elisha  Mack,  G.  W.  Vice-Templar  ;  J. 
Halley  Lindsay,  G.  W.  Usher;  A.  P.  Thayer,  G.  W. 
Chaplain. 

INDEPENDENT    ORDER    OF  GOOD 
TEMPLARS. 

In  the  year  1831,  Daniel  Cady,  of  Poughkeepsie, 
came  to  Utica  and  instituted  an  order  known  as  the 
Knights  of  Jericho.  There  were  three  lodges  of  this 
order  in  Oneida  County.  The  lodge  at  Utica  had, 
among  other  members,  L.  E.  Coon.  J.  E.  N.  Backus 
and  Thomas  L.  James,  afterward  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral. The  order  had  a  fantastic  initiatory  ceremony 
and  did  not  please  some  of  the  members.  One 
evening,  L.  E.  Coon  made  a  motion  to  change  the 
name  to  the  Good  Templars.  After  some  debate 
the  motion  was  carried,  and  in  two  weeks  eight 
lodges  were  instituted.  Thus  was  organized  in 
New  York  State  the  first  lodges  of  this  order. 

The  first  Good  Templar  paper  was  the  Crystal 
Fount,  published  at  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  by  T.  L. 
James  and  others. 

On  August  1 1,  1S52,  a  Grand  Lodge  was  formed 
at  Syracuse,  with  Nathaniel  Curtis,  G.  W.  C.  T. 

The  revised  ritual  was  written  by  Rev.  Dr.  D. 
W.  Bristol,  of  Ithaca;  accepted  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
without  alteration,  in  1S53.  Regalia  was  provided 
and  the  State  divided  into  districts.  Thus  was  the 
order  fully  established  and  prepared  for  that  won- 
derful growth  which  it  has  enjoved  for  so  many 
years.  The  degrees  were  written  by  Dr.  Bristol, 
and  this  vear,  in  December,  at  a  convention  held  in 
Pennsylvania,  a  seal  was  adopted,  with  a  device 
representing  the  three  great  principles  of  this  order: 

!  Faith,  Hope  and  Charity. 

This  order  takes  the  broadest  ground  upon  all 
questions  connected  with  the  temperance  reform. 
The  following  platform  was  adopted  at  the  annual 

'  session  in  1859: 
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1.  Total  abstinence  from  all  intoxicating  liquors 
as  a  be\  erage. 

2.  No  license,  in  any  form  or  under  any  cir- 
cumstance, for  the  sale  of  such  liquors  to  be  used 
as  a  beverage. 

3.  The  absolute  prohibition  of  the  manufacture, 
importation  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  lor 
such  purposes.  Prohibition  by  the  will  of  the 
people,  expressed  in  due  form  of  lav,  with  the 
penalties  deserved  for  a  crime  of  such  enormity. 

4.  The  creation  of  a  healthy  public  opinion 
upon  the  subject  by  the  active  dissemination  of 
truth  in  all  the  modes  known  to  an  enlightened 
philanthropy. 

5.  The  election  of  good,  honest  men  to  admin- 
ister the  laws. 

6.  Persistence  in  efforts  to  save  individuals  and 
communities  from  so  direful  a  scourge,  against  all 
forms  of  opposition  and  difficulty,  until  our  success 
is  complete  and  universal. 

Women  are  admitted  and  are  entitled  to  all  the 
honors  of  the  order.  In  the  obligation,  initiation 
and  solemn  ceremonies  of  this  organization,  signs, 
grips,  pass-words  and  signal  raps  are  used,  with 
pledges  of  secrecy. 

In  May,  1867,  a  resolution  in  favor  of  juvenile 
societies  was  adopted,  and  in  1870,  the  Cold  Water 
Temple  was  adopted. 

The  order  in  the  county  was  tardy.  Not  until 
1867  was  a  lodge  instituted,  and  that  owed  its  ex- 
istence and  much  of  its  prosperity  to  Andrew  S. 
Draper,  a  representative  of  Albany,  who  stands  as 
high  as  any  living  Good  Templar  in  the  regard  of 
the  order. 

Hon.  A.  S.  Draper  was  initiated  into  the  order 
December,  1866,  at  West  ford,  Otsego  County,  and 
in  July,  1867,  he  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
first  Good  Templar  Lodge  in  Albany  County,  named 
Harrison  Lodge,  and  became  its  first  W.  C.  T. 


At  the  Rochester  session,  in  1869,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  first  Board  of  Managers.  In  1S73 
he  was  elected  G.  W.  Counselor,  and  in  1S74 
and  1875,  G.  W.  Treasurer.  In  1876,  at  the  Sar- 
atoga session,  he  was  honored  with  the  highest 
office  in  the  gift  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  At  the  thir- 
teenth annual  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
York,  held  at  Elmira,  August,  1S77,  he  presided 
as  G.  C.  T.  At  the  Cooperstown  session  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  he  was,  for  the  fifth  time,  elected 
G.  W.  C.  T.  In  1879,  at  the  R.  W.  G.  L.,  held 
at  Detroit,  he  was  elected  R.  W.  G.  Counselor. 
He  resigned  the  office  of  G.  W.  C.  T. ,  January  i, 
1 88 1,  having  been  elected  a  ^Member  of  Assembly, 
but  in  August,  1SS2,  attended  the  Grand  Lodge 
session  at  Ithaca  as  P.  G.  W.  C.  T.  He  has  many 
times  been  a  representative  in  the  R.  W.  G.  L. 

About  thirty  lodges  have  been  instituted  m  the 
County,  some  of  which  have  ceased  to  exist. 

Albany  County  Lodge  was  instituted  1869. 
Holds  meetings  quarterly  and  annual  meetings  in 
September.  The  present  officers  are:  C.  C.  T. , 
John  B.  Hilton;  C.  S.,  Fred.  F.  Wheeler;  C.  D., 
Richard  Kennedy;  G.  D.  D.,  Rev.  C.  I.  Wilcox. 
At  the  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York, 
held  at  Elmira,  August,  Albany  County  re- 

ported nine  subordinate  lodges,  and  the  county 
was  represented  by  Andrew  S.  Draper  as  G.  W. 
C.  T. ;  Alden  Clie.-ter  and  George  H.  Niver,  Repre- 
sentatives. At  the  annual  session  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  held  at  Ithaca,  August,  1882,  Albany 
County  reported  twenty-one  subordinate  lodges. 
At  this  session  ?ylrs.  George  H.  Niver  was  elected 
General  Superintendent  of  Juvenile  Temples,  and, 
with  A.  S.  Draper,  P.  G.  W.  C.  T. ,  were  officers 
of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  county  was  represented 
by  Alden  Chester. 

Mrs.  George  H.  Niver,  C.  S. ,  Albany,  reports  for 
the  year  1882,  nine  juvenile  temples  in  the  county. 


THE  OLD  STADT  HUVS. 


TPIIS  venerable  building  has  been  used  as  a  Citv 
Hall,  a  County  Court  Building  and  Prison,  and 
as  a  State  House.  It  was  also  the  place  where  con- 
ventions, councils,  and  other  gatherings  of  a  pub- 
lic nature  were  held  in  the  elder  days.  From  its 
uses  it  may  properly  be  counted  among  the  county 
institutions.  It  stood  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
what  is  now  Broadway  and  Hudson  avenue,  just 
inside  the  stockades.  It  is  uncertain  at  what  ex- 
act period  it  was  erected;  but,  as  near  as  the  time 
can  be  ascertained,  it  was  about  1635,  while  the 
Colony  of  New  York  was  under  the  control  of  the 


Dutch.  We  are  led  to  the  belief  that  this  was  the 
time  of  its  erection  from  some  minutes  in  the 
journals  of  Wouter  Van  Twiller,  the  sixth  Dutch 
Governor  of  the  province.  It  is  certain  that  some 
punitory  building  was  erected  on  that  spot  under 
the  direction  of  \'an  Twiller  that  year.  As  Albany 
was  then  a  frontier  trading  town,  a  substantial 
building  for  Courts  of  Justice,  in  which  should  be 
a  proper  prison  for  the  confinement  of  criminals 
and  desperadoes,  was  necessary.  According  to  an 
account  given  of  it  in  1646,  it  was  a  substantial, 
and,  for  that  time,  large,  solid,  three  story  building, 
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the  lower  story  being  of  stone,  which  was  used  as  a 
jail.  The  building  was  surmounted  by  a  cupola 
or  belfry,  from  which  rose  a  vane  ornamented  with 
a  gilt  ball.     In  the  belfry  was  a  bell  brought  from 


THE  OLD  STADT  HUYS  OR  CITY  HALL. 


Holland,  and  placed  there  soon  after  the  completion  ! 
of  the  building.  For  nearly  one  hundred  and  sixtv  ! 
years  it  was  rung  on  all  public  occasions  to  sum- 


mon legislators,  lawyers,  judges,  and  municipal 
officers  to  their  duties  in  the  rooms  below. 

After  the  building  was  demolished,  the  bell  was 
placed  in  the  cupola  of  the  new  capitol,  where  it 
hung  for  many  years,  discharging  the  same  duties 
it  had  done  in  the  tower  of  the  old  Stadt  Huys.  At 
last  it  was  taken  down.  What  became  of  it  is 
somewhat  uncertain;  it  is  believed  that  it  now 
hangs  in  one  of  the  churches  at  B.illston,  N.  Y. 

In  this  building  was  held  the  provincial  courts 
under  the  Dutch  and  English  laws.  Here  the 
Common  Council  held  its  first  meetings  after  its 
organization  under  the  Dongan  Charter,  in  July, 
1686. 

In  front  of  this  building,  in  Juiy,  1776,  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  was  read  for  the  first 
time  in  Albany,  to  an  immense  crowd  of  people. 

This  building  was,  for  a  time,  the  Capitol  of  the 
State,  in  which  the  Legislature  under  the  first  con- 
stitution held  several  sessions. 

A  few  )ears  ago  a  memorial  slab  was  placed  in 
the  front  walls  of  the  commercial  building  on 
Broadway,  standing  on  the  spot  where  this  old 
structure  stood,  with  appropriate  addresses  and 
other  ceremonies. 


ALBANY  COUNTY  JAILS. 


THE  lower  story,  or  basement,  of  the  old  Stadt 
Huys  in  Albany  was  used  as  the  jail  of  the 
county  for  many  years.  It  was  made  of  stone,  and  di- 
vided into  cells  of  sufficient  strength  and  size  for 
the  confinement  of  prisoners  from  the  large  territory 
which,  for  many  years,  was  embraced  in  the  County 
of  Albany.  Heavy  iron  bars  or  grates  protected 
the  windows.  The  massive  doors  were  made 
double,  of  heavy  three-inch  oak  plank,  fastened 
with  strong  iron  bolts.  A  diamond-shape  opening, 
a  foot  in  size,  near  the  top,  let  in  light  and  air. 
These  doors  were  secured  by  ponderous  locks,  to 
turn  whose  keys  required  the  whole  strength  of  a 
man. 

Chains,  with  rings  and  clasps  attached,  for  the 
more  secure  confinement  of  desperate  characters, 
were  fastened  in  the  solid  stone  wall.  On  the 
whole,  it  was  a  grim,  but  secure  place  of  confine- 
ment. It  might  have  more  properly  been  called  a 
dungeon.  Alter  the  lapse  of  years,  although  some 
repairs  had  been  made,  the  building  began  to 
assume  a  dilapidated  condition,  and  that  part  used 
as  a  jail  became  so  insecure  that  the  escape  of  pris- 
oners from  it  was  a  matter  of  such  frequent  occur- 
rence, that  the  High  SherilT,  Samuel  Babbington, 
appeared  at  the  Bar  at  the  Court  of  Sessions,  in  Oc- 
tober, 1718,  and  formally  protested  against  the  jail 
as  follows  : 


I  "I  urge  upon  your  Worships  that  care  maybe 
taken  to  have  y'  same  Jail  sufiiciently  repaired  to 
keep  such  bad  prisoners  as  I  may  take  for  debt,  etc., 

I  safely  from  escaping,  as  is  now  often  y"  case.'' 

j  After  hearing  the  Sheriffs  complaint,  the  Court 
j  made  the  following  order: 

I       "  It  is  resolved  by  this  Court,  in  consideration  of 
[  y°  insufficiency  of  y"  said  Jail,  that  a  letter  be  forih- 
'  wiih  writ  to  y"  representative  of  y'  General  Assem- 
j  biy  of  y"  Province,  to  desire  leave  of  that  honor- 
able body  now  sitting,  that  they  may  bring  in  a 
bill  to  raise  y'  same,  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
;  and  fort)  pounds  for  repairing  y°  Jail,  and  that  y" 
;  repairs  be  directed  to  y'  management  of  y"  Jus- 
tices of  y'  Peace  of  y"  City  and  County  of  Albany, 
I  or  the  major  part  of  them." 

There  had  been  several  attempts  to  erect  a  jail 
or  prison  apart  from  the  City  Hall.  An  applica- 
tion of  this  kind  was  made  to  the  Common  Council 
in  August,  1700.  On  the  14th  of  October  follow- 
ing, an  application  having  been  made  to  the  Super- 
I  visors  for  a  new  and  common  jail,  the  matter  came 
up  in  February,  1701,  and  was  disposed  of  as  fol- 
lows ; 

"  Rclateing  y*"  Prepareing  of  y'  Court-house  and 
Common  Goall.  which  y'  Justices  of  y'  Citty  and 
County  on  y'  26th  of  Feb'y  instant  Recommended 
to  be  laid  before  y"  Supervisors,  is  referred  to  their 
I  Consideration,  who  of  the  County  Positively  Re- 
!  fused  to  Contribute  anything  unto  y'same,  alleadg- 
I  ing  that  it  must  be  Repaired  out  of  y'  2  per  cent. 
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to  Defray  y  necessary  charges  of  y"  Citly  and 
County." 

Accordingly,  the  General  Assembly  passed  a  gen- 
eral bill  for  the  making  or  repairing  of  the  jails  in 
the  Province  of  New  York. 

At  a  Court  of  Sessions,  held  in  the  City  Hall 
October  7,  17 19,  the  following  order  concerning 
the  jail  of  the  County  of  Albany  was  made  and 
entered  in  the  records  of  the  Court. 

"  Pursuant  to  aii  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Colony  of  New  York,  entitled  an  Act  to  Author- 
ize y'  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  Build  and  Rejair 
Jails  and  Court-houses  in  the  Several  Counties  of  the 
Province,  whereby  y'  Justices  in  each  County  are 
Impowered  (upon  their  own  view)  on  any  Insuffi- 
ciency or  Inconveniency  of  their  County  jail  or 
Prison,  or  y"  Inconveniency  of  their  Court  House, 
to  Conclude  and  agree  upon  such  sum  or  sums  of 
money,  as,  upon  examination  of  sutTicient  and  able 
workmen,  shall  be  thought  necessary  for  building, 
Finishing  and  Repairing  a  Public  Jail,  etc. 

"  It  is  therefore  Resolved,  that  any  five  or  more 
of  His  Majesties  Justices  shall  make  a  computa- 
tion with  sufficient  and  able  workmen,  what  a  suffi- 
cient Jail,  etc.,  for  y"  Citty  and  County  of  Albany 
may  cost,  and  bring  a  report  thereof  at  the  next 
meeting  of  this  Court  and  the  Justices  thereof" 

This  order  caused  much  discussion  in  the  county, 
a  portion  of  the  people  desiring  to  erect  a  new 
court-house  and  jail,  while  others  were  equally  de- 
sirous that  the  city  hall,  and  the  jail  in  the  base- 
ment thereof,  should  be  thoroughly  repaired.  At 
length,  at  the  Court  of  Sessions  held  in  the  City 
Hall,  it  was  decided  to  repair  the  State  House  and 
Jail,  according  to  the  following  resolution: 

"It  is  Resolved  that  the  City  Plall  shall  be  repaired 
and  an  addition  be  made  of  fifteen  foot  in  length  to 
the  south'd,  and  in  breadth  to  the  Court  Hall, 
and  joyned  in  the  roof  of  the  same,  made  up  with 
boards  without  as  die  present  old  house,  with  a 
sufficient- stone  seller  under  y'  same,  the  north  end 
thereof  partitioned  off  with  oak  boards.  To  have 
one  window  with  cross-iron  bars  therein,  one  cross 
window  to  the  southard,  one  to  the  eastward  and 
one  to  the  westward  in  the  first  room." 

The  resolution  continues: 

"The  door  which  stands  to  the  South  in  the 
Court  Hall,  to  be  removed  in  the  fore  room,  and 
in  the  room  above  to  the  southard.  The  gable 
ervd  of  the  house  to  the  westward  be  repaired;  the 
room  above  the  new  floor  on  the  top  of  the  old 
floor  with  one  and  one-half  inch  boards.  The 
windows  are  to  have  strong  cross  iron  bars,  and  the 
glass  windows  and  wall  repaired,  all  good  and 
sufficient  work.  Also  a  convenient  place  for  the 
Jury  to  sit  in,  and  the  bench  fi^r  the  Justices'  seals 
made  larger  and  more  convenient. 

"The  Justices  have  agreed  with  John  Wernp  to 
make  and  repair  the  said  building  according  tu  the 
above  dimensions,  all  well  finished,  for  the  sum  of 


;^I40,  which  he  promises  shall  all  be  done  by  or 
before  the  first  of  January  next. " 

These  repairs  were  made;  but  those  of  the  jail 
were  so  negligently  done  that  the  escape  of  prison- 
ers from  it  was  still  of  common  occurrence.  Henry 
Holland,  Esq.,  then  High  Sheriff  of  the  City  and 
County,  appeared  at  the  Court  of  Sessions,  October 
4,  1 72 1,  and  represented  the  insecure  condition  of 
the  jail.  Whereupon  the  following  order  was 
made: 

"Henry  Holland,  Esq.,  High  SherifT  of  the 
City  and  County  of  Albany,  informs  this  Cuurt  that 
though  the  City  and  County  of  Albany  Jail  has  been 
lately  repaired,  it  is  still  very  insufficient,  and  he 
desires  it  may  be  made  sufficient.  As  it  is,  it  can- 
not secure  any  prisoner,  as  several  have  gained 
their  liberty  by  breaking  Jail.  It  is  therefore  or- 
dered that  meet  and  proper  repairs  at  said  jail  be 
at  once  made  under  the  direction  of  the  said 
Sheriff"." 

Substantial  repairs  soon  followed.  With  occa- 
sional and  slight  repairs,  the  city  hall  and  jail  con- 
tinued as  described  until  the  building  was  demol- 
ished somewhere  about  the  year  1S03. 

That  the  lower  story  of  the  city  hall  was  occu- 
pied for  a  jail,  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  there  is 
an  account  of  "  the  prisoners  in  the  old  city  hall, 
which  was  the  jail,"  celebrating  the  fifihofjulv, 
1790 — the  fourth  being  on  Sunday.  The  fifth 
toast  drank  on  the  occasion  was  :  "  May  the  time 
soon  come  when  no  honest  man  shall  be  confined 
for  debt." 

In  1 791,  the  Legislature  passed  a  law  authorizing 
the  city  authorities  to  raise /"2, 000  towards  the  com- 
pletion of  the  court-house  and  jail. 

It  was  some  time  before  this  appropriation  was 
agreed  to  by  the  city  and  county  authorities;  and 
it  was  not  until  1S03  or  1804,  perhaps  as  late  as 
1809,  that  the  new  jail  was  completed.  The  prem- 
ises on  which  this  jail  stood  occupied  about  80 
feet  on  State  street  ;  84  on  Maiden  lane  ;  and 
116  on  Eagle  street.  It  was  sold  at  auction  on 
August  II,  1S32,  in  behalf  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Albany  Academy. 

On  November  i,  1831,  the  grand  jurors  visited 
the  jail,  and  found  it  so  much  out  of  repair  that 
they  recommended  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  the 
building  of  a  new  jail  without  the  compact  part  of 
the  city,  "  inasmuch  as  this  building,  \\hicliliad 
stood  twenty-two  years  was  fast  decaying,  \crv  illv 
constructed,  and  too  small  in  order  to  health,  com- 
fort and  convenience,  and  situated  in  too  thicklv 
settled  a  locality."  There  were,  at  that  time,  fifty-six 
persons  in  confinement.  If  the  jail,  according  to 
the  above  statement,  had  stood  twenty-two  years. 


•Kil  -Jill 
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then,  of  course,  it  must  have  been  built  in  1809.  | 
We  are  inclined  to  the  belief  that  there  was  some  | 
mistake  about  its  having  "  stood  twenty-two  years," 
but  that  it  was  built  somewhere  near  1804,  and 
succeeded  the  old  jail  in  the  Stadt  Huys,  on  the 
corner  of  Broadway  and  Hudson  avenue.  It  was 
sold  at  auction,  August  11,  1882. 

The  next  jail  built,  stood  on  the  ground  at  the 
corner  of  Eagle  and  Howard  streets,  and  was  com- 
pleted in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1834. 


Early  in  April,  1834,  the  masons  at  work  upon 
it  struck,  but  the  difficulty  was  adjusted. 

This  building  was  occupied  as  the  county  jail 
until  the  spring  of  1854,  when  the  jail  on  Maiden 
lane  was  erected,  and  the  old  jail  fitted  up  with 
great  taste  and  convenience  for  a  hospital,  and 
opened  for  that  purpose  August  8,  1854. 

In  IMay,  1854,  John  Hendrickson  was  executed 
in  the  jail  on  Maiden  lane,  for  the  murder  of  his 
wife. 


ALBANY  COUNTY  ALMS-HOUSE. 


THE  County  of  Albany,  unlike  most  other  coun- 
ties in  the  State,  has  not  made  any  material 
distinction  between  the  poor  of  the  towns  and  the  1 
poor  of  the  county.     It  has  no  Board  of  Superin-  ; 
tendents  of  the  Poor. 

The  poor  laws  are  executed  by  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Alms-house,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and 
other  charitable  institutions. 

The  ofiice  of  Overseer  of  the  Poor  is  one  of  the 
most  ancient  in  the  State.    It  existed  long  before  1 
1703,  and  has  always  been  very  important  in  the 
City  and  County  of  Albany.    The  powers  of  the  i 
office  were  considerably  increased  by  the  act  of  | 
1703,  which  continued  through  the  colonial  pe- 
riod, and  was  retained  almost  intact  by  the  Legis- 
lative Act  of  March  7,  1788.    This  act  makes  } 
provision  for  establishing  an  Alms-house  in  Albanv. 
This  was  the  first  of  the  kind  known  m  the  State 
under  the  laws  of  the  State.    The  churches  had 
what  were  known  as  church  or  parish  alms-houses. 
Thus,  in  the  act  incorporating  the  Reformed  Prot-  i 
estant  Dutch  Church  in  the  City  of  Albany,  passed  | 
August  10,  1720,  we  find  that  a  certain  tenement  ' 
and  lot  of  ground,  commonly  called  poor-house  or 
alms  house,  situated  in  the  First  Ward  of  the  City, 
is  described  as  follows:  "  Bounded  on  the  south  by 
the  High  street  that  leads  to  the  bur}  ing-place.  to 
the  north  of  the  Rutten  Kill,  and  to  the  east  of  : 
Harmon  Rutgers',  and  to  the  west  by  the  lot  of  ; 
Garrit  Bancker,  containing  in  brcndth  towards  the 
street  that  leads  to  the  Lutheran  Church  hv  the 
said  Rutten  Kill,  six  rods  one  foot;  antl  the  like  ! 
breadth  in  the  rear;  and  in  length  on  the  east  side  ! 
eight  rods  and  two  inches,  all  Rhineland  measure.  " 

The  act  of  1788  gave  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
with  the  consent  of  the  towns,  power  to  build,  pur- 
chase or  hire  houses  for  the  accommotlation  of  the 


poor.  It  also  gave  the  Overseers  power  to  purchase 
materials  for  setting  the  poor  at  work,  and  to  ap- 
point proper  persons  for  keepers.  It  provided  that 
if  any  poor  person  refused  to  be  kept  in  such 
houses,  he  or  she  was  denied  relief  from  the  town 
or  county.  This  act  was  made  more  favorable  to 
Albany  than  to  other  towns. 

By  an  act  passed  April  2,  1819,  the  act  of  17S8 
was  amended.  The  powers  and  duties  of  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  were  extended  to  lunatics,  habitual 
drunkards  and  poor  children.  It  gave  Overseers 
the  right  to  bind  out  poor  children;  power  over 
illegitimate  children  chargeable  to  the  public;  to 
sue  for  penalties  incurred  by  bets  or  wagers,  and 
for  penalties  under  the  excise  laws. 

The  Super\isors  have  the  power,  under  certain 
restrictions,  to  abolish  the  distinction  between  town 
and  county  poor,  making  them  all  chargeable  to 
the  county. 

This  law  provides  that,  in  those  counties  where 
the  poor  are  made  a  charge  upon  the  counties, 
there  shall  be  a  Superintendent  of  the  Poor,  with 
the  same  powers  and  rights  as  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  in  respect  to  compelling  relatives  to  maintain 
their  paupers,  and  in  respect  to  the  seizure  of  prop- 
erty. But  there  are  no  Superintendents  of  the 
Poor  in  Albany. 

The  charter  of  April  23,  1S83,  and  the  city  or- 
dinances under  it,  passed  May  5,  18S4,  provide 
that  the  Overseer  of  the  Pijor  of  the  City  of  Albany 
shall  have  the  charge  of  and  shall  apply  and  dis- 
tribute the  funds  for  the  temporary  relief  and  sup- 
port of  the  poor  of  the  city.  It  also  provitles  that 
the  father,  mother  or  children,  when  of  sutTicient 
ability,  of  a  poor  person  of  the  City  of  Albany  un- 
able to  work  by  disease  or  decrepitude,  are  com- 
pelled to  maintain  or  relieve  such  poor  person.  The 
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Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  Albany  shall  exercise  and 
perform  the  same  powers  and  duties,  relative  to 
compelling  such  relatives  to  afford  such  relief,  as 
are  in  like  cases  vested  in  and  exercised  by  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  of  the  respective  towns  of  the 
County  of  Albany. 

By  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  passed  May  24, 
1884,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  of  the  several  towns  of  the  County  of  Albany; 
of  the  Village  of  West  Troy;  of  the  City  of  Cohoes; 
and  of  the  City  of  Albany,  whenever  any  idiot, 
lunatic  person  of  unsound  mind,  deaf  mute  or 
pauper  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  of- 
ficers respectively,  whenever  any  such  person 
shall  become  chargeable  tq  the  county,  and  shall 
be  lawfully  liable  to  be  committed  to  the  alms- 
house or  asylum,  or  other  place  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  such  person  or  persons,  to  take  and  deliver 
him  or  her  to  the  alms-house  in  said  city,  under 
certain  conditions  and  restrictions  provided  by 
statute.  Superintendents  to  make  quarterly  re- 
ports to  County  Treasurer,  giving  full  details  of  all 
circumstances  and  expenses  of  the  asylum.  When- 
ever any  child  shall  be  in  danger  of  becoming  a 
charge  upon  the  County  of  Albany,  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  having  jurisdiction  of  the  place  of  resi- 
dence to  take  the  child  before  some  magistrate, 
who  shall  examine  such  child  and  its  parents  and 
other  persons,  touching  its  age,  condition,  and  the 
condition  of  the  poor  parents,  and  all  other  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  the  child;  and  if  the 
circumstances  warrant  it,  may  be  placed  in  the 
alms-house  under  the  restriction  of  the  act. 

The  present  Alms-house  is  situated  on  the  road 
south  of  Washington  Park,  and  west  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary. There  is  a  very  finely  cultivated  and  pro- 
ductive farm  of  116  acres  belonging  to  this  institu- 
tion, known  as  the  Alms-house  Farm.  The 
productions  of  this  farm,  besides  furnishing  fine 
vegetables  and  some  fruit  for  the  poor  establish- 
ment, are  a  source  of  some  income. 

Connected  with  the  Alms-house  are  the  poor- 
house,  lunatic  asylum,  hospital,  pest-house,  etc. 
This  is  the  poor  establishment  of  the  city  and 
county,  the  former  paying  sixty  and  the  latter  forty 
per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  maintenance.  Under  the 
Stale  charitable  laws,  paupers  who  have  not  been 
residents  of  any  county  for  sixty  days  are  called 
State  paupers,  and  are  received  here  and  boarded 
at  the  rate  of  $2.50  per  week,  chargeable  to  the 
State. 

By  the  statutes,  the  Superintendents  of  the  Alms- 
house are  required  to  make  annual  reports  to  the 


Secretary  of  State  on  or  before  the  loth  day  of 
January  of  each  year,  covering  the  year  ending 
November  30th. 

The  lands  granted  the  city  under  the  Dongan 
charter  of  1686  have  all  been  alienated  by  the  city, 
excepting  the  116  acres  known  as  the  Alms-house 
Farm,  anil  what  was  known  as  the  Washington 
Parade  Ground  on  Willett  street,  and  the  old  bury- 
ing-ground  on  State  street,  both  included  in  Wash- 
ington Park. 

The  Alms-house  is  under  the  management  of  an 
officer  called  the  Superintendent  of  the  Alms-house. 

The  City  Physician  has  the  right  to  purchase  any 
stores,  drugs,  medicines,  or  articles  required  by  the 
institution,  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Alms-house. 

The  general  regulations  of  this  poor  establish- 
ment are  admirable.  Perfect  care  and  scrutiny  is 
directed  to  the  health,  cleanliness,  and  comfort  of 
the  paupers,  who  are  carefully  distributed  in  dif- 
ferent rooms — persons  of  different  sex  in  different 
rooms. 

When  a  child  attains  the  age  of  two  years,  it  is 
placed  in  the  children's  department. 

Profane  or  indecent  conversation,  quarreling, 
drunkenness,  disorderly  conduct  at  meals,  and 
criminal  or  immoral  conduct  of  any  kind  are  strictly 
forbidden  in  or  about  the  Alms-house.  Suitable 
and  wholesome  punishment  for  the  above  offenses 
is  provided. 

All  paupers  who  are  able  are  kept  employed 
without  compensation. 

Careful  medical  attendance  and  nurses  are  pro- 
vided for  the  sick,  both  adults  and  children. 

Children  belonging  to  the  Alms-house  of  suitable 
age,  attend  the  school  established  for  their  instruc- 
tion, and  are  instructed  in  readmg,  writing,  and 
arithmetic.  The  girls  are  taught  plain  needle-work 
and  knitting,  and  when  they  arrive  at  the  proper  age 
are  bound  out  to  suitable  trades  or  occupations. 

The  paupers  are  suitably  clothed  and  have  a 
change  of  linen  at  least  twice  every  week  during 
the  year.  The  linen  of  the  paupers  is  numbered 
and  is  distributed  among  them. 

Careful  attention  is  paid  to  cleanliness,  to  ven- 
tilation and  airing  of  the  rooms,  clothes,  beds,  etc. 
All  the  fuel  required  is  distributed  throughout  the 
Alms-house.  The  meals  are  served  at  stated  hours 
in  a  clean  and  decent  manner. 

Spirituous  liquors  are  not  allowed  in  the  Alms- 
hou.se  except  by  order  of  the  attending  physician. 

At  nine  in  the  evening  the  fires  and  lights 
throughout  the  Alms-house  are  extinguished,  e\- 
!  cept  in  the  hospital  and  asylum. 
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The  inmates  of  the  Alms-house  assemble  for 
religious  worship  in  the  chapel  every  Sabbath  at 
the  hours  of  ten  a.m.  and  two  p.m.  Some  person 
or  persons  appointed  by  the  Superintendent  reads 
suitable  forms  of  prayer,  approved  sermons,  and 
portions  of  scripture  at  such  meetings. 

In  the  morning  some  clergyman  of  the  city,  of  the 
.Protestant  faith,  and  in  the  afternoon  a  clergyman 
of  the  Catholic  faith,  conducts  religious  services  in 
the  chapel  each  Sunday. 

Some  of  the  buildings  are  old  and  time-worn, 
but  are  kept  in  as  comfortable  condition  as  the  cir- 
cumstances will  admit.  They  were  first  erected  in 
1826,  at  a  cost  of  $14,000.  The  number  of  per- 
sons occupying  it  that  year  were  as  follows: 

White  females  between  the  ages  of  19  and  80, 
44;  of  these  13  were  sick  and  lame  and  3  insane. 

Thirty-eight  children  between  four  months  and 
eight  years  of  age. 

Three  black  males  between  the  age  of  45  and 
80;  8  black  females  between  the  age  of  35,  and  80; 
and  30  white  males;  in  all,  123. 

The  architect  of  the  Alms-house  was  Henry  VV. 
Snyder. 

In  the  Report  of  1857,  the  Alms  house,  or  Poor 
Establishment,  is  described  as  follows:  "It  em- 
braces four  buildings  constructed  of  brick,  two 
stories  in  height  above  the  basement;  one  in  size, 
40  X  70  feet;  and  two  others,  32  x  90  feet;  con- 
nected with  a  farm  of  216  acres,  yielding  an  annual 
revenue  estimated  at  $6,000.  The  basements  of 
one  building  are  used  for  domestic  purposes;  the 
others  are  unoccupied. 

"  In  the  Poor-house  proper  are  ten  rooms, 
warmed  by  furnaces  and  stoves,  but  with  but  little 
ventilation. 

"  This  building  was  erected  thirty-four  years  ago. 
From  6  to  40  paupers  were  placed  in  a  single 
room.  The  whole  number  of  inmates  was  319: 
120  males,  299  females.  Of  these  three-fourths 
were  foreign  born." 

In  the  asylum  are  fifty  insane  paupers.  All  in- 
curables are  sent  to  the  asylum  at  Ovid.  A  pest- 
house  has  been  erected  on  the  outer  limits  of  the 
farm,  which  will  accommodate  about  fifty  persons. 

'The  unclaimed  dead  of  the  street-;,  the  river,  and 
penitentiary  arc  buried  in  these  grounds,  and  the 
cattle  and  geese  are  here  impounded. 

Visitors  are  admitted  every  day  except  Sundav. 

Albany  has  been  for  some  time  burdened  with 
paupers  who  are  not  properly  charges  for  the  countv. 
The  West  Shore  Railroad,  when  ncaring  the  com- 
pletion of  its  road,  discharged  a  number  of  its  labor- 
ers near  the  city,  most  of  whom  were  sutfering  from 


malaria  or  similar  disease.  The  city  being  the  ter- 
minus of  the  canal,  draws  many  known  as  alien 
paupers  to  Albany,  where  they  apply  for  aid.  If 
sent  for  any  reason  to  the  Penitentiary,  after  serving 
for  sixty  days,  they  remain  in  Albany  and  apply  to 
the  Overseer  of  the  Poor  for  aid.  If  by  physical 
or  mental  defect  they  need  care,  Albany  County 
cares  for  them.  In  tracing  their  records,  some  are 
found  to  have  been  paupers  in  other  cities  and  in 
other  States. 

The  number  of  inmates  in  the  Alms-house  Depart- 


ment April  30,  1884: 

Remaining  at  the  last  report   254 

Admitted  during  the  quarter   no 


364 

Discharged  during  quarter   103 

Absconded   19 

Died   9 

Insane  transferred  to  State  Asylum   2 

Sick  transferred  to  City  Hospital   i 

Sick  transferred  to  St.  Peter's  Hospital.  . .  i 

Alien  transferred  to  Italian  Consul   i 

Alien  transferred  to  Commissioners  of 

Emigration   i 

Children  adopted   i 

 _i38 

Inmates  April  30,  1S84   226 


Of  those  admitted  during  the  quarter  there  w  ere 
males,  72;  females,  38. 

Total  number  of  weeks'  board  furnished  duiing 
the  quarter,  3,274;  increase  over  last  quarter,  254. 

The  cash  receipts  for  the  quarter,  $165.39; 
penditures  for  the  quarter,  $5,381.71;  average  cost 
per  day  for  each  pauper  was  twenty-nine  cents. 

The  employees  of  the  Alms-house  are:  Overseer, 
monthly  salary,  $50;  baker,  monthly  salary,  §25; 
teamster,  monthly  salary,  $30;  night  watchman, 
monthly  salary,  $60;  hostler,  monthly  salary,  Si  5; 
cook,  monthly  salary,  $16;  hospital  cook,  monthly 
salary,  $5;  hospital  nurse,  monthly  salary,  $2c; 
hospital  nurse,  monthly  salary,  $5;  two  hospital 
nurses,  each,  monthly  salary,  $3;  keeper  of  asy- 
lum, monthly  salary,  $50;  matron,  monthly  salary, 
$20;  cook,  monthly  salary,  $5;  carpenter,  monthly 
salary,  $50;  farmer,  monthly  salary,  S30;  matron, 
monthly  salary,  $20;  children's  nurse,  monthly 
salary,  $5. 

The  report  claims  that  the  amount  expended  for 
the  support  of  alien  paupers  for  the  last  twelve 
months  would  have  kept  the  institution  in  hospital 
supplies  for  a  year. 

Superintendent,  John  McKenna. 
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Inmates  July  31,  1884,  1S4;  inmates  October 
31,  1884,  198.  Of  those  admitted  9?  were  males; 
52  females.  Average  cost  of  maintenance  per 
day,  each,  thirty  cents. 

Cash  receipts  for  the  quarter,  $183.30. 

The  amount  paid  into  the  city  treasury  by  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Alms-house,  for  the  year 
ending  October  i,  18S4,  was  $19,649,81. 


The  amount  paid  towards  the  maintenance  of 
Alms-house  from  the  treasury,  $30,104.49. 

On  December  5,  18S4,  a  resolution  was  parsed 
by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  levy  a  tax,  to  be  ap- 
plied in  several  ways,  among  which  was  an  appro- 
priation of  the  sum  of  $26,000  for  the  Alms-house 
for  the  ensuing  year,  and  also  S2,ooo  to  meet  the 
deficiency  of  the  past  year. 


ALBANY  PENITENTIARY. 


A BILL  passed  the  Legislature  incorporating 
the  Albany  Penitentiary  about  April  9,  1844, 
and  on  December  19th  of  that  year  the  Supervisors 
directed  a  proper  site  to  be  purchased  for  the  erec- 
tion of  the  buildings.  In  1846,  it  was  first  opened, 
the  work  on  the  building  having  been  done  princi- 
pally by  prisoners,  who  were  taken  to  and  from  the 
jail  each  day.  It  is  situated  in  a  park  of  about  fif- 
teen acres,  located  south  of  Washington  Park. 

Amos  Pilsbury,  of  Connecticut,  was  appointed 
Superintendent  in  1844,  and  continued  in  office 
until  his  death,  in  1S72.  No  essential  change  has 
been  made  in  the  working  plans  of  the  institution, 
as  put  into  practice  by  him  with  such  wonderful 
success  as  to  gain  a  world-wide  admiration.  It 
cannot  be  detailed  in  our  space.  The  silent  or 
Auburn  system  was  adopted  at  the  beginning. 
The  prisoners  are  marched  in  lock-step  to  and  from 
their  work,  and  are  not  permitted  to  converse  with 
each  other.  They  are  kept  at  work.  Some  are 
employed  in  the  manufacture  of  brushes  and  chairs, 
but  the  chief  employment  is  in  the  shoe  shops. 

A  great  source  of  financial  success  in  this  institu- 
tion comes  of  receiving  prisoners  from  other  coun- 
ties. Contracts  aie  made  with  the  Supervisors  of 
other  counties  for  the  board  and  care  of  their  crim- 
inals. Many  have  also  been  received  from  the 
United  States  Courts.  For  these  board  has  been 
paid  to  this  Penitentiary.  These  prisoners  have 
been  put  at  work,  and  their  labor  is  let  to  con- 
tractors at  remunerative  wages. 
.  Originally  the  prison  had  but  90  cells;  now  it  has 
625.  The  building  has  been  enlarged  to  nearly 
six  times  its  original  dimensions.  New  work-shops 
have  been  erected,  and  the  whole  yard  has  been 
inclosed  by  a  high  wall. 

The  greatest  number  of  commitments  is  caused 
by  intemperance.  In  1855,  there  were  801  com- 
mitments. Of  these  771  admitted  themselves  to  be 
intemperate. 


The  prisoners  are  confined  in  separate  cells  at 
night,  but  work  in  the  shops  during  the  day.  The 
discipline  seems  almost  perfect. 

In  1872,  General  Pilsbury  died,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son,  Louis  D.  Pilsbury,  who,  by  con- 
tinuing to  improve  in  conducting  the  system  begun 
by  his  father,  brought  the  institution  to  its  present 
prosperous  condition.  He  has,  since  leaving  this 
Penitentiary,  been  in  charge  of  the  institution  on 
-Ward's  Island,  and  been  Superintendent  of  all  the 
New  York  State  Prisons.  ]Mr.  John  McEwen,  since 
1879,  has  held  the  position  of  Superintendent. 

Each  year  the  Penitentiary  pays  into  the  treasury 
a  handsome  surplus  from  the  earnings  of  the  insti- 
tution, and  thereby  lessens  taxation  throughout  the 
county.  Under  the  present  Superintendent  the 
amount  paid  to  the  credit  of  the  county  in  actual 
money  is  about  $75,000. 

All  short-term  prisoners  are  cared  for  without 
expense  to  the  county.  Without  the  Penitentiary, 
it  is  estimated  that  the  expense  to  the  county  would 
be  at  least  $50,000  per  annum. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  statistics  fiom  the 
Report  of  the  Superintendent,  filed  with  the  Clerk 
of  the  Board,  February  3,  18S5: 

The-  number  of  prisoners  received  during  the 
year  has  been  2,270;  added  to  those  in  confine- 
ment October  31,  1883,  837;  making  a  total  of 
3,107.  Discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence, 
2,012;  pardoned  by  President,  4;  discharged  by 
order  of  Secretary  of  War,  2 :  pardoned  by  Gov- 
ernor, 6;  commuted  by  Governor,  i;  discharged  h)- 
remission  of  fines,  8;  discharged  b\'  court  or  mag- 
istrate, 25;  discharged  by  appeal,  certiorari,  etc., 
22;  discharged  by  payment  of  fine  to  justices,  113; 
died,  15;  total  discharged  during  year.  2,208; 
leaving  in  confinement  October  31,  1884,  899. 

Of  these  785  were  males,  114  females.  Of  the 
above  number  received  during  the  year  there  were: 
Males,  1,962;  females,  308;  total,  2,270. 
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Of  these  there  were  born  in  the  United  States, 
1,480;  Ireland,  409;  Germany,  115;  England, 
90;  Scotland,  25;  Canada,  75;  France,  10;  Italy, 
Poland,  Wales  and  Norway,  17;  Sweden  and 
Switzerland,  20:  Denmark,  Holland  and  New- 
foundland, 4;  Prussia,  Australia  and  New  Bruns- 
wick, 8;  Russia,  Nova  Scotia  and  Prince  Edward's 
Island,  17;  total,  2,270. 

Of  these  1,644  could  read  and  write;  216  could 
read  only;  410  could  neither  read  nor  write;  1,894 
admitted  themselves  to  be  intemperate;  376  claimed 
to  be  temperate;  822  were  or  had  been  married; 
1,448  were  single;  379  were  sent  from  the  City  of 
Albany;  179  from  the  town  of  Watervliet;  i  from 
Bethlehem;  98  from  the  City  of  Cohoes. 

Of  these  1,398  were  sentenced  for  a  term  less  than 
six  months;  578  for  six  months  each;  57  from  seven 
months  to  one  year;  84  for  one  year;  20  for  one 
year,  and  fine  from  $100  to  $500:  46  for  terms 
over  one  year,  not  exceeding  two  years;  38  for 
over  two  and  not  exceeding  three  years;  29  for 


three  and  not  exceeding  four  years;  16  for  four 
years,  not  exceeding  five;  13  for  terms  from  six  to 
ten  years;  i  for  life.  273  were  under  twenty  years 
of  age;  906  were  between  twenty  and  thirty  years; 
527  were  between  thirty  and  forty  years:  318  were 
between  forty  and  fifty  years;  246  were  over  fifty 
years. 

Early  in  the  Legislature  of  1885,  a  bill  was  intro- 
duced to  relieve  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  ."Mbany 
County,  and  the  INIayor  and  Recorder  of  the  City 
of  Albany,  from  all  responsibility  in  regard  to  the 
maintenance  and  care  of  the  Penitentiary.  On 
May  II,  1885,  the  bill  became  law. 

The  Penitentiary  Commission  consists  of  D. 
Cady  Herrick,  District  Attorney;  John  Battersby, 
County  Treasurer;  and  John  Reilly.  The  Peniten- 
tiary has  been  under  their  control  since  May,  1885. 
The  Superintendent  receives  a  salary  of  $3,000  per 
annum.  A  deputy,  two  clerks,  three  matrons  and 
several  subordinates  are  employed.  The  shops  are 
in  immediate  charge  of  faithful  overseers. 


LEGISLATIVE  OFFICERS  FROM  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


SENATORS. 

UNDER  the  first  Constitution  of  the  State,  the 
Senate  consisted  of  twenty-four  members,  ap- 
portioned among  four  great  districts.  After  the  first 
election  they  were  divided  by  lots  into  four  classes, 
so  that  the  terms  of  six  should  expire  each  year.  An 
additional  Senator  was  to  be  added  to  each  district 
whenever,  by  a  septennial  census,  it  was  shown  that 
the  number  of  electors  in  the  district  had  increased 
one  twenty-fourth.  This  increase  was  to  be  al- 
lowed till  the  number  reached  one  hundred.  The 
census  of  1795  made  the  number  foity-three.  In 
1801,  the  rule  being  found  unequal  in  its  opera- 
tion, the  Consticulion  was  amended  so  as  to  fix  the 
number  of  Senators  permanently  at  thiriy-two, 
which  has  evt.  since  been  retained.  By  the  Con- 
stitution of  1821,  the  State  was  divided  into  eight 
great  Senatorial  districts,  each  of  which  was  enti- 
tled to  four  Senators,  one  being  elected  e\erv\'ear. 
Their  term  of  olTice  was  four  years.  Under  the 
present  Constitution  the  State  consists  of  ihiity-two 
Senatorial  districts,  in  each  of  which  a  Senator  is 

16 


elected  each  odd  year.  The  Senate  district  must 
consist  of  contiguous  territory,  and  no  county  can 
be  divided  unless  entitled  to  two  or  more  Senators. 

Abraham  Yates,  Jr.,  1777-90;  Dirck  W.  Ten 
Broeck,  1777-78;  Anthony  Van  Schaick,  1777-78; 
Rinier  Alyi.derse,  1777-78. 

The  first  session  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State 
was  in  1777,  assembling  at  Kingston,  September 
9th.  On  October  7th  following  it  was  dispersed 
by  the  British  troops.  The  second  meeting  of  this 
session  was  held  at  Poughkeepsie,  beginning  Jan- 
uary 15th  and  ending  April  4,  1778. 

Rinier  Mynderse,  1778-81;  Dirck  W.  Ten 
Broeck,  177S-83;  Philip  Schuyler,  17S1-84,  1786- 
88,  1792-97;  Henry  Oothoudt,  1782-85;  Volkert 
P.  Douw,  17S6-93;  Peter  Schuyler,  1787-92; 
Leonard  Gansvoort,  1791-93,  1797-1802;  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer,  1791-95;  Anthony  Ten  Eyck, 
1797-1801;  Anthony  Van  Schaick,  1 797-1 800; 
Abraham  Van  Vechten.  1798-1805,  1S16-19; 
Francis  Nicoll,  1797-98:  John  Sanders,  1799- 
1802;  Stephen  Lush,  180 1-2:  Simon  Veeder, 
1804-7;  John  Veeder,  1806-9;  Joseph  C.  Vales. 
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1806-8;  Charles  E.  Dudley,  1820-5;  J^^n  Mc- 
Carty,  1827-30;  Peter  Gansvoort,  1833-6;  Friend 
Humphrey,  1S40-1;  Ira  Harris,  184.7;  Valentine 
Tredwell,  184S-49:  Azor  'I'aber,  1852-53;  Clark- 
son  F.  Crosby,  1S54-55;  John  W.  Harcourt, 
1856-57;  George  Y.  Johnson,  1S58-59;  Andrew 
J.  Colvin,  1860-61;  John  V.  L.  Pruyn,  1862-63; 
Lorenzo  D.  Collins,  1866-67;  A.  B.  Banks,  1868- 
69,  1870-71;  Charles  H.  Adams,  1872-73;  Jesse 
C.  Dayton,  1874-75;  Hamilton  Harris,  1S76-79; 
Waters  W.  Bnman,  i8So-8r;  Abraham  Lansing, 
1882-83;  John  B.  Thacher,  1884-85. 

MEMBERS  OF  ASSEMBLY. 

Gerrit  Abeel,  1796;  Mathew  Adgate,  1780-85; 
Flores  Bancker,  1779-80;  Thomas  E.  Barker,  1798 
-99;  Daniel  D.  Barnard,  1838;  Frederick  Bassler, 
Jr.,  1840;  George  Batterman,  1825;  John  Bay, 
1779-80;  Abraham  Becker,  1784-S5;  John  Beek- 
man,  Jr.,  1804;  John  H.  Beekman.  1782-83;  John 
James  Beekman,  1780-83:  Sidney  Berry,  1791-92; 
James  Bill,  1796-1800;  Harmanus  Bleeker,  1814- 
15;  David  Bogardus,  1807,  1812-13;  Leonard 
Bronck,  1786-93;  Abraham  Brooks,  1823;  John 
Brown,  1S08-9;  Jonalhan  Brown,  1791;  Jesse 
Buel,  1823;  Daniel  Burhans,  1804-6;  John  H. 
Burhans,  1808-9,  181 6-1 7;  Benjamin  Y.  Butler, 
1828;  Asa  Colvard,  1806-7,  1811-12,  1820; 
John  Colvin,  18 10;  Philip  Conine,  Jr.,  1796-97, 
1800;  Clarkson  F.  Crosby,  1845;  Abraham  Cuyler, 
1784;  Jacob  Cuyler,  1777-78;  John  Cuyler,  Jr., 
1777-78;  John  Davis,  1839:  Adam  Deitz,  Jr., 
1804-6;  Johan  Jost  Deitz,  1798-1804,  1807-9, 
1811-14;  Johannes  Deitz,  1792-96;  David  Delong, 
18 11;  Abijah  B.  Disbrow,  1S32;  John  A.  Dix, 
1842;  David  Dorman,  1836;  Prince  Dotv,  1798- 
1802;  James  C.  Duane,  1796-97;  William  A.  Duer, 
1818-19;  John  Duncan,  1788-89;  Peter  Flagler, 
1840;  Jellis  A.  Fonda,  1792-94;  Jacob  Ford,  1781 - 
85;  Sylvester  Ford,  18 14-15  ;  I\Iichael  Freeligh, 
1816;  Abel  French,  1810;  Philip  Frisbie,  1781-82; 
John  Frisby,  1803;  John  Fuller,  1847;  John  L  Gal- 
lup, 1847;  Leonard  Gansvoort,  1778-79, 1788;  Leon- 
ard Gansvoort,  Jr.,  1795;  Peter  Gansvoort,  1830- 
31;  James  D.  Gardner,  1829;  John  Gibbons,  1 8 1 2- 
13;  Henry  Glen,  1786-87;  James  Gordon,  1777- 
81,  1784,  17S6-90;  Theo.  V.  W.  Graham,  1794; 
Daniel  Hale,  1S07;  Willis  Hall,  1843;  Lsaac  Ham- 
ilton, 1827;  Ira  Harris,  1845-46;  John  Haswell, 
1827;  Anil.  N.  Fleermance,  179S-99;  John  V. 
Henry,  180C-2;  Jacob  Hotchstrasser,  1794-97; 
Gerrit  Hogan,  1820-21;  Lawrence  Hogeboom, 
1786;  James  Holcomb,  1796-97;  Aaron  Hough- 


I  taling,  1841;  W.  D.  Houghitaling,  1819:  Cornelius 
j  Humphrey,  1779-S0;  Thomas  Hun,  1794-95; 
j  Elisliama  Janes,  iSi  2-13;  Jonalhan  Jenkins,  1808- 
I  9,  1S20;  Richard  Kimmey,  1S37;  Francis  Lan- 
I  sing,  1 841;  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  1780-84,  1786-89; 
j. Jeremiah  Lansingh,  1798-99;  Philip  Lennebacker, 
I  1832;  Leonard  Litchtield,  1845;  Aaron  Livingston, 
1834;  Edward  Livingston,  1833,  1835,  1837;  John 
j  Livingston,  17S6-87;  Peter  R.  Livingston,  1780-81; 
j  Walter  Livingston,  1777-79,  17S4-85;  James  S. 
Lowe,  1830;  Samuel  S.  Lush,  1825-26,  1830; 
Stephen  Lush,  1792-93,  1803-6;  David  McCarty, 
1792;  James  McKown,  1820-22;  William  Mc- 
Kown,  1822;  Hugh  Mitchell,  1779-80;  Nich.  V. 
Mynderse,  1804-5  j  Francis  Nicoll,  1792-93; 
1796-1800;  William  North,  1792,  1794-9'!;  Na- 
thaniel Ogden,  1796-98;  Henry  Oothoudt,  1779- 
80;  Volkert  D.  Oothout,  1S22;  John  I.  Osiran- 
der,  1816-17;  Cornelius  G.  Palmer,  1842;  George 
Palmer,  1781-82;  Stephen  Piatt,  t 794-95;  Will- 
iam Powers,  1787;  John  Price,  1814-15,  1820; 
John  Prince,  1796-98;  Henry  Quackeiiboss,  1779- 
80;  Edmund  Raynsford,  1838;  .\braham  Rose- 
crantz,  1S23;  lames  Sackel,  1818;  J.  W.  Scher- 
merhorn,  1791;  Maus  Schermerhorn,  1803-4; 
John  Schoolcraft,  1816;  Jacob  Schoonhoven,  1786; 
John  C.  Schuyler.  1836;  Peter  Schuyler,  1784; 
Peter  S.  Schuyler,  1S02-4,  1820;  Philip  P.  Schuy- 
ler, 1796-99;  Stephen  J.  Schuyler,  1777-79;  David 
G.  Seger,  1835;  Jacob  Settle,  1833;  Paul  Settle, 
1838;  William  Seymour,  1832,  1836;  Thomas  L. 
Shafer,  1846;  Levi  Shaw,  1844;  Israel  Shear,  1 833 ; 
John  P.  Shear,  1822;  Jonas  Shear,  1S42;  Joseph 
ShurtlefT,  1798-99,  1S00-2,  1804-7;  Thomas 
Sickles,  1787-88;  Richard  Sill.  1789-91;  William 
N.  Sill,  1828;  John  I.  Slingerland,  1843;  Jesse 
Smith.  i3i6;  Moses  Smith,  1804-5,  1S14,  1820- 
21:  Parent  P.  Staats,  1834;  Chandler  Starr,  1829; 
Archibald  Stephens,  1824;  Samuel  Stephens.  1844; 
John  Stillwell,  1824;  Henry  Stone,  1827;  Dirck 
Swart,  1780-85;  Gideon  Taber,  1816-18;  John 
Tayler,  1777-81,  1786-87;  Jacobus  Teller,  1778- 
79;  Dirck  Ten  Broeck,  1796-1802;  John  Ten 
Broeck,  1792-93;  Samuel  Ten  Broeck,  17S1-83; 
Andrew  Ten  Eyck,  1826;  Henry  Ten  Eyck,  1792; 
Jacob  Ten  Eyck,  1800-3  \  J-  De  Peyster  Ten 
Eyck,  1788;  Israel  Thompson,  17S1-S2,  1784-85; 
Joel  Thompson,  1798;  John  Thompson,  1788-89; 
Valentine  Tread  well,  1847:  Jesse  Tyler,  181 2, 
1814-15;  Ab.  J.  Van  Alstyne,  1786;  Cornelius 
Van  Dyck,  1788-89;  Dirck  Van  Ingcn,  178S; 
Peter  Van  Ness,  1782-84;  Hezekiah  Van  Orden. 
178S;  Andrews  Van  Patten.  1795;  H.  K.  Van 
1  Rensselaer,  1788-90;  J.  Van  Rensselaer,  178S-89; 
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J.  Van  Rensselaer,  Jr.,  17S0-81;  Killiau  \'aii  Rens- 
selaer, 1777-79;  Robert  Van  Rensselaer,  1777-81; 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  1789-90,  1S08-10,  181S; 
Aaron  Van  Schaick,  1843:  J.  Van  Schoonhoven, 
1 791;  Corn.  A.  Van  Slyck,  1791-93;  Abraham 
Van  Vechten,  i8co,  1808-13;  Corn.  Van  Vechten, 
1789-90;  John  G.  Van  Zandt,  181 2;  Jacob  Vee- 
der,  1807-8;  Simeon  Veeder,  1844;  Abraham 
Verplanck,  1837;  David  I.  D.  Verplank,  1828; 
Mathew  Visscher,  1784-85,  1787;  Isaac  Vrooman, 
1779-82;  Peter  Vrooman,  1777-79, 1786-87;  Corn. 
H.  Waldron,  1819;  Tobias  T.  E.  Waldron,  1835; 
Robert  D.Watson,  1846-47;  Rufus  Watson,  18 16- 
17,  1839;  Wheeler  Watson,  1831;  Edmund  ^^'ells, 
1781-82;  John  H.  Wendell,  1796-98;  Peter  West, 
1798,  1800-2;  Henry  G.  Wheaton,  1835-41; 
Malachi  Whipple,  1826;  Phineas  Whiteside,  1779- 
80;  William  B.  Whiting,  1777-80;  Stephen  Willes, 
1820-21,  1825;  Erastus  Williams,  1830;  Prentice 
Williams,  Jr.,  1834;  Jacob  Winne,  1800-1;  John 
D.  Winne,  1814-15;  John  L.  Winne,  1814;  Peter 
W.  Winne,  1831;  Jesse  Wood,  1824;  Christopher 
Yates,  1782-85;  J.  Van  Ness  Yates,  1819;  Peter 
W.  Yates,  1784-85;  John  Younglove,  1782-S5, 
1788-90. 

Charles  H.  Adams,  1858;  William  Aley, 
1866;  Cornelius  W.  Armstrong,  1858:  Daniel  L. 
Babcock,  1872;  Robert  Babcock,  1851;  Dwight 
Batcheller,  1858;  A.  Bleecker  Banks,  1862;  Hiram 
Barber,  1849;   Lewis  Benedict,  Jr.,  1861;  Robert 

C.  Blackall,  1871;  Martin  J.  Blessmg,  1855:  James 
Brady,  1856;  Waters  W.  Braman,  1874-75,  1877, 
1879;  Henry  A.  Brigham,  1848;  Israhiah  Chese- 
bro,  1854;  John  C.  Chism,  1868;  Clark  B.  Coch- 
rane, 1866;  Thomas  D.  Coleman,  1876;  Lorenzo 

D.  Collins,  1859-60;  Hugh  Conger,  1867,  1869; 
Almerin  J.  Cornell,  1862;  Edward  Coyle,  1S71; 
James  F.  Crawford,  x866;  Henry  Creble,  1859; 
John  Cutler,  1852;  Edward  Curran,  1877-78; 
Alexander  Davidson,  1855;  Archibald  A.  Dunlop, 
1854;  John  Evers,  1857;  Morgan  L.  Filkins,  1859, 
1864;  Wm.  W.  Forsyth,  1853:  John  N.  Foster, 
1878;  Jay  Gibbons,  1861:  Samuel  W.  Gibbs,  1860; 
Hiram  Griggs,  1878-80;  Robert  Harper,  1852; 
Hamilton  Harris,  1851;  Jonathan  R.  Herrick, 
187^;  Stephen  AL  Hollenbcck.  1854;  Orville  M. 
Hungerford,  1865;  Henry  Jenkins,  1856;  Thomas 
Kearney,  1S53:  William  J.  Maher,  1876-77;  Will- 
iam D.  Murphy,  1S70-71;  Michael  A.  Nolan, 
1865;  Joel  B.  Nott,  1S50;  William  L.  Oswald, 
1863-64;  Harris  Parr,  1S64;  Eli  Perry,  1851; 
Henry  R.  Pierson,  1873;  Oscar  F.  Potter,  1867; 
Robert  H.  Pruyn,  1848-50,  1854:  Terence  J. 
Quinn,  1874;  John  Reid,  1853;  Alexander Robcrt- 


j  .son,  1865,  1867;  Edward  D.  Ronan,  1870;  John 
1  vSager,  1S77;  George  AL  Saylcs,  1852;  Fred.  Schif- 
j  ferdecker,  1874;  Peter  Schoonmaker,  1S74;  Wil- 
I  lett  Searls,  1862;  William  S.  Shepard,  1850;  Adam 
i  L  Shultes,  1 851;  John  L  Slingerland,  1S60;  Peter 
j  Slingerland,  1S75-76;  Adam  W.  Smith,  1S69; 
\  Henry  Smith,  1867,  1872;  William  J.  Snyder, 
1863;  Stephen  Springsteed,  1872;  James  T.  Story, 
1878;  Jackson  A.  Summer,  1868;  William  D. 
Sunderlin,  1S71;  Hugh  Swift,  1852;  John  Tighe, 
1869-70;  Franklin  Townsend,  1857;  Lyman  Tre- 
main,  1S66;  Adam  Van  Allen,  1857;  David  Van 
Auken,  1849;  Cornelius  Vanderzee,  1850;  Harmon 
H.  Vanderzee,  1865;  John  Vanderzee,  1S62; 
James  B.  Van  Etten,  1855;  J.  W.  Van  Valken- 
burgh,  1873;  T.  Van  Vechten,  Jr.,  1852;  Theo. 
Van  Volkenburgh,  1868;  Francis  W.  Vosburgh, 
1875;  Henry  L.  Wait,  1S63;  William  J.  Wheeler, 
1861;  Isaac  Whitbeck,  1856;  Edward  S.  Willett, 
1848;  Joel  A.  Wing,  1849;  George  Wolford,  1858; 
Francis  H.  Woods,  1868;  William  A.  Young, 
1859;  Alfred  LeRoy,  1876;  Leopold  C.  G.  Kshinka, 
1874-5;  George  B.  Mosher,  1872-73;  Charles 
Knowles,  1879;  Thomas  LI.  Greer,  1879;  William 
H.  Slingerland,  Ignatius  Wiley,  Joseph  Haynes, 
Thomas  Liddle,  1880;  Miner  Gallup,  Andrew  S. 
Draper,  Aaron  B.  Pratt,  George  Campbell,  1881; 
Michael  J.  Gorman,  Aaron  Fuller,  Amasa  J.  Par- 
ker, John  McDonough,  1882;  Daniel  P.  Winne, 
Warren  S.  Kelley,  Edward  A.  Maher.  Joseph  Dela- 
hanty,  1883;  John  Zimmerman,  Hiram  Becker, 
Edward  A.  Maher,  James  Forsyth,  Jr.,  1884; 
Lansing  Hotaling,  1885. 

ALBANY  COUNTY  COUNTY  TREASURER. 

This  ancient  officer  was  known  before  the  revo- 
lution. He  is  the  custodian  of  the  funds  of  the 
county,  and  also  disburses  them.  He  is  re- 
quired   to   give   heavy   bonds   for   the  laithful 

I  performance  of  his  duties.  He  is  required  to 
report  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  annually. 
They  audit  his  accounts.  His  salary  is  fi.xed 
at  the  annual  sum  of  $5,000.  Among  his  du- 
ties is  to  direct  the  sale  of  property  for  unpai(i 
taxe.s — in  fact  he  has  large  duties  connected  with 
the  taxes  of  the  county.  Under  the  direr'-on  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  he  often  borro\v  i.ioney 
in  the  credit  of  the  county,  cancels  taxes,  eic.  On 
the  w^hole,  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  offices 
in  the  county.  The  Treasurer  was  formerly  ap- 
pointed by  .the  Board  of  Supervisors;  but  by  the 
statute  provisions  of  1846,  he  is  now  elected  for  a 

i  term  of  3  years  by  the  people,  in  November.    1  he 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


following  is  a  list  of  the  County  Treasusers  under  I 
the  Constitution  of  1846:  James  Kidd,   1848;  I 
Cornelius  Ten  Broeck,   1851;  Richard  J.  Grant, 
1854;  Adam  Van  Allen,  1S57;  Thomas  Kearney, 


1S60;  Stephen  V.  Frederick,  1866;  Alexander 
Kennedy,  1869;  Nathan  D.  Wendell.  1872; 
Henry  Kelly,  1878;  Albert  Gallup,  1S81;  John 
Ballersby,  1884. 


JOURNALISTS  AND  JOURNALISM  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


ALBANY  has  always  been  conspicuous  for  the 
ability  of  its  editors,  publishers  and  printers. 
Its  history  is  embellished  with  the  career  of  illus- 
trious journalists.     Here  the  press  has  wielded  an  j 
influence  that  may  truly  be  called  national. 

The  history  of  the  Albany  press  began  in  No- 
vember, 1 77 1,  when  Alexander  and  James  Rob- 
ertson issued  the  first  number  of  the  Albany  Gazette, 
a  journal  which  had  its  birth  and  death  within  the 
space  of  one  year.  But  it  was  the  pioneer  under- 
taking. 

Down  to  181 1  there  were  but  thirty-four  news- 
papers in  the  State.  "The  paper,"  says  Mr. 
Weed,  "on  which  they  were  printed  resembled 
ordinary  wrapping-paper  in  texture  and  hue,  and 
the  type,  in  most  cases,  was  worn  well  down  to- 
ward the  first  nick.  The  Neiv  York  Columbian 
was  printed  on  a  sheet  as  blue  as  indigo,  while  the 
Hudson  Bee  rejoiced  in  colors  as  yellow  as  Mrs. 
Skewton's  bed-curtains.  "  Considering  the  material 
and  conveniences  of  that  day,  printing  was  done 
with  wonderful  rapidity.  In  Albany,  as  early  as 
1816,  Governor  Tompkins'  last  message  was  print- 
ed and  republished  in  Canandaigua  within  five 
days.  Canandaigua,  at  that  time,  was  as  far  from 
Albany,  in  length  of  time,  as  San  Francisco  is  now. 

Alexander  &  James  Robertson,  the  pioneer 
printers  of  Albany,  having  established  the  Gazette 
in  1771,  Albany  was  the  second  city  in  the  State  in 
which  a  regular  newspaper  was  published.  It  was 
printed  on  a  small  sheet,  about  one-fourih  the 
size  of  the  Evening  Journal. 

At  the  time  it  was  started,  and  during  its  exist- 
ence, New  York  was  a  province  of  Great  Britain, 
though  the  growing  spirit  of  liberty  was  fast  pro- 
ducing the  crisis  which  resulted  in  the  revolution 
and  American  freedom.  It  was,  doubtless,  the 
turbulent  state  of  the  times  that  caused  the  Robert- 
sons to  suspend  the  Gazette.  They  \.ere  loyal  to 
Great  Britain,  and  left,  it  is  said,  for  Nova  Scotia. 
The  editors  of  the  Gazette,  January  13,  1772,  make 
the  following  quaint  apology; 


"The  printers  of  the  Gazette,  from  motives  of 
gratitude  and  duty,  are  obliged  to  apologize  to  the 
public  for  the  omission  of  one  week's  publication; 
i  and  hope  the  irregularity  of  the  mail  from  New- 
York  since  the  first  great  fall  of  snow,  and  the  se- 
vere cold  preceding  Christmas,  which  froze  the  pa- 
per prepared  for  the  press  so  as  to  put  a  stop  to  its 
operation,  will  sufficiently  account  for  it.  ' 

The  liberal  manner  in  which  merchants  adver- 
tised at  that  day,  is  indicated  by  the  advertisement 
of  Thomas  Barry,  a  leading  merchant  of  Albanv, 
whose  store  stood  near  the  Dutch  Church,  at  the 
foot  of  State  street.  His  advertisement  occupies  a 
column  of  the  Gazette,  giving  a  description  of  his 
goods  quite  as  eloquently  written  as  that  of  the 
popular  merchants  of  to-day.  Among  the  articles 
advertised,  we  find  the  following:  "  None-so- 
pretly  of  various  colors,  and  black  breeches  pat- 
terns." Another  firm,  James  Gourlav  &  Co., 
largely  advertise,  stating  particularly  that  their 
"store  is  to  be  found  in  Cheapside  street,  next 
door  to  the  King's  Arms." 

Jesse  Buel. — .\mong  the  most  prominent  names 
among  the  great  journalists  of  Albany,  is  that  of 
Jesse  Bucl. 

He  was  born  in  Coventry,  Conn.,  January  4, 
1778,  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  fourteen  children. 
His  father,  Elias  Buel,  was  an  officer  in  the 
army  of  the  revolutionary  war.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen,  he  entered  the  printing-office  of  a  Mr. 
Lyon,  at  Rutland,  as  appi entice.  The  first  four 
years  of  his  term  were  spent  in  unremitted  atten- 
tion to  his  calling.  Having  purchased  of  Mr. 
Lyon  the  unexpired  three  years  of  his  time,  he 
began  the  life  of  a  journeyman  printer,  .\fter  a  brief 
stay  in  the  City  of  New  York,  he  worked  a  short 
time  with  Mr  McDonald  of  Albany;  also  at 
Waterford  and  Lansincrburgh.  In  connection  with 
Mr.  Moffat,  of  Tioy,  he  began  in  June,  1797,  the 
publication  of  the  Troy  Budget.  In  September, 
1804,  he  left  the  Budget.  About  that  time  he 
married  Miss  Susan  Pierce,  ofTrov. 

In  October,  1801,  he  was  in  Poughkeepsie,  pub- 
lishing a  weekly  paper  called  the  Guardian.  This 
was  discontinued  after  about  one  year.     He  began 
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the  publication  of  the  Political  Banner,  which  was 
also  short-lived. 

At  the  close  of  1802,  he  established  a  paper  in 
Kingston,  called  the  Plehian,  which  he  conducted 
with  marked  success  until  the  close  of  the  year 
18 1 3.  Six  years  after  he  came  to  Kingston,  he 
was  appointed  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  Ulster  County. 

While  at  Kingston,  he  gained  the  lasting  friend- 
ship of  that  illustrious  jurist.  Ambrose  Spencer. 
Through  Judge  Spencer's  intluence,  he  removed 
to  the  City  of  Albany  and  commenced  the  Albany 
Argus.  The  next  year  he  v.-as  appointed  State 
printer.  He  occupied  the  editorial  chair  of  the 
Argus  with  distinguished  ability  till  1820,  when 
he  decided  to  abandon  the  duties  of  journalist  and 
printer. 

Judge  Buel,  during  all  his  career  as  a  journalist, 
insisted  upon  spending  a  portion  of  his  time  in 
setting  type  and  working  at  the  press. 

Disposing  of  the  Argus,  which  he  had  founded, 
he  purchased  a  farm  near  the  City  of  Albany,  and 
assumed  the  life  of  a  farmer.  While  residing  on 
his  farm,  he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Assembly 
during  the  session  of  1823. 

His  attention  to  agriculture  met  with  such  suc- 
cess, that  he  became  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
agriculturists  in  the  State.  In  March,  1834,  the 
Cultivator  was  commenced,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  State  Agricultural  Society,  and  Judge  I3uel  be- 
came its  editor.  From  a  smail  monthly  sheet, 
issued  at  the  price  of  twenty-five  cents  per  year,  it 
rapidly  increased  in  size  and  in  sub-criptions  until, 
in  March,  1838,  its  subscription  list  amounted  to 
23,000.  On  commencing  the  fifth  volume,  it  was 
increased  in  size,  and  took  its  place  among  leading 
agricultural  journals. 

In  1 82 1,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Mass- 
achusetts Agricultural  Society;  in  1829,  of  the 
Horticultural  Society  of  that  State  ;  in  1830,  of 
the  Monroe  Horticultural  Society  of  Rochester  ; 
in  1 83 1,  of  the  Charleston  Horticultural  Society  in 
South  Carolina;  in  1832,  of  the  Hampshire, 
Franklin  and  Harrpden  Society  in  Massachusetts, 
and  of  the  Himiltim  County  Agricultural  Society 
at  Cincinnati  ;  in  1833,  of  the  Tennessee  Agricul- 
tural and  Horticultural  Societies;  in  1834,  of  the 
Horticultural  Society  of  the  District  of  Columbia; 
in  1838,  of  ihe  Philadelphia  Society  of  Agriculture; 
and  in  1839,  of  the  .\lbemarle  Agricultural  Society. 
In  1838,  he  was  chosen  President  of  the  Horticul- 
tural Society  of  the  Valley  of  the  Hudson,  and  was 
several  times  chosen  President  of  the  State  Agricul- 
tural Society.  Thus  is  seen  the  regard  in  which 
he  -was  held.  Judge  Buel's  efforts  were  by  no 
means  confined  to  agricultural  pursuits.  The 
motto  of  his  Cultivator  was  "To  improve  the  soil 
and  the  mind." 

His  system  of  education,  like  his  system  of  agri- 
culture, was  practical.  Pie  would  guide  the  edort 
of  muscle  by  the  direction  of  the  mind.  While 
cultivating  the  land  he  would  enjo_\'  the  landscape. 
The  etToris  of  Judge  Buel  greatly  tended  to  make 
honorable,  as  well  as  profitable,  the  pursuits  of 
agriculture.    He  delivered  addresses  before  agri- 


cultural and  horticultural  societies  in  various  parts 
of  the  Union,  and  always  drew  large  audiences  to 
;  listen  to  him. 

1  On  September  22,  1839,  while  at  Danbury, 
'  Conn.,  he  had  a  severe  attack  of  bilious  colic,  fol- 
I  lowed  by  bilious  fever,  which  terminated  fatally 
October  4th.  His  death  produced  a  profound  sen- 
I  sation  and  general  sorrow. 

I      Judge  Buel  was  a  practical  illustration  of  repub- 
i  lican  simplicity — always   plain  in  dress   and  ap- 
i  pearance,  and  unassuming  in  his  manners.  He 
'  was  hospitable  without  display,  pious  without  pre- 
j  tension,  and  learned  without  pedantry.    As  a  writer 
his  style  was  well  adapted  to  the  nature  of  his  com- 
munications.   With  him  words  meant  things,  and 
not  simply  their  shadows.     He  came  to  the  com- 
mon mind  like  an  old  familiar  acquaintance,  though 
he  always  brought  new  ideas. 

His  writings  are  principally  found  in  the  many 
addresses  he  delivered;  in  the  six  volumes  of  his 
Cultivator ;  in  the  small  volume  made  up  from  ma- 
terials taken  from  the  Cultivator,  published  by  the 
I  Harpers;  and  in  the  "  Farmer's  Companion,  "  the 
last  and  most  elaborate  of  his  works.  It  was  written 
expressly  for  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Education, 
and  was  one  of  the  most  popular  works  of  the  kind. 

]\Iosics  I.  C.vNTiNE  was  born  at  Catskill,  New 
York,  December  14,  1774.     He  received  a  prepar- 
atory classical  education  and  entered  the  office 
,  of  Chancellor  John  Lansing,   at  Albany,  under 
I  whose  instruction  he  qualified  himself  lor  admis- 
j  sion  to  the  B.ir.     He  was  made  an  attorncy-at- 
law  at  Albany,  in  October,   1798.    Opening  an 
office  at  Catskill,  he  was  not  long  in  attaining  a 
highly  respectable  position  in  his  profession.  March 
j  5,  1 80 1,  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  George  Clin- 
ton, .Assistant  .Attorney-General  for  the  Third  Dis- 
j  trict  of  the  State,  and  was  reappointed  February 
8,  1808,  and  February  15,  181 1.    On  June  19, 
1818,  he  was  appointed  first  Judge  of  the  Greene 
County  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
!      Judge  Cantine,  at  an  early  period  of  his  life 
1  exhibited  the  qualities  of  an  easy,  .ready  and  at- 
'  tractive  writer.     His  contributions  to  the  Catskill 
\  Recordtr  and  Albany  Argus  attracted  much  admi- 
ration. 

In  December,  1820,  he  retired  from  the  Bench, 
I  and,  with  I.  Q.  Leake,  purchased  the  Albany  Argus 
!  and  became  editor-in-chief.  The  next  year  the 
I  Argus  was  made  the  State  paper,  and  rapidly 
j  increased  in  influence.  Judge  Cantine  and  Mr. 
I  Leake  continued  to  conduct  the  paper  until  Jan- 
j  uary,  1823,  when  a  change  took  place  in  its  man- 
I  agement  by  the  sudden  and  greatly  lamented 
I  death  of  Mr.  Cantine.  Thus  the  editorial  duties 
j  of  the  Argus  were  committed  to  Mr.  Leake,  a 
I  man  of  learning  and  talents,  distinguished  for  his 
j  literary  and  scientific  attainments  and  abilities  as 
I  a  journalist;  but,  feeble  in  health,  he  was  soon 
'  compelled  to  relinquish  the  trust. 
I 

I  William  Cassidv. — The  history  of  journalism  is 
I  best  found  in  the  lives  of  those  who  have  been 
I  journalists. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


Prominent  among  those  who  aided  in  making 
the  journalibtic  history  of  Albany,  is  WilHam  Cas- 
sidy.  With  Webster,  Barber,  Southwick,  Crosweli, 
Weed,  Dawson,  Planning,  and  others,  he  aided  in 
making  that  history  foremost  in  the  annals  of  the 
nation.   He  was  born  in  Albany,  August  12,  18 15. 

The  grandfather  of  William  emigrated  from 
Ireland  and  settled  in  Albany  in  1790.  His  father 
was  John  Cassidy,  who  with  his  uncle,  Patrick  Cas- 
sidy,  were  esteemed  citizens. 

At  an  early  age,  Cassidy  began  his  classical  edu- 
cation at  the  Albany  Academy,  and  at  the  age  of 
si.xteen  was  admitted  to  Union  College  in  the 
Senior  class,  graduating  in  1833,  after  remaining 
in  the  college  one  year,  He  studied  law  in  the 
offices  of  Judge  jMcKown  and  John  Van  Buren. 
His  articles  on  political  subjects,  written  at  his  leis- 
ure and  published  in  Democratic  journals,  found 
favor  with  the  public.  The  taste  thus  cultivated 
and  encouraged,  induced  him  to  leave  his  legal 
studies  and  adopt  the  profession  of  journalism. 
At  a  time  of  life  when  other  young  men  are 
scarcely  through  with  their  collegiate  educadon, 
Mr.  Cassidy's  brilliant  gifts  as  a  writer  were  win- 
ning wide  recognition,  and  he  was  acknowledged 
by  the  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party  as  one  of 
their  ablest  and  most  effective  polidcal  writers.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-five  he  first  entered  the  field  of 
journalism  as  a  regular,  writing  for  the  Phiindealer 
and  Rough  Heivcr,  then  published  in  Albany. 

From  1 84 1  to  1843  he  wns  State  Librarian. 
In  the  spring  of  1843  became  conTiected  with 
the  Albany  A/las,  a  daily  paper  started  in  1S41  by 
Vance  &  Wendell,  and,  with  Henry  H.  Van  Dyke, 
edited  that  journal.  The  Af/,is  was  founded  as 
the  organ  of  the  "Barn-burner"  section  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  recognized  as  such  during 
its  existence. 

The  contest  between  the  "Barn-burner  '  and 
"  Hunker "  factions  of  the  Democratic  party  will 
long  be  remembered  as  more  bitter  than  that  which 
the  former  party  waged  against  the  Whigs.  The 
Alias  entered  the  political  arena  as  the  opponent  of 
amajority  of  the  Democratic  party  led  by  the  Argns, 
a  veteran  in  the  politics  of  the  State.  At  this 
time  Edwin  Crosweli,  wielding  a  bold,  gigantic 
pen,  was  the  editor  of  the  Albanv  Argus.  The 
sharp  and  bitter  antagonism  between  that  journal 
and  the  Alias  was  what  might  have  been  expected. 

Cassidy,  as  the  friend  of  Silas  Wright  and  the 
"  Free-soilers "  and  "Barn-burners,"  vigorously 
maintained  his  posidon  against  his  formidable 
opponent.  The  contest  continued  with  unabated 
ardor  until  1856,  when  the  advent  of  the  Repub- 
licarv  party,  and  the  great  power  it  developed, 
with  other  causes,  led  the  factions  in  the  Demo- 
cratic party  to  unite  and  the  Alias  and  ArguT  became 
consolidateil.  This  event  was  a  triumph  for  Mr. 
Cassidy.  He  had  exhibited  such  brilliant  talents 
and  such  lofty  character,  such  admirable  manage- 
ment in  editing  the  Atlas,  that  he  was  selected,  with 
Mr.  Croswell's  approval,  as  the  editor  of  the  new 
paper,  which  received  the  new  name  of  the  Alias 
and  Argus.  Under  his  editorship  the  Alias  and 
Argus,  rapidly  attained  a  high  and  commanding 


position  in  the  State.  In  a  short  time  Cassidy  be- 
came its  principal  proprietor. 

In  1865,  the  Argus  Company,  a  joint  st<5ck 
i  association,  was  formed,  and  Cassidy  became  its 
!  president.  He  continued  to  eilit  the  paper  tor  the 
I  remainder  of  his  life.  In  1S66  he  made  the  tour 
;  of  Europe,  enriching  the  literature  of  his  native 
I  county  by  many  charming  and  elegantly  written 
'  letters,  which  first  appeared  in  Argus,  and  were 
copied  into  various  journals.  Mr.  Cassidy  always 
persistently  refused  ofTicial  position,  though  in  1867 
I  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Consdtutional 
!  Convention,  and  in  1872  was  appointed  by  Gov- 
;  ernor  Hoffman  on  the  State  Commission  to  Revise 
i  the  Constitution.  He  accepted  both  these  posi- 
I  tions  with  reluctance,  and  they  were  the  only  ones 
j  he  ever  held. 

I  As  Governor  Robinson  said,  in  addressing  the 
i  Commission  after  Mr.  Cas<idy's  death:  "No 
]  temptation  would  lead  him  from  those  funda- 
'  mental  principles  which  he  had  imbibed  from  con- 
I  scientious  conviction,  deep  thought  and  study. 
I  The  welfare  of  the  State  was  his  sole  concern,  and 
I  his  advice  to  his  associates  was  summed  up  in  his 
1  remark:  'See  that  your  constitution  enunciates 
I  principles,  and  those,  principles  of  elevated  states- 
!  manship. '" 

I      As  has  been  said,  his  career  was  that  of  the 
[  political  editor.     He  helped  to  make  and  un- 
j  make  men.    His  own  life  was  that  of  the  sanctum, 
the  library  and  the  social  circle.     His  influence 
1  was  such  as  is  wielded  by  a  matchless  f;en  ;  his 
j  achievements  those  of  a  master  of  thought,  the 
i  exponent  of  party,   and  the  leader  of  political 
councils.     He  combined  in  a  superlative  degree 
the  qualities  which  distinguish  the  wit,  the  scholar 
and  the  politician.    These,  with  his  fine  taste  and 
culture,  made  him  one  of  the  most  brilliant  and 
accomplished  men  of  his  time.     He  had  an  emi- 
nently social  nature  and  loved  the  social  circle. 
John  G.  Saxe,  the  poet,  paid  a  pleasin?  and  deli- 
!  cate  compliment  to  Mr.  Cassidy,  when  he  dedi- 
cated a  volume  of  his  poems  to  him,  as  a  tribute 
to  his  scholarship. 

Mr.  Ca'^sidy's  personal  appearance  and  bearing 
were  striking  and  noble.     His  manner  was  uni- 
formly courtly  and  dignified  in  its  courtliness  ;  un- 
studied, yet  perfect.     His  love  for  his  native  city 
was  not  the  least  of  his  characteristics.    He  be- 
lieved in  Albany,  and  never  failed  to  enlarge  upon 
its  advantages  of  position  and  the  manifest  evi- 
dences of  its  marked  progress.      He  lent  every 
i  energy  towards  iis  improvement,  and  as  a  member 
I  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Washington 
j  Park,  he  entered  into  every  project  looking  to  the 
I  expansion  of  that  beautiful  spot,  and  urged  every 
!  wise  scheme  for  kindred  purposes. 
I      But  his  active  and  uselul  life  terminated  sud- 
i  denly,  with  brief  warning  to  his  friends  that  he 
!  was  soon  to  leave  them  for  ever.     He  died  at  his 
I  home  in  Albany,  January  23,  1S73,  ^^^^^  ^  ^'^O' 
i  short  illness. 

!  On  the  formal  announcement  of  his  death, 
I  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  adjourned,  after 
I  appropriate  eulogistic  remarks  in  both  bodies  by 
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distinguished  Legislators.  The  Delta  Phi  Frater- 
nity, the  Park  Commissioners  of  Albany,  the  Board 
of  Trade,  the  Young  Men's  Catholic  Lyceum,  the 
Trustees  of  S.  Agnes'  Cemetery,  the  Typograi)hical 
Union,  the  Employees  of  the  Argus  Company,  and 
the  Directors  of  the  National  Commercial  Bank, 
ail  passed  resolutions  of  condolence  and  apprecia- 
tion. Letters  of  regard  were  received  by  the 
family  from  prominent  men  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Cassidy  was  a  life-long  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  died  in  that  faith.  In  1856 
he  was  married  to  ]\Iiss  Lucie  Rochefort,  who  sur- 
vives him.     He  left  three  sons. 

Edwin  Croswell,  whose  name  ranks  high 
among  the  illustrious  journalists  of  the  past,  was 
born  at  Catskill  in  1797.  At  the  age  of  four- 
teen he  entered  the  otfice  of  the  Catskill  Recorder 
as  an  apprentice.  At  this  time  ^Moses  L  Cantine 
was  a  distinguislied  lawyer  and  writer,  with  an 
interest  in  the  Recorder.  Young  Croswell  was 
favorably  brought  to  his  notice.  Time  passed, 
and  Judge  Cantine  became  a  resident  of  Albany, 
and  one  of  the  editors  and  [)roprietois  of  the  Argus. 
Young  Croswell,  in  the  meantime,  had  worked  his 
way  to  assistant  editor  of  the  Recorder.  When,  in 
1823,  Judge  Cantme  died,  Croswell  attended  his 
funeral  at  Albany.  The  death  of  Judge  Cantine 
and  the  poor  health  of]Mr.  Leake,  left  the  ^r^//s 
comparatively  without  an  editor.  ]Mr.  Croswell, 
as  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Caiskill  Recorder,  had 
exhibited  marked  abilities  as  a  political  writer,  and 
rendered  that  paper  a  power  in  the  State.  As  he 
was  about  returning  to  Catskill,  after  the  funeral, 
Martin  Van  Buren,  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  and  Judge 
Duer,  then  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party  in  the 
State,  and  deeply  interested  in  the  Albany  Argus, 
strongly  urged  him  to  become  assistant  editor  with 
Mr.  Leake,  and  soon  the  name  of  Edwin  Croswell 
became  identified  with  that  paper. 

In  1 85 1,  Sherman  Croswell  became  associated 
with  Edwin  in  the  editorial  management.  July 
26,  1834,  Sherman  Croswell  became  a  proprietor 
and  editor,  and  so  continued  till  January,  1S55. 
Edwin  Croswell,  having  withdrawn  from  the  Argus 
August  18,  1854,  was  succeeded  by  Gideon  J. 
Tucker,  who  was  made  Secretary  of  State  in  1857. 
In  1855,  Sherman  Croswell  and  Mr.  Tucker  trans- 
ferred their  interest  to  James  I.  Johnson,  who  asso- 
ciated with  him  Calvert  Comstock  as  editor. 

It  was  not  long  after  Edwin  Croswell  had  entered 
on  the  editorial  duties  of  the  Argus,  before  he  be- 
came a  power  in  the  politics  of  the  State  and  nation. 
His  vigorous  mind  and  ready  and  powerful  pen 
were  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  the  discussions  of  the  great  questions 
whicl;!  then  divided  the  public  mind.  As  a  political 
writer  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that,  during  the 
period  of  his  active  life,  he  had  no  rival  as  a  polit- 
ical journalist,  except  Thurlow  Weed.  In  the  course 
of  the  long  political  warfare  conducted  bv  these 
eminent  editors,  he  never  allowed  himself  to  be 
thrown  off  his  guard  by  friend  or  foe.  Few  Amer- 
ican journalists  ever  exhibited  more  ability  in  con- 
ducting controversy,   or  in  quieting  animosities 


among  his  own  friends,  than  Edwin  Croswell.  His 
advantages  for  obtaining  an  education  were  limited; 
but  he  understood  and  practiced  the  art  of  self-cul- 
i  tu.'-e  with  success.   He  became  familiar  with  the 
English  classics.    The  sententious  purity  of  Swift 
I  was  to  him  a  delight  and  a  model.     From  Swift  he 
I  learned  how  to  express  his  ideas  with  vividness  and 
force.     From  the  pages  of  Junius  he  learned  the 
art  of  binding  ideas  together  "in  close  compacted 
masses."    But  it  was  in  the  printing-office,  that 
practical  school  of  knowledge,  that  he  made  his 
way  to  the  highest  rank  of  a  political  journalist. 

A  distinguished  contemporary  writer  of  Mr.  Cros- 
well's,  speaks  of  him  as  follows:  "As  a  party 
political  editor  he  has  few,  if  any,  superiors  in  the 
United  States.  Always  cool,  collected,  sagacious 
and  cautious,  he  seldom,  if  ever,  allowed  himself 
to  be  guilty  of  any  indiscretions.  His  style  of 
wTiting  is  more  highly  polished  than  that  of  most 
American  journalists;  indeed,  it  is  somewhat  re- 
markable that  a  man  educated  to  practical  business 
pursuits  should  acquire  so  nice  and  culdvated  lit- 
erary taste,  and  a  style  of  writing  so  pleasing  and 
perspicuous.  " 

Sherman  Croswell,  another  eminent  journalist 
of  Albany,  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  ^lay  4, 
1S03.  His  father.  Rev.  Harry  Croswell,  D.  D. , 
was  rector  of  Trinity  Church  in  New  Haven. 
Young  Croswell  was  graduated  at  Yale  College  in 
1822.  He  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Connecticut  Bar  in  1826.  In  1831,  he  came  to 
Albany,  where  he  was  associated  with  his  cousin, 
Edwin  Croswell,  in  the  editorial  management  of  the 
Albany  Argus,  from  which  he  finally  retired  in  1SS5. 

Mr.  Croswell  became  reporter  for  the  Argus  in 
the  Assembly  in  1833,  ^'^'^  twenty-five  succes- 
sive years,  with  the  exception  of  the  session  of  1854, 
he  regularly  reported  the  proceedings  for  the  Argus, 
closing  with  tlie  session  of  1857,  two  years  after 
its  consolidation  with  the  Atlas.  At  the  time  of 
his  retirement,  probably,  he  had  no  superior  as  a 
reportorial  writer  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Croswell  became  one  of  the  proprietors  and 
editors  of  the  Argus,  July  26,  1S34,  and  so  remained 
until  January  i,  1855. 

A  distinguished  citizen  of  .Albany  who  knew  him 
very  intimately,  paid  the  following  tribute  to  his 
memory  at  the  time  of  his  death:  "  For  a  man  so 
widely  known,  he  was,  indeed,  known  to  few.  He 
did  not  make  many  friends,  but  the  few  he  made 
were  life-long  and  true.  Eminently  courteous  in 
his  manners  to  all,  he  was  a  man  of  reserve.  His 
i  confidence  was  given  slowly,  and  even  reluctantly, 
j  but  when  given  was  never  withdrawn  without  the 
strongest  cause  for  withdrawal.  ' 

His  poetic,  imaginative  mind  rendered  the  duties 
of  a  political  editor,  at  first,  uncongenial  to  him. 
But  by  determination  he  warped  his  mind  to  the 
calling  he  selected  until  he  loved  it. 

.\  service  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  first  as 
an  assistant,  and  subsequently  as  chief  editor  of  one 
of  the  most  influential  political  papers  in  this  coun- 
try, had  not  been  without  its  influence  upon  Mr. 
I  Croswell's  character. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


No  one  familiar  only  with  the  always  vip;orous 
and  sometimes  trenchant  st\  leof  the  Argus  of  tiiat 
day,  would  have  suspected  that  many  of  its  most 
characteristic  articles  came  Irom  the  pen  of  a  writer 
whose  temperament  was  essentially  a  poetic  one, 
and  whose  feelings  were  much  more  in  harmony 
with  whatever  is  beautiful  in  nature  or  art  than  in 
the  details  of  politics.     He  died  March  i6,  1859. 

GEORGE  DAWSON. 

The  name  of  George  Dawson  ranks  high  among 
American  journalists.  The  influence  which  the 
daily  press  has  attained  is  largely  due  to  his  pen 
and  his  vigorous  mind.  As  has  well  been  said :  ' '  He 
was  a  journalist  of  the  old  school,  wedded  to  the 
tradition  of  days  when  party  organs  were  the  lead- 
ing newspapers  of  the  country.  '  And  yet  such  was 
the  versatility  of  his  talents,  that  he  was  at  home  in 
any  field  where  the  newspiaper  e.xisted.  He  pos- 
sessed the  sound  judgment,  the  large  circumspec- 
tion, which  enables  men  to  weigh  the  relative  value 
of  either  reason  or  facts;  he  was  cautious  enough, 
and  drew  sufficiently  from  his  imagination  in  form- 
ing his  hypotheses  to  render  his  writings  attractive; 
and  he  was  not  deficient  in  the  happy  sagacity  which 
pierces  through  apparent  dissimilarity  and  ranges 
things  seemingly  unlike  under  the  same  class.  In 
a  word,  he  was  an  excellent  collector  of  facts  and  a 
successful,  active  and  bold  reasoner  upon  them. 
These  qualities  rendered  him  powerful  in  the  po- 
litical arena  and  made  him  among  the  first  poli- 
ticians of  his  times. 

As  a  politician  he  was  eminently  distinguished 
for  the  two  great  virtues  of  inflexible  steadmess  to 
his  principles,  and  invariable  gentleness  and  ur- 
banity in  his  manner  of  asserting  them.  Yet,  if 
occasion  required,  he  could  be  rancorous,  could 
dip  his  pen  in  gall,  or  move  it  responsive  to  the 
keenest  satire,  the  liveliest  wit,  the  most  polished 
humor.  With  his  wit  he  could  make  any  subject 
repul^5ive,  or  render  a  repulsive  subject  agree.ible. 

In  his  writings,  whether  literary  or  political,  all 
his  wit  was  argument,  and  each  of  his  delightful 
illustrations  a  material  step  in  his  reasonings. 

Elegant  and  graceful  as  was  his  style  of  writing, 
it  was  distinguished  more  for  its  practicability  and 
its  strong  sense  than  its  beauty  and  elegance.  But 
the  former  often  enabled  him  to  state  a  strong  ar- 
gument or  a  nice  distinction  in  a  more  striking  and 
pleasing  way,  and  actually  with  greater  precision, 
than  could  have  been  attained  by  the  severer  forms 
of  reasoning. 

Mr.  Dawson's  pen  was  not  confined  to  politics 
alone;  he  relieved  the  tedium,  the  respon-ibility 
and  the  aggressiveness  of  partisan  journalism  by 
the  cultivation  of  a  beautiful  and  enlivening  litera- 
ture. 

A  lover  of  rural  life,  the  forests,  the  stream  and 
the  lake,  his  pen  often  painted  scenes  from  these 
in  life-like  beauty;  indeed,  we  have  sometimes 
thought  that  there  is  nothing,  even  in  the  Bucolics 
or  the  Georgics  of  Virgil,  or  the  enlivening  piges 
of  Thompson,  more  redolent  with  fragrance  of  the 
forest  and  the  field;  or  which  brings  home  more 


forcibly  the  attractions  of  the  stream,  touches  more 
exquisitely  on  pastoral  life,  and  gives  the  viscissi- 
tudes  of  the  changing  year,  more  truthfully  and 
graphically  than  the  pen  of  Dawson. 

He  was  born  in  Falkirk,  Scotland,  March  14, 
1S13.  His  father,  afier  whom  he  was  named — a 
book-binder  by  trade,  and  the  son  of  a  gardener, 
residing  near  Edinburgh — was  for  many  years  in  the 
employ  C)f  the  famous  publishing  house  of  the  Con- 
stables, at  Edinburgh.  In  18 10,  he  married  Mary 
Chapman,  and  soon  after  removed  to  Falkirk,  the 
birthplace  of  George. 

From  his  parents  George  derived  no  patent  of 
peerage,  but  he  inherited  from  them  those  sterling 
qualities  of  Scottish  character:  industry,  integrity 
and  reverence  for  God.  He  was  a  child  of  the 
Covenanters.  In  1816,  the  father,  for  the  purpose 
of  bettering  his  fortunes,  crossed  the  Atlantic  and 
found  employment  in  the  City  of  New  York. 
Thither,  in  1S18,  he  brought  his  wife,  with  young 
George  and  an  eider  brother,  James,  born  in  181 1, 
and  a  younger  sister,  Ellen,  born  in  181 5.  The 
father  remained  in  New  York  till  1818,  when  he 
removed  to  Toronto,  then  Little  York,  Canada, 
where  he  followed  his  occupation  six  years,  after 
which  he  lived  in  Niagara  County,  and  afterwards 
in  Rochester,  in  both  places  continuing  his  occu- 
pation. In  1836,  he  removed  to  Royal  Oak,  Mich- 
igan. 

The  advantages  of  young  George  for  an  educa- 
tion were  meager;  but  his  intellect  was  active,  and 
he  sought  and  attained  knowledge  almost  intuitively. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  obtain  an  education  with- 
out teachers — always  in  school  and  alwa\s  learn- 
ing. 

When  he  was  eleven  years  old,  he  was  entered  as 
an  apprentice  to  the  printing  business  in  the  office 
of  the  Niagara  Gleaner^  where  he  remained  till 
1826,  when  his  parents  removed  to  Rochester.  At 
this  time  Thurlow  Weed  was  the  editor  of  the  Anii- 
JllasoHir  Inquirer.  In  the  office  of  that  journal 
young  Dawson  found  employment,  and  in  this  way 
he  was  brought  in  contact  with  the  powerful  intel- 
lect and  rare  journalistic  qualities  of  its  distin- 
guished editor.  The  relations  thus  begun  were 
fortunate  for  both  parties,  and  continued  through 
life;  each  evolved  and  radiated  the  talent  of  the 
other. 

During  his  apprenticeship,  young  Dawson's  leis- 
ure hours  were  devoted  to  his  books:  they  were  his 
companions,  the  fountain  of  his  pleasure.  He  might 
almost  have  adopted  the  language  of  HorncTooke, 
when  he  said  to  Erskine:  "  If  you  had  obtained  ten 
years  of  life  for  me  in  a  dungeon,  with  my  books, 
pen  and  ink,  I  !-houkl  have  thanked  you."  He 
eagerly  read  the  translations  of  Greek  and  Roman 
history  and  literature. 

He  once  said  to  a  gentleman  in  Rochester,  now 
living:  "You  would,  perhaps,  be  astonished  at 
the  progress  one  can  make  by  devoting  to  study 
but  one  hour  of  each  day.  I  used  to  average  more 
than  that  each  day,  taking  time  which  was  employed 
by  others  in  amu.sement.  In  this  way  I  made  my- 
self a  proficient  in  several  branches,  particuKirly  in 
belles-lettres,  history  and  political  economy." 
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It  is  impossible  to  read  either  his  political  or  lit- 
erary productions  without  being  convinced  tliiU 
they  are  the  offspring  of  a  cultivated  and  polished 
mind.  There  is  a  classic  excellence  about  them, 
showing  tiiat,  in  some  way,  he  certainly  attained 
scholarly  profundity  and  finely  balanced  powers. 

Early  m  1S30,  political  anti-masonry  attained  a 
strength  which  enabled  it  to  contend,  apparently 
with  success,  for  the  supremacy  of  the  political 
power  of  the  State,  and  the  project  of  starting  a 
journal  at  Albany  devoted  to  political  anti-masonry 
was  broached.  It  was  advocated  by  such  men  as 
Francis  Granger,  Abner  Hazleton,  3.[illard  Fill- 
more, William  H.  ]\Iavnard,  Albert  H.  Tracy  and 
others,  and  with  their  influence  the  proposed  meas- 
ure took  definite  form.  The  new  paper  was  called 
the  Albany  Evening  fonrnal,  with  Thurlow  Weed  as 
its  editor.  Accordingly  he  removed  from  Roches- 
ter to  Albany,  and  assumed  editorial  duties  which 
have  given  his  name  to  history. 

George  Dav,son  accompanied  him  and  became 
foreman  in  the  oflice  of  the  Juurnal,  the  first  num- 
ber of  which  appeared  in  IMarch,  1830.  It  is  said 
by  those  who  knew  him  in  the  printing-office,  that 
he  was  an  accomplished,  practical  printer— at  the 
case,  a  rapid  and  correct  compositor;  as  a  fore- 
man, perfect  in  order  and  discipline:  courteous 
and  amiable  in  his  intercourse  with  the  employees 
of  the  office.  It  was  not  long  before  he  began  con- 
tributing to  the  columns  of  the  Juurnal,  and  his 
contributions  bore  the  impress  of  a  master  hand, 
adding  largely  to  the  ability  and  influence  of  the 
paper. 

Fifty  years  after  the  first  edition  of  the  Journal 
appeared,  it  was  said  in  an  anniversary  editorial, 
that  the  first  edition  of  the  paper  "  did  not  vary 
materially  in  appearance  from  the  present  one. 
The  main  head-line  was  in  plain,  clean-cut  capitals 
bespeaking  the  well-defined  and  upright  purpose  of 
the  projectors." 

In  the  Legislative  session  of  1831,  George  Dawson 
was  the  reporter  for  the  Evening  Journal.  His  re- 
ports were  hardly  equaled  for  their  freshness,  vigor 
and  ingenuity,  and  they  brought  him  favorably  be- 
fore the  public.  He  continued  as  reporter  for  the 
Journal  until  the  spring  of  1836,  when  he  was  called 
to  the  editorship  of  the  Rochester  Daily  Democrat, 
and  thus  he  entered  upon  his  long,  successful  and 
brilliant  editorial  career.  In  looking  over  some 
of  his  editorials  in  the  Democrat,  one  is  struck 
with  their  incisive  strength,  their  keen  and  subtle 
point.  ' 

As  the  editor  of  the  Democrat,  he  made  himself 
a  reputation  so  extended,  that  in  .\ugust,  1839,  he 
was  called  to  take  editorial  charge  of  the  Detroit 
Advertiser.  Before  leaving  the  Evening  Journal  the 
Anti-Masonic  party  had  passed  away — absorbed,  as 
some  have  said,  in  the  Whig  party — and  George 
Dawson  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Whig  partv, 
advocating  its  interests  with  his  pen  and  occasion- 
ally in  the  rostrum.  It  was  as  a  Whig  that  he  as- 
sumed the  editorship  of  the  Detroit  Advertiser, 
and  it  was  largely  through  his  instrumentality  that 
the  State  of  ]Michigan  was  secured  to  the  Whig 
party. 


Very  soon  after  Mr.  Dawson  became  editor  of 
the  Advertiser,  he  was  appointed  State  Printer, 
which  position  he  held  until  1842,  when  the  oftice 
of  the  Daily  Advertiser  was  destroyed  b\-  fire. 
About  that  time  he  received  a  flattering  invitation 
to  resume  the  editorial  chair  of  the  Rochester  Daily 
Democrat,  which  he  accepted.  His  return  to 
Rochester  was  attended  with  many  pleasing  circum- 
stances. Complimentary  notices  of  his  return 
appeared  in  all  the  Rochester  papers,  and  also  in 
very  many  of  the  leading  journals  in  and  out  of  the 
State;  while  the  journals  of  Detroit  and  in  other 
parts  of  ^Michigan  contained  sincere  and  pleasingly- 
worded  regrets  at  the  loss  of  '"a  journalist  so  dis- 
tinguished: one  whose  abilities  and  rare  social 
qualities  had  made  him  hosts  of  friends  in  the  State 
of  ■Michigan. " 

Early  in  the  summer  of  1S46,  Mr.  Dawson  was 
urgently  solicited  by  Mr.  Weed  to  accept  the  posi- 
tion of  associate  editor  of  the  Albany  Evening  Jour- 
nal. But  Mr.  Dawson  had  become  attached  to 
Rochester  and  Western  New  York  by  many  strong 
affinities,  many  pleasing  associations.  In  the  soci- 
ety of  Rochester  he  was  a  favorite.  Besides,  the 
beautiful  lakes  and  bright  streams  of  Western  New 
York  and  Northern  Pennsylvania  afforded  him  fa- 
cilities for  enjoying  the  favorite  pastime  of  an 
angler.  Fle  would  often  leave  the  sanctum  and 
seek  the  waters  of  lake  or  stream,  and, 

"  Under  an  oak,  whose  antique  roots  peeped  out 
Upon  the  brook  that  brawls  along  the  wood," 

spend  many  hours  in  quiet  happiness.  He,  there- 
fore, reflected  long  and  seriously  before  sundering 
these  pleasant  associations.  But  at  length,  in 
August,  1846,  yielding  to  repeated  solicitations,  he 
returned  to  Albany,  and  entered  upon  his  duties  as 
associate  editor  of  the  Evening  Journal. 

During  the  whole  of  ^Ir.  \Vced's  administration, 
the  Journal  was  omnipotent  with  its  party.    It  gave 
the  word  of  command  and  the  lesser  organs  made 
haste  to  regard  its  behest.    The  orders  which  all 
obeyed,   came   from    the   capital.    The  Journal 
spoke  with  authority.     It  dictated  party  policies, 
controlled  appointments,  and  marshaled  all  the 
forces  o."  political  campaigns.     In  the  management 
of  the  Evening  Journal,  Mr.  Dawson  shared  with  his 
senior  the  enjoyment  of  the  "power  behind  the 
throne;"  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  his  plans, 
proved  an  able  lieutenant  in  his  political  encoun- 
ters, and  fully  indorsed  his  political  and  journalistic 
views.    In  1862,  Mr.  Weed  retired  from  the  editor- 
ship of  the  Journal,  and  Mr.  Dawson  became  the 
senior  editor  and  proprietor.     He  continued  to  fill 
this  position  till  1877,  with  the  exception  of  a  short 
time  in  1871,  when  the  late  George  W.  Demers  oc- 
cupied the  editorial  chair.     In  1S77  he  sold  his 
interest  in  the  Journal  to  ^Ir.  Charles  E.  Smith, 
now  editor  of  the  Philadelphia  Press.    After  that 
;  time  Mr.  Dawson  did  only  occasional  work  on  the 
I  paper  until  February,  18S0,  when  Mr.  Smith  re- 
j  tired  from  the  editorship  on  account  of  his  course 
:  in  indorsing  Governor  Cornell's    nomination  of 
!  John  ¥.  Smyth  as  Superintendent  of  the  Insurance 
I  De[)artment.  which  was  disapproved  by  the  con- 
I  trolling  partners.    At  the  request  of  the  proprie- 
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tors  of  the  paper,  Mr.  Dawson  temporarily  re- 
sumed the  echtorship,  and  did  some  of  the  best 
work  of  his  life  in  tiie  remarkably  bitter  fight  waged 
against  }dr.  Smyth's  confirmation,  and  subse- 
quently against  "machine"  dictation,  unit  rule 
and  the  bosses.  His  pen  was  also  especially  pun- 
gent and  forceful  in  the  senatorial  contest  which 
resulted  in  the  retirement  of  ex-Senator  Roscoe 
Conkling  to  private  life. 

Mr.  Dawson  retired  finally  from  the  editorial 
work  on  the  Journal,  September  2,  1882,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Harold  Frederick.  His  valedic- 
tory, published  in  the  fuunial,  was  an  ably  written 
production,  exhibiung  the  elastic  vigor  of  his  in- 
tellect and  the  strength  of  his  memory.  The 
pathos  with  which  he  refers  to  old  associations, 
with  its  brief  but  touching  reminiscences,  gained 
it  universal  admiration. 

In  1861,  Mr.  Dawson,  without  solicitation  on  his 
part,  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Albany.  He 
held  the  office  six  years,  when  he  resigned,  being 
unwilling  to  continue  under  President  Johnson's 
administration,  which  he  opposed.  'I  his,  we  be- 
lieve, is  the  only  civil  office  he  ever  held.  Though 
abundantly  able  to  have  filled  a  prominent  place 
among  the  distinguished  politicians  of  his  day,  he 
had  little  fondness  for  official  life,  and  could  not 
consent,  for  the  sake  of  personal  interest  or  official 
advancement,  to  resort  to  the  weacisome  corre- 
spondence with  local  great  men,  and  to  those  plati- 
tudes necessary,  at  the  p'-es<^nt  day,  to  attain  the 
rewards  of  party  labor.  Adroit  and  keenly  saga- 
cious as  a  party  manager,  he  never  turned  to  his 
own  advantage  topics  which  happened,  for  the  mo- 
ment, to  attract  public  attention.  He  never  fished 
"with  ever  freshly-baited  hook  in  the  turbid  waters 
of  an  ephemeral  popularity." 

In  a  word,  George  Dawson  was  in  no  sense  a 
demagogue.  In  his  political  career  there  was 
no  shade  of  selfishness.  Had  he  been  willing  to 
purchase  advancement  at  the  price  often  paid 
for  it,  there  was  never  a  moment  from  the  time 
he  first  made  himself  felt  and  known,  that  he 
could  not  have  commanded  almost  anything  which 
his  party  could  bestow.  But,  as  we  have  said, 
he  desired  none  of  the  rewards  or  honors  of  party 
success.  Personally,  he  regarded  office  as  a  bur- 
den, an  obstacle  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  tastes. 
It  was  said  of  Mr.  Dawson  that  "his  vigorous  in- 
tellect— shrewd,  far-sighted  and  restless — impelled 
by  well-balanced  instincts  of  policy  and  aggressive- 
ness, furnished  with  all  that  general  knowledge 
which  the  newspaper  man  must  necessarily  acquire, 
lacked  that  breadth  of  classic  information,  that 
catholicity  of  tastes  and  sympathies,  which  are  de- 
manded to-day  in  the  average  leader  writer.  '  We 
do  not  believe  Mr.  Dawson  lacked  breadth  of  clas- 
sic information,  or  that  catholicity  of  taste  required 
by  an  editor  of  the  present  time.  We  ha%'e  already 
seen  how  ardently  in  his  youth  he  devoted  himself 
to  solitary  study,  and  how  he  familiarized  himself 
with  the  classics.  The  felicitous  classical  quota- 
tions with  which  his  writings  abound,  exhibit  the 
result  of  his  studies.  His  fondness  for  books 
through  his  whole  life  was  a  striking  characteristic; 


the  heart  of  his  home  was  his  library.  Hither  he 
retreated  from  the  cares  and  labors  of  his  business 
to  discourse  with  the  great  spirits  of  other  times, 
yielding  widi  unfailing  delight  to  the  lofty  stimulus 
of  great  minds,  communing  with  them  as  with 
I  familiar  friends.  We  believe  that  most  of  his 
leaders  rank  in  ability,  in  argumentative  and 
analytic  power  with  those  of  any  contemporary 
journal. 

\\'e  close  what  we  have  to  say  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Dawson  as  a  polidcal  writer,  in  the  language  of  an- 
other. "  He  was  a  man  of  magnificent  pluck.  He 
loved  thrust,  parry  and  retort  of  newspaper  battle. 
In  every  encounter  he  was  cool,  confident,  wary, 
sometimes  audacious.  He  spied  the  weak  point  in 
his  antagonist's  defense  and  made  his  lunge  instan- 
taneous with  the  discovery.  George  Daw>on's  last 
great  feat  in  journalism  was  an  assault  on  Roscoe 
Conkling;  indubitablv  the  most  severe,  pointed, 
and  serious  attack  to  which  Mr.  Conkling  has  ever 
been  exposed." 

We  have  thus  far  reviewed  the  life  and  career  of 
Mr.  Dawson  as  a  political  journalist  and  party 
leader.     Politics,  though  they  make  the  intellect 
active,  sagacious  and  inventive,  within  a  certain 
sphere,  generally  extinguish  its  thirst  for  universal 
truth,  paralyze  sentiment  and  imagination,  corrupt 
simplicity  of  mind,  destroy  confidence  in  human 
virtue,  and  finally  ends  in  cold  and  prudent  selfish- 
ness, if  not  in  that  insincerity  which  amounts  to 
t  turpitude.     Dawson,   however,    passed  through 
j  all  this  with  the  ardor  of  moral  feeling  and  the 
purity  and  enthusiasm  of  his  youth  uncontaminated. 
I  May  we  not  say  he  was  exalted  by  his  trial.'  It 
j  now  remains  to  consider  briefly  another  phase  of 
his  life. 

As  a  writer,  ]\Ir.  Dawson  devoted  his  pen  con- 
siderably to  literature.  His  powers  of  description, 
particularly  those  of  stream,  lake  and  forest,  have 
already  been  referred  to,  as  also  his  love  of  an- 
gling. His  description  of  the  manner  in  which  he 
indulged  this  love,  portrayed  in  his  admirable 
work,  entitled  "The  Pleasures  of  Angling,"  is  in- 
tensely interesting — an  excellent  model  of  angling 
literature — the  finished  work  of  a  mature  man  and 
graceful  writer,  natural  and  unaft'ected  in  style,  and 
brimful  of  sentiments  which  are  shared  b_\-  all 
genuine  followers  of  the  craft. 

He  loved  angling  for  its  refining  influences  and 
I  for  its  associations;  he  indulged  in  it  as  a  medi- 
cine, as  a  better  preventive  than  cure;  he  loved  it 
with  unselfish  devotion  and  courtesv.     "I  have," 
[  he  says,  in  one  of  his  essays  on  angling,  "often 
I  to  assure  my  critical  and  incredulous  friends  that 
I  it  is  by  no  means  all  of  fishing  to  fish.    The  appre- 
!  ciative  angler,  who  has  inherited  or  acquired  the 
j  true  spirit  of  the  art,  is  not  alone  happy  while  ply- 
i  ing  his  vocation,  but  happy  also  in  the  recollection 
I  of  what  has  been  and  the  anticipation  of  what  is  to 
j  be.  To  him,  memory  and  hope  are  equally  satisfy- 
i  ing,  the  one  luminous  with  the  sunshine  of  the  re- 
cent past,  and  the  other  all  aglow  with  the  assured 
cheer  of  the  near  future.     Xor  is  the  pleasure  de- 
rived from  a  review  of  the  last  outing,  wholly  or 
chiefly  associated  with  its  material  results.  'Cast- 
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ing  '  and  'striking' and 'killing'beloncr  to  the  mere  I 
mechanism  of  the  art.     Its  real  fascination  lies  in  | 
what  one  sees  and  feels  in  mountain  and  valley;  ! 
in  river  and  lake;  in  sunshine  and  shadow;  in  the  i 
exhilarating  atmosphere  and  delectable  odors  of  i 
the  virgin  forests;  in  the  music  of  singing  birds 
and  in  the  soothing  monotone  of  running  waters; 
in  the  quiet  and  repose  best  found  in  the  solitary 
places  where    anglers    most  do  congregate.  It 
strikes  me  like  the  sound  of  a  trumpet  to  remem- 
ber my  fights  with  three-pound  trout,  five-pound 
bass,  or  thirty-pound  salmon,  but  I  find  intenser 
ecstasy  when  I  recall  the  circumstances  and  sur- 
roundings   of  these   material  experiences.  The 
transparent  brook,  whose  ripples  were  rendered  as 
dazzling  as  molten  silver  by  sunshine  glints  which 
fell  upon  them  through  the  ever-waving  branches 
of  the  pine,  or  birch,  or  hemlock  which  over-arched 
it   like  a  benediction;    the   pellucid   waters  of 
river  or  lake,  whose  unrutiled  surface  trembled  as 
the  fly  and  leader  touched  its  bosom;  the  deep 
pool,  cast  into  deeper  .'•hadow  by  the  giant  bould- 
ers, near  which  the  lordly  salmon  rests  on  his  up- 
ward journey;  and  a  thousand  other  things  of  j 
beauty  which  fill  the  eye  and  ravish  the  senses 
while  watching  and   waiting  and  casting  for  a 
'  rise. ' 

"These  are  the  pictures  most  distinctly  i)hoto- 
graphed  upon   the  memory  of  the  appreciative  \ 
angler,  and  which  come  up  most  vividly  before 
him  when  he  looks  back  on  what  has  been." 

What  a  vivid  picture  this  !  Can  the  pencil's 
mimic  skill,  in  the  hand  of  the  most  accomplished 
artist,  throw  more  exquisite  coloring,  more  natural 
light  and  shade  blended  in  a  more  entrancing 
scene.'  Has  not  the  mind  that  can  thus  describe 
nature  penetrated  those  secret  recesses  of  the  soul 
where  poetry  is  born  and  nourished 

We  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Dawson  ever  wrote 
poetry,  but  he  had  an  imagination  which  might 
have  made  him  a  poet  had  he  indulged  it.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  poetic  fictions  of  great  intellects  are 
often  the  vehicles  of  the  sublimest  veriues;  that 
even  when  the  ktter  is  false  the  spirit  is  the  pro- 
foundest  wisdom  ;  and  he  enlivened  his  writings 
with  extracts  from  poets  bearing  the  seal  of  genius, 
inspiration,  learning  and  taste. 

In  1876,  he  published  his  book  already  alluded  to. 
This  work  was  first  published  in  sketches  in  the 
Evening  Journal,  at  long  intervals,  during  the  three 
years  antedating  its  appearance.  They  were  eagerly 
read,  and  added  largely  to  the  circulation  of  the 
paper.  When  the  work  appeared  it  was  immen.selv 
popular,  not  only  with  the  lovers  of  angling,  but 
■by  all  lovers  of  true  literary  merit,  and  still  contin- 
ues to  be  a  favorite  work  with  the  reading  public. 

Said  one  of  his  friends,  a  delightful  writer  and 
critic:  "Mr.  Dawson  wielded  a  trenchant  pen  ;  when 
he  turned  from  the  conflict  of  parties  to  the  praise 
of  his  favorite  pastime  '  of  simple  wise  men  ; '  his 
essays,  limpid  as  the  crystal  stream,  are  aglow  with 
the  soft  summer  sunlight,  and  melodious  with  the 
song  of  birds.  When  angling  was  the  theme,  he 
wrote  from  a  full  heart  and  closest  sympathy.  The  I 
effect  of  his  writings  is,  therefore,  magical,  like  ' 


that  of  the  mimic  players  in  Xenophon's  Memo- 
rabilia. He  who  reads,  if  he  be  an  angler,  must  go 
a  fishing;  and  if  he  be  not,  straightway  then  he  must 
become  one." 

This  is  the  feeling  which  the  reading  of  his 
"  Pleasures  of  Angling"  inspires.  It  is  descriptive 
of  his  fishing  adventures  in  the  waters  oftheCa.s- 
capcdia,  the  St.  Lawrence,  in  Canadian  streams, 
and  in  the  home  of  the  finny  tribes  of  our  own 
State  and  Pennsylvania.  He  introduces  the  reader 
to  his  delightful  friends  and  associates  in  these  ex- 
cursions, and,  finally,  ere  he  is  aware,  the  reader 
himself  is  one  of  the  party  engaged  in  the  exciting 
and  pleasurable  scenes. 

The  characteristics  of  Mr.  Dawson  which  secured 
respect  and  affection  are  not  difficult  to  depict;  for. 
with  the  qualities  wliich  made  him  eminent,  there 
were  blended  simplicity  and  artlessness  open  to 
every  eye.  He  possessed  excellences  which,  at 
first,  seemed  to  repel  each  other,  as  his  political 
aggressiveness,  though  in  truth  they  were  of  one 
genial  family.  In  the  political  contest  he  was 
aggressive,  triumphant  over  fear,  gathering  strength 
and  animation  as  the  conflict  deepened,  bound 
closer  to  duty  as  its  hardships  and  the  difficulties 
thatsurrounded  it  increased;  yet,  at  the  same  time,  he 
was  a  child  in  simplicity,  innocence  and  benignit}-. 

He  was  singularly  alive  to  the  domestic  aftec- 
tions.  In  the  bosom  of  his  family  he  exhibited  the 
deep  sympathies  and  afiections  of  his  nature.  His 
home  was  pervaded  by  his  love  as  by  the  sunlight, 
and  very  much  of  his  life  was  centered  there.  But 
the  peculiar  charm,  over  all,  lay  in  the  junction  of 
intellectual  power  with  religious  and  moral  worth; 
his  honor  was  superior  to  every  temptation  by 
which  the  world  could  assail  him. 

No  one  who  ever  met  Mr.  Dawson  in  the  so- 
cial circle  can  easily  forget  the  attraction  of  his 
manner  and  conversation,  for  he  possessed  the 
power  of  communicating  with  ease  and  interest 
the  riches  of  his  mind.  He  carried  into  societv  a 
cheerfulness  and  sunshine  of  soul  which,  without 
effort,  won  the  hearts  of  those  in  his  presence  to  a 
singular  degree. 

Mr.  Dawson  was  one  who  may  well  be  called  a 
Christian  gentleman.  As  early  as  1831.  in  the  early 
dawn  of  his  manhood,  he  united  with  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Rochester,  and  his  connection  with  that 
denomination  continued  to  the  dav  of  his  death. 

On  coming  to  reside  permanently  at  Albany,  he 
attended  the  North  Pearl  Street  Baptist  Church, 
which  then  stood  on  the  site  of  Perry  Building. 
The  North  Pearl  Street  Mission  had  been  estab- 
lished at  this  time,  under  the  auspices  of  this 
church,  on  North  Pearl  street,  above  Wilson,  and 
nearly  in  the  rear  of  Mr.  Dawson's  residence  on 
Ten  Broeck  street.  He  devoted  himself  to  the 
care  of  this  mission,  became  its  superintendent,  and 
through  his  efforts  it  was  finally  incorporated  untler 
the  name  of  the  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church,  with 
the  Rev.  J.  D.  Fulton,  pastor,  on  October  29,  18^9. 
After  that  time  Mr.  Dawson's  efforts  to  build  up 
and  add  to  the  new  church  were  unswerving.  The 
new  church  thrived  and  increased  in  membership 
to  such  an  extent  that  a  more  pretentious  edifice 
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became  necessary.  A  fine  site  on  the  corner  of 
Clinton  avenue  and  Ten  Broeck  street  vvas  pur- 
chased. It  cost  $20,000;  and  with  $54,000  addi- 
tional the  building  was  constructed.  On  February 
14,  1877,     ^^■''^s  formally  dedicated  and  occupied. 

During  the  work  of  building,  Mr.  Dawson  spent 
much  of  his  time  in  superintending  it.  How  much 
of  his  means  were  contributed  will  doubtless  never 
be  known,  as  he  was  as  unostentatious  as  he  was 
liberal  in  his  benefactions.  It  is  known,  however, 
that  his  contributions  were  very  large. 

His  zeal  in  the  cause  of  the  Church  did  not  end 
with  the  completion  of  the  Tabernacle  Baptist 
Church.  There  was  established,  in  North  Albany, 
a  Mission  School,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Taber- 
nacle Church.  To  the  promotion  of  this  enterprise, 
Mr.  Dawson  bent  his  efforts.  Every  Sunday  he 
was  found  attending  to  his  duty  there,  discussing 
doctrine  to  the  youthful  and  old  alike,  and  edu- 
cating them  in  the  knowledge  of  religion.  As  a 
lay  preacher  he  was  without  a  peer.  His  vigorous 
and  timely  discourses  will  long  be  remembered  by 
the  attendants  of  this  mission. 

The  various  pastors  of  the  Tabernacle  Church 
always  found  in  him  a  zealous  supporter;  and  the 
congregation  and  Sunday-school  a  disinterested 
friend. 

In  June,  1834,  Mr.  Dawson  was  united  by  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Nancy  ]\I.  Terrell,  a  native  of  Tol- 
land, Conn.  His  married  life  was  fortunate  and 
happy  ;  his  home,  as  before  said,  the  center  of 
happiness,  of  refinement  and  comfort.  Three  sons 
were  born  to  the  marriage  :  the  first  died  in  in- 
fancy; the  second,  George  S.  Dawson,  imbued  with 
a  patriotic  spirit,  entered  the  service  of  his  country  1 
in  the  darkest  days  of  the  rebellion,  and  gave  his 
life  to  the  cause  for  which  he  left  his  home  and  all 
its  attractions.  For  him,  in  recognition  of  his 
valor  and  patriotism,  the  well-known  George  S. 
Dawson  Post  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  of  Albany,  vvas 
named.  The  other  son,  Burritt  S. ,  with  Mrs. 
Dawson,  still  survives. 

After  retiring  from  active  life,  ]\Ir.  Dawson  gave 
more  of  his  time  to  his  favorite  pastime  of  angling, 
to  occasional  contributions  to  the  press,  to  works 
of  charity  and  benevolence,  and  to  the  society  of 
his  cherished  friends.    And   thus  the  afternoon 
sun  of  what  we  may  truly  call  his  beautiful  life,  | 
gradually  descended  toward  the  night.     But  that  | 
night  drew  on  much  sooner  than  his  robust  and  ' 
apparently  healthy   condition   indicated,  closing 
after  an  illness  of  less  than  a  week.     He  died  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1883,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

The  death  of  such  a  man,  as  might  be  expected, 
produced  a  profound  sensation.  Seldom  has  the 
death  of  any  one  in  this  State  called  forth  more 
general  expressions  of  sorrow  from  the  press  than 
the  death  of  Mr.  Dawson.  The  popular  favor 
which  he  enjoyed  in  such  unmeasured  profusion, 
was  indicated  in  many  ways.  Every  degree  of 
talent,  of  eloquence,  of  learning,  and  of  distinction 
laid  upon  his  fresh  made  tomb,  green  and  fragrant 
garlands. 

The  editorial  fraternity  of  the  city  met,  and  a 
QOtnrnittee  of  one  from  each  newspaper  represent- 


ed, was  appointed  to  prepare  an  expression  of  the 
collected  sense  of  the  profession  on  the  career  and 
character  of  Mr.  Dawson.  This  committee  was 
composed  of  St.  Clair  iMcKelway,  Argus  ;  T.  C. 
Callicot,  Times ;  J.  C.  Cuyler,  Express ;  Harold 
Frederick,  Journal ;  H.  i\I.  Rooker,  Press  and 
Knickerbocker  ;  R.  M.  Griffin,  Post  ;  Edward  Mig- 
gael,  Fnee  Blaeiier ;  Wm.  Kisselburgh,  Tmy  Tunes; 
john  A.  Place,  Osivego  Times;  Wm.  H.  McElroy, 
New  York  Tribune.  At  12.30  on  the  day  of  the 
funeral,  the  representatives  of  the  Albany  press, 
and  those  from  other  parts  of  the  State,  met  at  the 
City  Hall,  and  from  there  moved  in  a  body  to  the 
Tabernacle  Baptist  Church,  where  the  funeral  took 
place.  During  the  services  many  of  the  prominent 
places  of  business  were  closed  and  flags  were  at 
half-mast. 

Among  the  many  tributes  of  respect  paid  to  the 
memory  of  Mr.  Dawson,  was  one — the  act  of 
private  friendship — so  touchingly  appropriate  and 
beautiful,  that  we  cannot  refrain  from  describing  it; 
and  with  this  we  close  our  notice. 

In  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Tabernacle  Bap- 
tist Church,  Alban}',  there  was  erected  on  January 
3,  1885,  a  handsomely  proportioned,  highly-pol- 
ished granite  tablet,  bearing  the  following  inscrip- 
tion : 

George  Dawson. 
Born  March  14,  1813. 
Died  February    17,  1S83. 
His  renown  as  a  Journalist,  Author  and  Party  Leader; 
His  eminence  as  a  citizen  and  statesman; 

His  life  of  probity  and  spiritual  elevation, 
Commanded  the  admiration  of  all  who  value 
goodness  and  greatness. 
His  labor  and  munit'icence  in  its  establishment 
and  maintenance  endeared  him  to  this  church, 
in  which  he  illustrated  the  nobility  of  an 
exalted  Christian  manhood. 
Private  affection  placed  this  tablet  to  commemorate 
his  virtues  and  worth. 

This  chaste,  enduring  and  eloquent  memorial  of 
Mr.  Dawson  was  erected  by  Hon.  Hamilton  Har- 
ris, a  long  cherished  friend. 

Hugh  J.  Hastings  was  born  in  the  North  of  Ire- 
land, Autrust  20,  1S20,  and  came  to  this  country 
when  eight  years  of  age.  accompanied  bv  his 
mother,  brothers  and  sisters,  his  father  having 
preceded  them.  The  family  settled  in  Albany. 
There  were  eight  children,  Hugh  being  next  to 
the  eldest.  He  began  work  at  an  early  age,  and 
helped  support  his  parents  and  the  younger  chil- 
dren. His  first  labors  were  as  an  errand  boy  in 
a  dry  goods  store  in  William  street.  New  York. 
This  kind  of  work,  however,  was  unsatisfactory  to 
the  ambitious  boy,  who  longed  for  a  chance  to 
better  his  condition.  He  was  a  great  reader,  and 
managed,  by  utilizing  his  spare  time,  to  acquire 
much  general  infonnatir>n. 

His  tastes  led  to  writing  for  the  newspapers,  and. 
being  encouraged  by  the  success  of  his  first  at- 
tempts, he  resolved  to  make  newspaper  writing  his 
business.  Pie  was  first  a  reporter  on  the  Alba?iy 
Evening  Journal.  In  1840  he  assumed  the  publi- 
cation of  a  Whig  campaign  paper  called  the  Union. 
At  the  close  of  the  canvass  he  became  a  reporter 
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on  the  Albany  Alias,  and  made  quite  a  hit  by  the 
crisp,  lively  manner  in  which  he  wrote  up  local 
items.  But  the  measure  of  his  ambition  was  not 
to  be  filled  in  this  way.  He  longed  to  have  a 
newspaper  of  his  own,  and  he  resolved  to  have  one. 
With  a  capital  of  only  S7. 50,  he  founded  the 
Albany  Knickerbocker  in  1843,  a  daily  paper,  which 
grew  to  be  very  valuable  property  and  an  able  and 
influential  journal. 

Mr.  Hastings  also  took  an  active  part  in  politics. 
His  natural  talents  lay  in  that  direction,  and  he 
entered  into  the  field  of  political  discussion  with  a 
vigor  that  was  the  result  of  a  lively  inborn  interest 
in  the  subject.  He  was  for  "Tippecanoe  and 
Tyler  too,"  before  he  was  able  to  vote.  He  ad- 
mired Clay,  and  was  a  great  friend  of  General 
Taylor,  who,  when  he  became  President,  made 
Mr.  Hastings  Collector  of  the  Port  of  Albany.  He 
resigned  this  position  when  President  Fillmore 
assumed  office.  • 

In  1867,  he  determined  to  embark  in  metropoli- 
tan journalism,  and  purchased  a  controlling  inter- 
est in  the  Xeiv York  Commercial  Advertiser,  of  which 
he  was  editor  and  proprietor  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Mr.  Hastings  was  passionately  fond  of  his 
newspaper  work,  but  was  preparing  to  leave  the 
active  conduct  of  the  paper  to  his  nephew,  John 
Hastings,  and  the  publication  entirely  to  his  son- 
in-law,  Mr.  Ward.  In  1843,  married  iNIiss 
Mary  Keeler,  daughter  of  jMr.  Henry  Keeler,  of 
Albany.  The  fruits  of  this  marriage  were  four  chil- 
dren, three  daughters  and  one  son.  One  daughter 
was  married  to  Dr.  Henry,  and  another  to  Mr. 
Ward,  the  business  manager  of  the  Commercial  Ad- 
verliser.  Mr.  Hastings  d'ed  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  September,  18S3,  after  a  life  that  made  a 
mark 

Hon.  DANIEL  MANNING. 

Hon.  Daniel  Manning  was  born  in  Albany,  Au- 
gust 16,  183 1.  He  was  of  sturdy  parentage,  which, 
in  its  ancestral  lines,  ran  into  Irish,  English,  and 
Dutch  sources,  combining  the  main  stocks  which 
have  settled  Albany,  and  impressed  upon  its  life 
and  growth  its  staid  qualities  with  its  progressive 
movement.  From  earliest  boyhood  he  felt  the 
desire  and  formed  the  purpose  of  self-help.  While 
at  school,  the  disposition  to  be  doing  was  dominant 
in  him.  It  was  his  conviction,  before  he  could 
shape  it  into  statement,  that  he  could  unite  the  get- 
ting of  an  education  with  the  work  of  supporting 
himself.  He  resisted  the  policy  of  confining  him- 
self to  the  routine  of  schooling  for  a  set  number  of 
years  before  he  attacked  industry  itself  So,  as  soon 
as  he  acquired  the  rudiments  of  learning,  he  ob- 
tained, at  eleven  years  of  age,  a  situation  as  boy-of- 
all-work  in  the  office  of  the  Albany  Ailas,  which 
was  subsequently  merged  into  the  Arirus,  with 
which  establishment  he  has  ever  since  been  con- 
nected, rising  through  every  stage  of  service  to  the 
presidency  of  the  company  and  the  executive  pro- 
prietorship. In  this  adherence  to  one  vocation  in 
one  establishment,  the  qualities  of  attachment,  {)er- 
sistence  and  application,  for  which  he  is  rightly 
noted,  are  exemplified. 


Many  are  the  relations  and  responsibilities  grow- 
ing out  of  his  connection  with  the  Argus,  but  they 
all  radiate  from  it;  and  the  journal  and  his  own 
personality  have  had  a  marked  reciprocal  influence 
upon  one  another.  The  three-fold  form  of  news- 
paper work  is  apparent.  It  comprises  printing, 
literary  work,  and  business  management,  to  each 
of  which  Mr.  Manning  served  a  long  tutelage,  and 
in  each  of  which  he  mastered  the  art.  From  one 
to  the  other  he  graduated  in  due  course.  Overall 
of  them  he  qualified  himself  to  exercise  supervision. 
By  thorough  knowledge  of  the  details  of  each 
branch,  he  became  able  to  manage  them  simul- 
taneously in  their  affiliated  bearings,  however  large 
or  however  minute.  His  life  has  been  spent  in  the 
city  of  his  birth.  His  associates  have  been  those 
who  were  the  companions  of  his  youth.  His 
political  opinions  have  been  in  harmony  with  the 
journal  which  he  has  promoted.  The  position  of 
that  journal  in  the  poliUcs  of  the  State,  and  the 
nation,  has  required  him  to  scrutinize  and  weigh 
the  large  responsibilities  which,  in  time,  he  has  had 
to  wield  and  temper  in  its  name. 

Journalism  is  becoming  the  educating  force  of 
the  people  who  have  to  do  with  it.  Most  of  all,  is 
it  an  educating  force  to  those  who,  from  boyhood 
to  mature  manhood,  have  had  to  do  with  it  in  all 
its  trinity  of  activity.  Mr.  ^Manning's  career,  passed 
at  the  center  of  political  competition  of  the  Empire 
State,  has  partaken  of  the  administration  of  succes- 
sive Governors  and  the  course  of  successive  Legisla- 
tures. It  has  brought  him  into  relations  of  con- 
fidence and  co-operation  with  many  able  minds. 
It  has  tested  the  qualities  by  which  influence  is 
wrought  or  wrecked.  It  has  been  a  school  of 
faculty  and  character,  conceivably  second  to  none 
other  in  American  affairs.  It  can  be  advisedly  said 
that  Mr.  Manning's  discharge  of  every  trust  in  this 
relation  has  earned  him  promotion  to  one  beyond 
it,  until  he  reached  the  summit  of  opportunity  and 
power  in  the  field  in  which  he  worked.  From  the 
time  of  his  identification  with  the  news  and  editorial 
work  of  the  Argus,  his  reladon  was  a  most  con- 
fidenti  d  one.  He  represented  the  paper  in  the 
Legislature,  in  which  it  has  always  been  recognized 
as  the  monitor  and  exponent  of  one  of  the  great 
contending  parties.  Its  duty  was  to  organize,  lead, 
reflect,  and  restrain  its  party  clientele,  and  to  ex- 
ample the  press  of  its  party  in  the  State  always;  and 
often  in  the  nation.  Prevision,  ste.idiness,  sagacity, 
and  honor  were  demanded.  The  vigilance  and 
power  of  great  antagonists  had  to  be  challemied. 
The  irresponsible  freedom  of  remote  journalism 
was  impossible.  In  this  work,  Mr.  Manning  was 
the  assistant  of  Calvert  Comstock,  the  partner  of 
William  Cassidy;  and  he  became  the  successor  of 
both.  He  never  afVected  their  ornament  of  method; 
but  his  tempering  thought,  worUUy  wisdom,  ever 
sedate  judgment,  imperturbable  repose,  and  far- 
reaching  sight,  were  helpful  to  their  brilliant  pow- 
ers of  statement:  and  his  share  in  their  successes 
and  reputation  is  no  small  one. 

No  public  man  of  either  party  in  State  service  at 
Albany  for  vears  past,  has  failed  to  feel  the  govern- 
ing strength  of  Mr.  Manning's  mind  on  the  higher 
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and  larger  interests  of  politics,  Fie  grew  to  his 
influence  by  long  and  legitimate  prep^aration.  On 
the  death  of  Mr.  Cassidy,  in  1S73,  Mr.  iNIanning 
took  full  charge  of  the  Argus  and  became  president 
of  the  company.  Since  then,  his  political  life  has 
been  one  of  unsought  prominence  and  influence 
within  the  party  in  the  State,  antl,  latterly,  through- 
out the  Union.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic State  Convention  which  met  at  Syracuse  in 
1874,  and  nominated  Governor  Tilden,  and  of 
every  Democratic  State  Convention  during  the 
succeeding  ten  years.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Democratic  State  Committee  since  1S76,  and 
was  its  Secretary  in  1879  and  1880.  and  its  Chair- 
man in  1881,  1S82,  18S3,  and  1884.  In  1876,  he 
was  one  of  the  seventy-two  delegates  from  New 
York  to  the  National  Convention  at  St.  Louis, 
which  nominated  Governor  Tilden  for  the  presi- 
dency. He  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  dele- 
gation to  the  National  Convention  at  Cincinnati, 
which  nominated  General  Hancock,  in  18S0,  and 
was  unanimously  chosen  its  chairman.  His  part 
in  the  presidential  contest  of  1884  has  passed  into 
history.  Nothing  that  could  be  said  in  these  pages 
would  add  to  its  repute.  Comment  on  his  ability 
as  an  organizer,  his  knowledge  of  men  and  meas- 
ures, and  his  skill  in  reconciling  conflicting  in- 
terests, would  be  forceless  side  by  side  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  results  of  their  influence  upon  the 
political  history  of  the  period.  Avoiding  serious 
collision  with  the  opponents  of  Mr.  Cleveland  at 
the  Democratic  State  Convention  at  Saratoga,  by  his 
tact  and  ingenuity,  Mr.  Manning  was  instrumental 
in  securing  a  two-thirds  majority  of  the  State  dele- 
gation for  the  nomination  of  his  candidate. 

At  the  Chicago  Convention,  he  was  unanimously 
chosen  Chairman  of  the  New  York  Delegation. 
From  the  first  he  was  implicitly  trusted  by  his  own 
delegation;  and,  from  early  in  the  deliberations  of 
the  Convention,  by  the  Cleveland  delegates  from 
all  parts  of  the  Union.  E.xhibiting  rare  tact  in 
handling  questions  as  they  arose,  he  met  emer- 
gencies with  admirable  insight  and  promptiiud'*, 
and  accomplished  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Cleveland 
in  a  manner  which  won  the  approval  of  the 
country  at  large.  But  with  that  great  task  achiev- 
ed, the  work  ^Ir.  Manning  had  in  hand,  both  as 
Chairman  of  the  State  Committee  and  as  Governor 
Cleveland's  chosen  friend  and  adviser,  was  only 
begun.  There  followed  a  campaign  memorable 
for  its  conflicting  elements,  and  marred  by  fac- 
tional animosities  and  bitter  personalities  hitherto 
unknown.  The  herculean  task  was  before  the 
managers  of  the  Democratic  party  of  healing,  or 
at  least  checking,  its  internal  dissensions  in  New 
York.  Upon  Mr.  Manning,  in  great  measure, 
devolved  this  apparently  impossible  work.  Har-  1 
mony  was  measurably  secured  upon  national  issues, 
thus  assuring  the  success  of  the  party  in  the  State 
and  the  casting  of  New  York's  decisive  electoral 
vote  for  Cleveland  and  Hendricks.  The  same 
courageous  and  quiet  dignity  that  marked  Mr. 
Manning's  conduct  during  the  campaign,  and  with  j 
which  he  had  met  the  fierce  tactics  of  the  forces  | 
arrayed  against  Mr.  Cleveland,  characterized  his  | 


work  during  the  trying  period  succeeding  the  elec- 
tion, when  desperate  opponents  were  clamorously 
charging  fraud  upon  the  Democratic  management, 
and  claiming  the  election  of  Mr.  lilaine  with  a 
persistent  plausibility  that  for  a  time  deceived  more 
than  half  the  country. 

Much  of  the  aggressive  work  the  State  Democ- 
racv  has  accom]jlished  within  the  last  twelve  years 
has  been  shaped  by  Mr.  ^Manning's  influence  upon 
its  organization  and  policy.  To  the  duties  before 
exercised  by  Dean  Richmond,  and  then  by  Samuel 
J.  Tilden,  in  the  leadership  of  leaders,  Mr.  Man- 
ning has  succeeded,  and  has  impressed  on  the  posi- 
tion his  own  methods  and  qualities.  These  com- 
prise a  confident  reliance  on  principle,  and  on  the 
public  capacity  and  disposition  to  respond  to  it;  a 
making  of  issues  broad,  sharp  and  commanding; 
a  policy  of  campaigning  marked  by  candor,  evi- 
dence and  aggression;  a  calculation  of  the  people 
as  the  decisive  factor.  His  trust  in  the  honesty  and 
intelligent  self  interest  of  the  masses  is  marked. 
His  perceptions  are  intellectual,  his  tactics  are 
ethical;  his  consciousness  that  neither  political 
party  is  as  good  as  it  ought  to  be,  leads  him  to 
strive  to  make  the  one  with  which  he  acts  better. 
His  relations  with  the  statesmen  of  his  party  have 
long  been  inumate,  and  the  best  of  them  are  his 
personal  friends.  Never  relishing,  and  reluctantly 
accepting,  political  responsibilities,  Mr.  Manning 
would  now  retire  from  them  altogether,  and  would 
have  done  so  long  since  had  he  been  permitted  to 
act  upon  his  own  choice.  Never  consenting  to 
hold  political  place,  though  often  urged  to  do  so, 
his  political  stewardship  has  been  marked  by  prin- 
ciple, by  high  honor,  courage  and  unselfishness. 
The  placing  of  a  great  party  in  a  position  to  de- 
serve and  to  achieve  success,  is  to  him  far  more 
important  than  any  personal  credit  that  he  may 
derive  from  it. 

In  the  affairs  of  his  native  citv,  no  man  has  at- 
tained to  greater  influence  than  Mr.  Manning,  yet 
no  one  has  more  sturdily  refused  to  identify  himself 
with  official  position.  He  has  recognized  a  sole 
duty  in  administering  unselfishly  and  unhamperedly 
the  great  pMblic  journalistic  and  unofficial  political 
trusts  which  have  been  his.  His  business  gifts 
have,  however,  not  permitted  him  to  devote  them 
exclusively  to  the  work  of  publishing.  He  has 
long  been  a  Director  for  the  City  in  the  Albany  and 
Susquehanna  Railway  Company.  From  1S69  to 
1S82,  when  he  resigned,  he  was  a  Director  in  the 
National  Savings  Bank  (A  Albany.  In  1S73  he 
became  a  Director  in  the  National  Commercial 
Bank  of  Albany;  in  iSSi  he  was  chosen  its  Yice- 
President;  and  upon  the  death  of  Robert  H.  Pruyn, 
in  1882,  he  succeeded  to  the  presidency.  He  be- 
came a  Park  Commissioner  of  the  City  in  1873, 
and  resigned  the  charge  in  18S4:  and  is  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Fort  Orange  Club. 

Married  to  Miss  Mary  Little,  a  lady  of  English 
parentage,  he  sufferetl  her  loss  by  death  in  1SS2. 
Two  sons  and  two  daughters  are  the  crown  of  this 
union.  His  sons  are  James  Hilton  and  Frederick 
Clinton  ^Manning,  the  former  b:ing  managing 
editor  of       Albany  Argus.     In  November,  1884, 
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Mr.  Manning  married  Miss  iNIary  Margaretta 
Fryer,  daughter  of  William  J.  Fryer,  of  Albany. 
His  brother,  John  B.  I\Ianning,  was  elected  ^Fayor 
of  Buffalo  as  the  successor  of  Grover  Cleveland, 
now  President  of  the  United  States.  A  life  of  be- 
neficent activity,  cultured  by  informing  studies, 
ballasted  with  many  responsibilities,  tempered  by 
intercourse  and  friendship  with  able  and  illustrious 
men,  and  inspired  by  a  high  and  practical  sense  of 
honor  and  duty,  has  been  that  of  Daniel  ]\Ian- 
ning,  who,  still  in  the  prime  of  his  faculties,  has, 
it  is  hoped,  many  years  of  honor  and  usefulness 
before  him,  in  which  his  past  would  be  a  proof  of 
his  probity  and  power.  And  it  is  an  excellent  at- 
testation of  the  possibilities  and  product  of  what 
is  best  in  American  character,  by  self-help,  under 
American  institutions. 

Mr.  Manning  now  fills  the  distinguished  po- 
sition of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the  cabinet 
of  President  Grover  Cleveland,  the  duties  of  which 
he  is  believed  to  be  discharging  with  characteristic 
independence,  industry  and  energ}-,  and  with  due 
fealty  to  party  and  country  as  he  regards  his  obli- 
gations to  both.  He  entered  upon  the  duties  of 
this  appointment  March  4,  1885. 

JOEL  MUNSELL. 

Joel  Munsell  was  born  in  Northfield,  Mass., 
April  14,  1808.  His  parents  were  Hezekiah  and 
Cynthia  (Payne)  Munsell,  who  came  from  Hart- 
ford, Ct.,  to  Northfield.  Here  young  Munsell 
spent  the  first  seventeen  years  of  his  life  in  boyish 
sports,  in  the  schools  of  the  town,  and  in  working 
with  his  father  at  the  trade  of  a  wheelwright.  At  the 
age  of  17,  in  1825,  he  was  a  regular  apprentice  in 
the  printing-office  of  the  Franklin  Post  and  Chris- 
tian Freeman,  published  in  the  near  village  of 
Greenfield.  December,  1826,  found  him  still  "at 
the  case,"  but  at  another  office  in  the  same  village. 
John  Denio,  his  ne.xt  employer,  took  him  to  Al- 
bany, the  next  May,  as  his  clerk  in  a  bookstore. 
But  he  was  a  printer,  and  preferred  this  art.  After 
a  month  on  the  Natiojiat  Observer,  published  by 
Solomon  Southwick,  he  was,  about  the  ist  of  Jan- 
uary, 1828,  a  journeyman  printer,  two  days  in  the 
week,  on  the  Masonic  Record;  helping  Mr.  Denio 
in  his  bookstore  at  spare  moments;  and  printing, 
editing,  publishing,  and  distributing  from  door  to 
door  his  own  paper,  the  Albany  Minerva.  He 
issued  eight  numbers.  Much  of  his  time  was  now 
spent  in  reading,  studying,  and  making  collections 
of  papers  and  binding  them.  His  employment  for 
a  second  time,  for  a  few  months,  in  Mr.  Denio's 
bookstore,  and  in  job  work  and  journeyman  work 
on  various  newspapers,  as  he  was  needed,  occupied 
him  quite  busily  for  nearly  a  year  and  a  half,  end- 
ing June,  1829.  From  this  date  until  his  return 
to  Albany,  January  4,  1830,  he  was  visiting  friends 
in  Northfield  and  seeking  a  journeyman's  work  in 
Hartford  and  New  Haven.  Having  no  steadv  em- 
ployment at  his  trade,  he  gave  his  spare  hours  in 
New  Haven  to  attending  lectures  and  reading  use- 
ful works  in  science  and  literature.  In  Albany 
again,  he  spent  a  few  more  years  in  irregular  em- 


ployment as  a  printer.     But   like   many  other 
printers,  whose  lives  have  become  eminently  useful 
and  successful,  his  simple  habits  of  economy  and 
I  constant  devotion  to  gaining  valuable  knowledge 
I  did  not  forsake  him. 

In  1834,  he  was  associated  with  Henry  D.  Stone, 
for  two  or  three  years,  in  the  successful  publication 
of  the  jMicroscope.  From  his  savings  he  purchased 
material  in  October,  1836,  and  set  up  a  job  print- 
ing-office for  himself  at  58  State  street.  Here  his 
skill  and  industry  found  appreciation.  In  these 
respects  he  had  no  superior.  "Joel  Munsell.  the 
Albany  printer,"  from  this  time  forth  made  himself 
more  fully  known  as  the  master  of  his  art,  as  the 
enterprising  publisher,  the  faithful  annoiater  and 
compiler,  and  the  generous  friend  of  students  and 
writers  in  genealogv,  local  history,  and  antiquities. 
A  list  of  books  and  pamphlets  of  this  kind  from  his 
press  makes  a  volume.  We  can  name  but  few  here. 
His  volumes  are  seen  and  his  imprint  known 
wherever  books  are  read  by  intelligent  students  ot 
American  history  and  genealogy.  The  first  work 
compiled  and  published  by  him  was  called  "Out- 
lines of  the  History  of  Printing,"  in  1839. 

Albany  owes  him  much  for  work  done  upon  its 
local  history.  His  "Annals  of  Albany,"  in  10 
volumes,  i2mo,  were  begun  in  1849  and  finished 
in  1859.  "Collections  on  the  History  of  Albany," 
in  4  volumes,  royal  8vo,  were  issued  between  1S65 
and  1871.  They  embody  a  mass  of  matter  relat- 
ing to  the  earlier  and  later  history  of  Albany,  which, 
with  the  help  of  indexes,  is  exceedingly  valuable 
for  reference.  Their  preparation  shows  fondness  for 
work,  patient  industry,  great  courage,  and  consci- 
entious fidelity.  He  was  much  aided  in  some 
parts  of  the  work  by  Professor  Jonathan  Pearson, 
of  Union  College,  and  others.  He  must  have 
spent  untold  hours  among  old  records,  old  news- 
papers, and  old  tombstones,  to  have  amassed  such 
an  amount  of  unassorted  material. 

Another  monument  of  his  industry  is  found  in 
"The  Every  Day  Book  of  Flistory  and  Chronol- 
ogy," compiled  by  him  and  published  in  two 
volumes,  i2mo,  in  1843. 

"  ''Vebster's  Annual  Almanac,"  started  by  Charles 
R.  \\'ebster  in  1784,  had  been  prepared  and  issued 
by  Mr.  Munsell  since  1843;  and  is  now  continued 
by  his  youngest  son.  Frank.  Some  volumes  of  the 
Albany  Directory  were  prepared  and  published 
by  Mr.  Munsell.  "Joel  Munsell's  Sons,"  Charles 
and  Frank,  are  still  carrying  on  his  work  as  printer 
at  82  State  street. 

In  the  field  of  local  journalism,  Mr.  Munsell. 
besides  X'ix'S,  o\\x\  Albany  iMinerva,  published  in  1S40. 
a  daily  campaign  paper,  edited  by  Hon.  Daniel  D. 
Barnard;  in  1842,  The  Lads' s  Magazine,  edited  by 
E.  G.  Squier;  also.  The  Northern  Star  and  Freeman  s 
Advocate,  in  1844;  The  Spectator,  edited  by  Rev.  Dr. 
W.  B.  Sprague.  in  1845;  The  Guard,  an  Odd  Fel- 
lows' paper,  edited  by  C.  C.  Burr  and  John  Fanner; 
I  also,  at  various  times,  2he  Ne7i<  I'ork  Stale  JA- 
I  chanir.  The  Unionist,  The  State  Register,  The  Tpo- 
j  graphical  Miscellany,  The  Nnv  Fork  Teacher,  The 
I  Morning  F.xpress.  and  The  Daily  Statesman.  Some 
1  of  these  were  partly  edited  by  him,  and  contribu- 
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tions  from  his  pen,  on  matters  of  local  importance, 
were  frequent. 

Ten  volumes  of  valuable  historical  matter  were 
issued  by  him,  in  limited  editions,  with  excellent 
paper,  4to  size,  and  faultless  typography.  They 
were  called  "  Munsell's  Historical  Series,"  and 
published,  as  were  his  "Historical  Collections," 
and  many  other  volumes,  at  a  pecuniary  loss.  He 
scarcely  ever  refused  to  put  in  print  a  valuable 
manuscript,  because  "  it  wouldn't  pay. "  His  un- 
selfish zeal  for  the  preservation  of  historic  truth  led 
him  to  forget  the  question,  "Is  there  monev  in 
it.?" 

Mr.  Munsell  took  great  interest  in  that  valuable 
quarterly,  now  in  the  forty-first  year  of  its  publica- 
tion, called  the  Nnv  E?ighind  Historic-Genealogical 
Register,  of  Boston,  which  he  published  for  three 
years. 

He  was  one  of  the  original  founders  and  constant 
members  of  the  Albany  Institute,  and  published  its 
Transactions  and  Proceedings.  For  forty  years,  up 
to  his  death,  he  was  its  treasurer. 

For  forty-three  years  he  was  a  faithful  supporter 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  this  city,  and  one  of  its 
tiustees  for  over  twenty  years.    Many  historical,  i 
genealogical,   and  antiquarian   societies   showed  | 
their  appreciation  of  his  great  life  work  by  electing  ! 
him  an  honorary  member. 

He  died  after  a  brief  illness,  January  15,  1880. 
He  had  worn  himself  out.  His  funeral  was 
largely  attended  by  the  members  of  the  press,  the 
Albany  Institute,  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  many  1 
citizens,  who  sincerely  mourned  the  loss  of  a  most 
useful  man.  All  who  knew  him  esteemed  him 
highly. 

He  was  small  in  stature.  In  expression  he  was 
usually  cheerful;  his  features,  in  his  later  years,  told 
of  thoughtful  care  and  hard  work.  In  conversation 
he  was  often  jocose  and  facetious.  In  manner  he 
was  quiet  and  unobtrusive,  but  always  easily  ap- 
proached. His  portrait,  appropriately  inserted  in 
its  early  pages,  illustrates  this  work. 

One  of  the  most  distinguished  characters  in  the 
history  of  journalism  of  Albany  County,  is  Solomon' 
SouTHWicK.  Not  only  was  he  conspicuous  as  a 
journalist,  but  his  influence  as  a  politician  was,  at 
one  time,  almost  unbounded,  approximating  that 
of  more  modern  political  leaders. 

Mr.  Southwick  was  born  in  Newport,  R.  I., 
December  25,  1773.  His  father  was  early  identi- 
fied with  the  struggle  for  American  independence. 
He  was  a  printer,  and  editor  of  the  Ntivport  iMer- 
cttry,  a  journal  heartily  committed  to  the  cause  of 
independence.  His  patriotism  drew  upon  him  the 
hatred  of  the  Tories,  and  cost  him  a  hard-earned 
fortune,  compelling  his  son  to  begin  life  in  a  bit- 
ter struggle  with  poverty. 

After  engaging  in  several  humble  employments, 
young  Southwick  drifted  to  New  York  City,  where 
he  apfirenticed  himself  in  a  printing  establishment. 
The  Albayiy  Register  was  then  conducted  by  his 
brother-in-lav\-,  John  Barber. 

After  remaining  in  New  York  a  little  over  a  year, 
young  Southwick  went  to  Albany  as  an  assistant  in  \ 


the  office  of  Mr.  Barber.  His  ability  and  industry 
very  soon  made  him  INIr.  Barber's  partner. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Barber  in  1808,  Mr.  South- 
wick succeeded  to  his  interest  in  the  paper.  His 
talents,  energv  and  ambition  soon  placed  him  at 
the  head  of  the  Democratic  party,  of  which  the 
Register  was  the  organ  and  champion. 

He  continued  in  cliarge  of  the  Register  for  many 
years,  during  wliich  time  he  successively  held  the 
position  of  Clerk  of  the  Assembly,  Clerk  of  the 
Senate,  Sheritf  of  the  County,  Manager  of  the  State 
Literature  Lottery,  State  Printer,  Regent  of  the  Uni- 
versity, and  Postmaster  of  Albany.  After  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  Register,  he  established  and  con- 
ducted an  agricultural  paper  called  the  Plought'ov, 
first,  under  the  anonymous  designation  of  Henry 
Homespun,  Jr.,  and  subsequently  in  his  own  name. 
At  about  the  same  period,  he  became  editor  of  the 
Christian  Visitant,  a  periodical  devoted  to  the  inter- 
ests of  religion  and  morality,  and  to  the  refutation 
of  infidel  principles.  Subsequently  he  assumed 
editorial  charge  of  the  National  Democrat,  during 
which  time  he  presented  himself  to  the  electors  of 
the  State  as  a  candidate  for  Governor,  in  opposition 
to  the  regularly  nominated  candidate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  Joseph  C.  Yates.  During  the  preva- 
lence of  the  anti-masonic  excitement,  he  established, 
and  for  several  years  conducted,  the  National  Ob- 
server, a  prominent  organ  of  anti-masonry,  and 
was  soon  after  nominated  as  candidate  of  that  party 
for  the  chief  magistracy,  in  opposition  to  Martin 
Van  Buren  and  Smith  Thompson. 

Failing  of  success,  and  disgusted  with  the  mani- 
fold vexations  of  political  strife,  he  withdrew  from 
the  turbulent  arena  of  public  life,  and  sought  in  the 
congenial  atmosphere  of  the  domestic  and  social 
circle  that  happiness  and  peace  of  mind  which  he 
had  failed  to  experience  in  the  restless  career  of 
persona!  and  political  ambition. 

The  remainder  of  his  life  was  devoted  to  study, 
to  his  family  fireside,  and  to  the  dissemination  of 
religious,  moral,  and  intellectual  truth. 

From  1 83 1  to  1837,  he  delivered  a  course  of 
lectures  on  the  Bible;  another  on  Temperance;  and 
anothe"-  on  Self-F2ducation,  which  were  much  ad- 
mired. He  published  the  "  Letters  of  a  Layman  " 
under  the  signature  of  Sherlock. 

This  publication  was  followed  by  "Five  Letters 
to  Young  Men,  by  An  Old  Man  of  Sixty.  ' 

For  the  last  two  years  of  his  life  he  conducted 
the  editorial  department  of  the  Family  Navspaper, 
published  by  his  son,  Alfred  Southwick. 

On  the  iSth  of  November,  1S39,  while  returning 
with  Mrs.  Southwick  from  a  social  visit  at  the 
house  of  a  friend,  he  was  attacked  by  an  affection 
of  the  heart,  which  terminated  fitally.  His  age  was 
sixty-six. 

Few  men  ever  experienced  more  vicissitudes  of 
fortune  than  Mr.  Southwick.  He  was  a  self-made 
man,  owing  all  his  knowledge  and  mental  culture, 
his  success  and  distinction  in  life,  to  his  own  ex- 
ertions. He  loved  to  encourage  the  laboring 
classes,  the  young,  the  obscure  and  friendless:  to 
teach  them  the  knowledge  of  their  power  and  to 
aid  the  advancement  of  their  personal  and  pecuni- 
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ary  interests.  His  address  at  the  opening  of  the 
Apprentices'  Library  in  Albany  was  an  earnest,  im- 
passioned and  eloquent  appeal  in  behalf  of  the 
young  mechanic. 

A  few  months  previous  to  his  death,  he  projected 
the  establishment  of  a  literary  and  .scientific  insti- 
tute in  this  city,  to  be  placed  under  his  personal 
control  and  supervision,  for  the  purpose  of  afl'ord- 
ing  the  requisite  facilides  to  young  men  desirous 
of  pursuing  a  course  of  self  education. 

In  person,  Mr.  Southwick  was  somewhat  under 
the  medium  size,  with  a  countenance  full  of  be- 
nignity, and  expressive  of  an  enthusiastic,  ardent 
and  sanguine  temperament.  An  insidious  disease, 
the  result  of  sedentary  and  studious  habits,  had  un- 
dermined his  health  and  deprived  the  evening  of 
his  life  of  that  full  enjoyment  which  he  might 
otherwise  have  enjoyed. 

LUTHER  TUCKER. 

Luther  Tucker  was  born  in  Brandon,  Ver- 
mont, May  7,  1802.    The  death  of  his  mother, - 
which  followed  almost  immediately,  broke  up  the 
family — his  father  and  the  older  children  shortly 
afterward  joining  the  tide  of  migration  to  which  I 
Vermont  has  always  furnished  so  large  an  army  of  [ 
recruits,   while  the    subject    of  this  notice  was 
adopted  in  the  house  where  he  had  been  cared  for 
in  the  hours  of  motherless  infancy.    At  the  age  of 
fourteen  he  was  apprenticed  to  Timothy  C.  Strong, 
a  printer,  of  ^liddlebury,  encountering,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  instruction  he  received,  the  rough 
fare  and  hard  work  that  were  natural  enough  at 
the  time,  but  very  different  from  the  customs  of  the 
present.     Mr.  Strong  removed  to  Palmyra,  N.  Y., 
in  181 7,  taking  the  young  apprentice  with  him;  j 
but  the  connection  between    them    ended    two  j 
years  later,  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  ! 
apprendceship.    Mr.  Tucker  thus  entered  upon  the  ! 
■  prosecution  of  his  craft  as  a  journeyman  somewhat  i 
prematurely,  making  his  way,   with  intervals  of 
work  at  various  intermediate  points,  toward  his  old 
friends  in  Vermont,  for  whom  and  for  his  native 
hills,  then,  as  through  all  subsequent  changes,  he 
entertained  the  warmest  affection.   A  tour  of  work, 
on  which  he  soon  set  out,  carried  him,  in  the 
course  of  the  five  succeeding  years,  to  various 
points  in  the  north  and  east,  and  to  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,    Washington,    and    New    York.  In 
the  spring  of  1825,  he  entered  into  partnership,  at 
Jamaica,  Long  Island,  with  Mr.  Henry  C.  Sleight, 
whose   business  was  chiefly   the    publication  of 
standard  works  for  New  York  houses.    Some  vol- 
umes, now  in  possession  of  his  sons,  bearing  the 
imprint  of  Sleight  &  Tucker,  chiefly  English  re-  i 
prints  of  a  moral  or  theological  kind,  are  strikingly  | 
characteristic  of  the  condition  of  American  publish-  | 
ing  at  the  time;  but,  in  freedom  from  typographical 
errors  and  e.xcellence  of  press- work,  they  suffer 
nothing  in  comparison  with  the  larger  and  more 
hurried  editions  of  the  present  generation. 

In  his  travels  as  a  journeyman,  Mr.  Tucker  had 
passed  through  Rochester  in  1823,  and  witnessed 
the  first  crossing  on  the  aqueduct  over  the  Gene- 
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see,  of  the  Erie  Canal;  and,  though  the  place  was 
then  little  more  than  a  village,  he  was  struck  with 
its  evident  capacities  for  future  growth  and  pros- 
perity. 

And  when  he  began  to  look  for  a  wider 
field  than  that  afforded  at  Jamaica,  Rochester  was 
the  point  that  occurred  to  him.  Encouraged  by 
his  partner,  who  aided  him  with  capital  as  well  as 
with  advice,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  turned 
his  steps  thitherward,  and,  entirely  unknown  among 
its  people,  began  the  publication  of  the  Rochester 
Daily  Advertiser — the  first  daily  newspaper  to 
spring  into  e.xistence  west  of  the  City  of  Albany, 
in  the  boundless  and  then  undeveloped  territory 
that  extends  to  the  Pacific.  Its  initial  number  ap- 
peared October  27,  1826,  and,  as  we  learn  from  con- 
temporary notices,  at  once  attracted  attention  as 
showing  the  remarkable  progress  of  the  place. 
In  referring  to  its  establishment,  the  New  York 
Evening  Post  o(  Ociohcr  ^i,  1826,  said:  "Nothing 
can  show,  in  a  more  striking  point  of  view,  the 
rapid  increase  of  our  population  and  internal  com- 
merce, than  the  fact  that  Rochester,  which  within 
a  few  years  was  a  wilderness,  is  now  enabled,  by 
the  number  of  its  inhabitants  and  the  activity  of  its 
trade,  to  support  a  daily  paper. 

This  enterprise,  in  proportion  to  the  business 
transactions  of  the  day,  and  the  simpler  customs  of 
a  young  and  still  struggling  Western  town,  was  a 
success.  But  we  have  been  already  too  long  in 
tracing  the  steps  by  which  Mr.  Tucker  reached 
what  became  the  all-absorbing  work  of  his  life,  to 
allude  even  briefly  to  his  associates,  or  to  the  part 
he  took  in  the  active  and  often  heated  political  dis- 
cussions of  a  peculiarly  exciting  period.  Wher- 
ever he  had  traveled  he  had  been  struck  with  the 
backwardness  of  our  agriculture:  the  lack  of  inter- 
communication among  our  farmers;  the  tendencies 
of  all-prevailing  practice  towards  the  deterioration 
of  the  soil;  the  almost  universal  absence  of  agri- 
cultural reading.  His  taste  was  strongly  for  farm- 
ing, and  other  business  he  regarded  as  simply  the 
resource  from  which  he  hoped  to  buy  and  cultivate 
land  of  his  own,  without  indebtedness  to  others, 
and  with  reasonable  provision  in  case  of  bad  sea- 
sons and  slow  returns. 

From  this  ambition,  and  his  very  considerable  op- 
portunities of  observation  among  farmers  in  widely 
scattered  localities,  arose  the  establishment  of  the 
Genesee  Farmer.  January  i,  1831,  while  still  ^\xh- 
Wshm:;  Daily  Advertiser.  Mr.  Tucker's  aim  in 
a  paper  for  the  practical  benefit  of  farmers,  was  to 
provide  them  with  a  means  of  communication 
touching  the  details  of  their  experience  and  modes 
of  practice,  and  to  bring  their  example,  so  to  speak, 
within  the  personal  knowledge  of  his  readers,  look- 
ing to  what  had  been  accomplished,  or  was  actu- 
ally going  on  among  the  most  intelligent  and 
enterprising,  for  guidance  as  to  what  might  or 
should  be  done,  rather  than  to  scientific  investiga- 
tion or  the  theories  of  the  closet.  It  may  not  be 
too  much  to  claim  that  the  Genesee  Farmer,  though 
preceded  in  date  of  issue  by  a  few  other  agricultural 
journals  here  or  in  Great  Britain,  was  the  first  to  be- 
gin from  this  end.    Its  circulation  rapidly  increased, 
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and  this  notwithstanding  the  establishment  of  the 
Cultivator  at  Albany  by  Judge  Euel,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  State  Agricultural  Society,  in  1834, 
\vhen  some  falling  oft"  might  have  been  expected 
from  the  division  of  the  tield  with  a  rival  so  able 
and  influential;  and  it  was  somewhat  to  Mr.  Tuck- 
er's surprise,  on  the  union  of  the  two  journals,  j 
some  years  later,  to  ascertain  that  the  circulation  of  ' 
his  own  was  much  the  larger  of  the  two. 

Having  at  last  attained  what  was  to  have  been 
his  great  object,  the  purchase  of  a  farm  near  Roches- 
ter, the  daily  paper  was  sold  in  1S39.  It  still  exists 
as  one  of  the  leading  and  most  popular  journals  of 
Western  New  York,  under  the  name  of  the  Roches- 
ter Union  and  Advertiser.  Farming  and'  the 
publication  of  the  Fanner  were  to  be  the  sole  ob- 
jects of  the  future.  But  before  a  single  .reason  had 
passed.  Judge  Buel's  death  left  the  Cultivator  with- 
out a  head,  and  a  proposition  was  made  to  iNIr.  i 
Tucker  for  the  combination  of  the  two  papers,  that 
seemed  in  many  respects  so  advantageous,  that  the 
farm  was  sold,  and  the  number  for  January,  1S40, 
was  published  from  Albany  and  bore  the  title  of  the  i 
Cultivator:  a  consolidation  of  Buels  Cultivator  and  the 
Genesee  Farmer.  A  New  Genesee  Farmer  subse- 
quently led  a  brief  and  flickermg  existence,  and 
after  the  second  part  of  the  Cultivator's  title  had 
been  dropped  as  too  cumbersome,  other  Genesee 
Farmers  came  into  fitful  being — the  last  calling  it- 
self "the  oldest  paper,"  because  of  its  borrowed 
title — an  attempt  at  appropriadng  a  history  as  well 
as  a  name  of  which  there  have  been  many  other 
specimens  in  our  periodical  literature,  but  about 
which  Mr.  Tucker  may,  perhaps,  have  been  excus- 
able in  feeling  somewhat  sensidve. 

In  respect  to  the  details  by  which  Mr.  Tucker 
was  led  into  his  life-work,  we  have  spoken  more 
fully,  because  no  notice  would  be  fitting,  as  it 
seems,  without  at  least  an  outline  of  those  prelim- 
inary steps  by  which,  and  through  which,  it  came 
about  that  all  the  efforts  he  could  put  forth  v/ere 
thereafter  devoted  to  the  cause  of  agriculture. 
Without  the  genius  for  manipulation,  which  seems  | 
to  be  essential  in  the  political  managers  of  the 
present  day,  it  is  possible  that  with  all  his  energy,  ! 
judgment  and  industry,  he  might  not  have  attain- 
ed, by  continuing  in  the  political  field,  the  leading 
rank  among  those  who  have  the  credit  of  making 
or  unmaking  aspirants  for  public  positions.  With 
the  same  qualities,  coupled  with  an  admirable  appre- 
ciation of  the  real  wants  of  the  community,  agricul- 
tural or  educational — but  without  training  in  that 
administrative  capacity  which  consists  so  largely  in 
the  selection  and  employment  of  deputies  by  whom 
all  details  can  be  wrought  out  under  general  guid-  I 
ante  and  supervision — for  a  long  time  he  retained 
in  his  own  hands  and  under  his  own  eye  every  de- 
partment, business  and  editorial,  and  never  felt  j 
quite  satisfied  when  anything  that  could  possibly 
be  done  by  himself  was  left  to  another.  The  un- 
tiring work  he  thus  assumed  was  often  far  too 
much  for  the  individual  energies  of  any  one,  but 
with  heart  and  soul  fully  engrossed  in  its  accom- 
plishment, he  escaped  from  serious  results  until  the 
confinement  to  labor  began  to  tell,  and  he  felt 


more  and  more,  with  the  enfeebling  heat  of  each 
successive  summer,  that  some  measure  of  respite 
was  absolutely  essential.  For  a  number  of  years 
prior  to  his  death,  he  had  been  forced  from  con- 
stant application,  by  absolute  inability  to  continue 
it,  and  a  large  part  of  his  last  summer  he  spent  in 
freedom  from  care  at  various  resorts.  But  as  soon 
as  he  was  at  home,  he  was  only  contented  with  a 
certain  measure  of  the  office  work;  and  it  may  be 
truly  said  of  him,  if  the  saying  is  anywhere  strictly 
correct,  that  ''he  died  in  the  harness."  In  the 
wandering  of  his  mind,  after  fever  had  set  in.  he 
urged  that  manuscripts  should  be  sent  him  for 
scrutiny  before  publication,  specifying  some  that  he 
remembered  as  coming  in  before  he  left  the  othce; 
and,  recollecting  that  the  State  Agricultural  Soci- 
ety was  about  to  hold  its  annual  meeting,  he  was 
full  of  anxiety  lest  his  illness  might  prevent  his  son's 
attendance,  and  eager  to  be  up  and  at  his  desk  lor 
work.  But  his  work  was  over.  He  died  Sunday, 
January  26,  1S73.  He  had  been  attheofficeon 
the  14th  for  several  hours,  although  not  Yery  well 
or  strong,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  found 
himself  too  ill  to  leave  his  bed.  Inflammation  of 
the  lungs  followed,  attended  at  the  last  by  defective 
and  irregular  action  of  the  heart,  and  when  the  fever 
left  him  his  strength  gradually  failed,  until  he  en- 
tered into  the  rest  of  the  unending  Sabbath  beyond 
the  grave.  With  his  native  predisposition  for  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  it  had  been  his  task  for  many 
long  years  to  weigh  the  merits  of  discussion  after 
discussion  and  question  after  question,  endeavor- 
ing to  give  due  prominence  to  each  in  turn  accord- 
ing to  its  deserts.  Without  prejudice  or  partiality, 
he  admitted  to  publication  what  was  counter  to  his 
own  views,  that  it  might  stand  upon  its  merits,  and 
provoke  thought  among  his  readers.  Clear,  point- 
ed and  accurate  in  the  use  of  language,  what  he 
wrote  always  came  with  weight.  During  his  lat- 
ter years,  with  manual  difficulties  of  penmanship 
rendering  any  prolonged  exertion  irksome,  he 
wrote  but  little;  but  the  guidance  of  his  judgment 
and  advice  was  ever  present.  Whatever  he  wrote 
was  in  all  respects  as  he  intended  it  to  appear,  and 
if  he  had  been  content  to  leave  for  printers  the  task 
of  deciphering  illegibilities  and  correcting  sen- 
tences— in  other  words,  to  abridge  his  own  labor 
at  the  expense  of  others — he  would  probably 
have  written  more  and  at  greater  length.  But  to 
the  last  he  was  equal  to  the  work  of  editing  and 
correcting  the  manuscript  of  others,  however  much 
it  wore  upon  him;  for  the  great  aim  of  his  labor 
was  to  give  voice  to  experience  that  might  other- 
wise be  unknown,  and  he  would  rather  take  in  hand 
a  few  pages  from  some  unlettered  correspondent 
embodying  the  actual  results  of  his  experience,  than 
deal  with  folios  of  correctly  written  and  diffuse 
ramblings  from  writers  whose  syntax  and  etymol- 
ogy were  above  their  actual  knowledge  of  iheir 
subjects.  For  over  forty  years  at  the  head  of  the 
Country  Gentleman,  and  constantly  in  communica- 
tion with  those  who  acted  under  his  supervision,  as 
with  many  correspondents  at  a  distance  personally 
unknown,  Mr.  Tucker  seemed  to  possess  an  un- 
usual power  of  attracting  friendship  and  affection, 
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of  which  evidences  have  often  come  from  quite  un- 
expected sources. 

The  publication  of  the  paper  has  been  continued 
successfully  since  Mr.  Tucker's  death  by  his  sons, 
Luther  H.  Tucker  and  Gilbert  M.  Tucker,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Luther  Tucker  &  Son,  and,  as  in 
the  past,  it  ranks  among  the  leading  agricultural 
journals  of  the  United  States. 

In  his  personal  relations,  Mr.  Tucker  was  for 
many  years  a  man  of  sorrow.  Fairly  under  way  at 
Rochester,  with  the  promise  of  his  new  experiment 
with  a  daily  paper  just  budding  into  fruition,  the 
cholera  season  of  1S32  that  swept  like  a  pestilence 
over  the  country,  visited  that  place  with  unusual 
severity.  His  young  wife  and  a  boy  of  special 
promise,  in  his  fifth  year,  after  but  a  few  days'  strug- 
gle, were  carried  to  the  unending  repose  of  the  cem- 
etery at  Mt.  Hope;  but  they  lingered  for  forty  years 
longer  in  a  recollection  that,  until  the  last,  was  never 
revived  without  the  deepest  emotion.  The  surviv- 
ing husband  and  father  fell  into  a  decline  from  which 
it  was  long  thought  that  he  could  scarcely  recover. 
Marrying  the  sister  of  his  former  wife,  she  suc- 
cumbed, in  1844,  to  consumption,  the  scourge  of 
her  nadve  New  England  climate,  preceded  by  one 
daughter  and  soon  after  followed  by  another. 
Smitten  by  repeated  blows,  though  assuaged  by  all 
that  could  tend,  in  social  and  business  relations,  to 
mitigate  their  severity,  he  became  constantly  less 
inclined  to  mingle  in  public  occasions,  and  more 
bound  up  in  the  welfare  of  those  who  were  left  to 
him. 

Since  his  third  marriage,  over  a  quarter  of  a 
century  had  elapsed  at  the  time  of  his  death — a 
period  of  exemption  from  afiiictions,  and  gradually- 
closing  over  the  scars  of  former  wounds — but  he 
seldom,  if  ever,  accepted  invitations  likely  to  bring 
him  into  prominent  notice.  During  the  hot 
months  of  summer,  which  were  especially  trying  to 
his  constitution,  he  was  often  so  greatly  enfeebled  as 
to  excite  the  serious  apprehensions  of  his  family. 
Of  unvarying  sweetness  of  disposition  in  the  home 
circle  to  which  he  was  so  much  devoted,  the  char- 
ity that  speaketh  no  evil  was  equally  prominent  in 
his  judgment  of  other  men  and  their  motives.  The 
memory  of  an  injury  was  far  less  permanent  in 
his  mind  than  the  recollection  of  favors  received, 
kindly  words  when  the  business  horizon  was 
clouded,  and  warm  sympathies  at  times  of  trial. 
That  the  struggle  of  life  had  wearied  him  there  can 
be  no  doubt;  but  his  faith  and  gratitude,  and  un- 
selfish efforts  for  the  happiness  of  others,  never 
wavered  ;  and  when  his  task  on  earth  was  over,  it 
may  be  truly  said  that  he  fell  asleep  with  a  con- 
-■science  void  of  offense  toward  God  and  toward 
man,  and  a  heart  unspotted  from  the  world. 

In  May,  1782,  Ch.\rles  R.  Webster  made  his 
appearance  in  Albany.  His  long  and  conspicuous 
career  forms  an  interesting  chapter  in  the  history 
of  the  City  and  County  of  Albany. 

On  his  arrival  he  at  once  began  with  Solomon 
Balentine  the  publication  of  the  Nciv  Vork  Gaz- 
etteer or  Northern  Intelligencer.  The  only  existing 
copies  of  this  paper  are  in  the  Albany  Institute. 


In  1783,  Mr.  Webster  withdrew  from  the  Gazette 
and  removed  to  New  York.  The  paper  was  en- 
larged, and  continued  by  Mr.  Balentine  down  to 
i\Iay,  1784,  when  it  was  discontinued. 

The  first  pocket  almanac  ever  published  in  Al- 
bany was  printed  by  Mr.  Balentine.  It  is  a  cu- 
rious and  antique  specimen  of  that  kind  of  pub- 
lication. 

In  the  latter  part  of  IMay,  17S4,  Charles  R. 
Webster  returned  to  Albany  and  began  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Albany  Gazette.  A  regular  file  of 
this  paper,  .'"rom  the  sixteenth  number  down  to  the 
time  of  its  discontinuance  in  1845,  is  preserved 
in  the  State  Library.  At  that  time  it  was  seventy- 
two  years  old — the  oldest  newspaper  in  the  State. 
It  was  conducted  with  marked  ability,  and  is 
an  excellent  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State,  the  Courts  of  justice,  of 
the  Common  Council  of  Albany,  and  of  the  gen- 
eral events  of  the  time  in  which  it  existed. 

On  November  17,  1793,  the  Gazette  printing-of- 
fice was  consumed  by  a  terrible  conflagration,  which 
broke  out  on  Sunday  evening  in  an  out-house  be- 
longing to  Leonard  Gansevoort. 

Mr.  Webster  is  justly  called  the  "Father  of 
printing"  in  Albany.  He  was  born  at  Hartford, 
Conn.,  September  30,  1762.  His  father  was 
Matthew  Webster,  and  his  mother's  maiden  name 
was  i\Iabel  Pratt. 

When  Charles  was  seven  years  of  age,  his  father, 
by  an  unfortunate  turn  in  his  aft'airs,  was  reduced 
to  poverty,  and  young  Webster  was  apprenticed  to 
Hudson  &  Goodwin,  publishers  of  the  Connecticut 
Coi/rant,  to  learn  the  printer's  trade. 

The  opportunities  afforded  the  boy  for  school- 
ing were  limited  to  two  quarters  in  a  select  school. 
His  subsequent  education  was  pursued  in  silent 
study  in  hours  which  most  other  boys  devoted  to 
play. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  was  one  of  the  com- 
pany who  marched  to  New  Haven  to  repel  the 
threatened  attack  of  the  British  upon  that  town. 
In  1781  or  1782,  when  about  twenty  years  of  age, 
he  came  to  Albany  and  entered  into  partnershio 
with  Solomon  Balentine,  the  only  printer  in  the 
city  at  the  time.  About  the  first  production  be- 
side their  paper,  was  a  work  entitled  '•  Plain  Rea- 
sons," a  dissuasive  from  the  use  of  Watts'  version  of 
the  Psalms,  executed  with  neatness  and  accuracy. 
Balentine  &  Webster  began  the  Gazette  in  1782. 
In  1783  the  latter  left  partnership  with  Balentine 
and  went  to  New  York.  Immediately  after  the 
evacuation  of  the  city  by  the  British,  in  company 
with  John  Lang  he  commenced  the  publication 
of  the  New  York  Gazette. 

In  1784,  he  returned  to  Albany,  and  commenced 
the  Albany  Gazette.  Mr.  Balentine  had  removed, 
and  Webster  was  the  only  printer  in  the  city. 

In  1787,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Rachel  Steele, 
of  Hartford,  who  died  March  31,  1794.  Two 
children  survived  her,  a  son  and  a  daughter.  The 
former  was  the  Rev.  Charles  Webster,  long  a 
pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Monmouth 
County,  N.  J.  The  daughter  married  Mr.  Brown, 
of  Albion. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


April  2,  1796,  IMr.  Webster  was  married  to  Miss 
Cynthia  Steele,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife. 

Though  the  columns  of  the  Gazette  were  open  to 
both  Federalists  and  Republicans,  it  was  reg,"rded 
as  a  Federal  organ.  This  led  to  the  establishment 
of  a  rival  paper  and  printing-office.  But  the  rapid 
settlement  of  Western  New  York  furnished  abun- 
dant patronage  for  both  papers,  and  largely  in- 
creased the  book-selling  and  printing  business.  I 
About  this  time  Mr.  Webster  associated  with  him- 
self his  brother,  George,  and  some  time  after,  his 
nephews,  Elisha  W. ,  Hezckiah  and  Daniel  Skinner, 
became  partners.  He  was  active  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Mechanics'  Academy,  and  when  that 
school  was  abandoned,  he  became  interested  in 
the  Lancasterian  School  and  the  Apprentices' 
Library. 

He  never  held  any  public  office,  except  that  of 
Acting  Deputy  to  the  County  Clerk  of  Albany 
County  for  a  brief  period. 

Amid  all  the  exciting  events  that  attended  the 
war  of  181  2,  he,  though  a  warm  Federalist,  main- 
tained a  dignity  in  the  tone  of  his  paper,  a  freedom 
from  ribaldry  and  personal  invective,  never  com- 
promising his  character  for  fidelity  and  devotion  to 
the  cause  he  served.  No  indictments  for  slander, 
no  suits  for  libel,  were  brought  against  him.  He 
abhorred  defamation.  Morgan  Lewis,  when  a  can- 
didate for  Governor,  thanked  him  for  his  gener- 
osity in  repelling  an  unjust  attack  made  on  him  as 
soon  as  it  met  his  eye,  although  he  was  busily  en- 
gaged in  using  all  honorable  means  to  defeat  Mr. 
Lewis'  election. 

On  approaching  sixty  years,  he  made  a  settle- 
ment of  all  his  affairs.  A  division  of  the  prop- 
erty was  amicably  made,  and  the  firm  of  Websters 
&  Skinners  was  dissolved  by  the  withdrawal  of 
the  three  younger  partners.  The  book-selling, 
printing  and  binding  was  carried  on  at  the  old 
stand  by  C.  R.  &  G.  Webster.  This  firm  was 
dissolved  in  1 821,  by  the  death  of  Mr.  George 
Webster.  The  surviving  brother  purchased  his 
half  in  the  property  at  the  Elm-tree  corner,  for 
$13,000,  and  the  firm,  E.  W.  Skinner  &  Co.,  pur- 
chased one-half  the  stock  for  $10,000.  The  new 
firm  of  Webster  &  Skinners  continued  till  his  death, 
July  18,  1834.  His  failing  health  induced  him  to  I 
visit  Saratoga  Springs.  He  made  his  will  and 
left  his  home,  never  to  return.  His  last  letter  was 
written  July  14,  1834,  and,  in  view  of  the  near  ap- 
proach of  death,  contained  these  words:  "The 
aim  of  my  life  has  been  to  have  my  heart  right 
with  God  and  my  trust  in  the  merits  of  the  Re- 
deemer." He  expired  almost  instantly,  without 
the  slightest  appearance  of  pain,  July  18,  1834, 
and  was  buried  from  his  residence  in  Albanv,  on 
the  20th.  He  was  about  six  feet  in  height,  well 
made  in  person,  erect  and  easy  in  motion.  His 
manner  was  dignified,  full  of  courtesv  and  sweet- 
ness. His  conversation  was  interesting,  pure,  in- 
structive, entertaining  and  edifving.  The  great 
aim  of  his  life  seemed  to  be  the  elevation  of  the 
masses,  especially  of  all  classes  of  mechanics,  in 
mind  and  morals.  Albany  County  never  possessed 
a  nobler  class  of  toiling  men  than  during  his  day. 


Thl'klow  Wkkd  had  no  superior  as  a  political 
journalist  in  his  day.  He  was  born  at  the  small 
village  of  Acra,  in  the  town  of  Cairo,  Green  County, 
November  15,  1797.  His  parents  were  natives  of 
Connecticut.  His  father  was  Joel  Weed.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  Nathan  Weed,  a  soldier  of 
the  revolution,  who,  with  a  large  family,  removed 
from  Connecticut  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  settled 
1  in  the  place  of  Thurlow's  birth.  Mr.  Weed's 
mother  was  Mary  JLlIis,  a  native  of  New  Haven. 
He  was  the  eldest  of  three  brothers  and  two  sisters, 
all  of  whom  he  survived,  except  his  brother  Osborn. 

]Mr.  Weed's  father  was  an  honest,  amiable  man, 
"doomed,"  as  Mr.  Weed  says,  "to  earn  his  bread 
by  the  sweat  of  his  brow,  in  the  most  literal  sense. 
He  was  bred  a  farmer;  but  in  1799  removed  to 
Catskill  to  become  a  carman."  He  continued 
poor,  "  sometimes  very  poor,"  through  life.  It  is 
easy  to  see  that,  under  these  circumstances,  Thur- 
low  had  no  advantages  for  attaining  an  education. 

His  first  occupation  in  life  was  blowing  a  black- 
smith's bellows,  for  which  he  received  six  cents  per 
day,  which  he  expended  towards  the  support  of  his 
father's  family.  When  nine  years  old  he  obtained 
a  situation  as  cabin  boy  on  board  a  North  River 
sloop.    This  brought  him  to  the  City  of  New  York. 

The  occupation  of  cabin  boy  was  very  much  to 
his  taste,  and  he  indulged  in  the  ambition  of  be- 
coming a  sailor.  As  he  says,  "but  for  an  infirm- 
ity, which  incapacitated  him  for  the  most  essential 
part  of  a  sailor's  duty,  his  occupation  would  have 
been  that  of  a  seaman  instead  of  a  printer." 

After  serving  on  different  vessels  on  the  Hudson, 
he  removed,  in  i8c8,  with  his  father,  to  the  town 
of  Cincinnatus,  Cortland  County,  then  almost  a  wil- 
derness. His  father  attempted  to  bring  a  piece  of 
land,  covered  with  woods,  to  the  condition  of  a 
farm;  but,  like  all  his  other  adventures,  it  proved  a 
failure.  The  boy  did  what  he  could  to  aid  his 
father  in  erecting  a  log-house,  and  to  make  a  clear- 
ing in  which  to  plant  corn,  potatoes,  etc.  One  of 
his  occupations  was  aiding  in  making  "Black 
Salts,"  by  leaching  ashes  gathered  from  burned 
log-heaps. 

He  relates  that  at  this  time  his  parents  were 
so  poor,  that  in  winter  he  was  compelled  to 
i  tie  pieces  of  rag-carpet  around  his  feet  instead  of 
shoes,  and  thus  equipped  he  chopped  wood  and,  in 
spring,  gathered  sap.  In  this  w  ilderness  he  evinced 
a  strong  desire  for  information.  But  there  were 
few  books,  and  the  pleasure  of  reading  was  denied 
him.  Having  heard  that  a  family  living  several 
miles  distant  owned  a  history  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution, he  set  out  bare-footed  through  the  snow, 
and  obtained  the  book  after  considerable  entreaty. 
Candles  in  his  father's  house  were  unknown,  and 
he  read  the  book  evenings,  after  the  dav's  work 
was  done,  by  the  light  of  pine-knots.  In  1809 
his  father  removed  from  Cincinnatus  to  Onondaga 
Hollow,  where  Thurluw  obtained  work  in  an  ash- 
\  ery,  and  in  doing  such  odd  jobs  of  labor  as  offered 
themselves. 

.\fter  abandoning  the  idea  of  becoming  a  sailor, 
his  ambition  turned  to  the  life  of  a  printer,  which, 
I  at  last,  became  irrepressible.  After  several  attempts 
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to  get  a  place,  he  became  an  apprentice  in  a  print- 
ing-office in  Onondaga  Hollow.  The  work  pleased 
him,  and  he  soon  became  very  useful  in  the  office. 
Every  leisure  moment  he  employed  in  reading  the 
office  newspapers  and  such  books  as  the  village 
afforded.  Here  he  remained  until  the  war  of 
1812  broke  out. 

The  piinting-oflice  in  Onondaga  was  closed,  and 
he  secured  a  place  in  the  old  town  of  Scipio,  where 
was  published  a  paper  called  the  Tocsin.  Soon 
after,  he  entered  the  printing-office  of  Messrs. 
Seward  &  Williams,  in  Utica.  The  war  was  then 
waging,  and  Mr.  Williams,  one  of  his  employers, 
enlisted  in  the  army,  and  young  Weed  went  with 
him.  After  serving  in  the  lines  a  part  of  the  cam- 
paign of  1S13,  he  obtained  his  discharge,  went  to 
Albany,  and  obtained  employment  in  the  office  of 
Webster  &  Skinner,  publisliers  of  the  Albany  Gazette. 
After  working  a  while  at  Albany,  he  went  to  Her- 
kimer and  obtained  employment  in  the  office  of 
the  American,  published  by  Wm.  L.  Stone,  after- 
wards distinguished  as  editor  of  Northern  Whig, 
in  Hudson;  the  Mirror,  of  Hartford;  the  Dailv 
Advertiser,  in  Albany;  and  the  Commercial  Adver- 
tiser, in  New  York.  Here  he  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Michael  Hoffman,  and  Alvan  Stewart,  the 
anti-slavery  lawyer.  At  this  early  day,  ]Mr.  Weed 
made  the  acquaintance  of  very  many  men  who 
became  distinguished  actors  with  him  in  the  polit- 
ical arena. 

After  working  in  several  places  as  a  journeyman 
printer,  he  again,  in  18 15,  became  a  resident  of 
Albany.  During  the  Sessions  of  the  Legislature 
he  listened  to  its  debates,  conducted  by  such  men 
as  Martin  Van  Buren,  Erastus  Root,  and  Nathan 
Sandford  in  the  Senate,  and  Elisha  Williams,  Will- 
iam A.  Duer,  and  Samuel  Young  in  the  Assem- 
bly. Here  he  took  his  first  lessons  in  politics. 
Early  in  1816,  he  began  work  in  the  office  of 
the  Albany  Argus,  of  which  Jesse  Buel  was  editor. 
In  18  1 7.  Israel  W.  Clark,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Albany  Register,  invited  Mr.  Weed  to  become 
foreman  of  the  office.  It  was  while  here  that 
he  first  tried  his  ''  prentice  hand  '  on  editorials. 
Of  these  first  efforts,  he  says:  "I  first  wrote  brief 
paragraphs  upon  common  subjects,  taking  great 
liberties  with  the  King's  English,  for  I  was  ignorant 
of  the  first  principles  of  grammar;  but  Mr.  Clark, 
the  editor,  would  good-naturedly  point  to  these 
blunders  and  say  encouragingly,  '  I  would  improve 
with  time.'"  He  did:  and  he  became  one  of  the 
most  trenchant  and  powerful  political  writers  in  the 
State.  In  the  split  wliich  occurred  in  the  Repub- 
lican party  in  1818,  one  faction  was  headetl  by 
'  Governor  De  Witt  Clinton,  the  other  by  Martin 
Van  Buren,  leading  to  a  political  and  peisonal 
warfare  of  great  bitterness,  in  which  the  pen  of  Mr. 
Weed  became  a  somewhat  powerful  instrument. 
In  the  fall  of  1818,  Mr.  Weed  purchased  the  print- 
ing establishment  of  John  F.  Hui)bard,  of  Nor- 
wich, Chenango  County,  and  established  the  Agri- 
culturist, a  paper  favorable  to  Mr.  Clinton.  After 
conducting  this  some  fourteen  months,  he  disposed 
of  the  establishment,  returned  to  Albany,  and  be- 
came foreman  in  the  office  of  the  Albany  Argus. 


I      In  April,  1818.  Mr.  Weed  was  married  to  Miss 
Catherine  Ostrander,  of  Coopersiown.  Inhisauto- 
:  biography,  he  says:  "To  this  marriage  I  am  in- 
j  debted  for  as  much  happiness  as  usually  falls  to  the 
j  lot  of  man.    She  more  than  divided  our  labors, 
!  cares  and  responsibilities.     But  for  her  industrv, 
j  frugality  and  good  management,  I  must  have  been 
i  shipwrecked  during  the  first  fifteen  years  of  trial. 
I  Economy  and  a  well-regulated  s_\  stem  in  household 
!  affairs  were  virtues  I  did  not  possess,  and  their 
presence  in  her  saved  us  from  disaster."  Mrs. 
Weed  died,  deeply  mourned,  on  the  fortieth  anni- 
versary of  their  marriage. 

Mr.  Weed  became  foreman  in  the  Argus  office 
in  1821.    In  1822,  after  a  brief  residence  in  ?ilan- 
]  lius,  he  became  a  resident  of  Rochester,  then  a 
!  new,  straggling  village,  containing  but  a  few  hun- 
dred inhabitants.     Here  he  found  occupation  as  a 
journeyman  printer  in  the  office  of  the  Telegraph,  a 
Clintonian  paper  published  by  Everard  Peck.  Mr. 
Weed's  residence  at  Rochester  in  a  measure  laid 
the  foundation  of  his  future  political  life.    Here  he 
made  the  acquaintance  of  Frederick  Whitlesev, 
Derrick  Libley  and  Colonel  Nathaniel  Rochester. 
Mr.  Whitlesev,  afterwards  a  Vice-Chancellor  of  the 
State,  with  Wm.  H.  Seward,  Bates  Cook  and  Thur- 
low  Weed,  became  the  founders  of  the  Anti-Ma- 
j  sonic  party. 

j  In  1823,  the  Rochester  Telegraph  placed  the 
I  name  of  John  Q.  Adams  for  President  under  its 
editorial  head.  This  was  the  first  paper  nominat- 
ing Mr.  Adams.  As  Mr.  Weed  was  soon  known 
throughout  the  State  as  one  of  the  chief  supporters 
i  of  Mr.  Adams,  he  was  fairly  launched  on  the  sea 
of  politics. 

In  the  singular  campaign  of  1824,  in  which 
Jackson,  John  Q.  Adams,  William  H.  Crav^Tord, 
Henry  Clay  and  John  C.  Calhoun  were  candidates, 
Mr.  Weed  and  the  Telegraph  were  the  energetic  and 
efficient  friends  of  the  successful  candidate,  Adams. 

In  September  of  that  year,  an  accident  to  a  stage- 
coach in  Rochester,  containing  William  H.  Seward 
and  Judge  Miller,  of  Auburn,  his  father-in-law.  led 
to  Mr.  Weed's  acquaintance  with  the  forme'. 
"This  acquaintance  grew  rapidly,"  says  Mr.  Weed, 

j   "on  subsequent  occasions,  when  Mr.  Seward  was 

j  called  to  Rochester  on  professional  business.  Our 
views  on  general  politics  were  not  dissimilar,  and 

j  in  regard  to  anti-masonry  he  soon  became  imbued 

■  with  my  opinions.  " 

j  Political  anu-masonry.  which  had  lurked  in  pri- 
I  vate  dwellings,  affecting  town  politics  and  creating 
I  neigliborhood  feuds,   was  at  this  time  gathering 

strength  from  pamphlets  and  newspapers,  under  the 
:  leadership  of  Messrs.  Seward,  Weed  and  John  C. 

Spencer,  and  soon  began  to  exhibit  the  strength 
.  and  influence  of  a  new  and  powerful  party, 
j  Though  the  Anti-Masonic  party  was  short-lived,  it 

developed  many  distinguished  men,  who  are  now 
;  ranked  among  the  statesmen  of  the  nation.  Space 
I  will  not  permit  us  to  follow  all  the  windings  of  the 
i  partisan  conflicts  in  which  Mr.  Weed  was  an  ac- 
i  knowledged  leader. 

I  His  singular  abilities  for  molding  and  concrol- 
1  ling  public  opinion,  was  fust  and  most  admirably 
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exhibited  in  the  manner  in  which  he  manipulated  I 
the  excitement  growing  out  of  the  alleged  murder 
of  William  Morgan  by  the  Masons — molding  it 
into  a  powerful  party. 

Mr.  Weed  was  elected  Member  of  Assembly 
from  Monroe  County  to  the  session  of  1825,  and  re- 
elected to  the  session  of  1830. 

After  retiring  from  the  Legislature,  he  left 
Rochester,  and  again  became  a  resident  of  Al- 
bany. At  this  time  Edwin  Croswell  was  editor  of 
the  Albany  Argus. 

While  Mr.  Weed  was  in  the  Assembly  in  1830,  a 
project  began  to  be  discussed,  which  in  time  was 
carried  into  effect,  and  exerted  a  powerful  influence 
in  shaping  the  future  events  of  his  life.  This 
project  had  in  view  the  establishment  of  a  new  jour- 
nal in  Albany,  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  Anti- 
Masonic  party.  I'he  first  number  appeared  March 
22,  1830,  and  was  called  the  Evening  [otirnil. 
Political  anti-masonry  soon  passed  away.  The 
Whig  party  coming  into  existence;  the  Evening 
Journal  became  a  leading  organ.  Years  passed, 
and  the  Whig  party  also  passed  into  history. 

As  it  is  our  purpose  to  speak  of  Mr.  Weed  as  a 
journalist  and  not  as  a  politician,  this  sketch  will 
be  confined  mostly  to  his  journalistic  career.  It  is 
proper,  however,  to  say  that,  as  a  journalist,  he  was 
one  of  the  founders  and  supporters  of  the  Whig 
party,  and,  as  such,  he  was  equally  influential 
in  forming  and  sustaining  the  Republican  party 
through  all  its  triumphs,  down  to  the  time  when 
he  retired  from  the  editorial  duties  of  the  Evening 
Journal. 

Next  to  the  Neiu  York  Tribune,  through  all  the 
history  of  the  Whig  and  Republican  parties,  the 
Evening  Journal  has  been  a  leading  organ  of  the 
former,  as  it  now  is  of  the  latter  party.  A  contem- 
porary, writing  of  ^Mr.  Weed  when  in  the  zenith  of 
his  influence,  says:  "Everything  written  by  him 
aflfords  evidence  of  a  powerful  mind.  His  sar- 
casms are  keen,  his  wit  pungent.  He  knows  how 
to  touch  the  most  sensitive  part  of  his  adversary. 
Every  blow  he  strikes  is  felt.  Few  editors  in  Amer- 
ica possess  more  of  party  tact  than  Thurlow  Weed. 
He  affords  decisive  e\idence  of  being  by  nature  ! 
a  great  man.  He  has  risen  from  an  obscure  situa- 
tion in  life  to  eminence,  and  in  all  the  positions 
which  he  has  occupied  he  has  discovered  new  re- 
sources of  mind  fully  adequate  to  those  poweis 
requisite  to  meet  the  exigency." 

In  contact  with  all  classes  of  men,  he  gained 
a  wonderful  knowledge  of  human  nature — the  abil- 
ity to  read  men,  to  understand  their  motives,  to 
scan  the  true  spirit  of  the  times — which  gave  him 
superiority  and  influence  as  a  politician.  A  strong, 
vigorous  and  graceful  writer,  his  pen  was  a  source 
of  strength  and  a  defense  to  his  party,  to  his  friends 
and  to  himself  Allegiance  and  fidelity  to  his 
friends  was  a  cardinal  principle  of  Thurlow  \\'eed. 
He  was  a  politician  in  every  sense  of  the  word, 
excepting  in  low  devices  and  platitudes.  Mag- 
nanimous and  generous  toward  rivals  ;  severe,  de- 
termined and  untiring  in  his  opposition  to  polit- 
ical enemies;  his  contests  were  honorable  and  high- 
minded. 


I  In  1840,  he  was  appointed  State  printer,  by  the 
removal  of  his  great  rival,  Edwin  Croswell.  Mr. 
Weed  always  took  commendable  pride  in  his  call- 
ing as  a  printer  and  in  his  connection  with  the 
Typographical  Society.  In  January,  1S51,  writing 
to  the  New  York  Typographical  Society,  he  said  : 
''  It  is  now  forty  years  since  I  was  apprenticed  to 
the  '  Art  preservative  of  all  arts. '  *  *  *  Accord- 
ing to  all  accounts  I  was  then  a  very  verdant  youth. 
]\Iy  master  not  unfrequenily  proposed  to  get  ideas 
into  my  head  with  the  'mallet,'  and  on  one  occa- 
sion I  evaded  a  well-aimed  experiment  in  the  same 
direction  with  the  '  sheep's- foot'  only  by  an  '  artful 
dodge.'  *  *  *  But  now  only  one  branch  of 
our  trade  is  taught  to  apprentices.  A  printer  is 
no  longer  connected  with  the  'press-room.'  The 
printer  of  the  present  day  is  a  stranger  to  its  health- 
ful toil,  its  rich  humors,  its  merry  laugh,  its  habit- 
ual jests,  and,  I  am  constrained  to  remember,  its 
too  frequent  revelries.  The  customs  of  the  press- 
room, along  with  its  labors,  are  all  obsolete.  *  *  * 
Upon  the  years  of  my  life  which  glided  away  as  a 
journeyman  printer  in  New  York,  I  look  back  with 
exceeding  gratification.  It  was  a  period  of  high, 
healthy,  buoyant  spirits  and  fresh  enjoyment.  I 
was  never  for  a  day  out  of  work,  and  with  a  hardy 
frame  and  willing  hand  was  enabled  from  my 
wages  to  gratify  every  rational  wish.  Few  journey- 
men made  a  larger  figure  in  the  '  bill-book  '  of  a 
Saturday  night  than  myself 

The  last  time  that  ^Ir.  Weed  ever  set  type  was  on 
the  8th  of  November,  1854.  On  receiving  the  news 
that  Myron  H.  Clark  was  elected  for  Governor,  he 
rushed  into  the  composing-room,  "seized  a  'stick,' 
and,  himself,  threw  into  '  brevier '  these  expressive 
sentences:  'Let  the  eagle  scream!  Myron  H.  Clark 
is  elected!!'  "  Such  was  Thurlow  Weed  as  an  appren- 
tice, journeyman  printer  and  editor.  His  career  as 
a  politician  and  Statesman  is  written  conspicuously 
in  the  history  of  the  State  and  nation. 

In  1869,  Mr.  Weed  retired  from  journalism,  after 
forty  years  of  unwearied  devotion  to  his  duties  as 
an  editor.  From  that,  to  the  day  of  his  death, 
his  time  was  spent  in  the  genial  companionship  of 
i  his  home  friends  ;  in  correspondence  with  absent 
ones,  among  whom  were  ranked  the  most  distin- 
guished names  in  America  and  Flurope  ;  and  in 
reading  and  in  writing  reminiscences  of  his  times. 
He  often  wrote  for  the  press.  Finally,  surrounded 
by  everything  conducive  to  happiness,  the  sun  of 
his  life  went  down.  He  died  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  on  Wednesdav,  November  22,  1882,  in  the 
eighty-sixth  year  of  his  age.  His  death  was  peace- 
ful and  painless.  "A  short  time  before  it  occurred, 
while  his  mind  was  wandering,  he  seemed  to  be 
carrying  on  a  conversation  with  President  Lincoln 
and  General  Scott  in  regard  to  the  late  war.  At 
the  conclusion  he  ordered  a  carriage,  and  then, 
after  a  moment's  pause,  .said:  '  I  want  to  go  home  !  ' 
These  were  his  last  words." 

The  facts  of  this  notice  are  largely  abridged  from 
Mr.  Weed's  autobiography. 


The  past  has  given  to  Albany  many  other  edit- 
ors and  periodical  writers  whose  graceful  pens  havq 
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delighted  and  instructed  the  public  here  and  else- 
where. Many  of  them  became  eminent  in  other 
fields  of  hterature.  Some  were  here  but  a  brief 
time  only;  but  they  are  worthy  of  mention. 
Among  them  we  record  the  names  of  William  L. 
Stone,  Harry  Croswell,  Nathaniel  H.  Carter, 
James  R.  Boyd,  S.  De  Witt  Bloodgood,  John  B. 
Van  Schaick,  Henry  James,  Horace  Greeley, 
Francis  Dwight,  Ebenezer  Emmons,  S.  H.  Ham- 
mond, Daniel  D.  Barnard,  Jabez  D.  Hammond, 
A.  J.  Downing,  William  B.  Sprague,  E.  G. 
Squire,  E.  C.  Delavan,  Jasper  Hazen,  John  A.  Dix, 
A.  George  Johnson,  Alfred  B.  Street,  S.  C. 
Hutchins,  and  J.  Wesley  Smith.  Not  one  survives; 
but  their  writings  remain. 


It  might  seem  invidious  to  speak  of  the  living, 
some  of  whom  have  recently  been  called  to  similar 
duties  in  a  larger  sphere;  others  of  whom  have  re- 
tired with  laurels;  and  still  others  of  whom  are  dili- 
gently toiling  among  us  with  prospects  of 
a  bright  fame.  As  e.xponents  of  public  sentiment, 
as  teachers  of  the  people,  as  dispensers  of  such 
knowledge  as  every  one  seeks  to  gain,  such  men 
ought  to  fill  no  second  rank  in  personal  character 
and  in  general  esteem. 

THE  ALBANY  COUNTY  PRESS. 

Under  this  head  we  attempt  to  give  a  list  of  all  pe- 
riodical publications  of  any  importance  issuing  from 
the  press  of  the  county  since  the  very  first  newspaper 
printed  in  the  city  in  1771.  Our  sources  of  in- 
formation have  often  been  contradictory  as  to  dates 
of  the  minor  papers,  and  we  do  not  vouch  for  the 
accuracy  of  all.  But  a  list  of  them  is  very  sug- 
gestive and  instructive.  ,  ,  . 

1 77 1. — November.  Albany  Gazette,  published 
by  James  &  Ale.xander  Robertson.  Discontinued 
about  1776,  the  publishers  having  joined  the  British 
and  gone  to  New  York  City. 

1782. — June  3.  New  York  Gazette,  or  Northern 
Intelligencer,  weekly.  Balentine  et  Webster,  pub- 
lishers. The  name  was  changed  and  Balentine 
left  out. 

1784.— May  28.  The  Albany  Gazette,  weekly. 
Charles  R.  Webster,  publisher.  May  25,  1789, 
semi  weekl)'.  United  with  the  Albany  Advertiser, 
March,  181 7,  and  so  continued  until  April  14, 
1845- 

.  1788.- — January  26.  The  Albany  Journal,  or 
Montgomery,  Washington  and  Columbia  Intelligencer. 
Charles  R.  &  George  Webster,  publishers.  Semi- 
weekly,  winter  and  summer.  In  connection  with 
the  Gazette.  Discontinued  r^Iay  25,  17S9.  Febru- 
ary II.  The  Federal  Herald.  Removed  from 
Lansingburgh  by  Claxton  &.  Babccck,  and  so<5n 
after  returned.  Ihe  Albany  Register,  weeklv; 
John  &  Robert  Barber  until  1S08;  Solomon 
Southwick  until  181 7.  Revived  in  18 18  by  Israel 
W.  Clark. 


1796.  — November.  The  Chronicle,  John  Mc- 
Donald. Joseph  Fry,  printer,  whom  Henry  C. 
Southwick  succeeded.     Discontinued  in  1799. 

1797.  — The  Albanv  Centincl.  Loring  C.  .\ndrews; 
:  afterwards  Whiting,  Backus  oc  Whiting.  Discon- 
'  tinned,  November  10,  1S06. 

j  1806. — November  11.  The  Centinel  r raved  in 
\  The  Republican  Crisis.  Backus  &  Whiting,  and 
;  then  Isaac  Mitchell,  publishers.  1S08,  Harry 
Croswell  &  Co. ;  William  Tucker,  printer.  In 
1809,  name  changed  to  The  Balance  and  Nrjj 
York  State  Journal.  Croswell  it  F"rary.  Re- 
moved to  Hudson  in  181 1. 

iSoy.— The  Guardian.  Van  Benthuysen  Wood, 
Court  street,  three  doors  below  Hudson  street. 
Continued  about  two  years. 
!       181  2. — April  1 1.     The  Albany  Republican.  Sam- 
;  uel  R.  Brown.    Succeeded  by  Mr.  Remain.  Fi- 
i  nally  taken  to  .Saratoga. 

1813.- — January  26.  The  Albany  Argus,  tri- 
weekly, semi-weekly  and  weekly.  Founded  by 
Jesse  Buel.  A  daily  in  1825.  The  Croswells,  Corn- 
stock,  Cassidy  and  Manning  have  been  among  its 
publishers  and  editors.  Now  the  Argus  Co.  publish 
it. 

1813-14. — The  Stranger,  8vo,  published  by 
John  Cook. 

1 8 1 5.  — June.  The  American  Magazine,  monthlv. 
Horatio  Gates  Spofford.  Discontinued  May,  i  S 1 6. 
September  25,  Albany  Dady  Advertiser.  Theodore 
Dwight,  editor.  John  W.  Walker,  printer.  In 
INIarch.  1817,  William  L.  Stone  consolidated  it 
with  tlie  Albany  Gazette.  Published  by  the  Websters 
as  Albany  Gazette  and  Advertiser  until  April  14. 
1845.  June  3.  Christian  JYsitant,  4 to,  by  Solo- 
mon Southwick.  Continued  two  years.  The  Friend. 
8vo,  monthly,  by  D.  &  S.  A.  Abbey.  Con- 
tinued one  year.  The  Statesman,  published  and 
edited  by  Nathaniel  H.  Carter,  a  graduate  of 
Dartmouth  College.  Removed  to  New  York  in 
1818. 

1819.  — June  5.  The Ploughboy.  Solomon  South- 
wick, euitor;  John  O.  Cole,  printer. 

1820.  — Albany  Microscope,  started  by  Charles 
Galpin  and  continued  a  few  years. 

1822.  — August  3.  The  OricJital  Star,  weekly. 
Religious.    Bezaleel  Howe. 

1823.  — iVational  Democrat.  William  McDougal. 
Published  at  Albany  and  New  York.  Discontinued 
April  7,  1824.  Revived  x\.pril  20,  by  Solomon 
Southwick. 

1824.  — Ma}'.  Religious  Monitor,  monthh'. 
Chauncey  Webster.    Removed  to  Philadelphia. 

1825.  — August  8.  The  Albany  Patriot  and 
Daily  Commercial  Intelligencer.     George  Galpin. 

1826.  — July  25.  National  Obsener,  weekly  and 
semi-weekly,  by  George  Galpin.    Continued  four 

I  years.    Edited  by  Solomon  Southwick. 

1826. — April  22.  Albany  Daily  Chronicle.  Chas. 
Galpin  &  M.  M.  Cole;  also.  Albany  Morning 
Chronicle,  John  Denio  &  Seth  Richards.  Dis- 
continued in  1S27. 
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1826.  — Escriloire,  or  uMasunic  a>ii!  Miscellaneous 
Album,  started  by  E.  B.  Child.  February  3, 
1827,  changed  to  American  Masonic  Record  anJ 
Alba7iy  Saturday  Magazine,'^.  B.  Child.  Changed 
to  American\Maso)iic  Record  and  Albany  LUcrary 
Journal,  January  30,  1830.  May,  the  Albjnv  Chris- 
Han  Register,  by  L.  G.  Hofiman.  J.  R.  Boyd, 
editor.  Christian  Register  and  Telegraph  united 
with  the  Journal  (of  Utica)  and  published  by  Hos- 
ford  &  Wait  as  the  Journal  and  Telegraph,  No- 
vember 21,  1831.  About  this  time  Lewis  G. 
Hoffman  published  the  American  Masonic  Register, 
five  years. 

1827.  — ^lay.  The  Antidote,  by  Solomon  South- 
wick,  editor  ;  Webster  &  Wood,  publishers.  The 
Standard,  weekly,  by  Matthew  Cole.  August  4.  Tlie 
Comet,  by  Daniel  ^McGlashan,  editor.  October  13. 
The  Albany  Signs  oj  the  Times  and  Literary  Writer, 
Daniel  McGlashan,  publisher  ;  J.  B.  Van  Schaick 
and  S.  D.  W.  Bloodgood,  editors. 

1828.  —  The  Morning  Chronicle,  daily,  by  Beach. 
Denio  &  Richards.    Albaiy  Chronicle,  semi-weekly. 

1828.— Age,  by  Galpin  &  Sturtevant. 

1-828. — December  27.  Albany  Times  and  Lit- 
erary Writer,  James  McGlashan,  publisher;  Blood- 
good  and  Van  Schaick,  editors. 

1828. — Albany  Minerva,  by  Joel  Munsell. 

1 830.  — January  30.  The  Albanian,  semi-monthly, 
Arthur  N.  Sherman.  March  22.  The  Albany  Even- 
ing  [ournal,  Thurlow  Weed,  editor  ;  B.  D.  Pack- 
ard &  Co.,  publishers.  April  3.  Farmers',  Me- 
chanics', and  Workingmens  Advocate,  McPherson  & 
McKercher.  April.  Albany  Bee,  J.  Duffy,  W.  S. 
McCulloch  &  C.  Angus. 

1 83 1.  — September  7.  Albany  Literary  Gazette, 
John  P.  Jermain,  editor  ;  James  D.  Nicholson, 
publisher.  November  21.  Journal  and  Telegraph, 
Hosford  &  Wait.     Temperance  Recorder,  monihly. 

1832.  — January  5.  Daily  Craftsman,  Roberts 
and  James,  editors.  The  Albany  Quarterly,  8vo,  by 
Albany  Historical  Society;  edited  by  J.  R.  &  S. 
M.  Wilson.    One  volume  issued. 

1833.  — -February.  American  Quarterly  Hemp 
Magazine.    Continued  two  years. 

1834.  — March.  The  Cultivator,  conducted  by 
Jesse  Buel,  J.  P.  Beekman,  and  J.  D.  Wasson. 
April  5.  The  Daily  Ne7cs,  Hunter  &  Hoffman. 
Albany  Whig,  by  J.  B.  \'an  Schaick  &  Co. 

1 834.  — January.  American  Temperance  Intelli- 
gencer, monthly. 

1835.  — October  12.  The  Albany  Transcript,  C. 
F.  Powell  &  Co. ;  a  penny  paper. 

1835. — Albany  Bouquet  and  Literary  Spectator, 
by  George  Trumbull;  mondily. 

1835.  — May.  The  Sdk  Worm,  monthly;  two 
years;  then  changed  to  The  Silk  Worm  and  Sugar 
Manual;  discontinued  in  1S5S. 

1836.  —  'The  Zodiac,  Monthly,  by  Gen.  De  Cou- 
drey  Holstein.  The  Common  School  Assistant,  by 
J.  Orville  Taylor. 


1838. — January  6.  The  FamUy  Newspaper, 
weekly,  by  Solomon  Southwick.  July  4.  Daily 
Patriot,  an  anti-slavery  paper,  by  J.  G.  Wallace. 

1840.  —  The  fe§'ersonian,  a  camp.iigr.  paper,  by 
Horace  Greeley.  September  19.  The  Unionist, 
a  daily  campaign  paper,  by  J.  ^lunsell,  C.  Love- 
ridge,  and  others.  Tomahaick  and  Scalping  Knife, 
shiirt  time.  Albany  Patriot,  by  J.  C.  Jackson,  four 
years.     The  Rough  Hai'er,  dailv,  campaien. 

1 84  X. —Albany  Atlas,  by  Vance  Wendell.  Will- 
iam Cassidv  and  H.  H.  Van  Dvke  became  editors  in 
1843- 

1842.  —  The  Irishman,  by  PL  O'Kane,  seven 
weeks.  The  Sunday  Tickler,  by  C.  W.  Ta^dor. 
Albany  S'lvitck,  by  H.  J.  Hastings;  afterwards  by 
PZ.  I^slie.  November  13.  Youth's  Temperance 
Enterprise,  J.  Stanley  Smith;  three  years. 

I. '^43. — September  4.  Daily  Knickerbocker,  by 
Hugh  J.  Hastings.  Weekly  Knickerbocker,  June  8, 
1857.    The  Subterranean,  by  James  Duffy. 

1 844.  — Albany  Spectator. 

1845.  — April  9.  I'he  Albany  Freeholder,  a  week- 
ly anti-rent  paper,  by  Thomas  A.  Devyr.  The 
Gavel,  by  Joel  Munsell.  The  Scourge,  by  Vv'ood- 
ward  &  Packard.   Vesper  Bell,  by  Abbott  &  Crosby. 

1846.  — December  8.  Albany  Herald,  by  A.  B. 
Van  Olinda.  The  Balance.  December  17.  Al- 
bany Morning  Telegraph. 

1847.  — District  School  Journal,  by  .Francis 
Dwight.  Ihe  Castigator,  by  J.  Smith.  Sep- 
tember 13.  Albany  Morning  PZvpress.  a  penn\' 
paper,  by  Stone  &  Plenley:  discontinued  ^larch 
22,  1 8 56.  Albany  Weekly  E.ypress,  issued  Febru- 
ary I,  1 85 1. 

1848.  — Christian  Palladium,  by  Jasper  Hazen; 
removed  to  New  Jersey  in  1855;  ''^'^s  called  Chris- 
tian Herald  from  1849.  The  Busy  Bee.  by  E. 
Andrews,  two  years.  I'he  Castigator,  by  Mortimer 
Smith,  editor. 

1 84 9.  — May  15.  The  Albany  Daily  Messct!ger, 
a  penny  paper,  by  B.  F.  Romaine.  editor,  fune 
30.  Sunday  Dutchman. 

1850.  — February  16.  Albany  Daily  Times,  by 
Heron,  Furman  &  Thornton.  Half-Dollar  Month- 
ly, B.  F.  Romaine.  Journal  of  the  Ncm  York  State 
Agricultural  Society;  published  many  years.  Al- 
biiny  Evening  Atlas. 

1851.  — September  i.  Albany  Dady  Eagle,  a 
penny  paper,  by  John  Shafts;  four  monihs.  Janu- 
ary 4.  American  Mechanic,  bv  J.  I\L  Patterson. 
Carson  League,  removed  from  S\  racuse,  by  J.  T. 
Hazen  &  T.  L.  Carson.  Albany  Afinor  and  Lit- 
erary Cabinet,  by  J.  H.  Carroll  it  M.  Colburn. 
October  11.  I'he  Cithrcn,  by  Warner  ct  Hooker. 
Nor/hern  Light ;  continued  about  three  years:  con- 
ducted by  Messrs.  Dix,  Beck,  Dean,  Delavan, 
Hawley,  Johnson,  Olcott.  and  Street;  a  ueil  edited 
literary  paper,  as  its  editors'  names  indicate. 

1852.  — Temperance  Recorder.  September  11. 
Family  Intelligencer,  by  Rev.  Jasper  Hazen  ;  then 
by  y.  T.  Hazen.  The  Nrui  York  Teaciier,  con- 
ducted b}-  James  Cruikshank,  T.  W.  Valentine, 
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Francis  Dwight,  and  otlier  teachers,  as  the  organ  of 
the  New  York  State  Teachers'  Association,  for  several 
years.    Albany  Frcie  Blaettcr,  by  August  Miggael. 

1853.  — February  i.  Evening  Transcript,  first 
Albany  penny  paper,  by  Cuyier  &  Henley.  Pro- 
hibilionist,  organ  of  New  York  State  Temperance 
Society;  edited  by  Prof.  A.  !\IcCoy;  in  1857,  united 
with  Journal  oj  American  Temperance  Union. 

1854.  — Family  Dental  Journal,  monthly,  by  D. 
C.  Estes. 

1855.  — July  21.  State  Police  Tribune,  by  S.  H. 
Parsons  &  R.  M.  Griffin.    Removed  to  New  York. 

1856.  — March  23.  Albany  Daily  Statesman. 
April  21.  Albany  Morning  Times,  by  Stone  &  Co. 
September  8.  Albany  Evening  Union,  a  penny 
paper;  James  McFarlane.  Albany  Volksblatt,  by 
George  Herb. 

1857.  — Albany  Microscope,  Q\\'\x\t's,G'i\yJ\v\.  May 
4.  Albany  Morning  Express,  J.  C.  Cuyier,  editor; 
Stone  &  Henly,  publishers.  Albany  Evening  Her- 
ald, changed  to  Albany  Evening  Union,  June  29, 
1857. 

1858.  — American  Citizen.  Evening  Courier.  Aug- 
ust. The  Hour  and  the  Man,  daily  and  weekly, 
by  George  VV.  Clarke  &  John  J.  Thomas.  October. 
Mercantile  Horn,  weekly,  gratis.  Voice  of  the 
People,  campaign  paper.  December.  Evening 
Standard,  by  R.  M.  Griffin  &  Co.  Independent 
Press ;  only  a  few  months.    Astronomical  iVutes, 

"  edited  by  Prof.  Brunow.  American  Magazine, 
monthly,  by  J.  S.  &  B.  Wood;  about  one  and  a 
half  years.  The  Gavel,  two  years,  by  John  Tan- 
ner. State  Military  Gazette,  by  C.  G.  Stone;  re- 
moved to  New  York. 

1863. — ^January  17.     Standard  and  Statesman. 

1865. — October.  Albany  Evening  Post,  a  penny 
paper,  by  M.  &  E.  Griffin. 

1883. — Outing,  by  Outing  Publishing  and  Print- 
ing Company,  59  North  Pearl  street.  Removed  to 
Boston. 

1 88 1. — The  Inquirer  and  Criterion,  weekly,  by 
Charles  S.  Carpenter;  February  20,  1882,  by  Bur- 
dick  &  Taylor.  Discontinued  January  5,  1884. 
Republished  as  T'/^e /«^K/rt'r,  April  30,  1884.  Now 
discontinued. 


There  are,  doubtless,  a  great  many  others  of 
ephemeral  e.xistence,  inspired  by  personal  am- 
bition, or  by  matters  of  local  and  temporary  inter- 
est' such  as  campaign  issues,  society  organs,  school- 
boy discussions.  The  cacoethes  scribendi  has  had 
a  large  development  in  this  city.  A  collection  of 
all  these  newspapers  in  some  of  our  institutions 
would  be  interesting  and  valuable.  Many  of  them 
are  to  be  found  in  the  State  Library  and  .Albany 
Institute.  Some  in  old  chests  and  garrets.  Many 
more  have  been  consumed  by  the  tooth  of  time, 
the  flames,  or  the  grinding  paper-mill. 

18 


NEWSPAPERS  PUBLISHED  IN  ALBANY  AT 
THE  PRESENT  TIME. 

The  Albany  Argus  made  its  first  appearance  on 
Tuesday,  January  26,  181 3.  It  was  published 
semi-weekly;  Jesse  Bue!,  editor  and  owner.  On 
August  18,  1825,  it  issued  its  first  daily  paper. 
The  Daily  Argus  and  l^he  Albany  Evening  Atlas 
were  united  February  18.  1856,  under  the  name  of 
Atlas  and  Argus,  vi'wh.  Calvert  Comstock  ?.nd  Will- 
iam Cassidy,  publishers  and  editors.  On  April  6, 
1865,  they  were  succeeded  by  William  Cassidy. 
It  became  The  Argus  again,  Monday,  IMay  15, 
1865.  On  May  6,  1865,  The  Argus  Company 
was  organized.  W^illiam  Cassidy,  editor;  Daniel 
Manning  and  J.  Wesley  Smith,  associates.  S.  C. 
Hutchins  and  St.  Clair  McKelway  have  been  re- 
cent editors.  James  H.  Manning  is  present  editor. 
Sunday  paper  issued  since  ^lay  13,  1877.  Argus 
Building,  southwest  corner  of  Broadway  and 
Beaver  street. 

Albany  Evening  Journal.  B.  D.  Packard  &  Co. 
published  the  first  number  of  The  Journal,  ?^Iarch 
22,  1830.  It  was  a  strong  Anti-Masonic  paper. 
Thurlow  Weed  was  the  editor  for  over  thirty  years, 
and  rendered  it  highly  influential  over  the  entire 
Stite.  George  Dawson  succeeded  him  as  editor. 
Weed  &  Dawson  Co.,  and  Dawson  &.  Co.  have 
been  publishers.  The  .\lbany  Journal  Company 
published  its  first  copy  under  the  editorship  of 
John  A.  Sleicher,  March  17,  1884,  with  W.  J. 
Arkell  as  President;  J.  W.  Dre.Kel,  Secretary;  James 
Arkell,  Treasurer.  The  printing-house  and  office 
are  at  No.  61  State  street. 

Albany  Evening  Times,  originally  the  Albany 
Morning  Times,  was  started  Monday,  April  21, 
1856,  by  Barnes  &  Godfrey;  then  published  by 
Alfred  Stone,  David  IM.  Barnes  and  Edward  H. 
Boyd;  later  by  Samuel  \\'ilbor.  March  i,  1861, 
the  Times  was  consolidated  with  the  Evening 
Courier,  and  was  first  issued  as  an  evening  paper 
September  23,  1865.  Albany  Weekly  Times  first 
appeared  July  16,  1872.  It  was  for  a  few  years 
publishtJ  by  the  Times  Company.  Since  May, 
1881,  Theophilus  C.  Callicot  has  been  the  editor 
and  proprietor,  at  No.  401  Broadway. 

Albany  Morning  Express  was  started  September 
13,  1847.  In  1854  it  was  published  by  Munseil 
&  Co.  In  1856  its  name  was  changed  to  the  Daily 
Statesman.  The  E.xpress  was  revived  by  Stone  & 
Henley,  its  original  proprietors.  May  4,  1857,  with 
J.  C.  Cuyier,  editor.  In  1S60,  the  publishers  were 
Hunt  &  Co.  Albany  JVeehlv  Express,  issued  Aug- 
ust 4,  1 881:  Sunday  edition,  March  4,  18S3. 
Albany  Express  Company:  Edward  Henley,  J. 
C.  Cuyier,  Add  son  .\.  Keyes  and  Nathan  D.  Wen- 
dell. Printing-house,  southwest  corner  Green  and 
Beaver  streets.  A  recent  change  has  made  Prof. 
Lewis,  editor,  and  W.  F.  Hurcombe,  publisher. 

Daily  Press  and  Knickerbocker.  First  number  of 
Sunday  Press,  May  13,  1870;  Daily  Press,  Febru- 
ary 26,  1877;  Daily  Knickerbocker,  September  4, 
1843;  Press  and  Knickerbocker  un'ntd.  August  10, 
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I'^Tj.  The  Weekly  Press  and  Legishilive  Journal 
was  issue  I  f(.r  tiie  first  t  me,  January  8,  1S73. 
The  Pre  s  Company  is  comp  s^d  of  John  H.  Far- 
rell,  Myron  H.  Rookt-r  and  James  Macfarlane. 
Pr.nting-house.  18  Beaver  street. 

Evening  Post.  I'"iist  i-sued  October,  1S60,  by 
R.  U.k  Griffin;  e  lit  .r,  R.  .M.  Griffin.  Present 
publ  shers.  JNI.  &  E.  Grjtlin,  No.  7  Hudson  avenue. 

Alba7iy  Evening  Union.  The  Union  Print  ng  and 
Publishing  Company  fir~t  published  this  paper 
]\Iond  ly,  May  29,  1882,  at  their  office  in  B.-aver 
Block,  South  Pe.irl  street.  On  Monday,  July  16, 
1883,  John  Parr  became  eJitor  and  proprietor, 
and  published  the  paper  from  No.  28  Beaver  street. 
Fred.  \V.  White  is  now  president  and  editor. 

Freie  Blaetler,  started  by  Henry  Bender  &  Aug- 
ust Miggael  in  1S52;  now  and  for  many  years  con- 
ducted by  August  Miggael  at  No.  26  Beaver  street. 
German  daily  paper.  Dcr  Sontagsgast,  issued 
since  1882  as  a  supplement  to  the  Saturday  edition. 
Office,  No.  44  Beaver  street. 

Taglicher  Albany  Herald.  This  German  daily 
was  first  published  by  Jacob  Heinmiller,  Tuesday, 
October  10,  1 871;  w^?,  ksmqA  zs,  Der  Albany  Her- 
ald on  February  11,  1869.  The  present  office  is 
at  No.  87  Westerlo  street. 

The  Cullivator  and  Country  Gentleman,  a  weekly 
paper  since  January  4,  1866.  As  a  monthly  it 
was  first  published  as  the  Cultivator,  in  March, 
1834,  and  conducted  by  Jesse  Buel,  J.  P.  Beek- 
man  and  J.  D.  Wasson.  It  was  subsequently  pub- 
lished by  W.  Gaylord  &  L.  Tucker,  and  by  L. 
Tucker  &  Son,  who  united  it  with  The  Country 
Gentleman,  which  was  started  by  Luther  Tucker 
and  John  T.  Thomas,  January  6,  1853.  It  is 
ably  conducted  by  L.  PL  k  G.  M.  Tucker,  editors 
and  proprietors. 

The  Catholic  Telegraph,  first  issued  in  Albany, 
January,  1S80.  Telegraph  Publishmg  Company 
was  incorporated  June,  1882.  M.  J.  Ludden, 
editor. 

The  Guide,  I.  O.  O.  F.  D.  H.  Turner,  editor. 
Fir^t  published,  February  15,  18S1.  Issued  every 
two  weeks.  D.  H.  Turner  &  G.  B.  Powers, 
publishers. 

Albany  Law  Journal.  Monthly.  First  number 
published  January  9,  1870.  Isaac  Grant  Thomp- 
son, editor;  We.d,  Parsons  &  Co  ,  publishers, 
Nos.  39  and  41  Columbia  street.  Present  editor, 
Irving  Browne. 

Our  Work  at  Home.  Monthly.  Was  first  pub- 
lished at  the  rooms  of  the  City  Tract  and  Mission- 
ary Society,  September,  1875.  Ch.irles  Reyno'ds, 
editor.  The  present  editor  is  George  Sander.-on, 
Jr.  Office,  No.  9  North  Pearl  street.  It  is  the 
or.;an  of  the  City  Mission  and  Tract  Society. 

The  Voice  was  first  published  as  a  monthly, 
Januciry.  1879,  at  401  Broadway.  Edgar  S.  Wer- 
ner, editor  and  proprietor,  No.  59  Lancaster 
street. 

Forest,  Forge  and  Farm.  Publi-hed  in  A'hany 
since  June.  18S2.  H.  S.  Quatkenbush,  editor 
and  publisher,  Tweddle  Building. 


Poultry  Monthly.  First  issued  by  the  Ferris  Pub- 
Tshing  Company,  November,  1879.  Office,  481 
Broadway. 

The  jSTedical  Annals  was  first  published  in  Jan- 
uary, 1883,  by  a  Committee  of  Albany  County 
Medical  Society.  Burdick  &  Taylor,  481  Broad- 
way, are  the  present  publishers.  Dr.  F.  C  Curtis 
and  others,  editors. 

NEWSPAPERS    PUBLISHED    IN  OTHER 
PLACES  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

COEYMANS. 

Coeymans  Gazette;  started  in  1863  by  Gilbert  C. 
Vincent  ;  sold  to  Willard  Pond  in  1S64;  then  to 
Henry  Brook;  afterwards  to  McKee  &  Spring- 
stead.  Professor  Thomas  McKee  became  sole 
editor  and  proprietor  in  December,  1869,  and 
finally  took  it  to  Greenbush  as  the  Rensselaer 
Gazette. 

Coeymans  Herald,  weekly.  S.  H.  &  E.  J.  Sher- 
man, editors  and  proprietors. 

Co  HOES. 

The  Cohoes  Advertiser ;  started  in  February,  1847, 
by  Ayres  &  Co. 

The  Cohoes  fournal  and  Advertiser  succeeded 
the  above  in  January,  1848;  continued  by  same 
firm  until  January,  1849. 

The  Cohoes  Cataract 'iXiCQft&^Q.A  the  above;  pub- 
lished by  Silliman  &  Miller  from  June,  1849,  to 
September,  1851;  then  sold  to  James  H.  Masten, 
who  published  it  until  January,  1867;  then  sold  it 
to  Anthony  S.  Baker,  its  publisher  until  January, 
1S70,  when  it  was  bought  again  by  J.  H.  Alasten. 

Cohoes  Daily  Neivs.   J.  H.  Masten,  proprietor. 

Cohoes  Regulator.  Alexis  Wager,  publisher; 
weekly. 

La  Patrie  Nouvelle.  J.  M.  Authier,  editor  and 
publisher;  weekly. 

Green  Island. 
Green  Island  Revieiv.  Henry  L.  Gilbert,  editor 
and  proprietor;  weekly. 

Knowersville. 
Knoiversville  Gazette;  a  local  weekly,  recently 
published. 

Rensselaerville. 
The  Rural  Folio,  started  in  January,  1828,  by 
C.  G.  ct  A.  Polliner,  and  continued  two  years. 

West  Troy. 

West  Troy  Advocate;  started  October,  1837,  bv 
William  Hollands;  continued  by  his  widow  and 
son,  after  his  decease 

Watervliet  Daily  Democrat;  started  by  Allen 
Carey,  January  20,  1S59. 

Albany  County  Democrat;  started  in  1S60.  Allen 
Carey,  editor;  weekly. 

Watervleit  Journal.  Treanor  &  Hardin,  proprie- 
tor^;  weekly. 

Shakfrs  (P.  O.) 
Shaker  Manifesto.  Edited  and  published  as  a  4to 
monthly,  by  Kev.  G.  A.  Lomas. 
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Names. 


Service  BegaN' 


Nicolls,  Richard  Sept.  8,  1664. 


Time  of 
Service. 

Y.     M.  D. 


Lovelace,  Krancis. 

Evertse,  Comelis  

Bencker,  Jacob  

Calve,  Anthony  

Andros,  Edmund  

Brockholles,  Anthony. 

Andros,  Edmund  

Brockholles,  Anthony. 

Dongan,  Thomas  

Andros,  Edmund  

Nicholson,  Francis. . . . 

Leisler,  Jacob  

Sloughter,  Henry  

Inguldsby,  Kii.hard. . . 
Fletcher,  Benjamin. . . 

Coote,  Richard  

Nanfan,  John  

Coote,  Richard  

Smith,  William  

De  Peyster,  Abraham. 

Schuyler,  Peter  

Nanfan,  John  

Hyde,  Edward  

Lovelace,  John  

Schuvler,  Peter  

Ingoldsby,  Richard . . . 

Schuyler,  Peter  

Ingoldsby,  Richard.  . . 
Bceckman,  Gerardus. . 
Hutiier,  Robert. 


Burnet,  William  . 
Montgomerie,  John. . . 

Van  Dam,  Rip  

Coiby,  William  

Clarke,  George  

Clarke,  George  

Clinton,  George   

Osborne,  Danvers.... 
De  Lancey,  James.  .. 

Hardy,  Charles  

De  Lancey,  James.  . . 
Colden,  Cailwallader. 
Colden,  Cadwallader. 
Monckton,  Roliert  .  .  . 
Colden,  Cadwallader. 


Aug.  17,  1668. .  , 

Aug.  12,  1673.. . 

Sept.  ig,  1673. . . 
Nov.  10,  1674. .  . 
Nov.  16,  1677. .  . 
Aug.  7,  1678. . .  . 
I  Jan.  13,  1681.. .  . 
Aug.  27,  1683. .  . 
Aug.  II,  J 688. .  . 
Oct.  9,  16S8.  .  .  . 
June  3,  1689.  . .  . 
March  19,  1691. . 
July  26,  1691 .  . 
Aug.  30,  1692  .  . 
April  13.  1698. .  .  I 
\ray  17,  1699.  .  . 
July  24,  1700. .  . : 

-March  5,  1701 .  ,  i 


May  19,  1 701 .  . 
May  3,  1702  .  .  . 
Dec.  18,  1708.  . 
May  6,  1709  . . 
May  g,  1 709.  .  . 
May  25,  1709.  . 
June  I,  1709  . . 
.April  10,  1 7 10. 
fune  14,  1710.  . 


Schuyler,  Peier  June  21,  1719 


Sept.  17,  1720. . 
April  15,  1728. 
July  I,  1731... 
Au.r.  I,  1732. . . 
March  10,  1736 
Oct.  30,  1736.  . 
Sept.  2,  1743... 
Oct,  10,  1753. . 
Oct.  12,  1753.. . 
Sept.  3,  1755.. 
June  3,  1757  . . 
.Aug.  4,  1760. .  . 
.Aug  8,  1 761  . . 
Oct.  26,  1761 .  . 
Nov.  18,  1761. . 


Monckton,  Rol>ert  [June  14,  1762 

Colden,  Cadwallader.  .  .  .  June  28,  1763.  . 

Moore,  Henry  [Nov.  13.  1765.. 

Colden,  Cadwallader. ...  |S?pt.  12,  1769.. 

Murray,  John  lOct.  19,  1770.  . 

Tryon,  William  jluly  9,  1771... 

Colden,  Cadwallader.  ..j April  7,  1774.. 

Tryon,  William  |'une  28,  1775. 

Robertson,  James  'March  23,  1780. 

Elliott,  Andiew  [.April  17,  1783.. 


9 
I 

7 
3 
I 

3 
o 
6 
10 

I 
I 

3 
I 


II  9 
II  25 


I 
o 
8 
5 
7 

1 1 
I 

7 
9 
4 
I 

7 
I 
2 
7 


1 1 

7 
4 


21 
6 
21 
6 
14 
14 
28 
24 
16 

7 
4 

13 
4 
7 

1 1 


2  14 


14 
15 
18 

3 
16 

6 
9 
4 
7 
26 
28 
16 
o 

9 
20 
2 


6 
2 
I 
7 
7 

10 

1  8 
2 

10  21 

9  o 

2  I 
o  4 
2  18 

22 
22 
14 

15 

29 

7 

8  20 
8  28 
2  21 
8  25 
o  24 


Colonel  

Sir,  Colonel .  . . . 

Council  of  War . 


Character. 


Mild  and  prudent. 
Arbitrary  and  oppressive. 


Prudent  and  energetic. 
.Arbitrary  and  odious. 


Director-General  

Sir,  Knight  

Military  Commander... 

Sir,  Knight  i  A  hated  tyrant. 

Captain  1 

Colonel  [Liberal  and  politic. 

Sir,  Knight   |  .Arrogant  and  seltish. 

Major  [Brave,  irascible,  loo.-e  morals. 

honest  and  earnest. 


Merchant   Bold 

[Colonel  

j  Major  

Miliiary  Officer.  . . 
I  Earl  of  Bellomont. 


Earl  of  Bellomont  

(  Councilor  ) 

Councilor  > 

(  Councilor  ) 

Lieutenant-Governor. .  . 

Lord  Cornbury  

Lord  Lovelace  

Councilor  

NLajor  

Colonel  

Major ,  

Councilor  

General  

Councilor  


Intemperate  and  licentious. 
Haughty  and  indolent. 
Bigoted,  weak,  covetous  and  corrupt. 
Energetic  and  discreet. 

A  worthy  officer. 
Wise  and  tiue;  friends 

of  the  people  of  the 

Colony. 

Haughty,  vicious,  intolerant. 
Weak  and  inactive. 
A  true  patriot. 
Arrogant  and  exacting. 
Vigilant  and  trusty. 


Liberal  and  just. 
Judiv.ious  and  equitable. 


 I  Vain  and  useless. 

Councilor    j  Upright  and  trusi  worthy. 

Colonel  [Univer:aliy  detected. 


Admiral  

-Sir,  B.Tronet. 

Lawyer  

Sir.  Knight . . 
Lawyer  


General 


Sir,  Baronet  

Earl  of  Dunniore. 


I  .Military  Governor, 
j  Milit.irv  Governor. 


Unreliable  and  unpopular. 
Committed  suic:de. 
Decided  and  energetic. 

Loyal  and  influential. 
Scientific,  unpopular. 
Honest,  impolitic. 

Loyal,  not  popular. 

Learned,  not  gracious. 
Grnial  and  iiiconi|>eient. 
Lacked  pojHi'ar  sympathy. 
Un-crupu!ou>  and  infamous. 
Loyal,  but  iMt  piipul.ir. 
Learned,  e^tecmrd,  I  ut  hated, 
Kespicted,  but  not  Lved. 


■Amiable. 


We  have,  p.irtly  in  order  to  save  space,  given 
the  above  tabul  ir  history  of  the  Colon  al  Governors. 
Dates  often  connictinij  have  been  written  (down 
from  sources  considered  most  reliable.  So  fir  as 
Albiny  Countv  is  concerned,  there  is  little  more  to 
be  said  about  them.  Tlie  olficial  r^-'sidence  was  in 
New  York  City,  and  they  seldom  came  to  .Albany 
except  for  a  recreition  trip,  or  for  making  a  show 
of  their  importance,  and  to  receive  demonstrative 


I  recognition  from  the  well-to-do  and  loyal  people 
!  of  the  second  city  in  their  government.    Go  id 
policy  made  it  best  for  them,  sometimes,  to  meet 
[  the  Indians  here  in  council,  to  make  pre>ents  and 
!  have  a  good  talk  with  them.    They  came  with 
j  pomp,  dres>cd  in  blue  and  gold  irimni' d  coats,  with 
gold-laced  hats  and  sh  'wy  ruffles.    They  e.\|rected 
processions  and  foastings,  and  every  demonstration 
,  of  joy  and  respect  from  the  people.    Policy  granted 
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as  much;  but  sensible  men  were  glad  when  it  was 
over  and  expenses  paid. 

These  men  were  usually  of  intemperate  and 
licentious  habits;  of  weak  or  mediocre  talents: 
given  to  their  appetite;  ruled  by  their  mistresses 
and  favorites.  Dissolute  in  morals,  they  were 
often  broken  down  in  strength.  They  gave  formal 
attention  to  the  religion  of  the  Church  which  best 
pleased  the  King. 

They  generally  had  no  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  people.  All  were  foreign  born;  most  of  them 
incompetent  pets  or  members  of  the  English  aris- 
tocracy. Penniless,  useless  and  dependent  at 
home,  they  were  sent  abroad  to  get  rich  by 
robbing  the  people,  and  to  serve  the  King- — ^whose 
sycophants  they  were — in  any  way  to  please  him 
and  aggrandize  themselves.  They  sought  to  asso- 
ciate with  themselves  the  wealthy  and  influential, 
from  whom  they  received  adulation  and  flattery, 
in  order  to  secure  favors  in  petty  offices,  sen- 
sual pleasures  and  land  grants.  They  kept  aloof  as 
much  as  possible  from  the  toiling  people,  and 
asked  of  them  only  taxes  to  pay  exorbitant  salar- 
ies and  carry  out  selfish  schemes. 

The  powers  of  these  Governors  were  legislative 
and  executive.  Outside  their  favorites  they  sought 
no  counsel.  They  had  to  do  with  forts,  garrisons 
and  all  military  matters  in  peace  and  war;  with 
keeping  the  Indians  on  good  terms;  with  church 
affairs;  with  the  excise;  with  regulating  trade; 
with  grantmg  lands;  with  appointing  civil  and 
military  officers;  with  weights  and  measures;  and 
even  with  licensing  teachers  and  midwives  and 
regulating  marriage  and  divorce.  Most  were  in- 
terested specially  in  making  land  grants,  because 
most  productive  of  wealth.  No  industries  were 
encouraged.  Rents  were  fluctuating;  lands  were 
at  low  value;  trade  was  paralyzed;  taxes  high  and 
oppressive  during  most  of  these  years. 

The  official  terms  of  most  of  these  Governors 
were  short,  and  marked  by  few  incidents  of  impor- 
tance as  proceeding  from  them.  They  were  often 
recalled  on  account  of  manifest  incompetency  or 
glaring  dishonesty  and  fraud.  In  vain  the  public, 
as  they  gladly  saw  the  departure  of  a  ruling  gov- 
ernor, hoped  that  the  next  would  be  a  wiser  and 
better  man. 

The  constant  call  of  the  people  for  something 
better  did  not  reach  the  ear  of  royalty  except  to 
irritate  the  selfish  and  heartless  King  or  Governor. 
Despising  the  clamors  of  their  subjects,  they 
neither  attempted  to  soothe  ihem,  nor  understood 
how  to  do  it.  These  colonial  years  were  years 
of  one  long  and  grievous  cry  for  relief  from 
burdens,  for  heaven-born  rights,  for  representation 
of  their  interests.  It  is  easy  to  see  what  Albany 
thought  of  these  matters  by  the  class  of  men  put 
forward  to  direct  public  atTairs  at  home,  or  to  rep- 
resent them  in  the  Assemblies  when  they  were 
allowed.  Though  generally  loyal  subjects  of  the 
government,  at  the  same  time  they  were  friends  of 
popular  representation  and  the  advancement  of 
the  true  interests  of  the  colony.  Aside  from  these 
remarks,  we  shall  have  little  to  say  of  individual 
Governors;  of  some,  nothing. 


There  is  no  doubt  that  the  influence  of  the  Eng- 
lish, particularly  those  from  New  England,  many 
of  whom  resided  in  New  York  City,  at  that  time 
engaged  in  commerce,  had  much  to  do  with  over- 
riding the  will  of  Peter  Stuyvesant,  and  forced  him 
to  a  reluctant  and  bloodless  surrender  of  the  Dutch 
power  in  1664.  These  people,  tired  of  the  stub- 
born tyranny  of  the  inflexible  old  Governor,  were 
longing  for  the  liberties  allowed  in  New  England. 
Thev  expected  them  under  Governor  Nicolls,  but 
they  were  disappointed.  Ilis  administration  was 
a  mild  one;  he  did  not  impair  the  city  liberties  of 
Albany,  nor  interfere  with  its  trade.  After  its 
peaceable  surrender,  September  24,  1664,  things 
went  on  as  usual.  During  his  time  the  "Duke's 
Laws  "  were  framed,  but  no  popular  representa- 
tive was  allowed;  no  new  franchises  conceded.  It 
was  decided  that  the  Dutch  patents  must  be  re- 
newed as  invalid,  bringing  wealth  to  the  Governor 
by  his  enormous  fees  for  granting  new  titles.  The 
Mohawks  made  a  fearful  raid  into  Canada  in  1666, 
which  the  French  returned.  But  the  colonists  had 
peace. 

The  odious  Lovelace  listened  to  nothing  asked 
by  the  people.  He  told  them  that  their  business 
was  to  work  and  pay  their  taxes.  He  ordered 
their  remonstrance  to  be  burned  by  the  common 
hangman.  His  term  came  to  a  sudden  end. 
New  York  was  retaken  by  a  Dutch  fleet  without 
firing  a  gun.  Lovelace  was  away  enjoying  his 
ease;  while  Captain  John  Manning,  in  charge  of 
Fort  James,  probably  for  a  bribe,  surrendered 
August  9,  1673,  at  the  first  summons.  The  dis- 
appointed Dutch  were  willing.  No  one  cared  ex- 
cept the  King  and  his  loyal  adherents. 

Anthony  Colve,  who  was  made  Director-General, 
took  possession.  Old  titles  and  officers  were  re- 
stored. Albany  surrendered  to  the  new  govern- 
ment. Fort  Albany  was  named  Fort  Nassau,  and 
the  village  of  Beverswyck  was  called  Willemstadt. 
The  Reformed  Church  was  specially  protected 
while  other  religions  were  tolerated,  Andries 
Draeyer  was  made  Commandant  of  the  Fort. 
Gerrit  Van  Slechtenhorst,  Cornelis  Van  Dyck, 
David  Schuyler  and  Peter  Bogardus  were  made 
Schepens  Oi  the  village,  and  Martin  Gerritsen, 
Pieter  Vounen,  and  Hendrick  Van  Ness.  Schepens 
of  Rensselaerwyck. 

But  the  restored  Dutch  dynasty  was  brief.  At 
this  time  England  and  Holland  were  at  war. 
Peace  was  settled  at  ^^'e^tminster,  and  Governor 
Colve  formally  gave  over  the  New  Netherlands  and 
its  dependencies  to  Governor  Andros,  representing 
his  Britannic  Majesty,  November  10,  1674,  and 
Englii-h  rule  was  restored  before  the  Dutch  system 
had  fairly  begun  again.  Duke  James  took  out  a 
new  patent  to  save  all  controversy  in  relation 
to  his  title  in  America,  and  the  old  names  of  vil- 
lages and  forts  were  restored. 

Andros  held  sway  over  a  colony  of  unsubmissive 
subjects.  He  filled  his  position  as  Governor  about 
five  years  and  a  half  in  all,  and  never  secured  con- 
fidence and  respect.  He  visited  Albany  in  1675 
and  instituted  a  court  to  hold  sessions  every  year, 
beginning  in  June,  to  decide  civil  causes  under 
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500  guilders.  Robert  Livingston  was  clerk  of  this 
court.  He  established  the  Board  of  Indian  Com- 
missioners. In  his  time  the  bloody  King  Philip's 
War  was  raging  in  Massachusetts,  which  brought 
great  alarm  to  Albany  and  Rensselacrwyck.  He 
also  made  a  new  treaty  with  the  Mohawks  in 
August,  1675,  to  foil  the  designing  intrigues  of 
the  French  Jesuits  with  this  tribe.  At  a  second 
visit,  in  February,  1676,  it  was  found  that  the  Mo- 
hawks had  just  returned  from  a  successful  attack 
on  King  Philip's  Indians,  and  thus  allayed  the  fears 
of  the  people  of  Albany.  They  had  no  trouble 
with  Philip,  and  rendered  no  aid  to  their  New 
England  neighbors  in  this  direful  war. 

This  year  the  old  fort  was  so  dilapidated  that  it 
was  deserted — a  new  stockaded  one,  by  order  of 
Governor  Andros,  having  been  built  near  the  pres- 
ent site  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  so  as  to  defend 
and  command  the  whole  town  of  Albany.  It  had 
four  bastions  and  room  for  twenty-four  guns.  It  I 
was  occupied  in  June,  in  command  of  Captain 
Sylvester  Salisbury.  During  his  time  he  was  fre- 
quently called  upon  in  settling  church  difficulties 
at  Albany,  and  settling  Indian  questions,  which  he 
generally  adjusted  acceptably.  Andros  was  loyal 
to  his  King,  but  oppressive.  In  16S9,  he  was  ar- 
rested in  Boston  by  the  people, confined  in  the  fort, 
and  his  under  officers  shipped  to  ILngland. 

Dongan  called  the  first  representative  Assembly, 
which  met  at  Fort  James,  October  17,  1683.  The 
names  of  the  two  members  from  Albany  and  two 
from  Rensselacrwyck  are  not  known.  This  Assem- 
bly adopted  a  charter  of  liberties,  and  divided  the 
province  into  counties,  as  stated  in  another  part  of 
this  volume.  During  his  time,  the  claim  of  the 
Patroon  over  the  territory  of  Albany,  neglected  by 
Andros,  was  adjusted  amicably  and  wisely,  and 
Albany  received  its  city  charter  July  22,  16S6. 
King  Charles  II  died  February  16,  1685,  and 
James  II,  Duke  of  York,  Albany  and  Ulster,  the 
King's  brother,  and  proprietor  of  New  York  and 
dependencies,  became  King  of  i^ngland.  His  rule 
was  fickle  and  arbitrary.  The  wishes  of  the  people 
were  not  regarded  by  him.  Dongan,  though  not 
in  sympathy  in  religious  views  with  a  majority  of 
the  people,  was  a  man  of  moderation  and  gentle 
manners,  and  attended  faithfully  to  the  interests 
of  the  colony  in  the  matters  of  the  French,  who 
were  still  endeavoring,  by  religious  influence,  to 
seduce  the  Mohawks.  He  visited  the  new  city 
several  times,  and  advanced  its  policy  by  good 
counsel  and  good  appointments.  There  was  some 
feeling  against  him,  chiefly  on  account  of  his  reli- 
gion, at  a  time  of  less  liberality  than  now. 

King  James  was  forced  to  abdicate  his  throne, 
and  William  III  was  proclaimed  Kin?.  February 
16,  1689.     Mary,  a  Protestant  sister  of  James,  was  i 
his  wife,  and  Queen.    This  event  led  to  great  ex- 
citement throughout  the  colony,  particularly  in 
New  York  and  Albany.   The  government  and  peo- 
ple of  this  city  hailed  the  news  of  a  new  King  and 
Queen  with  great  demonstrations  of  jov.   Thev  met  j 
on  the  ist  of  July,  1689,  at  the  City  Hall,  and  with  j 
"y*  greatest  solemnity  that  could  be  used  in  so 
short  a  time  "  marched  to  the  Fort,  where  public  | 


proclamation  was  made  in  FZnglish  and  Dutch, 
guns  fired,  and  loud  acclamations  of  "  God  save 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary,"  were  made,  con- 
cluding with  the  "  Ringing  of  y"  Bell,  Bonfyres, 
fyreworks,  and  all  o"  Demonstrations  of  joy. '' 

The  assumption  of  authority  by  Jacob  Leisler,  a 
merchant  and  militia  captain  of  New  York  City, 
made  much  trouble  in  Albany.  He  held  his  posi- 
tion with  the  approval  of  the  people.  The  aristoc- 
racy were  opposed  to  him  as  a  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Province.  He  was  acting  governor 
for  the  time.  Lieutenant-Governor  Nicholson  had 
gone  to  England,  and  the  colony  had  no  governor. 
Leisler  may  have  been  ambitious,  but  he  was  honest 
and  patriotic.  He  was  brave  and  popular.  It  was 
his  purpose  to  give  up  the  trust  committed  him  by 
the  people  as  soon  as  a  Governor  appointed  by 
William  and  Mary  should  reach  New  York. 
Meanwhile  he  profleredaid  to  protect  the  frontiers 
I  at  Albany  and  Schenectady,  now  in  danger  of  in- 
vasion from  the  French  and  Indians,  and  claimed 
possession  of  the  fort  at  Albany  and  recognition  of 
his  right  to  command.  He  sent  his  son-in-law, 
Jacob  Milborne,  to  persuade  the  people  of  Albany 
to  yield  to  Leisler's  government.  Some  of  the 
people  looked  favorably  upon  the  matter.  But  the 
city  government  regarded  the  course  of  Leisler  and 
Milborne  as  without  authority  of  William  and  Mary, 
and  therefore  seditious.  The  Mayor,  Peter  Schuy- 
ler, took  charge  of  the  fort,  and  successfully  resisted 
all  attempts  of  Milborne  and  his  troops,  who  had 
been  sent  up  from  New  York  for  that  purpose,  to 
take  possession  of  it.  The  citizens  were  divided 
in  their  sympathies.  They  sent  for  aid  to  Con- 
necticut, and  aid  came;  to  Massachusetts,  and  they 
were  advised  to  yield  to  Leisler  and  have  peace. 
This  they  did,  because  of  their  fear,  especially  after 
the  burning  of  Schenectady,  of  invasion  and  devas- 
tation. Leisler  at  once  prepared  for  defense,  and 
sent  forces,  made  up  of  friendly  Indians,  soldiers 
of  Albany  County  and  from  Connecticut,  against 
Canada.  The  latter,  to  the  disgust  of  Leisler,  re- 
turned August  20,  1690,  having  seen  no  enemy  and 
effected  nothing.  Leisler  imprisoned  the  com- 
mander of  the  expedition,  (jeneral  Winthrop,  of 
Connecticut,  and  some  other  officers;  established  a 
local  government  for  the  City  and  County  of  Al- 
bany, to  control  affairs,  and  returned  to  New  York 
City.  The  city  was  in  great  fear  and  disquiet 
during  the  winter  of  1690-91. 

Governor  Sloughter  came  with  a  commission  from 
the  Crown,  March  19,  1691.    Leisler  readily  yiehl- 
ed  the  authority,  claimed  as  from  the  people.  He 
was  no  usurper.    But  the  aristocratic  haters  of  popu- 
lar rule  were  not  satisfied.    They  caused  the  im- 
mediate   arrestof  Leisler  and  Milborne,  and  had 
i  them  cast  in  prison,  tried  and  convicted  on  the 
charge  of  treason.     Sloughter,  during  a  drunken 
debauch,  signed  the  sentence  of  execution,  and 
they  were  hanged  May  i6,  1691.     History  writes 
the  actors  in  this  malicious  murder  as  traitors 
j  against  freedom  and  humanity, 
j      Governor  Fletcher,  one  of  the  most  arrogant  and 
covetous  of  the  Governors,  visited  Albany  as  most 
1  of  the  Governors  did,  to  display  his  authority,  and 
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to  hold  a  meeting  with  the  Sachems.  He  planned 
in  1693,  at  this  city,  an  unsuccessful  expedition 
against  Canada.  His  dishonest  conduct,  especially 
in  the  matter  of  giving  grants  of  land  to  his  favorites, 
caused  him  to  be  recalled  in  disgrace.  Boastful  of 
military  skill,  he  was  cowardly  and  imbecile  in 
action.  A  hater  of  all  religion,  he  was  a  professed 
Episcopalian,  and  made  himself  odious  by  an 
endeavor  to  make  it  the  only  sect  recognized  by 
the  State  and  supported  by  general  tax.  The  brief 
terms  of  the  Earl  of  Bellomont  were  those  of  judi- 
cious management.  They  embraced  the  period  of 
the  famous  piracy  of  William  Kidd.  Lord  Corn- 
bury  left  a  record  of  unscrupulous  villainy  and 
licentiousness  that  puts  his  name  in  lasting  con- 
tempt. Governor  Hunter  promoted  the  immigra- 
tion of  the  Palatinates,  kept  peace  with  the  Indians, 
and  encouraged  improvements. 

Governor  Burnet  was  interested  in  regulating  trade 
with  Canada;  in  cultivating  friendly  relations  with 
the  Indians;  and  making  forts  and  other  defenses 
more  secure.  Cosby  was  narrow  in  his  prejudices 
and  a  petty  tyrant.  The  famous  Zenger  libel  case 
occurred  in  his  time,  in  1734.  His  triumph  has 
been  called  "the  Morning  Star  of  the  Revolution." 
It  was,  at  least,  one  of  the  stars.  Governor  Clarke's 
administration  covers  the  disgraceful  negro  plot  of 
1 74 1,  equal  in  folly  to  the  Salem  witchcraft.  Gov- 
ernor Clinton's  long  term  was  not  successful  in  pleas- 
ing the  people.  He  was  afraid  to  displease  King 
George,  and  all  his  attempts  in  public  matters 
displayed  ignorance  and  timidity.  Saratoga  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  French  and  Indians  in  1747. 

Governor  James  De  Lancey  was  a  man  of  liberal 
culture,  an  able  lawyer,  a  PVench  Protestant  and 


a  Loyalist.  He  understood  the  people  and  did  not 
boldly  oppose  them.  He  was  President  of  the  no- 
table Convention  held  at  Albany  in  1754.  Cadwal- 
lader  Colden,  who,  as  President  of  the  Council  and 
Lieutenant-Governor,  attended  to  the  affairs  of  the 
province  several  years,  and  most  of  the  time  indeed 
between  1760  and  1774,  was  a  friend  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  colony,  as  he  regarded  them.  As  sur- 
veyor he  did  much  in  the  settlement  of  land  ([ues- 
tions.  But  his  inflexible  adherence  to  the  English 
government,  his  decided  want  of  s}"mpathy  with  pop- 
ular feeling  of  the  time,  made  him  odious  and  his  sit- 
uation unpleasant.  Governor  Colden  had  his  Maj- 
esty's service  sincerely  at  heart,  and  looked  upon  all 
as  rebels  who  questioned  its  wisdom.  He  was  con- 
fident that  all  men  of  property  and  all  pious  people 
who  had  not  been  poisoned  against  the  King  by 
the  Boston  party  would  be  true  to  him.  He  was, 
no  diiubt,  honest  in  his  sentiments.  He  was  often 
at  Albany,  and  was  quite  actively  interested  in 
his  efforts  to  force  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  to 
submit  to  the  government  of  New  York.  He  in- 
sisted upon  Connecticut  River  as  the  eastern  bound- 
ary of  this  colony.  Sir  Henry  iMoore  spent  much 
of  his  time  socially  at  Albany.  The  most  marked 
feature  of  his  brief  administration  was  his  regrant- 
ing  of  the  townships  in  the  New  Hampshire  Grants, 
as  a  part  of  Vermont  was  then  called,  and  the  ex- 
action of  large  fees  for  these  unjust  transactions. 
William  Tryon  served  his  King  well,  and  inflicted 
all  the  injuries  he  could  upon  the  patriots  of  the 
revolutionary  period,  both  before  and  after  the 
declaration  of  independence.  He  was  the  last  of 
the  royal  Governors,  and  went  back  to  England  in 
1780. 


THE  COLONIAL  MILITARY  AFFAIRS  AND  WARS  IN 

ALBANY  COUNTY. 


THE  storms  of  rude  war  were  ever  beating  about 
Albany  during  its  colonial  history.  It  was  a 
city  always  under  arms.  Here  were  stockaded  forts 
and  garrisons.  Soldiers  were  often  billeted  upon 
the  people;  military  parade  was  frequent;  the  vices 
of  the  camp  were  seen  in  the  street  and  carried 
their  influence  into  families.  Here  was  constant 
fear — fear  of  foreign  foes,  of  treacherous  savages, 
and  of  the  very  soldiers  who  were  sent  here  to  pro- 
tect life  and  liberty. 

We 'propose  to  give  enough  of  the  history  of 
these  wars  to  show  the  relations  which  the  County 
of  Albany  sustained  to  them;  fhe  state  of  the  pub- 
lic mind;  the  condition  of  the  military  service;  and 
in  general,  what  was  done  or  borne  in  Albany  by 
its  inhabitants  or  the  soldiers  who  centered  here. 

The  French  in  Canada  had  much  reason  for 
unfriendly  feelings  towards  the  Mohawks  dwelling 
along  the  Mohawk  River,  in  fortified  castles, 
approaching  Albany.    They  were  jealous  of  the 


Dutch  and  the  English,  because  these  Indians  were 
on  terms  of  amity  and  commerce  w-ith  them;  and 
there  were  suspicions  that  some  of  the  hostile 
deeds  of  these  savages  were  prompted  by  their 
rival  traders  at  Albany.  Hence,  Albany  was  in 
great  fear  of  the  French  and  their  Adirondack 
allies.  We  give  the  following  account  of  the  first 
experiences  which  our  city  had  of  these  French 
invaders,  in  the  language  of  the  times. 

In  February,  1666,  Monsieur  Courcelles,  Gover- 
nor of  Canada,  made  an  unsuccessful  expedition 
against  the  ?*Iohawks,  coming  unwitt  ngly  "'within 
two  miles  of  a  small  village  called  Schenectade, 
lying  in  the  woods  beyond  Fort  Albany  in  the 
territoryes  of  his  Koyall  Highness.  He  fell  into 
an  ambu'-h  and  lost  some  of  his  men.  Seven  who 
were  wounded  were  sent  the  next  day  to  the  village, 
where  thev  were  carefully  drest  and  sent  to  .-Mbany. 
The  Dutch  bores  carrycd  to  the  camp  such  provis- 
ions  as  they  had,  and  were  too  well  paid  for  it; 
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especially  peaz  and  bread,  of  wch.  a  good  quantity  ! 
was  bought.     He  inquired  what  garrison  or  fort  : 
was  at  Albany.    'Twas  told  him  a  Captain  and  60  ! 
English  Soldyers  with  9  pieces  of  ord. nance  in  a 
small  fort  of  fouie  Bastions,  and  that  the  captain 
thereof,  Capt.  Baker,  had  sent  for  20  men  from 
annother  garrison  of  the  King's  at  Sopes. " 

During  the  dire  war  of  King  Philip,  1674-76, 
when  New  England  setdements  were  kept  in  con- 
tinual alarm  by  the  wanton  cruelties  of  the  Indians, 
the  setilers  had  no  help  from  New  York  except 
what  was  rendered  by  Mohawk  raid  against 
Philip.  For  two  years,  wherever  were  white  set- 
tlements in  the  valleys  of  New  England,  there  were 
confusion,  desolation  and  death.  They  defended 
their  own  homes;  they  fought  their  own  battles. 

Governor  Andros  officially  reports  in  1678: 
"The  Militia  is  about  2,000,  of  wch.  about  140  ' 
horse  in  three  troops,  the  foot  formed  in  Com-  ' 
panyes,  most  under  100  men  each,  all  indiffer- 
ently armed  with  fire-armes  of  all  sizes,  ordered  and 
exercized  according  to  law,  and  are  good  firemen. 
One  standing  company  of  Souldiers  with  gunners 
and  other  officers  for  the  fforts  New  York  and 
Albany  alwayes  victualled  in  October  and  Novem- 
ber for  a  year."  He  adds:  "  Albany  is  a  small, 
long  stockaded  fort  with  foure  bastions  in  it,  12 
gunns,  sufficient  ag'  Indians." 

Governor  Dongan  in  1687,  reports  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Trade: 

"At  Albany  there  is  a  Fort  made  of  pine  trees, 
fifteen  foot  high,  and  foot  over,  with  Batterys  and 
conveniences  made  for  men  to  walk  about,  where 
are  nine  guns,  small  arms  for  forty  men,  four  Barrils 
of  powder  with  great  and  small  Shott  in  propor- 
tion. The  Timber  and  Boards  being  rotten  were 
renewed  this  year.  In  my  opinion  it  were  better 
that  fort  were  built  up  of  Stone  and  Lime  which 
will  not  be  double  the  charge  of  this  years  repair, 
which  yet  will  not  last  above  6  or  7  years  before  it 
will  require  the  like  again,  whereas  on  the  con- 
trary, were  it  built  of  Lime  and  Stone  it  may  bee 
far  more  easily  maintained.  And  truly  its  very  ne- 
cessary to  have  a  Fort  there,  it  being  a  frontier 
place  both  to  the  Indians  and  French." 

On  Friday,  September  9,  1687,  information  being 
received  by  Governor  Dongan  and  Council,  "That 
y°  ffrench  at  Canada  are  providing  1,500  pairs  of 
Snowbhews;"  it  was  ordered  "that  the  Mayor  and 
Magistrates  of  Albany  send  orders  to  the  five  Na- 
tions to  bring  Doun  their  Wives,  children  and  old  I 
men  least  y'  ffrench  come  uppon  them  in   the  | 
Winter,  and  none  stay  in  the  Castles  but  y'  young  | 
men."    On  the  next  Sunday,  September  iith,  it  is 
.stated  that  "letters  from  Albany  giving  account 
that  the  people  there  are  in  j^reat  consternation 
thro'  apprehension  that  y'  ffrench  will  cume  doun 
uppon  them  this  winter."    Whereupon  it  was  "  re- 
solved, that  every  tenth  man  ol  all  y'  Militia  troups  | 
and  Companys  within  the  Piovince,  Except  those  | 
that  were  out  y'  last  yeare  a  whaling,  be  drawn  i 
out  to  go  up  hither." 

In  1689,  Chevalier  de  Calliercs,  Governor  of 
Montreal  and  Commander  of  the  Troops  and 
Militia  of  Canada,  planned  an  expedition  of  2,000 


men  against  Orange  (Albany)  and  Manathc 
(New  York).  He  writes:  "The  plan  is  to  go 
straight  to  Orange,  the  most  advanced  toun  of 
New  York,  one  hundred  leagues  from  Montreal, 
which  I  would  undertake  to  carry,  and  to  proceed 
thence  to  seize  ^lanathe,  the  capital  of  that  colony, 
situated  on  the  Sea  Side."  He  designed  to  take  his 
picked  soldiers  by  canoes  and  flat  baiteaux,  by 
Richelieu  River  and  Lake  Champlain  ;  thence  to 
march  along  the  Hudson  direct  to  Albany,  pillag- 
ing by  the  way.  Of  Albany,  he  says,  "The  town 
is  about  as  large  as  Montreal,  surrounded  by  pic- 
quets,  at  one  end  of  which  is  an  Earthen  Fort  de- 
fended by  palisades  &  consisting  of  four  small 
bastions.  There  is  a  garrison  of  i  50  men  of  three 
companies  in  the  fort,  and  some  small  pieces  of 
cannon.  Said  town  of  Orange  may  contain  about 
150  houses  and  300  inhabitants,  capable  ot  bearing 
arms,  the  majority  of  whom  are  Dutch,  and  some 
French  Refugees  with  some  English. 

"After  having  invested  the  town  and  summoned 
it  to  surrender  with  promise  not  to  pillage  if  it 
capitulate,  I  propose,  in  case  of  resistance,  to  cut 
or  burn  the  palisades  in  order  to  afford  an  opening, 
and  enter  then,  sword  in  hand,  and  seize  the  fort. 
These  being  only  14  feet  high  can  be  easily  es- 
caladed  by  means  of  the  conveniences  we  shall  find 
when  masters  of  the  town,  or  by  blowing  in  the 
gate  with  a  few  petards  or  two  small  field  pieces, 
which  may  be  of  use  to  me,  and  I  shall  find  means 
of  conveying  there. 

"After  I  shall  have  become  master  of  the  town 
and  fort  of  Orange,  which  I  expect  to  achieve  be- 
fore the  English  can  aftord  it  any  succor,  my  inten- 
tion is  to  leave  a  force  of  200  men  in  the  fort  with 
sufficient  supplies,  which  I  shall  find  in  the  city, 
and  to  disarm  all  the  inhabitants. 

"  I  shall  seize  all  the  barks,  batteaux,  and  canoes 
that  are  at  Orange,  to  embark  my  force  on  the  river, 
which  is  navigable  down  to  Manathe,  and  I  shall 
embark  with  the  troops  the  necessary  provisions 
and  ammunition,  and  some  pieces  of  cannon  to  be 
taken  from  Fort  Orange  to  serve  in  the  attack  on 
Man;  the. " 

Bi't  his  plans  failed.    He  never  reached  Albany. 

The  wars  of  the  English  colonial  period  were 
not  provoked  by  any  indiscretions  of  the  colonists. 
They  were  not  originated  by  them  nor  in  their 
interest.  They  were  forced  upon  them  by  the 
European  go%-ernment  in  the  supposed  interest  of 
the  King,  for  the  increase  of  his  wealth  and  power: 
or  for  some  petty  caprice;  or  for  keeping  the  sol- 
diers and  the  people  occupied  in  other  matters  than 
in  meddling  with  the  prerogatives  of  kings  and 
governors.  The  colonists  preferred  the  peacttul 
pursuits  of  industry.  In  war  these  were  endan- 
gered. In  war  their  settlements  were  liable  to 
pil  age  ;  their  homes  to  murders  and  burnings: 
their  every  interest  to  ruin.  They  were  to  do  the 
fighting,  endure  the  sutTering,  and  pay  the  expenses 
of  these  wars.  This  chiefly,  and  gain  nothing. 
In  all  these  wars  the  northern  American  colonies 
suffered,  some  of  them  greatly.  Of  New  England 
this  remark  is  especially  true.  Its  whole  nordiern 
frontier  without  defenses,  was  exposed  to  sudden 
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invasion  from  the  savage.  It  had  no  well  defended 
forts,  but  it  had  many  growing  villages  and  many 
farm-houses,  filled  with  valuable  booty  for  the 
plundering  Indian.  The  blood-curdling  story  of 
their  cruelties  has  been  read  in  everj-  family.  They 
were  encouraged  in  their  deeds  of  cruelty  by  the 
Canadian  French,  a  race  with  whose  trade,  poli- 
tics, and  religion  the  English  had  no  common 
sympathies  and  interests.  Besides  murder  and  out- 
rage, many  women  and  children  were  led  to  a 
captivity  worse  than  death.  All  small  articles  of 
worth  that  could  sell  for  what  the  Indian  valued 
more,  were  carried  away  and  sold.  Silver  spoons 
and  plates  taken  as  plunder  from  New  England 
homes,  were  offered  for  sale  by  these  savages,  not 
only  in  Montreal  and  Quebec,  but  in  Albany  and 
Schenectady.  Although  the  Indians  disliked  all 
Europeans,  they  hated  the  English  colonists  of 
New  England  most.  Their  farms  spoiled  their 
hunting  grounds,  and  their  increase  crowded  out 
the  Indians.  Then  the  Indian  had  not  forgotten 
the  Pequod,  King  Philip,  and  other  early  destruc- 
tive wars.  The  less  aggressive  and  more  seductive 
French  pleased  them  better.  The  Iroquois  were 
less  friendly  to  the  French.  Champlain  had  taken 
sides  wiih  their  Algonquin  foe  ;  and  they  had  made 
terms  of  amity  and  trade  with  the  early  Dutch  and 
later  English.  They  had  (alien  upon  La  Chine  in 
Canada,  and  committed  terrible  ma-sacre,  and  done 
•  them  all  the  mischief  they  could,  in  sundry  places 
and  at  sundry  times.  Later,  some  of  the  ]\Ioha\vks 
were  seduced  by  French  Jesuits,  settled  in  Canada, 
and  took  sides  against  their  old  friends.  But  most 
of  these  people  were  true  to  the  Dutch  and  the 
English  during  the  whole  colonial  period,  and  took 
sides  with  the  Tories  during  the  Revolution,  except- 
ing a  part  of  the  Oneidas  who  had  been  brought 
under  the  influence  of  Rev.  Samuel  Kirkland,  a 
New  England  missionary. 

During  the  French  and  Indian  wars  in  the  eight- 
eenth century.  New  York  was  the  only  northern  col- 
ony which  was  virtually  uninjured.  Its  territory  was 
not  invaded  ;  few  of  its  men  went  into  the  service. 
Farms  continued  to  be  taken  up  ;  trade  prospered 
about  as  usual. 

Albany  County  was  subject  to  alarms,  but  it  had 
no  invasions.  It  had  forts  and  garrisons,  and  many 
wise  and  prudent  citizens  to  see  that  the  city  suf- 
fered no  detriment. 

There  was  contention  among  themselves  as  to 
matters  of  policy  in  government;  there  were  social 
distinctions  ;  there  were  cliques  and  parlies.  The 
Conservatives,  the  Loyalists,  and  the  claimants  for 
the  rights  of  the  people  for  popular  representative 
government,  were  all  busy.  There  were  brains 
and  mediocrity;  wealth  and  poverty.  But  all 
agreed  that  wars  were  a  luxury  not  to  be  desired. 

Albany  was  the  great  center  of  trade  to  these 
Iroquois.  Here  they  often  met  in  business  and  in 
council.  Here  they  had  many  friends.  They  had 
here  bought  many  valued  trinkets,  received  many 
politic  courtesies  and  presents,  and  had  many  a 
drunken  carousal.  They  had  .seen  Albany's  fort 
and  stockades. 


This  statement  is  given  to  explain  why  this  city, 
during  all  the  wars,  suft'ered  no  ravages  from  the 
Indians,  who  long  remember  favors  and  never 
rush  into  seen  dangers. 

The  story  of  the  burning  of  Schenectady  has 
been  told  again  and  again.  It  is  given  in  detail 
in  the  history  of  that  county.  We  need  not  repeal 
it.  It  shows  the  character  of  the  French  and  In- 
dian mode  of  warfare  at  that  time. 

KING  WILLIAM'S  WAR. 

James  11.  once  Duke  of  York  and  Albany,  and 
proprietor  of  the  Colony  of  New  York,  was  a  Ro- 
man Catholic.  While  he  was  not  generous  to 
the  territory  named  after  him,  he  was  especially 
cruel  to  New  England.  He  became  so  odious  at 
home  that  he  was  driven  from  his  throne,  and 
succeeded  by  William,  Stadtholder  of  Holland  and 
Prince  of  Orange,  who  had  married  Mary,  eldest 
child  and  Protestant  daughter  of  James.  In  No- 
vember, 1688,  William  and  ^^lary  landed  in  Eng- 
land and  were  proclaimed  joint  sovereigns  in 
February,  16S9.  This  was  an  era  in  English 
liberty.  Poor  James  fled  to  Louis  XIV,  Catholic 
King  of  France,  "who  espoused  his  cause.  This 
brought  on  open  hostilities  between  England  and 
France,  which  extended  to  the  American  colonies, 
and  led  to  those  seven  years  of  dire  conflict  known 
as  "King  William's  War,"  extending  from  16S9 
to  the  treaty  of  Ryswick,  in  Holland,  1697. 

There  were  constant  fears  in  Albany.  The 
Indians  were  known  to  be  treacherous  and  re- 
vengeful. They  were  on  every  side,  and  often  in 
the  city,  or  very  near  it.  in  considerable  force.  The 
jealous  French  were  using  their  influence  against 
the  Dutch  and  English,  especially  those  of  Albany, 
because  of  their  advantage  in  trade.  They  feared 
the  Iroquois,  and  wished,  by  cunning  art,  to  gain 
them  to  their  interests ;  they  hated  them,  and 
wished  to  punish  them  for  some  remembered  cruel- 
ties ;  and  the  English  and  French  in  Europe  never 
loved  each  other. 

To  keep  the  Indians  on  good  terms  with  the 
English,  and  in  fighting  trim  against  the  French, 
it  seernea  necessary  for  every  Governor  to  meet  their 
Sachems  at  Albany,  have  a  talk,  and  make  presents. 
This  was  especially  important  when  wars  were 
impending. 

The  importance  of  Albany  to  the  English  crown 
is  strikingly  set  forth  by  Governor  Sloughter,  on 
the  eve  of  King  William's  war. 

The  preservation  of  Albany  was  regarded  as  of 
great  importance  as  being  the  only  bulwark  and 
safeguard  of  the  King's  government  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  colony.  Says  Governor  Sloughter: 
"  If  the  French  should  assault  and  gain  Albany,  all 
the  English  colonics  on  both  sides  of  us  would  be 
endangered.  For  we  have  nothing  but  that  place 
that  keeps  our  Indians  steady  to  us,  and  the  loss 
of  that  must  be  the  loss  of  all  the  King's  interest  on 
this  continent. " 

But  war  had  begun  ;  something  must  be  done. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  Albany,  November  24, 
1689,  at  which  were  present:  "  Y' Commissioners 
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for  y"  Citty  and  County  of  Alb  ndvysing  with 
Sundrcy  officers  of  y'' Militia  There,  where  upon  It 
is  Resolved  That  y'  following  Persones  be  commis- 
sionated,  vizt.  :  Captain  Jochim  Stacts  Comdr.  of 
Fort  Orange  always  to  keep  under  command  in  s'' 
fort  sixty  men;  Lieut,  jonathan  wrigt;  Ens:  John 
Hater.  For  the  city  of  albany,  Pieter  minne.  Toune 
Major,  Capt.  Johannis  wendel,  ^lelgert  W'ynants, 
Ens  :  Regnier  Barentse,  Capt.  Pieter  van  waggden, 
Leift.  Robt.  Sanders,  Ens:  Joh:  Bleeker,  Jun' 
Capt.  Barnet  Liewis,  Leift.  INIarte  Klock,  Ens.  For 
the  County  of  Albany,  Capt.  ]\Iartin  gerritse,  Lieut. 
Evert  d'Ridder,  Ens  :  Zymon  van  ness,  Capt.  Alex- 
ander glen,  Leift.  Johannis  glen,  Ens:  douwe  Au- 
kus,  Capt.  Johannis  Bensing,  Leift.  Andries  Bar- 
rentse,  E.ns.  Johannis  janse. 

"Ordered  That  y°  aforesaid  Commissionated  offi- 
cers now  are  Established,  and  shall  from  this  time 
forth  Remaine  and  be  in  full  Power  &  y' Authority, 
&  y'  Authority  for  y"  Tklilitia  of  this  &  County, 
To  act  &  to  doe  in  all  matters  and  things  relating 
Militarie  affaires,  according  to  y'  Rules  &  deci- 
pline  of  war,  until,  further  order  from  his  IMajestie 
King  Wilham  of  England,  Scotland,  French  & 
Ireland,  &c." 

"In  1689,"  says  Broadhead,  in  his  history  of 
the  State,  "  the  City  of  Albany  was  not  much  more 
than  a  large  stockaded  village,  of  which  the  two 
chief  streets  crossed  each  other  at  right  angles. 
The  one,  '  Handelaer's  Straat,'  or  ALarket  street, 
ran  nearly  north  and  south,  skirting  the  river,  pro- 
verbially apt  to  overtlow  its  banks  in  times  of  great 
floods. 

•'The  other,  running  about  east  and  west,  a  little 
way  up  a  steep  hill,  was  called  'Yonkheer's  Straat,' 
now  known  as  State  street. 

"About  half  way  up  the  hill  stood  the  fort,  just 
outside  one  of  the  city  gates. " 

At  this  time  Albany  was  the  center  of  the  great  in- 
ternal traffic  of  the  province  with  the  Indians.  Her 
importance  was  second  only  to  that  of  the  metrop- 
olis, and  her  city  officers  always  maintained  their 
official  dignity  and  their  loyalty  to  the  Government. 

In  a  Report  on  the  State  of  the  Militia  in  their 
Majesties  Province  of  New  York,  made  in  April, 
1693,  by  Governor  Fletcher: 

"The  Militia  of  the  County  of  Albany,  com- 
manded by  Major  Peter  Schuyler,  being  five  com- 
panies of  Foot  and  one  Troop  of  Horse,  now 
formed  into  Dragoons  by  the  Governor,  consisting 
of  359."  The  aggregate  in  the  Province  was  2,932. 

"  In  the  List  of  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  in  the 
Province  of  New  York,  "  made  in  November,  1700, 
in  the  time  of  Governor  Bellomont,  the  otTicers  of 
the  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  City  and  County  of 
Albany,  is  given  as  follows:    Field  Officers—  Peter 

Schuyler,  Colonel;  ,  Lieutenant-Colonel; 

Dyrck  Wessels,  Major. 

Of  a  Foot  Company  in  the  City  of  Albany:  Com- 
missioned Officers — Johannes  Bleeker.  Captain; 
Johannes  Rosebaum,  Lieutenan;;  Abra.  Cuyler, 
P^nsign. 

Of  another  I'oot  Company  in  the  said  City:  Al- 
bert Rykman,  Captain;  Wessel  Ten  Brock,  Lieu- 
tenant; Johannes  Thomasse,  Ensign. 


I  Of  another  Foot  Company  in  the  said  County: 
Martin  Cornclisse,  Captain:  Andries  Douw,  Lieu- 
tenant; Andris  Koyman,  Ensign. 

Of  another  P'oot  Company  in  said  Countv: 
Gerrit  Teunisse,  Captain;  Jonas  Douw,  Jochem 
Lamerse,    Lieutenants;    Volckhart   V.  Hoesem, 

I  Abra.  Hause,  Ensigns. 

j      Of  the  Troop  of  Horse  in  y'  said  Regiment: 
i  Kilian  Van  Renslaer,  Captain;  Johannes  Schuyler, 
Lieutenant:  Bennone  V.  Corlaer,  Cornet;  Anthony 
Bries,  Quartermaster.    This  Regiment  consists  of 
Three  hundred  and  Seaventy-one  men. 

"  The  Governo'  hath  established  a  Court  ]\Iariiall 
att  Albany,  whereof  Major  Rich'd  Ingoldsby  is 
President  &  Robert  Livingston,  Judge  x\dvocate, 
j  who,  with  other  commissionated  Captains  at  Albany, 
!  have  power  to  exercise  r^Iarliall  Law,  being  a  fron- 
I  tear  Garrison  and  in  actuall  Warr. "  M.  Clarkson, 
I  Secry. 

I  The  people  of  Albany  were  in  great  alarm  when 
j  they  learned  of  the  fearful  fire  and  massacre  that 
came  upon  the  near  City  of  Schnectady  in  1690. 
The  expedition  was  sent  by  Count  Frontenac,  Gov- 
ernor of  Canada,  and  came  so  suddenly  upon  the 
doomed  village  on  that  gloomy  winter  night  in 
February,  and  without  provocation,  that  no  peo- 
ple felt  safe  from  savage  invasion  and  cruelty. 

An  expedition  was  sent  from  New  England  and 
New  York  against  Canada,  under  command  of 
!  General  Winthrop,  of  Connecticut,  its  purpose  be- 
ing punishment  for  wrongs  inflicted  on  the  borders, 
and  for  conquest  of  the  troublesome  French. 

Some  troops,  from  New  York  and  Connecticut, 
with  Indians  of  the  Five  Nations,  placed  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Peter  Schuyler,  left  Albany 
early  in  July,  1690,  and  pushed  toward  the  St. 
Lawrence,  where  they  met  Frontenac  in  August, 
and  were  repulsed.     ^Milborne,  by  direction  of 
Leisler,  furnished  subsistence  for  this  army.  Feuds 
betweeen  these  motley  and  undisciplined  troops 
I  caused  the  failure  of  the  expedition.    A  part  of 
I  the  force  under  Winthrop  went  no  farther  than 
I  Wood  Creek,  at  the  head  Lake  Cham  plain.  All 
j  returned  to  Albany  where  they  met  the  amazed  and 
I  indignant  Leisler,  who  caused  the  arrest  of  in- 
}  thiop  and  some  of  his  leading  officers  and  put 
them  in  confinement. 

In  July,  1691,  Governor  Sloughter,  after  a  visit 
to  Albany,  writes:  "I  returned  from  .-Mbanyon  the 
i  27th  past,  where  I  left  all  things  in  good  posture, 
I  and  with  much  difficulty  have  secured  the  Indians, 
j  I  found  that  place  in  great  disorder,  our  plantations 
!  and  .'•^chenectady  almost  ruined  and  destroyed  by 
the  enemys  dureing  the  time  of  the  late  confusion 
!  there.  I  have  garrisoned  Schenectady  and  the 
!  Halfe  Moon  with  some  of  the  hundred  fusileers 
j  raised  by  our  Assembly;  the  remainder,  with  one  of 
I  the  King's  Companys,  are  posted  at.'Mbany. " 

-Major  Peter  Schuyler,  then  Mavor  of  the  City, 
marched  from  .\lbany  Tunc  21,  1691,  with  a  few 
soldiers  and  Indians.  On  the  ist  of  August  he 
came  upon  a  French  Settlement  near  Montreal,  and 
killed  about  200  of  the  French  and  Indian  inhab- 
itants, with  a  loss  of  only  43,  of  whom  22  were 
Indians. 
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After  this,  Major  Ingoldsby  commanded  at 
Fort  Orange,  while  the  county  militia  were  placed 
by  Governor  Fletcher  under  command  of  Major 
Peter  Schuyler,  in  all  359  men. 

In  June,  1693,  the  Governor  held  another  Con- 
ference with  the  Five  Nations  at  Albany,  to  coun- 
teract, if  possible,  the  artful  efforts  of  the  P>ench 
to  excite  them  against  the  colony.  By  bountiful 
gifts  and  flattering  words,  the  conference  greatly 
delighted  the  Indians  and  secured  their  friend- 
ship. 

The  sum  of  500  had  been  appropriated  for 
the  repair  of  Fort  Orange.  In  September,  1693, 
560  new  palisades  were  collected  and  "sett  up 
against  the  old  Stockadoes. "  Noeftbrtwas  omitted 
that  the  defenses  of  the  city  might  be  kept  in  good 
condition  and  the  soldiers  on  a  war  footing. 

Bands  of  Canadian  Indians  often  came  near  the 
city  in  1696-97,  causing  great  alarm  to  the  inhab- 
itants. Houses  and  barns  were  burned  and  cattle 
killed  on  the  farms  in  the  county,  and  many  left 
their  homes,  so  great  was  the  fear  of  savage  mur- 
der. 

After  the  peace  of  Ryswick,  ending  this  war,  a 
census  was  taken,  as  given  in  the  article  on  popu- 
lation, in  which  it  was  made  to  appear  that  the  popu- 
lation of  the  county,  as  it  then  was,  had  been 
reduced  from  662  men,  340  women,  and  1,014 
children  in  1689,  to  382  men,  262  women,  and 
805  children  in  1698.  There  had  left  the  city  and 
county  during  the  war,  142  men,  68  women, 
and  209  children;  and  84  men  had  been  killed, 
38  had  died,  and  16  had  been  taken  prisoners. 

Early  in  July,  1698,  a  general  peace  was  con- 
cluded at  Ryswick.  The  Earl  of  Bellomont  was 
then  Governor-General  of  the  Province  of  New- 
York.  The  following  paper  was  drawn  up  and 
presented  at  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council 
held  in  the  City  of  Albany,  the  2d  day  of  August, 
1698.    It  shows  the  public  feeling  at  that  time. 

The  Common  Council  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion 
to  address  his  Excell.  the  Earl  of  Bellomont  on  the  following 
heads: 

1.  To  thank  his  Lordship  for  bringing  y"  joyfull  news  of 
y«  Peace. 

2.  To  acquaint  his  Lordship  y"  great  hardiln'ps  this 
poor  Citty'has  labored  under  for  these  9  years  dreadful  and 
bloody  warr;  during  which  time  they  have  not  only  been 
at  an  Excessive  Charge  and  Expense  in  quartering  y«  officers 
and  souldiers  sent  hither  from  time  to  time,  but  have  been 
obliged,  for  their  own  security,  to  fortify  y  towne  twice 
with  Falesadoes,  and  Inuld  5  block  houses,  all  at  their 
own  charge,  which  hath  so  much  impoverished  y"^  Inhabi- 
tants y'  most  have  deserted. 

3.  That  this  Citly  doth  wholly  rely  and  depend  upon 
y"_  Indian  Trade,  upon  which  account  it  was  first  settled, 
and  have  obtained  a  Charter  whereby  y"  Sole  trade  with  In- 
dians is  confined  within  y«  walls  of  s'*  Citty,  doth  there- 
fore humbly  addresse  his  Liip  to  protect  and  defend  them 
in  there  Rights  and  Priviledges,  and  doe  thank  his  Li'p  for 
his  great  trouble  and  care  in  treating  with  y»  5  na- 
tions for  y«  Public  good  and  advantage  to  this  Citty,  and 
doe  further  return  there  best  thanks  for  y«  good 
Instructions  his  L'' p  hes  been  pleased  to  give  them,  as- 
suring his  L''p  that  they  will  not  be  wanting  in  useing  there 
utmost  endeavors  to  unite  all  parties,  and  restore  this 
Citty  to  its  Priviledges  and  Rights;  that  they  will  also  ob- 
serve all  y'  oy"  articles  Mentioned  in  his  L'^p's  instruc- 
tions. 


QUEEN  ANNE'S  WAR. 

When  James  II  died,  an  exile  in  France,  in 
1701,  his  friend,  the  French  King,  proclaimed 
James  Francis,  his  son.  King  of  England.  Anne, 
the  second  daughter  of  James,  had  been  crowned 
the  English  Queen.  She  was  a  Protestant.  War 
was  declared  against  France  in  1702,  because  of 
this  affront  to  the  sovereign  of  England.  It  was 
known  as  the  War  of  the  Spanish  Succession  in 
Europe,  but  as  "Queen  Anne's  War"  in  America. 
It  lasted  until  April  11,  1713,  when  a  treaty  of 
peace  was  concluded  at  Utrecht. 

During  this  war,  blood  flowed  in  nearly  every 
village  and  valley  in  New  England.  The  atroc- 
ities of  the  French  and  Indians  were  so  mon- 
strous in  New  England,  that  the  conquest  of 
Canada  at  any  cost,  seemed  to  be  looked  upon  as 
a  necessity.  And  all  that  blood  and  treasure 
could  do  was  offered  by  the  northern  colonies  to 
accomplish  this  purpose.  But  help  from  Eng- 
land was  an  abortion,  the  causes  of  which  we 
proceed  to  show. 

During  the  time  of  peace  that  preceded  Queen 
Anne's  War,  the  soldiers  who  composed  the  garri- 
son at  Fort  Orange  were  much  neglected.  In 
1700,  Governor  Bellomont  writes:  "  Some  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Albany  who  are  now  here  [New 
York  Cuy]  tell  me  the  Soldiers  there  in  Garrison, 
are  in  that  shameful  and  miserable  condition  for 
the  want  of  Cloaths,  that  the  like  was  never  seen." 
Even  the  Indians  were  disgusted  as  they  observed 
their  situation.  The  Governor  continues:  "Per- 
sons assure  me  that  some  of  the  old  crafty  sachems 
of  the  Five  Nations  have  asked  'em  whether  they 
thought  em  such  fooles  as  to  believe  our  King 
could  protect  'em  from  the  French  when  he  was 
not  able  to  Keep  his  Soldiers  in  a  Condition  as 
those  in  Canada  are  Kept." 

In  October  of  this  year  the  Governor  visited 
Albany  to  look  after  the  Indians.  While  there  he 
reviewed  the  two  companies  in  the  garrison  under 
Major  Ingoldsby  and  Captain  Weems.  Of  them  he 
writes:  "I  never  in  my  life  saw  so  moving  a 
sight  as  that  of  the  Companies  at  Albany;  half  the 
men  were  without  breeches,  shoes  and  stockings 
when  they  mustered.  I  thought  it  shameful  to  the 
last  degree  to  see  English  soldiers  so  abused.  They 
had  like  to  have  mutinied.  '  He  found  the  forts 
"scandalously  weak;"  and  adds:  "The  inhabi- 
tants came  all  about  me  at  my  leaving  Albany,  and 
told  me  in  plain  terms  that  if  the  King  would  not 
build  a  fort  there  to  protect  'em,  they  would,  on 
the  first  news  of  war  between  England  and  France 
desert  the  place  and  fly  to  New  York  rather  than 
they  would  stay  there  to  have  their  throats  cut." 
"I  here  are  half  a  dozen  at  Albany  who  have  com- 
petent estates,  but  all  the  re?-t  are  miserable  poor.'' 

At  this  time  the  City  and  County  of  .\lbany  fur- 
nished 371  militia  men,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Pieter  Schuyler,  with  Dirck  Wessells  as  Major.  In 
the  colony  there  were  3,182  enrolled  miiitia. 

In  170-2,  Colonel  Schuyler's  regiment  of  tlie 
Militiaof  the  County  of  Albany  was  pronounced  in 
pretty  good  condition,  owing  to  his  care. 
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In  July,  1702,  when  Cornbury  visited  Albany, 
just  on  the  eve  of  another  war,  he  found  the  fort 
"in  a  miserable  condition,  "the  stockadoes 
about  all  roten  to  such  a  degree  that  I  can  with 
ease  push  them  down."  The  garrison,  still  com- 
manded by  !Major  Ingoldshy,  composed  of  176 
soldiers  besides  officers,  was  still  in  sad  want  of 
clothing  and  provisions. 

It  was  heard  at  Albany  that  the  French  and  In- 
dians were  making  great  preparations  at  [Montreal, 
supposed  to  be  against  Schenectady  and  Albany. 
Something  was  done  to  repair  the  old  lort  in  1704, 
by  putting  up  new  palisades.  The  new  fort  was 
begun,  but,  for  want  of  money,  left  incomplete. 
It  was  not  finished  until  1735. 

A  large  number  of  soldiers  and  Indians  were 
brought  together  at  Albany  in  the  summer  of  1709, 
prepared  to  invade  Canada.  The  command  of 
these  provincials  was  given  to  Colonel  Francis  Nich- 
olson. Albany  entered  warmly  into  this  scheme  of 
conquest.  The  quota  was  furnished,  and  volun- 
teer Companies  were  organized.  Under  the  influ- 
ence of  Peter  Schuyler,  the  Five  Nations  took  up 
the  hatchet  and  sent  500  warriors  to  join  the  expe- 
dition. The  outrages  upon  Deerfield  and  other 
New  England  villages  had  aroused  the  northern 
colonies,  and  led  the  British  [Ministry  to  fall  in 
with  this  plan  for  seizing  the  French  possessions  in 
America.  It  contemplated  an  attack  upon  Quebec 
by  water,  while  the  troops  of  New  York  and  New 
England  were  to  make  an  attempt  on  Montreal  by 
way  of  Lake  Champlain.  New  York  had,  at  her 
own  expense,  opened  a  military  road  for  the  more 
easy  movement  of  troops  and  supplies  from  Albany 
to  the  Lake,  beginning  at  the  present  village  of 
Schuylerville  and  running  through  dense  forests  by 
way  of  Fort  Edward  and  Wood  Creek.  The}'  had 
erected  on  the  way,  three  wood  forts,  and  built  bat- 
tcaux  and  canoes.  All  being  ready,  the  army  left 
Albany  and  encamped  at  the  middle  fort,  named 
Fort  Ann,  waiting  to  hear  from  the  naval  expedi- 
tion against  Quebec.  When  it  was  learned  that  it 
was  sent  against  Spain  instead,  the  troops  were  dis- 
couraged ;  many  were  sick,  and  died  with  a  malig- 
nant disease.  They  broke  camp  and  returned  to 
Albany. 

Colonel  Schuyler  and  other  leading  men  of  Al- 
bany, who  saw  that  there  could  be  no  lasting  jjeace 
until  the  French  were  driven  out  of  Canada,  were 
greatly  chagrined  at  the  failure  of  this  expedition. 
In  1710  he  took  with  him  five  Indian  Sachems  and 
sailed  for  England,  hoping  to  interest  the  Crown  in 
this  matter. 

Through  his  influence,  a  fleet  with  5,000  troops 
was  sent  from  England  to  fielp  the  provinces  in 
another  attempt  to  subject  Canada.  This  was  in 
171 1.  On  the  last  day  of  July,  a  fleet  of  twelve 
men-of-war  and  forty-six  smaller  vessels  left  Boston 
for  the  St  Lawrence,  having  Montreal  as  its  ob- 
jective point.  Here  was  to  be  a  junction  with  a 
strong  force  mustered  at  Albany,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Nicholson.  In  the  latter  part  of 
Au  gust,  Nicholson,  with  an  arm.y  of  2,000  English, 
1,000  Germans,  and  Sco  Indians,  moved  from  Al- 
bany toward  Lake  Champiain.    They  look  the 


!  Lake  George  route.     Meanwhile  the  English  fleet 
,  had,  in  a  thick  fog,  struck  upon  rocks  :  lo>t  eight 
;  transports  and  800  men,  and  returned  to  England. 
'   Hearing  c>f  this  disaster.   General  Nicholson  or- 
j  dcred  an  immediate  return  to  Albany,  and  Canada 
j  was  sife  for  many  years  longer.    Colonels  Schuyler, 
Whitney,  and  Ingoldsby  were  in  this  expedition. 
The  peace  of  Utrecht  ended  this  expensive  and 
foolish  war,  the  French  acknowledging  the  Five 
;  Nations  as  British  subjects,  and  promising  to  let 
1  them  alone.    These  two  abortive .  attempts  cost 
New  York  alone  ^30,000  sterling.    The  Colonists 
were  disgusted  and  disheartened,  and  the  Five  Na- 
tions began  to  show  signs  of  alienation  from  the 
English,  whose  failures  they  regarded  as  weak  and 
cowardly. 

The  following  record  shows  the  military  con- 
dition of  Albany  just  on  the  eve  of  the  preparation 
for  this  last  expedition. 

May  20,  171 1,  Robert  Hunter,  Captain-General 
and  Governor-in-Chief  of  the  Province  of  New 
York,  called  the  troops  from  Albany  to  the  Manor 
of  Livingston,  and  directed  that  the  Militia  of  W- 
I  bany  be  called  to  arms  to  protect  that  city  in  the 
[  absence  of  the  garrison.    Accordingly,  the  [Mayor 
I  and  Aldermen  met  May  21,  171 1,  and  sent  the  fol- 
!  lowing  letter  to  his  Excellency. 

:  "  Albany,  y' 2 1st  of  May,  1711. 

I   "[May  it  please  your  Ex'cy. 

I  "Your  Ex'cys  Letter  dated  yesterday  we  rec''  ys. 
j  day,  and  in  Obedience  thereof,  we  have  forthwith 

procured  a  Sloop  for  y''  transportation  of  y'  Troops 

here,  and  desired  Peter  Schuyler,  Esqr.,  Collo  of 
I  the  militia  Regiment  of  y'  Citty  &  County,  that  he 

will  emmediately  order  y'  militia  of  this  Citty  to 
I  Come  in  Arms  to  take  care  of  y"  fort  and  this  place 

during  y*  absence  of  y'=  s'  troops  ;  who  returned 
j  answer  that  he  would  comply  therewith.    So  ;e- 
I  main  in  all  sincerity, 
'  "  May  it  please  your  Ex'cy, 

^  Your  Ex'cys  most  obedient  and  humble  servants." 

I      This  was  signed  by  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  and 

I  Aldermen. 

i 

j  KING  GEORGE'S  WAR. 

For  over  thirty  years  there  had  been  peace  in  the 
colonies.    A  quarrel  arose  between   George  II, 
King  of  I'^.ngland,  and  the  King  of  France,  re- 
specting the  claims  of  Maria  Theresa  to  the  thnjne 
I  of  Austria.    The  question  at  issue  did  not  interest 
\  the  American  colonists.    But  these  Kings  were 
\  ready  for  a  fight,  and  as  things  then  were,  their 
j  caprices  involved  the  English  and  French  colonies  in 
America.    War  was  declared  March  15,  1744,  by 
j  France  against  England,  which  is  called  in  Europe 
I  the  War  of  the  Austrian  Succession  ;  in  America, 

King  George's  War. 
I  The  news  of  another  war,  when  received  at  Al- 
i  bany  in  June,  three  months  after  its  declaration, 
'  naturally  excited  great  apprehensions  of  the  repeti- 
tion of  acts  of  cruelty  and  blood.  Governor 
t  Clinton  came  to  the  city  and  held  another  success- 
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ful  conference  with  tlie  Sachems  of  the  Six  Nations,  j 
cautioning  them  against  the  treacherous  French,  and  i 
reminding  them  of  the  wrongs  wliich  their  people 
in  the  past  had  suffered  from  that  nation.  The 
Governor  sent  to  Albany  six  1 8-pound  cannons,  with 
powder,  balls,  and  other  military  supplies.  He  put 
on  foot  a  scheme  to  reduce  the  strong  fort  at  Crown 
Point.  Meanwhile  the  alarm  was  increased  by  the 
attack  of  the  French  and  Intlians  upon  old  Saratoga, 
now  Schuylerville,  burning  its  fort  and  about  20 
houses,  killing  some  30  persons,  and  taking  nearly 
60  prisoners.  Refugees  came  to  Albany  to  spend 
the  winter;  soldiers  were  quartered  there.  'I  here 
was  general  commotion  in  the  county.  Two  com- 
panies of  His  Majesty's  Fusileers  were  sent  up  to 
Albany,  and  the  Indians  were  ordered  to  have  their 
hatchets  ready. 

In  August,  1746,  the  famous  Colonel  William 
Johnson,  at  the  head  of  a  company  of  Mohawks, 
all  in  war  paint,  came  into  the  city.  The  INIohawks 
agreed,  after  some  politic  maneuvering,  to  take 
sides  against  the  French.  The  truth  is,  the  French 
best  pleased  them,  but  they  secured  more  protec- 
tion and  other  favors  from  the  Dutch  and  English. 
Their  fidelity  was  not  to  be  trusted  when  war  came, 
except  by  renewed  gifts,  promises,  and  appeals. 

A  militia  sergeant  had  been  killed  by  some  Can- 
adian scouts.  Colonel  Johnson  was  ordered  to 
send  out  scouting  parties  to  harass  the  French  of 
Canada.  But,  while  they  brought  back  some 
scalps  and  prisoners,  they  demanded  a  good  many 
extra  favors  to  keep  them  in  good  temper,  even 
under  the  skillful  tactics  of  Johnson. 

Later  in  the  autumn  of  1746,  Governor  Clinton 
sent  five  companies  of  soldiers  to  Albany.  Massa- 
chusetts and  New  York  resumed  their  preparations 
against  Canada,  and  began,  although  winter  was 
near,  to  collect  men  and  munitions  of  war  at 
Albany.  But,  by  the  \\iser  counsel  of  Connecticut, 
the  expedition  was  given  over,  and  nothing  was 
done.  Troops  from  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey, 
and  other  provinces  were  posted  near  by,  with 
Albany  as  a  center,  in  1747,  to  guard  the  fron- 
tiers. Colonel  Schuyler  had  command  of  the  New 
Jersey  troops.  During  this  time  a  mutinous  spirit 
manifested  itself  among  all  the  troops  but  those  of 
Colonel  Schuyler,  on  the  ground  that  they  were 
poorly  paid.  The  trading  people  of  the  city,  who 
had  but  litde  to  do  (protected  as  they  were)  but  to 
make  gain  out  of  these  soldiers,  are  said  to  have  | 
incited  this  mutinous  spirit  against  Governor  Clin- 
ton, intimating  that  he  withheld  their  pay  for  his  1 
own  uses.  | 

The  war  was  ended  by  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-  i 
Chapelle,  made  October  18,  1748,  in  which  all  i 
losses  by  either  nadon  were  restored.    But  the 
ancient  hate  and  the  memory  of  recent  damaging 
contests  had  not  died  out.     It  was  only  a  forced 
and  temporary  suspension  of  hostilities  after  a  fool- 
ish war,  with  nothing  gained.    Some  of  the  people 
of  Albany  County  had  suffered  annoyance,  but  ' 
some,   also,  had  made   profit  from  me  military 
placed  here  to  keep  off  danger.    They  had  not, 
however,  left  their  own  castles,  and  were  none  the 
^yorse  off  for  King  George's  war, 


THE  OLD    FRENCH  AND   INDIAN  WAR, 
1754  TO  1763. 

The  last  of  the  four  intercolonial  wars  in  which 
the  colonies  were  involved,  and  which  ended  the 
French  rule  in  America,  was  declared  against 
France  by  England,  May  17,  1756,  and  recipro- 
cated by  the  declaration  of  war  against  England  by 
France  on  the  9th  of  June  succeeding.  It  was  a 
war  made  with  the  earnest  determination  on  the 
part  of  England  to  put  an  end  to  the  aggressions  of 
the  French  in  this  country.  It  was  a  war  to  deter- 
mine whether  America  should  be  New  England  or 
New  France.  The  French  had  been  encompassing 
the  English  colonies  with  forts  from  Lake  Champ- 
lain  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  including  the 
Great  Lakes,  the  Ohio  River,  the  streams  that  run 
into  them,  and  the  land  that  bordered  them.  Their 
aim  was  to  shut  in  the  colonists  between  the  Atlan- 
tic and  the  Appalachian  Hills,  and  then  force  them 
into  submission. 

The  colonists  were  deeply  interested  in  this  war; 
those  of  the  North,  including  New  England  and 
New  York,  especially.  To  it  they  gave  their  hard- 
earned  possessions  and  their  lives,  and  England 
was  willing  that  her  hardy,  grown-up  children  here 
should  do  the  fighting  and  pay  the  expenses. 

But  this  war  did  for  both  the  Old  and  New  Eng- 
land far  more  than  they  then  knew.  It  taught  the. 
hardy  soldier  how  to  use  arms  and  plan  battles;  it 
taught  the  colonies  that  they  were  old  enough  and 
able  to  govern  themselves.  Its  close  was  the  morn- 
ing of  the  Revolution  of  1776. 

This  war  was  really  a  sequel  to  King  George's 
\\'ar.  The  hate  between  England  and  France  was 
not  ended  by  treaty.  Vexatious  irruptions  from 
Canadian  Indians  continued. 

On  the  2Sth  of  August,  1754,  a  party  of  French 
Indians  invaded  the  Province  of  New  York, 
and  burned  the  houses  and  barns  of  some  of  the 
settlers  at  Hoosic,  and  took  back  with  them  to 
Canada  the  Schaghticoke  Indians,  about  sixty  in 
number. 

Lieutenant-Governor  DeLancey  immediately  or- 
dered the  fort  at  Albany  to  be  repaired  and  put  in 
order.  He  sent  a  company  of  soldiers  from  New- 
York  to  Albany,  and  directed  that  200  men  from 
each  regiment  of  militia  near  Albany,  be  ready  to 
march  to  the  city  when  needed. 

Although  kept  in  constant  alarm,  and  seeing 
much  iif  the  "pomp  and  circumstance  of  war,  " 
.\lbany  really  suffered  nothing  from  invasion,  and 
but  little  from  loss  of  money  or  men  during  its 
existence. 

We  find  but  little  in  the  city  records  touching 
the  conduct  of  this  war,  only  a  few  doings  of  the 
Common  Council  which  make  complaint  and  ask 
for  better  defenses. 

.\  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  was  held  at 
the  City  Hall  on  the  2Qth  day  of  May,  1753. 

At  this  time  James  DeLancey  was  acting  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Province.  .-Mbany  was  a  frontier  town. 
At  this  meeting,  a  petition  was  directed  to  Gov- 
ernor DeLancey.  signed  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldqr- 
men,  setting  forth: 
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That  the  City  of  Albany  is  a  frontier  town,  and  the  de- 
fense thereof  is  of  great  consequence  to  the  safety  of  the 
whole  province  incase  of  War  with  the  French:  that  the  city 
is  altogether  iindetensal)le,  fx])oscd  to  the  incursion^  of  any 
enemy,  and  the  corporation,  by  reason  of  the  heavy  debt 
they  are  under,  occasioned  by  the  threat  expense  we  were  at 
during  the  late  war,  and  no  wise  able  to  foriify  the  city  un- 
less assisted  by  a  provincial  Tax;  and  whereas, your  I'.xceilen- 
cies  have  prepared  a  petition  to  be  laid  before  the  General 
Assembly,  prayint;  they  would  be  pleased  to  lay  a  tax  of 
£6,000  on  estates  throughout  this  province  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  building  a  wall  with  bastions  or  batteries  at  con- 
venient distances,  for  the  defence  of  said  city  and  security  of 
the  province. 

The  document  closes  with  a  prayer  that 

His  Excellency  will  recommend  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, in  the  most  pressing  terms  that  you  think  proper,  to 
raise  the  sum  of  /'6,ooo  for  defraying  the  epxense  of  said 
Wall. 

This  petition  was  presented  to  the  Legislature 
by  Robert  Livingston.  At  this  time  there  w.is 
a  wall  around  part  of  the  city;  and  stockades, 
with  block-houses  at  convenient  distances,  inclosed 
the  city;  and  there  was  a  fort  bristling  with  can- 
non. But  its  e.xposure  to  the  incursions  of  the 
French  and  Indians  was  so  great,  that  its  municipal 
government  was  urging  the  provincial  authorities  to 
afford  greater  security  by  building  "a  stonewall 
with  bastions  and  batteries,"  around  the  city. 

This  petition  for  a  stone  wall  and  bastions 
around  the  city  seems  to  have  been  disregarded  by 
the  General  Assembly. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  held  on 
the  22d  of  May,  1756,  the  matter  was  again  taken 
up  in  a  petition  directed  to  Governor  Charles 
Hardy,  the  preamble  of  which  sets  forth  the  de- 
fenceless condition  of  the  city,  praying  for  the 
erection  of  a  wall,  or  at  least  for  new  stockades, 
and  more  cannon  for  the  fort. 

At  this  time  there  was  encamped  on  the  hill, 
about  where  the  Old  Capitol  afterwards  stood,  a 
regiment  of  soldiers.  An  ordinance  was  passed  by 
the  Common  Council  forbidding  all  tavern  keepers 
and  all  other  persons  selling  any  strong  liquor  to 
any  of  his  Majesty's  troops,  or  harboring  or  enter- 
taining any  of  them  after  9  o'clock  p.  m. 

During  this  war  many  troops  were  encamped  in 
and  around  Albany.  Some  were  at  Port  Schuvler, 
as  it  is  now  called.  Some  were  on  the  llat  lands  in 
Albany  and  Bethlehem,  as  well  as  at  W'atervliet.  and 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Hudson.  The  Hudson 
itself  bore  many  vessels  laden  with  munitions  of  war 
and  troops  for  its  service.  The  music  of  the  drum 
and  fife,  and  the  training  of  the  provincial  mi'iiia 
and  the  English  soldiery,  were  daily  e\ents.  When 
General  James  Abercrombie  was  here  in  1756,  it  is 
estimated  that  about  10,000  troops  were  encamped 
on  both  sides  of  the  river.  Lords  Loudon  and 
Amherst  also  tented  here,  and  disciplined  their 
armies  for  war.  The  people  of  the  city  and  vicinity 
were  greatly  interested  in  furnishing  supplies  and 
service.  Indian  warriors,  with  their  squaws  and 
papooses,  added  to  the  livel  iness  of  the  scene. 

The  expeditions  of  1755  ^"'^  '"56,  from  Albany 
to  Oswego,  to  attack  Forts  Frontenac  and  Niagara, 
under  Governor  Shirley,  included  .\lbany  soldiers, 
of  whom  we  have  the  name  of  General  (then  Cap- 
tain) Philip  Schuyler,  who  assisted  in  forwarding 


large  supplies  to  Oswego.  The  march  was  peril- 
ous and  fiitiguing.  Two  forts  were  built  to 
i  strengthen  the  Old  Fort  Oswego,  called  New  Fort 
j  and  Fort  Ontario;  vessels  were  built  and  other  prcp- 
'  arations  on  a  large  .scale  were  made  against  Fort 
Niagara.  But  the  approach  of  winter  and  heavy 
rains  suspended  the  attack,  and,  alter  garrisoning 
the  forts,  he  returned  to  Albany  and  disbanded  the 
rest  of  his  troops.  lAiring  the  winter,  further 
preparations  were  made  at  Albany  to  proceed 
against  Niagara  in  the  spring.  Early  that  season 
General  Winslnw  was  at  Albany  with  7,oco  men. 
waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  ever-dilatory  Lord 
Loudon,  Commander-in-Chief.  His  delay  until 
late  in  the  suinmcr  yiroved  a  fatal  one.  Mont- 
calm had  the  English  forts  at  Oswego  in  his  posses- 
sion, and  held  them  until  1757,  when,  once  more. 
Fort  Ontario  again  came  into  possession  of  the 
English,  and  so  remained  until  the  Revolution. 

Plans  were  made  in  1755  to  attack  the  French 
fort  at  Crown  Point.    The  command  of  the  expe- 
dition was  given  to  Sir  William  Johnson.  Troops 
were  gathered  at  Albany  and  Greenbush  from  dif- 
ferent colonies.    Among  these  was   a  regiment 
under  Colonel  Ephraim  Williatns.  of  ^lassachu- 
setts,  whose  will,  made  here  at  that  time,  on  the 
22d  July,  1755,  laid  the  f(>nndation  of  Williams 
College.    On  the  8th  day  of  September  following, 
while  within  four  miles  of  the  English  army,  to 
join  which  he  was  on  the  march,  he  was  attacked 
by  the  bold  French  commander,  Dieskau,  valiantly 
opposing  this  assault.    Colonel  Williams  was  killed. 
Soon  after,  Dieskau,  lighting  against  the  main  army, 
under  Johnson,   was  fatally  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner  to  Albany.     He  lived  to  reach  England 
and  there  died. 
!      General  Johnson  was   greatly  delayed  in  his 
movement  on  Crown  Point.    At  this  time  he  com- 
plained much  of  die  people  of  Albany  County, 
saying,  among  other  severe  things,  that  he  had 
"great  opposition  from  those  Dutch  traders  at 
Albany;''  and,  again,  "these  people  are  so  much 
devoted  to  their  own  private  profit,  that  every  other 
publ'C  principle  has  ever  been  sacrificed  to  it;  " 
and  again  he  writes,  under  date  of  September  i6th: 
I   "Our  expedition  is  likely  to  be  extremely  dis- 
I  tressed  and.  I  fear,  fatally  retarded  for  the  want  of 
j  wagons.    The  people  of  Albany  County  and  the 
I  adjacent  counties  hide  their  wagons  and  drive  away 
'  their  horses.     Most  of  the  wagoners  taken  into  the 
service  have  deserted;  some  horses  are  quite  jaded, 
and  some  few  killed  by  the  enemv,  and  several  run 
away.     Most  of  our  provisions  are  at  .Albany.  ' 
All  these  delays  discouraged  the  enterprise,  and 
!  led  Johnson,  at  the  approach  of  winter,  after  hav- 
!  ing  built  Fort  William  Henry  and  lelt  there  a  trar- 
S  rison  of  6co  men,  to  return  to  Albany  and  disband 
his  troops.    At  the  close  of  this  fruitless  expcdi- 
I  tion.  King  George  II  made  him  a  gift  of  2  5<^o 
i  and  granted  him  a  baronetcy,  an  honor  which  he 
j  had  not  h\v\y  earned.    The  best  service  of  the  ex- 
I  pedition  was  rendered  bv  New  England  oflicers 
I  and  men. 

I  In  1757,  the  citizens  of  Albany  were  in  great' 
I  alarm  at  the  advance  of  Montcalm.    His  attack 
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upon  Fort  William  Henry  in  August  of  tiiis  year  i 
caused  the  greatest  consternation,  especially  wlien 
the  savage  slaughter  of  the  garrison  by  the  Indians,  i 
as  it  left  the  fort,  became  known.    An  increasing  I 
army  centered  in  the  city;  a  large  number  quar- 
tered here  during  the  fall  and  winter,  and  the  place 
became  a  house  of  refuge  to  the  frontier  settlers. 

It  was  during  this  winter  that  the  sober  people 
of  Albany  were  scandalized  by  the  social  man- 
ners of  the  English  officers  and  soldiery,  many  of 
whom  gave  themselves  lo  theatrical  piays  and  all 
the  blandishments  of  dress,  fashion,  social  flirtation  i 
and  debauchery.  The  Anglomania  of  this  season  j 
is  graphically  described  by  Mrs.  Grant,  in  '"The 
American  Lady.  '  ! 

In  the  early  summer  of  1758,  General  Aber-  ; 
crombie  and  his  several  regiments  of  troops  were  ' 
encamped  upon  the  "Pasture,"  or  great  tlat  lands  j 
on  the  south  side  of  the  city.    Among  his  officers 
was  the  long-remembered  and  amiable  Lord  Howe. 
Great  hopes  were  rested  in  this  army,  which,  in  j 
July,  was  most  crushingly  defeated  in  its  move-  ; 
ment  upon  Ticonderoga,  then  called  Fort  Carillon. 
Albany  soldiers  accompanied  the  inefficient  Aber- 
crombie.     The   disheartened    army  retreated  to 
Fort  William  Henry,  and  many  of  the  wounded  , 
were  conveyed  to  Albany.    The  brave  Lord  Howe 
was  slain  in  this  batde,  and  his  body,  in  charge  of 
Philip  Schuyler,  was  entombed  in  this  city,  first  in  : 
Schuyler's  family  tomb  and  finally  under  St.  Peters 
Church.     His  death  was  mourned  in  America  and 
England,  while  the  presumption  and  cowardice  of  \ 
Abercrombie  made  his  name  contemptible. 

As  a  contribution  to  the  local  history  of  this  per- 
iod, indicative  of  the  character  of  the  people  and 
the  army,  we  give  the  following  extract  from  the  ! 
doings  of  the  Common  Council.  i 

Whereas,  Sandry  complaints  have  bet- 11  made,  and  in  par- 
ticular by  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Viscount  Howe,  ot 
the  great  abuse  in  celling  Rum  ,uid  other  strong  Liquors  lo 
Soldiers,  which,  by  means  of  their  continual  drinking,  im- 
pairs and  weakens  their  constitutions  and  renders  ihem  unfit 
lor  duty;  and  we  being  conscious  of  the  justness  of  thecom-  j 
plaint,  as  well  z.-^  the  mischiefs  that  may  arise  from  the  said  1 
abuse,  and  being  willing  to  remedy  it  as  much  as  in  us  lays. 
Be  it  therefore  ordained  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com- 
monalty of  the  City  of  .\lbany,  and  it  is  hereby  ordained 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  no  person  whatsoever 
after  publication  hereof  presume  to  sell  any  Rum  or  other 
strong  liijuors  to  any  Soldier  or  Soldiers  whatsoever,  or  lo 
any  other  person  fur  their  use  ;  and  in  case  any  person  or 
persons  shall  be  convicted  before  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  or 
any  of  the  Aldermen  of  selling  any  Rum  or  other  distilled 
Lif[uor.  as  aforesaid,  to  any  Soldier  or  Soldiers,  she  or  they  so 
offending  shall,  for  the  first  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty 
shillings  current  money  of  New  York,  and  for  every  like 
offense  after,  the  sum  of  forty  shillings,  to  be  levyed  by  dis-  , 


tress  and  sale  of  the  offender's  goods,  one-half  for  the  benefit 
of  liie  informer,  and  the  other  half  for  the  use  of  the  City. 
Dated  Alfjany,  this  Seventh  day  of  Uecemljer,  1756. 

Among  the  e.xpeditions  in  which  soldiers  of 
Albany  were  engaged,  was  the  one  against  old  Fort 
Frontenac,  under  Colonel  John  liradsticet.  This 
was  a  French  fort  and  a  fur-trading  and  missionary 
station,  near  where  Kingston,  Canada,  now  is. 
The  fort  was  erected  in  1673  by  Governor  Louis 
Frontenac,  and  was  for  many  years  regarded  as 
one  of  the  strongest  and  most  important  in  Amer- 
ica. After  the  defeat  of  -A.bercrombie  at  Ticonder- 
oga, in  175S,  Colonel  Bradstreet,  at  his  own  re- 
quest, went  across  the  wilderness  to  Oswego,  and 
advanced  to  the  fort  in  three  ves.sels.  The  approach 
was  sudden  and  the  fort  was  weak.  It  surrendered 
without  a  contest.  His  force  consisted  of  New 
York  and  New  England  troops.  Among  the 
officers  were  Captains  Peter  Yates  and  Goosen  Van 
Schaick,  of  .Albanv,  the  latter  of  whom  became  a 
Colonel  in  the  New  York  revolutionary  line. 
Colonel  Bradstreet  was  Commissary-General  in 
1756,  keeping  up  supplies  between  Albany  and 
Oswego,  with  much  annoyance  from  the  French 
Indians,  with  whom  he  had  several  successful  and 
bloody  skirmishes. 

On  their  return  from  Fort  Frontenac,  his  small 
army  aided  in  building  Fort  Stanwix,  near  where 
Rome  is  now  situated.  This  fortunate  e.xpedition 
resulted  in  the  exchange  of  the  Commander  of  the 
fort  for  Colonel  Peter  Schuyler,  then  a  prisoner  in 
Canada,  and  turning  over  9  armed  vessels,  40 
pieces  of  cannon,  a  great  quantity  of  stores,  the 
fort  itself,  and  110  men  as  prisoners  of  war.  The 
name  of  Bradstreet  is  deserving  of  honor,  as  a 
brave  soldier  and  an  e.xcellent  man.  He  was  an 
intimate  friend  of  Philip  Schuyler,  whose  counsel 
and  aid  he  sought,  not  only  at  this  time,  but  in 
subsequent  service. 

In  May  and  June.  1759,  Lord  Jeffrey  Amherst, 
an  English  officer  of  great  merit,  encamped  abotit 
the  City  of  Albany.  In  July,  his  army  of  New 
York  and  New  England  soldiers  moved  toward 
Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point.  The  French 
forces  withdrew  on  their  approach  and  both  these 
strongholds  came  into  the  hands  of  the  English. 

The  fall  of  Quebec,  S;;ptember  12th,  and  of 
Montreal  soon  after,  gave  Canada  to  the  British 
and  ended  the  French  dominion  in  America.  A 
definitive  treaty  was  concluded  at  Paris.  Febru- 
ary 10,  1763. 

-Vlbany  County  had  no  more  alarms  from  the 
French  and  Indians  of  Canada.  The  usual  in- 
dustrial pursuits  of  peace  were  resumed. 


'1  won 

.'-'2"' '  '  V ">.:^w.-  ^c-jt:;;: 
■y'     ■  =;:'c-  ;■■ 


:^    .::  :     •  .v  tir '  r    :  .   .,  ■ 


,    ,  '  -■■  ''i     >i\-:}-.j^R  r.i.w  ■• ; 

-  j ';;5V;  b,"T^;  t:)^ 

'         -  '  ■■  ^--i-Jii.  .'ic  ;  v;fi..  701 

,  ..  ,     ■  -yiJ  ■  ■■■  .-.^I.ilq 

■  '  .  •■■ -  .v.. 

"-  ■  -         ■■  -  :'■  ■■■■   -i  .,,r, 

■  n:^-'---  vfti,  ni  cv't,  ; 

.    '        'i*  ;      i  ■  ;j ■      &-i;i.i-.:!  ■  .■  f);. 


,'ii:: 


J-.iT 


THE 


AMERICAN  REVOLUTIOXARi'  PERIOD. 


391 


THE  AMERICAN  REVOLUTIONARY  PERIOD. 


By  I»rof.  J.  TEiNNEY. 


THE  representative  principle  must  be  sought 
away  back  in  the  ages — in  the  first  communities 
of  men.  Its  growth,  traced  through  all  the  forms 
of  industrial,  ecclesiastical  and  civil  institutions, 
has  never  yet  been  carefully  written  out.  It  would 
be  the  work  of  a  lifetime.  It  took  deeper  root  and 
expanded  more  rapidly  and  vigorously  in  Anglo- 
Saxon  Britain  than  among  any  other  people.  Its 
democratic  element  gradually  acquired  great  dis- 
tinctness and  purity,  and  in  this  form  was  first 
brought  over  to  the  stormy  coasts  of  primitive  New' 
England  in  1620.  Here  it  found  congenial  soil 
and  skillful  culture,  and  branched  forth  westward 
over  a  large  territory,  producing  a  growth  of  as- 
tonishing vigor  on  the  4th  of  July,  1776. 

What  Albany  City  and  County  had  to  do  in  the 
struggle  that  led  to  its  establishment,  we  propose  to 
set  forth  as  fully  as  the  scattered  facts,  dug  out  of 
the  debris  of  one  hundred  years,  and  our  limited 
time  and  space,  will  admit. 

We  regret  that  we  have  no  record  of  the  services 
rendered  on  the  field  of  battle  by  individuals  who 
were  always  ready  "to  do  or  die"  for  sweet  liberty 
— men  who  occupied  subordinate  military  offices 
or  worked  in  the  ranks — untitled  men  of  strong 
convictions  and  brave  hearts,  who  fought,  not  for 
fame,  but  for  home  and  country,  and  now  fill 
unlettered  graves.  Our  questions  in  regard  to  their 
names  and  deeds  have  found  no  answer. 

IMuch  that  transpired  in  the  great  struggle  with 
England  for  American  nationality  is  already  lost 
in  the  graves  of  the  actors  in  that  drama. 

We  do  not  find  that  much  field  service  was  done 
by  Albany  County  in  that  war.  At  first  there  was 
much  apathy  among  the  citizens  generally.  They 
were  not  men  of  war;  they  loved  peace  and  pro- 
ductive industry.  King  George  was  far  away  and 
had  done  them  no  harm  that  they  could  see.  The 
wrongs  complained  of  in  Boston,  New  York,  and 
elsewhere,  by  men  of  trade  and  public  men,  they 
might  have  heard  of  but  they  had  not  seen  nor 
felt  them.  Who  can  wonder  that  such  men  were 
slow  to  leave  their  farms,  and  shops,  and  stores 
for  strife  and  carnage;  that  some  were  not  apathetic 
only,  but  decidedly  opposed  to  a  war  that  meant 
revolution.'  They  preferred  to  endure  the  ills  they 
knew  than  to  fly  to  those  they  knew  not  of 
Hence  there  were  many  Tories  in  Albany  County. 
And,  while  the  most  brave  and  intelligent  watclied 
events,  and  pondered  and  feared,  most  put  otT  the 
evil  day,  hoping  that  the  unpleasantness  with  Old 
Mother  Englaiid  would  be  settled  without  blood. 

Yes,  Albany  was  slow  to  respond  to  the  feelings 
so  strongly  manifested  in  the  cities  of  the  .\tlantic 
coasts,  in  Philadelpliia,  and  in  Virginia. 


I      But  most  of  the  men  of  mind  and  property  in 
I  the   city — the   Schuylers,    the   Van  Rensselaers. 
j  Gansevoort.  Van   Schaick,   Nicolls,   Douw,  Ten 
j  Broeck,  and  others — were  fully  alive  to  the  situa- 
I  tion,  full  of  the  spirit  of  patriotism,  ready  for  anv 
sacrifice  for  the  rights  of  the  people.    They  \vere 
always  on  the  side  of  wise  counsel,  and  vs'hen  the 
hour  of  action  came,  they  were  prepared. 

There  was  no  newspaper  in  Albany  until  1771, 
and  the  publisher  of  that  was  a  Tory.  No  tele- 
graph then;  no  stage;  no  medium  ot  rapid  com- 
munication. News  moved  slowly;  the  common 
mind  moved  slowly.  But,  when  the  news  of  blood- 
shed on  the  plains  of  Lexington,  April  19,  1775, 
was  heard,  all  saw  that  war  was  inevitable.  Patriot 
blood  was  stirred,  and  city  and  county  began  to 
get  ready.  ^Military  companies  were  formed,  and 
the  bustle  and  confusion  of  getting  ready  for  the 
worst  was  heard  all  around. 

Albany,  as  important  as  it  was,  was  a  smuii  vil- 
lage then.  But  it  had  long  been  a  town  of  grim 
torts  and  warlike  movements.  It  was  used  to  sol- 
diers and  officers;  to  camps  and  marches.  Its  sit- 
I  uation  and  its  accidents  had  made  it  always  a 
military  center  to  which  men  came  and  from  which 
men  went  with  all  the  pomp  and  circumstance  of 
dire  war. 

So  it  continued  to  be  during  the  War  of  the 
Revolution.  Flere  was  Fort  Frederick,  wiih  its 
garrisons  and  guns:  here  were  officers  quarters, 
barracks,  hospitals,  and  commissaries  stores.  Sol- 
diers were  billeted  here.  Here  were  fears  and 
watchings.  There  were  enemies  at  home  and 
abroad.  Here  were  prisons  for  bold  traitors 
and  gallows  to  hang  them  on.  Of  course  there 
was  much  to  be  done  to  duly  provide,  keep,  and 
distribute  "  the  sinews  of  war.  '  Here  was  much 
to  be  done  by  a  strong  "home  guard,"  protecting 
the  city  and  holding  it  as  a  place  of  safety  and 
supply;  a  place  not  for  the  protection  alone  of 
citizens  and  their  wives  and  children,  but  for  tlie 
restraint  of  the  rebellious  Tory;  for  the  hungry 
and  ragged  soldier  in  tent  and  field;  for  the  sick 
i  and  wounded  in  the  hospital. 

I  Such  duties  as  these  all  important  ones,  neces- 
!  sarily  occupied  the  patriotic  inhabitants  of  Albany 
j  City  and  County,  and  made  them  less  f.-equcnt  in 
I  the  march  and  bloody  contest.  Thev  were  not 
I  found,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  at  Bennington, 
j  White  Plains,  .Monmouth,  Trenton,  nor  in  any  of 
'  the  batt'es  of  the  South.  Nor  was  much  fighting 
j  done  by  them  after  tlie  surrender  of  Burgo)  ne. 
I  They  went,  probably,  where  Schuyler,  Ganse- 
;  voort  and  Van  .Schaick,  and  Ten  Broeck  and  the 
I  X'an  Rensselaers  went,  or  directed  to  go,  to  St. 
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Johns,  Chambly,  iMontreal,  and  Quebec;  to  Crown 
Point  and  Ticonderoga;  to  Fort  Ann  and  Fort 
Stanwix;  to  Stone  Arabia  and  Saratoga. 

Who  some  of  them  were  who  were  enrolled 
ready  for  any  duty,  is  told  in  the  military  rosters  as 
we  find  them  in  tlie  archives  of  the  State,  in  the 
records  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  in  cer- 
tain local  histories. 

The  City  Records,  and  the  Records  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  from  which  we  have  made  liberal 
extracts,  show  better  than  anything  else  the  state  of 
matters  in  this  County  and  City. 

Albany  was  always  fortified,  and  fortified  and 


I 

garrisoned  according  to  the  needs  of  the  place  and 
the  times.     Its  government  was  usually  adminis- 
tered by  prudent  officers,  supported  by  a  discreet, 
peace-loving  class  of  citizens.     It  kept  friendship 
with  the  Indians.     No  battle  was  ever  fought  in 
the  present  Albany   County  :   no  invasion  ever 
;  reached  the  city  ;  no  besiegers  ever  attacked  its  de- 
!  fenses.     It  had  rumors  of  war,  but  no  war.     It  al- 
ways had  fears  of  the  savage,  but  fear  was  all.  Its 
;  people  were  always  forewarned  and  forearmed. 
!  The  French  of  Canada,  full  of  jealousy,  often 
I  planned  invasion  of  Albany,  but  never  carried  out 
I  their  plans. 


An  important  convention  of  colonial  delegates 
met  at  Albany  June  19,  1754.  It  has  often  been 
referred  to  as  having  connection  with  the  opening 
movements  of  the  American  Revolution.  If  this 
be  so,  it  was  quite  remote.  It  was  invited  by  Lord 
Holderness,  English  Secretary  of  State.  Seven  of  - 
the  thirteen  colonies  were  represented  by  twenty-  \ 
six  members.  The  New  York  Delegates  were 
James  Delancy,  Joseph  ^Murray,  William  Johnson, 
John  Chambers,  William  Smith.  Most  of  these 
were  adherents  of  the  English  Crown,  and  remained 
so  all  their  lives.  The  delegates  were  chosen  by 
the  colonial  assemblies,  and  had  for  their  leading 
object  the  formation  of  a  closer  political  union  for 
the  purpose  of  better  security  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  French  on  the  north,  and  for  keeping 
the  friendship  of  the  Indians,  the  Six  Nations  es- 
pecially, who  seemed  getting  too  much  under  the 
influence  of  the  Jesuits  and  other  French  emissa- 
ries. The  sachems  uf  the  Indians  were  particularly 
invited  to  meet  this  convention,  and  they  were 
present  in  full  numbers.  Speeches  were  made  on 
both  sides,  and  much  diplomacy  was  used.  The 
sessions  were  held  for  twelve  days.  The  meetings 
were  in  the  old  City  Hall. 

Benjamin  Franklin  was  present  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, having  a  plan  which  he  introduced  for  discus- 
sion, that  looked  to  a  permanent  union  lor  mutual 
counsel  and  defense  in  all  matters  of  common  inter- 
est. "  Debate  upon  this  and  other  plans  proposed 
was  taken  up,  hand  in  hand  with  the  Indian  business, 
daily.  "  A  plan,  very  much  like  that  of  Franklin, 
proposed  a  grand  council  of  forty-eight  members, 


to  have,  under  limitations,  the  appointment  of  all 
civil  and  military  officers,  the  general  management 
of  civil  and  military  matters,  and  the  entire  con- 
trol of  Indian  affairs.  When  the  plan  was  sub- 
mitted, as  Franklin  himself  tells  us,  "the  assem- 
blies did  not  adopt  it,  as  they  all  thought  there  was 
too  much  prerogative  in  it;  and  in  Eng  and  it  was 
judged  to  have  too  much  of  the  democralic."  But  the 
convention,  no  doubt,  succeeded  in  its  main  pur- 
pose— that  of  keeping  the  Iroquois  on  friendly 
terms — after  the  usual  presents,  promises  and  tiat- 
tery  ;  and  "the  plan,  '  which  was  not  the  main 
purpose,  led  the  colonists  to  a  better  understand- 
ing of  each  other,  and  helped  prepare  them  for 
more  united  action  when  the  time  came.  This 
was  largely  due  to  the  far-seeing  sagacity  and  vigi- 
lant patriotism  of  PVanklin. 

Lieutenant-Governor  Colden  writes  to  the  Earl 
of  Hillsborough,  under  date  of  New  York,  February 
21,  1770 — "My  Lord:  It  is  my  duty  to  inform 

i  you  that  a  violent  party  continue  their  assiduous 
endeavors  to  disturb  the  Government,  by  working 
hard  on  the  passions  of   the  populace,  and  ex- 

I  citing  riots,  who  in  every  attempt  have  hitherto 

j  been  unsuccessful.  *  *  *  "fj^g  persons  who 
appear  on  these  occasions  are  of  inferior  rank,  but 

I  it  is  not  doubted  they  are  directed  by  some  persons 
of  distinction.     They  consist  chiefly  of  Dissenteis, 

;  who  are  very  numerous,  especially  in  the  country. 

i  *  *  *  The  most  active  among  them  are  Inde- 
pendents from  New  England,  or  educated  there, 

1  and  of  Republican  principles.     The  friends  of  the 
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administration  are  the  C'hurcii  of  England,  the 
Lutherans,  and  the  old  Dutcli,  with  several  Pres- 
byterians." After  this,  he  s[)eak3  of  the  contine- 
ment  of  Alexamler  ]McDougal  in  jail  for  writing 
a  seditious  political  article,  expressing  the  opinion 
that  "he  highly  deserves  punishment.  '  McDougal 
was  one  of  the  "Sons  of  liberty,"  and  afterwards 
Colonel  of  the  ist  New  York  Regiment  in  the 
Revolution  and  a  Major-General  in  the  service.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  and 
afterwards  of  the  State  Senate.  He  was  a  brave 
and  trusted  soldier  and  a  valuable  citizen.  We 
note  this  to  show  what  kind  of  men  belonged  to 
the  early  patriot  party  and  the  estimation  in  which 
they  were  held. 

Albany  was  the  center  of  supplies  for  the  Northern 
Army.  It  would  not  do  to  leave  the  Northern  De- 
partment uncared  for  by  troops.  The  savages  and 
the  Tories  were  plenty  about  the  upper  Hudson  and 
the  IMohawk.  They  only  wanted  an  opportunity 
to  invade  the  City  of  Albany;  to  burn  and  plunder 
lis  homes;  carry  away  its  military  stores  and  mur- 
der its  inhabitants.  Its  soldiery  was  needed  at 
home  to  protect  what  remained. 

Did  the  women  apply  their  hands  to  the  distaff, 
the  spinning-wheel  and  the  loom,  so  that  the 
soldiers  might  be  sure  of  comfortable  clothing  in 
the  camp  and  field  Did  the  "click  of  the  loom 
and  the  hum  of  the  wheel  "  make  music  harmon- 
ious with  that  of  the  drum  and  fife.'  Were  there 
spinning  matches  and  quilting  bees  among  the 
mothers  and  daughters  of  Albany  County  from 
1774  to  1 78 1.'  There  were  no  factories  then  to 
clothe  the  army  by  contract  We  believe  that 
much  of  it  was  done  by  noble  women — the  wives 
and  daughters  of  that  time. 

Were  the  clergy  eloquent  in  the  pulpit  against 
British  aggression,  and  earnest  in  appeal  to  the  spirit 
of  patriotic  doctrine.'  Did  the\-  urge  the  people, 
by  zealous  activity,  to  resist  the  wrongs  done  to  the 
rights  of  property  and  personal  freedom,  and,  like 
Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  of  Pittsfield,  take  the  musket  and 
go  forth  to  pray  and  fight  for  heaven  and  our  rights  .•' 
This  Rev.  Thomas  Allen  left  his  home  and  visited 
Kinderhook,  Canaan,  Claverack,  and  other  towns 
in  F.astern  New  York,  speaking  to  the  people  and 
advising  the  strongest  measures  against  those  who 
favored  the  King.  He  writes  home  to  the  leading 
Whigs  of  his  town,  "As  yet  there  are  plenty  of 
arms  to  be  sold  at  Albany;  but  no  powder  is  to  be 
sold  there  for  the  piesent.  '  Again,  "The  spirit  of 
liberty  runs  high  at  Albany,  as  you  have  doubtless 
lieard  by  their  own  post  at  our  headquarters.  ' 
"The  New  York  Government  begins  to  be  alive  in 
the  glorious  cause,  and  to  act  with  great  vigor." 
^rom  these  statements  we  infer  that  he  visited  Al- 
bany to  quicken  and  stimulate  its  citizens  to  some 
activity.  It  is  also  said  that  the  sainted  Wcsterlo, 
of  the  Dutch  Church,  the  most  influential  pastor  in 
the  city  at  that  time,  was  bold  and  zealous  for  the 
patriot  cause  in  the  pulpit  and  among  the  people. 

Tories  were  arrested  and  committed  to  gaol  in 
Albany,  until  they  "humbly  confessed  tlieir  faults, 


asked    forgiveness   and    promised  reformation." 
Sometimes,  after  doing  what  harm  they  could  to 
i  their  ^^'hig  neighbors — hiding,  meeting  in  secret 
1  conclaves,  until  discovered  and  threatened  punish- 
ment— ^thcy  ran  away  to  Canada,  Nova  .'^cotia,  or 
■  other  safe  p'ace  to  await  the  end;  which,  to  their 
I  mind,  would  be  the  discomfiture  of  the  rebellious 
!  Whigs  and  the  triumph  of  the  loyal  friends  of  King 
i  George  III.     .\  few  of  these  returned  and  became 
I  good  cit'zens.    Others,  self-banished,  suffered  con- 
fiscation of  their  estates.     Some  were  banished: 
some  were  hanged.    Everywhere  the  ban  of  society 
1  was  upon  them;  and  they  were  handled  roughly 
when  arrested. 

Tories  were  plenty  in  New  Yc^rk,  not  excepting 
Albany  County.     North  Carolina  and  New  York 
t  were,  for  a  long  time,  regarded  by  the  British  min- 
\  islry  as  loj'al  to  the  interests  of  the  Crown,  and  dis- 
j  trusted  by  the  patriots  of  New  England  and  Vir- 
ginia. 

There  were  many  Tories  who  were  so  from  prin- 
ciple, and  refused  to  take  sides  against  the  parent 

!  country  from  honest  convictions  of  the  wrongful- 

!  ness  of  such  a  course.  They  looked  upon  the 
Whigs  as  rebels  against  their  sovereign ;  condemned 
the  war  as  unnatural:  and  regarded  the  final  result 
as  surely  disastrous  to  those  who  had  lifted  up  the 
arm  of  opposition.  Their  opinions  were  courte- 
ously, but  firmly  expressed;  they  took  every  op- 
portunity to  dissuade  their  friends  and  neighbors 
from  participating  in  the  rebellion:  and  by  all  their 
words  and  acts  discouraged  the  insurgent  move- 
ment. But  they  shouldered  no  musket,  girded  on  no 
sword,  piloted  no  secret  expedition  against  the  Re- 
publicans. They  were  passive,  noble-minded  men; 
and  deserve  our  respect  for  their  consistency,  and 
our  commiseration  for  their  sufferings  at  the  hands 
of  those  who  made  no  distinction  between  the  man 

j  of  honest  opinions  and  the  marauder  with  no 

I  opinions. 

I      There  was  another  class  of  Tories  governed  by 
I  the  footpad's  axiom  that  "might  makes  right." 
j  They  were  Whigs  when  royal  power  was  weak, 
j  and  Tories  when  royal  power  was  strong.  Their 
I  god  -vas  mammon,  and  they  offered  up  human 
j  sacrifices  in  abundance  upon  Us  altars.    They  be- 
!  came  as  relentless  robbers  and  murderers  of  neigh- 
I  bors  and  friends  as  the  savages  of  the  wilderness. 
I      For  some  time  the  Tories  in  the  neighborhood 
i  of -Albany  were  employed  in  capturing  prominent 
I  citizens  and  carrying  them  of^'  to  Canada  for  the 
I  purpose  of  exchange.    Such  an  attempt  was  made 
j  on  General  Gan^evoort,  and  another  on  General 
i  Schuyler,  under  direction  of  the  notorious  John 
Waltmeyer,  colleague  of  joe  Bettys,     .\niong  the 
men  of  this  class  was  the  notorious  Thomas  Love- 
lace, who.  after  he  had  run  away  to  Canada,  formed 
i  a  company  with  five  other  persons  and  returned  to 
I  abduct,  plunder  and  betray  his  former  neighbors  in 
i  Saratoga,  .Schenectady  and  Albany  Counties.  His 
I  crimes  were  many.     He  robbed  General  Schuy- 
ler's house  and  attempted  to  carry  off  Colonel  Van 
Vechten.     He  was  captured,  tried  and  hung  by 
General  John  Stark,  then  in  command  of  barracks 
near  Fish  Creek. 
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The  story  of  taking  old  Fort  Ticonderoga,  the 
key  to  the  gateway  between  the  Colonies  and  the 
Canadas,  I\Iay  8,  1775,  is  familiar  to  all.  It  was 
done  under  Colonel  Ethan  Allen,  of  Vermont, 
guided  by  the  boy  Nathan  Beman,  and  aided  by 


Ground  Plan  of  Old  Fort. 


Colonels  Warner,  of  Vermont,  Brown  and  Easton, 
of  Berkshire.  We  have  no  evidence  that  Albany 
County  had  any  men  among  the  1 50  who  were  en- 
gaged in  this  bold  movement.  The  County  had 
not  then  fully  organized  its  military  forces.  Its 
mayor  and  many  of  the  citizens  were  not  then  de- 
cided in  their  patriotism.  The  city  had  been  called 
on  for  supplies,  but  not  for  men  at  this  time. 
Connecticut  had  lately  sent  a  delegation  of  two  to 
Albany  "  to  discover  the  temper  of  the  people  at 
that  place."    It  was  then  in  doubt. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  1775,  George  Washington 
received  his  commission  as  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Continental  Army.  Four  ]\Iajor-GeneraIs: 
Artemas  Ward,  Charles  Lee,  Philip  Schuyler  and 
Israel  Putnam,  were  chosen  ;  and  eight  Brigadier- 
Generals:  Seth  Pomeroy,  Richard  Montgomery, 
David  Wooster,  William  Heath,  Joshua  Spencer, 
John  Thomas,  John  Sullivan  and  Nathaniel  Greene. 
To  these  was  added  Horatio  Gates  as  Adjutant- 
General  with  rank  of  Brigadier. 

In  June,  1775,  Philip  Schuyler,  on  recommen- 
dation of  the  patriots  of  this  district,  having  been 
appointed  as  one  of  the  four  Major-Generals  of  the 
Continental  Army,  was  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  Northern  Department. 

His  first  movement  was  towards  Ticonderoga, 
which  he  reached  July  i8th,  where  he  found  a  gar- 
rison of  1,000  Connecticut  troops  under  Colonel 
Hinman,  and  a  few  Berkshire  troops  under  Colonel 
Easton.  These  troops  were  composed  chiefly  of 
militia,  raw  and  undisciplined,  but  full  of  patriot- 
ism, courage  and  intelligence.  The  invasion  of 
Canada  was  under  favorable  consideration  by  all 
oft'icers  and  men.  It  was  urged  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  cut  off  the  approaches  of  British  troops  by 
St.  Lawrence  and  the  Lakes,  and  prevent  the  sud- 
den attacks  of  savages  and  Tories  on  the  borders, 
from  Canada.  It  was  understood,  al.so,  that  many 
Canadians  were  favorably  disposed  toward  the 
cause  of  the  American  patriots. 


I  It  was  further  understood  that  General  Carletor^ 
!  commander  of  the  British  forces  in  Canada,  was 
j  planning  an  attempt  to  get  possession  of  the  forts 
I  upon  the  lakes,  with  the  ultimate  purpose  of  invad- 
ing the  valleys  of  the  ^lohawk  and  Hudson,  and 
j  dividing  New  England  from  New  York  and  the 
j  States  south  and  west. 

'  Immediate  movements  were  demanded  to  antici- 
pate Carleton.  Major  Brown,  who  had  been  sent 
to  learn  the  situation  at  St.  John's,  Chambly, 
Montreal  and  (,)uebec,  and  to  try  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  Canada,  leaving  July  24th,  returned 
August  icth,  feeling  sure  that  "Now  is  the  time  to 
carry  Canada.  " 

But  serious  delays  occurred  in  securing  troops 
and  supplies.  New  York  was  filled  with  Tories 
who  needed  watching;  Boston  was  besieged;  Con- 

j  necticut  was  threatened  with  invasion  of  its  coasts; 

1  self-protection  must  be  secured  before  undertaking 
expeditions  to  Canada.  But  General  Schuyler  was 
hopeful  of  success,  and  eager  to  advance.  Major 
Brown  was  placed  in  command  of  the  flotilla  on 
Lake  Champlain.  General  ^Montgomery  was  at 
Crown  Point  as  Schuyler's  lieutenant.  On  Septem- 
ber 6th.  General  Schuyler,  with  his  little  armv,  was 
besieging  St.  John's.  It  was  a  long  and  tedious 
siege. 

Here  General  Schuyler  began  to  manifest  that 
irresolution  and  timidity  in  meeting  the  difficulties 
of  the  military  situation  which,  in  spite  of  his  un- 
!  doubted  personal  bravery,  so  often  fatally  marred 
his  Northern  campaigns,  and  led  many  patriots 
to  distrust,  not   only  his  capacity,  but  his  fidel- 
ity.    Deceived  into  a  belief  of  the  strength  of  the 
fort  and  of  the  dangers  around  him.  General  Schuv- 
ler  fell  back  to  Isle  Au.x-Noi.x,  and  awaited  rein- 
forcements.   As  soon  as  September  i6th.  he  was 
f  compelled  by  ill  health  to  return  to  Ticonderoga, 
i  and  commit  the  movements  of  the  army  to  ]\Iont- 
i  gomery.    The  attempt  upon  St.  John's  was  re- 
j  tarded,  and  success  was  hindered  in  many  ways. 
I  Among  them  were  the  lack  of  ammunition  and  the 
j  almost  mutinous  discontent  of  the  army.     But  suc- 
j  cessful  movements  upon  Fort  Chambly  by  Major 
I  Brown,  to  whom  it  was  surrendered  October  19th, 
!  imparted  new  vigor,  and  led  to  the  surrender  of  St. 
I  John's,  November  2d.   After  this  .Montreal  capitula- 
i  led  to  Montgomery.  November  17th.  IMonigomery, 
with  the  beggarly  remnant  of  his  armv  of  St.  John's, 
I  was  at  (Quebec  December  I  St.    Here  he  was  jomed 
!  by  Arnold  with  his  New  England  troops,  sent  on 
from    Cambridge   by  Washington.      Here  were 
Easton  and  Brown,  from  Berkshire;  Wooster,  from 
Massachusetts:  Van  Rensselaer,   Livingston,  and 
j  Lamb,  from  New  York. 

The  disastrous  assault  on  Quebec,  made  Decem- 
i  ber  31,  1775,  which  resulted  in  the  lamented  death 
of  Richard  ^lontgomery  and  the  end  of  the  Canada 
\  invasion,  needs  no  further  detail  here.  Evcrv  bright 
j  schoolboy  has  read  the  sad  story.  Let  ^Nfontgi win- 
ery's name  ever  be  revered.  He  was  a  pure  p.\- 
i  triot,  reatly  to  do  or  suffer  anything  for  country, 
i  His  courage  was 'impetuous  and  forgetful  of  self; 
j  while  that  of  Schuyler,  just  as  true,  had  more  of 
I  caution  in  it.     In  this  expedition  eserything  was 
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unfavorable  to  Montgomery  except  his  own  hiave 
and  generous  soul. 

It  is  true  that  Arnold  kept  up  a  useless  siege 
during  the  winter  of  1775-76,  and  that  recruits  were 
sent  on  to  reinforce  the  American  army,  which  still 
remained  in  Canada,  in  the  hope  of  accomplishing 
the  conquest  of  ihat  territory  in  the  coming  spring 
and  summer.  But  a  leader  was  wanting:  discipline 
was  imperfect;  and  sickness  was  weakening  the 
strength  of  men  who  suffered  from  lack  of  clothing, 
food,  and  other  supplies. 

Burgoyne  came  early  in  May  with  succor  for 
Quebec,  and  succeeded  Carleton  in  the  command. 
The  Americans  were  compelled  to  entirely  evacu- 
ate Canada.  The  remnant  arrived  at  Crown  Point 
in  June,  "  disgraced,  defeated,  discontented,  dispir- 
ited, diseased,  naked,  undisciplined:  eaten  up  with 
vermin;  no  clothes,  beds,  blankets:  no  medicine: 
no  victuals  but  salt  pork  and  Hour.  '  Thus  writes 
John  Adams,  under  date  of  July  7,  1776,  concern- 
ing our  Northern  Army  at  Crown  Point. 

Thus  resulted  the  first  movement  of  the  Army  of 
the  Northern  Department  under  General  Schuyler. 
His  policy  as  commander  had  given  great  dissatis- 
faction to  most  of  the  officers  and  men  in  his  com- 
mand. 

Horatio  Gates,  a  new  and  less  manly  com- 
mander, supplanted  Philip  Schuyler  in  the  North- 
ern command  for  a  brief  time  in  1776. 

During  the  winter  of  1776-77,  many  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Continental  Army,  including  General 
Gates,  Colonel  Morgan  Lewis,  Colonel  Benedict 
Arnold,  Colonel  John  Brown,  had  their  winter  1 
quarters  in  Albany.  It  was  during  this  winter  that 
Colonel  Brown  wrote  of  Arnold :  "Money  is  this 
man's  God;  and,  to  get  enough  of  it,  he  would  | 
sacrifice  his  country.  '  Three  years  after.  John 
Brown  fell,  fighting  for  his  country:  while  Arnold 
was  a  branded  traitor  and  a  fugitive  in  the  British 
army. 

The  year  1777  was  marked  by  events  that  de- 
manded unusual  exertions  and  sacrifices  from  the 
people  of  Albany  County.  The  summer  was  one 
of  intense  anxiety.  An  army  of  disciplined  and 
veteran  British  troops  was  on  the  march  to  Albany 
with  hostile  intent.  To  the  peace-loving  popula- 
tion of  the  city,  their  progress  spread  the  wildest 
terror;  to  the  loyal  Tories  ecstasies  of  hope  and  bold 
impudence;  to  the  patriotic  friends  of  liberty,  anx- 
iety and  dread.  From  mid-spring  to  late  autumn 
all  was  excitement,  alarm,  and  activity.  The  city 
was  threatened  with  all  the  horrors  of  savage 
butchery  and  the  invasion  of  an  unscrupulous 
.soldiery.  John  Burgoyne,  with  loud-mouthed 
threats  to  the  enemies  of  Great  Ikitain,  and  prom- 
ises of  protection  and  favor  to  the  weak  and 
doubting,  was  on  his  way  from  Canada  with  his 
12,000  men,  made  up  of  bloody  Indians,  merce- 
nary Hessians,  and  war-trained  Scotchmen  and  i 
Englishmen.  He  considered  his  march  sure  to 
end  in  triumph.  His  aim  was  to  cut  off  New 
England  with  all  its  supplies  of  men  and  means, 
from  the  south,  and  thus  make  the  divided  and 
weakened  armies  a  sure  prey  to  the  British  Crown. 


In  Albany  he  expected  to  meet  Clinton  moving  up 
the  Hudson  fiom  New  York,  and  St.  Leger  witii 
his  victorious  forces  from  Oswego  and  Fort  Stan- 
wix,  coming  down  the  .Mohawk.  With  ambitious 
and  able  commanders  and  splendid  soldiership  and 
appointments,  with  well  laid  plans,  the  result 
seemed  certain. 

J'arly  in  July,  old  Fort  Ticonderoga,  garrisoned 
by  St.  Clair  and  his  scarcely  3,000  men,  most 
of  them  poorly  provided  for  defense,  was  found 
to  be  untenable.  It  was  found  that  Burgoynes 
skilled  engineers  had  it  entirely  at  their  mercy, 
and  it  was  consequently  hastily  evacuated. 

Although  Colonel  John  Trumbull  had,  in  1776, 
with  characteristic  sagacity,  explained  to  Generals 
Gates  and  Schuyler  the  weak  points  in  the  defense 
of  that  fort,  nothing  was  done.  Schuyler  and  St. 
Clair  had  expressed  themselves  confident  that  the 
post  was  secure  from  any  attack  which  Burgoyne 
could  bring  to  bear  upon  it.  They  had  accumulated 
stores,  and  rested  in  apparent  security.  But  the 
commanding  battery  upon  Mount  Defiance  made 
retreat  the  only  alternative.  Scarcity  of  ammuni- 
tion and  danger  of  reinforcement  did  not  chiefly 
decide  the  question  of  retreat.  Nor  did  want  of 
courage.  It  was  forced  discretion.  One  division 
of  the  retreating  arm}-,  under  Colonel  Long,  was 
overtaken  at  the  head  of  Lake  George,  now  White- 
hall, and  after  suffering  loss  of  artillery  and  stores, 
pushed  on  to  Fort  Ann,  where,  turning  upon  its 
pursuers,  a  gallant  stand  was  made  near  that  fort. 
The  importance  of  the  battle  fought  here  under 
I  General  Schuyler,  with  500  men  from  Rensselaer 
Manor,  has  never  been  duly  estimated  in  history. 
[Many  Albany  men  were  killed  and  wounded  here, 
I  and  a  decided  check  was  put  upon  the  advance 
of  the  British  army,  much  to  the  advancement 
of  the  patriot  cause. 

St.  Clair's  division,  after  severe  fighting  and 
heavy  losses,  made  its  way  through  woods  and 
swamps,  and  over  streams  to  Fort  Edward,  wliere 
Schuyler  had  fixed  his  headquarters.  Here  he  was 
met  by  Colonel  Long  and  his  division. 

The  loss  of  Ticonderoga,  the  traditional  strong- 
hold to  which  they  and  their  fathers  had  looked 
for  protection,  naturally  filled  the  patriots  of  New 
York  and  Massachusetts  with  the  most  serious  ap- 
prehension. There  was  consternation  ever\  w  here. 
The  way  was  considered  open  to  Burgoyne  for  easy 
attainment  of  all  his  aims.  Nothing  but  desolatii^n 
and  death  stared  the  people  in  the  towns  and  vil- 
liges  along  the  Hudson  in  the  face.  Unjust 
charges  of  cowardice  were  laid  at  the  door  of  St. 
Clair  ;  and  treachery,  incompetence,  or  inefficiency 
in  Schuyler  were  outspoken  by  many,  especially  by 
the  New  England  troops. 

The  evacuation  of  Fort  Ticonderoga  filled  Gen- 
eral Schuyler  with  d  scouragement.  On  the  26th  of 
July  he  dismissetl  half  the  Militia  of  New  England 
i  and  of  Albany  County.  .\  month  later  he  sent 
away  the  greater  part  of  the  remainder.  This  he 
did  while  the  enemy  were  marching  toward  Albanv. 
and  he  never  had  greater  need,  not  only  of  keeping 
the  men  he  had,  but  of  increasing  their  number. 
His  excuse  for  this  singular  course  was,  first,  that 
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he  dismissed  a  part  lest  he  might  lose  the  whole  ; 
and,  then,  having  sent  away  about  one  half,  he 
might  as  well  send  home  the  other  half.  He 
alleged  that  his  militia,  men  of  Berkshire  and  Al-  | 
bany  Counties,  were  very  impatient  to  get  home  to 
their  farms.  Bancroft  tells  us  that  Schuyler  was 
importuning  Washington  to  send  him  Southern 
soldiers,  alleging  that  one  of  them  was  worth  two 
from  the  Eastern  States.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
Militia  of  Albany  and  Berkshire  held  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Northern  Department  at  this  time  in 
great  distrust;  and  they  well  knew  the  slight  regard 
in  which  they  were  held  by  him.  The  state  of  feel- 
ing between  General  Schuyler  and  his  troops  was 
very  unfortunate  at  this  lime.  Rude  and  unculti- 
vated as  many  of  these  men  were,  they  had  brave 
and  honest  hearts,  which  they  proved  soon  on  the 
fields  of  Bennington  and  Saratoga  under  leaders 
that  knew  them. 

No  battle  of  the  Revolution  took  a  more  powerful 
and  permanent  hold  upon  the  hearts  of  the  people 
of  that  day  than  that  of  Bennington  on  the  i6th  of 
August,  1777.  Its  results  were  disappointing  to 
Burgoyne.  Almost  unopposed  had  been  his  march 
upon  Albany  until  that  day.  His  army  was  one  of 
terror  to  the  friends  of  liberty.  They  could  see 
nothing  but  the  union  of  Clinton,  coming  up  the 
Hudson,  with  Burgoyne  coming  down  to  Albany, 
thus  making  a  complete  armed  barrier,  dividing  the 
East  from  the  South  and  West.  The  course  of  the  i 
proud  army  was  stayed  by  the  arms  of  a  militia, 
gathered  from  the  hills  of  New  England  for  the  oc- 
casion. Their  boasting  was  changed  to  doubt  and 
fear  by  the  event.  There  were  no  soldiers  from 
New  York  in  this  fight.  Many  were  men  who  had  1 
once  been  led  by  Ethan  Allen,  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tains. They  were  led  by  John  Stark,  a  born  sol- 
dier, of  determined  independence  and  energy,  who 
refused  to  be  trammeled  by  Schuyler  or  the  Cond- 
nental  Congress. 

This  should  be  said  in  regard  to  the  attitude  of 
the  New  York  and  New  England  Indians  during 
the  Revolution  : 

The  Mohawks  were  always  at  war  with  the  Mo- 
hegans,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Hudson,  who  bore 
their  yoke  with  uneasiness  and  frequent  outbreaks. 
These  New  England  Indians  had  no  frientlly  feel- 
ings toward  the  Dutch,  whom  they  looked  upon  as 
allies  of  their  Iroquois  enemies. 

P'orced,  as  these  Eastern  red  men  were,  by  the 
trading  Dutch  and  the  jealous  Mohawks,  back  over 
the  western  slopes  of  the  Hudson  into  the  vallevsof 
the  Housatonic  and  the  Connecticut,  they  seldom 
met  during  the  colonial  period  after  the  first  years. 
When  they  did,  there  was  only  a  renewal  of  con- 
tention and  bloodshed,  the  result  of  which  al- 
ways asserted  the  superic»r  power  of  the  Western 
savages. 

All  efforts  to  bring  together  the  Iroquois  under 
the  influence  of  the  Christian  religion  or  civilization 
were  only  partially  successful,  except  with  the  Onei- 
das  and  Tuscaroras,  of  whom  the  Stockbridge  In- 
dians came  to  speak  of  as  brothers.  Both  had  been  | 
taught  Christianity  and  freedom  by  New  England 
Puritan  missionaries.  I 


They  united  in  the  ^^'ar  of  the  Revolution  in  the 
cause  of  the  colonists  against  the  Crown,  and  thus 
again  met  in  battle  their  ancient  foes,  the  Mohawks, 
I  wiio,  under  the  influence  and. lead  of  the  Johnsons 
and  Butlers,  did  deeds  of  indescribable  cruelty  in 
every  northern  battle  where  they  had  opportunity; 
and.  in  conjunction  with  the  Tories,  carried  the 
firebrand,  the  tomahawk,  and  the  scalping-knife  to 
many  a  peaceful  home  and  village  along  the  ]\Io- 
hawk,  the  Schoharie,  and  the  Susquehanna. 

All  the  efforts  of  General  Schuyler  and  other  del- 
egates from  Albany,  in  conferences  with  the  Si.K 
Nations  in  1774,  when  they  pledged  neutrality,  and 
at  Guy  Park  in  May,  1775,  were  overborne  by  the 
money  and  promises  of  the  British  crown  and  the 
artful  intrigues  of  Guy  and  John  Johnson,  with  the 
alliance  of  Joseph  Brant  and  the  Tor)'  Butlers. 

The  worst  cruelties  inflicted  by  these  savage  In- 
dians, and  worse  than  savage  whites,  fell  upon  the 
peaceful  homes  of  Old  Tryon  County.  Albany 
County  was  so  well  defended  that  it  was  left  alone 
by  them.  The  only  exception  happened  in  the 
town  of  Berne,  of  which  a  good  account  is  given 
in  the  history  of  that  place. 

Pkter  Gansevoort  was  born  in  Albany,  July  17, 
1749.  He  was  among  the  troops  which  accom- 
panied Schuyler,  in  1775,  in  his  movement  toward 
Canada,  and  accompanied  Montgomery,  with  the 
i  rank  of  Major,  in  his  unfortunate  assault  upon 
(Quebec  in  December  of  that  year.  The  next  year 
he  was  appointed  a  Colonel  in  the  New  York  line, 
and  took  command  of  Fort  Schuyler,  previously 
called  Fort  Stanwix,  situated  where  is  now  the  City 
I  of  Rome,  in  the  spring  of  1 777.  For  his  gallant 
defense  of  this  post  against  St.  Legei",  in  his  at- 
tempted march  from  Oswego  down  the  Mohawk, 
to  meet  Burgoyne  at  Albany,  he  received  the  thanks 
of  Congress. 

In  1781  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Briga- 
dier-General by  the  State  of  New  York.  He  was, 
for  many  years  after  the  war,  military  agent,  and 
held  other  ofTices  of  trust.  He  was  held  in  high 
esteem  as  a  soldier  for  bravery  and  good  judgment, 
and  as  a  citizen,  for  intelligence  and  uprightness. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  62  years,  July  2,  1S12. 

When  Colonel  Gansevoort  took  command  of 
Fort  Schuyler,  in  early  summer  of  1777,  the  fort 
was  unfinished  and  feebly  garrisoned.  The  patri- 
otic citizens  of  Mohawk  valley  were  paralyzed  with 
fear.  They  saw  nothing  but  defeat  and  rum  should 
the  disciplined  army  of  St.  Leger  fall  upon  Fort 
Schuyler.  They  knew  no  way  of  successful  resist- 
ance shf»uld  he  attempt  to  march  down  the  valley 
to  .Albany.  Many  timid  and  wavering  ones  became 
Loyalists,  or,  at  best,  weak  and  passive  patriots. 
But  Colonel  Gansevoort  was  vigilant  and  hopeful, 
appealing  for  aid  to  General  Schuyler  and  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  and  putting  forth  every  possible 
effort  to  be  ready  for  the  enemy.  On  the  ist  of  Au- 
gust, St.  Leger,  with  his  Tory  rangers  and  his  blood- 
thirsty Indians  under  Brant,  wore  ready  to  invest 
I  the  fort  with  a  force  1,700  strong.  Gansevoort  had 
only  750  men,  among  whi^m  were  the  brave  and  sa- 
I  gacious  Colonel  Marinus  Willett  and  his  regiment. 
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A  few  other  recruits,  and  ammunition  and  provis- 
ion for  a  siege  of  six  weeks  soon  came.  The  siege 
began  August  4th.  The  British  commander  sent  a 
pompous  manifesto  into  the  fort,  and  a  dispatch  to 
Burgoyne  assuring  him  that  he  expected  they  would 
soon  meet  at  Albany  as  victors. 

We  are  not  called  upon  to  detail  the  carnage  of 
Oriskany,  August  6th,  where  the  brave  Nicholas 
Herkimer  and  his  Soo  Mohawk  \'alley  men  fell  into 
an  ambuscade  of  Tories  and  savages,  while  on  their 
maich  to  relieve  General  Gansevoort.  Herkimer, 
badly  wounded,  did  his  duty  with  wonderful  endur- 
ance and  coolness  until  the  battle  was  over,  and 
then  was  borne  to  his  home  to  die  with  the  unskilled 
surgeon's  knife,  as  many  a  noble  soldier  has  done 
before  and  since;  nor  need  we  dwell  upon  the 
sortie  of  Colonel  Willett.  in  which  this  man  of 
daring  courage  suddenly  and  furiously  attacked  the 
enemy,  put  them  to  rout,  made  an  end  to  this 
bloody  struggle  at  Oriskany,  and  brought  his  force 
back  to  the  fort  without  loss  of  a  man;  nor  need 
we  repeat  the  particulars  of  the  reinforcement  sent 
by  Schuyler  from  Stillwater,  under  Arnold,  and 
the  stratagem  that  frightened  St.  Leger's  Indians, 
leading  him  to  raise  the  siege  before  Fort  Schuyler 
on  the  23d  of  August,  and  make  a  hasty  flight 
toward  Wood  Creek  to  join  Burgoyne. 

The  courage  of  Gansevoort  held  out  during  this 
siege  of  twenty  days,  although  it  looked  like  ulti- 
mate surrender  because  ammunition  and  food  had 
nearly  given  out,  and  many  of  his  men  advised 
surrender.  Herkimer,  Willett,  and  Arnold  deserve 
all  praise  for  the  part  they  acted  in  preventing  St. 
Leger  from  carrying  out  the  plan  of  meeting  Bur- 
goyne at  Albany.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that 
there  were  Albany  County  men  with  Gansevoort  and 
with  Arnold;  but  we  have  not  found  their  names. 

After  the  departure  of  St.  Leger,  General  Ganse- 
voort and  his  regiment  had  charge  of  repairing 
Fort  Plain  and  erecting  the  block  house  near  it, 
where  they  were  stationed  for  some  time  to  take 
charge'  of  the  large  quantity  of  stores  destined  for 
FortStanwix;  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  In- 
dian and  Torifs;  and  to  be  ready  to  render  services 
in  case  of  any  attacks  made  by  them  in  the  vicinity. 

The  report  of  the  designs  of  Burgovne  and  St. 
Leger,  seemed  at  first  to  paralyze,  not  arouse,  the 
Whigs  of  Mohawk  Valley.  They  began  to  regard 
the  patriot  cause  as  almost  hopeless.  Thev  hesi- 
tated whether  to  prepare  for  defense  against  disci- 
plined British  soldiers  or  to  supinely  await  the 
course  of  events.  The  event  awakened  new  con- 
fidence and  effort. 

The  story  of  Saratoga  and  the  taking  of  Bur- 
goyne is  too  fanailiar  to  require  repetition  here. 
Indeed,  our  space  is  too  limited  to  give  it  in  satis- 
factory detail.  It  is  well  known  that  the  patriotic 
Philip  Schuyler  was  superseded  a  few  days  before 
the  battle  by  Horatio  Gates,  an  experienced,  trained 
military  officer  of  English  birth;  good  at  making 
plans;  inferior  to  Schu\lcr  as  a  man;  selfish,  and 
ambitious;  not  remarkable  for  any  deeds  of  patri- 
otism or  of  daring  bravery,  either  at  this  time  or 
any  other. 


!      Schuyler  was  cautious,  and  in  such  an  emergency 
I  as  that  in  which  he  was  placed  by  the  advance  of 
I  Burgoyne  and  his  proud  army,  and  his  own  ill- 
I  appointed  and  uneasy  troops,  he  might  well  be  so. 
!  But  Schuyler  was  not  the  man  for  the  occasicm. 
I  He  was  not  a  man  for  his  soldiers.     He  was  too 
'  dilatory;  he  did  not  understand  his  men,  nor  did 
'  thev  understand  him.     His  conduct,  after  he  was 
superseded,  was  worthy  of  all  praise.     No  doubt 
'  he  felt  the  seeming  degradation,  but  at  no  point 
i  could  he  be  accused  of  neglecting  his  duty  as  a 
j  patriotic  citizen.     His  wise  counsels  and  his  means 
I  were  at  the  command  of  his  country.     No  doubt 
!  some  of  his  movements  in  falling  back  before  Bur- 
I  goyne's  march  seemed  then  cowardly.   It  is  doubt- 
!  ful  if  his  final  stand,  taken  near  the  forks  of  the 
Mohawk,  where  he  entrenched  himself  and  his 
small  army  as  well  as  he  could,  on  Van  Schaick 
and  Haver  Islands,  was  well  taken.    The  people 
of  his  own  county  began  to  fear   that  he  was 
not  equal   to   the  emergency,   and  the  feelings 
of  the  New  England  troops  was  very  bitter  against 
him.     It  was  difficult  to  enlist  men  to  fight  under 
him.    These  facts,  not  forgetting  his  really  worth\' 
I  character  as  a  man  and  as  a  patriot,  seemed  to 
i  justify  the  course  pursued  by  Congress  in  supcr- 
i  seding  him.   After  this  was  done,   a  new  spirit 
I  seemed  to  pervade  the  Northern  Department,  and 
all  possible  efforts  were  cheerfully  made  to  prevent 
the  advance  of  Burgoyne. 

The  magnanimity  of  Schuyler  was  shown  after 
the  battle,  by  his  treatment  of  Burgoyne  and  his 
suite  at  his  own  house  in  Albany:  his  gallant 
treatment  of  the  amiable  Madame  Riedeiel;  and 
his  humane  aid  in  behalf  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers.  More  than  a  thousand  of  them  were 
taken  to  the  hospital  and  even  into  the  houses  of 
!  Albany,  including  friends  and  foes,  and  there  had 
the  best  of  care. 

We  feel  justified  in  this  connection,  in  making 
i  an  extract  from  Smith's  "  History  of  Fitlsfield,''  as 
j  giving  a  fair  estimate  of  the  character  of  General 
!  Schuyler  in  connection  with  the  cause  that  led  to 
i  his  being  superseded  by  Gates.  It  also  aids  much 
in  understanding  the  state  of  feeling  at  that  pe- 
riod: 

"The  calamitous  termination  of  the  invasion 
of  Canada  brought  to  its  culmination  the  opposi- 
!  tion  to  Schuyler,  which,  in  King's  District,  the 
I  County  of  Berkshire,  and  in  the  New  Hampshire 
i  Grants,  had  been  growing  ever  since  his  appoint- 
I  ment  to  the  Northern  command. 

"An  unblemished  patriot,  a  gallant  soldier,  and 
I  no  mean  statesman,  Schuyler  was  yet  distinguished 
j  by  qualities,  both  positive  and  negative,  which 
rentlered  him,  if  ([ualified  for  any  departmental 
I  command,  remarkal)Iy  ill-adapted  to  that  which 
\  was  assigned  him,  between  a  majority  of  whose 
'  people  and  himself  there  existed  an  incompatibility 
!  which  resulted  in  an  antagonism  fatal  to  the  public 
!  interest.  An  aristocrat  of  aristocrats,  he  hated 
I  the  robustious  democracy  of  Ma>sachusetts,  and 
the  stiir  ruder  independence  of  the  settlers  upon 
I  the  Grants.  A  New  Yorker  of  New  Yorkers,  jea- 
!  lous  of  the  rights  of  his  Province,  he  participated 
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to  the  full  in  the  feeling  excited  by  the  alleged  en- 
croachments of  the  New  Englanders  upon  her 
eastern  borders,  and  was  prepared  to  resist,  at  any 
cost,  the  new  invasion  of  her  territory,  under  pre- 
tense of  patents  from  New  Hampshire.  Intimate, 
socially  and  personally,  with  many  of  the  higher 
class  of  Loyalists  in  King's  District,  he  could  not 
be  made  to  believe  them  guilty  of  the  secret  plots 
against  their  country  and  the  violation  of  their 
solemn  pledges,  of  which  they  were  popularly  ac- 
cused. Annoyed  by  tlie  evil  deeds  of  the  Tories, 
he  was  opposed  to  them;  but  he  was  indignant  at 
the  harsh  treatment  with  which  the  Sons  of  Liberty 
treated  his  friends,  the  Van  Schaicks,  and  others  of 
suspected  Toryism,  and  was  not  in  favor  of  a  cer- 
tain class  of  Whigs.  This  led  to  ill-blood  and  bitter 
opposition  to  his  promotion. 

"Coming  to  his  command  with  a  nervous  hor- 
ror of  partisan  warfare,  he  attributed  that  character 
to  the  proud-spirited  and  ambitious  militia  of  the 
hills,  who,  used  to  hardy  and  independent  enter- 
prise, were  not  easily  controlled,  but  kept  him  in 
perpetual  terror  of  some  rash  adventure,  while  they 
failed  him  in  executing  his  best-laid  schemes  of 
falling  back  for  an  indefinitely  postponed  advance. 
And  he  refused  to  renounce  his  prejudices  against 
them,  even  when  he  found  that  they  alone  won 
victories  in  his  department,  and.  having  won  them, 
showed  a  regard  for  the  amenities  of  honorable 
warfare,  and  observed  its  laws  with  a  scrupulous 
nicety  which  put  to  shame  the  regulars  whom  they 
encountered.  He  failed  to  perceive  a  courtesy 
which  was  not  expressed  in  courtly  phrase,  or  to 
recognize  chivalry  except  in  those  of  gentle  blood 
— as  gentility  went  in  provincial  America.  As  a 
soldier,  his  courage  was  proved;  as  a  general, 
few  in  the  American  armies  could  better  set  a 
squadron  in  the  field,  or  were  more  familiar  with 
the  rules  of  their  art.  As  a  commander  of  a  de- 
partment, none  labored  more  arduously,  or  gave 
themselves  with  more  untiring  zeal  and  industry  to 
the  unthankful  task  of  providing  material  of  war: 
none  did  so  more  unselfishly,  as  was  grandly  shown 
in  his  ceaseless  exertions  to  supply  the  northern 
army  when  forbiden  to  hope  for  any  large  share  in 
the  glory  of  its  anticipated  achievements.  But  lie 
was  destitute  of  that  great  element  in  generalship 
which,  given  a  certain  soldiery  with  which  to  ac- 
complish a  specific  end,  takes  them  as  it  finds 
them,  with  all  their  faults  and  with  all  their  excel- 
lences, wins  their  confidence,  and  makes  the  most 
of  what  is  in  them,  .'^chuyler,  on  the  contrary, 
fretfully  magnified  the  imperfections  of  the  men 
committed  to  him,  and  was  perversely  blind  to 
their  good  qualities  as  soldiers.  Assigned  to  a 
position  surrounded  by  innumerable  difficulties, 
he  possessed  nothing  of  the  spirit  which  delights  to 
encounter  obstacles;  the  energy  which  turns  them 
to  its  own  account;  and,  least  of  all,  that  calm 
strength  which  endures  without  complaint  what 
cannot  be  avoided  or  changed." 

Much  of  that  which  was  to  he  regretted  in  him 
was  the  result  of  the  depressing  influence  of  ill- 
health;  and,  reviewing  his  career,  we  cannot  fail  to 
recognize  the  true  patriot  and  statesman,  and  the 


general,  whose  abilities  would  have  given  him  per- 
I  haps,  brilliant  success  in  almost  any  other  held 
j  than  that  in  which  he  was  placed. 
'      The  radical  Whigs,  who  controlled  the  politics 
of  his  department,  were  hardly  to  be  expected  so 
clearly  to  perceive  his  merits.     Between  the  revo- 
lutionary committees  of  that  region  and  such  a 
man  as  we  have  described,  conflict  was  inevitable. 
Of  political  and  social  sentiments,  the  very  reverse 
i  of  those  which  characterized  Schuyler,  the  com- 
I  mittees  were  also  extremely  unlike  him  in  temper- 
I  ament  and  habits  of  thought.     Impetuous,  some- 
j  times  even  to  rashness,  in  their  zeal,  they  and  their 
followers  were  ever  ready  to  rally  in  sudden  emer- 
gency, or  for  the  execution  of  dashing  enterprises; 
but,  if  the  opportunity  to  meet  the  enemy  was  not 
speedily  accorded  them,  they  grew  impatient  of  the 
necessary  restraint  of  military  discipline.     In  their 
theory  of  the  art  of  war,  retreat  was  omitted  from 
I  the  list  of  contingencies.     As  a  general.  Fabius 
j  was  by  no  means  a  model  in  their  esteem.  Judg- 
ing the  readiness  of  all  men  to  make  sacrifices  for 
their  country  by  their  own,  they  underrated  the  im- 
pediments which  Schu}ler  found  in  raising  armies 
and  accumulating  stores.     Intolerant  of  the  luke- 
i  warmness  of  moderate  Whigs,  as  well  as  of  the  mis- 
j  deeds  of  the  Loyalists,  they  denounced  the  former 
I  in  no  measured  terms,  while  they  advocated  and 
!  practiced  the  most  rigid  discipline  of  the  latter, 
i  }.Iany  of  them,  of  narrow  experience  in  aftairs,  and 
I  wanting  that  liberality  towards  opponents  which 
j  contact  with  the  great  world  brings,  they  could 
I  not  explain  the  perhaps  over-generous  sentiments 
I  of  Schuyler  towards  some  of  those  whom  they 
i  classed  indiscriminately  as  the  enemies  of  American 
liberty,  except  upon  the  hypothesis  of  his  sympathy 
with  their  Toryism. 

When,  therefore,  information  came  to  Berkshire 
and  King's  district  of  the  sad  aspect  which  affairs 
wore  in  Canada  and  finally,  that  all  which  had 
been  gained  there  at  such  great  cost  was  wrested 
I  from  the  Americans — smarting  under  the  disap- 
\  pointment  of  hopes  which  with  them  had  been 
I  more  sanguine  than  elsewhere,  the  people  of  those 
districts  were  ready  to  charge  the  commander  who. 
although  nut  long  personally  in  the  field,  had  from 
j  the  first  been  nominally  at  the  head  of  operations, 
with  the  responsibility  for  their  miserable  failure. 
Among  its  prime  causes,  they  ranked  the  brief 
delay  before  St.  John's,  to  which  he  had  been  per- 
suaded by  the  report  of  a  treacherous  informer  to 
the  neglect  of  the  truthful  representations  of  John 
i  Brown  and  James  Livingston.    Other  missteps  of 
I  the  expedition  were  attributed  to  him.  oltenest  un- 
I  justh',  through  the  malignancy  of  his  enemies,  who 
i  played  u[)on  the  popular  feeling  through  unscrupu- 
lous emissaries,  who  found  pijwerful  auxiliaries  in 
:  Schuyler's  unfortunate  peculiarities. 

The  disaster  to  St.  Leger,  and  the  unexpected 
check  made  by  the  brave  Stark  at  Bennington,  fell 
'  like  an  incubus  on  Burgoyne"s  army.  Indians 
I  deserted  and  Loyalists  were  less  confident, 
j  We  need  not  .tell  what  was  done  by  Gates. 
1  What  he  did  was  well  done,  as  events  proved.  But 
I  it  has  well  been  said  that  the  blunders  of  Burgoyne 
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were  quite  as  helpful  to  the  patriot  cause  as  was 
the  skill  of  Gates.  Around  him  came  Lincoln, 
Poor,  Scammell,  Woolcott,  Ciiley,  Fulnam,  Dear- 
born, Brooks,  Glenn,  Nixon,  Whipple,  Warner, 
Hull,  Fellows,  Hale,  Bailey,  and  other  brave  com- 
manders, with  their  full  brigades  fi  om  New  Eng- 
land, full  of  the  patriotic  tire  long  kept  alive 
among  those  sons  of  the  Puritans.  They  were  men 
who  "trusted  in  God  and  kept  their  powder  dry." 
Indeed  Gates  himself  says:  "My  New  England 
troops  did  the  fighting  at  Saratoga."  But  we  must 
not  fail  to  do  justice  to  the  daring  Arnold,  who 
was  one  of  the  bravest  men,  and  did  some  of  the 
most  effective  fighting  in  the  battle.  Nor  do  we 
forget  the  brave  ^Morgan,  of  Virginia,  with  his  un- 
erring marksmen.  The  bravest  men  of  Albany 
County,  too,  were  there  under  Abraham  Ten 
Broeck.  Soldiers  from  the  lower  Hudson  were 
there  under  Henry  and  James  Livingston,  mem- 
bers of  a  family  that  was  always  on  the  side  of 
freedom,  learning  and  public  progress.  Van  Court- 
land  was  there  too,  with  his  brigade,  and  Morgan 
Lewis  was  also  there.  It  would  take  a  volume  to 
tell  all  that  was  done,  and  give  appropriate  praise  to 
all  who  did  it. 

When  all  was  over,  and  the  army  of  Burgoyne 
had  left  the  country,  Albany  County  was  safe.  Its 
soldiers  were  in  no  more  important  battles.  The 
war  was  carried  to  the  south.  Albany  was  kept 
on  the  home  guard. 

After  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne,  so  far  as  we 
have  learned,  the  troops  from  Albany  County  gen- 
erally retired  to  their  homes. 

The  fighting  w-as  done  in  the  more  southerly 
departments — in  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and 
States  further  south.  The  painful  marches  and 
the  pestilential  encampments  were  made  there 
mostly.  The  troops  in  the  service  were  from  New 
England  and  the  Adantic  States  south  of  New 
York. 

This,  well  called  one  of  the  decisive  battles  of 
history,  was  fought  in  our  territory,  almost  at  the 
gates  of  our  city,  and  aided  by  the  services  and 
resources  of  the  brave  men  that  once  made  their 
homes  in  our  own  county. 

Following  this  there  was  much  fear  from  the 
lurking  Indians  and  Tories;  there  was  much  watch- 
ing and  guarding,  and  not  a  little  skirmishing. 

The  council  held  at  Johnstown  on  the  9th  of 
March,  177S,  to  try  once  more  to  secure  the  neu- 
trality, if  not  the  co  operation  of  all  the  Six  Nations, 
was  represented  on  behalf  of  Congress  by  Volkert 
P.  Douw,  and,  perhaps.  General  Philip  Schuyler. 
'But  it  resulted  in  no  change  of  policy.  Only  the 
Oneidas  and  Tuscaroras  pledged  abiding  friend- 
ship. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1779,  upon  the  urgent 
entreaty  of  General  Schuyler  made  to  Congress, 
and  under  the  direction  of  General  Jaines  Clinton, 
an  expedition  was  undertaken  against  the  Ont)n- 
daga  Indians,  under  command  of  Colonel  Van 
Schaick,  with  558  strong  men  selected  from  his 
own  regiment  and  that  of  General  Gansevoort. 
Its  object  was  to  punish  that  bloodthirsty  tribe. 


i  and  deter  its  warriors  from  future  cruelties.  The 
I  expedition  lasted  six  days,  and  returned  to  Fort 
!  Stawnix  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  The  little 
I  army  had  scattered  the  tribe,  destroyed  three  of  its 

villages,  horses  and  cattle,  a  large  quantity  of  pro- 
\  visions,  killed  twelve  Indians  and  taken  thirty-three 
j  prisoners.    This  punishment  was  deserved,  but  of 

doubtful  policy.  It  led  to  the  destruction  of  Co- 
I  bleskill,  attacks  upon  Canajoharie,  Stone  Arabia, 
I  and  other  places  soon  after;  and  finally  compelled 
!  the  fearful  and  effective  chastisement  under  Gen- 
I  eral  John  Sullivan,  of  all  the  savage  tribes  in 
'  Western  New  York. 

!      In  the  spring  of  1780,  Colonel  Van  Schaick,  in 
command  of  Sco  militia,  was  sent  from  Albany  by 
Governor  Clinton  to  pursue  Sir  John  Johnson,  who 
was  making  destructive  inroads  upon  the  small 
■  settlements  a'ong  the  Mohawk  Valley.    Sir  John 
I  left  his  pursuers  behind  and  escaped  to  Canada, 
j  Colonel  Van  Schaick  was  a  valiant  officer,  and  did 
i  good  service  in  a  military  and  civil  capacity.  A 
:  portrait  and  memorial  of  his  life,  prepared  by  Miss 
i   jane  Van  Schaick,   of  Albany,   appears  in  this 
i  history. 

j      In  the  latter  part  of  1784,  while  our  troops  had 
1  little  to  do  but  to  watch  and  wait,  certain  regiments 
j  of  General  Gansevoort's  brigade  were  stationed  be- 
tween the  Battenkill  and  the  Hoosick,  waiting  fur- 
ther orders.    This  was  near  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants,  in  which  dwelt  some  of  the  boldest  men  in 
I  the  States,  and  particularly  ready  to  resist  any  ag- 
j  gressions  from  the  State  of  New  York,  which 
claimed  jurisdiction  over  these  Grants.    Since  there 
were  no  British  troops  to  tight,  the  old  animosities 
broke  out,  and  the  Green  ^Mountain  Boys  who  had 
I  fought  at  Bennington  and  Saratoga,  were  declared 
1  in  a  state  of  insurrection.    This  broke  out  in  the 
I  regiments  of  Colonels  John  and  Henry  K.  Van 
'  Rensselaer  and  Peter  Yates.     Indeed,  the  militia 
in  this  vicinity  seemed  generally  to  take  sides  with 
the  people  of  the  Grants,  with  whom  they  became 
in  sympathy  in  the  alliance  of  the  battle-field  and 
i  the  camp.    General  Gansevoort,  on  the  5th  of  De- 
cember, ordered  Colonels  Yates,  Van  Vechten  and 
Van  Rensselaer  to  march  to  St.  Coych  and  quell 
the  insurrection.     Governor  Clinton  directed  Gen- 
eral Robert  \'an  Rensselaer's  brigade  to  assist  Gen- 
I  eral  Gansevoort  with  all  necessary  troops.  General 
I  Stark,  stationed  at  Saratoga,  being  solicited,  refused 
j  to  interfere  unless  ordered  by  General  Heath,  his 
I  superior  othcer.    The  sympathies  of  the  New  Eng- 
enders were  with  the  brave  Vermonters.  Ganse- 
voort, with  what  volunteers  he  could  raise,  advanced 
to  St.  Coych,  where  he  found  a  force  o(  500  men 
ready  to  support  the  insurgent  militia,  Having 
i  only  So  men.  General  Gansevoort  retired  five  miles, 
I  and  attempted,  by  w  riting  to  the  leaders,  to  induce 
j  them  to  lay  down  their  arms,  but  in  vain.  The 
I  so-called  rebels  were  left  undisturbed.     After  this, 
I  a  conciliatory  letter  from  General  Wa.shington  to 
1  Governor  Chittenden,  had  the  eftect  to  put  an  end 
j  to  disturbances  that  were  made  in  defense  of  what 
I  were  considered  honest  rights.    Ten  years  after 
I  this  Vermont  became  all  its  citizens  asked — an  in- 
!  dependent  State.      The  controversy  was  an  old 
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and  bitter  one;  and,  from  its  vicinity  to  the  New 
Hampshire  Grants,  Albany  County  had  much  to 
do  with  it. 

THE  VAN  SCHAICK  FA:\IILY. 

The  family  of  Van  Schaick  is  one  of  the  earliest 
of  the  many  prominent  early  families  of  Albany. 
Colonel  Gozen  \'an  Schaick  was  born  in  January, 
1737,  and  died  July  4,  17^9.  His  wife  was  Mary 
Ten  Broeck,  of  the  celebrated  New  York  family  of 
that  name.  He  served  with  great  distinction  in 
the  colonial  army  during  the  revolutionary  strug- 
gle, having  previously  had  military  experience  in  the 
service  of  the  Crown  under  General  Amherst.  He 
was  in  command  of  the  American  forces  in  Albany, 
then  a  military  point  of  great  importance,  and  was 
'the  leader  of  the  memorable  e.xpedition  against 
the  Onondagas  in  1779,  for  the  successful  conduct 
of  which  he  received  the  thanks  of  Congress.  In 
this  connection,  Washington,  writing  to  Clinton, 
expressed  himself  as  follows: 

"The  enterprise  commanded  by  Colo.  Van 
Schaick  merits  my  approbation  and  thanks,  and 
does  great  honor  to  him  and  all  the  Officers  &  men 
engaged  in  it.  The  issue  is  very  mteresting. — I 
have  written  him  a  line  upon  the  occasion." 

The  following  flattering  testimonial  to  Colonel 
Van  Schaick  from  (ieneral  .Schuyler,  sums  up  the 
Colonel's  soldierly  character  most  completely: 

"  Alb.vny,  June  15th,  1782. 

"Sir,— I  lament  the  occasion  which  renders  it  in- 
cumbent on  me  to  afford  you  a  testimonial  of  the 
sense  I  entertain  of  your  conduct.  I  sincerely 
wish  I  could  communicate  it  in  words  equal  to  my 
feelings,  and  to  my  experience  of  the  propriety  of 
it  during  a  series  of  years. 

"  The  early  decisive  and  active  part  which  you 
took  in  the  favor  of  your  country  in  the  pre.'-ent 
contest,  justly  entitles  you  to  the  attention  of  its 
PViends.  We  are  not  less  indebted  to  your  exer- 
tions as  an  Officer.  Your  service,  whilst  I  had  the 
honor  of  conmianding  the  military  in  this  Depart- 
ment, were  such  as  attracted  my  notice;  your 
close  attention  to  the  discipline  of  your  Regiment 
afforded  a  beneficial  example  to  officers  less  expe- 
rienced in  the  duties  of  their  offices.  The  alacrity 
with  which  you  executed  every  order:  The  propri- 
ety of  your  conduct  when  left  to  act  Independently, 
and  judge  for  your  self;  The  prudence  which  you 
exhibited  on  occasions  when  the  line  of  conduct  to 
be  held  was  delicate  and  important,  evinsed  a 
clearness  of  judgment,  and  a  mind  capable  of  re- 
source, and  created  a  confidence  of  which  I  never 
had  occasion  to  Repent.  Upon  the  whole.  Sir,  I 
esteem  you  a  valuable  Officer  and  a  faithfull  ser- 
vent  of  the  Public,  and  should  have  been  rejoiced 
to  have  learnt  your  merit  rewarded  in  a  promotion 
to  that  military  Rank  which  you  claim  as  your 
due. 

"■Delicacy  would  have  prevented  my  saying 
thus  much  in  a  Letter  to  you,  but  to  have  said  less, 
when  I  intend  you  should  exhibit  this  to  any  per- 
son or  persons  whom  you  conceive  may  wish  to  be 


advised  of  the  opinion  I  entertain  of  you  as  an 
Officer  and  a  citizen,  would  have  been  injurious 
to  truth. 

"Wishing  you  a  speedy  and  an  Honorable  extri- 
cation from  the  embarrassments  which  distress  you, 

"  I  am,  Sir, 

"  \'ery  sincerel}', 

"  Your  obedient 
"  Humble  servant, 
"  P.  Schuyler.  " 

Colonel  Van  Schaick  was  afterwards  a  general  in 
the  regular  service,  and  held  that  rank  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  left  a  quantity  of  papers  and 
letters,  private  and  official,  a  large  portion  of  w'hich 
were  lost  or  destroyed  after  his  death  by  accident, 
as  is  supposed.  Those  that  were  fortunately  pre- 
servetl.  consisted  of  letters  from  the  Clintons,  a 
large  number  of  autographs  from  General  \\'ash- 
ington.  of  the  most  confidential  and  flattering  char- 
acter, showing  that  he  held  him  in  high  estimation 
as  a  man  of  sound  judgment  as  well  as  a  gallant 
soldier,  and  others  from  officers  under  whom  he 
served  when  in  the  provincial  service,  such  as  Sir 
Jeffrey  Amherst,  which  are  a  beautiful  specimen  of 
chirography,  and  to  whom  he  owed  his  first  com- 
mission in  the  British  army.  Among  them  is  a 
characteristic  letter  from  General  Montgomery  con- 
taining the  most  humane  and  generous  sentiments, 
and  quite  a  number  of  commissions  with  ponder- 
ous seals,  with  the  autograph  of  (ieorge  III,  and 
communications  from  Generals  Gates.  Schuyler, 
Clinton  and  others.  What  remain  of  this  once 
valuable  collection  are  carefully  preserved  by  his 
grandson,  Henry  Van  Schaick,  and  other  descend- 
ants. 

General  Van  Schaick  had  five  sons  and  a  daugh- 
ter. Some  of  the  former  were  well  known  in  bus- 
iness circles  in  Albany  and  New  York,  and  all- 
until  their  death,  moved  in  the  most  distinguished 
society  of  the  Empire  State.  One  of  these,  Tobias 
Van  Schaick,  was  born  in  Albany,  December  9, 
1779,  and  married  jane  Staats,  daughter  of  the  old 
Alban\- merchant,  Henr}- Staats,  November  2,  iSii. 
This  lady  was  born  May  16,  17S3,  and  died  .^pril 
23,  1823.  She  bore  Mr.  Van  Schaick  several 
children,  all  of  whom  died  in  infancy  except  the 
Mis:es  Ann  and  Jane  Van  Schaick,  the  former  of 
whom  died  June  22,  1S61.  Early  in  life  Mr.  ^'an 
Schaick  was  a  merchant,  and  carried  on  an  exten- 
sive trade  at  447  and  449  Broadway,  fiom  which 
he  retired  while  yet  a  comparatively  young  man  to 
assume  the  care  of  the  Van  Schaick  estate  in  Al- 
bany, which  had  been  umler  the  management  ol 
his  mother  for  some  time  preceding  iier  death. 
Following  this  retirement,  he  never  afterward 
engaged  in  active  business;  but  he  took  a  deep 
interest  in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  Albany, 
and  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs.  Politicall}' he 
was  a  Whig,  but  his  tastes  were  such  that  he  never 
permitted  himself  to  become  actively  involved  in 
politics.  He  attended  and  was  a  most  liberal  sup- 
porter of  the  North  Reformed  Dutch  Church.  He 
was  a  quiet,  unostentatious  man,  going  little 
abroad,  and  enjoying  the  comforts  of  his  home. 
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Disliking  all  vain-glorious  pomp  and  show,  he  lived 
simply  for  one  of  his  means  and  position,  always 
finding  most  pleasure  at  his  own  heartiistone  and 
in  the  society  of  those  lie  loved,  though  mingling 
socially  with  the  most  prominent  families  of  Al- 
bany, and  was  always  a  welcome  guest  wherever  he 
went. 

He  was  a  man  who  talked  little,  especially 
about  himself,  and  because  of  that  reserve  mucl) 
that  might  interest  the  readers  of  this  work  has 
been  lost,  for  reminiscences  of  such  a  man,  could 
they  be  procured,  would  be  a  valuable  contribution 
to  any  history  of  Albany.  He  died  April  21,  1868, 
agetl  88  years  4  months  and  1 1  days. 

THE  MHJTIA  OF  1775-76. 

Albany  County,  as  it  e.xisted  at  the  time  of  the 
Revolution,  first  organized  Seventeen  Regiments 
of  Militia,  under  the  law  of  1775.  We  give  the 
ofiicers  of  such  as  belonged  wholly,  or  in  part,  to 
the  present  Albany  County.  They  were  numbered 
and  officered,  as  found  in  the  Historical  Records 
of  the  State,  as  follows  : 

First  Regi.ment,  City  of  Alb.\xy. 

Jacob  Lansing,  Jr.,  Colonel;  Dirck  Ten  Broeck, 
Lieutenant- Colonel;  Henry  Wendell,  First  Major; 
Abraham  Cuyler,  Second  ]\Iajor;  Volckert  A. 
Douw,  Adjutant;  Ephraim  Y^n  Veghten,  (Quarter- 
master. 

/■)'/s/  0/w/>.7;n'.— John  Barclay.  Captain  ;  John 
Price,  First  Lieutenant:  Abraham  L  Yates,  Second 
Lieutenant;  John  Scott,  Ensign. 

Sfioiul  Onnpaiiy. — Thomas  Bariett,  Captain  ; 
Matthew  Vischer,  First  Lieutenant;  Abraham 
Eights,  Second  Lieutenant;  John  Hoagkirk,  En- 
sign. 

Third  Company. — John  Williams,  Captain;  Flenry 
Staats,  Y\x%\.  Lieutenant;  Barent  Van  Allen.  Second 
Lieutenant;  Flenry  Hogan,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Compauy.--]o\\r\  M.  Beeckman,  Captain: 
Isaac  De  Freest,  First  Lieutenant;  Abraham  Ten 
Eyck,  Second  Lieutenant;  'J  eunis'L.  ^'an  Veghten, 
F.nsign. 

/•'/■////  Company. — Harmanus  Wendell.  Captain; 
William  Flun,  Y\x<x  Lieutenant;  Jacob  G.  Lansing, 
Second  Lieutenant;  Cornelius  Wendell,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Company. — John  X.  Bleecker,  Captain: 
John  James  Beeckman,  First  Lieutenant;  Casparus 
Pruyn,  Second  Lieutenant;  Nicholas  .Marselis,  En- 
sign. 

TiirRD  Ri-GT.  First  RENssf  laerwyck  Battmion. 

Abraham  Ten  Broeck.  Colonel;  Francis  Nicoll. 
Lieutenant-Colonel;  Henry  (Q"'ickcnlni-li.  First 
Major;  Barent  Staats,  Second  ^Lrji.r:  fuhn  P. 
Quackenbush,  Adjutant:  Christopher  Lansing, 
Quartermaster. 

First  Company. — Henry  Quackenbush,  Captain; 
Jacob  J.  Lansing,  First  Lieutenant;  Levinus  Winne, 
Second  Lieutenant:  John  ^"an  Woert,  Ensiirn. 
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j  Second  Company. — Abraham  D.  F'onda,  Captain- 
Henry  Oothoudt,  Jr.,  First  Lieutenant:  Levinus  T. 
Lansing,  Second  Lieutenant:  Jacob  J.  Lansing. 
Ensign. 

!  Third  Company. — Peter  Schuyler,  Captain;  Ab- 
raham Wiibeck,  First  Lieutenant;  Henry  Ostroui, 
Second  Lieutenant;  Peter  S.  Schuvler,  Ensign. 

funirth  CoNipany. — Barent  Staats,  Captain;  Dirck 
Becker,  First  Lieutenant:  John  Van  \\'ie.  Second 
Lieutenant;  George  Hogan,  Ensign. 

/■"i/th  Company. — Gerrit  G.  Van  der  Bergh,  Cap- 
j  tain;  Peter  Van  Wie,  First  Lieucenant;  Wouter 
j  Becker,  Second  Lieutenant;  .Abraham  Slingerlantl, 
j  Ensign. 

i  Third  Regiment — New  Org.wiz.vtiox. 

First  Company. — (See  Third  Company,  First  Or- 
ganization. ) 

!  Second  Company. — Abraham  D.  Fonda.  Captain; 
I  Henry  Oothoudt,  Jr.,  First  Lieutenant;  Levinus  T. 

Lansing,  Second  Lieutenant;  Jacob  J.  Lansing, 
I  Ensign. 

i      Third  Company  (at  first  5th  Coinpanv,  4th  Regi- 
j  ment). — Jacob  Ball,  Captain;  John  Warner,  First 
'  Lieutenant;  Peter  Dietz,  Second  Lieutenant:  Joshua 
Shaw,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company. — Jacob  J.  Lansine,  Captain: 
Le  vinus  Winne.  Pirst  Lieutenant:  fohn  ^'an  \Vcert. 
Second  Lieutenant;  Peter  Do.x,  Ensign. 

i      T'i/th  Company  (at  first  organized  as  4th  Com- 
'  pany,  4th  Regiment). — Jacob  Van  Aernam,  Cap- 
tain;    John    Groot,     First  Lieutenant;  George 
Wagoner,    Second  Lieutenant;    Frederick  Crantz 
(Crounse .'),  Flnsign. 

Sixth  Company. — Abraham  Vceder,  Captain; 
James  Burnside,  First  Lieutenant;  John  Voorhuvse 
(Voorhees .-),  Second  Lieutenant;  Andries  Ten 
Eyck,  F'nsign. 

I        -  FOLRIH  ReGIMKNT. 

Sec(in</  Rensse/aeruyrk  Battalion. — Killian  Van 
Rensselaer,  Colonel;  John  H.  Beeckman,  Lieu- 
tenant-Co'onel;  Cornelius  Van  Buren,  First  ;\Lajor: 
Jacob  C.  Schermerhorn,  Second  Major;  Jacobus 
VanderPoel,  Adjutant;  John  A.  Lansing,  Quarter- 
master. 

Fint  Company  (ist  Compan}',  5th  Regiment, 
New  Oiganizalion). — Conrad  Ten  Eyck.  Captain; 
Peter  Witbeck,  First  Lieutenant;  A'lhert  H.  Van 
der  Zee.  Second  Lieutenant;  John  L.  Wiibeck. 
Ensign. 

Second  Company  (2d  Company.  5th  Rci,dment. 
New  Organization). — William  P.  ^Vmne,  Captain; 
John  Dc  Voe,  First  Lieutenant;  Philiji  C.  Look 
(Luke.-),  .Second  Lieutenant:  Cornelius  \'aii  der 
Zee,  Ensign. 

7'hird  Company. — Volckert  \'ceder.  Captain; 
Abraham  Vceder.  First  Lieutenant:  Jacob  La 
Grange, Second  Lieutenant;  .Vndrcw  Trua.v,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company.  (See  3th  Company,  3d  Regi- 
ment, New  Organization.) — Jacob  \'a'n  Aernam. 
Captain;    John  Groot,   First  Lieutenant;  George 
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Wagoner,  Second  Lieutenant;  Frederick  Crantz 
(Crounse  ?),  Ensign. 

Fifth  Cumpa)iy.- — (See  3d  Company,  3d  Regi- 
ment.) 

Fourth  Rkgiment. 

(As  Newly  Organized,  February,  1776.) 

First  Coiiipdiiv. — Isaac  Miller,  Captain;  Hen- 
drick  Schaus,  First  Lieutenant;  Johannes  Lode- 
wick,  Second  Lieutenant;  Johannes  Miller,  En- 
sign. 

Second  Company. — Ichabod  Turner,  Captain; 
Joel  Pease,  First  I.ieutenant;  Jonathan  Niles,  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant;  Joel  Curtis,  Ensign. 

Third  Company. — Luke  Schermerhorn,  Captain; 
James  Magee,  First  Lieutenant:  Reuben  Knap, 
Second  Lieutenant:  Aaron  Hammond,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company. — James  Dennison,  Captain: 
Stephen  Niles,  First  Lieutenant:  Obadiah  Vaughan, 
Second  Lieutenant;  01i\er  Bentley,  Ensign. 

Fi/th  Company. — Nicholas  Staats,  Captain;  Oba- 
diah Lansing,  First  Lieutenant;  Philip  Staats, 
Second  Lieutenant;  Leonard  Wilcox,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Company. — Jacobus  Cole  (Koole )  Captain ; 
Anthony  Bries  (Brice  .^)  First  Lieutenant:  Harpent 
Witbeck,  Second  Lieutenant;  [ohn  Van  Hagen. 
Jr.,  Ensign. 

Sirenth  Company. — Abraham  ].  \'an  Valken- 
burgh.  Captain:  Daniel  Schermerhorn,  First  Lieu- 
tenant; John  J.  Van  Valkenburgh,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant; Martin  Van  Buren,  Ensign, 

Fifth  Regiment. 

Third  Renssclacr-ivyck  Battalimi. — Stephen  ."--cliuy- 
ler,  Colonel;  Gerrit  G.  Van  der  Bergh,  Lieu- 
tenant; Peter  P.  Schuyler.  First  IMajor;  Volckert 
Veeder,  Second  jMajor;  Maas  Van  Vranken,  Adju- 
tant; Francis  Marshall,  (Quartermaster. 

First  Conpany. — Cornelius  Van  Buren,  Captain; 
Nicholas  Staats,  First  Lieutenant;  Obadiah  Lans- 
ing, Second  Lieutenant;  Philip  Staats,  Ensign. 

Second  Company. — John  H.  Beeckman,  Cap- 
tain; Jacob  C.  Schermerhorn,  First  Lieutenant; 
Abraham  L  Van  Valkenburgh,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant; Jacobus  Vanderpoel,  Ensign. 

Third  Company. — Valckert  Van  \'eghten,  Cap- 
tain; Gerrit  T.  \'an  den  Bergh,  First  Lieutenant; 
John  Amory,  Second  Lieutenant;  Jacob  \'an 
Schaick,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company. — (See  1st  Company,  4  th 
Regiment.) 

Fi/Jh  Compaiy. — Philip  De  Freest.  Captain;  Ry- 
neer  Van  Alstyne,  First  Lieutenant:  Peter  Sharp. 
Second  Lieutenant;  David  De  Forest,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Company  ( 1st  Company  of  6th  Regiment, 
new  organization).  —  John  J.  Fonda,  Captain; 
John  P.  Fonda,  First  Lieutenant;  George  Borger. 
Second  Lieutenant;  George  Sharp,  Ensii^n. 

Sixth  Regiment. 

Fourth  Rcnssehiemyck  Battalion. — Stephen  J. 
Schu\ler,  Colonel;    Henry    K.  \'an  Rensselaer, 


Lieutenant-Colonel;  Philip  De  Freest,  First  Major; 

John  Fonda,  Second  Major;  Volckert  Ootiioudt, 
j  Adjutant;  lacob  Van  Alstyne,  Quartermaster. 
!  First  Company. — Henry  H.  Gardinier,  Captain; 
I  Jacob  Van  der  Heyden,  First  Lieutenant:  Adam 
j  Beam,  Second  Lieutenant;  Henry  Tinker,  Ensign, 
j  Second -Company. — Cornelius  Lansing.  Captain; 
[  Lodewyck  Snider,  First  Lieutenant;  Andries  Stool, 
I  Second  Lieutenant;  Jacob  Weiger,  Ensign. 

Tliird  Company. — (See  3d  Cc)mpany.  4th  Regi- 
ment. ) 

i  Fourth  Compa>iy. — (See  2d  Company  this  Regi- 
I  ment  and  4th  Regiment.) 

■  Fifth  Company. — Caleb  Bentley,  Captain;  Samuel 
j  Shaw,  First  Lieutenant;  David  Hustes,  .'^econd 
!  Lieutenant;  Thomas  Crandall,  Ensign. 

.V/\//)  Company. — (See  4th  Compan}-,  4th  Regi- 
'  ment.) 

Sixth  Regiment. — (New  organization. ) 

i  First  Company. — (See  6th  Company,  5  th  Regi- 
;  ment. ) 

'  Second  Company.— {^tQ  ist  Company,  6th  Regi- 
!  ment;  first  organization  ) 

Tliird  Company. — -john  Lautman,  Captain;  Peter 
Vosburgh,  thirst  Lieutenant;  John  .Schurtz,  Second 
I  Lieutenant;  Conradt  Best,  Ensign. 

Fourth   Company. — (See  2d  Compan\',  first  or- 
{  ganization,  5th  Regiment,  and  ist  Company  in  6th 
Regiment,  first  organization.  ) 

Fifth  Company. — (See  first  organization  in  (>th 
Regiment. ) 

;  Sixth  Company. — Jacob  De  Freest,  Captain; 
I  ^Martinus  Sharp,  First  Lieutenant;  Andries  Miller, 
I  Second  Lieutenant;  John  Crannell,  Ensign. 

!  SiTcnth    Company. — Floru.s    Banker.  Captain; 

I  Christopher  Tillman,   First  Lieutenant;  .Abraham 

j  Ten  Eyck,  Second  Lieutenant:  Jonathan  Sever, 

t  Ensign. 

I  Among  these  ollicers  were  men  who  did  valiant 

!  service  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and  acquired 

i  promotion.     A  few  left  the  patriot  cause  and  pre- 

i  ferred  to  remain  subjects  of  Great  Britain.  We 

'  are  sorry  mA  to  be  able  to  give  the  names  of  many 

j  who  did.  no  doubt,  faithful  service  in  the  ranks. 

I  Concerning  many  such  even  tradition  is  dumb, 

though  doubtless  their  services  were  appreciated 

and  probabi}'  rewarded. 


The  distribution  of  the  regiments  as  first  formed, 
in  1775  and  1776,  was  as  follows  : 
I       First,  City  of  Albany;  Second,  Schenectady  Dis- 
j   trict;  Third.  Fourth,  Fifth,  Sixth,  Rensselaerwyck ; 
I   Second,   Schenectady  District  ;  Seventh.  Kinder- 
hoc>k  District;  Eighth  and  Ninth,  Claverack;  Tenth 
Livingston  ^Lanor;  Ele\enth,  Coxsackie  and  Groot 
:   Imtrocht;  Twelfth,  Half  ?*Ioon  and  Ballston  Dis- 
trict; Thirteenth.   Saratoga  District;  Fourteenth, 
I   Hoosic  and  Schaghticoke:  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth, 
!   Schoharie  and  Duanesburgh;   Seventeeth,  Kings 
District  (now  Columbia  County). 
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THE  MAYOR  AND  CO:\I>[()X  (  OUXCIL. 

At  the  bet^iimiiig  of  the  (HsUirl>aiKe>  that  led  to 
the  separation  of  the  American  colonics  from  (ireai 
liritain,  tlie  County  and  City  of  Albany  were  far 
from  being  in  sympatiiy  with  the  patriiitic  cause. 
The  Mayor  and  a  majority  of  the  Common  Council 
were  loyal  friends  of  the  English  crown. 

The  skirmishes  at  Lexington  and  Concord,  the 
menaces  against  Massachusetts — particularly  against 
Boston — and  the  arrival  of  British  troops  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  crushing  out  the  incipient  re- 
bellion, awakened  and  intensified  the  spirit  of  re- 
sistance even  in  colonies  comparatively  passive 
before.  ]Most  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Albany 
soon  took  a  decided  stand  with  the  patriot.s  in  the 
Atlantic  cities.  The  course  pursued  will  best  be 
made  to  ap[)ear  by  extracts  from  their  proceedings. 
We  first  give  what  was  said  and  done  by  the  Cit}- 
Government  of  Albany. 

The  position  of  the  ^fayor  and  Common  Coun- 
cil in  regard  to  the  approaching  struggle  of  the 
colonies  with  England,  is  seen  in  the  following 
resolution,  adopted  July  18,  1772. 

"Resolved  Jiy  this  Board,  That  his  Excellency, 
William  Tryon,  ( Jovernor  General  of  the  Pro\  ince 
of  New  York,  be  presented  with  the  Ireedom  of 
this  City  in  a  golden  box:  also 

"Resolved,  That  this  Board  do  address  his  Plxcel- 
lency  on  his  arrival  to  this  City. " 

Governor  Tryon  was  one  of  the  most  aggressive 
enemies  to  the  rights  of  the  colonists,  and  had  many 
friends  in  Albany  at  this  time.  It  does  not  appear 
that  his  Excellency  made  the  intended  visit.  Mat- 
ters in  the  City  of  New  York,  at  that  time,  between 
the  patriotic  colonists  and  his  Excellency,  were 
getting  too  warm  to  allow  him  to  make  this  visit. 

The  election  for  Members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, held  in  the  city  in  September,  1773,  was  one 
of  the  most  exciting  that  had  ever  taken  place. 
The  difficulties  with  the  mother  country  entered 
largely  into  it,  the  patriots  supporting  one  set  of 
candidates,  and  the  loyal  subjects  of  Cjreat  Britain 
another. 

Thomas  Hun  and  John  Ten  Broeck,  loyal  can- 
didates for  Aldermen  in  the  Third  Ward,  were 
elected  ;  but  their  election  was  contested,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  gained  by  illegal  votes.  After 
a  long  and  bitter  contest  before  the  board,  it  was 
decided  that  they  were  legally  elected,  and  they 
took  their  seats. 

The  rupture  between  England  and  her  colonies 
was,  at  the  opening  of  1775,  rapidly  approaching  a 
crisis.  The  last  charter-election  for  the  choice  of 
Aldermen  and  Assistant  Aldermen  under  colonial 
laws,  took  place  September  29.  1775.  ^  Alder- 
men chosen  were  as  follows; 

First  Ward. — Aldermen:  Peter  W.  Yates,  Gerrit 
Van  Sante.  Assistants:  Jacob  Ro.seboom,  Aries  Ea 
Grange. 

Second  Ward. — Aldermen:  Gu_\sbeit  G.  Marsel- 
is,  John  J.  Beeckman.  Assistants:  Cornelius  \'an 
Sclielluyne,  Jcremiaii  \'an  Rensselaer. 


77iird  [r,?/v/.— Aldermen:  Thomas  Hun,  John 
Ten  Broeck.  Assistants:  Abraham  Schuy  ler,  Abra- 
ham Ten  Eyck. 

Abraham  C.  Cuyler  was  still  Mayor. 

The  last  meeting  of  ihis  board  unclerthe  provin- 
cial government,  the  Mayor  and  all  the  members 
being  present,  look  place  at  the  City  Hall  in  Albany 
i>n  March  25,  1 776. 

After  this  meeting,  the  provincial  government 
and  the  British  laws  were  superseded  for  a  lime  by 
the  Continental  Congress  and  the  various  State 
go\ei  nmcnts. 

There  was  no  meeting  of  the  Common  Council 
in  the  Citv  of  Albany  from  March  25,  1776,  until 
April  17,  177S. 

John  Barclay  was  appointed  Mayor  by  Governor 
George  Clinton,  September  27.  1777. 

The  Aldermen  were  john  Roorbach,  John  Price, 
jacob  Lansing,  jr.,  Abraham  Cuyler,  John  M. 
Beeckman,  Harmanus  \\'endell.  Assistant  Alder- 
men: Abraham  L  Yates,  ?»Iatthew  Visscher,  Isaac 
D.  Fonda,  |acob  Bleecker,  Cornelius  Swits,  Abra- 
ham Schuyler. 

INIatthew  Visscher,  Esq.,  was  appointed  Town 
Clerk,  Clerk  of  the  Mayor's  Court  of  the  City,  and 
Clerk  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
the  City  and  County,  and  Clerk  of  the  Peace  and  of 
the  Court  of  .'sessions  of  the  Peace  of  the  said  City 
and  County.  Thomas  Seger  was  appointed  Mar- 
shal, and  Henry  Bleecker,  Chamberlain. 

'I'he  change  from  the  Provincial  to  the  State  ia\\  s 
did  not  take  place,  however,  without  much  diffi- 
culty; and  much  doubt  concerning  the  Corporation 
of  the  City,  to  remove  which,  the  State  Legislature 
passed  several  acts. 

On  tiie  17th  of  February,  177S,  the  Legi=la[are  passed  an 
Act  to  remove  doubts  concerning  tlie  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  Albany,  as  follows: 

JV/i^rc-as,  The  inhabitants  did  not  at  the  proper  period, 
owing  to  the  confusion  the  times  occasioned  by  the  Calami- 
ties of  War,  elect  their  aldermen  in  strict  conformity  « ith  the 
charter,  nor  appoint  their  officers:  and  on  account  of  tiie 
establishment  ot  Independency,  and  tlie  chant;e  of  govern- 
ment in  this  State  in  eon>equence  thereof,  the  members  of 
the  said  corporation  could  not  take  tlie  usual  oaths,  by  rea- 
son wher'jof  doubts  nii'^ht  arise,  as  well  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  estates,  riglits,  etc.,  of  the  inhabitants,  a-  concerning  the 
validity  of  the  election  antl  the  authority  of  the  magistrate?; 
for  the  removal  t  hereof,  and  to  the  end  that  all  and  singu- 
lar the  said  estates,  etc.,  may  remain  as  good,  valid  and 
unimpcached  in  the  law  as  tlie  same  were,  at,  and  immedi- 
ately before  the  19th  day  of  April.  1775:  and  that  the  said 
magustrates  and  other  members  mav  exercise  their  several 
ortices  and  functions  without  any  legal  or  other  let,  hin- 
drance or  impediment  whatsoever:  the  Charter  and  all 
the  rights  of  the  Corporation,  w  hich  they  held  on  the  191!) 
day  of  April,  1775.  were  confirmed,  notwithstanding  non- 
user  or  misuser  between  the  loth  of  April,  1775,  and  tl:e 
first  of -March,  177S;  and  all  the  magistrates  and  members 
of  the  f-  orporation  were  declared  able  to  exercise  their  sev- 
eral offices,  and  to  appoint  such  officers  as  ought  to  have 
been  appointed  on  the  anniversary  day  prescribed  in  ihc 
Charter,  notwithstanding  the  want  of  contormity  in  the  elec- 
tions or  appointments. 

By  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  177S,  the  Mayor 
and  oiher  officers  were  required  to  meet  at  the  City 
Hall,  or  some  other  convenient  place  in  the  city,  to 
Cjualily,  by  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  prescribed 
by  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  their  respecti\e  oaths 


-ill  .'<  1  ■ 


i'  ]     ■:■  ■    ;'-.\    .  ..  ;u  i  i  C 

■  ■■-^  '  :-ru.',,.-\  -V.-D/1  '1'.' 

■  '.  ■  '  -Ci^ir.  .X'jd  r?.;]^..  „  (J  tjiU 

,  •       .'     -  M  , 

,  ,  ,  ,^        -  -  -,  -  ^  -  •       .    ■  \  ■        .■      /    ,■■  ■  .■.>r-:./'.  , 

■    /-    •     ,' I        [;     nr.  :  •pilsi 

-  .   -■    ■'.  -    '.■     ■  ..  ■  '  ■    .'V  L       .  >':r.i^v'-:   jbovv -^'i  -n; 

-■  ■  '.  .  .  -  ;  r-.  -i:;:  o:  jrm.-;'.'/"  oo: 

■  .  .  -■•  .";:n.:::;j; ']•■:  .       viiv  3ih  b!-fi 

■■  ■  ■  ..  .  p,.    . -^iyir,;,;..,  •,.;^,ir:,q-;:^?  ,11  .J^nf  vhrnsi 

,.  '^y  '       •  ■  '  .■■:-"'^";;!.<;- 

-(i^i'j .si;;:-' •iiyfll  yooi 


.       ■.    ;  ....       .   ■  '    .   ■  1        ^       ■  t  2  -  ;  ■  I      ^     /  'I'M 


404 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUXTV  OF  ALBAXi'. 


of  ofiice  prescribed  by  the  Cily  Charter.  Accord- 
ingly, the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  and  otiicr  city  ot- 
licers,  did  meet  at  tlie  City  Hall  on  the  17th  of 
April,  1778,  and  took  tlie  oaths  required,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  business. 

During  the  two  years  from  March.  1776,  to 
April,  1778,  the  Conamittee  of  Safety  appointed  by 
the  first  Legislature  of  the  State,  tlischarged  the 
duties  of  Mayor  and  Common  Council. 

By  the  Acts  of  Legislature,  the  original  Colonial 
Charter  of  the  City,  granted  in  1686,  with  a  few 
amendments  made  by  the  Provincial  (iovernment, 
was  adopted,  except  in  so  far  as  it  contlicted  with 
the  new  State  Government. 

In  April,  1778,  the  seat  of  government  of  the 
State  was  temporarily  at  Poughkeepsie,  no  perma- 
nent place  having  yet  been  assigned.  The  War  of 
the  Revolution  was  then  raging,  and  Albany  was 
constantly  threatened  from  the  incursions  of  the 
enem}-.  The  city  was  filled  with  continental  troops, 
who  were  at  times  riotous  and  disorderly  The 
duties  of  the  city  government  were  difficult  and 
responsible;  but  managed  under  Mavor  IJarclay 
with  wisdom  and  firmness. 

On  the  evening  of  ]\ray  5,  1778,  the  troops  sta- 
tioned in  the  city  created  great  .terror  and  confusion 
among  the  citizens,  compelling  them  to  put  candles 
before  their  windows.  The  next  day  the  ?*Iayor 
and  Common  Council  took  the  matter  in  hand, 
and  reported  it  to  General  Conway,  then  in  com- 
mand, who  published  a  military  order  preventing 
a  recurrence  of  such  disorder. 

In  this  same  month  the  citizens  of  Alban\  were 
greatly  excited  and  alarmed  by  an  order  removing 
a  large  part  of  the  troops,  leaving  the  city  nearl\-  un- 
protected from  rioters  and  law-breakers.  There 
were  ten  prisoners  under  sentence  of  death  in  the 
city,  and  threatened  rescues  of  them  were  made: 
svhereupon  Mayor  Barclay  and  the  Common 
Council  wrote  General  Stark,  to  whose  command 
the  troops  were  to  be  removed,  remonstrating 
against  their  removal. 

This  letter  shows  the  situation  in  which  Albany 
was  placed  by  reason  of  the  war.    It  says: 

The  Common  Council  would  be;j  leave  to  observe,  that 
the  niany  robberies,  murders  and  otlier  dreadful  crimes  com- 
mitted on  the  inhabitants  of  this  City  and  County  by  de- 
serters and  prisoners  from  Burgoyne's  Army,  and  by  the 
disaffected  of  our  own  Country,  who  are  drove  to  despera- 
tion, and  some  of  them  almost  to  starvation,  renders  it  in- 
dispensably necessary  to  have  a  lart;e  body  of  regular  troops 
to  keep  the  villains  in  subjection,  or  go  in  quest  of  them; 
for,  unless  the  militia  can  remain  at  home  this  year,  and 
properly  manage  their  summer  crop<,  little  or  no  support  of 
flour  and  other  things  can  the  Continent  derive  from  these 
parts.  Last  year,  more  than  one-half  of  the  crops  were  de- 
stroyed by  the  Army-marauders,  and  not  more  than  half  the 
usual  ([uantity  sold.  If  the  British  prisoners  could  be  moved 
to  another  place,  it  would  break  up  the  alarming  connection 
kept  up  between  them  and  the  Tories  and  the  negroes. 

About  this  time  the  British  prisoners,  the  Tories 
and  negroes,  formed  a  plot  by  which  they  were 
to  rise,  murder  the  guards,  rob  and  burn  the  citv. 
It  was  fortunately  discovered  in  lime  t(j  prevent  it. 
Seven  of  the  leaders  were  seized  and  e.xecuted 
on  Gallows  Hill. 

On  May  30,  1778,  a  regiment  of  militia  and 


a  body  of  continental  troops  stationed  at  Coble- 
skill  were  attacked  by  the  Tories  and  savages. 
They  were  cut  to  pieces  and  Cobleskill  burned. 
The  enemy  threatened  to  attack  and  burn  Albany: 
but  the  British  prisoners  were  removed  to  Pough 
keepsie  and  reinforcements  arrived  by  which  order 
was  maintained. 

In  the  autumn  of  177S,  the  Common  Council 

'  and  the  citizens  of  Albany  were  greatly  agitated  by 
a  report  that  the  Commander  of  the  American 
Forces  for  die  Xorthern  Department  hatl  made  an 
order  directing  that  over  2,000  continental  troops 

i  were  to  be  billetetl  on  the  inhabitants  for  the  en- 

!  suing  winter. 

I      On  the  1 2th  of  September,  the  Mayor  and  Com- 
i  mon  Council  united  in  a  letter  to  Governor  Clinton. 
!  praying  him  to  unite  wiUi  them  in  a  protest  against 
.  this  oppression,  in  which  they  set  forth  the  hard- 
,  ships,  sufferings  and  privations,  the  cruellies  and 
insults  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  had  en- 
dured during  the  war;  stating  that  they  had,  for 
nearly  three  years  past,  undergone  innumerable 
j  inconveniences  attending  the  operations  of  the  war. 
j  That  they  were  among  the  first  who  stepped  forth 
j  in  the  cause  of  their  country,  and  had  submitted  to 
!  every  privation  possible;  that  in  their  contest  with 
I  the  Tories,  more  bitter  than  those  with  the  savages, 
j  and  their  other  public  services  to  their  countrv,  the\- 
I  had  so  wasted  their  substance  that  many  of  them, 
I  are  now  reduced  to  the  most  necessitous  circum- 
'  stances.  That  the  fences  surrounding  their  grounds 
I  had  been  used  for  fuel  by  the  continental  troops, 
throwing  their  lands  into  commons,  thus  exposing 
:  their  crops  to  destruction,  while  tiie  great  drought 
of  that  summer  greatly  diminished  the  necessaries 
■  of  lije  among  the  citizens.     J  hat  there  is  also  a 
greater  scarcity  of  fire-wood  than  was  ever  known 
,  in  the  city,  owing  to  the  consumption  there  bv  the 
'  troops  that  were  last  winter  billeted  on  the  inhab- 
:  itants.   To  those  who  supplied  them  therewith,  no 
j  recompense  has  been  made.    They  further  say, 
I   "  that  however  willing  we  have  been,  and  still  are,  to 
risk  our  all  in  supporting  the  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence of  our  blessed  country,  we  ieel  compelled 
j  to  ask  that  in  the  distribution  of  the  troops  for 
I  winter  cjuarters,  due  respect  may  be  had  for  the 
i  former  distresses  and  present  sutterini^s  of  the  in- 
I  habitants  of  Albany  and  its  suburbs:  and  that,  at 
any  rate,  no  more  troops  may  be  allotted  to  us 
than  the  barracks  and  hospital  may  cuntain:  that 
the  strictest  orders  may  be  issued  regarding  steai- 
;  ing,  pilfering,  and  insulting  the  inhabitants;  antl 
'.  that  the  officers  be  enjoined  in  punishing  the 
refractory  and  disobedient.'" 

This  letter,  signed  by  the  Mayor,  John  Barclay, 
the  Common  Council  and  other  city  ofticers,  is  of 
itself  a  touching  history  of  the  sufi'erings  of  Albanv 
in  the  cause  of  freedom.  It  was  listened  to  with 
\  consideration  and  respect  by  the  commander  of 
the  troops,  and  had  the  desired  efiect. 

The  troops  stationed  at  Albany,  and  the  war, 
continued  to  distress  the  citizens,  increasing  the 
dilTiculties .  and  responsibilities  of  the  Common 
Council.  In  September,  1781,  the  alarming  news 
reaching  the  city  that  the  British  were  about  to 
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march  on  it  and  destroy  it  by  fire.  The  prompt 
measures  adopted  by  the  Common  Council  to  pro- 
tect the  city,  exhibit  their  patriotism,  ability,  and 
bravery.  But  the  enemy  were  not  permiited  t<i 
reach  the  cit}'. 

It  wa.s  during  (Icncral  Join)  Stark'.s  command  of 
tiie  Northern  l)ei)artment.  about  17S1,  having  his 
headquarters  at  Albany,  tliat  he  wrote  to  Governor 
Clinton:  "I  am  full}-  confident  that  Ceorge  HI,  of 
Great  Britain,  has  many  subjects  in  this  city  who 
would  willingly  lay  down  half,  even  the  whole,  uf 
their  estates  in  his  service,  and  trust  in  his  royal 
clemency  for  the  repayment  of  the  money  so  prof- 
itably laid  out."  Again  he  savs,  "'Albany  is  a  verv 
dangerous  place  to  put  men  into."  And  again. 
"1  have  no  hopes  of  any  assistance  from  Albany; 
it  is  not  their  inclination  to  light  away  from  their 
own  castle." 

On  June  2fci,  17S2,  General  \\'ashinglun  visited 
Albany,  and  was  received  by  an  address  of  con- 
gratulation by  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council, 
and  w  ith  every  possible  demonstration  of  respecc 
from  the  citizens.  He  was  presented  with  the 
freedom  of  the  city  in  a  gold  box,  antl  was  invited 
to  dine  with  the  board. 

His  arrival  was  announced  b}-  the  ringing  of 
bells  and  the  roar  of  artillery.  In  the  evening  the 
city  was  brilliantly  illuminated. 

The  surrender  of  Cornwallis  at  Vorktown  con- 
vinced the  English  Government  of  the  impossibility 
of  conquering  the  United  .States. 

November  3,  1782,  Articles  of  peace  between 
the  two  countries  were  signed  at  Paris.  On  April 
19,  1783,  a  formal  proclamation  of  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  was  made  tliroughout  the  army.  This 
treaty,  acknowledging  the  independence  of  the 
Cnited  States,  was  formally  signed  on  the  30th  of 
September  following.  Nowhere  were  these  events 
received  with  more  joy  than  at  Albany.  On  the 
18th  of  July,  17S3,  informadon  was  received  that 
General  Washington  and  Governor  Clinton  would 
visit  the  city  the  next  day.  Every  preparation  to 
receive  them  in  an  appropriate  manner  was  made 
by  the  citizens  and  Common  Council.  Their 
Excellencies  were  invited  to  a  public  dinner.  Al- 
derman Yates  and  Mr.  Visscher  were  appointed 
to  prepare  addresses  of  welcome,  and  everv  possible 
demonstration  of  respect  was  made. 

Washington  closed  his  reply  as  follows: 

WTiile  I  contemplate  with  inexpressible  pleasure  the 
future  tranquillity  and  glory  of  our  common  country,  I  can- 
not but  take  a  particular  interest  in  the  anticipation  of  the 
increase  in  prosperity  and  greatness  of  this  ancient  and 
respectable  City  of  Albany,  from  whose  citizens  I  have 
received  such  distinguished  tokens  of  their  approbation  and 
affection. 

Governor  Clinton  s  reply  was  as  follows: 
To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  of  the  City 
of  Albany:  I  receive  w  ith  the  highest  satisfaction  your  con- 
gratulations on  the  return  of  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  the 
hnal  establishment  of  our  independence.  It  gives  me  the 
most  sensible  pleasure  that  my  general  conduct  in  the  sta- 
tion in  which  my  country  has  been  plea-ed  to  continue  me, 
meets  with  your  approbation.  The  generous  sentiments 
which  you  e.xpress  m  my  favor  demand  my  warmest 
acknowledgments,  and  it  shall  be  my  first  wish  and  en- 
deavor to  answer  the  expectation  of  my  constituents  in  my 
future  administration. 


COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY  AND  CORRE- 
SPONDENCE. 

First  irr?/v/.— Jacob  C.  Ten  l-:yck.  H.tiry  1. 
Bogart,  Peter  Silvester,  Henry  Wendell.  \"olkeri 
V.  Douw,  john  ]5ay,  Gysbert  Marselis. 

Second  Wan/.  —  [ohn  R.  Bleecker,  Jacob  Lans- 
ing, jr.,  Jacob  Cuyler,  Henry  Bleeckur,  Robert 
"^'ates,  Stephen  De  Eanc}-.  Abraham  Cuylcr. 

'I'liiiil  Willi/. — John  H.  Ten  Evck,  .Vbrahatn 
'J'en  Broeck,  Gerrit  Lansingh,  Jr.,  Antlion\-  1".. 
Bradt,  Samuel  Stringer,  Abraham  "S'ates.  |r. , 
Cornells  Yan  Santvoordt. 

The  records  of  the  Committee  are  w  ell  preserved 
in  the  State  Library,  and  we  think  nothing  can 
better  exhibit  the  state  of  public  leeling  than  ex- 
tracts from  them.  We  here  see  the  triaN. 
the  needs,  the  vigilance,  the  firmness,  activ- 
itv.  energy  and  sacrifices  of  die  patriots  of  ihat  day. 
expressed  in  their  own  words  and  acts  as  no  hi.s- 
torian,  after  more  than  a  century  has  passed,  can 
express  them. 

The  Committee  was  appointed  under  the  gen- 
eral advice  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  Septem- 
ber, 1774,  held  in  Philadelphia.  We  give  names 
of  the  first  Albany  City  Committee  appointed  soon 
after  hearing  of  the  bloodshed  at  Lexington,  April 
uy,  1775.  The  whole  county  was  soon  divided 
into  districts,  and  the  Committee  enlarged  by  rep- 
resentation from  each  district.  We  confine  our 
extracts,  on  account  of  limited  space,  chiefly  to 
transactions  of  general  interest,  or  relating  to 
Albany  County  as  it  now  is. 

Changes  were  made  in  the  L'ommittee  by  new 
elections,  as  will  appear,  and  continued  by  filling 
vacancies,  because  some  of  its  members  jireferrcd  to 
be  neutral,  while  others  went  over  to  the  enemy. 
All  these  last  do  not  appear.  Those  who  re- 
m.ained,  and  worked  so  bravely  and  constantly,  de- 
serve a  place  beside  die  signers  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  To  those  who  are  intflligtiuiv 
familiar  with  the  history  of  those  days  no  further 
explanations  are  necessary. 

The  meetings  of  this  Committee  were  usually 
held  in  the  Old  Stadt  Huys,  used  as  City  Hall. 
County  House  and  Gaol,  and  afterward  as  State 
House  and  place  for  all  indoor  public  assemblies 
of  great  importance.  The  city  government  having 
been  suspended  from  March  25.  1776.  to  .-Vpril  17. 
1778,  all  affairs  of  the  city  and  county  were  trans- 
acted by  this  Committee,  with  the  advice  and  ap- 
proval of  the  State  Assembly. 

1775. — First  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence was  held  at  the  house  of  Richard 
Cartwright,  January  24,  1775. 

Officers  elected  were:  .\braham  Yates.  Jr.,  Chair- 
man; John  N.  Bleecker.  Clerk.  Committees  \vere 
appointed  to  draft  and  send  circular-letters  to  the 
Supervisors  of  the  several  districts,  urging  them  to 
call  meetings,  apjpoint  committees,  and  select  dele- 
gates to  co-operate  with  the  ccntial  committee. 

March  21. — Committee  met  and  adopted  the  fol- 
lowing, among  other  resolutions: 
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Resolved,  urianinioiisly,  that  Abraham  Vates.  ]r. , 
W'alter  Livingston,  Esq.,  Colonel  Schuyler,  Colonel 
Ten  Broeck  and  C"olonel  Peter  Livingston,  are  aj'- 
pointed  de})ntie.s  to  represent  the  City  and  County 
of  Albany,  at  the  intended   Provincial  Congress, 
to  be  hekl  at  tiie  City  of  Xew   York  the    20th  ; 
day  of  April  next,  for  the  purpu:>e  of  appointing  j 
delegates  to  represent  this  colon}  at  the  next  Con-  ' 
gress,  to  be  held  at  Ph;ladcli)hia  the  loth  day  of  j 
May  next.  , 

Resolved,  That  the  donations  for  the  poor  at  the 
Town  of  Boston  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
Jacob  C.  Ten  Eyck.  Jacob  Lansing  and  Henry 
Quackenbush,  and  that  they  buy  wheat  for  the 
money  and  send  the  same  in  proper  time.  ' 

MeetitTgs  of  the  Committee  were  hekl  on  the 
12th,  26th  and  29th  days  of  April,  at  which  letters 
from  Massachusetts  Committees  were  answered,  and  1 
more  letters  were  sent  to  the  different  districts  of  \ 
Albany  County,  earnestl\   requesting  prompt  ex-  | 
pressions  of  the  sense  of  the  people. 

The  date  of  the  following  appears  to  be  just  \ 

after  the  battle  of  Lexington  and  before  Bunker  | 

Hill — and  is  entered  in  the  book  of  records  of  the  ! 

Committee  of  Correspondence  and  Safety.  j 

"A  General  Association  agreed  to  and  subscribed  } 
by  the  ^Members  of  the  several  Committees  of  j 
the  City  and  County  of  Albany. 

"Persuaded  that  the  salvation  of  the  Rights  and 
liberties  of  America  depends,  under  God,  on  the 
firm  L'uion  of  its  Inhabitants  in  a  V'igorous  prose-  j 
cution  of  the  jNIeasures  necessary  for  its  .Safety:  and  | 
convinced  of  the  necessit}'  of  preventing  the  An-  ' 
archy  and  Confusion  which  attends  a  Dissolution  1 
of  the  Powers  of  Government,  We,  the  Freemen,  j 
Freeholders  and  Lihabitants  of  the  City  and  County  i 
of  Albany,  being  greatly  alarmed  at  the  avowed  De-  : 
sign  of  the  Ministry  to  raise  a  Revenue  in  America,  | 
and  shocked  by  the  bloody  scene  now  acting  in  the  i 
Massachusetts  Bay,  Do  in  the  most  Solemn  ]\[an-  I 
ner  resolve  never  to  become  Slaves;  and  do  associ-  i 
ate  under  all  the  Ties  of  Religion,  Honor  and  ! 
Love  to  our  Country,  to  adopt  and  endeavor  to  1 
carry  into  Execution  whatever  Measures  may  be 
recommended  by  the  Continental  Congress,  or  re- 
solved upon  by  our  Provincial  Convention  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  our  Constitution,  and  oppos- 
ing the  Execution  of  the  several  Arbitrary  and  op- 
pressive Acts  of  the  British  Parliament  until  a  Rec- 
onciliation between  Great  Britain  and  America  on 
Constitutional  Principles  (which  we  most  ardently 
desire)  can  be  obtained:  And  that  we  will  in  all  1 
things  follow  the  Advice  of  Our  General  Committee  ! 
respecting  the  purposes  aforesaid,  the  preservation  j 
of  Peace  and  good  Order,  and  the  safety  of  Individ-  i 
uals  and  private  Propertw  \ 

"John  Barclay.  Chairman;  Walter  Livingston, 
John  Bay,  James  Magee,  lyrans  Callans  (.-),  Isaac 
Van  Aernam,  (jysbert  Marseiis,  Philip  P.  Schuyler,  ; 
(ieorge  White,  John  McClung,  Gershrjin  Woixl- 
worth,  Bastyaen  T.  \'eschcr,  Florus  Baricker,  john  , 
Knickerbacker,  Junior,  Barent  \'anderpoel,  Will-  I 


iain  Van  Bergen,  John  Abbott,  Jacobus  \\'i!liam- 
son,  Samuel  \'an  Vechten.  Peter  Becker,  Ebenezer 
.-Mien.  SimeiMi  One!,  Asa  Flint,  janics  Parrot, 
Henry  I.cakediis  xmark),  Andries  \\'atbeck,  Mat- 
thew Visscher,  Samuel  Stringer,  (jcrrit  Lansing, 
Junior,  |ohn  Ten  Broeck.  Robert  Vates,  Henry  I. 
Bogart,  fohn  \'an  Loon,  Henry  Van  Veghten, 
Joseph  Voung,  Richartl  I'sselstyn.  Oihniel  (Gard- 
ner, ]]arctD\ne,  Abraham  Cuyler,  Robert  McClul- 
len,  Henry  Wendell,  Cornelius  Van  Santvoordt,  R. 
Bleecker,  Henry  Bleecker,  John  H.  Ten  Eyck, 
Jacob  Bleecker,  junior,  John  T.  15eeckman.  Har- 
manus  Weiuk-ll.  Matthew  Adgate.  Abraham  Yates, 
Junior.  John  Taylor,  Rutger  Lansingh,  Henry 
Quackenboss,  John  ?vl.  Beeckman,  John  D.  Fonda, 
John  Van  Rensselaer,  Junior:  john  Price,  Anthony 
Van  Schaick,  Dirck  Ten  Broeck.  Reitzert  Bronck, 
Frederick  Beringer,  Reynard  Van  Alsteyn,  Philip 
Van  ^'eghten,  Joshua  Losee,  Anthony  Van  Bergen, 
Albertus  Ym\  Loon,  Mynderse  Roseboom,  Abra- 
ham Ten  Eyck.  " 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  May  ist,  it  was 
ordered  that  Luke  Cassidy  be  paid  3  for  beating 
the  drum,  and  John  Ostrander  3  for  going  about 
and  ringing  the  bell  to  notifv  the  people. 

One  of  the  lir.--t  acts  <jf  this  new  Committee 
was  the  following  letter  to  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
responilence  at  Boston  datetl  May  i,  1775.  fitly 
supplementing  the  act  of  association  given  above. 

"Gentlemkn, — -While  we  lament  the  mournful 
event  which  has  caused  the  Blood  of  our  Brethren 
in  the  ?\Ias.sachusetts  Bay  to  flow,  we  feel  that 
satisfaction  which  every  honest  American  must  ex- 
perience at  the  Glorious  stand  you  have  made,  we 
have  an  additional  satisfaction  from  the  conse- 
quences which  we  trust  will  [ensue]  in  uniting 
every  American  in  Sentiments  and  Bonds,  which 
we  hope  will  be  indissoluble  by  our  Enemies. 
This  afternoon  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Citv  con- 
vened and  unanimously  renewed  their  former 
agreement,  that  they  would  co-operate  with  our 
Brethren  in  New  York  and  in  the  several  Colonies 
on  the  Continent  in  their  opposition  to  the  ^Minis- 
terial  Plan  now  prosecuting  against  us,  and  also 
unanimously  appointed  a  Committee  of  Safety, 
Protection  and  Correspondence,  with  full  power  to 
transact  all  such  matters  as  they  shall  conceive  may 
tend  to  promote  the  weal  of  the  American  Cause. 
We  have  the  fullest  Confidence  that  every  District 
in  this  extensive  County  will  follow  our  Example. 
On  the  twenty-second  Instant  a  Provincial  Con- 
gress will  meet,  when  we  have  not  the  least  doubt 
but  such  efl'ectual  aids  will  be  afforded  you,  as  will 
teach  Tyrants  and  their  Minions  that  as  we  were 
born  free,  we  will  live  and  die  so.  and  transmit 
that  inestimable  Blessing  to  Posterity.  Be  assured, 
Gentlemen,  that  nothing  on  our  Parts  shall  be 
wanting  to  evince  that  we  are  deeply  impre>.scd 
with  a  sense  of  the  necessity  of  Unanimity,  and 
that  w^e  mean  to  Co-operate  with  you  in  this  ardu- 
ous struggle  lor  Liberty  to  the  utmost  of  our- 
['owcr.  *  *  We  are,  Gentlemen,  with  the 
warmest  wishes  antl  most  fervent  Prayers  for  your 
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Success,  safety  and  the  success  of  the  Common 
Cause,  your  Most  Humble  Senls. 

"By  order  of  the  Committee, 

"Abraham  Yates,  Jr.,  Chairman." 

May  2d — Jeremiah  Hasely  and  Captain  Stevens 
from  the  Boston  encamjjment,  appeareci  before  the 
Committee  disclosing  secret  plans  under  considera- 
tion by  the  New  England  forces  for  capturing  Fort 
Ticonderoga.  which,  on  information  was  said  to 
be  furnished  with  several  pieces  of  brass  cannon 
and  many  fine  stands  of  arms,  a  quantity  of  gun- 
powder and  other  military  stores.  Aid  was  re- 
quested for  our  countenance  and  small  assistance 
with  a  supply  of  Hour  in  the  execution  of  the  pro- 
posed plan. 

May  3d — A  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Com- 
mittee in  New  York,  advising  them  of  the  visit  and 
disclosures  of  these  gentlemen,  and  requesting 
their  sentiments. 

The  letter  makes  this  statement:  "From  the 
many  applications  that  have  been  and  are  daily 
made  from  the  eastward,  we  are  very  scant  of 
powder,  arms,  and  warlike  stores,  and  the  city  is 
in  a  very  defenseless  situation;  not  a  piece  of  ar- 
tillery in  it." 

A  letter  from  the  Cunimiltee  in  New  York, 
dated  April  2Sth,  urges  the  necessity  of  a  Pro\  is- 
isonal  Congress  to  be  held  in  that  city  May  2 2d, 
to  be  composed  of  delegates  from  each  county  in 
the  Colony. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  wait  on  Col<;nel 
Guy  Johnson,  to  know  the  truth  of  the  report  pre- 
vailing about  the  disposition  of  the  Indians  being 
unfriendly  to  the  C<'>lony,  relative  to  the  present 
commotions. 

Colonel  Johnson  informs  the  Committee  that 
on  his  honor  there  is  no  ground  for  the  reports 
that  he  knows  of,-  but  says  that  he  has  it  from  good 
authority  that  the  Canadians  were  to  come  down 
upon  the  back  of  the  Colonies,  and  which  he  be- 
lieves to  be  true. 

Therefore  Resolved,  "That  Abraham  Cuyler  and 
Hendrick  Wendell  be  a  Committee  to  apply  to 
Mr.  Dirck  Ten  Broeck  for  twn  hundred  Stand  of 
Small  Arms  of  the  parcel  he  is  possessed  of  to  be  pre- 
pared and  made  fit  for  immediate  service.  "  "  From 
the  present  State  and  turbulance  of  the  County, 
from  the  alarm  arisen  b}-  stispicion  of  the  Negroes, 
from  the  information  from  Col.  fohnson  respect- 
ing the  Canadians,  we  conceive  it  prudent  to  have  a 
strict  and  strong  watch,  well  armed  and  under  proper 
discipline,  and  the  Corporation  declining  to  under- 
take the  same.  Therefore,  for  the  peace,  good 
©rder,  safety,  and  protection  of  this  City,  ordered 
that  copies  of  the  following  advertisement  be  fixed 
up  in  the  proper  places  in  the  difTerenl  wartls. 

"  ■  Notice  is  hereby  given  u^  the  inhabitants  of  the 
City  of  Albany  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  their  Oun- 
miitee  that  they  assemble  and  meet  together  in  the 
different  wards  of  this  City  at  the  usual  places  of 
election,  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, to  foim  themselves  into  Companies  from  the 
age  of  sixteen  to  sixty,  each  Company  to  consist  of 
a  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  four  Scr- 


;  jeant.s,  four  Corporals,  one  Drum  and  fifty-one  pri- 
■  vates.     Dated  3d  May.  1775. — By  order  of  the 
Committee.  .Abraham  Yatks,  Chair nianr' 

i  Meeting   of  Committee,   May   4,    1775— The 

.  following  is  the  return  of  the  ollicers  chosen  this 

'  day  by  the  people  in  consequence  of  our  advertise- 

i  ment — to  wit: 

j  For  the  First  Ward. 

i  First  CiiDipauy — John  IJarclay,  Captain;  John 
j  Price,  Stephen  Yan  Schaaik,  Lieutenants;  Abra- 
;  ham  Yates,  Ensign. 

I  Second  Com piXiiy — john  W  illiams,  Captain;  Ilen- 
i  ry  Staats,  Barent  Yan  Allen,  Lieutenants;  Henr\- 
,   Hogan,  Ensign. 

'  Jliird  Company— 'Wxomz.i  Barret,  Captain;  Abra- 
ham Eights,  Matthew  Yisscher,  Lieutenants;  John 

!   Hoogkerk,  Ensign. 

For  /he  Third  JVani — Captains:  John  Beeckman, 
Harmanus  Wendell;  Lieutenants:  Isaac  De  Freest, 
Abraham  Ten  Eyck.  William  Hunn,  Peter  Ganse- 

I  voort,  Junior;  Ensigns:  Cornelius  Y'endell,  Tennis 
T.  Yan  Yeghten. 

I      At  Committee  meeting  of  ^lay  5th,  a  letter  from 

:  Barrington  was  read  requesting  aid.  which  was  de- 
clined until  advices  should  be  received  on  the 

;  subject  from  the  New  York  Committee. 

Committee   Chamber,    loth  'Slav.   1775,  ^'i^^' 

I  Hall  of  the  City  of  Albany. 

Present,  Nineteen  Members  of  Committee.  Dis- 

i  trict  of  Grote  Imboght,  2  delegates;  Sinkaick  and 
Hosick  District,  3  delegates;  Bennington  District,  8 
delegates;  Corporation  of  Cambridge,  8  delegates; 
iManor  of  Li\ingston,  5  delegates:  Schagtekoeke. 
8  delegates;  Kings  District.  3  delegates;  German 
Camp,  2  delegates;  Cambridge  District,  3  dele- 
gates; District  of  Cocksackie  and  Katskill.  5: 
Schoharry  and  Duancsborough,6  delegates;  Claver- 
ack,  5  delegates;  Kinderhook,  4  delegates;  ?kranor 
of  Rensselaerwyck,  22  delegates;  Saratoga,  10  dele- 
gates; Schenectady,  10  delegates:  Half  ^loon,  7 
delegates. 

Ac'journed  to  3  o  clock  this  afternoon. 

May  5th — The  following  delegates  were  chosen 
by  liallot  to  meet  in  General  Congress  at  New  York 
the  2 2d  instant.  Abraham  "\'ates,  Dirck  Swart, 
I  \'olkert  P.  Douw,  Robert  Yan  Rens>elaer,  Peter 
Silvester,  Francis  Nicoll,  R(.j)ert  \'ates,  Henrv 
Glenn,  Jacob  Cuyler,  .\braliam  Ten  Broeck,  \\'al- 
ter  Livingston. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committees  of  the  different 
districts  recommend  to  the  people  to  form  them- 
selves into  Companies,  properly  equipped  and  dis- 
;   ciplined,  and  that  they  make  report  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  for  the  time  being. 

May  iith- — Sixty-six  members  present.  An- 
'   other  recpiest  for  supplies  for  the  use  of  the  people 
gone  against  Ticonderoga,  "  was  voted  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Ma\'  I  2th — "  We  received  a  letter  signed  Ethan 
'   Allen  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Brown,  acquainting  us 
I  of  the  taking  Ticonderoga.    Upon  which  we  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  committee  of  New  York  bv  Captain 
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Barent  Ten  Eyck,  Express,  and  each  of  us  paid  him  : 

a  Dollar  a  piece  for  going.  '  I 

May  13th — Received  letter  from  New  York  con-  I 

firming  previous  decisions  not  to  furnish  aid  to  j 
Ticonderoga  expedition  until  some  action  of  the 

Provincial  or  Continental  Congress.  j 

May  1 6th — Samuel  Stringer,  Chairman //v^  A?;/. 

Resolved.  That  any  Person  in  this  City  ; 
County  who  has  arms,  ammunition  or  other  j 
articles  necessary  for  our  Defense  to  dispose  of,  ' 
shall  not  within  ten  days  after  ihe  publications  of  : 
these  resolutions  inform  this  Committee  of  the  ! 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  same,  shall  be  held  up  j 
to  the  Public  as  an  Enemy  to  this  Country.  | 

Resolved,  That  any  person  who  shall  dispose  of  j 
any  aforesaid  articles  to  any  person,  knowing  or  i 
having  reason  to  believe  such  person  to  be  inim- 
ical to  the  liberties  of  America,  he  shall  be  held 
up  as  an  enemy  to  this  Country.    Ordered,  that 
the  same  be  published  in  Hand  Bills. 

Committee  Chambers,  2 2d  May — John  PI.  Rose- 
boom  delivered  a  speech  from  an  Indian  called 
Little  Abram,  a  chief  of  the  Mohawks.  "They 
hear  that  Comjianies  and  troops  are  coming  to  mo- 
lest us,  that  a  large  body  are  hourly  expected  from 
New  England  to  take  away  by  violence  our  Super- 
intendantand  extinguish  our  Council  Fire,  for  what 
reasons  we  know  not.  We  have  no  purpose  cff 
interfering  in  the  dispute  between  Old  P^ngland 
and  Boston;  the  White  People  may  settle  their  own 
quarrels;  we  shall  never  meddle  in  those  matters 
it' we  are  let  alone.  But  should  our  Superintendani 
be  taken  away  from  us  we  dread  the  consequences. 
We  are  so  desirous  of  maintaining  peace,  that  we 
are  unwilling  the  Six  Nations  should  know  the 
bad  Reports  spread  amongst  us.  Brothers,  We  desire 
you  will  satisfy  us  as  to  your  knowledge  of  those 
reports  and  what  your  News  are  and  not  deceive 
us  in  a  matter  of  so  much  importance. 

"  Abraham,  Clu't  f. 

"  Interpreted  by  Samuel  Kirkland,  Missionary. 
IVIay,  1775." 

A  committee  of  two  was  appointed  to  go  with 
an  answer  to  the  Indians. 

May  25th — The  tirst  communication  from  ihc 
Congress  then  in  session  at  Philadelphia,  received. 
It  was  a  request  that  the  Albany  Committee  send 
provisions  and  supplies  to  Ticonderoga,  with  a 
sufficient  number  of  men  and  mechanics  to  build 
and  manage  scows  wirh  which  to  bring  cannon 
and  military  stores  from  the  conquered  fort. 

A  resolution  was  at  once  passed  to  act  accord- 
ingly— to  raise  a  company  of  one  hundred  men 
and  march  as  soon  as  possible  to  Ticonderoga. 
Cornelius  Van  Santvoordt  was  chosen  commissary 
of  stores  by  ballot,  and  Henry  I.  Bogert  was  ap- 
pointed to  go  to  Fort  George  in  charge  of  the 
stores  and  building  of  the  scows  for  lake  trans- 
portation. 

May  20th — The  following  was  passed 

Resolve,!,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Commit- 
tee that  the  physicians  and  others  of  this  city  and 
county  who  are  in  the  practice  of  inoculation  for 
small-pox,  be  requested  immediately  to  desist  from 


inoculation  until  the  sense  of  this  Committee  be 
signified  to  the  contrary. 

May  2yth — A  letter  was  received  from  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  at  New  York,  dated  25th  May, 
1775,  inclosing  instructions  to  Messrs.  John  N. 
Bleecker,  Henry  Bogert,  George  Palmer,  Peter 
Lansing,  and  Dirck  Scvant,  who  were  by  said  Con- 
gress appointed  commissioners  or  agents  to  super- 
intend and  put  in  execuuon  the  recommendation  of 
the  Grand  Continental  Congress  of  the  icth  May, 
1775,  relative  to  Ticonderoga. 

Peter  W.  Yates,  John  N.  Bleecker,  Jeremiah 
Van  Rensselaer,  and  John  Taylor,  the  Committee 
appointed  to  draw  up  an  instrument  to  bind  those 
in  their  duty  who  shall  enli.-t  in  the  Provincial  Ser- 
vice, brought  an  instrument  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

"  Wf,  the  sub.scribers,  being  well  convinced  of 
the  absolute  necessity  of  raising  a  body  of  Provincial 
Troops  for  the  defense  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
preservation  of  our  just  rights  and  liberties,  when 
the  same  are  in  the  most  imminent  danger  of  bemg 
invaded,  have  therefore  voluntarily  enlisted  into 
the  Provisional  Service,  and  do  hereby  promise  and 
agree  that  we  Avill  severally  do,  execute,  and  per- 
form all  and  every  such  instructions,  directions, 
orders,  military  discipline,  and  duties  as  our  offi- 
cers, or  either  of  them,  shall  from  time  to  time 
give  or  send  to  us  during  the  time  that  our  service 
is  required  in  the  unhappy  contest  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  Colonies;  and  we  do  severally 
promise  and  engage  not  to  go  from  or  quit  the  said 
service  until  we  shall  be  discharged  or  dismissed 
from  the  service  by  the  Continental  or  Provisional 
Congress,  or  by  the  General  Commitee  of  the  City 
of  Albany,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  our 
v.ages,  and  being  deemed  in  the  eye  of  the  Public 
as  enemies  to  our  Country." 

Resolved,  That  the  Captains  of  this  City  call  out 
their  Companies  once  every  two  weeks  in  the  after- 
noon tor  the  purpose  of  pefecting  themselves  in  the 
military  discipline,  and  that  Saturday,  the  third  of 
June  next,  be  appointed  for  the  ^i^^t  time  of  muster- 
ing. 

Residved,  That  John  Ostrander  be  appointed  un- 
der the  denomination  of  Town  Serjeant,  who  shall 
keep  a  regular  Roster  of  all  the  ofiicers  of  the'  dif- 
ferent wards  in  the  City,  and  that  he  warn  the  officer 
not  on  duty,  every  morning  preceding  the  night  he 
is  to  watch,  and  that  every  officer  so  warned  shall 
order  his  Serjeant  to  v.arn  the  men  who  shall  at- 
tend to  the  watch  hou.sc  at  the  appointed  hour  with 
proper  arms,  ammunition  and  accoutrements,  and 
that  every  person  capable  of  doing  his  duty  Shall 
attend  in  person. 

8th  June — V,'c  received  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Phillip  Schuyler,  dated  Philadcliihia.  3d  fune. 
1775,  in  these  words,  to  wit: 

"The  conduct  of  the  Albany  Committee  has 
given  great  Satisfaction  to  the  Congress.  You  can- 
not wonder  that  I  should  be  pleased  with  everv 
Transaction  that  reflects  honor  on  my  dear  Country- 
men. The  article  of  powder  is  under  serious  con- 
sideration; but,  difficult  a--  it  is  to  procure  that 
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essential  commodiiy,  I  liope  we  soon  shall  have  a 
supply.  May  indulgent  Heaven  smile  propitious 
on  the  endeavor  of  the  Americans  to  remain  a  tree 
and  a  happy  people;  may  my  Countrymen  stand  dis- 
tinguished in  the  glorious  Struggle,  and  may  an 
All  directing  Providence  guide  us  safely  through 
the  dangers  of  this  unhappy  Contest." 

June  17th — Received  a  letter  fr(jm  Colonel 
Banedict  Arnold,  dated  Crown  Point,  12th  June, 
1775- 

"Gentlemen, — Your  letter  to  Captain  White  with 
orders  for  the  Companies  from  Alban\-  County  to 
return  to  Fort  George  he  has  just  received,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  they  are  now  embarking  for  that 
place.  Their  departure  leaves  us  in  a  verv  defense- 
less Situation,  as  we  have  only  100  men  left  here, 
but  could  not  advise  them  to  go  contrary  to  their 
orders,  tho'  the  men  are  much  wanted.  Had  vou 
known  our  present  Situation,  I  believe  }  ou  would 
not  have  given  orders  for  their  removal. 
"Your  Most  Humble  Servant. 

"  Bened'-'^  Aknoli).  ' 

Received  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Schenec- 
tady, dated  i6th  June,  1775,  requesting  that  Hft}' 
Stand  of  Arms  be  sent  them  by  Mr.  Wendell's 
Servant. 

R'-ioked,  That  John  N.  Bleecker  deliver  to  Mr. 
Wendell's  Servant  fifty  guns  for  the  use  of  Captain 
Cornelius  Van  Dyck's  Company  at  Schenectada. 

Resolved,  That  John  N.  Bleecker,  Commissary, 
Send  to  Fort  George  four  barrels  of  New  England 
Rum,  to  be  delivered  to  Henry  T.  Eogert  or  any 
others  of  the  Commissaries  at  that  Post.  To  be 
Charged  to  the  Soldiers  at  the  rate  of  Si.x  Shillings 
per  gallon. 

June  2 2d — Present,  twenty-two  members. 

On  motion,  the  question  being  put  whether  or 
no  it  is  necessary  that  some  money  be  raised  to 
pay  the  troops  raised  for  the  use  of  tiiis  colonv. 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  five  hundred  pountls  be  raised,  by 
bills  of  credit,  as  follows  : 

1,000  of    I,   £  50 

750  of   2/   75 

500  of  5/   125 

500  of  10/   250 

Resolved,  That  the  bills  for  the  above  sums  be  of 
the  following  tenor,  to  wit  : 

"This  Note  shall  entitle  the  bearer  to  the  sum  of 
 New  York  Currency,  pay- 
able by  us,  the  Subscribers,  on  or  before  the  first  dav 
cyf  September  ne.Kt,  pursuant  to  a  Vote  of  Credit  of 
the  Sub-Committee  of  the  City  and  County  of 

"By  order  of  said  Committee." 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Jacob  C.  Ten  F.yck, 
Jacob  Lansingh,  Jun. ,  and  Samuel  Stringer,  sub- 
scribe their  respective  names  to  the  several  notes, 
to  be  issued  as  aforesaid,  and  number  the  same; 
and  the  respective  members  of  this  Conimiitcc  do 
hereby  engage  to  save  and  keep  harmless  and  in- 
demnified the  said  Jacob  C.   Ten  Kvck,  Jacob 


Lansingh,  Jun.,  and  Samuel  Stringer,  for  all  sum.-,  ol 
;  money  which  they  or  either  of  them  may  be  coni- 
j  pclled  to  j)ay  in  consequence  of  their  signing  the 
1  saitl  notes,  exclusive  of  their  prM[)ortional  part  as 
\  members  of  this  Committee. 

I  Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Robert  Yates,  John  Bay, 
1  Abraham  Cuyler,  (josen  \'an  Schaick,  Cornelius 
I  Van  Santvoorclt,  John  Ten  Broeck,  Henry  Quack- 
I  enbush  and  Lucas  Van  Veghten,  or  any  two  of 
I  them,  suj)erintend  the  printing  of  said  bills. 
I  At  the  Committee  meeting  June  23d,  a  note  was 
1  sent  to  Boston,  as  follows  : 

■'  We  are  at  a  loss  to  know  what  must  be  done 
with  the  Donations  collected  in  this  City  for  the 
Poor  of  Boston,  and  beg  to  be  informed  by  you, 
as  the  Chief  Contributions  was  in  ( jrain,  whether  we 
shall  dispose  of  it  here  and  convert  it  into  Cash,  or 
otherwise.     Waiting  your  directions,  we  are, 

"Brethren,  your  very  humble  servants." 
June  26th — Resolved,  That  there  be  struck  in 
Bills  of  Credit,  in  addition  to  what  has  already 
been  ordered,  Five  Hundred  Pounds  of  the  follow- 
ing tenor,  to  wit  :  Two  hundred  and  fifty  of  twentv 
shillings  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  of  forty 
j  shillings. 

I  Committee  Chambers,  June  29th  —  Samuel 
!  Stringer,  Chairman  pro  leni. 

\      Upon  the  whole,  we  are  of  opinion. //rs-Z.—l'liat 
as  tlie  safety  of  our  Persons,  and  the  Preservation 
of  our  Properties  depends  upon  the  due  adminis- 
I  tration  of  Justice,  that  the  course  of  Justice  ought 
j  not  to  be  obstructed,  but  that  the  Same  Continue 
in  the  usual  Course,  and  in  the  King's  Name,  as 
!  our  allegiance  to  him  is  not  denied  ;  and  that  we 
1  are  to  Wait  the  resolution  of  the  Provincial  or  Con- 
!  tinental  Congress  on  this  Subject  and  abide  by  their 
;  determination,  otherwise  we  Conceive  the  whole 
I  Country  will  be  reduced  to  a  State  of  the  Greatest 
;  Anarch}'  and  Confusion. 

I  Second. — Appeals  are  still  admitted,  at  least  in 
I  this  Government,  in  all  cases  wheie  they  alwavs 
I  have  been  Allowed;  in  this  the  law  has  not  been 
I  altered,  and  the  Subject  in  this  Province  has  the 
j  Same  Liberty  of  a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  as  usual 
I  on  Constitutional  principles;  and  we  do  not  object 
i  against  any  Acts  of  Parliament,  e.xcept  the  late  Un- 
!  constitutional  and  oppressive  ones  which  have  been 
I  Noticed  bv  the  Continental  Congress  in  their  Session 
:  last  Fall.  ' 

j  Third. — We  are  neitlier  Rebel.->  or  Traitors,  nor 
;  have  we  forfeited  our  Instates,  neither  are  there  any 
!  acts  of  Parliament  of  that  nature  in  force  to  our 
j  knowledge  against  any  persons  in  this  Province; 
I  nor  do  we  conceive  the  application  of  Traitors  and 
I  Rebels  justly  applied  to  Subjects  who  refuse  to 
I  comply  with  requisitions  of  unconstitutional  Acts  of 
I  Parliament. 

,  July  3d — Mr.  Leonard  Gansevoort  reports  that  he 
I  had  paid  Captain  George  White  the  sum  of  j^ioo 

14s.  New  York  currency  for  himself,  the  ofiicer.-^ 
\  and  privates  of  his  Company,  which  this  board  docs 

approve  of 

Resnlved,  That  Mr.  Leonard  Gansevoort,  Treas- 
urer, pay  unto  Captain  Hezekiah  Baldwin,  thesUm 


410 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


oi£'ji,  in  behalf  of  his  pay  as  Captain,  and  for  and 
on  behalf  of  the  rest  of  his  oflicers  and  privates  of 
his  Company. 

July  5th — Received  letter  from  Phillip  .Schuyler, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  part; 

"  I  have  received  advice  that  some  (Jneida  In- 
dians are  now  at  Albany.  Your  prudence  will  sug- 
gest that  the  kindest  treatment  is  necessary  to  these 
People,  and  I  beg  of  you  not  to  let  them  return 
without  some  liberal  presents  or  tokens  of  our 
friendship,  nor  without  assurances  that  they  will 
speedily  be  called  to  a  Conference  at  Albany,  or 
some  other  convenient  place,  in  that  or  Tryon 
County.  What  money  you  may  disburse  for  pres- 
ents I  shall  immediately  see  repaid.'' 

July  5th — Mr.  Henry  Glen  produced  to  this 
board  warrants  and  instructions  for  the  following 
persons  from  Albany  County; 

Captain,  Stephen  J.  Schuyler:  Fir.^t  Lieutenant, 
Barent  Roseboom;  Second  Lieutenant,  Dirck  Han- 
sen; Captain,  Joel  Pratt;  First  Lieutenant,  Benja- 
min Chittenden;  Second  Lieutenant,  Israel  Spen- 
cer; Captain,  Elisha  Benedict;  First  Lieutenant, 
Samuel  Fletcher;  Second  Lieutenant,  Alexander 
Brink;  Captain,  Joseph  }iIcCracken;  First  Lieuten- 
ant, ]Moses  Masten;  Second  Lieutenant,  John 
Barns;  Captain,  John  Visscher:  First  Lieutenant, 
Benjamin  Evans;  Second  Lieutenant,  Joseph  Fitch; 
Captain,  Hezekiah  Baldwin;  First  Lieutenant, 
Nathaniel  Rowley;  Second  Lieutenant,  Roswell 
Beeby;  Captain,  Peter  Yates;  First  Lieutenant, 
Henry  Van  Veghten;  Second  Lieutenant,  Gideon 
King. 

Mr.  Henry  Glen  also  informs  this  Board  that  the 
Congress  have  approved  of  the  following  field  ofli- 
cers: 

Colonel,  Myndert  Roseboom;  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel, Goosen  Van  Schaick;  Major,  Lucas  \'an 
Veghten;  and  that  they  had  appointed  John  M. 
Wendell,  Quartermaster,  and  Barent  J.  Ten  FLyck, 
Adjutant. 

Received  a  letter  from  the  Deputies  of  the  Prov- 
ince in  Continentpl  Congress,  dated  30th  June, 
1775,  in  which  they  announce; 

"  The  Military  Arrangement  within  the  Depart- 
ment of  New  York  is  entrusted  to  Major-General 
Schuyler,  to  whom  we  refer  you  for  the  money 
which  you  request,  not  doubting  but  his  hands  will 
be  strengthened  so  as  to  enable  him  to  do  every- 
thing necessary  for  the  Protection  of  our  Frontiers. 
Signed, 

"Philip  Livingston, 
"James  Di'ane, 
"  William  Floyd.  '' 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Yates,  Abraham  Ten 
Broeck  and  Jeremiah  \'an  Rensselaer,  Esqs. ,  be 
appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  be  presented  to 
General  Philip  Schuyler  on  his  arrival. 

July  6th — New  York  Provincial  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  ten  shillings  shall  be  allowed 
to  every  soldier  that  shall  enlist  in  the  Continental 
service  in  this  Colony  for  the  present  Campaign, 


who  shall  furnish  himself  with  a  good  musket,  to 
be  approved  by  the  Muster-Master  and  Armorer  of 
each  Regiment. 

July  I2tli — Abraham  Yates.  Chairman. 
Restdvrd,   That   Jeremiah  \'an  Rensselaer  be 
furnished  with  the  sum  of  out  of  the 

,  Paper  Emission  of  this  Committee,  and  that  he  go 
up  to  Lake  George,  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point 
and  make  a  final  settlement  with  those  Companies, 
and  declare  to  them  that  they  for  the  future  must 

I  look  for  their  pay  and  necessaries  to  the  Officers 

j  appointed  by  the  Continental  or  Provincial  Con- 
gress for  that  purpose. 

It  being  intimated  to  this  board  by  Mr.  Peter 

;  Vrooman,  that  some  tavern-keepers  in  this  count}- 

i  sell  spirituous  liquors  too  freely  to  the  Indians. 

[  from  which  evil  consequences  often  happen,  there- 

j  fore 

i  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  I'av- 
ern-keepers  and  others  in  said  County,  to  sell  spirit- 
uous liquors  to  the  Indians  as  sparingly  as  possible, 

j  so  as  to  prevent  their  getting  drunk. 

"  Can.\jorhary,  July  13. 

"  Gentlemen, — We  are  informed  by  good  au- 
thority that  Col.  [Guy]  Johnson  was  ready  with 
eight  or  nine  hundred  Indians  to  make  an  invasion 
of  this  County;  that  the  same  Indians  were  to  be 
;  under  the  Command  of  Joseph  Brandt  and  \\'aher 
:  Buder,  and  that  they  were  to  fall  on  the  inhabitants 
[  below  Little  Falls,  in  order  to  divide  the  people  in 
two  parts,  and  were  to  march  yesterday  or  day  be- 
fore.    From  this  and  other  circumstances  we  have 
too  much  reason  to  think  that  all  our  enemies  in 
I  this  County  will  appear  against  us  as  soon  as  the 
i  Indians  are  nigh  to  us. 

\  "  Our  ammunition  is  so  Scant,  we  cannot  furnish 
300  men  so  as  to  be  able  to  make  a  stand  against 
so  great  a  number. 

"This   is   the   more  alarming  to  us.   as  we 

!  shall  within  a  few  days  be  obliged  to  begin  with 

I  our  harvest.  In  these  deplorable  circumstances 
we  look  to  you  for  assistance. 

I  "  By  order, 

[  "  Chris"  P.  Yates.  "' 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  prepared  for  General 
i  Schuyler,  enclosing  a  copy  of  this,  and  sent  by  ex- 
press to  Saratoga. 

July  15th — Received  a  letter  from  General 
I  Philip  Schuyler,  dated  Saratoga.  Friday  evening, 

three-quarters  past  eleven,  July  14,  1775,  in  the 

following  words,  to  wit: 

"  Sir, — The  letter  you  have  enclosed  me  is  of  a 
I  truly  alarming  nature,  and  requires  the  most  vigor- 
j  ous  and  immediate  efforts.  I  would  advise  that 
j  not  only  Captain  Van  Dyck  and  his  company,  but 
j  also  such  others  as  you  can  possibly  get,  should  iin- 
1  mediately  march  into  Tryon  County  with  the 
;  Albany  and  Schenectady  ^lilitia.  who  should  also 
'[  be  requested  to  march  to  the  relief  of  that  County. 

I  "  Your  obedient  servant, 

I  -  "  Ph.  SCHITLER.  ' 
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Resolved,  That  150  pounds  powder  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Trvon  County,  they 
paying  for  the  same  at  the  rate  of  five  shillings 
per  pound,  and  that  25  pounds  be  forwarded  to 
Schenectady  for  the  use  of  Captain  Cornelius  Van 
Dyck's  Company. 

A  paper  was  handed  to  this  Board,  supposed  to 
contain  reflections  on  this  Board,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit: 

"The  Mode  of  a  late  very  Extraordinary  and 
very  Grand  Procession. 

"  I.  The  Congressional  General. 

"  II.  The  Deputy  Chairman,  and  who  is  only 
Chairman  Pro  Tempore. 

"III.  [Mr.  Ten  Broeck — through  a  mistake. 

"IV.  The  Chairman. 

"V.  The  Committee. 

"VI.  The  Troop  of  Horse,  most  beautiful  and 
grand;  some  Horses  long  taild,  some  bob  Taild, 
and  some  without  any  tails,  and  attended  with  the 
Melodious  Sound  of  an  mcomparable  fine  Trumpet. 

"  VII.  The  Association  Company. 

"  A  Spectator.'' 

The  above  caused  much  indignation  and  com- 
motion among  the  Committee  and  the  Citizens,  as 
the  occasion  alluded  to  was  the  public  reception  of 
General  Schuyler. 

A  few  da}s  later,  Peter  W.  Yates,  a  member  of 
the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  wrote  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  being  the  author,  and  asked  to 
be  forgiven,  as  he  meant  no  injury  to  the  Board  or  to 
the  Cause  of  Liberty,  still  being  a  friend  to  both; 
also  sending  in  his  re.^ignation,  which  was  ac- 
cepted, together  with  apology. 

Mr.  Yates,  however,  stood  well  with  the  people, 
for  he  was  re-elected  to  the  membership  he  had  va- 
cated, as  appears  from  the  following  entry  of  July 
26th: 

"  In  pursuance  of  a  resolve  of  the  22d  instant, 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  First  Ward  of  this  City,  to 
proceed  to  an  Election  of  a  Member  in  the  room  of 
Peter  W.  Yates,  Esq.,  the  Clerk  of  this  Beard 
files  a  return  of  the  Poll,  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  said  Peter       Yates  was  again  elected." 

July  2  7lh — Peter  W.  Yates,  Esq.,  declined  serv- 
ing, on  his  being  elected  on  the  23d  instant.  An 
election  was  again  held  on  the  26th  instant, 
agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  this  Board,  when  Doc- 
tor Joseph  Young  was  elected. 

July  29th — Extract  from  a  letter  to  General 
Philip  Schuyler,  from  the  Committee: 

"We  have  the  Pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the 
apprehensions  of  the  inhabitants  of  Tryon  respect- 
ing the  Indians  is  entirely  removed,  and  the  un- 
happy dispute  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  upper 
Part  of  the  County  with  Sir  John  Johnson  and  the 
Sheriff  of  that  County  amicably  accommodated 
upon  the  two  following  Points: 

"First. — The  Sheriff  is  to  leave  the  County  and 
not  return  to  it  again. 

"Second. — Sir  John  Johnson  is  not  to  take  any 
active  part  against  the  People  in  the  Disputes  at 


I  Present  Subsisting  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
American  Colonies. " 

^Ir.  Benjamin  Baker  laid  before  this  board 
!  proposals  for  making  Salt  Petre. 

'  Resolved,  To  forward  the  said  proposal  to  the 
I  Provincial  Congress  in  the  following  words: 

!  "  Genti.e.mf.n. —  You  will  find  enclosed,  pro- 
posals from  Mr.  Baker,  and  think  it  may  be  worth 
your  while  to  give  him  encouragement.  Doctor 
Young  (one  of  our  board  )  has  examined  the  Nitre 
he  has  made  as  a  sample,  and  considers  it  as  good 
as  the  Nitre  from  Europe.'' 

August  1st — Ensign  Daniel  Lee  petitioned  for 
his  pay  while  serving  in  Captain  Joel  Pratt's  Com- 
pany. Granted. 

August  =;th — Letter  from  General  Philip  Schuv- 
ler: 

I  ■■'  Gentlemen, — I  have  directed  the  Commissary- 
1  General,  'Six.  Livingston,  to  pay  you  £1,000  New 
j  York  Currency  to  call  in  the  Bills  you  have  emit- 
j  ted.  As  you  must  ultimately  account  to  the  public 
!  for  this  money,  you  will  please  to  take  the  proper 
I  Vouchers  from  the  People,  and  when  the  bills  are 
j  called  in  you  will  proceed,  jointly  with  Mr.  Liv- 
I  ingston,  to  cancel  them." 

August  8th — Letter  from  Provincial  Congress 
dated  New  York  August  2,  1775: 

"We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  \-ou  that  this 
]  Congress  have  made  an  allowance  to  each  Officer 
of  One  Dollar  for  every  man  that  may  or  has  al- 
ready inlisted  in  the  Service,  in  order  to  reimburse 
I  them  for  the  expense  of  said  inlistment. 
i  August  9th— Received  letter  from  Governor 
j  Jonathan  Trumbull,  dated  Lebanon,  July  21,  1775, 
I  on  Onedia  Indian  affairs. 

j  Robert  Yates  writes  from  New  York  that  Con- 
gress had  just  examined  a  Soldier  who  deserted 
;  from  the  Army  in  Boston  and  fought  with  the  British 
;  at  Lexington  and  Charles  Town.  He  says  they  pay 
'  their  men  weekly,  but  their  pay  is  only  14  coppers 
I  each. 

'  August  i6th — Whereas.  Complaint  has  been 
•  made  to  this  board  by  an  Indian,  that  he  was  beat 
i  by  some  person  in  this  City  and  his  Shirt  taken 
away  or  lost;  for  the  sake  of  maintaining  peace 
]  with  the  Indians, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  W.  Bleecker  furnish  the 
said  Indian  with  a  new  Shirt  of  the  value  of  ten 
Shillings. 

August  19th — Received  the  following  letter 
I  dated  German  Flats,  .\ugust  ift,  1775: 

"Sir, — We  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  Supply  the  55 
'  Onedia  Indians  at  Albany  with  provisions  till  we 
come,  and  we  will  be  answerable  for  the  expense. 
We  have  about  500  of  the  Six  Nations  here,  who  all 
Seem  in  good  Temper,  and  we  hope  will  proceed 
I  from  here  to  .\lbany  and  there  await  the  arrival  of 
',  the  Indians  from  Canada  to  hold  a  General  Treaty. 

j  "We  are,  with  Respect, 

'  "Voi.kert  p.  Dol'w, 

;  "Turbutt  Francis." 
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August  2ist — Received  a  letter  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  for  Pennsylvania,  dated  Philatielphia. 
August  12,  1775,  '"^  these  words,  to  wit: 

"Gentlkmen", — With  this  you  will  receive  2,400 
pounds  of  Gun  powder  sent  by  us  for  the  use  of 
General  Schuyler,  to  whom  we  make  no  doubt  you 
will  forward  it  by  first  opportunity. 

"This  Committee  has  heard  that  a  great  and 
Superfluous  quantity  of  Lead  was  taken  at  I'icon- 
deroga.  It  is  an  article  much  wanted  here.  If 
that  lead  should  be  with  you  and  you  can  conveni- 
ently load  this  Wagon  back  with  a  parcel  of  it  we 
shall  be  much  obliged  and  will  be  accountable  for 
the  Same. 

"We  are,  Gentlemen, 

"Your  !Most  Ob'  Humble  Servants. 
"Signed,  by  order  of  Committee, 

"  B.  Franklin,  Pres'.'' 

Resoh'cd,  That  the  following  order  be  sent  to  the 
Captain  of  the  City  Watch  for  this  night,  to  wit: 

"Sir, — On  your  watch  this  night  you  are  to  take 
in  Charge  Alexander  White  and  three  other  persons 
in  Confinement  with  liim  and  to  order  that  strict 
care  be  taken  that  said  prisoners  do  not  escape. " 

The  Committee,  about  half  an  hour  a''ter  ten,  re- 
ceived a  note  from  the  Commissioners  of  Indian 
Affairs,  that  they  are  to  open  the  Treaty  with  the 
Six  Nations  about  eleven  o'clock  in  Yonkers  Street, 
back  of  the  Dutch  Church,  and  request  our  attend- 
ance and  that  of  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the 
Town.  This  Committee,  though  taken  by  sur- 
prise. Resolved  immediately  to  attend,  and  the  Bell 
man  was  sent  to  apprise  the  inhabitants  who  might 
wish  to  attend. 

Long  Speeches  by  an  Oneida  Chief  in  behalf  of 
the  Six  Nations  were  made,  declaring  their  good 
feelings  and  intention^,  and  their  purpose  to  live 
up  to  the  old  Treaties  of  Peace. 

Arvin  Montague  Morris  was  brought  before  this 
board,  suspected  to  be  inimical  to  the  American 
Cause;  and",  upon  examination,  he  could  not  give  a 
proper  account  of  himself;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  he  be  sent  to  the  Camp  and 
there  remain  till  further  orders. 

Received  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Tryon 
County,  expressing  Satisfaction  that  White,  Clement 
and  Brown  were  held  as  prisoners,  as  there  is  much 
evidence  that  they  are  enemies  to  the  Common 
Cause. 

Henry  Ten  F.yck.  Sheriff  of  the  City  and  Countv 
of  Albany,  being  called  before  this  board  to  tell 
who  was  the  plaintitT  in  the  suit  upon  which  Alex- 
ander White,  P'.sq. ,  is  in  custody,  said  that  Abraham 
C.  Cuyler  was  the  PlaintitT,  and  John  Hansen  the 
Attorney. 

By  a  return  of  the  Field  Officers  for  the  District  of 
Rensselaerwyck,  the  following  persons  were  rec- 
ommended for  the  four  Battalions,  to  wit:  Abra- 
ham Ten  Broeck,  Colonel-in-Chief;  Francis  Nicol, 
Lieutenant-Colonel;  Henry  Quackenbush,  Barent 
Staats,  Majors;  John  Quackenbush,  Adjutant;  Cliris- 
topher  Lansingh,  Quartermaster. 

Second  Batlalion. — Killian  Yan  Rensselaer,  Col- 
onel; John   H.    Beeckman,    Lieutenant-Colonel  ; 


Cornelius  \'an  Beuren,  Jacob  C.  Schermerhorn, 
Majors;  jacob  \'an  Der  Poel,  Adjutant;  John  A. 
!  Lansingh,  Quartermaster. 

!  Third  Battalinn. — Stephen  Schuyler,  Colonel; 
.  Gerrit  Yan  Der  Bergh.  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Peter 
'  C.  Schuyler,  \'olkert  Veeder,  ^Majors:  Maas  Yan 
i  V^ranken,  Adjutant:  Francis  Marshall,  Quarter- 
i  master. 

Fiiurlh  Baltaliuu. — Stephen  J.  Schuyler,  Colonel; 
Henry  K.  Yan  Rensselaer,  Lieutenant-Colonel; 
Philip  De  Freisto,  John  J.  Fonda,  [Majors:  Yolkert 
Oothout.  Adjutant;  Jacob  Yan  Alstyne,  Quarter- 
master. 

The  abo\e  persons  were  Approved  of  by  tliis 
Board. 

\  The  Officers  aiipointed  by  this  Board  to  the  City 
j  Regiment  are  as  follows: 

Jacob  Lansingh,  Colonel:  Derek  Ten  Broeck, 
T,ieutenant-Colf 'nol :  Hcnrv  Wendell,  Abraham 
H.  Cuyler,  Majors;  \'o!kert  A.  Douw,  Adjutant; 
Ephraim  Yan  Yeghten,  Quartermaster. 

The  Provincial  Congress  dissolved  October  14. 
,   1775,  recommending  the  Election  of  Depudes  to 
j  form  a  new  Congress.    The  General  Committee  of 
I  the  City  and  County  of  Albany  also  resolved  tliat 
j  they  be  dissolved  the  21st  day  of  December.  1775. 
]      An  Election  was  accordingly  held  on  Tuesday, 
I  November  7,  1775,  at  which  the  following  persons 
j  were  Elected  as  Delegates  to  the  New  Provincial 
Congress:    Leonard   Gansevoort,   Abraliaili  Ten 
;  Broeck,  Abraham  \'ates.  Jun. ,  Jacob  Cuyler.  Fran- 
cis Nichol,  Robert  ^'ates,  Henry  Glen,  Peter  ,Syl- 
!  vester,   Peter  B.   Livingston,   John  J.  Bleecker, 
Henry  Oothout,  and  Robert  Yan  Rensselaer. 

This  Committee  do  hereby  declare  the  said  per- 
sons to  be  duly  elected,  and  that  they,  or  any  five  of 
them,  represent  this  City  and  County  in  the  next 
Provincial  Congress. 

January  20,  i77''i — The  Committee  to  enquire 
for  a  proper  place  to  confine  such  persons  as  are 
inimical  to  American  Liberty,  Report  that  there  are 
two  rooms  in  the  Fort  in  this  City  which  might  be 
repaired  with  little  expense  for  said  persons;  there- 
fore 

I      Resolved,  That  General  Schuyler  be  requested 

I  to  fit  the  upper  room  in  said  Fort. 

I      Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  this  County 

I  Condole  the  Death  of  the  brave  General  Richard 

I  Montgomery,  by  wearing  each  a  crape  around  their 

I  arms  for  six  weeks  from  this  day  successively. 

I      February    7th — Fifty-eight    members  present. 

John  Barclay,  President  pro  tern.  George  Ramsey 
i  having  been  sent  from  Schenectady,  charged  with 
I  calling  persons  in  favor  of  .\merican  Liberty.  Rebels: 
1  Resolved,  That  the  said  Ramsey  be  disarmed  and 
j  Stand  Committed  until  he  enter  into  Bond  in  the 
1  Sum  o{  £zoo,  with  suliicient  sureties,  for  his  fu;ure 
I  good  behavior.  Joseph  Kingsly  was  also  charged 
I  with  the  same  oltensc,  and  was  dealt  with  in  the 
I  same  manner. 

I  March  i4th — Resolved.  That  no  person  or  per- 
I  sons  be  permitted  to  move  into  or  settle  in  this 
'  C<">unty,  unless  he  or  they  bring  a  Certificate  from 
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the  Committee  of  the  Count)-  or  district  from  which 
they  claim  that  they  had,  prior  to  this  resolve, 
signed  the  association  recommended  by  Congress, 
and  had  in  all  things  behaved  in  a  manner  becom- 
ing to  Friends  of  American  Freedom. 

April  iith — The  following  is  the  form  of  parole 
in  use  at  this  time. 

"I  do  promise,  on  the  word  and  honor  of  a 
Soldier  and  gendeman.  that  I  will  hold  no  manner 
of  correspondence  or  conversation  on  Political 
Matters  with  any  person  or  persons  that  are  in- 
imical to  measures  now  pursued  by  the  United 
Colonies  of  America;  and  that  I  will  not  depart 
the  bounds  of  the  District  of  Coxackie  without 
leave  of  the  Committee  of  the  said  district. 

"  J.vMEs  Hewetson.  ' 

May  3d — Messrs.  Rutger,  Bleecker  and  Dr. 
Joseph  Young  were  named  a  Committee  to  en- 
courage the  culture  of  Hemp,  Flax  and  Wool:  also 
the  making  of  Sturgeon  Oil  to  supply  the  place  of 
Whale  Oil,  in  view  of  the  Stoppage  of  the  Whale 
Fisheries. 

May  8th — John  Boyd  Confessed  to  selling 
Bohea  Tea  for  7  6  per  pound.  Contrary  to  Resolu- 
tion of  Continental  Congress.  That  others  did  it, 
was  his  excuse. 

Resolved.  That  the  said  John  Boyd  has  violated 
the  Resolution,  and  ought  to  be  considered  an 
Enemy  to  the  American  Cause:  and  it  is  recom- 
mended that  all  persons  break  otf  all  intercourse 
with  said  Boyd. 

Absalam  Woodworlh  was  also  convicted  of  same 
offense,  and  was  punished  in  the  same  manner. 

A  Resolution  passed  some  weeks  ago  to  disarm 
all  disloyal  persons.  The  following  is  the  Warrant 
for  so  doing  : 

"Sir, — You  are  hereby  required  and  Commanded 
forthwith  to  proceed  to  the  houses  of  Abraham 
C.  Cuyler,  John  Van  Allen,  Stephen  De  I.ancey, 
Gysbert  Fonda,  John  Monier,  and  William  Shep- 
herd, there  to  receive  and  take  all  their  Arms  and 
Ammunition,  Side  arms  excepted;  for  which  arms, 
etc.,  you  are  to  give  a  receipt.  And  bring  said  arms, 
etc.,  to  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee  without 
delay.  And  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  your  War- 
rant. " 

The  number  of  troops  furnished  by  Albany 
County  for  General  Schuyler,  in  Canada,  was  : 

East  Manor,  Rensselaerwyck,  75;  West  District, 
Rensselaerwyck,  75:  Claverach  and  King  s  District, 
150;  East  Camp  and  Grote  Imboght.  New  York, 
75;  Half  Moon,  Balston  and  Saratoga,  Canada,  75; 
Albany,  Schohary,  Coxackee  and  Kinderkook,  75. 

Henry  Marselis  was  made  Captain  of  Company 
raised  in  Albany  City,  Schenectady;  Coxackee  and 
Schohary,  to  reinforce  Continental  Army  in  Canada; 
Benjamin  C.  Dubois,  First  Lieutenant;  John  Van 
Antwerp,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Resolved,  That  Henry  K.  Van  Rensselaer  be  ap- 
pointed Major  of  the  Company  of  Militia  for  the 
County  for  Service  in  N'ew  York. 

Peter  Van  Rensselaer  was  appointed  Captain  of 
Company  raised  in  Claverack;  Christopher  C.  Mil- 


j  ler,  First  Lieutenant:  Wilhelmus  Philips,  Second 
I  Lieutenant. 

!  July  1st — Committee  appointed  Oflicers  of 
;  Battalion,  raised  in  Albany,  Tryon,  Cliarlotte, 
j  Cumberland  and  Gloucester  Counties  as  fullows: 
I  Cornelius  Van  Dyck,  Colonel;  BarentS.  Ten  Eyck, 
i  Major;  John  Shepardson,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
i  July  17th — Received  a  letter  from  Abraham 
I  Yates,  Junior,  Robert  Yates  and  Matthew  Adgate, 
j  dated  White  Plains,  14th  instant,  enclosing  the 
Declaration  of  the  United  States  of  America; 
I  declaring  the  Said  United  States  free  and  inde- 
j  pendent;  also  the  resolutions  of  the  Representa- 
!  tives  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  consequence 
■  thereof, 

j      Received  a  letter  from  John  Rogers,  one  of  the 
I  Committee  of  Saratoga,  dated  nth  instant,  com- 
!  plaining  that  the  Small  Pox  is  very  prevalent  in 
said  district. 

[  Julv  1 8th — Resolved,  That  die  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence be  published  and  declared  in  this 
j  City  to-morrow  at  Eleven  0"Clock  at  this  place,  and 
I  that  Colonel  Van  Schaick  be  requested  to  order 
the  Continental  Troops  in  this  City  to  Appear  under 
I  Arms  at  the  place  aforesaid;  and,  further,  that  the 
I  Captains  of  the  Several  [Militia  Company  in  this 
I  city  be  requested  to  Warn  the  Persons  belonging  to 
!  their  respective  Companies,  to  appear  at  the  place 
!  aforesaid,  and  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Much  iif  the  time  of  the  Committee  during  their 
Sessions  was  consumed  in  the  apprehension,  con- 
viction, and   punishment  of  disaffected  and  dis- 
I  loyal  persons,  of  whom  there  was  a  great  number. 
I  The  "  Tory  Gaol  "  in  the  City  Hall  was  fdled  with 
them,  and  the  list  was  constantly  increasing. 

Expenses  increased  rapidly  for  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  supplies,  and  it  was  found  diflicult  to  pay 
I  the  soldiers  with  sufficient  regularity  to  prevent 
\  great  discontent.  The  labor  of  the  Committee  was 
'  very  perplexing  and  arduous  at  this  time. 
'  August  3d — Samuel  Stephenson  is  hereby  dis- 
charged  of  being  Keeper  of  the  Tory  Gaol,  and 
'  Volkert  Dawson  is  appointed  in  his  room. 

Re.u>h:cd.   That  John  A.   Bratt  and  Alexander 
Baldwin  be  appointed  Captain  for   the  Ranger 
;  Companies;    and  Marte   ^'an   Bcuren.  John  B. 
;  Marselis,  Michael  Jackson  and  John  Jost  Sidney, 
Lieutenants    for    said    Company    and  Stephen 
'  Lush,   Captain  fir  the  Company  to  guard  the 
!  stores  in  Albany,  and  Gerritt  Staats  and  Jacr'b  J. 
Lansing,  Lieutenants. 

August  17th — The  Association  Company  elected 
Andrew  Douw,  Captain,  and  Peter  Van  Bergen, 
Pmsign. 

\  Rev.  Harry  Munro,  Rector  of  St.  Peter's.  Al- 
bany, requested  a  pass  to  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia, which  was  refused  by  the  Committee  in 

\  the  following  words: 

I  Resolved,  That  the  Chairman  acquaint  you.  the 
said  Munro,  that  this  Board  cannot,  consistent 
I  with  their  duty,  grant  his  request,  as  the  ver}'  Idea 
j  of  a  pass  is  to  recommend  the  person  having  it  to 
i  the  public  as  a  Friend  to  the  Cause  and  right  of 
i  .\merica,  and  that  thc\  extremely  lament  that  they 
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have  it  not  in  their  power  to  give  him  such  a  rec- 
ommendation, as  they  are  ignorant  tliat  he  i)as 
ever  manifested  himself  such  a  friend  in  any  one 
instance  since  the  Commencement  of  the  present 
unhappy  Contest. 

Captain  John  Williams  was  appointed  Captain  of 
a  Company  of  75  men  to  be  drafted  out  of  the 
Militia  of  this  County  to  reinforce  the  Fortresses  in 
the  Highlands. 

September  29th — This  board  being  informed  that 
a  Company  of  Colonel  Van  Dyck's  Regiment  had 
deserted. 

Resolved,  that  a  letter  be  prepared  for  General 
Schuyler  on  the  subject,  which  was  done. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  Eight  Shillings 
for  the  three  first  pair  of  two-threaded  Stockings 
that  shall  be  knitted  in  one  family. 

October  2 2d — Jonathan  N.  Mallory  is  hereby 
appointed  Surgeon  to  Colonel  Peter  Van  Ness, 
Regiment  of  ]\Iilitia. 

Resolved,  That  any  Negro  ]Man  Slave  within  the 
Manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  who  shall  be  found  from 
his  Master's  house  after  Six  o'clock  in  the  Evening 
without  a  permit  from  his  master  or  mistress,  he 
shall  be  immediately  apprehended  and  receive 
Corporal  punishment. 

November  26th — Resolved.  That  John  Barclay 
be  appointed  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  Mat- 
thew Visscher,  Clerk,  and  Jacob  Kidney,  r^Iessenger. 

Pursuant  to  a  resolvent  of  the  8th  instant,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  following  persons  are  duly  Elected 
for  the  space  of  Si.x  months  from  the  first 
day  of  December  next,  unless  sooner  disbanded 
by  the  Convention  of  this  State. 

The  resolution  of  the  8th  instant  was  as  follows: 

Whereas,  The  time  limited  by  the  good  people  of 
this  County  for  the  present  Committee  to  serve,  ex- 
pires in  the  County  this  4th  Tuesday  of  this  month; 
and 

Whereas,  Ihe  Representatives  of  this  State  in 
Convention  have  been  inevitably  prevented  from 
forming  a  Government  for  this  State,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  another  Committee  be  elected  in  this 
County  for  the  Spac^  of  Six  months: 

Resolved,  That  the  Election  in  the  several  dis- 
tricts in  this  Count}'  be  held  on  the  3d  Tuesdav 
of  November. 

There  were  elected  from  the  P^irst  Ward,  9 
members;  Second  ^^"ard,  9  members;  Third  Ward, 
9  members;  Manor  of  Rensselaer,  20  members; 
Schoharry,  6  members;  Grote  Imboght,  5  mem- 
bers; Ballston,  5  members;  Hosick,  12  members; 
Coxackie,  6  members;  German  Camp,  4  mem- 
bers; Schagtikocke,  10  members;  IManor  of  Liv- 
ingston, 10  members;  Half  Moon,  7  members; 
Saratoga,  7  members;  Schenectady,  11  members; 
Cambridge,  9  members;  Kings,  8  members;  Clav- 
erack,  12  members. 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  of  the  Countv 
meet  every  Fortnight  in  the  City  Hall,  on  Tuesday, 
and  that  at  least  one  member  from  each  District 
attend. 

Resolied,  As  theopinion  of  this  Committee,  there 
be  allowed  one  Shilling  per  day  for  the  first  five 


da_\s  the  militia  supplied  themselves  with  pro- 
visions on  the  late  alarm  to  the  northward,  and 
that  for  the  remainder  no  more  than  eight  pence 
halfpenny  be  allowed. 

November  30th — General  Gates  laid  before  this 
I  Board  a  letter  .from  the  President  of  the  Conven- 
!  tion  of  this  State  to  the  Hon"''  Major-General 
I  Schuyler,  desiring  him  to  take  the  management  of 
;  obstructing  Hudson  River,  which  the  Committee 
'  had  resolved  upon,  desiring  the  opinion  of  this 
Board  whether  same  ought  to  be  forwarded  bv  Ex- 
;  press  to  His  Honor,  which  is  hereby  ordered  to 
I  be  done. 

I  December  ioih~Reso/ve<l,  That  a  permit  be 
j  granted  to  Lady  John  Johnson  to  go  to  Fish  Kills, 
j  in  order  to  apply  for  a  pass  to  New  York. 
1  December  31st — General  Schuyler  applies  to  this 
,  Board  for  assistance  in  procuring  blankets  for 
'  Colonel  \'an  Schaick's  and  Colonel  Gansevoort's 
I  Regiments.  Committees  were  appointed  to  obtain 
'  the  same  from  the  inhabitants  of  Albany  and  Sche- 
nectady. 

January  21,  1777 — Resolved,  That  every  person 
who  shall  offer  anything  for  Sale  for  a  less  sum 
in  Gold  or  Silver  than  in  Continental  or  other 
paper  money  now  passing  currently,  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  a  Depredator  of  the  paper  Currency,  and 
treated  accordingly,  and  that  any  Person  who  shall 
refuse  to  take  the  same  shall  be  treated  in  like 
manner. 

February  3d — Resolved.  That  the  Deputies  of 
this  County  in  Convention,  be  instructed  to  use 
'  their  influence  to  have  General  Schuyler  appointed 
one  of  the  Delegates  to  reitresent  this  State  in  Con- 
tinental Congress. 

February  icih —  Whereas,  The  great  number  of 
'  persons  keeping  taverns  or  Tipling  houses,  many 
!  of  whom  are  disaffected  and  there  is  reason  to 
j  belie\'e  they  have  influenced  many  Soldiers  to  quit 
;  the  Service:  be  it 

Resolved,  That  no  person  or  persons  shall  con- 
\  tinue  or  set  up  a  Tavern  in  any  District  in  the  City 
,  or  Coun  y  of  Albany  without  a  license  or  permit 
for  the  same,  under  penalty  of  ^"50  fine. 

March  \\\\— Resolved.  That  the  Committee  of 
'  each  respective  District  within  this  County  do  ap- 
point and  assign  fit  and  suitable  places  in  their  said 
Districts  for  Inoculating  Hospitals,  and  that  the 
said  Committee  use  all  the  precautions  to  prevent 
the  spreading  of  the  Small  Pox. 

The  Committee  are  informed  that  Mr.  Waters, 
who  has  hired  the  house  now  occupied  by  Colonel 
Philip  P.  Schuyler,  intends  to  inoculate  his  family 
upon  his  ha\  ing  moved  them  to  said  House.  The 
Committee  being  sensible  that  by  such  conduct 
I  the  infection  will  spread  among  the  Continental 
Troops;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Waters  be  strictly  forbid 
;  to  inoculate  his  tamily  as  aforesaid,  on  pain  of  for- 
;  feiting  the  sum  of  ;^500. 

Ordered,  That  Jacob  Kidney  is  hereliy  appointed 
i  Gaoler  in  place  of  Samuel  Loadman. 
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Resolved,  That  all  oflicers  in  this  County  bclony- 
ini;  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  at  either  full  or 
haff-pay,  be  sent  for:  and.  on  their  appearance,  that 
thev  be  sent  to  the  Convention  of  this  State,  Re- 
questing them  to  have  them  exchanged ,  or  ordered 
to  such  ]ilace  that  they  may  do  no  injury  in  ihis 
country. 

March  17th — Resolved,  That  Marten  Halenbeck 
be  and  is  hereby  ordered  to  desist,  from  the 
receipt  hereof,  from  Keeping  Public  House, 

jacobus  Houghtaling,  \vho,  some  time  since 
made  his  escape  from  Jaol,  being  now  busy  enlist- 
ing men  for  the  service  of  the  Enemy,  and  being  a 
dangerous  person  to  the  Liberties  of  America: 

Resolved,  That  ]Major  Volkert  Veeder  be  re- 
quested to  order  the  said  Houghtaling  to  be  ar- 
rested and  put  in  Close  Confinement  till  the  further 
order  of  this  Committee. 

April  nth — Resolved,  That  Jacob  Kidney  be 
and  he  is  hereby  ordered  every  Sunday  during  i 
Divine  service  to  Patrol  the  Streets  of  this  City  and 
quell  all  riots  and  disturbances,  and  keep  the 
inhabitants  of  this  City  and  others  to  behave 
decent,  for  which  services  he  shall  be  allowed  4 
per  day. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Van  Scliaick  be  requested 
to  desire  Captain  Finch  to  send  out  a  scouting 
party  towards  the  Salt  Springs,  in  order  to  discover  : 
a  plot  which  it  is  conceived  is  making  head  in 
that  part  of  the  Countr}-. 

April  1 8th — Colonel  Schuyler  reported  that  a 
certain  person  who  liad  given  information  against 
certain  disafiected  persons,  was  threatened  to  such 
a  degree  that  the  Committee  of  the  ]\Ianor  of  ' 
Rensselaerwyck  had  agreed  to  remove  him  and  his 
family  to  a  place  of  safety,  and  that  they  also  en- 
gaged to  repay  the  man  any  damages  he  might 
sustain. 

Unanimously  approved. 

Christian  Smith,  a  person  who  has  been  employed  ' 
in  discovering  the  designs  of  our  internal  Enemies, 
having  discharged  his  duties  with  faithfulness  and  : 
success:  I 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  pay  said  Smith  ' 
Eight  Pounds  for  his  Services.  ' 

May  4th — The  Committee  having  undoubted 
evidence  that  Peter  S.  Van  Alstyne  and  Isaac  Van 
Der  Pool  are  the  Ringleaders  of  the  Conspiracy  at  I 
Kinderhook,  and  that  the  said  Van  Alstyne  and 
Van  Der  Pool  have  lately  headed  a  party  who  fired 
upon  and  wounded,  a  certain  Gose  Van  Beuren,  1 
who  had  in  his  custody  a  prisoner:  I 

Resolved,  Thereupon,  that  a  reward  of  one  hun-  ■ 
dred  Dollars  shall  be  paid  by  this  Committee  to  ' 
such  person  or  persons  who  shall  take  the  said  Van  ! 
Alstyne,  or  Van  Der  Pool,  dead  or  alive.  ! 

Resolved,  That  an  order  issue  to  the  Treasurer  to  ; 
pay  unto  Edward  Davis,  or  order,  one  hundred 
dollars,  for  his  services  in  discovering  a  number  of  ' 
Conspirators. 

May  19th — Abram  Yates  having  received  from 
the  Committee  of  this  State  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
pounds:  1 


Resolveil.  The  same  be  paid  to  Gerrit  Lan^inL^ 
lun',  the  Treasurer  to  this  Committee. 

June  3d — The  names  of  the  new  Committee 
Elected  were  announced. 

Resdh  ed,  Th.it  John  Barclay  be  appointed  Oiair- 
man:  Matthew  Visscher,  Secretary;  Gerrit  Lansing. 
Jun',  Treasurer;  James  Kidney,  Messenger,  and 
be  paid  6  per  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  Keepers  of  the  Gaols  in  this 
City  be  immediately  ordered  to  make  out  lis's  of  the 
names  of  the  prisoners  confined  therein,  and  deliver 
the  Keys  of  the  s.iid  Gaols,  with  the  lists  aforesaid, 
to  Henrv  J.  ^\'endell,  the  Sheriff  of  this  County. 

June  19th — Resolved,  That  the  public  records 
of  this  City  and  County  be  delivered  into  the  hands 
of  Leonard  Gansevoort,  Esq. 

Abraham  C.  Van  Allen  having,  since  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  declared  himself  a  subject  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Abraham  C.  Van  Allen 
be  immediately  apprehended  and  put  in  Close 
Confinement. 

From  a  letter  of  David  ]\IcCarthy  and  William 
Adamson,  it  appears  that  Conradt  A  Ten  F>ck, 
after  taking  the  oath  of  Allegiance,  has  drank  Dam- 
nation to  the  Congress,  and  beat  and  abused  the 
wife  of  the  said  Adamson.  The  said  Ten  Eyck 
upon  his  appearance  confessed  the  same;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  he  be  confmed  till  Monday 
next. 

The  foregoing  are  given  as  specimens  of  the 
work  that  largely  engaged  the  Committee;  from 
one  to  a  score  of  such  disloyal  persons  being  ar- 
rested and  brought  before  them  almost  every  day. 

Colonel  Hay,  Deputy  Quarter  Master,  appeared 
before  this  Committee  and  informed  them  that  the 
public  business  is  impeded  for  want  of  a  bellows  to 
carry  on  the  Black  Smith's  business,  and  suggested 
that  Flarmen  \zn  Der  Zee  had  one  he  seldom  or 
never  used. 

Resolved,  That  if  said  Van  Der  Zee  does  not 
comply  with  the  request  to  sell  the  same.  Colonel 
Hay  shall  seize  the  Bellows,  and  have  the  same 
apprized  by  two  indiflerent  persons,  and  pay  such 
value  to  the  said  Van  Der  Zee. 

Owing  to  the  great  want  of  lead  and  the  scarcity 
of  the  same,  the  Committee  resorted  to  the  follow- 
ing as  one  source  of  supply: 

Resolved,  That  'Sir.  Isaac  D.  Fonda  be  requested 
to  attend  the  Quarter  !Master  General,  or  any  of  his 
Deputies,  in  taking  all  the  lead  out  of  the  Cesh  Win- 
dows in  the  houses  in  and  about  this  City,  and  that 
he  use  all  the  Caution  in  his  power  to  prevent  any 
Damage  being  done  to  the  Window  Ceshes,  etc.. 
etc.,  by  the  means  aforesaid. 

July  30th — Daniel  Campbell  and  John  Sanders, 
c>f  Schenectady,  were  arrested  for  refusing  to  take 
continental  money. 

August  4th —  Whereas,  The  approach  of  the  Ene- 
my to  the  northward  has  caused  a  number  of  families 
from  this  County  to  move  into  this  City,  and  a 
number  having  .Milch  Cows  and  no  pastures  to  put 
them  in,  and  it  being  suggested  to  this  Board  that 
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Edward  and  Ebenezer  Jessup  (who  are  gone  over 
to  the  Enemy)  have  a  large  tract  of  pasture  land 
near  the  City: 

Therefore,  The  said  fainiHes  are  hereby  empow- 
ered to  put  their  Cows  into  the  said  pasturage,  under 
the  inspection  of  CorneHus  Van  Deusen,  who  will 
permit  families  of  eight  or  more  persons  to  put  in 
two  cows;  of  less  than  eight,  one  cow. 

August  icth — Resolved,  That  all  inhabitants  of 
this  State,  who  have  tied  to  this  City  for  proteclion, 
and  have  no  houses  to  put  their  families  in,  are 
hereby  empowered  to  use  such  empty  houses  in 
this  City  as  they  can  find. 

Messrs.  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer  and  Matthew 
Visscher,  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
accounts  of  Gerrit  Lansing,  Jun',  Treasurer,  report. 
That  he  has  produced  Receipts  for  the  Sum  of 
/"8, 658. 18.3  and  that  said  Treasurer  ought  to  be 
discharged  therefrom. 

The  said  report  is  hereby  confirmed,  and  the 
said  Treasurer  may  retain  in  his  hands  the  sum  of 
/"85.11.3,  as  a  compensation  for  his  trouble. 

Adam  Helmer,  having,  at  the  risque  of  his  life, 
come  out  of  Fort  Schuyler  to  give  information: 

Resolved,  That  he  be  paid  ten  pounds  as  com- 
pensation. 

Colonel  Mymlei  t  Roseboom  is  hereby  appointed 
to  provide  and  issue  provisions  to  such  Persons — 
Refugees — who  are  not  able  to  support  themselves. 

August  14th — By  minutes  of  diis  date,  it  ap- 
pears that  Leonard  Gansevoort  was  directed  by  a 
resolution  of  the  ist  instant  to  proceed  to  Kingston, 
and  there  deposit  the  Records  of  the  City  and 
County  of  Albany. 

Resolved,  That  two  Companies  of  Rangers  be 
raised  and  put  under  command  of  Captains  Robert 
Woodworth  and  George  White,  to  quell  Robberies 
and  disloyally  in  different  parts  of  this  County,  the 
officers  to  receive  Continental  pay. 

August  21st — Patroon's  Island  and  the  farm  of 
Courtlandt  Schuyler,  deceased,  were  designated  as 
pasture  land  for  cattle  of  refugees. 

August  27th — The  house  of  James  ?*Iather,  who 
was  ordered  to  leave  the  city,  and  take  his  family 
and  affects  with  him,  was  this  day  rented  to  Abra- 
ham Bloodgood,  a  good  and  loyal  citizen. 

August  30th — John  Abbott  was  appointed  to 
keep  the  town  clock  in  repair. 

September  2d — Resolved.  That  the  following 
persons,  with  their  families,  be  stnt  to  the  Enemy 
in  case  General  Gates  should  approve  of  the 
measure.  [^Irs.  Abraham  C.  Cuyler.  Henry 
Cpyler,  and  several  others  are  named.  I 

Whereas,  The  Legislative  Body  of  this  State  are 
ordered  to  Convene  at  Kingston,  and  a  Council  of 
appointment  will  be  chosen  by  ballot  from  the 
Senate  to  appoint  persons  to  till  the  different  civil 
offices  in  this  State:  and  as  the  Council  may  not  be 
fully  acquainted  with  capable  persons  in  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  this  County  to  fill  the  ditferent  otfices; 

Resoh  ed,  '1  hat  it  be  recommended  to  the  Commit- 
tees of  the  different  Districts  to  consult  with  their 
Constituents,  and  inform  the  Council  of  the  names 


I  of  such  persons  as  they  think  most  suitable,  that  if 
:  they  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Council  they 
I  may  be  appointed  accordingly. 
!  September  2 2d — A  letter  from  General  Gales 
I  states  that  he  e.xpects  General  Burgoynewill  speed- 
I  ily  endeavor  to  come  to  Albany. 

September  2yth — Res<dved.  That  Doctor  Mal- 
:  achi  Treat  be  empowered  to  take  into  his  posser^sion 

the  house  of  Abraham  C.  Cuyler  for  the  Wounded 

and  Sick  Officers, 
i      October  9th  he  was  authorized  to  use  any  un- 
I  tenanted  houses  for  hospital  purposes, 
j      Captain  ]\IcAlpine   having  gone   over  to  the 
I  Enemy,  his  furniture,  farming  utensils  and  Cattle 

■  were  seized  and  sold  for  the  public  good. 

j  September  22 — -]\Irs.  Cuyler,  wife  of  Abraham 
I  C.  Cuyler,  formerly  Mayor  of  this  City,  applied  for 
'  a  permit  to  mo\'e  to  New  York  Cit_\'. 
I  Rcsidved.  That  said  permit  be  granteil  on  con- 
I  dition  that  she  goes  at  her  own  expense  and  de- 
[  livers  an  inventory,  under  oath,  of  all  the  effects  she 
j  was  in  possession  of  at  the  time  her  and  husband 
i  went  over  to  the  Enemy,  and  where  such  elTects 
I  can  be  found. 

Resolved,  That  the  ReV'  Samuel  Swertteger 
I  be  liberated  from  confinement  upon  his  entermi^ 

into  Bond  in  the  sum  of  $500  for  his  future  good 

behavior. 

November  6th —  Whereas,  This  Committee  stands 
indebted  to  many  persons  who  are  in  great  Distress 
j  for  want  of  the  money,  and  as  the  State  Treasury  is 
\  in  a  low  state: 

j  Resolved,  That  application  be  made  to  the  Com- 
'  missioners  for  Sequestering  the  Assetts  of  Persons 
!  gone  over  to  the  enemy  in  the  3.[iddle  District  of 
I  this  County,  for  the  said  sum  of  ^'2,000. 
'  Resolved,  That  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.,  be 
requested  to  replace  the  Lead  taken  from  the  win- 
i  dows  of  the  different  houses  in  and  about  this  City. 
1  Resolved,  That  one  hundred  Dollars  be  paid 
!  unto  Major  Ezekiel  Taylor  for  apprehending  one 
,  Jacob  Miller. 

j      Resolved,  That   such  persons  who  require  to 
I  speak  with  any  of  the  prisoners  Confined  in  Gaol, 
I  be  permitted  to  do  so  through  the  hole  in  the  Door, 
in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  the  Gaolers,  and 

■  that  the  Gaoler  be  allowed  by  the  person  desiring  to 
;  Speak  aforesaid,  \  as  compensation  for  his  trouble. 

'  November  19111 — Resolved.  That  a  list  be  made 
j  of  the  wellafi"ected  persons  in  this  District,  and  that 
said  list  be  sent  to  Peter  R.  Livingston,  with  re- 
[  quest  to  deliver  to  the  order  of  the  Chairman  of  this 
I  District  a  quantity  of  salt,  not  exceeding  two  quarts 
'  per  Head. 

Pay  roll  of  Captain  William  Winnes  Company 
I  was  laid  before  this  board,  amounting  to  £20. 17.- 
6^.  which  is  allowed  and  ordered  to  be  paid  for 
services  performed  in  apprehending  a  number  of 
disaffected  persons. 

November  29th — ILirmanua  Ten  Eyck  brought 
;  in  a  charge  of  ^'3  'Oj-  ^o''  freight  on  an  Iron  Stove 
sent  to  Fish  Kill  for  the  use  of  the  Convention  of 
.  this  State.     Ordered  to  be  paid. 
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December  7th — Jeremiah  Vincent  iiaving  some 
time  ago  received  from  tiiis  Committee  the  sum  of 
ten  pounds  to  perform  certain  secret  services,  in- 
stead of  doing  which  he  went  over  to  the  Enemy: 

Resolved,  That  one  of  the  two  Cows  left  on  the  farm 
of  said  Vincent  be  sold  and  a  return  made  of  the 
said  ten  pounds,  and  a  return  made  of  the  over- 
plus to  the  wife  of  the  said  Vincent,  and  that  this 
Committee  dispose  of  the  other  cow. 

December  15th — Resolved,  That  William  Gilli- 
land  be  remanded  to  prison,  as  proof  has  this  day 
been  made  before  this  Board  of  his  further  Inimical 
Conduct  to  the  United  States. 

1778 — Election  of  New  Committee  was  held 
throughout  the  County  of  Albany,  January  2,  1778. 

January  6th — It  appearing  to  this  Committee 
that  Daniel  David  and  David  Gibson,  under  the 
sanction  of  power  given  them  by  the  Committee 
of  Sequestration,  have  taken  to  their  own  use,  not 
only  the  property  of  Persons  gone  over  to  the  En- 
emy, but  also  such  persons  as  reside  amongst  us; 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  David  Gibson  and 
Daniel  David  be  apprehended  and  put  in  Close 
Confinement,  unless  they  find  sufficient  surety  for 
their  appearance  before  any  Court  of  Jurisdiction  to 
answer  said  Complaint. 

The  following  Officers  are  hereby  appointed  to 
serve  the  New  Committee,  just  elected  :  John  Bar- 
clay, Chairman  ;  John  M.  Beeckman,  Deputy 
Chairman  ;  Matthew  Visscher,  Secretary  ;  Jacob 
Kidney,  Waiter. 

In  regard  to  holding  a  New  Election  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Cambridge,  The  Committee  are  of  opin- 
ion that  a  new  Election  be  held,  and  will  appoint  a 
day  for  that  purpose.  In  respect  to  the  Discrimina- 
tion of  such  as  are  entitled  to  vote,  this  Committee 
would  rather  submit  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  that 
District ;  at  the  same  time  they  are  of  opinion  that 
many  persons  went  over  to  the  Enemy  through  fear, 
some  through  the  persuasion  of  artful  and  design- 
ing persons,  others  through  the  allurements  of  gain 
and  the  prospect  of  seeing  their  oppressed  country 
in  the  hands  of  its  base  Invaders.  However,  such 
conduct,  be  their  motives  what  they  may,  it  is  a 
conduct  that  will  ever  be  held  in  detestation  by 
every  man  that  is  hred  with  the  love  of  Liberty  or 
attachment  to  his  injured  Country.  Notwithstanding 
the  most  vigorous  efforts  of  those  wretches,  many  of 
whom  have  jilunged  Their  Daggers  in  the  breasts  of 
many  of  Their  Bosom  friends,  we  would  remind 
our  Countrymen  that  the  God  of  Justice  has  de- 
clared Victory  in  our  favor  and  put  many  of  our 
Enemies  in  our  Power.  The  Brave  are  ever  Hu- 
mane. Let  us  now  Convince  our  Enemies  that  we 
seek  not  to  spill  their  blood,  and  that  we  fight  only 
for  that  Liberty  which  God  hath  conferred  upon  us. 
Let  us  now  exercise  Mercy  (one  of  the  .\ttributes 
of  Heaven),  as  far  as  is  consistent  w  ith  the  good 
C)r  safely  of  our  Country,  and  by  acts  of  Clemency 
forgive  our  offending  Brethren,  provided  they  show- 
Signs  of  Contrition  for  their  past  offenses  and  prom- 
ise of  amendment  in  future.      Those  who  have 
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taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  perjured  them- 
selves, or  such  as  have  seduced  others  from  their 
allegiance  to  the  State,  we  are  of  opinion  ought 
not  to  interfere  in  our  Elections. 

January  7th — Resolved,  That  a  subscription  be 
set  on  foot  for  the  use  of  the  Ruined  Settlers  of  our 
Frontiers. 

January  I5lh— The  Committee  appointed  in  the 
Second  Ward  delivered  to  the  Chairman  ^97.  14. 
8,  being  the  Collecdon  made  in  that  Ward  for  the 
use  of  the  poor. 

February  19th — The  military  authorities  having 
authority  to  impress  Teams  and  Sleighs  wherever 
found,  when  they  would  not  hire  voluntarily  for 
that  purpose,  the  farmers  of  the  Surrounding  Coun- 
try feared  to  come  to  the  City,  with  Wood  and  other 
Supplies;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  no  sleighs  or  horses  by  which 
j  fire  wood  and  other  necessaries  are  brought  to  this 
City  shall  be  seized  or  impressed  in  coming  to  or 
going  from  said  City. 

March  i6th — iNIoses  R.  Van  Vranken  confessed 
that  he  had  bought  Butter  for  one  shilling  per 
pound  in  Specie,  and  Sold  it  for  6.  8.  in  Conti- 
j  nental  Currencv,  for  which  he  was  deemed  to  be 
dangerous  to  the  State,  and  put  in  confinement 
till  further  orders. 

March  iSth — Remembrance  Smith  Complained 
to  the  Board  that  he  had  been  fined  f^o  for  selling 
about  two  gallons  of  Rum  Without  License. 

March  24th — Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  Board  that  £t,  per  barrel  for  tar,  delivered  at 
Albany,  is  reasonable,  when  the  persons  making 
the  same  are  excused  from  Military  Duty. 

The  last  entry  in  that  part  of  the  Journal  of  the 
Committee  that  has  been  preserved,  is  under  date 
1  of  June  10,  1778,  as  follows: 

Resolved.  That  Gcrrit  Lansing,  Jun',  John  J. 
Bleecker,  and  Stewart  Dean,  or  any  two  of  them,  be 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  to  ex- 
amine and  audit  the  Accounts  of  this  Board,  and 
that  they  be  allowed  each  20  per  day,  while  in  ac- 
tual serv'ce,  for  their  trouble  and  e.xpense;  and  it  is 
j  furthci 

i      Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  enter  upon 
j  this  necessary  business  with  all  dispatch,  and  that, 
I  immediately  on  the  Completion  thereof,  they  Re- 
port to  this  Board. 

COLONIAL,     PROVINCIAL    AND  CONTI- 
NENTAL ASSEMBLIES. 

We  deem  it  appropriate  to  this  history  to  give 
the  names  of  the  officers  in  these  assemblies,  of 
whatever  class,  that  represented  Albany  County,  and 
some  of  the  local  transactions  in  connection  with 
them. 

I  COLONIAL  CONFER ENXES. 

I      The  first  movement  in  New  York  State,  looking 
I  toward  the  vmion  of  the  colonies  against  the  ag- 
gressions of  the  Crown,  was  made  by  the  New  York 
.\«sembly,  October  17,  1764.     It  adopted  resolu- 
tions approving  the  resolutions  of  the  New  York 
!  City  merchants  relative  to  the  oppressive  Ic.gisla- 
'  tion  of  Parliament,  and  directed  that  a  memorial  be 
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forwarded  to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  assuming 
the  expense  of  urging  it  upon  the  home  govern- 
ment. A  committee  of  six  was  appointed  to  take 
the  matter  in  charge,  of  wiiich  Philip  Livingston,  of 
Albany,  was  Chairman. 

In  1690,  1754  and  1765,  Colonial  Conferences 
were  held.  The  Conference  of  1765  was  called  to 
meet  in  the  City  of  New  York  on  the  first  Tues- 
day of  October  then  next,  to  consult  together  on 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  colonies,  and  the 
difficulties  to  which  they  are  and  must  be  reduced 
by  the  operation  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament  for  levy- 
ing duties  on  the  colonies.  Massachusetts,  Con- 
necticut, Rhode  Island,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  South  Carolina  were 
represented. 

The  Conference  adopted  a  petition  to  the  King, 
prepared  by  Philip  Livingston  ;  another  to  Par- 
liament, by  James  Otis;  and  also  published  a 
"  Declaration  of  Rights  and  Grievances,"  claiming 
the  right  of  taxation  themselves,  the  right  of 
trial  by  jury,  and  the  right  of  petition,  by  John 
Cruger. 

Albany  was  represented  in  this  Conference  by 
Philip  Livingston. 

THE  PROVI^■CIAL    CONVEKTIO.V.     ,  . 

In  March,  1775,  the  several  counties  in  the 
province  of  New  York  elected  deputies  to  a  Pro- 
vincial Consention,  to  be  held  in  the  City  of  New 
York  on  the  20th  of  April,  1775,  for  the  purpose 
of  choosing  delegates  to  represent  the  colony  in  a 
Continental  Congress.  This  Convention  met  at 
the  Exchange,  in  New  York  City,  on  the  day 
appointed.  Albany  was  represented  in  this  Con- 
vention by  Peter  R.  Livingston,  Walter  Livingston, 
Philip  Schuyler,  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Abraham 
Yates,  Jr.  Philip  Livingston,  of  Albany,  was  Pres- 
ident. This  Convention  elected  delegates  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  to  concert  and  determine 
upon  such  measures  as  shall  be  judged  most  effec- 
tual for  the  preservation  of  American  rights  and 
privileges. 

STATE   OR  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESSES. 

These  bodies  were  what  the  Assembly  subse- 
quently became,  the  members  being  elected  in  the 
same  manner.  There  were  four  of  these  Con- 
gresses. The  first  began  in  New  York,  May  22, 
1775,  and  had  three  sessions,  May,  July  and 
October.  The  last  session  adjourned  November 
4th. 

The  Second  Congress  began  November  14, 
1775,  and  adjourned  sine  die.  May  13,  1776. 

The  Third  Congress  convened  May  14,  1776, 
and  adjourned  sine  die,  June  30,  1776. 

The  Fourth  Congress  convened  July  9,  1776, 
and  adjourned  5//;^  (//f,  May  13,  1777. 

The  Delegates  to  these  Congresses  from  Albany 
were  : 

First  Congress. — Robert  Yates,  Abraham  Yates, 
Volkert  P.  Douw,  Jacob  Cuyler,  Peter  Silvester, 
Dirck  Swart,  Walter  Livingston,  Robert  Van 
Rensselaer,  Henry  Glen,  Abraham  Ten  Broeck, 
Francis  Nicoll. 


Second  Congress. — Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Abra- 
ham Yates,  Jacob  Cuyler,  Francis  Nicoll,  Robert 
Yates.  Henry  Glen,  Peter  Silvester,  Peter  R.  Living- 
ston, John  fames  Bleecker,  Leonard  Gansevoort, 
Henry  Oothoudt,  Robert  Van  Rensselaer. 

Third  Congress. — Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Abra- 
ham Yates,  Leonard  Gansevoort,  John  Tayler, 
J\lathew  Adgate,  John  J.  Bleecker,  Peter  R.  Liv- 
ingston, Christopher  Yates,  John  Ten  Broeck, 
Henry  Glen,  Francis  Nicoll. 

Fuiirlh  Co)igress.~—Xhxi\\m\  Yates,  Jr.,  Robert 
Yates,  Robert  Van  Rensselaer,  Matthew  Adgate, 
John  Tayler,  John  Ten  Broeck,  Abraham  Ten 
I3roeck,  John  James  Bleecker,  Jacob  Cuyler, 
Leonard  Ganesvoort,  Peter  R.  Livingston. 

CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 

The  Delegates  from  Albany  County  were:  Session, 
April  20,  1775,  Philip  Schuyler;  Session,  April  13, 
1777,  Philip  Livingston,  Philip  Schuyler;  Session, 
]\Iarch  25,  1778,  Philip  Schuyler;  Session,  October 
16,  1778,  Philip  Schuyler;  Session,  October  18, 
1779,  Philip  Schuyler;  Session,  September  12,  1780, 
Philip  Schuyler;  Session,  October  26,  1781,  Philip 
Schuyler;  Session,  February  3,  17S4,  John  Lan- 
sing, Jr.,  Walter  Livingston;  Session,  October  26, 
1784,  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  Walter  Livingston;  Ses- 
sion, iNIarch  29,  17S5,  Peter  Vv''.  Yates;  Session, 
February  27,  1786,  Peter  W.  Yates;  Session,  Jan- 
uary 26,  1787,  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  Peter  W.  Yates, 
Abraham  Yates,  Jr.;  Se=sion,  February  2,  1788, 
Abraham  Yates,  Jr.,  Leonard  Gansevoort;  Session, 
January  30,  178S,  Abraham  Yates,  Jr. 

CONVENTION  TO  FORM  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Convention  to  form  a  Federal  Constitution 
met  j\Iay  14,  1787.  It  was  composed  of  delegates 
from  all  the  States,  with  the  exception  of  Rhode 
Island.  Its  proceedings  were  secret,  but  an  ac- 
count of  them  was  afterwards  drawn  up  from  ]\Ir. 
Madison's  notes.  George  Washington  was  Presi- 
dent. At  last  a  constituuon  was  agreed  upon,  but 
only  39  of  the  55  delegates  signed  it.  On  Sep- 
tember 17,  1787,  the  new  constitution  was  trans- 
mitted to  Congress,  and  by  it  referred  to  Conven-  ' 
tions  of  the  several  States  for  adoption  or  rejection. 

On  June  17,  1788,  a  Constitutional  Convention, 
called  for  the  purpose  of  deliberating  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  assembled  at 
Poughkeepsie.  It  was  one  of  the  most  important 
bodies  that  ever  met  in  this  State.  George  Clinton, 
Governor  of  the  State,  was  elected  President.  The 
delegates  from  Albany  were  John  Lansing,  Jr., 
Henry  Oothoudt,  Dirck  Swart,  Anthony  Ten  Eyck, 
Israel  Thompson,  Peter  Vrooman,  Robert  Yates. 
The  adoption  of  the  Constitution  was  violendy  op- 
posed, and  the  Convention  was  a  scene  of  animated 
and  at  times  angry  discussion.  But  on  July  26th, 
the  Convention  adopted  and  ratified  the  Constitu- 
tion by  a  vote  of  30  to  27,  seven  members  of  the 
Convention  not  voting.  The  following  members 
from  Albany  voted  against  it:  John  Lansing.  Jr., 
Henry  Oothoudt,  Israel  Thompson,  Robert  Yates. 
The  other  members  from  Albany  did  not  vote. 
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Governor  Clinton,  President  of  the  Convention,  was 
also  opposed  to  the  Constitution. 

The  intclhgcnce  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion was  received  with  great  reioicing  by  the  people 
at  Albany,  and  by  a  vote  of  the  Common  Council 
it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  celebrate  the  event 
in  an  appropriate  manner.  The  Sth  day  of  August 
was  set  apart  for  the  occasion.  Every  trade  and 
profession  united  in  the  jubilee,  forming  an  im- 
posing procession.  A  description  of  the  procession 
and  the  proceedings  occupied  two  pages  of  the 
Albatiy  Gazette  of  August  2Sth.  It  w-as  in  charge 
of  James  Farley,  [Marshal,  and  moved  through 
Watervliet,  Market  (now  Broadway),  to  the  Fed- 
eral Bower,  a  commodious  building  prepared  for 
the  occasion,  standing  on  the  Hights  west  of 
Fort  Frederick,  and  commanding  an  extended  view 
of  the  city.  The  edifice  was  154  feet  long,  44 
feet  wide,  and  raised  on  four  rows  of  pillars  fifteen 
feet  in  hight,  close  wreathed  with  foliage.  Eleven 
arches  were  built  in  front.  Above  the  arches,  em- 
bowered in  festoons  of  foliage,  were  white  oval  me- 
dallions, with  the  names  of  a  ratifying  State  on 
each.  In  this  beautiful  structure  the  dinner  took 
place.  This  over,  the  procession  re-formed  and 
moved  down  State  Street  to  Pearl,  to  Columbia,  to 
North  Market,  to  Court  Streets,  and  into  a  large 
field  south  of  old  Fort  Orange,  where  it  was  dis- 
missed, by  the  marching  away,  at  intervals,  of  the 
respective  divisions. 

When  the  procession  reached  Green  Street,  a 
party  of  opponents  to  the  Constitution  made  an 
attack  upon  it,  and  a  skirmish  ensued.  They  had 
procured  a  loaded  cannon  and  brought  it  to  bear 
upon  the  procession.  One  of  the  assailants  was  in 
the  act  of  discharging  it,  when  Jonathan  Kidney 
sprang  from  the  procession  and  succeeded  in  spik- 
ing the  gun.  A  company  of  cavalry  in  the  proces- 
sion then  charged  upon  the  assailants  and  dispersed 
them. 

There  were  several  outbreaks  in  the  city  growing 
out  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
among  which  was  a  general  ynUee  in  State  Street. 
Among  the  combatants  were  some  of  the  most  em- 
inent men  of  the  times;  canes,  clubs,  and  cobble- 
stones were  used  with  great  freedom,  and  many 
persons  were  more  or  less  injured,  but  fortunately 
none  fatally. 


THE  WAR  OF  181 2. 

This  war  has  been  called  the  Second  War  with 
Great  Britain,  the  Last  War  with  Great  Britain,  and 
the  Second  War  for  Independence.  It  is  usually 
denominated  as  written  at  the  heading.  It  was 
formally  declared  June  19.  181 2,  and  closed  with  a 
treaty  of  peace,  signed  at  Ghent  December  24, 18 14. 
The  brilliant  battle  of  New  Orleans,  fought  under 
Andrew  Jackson,  January  8,  181 5,  occurred  after 
the  treaty  was  made.  It  was  not  a  day  of  cable- 
grams, and  the  news  of  peace  did  not  reach  this 
county  until  February  12th. 

The  English  government  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  issues  of  the  revolutionary  war;  and  was  dis- 
posed to  make  encroachments  upon  what  were 


deemed  national  rights.  Among  other  things  it 
claimed  the  right  to  board  and  search  A.merican 
I  vessels  for  deserting  British  soldiers  and  sailors. 
This  claim  was  exercised  in  a  manner  so  obnoxious, 
as  to  call  for  most  decided  remonstrance  from  our 
Government.  Continued  abuses  of  this  kind  led 
to  open  war. 

The  public  feeling  in  regard  to  the  expediency 
of  this  war  was  far  from  unanimous.  Indeed, 
those  who  took  opposite  sides  in  the  matter  were 
very  bitter  towards  each  other.  No  such  bitter- 
ness probably  has  existed  in  regard  to  any  other 
political  question,  unless  it  be  that  of  slavery, 
since  the  days  of  the  Revolution  of  1776.  The 
Democrats,  as  a  party,  favored  the  war;  the  Fed- 
eralists opposed  it,  mostly  for  commercial  reasons. 
They  were  called  the  war  party  and  the  peace  partv. 
Both,  no  doubt,  were  influenced  by  honest  love  of 
country. 

The  Albany  press  was  divided — Solomon  South- 
wick  conducting  the  Democratic  paper,  called  the 
I  Albany  Register,  and  Charles  R.Webster,  the  Fed- 
eralist paper,  called  the  Albany  Gazette.  It  is  stated 
that,  as  an  exhibition  of  party  feeling,  the  office  of 
the  Gazette  was  threatened  with  destruction  by  the 
more  violent  and  ignorant  democracv  of  that  dav. 
The  public  were  notified  by  the  Gazette  that  everv 
man  connected  with  that  office  was  armed  against 
any  mob,  and  ready  for  resisting  attack  at  any 
moment.  No  attack  was  made.  But  many  a  war 
of  bitter  words  was  fought  at  street  corners  and  in 
public  places,  sometimes  resulting  in  blows.  The 
skirmish  on  State  street.  April  21,  1807,  when  the 
war  controversy  was  raging,  between  those  two 
eminent  cidzens.  Governor  John  Tayler,  Democrat, 
and  General  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer.  Federalist, 
shows  something  of  the  spirit  of  parties  before  and 
during  this  war.  The  trial  that  followed  was  pub- 
lished in  a  pamphlet,  and  is  mentioned  in  -Munsell's 
edition  of  Worth's  "Random  Recollections." 

We  are  sorry  to  be  able  to  give  so  little  explicit 
information  concerning  the  militarv  transactions  in 
Albany  County  during  this  war.  Our  examination 
of  the  newspapers  of  the  time  gives  little  help; 
and  the  Adjutant-General's  office  does  not  con- 
tribute anything  in  regard  to  the  formation  and 
officering  of  companies  and  regiments  for  service. 
This  explains  the  fragmentary  condition  of  this 
article. 

It  is  quite  certain  that  Albanv  Countv  was  deeplv 
interested  in  this  war.  and  furnished  manv  ofricers 
and  men.  We  insert  here  an  alphabetical  list,  taken 
from  the  "Index  of  Awards  on  Claims  of  the 
Soldiers  of  the  War  of  i  Si  2,  as  audited  and  allowed 
by  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector-Generals.''  pursuant 
to  the  Stale  Laws  of  1859,  Chapter  176,  in  the 
hope  that  it  may  lead  some  of  their  descendants 
to  give  us  reliable  information  in  regard  to  their 
services.  This  is  supposed  to  contain  the  names 
of  most  of  the  militia  fr^^^m  Albany  Countv  who 
enlisted  in  this  war. 

Orrin  .Abbott,  .Aibany;  John  Adams,  [r.,  Bct'nle- 
hem;  Joseph  Arkles,  Bethlehem;  .Michael  Artcher. 
Albany;  Chester  Atherton,  Albany;  Ainmiei  Bar- 
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nard,  Albany;  Asabel  S.  Beons,  Albany;  Orange 
Beeman,  Berne;  iNIichael  Belle,  Berne;  Henry 
Bcnn,  Rensselacrville;  George  Benn,  Rensselaer- 
ville;  Daniel  J.  Beyea,  Jerusalem;  Ilarm.mus 
Bleecker,  Jr..  Albany;  Nicholas  Bleecker,  Jr., 
Albany;  Adam  Blessing,  Guilderland;  Garritt  H. 
Bloomingdale,  Albany;  Henry  Bunzer,  Knox; 
Matthew  Boom,  by  widow,  Albany;  William 
Bunzey,  Knox;  Cornelius  Bounds,  Albany;  Joseph 
Bradley,  Berne;  Adrian  Bradt,  Albany;  Henry  P. 
Bradt,  New  Scotland;  John  C.  Bradt,  Albany; 
Salvo  Brintnall,  Albany;  John  Bussy,  Albany; 
Asa  Brown,  Jerusalem;  Richard  Brownell,  Berne; 
Stewart  Bull,  Coeymans;  Abraham  Balson,  Albany; 
Calvin  Butler,  Albany;  Henry  Cacknard,  Coey- 
mans; Daniel  Carliart,  Coeymans;  John  Carr, 
Coeymans;  Henry  Carroll,  Berne;  Daniel  P.  Clark, 
Albany;  William  Campbell,  Watervliet;  Henry 
Chadwick,  Watervliet;  Elisha  Cheesebro,  Guilder- 
land;  Jeremiah  Clute,  Albany;  David  Cole,  Water- 
vliet; Peter  Colburn,  Alban}';  James  Cole,  Cohoes; 
John  Cole,  South  Jerusalem;  Peter  jM.  Conger, 
Watervliet;  William  Crandall,  Rensselacrville; 
Edward  P.  Crary,  Knox;  Frederick  J.  Crounse, 
Guilderland;  Philip  DeForest,  Albany;  James  W. 
Dubois,  West  Troy;  Mardn  Easterly,  Albany; 
Ebenezer  S.  Edgcrton,  Albany;  Peter  V.  B.  El- 
mendorf,  New  Scotland;  Ethel  Enos,  Watervliet; 

C.  F2rtzberger,  Albany;  Ralph  Farnham,  Albany; 
Richard  Filkins,  Berne;  Thomas  Fish,  Albany; 
William  Forby,  Albany;  John  Fraligh,  Westerlo: 
Christopher  P'rederick,  Guilderland;  Luther  Fris- 
bie,  Albany;  William  Fuhr,  Albany;  John  J. 
P'ulton,  Albany;  Joseph  Gallup,  Knox;  Abiel 
Gardner,  Westerlo;  Thomas  S.  Gillet,  Albany; 
Nathan  B.  Gleason,  West  Troy;  Jonathan  Gold- 
waite,  Albany;  Daniel  Green,  Coeymans;  Isaac  F. 
Groesbeck,  Albany;  Abraham  Hagaman,  Albany; 
Oliver  Hastings,  Watervliet;  Aaron  Hawley,  Beth- 
lehem; George  Hawley,  Albany;  Ezra  Haynes, 
Watervliet;  Charles  Hazleton,  Jerusalem;  Jesse 
Helligus,  Berne;  josiah  Hinckley,  jr.,  Westerlo; 
Isaac  Hitchcock,  West  Troy;  William  Holdridge, 
Rensselaerville;  Elias  Holmes,  Coeymans;  John 

D.  Houghtaling,  Albany;  Reuben  Hungerford, 
Berne;  Walter  Huyck,  Westerlo;  Elisha  Ingraham, 
Berne;  Moses  Jay,  Albany;  James  Johnson,  Water- 
vliet; John  Johnson,  Albany;  Daniel  Joshlin,  Berne, 
Albany  County;  I^aniel  Joslin,  Berne;  Sylvanus 
Kelley,  Albany;  John  Lamoreux,  Albany;  Nicho- 
las I.  Lampman,  Albany;  Henry  Lasee,  Water- 
vliet; William  Latta,  New  Scotland;  Daniel  D. 
Lawyer,  Albany;  Jacob  Lewis,  Albany;  Aaron 
Livingston,  Albany;  Jacob  Loatwall,  Albany; 
Charles  Low,  Albany;  Jeremiah  Luther,  Albanv; 
Robert  McGill,  New  Scotland;  Daniel  Mcintosh, 
Albany;  John  Mc^NIicken,  Albany;  Abraham  Mar- 
tin, Albany;  Derrick  r\Iartin,  Berne;  Jacob  Martin, 
New  Scotland;  Henry  T.  ]\Iesick,  Albany;  Thomas 
Mitchel,  Albany;  Moses  blowers,  Jerusalem;  Will- 
iam Muir,  Albany;  John  Myers,  Albany;  John 
Newbury,  ^^'esterlo;  Benjamin  Northrop,  Albany; 
NicliolasOsterhout,  Berne;  PctcrOstcrhout,  Albany; 
Henry  Ostrander,  Jr.,  Guilderland;  Henry  Pad- 
dock, Albany;  Aaron  Palmer,  Albany;   David  D. 


Palmer,  Berne;  Stephenson  Palmer,  Berne;  Anthony 
Pangborn,  Bethlehem;  John  Parker,  Bethlehem; 
Robert  Patten,  Albany;  John  Pier,  2d,  Berne;  Jacob 
Place,  Albany;  Jonas  D.  Piatt,  Albany;  John 
Pru\  n,  Albany;  Adam  Relyea,  Guilderland;  Simon 
Relyca,  Albany;  William  Rhinehart,  Berne;  Jesse 
E.  lloberts,  Watervliet;  James  Robinson,  Albany; 
John  I.  Schermerhom,  Berne;  Henry  I.  Schoon- 
maker,  Bethlehem;  Courtland  Schuyler,  Albany; 
Jacob  Scott,  Albany;  John  Scovell,  Watervliet; 
"William  ScrafTord,  Bethlehem;  Abraham  Severson, 
Albany;  John  N.  Severson,  Guilderland;  William 
Seymour,  Albany;  Israel  Shadbolt,  West  Troy; 
John  F.  Shafer,  Coeymans;  Jacob  Sharp,  Albany; 
Peter  Shafer,  Guilderland;  John  Shouts.  Albany; 
Stephen  Simpson,  Watervliet;  John  Skinkle,  Al- 
bany; James  Sloan,  Berne;  James  Sloan,  West 
Troy;  William  J.  Smith,  Albany;  Peter  H.  Snyder, 
Albany;  John  Spoor,  Albany;  Lewis  Stiman,  Beth- 
lehem; John  Stenkle,  Albany;  Cyrus  Stone,  Wes- 
terlo; John  Stone,  Albany;  George  W.  Swartwout, 
Westerlo;  Peter  Ten  Eyck,  Albany;  Francis  E. 
Thompson,  Albany;  Thomas  Tibits,  Rensselaer- 
ville; William  Truax,  Berne;  John  Turk,  Coeymans; 
Conrad  Turner,  Jerusalem;  David  Turner.  Water- 
vliet; Henry  Turner,  Albany;  Jacob  Turner,  West 
Troy;  John  Uran,  West  Troy;  Cornelius  Van 
Aiken,  Rens.selaerville;  John  Van  Antwerp,  Albany; 
Garret  I.  Vanderberg,  Albany;  Garret  Vanderpool, 
Bethlehem;  Cornelius  Van  Derzee,  Guilderland; 
Peter  Van  Olinda,  Albany:  Cornelius  W.  Vedder, 
Albany;  Ebenezer  C.  Warren,  Albany;  Samuel 
Warner,  New  Scotland;  Joseph  Werden,  Water- 
vliet; Jacob  White,  Albany;  John  Wilda,  Berne; 
Hezekiah  Wilks,  Bethlehem;  Benjamin  Williams, 
Knox;  Henry  Williams,  Knox;  Christian  Willmon, 
Berne;  George  Wilson,  West  Troy. 

] 

The  war  was  largely  fought  at  our  own  doors. 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  known  as  the  "Old  Pa- 
troon,''  a  Federalist,  but  a  firm  patriot  and  of  reso- 
lute bravery  and  great  wealth,  was  appointed  Major- 
General  of  the  Volunteer  Militia,   by  Governor 
Tompkins.  He  proceeded,  in  the  autumn  of  181  2, 
I  as  orde-ed,  to  the  invasion  of  Canada  on  the 
Niagara  frontier.    A  strong  force  of  British  troops 
was  posted,  under  General  Brock,  on  Queenstown 
I  Hights,  opposite  Lewistown.    A  great  battle  was 
fought  here,  October,  13,  181 2.    The  first  attack 
was  made  by  Colonel  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer, 
with  225  men,  in  the  morning  of  that  day.  Bravely 
advancing.  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  was  severely 
wounded  at  the  outset.    Captain  John  E.  Wool, 
afterwards  General  Wool,  of  West  Troy  Arsenal. 
I  pressed  on  as  leader,  and  gained  the  HighLs  by  a 
j  vigorous  assault  of  the  batter\-.     The  British  were 
j  repulsed,  and  the  brave  General  Brock  was  killed 
1  in  attempting  to  retake  the  battery.    Ail  the  efforts 
of  Genera!  Van  Rensselaer  to  bring  reinfv)rcements 
across  the  river  were  resisted  by  a  majority  of  his 
troops,  who  pleaded  that  this  was  not  a  war  of  inva- 
j  sion.    About  a  thousand,  many  of  them  raw  and 
undisciplined,  went  over,  and  were  badly  cut  up  or 
taken  prisoners.    The  General,  disgusted  by  such 
cowardice,  and  by  the  inelTiciency  of  the  service 
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everywhere,  resigned   his  command  October  24, 
18 1 2,  and  returned  to  Albany. 

Among  the  discouragements  of  this  first  year  of 
the  war,  was  the  surrender  of  General  Hull,  at 
Detroit,  August  9di.  He  was  tried  by  court  mar- 
tial at  Albany,  in  1S14,  and  convicted  of  cow- 
ardice, and  sentenced  to  be  hung:  but  was  par-  j 
doned  on  account  of  former  valiant  services  in  the 
Revolution,  and  from  a  conviction  that  his  sur- 
render was  more  the  result  of  over-estimating  the 
force  of  the  enemy,  and  a  humane  desire  to  save 
his  men  from  threatened  Indian  butchery,  than  of 
cowardice. 

There  were  many  battles  fought  along  the  north- 
ern frontier  through  the  war,  some  of  them  over 
the  Canada  borders.  It  seemed  to  be  a  leading 
purpose  of  the  Government  then  in  power  to  sub- 
ject Canada,  as  well  as  to  defend  our  northern 
lakes  from  the  invaders.  Much  service  was  done, 
much  blood  shed.  'I'he  full  record  would  tell  of 
much  daring  bravery  and  noble  patriotism.  We 
have  reason  to  believe  that  Albany  County  soldiers 
were  in  most  of  these  engagements.  Among  them, 
besides  that  of  Queenstown,  were  the  battle  of  Og- 
densburgh,  February  22,  18 13;  the  capture  of 
York,  now  Toronto,  April  27th;  capture  of  Fort 
George,  iMay  27th;  battle  at  Sacketts  Harbor, 
May  29th;  battle  at  Stony  Creek,  June  6th;  naval 
battle  of  Lake  Erie,  under  Commodore  Perry,  Sep- 
tember loth;  battle  on  the  Thames,  October  5th; 
battle  of  St.  Regis. October  23d;  battle  of  Chrysler's 
Farm,  November  nth;  burning  of  Newark,  De- 
cember 1 2th;  capture  of  Fort  Niagara.  December 
26th;  retaliating  destruction  of  Fort  Niagara,  at  Lew- 
iston,  Black  Rock,  Youngstown,  and  other  frontier 
settlements,  December  iSth  to  30th.  In  18 14,  we 
record  the  capture  of  Oswego,  Alay  5th;  Fort  Erie, 
July  3d;  battle  of  Chippewa,  July  5th;  battle  of 
Lundy's  Lane,  July  25th;  battle  of  Fort  Erie,  Au- 
gust 15th;  sortie  at  Fort  Erie,  September  17th;  bat- 
tle of  Plattsburgh,  September  6th  to  iith. 

From  old  newspapers,  and  other  sources,  we 
gather  the  fragmentary  items  that  follow,  relating 
to  the  soldiers  of  181  2. 

When  General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  returned, 
October  31,  181 2,  to  Albany,  after  the  battle  of 
Queenstown,  a  large  concourse  of  private  citizens 
and  dignitaries  turned  out  to  escort  him  to  the 
city.  Major  John  Lovett  was  his  Secretary,  and 
Colonel  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  one  of  the  bravest 
men  that  Albany  ever  produced,  was  his  Aid.  He 
was  long  disabled  by  four  bullet  wounds  received 
in  this  battle.  One  of  the  balls  he  carried  in  his 
flesh  until  iiis  death. 

Novembers,  181 2,  Commodore  Perry  was  met 
by  a  large  body  of  citizens  between  Albany  and 
Schenectady,  and  escorted  to  Douw's  Tavern.  From 
this  point  he  was  taken  to  the  Capitol,  accompanied 
by  a  large  procession.    Here  he  was  presented  with  1 
the  freedom  of  the  city  in  a  gold  box,  and  with  an  | 
elegant  sword,  '["hen  the  procession  conducted  him  1 
through  the  principal  streets.     On  the  way,  the  j 
Hero  of  Lake  Erie  was  hailed  widi  loud  accla-  ] 
mations.    At  the  close  of  the  march,  at  the  Eagle  i 


I'avern  he  was  received  by  the  Mayor  and  other 
public  oilicials  and  assigned  apartments.  A  bril- 
liant ball  was  held  in  the  evening;  houses  were 
illuminated;  and  the  motto,  "We  have  met  the  en- 
emy, and  they  are  ours,"  displayed.  On  the  next  dav 
an  elegant  public  entertainment  was  given.  He 
continued  his  journey  to  his  family,  residing  in 
Newport,  R.  I.  The  news  of  Perry's  victory  was 
first  received  in  Albany,  September  17th,  with  great 
demonstrations  of  jo)'. 

About  this  time.  Captain  R.  C.  Skinner,  of  the 
artillery  in  the  Albany  Volunteer  Regiment,  had  a 
recruiting  office  at  Ladd"s  Cofiee  Flouse,  corner  of 
Green  and  Beaver  streets,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting five  companies  of  infantry,  two  of  riflemen, 
and  one  of  artiller\',  which  he  reported  as  filling  up 
in  the  city  and  county  with  wonderful  success,  fie 
stated  that  the  city  had  raised  a  fund  of  many  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  benefit  of  the  soldiers  who  should 
enlist. 

November  28,  18 12,  the  local  papers  report  the 
return,  after  an  absence  of  three  months  on  Staten 
Island,  of  Captain  Bulkley's  company  of  Albany 
volunteers  and  Captain  Walker's  company  of  anil- 
lery.  Their  soldier-like  appearance  is  highly  com- 
mended. 

Colonel  John  ^Mills,  of  this  city,  fell  in  the  battle 
at  Sackett's  Harbor,  jNIay  29,  1813.  He  com- 
manded the  Republican  artillery  in  that  battle,  with 
as  many  militia  as  he  could  enlist.  He  was  given 
a  conspicuous  place  in  the  line  of  battle,  and  fell 
gallantly  in  brave,  but  vain,  endeavors  to  stop  his 
men,  who  ingloriously  fied  after  the  first  fire.  So 
says  General  Jacob  Brown,  in  his  report.  Many  of 
the  men  assigned  him  were  raw  troops,  unaccus- 
tomed to  subordination.  His  remains  were  re- 
moved to  the  city  and  interred  in  Capitol  Park, 
May  29,  1844,  and  finally,  with  military  honors, 
put  to  rest,  a  few  years  ago,  in  the  Rural  Cemetery. 

August  15,  18 13,  the  arrival  of  two  hundred 
British  prisoners  at  the  encampment  in  Greenbush 
is  reported;  also,  of  British  deserters  from  Canada; 
and  the  arrival  and  departure  of  General  Wilkinson 
on  the  same  day  (Sunday),  on  his  way  to  the  fron- 
tier. 

The  British  flag  taken  by  Lieutenant  Wm.  L. 
?>[arcy,  afterward  Governor  [Marcy,  at  St.  Regis, 
October  23,  18 12,  was  presented  to  the  State  of 
New  York  as  a  trophy  of  war,  January  5,  iSr3. 
The  act  was  accompanied  with  much  ceremony; 
with  processions,  bands,  and  speeches,  in  whrch 
were  joined  the  military  of  Troy  and  Albany. 

At  the  battle  of  Ogdensburgh,  fought  October  i  2, 
1 8 13,  under  Colonel  Forsyth,  mention  is  made  of 
the  distinguished  bravery  of  a  single  company  of 
Albany  artillerv. 

Among  the  honored  names  of  men  who  have  had 
homes  in  Albany  County,  and  who  are  mentioned 
as  having  done  service  in  this  war,  are  found  those  of 
I  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer, 
I  John  Lovett,  John  E.  Wool,  John  Mills,  Colonel 
I  Forsyth,  and  William  L.  Marcy.  already  men- 
j  tioned;  also,  William  ].  Worth,  John  C).  Cole, 
]  rhurlow  Weed,  Lieutenant  Gansevoort,  Lieutenant 
i  Ralhbonc,  and  Ambrose  Spencer,  Jr.    We  shall  be 
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very  grateful  to  any  one  who  may,  hereafter  add  to 
this  list. 

On  the  reception  of  the  news  of  peace,  the  whole 
city  was  illuminated. 

The  surviving  soldiers  of  the  campaign  of  1812, 
about  one  hundred  in  number,  residing  in  New 
York  City,  came  to  Albany  by  railroad,  February 
I,.  1853,  and  marched  through  the  city  under  Col- 
onel Haight,  escorted  by  the  Republican  artillery. 
Here,  on  the  next  day,  they  were  joined  by  thirty- 
eight  of  their  old  companions  belonging  to  Albany, 
and  escorted  to  the  Capitol,  where  they  were  ad- 
dressed by  Governor  Seymour. 

A  corps  of  about  fifty  veterans  of  the  War  of  1 8 1  2 
joined  in  the  celebration  of  American  Independence, 
July  4,  1854,  under  General  John  S,  Van  Rensse- 
laer. After  the  procession  was  dismi.ssed,  they  met 
in  convention  at  the  Capitol  and  passed  a  series  of 
resolutions. 


THE  WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 

Texas  was  a  part  of  the  domain  of  Ancient  Me.x- 
ico.  When  ^Mexico  became  a  republic,  in  1824,  it 
was  made  one  of  its  united  states.  It  had  been 
claimed  by  our  Government  as  a  part  of  the  Loui- 
siana purchase  in  1803  ;  but  this  claim  was  not 
pressed.  Texas  began  to  be  settled  by  Americans 
as  early  as  1821.  It  rebelled  against  the  govern- 
ment of  Santa  Anna,  and  declared  itself  an  inde- 
pendent state,  March  2,  1836.  This  independence 
was  not  admitted  by  Mexico.  On  the  4th  of  July, 
1845,  it  was,  with  its  own  consent,  admitted  as 
one  of  the  States  of  our  Union.  This  act  caused  an 
immediate  rupture  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico.  Added  to  this,  our  Government  had  a 
series  of  complaints  against  Mexico  for  aggressions 
upon  our  vessels  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  confisca- 
tions, in  its  own  territory,  of  the  property  of  Amer- 
ican merchants,  violations  of  treaty,  and  other  acts 
of  injustice,  extending  back  for  a  period  of  nearly 
forty  years.  General  Taylor  was  sent  at  once,  with 
an  army  of  occupation,  to  Texas  to  hold  and  defend  1 
it.  On  the  24th  of  April,  1846,  the  first  blood  was  | 
shed  in  the  War  with  ^Mexico.  The  contest,  under 
Taylor,  Scott,  Wool,  Worth,  and  others,  was  short 
and  sharp.  The  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  Febru- 
ary 2,  1848,  which  gave  to  the  United  States,  Upper 
California,  New  Mexico  and  adjacent  territory,  and 
conceded  Texas.  The  distance  of  the  field  of  strife  1 
was  so  great,  that  Albany  County  had  only  a  small  i 
part  in  the  contest,  but  that  part  belongs  to  our  ] 
histor)-.  I 

An  Act  of  Congress  was  passed  providing  that  50  | 
regjments  of  volunteers  should  be  raised  in  the 


United  States  for  this  war.  Under  the  enactment, 
seven  regiments  were  allotted  to  the  State  of 
New  York,  but  only  two  were  furnished. 

The  first  regiment  was  raised  by  Colonel 
Steven.son  in  1846.  In  this,  one  company  of 
about  So  members  was  recruited  in  Albany,  com- 
manded by  Captain  John  B.  Fri^bie  and  Lieutenant 
Edward  Gilbert.  This  regiment,  soon  after  it  was 
formed,  proceeded  to  Governor's  Island  and  re- 
mained there  about  one  month,  when  it  was  sent 
to  Mexico,  by  way  of  Cape  Horn,  in  sailing  vessels. 

Arriving  at  its  destination,  it  joined  General 
Scott's  division  of  the  army,  and  participated  in  all 
of  his  marches  and  battles  till  the  close  of  the  war. 

November,  1846,  the  second  regiment  of  New 
York  volunteers  was  raised,  commanded  by  Col- 
onel Ward  B.  Burnett.  In  this  regiment  was  a 
company  of  Albanians,  commanded  by  Captain 
Abraham  Van  O'Linda  and  Lieutenant  Adison 
Farnsworth. 

In  December  of  this  year,  this  regiment  went  to 
Fort  Hamilton,  and  there  remained  until  the  follow- 
ing Januarv,  when  it  proceeded  to  Mexico  b}-  way 
of  the  gulf.  Landing  at  Vera  Cruz  it  was  joined 
to  General  ."^cott's  command,  and  participated  in  all 
his  engagements,  from  the  battles  of  Vera  Cruz  to 
the  capture  of  the  City  of  Mexico. 

By  an  Act  of  Congress  in  1847,  ten  regiments  of 
regular  troops  were  called  for  from  the  State  of 
New  York. 

Lender  this  call  the  Tenth  Regiment  of  Infantry 
was  formed  often  companies.  This  regiment  was 
credited  to  Albany,  and  contained  many  soldiers 
from  this  city  and  county,  although  the  greater 
number  were  recruited  from  outside  of  the  county. 
It  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Robert  E.  Temple 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  James  McGown.  This 
regiment  was  joined  to  General  Taylor's  division  of 
the  army,  and  remained  with  him  until  the  close 
of  the  War. 

The  Third  Regiment  of  Dragoons  contained  a 
number  of  soldiers  recruited  in  this  section,  but 
no  distinct  company  of  Albany  men.  Such  was 
the  case  with  a  number  of  regiments  which  served 
in  the  Mexican  War. 

The  soldiers  from  this  countv,  so  far  as  v,e  are 
able  to  learn,  did  good  service.  A  few  of  them 
still  remain  to  tell  the  story  of  entering  the  Halls 
of  the  ^lontezumas.  Among  them  is  Mr.  Will- 
iam L.  Burgess,  to  whom  we  are  under  obliga- 
tions for  most  of  the  facts  here  presented. 

The  brave  Generals  John  E.  Wool  and  William 
J.  Worth,  who  were  among  the  most  prominent 
and  successful  leaders  in  the  Mexican  service,  were 
formerly  residents  of  this  countv. 
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WAR  OF  THE  REBELLION. 


THIS  was  a  war  between  citizens  of  the  same 
country,  and  has,  hence,  been  sometimes 
called  The  Great  Civil  War.  But  our  heading  best 
expresses  its  character.  It  came  after  a  long  and 
ex'citing  controversy  between  the  slave-holding  and 
non-slave-holding  States,  involving  the  questions  of 
the  moral  right  or  wrong  of  slavery;  the  political 
policy  of  its  extension  and  perpetuation ;  and  of  State 
rights  generally.  There  was  also  a  bitter  jealousy 
between  the  Southern  and  Northern  States  as  to  the 
balance  of  power  between  those  States,  shown  in  a 
constant  struggle  to  secure  the  public  otlices  and 
patronage.  The  South  was  not  improving  by 
slave  labor;  the  North  was  rapidly  increasing  in 
wealth  and  power  by  free  labor. 

The  Southern  States  began  to  secede  from 
the  Union  and  form  a  Southern  Confederacy 
when  they  found  Abraham  Lincoln  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  South  Carolina  was  the 
first  in  the  secession,  December  20,  1S60.  Ten 
other  of  the  slave  States  followed.  Their  artful 
leaders  had  accumulated  in  the  forts  and  arsenals 
on  their  borders,  a  large  quantity  of  the  public 
munitions  of  war — seized  those  forts,  and  put 
them  in  the  hands  of  fellow-conspirators. 

The  attack  of  the  rebels  upon  Fort  Sumter  took 
place  April  11,  1S61.  This  overt  act  was  the 
actual  beginning  of  the  war. 

Its  record  is  a  story  of  fratricidal  strife  unparalleled 
in  the  world's  history,  whether  we  consider  the 
malignity  of  the  seceders,  or  the  determined  self- 
sacrificing  patriotism  and  bravery  of  the  friends 
of  the  Union  of  all  the  States;  or  whether 
we  attempt  to  count  the  suffering  and  loss  of 
human  life,  or  estimate  the  devastation  made  and 
the  treasure  expended.  But  its  results  showed 
the  superior  value  of  grand  free  labor,  when  con- 
ducted by  heads  educated  in  free  schools  and 
hands  addicted  to  habits  of  productive  industry. 

The  war  practically  closed  with  the  surrender 
of  the  rebels  under  General  Lee  to  General  Grant, 
April  9,  1865.  What  follows  is  only  the  merest 
outline  of  the  part  borne  by  Albany  County  in  this 
war. 

The  ladies  and  citizens  of  all  classes,  under  dif- 
ferent voluntary  organizations,  did  a  vast  amount 
of  labor,  and  expended  great  sums  of  money  for 
,lhe  comfort,  encouragement,  and  relief  of  the  sol- 
diers and  their  families  during  the  whole  time  of 
the  war. 

The  Citizens'  Military  Relief  Fund  contributed 
$20,479. 

The  Ladies'  Army  Relief  Association  was  organ- 
ized in  Albany,  to  co-operate  with  the  L'.  S.  San- 
itary Commission,  as  earlv  as  November,  1861,  to 
aid  sick  and  wounded  soldiers.  Similar  societies 
existed  in  Coeymans,  Rensselaerville,  Knox,  and 
other  towns  in  the  county.    Useful  articles  were 


made  or  purchased,  and  forwarded  in  barrels  and 
boxes  continually.  At  one  time  287  were  sent;  at 
another  about  600.  Fruit,  vegetables,  and  cor- 
dials, and  delicacies  of  ever}-  sort  were  gathered 
from  farm-houses,  grocers,  and  families,  and  in- 
cluded in  the  benefactions.  This  local  association 
of  ladies  raised  also  $19,212.30  in  money  during 
the  four  years  ending  January  i,  1S66,  for  disabled 
soldiers  and  their  lamilies. 

The  Army  Relief  Bazaar  was  erected  in  the 
Academy  Park,  and  kept  open  as  a  great  Sanitary 
Fair  of  Albany,  Troy,  Schenectady,  and  other 
places  in  the  State,  during  the  months  of  February 
and  March,  1864.  It  was  a  building  remarkable 
for  size  and  fitness.  It  was  filled  with  articles  of 
utility  and  beauty  on  sale.  Everything  was  con- 
ducted with  order,  zeal,  and  energy.  It  was  a 
grand  success.  The  net  proceeds,  amounting  to 
$8 1, 908.  50  were  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  U. 
S.  Sanitar}'  Commission. 

The  Albany  Auxiliary  to  the  U.  S.  Christian 
Commission,  between  April  i,  1864,  and  January 
I,  1866,  received  $23,740.20  in  money,  besides  a 
great  amount  of  books,  papers,  provisions,  delica- 
cies, and  minor  articles  of  convenience  made  in 
sewing  circles,  which  were  contributed  for  the  spir- 
itual, social,  and  physical  needs  of  the  soldiers. 

A  Refreshment  Committee  fed  16,709  soldiers 
as  they  passed  through  Albany  in  coming  or  going. 
Their  expenses  were  over  $7,600. 

Besides  these,  much  time  was  spent  and  thou- 
sands of  dollars  in  money  were  given  by  private 
citizens.  And  the  deeds  of  heroic  patriotism  and 
Christian  charity  done  by  gentlewomen,  never  can 
be  fully  expressed  in  words. 

The  War  Expenses  of  the  County  of  Albany  are  stated  as 


follow;  : 

For  County  Bounties  53,100,700.00 

For  Recruiting  and  Enlistments   225,125.39 

Total  $3,325,825-39 

Raised  by  County  Taxes   $641,441.47 

Raised  by  County  Loans  2,889,552.00 

Total  53,930,963-47 


We  now  give  a  brief  record  of  military  service 
organized  in  the  county.  We  would  be  glad  if  we 
could  give  the  names  and  services  of  every  soldier. 

On  April  16,  1861,  the  day  following  President 
Lincoln's  call  for  75,000  men  to  suppress  the  re- 
bellion, the  Legislature  of  New  York  State  passed 
an  Act  to  authorize  the  embodying  and  equip- 
ment of  a  volunteer  militia,  and  to  provide  for  the 
public  defense.  One  week  later,  155  companies 
were  recruited  in  this  State,  and  ready  for  accept- 
ance into  service.  The  number  of  men  furnished 
by  the  State  under  each  call  was  as  follows  :  Call  for 
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militia,  April  15,  1861,  13,906;  call  for  volunteers, 
July  22,  1S61,  120,231;  July  2,  1S62,  59,705; 
August  4,  1862,  20,98c;  October  17,  1S63,  and 
February  i,  1S64,  75,751;  March  14,  1S64,  44,- 
435;  July  18,  1864,  83,843;  December  19,  1S64, 
32,965;  militia  for  100  days,  5,640;  for  less  than 
100  days,  15,987.  Whole  number  militia,  35,  533; 
whole  number  of  volunteers,  437,910.   Total,  473,- 

443; 

The  first  regiment  in  Albany  County  to  respond 
to  the  Governor's  order,  issued  on  the  evening  of 
April  21,  1 86 1,  to  move  on  to  Washington  next 
morning  at  nine,  was  the  Twenty-fifth  Regiment, 
N.  Y.  State  Militia.  It  was  officered  as  follows  : 
Michael  K.  Bryan,  Colonel;  James  Swift,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel; David  Friedlander,  Maior;  John  M. 
Kimball,  Adjutant;  Cornelius  B.  O'Learv,  Surgeon. 
Captains:  Company  A,  Jacob  Fredendall;  B,  Tim- 
othy McDermott;  (J,  John  Gray;  D,  Frank  Mar- 
shall; E,  J.  J.  Huber;  F,  M.  H.  Kenneally;  G,  H. 
Mulholland;  H,  —  Godfrey;  K,  Hale  Kingsley; 
L,  F.  Newdorf  With  479  men  all  told,  the 
regiment  proceeded  to  Washington,  arriving  on  the 
morning  of  the  29th,  and  was  quartered  near  the 
Capitol.  Ordered  to  Arlington  Ilights,  the  regi- 
ment built  Fort  Albany,  and  after  three  months' 
service,  returned  to  Albany,  numbering  575  men. 
May  31,  1862,  the  regiment  was  again  mustered 
into  the  United  States  service  for  three  months, 
and  ordered  to  Suffolk,  Va.  On  its  return,  Col- 
onel Bryan  and  many  of  its  officers  and  men  en- 
listed in  the  volunteer  service.  Colonel  Michael 
K.  Bryan,  born  in  Ireland  in  1S20,  came  to  Albany 
in  1827,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools. 
He  was  for  many  years  in  the  employ  of  his  cousin, 
Colonel  John  j\IcCardle,  but  became  proprietor  in 
1853  of  a  restaurant  and  hotel.  In  1850  he  was 
Captain  of  Albany  Worth  Guards;  and  was  succes- 
sively Major,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Colonel  of 
the  25th  Y.  S.  M.,  which  he  led  twice  in  his 
country's  service.  He  afterwards  raised  the  175th 
Regiment,  N.  Y.  Volunteers,  and  was  made  its 
Colonel,  and  proceeded  to  Louisiana  early  in  the 
winter  of  1862.  He  was  mortally  wounded  in  a 
charge  at  Port  Hudson,  La.,  June  14,  1863,  and 
died,  at  the  head  of  his  command.  He  was  a 
noble  patriot. 

Third  Regiment  Infantr\',  N.Y.  S.  V.,  was  organ- 
ized in  Albany,  May  7,  i86t,  and  was  composed  of 
ten  companies,  of  which  five  were  recruited  from 
Albany,  viz. :  C,  Captain  E.  G.  Floyd;  E,  Captain  J. 
W.  Bl'anchard;  F,  Captain  H.  S.  Hulbert;  G,  Cap- 
tain J.  H.  Ten  Eyck,  Jr. ;  I,  Captain  E.  S.  Jenny. 
May  8th,  Frederick  Townsend  was  elected  Colonel, 
S.  M.  Alford,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  George 
D.  Bayard,  Major.  Alexander  H.  Hoff  was  made 
Surgeon,  and  Jonathan  O.  Moore,  Adjutant. 
The  regiment  left  Albany  May  18,  1861,  with 
796  officers  and  men;  was  in  the  engagement  at 
Big  Bethel,  and  afterwards  stationed  at  Fortress 
jMonroe,  until  its  term  of  enlistment  expired.  May 
8,  1863,  it  went  into  service  as  a  veteran  com- 
mand, with  800  men;  received  700  conscripts,  200 
recruits,  and,  by  consolidation,  the  i  I2th  N.  Y.  Vol- 
unteers,   It  did  distinguished  service  at  Fort  Wag- 


ner, Charleston,  Bermuda  Hundred,  Petersburg, 
P'ort  Gilmer,  Fort  Fisher,  \\'ilmington,  and  in 
many  skirmishes.  Colonel  Townsend  resigning 
July  2,  1 86 1,  the  regiment  continued  in  service 
under  Colonel  .\lford,  and  was  mustered  out  Au- 
gust, 1865.  Colonel  Townsend  has  since  been  Ad- 
jutant-General of  the  State,  and  still  resides  in  the 
city,  one  of  its  most  esteemed  citizens. 

The  Forty-third  Regiment,  New  York  Volun- 
teers, was  organized  at  .\Ibany  and  mustered  into 
the  United  States  service  between  August  25  and 
September  21,  1861,  when  it  reached  the  field,  with 
the  following  commissioned  officers:  Francis  L. 
Vinton,  Colonel;  Charles  H.  Picrson,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel;  Benjamin  F.  Baker,  Major;  James  H. 
Thompson,  Surgeon;  James  H.  Bogart,  Adjutant. 
Captains:  Company  A,  John  Wilson;  Company  B, 
I.  R.  Van  Slyke;  Company  E,  E.  Cass  Griffin; 
Company  D,  Charles  H.  Clark;  Company  E,  Jacob 
Wilson;  Company  F,  James  C.  Rogers:  Company 
G,  William  H.  Mathews;  Company  H  (Yates 
Rifles),  Edwin  C.  Drake;  Company  I,  George  W. 
Reed;  Company  K,  Harvey  S.  Chatfield;  Captain 
Charles  B.  ?i[itchell,  1S62;  Captain  John  L.  New- 
man, 1862;  Captain  David  Burhans,  1862;  Cap- 
tain James  D.  Visscher,  1S62.  The  regiment  left 
Albany  September  16,  1861,  with  706  men:  re- 
ceived 1,621  recruits,  and  returned  in  July,  1865, 
with  290  men  and  13  officers.  It  was  at  the  front 
all  through  the  war;  was  distinguished  for  dash 
and  courage;  and  was  in  the  following  engage- 
ments: Lee's  Mills,  Warwick  Creek,  Siege  of  York- 
town,  Golding's  Farm,  Seven  Days'  Battles, 
Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Mary's  Hights,  Salem 
I  Church,  Banks"  Ford,  Fredericksburg,  Gettvsburg, 
j  Rappahannock  Station.  Locust  Grove,  Mine  Run, 
Wilderness,  Spottsylvania.  North  Anna,  Coal  Har- 
bor, Petersburg,  Fort  Stephens,  Charleston,  Ope- 
quam.  Fisher's  Hill,  Cedar  Creek,  Petersburg  (two 
engagements).  Sailor's  Creek. 

Among  those  who  fell  was  Major  (afterwards  Col- 
onel) James  Henry  Bogart,  who  was  born  ^larch  24, 
1839,  in  Albany;  was  educated  at  Albany  Academy. 
Enlisted  under  Colonel  Vinton  as  Adjutant;  was 
]Major  in  the  i62d,  and  was  killed  by  a  shell  while 
advancing  with  his  regiment  at  Port  Hudson,  June 
14,  1863.   Captain  (afterwards  Colonel)  John  Wil- 
son, born  in  Albany  December  29,  183S;  educated 
!  at  Albany  Academy:  was  proficient  in  scholarship; 
I  raised  Company  .•\  of  the  43d  in  a  week,  and 
I  marched  to  the  barracks  August  3,  1861.     He  was 
I  commissioned  as  Major,  July  17,  1S62;  Lieutenant- 
I  Colonel,  September  24,  1862;  Colonel,  February 
i   I,  1864.     ^Iay  6,  1864,  his  right  knee  was  shat- 
tered by  a  rifle  ball;  his  leg  was  amputated  next 
day;  and  he  died  May  8th,  greatly  lamented. 
Captain   (afterwards  Major)  William  Wallace; 
]  born  in  .\lbany  January  8,  1835;  educated  in  public 
j  schools;  was  foreman  in  Weed,  Parson  i  Co.  's  office: 
active  in  the  I'irc  Department;  raised  Company  F 
I  for  the  43d  Regiment  in  September,  1862;  was 
I  confined  in  Libby  Prison  in  May  and  June,  1S63, 
i  until  exchanged.     He  was  commissi<jned  Major, 
j  April,  1864.     While  leading  a  charge  at  the  Battle 
1  of  the  Wilderness,  May  6,  1864,  was  shot  through 
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the  heaci.  In  the  same  engagement  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Fryer  was  mortally  wounded.  Eotli  sleep 
among  the  bravest  of  the  brave. 

Captain  David  Burhans,  Company  H,  was  born 
in  iiethlehem  June  24,  1S40;  became  mail  agent 
from  New  York  to  Troy.  In  September,  1S62,  he 
raised  a  company  for  the  43d,  and  was  with  his 
regiment  until  he  fell,  fighting  at  the  front,  at  Po 
River,  IVIay  10,  1S64.  He  was  esteemed  for  ex- 
alted virtues. 

Captain  (afterwards  Colonel)  Tames  D.  Visscher 
was  born  in  Albany  March  26,  1S29;  was  in  employ 
of  Weed,  Parsons  &  Co.:  was  member  of  the  Bur- 
gesses Corps  and  went  with  them,  and  25th  Regi- 
ment New  York  State  Militia,  in  April,  1861,  to 
Washington  for  three  months'  service.  He  enlisted 
and  took  command  of  Company  G,  43d  Regiment, 
September  4,  1862;  was  promoted  Colonel  of  the 
regiment  after  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  May  12, 
1S64;  and  was  killed  at  Fort  Stevens,  Washington, 
July  12,  1864.  He  was  beloved  for  his  Christian 
virtues  and  soldierly  conduct. 

Captain  Douglass  Lodge,  son  of  'Six.  Benjamin 
Lodge,  born  in  Albany  September  22,  1S42;  at- 
tended public  schools,  the  Academy,  and  Annap- 
olis Naval  School.  He  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
25th  New  York  State  Militia,  in  April,  1861; 
re-enlisted  in  43d  Volunteers;  Third  Sergeant, 
Company  A.  He  was  promoted,  for  bravery,  to 
Quartermaster-Sergeant,  September,  1861;  Second 
Lieutenant,  April,  1862;  First  Lieutenant  and 
Captain,  November  3,  1862.  At  the  charge  on 
Mary's  Hights,  ]\Iay  3,  1863,  Captain  Lodge 
planted  the  regiment's  colors  on  the  enemy's 
works.  On  the  following  day  he  received  his  death 
wound.  This  young  soldier  died,  greatly  beloved 
and  honored.  May  5th. 

The  Tenth  Regiment  National  Guards  was 
organized  at  Albany  in  1 861,  early  in  the  rebellion, 
and  performed  guard  and  other  duty  at  the  call  of 
Governor  Morgan.  It  tendered  for  the  third  time 
its  services  for  nine  months;  went  into  service 
November  21,  1862,  with  864  men,  officered  as 
follows:  Ira  W.  Ainsworth,  Colonel;  Frank  Cham- 
berlain, Lieutenant-Colonel;  David  ^I.  Woodhall, 
Major;  Richard  M.  Strong,  Adjutant;  William  H. 
Craig,  Surgeon.  Captains:  Company  A,  Lionel 
U.  Leno.x;  Company  B,  Charles  E.  Davis;  Com- 
pany C,  Stephen  Bronk;  Company  D,  James 
Dodds;  Company  E,  James  McFarland;  Company 
F,  James  R.  Harris;  Company  G,  Morgan  L.  Fil- 
kins;  Company  H,  Harmon  N.  Merriman;  Com- 
pany 1,  E.  H.  Tomlinson;  Company  K,  William 
H.  Brandenburg.  It  was  assigned  to  General 
Banks,  Department  of  the  Gulf,  as  the  177th  New 
York  Volunteers.  It  served  in  the  campaigns 
from  New  Orleans  to  Port  Hudson,  and  did  some 
of  the  best  fighting  at  the  latter  place,  suffering 
severely. 

On  the  fall  of  Port  Hudson,  and  at  the  close  of 
its  nine  months'  service,  it  returned  home  and 
resumed  its  original  position  in  the  Ninth  Brigade 
National  Guard. 

Among  those  of  the  177th  who  fell  in  the  field 
were — 


(  Adjutant  Richard  AL  Strong,  son  of  Anthony 
i  M.  Strong;  was  born  in  Albany  June  10,  1S35, 
and  died  at  Bonnet  Carre,  La.,  May  12,1863.  He 
had  graduated  with  honor  at  Albany  Academy 
and  Princeton  College;  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
1856;  was  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Ninth  Brigade 
National  Guard,  and  Adjutant  i77tli  Volunteers, 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Lieutenant  John  Peter  Phillips,   Company  F; 
born   in   Fishkill  July  25,    1820;   when   i()  re- 
I  moved  to  New  York,  afterwards  to  Albany.  Went 
j  with  the  Tenth  Regiment  to  Louisiana;  contracted 
;  fever,  and  died  September  4,  1S63,  four  days  after 
his  return  home. 

Sergeant  Charles  H.  Frederich,  born  in  Albany 
October  23,  1 841;  attended  public  schools.  En- 
listed in  Company  B.  Tenth  National  Guard:  died 
of  tvphoid  fever  at  Bonnet  Carre,  La.,  ^Nlarch  10, 
1863. 

Sergeant  Joseph  C.  Vanderhoop,  born  July  25, 
1843,  in  Albany;  was  a  marble  cutter.  Joined  Com- 
pany B,  25th  Militia,  and  went  with  that  regiment 
to  Washington,  April,  1861.  May  23d,  Sergeant 
Vanderhoop  captured  two  prisoners,  supposed  to 
have  been  the  first  taken  in  the  War  for  the  Union. 
He  enlisted  in  the  177th  Regiment,  and  died  of 
typhoid  fever  in  Louisiana. 

Sergeant  William  Crounse,  born  in  Guilderland, 
September  19,  1830;  came  to  Albany  in  1S55. 
Enlisted  in  the  Tenth  National  Guard;  went  to 
Bonnet  Carre,  La.,  where  he  died  June  28,  1S63. 

Forty-Fourth  or  People's  Regiment. — After  New 
York's   quota   under    the   first    call    had  been 
filled,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  ask  each  town 
and  ward  to  be  represented  by  furnishing  one  man, 
armed  and  equipped  by  voluntary  subscription,  to 
form  a  Zouave  regiment  to  avenge  the  death  of 
Colonel  Ellsworth,  and  serve  during  the  war.  It 
was  organized  October  16,  1861,  and  left  October 
20th  for  the  seat  of  war,  850  strong,  composed 
largely  of  Albany  City  and  County  men.  Its 
officers  were  as  follows  :  Stephen  W.  Stryker,  Col- 
onel ;  James  C.  Rice,  Lieutenant-Colonel  ;  James 
McKown,  Major;  William  Frothingham,  Surgeon; 
Edward  B.  Knox,  Adjutant.    Captains:  Company 
I  A,  Edward  P.  Chapin  ;  Cr.mpany  B,  L.  S.  Larra- 
I  bee;  Company  C,  William  H.  Revere,  fr. ;  Company 
!  D,  Freeman  Conner  ;  Company  E,  Michael  McN. 
;  Walsh  ;  Company  F,  Campbell  Allen  :  Companv 
G,  William  L.  Vanderlip  :  Company  PI,  William 
N.  Danks;  Company  I,  A.  Webster  ShatTer:  Com- 
!  pany  K,  William  H.  ?sliiler.   Captain  Rodney  G. 
[  Kimball,  1862  ;  Captain  B.  Munger.  1862.  The 
1  regiment  was  mustered  in  September  24,  i86r, 
j  and  served  at  Vorktown,   Hanover  Court  House. 
I  Gaines'   Mills,    Turkey    Island,    }ilalvern  Hill, 
j  Groveton,   Antietam,    Fredericksburgh,  Chancel- 
I  lorsville,  Aldie,  Gettysburg,  Jones'  Cross  Roads, 
I  Rappahannock  Station,   Mine  Run,  Wilderness, 
i  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  North  Anna,  Bethesda 
i  Church,  Petersburg,  and  the  Weldon  Raiiroad. 
j  The  regiment  was  mustered  out  September  24, 
1S64,   and   returned  170   in   number.  During 
its   service  upwards  of  700  recruits  joined  its 
I  ranks. 
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The  following',  among  others  in  the  regiment, 
died  in  service — 

Lieutenant-Colonel  (afterwards  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral) James  C.  Rice;  born  in  Worthington,  ^lassa- 
chusetts,  1828;  graduated  from  Yale  College,  1853; 
studied  law;  enlisted  April,  1861  ;  did  brave  ser- 
vice and  was  transferred  to  the  39th  New  York  Vol- 
unteers Garibaldi  Guards ;  commissioned  First 
Lieutenant,  then  Adjutant;  he  was  appointed 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Forty-Fourth;  went  to  the 
front;  was  promoted  Colonel;  and  finally  was  made 
Brigadier-General  for  gallant  conduct  at  Gettys- 
burg. He  was  killed  at  Spottsylvania,  Va.,  INIay 
10,  1864.  A  devoted  ])atriot,  a  sincere  Christian. 
His  last  words  were,  "Turn  me  over  that  I  may  die 
with  my  face  to  the  foe."  Sergeant  Walter  H. 
Angus,  born  June  10,  1845  ;  enlisted  October  21, 
1861,  in  the  Forty-Fourth;  was  in  all  engagements 
with  his  regiment,  escaping  unhurt  until  the  fatal 
shot.  Was  promoted  Second-Lieutenant  October 
9,  1863;  killed  at  Petersburgh  June  21,  1864. 

Ninety-first  Regiment,  New  York  Volunteers, 
was  raised  in  the  autumn  of  1861,  mostly  in 
Albany,  and  was  called  into  the  United  States' 
service  for  three  years,  December  16,  1861,  with 
847  names  on  the  roll.  It  left  Albany  December 
20th,  and  Governor's  Island  January  8,  1862; 
arriving  at  Key  West,  January  20th.  The  officers 
were  as  follows  :  Jacob  Van  Zandt,  Colonel;  Jon- 
athan Tarbell,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Charles  G. 
Clark,  Major;  Robert  F.  Keeven,  Adjutant; 
Robert  Morris,  Surgeon.  Captains :  Company  A, 
John  W.  Felthousen  ;  Company  B,  George  W. 
Stackhouse ;  Company  C,  J.  G.  McDermott  ; 
Company  D,  Henry  Crounse  ;  Company  E,  Will- 
iam Lee;  Company  F,  John  Cooke;  Company 
G,  Allan  H.  Jackson  ;  Company  FI,  J.  B.  Collins; 
Company  I,  Charles  A.  Burt;  Company  K,  Henry 
S.  Hulbert.  The  Ninety-first  was  stationed  at  Pen- 
sacola  seven  months;  went  to  New  Orleans  under 
General  Banks.  Was  in  three  engagements  at  Port 
Hudson,  Irish  Bend,  Bayou  Vermilion,  Gonzales' 
Plantation,  and  many  skirmishes.  It  suffered  se- 
verely. Returned  home  July  19,  1S64.  Nearly  all 
re-enlisted.  It  was  stationed  six  months  near  Bal- 
timore, and  recruited  1,600  strong.  In  February, 
1865,  it  was  assigned  to  First  Brigade,  Third  Di- 
vision, Fifth  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
before  Peteraburgh.  Was  in  the  battles  of  White 
Oak  Ridge,  Five  Forks  and  many  minor  engage- 
ments. 

The  following  are  among  those  who  fell  in 
battle: 

Major  George  W.  Stackhouse,  enlisted  1861; 
Second  Lieutenant,  Company  A,  25th  New  York; 
promoted  Captain  and  Major  91st  New  York, 
March,  1863.  Died  June  19,  1863,  from  gun- 
shot wounds.  His  two  brothers,  James  and  VVill- 
iam,  were  with  him  at  Port  Hudson. 

Captain  John  A.  Fee,  born  in  .\lbany,  Januarv 
16,  1837.  Enlisted  October,  1861  ;  appointed 
Orderly  -  .'-^ergcant  ;  promoted  Second-Lieutenant 
48th  New  York.  Was  Commandant  at  lybce  Is- 
land until  April,  1863.  Promoted  CajUain.  .-Kpril, 
1863  ;  ordered  to  Army  of  the  Potomac.    Was  in 


battles  of  Chester  Flill,  Drury's  Bluff,  Coal  Har- 
bor. Fie  was  wounded  in  the  arm  June  30,  1S63, 
and  died  July  i  5  th. 

Lieutenant  William  P.  Clark,  born  in  Water- 
vliet,  January  27,  1835  ;  educated  in  common 
schools  of  Albany.  Flnlisted  in  April,  1861 ;  served 
three  months  with  25th  New  York  State  Militia; 
re-enlisted  in  September,  1861  ;  served  until  April 
14,  1863,  when  he  was  shot  through  the  head  at 
Irish  Bend,  La. 

Lieutenant  Sylvester  B.  Shepard,  born  in  Albany, 
Julv  25,  1 84 1.  Was  in  Burgesses  Corps,  and  with 
25th  New  York  State  Militia,  in  its  three  months' 
service.  Recruited  Company  C,  91st  New  York 
Volunteers,  .appointed  Second-Lieutenant,  pro- 
moted First-Lieutenant,  and  appointed  Adjutant. 
He  was  killed  at  Port  Fludson,  June  14,  1863, 
while  in  command  of  his  Company. 

Eleventh  New  York  Havelock  Battery  was 
organized  at  Albany,  October  26,  1S61  ;  mustered 
in  January  6,  1S62,  with  158  men  and  the  follow- 
ing officers;  A.  k.  Von  Puttkammer,  Captain;  R. 
A.  Warrington,  First-Lieutenant ;  James  Rodgers, 
First-Lieutenant  ;  G.  Knapp,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant ;  John  E.  Burton,  Second  Lieutenant.  The 
battery  left  Albany  January  17,  1S62.  Was  engaged 
in  the  following  battles  :  Second  Bull  Run,  Fred- 
ericksburg, Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  iNIine 
Run,  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  North  Anna 
River,  'Tolopotony  Creek,  Coal  Harbor,  Peters- 
burg, and  Deep  Bottom.  It  was  engaged  about 
every  day,  from  September,  1S64,  till  Lee's  sur- 
render, April  9,  1865. 

The  following  are  among  those  who  fell  in 
action: 

j      Lieutenant  Henry  D.  Brower,   born  in  Albany 
I  November  12,  1839.    Raised  first  installment  of 
I  men  for  Havelock  Battery;  mustered  in  as  private, 
i  October  i,  1S61  ;  transferred  to  12th  Battery  as 
Corporal;  promoted  Lieutenant,  IMarch  30,  1863. 
Was  killed  at  Reams'  Station,  August  25,  1S64. 
Sergeant  John  R.  Warmington  was  killed  at  Chan- 
cellorsville, May  3,  1863.    Corporal  William  H. 
Van  Gaasbeek  was  killed  at  Coal  Harbor,  June  6, 
1864.   Corporal  William  H.  Broughton  was  killed 
at  Petersburg,  September  28,  1S64. 

One  Hundred  and  Thirteenth  Regiment,  N.  Y. 
Volunteers,  or  Seventh  Regiment,  N.  Y.  Volun- 
teer Artillery,  was  organized  as  the  Albany  County 
!  Regiment  in  the  13th  Senatorial  District,  under 
I  the  auspices  of  the  following  committee,  appointed 
I  by  Governor  Morgan,  viz. : 

I      Hon.  Eli  Perry,  General  J.  F.  Ratlibone,  Hon. 

!  Lyman  Tremain,  J.  Tracey,  T.  W.  Olcott,  George 
Dawson,  Hon,  C.  B.  Cochrane,  Hon.  J.  V.  L. 
Pruyn,  Hon.  Franklin  Townsend,  Samuel  Anable, 
W.  M.  Van  Antwerp,  Hon.  George  H.  Thacher 
and  Hon.  Henry  A.  Brigham.    The  first  man  was 

I  enlisted  July  24,   1S62.    Over   1,100  men  were 

'  mustered  in  August  iS,  1862,  with  the  following 

;  field  and  staff  ofiicers: 

!  Colonel,.  Lewis  O.  Morris;  Major,  Edward  A. 
i  Springstead;  .\djutant,  Frederick  L.  Tremain; 
I  Quartermaster,  E.  Willard  Smith;  Surgeon,  James 
i  E.  Promfret;    Assistant  Surgeons,  J.  W.  Blaisdeil, 
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George  W.  Xewcomb;  Chaplain,  Humphrey  L. 
Calder.    Captains:  Company  A,  Joseph  M.  Mur- 
phv;  Company  B,  Samuel  E.  Jones;  Company  C, 
John  A.  Alorris;  Company  D,  Charles  ^IcCiilloch; 
Company  E,  Norman  H.  Moore:   Company  F, 
Robert  H.   Bell;   Company  G,  Francis  Pru}n:  : 
Company  H,  John  McGuirc;  Company  I,  \\'illiam  ' 
Shannon;  Company  K,  Samuel  L.  Anable.  ! 
Lieutenants:  Company  A,  A.  Sickles,  ist,  John 

B.  Read,  2(1;  Company  B,  J.  Kennedy,  ist,  Will- 
iam II  Orr,  2d;  Company  C,  FI.  N.  Rogers,  ist, 
M.  Bell,  2d;  Company  D,  C.  Schurr,  ist,  H.  C. 
Coulson,  2d;  Company  E,  A.  V.  B.  Lockrow,  ist, 

|.  F.  Mount,  2d;  Company  F,  N.  Wright,  ist,  R.  j 
Mullens,  2d;  Company  G,  S.  McEwan,  ist,  C.  W.  [ 
Hobbs,  2d;  Company  H,  H.  C.  Ducharme,  ist,  F. 
Pettit,  2d;  Company  I,  J.  O.  Hair,  ist,  J.  M.  Ball, 
2d;   Company  K,  M.  H.  Barcklev,  ist,  G.  Krank, 
2d. 

The  regiment  left  Albany  August  19,  1862.  Was 
stationed  in  the  defenses  of  Washington.  Changed, 
December,  1S62,  from  infantry  to  artillery,  and 
designated  as  Seventh  N.  Y.  Volunteer  Artillery. 
It  was  recruited  to  152  men  in  each  company.  It 
built,  reconstructed  and  cleared  timber  before  the 
following  works,  and  garrisoned  them :  Forts  Reno, 
De  Russey,  Kearney,  Gaines,  Bayard,  Ripley, 
Franklin  and  Alexander:  Batteries  Smead,  Reno, 
Cameron,  Vermont  and  Martin  Scott. 

In  spring  of  1864,  two  companies  were  added, 
with  officers  as  follows — Captains:  Company  L, 
James  Kennedy;  Company  M,  George  H.  Tread- 
well.  Lieutenants:  Company  L,  F.  W.  Mather,  ist, 

C.  C.  McClellan,  2d;  Company  M,  G.  B.  Smallie, 
ist,  E.  S.  Moss,  2d. 

i\Iay  17,  1864,  the  regiment  joined  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  near  Spoltsylvania  Court  House,  Vir- 
ginia.  Was  engaged  in  the  battles  of  the  Po  River, 
North  Anna  River,  Tolopotony  Creek,  Coal  Flar- 
bor,  Petersburg,  Deep  Bottom  and  Ream's  Station. 
It  suffered  severely,   and  was  greatly  reduced  in  | 
numbers.     February  22,   1865,  the  remnant  was  | 
ordered  to  Baltimore,  till  mustered  out  June,  1S65. 

Colonel  Lewis  Owen  Morris,  born  in  Albany, 
August  14,  1824;  studied  at  Albany  Academy.  In 
1847  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  in  the 
First  Artillery,  U.  S.  A.,  and  went  out  to  Mexico. 
Afterwards  he  was  in  constant  service  in  Florida, 
or  on  Texan  frontier.  May,  1861,  he  was  in  com- 
mand of  Fort  Brown,  Texas.  Refused  to  surrender 
or  give  up  United  States  property  to  the  Southern- 
ers. Was  in  service  at  Roanoke  and  Newbern,  and 
captured  Fort  Macon.  In  1862  he  took  command 
of  the  it3th  N.  Y.  Volunteers,  which  he  retamed 
until  killed  by  a  rebel  sharpshooter,  June  3,  1864. 

Major  Fldward  A.  Springsteed,  born  in  Albanv, 
January  31,  1840.  Commissioned  First  Lieutenant 
43d  N.  Y.  Vf)lunteers,  August  17,  1S61;  Captain, 
ii3tli  N.  Y.  Volunteers;  promoted  Major.  Com- 
manded at  Forts  Kearney  anti  De  Russev.  Com- 
manded 2d  Battalion  at  Lauren's  Hill.  Spottsyl- 
vania.  North  Anna,  Coal  Harbor,  ]Milford  Station. 
Had  been  promoted  Colonel.  He  was  killed,  while  1 
leading  his  men,  at  Ream's  Station,  August  25,  I 
1864,  before  his  commission  reached  him.  | 


Captain  James  Kennedy,  born  in  Albany,  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1833.  Was  commissioned  First  Lieuten- 
ant, Company  B,  Ii3lh  Volunteers,  August  4, 
1862;  promoted  Captain,  Battery  L,  February  12, 
1864.  Wounded  at  Coal  Harbor,  June  3d,  at 
Ream's  Station,  August  25th,  and  captured.  Died 
in  Libbv  Prison  of  tvphoid  fever,  September  10, 
1S64. 

Captain  John  A.  IMorris,  a  native  of  Albany,  born 
August  31,  1833.  Was  member  of  Company  B, 
Washington  Continentals;  mustered  into  L'nited 
States  service  August  7,  1862,  as  First  Lieutenant, 
Company  C,  113th  Volunteers;  promoted  Captain, 
August  19th.  Was  in  constant  service  until  May  19, 
1864,  when  a  bullet  pierced  his  heart  at  Spoltsyl- 
vania Court  House. 

Captain  Nathaniel  Wright  was  a  native  of  Kirt- 
land,  O.  When  seventeen,  came  to  Albany  as 
clerk.  Enlisted  in  the  113th;  mustered  in,  August 
II,  1862,  as  First  L-eutenant.  Sent  to  Albany  to 
recruit  regiment,  1S63;  returned  to  field  and  was 
shot  dead  at  Ream's  Station,  August  25,  1S64. 

Captain  Robert  H.  Bell,  born  in  Lancashire, 
England;  came  to  America  when  nineteen.  Was 
foreman  of  Company  No.  8,  Albany  Fire  Depart- 
ment. Served  three  months  with  25th  N.  Y.  Militia; 
raised  company  for  the  113th,  and  was  commis- 
sioned Captain.  Was  wounded  May  19,  18^14,  at 
the  Wilderness,  and  died  June  2Gth. 

Lieutenant  William  Emmet  Orr,  born  in  Albany, 
September  12,  1841;  studied  at  Rochester  Univer- 
sity. Was  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant,  Com- 
pany B,  113th  N.  Y.  Volunteers,  August  7,  1862; 
promoted  First  Lieutenant,  Company  K.  Januarv, 
1864.  A.  A.  A.  G.,  on  Colonel  Morris'  start".  Died 
June  2,  1864,  from  wound  received  at  North  Anna 
River. 

Lieutenant  James  H.  Morgan  was  a  native  of 
Albany;  studied  law.  Commissioned  First  Lieuten- 
ant, Company  G,  i8th  N.  Y.  Volunteers,  1S61; 
re-enlisted  in  Seventh  N.  Y.  Volunteer  Artillery. 
Taken  prisoner  at  Ream'sStation,  August  25,  1S64. 
Died  at  Salisbury,  N.  C,  November  21,  1864. 

Lieutenant  ]Michael  FI.  Barckley,  born  in  Knox. 
November  15,  1840:  graduated  Union  College, 
1862.  Raised  a  Company  in  Knox  and  was  com- 
missioned First  Lieutenant  Company  K,  ii3ch 
Regiment.  He  went  with  his  regiment  through  all 
its  engagements.  Was  wounded  at  Coal  Harbor, 
and  died  fuly  6,  1864. 

Lieutenant  Charles  S.  Evans,  born  in  Rensselaer- 
ville,  November  10,  1840.  Enlisted,  August  2. 
1862,  Company  K,  7th  Volunteer  .\rtillery;  pro- 
moted Lieutenant  Company  I.  June  5,  1S64,  he 
was  killed  at  Coal  Harbor,  buried  there,  and  his 
body  never  found  afterwards. 

Lieutenant  Charles  L.  Yeardslev  was  born  in 
West  Troy,  May  19,  1843.  Enlisted  August  13, 
1862,  Company  H  ii3ih  New  York  \'olunteers; 
was  promoted  Orderly  Sergeant  and  Lieutenant 
April  15,  1864.  He  was  killed  at  Petersburg, 
Va. ,  June  3,  1864,  while  leading  the  charge  of 
Company  G. 

Lieutenant  John  B.  Read,  .Adjutant  7th  New 
York   Volunteer   Artillery;   was    born  October 
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8,   1830,  at  Stuyvesant,  N.  Y.    Helped  raise  a  ! 
Company  for  113th  Regiment,  and  was  commis-  : 
sioned  Second  Lieutenant  Company  A,  August  4,  | 
1862.    Was  wounded  at  Coal  Harbor,  and  left 
within  the  enemy's  lines. 

Sergeant  James  S.  Gerling  was  born  in  England 
October  7,  1845.  Came  to  America  Nvhcii  nine 
years  old.  Enlisted  July,  1S62,  in  the  113th  Regi- 
ment; promoted  Corporal  and  Sergeant.  Wounded 
in  the  Wilderness  June  3.  1S64,  again  August 
24th,  and  died  October  8,  1864. 

Sergeant  George  Sanders  was  a  native  of  Eng- 
land; came  to  Albany  when  fourteen  years  old. 
Enlisted  August  i,  1862.  Company  D  113th  Regi- 
ment. He  was  wounded  in  the  head  by  a  shell  at 
Coal  Harbor,  and  died  in  hospital  June  18.  1S64. 
He  was  promoted  Corporal,  April  11,  1863,  and 
Sergeant,  January  24,  1864. 

Sergeant  William  H.  Bell  was  born  in  Berne 
IMarch  28,  184 1.  Enlisted  August  18,  1862, 
Company  K,  113th  Regiment.  He  died  in  the  ser- 
vice, March  15,  1864. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  NOTICES. 

Colonel  Edward  Frisby  was  born  in  Trenton, 
N.  Y. ,  August  3,  1809.  When  seventeen,  came 
to  Albany;  was  a  hatter.  At  eighteen  he  was 
Corporal  in  a  iMilitia  Company;  promoted  Ensign, 
89th  Infantry,  September  2,  1S31;  Captain,  August, 
1833;  ^lajor,  ]\Iarch,  1835;  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
September,  1839;  Colonel,  August,  1841.  He 
was  Colonel  of  25th  Militia  Regiment,  and  Briga- 
dier-General iith  Brigade,  N.  Y.  S.  M.  He  went 
to  the  front  with  the  25th  Militia  Regiment,  April, 
1 861;  returned  and  raised  the  30th  New  York  i 
Volunteers,  and  was  commis-^ioncd  Colonel.  The 
Regiment  left  Albany  June  27,  1861.  He  was 
killed  at  Second  Bull  Run  battle,  August  28, 
1862. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Frederick  Lyman  Tremain, 
son  of  Hon.  Lyman  Tremain,  was  born  in  Dur-  | 
ham,  N.  Y.,  June  13,  1843.  He  attended  Albany 
Academy,  Anthony's  Classical  Institute,  and  Ho- 
bart  College.  He  enlisted  in  ii3lh  Regiment, 
raised  a  Company  and  was  promoted  Adjutant; 
he  was  transferred  to  First  Brigade,  Third  Division 
of  the  Cavalry  Corps:  afienvards  to  Second  Cavalry 
Division,  Second  Brigade.  He  was  in  all  the  en- 
gagements with  his  division  under  General  Sheri- 
dan in  the  Wilderness,  Todd's  Tavern,  Childsburg. 
Meadow's  Bridge,  Richmond  Heights,  Haw's 
Shop,  Spottsylvania,  St.  Mary's  Church,  Ream's 
Station,  Malvern  Hill,  Lee's  ^lills,  and  others. 
He  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  loth  New- 
York  Cavalry,  and  was  wounded  at  Dabney's  Mills 
February  5,  1865,  and  died  three  davs  later. 

Captain  Harmon  N.  ^Merriman,  born  in  Frank-  • 
lin,  Pa.,  September  19,  18 ig;  was  a  lawver. 
Helped  raise  the  Tenth  Regiment;  was  Captain 
Company  H;  was  wounded  at  Port  Hudson  May 
27,  1863,  whde  leading  his  company,  and  died 
on  his  way  home  July  15,  1S63. 

Captain  John  ^IcGuire  was  born  in  Ireland  in 
1829.    Came  to  Albany  in  1845;  was  Sergeant  of 


the  Albanv  Worth  Guards;  enlisted  in  25th  New 
York  Militia  and  served  with  the  Regiment  in 
1861  and  1S62.  September.  iS'12,  he  joined  175th 
New  York  Volunteers;  was  appointed  First  Lieu- 
tenant and  promoted  Captain.  He  served  with 
Regiment  at  Port  Hudson,  in  Shenandoah  Valley, 
and  North  Carolina,  where  he  was  killed  by  guer- 
rillas April  I  5,  1865. 

Lieutenant  James  Williamson  was  born  in  Scot- 
land October  2,  1829.  Was  P^ir-t  Lieutenant  loth 
Regiment,  New  York  State  Militia,  July  8.  1861. 
When  the  Regiment  was  changed  to  177th  New 
York  Volunteers,  he  was  appointed  First  Lieuten- 
ant Company  H.  He  was  in  batdes  of  Poncha- 
toula  and  Port  Hudson.  At  the  latter  he  was 
killed  ]May  27,  1863,  while  leading  a  charge. 

Orderly-Sergeant  Peter  M.  Shaler  was  born  in 
Scotland  March  11,  1842.  Came  to  America  at 
die  age  of  10  and  to  Albany  in  1858.  He  joined 
loth  Regiment,  New  York  State  ^Militia.  Went  to 
war  with  this  Regiment.   Was  wounded  IMarch  24, 

1863,  at  Ponchatoula,  La.,  and  died  July  18, 
1863. 

Sergeant  Alexander  D.  Rice  was  born  in  Albany 
April  10,  1837.  Enlisted  vVugust  6,  1862,  in 
Company  C,  7th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  and 
promoted  Sergeant.     He  was  wounded  June  3, 

1864,  at  Coal  Harbor,  and  died  June  28th. 
Sergeant  Andrew  T.  Flotaling,  Company  A,  was 

born  in  New  Baltimore  Julv  23.  1S38.  Eniisted  in 
Company  A,  7th  New  York  xVrtillery,  November  7, 
1862;  promoted  Corporal,  December  i.  1862;  Ser- 
geant, May  I,  1 8(^3.  He  was  wounded  at  Peters- 
burg June  22,  1S64,  and  died  in  hospital  Julv  26, 
1864. 

Sergeant  Paul  Quay  was  born  in  Knox  July  30, 
184 1.  Enlisted  in  the  7th  Regiment  August  i, 
1862;  taken  prisoner  June  16,  1S64;  sent  to  An- 
dersonville,  ai'terwards  to  Milan,  where  he  died  in 
prison. 

Our  space  admits  of  no  more  extended  notice  of 
the  noble  part  acted  by  Albany  County  in  the 
cruel  War  of  the  Rebellion.  We  are  indebted  to 
Dr.  CI?  k's  "Heroes  of  Albany"  for  most  of  our 
facts,  which  we  have  been  obliged  to  express  here 
in  a  very  condensed  form. 

In  the  history  given  in  this  volume  of  the  Lew 
Benedict  Post,  George  S.  Dawson  Post,  and  Lewis 
O.  Morris  Post,  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  will  appear  hon- 
ored names  of  some  other  men  of  patriotic  hearts 
and  brave  deeds,  who  came  back  from  that  fearful 
struggle  to  dwell  with  us.  and  carry  on  still  longer 
the  battle  of  life  as  useful  citizens.  Some  others 
will  also  appear  in  the  history  of  our  local  military 
organizations. 

To  one  who  wishes  to  know  more  of  these  men, 
and  to  keep  their  names  and  deeds  in  lasting  re- 
membrance, we  commend  the  observance  of  Dec- 
oration Day,  when  soldiers  and  citizens  unite  in 
processions,  and  proceed  to  decorate  with  flowers 
the  soldiers'  graves  in  Rural  Cemetery  and  other 
last  resting  places  of  the  dead  patriots  in  this 
vicinity.  May  this  custom,  and  the  other  appro- 
priate ceremonies  of  the  day,  long  be  annually 
observed ! 
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WTST  POINT  CADETS. 

The  following  list,  obtained  from  the  Adjutant- 
General  in  the  War  Department  at  Washington,  un- 
der date  of  June  i8,  1S55,  contaiiLs,  so  far  as  can 
be  ascertained  from  the  records  of  this  department, 
the  names  of  cadets  admitted  to  the  U.  S.  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point,  from  Albany  County,  N. 
Y.,  since  1S15: 

*Dudley  W.  Allanson,  iSrS;  William  Blood- 
good,  1819;  Stephen  V.  R.  Ryan,  1S21;  Horace 
Smith,  182 1 ;  John  R.  B.  Gardenicr,  1823;  Abra- 
ham Van  Buren,  1S23:  *Isaac  P.  Van  Antwerp, 
1823;  *Burritt  Shepherd,  1824;  Chileab  S.  Howe, 
1825;  Henry  Van  Rensselaer,  1827;  Daniel  P. 
Whitney,  1828;  *Richard  Ten  Broeck,  1829;  *Ed- 
ward  Elliott,  1829;  Archibald  Campbell,  1831; 
John  Bratt,  1833;  John  Hillhouse,  1838;  Egbert  L. 
Viele,  1842;  Albert  J.  S.  ]Molinard,  1847;  '^Thomas 

E.  Collins,  1S51;  *Henry  S.  Hulbert,  1 853 ;  *George 
T.  Peckham,  1854;  William  H.  Harris,  1857;  James 

F.  Gregory,  1861;  Leonard  G.  Hun,  1S65;  Henrv 
P.  Walker,  1869;  *Theodore  P.  Bailey,  1875; 
Daniel  E.  McCarthy,  1877;  Frank  Do  W.  Ramsey, 
1 881;  fWiliiam  G.  Thompson,  1885; 

The  establishment  of  a  U.  S.  ^Military  Academy 
at  West  Point  was  recommended  by  George  Wash- 
ington in  1793.  It  was  established  by  Act  of  U. 
S.  Congress,  I\Iarch  12,  1802,  and  organized  in 
1812.   

SPECIAL   OFFICERS  CONNECTED  WITH 
SOME  OF  THE  INDUSTRIES  OF 
ALBANY  COUNTY. 

Chapter  XL,  Laws  of  1784,  enacts  that  no  pot 
or  pearl-ashes  shall  be  shipped  for  exportation 
until  inspected  by  a  properly  appointed  inspector, 
who  shall  start  the  same  out  of  the  casks  and  care- 
fully examine,  try  and  inspect  the  same,  and  sort 
the  same  in  three  difl'erent  sorts  if  necessary;  to  be 
placed  in  separate  casks,  well  hooped  and  coopered, 
and  branded  with  the  quality,  weight,  place  of  in- 
spection, and  name  of  inspector.  His  fees  were 
sixpence  per  hu.idrcdweight. 


In  case  of  any  dispute  between  inspector  and 
owner,  any  magistrate  within  the  county  may  i.ssuc 
a  warrant  to  three  indifferent  judicious  persons  of 
skill  and  integrity — one  to  be  named  by  the  owner, 
one  by  the  inspector,  and  one  by  the  magistrate — 
to  be  viewers  to  view  and  search  the  said  pot  or 
pearl-ashes  and  report  of  the  quality  thereof  as  soon 
as  conveniently  may  be.  The  fees  and  costs  were  to 
be  paid  by  the  party  against  whom  the  report  was 
made. 

By  the  Laws  of  1788,  General  Inspectors  of  Lum- 
ber were  authorized,  and  by  Chapter  LIX  of  the 
Laws  of  iSoi,  an  inspector  for  the  City  of  Albany 
was  authorized  to  inspect  all  timber,  boards,  plank 
of  every  kind,  scantling  or  shingles,  before  they  are 
exported  out  of  this  State,  and  mark  with  a  mark- 
ing iron  on  each  board,  plank,  or  piece  of  timber 
the  initial  letters  of  his  Christian  name  and  surname, 
with  the  number  of  feet  in  each  board,  plank,  or 
piece  of  timber;  and  no  board  shall  be  marked  as 
merchantable  and  good  but  what  is  at  least  si.\ 
inches  wide,  clear  of  sap,  and  shall  be  of  the  actual 
thickness  sold  for.  Provided,  however,  that  all 
plank  and  boards  which  are  less  than  si.x  inches 
wide,  clear  of  sap,  may  be  exported  as  sap-plank  and 
boards,  if  they  be  of  the  thickness  of  merchantable 
plank  and  boards  and  marked  with  the  letter  "S" 
in  addition  to  the  inspector's  mark.  The  inspectors 
were  not  to  trade  in  lumber,  and  received  37^-  cents 
for  each  thousand  feet,  superficial  measure,  in- 
spected; fourteen  cents  per  ton  of  forty  cubic  feet 
for  square  timber;  and  twenty  cents  per  bundle  for 
shingles. 

Chapter  152,  Laws  of  1829,  authorized  the  per- 
son administering  the  government  of  this  State  to 
appoint  Inspectors  and  Admeasurers  of  Wood  and 
Timber  for  Albany  County,  for  the  term  of  three 
years,  whose  fees  were  12^  cents  for  every  100  feet 
of  timber  inspected  and  measured;  four  cents  per 
cord  for  parcels  of  wood  containing  less  than  ten 
cords,  and  three  cents  per  cord  for  parcels  of  ten 
cords  and  upwards:  besides  his  traveling  fees  of  six 
cents  per  mile.  These  fees  to  be  paid  jointly  by 
the  buyer  and  seller. 


BOARD  OF  CHARITIES. 


ONE  of  the  most  beneficent  of  the  departments 
oiganized  by  the  Slate  and  doing  service  for 
the  whole  State,  is  the  State  Board  of  Charities.  It 
is  not  in  our  plan  to  give  a  detailed  history  of  this 
Board,  nor  a  statement  of  the  important  service  it  is 
rendering ;  only  enough  in  a  general  way  to  make 
known  its  organization,  its  object,  and  the  nature 
of  its  work;  and  then  to  exhibit,  in  abridged  tabu- 
lar form,  what  it  is  doing  for  Albany  County  Insti- 
tutions of  Charity. 

A  State  Legislative  Act  was  passed  May  23, 
1867,  providing  that  "the  Governor,  with  ad- 
vice and   consent  of  the  Senate,   shall  appoint 

*  Left  the  Academy  before  grailuaiion.    t  Present  cadet. 


I  eight  persons,  one  of  whom  shall  reside  in  each 
judicial    district  of  the  State,   to  be  desi  nated 
!  as  the  Board  of  State  Commissioners  of  Public 
i  Charities."    Their  term  of  office  was  to  be  eight 
(  years;  but  the  first  appointed  weie  to  be  classed  SC) 
that  one  should  go  out  each  }ear,  the  place  to  be 
filled  by  the  appointing  power  as  above.     In  1S70, 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Secretary  of  State,  Comp- 
troller and  Attorney-General  were  made  nicmbeis 
of  the  Board,  ex-ojjicio. 
[      The  Commissioners,  by  this  statute,  have  full 
I  power  to  inquire  into  the  financial  condition  of 
I  the  institutions  under  their  care;  to  examine  into 
I  the  meliiods  of  instruction  and  management  of 
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inmates;  the  conduct  of  officers;  condition  of  build-  i 
ings;  and  all  otiier  matters  pertaining  to  their  use- 
fulness. Under  this  aspect  of  its  duties  the  Board  | 
is  constituted  the  "moral  eye"  of  the  State,  and  j 
its  adviser  in  relation  to  the  condition  and  care  of 
the  unfortunate  classes  under  its  guardian  care,  i 
For  these  services  the  members  of  the  Board  re-  i 
ceive  no  compensation  other  than  reimbursement  j 
for  actual  expenses.  { 

The  first  Board  of  Commissioners  were  duly 
appointed  and  confirmed  in  January,  1S5S,  and 
were  as  follows:    First  District,  Nathan  Bishop; 
Second  District,  Harvey  G.  Eastman;  Third  Dis-  ' 
trict,  John  V.  L.  Pruyn;  I'ourth  District,  Edward 
G.  Foster;  Fifth  District,  Theodore  W.  Dwight;  1 
Sixth  District,   Samuel  F.   jMiller;  Seventh  Dis-  j 
trict,  Martin  B.  Anderson;  Eighth  District,  F.  H.  : 
James.     Two  of  these  commissioners,   Messrs.  i 
Foster  and  Miller,  are  members  of  the  present 
Board.  | 

Little  was  accomplished  during  the  brief  term  ; 
of  Henry  C.  Lake,  the  first  Secretary.    Dr.  Charles  i 
S.  Hoyt,  who  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  the  legal 
establishment  of  this  Board,  was  made  Secretary  ' 
of  the  Board,  June  5,  1868.    The  wisdom  of  this 
choice  has  been  proved  by  the  remarkable  fidelity  ' 
and  success  with  which  he  has  discharged  the  ' 
duties  of  the  office  ever  since.     The  work  of  the  j 
Secretary  had  so  much  increased,  that  in  1874  the 
present  Assistant-Secretary,  Hon.  James  O.  Fan- 
ning, received  his  appointment.    It  was  a  most  : 
fitting  selection,  as  a  faithful  service  of  eleven  years  j 
has  shown.     Much  of  the  out-door  work  has  come  ; 
upon  him;  and  nearly  all  of  those  arduous  duties  | 
connected  with  the  office,  such  as  correspondence, 
collecting  facts,  and  preparing  and  distributing  re- 
ports and  other  documents,  have  been  his  special 
charge.  j 

Hon.  John  V.  L.  Pruyn,  of  Albany,  a  noble  man,  , 
one  of  the  originators  of  this  Board,  and  its  first 
President,  died  November  2,  1877.    Rev.  Dr.  ]M. 
B.  Anderson  succeeded  him  only  a  short  time,  \ 
when  Hon.  William  P.  Letchworth,  the  present  de-  | 
voted  and  judicious  President,  was  elected. 

By  the  statutes  of  ]May  21  and  June,  1873,  the  ' 
name  of  the  Board  was  changed  to  The  State  Board 
of  Charities.     Its  membership  was  increased  to  [ 
eleven,  and  additional  powers  were  conferred  upon 
it.    The  right  of  supervisory  visitation  was  extended 
to    all    charitable,    reform.atory    or  correctional 
institutions,    except  prisons.     Even   private  asy- 
lums are  included.     By  this  act  any  person  or 
association  is  prohibited   from  establishing  any  | 
asylum  or  institution  of  any  sort  for  the  custody  ; 
or  -treatment  of  the  insane  without  obtaining  a  i 
license  therefor  from  this  Board.    It  provides,  also,  i 
for  the  appointment  of  a  State  Commissioner  of 
Lunacy,  who  is,  ex  ojficio,  a  member  of  this  Board. 


When,  in  1S73,  the  act  relating  to  State  paupers 
was  passed  by  the  Legislature,  Albany  was  selected 
as  one  of  the  five  counties  of  the  State  for  tlieir  re- 
ception, support  and  care.  It  thus  came  to  have 
a  State  Alms-house.  Ihe  accommodations  of- 
fered were  for  two  hundred  persons,  and  $2.50  per 
week  was  to  be  the  price  of  support.  At  first 
seventeen  males  and  one  female  were  assigned.  Of 
these,  one  died,  the  ist  of  January,  1S74,  two  ab- 
sconded, and  nine  were  removed  from  the  State  as 
not  belonging.  This  policy  of  determining  the  legal 
residence  of  paupers  and  relieving  the  State  of  the 
burden  of  their  support  by  the  removal  of  non-res- 
idents, has  ever  since  been  carried  on. 

December  31,  1S74,  there  were  in  Albany  Count}' 
Alms-house,  thirty-five  children  born  in  that  insti- 
tution during  the  year.  Only  three  of  these  now 
remain.  The  dependent  children  in  this  county 
are,  as  fast  as  possible,  placed  in  various  asylums 
in  Albany.  In  1875,  the  whole  number  was  be- 
tween three  and  four  hundred.  The  price  paid  for 
their  maintenance  is  $1.50  per  week. 

]\Iuch  might  be  written  concerning  the  vast 
amount  of  saving  of  expenditure  by  the  judicious 
oversight  and  management  ot  this  Board  in  regu- 
lating the  lavish  out-door  relief;  in  the  organization 
of  productive  labor  in  the  poor-houses:  in  remand- 
ing to  their  own  country  large  numbers  of  foreign 
paupers;  in  relieving  our  own  citizens  from  the 
burden  of  their  support,  and  transferring  them  to 
those  persons  or  places  upon  whom  it  in  equitv 
should  devolve. 

It  is  also  justly  claimed  that,  by  the  watchfulness 
and  care  of  this  Board,  there  has  come  to  be  a  greatlv 
improved  condition  of  the  poor-houses,  a  better  un- 
derstanding of  the  objects  and  purposes  of  orphan 
asylums,  hospitals,  and  like  charities;  a  general  im- 
provement in  the  treatment  and  care  of  the  insane 
and  idiots;  an  equitable  law  carefully  carried  out 
relating  to  the  settlement  of  paupers;  in  short,  more 
intelligence,  more  economy,  less  taxation  and  less 
wrong-doing  in  the  management  of  our  unfor- 
tunate classes  than  before  this  State  Board  was  es- 
tablished. 

We  close  our  brief  article  with  a  tabulated  state- 
ment of  the  names  of  the  institutions  in  theCountv 
of  Alban\'  under  the  supervision  of  the  State  Board 
of  Charities,  and  giving  the  principal  items  of 
general  interest,  so  far  as  figures  can  give  them,  at 
intervals  of  five  years. 

We  take  occasion  here  to  put  on  record  that  the 
New  York  State  Asylum  for  Idiots  was  first  located 
in  Albany  County.  It  commenced  its  useful  work 
in  the  City  of  .Mbany,  October,  1851.  and  was  re- 
moved to  Geddes,  near  Syracuse,  in  September, 
1855.  The  number  of  pupils  admitted  during  that 
period  were,  in  1S51,  23;  in  1852,  26;  in  1853, 
17;  in  1S54,  8. 
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TABLE  I. 

ALBANY  cm'  HOMa:OPATHIC  HOSPITAL. 


Year. 

Real  Estate. 

Perso.nal 
Property. 

Total 
Receipts. 

Total 
Expenditures. 

Total 

Under 
Treat.ment 

During 
THE  Year. 

Total 

DiSCIIAKGEI) 

During 
THE  Year. 

Total 
Remaining 
.\T  End  uf 

Year. 

I>?70   '  

1S75  

$10,057  00 
21,000  00 
1,000  00 





$3,000  00 
5,790  42 
6,230  72 

510,428  00 
5.437  71 
5.9S3  04 

23 
82 

131 

17 
68 
118 

6 
14 
13 

ALBANY  HOSPITAL. 

187s  

$48,000  00 

55,000  00 

*22,.9i3  25 

522,457  26 

432 

393 

39 

1S85  

75,000  00 
100,000  00 

2,500  00 
12,000  00 

30,701  00 
30,070  02 

30,373  00 
27,682  02 

482 
808 

439 
754 

43 
54 

child's  hospital. 

  i  

187s  

1880  

 i 



IS85  

$30,500  00 

$92,710  57  !  S10.931 45 

13' 

83 

48 

ST.  Peter's  hospital. 


1870  ,  

.  _    1                      _  . 

1885  1      55,000  00 

$1,000  00 

$18,329  16 
12.437  76 
12,909  77 

518,252  26 

12,432  43 
12,565  56 

376 
509 

477 

350 
449 
434 

26 
60 
43 

TABLE  IL 

ALBANY  guardian  SOCIETY  AND  HOME  FOR  THE  FRIENDLESS. 

Year. 

Real  Estate. 

Personal 
Property. 

Total 
Receipts 
for  the  Year. 

Total 
E.kpenditures. 

Number 
Supported 

During 
the  Year. 

Number 
Discharged 

Number 
Rem.\ining 
at  End  of 
Year. 

1870  

'875  

1S80  

1885  

$35,988  77 
35, coo  00 
40,oco  00 
35,000  00 

53,000  00 
27,500  00 
39,150  00 
46,300  00 

$32,625  04 
3.420  02 
4,086  70 
9,250  75 

532,206  00 

3,345  80 

3.289  39 
5.053  05 

34 
53 
47 
57 

4 

\ 

30 
45 
41 
52 

ALBANY  orphan  ASVLU.M. 
[For  Children  Between  Ages  of  3  and  12.    Incorporated  March  30,  1S81.] 

1870  

1875  

1880  

1885  

$15,000  00 
30,000  00 
45,000  00 
50,000  00 

$76,463  20 
90,000  00 
95,000  00 

$12,456  69 
30,694  65 
33>otJt'  41 
27.448  77 

510,020  24 
29,157  90 
32,116  49 
26,824  61 

148 

193 
308 
421 

46 
44 
84 
J«3 

102 
149 
224 
308 

babies'  nursery. 

IS70  

1875  

18S0  



1885  

$800  00 

$2,200  00 

$2,474  47 

$2,461  83    1  29 

1 1 

iS 

children's  friend  society. 
[First  opened    December    i,  1856.] 

1870  

$3,500  00 
4,200  00 
« 4,200  00 
16,000  00 

S200  00 
3.4C0  00 

14,800  CO 

15,200  00 

$5,527  43          $3,627  65 

2.S82  20     !          2.a.7C  2J. 

•S75  

1880  

3,137  67 
17,377  20 

3,196  09 
16,850  20 



1885  



I 


I  o^It 
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HOME  FOR  THE  AGED  OF  LITTLE  SISTFRS  OF  THE  POOR. 


1 

1875  



1885  

$43,700  00 
80,000  CO 

  $3,005  00 

 i       3.500  00 

$2,750  00 
3,500  CO 

130 

t6o 

24 
10 

106 
150 

HOME  FOR  AGED  MEX. 


1870. 

1875. 
1880. 
1885 


$35,000  00 
35,000  00 

$4,233  53 
4,124  44 

$3,993  68     ;  15 

4,117  58  i  24 

15 
18 

$12,641  61 

6 

HOLSE  OF  SHELTER. 
[Incorporated  January  4,  1869.] 


1875  

S20,ooo  00 
20,000  CO 

S3.550  00 

4,050  00 

$3,455  64 
4.904  78 

$2,623  42 
4,1/8  56 

78 
165 

50 
128 

28 
27 

OPEN  DOOR  MISSION. 


1875  

1 



$10,600  00 

$2,597  84 

$2,096  04 

58 

38 

20 

orphans'  home  OF  ST.  PETER  S  CHURCH. 

$6,000  00 

$1,839  96 
1,246  15 
1,697  05 

12,118  77 

$1,575  19 
1,141  41 
1,206  24 
1,953  10 

18 
29 
27 
19 

3 

12 
4 
5 

IS 
17 
23 
14 

10,000  00 

$1,375  00 
9,786  56 

ST.  JOSEPH  S  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL. 




ST.  VINCENTS  FEMALE  ORPHAN  ASYLUM. 
[Opened  in  1845.] 


1870. 

1875. 
1880. 
1885. 


:    $75,000  00  ! 

$3,000 

00 

$8,752 

QO 

$8,745  90 

■36 

10 

126 

1      83,116  00 

2.000 

00 

10,877 

84 

10,089  42 

160 

33 

127 

116,198  40 

2,0C0 

00 

15,483 

65 

14,197  86 

301 

44 

257 

1    127,289  00  1 

1,000 

00 

22,480 

49 

22,326  63 

315 

62 

253 

ST.  VINCENTS  MALE  ORPHAN  ASYLUM. 


1870. 

1875. 
1880. 
1885 


$16,000  00 
45,oco  00 
58,000  00 
32,000  00 


j      $2,400  00 


$13,762  23 
10,154  18 
8,508  22 
12,046  24 


$13,041  60 

10,1  d6  31 

8,391  58 

11,983  03 


'93 
•45 
142 

157 


TABLE  III. 

ALBANY  COUNTY  POOR-HOUSE. 


59 

35 

25 
29 


134 

1 10 

117 
128 


a! 
< 

No.  Persons 
Supported. 

rs 

scharged. 

u 

•n 

under  16. 

:res  land. 

0 

~  .a 

rt     .  ' 

ol!  1 

ol  1 

j:  S  d 

Z  £  2 
t/:  - 

>  u 

>< 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

^■■^ 
S 

z 

0 

u 

< 

.5i 

c 

lA 
_o 
j3 

'5. 

V 

> 
rs 

,0 

d 

'i-i^  i 

i 

<  k_7. 

1870 

945 

563 

1,508 

1,033 

8i 

63 

172 

7 

3 

3 

8 

272 

554 

954 

120 

S2.S6 

1 

1875 

674 

S84 

1.561 

1, 160 

30 

SO 

10 

8 

3 

4 

27 

509 

1,052 

116 

$300,000 

! 

$21,700.00 

1. 90 

1880 

5'7 

389 

906 

470 

78 

55 

59 

5 

I 

16 

'3 

.  291 

615 

IIS 

■ 

250,000: 

j 

23,068.00 

1.45 

18S5 

486 

247 

733 

411 

62 

64 

35 

3 

3 

I 

3 

2S0 

453 

112 

145.000! 

27.S07.43 

2.50 
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UNITED  STATES  OFFICERS,  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS 

AND 

OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


Prof.  J.  TET^JNTEY,  Editor. 


''I^HE  United  States  Arsenal  is  in  the  township 
_[  of  WatervHet,  within  the  boundaiT  of  the  village 
ot  \N'est  Troy;  havins^  the  Hudson  River  on  the 
cast,  the  Walervliet  Turnpike  and  horse  railroad 
passing  through  the  grounds  on  a  line  with  the 
river,  and  the  Erie  Canal  running  through  the 
depot  inclosure,  between  the  front  and  rear  build- 
ings, over  which  are  two  bridges.  The  local  posi- 
tion is  distant  northeast  from  tlie  new  Capitol,  Al- 
bany, six  miles;  nearly  opposite  the  City  of  Troy; 
and  in  latitude  42  degrees  43  minutes  and  9 
seconds,  and  longitude  73  degrees  42  minutes  and 
7  seconds. 

The  establishment  was  located  here  in  1813, 
upon  about  12  acres  of  iand  which  was  the  original 
purchase,  and  was  commenced  in  18 14  under  the 
direction  of  Colonel  George  Bumford,  of  the  ord- 
nance department:  after  which  it  was  under  the 
supervision  of  ]Major  Daliba,  an  officer  of  the  same 
department,  who  matured  many  of  its  details,  and 
introduced  an  excellent  system  of  economy  and 
police  regulations.  These  first  officers  have  been 
succeeded  by  the  following: 

Colonel  Talcott,  General  W.  J.  Worth,  Major 
Baker,  Major  Symington,  ■Major  jNIordecai,  Colonel 
Thornton,  Colonel  Hagner,  Brevet-Captain  O.  E. 
IMichaelis,  Colonel  Buttmgton,  Colonel  Mordecai, 
Captains  Michaelis,  Metcalfe  and  Young. 

The  area  of  territory  has  been  enlarged  by  several 
purchases,  and  cessions  Irom  the  State.  At  this 
time  the  reservation  contains  109  acres,  the  whole 
inclosed  by  a  wall  eight  feet  high,  fexcept  on  the 
east  front,  where  there  is  an  iron  fence  which 
allows  an  open,  clear  outlook  to  the  river. 

The  river  front  is  1,630  feet  long,  800  feet  of 
which  is  finished,  at  a  cost  of  $50,000,  as  a  stone 
wharf,  where  vessels  as  large  as  any  navigating  the 
upper  Hudson  can  unload.  From  the  river  it  ex- 
tends westward,  with  a  width  of  1,700  feet  to  the  Erie 
Canal,  which  passes  througii  about  600  feet  from  the 
river,  and  thence  in  tnangul.ir  shape  to  a  point  about 
1,000  feet  from  the  canal,  and  within  200  feet  of 
the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canil  Co. 's  railroad. 

The  area  within  the  inclosure  now  unoccupied 
is  arranged  with  taste,  and  skill  has  been  exercised 
in  combining  the  useful  with  the  agreeable.  All 
the  appointments  and  construction  of  buildings  are 
nearly  perfect.  The  roadways  are  substantial  and 
made  of  gravel  interlaid  with  flag-stone  walks, 
while  the  spaces,  or  portions  unoccupied,  are  kept 
in  lawns  and  garden  plats,  which,  with  the  many 
shade  trees,  add  to  the  general  attractiveness. 
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The  present  permanent  buildings  required  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  various  branches  con- 
nected with  the  Arsenal,  as  well  as  offices,  residen- 
ces and  quarters,  are  arranged  with  admirable  skill 
with  reference  to  their  convenience  and  special 
purpose  of  economic  adaptability.  They  are  con- 
structed of  brick  and  iron,  in  plain,  solid  masonry, 
without  elaborate  architectural  design,  and  pre- 
sent a  military  appearance,  increased  by  the  war 
supplies,  and  ornamrnted  with  many  memorial 
trophies  of  former  victories  on  land  and  sea,  dis- 
tributed over  the  vacant  spaces  within  the  inclos- 
ure. The  buildings,  more  than  thirty  in  all,  are 
painted  and  kept  in  repair. 

During  the  Rebellion  this  arsenal  employed 
1,500  men,  and  in  some  departments  work  was 
continued  day  and  ni^ht  to  fill  the  requisitions  for 
ordnance  supplies  for  our  armies  during  their  con- 
tinuous engagements.  The  quantity,  variety  and 
quality  of  the  issues  made  and  forwarded  day  by 
day,  for  many  months,  demonstrates  the  special 
advantages  of  this  site  for  rapidly  manufacturing 
military  supplies,  and  shipping  them  in  all  direc- 
tions and  at  all  seasons.  Since  that  time  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  system  of  store-rooms  and  shops,  with 
increased  motive  power,  improved  machinery  of 
many  kinds,  and  other  facilities  of  recent  introduc- 
tion and  modern  invention,  have  greatly  enlarged 
the  capabilities  and  relative  completeness  of  the  es- 
tablishment, which  will  now  accommodate  a  larger 
force  of  workmen  and  insure  greater  promptness. 

The  more  recent  improvements  are -a  com- 
pleted range  of  two-story  shops,  inclosing  three 
sides  of  a  square,  465  feet  front  and  300  deep;  this 
block,  built  of  brick  and  iron,  is  of  the  most  ap- 
proved .stvle  for  working  purposes,  and  supplied 
with  double  steam  engines  as  well  as  with  water 
power  from  the  canal,  the  use  of  which  is  secured 
by  perpetual  grant,  f)r  privileges  granted  to  the 
State.  Connected  with  this  valuable  system  of  con- 
venient shops,  the  permanent  quarters,  barracks, 
store-houses,  timber  and  carriage  stores,  and  all 
other  fixed  structures  are  well  supplied  with  every 
necessary  modern  convenience,  and  many  improve- 
ments which  contribute  to  the  health,  comfort  and 
well-being  of  all,  have  received  careful  attention. 

Independent  of  the  extensive  iron  manufacturing 
establishments  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  there  are 
advantages  in  the  geographical  location  and  facili- 
ties for  transportation  of  materials  and  supplies 
which  command  consideration  from  the  general 
Government,  to  permanently  establish  this  depot  on 
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a  scale  of  national  magnitude  and  inipoi  tance,  com- 
mensurate with  the  resources  and  demands  of  a 
people  who  are  proud  of  their  ability  to  maintain 
public  improvements  creditable  to  the  military  de- 
partment of  this  Republic. 

This  esiablishment  is  under  the  Ordnance  Bu- 
reau of  the  War  Department  at  Washington,  and 
in  all  its  arrangements,  and  in  every  detail,  refer- 
ence has  been  thoroughly  represented  in  the  con- 
struction of  permanent  improvements  as  to  ele- 
gance, durability  and  order;  and  the  general 
working  force  is  most  admirably  selected  with 
regard  to  their  actual  value  and  capacity  for  sub- 
stantial results. 

This  is  one  of  the  national  arsenals  ranking  as 
first-class,  and  is  designed  to  be  the  principal 
depot  for  military  stores,  arms  and  equipments  in 
the  Northern  States;  also  for  the  manufacture,  repair 
and  storage  of  war  material  and  military  equipages, 
and  supplies  for  every  branch  of  the  infantry  and 
cavalry  service,  including  fortification  munitions. 

The  cost  of  the  buildings  for  arsenal  purposes, 
including  all  necessary  structures,  machinery,  im- 
provements, manufactures,  and  stores,  are  estimated 
at  $1,500,000,  and  value  of  raw  material  used 
during  the  year,  §30,000;  average  number  em- 
ployed, 130,  including  4  officers  and  30  soldiers. 
The  original  cost  of  all  the  land  is  about  $^,^,000. 
Under  proper  regulations  the  public  have  access  to 
this  establishment,  and  it  is  well  worthy  of  a  visit. 

Upon  a  map  of  the  arsenal  grounds  in  1878 
there  were  the  following  buildings: 

Guard-house:  office;  Quartermaster's  office  and 
engine-house;  iron  store-house;  workshops,  con- 
taining eight  departments;  turbines,  boiler  and 
engine-rooms;  arsenals,  two;  laboratory;  officers' 
quarters,  two;  commanding  officers'  quarters;  ar- 
tillery store-house;  cottages  for  enlisteci  men,  four; 
brick  stables,  two;  hospital;  barracks;  ice-houses, 
two;  nitre  store;  timber  store-houses,  six;  carriage 
sheds;  proof-house;  tank-house;  magazines,  two; 
carriage  sheds,  1 2. 

In  the  year  1813  the  United  States  purchased 
two  lots  of  land  from  James  Gibbons  and  wife, 
upon  which  were  located  the  first  buildings  of  the 
arsenal.  The  deed  to  these  lands  is  recorded  in 
the  County  Clerk's  office,  in  Book  of  Deeds  Xo.  29, 
pages  23,  24,  and  25.  The  following  extracts  are 
given : 

"This  Indenture,  made  the  14th  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  1813,  Between  James  Gib- 
bons and  Esther,  his  wife,  of  the  first  part,  and  the 
people  of  the  United  States  of  the  second  part, 
Witnesseth,  That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  for 
and  in  consideraiion  of  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five 
hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars,  current  lawful 
money  of  the  United  States,  do  grant,  bargain, 
sell,  demise,  release,  and  confirm  unto  the  said 
party  of  the  second  part,  and  to  their  successors 
and  assigns  forever,  AH  that  certain  lot,  piece,  or 
parcel  of  land  situate,  lying  and  being  in  the  village 
of  Gibbcjnsville,  in  the  town  of  Watervliet,  in  ttie 
County  of  Albany,  in  the  State  of  Xew  V'ork,  and 
*  *  *  containing  one  acre  and  fourteen  perches 
of  land.     Also  all  that  one  other  certain  lot,  piece, 


or  parcel  of  land  situate,   lying,   and  being  in 
!  Gibbonsville  aforesaid  and    *    ^    ^-  containing 
i  eleven  acres  three  roods  and  fourteen  perches." 
The  first  cession  of  lands  by  the  State  to  the 

United  States,  is  found  in  5th  edition  R.  S. ,  page 

93,  in  pursuance  to  the  act  passed  .March  31,  1S15, 

as  follows: 

"And  also  all  that  certain  piece  or  parcel  of  land 
situate  in  the  town  of  Watervliet,  in  the  County  of 
Albany,  and  State  aforesaid,  at  a  place  called  Gib- 
bonsville, on  which  is  also  erected  an  Arsenal  and 
other  buildings  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
bounded  as  follows,  to  wit:    *    *    *   The  United 

I  States  are  to  retain  such  jurisdiction  so  long  as  said 
tract  shall  be  applied  to  the  use  of  providing  for 
the  defense  and  safety  of  the  said  State  and  no 
longer.  The  jurisdiction  so  ceded  does  not  pre- 
vent the  execution  on  said  tracts  of  any  process, 
civil  or  criminal,  under  the  authority  of  this  State, 
nor  prevent  the  laws,  not  incompatible  with  the 
purpose  for  which  such  cession  was  made,  from 
operating  wiihin  the  bounds  of  said  tract." 

Included  in  this  Act  is  the  following:  "The 
United  States  have  also  jurisdiction  over  a  tract  of 
land  in  the  town  of  Watervliet,  in  the  County  of 
Albany, such  jurisdiction  having  been  ceded  for  the 
defense  and  safety  of  this  Siate  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Land  Office,  pursuant  to  the  act 
passed  March  20,  1S07. " 

Second  cession. — Chapter  332  of  the  Laws  of 
1830,  cedes  to  the  United  States  of  America,  "for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  and  maintaining  thereon 
arsenals,  magazines,  dockyards,  and  other  neces- 
sary buildings,  jurisdiction  of  the  State  over  all 
that  certain  tract,  piece  or  parcel  of  land,  situate, 
lying  and  being  in  the  town  of  Watervliet,  in  the 
County  of  Albany,  and  bounded  as  follows:  *  *  * 
together  with  al!  the  land  under  water  lying  oppo- 
site and  westerly  of  the  described  premises,  which 
has  been  heretofore  granted  by  letters  patent  to 
James  Gibbons  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  Xew 
York,  but  always  excepting  and  reserving,  out  of 

I  the  lands  above  described,  the  land  occupied  by 
the  Erie  Canal,  one  rod  on  each  side  thereof,  and 
also  the  public'highway. '' 

The  State  retains  concurrent  jurisdiction  for  the  • 
execution  of  all  civil  process  therein,  and  of  crim- 
inal process  for  offenses  committed  without  the 
said  tract  of  land.  1  he  United  State  are  to  retain 
jurisdiction  only  so  long  as  the  ceded  lands  are 
used  lor  the  purposes  named  in  the  act. 

Third  cession. — Chapter  96  of  ilie  Laws  of  1833, 
cedes  jurisdiction  over  an  additional  tract  in  said 
town  "  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit:  *  *  *  contain- 
ing thirty-eight  and  one-tenth  of  an  acre,  excepting 

1  and  reserving  out  one  rod  in  width  along  the  west 

1  side  of  the  Erie  Canal,  subject  to  the  .same  condi- 

\  tions  as  the  tracts  first  conveyed.  ' 

';  Fourth  cession. — Chapter  337,  Laws  of  Xew 
■^'ork,  .April  14,  1S59.  "An  Act  vesting  in  the 
United  States  of  America  jurisdiction  over  a  cer- 
tain piece  of  land  in  the  village  of  West  Troy,  in 
the  County  of  Albany,  bounded  as  follows,  to 
wit:" — Wiih  the  same  conditions  as  previous 
conveyances. 


n. 


: ! : , 


■1  .'J '  . 


•.••..7/  Vj  ir*='->  •>iii  m  .').■■  -.■!•  •'.> 

^  7  ":n7i:  bnj;  ,v<:rd  A  'i   -v^  ■ 


■  t  I 


;i  .i.j-v        .7ir';:;K' :!    ;   !«.  '.■■r:^.  ■ 

!!  ;..  ,,:  ,-. '.•,:.!'.•)       l.-:-I.r'::-^fI    !   -v'Pi  t'-ft 

:                -si;-;  I  ' 

7                  .-.).•'■  Uf'i-  '        jrnii'fif--!  viEir.-rir  '*n.vijc«r  xSi 

^  '      7  ■         v-17'      -  ■  '   ,                            ■  [^■■{y.'   t-r  _ 

.  ■  ;  .     '  • , ' ! ,  7    "  ,  '  ■  '  ■  .•                I  ■           ;.  J  ^    7  •!  ■  ^.      ,  ,!^;  ; 

.             ..^         ,  .w;- "     ;   -:;  i'  ..i:  .r  .  -in--..?-)!!  ,^o''i''';i>7 

■  ,             ;       •      :,-  :  .  '    -.^;:^r  :  -J f ^VOl." 

,  ,  ,       ,  .,  •          ■             7'     ,  i;..'  [:        '^ri.c.;:?  ,i7  iS' 

■  ,.  . .  .  ■/  ;  ='''777'  ''''''''  5:\:y.n\'v.a 
■    '■  ^..           ■  :v    ,o;;i  .Di.-(-.V!'4 

■      -,      '           ;  .■-                             '   ^  .    i  r.  :f::h:j  iyi^V 

■■-  .      •  .   ,    .  ■-        ■  -  ,    7  I". •!»:■•  j  r7ifl' 

.             .  "  ;      :  V  :  ^:  -     :  .       ■       '     ■■         _  i7^i,"lf  . 

,        ,      ■  -  '     :      ■  c.           _..jc".;   .,  r 

:  ;    ,.-  ■              :  ^ ; ' . '  ^ "o: !;0;;  ::.H^--.:-:)vi': 

:   •,  '  -  ■;  .           ■  '  v.- 7  ■   .;7;.;/v  ;-r;:.!!,-.: 

.  -    •■             ,.  ;                  -                -J ;  --x:  ;^;n'::Ci--'~  !-;;i;'^' 

-    ;i               .-     ■.  '                                          ,  ■  :^:>,E;;:-,'v   .DiriLx!  ;-:'7>K'  V!'*U:J 

;.        ,,  ;         ■■■.■]  ::;;'iUfiv  '  7>n;i 

■  J..',  i  -                    ■  -  ..^  ■ ■   '"i  ■;-"7::L:i  -.yiOJ*  •.'•».>*•» 

v;:  ;                  ^       ;■            •  ,..£sr.i;i7T;-.0'!q  :/^;:^:"7 

^  ]            .  ,  ,    \                          ..■  t--7r  hr-.--'|  too'! 


;  -.7  r           ■  ■  .        ;  ,  ,  ^  ...  "-^"^^S 

■■ '.:.  ;-:.;v.  7i  !li  [  :7'-i  '■  v:-  .-v-,  ^-di,  io  /vrp  ;7i  .^i':!;;*"^!  br;^:  ftrfotj 

V         ,         -ii). .             h;^.  =>,ir  "^r'.  > :.. Ijju:'}   'mU  '  '  •■-■^^■-] 

;.           ■■V'7    ,  I     X,:'  .z.  '  .'i:              ■:.  '  .■-    ^'  ><''■'■  i.-''''  n'J  ;.'-:3 


.1  • 


1-  •:  i'lfiO'Hi/ 


l! 


U.  S.  OFFICERS,  PUBLIC  BCrr.niXGS  AXD  OTHER  IXSTITL'TIOXS. 


435 


In  1825,  James  Gibbons  agreed  to  sell  to  the  tained  from  Esther  Gibbons,  his  widow  and  execii- 

State  forty  acres  of  land,  at  ttirco  hundrt'd  dollars  trix.     Some  additions  have  been  made  by  the 

per  acre.     He  failed  to  give  a  deed  before  his  jjurchase  of  several  contiguous  lots, 

death,  and  April  28,  1S28,  the  property  was  ob-  ' 


GOVERNMENT  BUILDING. 

The  Government  Building  is  a  granite  structure, 
located  on  Broadway,  corner  of  S:ate  street. 

The  marked  progress  of  Albany,  with  its  in- 
creased business,  largely  due  to  the  concentration 
here  of  river,  canal,  and  railroads  offering  almost 
unparalleled  facilities  for  inland  transportation  of 
every  variety  of  merchandise,  was  brought  to  the 
consideration  of  the  general  Government.  Influ- 
ence of  prominent  citizens  was  successful  in  secur- 
ing the  erection  of  a  buildintf  for  the  transaction 
of  Government  business.  The  Post-ofllce  and 
other  Federal  offices  had  for  all  past  years  de- 
pended upon  rented  apartments. 

The  first  definite  action  was  taken  by  Congress, 
!\Iarch  21,  1872,  when  an  act  was  passed,  having 
for  its  object  the  erection  of  a  building  at  Albany 
for  Government  purpose',  the  cost  of  which  was 
limited  to  $350,0:0.  At  this  time  no  appropria- 
tion was  made,  as  it  was  required  that  the  site  I)e 
given  by  the  City  of  Albany. 

After  viewing  several  locations  selection  of  the 
P^xchange  Building  and  lot  wa^  made,  and  purchi.>cd 
by  the  city  at  a  cost  of  $100,000,  and  acceined 
by  the  Goverunient:  but  the  area  of  this  lot  was 


considered  too  small  for  the  purposes.  The  act 
of  March  3,  1873,  appropriated  $150,000  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Mechanics'  and  Farmers'  Bank 
property  on  the  north,  separated  by  Exchange 
street.  Again,  June  3,  1874,  Congress  appro^)ri- 
aced  $5,000  additional  for  the  site.  This  made 
the  total  cost  to  the  city  and  Government  5225,0:0. 
In  December.  1S75,  the  work  of  razing  the  Ex- 
change Building  was  commenced,  and  continued 
untd  March,  1876.  Work  was  then  suspended  be- 
cause Congress  had  failed  to  set  a  limit  to  the  cost 
of  the  contemplated  building.  In  March,  1S77, 
an  act  was  passed  limiting  the  cost  to  S5Co,coc. 
This  necessitated  a  new  plan;  and  the  present, 
which  is  Italian  Renaissance,  was  adopted  in  place 
of  the  original  design,  which  was  an  elaborate 
Gothic. 

In  June.  1877.  w-ork  was  resumed,  and  the  cor- 
ner-stone laid  with  ^lasonic  ceremonies,  May  7, 
1S79.  The  appropriation  having  been  used,  work 
was  discontinued  in  November,  18S3,  leaving 
some  portions  incomplete,  but  with  many  Apart- 
mcnis  ready  for  occupancy. 

The  revenue  olTiciais  were  the  first  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  new  building  in  December.  l^S3. 
Then  followed  the  Post-office,  January  i,  1684. 


iff      ■:yi.'--':y:.-j!i  -m'^ 


::i.r 


„.  ■  !;'.r-!        '  ■  ' 


■  '■ii'Hli'iii 


436 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUXTF  OF  ALBAiYV. 


Otliei  Government  officials  took  possession  of  their 
several  apartments  during  1884. 

The  walls  of  the  building  are  of  cut  granite,  which 
is  fire-proof  in  construction  and  material.  It 
measures  113  feet  front,  on  Broadway:  126  feet 
rear,  on  Dean  street;  and  150  feet  on  Stale  and 
Exchange  streets.  It  is  three  stories  high,  with 
mansard  roof  and  towers  on  each  corner  carried 
up  an  additional  story.  The  main  tower,  on  the 
corner  of  Broadway  and  State,  is  appropriated 
to  the  United  States  Signal  Service  or  Weather 
Bureau. 

The  basement,  which  e.xtends  under  the  whole 
building,  is  used  for  heating  purposes,  receiving 
and  shipping  mail  matter,  and  bonded  warehouse. 

The  roof  is  constructed  of  iron,  copper  and  tin. 
The  stairways  are  of  iron  and  slate,  with  oak  hand- 
rails. The  corridors  are  spacious,  well  lighted, 
with  floors  covered  with  tiles.  All  doors,  casements 
and  moldings  are  solid  white  oak.  The  ventila- 
tion and  heating  arrangements  are  most  admirable 
in  every  apartment.  All  the  rooms  are  spacious, 
elegantly  finished,  and  splendidly  lighted.  Every 
office  is  supplied  with  all  needed  accommodations 
for  comfort  and  convenience;  while  the  furniture, 
desks  and  book-cases  are  of  walnut  and  oak,  made 
substantial  and  for  service. 

The  different  floors  are  reached  by  easy  stair- 
ways or  elevators.  The  approaches  to  the  build- 
ing are  cut  granite,  and  the  side-walks  smooth 
patent  slabs.  The  building  is  a  model  in  all  its 
details. 

The  total  cost  thus  far  is  $627,148.  The  super- 
intendents of  construction  have  been  resident  archi- 
tects. Edward  Ogden  was  the  first  superintendent, 
who  had  charge  after  removing  the  old  Exchange 
Building  and  the  building  of  the  foundation.  Mr. 
George  IT.  Sear  had  charge  of  putting  up  the  base- 
ment. IMr.  Walter  Dickson  was  then  placed  in 
charge,  and  under  his  superintendence  the  building 
was  completed.  Colonel  William  E.  Fitch  was 
clerk,  and  Mr.  John  E.  Todd,  master  mechanic. 

THE  ALBANY  POST-OFFICE 

Is  located  in  the  Government  Building,  and  oc- 
cupies the  first  floor  and  part  of  the  basement. 

There  is  no  reliable  evidence  that  any  general  mail 
or  postal  service  was  instituted  or  mamtained  by 
the  colonial  government  at  Albany,  nor  was  it  a 
postal  point, and  during  the  Revolution  each  party 
was  dependent  upon  its  own  methods  for  convey- 
ing information  or  communicating  with  distant 
points. 

The  earliest  traveled  route  from  Albany  was  to 
New  York,  by  the  Hudson  River,  and  at  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities  the  settlements  near  Al- 
bany were  only  outposts  and  centers  tor  the  collec- 
tion of  trade  and  traffic.  INIodes  of  communication 
and  conveyance  were  primitive  and  conducted  by 
parties  directly  interested.  This  'ondition  was 
somewhat  improved  or  mi^dified  during  hostilities 
by  opening  new  roads  or  avenues  for  conve\ing 
supplies  and  communicating  with  the  army,  'i'hese 
in  lime  became  post  roads,  and  were  extended  to 


more  distant  settlements,  reaching  many  miles  from 
I  Albany. 

;      The  introduction  r.f  practical  improvements  and 
I  the  rapid  development  of  the  country,  necessitated 
j  some  method  by  which  the  people  could  commu- 
I  nicate  w^ith  distant  places;  and  the  new  Government 
was  prompt  in  establishing  the  post-office  depart- 
ment for  the  rapid  transmission  and  safe  delivery  of 
mail  matter  to  all  available  settlements. 

The  following  facts  and  records  connected  with 
the  early  history  of  the  general  post-office  are 
gathered  from  the  acts  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 
At  the  sesion  held  July  26,  1775,  it  was 

"'Resolved,  That  a  Postmaster-General  be  ap- 
pointed for  these  I'nited  Colonies,  to  hold  office 
for  one  year,  and  to  hold  his  office  at  Philadelphia, 
and  he  shall  receive  a  salary  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year." 

j      Benjamin  Franklin  received  the  first  appoint- 
ment. 

Rcsohed,  That  a  line  of  posts  be  appointed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Postmaster-General, 
from  Falmouth,  in  New  England,  to  Savannah,  in 
Georgia. 

July  8,  1776.  —  "Resolved,  That  the  postmasters, 
while  in  office,  be  excused  from  military  duty  ;  " 
and  August  8,  1776,  it  was  '''Resolved,  That  the 
post-riders  be  exempt  from  military  duty." 

In  1777  three  new  routes  were  established: 
from  Casco  Bay  to  Philadelphia;  from  Philadelphia 
to  Edenton,  N.  C. ;  and  from  Edenton  to  Savannah. 
I  In  1780,  packets,  and  other  vessels  in  the  Conti- 
nental Service,  were  to  carry  letters  and  deposit 
them  in  the  nearest  office  to  the  post  where  they 
shall  arrive. 

October  18,  1782,  ordinance  was  made  for  reg- 
ulating the  post-office  in  the  United  States  of 
America.  All  postmasteis  were  to  subscribe  to  a 
general  oaih;  post-riders  were  appointed.  Postage 
was  established  at  the  following  rates  in  penny- 
weights and  grains  of  silver,  estimating  each  penny- 
weight at  five-ninetieths  of  a  dollar,  or  five  and  five- 
ninth  cents  :  for  any  distance  not  exceeding  60 
miler,  one  pennyweight,  eight  grains;  less  than  ico 
miles,  two  pennyweights;  100  to  2CO  miles,  two 
pennyweights,  sixteen  grains.  Sixteen  grains  for 
every  additional  100  miles — for  single  sheets.  A 
packet  of  one  ounce  was  equal  to  four  letters, 
j  Post-riders  could  carry  newspapers,  if  licensed. 

September  7,  1785.  — "  Rtso/ied,  That  the  Post- 
master-tJeneral  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized, 
and  instructed,  to  enter  into  contract  for  the  con- 
veyance of  the  mails  by  the  stage-carriages  from 
the  City  of  New  York  to  the  City  of  Albany,  ac- 
cording to  the  accustomed  route. 

"No  paper  money  to  be  received  for  postage." 
The  history  of  the  .Albany  Post-office,  as  a 
!  Government  institutit)n.  dates  from  17S3,  when 
j  Abraham  Yates  was  the  first  postmaster  under  the 
I  Provincial  Congress.*  The  records  previous  to  this 
j  time  give  very  little  information  on  ihe  suljject. 
I  It  appears  that  postal  facilities  were  limited  to  in- 

I       *  It  is  <aid  th,-\t  Colonel  Henry  Van  Schaack  strved  as  postmaster 
n  Albany  previous  to  1775. 
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dividual  enterprise,  and  messages  were  sent  by  river 
conveyance  to  New  York,  and  po.-t-riders  to  other 
points.  This  method  for  the  distribution  of  pubHc 
or  private  correspondence  with  neighboring  coun- 
ties was  continued  for  several  years,  and  to  some 
parts  of  this  county  as  late  as  1820. 

These  riders  met  at  certain  points  and  inter- 
changed letters  and  papers.  The  shrill  blast  of  the 
postman's  horn  gave  notice  to  the  waiting  maiden 
at  the  farm-gate  that  he  had  something  for  her  or 
the  family,  after  delivering  which,  he  hastened  on 
his  journey.  When  the  business  was  not  remuner- 
ative, sub;criptions  were  made  among  the  citizens 
who  were  interested  in  their  continuance. 

Post-riders  were,  in  time,  followed  by  stage- 
coaches; these  by  steamboats.  The  introduction 
of  railroads  made  a  marvellous  change  in  the  trans- 
mission and  rapid  conveyance  of  all  postal  matter, 
as  well  as  in  an  increase  in  the  post-offices.  Ac 
this  date  only  a  few  offices  in  the  county  receive 
their  mail  by  the  antiquated  stage-coach.  The 
several  lines  of  railroads  which  leave  Albany  traverse 
the  county  in  many  directions,  and  pass  through 
nearly  all  the  po:t  villages,  diitribuiing  mails  daily. 

In  1785,  Albany  served  for  Grecnbush,  Schenec- 
tady, Cherry  Valley,  Orange  and  Dutchess  Coun- 
ties, and  letteis  were  advertised  for  Vermont, 

In  1776  post-mails  were  received  twice  a  week 
from  New  York.  At  this  time  a  mail  was  re- 
ceived once  a  week  from  Springfield,  Mafsichusetts. 
Other  routes  and  extensions  were  made  in  1789  and 
1790,  reaching  west,  the  post  leaving  Albany  on 
Mondav  for  Schenectady,  Johnstown,  Canajoharie, 
Fort  Plain,  Fort  Hunter,  and  arrived  at  Warrens- 
bush  on  Frida) ;  returning  to  Albany  on  the  fol- 
lowing ^Monday. 

About  this  time  mails  were  sent  to  Vermont  and 
other  towns  as  far  as  Hoosic,  and  in  1791-92 
the  Postmaster-General  extended  the  post-routes 
from  Albany  to  Bennington  and  Burlington,  Vt. 
In  1794  there  were  five  post  routes  from  Albany. 
The  first  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  to  New  York 
once  a  week;  the  second,  north,  by  way  of  Lan- 
singburgh,  Bennington,  Manchester,  Rutland  and 
Middlebury,  to  Burlington,  Vl. ;  the  third  went 
to  New  Lebanon,  Pitisfield,  Northampton  and 
Brookfield,  Ma.ss. ;  the  fourth  passed,  via  Kinder- 
hook  and  Stockbridge,  to  Spiingfield,  Mass.  On 
these  lines  the  mail  was  carried  once  a  week.  Tlie 
fifth  route  extended  east  to  Schenectady,  Johns- 
town, Canajoharie,  German  Flats,  Whitestown, 
Old  Fort  Schuyler,  Onondaga,  Aurora,  Scipio, 
Geneva,  and  Canandaigua,  once  in  two  weeks. 
In  1796,  mails  were  established  between  Albany 
and  Philadelphia,  a  distance  of  260  miles,  and 
delivered  in  three  days.  In  this  year  the  mail 
facilities  were  extended  to  Genesee  County,  which 
was  then  the  far  west.  Post-riders  travel sed  the 
county  in  1797,  distributing  letters  and  papers, 
and  in  i8oo  a  post  was  sent  to  Duanesburgh. 
Other  offices  were  established  scon  after.  Mails 
were  delivered  and  collected  by  post-riders  as  late 
as  1820  in  this  county;  alter  this  date  stage-coaches 
were  brought  into  use,  and  the  gradual  development 
of  agriculture  and  other  resources  demanded  in- 


I  creased  postal  facilities.  There  are  now  fifty-seven 
I  post-offices  in  Albany  County,  as  shown  in  another 
!  part  of  this  volume.  The  first  postman  or  letter- 
j  carrier  for  the  .\lbany  post-office  was  William 
I  (Billy)  Winne,  celebrated  as  the  captor  of  the  Pye 
robber,  in  December,  iSg6.  He  served  from  1800 
I  until  his  death  in  1848. 

The  post-office  in  Albany  has  been  locatfrd  in 
different  places.    The  earliest  known  was  in  1784, 
a  few  doors  above  Maiden  lane  on  the  east  side 
of  Market  street,  now  Broadway  ;  Abram  Yates, 
'  Postmaster. 

i      May  2,   1 86 1,  the  building   on   the  southeast 
corner  of  State  and  Broadway  was  taken  down,  to 
give  place  for  the  present  more  substantial  siruc- 
I  ture  now  occupied  by  P.  V.  Fort  &  Son.  During 
j  the  war  of  181 2,  in  this  old  corner  was  a  drug 
store,  kept  by  Jacob  iMancius,  and  in  the  rear 
of  it,  in  a  room  seven  by  nine,   was  kept  the 
I  city  post-office.     The  postmaster  em[)loyed  but 
I  one  clerk,  who  attended  the  drug  store  and  as- 
sisted in  opening  and  putting  up  mails,  and  the 
delivery  of  letters  and  papers.   During  the  season  of 
river  navigation,  sailing  vessels  brought  the  mails  to 
and  from  New  York  City.    In  the  winter  they  were 
conveyed  by  land  carriage.    The  post-office  was  a 
one-horse  concern;  but  then,  as  now,  everybody 
:  was  anxious  to  learn  the  latest  news. 

In  1823,  the  post-office  was  located  on  North 
Market  street,  a  little  north  of  the  Government 
Building,  nearly  on  the  present  site  of  George  A. 
Birch's  store. 

I      The  post-office  was  taken  to  the  Fxchange  Build- 
j  ing  in  1840,  and  remained  there  till  1862,  when 
it  was  temporarily  moved  to  State  above  Green 
street,  in  the  building  now  occupied  by  Smith, 
Covert  &  Co.     After  repairs  were  made  in  the 
Exchange,  it  was  removed  in  1863  to  its  former 
location,  where  it  remained  until  1873.     In  this 
year  it  became  necessary  to  vacate  the  building, 
and  the  office  was  again   obliged  to  occupy  new 
quarter?.    This  time  it  was  on  the  east  side  of 
North  Pearl,  south  of  Columbia  street,  in  the  Little 
Buik'ing,  now  occupied  by  A.  B.  Van  Gaasbeeck. 
Anodier  change  followed  in  1877,  when  the  post- 
j  office  was  transferred  to  the  Delavan  Block  on 
I  Broadway.     Here  it  remained  until  January  i, 
'   1884,  when  it  took  possession  of  its  assigned  lo- 
!  cation  in  the  new  Government  Building,  as  a  fixed 
'  institution,  with  all  modern  improvements,  appli- 
ances and  conveniences. 
I      In  1 799,  the  rates  of  postage  were  as  follows  :  for 
;  a  single  sheet,  40  miles,  more  or  less,  8  cents;  40 
i  to  90  miles,  10  cents;  90  to  150  miles,  12 J  cents  : 
i   150  to  3C0  miles,  17  cents;  300  to  500  miles,  20 
i  cents;  500  miles  or  more,  25  cents.    These  rates 
;  were  continued  until  about  1825,  when  they  were 
I  changed  to  6,  10,  12.',,  i8j  and  25  cents,  and  were 
;  the  established  rales  up  to  1845.    Then  the  5  and 
i   lo-cent  rates  were  adopted  by  Act  of  Congress;  for 
every  single  letter  under  300  miles.  5  cents,  and 
fnr  any  distance  over  300  miles,  10  cents  for  eith 
half-ounce.     Postage  stamps  were  first  used  in 
!   1847  of  the  denomination  of  5  cents.    June  31, 
;  185 1,  the  act  took  effect  reducing  postage  to  3  cents 
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on  all  letters  less  than  half  an  ounce  and  not  ex-  ; 
ceeding  3,000  miles   in  distance,  prepaid;  and 
double  this  rate  for  over  3,000  miles.    This  year  \ 
envelopes  were  introduced.     In  1852,  Government  ! 
stamped  envelopes  were  issued.     In  1S55,  another  j 
modification  was  made;  on  single  letters,  3  cents 
prepaid  for  any  distance  less  than  3,000  miles,  and 
10  cents  o\er  3,000  miles.     In  1863,  the  law  was 
enacted  making  the  rate  of  postage  within  the 
United  States  3  cents,  and  prepayment  by  stamps. 
October,  1883,  the  two-cent  stamp  became  the  law 
for  every  half-ounce  or  less;  and  on  the  first  of 
July,  18S5,  the  law  took  effect  making  the  pre- 
payment of  two  cents  by  stamp  the  legal  rale  of  j 
postage  on  all  letters  weighing  one  ounce  or  less. 

Postal  cards  and  money  orders  were  first  issued 
in  1S72,  and  about  the  same  time  the  registration 
of  letters  was  introduced 

Since  Abraham  Yates,  who  served  till  1795,  the  \ 
following  have  performed  the  duties  of  postmaster  , 
in  the  Allxmy  office.    The  dates  of  their  respective  [ 
appointments  are  given  from  the  best  available 
data  :  j 

1795,   George  W.   Mancius.   Jacob    Alancius;  | 
1812,  James  flayer;  1815,  Peter  P.  Dox  :    1S16,  j 
Gerrit  L.  Dox;  1821,  Solomon  Southwick;  1822- 
29,  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer;  1839-40,  Azariah  j 
C.   Flagg  ;  1842-43,   Solomon  Van  Rensselaer:  \ 
1843-49,  James  D.  Wasson;  1849-50,  Lewis  Ben- 
edict;   1850-5S,   James  Kidd;  1858-61,  Calvert 
Comstock;    1861-65,  George  Dawson;  1865-69, 
Joseph  Davis;  1869-71,  Morgan  L.  P^ilkins;  1871 
-77,  John  F.  Smyth;  1877-85,  William  H.  Craig;  j 
and  on  June  i,  1885,  Dr.  D.  V.  O'Leary  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  the  office.    Nineteen  different  j 
men  have  been  postmasters  in  the  past  one  hundred  ; 
years,  represented  by  twenty  appointments.  \ 

The  salary  of  the  postmaster  is  $3, 500  per  an-  | 
num.    The  working  force  of  the  Albany  office  at  j 
this    time  is  composed   of  65   persons.    Their  ] 
duties  are  divided  as  fullows  :    32  letter  carriers, 
salaries  from  $600  to  $i,coo    per   annum  ;  8 
general  delivery  clerks;  2  stamp  clerks;  4  registry 
clerks;  2  money  order  clerks;  8  letter  distributors; 
and  9  baggage  clerks;  salaries  from  $350  to  5i,  100. 
The  office  is  also  represented  by  a  deputy  or  assist- 
ant.   Albany  is  one  of  the  important  distributing 
offices.     l\lails  are  dispatched  to  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  and  British  America.    The  business  : 
of  this  office  by  the  carriers  for  the  month  of  May, 
1885,  was  :  Delivered  mail  letters,  286,490;  local  : 
letters,  37,655;  registered  letters,  973;  mail  postal  1 
cards,  48,671 ;  local  postal  cards,33, 682;  newspa-  j 
pars,  172,202;  collected  letters,  196,746;  postal  1 
cards,  50,049;  newspapers,  20,804.    For  the  year,  I 
tofal  letters  1,335,720;  papers,  607,800. 

There  are  217  mails  distributed  daily  at  this  | 
office.  At  the  present  time  there  are  only  five  | 
mail  stage  routes  from  Albany.  | 

I 

THE  UNITED  STATES  CUSTO?!  HOUSE,  j 

The  collection  of  customs  at  Albany  was  e;tab-  j 
lished  in  the  year  1S03,  in  connection  with  the  | 
New  York  Custom  House,  and  the  first  Deputy-  j 


Collector  was  William  Seymour.  The  first  license 
entered  is  dated  July  12,  1S33.  At  this  time  only 
two  vessels  were  trading  regularly  to  Boston — the 
schooner  Visscher  and  sloop  George  Washington, 
owned  by  Davis  A:  Center. 

As  earlv  as  1770,  the  sloop  Oliver  Bronk,  Cap- 
tain Bloodgocd,  was  sent  from  Albany  to  the  We^t 
Indies.  In  1771,  ilie  number  of  sloops  running 
between  Albany  and  New  York  was  about  125. 
In  1 78 5,  the  sloop  Experiment,  80  tons  burden, 
Captain  Stewart  Dean,  fitted  out  at  this  place  for 
China,  and  sailed  from  New  York,  December  i8th. 

After  the  completion  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain 
Canal,  followed  a  few  years  after  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  railroads,  new  avenues  of  trade  were  opened 
which  necessitated  the  establishment  of  an  office 
for  the  collection  of  customs  at  the  terminus  of  the 
canals  and  at  the  head  of  tide-water  at  Albany. 
Since  1833  the  following  persons  have  performed 
the  duties  of  Deputy  Collector  and  Surveyors: 
William  Seymour,  Albert  Gallup,  Dennis  B.  Gaf- 
ney,  and  William  Bruce.  ]\Iarch  2,  1867,  Con- 
gress passed  an  act  making  Albany  a  port  of  entry, 
with  Surveyor  of  Customs  as  the  chief  offi.cer.  The 
following  have  served  under  that  act:  Peter  I\r. 
Carinichael,  1867;  Isaac  N.  Keeler,  1870;  John 
C.  Whitney.  1875;  William  N.  S.  Sanders,  1879; 
John  A.  Luby,  1SS2:  Addison  D.  Coie,  1SS5;  Or- 
rin  A.  Fuller,  Special  Deput}-. 

There  are  also  connected  with  the  office  two 
Deputies  and  four  Inspectors.  The  revenue  from 
this  office  yields  about  $150,000  annually,  at  an 
expense  of  less  than  $11,000.  The  receipts  for 
May,  1885,  were  $1,832.  The  Custom  House  is 
located  in  the  Government  Building. 

THE   UNITED   STATES  INTERNAL  REV- 
ENUE OFFICE 

Is  located  in  the  Government  Building.  It  was 
established  in  1862,  with  a  Collector  as  chief  offi- 
cer, assisted  by  nine  Deputies.  The  district  is  known 
as  the  fourteenth,  and  originally  comprised  the  fol- 
lowing counties:  Alban}',  Schenectady.  Schoharie, 
Montgomery,  Fulton,  Flamilton,  and  Saratoga.  It 
now  also  includes  the  counties  of  Greene,  Ulster, 
Orange,  Sullivan,  and  Rockland,  which  were  added 
to  the  district  August  i,  1883.  The  collections 
in  the  original  district  from  1862  to  1S79  aggre- 
gated about  521,453,803.  The  average  collections 
per  annum  do  not  varv  much  from  s6co,ooo. 
The  receipts  for  May,  1885,  were  $133,716.  The 
Internal  Revenue  Collectors  for  this  district  have 
been  Theodore  Tonnsend,  John  M.  Bailey,  Raljih 
P.  Lathrop,  James  W.  Bentley,  and  Isban  Hess. 

ST  E  A  M  BO  AT  I NS  P  ECTO  R  S. 

The  Local  Board  for  the  District  of  .\ibany, 
which  comprises  the  Hudson  River  above  Milt  'n. 
was  established  in  July,  1871.  The  office  is  in  the 
Government  Buildincr.  Charles  S.  llervey  and 
Leonard  Brainard  were  the  first  appointees,  and 
have  not  been  superseded.  Captain  Frank  A. 
Shepard  has  filled  the  position  of  C'erk  to  the 
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Board  since  September,  1872.  The  duties  of  the 
officers  arc  to  inspect  hulls,  engines,  and  boilers, 
and  license  masters,  mates,  pilots,  and  en<;ineers. 
There  are  about  2co  steam  vessels  in  the  district, 
comprising  passenger,  towing,  freight,  and  ferry- 
boats. The  boats  of  the  People's  Line  belong  to 
the  New  York  District. 

UNITED  STATES  CIRCUIT  COURT. 

This  is  known  as  the  second  circuit,  and  in- 
cludes Vermont,  Connecticut,  and  New  York.  It 
was  organized  September  24,  1789.  A  term  is 
held  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  January  annually,  in 
the  Government  Building. 

UNITED  STATES  DISTRICT  COURT. 

This  is  designated  as  the  Northern  District  of 
New  York,  and  x\lbany  is  one  of  the  forty-six 
counties  of  which  it  is  composed  as  organized 
April  9,  18  14. 

The  District  Attorneys  are  appointed  for  a  term 
of  four  yeans,  at  a  salary  of  $6,000  per  year.  The 
present  incumbent  is  Honorable  Martin  I.  Towns- 
end,  of  Troy.  Alden  Chester,  of  Albany,  is  Assist- 
ant District  Attorney. 

Masters  and  Examiners  in  United  States  Circuit 
Court:  William  Lansing,  J.  Hampden  Wood. 

Masters  and  Examiners  in  United  States  District 
Court:  Worthington  Frothingham,  William  Lan- 
sing, J.  Hampden  Wood. 

Commissioners:  Worthington  Frothingham  and 
J.  Hampden  Wood. 

Deputy-Marshal:  lames  H.  Kelley. 

Board  of  Pension  Examining  Surgeons. — The 
following  physicians  of  Albanv  hate  served  as  ex- 
amining surgeons:  S.  D.  Willard,  S.  H.  Freeman, 
George  T.  Stevens,  J.  Savage  Delavan,  William  H. 
Craig.  The  present  Board  consists  of  Drs.  Charles 
H.  Porter,  William  H.  Bailey,  Herman  Bendell. 

Alonzo  B.  Voorhees  was  appointed  Registrar  in 
Bankruptcy  in  1S67. 

SIGNAL  SERVICE. 

The  United  States  Signal  Service  was  established 
in  Albany  in  December,  1873,  and  located  in  the 
Dudley  Observatory  under  the  direction  of  Ser- 
geant Myers.  March  13,  1880,  the  office  was 
removed  to  Gray's  Building,  Nos.  42  and  44  State 
street.  October  i,  1884,  the  rooms  on  the  upper 
floor  of  the  Government  Building,  which  are  admir- 
ably arranged  for  this  special  purpose,  were  placed 
in  care  of  Sergeant  J.  O.  Barnes,  the  officer  in 
charge.  There  have  been  stationed  at  the  .Albany 
office  since  its  commencement.  Sergeants  Myers, 
Danhauser,  Beal,  and  Barnes. 

The  whole  service  is  conducled  by  the  War 
Department  under  Chief  Signal  Officer  General  W. 
B.  Hazen,  at  Washington.  Observations  are  taken 
at  the  Albany  office  at  7  a.  m  ,  3  and  i  r  p.  m.  ,  and 
the  reports  arc  fjrwardcd  to  VVashington  by  tele- 
graph. Local  observations  are  taken  at  11  a.  m. 
and  7  p.  M.,  and  a  sudden  fall  in  the  temperature 


I  is  indicated  by  hoisting  a  black  flag  from  the  roof 
I  of  the  building. 

I      The  Fanner's  Bulletin,  containing  weather  indi- 
!  cations,  is  sent  from  this  office  to  about  three  hun- 
I  dred  and  eighty  postmasters  in  this  vicinity,  and  to 
several  business  firms  and  other  persons  in  the 
city.     Reports  are  received  from  about  fifty-six 
stations,  which  are  furnished  to  newspapers  for 
publication,   and    posted  in  many  public  places 
about  the  city, 
j      The  otTice  is  open  during  the  usual  business 
hours,  and  any  information  as  to  reports  and  the 
general  work  of  the  service  is  freely  given  through 
the  kindness  of  Sergeant  |.  O.  Barnes. 

The  teiTiperature  of  Albany,  as  observed  at  this 
station  for  the  past  ten  years,  lias  an  extreme  range 
from  93°  above  to  18°  below  zero,  and  an  average 
yearly  range  from  92.5"  above  to  11. 8°  below  zero. 
The  mean  for  the  seasons  is:  winter,  25.6°;  spring, 
45.6°;  summer,  70.5°;  autumn,  51.2''.  Average 
for  the  year,  48.  2°. 

In  the  winter  of  1790,  the  thermometer  marked 
I  24°  below  zero;  February  9,  1807,  at  sunrise,  20° 
below  zero;  February  12,  1809,  Sunday  morning, 
8  o'clock,  17°  below  zero.  July  13,  1853,  the 
thermometer  at  Albany  indicated  94°  above  zero. 
These  are  recorded  by  Joel  Munsell  as  remarkable 
for  this  city. 

The  average  yearly  rainfall,  as  computed  from 
observations  at  this  station  for  the  years  from  1874 
to  1884,  is  36. 97  inches,  and  is  distributed  through- 
out the  year  as  follows:  winter,  8.07;  spring,  8. 69; 
summer,  10.95;  ^^"^  autumn,  9.26  inches.  For 
the  year  1853,  the  rainfall  was  45.79  inches,  and 
for  1850,  50.97  inches.    The  lowest  record  was  in 
1851,  31.79  inches.     The  average  rainfall  at  Al- 
I  bany,  as  determined  at  the  Boys'  Academy,  from 
j   1826  to  1852  was  40.64  inches.    Compared  with 
I  the  past  ten  years  the  rainfall  appears  to  be  dimin- 
I  ishing. 

A  code  of  weather  signals  has  been  adopted  at 
ihe  service  station  for  Albany.  In  accordance 
with  the  recommendation  of  General  Hazen,  the 
following  signals  are  used  at  this  station;  The  red 
and  biue  sun,  star  and  crescent,  di^played  on  flags. 
The  blue  sun  indicates  general  rain  or  snow;  blue 
star,  local  rain  or  snow:  the  blue  crescent,  clear  or 
fair  weather:  the  red  sun  indicates  higher  tempera- 
ture: the  red  star,  stationary  temperature;  the  red 
crescent,  lower  temperature. 

i 

j  UNITED  STATES  OFFICERS. 

I  This  list  comprises  the  names  of  men  who  arc 

I  or  have  been  citizens  of  Albany  County  and  held 

;  very  prominent  offices  in  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment. 

I  President  of  the  United  .States. — Martin  Van 

!  Buren,  elected  in  the  fall  of  1836.    Sworn  into 

I  office  March  4,  1837.     He  was  a  native  of  Kin- 

:  derhook;  but  resided  and  practiced  law  in  .\lbanv 

;  many  years. 

j  Vice-President. — Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  elected 

I  in  18 1 7.    Though  Mr.  Tompkins  was  not  one 

!  who  might  be  called  a  permanent  resident  of  Al- 
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bany  County,  he  spent  many  years  of  his  hfe  in  the 
City  of  Albany,  and  was  at  the  time  of  his  election 
as  Vice-President,  residing  in  this  city  as  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State. 

United  States  Sexators. — The  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  provides  that  the  Legislature  of 
each  State  shall  choose  two  senators,  who  shall 
hold  their  office  six  years.  Vacancies  during  the 
recess  of  the  Legislature  are  filled  by  the  Governor 
until  the  sittings  of  the  next  Legislature.  At  the  first 
session  they  were  divided  into  three  classes,  that 
one-third  might  be  chosen  every  second  year.  A 
Senator  must  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  which 
chooses  him,  and  must  have  been  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  nine  years. 

Philip  Schuyler,  chosen  July  i6,  17S9,  serving 
till  1 791;  Philip  Schuyler,  chosen  January  24, 
1797,  serving  one  year.  Martin  Van  Buren,  elected 
February  6.  1821;  Martin  Van  Buren,  elected 
February  6,  1S27;  Charles  F.  Dudley,  elected 
January  15,  1829;  William  L.  Marcy,  elected 
February  i,  1831;  John  A.  Dix,  elected  January 
18,  1845;  Ira  Harris,  I'^ebruary  5,  1861. 

U.  S.  CABINET,  JUDICL\L  AND  DIPLO- 
MATIC OFFICERS. 

Alexander  Hamilton,  who  studied  law  and  mar- 
ried in  Albany,  and  spent  much  time  in  this  city, 
was  Washington's  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  John 
C.  Spencer  also  held  this  office,  to  which  Daniel 
Manning  has  recently  succeeded.  iMartin  Van 
Buren  and  William  L.  Marcy  held  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  State;  Smith  Thompson,  Secretary  of 
the  Navy;  John  C.  Spencer,  John  A.  Dix,  Sec- 
retary of  War;  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Attorney- 
General. 

John  J.  Bradley,  a  native  of  Berne,  and  Smith 
Thompson,  once  a  resident  of  Albany,  have 
adorned  the  Bench  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court. 

Martin  Van  Buren,  Daniel  D.  Barnard.  Har- 
manus  Bleecker,  Plenry  G.  Wheaton,  Bradford  R. 
Wood,  John  A.  Dix,  Henry  A.  Homes,  Robert  H. 
Pruyn,  Alfred  Conkling,  Bret  Harte,  E.  G.  St]uier, 
8.  G.  W.  Benjamin,  J.  Meredith  Read,  John  M. 
Bailey,  and  probably  some  others  whose  names 
do  not  now  occur  to  us,  have  gone  from  this 
county  to  hold  various  important  diplomatic  posi- 
tions abroad. 

Besides  these,  we  record  Roscoe  Conkling  and  Le- 
land  Stanford,  ex-United  States  Senators,  as  natives 
of  Albany  County.  Aaron  Burr,  who  read  and 
practiced  law  in  Albany,  where,  also,  was  born 
hig  daughter,  Theodosia,  held  the  office  of  United 
States  Senator,  and  Vice-President  under  Jefferson. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTORS. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides 
that  the  President  and  Vice-President  shall  be 
chosen  by  Electors  appointed  in  such  a  manner  as 
the  Legislatures  of  the  States  shall  direct,  the  num- 
ber to  be  equal  to  their  number  of  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress.     In  this  State  the 


i  electors  were  originally  appointed  by  the  Legisla- 
j  ture.  Subsequently,  by  an  act  passed  March  26, 
1796.  the  Legislature  convened  in  Sj»ecial  Session 
quadrennijUv,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  November, 
at  Hudson,  in  place  of  the  Electoral  College. 
They  continued  to  hold  their  Special  Sessions  there 
till  18 1  2,  since  which  time,  by  an  act  passed  May 
26th  of  that  year,  the  Electors  have  met  at  Albany. 
By  the  Act  of  March  15,  1825,  the  District  .System 
was  adopted:  but  this  existed  for  only  one  election, 
when  the  Legislature,  by  an  act  passed  April  15, 
1829,  adopted  the  present  system.  In  making  up 
the  general  ticket,  one  person  is  selected  from  each 
Congressional  District,  and  two  to  represent  the 
State  at  large.  The  Electoral  College  meets  at  the 
State  Capitol  the  first  Wednesday  of  December  of 
the  Presidential  year,  and  casts  its  votes  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President;  makes  a  list  thereof:  and 
forwards  it,  under  seal,  to  the  President  of  the  L'nited 
States  Senate,  who  announces  the  result. 

Electors  fro7n  Albany  appouilcd  hv  ilic  Legislature 
iifider  the  Act  of  1792.  — 1796,  November  7,  Abra- 
ham 'I'en  Broeck,  Abraham  \'an  Vcchten;  1800, 
Jeremiah  Van  Ren-selaer;  1804,  Henry  Quacken- 
boss;  1 80S,  Ambrose  Spencer,  Henry  Yates,  Jr.; 
1 81 2,  Simeon  De  Witt,  Archibald  Mclniyre; 
18 16,  Charles  E.  Du  lley;  1820,  Benjamin  Knower; 
1824,  Elisha  Dorr. 

Electors  elected  by  Districts.  —  1S28,  Abraham  Van 
Vechten;  1832,  John  ;\[.  Quackenbush:  1S36, 
Peter  Wendell:  1840.  Archibald  Mclntyre;  1844, 
John  Keves  Paige:  1848,  Clarkson  F.  Crosby; 
1852,  Cornelius  Vosburgh;  1S56,  Henry  H.  Van 
Dyck;  1S60,  Jacob  H.  Ten  Eyck;  1S64,  John 
Tweddle;  1868,  Johii  Loew  (did  not  attend  and 
Cornelius  Armstrong  was  appointed.).  From  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  down  to  1872,  an 
elector  was  always  'aken  from  Albany.  1876, 
Eli  Perry:  1S84,  Era- tus  Corning. 

REPRESENTA  .  IVES  IN  CONGRESS. 

1      The  House  of  Representatives  is  composed  of 
I  members  elected  by  d  stricts;  they  hold  their  office 
I  two  ye.'rs;  must  resiii-  in  the  State  which  they  are 
I  chosen  to  represent,   uid  have  been  seven  years 
citizens  of  the  United  ^tatcs,  and  have  attained  the 
age  of  twenty-five.      Each  new  Congress  com- 
mences on  the  4th  of  .larch  every  odd  year.  The 
elections  are  held  du :  ng  the  year  preceding. 

The  Constitution  •  ;  the  United  States  directs 
that  a  census  be  taken  every  ten  years,  which  has 
been  fixed  at  those  years  ending  with  a  cipher. 
After  each  enumeration.  Congress  apportions  the 
I  representation  among  the  several  States.  There 
are  now  thirty-three  Congressional  Districts  in  the 
State.  The  County  ol  Albany  comprises  the  six- 
teenth district. 

The  following  shows  the  names  of  the  Represent- 
atives that  represented  Alljany  County,  with  the 
I  Congresses  in  which  they  served.  —  leremiah  ].  Van 
I  Rensselaer,  ist  Congress:  James  Gordon  and  Peter 
!  Silvester,  each  a  part  of  the  second  Congress:  Henry 
!  Glen,  3d,  4th,  5th,  ^ith;  Killian  Van  Rensselaer, 
I   7th,  8th,  9th,   loth,    1 1  til ;    Ilarmancs  Bleecker, 
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1 2th;  John  Lovett,  13th,  14th;  Rensselaer  Wcst- 
erlo,  15th;  Solomon  \'an  Rcn^'^elaeI■,  i6th; 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  17th,  i8th,  19th, 
20th;  Ambrose  Spencer,  21st;  Gerrit  Y.  Lansing, 
22tl,  23d,  24th;  Albert  Gallup,  25tli;  Daniel  1). 
Barnard,  26th,  27th,  28th;  Bradford  R.  Wood. 
29th;  John  I.  Slingerland.  30th;  John  L.  School- 
craft, 3yst,  32d;  Rufus  W.  Peckham,  33d;  Sam- 
uel Dixon,  34th;  Erastiis  Corning,  Sr.,  35th,  37th, 


3Sth;  John  H.  Reynokis,  36th:  Charles  Good- 
year, 3yth;  John  V.  L.  Pruyn,  40th;  Steplien  I,. 
Mayham,  41st:  Kli  Perry,  42d,  43d;  Charles  H. 
Adams,  44th;  Terence  J.  Quinn,  45th;  Jolm  M. 
Bailey.  46th;  IMichacl  ^T.  Nolan,  47th;  Thomas 
J.  Van  Alystyne,  48th;  John  Swinburne,  49th. 

In  some  instances  the  districts  represented  in- 
cluded portions  of  territory  adjacent  to  Albany 
County. 
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Prof.  J.  TEN'KTKV,  Editor. 


THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTIONS. 

i  ftni  — THIS  Convention  was  held  at  Albany 
-LOUi,  from  October  13  to  27,  iSoi,  pursuant 
to  an  act  passed  April  6th  of  that  year,  to  settle  a 
controversy  that  had  arisen  regarding  the  relative 
powers  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Appoint- 
ments respecting  nominations  for  office,  and  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  altering  the  Constitu- 
tion in  regard  to  the  number  of  Senators  and  As- 
semblymen, with  power  to  reduce  and  limit  the 
same.  The  Convention  unanimously  decided  that 
the  Council  of  Appointment  had  equal  powers  of 
nomination  of  officers  with  the  Governor.  The 
number  of  Senators  was  fixed  at  thirty-two,  and  As- 
semblymen at  one  hundred,  to  be  increased  after 
each  census,  at  the  rate  of  two  yearly,  until  they 
reached  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty. 
Aaron  Burr  was  President.  The  delegates  from 
Albany  were:  Johan  |ost  Dietz,  Leonard  Ganse- 
voort,  Daniel  Hale.  John  V.  Henry,  josiah  Ogden 
Hofiman,  Abraham  Van  Ingen,  Stephen  Van 
Rensselaer,  Peter  West. 

1821. — The  Legislature  of  1820  pas.sed  an  act 
recommending  a  Convention  of  the  people  of  this 
State.  Objections  were  made  to  it  by  the  Council 
of  Revision.  These  objections  were  referred  to 
_a  select  committee,  which  submitted  its  report  Jan- 
uary 9,  1 82  I,  in  oppo-ition  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Council,  which  was  adopted  by  the  .\ssemblv. 
But  the  bill  did  not  receive  a  two-thirds  vote  and 
failed  to  pass. 

A  new  bill  was  immediately  drafted,  received 
the  sanction  of  the  Council  of  Revision,  and  passed 
both  Houses  ]\Iarch  13,  1S21. 

The  Convention  assembled  in  .-Mbany,  August 
28,  and  adjourned  November  10.  182 1.  Daniel 
D.  Tompkins  was  President.  The  Delegates  from 
Albany  were  James  Kent,  Ambro.sc  Spencer, 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Abraham  Van  Vechten. 

These  gentlemen  all  refused  ti)  sign  the  Con- 
stitution as  revised  bv  this  Convention. 


1846. — The  Constitution  of  1821  grew  in  dis- 
favor owing  to  a  feeling  that  the  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  Governor  and  Senate  had  become 
too  great.    Other  strong  objections  were  made  to  it. 

Agreeably  to  !.he  popular  will,  expressed  at  the 
general  election  November  4,  1845,  an  act  passed 
the  Legislature,  April  22,  1846,  calling  a  Conven- 
tion at  Albany,  June  ist  following.  It  met  on  that 
day,  and  adjourned  October  9,  1846. 

The  new  Constitution  limited-  the  discretion  of 
the  Legislature  in  regard  to  some  of  the  great  con- 
cerns of  the  State,  extended  the  elective  franchise, 
gave  the  people  liie  selection  of  most  of  the  local 
officers  which  had  been  appointed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, erected  an  independent  Court  of  Aj)peals, 
and  made  other  changes  in  the  Judiciarv  and 
Courts  of  the  Si'te.  John  Tracy,  of  Chenango, 
was  President.  ['his  Constitution  was  submitted 
to  the  people  N -  vember  3,  1846,  with  the  ques- 
tion for  the  repe.i  of  the  property  qualifications  for 
colored  citizens  -  naratel}'.  The  result  was:  Con- 
sti  ution — Ayes,  -'21,528;  Noes,  92.436.  Equal 
Suffrage  to  Color-,  i  Persons — Ayes,  85,306;  Noes, 
223,834.  The  ^.-legates  from  Albany  were:  Ira 
Harris.  Peter  Sha  r.  Beniamin  Stanton,  Horace  K. 
Willard. 

1867. — Accord  :ig  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  and  ■.lie  will  of  the  people,  the  Legis- 
lature of  1867  ■■  :,r>,vided  for  the  election  of  tie- 
legates  to  revi.se  :\\'.:  organic  law  of  the  State,  which 
was  held  April  23d  of  that  year."  The  election 
resulted  in  a  maji.'rity  in  favor  of  the  convention. 
Thirty-two  delegates  at  large  were  chosen,  voters 
being  restricted  to  sixteen  names  upon  their  ballots. 
Thus  were  secured  equal  representations,  so  far  as 
these  delegates  were  concerned,  of  the  two  leading 
political  parties  of  the  day. 

The  Convention  met  in  Alban\'  June  4.  and  ad- 
journed November  12,  1S67. 

William  A.  Wheeler  was  President.  Delegates 
from  Albany  County  were  Ira  Harris,  at  large,  and 
William  Cassidy,  Erastus  Corning,  AmasaJ.  Parker. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL  COMMISSION. 

The  Constitution  framed  by  the  Convention  of 
1867  contained  several  provisions,  the  essential 
principles  of  which  were  felt  to  be  desirable  in  the 
organic  law.  Amonj^  these  was  the  clause  for- 
bidding the  Legislature  to  audit  claims,  and  the 
sections  relative  to  tlie  Public  Works  and  Prisons. 
Governor  HotTman,  in  his  annual  message  of  1S72, 
recommended  that  a  commission  of  thirty-two 
eminent  citizens,  taken  from  the  two  great  political 
parties,  be  created  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a 
thorough  revision  of  the  Constitution.  The  Legis- 
lature acted  upon  this  suggestion,  empowering  the 
Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  designate  thirty-two  persons — 
four  from  each  judicial  district — to  constitute  a 
commission  for  the  purpose  of  proposing  to  the 
Legislature,  at  its  ne.xt  session,  amendments  to  the 
Constitution,  provided  that  no  amendment  shall  be 
made  to  the  sixth  article  thereof. 

Commissioners  from  the  Third  District,  includ- 
ing Albany  County,  were  Robert  H.  Pruyn,  Al- 
bany; William  Cassidy,  Albany;  George  C.  Bur- 
dett,  Troy;  Joseph  B.  Hall,  Catskill:  Cornelius 
Tracy,  Troy.  Robert  H.  Pruyn  was  chosen  Chair- 
man. 

The  Commission  assembled  in  Albany  December 
4,  1872,  and  adjourned  March  15,  1873.  Their 
deliberations  were  submitted  to  the  Legislature  of 

1873,  by  which,  after  some  modifications,  the 
proposed  amendments  were  referred  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  1874,  pursuant  to  Article  13,  Section  i,  of 
the  Constitution.  This  Legislature  submitted  to 
the  people  at  the  general  election  to  be  held  in 

1874,  the  amendments  to  which  it  agreed.  The 
fifth  article,  as  proposed  by  the  Commission,  pro- 
vided for  the  appointment,  by  the  Governor  and 
Senate,  of  Secretary  of  State.  Attorney-General, 
State  P'ngineer  and  Surveyor,  Superintendent  of 
Public  Works,  and  Superintendent  of  Prisons. 
This  article  was  not  approved  and  was  not  submit- 
ted to  the  people. 

The  disagreement  in  the  Legislature  upon  this 
article,  resulted  in  the  postponement  of  the  impor- 
tant amendments  relating  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Works  and  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  and 
providing  for  their  ,  appointment  by  the  Governor, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
These  amendments  were  submitted  to  the  people 
in  1876,  and  adopted  by  them. 

PUBLIC  OFFICERS. 

.Governors  of  the  State. — John  Ta\  ler,  elected 
1816.  Mr.  Ta\ler  was  elected  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor January  29,  1814,  under  a  special  act  of  the 
Legislature,  passed  April  11,  181 1,  after  the  death 
of  John  Broome,  Lieutenant-Governor,  who  died 
August,  1 8 10.  At  that  time  Daniel  D.  Tompkins 
was  serving  his  second  term  as  Governor.  In  18 16 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins  was  again  elected  Governor, 
and  John  Tayler,  Lieutenant-Governor.  The  next 
year  Mr.  Tompkins  was  elected  Vice-President, 
and  I\Ir.  Tavler  became  Governor. 


jNIartin  Van  Buren,  elected  182S.  Mr.  Van 
Buron  was  appointed  .Secretary  of  State  under 
i  President  Jackson,  March  12,  1829,  and  resigned 
tlie  office  of  Governor,  and  Enos  T.  Troop  became 
Governor. 

John  A.  Dix,  1S72. 

Lieutenant-Governors. — Stephen  Van  Rensse- 
laer, April  28,  1795;  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer, 
April  28,  1801;  John  Tayler,  January  29,  18 14; 
John  Tayler,  April  27,  18 16. 

State  Secretaries  of  State. — Daniel  Hale, 
i\Iarch  24,  1793;  Charles  D.  Cooper,  April  17, 
1 817;  John  Van  Ness  Yates,  April,  1818;  John 
Van  Ness  Yates,  February  13,  1S23;  John  A.  Dix, 
February  i,  1S33. 

State  Treasurers. — This  is  an  ancient  office. 
It  was  first  known  as  Receiver-General  when  the 
State,  as  New  Netherlands,  was  under  the  Dutch 
Government;  under  the  English  Colonial  Govern- 
ment, as  Receiver  and  Collector-General.  These 
last  officers  were  also  Collectors  of  the  Port  of  New- 
York.  They  were  always  the  keepers  of  the  peo- 
ple's money.  They  were  appointed  under  the  En- 
glish laws  by  the  Crown.  The  Provincial  Congress 
continued  the  office.  The  first  State  Constitution 
directed  the  appointment  to  be  made  by  an  act  of 
the  Legislature,  to  originate  with  the  Assembly. 
Under  the  present  Cr^nstitution  the  State  Treasurer, 
elected  by  popular  \ote.  receives  the  public  funds, 
and  pays  drafts  upon  the  warrants  of  the  Comp- 
troller, the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities. 
He  is  also,  ex  ojjici'i,  Commissioner  of  the  Land 
Office  and  of  the  Ciinal  Fund,  the  State  Board  of 
Equalization,  of  As-essments,  of  the  Board  of 
State  Canvassers  and  a  Trustee  of  the  Union  Uni- 
versity. He  is  chosen  every  two  years.  The  salary 
is  $5,000  per  annum.  He  has  a  deputy,  book- 
keeper and  clerks. 

Robert  McClallen,  IMarch  16,  1798;  Abraham 
G.  Lansing,  February  8,  1803;  .Abraham  G.  Lan- 
sing, February  18,  iSio;  Charles  Z.  Piatt,  Febru- 
ary 10,  1S13;  Gerrit  L.  Dox,  February  12,  1817; 
Benjardn  Knower,  lanuary  29,  1821;  Stephen 
Clark,  November  7,  1S55;  Nathan  D.  Wendell, 
November  4,  i S79. 

Aitorneys-Generaf.. — This  is  another  very  an- 
I  cient  office  in  the  Sta'-j  of  New  York.    Under  the 
Dutch,  in  the  Pro\in'".'^  of  New  Netherlands,  the 
office  was  known  as   • '  Schout-Fiscal. "    He  was^ 
both  Attorney-Gener;'.'  .ind  Sheriff.     He  arrested 
persons  and  examined  and  prosecuted  them.  In 
very  important  cases,  where  there  were  reasons  for 
strong  suspicions,  but  no  direct  evidence,  of  the 
prisoner's  guilt,  he  subjected  him  to  the  most  cruel 
I  torture.    This  was  done  to  obtain  a  confession  of 
I  guilt.     lie,  with  one  magistrate,  were  witnesses 
I  of  the  torture,  deciding  when  to  begin  and  when 
I  to  suspend.    As  Sherilf  he  executed  the  judgments 
I  of  the  Supreme  Courts  in  Criminal   and  Civil 
I  cases,   arid  was   allowed   deputies.      He  had  a 
voice  in  the  enactment  of  all  laws  and  a  seat  in  the 
j  Council,  except  when  officiating  as  prosecuting 
'  officer. 
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Under  the  English  Colonial  Government  he  was 
appointed  by  the  Colonial  Governors  until  1702, 
after  which  he  was  commissioned  by  the  Crown 
and  held  the  office  during  its  pleasure.  As  law 
officer  of  the  State  his  duties  have  been  about  the 
same.  Under  the  first  Constitution  he  was  com- 
missioned by  the  Council  of  Appointment  and  was 
a  Commissioner  of  the  Canal  Fund  and  of  the 
Land  Office.  Under  the  second  Constitution  he 
was  a  Commissioner  of  the  same  Boards  as  the  Sec- 
retary of  State.  Fie  is  now  elected  every  other  year 
by  the  people,  and  is,  ex  officio.  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office  and  of  the  Canal  Fund,  a  member  of 
the  Canal  Board,  the  Board  of  State  Canvassers, 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  the  State  Board  of  Char- 
ities, the  State  Board  of  Equalization  of  Assess- 
ments, a  'Frustee  of  the  University  and  of  the  New 
York  State  Soldiers'  and  Sailors"  Home. 

John  Woodworth,  February  3,  1S04;  Abraham 
Van  Vechten,  February  2,  18 10;  Abraham  Van 
Vechten,  P^ebruary  13,  1813;  Martin  Van  Buren, 
February  17,  18 15;  Samuel  A.  Talcott,  February 
12,  1821;  Samuel  A.  Talcott,  Februarys,  1823; 
John  Van  Buren,  February  3,  1845;  Lyman  Tre- 
main,  November  3,  1857;  Charles  S.  Fairchild, 
November  2,  1875. 

Comptroller. — The  Comptroller  is  now  the 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  e.xcept  those  pay- 
able from  the  Free  School  Fund.  He  manai^es  the 
funds  of  the  State,  loans  its  moneys,  superintends 
the  collection  of  its  taxes  and  the  payment  of  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  State.  He  is  also  at  the  head 
of  a  Bureau  of  Canal  AtTairs.  He  is,  ex  officio.  Com- 
missioner of  the  Land  Office  and  of  the  Canal 
Fund,  a  ^Member  of  the  Canal  Board  and  of  the 
Board  of  State  Canvassers,  a  Trustee  of  the  Idiot 
Asylum  and  of  Union  University,  and  of  the  State 
Board  of  Equalization  of  Assessments.  He  is  elect- 
ed every  other  year. 

John  V.  Henry,  March  12,  1800;  Archibald 
Mclntyre,  March  25,  1806;  William  L.  Marcy, 
February  13,  1826;  Azariah  C.  Flagg,  January  11, 
1834;  Azariah  C.  Flagg,  February  7,  1842;  Fred- 
erick P.  Olcott. 

SL'RVf;voK-GE\ERAL  .\ND  St.\te  Exgineers. — The 
Surveyor-General  and  State  Engineer  is,  ex  officio^ 
Trustee  of  the  Union  University,  a  Commissioner 
of  the  Land  Office,  and  a  member  of  the  Canal 
Board  and  the  Board  of  State  Canvassers.  He  is 
elected  every  other  year.  He  has  a  deputy  and 
necessary  clerks.  The  State  Engineer  and  Sur- 
veyor supervises  the  canal  engineering  department. 
He  appoints  three  division  engineers  and  three 
resident  engineers. 

Philip  Schuyler,  March  30,  1781;  Simeon  De- 
Witt,  May  13,  1784;  Simeon  DeWitt,  February  8, 
1823;  Orville  L.  Holl),  February  5,  183S. 

State  E.\(;ineers  and  Scrveyors. — William  J. 
McAlpine,  November  4,  185  i;  Sylvanus  H.  Sweet, 
November  4,  1873;  Elnathan  Sweet,  November, 
1883. 

Canal  CoMMissiONER.s. — The  Constitutional  Com- 
mission of  1874  recommended,  among  other  things, 
the  appointment  of  Superintendent  of  Public  Works. 


This  was  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  1875.  The 
office  of  Canal  Commissioner  was  abolished  on  the 
appointment  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Works, 
which  took  place  February  8,  1S78.  Stephen  \'an 
Rensselaer,  April  17,  1816;  Asa  Whitney,  Febru- 
ary 22,  1840;  Stephen  Clark,  February  8,  1842; 
Stephen  Clark,  November  4,  1844;  Charles  H. 
j  Sherrill,  November  5,  1856. 

GOVERNORS'  MANSIONS. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  fixed  the  seat  of 
government  at  Albany  in  1797.    Its  session  that 
year  was  held  in   the  Stadt  Huys,  commencing 
January  3d,  and  ending  April  3d.    The  law  mak- 
ing Albany  the  Slate  capital  is  dated  }^Iarch  iclh. 
John  Jay  was  then  Governor.    He  occupied  ".Mr. 
James  Caldwell's  elegant  house  in  State  street,"  sit- 
uated where  Walsh's  hat  store  is  now  located. 
I  George  Clinton,  who  was  the  first  Governor  of  the 
I  State,  from  1777  to  1795,  was  again  elected,  and 
i  followed  ]\Ir.  Jay  from  1801  to  1804.    The  same 
house  occupied  by  Governor  Jay  was  occupied  by 
Governor  Clinton  and  family.    We  do  not  find  where 
Morgan  Lewis  (iSo4  to  1S07)  had  his  mansion. 
Governor  Daniel  13.  Tompkins  {1807  to  181  7)  re- 
[  sided  a  portion  of  In's  term,  if  not  the  whole  of  it, 
at  99  Washington  avenue,  where  George  B.  Steele 
now  resides.     DeWitt  Clinton  (1S17  to  1823,  and 
1826  to  1828)  had  his  residence  corner  of  North 
Pearl  and  Steuben  streets,  on  the  site  now  occupied 
I  by  Johnston  &  Reiiiy's  store.     Here  he  died,  Feb- 
f  ruary  11,  1S28.   M.irtin  Van  Buren  (1S28  to  1829) 
resided  at  92  State  street,  on  the  site  of  J.  H.  Sim- 
mons' auction-rooms.      Fnos  T.   Throop,  who 
filled  out  the  term  of  Governor  Van  Buren  (who 
resigned  March  12,  1829,  to  become  Secretary  of 
State  under  Andre\'.'  Jackson),  and  was  afterwards 
Governor  from  1831  to  1833,  had  his  mansion  at 
No.  I  Elk  street,  where  the  late  Harmon  Pumpelly 
resided. 

William  L.  Marcy  (1S33  to  1S39)  occupied  No. 
2  Elk  street,  where  General  Rufus  H.  King  now 
resides. 

The  Kane  mansi>  n,  on  the  site  of  the  Ash  Gro\  e 
Church,  was  the  mansion  of  William  H.  Seward 
during  his  guberna: .>rial  career  (1839  '^^  I*^-^3)• 
i      William  C.  Bouck  (1843  to  1845)  ^'^^'^^^  ^t  '19 
j  Washington  avenue,  now  the  residence  of  General 
I  John  F.  Rathbone. 

Silas  Wright  (1845  1847)  resided  at  133  North 
Pearl  street. 

John  Young  (184-  to  1849),  at  1 1 1  State  street, 
where  now  resides  Mrs.  John  Tweddle. 

Hamilton  Fish  (1844  to  1851).  at  15  Elk  street, 
the  residence  of  the  late  Hon.  John  V.  L.  Pruyn. 
i  \\'ashington  Hunt  (1S51  to  1853),  at  i  Elk  street: 
j  as  also  did  Horatio  Seymour  (1853-54)  during  his 
first  term,  the  same  as  formerly  occupied  by  (gov- 
ernor Throop.    Governor  Seymcjur.   during  his 
I  second  term  (1863-^14),  had  his  executive  mansion 
in  "  Dudley  Row,"  65  Hawk  street. 

Myron  H.  Clark  (i 85 5-56)  occupied  132  State 
I  street,  where  now  is  the  Christian  Brothers'  Acad- 
I  emy. 
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John  A.  King  (1857-5S),  88r  Broadway,  corner 
of  North  Ferry,  now  St.  Peter's  Hospital. 

Edwin  D.  Mor^^an  (1S59  to  1862),  and  Reuben 
E.  Fenton  (1865  to  i868),  four  years  each,  made 
144  State  street,  late  the  residence  of  Dr.  S.  O.  Van- 
derpocl,  their  home  in  this  city. 

John  T.  HolTman  (1869  to  1872)  made  the  old 
Congress  Hall,  east  of  the  new  Capitol,  his  resi- 
dence. 

John  Adams  Dix  (1S73-74),  123  Washington 
avenue,  north  of  the  new  Capitol. 

Samuel  J.  Tilden  (1875  to  1877),  Lucius  Rob- 
inson (1S77  to  1S79),  Alonzo  B.  Cornell  (1880  to 
1882),  and  Grover  Cleveland  (1882  to  1885), 
resided  in  the  Executive  Mansion,  138  Eagle 
street,  bought  by  the  State  of  the  late  Robert  L. 
Johnson. 

This  is  also  the  residence  of  David  B.-Hill,  the 
present  Governor,  and  is  intended  as  the  perma- 
nent gubernatorial  mansion. 

STATE  LEGISLATURES. 

The  Legislature  meets  annually,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  January,  at  the  Capitol  in  Albany. 
The  Senate  consists  of  32  members,  elected  bien- 
nially; the  Assembly  of  128  members,  elected  an- 
nually. Salaries,  $  I,  500.  AlbanyCounty  now  con- 
stitutes the  Seventeenth  Senatorial  District.  It  sends 
four  members  to  the  Assembly,  elected  by  Dis- 
tricts. The  First  District  is  composed  of  the  First, 
Second,  Third  and  Fifteenth  Wards  of  Albany,  and 
the  towns  of  Bethlehem,  Berne,  Coeymans,  Rensse- 
laerville  and  Westerlo;  Second  District:  Tenth, 
Eleventh,  Fourteenth,  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth 
Wards  of  Albany,  and  towns  of  Guilderland,  Knox 
and  New  Scotland;  the  Third  District:  Fourth, 
Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh,  Eighth,  Twelfth,  Thirteenth 
and  part  of  the  Ninth  Wards  of  Albany;  the 
Fourth  District  the  remainder  of  the  Ninth  Ward 
of  Albany,  Cohoes  and  Watervliet. 

A  list  of  the  Albany  County  Members  appears 
in  the  County  history. 

The  first  session  of  the  New  York  Legislature 
under  that  Constitution  began  in  September,  1777, 
holding  two  subsequent  meetings  that  year  at 
Poughkeepsie.  The  second  session  was  held  con- 
tinuously at  Poughkeepsie;  but  the  third  began  at 
Kingston,  August  18,  1779,  and  adjourned  Oc- 
tober 25th,  to  meet  at  Albany,  January  27,  1780; 
adjourned  iMarch  14th,  to  meet  at  Kingston, 
April  22d;  and  adjourned  July  2,  1780. 

The  session  of  January  27,  1780,  was  the  first 
legislative  session  held  in  Albany  after  the  Revolu- 
tion. The  January  term  of  1781 — the  fourth  ses- 
sion— began  on  the  seventeenth  of  that  month,  and 
was  held  at  Albany  in  the  old  Stadt  Huys.  After 
this,  the  legislative  sessions  were  held  at  Pough- 
keepsie, New  York  and  Albany  until  January  3, 
1798,  since  which  time  they  have  been  regularly 
held  at  Albany.  They  were  mostly  held  in  the 
old  Stadt  Huys,  until  the  completion  of  what  is 
now  spoken  of  as  the  Old  Capitol  in  1808. 

The  sessions  close  or  adjourn  sine  die  bv  con- 
current vote  of  Assembly  and  Senate,    We  give 


the  dates  of  closing  the  regular  sessions  from  1831 

!    to  1SS5: 

1  April  26,  1 831;  July  2,  1832;  April  30,  1833: 
!  May  6,  1834;  May  11,  1835;  ]May  26,  1836;  ^lay 

16,  1837;  April  18,  1838;  jNIay  7,  1839:  May  14, 

1840;  May  26,   1 841:  April  12,  1S42;  April  18, 

1843;  May  7,  1844;  ^May  14,  1845;  May  13,  1846; 

May  13,   1847;  April  12,   1848;  April  ii,  1849; 

April  10,  1850;  April  17,   1851;  April  16,  1852; 

July  21,   1853;  A[)ril   17,    1S54;  April  14,  1S55; 

April  9,   1S56;  April   18,   1857;  April  19,  1858; 

Ai)rii  19,  1S59;  April  17,  i860;  April  16,  1861; 

April  23,  1862;  April  25,   1863:  April  23,  1864; 

April  28,  1S65;  April  20,  1866;  April  20,  1867; 

May  6,    iS68-  May  10,   1S69;   April  26,  1870; 

April  21,   1871;   ]NIay  14,  1872;   May  30,  1873; 

April  30,  1874;  May  22,  1875;  ;\Iay  3,  1876;  May 

24,  1877;  May  15,  1878;  ?ilav  22,  1S79;  May  27, 

1880;  Julv  23,  iSSi;  May2,'i8S2;  May  4,  1S83; 

May  16,  1884. 

.    OLD  STATE  HALL. 

On  February  14,  1797,  a  bill  to  erect  a  public 
building  in  the  City  of  Albany,  with  a  view  of 
rendering  it  the  permanent  seat  of  go\ernment  for 
the  State,  passed  both  branches  ot  the  Legislature 
and  became  a  law. 

A  site  for  this  building  was  selected  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Lodge  and  State  streets.  It  was  the  first 
public  building  erected  by  the  State  of  New  York 
in  Albany  after  the  Re\olution. 
j  Ground  was  broken  for  the  building  early  in 
1797,  and  pushed  forward  with  such  speed  that  it 
was  completed  in  the  spring  of  1799.  It  is  said 
that  several  sessions  of  the  Legislature  were  held 
in  it  before  the  completion  of  the  State  Capitol  in 
1808. 

The  building  is  still  standing  and  in  a  perfect 
state  of  preservation,  pre>enting  nearly  the  same 
external  appearance  it  did  when  first  built.  It  is 
built  of  brick,  four  stories  high,  fronting  on  State 
street,  wich  a  wing  extending  back  on  the  west  side 
of  Lodge  street. 

In  the  eastern  wall  ot"  the  lower  hall,  there  is  a 
white  marble  tablet,  be  .-ring  the  following  inscrip- 
tion : 

Erected  for  State  Purposes, 

A.  D.  !797. 

John  Jay,  Govcruor.  Philip  Schu}lcr,  .-\bra- 
;  ham  Ten  Broeck,  Tcu- 
j  nis  T.  Van  Vechten, 
;  Daniel  Hale,  Jeremiah 
j  Van  Rensselaer,  Com- 
■  William  Sanders,  ;  missiotiers. 
Arch'. 

\      In  this  building  were  the  State  departments — 
Secretary  of  State,  CompUuller,  State  Treasurer,  At- 
j  torney-General,  State  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  and 
i  Surveyor-General.    And  here,  for  a  time,  was  the 
i  Executive  Chamber.     It  continued  to  be  occupied 
by  those  oflicers  until  1840,  when  they  were  moved 
to  the  new  State  Hall,  under  the  recommendation 
of  Governor  Seward.    The  Stale  Museum,  organ- 
ized in  1836,  was  placed  ill  this  building.  This 
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museum  embraces  nearly  all  the  natural  produc- 
tions of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  the  several  de- 
partments of  botany,  zoolopjy,  geology,  and  min- 
eralogy. The  Old  State  Hall  was  thus  made  the 
depository  of  the  collections  in  these  departments. 

The  internal  arrangement  of  the  building  has 
been  subjected  to  such  changes  as  were  ne- 
cessary to  render  it  convenient  for  the  purpose  to 
which  it  was  devoted  after  it  ceased  to  become  a 
hall  for  legislative  and  e.^ecutive  purposes. 

At  a  later  period  the  State  Agricultural  Society 
was  authorized  by  law  to  occupy  a  part  of  the 
building.  The  two  organizations — the  State  ^lu- 
seum  and  the  State  Agricultural  Society — occupied 
so  much  space  that  the  building  was  inadequate  to 
their  accommodation;  whereupon  the  Legislature 
made  appropriation  for  a  new  buiiding,  to  be  erect- 
ed in  the  rear  ot  the  Old  Capitol;  and  the  libraries, 
antiquities  and  other  collections,  especially  those  of  a 
literary  and  art  character,  were  removed  to  it  in  1858. 

In  1865  the  Legislature  passed  resolutions,  rec- 
ognizing the  importance  of  making  the  State 
Cabinet  of  Natural  History  a  museum  of  scientific 
and  practical  geology  and  comparative  zoology. 
In  1870  the  Legislature  passed  a  law  organizing 
the  State  Museum  of  Natural  History,  and  pro- 
viding an  annual  appropriation  for  its  support. 

This  old  hall,  occupied  for  the  purposes  we 
have  described,  has  been  known  from  that  time  as 
Geological  Hall. 

GEOLOGICAL  HALL 

Has  become  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  in- 
structive places  in  the  City  of  Albany. 

The  following  from  the  "Albany  Hand-book 
for  1884,"  compiled  by  H.  P.  Phelps,  gives  a  very 
adequate  description  of  the  internal  arrangement 
of  Agricultural  and  Geological  Hall  : 

The  wing  on  Lodge  street,  in  the  rear  of  the  building, 
is  three  stories  high.  On  the  ground  floor  is  a  large  lecture- 
room,  while  in  the  other  stories  is  the  Museum,  containing 
the  agricultural  implements  and  products  in  the  stories 
above.  On  the  lower  or  basement  tloor,  and  on  the  same 
level  as  the  lecture-room,  at  the  east  end  of  the  main  build- 
ing, are  two  rooms  occupied  with  the  work  of  cutting  and 
preparing  thin  sections  of  fu>sils  of  minute  structure  for  the 
purpose  of  microscopic  study  in  the  Museum.  The  machin- 
ery and  appliances  for  this  work  are  of  superior  character, 
and  the  results  are  of  great  importance  and  interest  to 
the  Museum  and  to  science.  The  first  floor  of  the  main 
building  is  occupied  by  the  oftices  and  libraries  of  the  State 
Museum  and  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society;  and,  in  the 
rear  of  the  former,  a  large  working- room  is  furnifhed  with 
about  300  drawers  tor  the  reception  of  collections  in  process 
of  preparation  and  arrangement.  The  main  entrance  hall 
exhibits  a  collection  of  dressed  blocks  of  granite,  marble, 
freestone,  etc.,  the  products  of  New  York  and  adjacent 
States. 

The  second  floor  is  occupied  by  the  collections  illustrat- 
ing the  geology  and  paleontology  of  the  State.  The  wall 
cases,  and  a  single  series  of  taf>le-cascs  around  the  room, 
are  occu|iied  by  the  rock  specimens,  whether  fossiliterous  or 
otherwise,  and  are  arranged  in  such  order  that  in  going 
from  left  to  right  they  show  the  geological  sui)erposilion  of 
the  formations,  each  right-hand  case  containing  specimens 
of  tlie  rock  or  formation  lying  next  alxjve  the  one  on  the 
left.  This  is  supplemented  by  a  colored  geological  section 
extending  around  the  room  above  the  cases,  and  so  ar- 
ranged that  each  formation  shown  in  the  section  is  repre- 
sented by  characteristic  specimens  in  the  case  below.  Besides 


;  this  illustration,  there  are  enlarged  figures  of  the"characteri>tic 
I   fos--ils  placed  in  tlie  part  of  tlie  cases  above  each  formation. 
:   The  entire  arrangement  is  simple,  instructive  and  easily  un- 
derstood.   The  collection  of  fossils  (paleontology)  occupies 
j   the  tables,  the  table  cases  in  the  central  portion  of  the  floor, 
I  and  also  a  large  number  of  drawers  beneath  the  table  cases. 
I  This  collection  is  arranged  in  the  same  simple  and  systematic 
j   order  as  the  geological  formations.    Under  each  tormation 
j   is  a  natural  history  arrangement  of  the  genera  and  species 
!   of  the  fossils.    This  collection  of  rock  specimens  and  fossils 
presents  the  most  comf)lete  geological  series  of  the  older 
rocks  to  the  base  of  the  coal  measures  of  any  in  the  world; 
the  older  or  paleogic  rocks  of  the  State  of  New  York  being 
more  complete  in  their  order  of  succession.    Also  along  the 
west  side  of  the  room  are  arranged  a  series  of  large  blocks 
I   of  magnetic  iron  ore  representing  the  principal  mines  of 
Northern'New  York  and  Orange  County. 


Geological  Hall. 


The  third  floor  is  occupied  by  collections  from  geological 
formations  above  the  coal  measures,  both  American  and 
European,  and  by  the  mineralogical  collection.  The  fossil 
series  represents  the  period  from  the  new  red  sandstone  to 
the  pleistocene.  Tiie  pleistocene  of  North  America  is  rep- 
resented by  the  Colioes  mastodon  skeleton,  and  other  re- 
mains of  mastodon  a:;d  fossil  elephants  I'rom  different  points. 
The  pleistocene  of  South  America  by  the  cast  of  the 
gigantic  megatherium  and  other  forms  of  that  age:  and  the 
same  of  Europe  by  the  skeleton  of  the  AL-gaaros  Hibcrjiicus. 
The  wall  cases  are  in  part  occupied  by  a  collection  of  the 
miiierals  of  the  State,  and  in  part  devoted  to  a  general  col- 
lection of  minerals         all  parts  of  the  world. 

The  fourth  story  's  occupied  by  the  zoological  collection. 
The  western  part  of  the  room  is  devoted  es)>ecially  to  the 
j   New  York  fauna,  which  is  represented  in  its  mammals,  birds, 
reptiles,  Hshes,  crust.i .eans,  and  shells.  The  eastern  part  of 
the  room  is  occupied  in-  a  case  containing  a  large  collection 
of  birds,  with  some  mammals,  which  were  presented  to  the 
'■   Museum  as  a  special  collection  by  Mr.  de  Rham,  ot  New 
1   York,  and  is  known  as  the  De  Rliam  collection.  The 
j  ethnological  and  hi.-torical  collections  occupy  some  wall 
1   cases  on  the  north  side  of  the  room,  and  the  central  north 
I  side  by  cases  of  corals,  etc.    The  center  of  the  room  con- 
j   tains  the  two  double  ranges  of  table  cases,  comprising  the 
I  Gould  collection  of  6,coo  species  of  shells,  of  more  than 
60.000   specimens.      Since    1S66   the   collections   in  the 
Museum  have  been  more  than  doubled  in  every  department. 
1   At  present  every  available  space  in  the  Mu-eum  IS  filled.  All 
{   the  collections  are  arranged  tor  study  and  comparison,  and 
I   the  museum  is  strictly  an  C'lucational  institution. 
I       Being  a  State  institution  it  should  be  considered  as  cos- 
I   mopolitan.    Its  in-titutions  are  to  cover  the  whole  field  of 
natural  research,  and  to  lie  a  center  for  the  dissemination 
of  a  technical  and  popular  knowledge  of  the  ]>rodutts. 
fauna  and  flora  of  the  Empire  State.     With  this  view,  it 
should  be  an  object  of  interest  for  the  remote  portions  of 
the  State  as  wgll  as  the  immediate  locality. 
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NEW  STATE  HALL. 

This  edifice,  located  on  Eagle  street,  was  com- 
pleted in  1842,  and  was  occupied  by  the  officers  of 
the  various  State  departments,  who  removed  thither 
from  the  Old  State  Hall. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  1846, 
which  created  a  Court  of  Appeals  in  place  of  the 
old  Court  for  the  Correction  of  Errors,  a  part  of 
this  hall  was  appropriated  to  the  Clerk  of  that 
Court.  He  is  the  custodian  of  all  the  legal  docu- 
ments, records,  and  books  kept  in  the  four  Supreme 


Court  Clerk's  offices  in  the  State,  and  in  the 
offices  of  the  Clerks  in  Chancery.  All  of  these 
offices  were  abolished  by  this  Constitution!  He 
was  also  the  custodian  of  the  vast  sums  of  money, 
which  for  nearly  a  century  had  been  accumulating 
in  those  Courts.  The  rooms  devoted  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Court  of  .Appeals  are  in  the  southwest  corner 
of  the  second  story  of  this  building.  As  these 
State  departments  have  most  of  them  been  re- 
moved, or  will  soon  be,  to  the  New  Capitol,  a 
further  description  of  them  will  be  found  in  what 
we  have  to  say  in  regard  to  that  edifice. 


NEW  STATE  HALL. 


This  State  Hall  is  still  a  very  substantial  and 
handsome  building.  Until  the  beauties  of  its  archi-  1 
tecture  were  eclipsed  by  the  elegant  and  commo-  I 
dious  City  Hall,  which  stands  directly  south  of  it. 
it  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  finest  buildings  in 
the  city.  It  cost  the  State  $350,000.  It  is  built 
of  the  white  stone  from  the  quarries  at  .Sing  Sing. 
The  quality  of  this  stone  is  the  perfect  manner  in 
which  it  resists  the  vicissitudes  of  weather.  It  is 
more  beautiful  than  marble  and  as  enduring  as 
granite.  The  building  is  13S  by  88  feet,  and  is  65 
feet  in  height.  A  spiral  stone  stairway,  with  an 
artistic  iron  railing,  leads  from  the  floor  to  the  attic. 
The  whole  building  is  surmounted  by  a  low,  well- 
formed  dome,  which  furnishes  light  to  the  stairway 
below.  The  building  is  fire-proof  The  principal 
stories  have  what  are  called  groined  arches.  It  is 
one  of  the  first  fire-proof  buildings  erected  in 
Albany. 

This  State  Hall,  so  long  the  depository  of  the 
State  Records,  and  the  place  where  State  dig-  1 
nitaries  most  did  congregate,  has  had  its  day,  so  I 
far  at  least  as  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  erected  ! 
are  concerned.  Few  of  the  State  ohicials,  with  j 
their  subordinates  are  now  seen  there.  Their  ' 
otVices  are  mosilv  in  the  New  Capitol.  tt  is 
understood  that  the  State  cabinets  in  Geological  [ 
Hall  will  soon  be  placed  here,  i 


THE  OLD  CAPITOL. 

The  City  and  County  of  Albany  prides  itself  on 
the  fact  that  its  generous  contributions  aided  largely 
in  the  erection  of  the  Old  Capitol. 

In  1S03,  the  Common  Council  of  the  city 
adopted  i  resolution  requesting  the  Legislature  to 
pass  an  act  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  State 
House  and  Court  House,  and  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  a  petiti'in  and  map,  and  to  report 
an  estimate  of  the  cost.  The  committee  consisted 
of  John  Cuyler,  Charles  D.  Cooper,  and  John  V. 
N.  Yates.  This  committee  submitted  their  report 
March  7,  1803,  and  the  Legislature  authorized  the 
erection  of  the  building,  then  known  as  the  New_ 
Caf)itol,  by  an  act  passed  April  6,  1804. 

The  Capitol  Commissioners  appointed  on  the 
Old  Capitol  w  ere  John  Taylor,  Daniel  Hale.  Philip 
S.  Van  Rensselaer,  Simeon  De  Witt,  Nicholas  N. 
Quackenbnsh. 

This  act  is  a  characteristic  specimen  of  the 
legislative  methods  of  that  day.  The  bill  for  its 
erection  was  entitled:  ".An  .\ct  Making  Provisions 
for  the  Impro\ement  of  Hudson  River  below  Al- 
bany, and  for  Other  Purposes.  ' 

After  providing  for  some  improvement  in  the 
Pluilson  at  Troy  and  Watert'ord.  above  .\lbany, 
it  appoints  John  Taylor,   Daniel  Hale,   Philip  S, 
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Van  Rensselaer,  Simeon  De  Witt,  and  Nicholas  | 

N.  Quackenbush,  Commissioners  for  erecting  the  j 

New  Capitol  Jkiikling.    It  required  the  Supervisors  i 

of  Albany  County  to  raise  by  lax  $12,000  for  j 

such  purposes,  and  it  contained  the  following  pro-  ; 

visions:  j 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  managers  of  the 
Lotlery  hereinbefore  mentioned  shall  cause  to  be  raised  by  i 
Lottery  the  sum  of  Si-,C)CO,  m  such  manner  as  they,  or  a  1 
majority  of  them,  shall  think  proper,  which  sum  the  said 
managers  shall  pay  to  the  Comn:issioners  aforesaid. 

At  that  day  the  State  lotteries  held  intimate  rela- 
tions with  the  finances  of  this  State.  These  lotteries 
were  authorized  by  law.  Upon  their  managers 
devolved  the  raising  of  funds  for  the  opening  of 
roads,  improving  rivers,  building  bridges,  and  the 
advancement  of  great  enterprises  generally,  now 
thrown  upon  the  taxpayers. 

The  lotteries  were  originally  established  to  aid  I 
in  the  endowment  of  schools  under  an  act  for  the 
"encouragement  of  literature, '"  The  early  colleges 
of  the  States  depended  largely  upon  the  lotteries. 
During  the  legislative  session  of  1812,  a  law  was 
passed  giving  $2co, 000  to  Uni(.)n  College,  and 
smaller  sums  to  Hamilton  and  Columbia  Colleges, 
and  other  institutions,  upon  the  lottery  plan,  ] 

At  length  the  lottery  system  became  corrupt  and  j 
unpopular.  The  provision  abolishing  lotteries,  in  i 
the  Constitution  of  1821,  was  supplemented  by  a  \ 
provision,  now  in  force  in  the  Constitution  of  to-day  j 
(Article  I,  Section  10),  which  reads  thus:  "Nor  | 
shall  any  lottery  hereafter  be  authorized,  nor  any  I 
sale  of  lottery  tickets  allowed,  within  this  State."  1 
The  original  appropriation  for  the  Capitol  was  but  1 
$24,000,  added  to  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  ! 
old  Stadt  Huys,  whatever  they  might  be;  but  the  , 
building  cost  the  sum  of  $110,688,42.  This  in-  I 
eluded  the  furnishing  of  the  Council  Chamber,  j 
Of  this  sum  the  City  of  Albany  paid  $34,200,  the 
County  of  Albany  53,000,  and  the  State  $73,485,42, 
This  was  hardly  sufficient  to  pay  for  painting  and 
plastering  the  new  building. 

The  Commissioners  chose  Pinkster's  Hill  as 
the  site  of  the  Capitol,  On  April  23,  1806,  the 
corner-stone  was  laid  with  impressive  ceremonies. 
Philip  S.  Van  Rensselaer  was  then  I\Iayor  of  Al- 
bany, and  to  him  was  assigned  the  duty  of  placing 
the  stone  in  position.  A  large  concourse  of  people 
were  assembled,  among  whom  were  John  Lansing, 
Jr, ,  Chancellor  of  the  State;  Morgan  Lewis,  Chief- 
Justice;  Ambrose  Spencer,  Smith  Thompson  and 
Brockholst  Livingston,  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court;  the  Meinbers  of  the  City  Corporation  and  | 
other  dignitaries.  '  j 

The  building  was  fir.^t  occupied  by  the  Senate  j 
and  Assembly  at  a  special  session  of  the  Legisla-  1 
tare,  convened  November  i,  i8c8.     It  was  con-  i 
sidered  a  magnificent  edifice,  an  object  of  as  much 
curiosity  and  interest  as  is  the  new  Capitol  to-day. 
People  from  all  parts   of  the  State  and  nation 
visited  it.    In  18 13,  Professor  Silliman,  of  Yale 
College,  visited  it  and  wrote  an  elaborate  description  t 
of  it,  in  which  he  said:  "It  is  a  large,  handsome  j 
building,  the  furniture  exhibiting  a  gooil  degree  of 
taste  and  splendor. "  ' 


H.  G.  Spaflbrd,  describing  the  building,  said  of 
the  Senate  and  Assembly  Cliainbcrs,  which  were  on 
die  same  floor:  "In  the  furniture  of  these  rooms 
there  is  a  display  of  public  munificence.  The 
American  eagle  assumes  almost  imperial  splendor. 
It  stands  at  the  head  of  State  street,  130  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  Hudson.  It  is  a  substantial  stone 
building,  faced  with  freestone  taken  from  the  brown 
sandstone  quarries  on  the  Hudson,  below  the 
Highlands.  The  walls  are  50  feet  high,  consist- 
ing of  two  stories,  and  a  basement  story  of  10  feet. 
The  east  or  main  front  is  adorned  with  a  portico  of 
the  Ionic  order,  tetrastile,  the  entablature  sujiport- 
ing  an  angular  pediment  in  the  tympanum  of  which 
is  to  be  placed  the  Arms  of  the  State.  The  ceiling 
of  the  wall  is  supported  by  a  double  row  of  reeded 
columns;  the  floors  are  vaulted  and  laid  with 
squares  of  Italian  marble;  the  building  is  roofed 
with  a  double  hip  of  pyramidal  form,  upon  the 
center  of  which  is  a  circular  cupola,  20  feet  in  di- 
ameter. On  its  dome  is  a  statue  of  Themis,  facing 
eastward — a  carved  figure  of  wood,  1 1  feet  in 
height,  holding  a  sword  in  her  right  hand  and  the 
balance  in  her  left." 

The  above  is  a  good  description  of  the  Old  Ca])- 
itol  as  it  appeared  in  1SS3,  when  it  was  taken 
down,  with  the  exception  of  some  few  additions 
which  had  been  made  in  its  rear.  The  interior, 
with  some  exceptions,  was  at  that  time  about  the 
same  as  it  was  when  first  occupied.  We  give  be- 
low the  changes  which  were  made. 

To  the  Executive  Chamber  there  was  made,  dur- 
ing the  Rebellion,  an  additional  room,  extending 
into  the  main  hall.  In  other  respects  it  was  the 
same  in  1S83  as  in  1808.  To  the  departments  oc- 
cupied by  the  Adjutant-General,  previous  to  the 
removal  of  the  building,  was  added  another  room 
during  the  war.  This  room  was  devoted  to  the 
Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Albany.  Various 
additions  have  been  made  from  time  to  lime  in  the 
rear  of  the  Assembly  Chamber.  The  Senate  Cham- 
ber was  originally  to  the  left  of  the  Assembly  on 
entering  from  the  main  hall.  It  was,  however,  re- 
moved to  the  large  room  on  the  second  floor,  and 
the  old  Senate  Chamber  was  used  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  In-truction,  and  latterly  as  the  Post- 
office  and  cloak-ri.'- mi  of  the  Assembly,  When  the 
Senate  Chamber  was  removed  to  the  second  floor,  a 
floor  was  construi  ted  and  additional  rooms  were 
added  to  the  building.  In  one  of  these  the  Super- 
visors of  Albany  Civunty  held  their  meetings.  On 
the  upper  floor  the  Supreme  Court  originally  oc- 
cupied the  main  room.  It  was  afterwards  occupied 
by  the  Court  of  .\ppeals,  and  one  winter  by  the 
Senate.  The  other  rooms  were  occupied  by  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
the  Court  of  Sessions  and  the  Mayor's  Court.  The 
Mayor's  office  was  in  the  attic,  as  were  also  the 
rooms  of  the  Society  of  Arts,  the  State  Library  and 
the  State  Board  of  Agriculture.  The  basement 
was  devoted  to  the  ofllces  of  the  County  Clerk,  City 
Marshal  and  the  rooms  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Capitol. 

It  is  singular  that  there  was  not  a  committee 
room  in  the  cndre  building.  It  can  hardly  be  con- 
ceived that  the  building  could  ever  have  rendered 
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accommodations  for  such  a  luimher  of  public  offices; 
but  this  anangement  continucii  till  the  com})lctiiin 
of  the  City  Hall  in  1831,  when  the  city  and  county 
officers  were  removed  to  that  building.  After  that 
time  various  changes  took  place.  A  new  State 
library  was  built,  under  the  law  of  1851,  and  large 
additions  were  made  to  the  rear  of  the  building; 
but  it  was  not  even  then  rendered  adequate  to  the 
needs  of  the  State. 

Congress  Hall  stood  almost  adioining  the  Old 
Capitol  on  the  north,  a  famous  hotel  of  the  past. 
For  many  years  it  was  tlie  resort  of  senators,  assem- 
blymen, lobbyists,  judges  and  lawyers. 

Owing  to  the  overcrowded  state  of  the  Capitol, 
a  part  of  this  hotel,  a  private  house,  and  many 
rooms  in  the  Delavan  House,  were  used  for  com- 
mittee rooms. 

The  Governor's  room,  to  which  we  have  alluded, 
was  on  the  south  side  of  the  Capitol,  its  windows 
opening  on  State  street,  its  entrance  being  from  the 
south  side  of  the  hall  of  the  Capitol.  Over  its  door 
ap{)eared  the  well-rcmembered  words:  "Executive 
Chamber."  This  door  led  into  a  room  occupied  by 
the  Governor's  clerks;  to  the  left,  folding-doors 
opened  directly  into  the  Governor's  room.  The 
addition  made  during  the  war  was  occupied  by  the 
Governor's  ^Military  Secretary.  The  room  had  few 
decorations;  a  portrait  of  Lafayette,  by  Charles 
Ingham,  was  about  the  only  embellishment  the 
room  contained.  It  is  a  full-length  portrait,  a  fine 
work  of  art,  and  represents  very  correctly  the  fea- 
tures of  its  illustrious  original.  It  now  hangs  in  the 
Executive  Chamber  of  the  new  Capitol. 

A  large  table,  the  office  desk  of  the  Governors, 
stood  in  the  center  of  the  room.  A  desk  for  the 
Private  Secretary,  book-cases,  sofas,  and  some  easy 
chairs,  made  up  its  furniture. 

The  old  Senate  Chamber,  a  very  handsome  room, 
exceedingly  appropriate  for  legislative  purposes, 
was  embellished  with  portraits  of  three  distinguished 
men — Christopher  Columbus,  George  Clinton  and 
Stewart  L.  Woodford.  The  first  of  these  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate,  in  17S4,  by  Maria  Farmer,  a 
descendant  of  the  honest  Jacob  Leisler,  once  de 
/add  Colonial  Governor  of  New  York,  murdered 
by  his  enemies  for  high  treason  while  guilty  of  no 
crime.  The  picture  of  Clinton  is  painted  from  life, 
and  is  an  artistic  work.  The  portrait  of  Woodford 
was  presented  to  the  Senate  by  his  friends  in  the 
Senate  of  1 868. 

The  doorways  ot  the  Senate  Chamber  were  orna- 
mented with  a  sculptured  cornice  familiar  to  the 
architecture  of  seventy  years  ago.  A  tall  Dutch  clock, 
that  for  nearly  a  century  noted  the  official  hours  of 
assembling  and  adjourning,  was  a  main  feature  of  the 
■chamber.  The  galleries  were  a  fiction  of  language, 
being  on  the  same  level  as  the  main  floor. 

JAMES  W.  EATON. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  James  Webster  Eaton, 
was  born  August  22,  1817,  at  Sunimcrville,  N.  \. 
His  father,  Josiah  Eaton,  came  from  Keenc,  N.  H., 
and  was  descended  from  old  Puritan  stock  which 
had  taken  root  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony 


in  the  early  days,  whence  the  descendants  hail 
spreail  out  over  New  England.  His  mother,  (Jer- 
I  trude  MacEaton,  was  of  ."^cotch-German  parentage 
!  and  was  born  in  New  Jersey.  J5oth  were  intelligent, 
industrious.  God-fearing  people.  In  1S28,  young 
Eaton  removed  with  his  parents  to  Albany,  where, 
not  long  after,  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  his 
father,  that  of  a  stonemason.  Born  with  the  heri- 
tage of  respectable  poverty,  which  has  been  the 
spur  of  ambition  to  so  many,  he  diligently  laid 
I  hold  of  every  opportunity  for  self-improvement, 
and  while  he  spent  the  summer  working  at  his 
trade,  in  the  winter  he  aitcmled  the  old  Lancaster 
School  and  a  private  school  kept  by  Mr.  Fitch, 
both  of  which  are  names  familiar  to  many  old 
Albanians,  who  gained  there  that  modest,  but  elfi- 
cient  education  which  has  been  so  great  an  element 
in  their  subsequent  success.  In  1840,  Mr.  Eaton 
married  Eliza  !\I.  Benner,  who  is  still  living.  By 
this  marriage  there  were  three  children,  two  ot 
whom  survive:  Calvin  Ward,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Van  Santford  &  Eaton,  wholesale 
lumber  dealers,  and  James  ^^'ebsler,  Jr.,  who  is  a 
recent  graduate  of  Yale  and  the  senior  partner  of 
the  law  firm  of  Eaton  &  Kirchwey.  About  the 
time  of  his  marriage,  ls\x.  Eaton  embarked  in  the 
building  business  which  he  has  since  followed. 
His  sterling  integrity,  indomitable  purpose  and 
business  sagacity,  slowly,  but  surely,  won  for  him 
the  victory  over  adverse  circumstances.  The  his- 
tories of  such  lives  would  be  interesting  commen- 
taries on  the  influence  of  character  over  fortune, 
if  they  could  be  written  out;  but  such  a  history 
must  usually  be  read  in  the  tangible  achievements 
of  painstaking  effort.  In  his  business  career,  Mr. 
Eaton  has  probably  done  as  much  as  any  other 
one  man  to  beautify  the  city  of  his  residence. 
Over  five  hundred  of  the  most  noteworthy  of  the 
public  and  business  buildings,  and  the  most  ele- 
gant of  the  private  residences  in  Albany,  have  been 
erected  by  him,  and  his  reputation  as  a  builder  is 
unsurpassed.  In  1874,  he  was  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Dix,  Superintendent  of  Construction  of  the 
New  Capitol,  an  office  which  he  held  during  f  )ur 
succes::,ive  administrations  until  the  position  itself 
was  abolished  in  18S3.  This  magnificent  structure, 
most  of  which  was  erected  under  his  supervision, 
and  over  the  practical  details  of  which  he  had 
control,  is  an  enduring  monument  to  his  adminis- 
trative capacity  as  well  as  mechanical  skill.  In 
these  days  of  political  jobs,  it  is  a  significant  and 
gratifying  fact,  that  men  of  all  political  faiths  who 
are  conversant  with  the  management  of  this  great 
work  unite  voluntarily,  asserting  that  no  suspi- 
cion of  unfairness  or  undue  partizanship  has  ever 
clunq  to  him.  Whatever  may  be  the  criticisms 
made  upon  the  design  of  ihe  Capitol,  or  the  ma- 
terials used  in  it,  or  the  method  of  administration 
undei  the  old  Commission — for  which  Mr.  Eaton 
was  of  course  in  no  way  responsible  and  over 
which  he  had  no  control — it  is  safe  to  assert, 
without  fear  of  contradicti'^n.  that  the  State  never 
j  had  a  more  honest,  fearless,  and  eflkient  servant, 
i  So  far  as  the  appointments  made  by  him,  per- 
I  sonally,  were  concerned,  his  administration  was  an 
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admirable  exemplification  of  practical  Civil  Service 
reform. 

Since  his  retirement  from  the  Capitol,  ^Ir.  Eaton 
has  devoted  himself  principally  to  the  management 
and  improvement  uf  his  real  estate,  of  which  he  has 
a  considerable  amount  in  and  about  the  city. 

During  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  Mr.  Eaton  has 
been  a  consistent  member  of  the  iNItthodist  Episco- 
pal Ciiurch,  and  fur  many  years  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Hudson  Avenue  Soci- 
ety, now  known  as  the  First  AI.  E.  Church.  'Six. 
Eaton  has  always  enjoyed,  in  very  large  measure, 


I  the  esteem,  confidence  and  respect  of  his  fellow 
I  citizens;  but  only  to  those  who  have  known  him 
;  intimately  has  it  been  given  to  fully  appreciate  the 
genial  kindliness,  the  large-hearted  sympathy,  and 
j  unubtrus,%e  generosii}"  which  has  endeared  liim  U) 
I  many.     .•'iS  a  loving  husband  and  father,  as  an  up- 
I  right  official,  as  a  useful  and  successful  member  ui 
society,  and  above  all,  as  a  guod  man  in  the  higliL-st 
sen^e  of  the  term,  it  has  seemed  to  us  that  the 
history  of  Albany  would  be  incomplete  without 
this  little  sketch  of  his  life,  especially  in  connection 
with  the  New  Capito'. 


THE  NEW  CAPITOL. 

From  Osgood's  "  Public  Service  of  the  State  of  New  York." 


THE  NEW  CAPITOL. 

The  seat  of  government  of  New  York,  during 
the  colonial  period,  was  in  the  City  of  New  York. 
There  the  Colonial  Legislature  generally  held  its 
sessions,  at  first,  at  the  fort.  It  sometimes  con- 
vened in  Jamaica,  L.  I.  At  length  it  met  regularly 
in  the  New  York  City  Hall. 

New  York  City  was  regarded  as  the  capital  dur- 
ing the  revolution;  but  when  the  British  Army  took 
possession  of  it,  the  LegisLuure  was  compel'letl  to 
meet  at  places  regarded  most  safe  from  the  attacks 
of  the  British — as  at  White  Plains,  Albany,  King- 
ston and  Poughkeepsie.  After  the  British  evacu- 
ated New  York,  the  Legislature  assembletl  at  these 
places  or  in  New  York.  The  places  designated 
for  each  session  were  fixed  by  a  vote  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, or  by  the  Governor.  Since  1798  the  legisla- 
lative  sessions  have  been  held  entirely  at  Albany. 


As  the  growdi  of  the  State  had  rendered  the  Old 
Capitol  too  limited  lor  legislative  and  other  jiur- 
poses,  the  subject  of  erecting  a  New  Capitol  at  Al- 
banv  began  to  be  agitated.  But  it  took  no  definite 
form  until  April  24.  1863,  when,  on  motion  of 
Hon.  James  A.  Bell,  Senator  from  Jefferson 
County,  the  Senate  referred  the  subject  to  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Capitol  and  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings. 

In  1865,  the  Senate  appointed  a  committee  of 
three  to  receive  propositions  from  various  cities  of 
the  State,  as  to  what  action  they  wouKi  take  in  re- 
garil  to  the  removal  of  the  capital  of  the  State  from 
Albany.  The  question  of  its  removal  at  that  time 
was  considerably  agitated.  No  satisfactory  results 
were  reached  by  the  action  of  this  committee,  ex- 
cept in  response  to  the  circular  issued  by  it.  Albany 
proposed  to  convey  Congress  Hall  Block,  or  any 
other  lantls  in  the  city,  required  for  the  purpose  of 
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a  New  Capitol.  This  proposal  was  at  once  accepted, 
and,  on  j\Iay  i,  1865,  an  act  authorizing  the  erec- 
tion of  a  New  Capitol,  at  Albany,  passed  the  Le;,ns- 
lature.  The  grand  structure  now  known  as  the 
New  Capitol  was,  by  excavating  and  laying  founda- 
tions, begun  July  7,  1S69. 

It  was  not  until  early  in  the  summer  of  1871 
that  the  superstructure  was  ready  to  receive  the 
corner-stone.  June  24,  1871,  was  designated  as 
the  day.  The  exercises  attending  this  work  were 
grand  and  imposing.  An  introductory  address 
was  delivered  by  the  Hon.  Hamilton  Harris,  fol- 
lowed by  reading  a  list  of  the  documents  placed  in 
the  corner-stone,  by  Hon.  William  A.  Rice;  an  ad- 
dress by  Governor  John  T.  HolTman  ;  and  .Masonic 
ceremonies  conducted  by  Most  Worshipful  John 
Anton,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  IMasonic  Lodge 
of  the  State. 

The  liberal  spirit  of  the  citizens  of  Albany  was 
exhibited  in  a  marked  manner  in  the  erection  of 
the  New  Capitol.  To  Hon.  Hamilton  Harris, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Capitol  Commissioners, 
and  to  his  exertions  in  the  Senate,  the  State  and  the 
City  of  Albany  are  largely  indebted  for  the  suc- 
cessful manner  in  which  the  work  was  from  the 
first  pushed  forward.  By  a  concurrent  resolution 
adopted  iNIay  14,  1878,  the  Legislature  declared 
the  new  building  to  be  the  Capitol  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  it  was  formally  occupied  as  such 
January  7,  1879.  "The  same  evening  the  citizens  of 
Albany  gave  a  reception  in  honor  of  the  event, 
and  commemorative  exercises  were  held  under 
authority  of  the  Legislature  on  the  i  2th  of  February 
following. 

New  Capitol  Commissioners. — Hamilton  Harris, 
May  3,  1866;  John  V.  L.  Pruyn,  May  3,  1866; 
Obadiah  B.  Latham,  May  3,  1866;  James  S. 
Thayer,  May  19,  1868;  William  A.  Rice,  .ALiy  19, 
1868;  James  Terwilliger,  May  19,  1868;  John  T. 
Hudson,  May  19,  1868;  Alonzo  B.  Cornell,  May 
19,  1S68. 

Second  Board. — Hamilton  Harris,  April  26, 
1871;  William  C.  Kingsley,  April  26,  1S71;  Will- 
iam A.  Rice,  April  26,  1871;  ChaunceyM.  Depew, 
April  26,  1871;  Delos  De  Wolf,  April  26,  1871; 
Edwin  A.  Merritt,  April  26,  1871. 

Architects  — Thomas  Fuller,  August  12,  1868; 
Eidlitz,  Richardson  &  Co.,  September  12,  1876. 

Superintendents. — John  Bridgeford,  September 
10,  1868;  William  J.  McAlpine,  June  11,  1873; 
James  W.  Eaton,  June  12,  1874. 

The  Second  Board  was  superseded  bv  Act  of  the 
Legislature  of  1S75,  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor, 
Attorney-General,  and  Auditor  of  the  Canal  De- 
partment were  constituted  Commissioners  of  the 
New  Capitol.  An  .Advisory  Board  to  the  Commis- 
sioners was  appointed  July  15,  1 875,  consisting  of 
F.  Law  Olmsted,  Leopold  Eitilitz  and  Henry 
Richardson.  This  board  was  superseded  by  the 
appointment  of  architects  in  1S76.  An  Act  passed 
March  30,  1SS3,  authorized  the  Governor,  by  and 
with  the  advice  ami  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint 
an  officer  to  be  known  as  the  Commissioner  of  the 
New  Capitol,  who  shall  have  charge  of  the  work  of 


constructing  and  finishing  the  building.     He  is 
authorized  to  employ  labor,  purchase  material  and 
make  contracts,  which,  in   all   cases,   must  be 
awarded  to  the  lowest  bona  fide  responsible  bidder. 
He  is  required  to  give  a  bond  for  $50,000,  condi- 
tione  l  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of 
j  his  office.     His  term  of  office  is  the  same  as  that 
!  of  the  Governor,  from  whom  he  receives  his  ap- 
I   pointment.  His  salary  is  .S7, 500  per  annum.  The 
1  same  Act  abolished  the  office  of  Superintendent  of 
the  Capitol. 

A  subsequent  law  of  the  same  year  designated 
the  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor  and  Speaker  of 
the  Assembly,  ex  officio,  trustees  of  the  finished 
parts  of  the  building,  and  of  several  other  public 
buildings  of  the  State  at  Albany,  for  which  they 
are  to  appoint  a  Superintendent  at  an  annual  salary 
of  $3,500. 

After  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone,  the  work 
on  the  building  was  continued  with  more  or  less 
rapidity,  according  to  the  appropriation  of  funds. 

There  were  times  of  entire  cessation  from  work 
for  lack  of  funds.  In  1874  no  work  was  done 
upon  it  for  six  months. 

It  is  now  occupied  by  the  Senate  and  Assembly, 
the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  nearly  all  the  State 
Departments. 

The  Foundation. — To  receive  the  foundation, 
the  earth  was  excavated  to  an  average  depth  of  15- 
Y^d^jy  feet  below  the  surface.  Then  concrete  to  the 
thickness  of  four  feet  was  first  laid  down.  The 
material  for  this  was  of  a  nature  that  indurates 
with  the  lapse  of  time,  so  that  a  stone  floor  now 
exists  which  is  every  year  approaching  the  hard- 
ness and  duration  of  granite.  The  sub  base- 
ment  extends  down  nineteen  feet  four  inches,  and 
contains  935,000  cubic  feet  of  stone.  The  brick 
walls  are  from  thirty-two  inches  to  five  feet  thick, 
containing  between  ten  and  eleven  million  bricks. 
The  foundation  of  the  main  tower  is  one  hundred 
and  ten  feet  square  at  the  base,  tapering  to  seventy 
feet  square  at  the  basement  floor,  The  sub-base- 
ment is  divided  into  one  hundred  and  forty-four 
different  -^ppartments,  and  is  utilized  for  heating, 
!  storing  and  ventilating  purposes. 

The  immense  boilers  in  the  sub-basement  used 
for  propelling  machinery  for  heating,  lighting  and 
ventilating  purposes  have  long  been  regarded  as 
dangerously  located.  They  were  considered  liable 
to  explode.  They  were  also  the  source  of  other 
inconveniences.  A  proposal  to  remove  them  to  a 
building  adjacent  to  the  Ca{)itol,  to  be  constructed 
by  the  State  for  this  purpose,  has  been  agitated  for 
I  several  ses?i(  ns  of  the  Legislature.  The  Legisla- 
ture of  18S5  pa-sed  an  Act  providing  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  building  for  a  boiler-house  with  chimney- 
stack,  having  a  conduit  running  from  the  boiler- 
house  to  the  Capitol. 

The  lovinihition  of  the  boilor-liouse  is  seven  feet  below 
the  sidewalk  at  the  corner  of  Lafav-ctte  and  Hawk  streets, 
the  walls  three  feet  wide.  From  rtoor  levels  to  t!ie  water 
I  tables  the  walls  are  two  feet  thick,  faced  with  dressed 
j  stone.  Water  tables  blue  stone,  and  the  wall  alxive  faced 
I  with  pressed  brick,  lower  included.  The  roof  is  supported 
I  by  iron  tru•;^es,  peaked  and  slated.  Tlie  lloor  is  bricked  or 
'   tlagjjed.    The  chimney  is  100  feet  high,  built  of  hard  brick; 
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a(  the  base  it  is  fourteen  feet  square  and  fen  and  one- 
half  feet  in  dianifter  at  the  top.  The  conduit  comprises 
cast-iron  tul^-s  in  ii-n-^'ths  of  six  feet,  clearinc;  six  feet  in  the 
diamclcr  and  an  inch  thick.  Two  ten-inch  steam. pipe;  must 
run  throuL;ii  it  to  connect  the  Capitol  with  the  battery 
ot  loilcrs.  The  return  pipes  are  four  inclies  in  diameter. 
For  270  feet  tlie  \Vashini,'tun  avenue  drains  are  lowered  three 
feet,  and  for  \QO  feet  the  Lafayette  street  drains  are  lowered 
ei.;ht  feet.  There  are  five  boilers,  each  150-horse  power. 
The  plates  are  made  of  the  best  quality  of  Otis  homo- 
ecne-ou!.  ste-el,  with  tensile  strength  ot  60,000  pounds  to  the 
inch  of  area. 

The  re>pon.sibility  of  making  this  construction 
and  the  removal  was  committed  to  Hon.  Ciiarles 
15.  .\nilrcws,  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
and  (in^unds  in  Albany  belonging  to  the  State. 

'ritc  Capitol  is  now  lighted  by  magnificent  elec- 
tric lights.  The  Senate,  Assembly  and  Court  of 
Appeals  and  other  larger  rooms  are  illuminated  by 
the  incandescent  light.  'The  effect  of  these  lights 
can  scarcely  be  described,  but  must  be  seen  to  be  ' 
appreciated.  j 

The  Capitol  is  magnificently  situated  in  what  | 
will  be  hereafter  known  as  Capitol  square,  includ-  | 
ing  the  land  between  Eagle  street  on  the  east,  i 
Capitol  place  on  the  west,  with  Washington  ave- 
nue on  the  north,  and  State  street  on  the  south. 
The  length  is  1,034  feet,  the  width  330,  containing 
in  all  7-1",^'  ^cres. 

Capitol  place  is  155  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
Hudson,  and  the  land  slopes  to  the  east  51  feet. 
State  street  leads  directly  up  from  Broadway  to  the 
Capitol. 

One  of  the  first  impressions  of  the  traveler  as  he 
beholds  the  building  is  its  immense  proportions. 
It  occupies  3  J  acres  of  land.  It  is  300  feet  from 
north  to  south,  and  400  feet  from  east  to  west.  The 
walls  are  108  feet  high  from  the  water-table,  and  are 
composed  of  granite,  most  of  it  from  Hallowell,  j 
Maine.  j 

The  Central  Court  is  137  by  92  feet,  extending  j 
an  open  space  to  the  sky  and  admitting  much  j 
needed  liglit  and  air.    Above  the  six  dormer  win-  | 
d<jws  that  open  on  the  Court  that  are  above  the  j 
fourth  or  gallery  story,  are  sculptured  the  arms  of  1 
six  families  more  or  less  disdnguished  in  the  history  ! 
of  the  State.    The  Stuyvesant  Arms  are  on  the 
north  side,  west;  Schuyler  arms  on  the  north  side,  | 
middle;  the  Livingston  arms  on  the  north  side, 
cast;  the  Jay  arms  are  on  the  south  side,  west; 
the  Clinton  arms  are  on  the  south  side,  middle; 
the  Tompkins  arms  are  on  the  south  side,  east.  ; 

The  carvings  descriptive  of  these  arms,  with  the  ; 
nidttocs,  are  beautifully  wrought,  and  blend  with  i 
fine  elTect  in  the  whole  enlablaiure  on  which  they 
appear, 

\Vc  take  the  following  description  of  the  Capitol 
from  H.  P.  Phelps'  admirablv  compiled  work, 
"The  Albany  Hand-book." 

The  first  or  ground  story,  which  is  nearly  on  a 
level  with  Washington  avenue  and  State  street,  is  I 
devoted  to  committee  rooms  ai'.d  offices  elsewhere  I 
specified.  Ascent  to  the  other  stories  may  be  ^ 
made  by  elevators,  but  visitors  will  gencrallv  prefer  j 
to  walk  up  one  or  the  other  of  the  grand  stair- 
cases. 


The  Assembly  St.\ikc.\se,  on  the  north  side,  is  of 
Dorchester  freestone  of  soft  drab  color;  its  ascent 
is  easy;  its  design  vigorous  and  scholarly.  The 
views  of  it  so  often  seen  give  a  better  idea  of  its 
majestic  proportions  then  words  can  do. 

The  Golde.n  Cokkiuok. — On  arriving  upon  the 
second  floor  by  the  .\ssembly  Staircase  will  be  seen 
the  Golden  Corridor,  140  feet  long  by  20  wide 
and  about  twenty-five  feet  high,  e.xtending  along 
the  whole  court  side  of  the  north  center.  Seven 
large  windows  opening  upon  this  court  divide  the 
corridor  into  bays,  twenty  ["eet  square.  Each  bay 
is  flanked  by  piers,  between  which  arches  are 
turned,  and  these  arches  sustain  a  low  and  ribless 
trroined  \ault. 

'Six.  Montgomery  Schuyler  says:  ' 

"The  piers  are  covered  with  a  damask  of  red 
upon  umber.  The  angle  moldings  are  solidly  gilded. 
The  crimson  wall  screen  on  both  sides  is  overlaid 
with  a  simple  reticulation  of  gold  lines  framing  or- 
naments ill  yellow.  The  whole  vault  is  gilded, 
and  upon  its  ground  of  gold  traveising  each  face 
of  the  vault,  is  a  series  of  bands  of  minute  ornament 
in  brown,  scarlet  and  deep  blue.  The  method — 
this  close  mosaic  of  minute  quantities  of  crude 
color — is  entirely  Oriental  in  treatment  and  effect. 
The  varying  surfaces  of  the  vaulting,  each  covered 
with  fretted  gold,  give  a  vista,  lengthened  by  the 
dwindling  arches,  alive  with  flashing  lights  and 
shimmering  shadows.  Opening  out  of  the  corridor 
to  the  right  is  the  room  originally  intended  for  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  but  declined  by  the  Judge  as  un- 
suitable for  their  purpose.  It  is  ;i.\ty  feet  square 
and  twenty-five  feet  high,  subdivided  into  parallel- 
ograms, one  twice  the  width  of  the  other,  by  a  line 
of  red  granite  columns  carrying  with  broad,  low- 
arches  a  marble  wall.  The  walls  are  of  sandstone, 
visible  in  some  places,  but  covered  in  most  with  a 
decoration  in  deep  red,  and  with  the  tall  wainscot- 
ing of  oak,  which  occupy  the  wall  above  the  dado 
of  sandstone.  The  ceiling  is  a  superb  construction 
in  carved  oak,  carried  on  a  system  of  beams  dimin- 
ishing in  si^e  from  the  great  girders  supported  by 
greit  braces,  and  finally  closed  by  oaken  panels, 
profusely  carved.  The  Senate  occupied  this  room 
previous  to  the  completion  of  the  Senate  Chamber, 
and  it  has  been  us;d  for  various  purposes.  .At  the 
time  of  the  icare,  in  relation  to  the  ceiling  of  the 
.Assembly  Cliamber,  in  1 88 2-83,  it  was  hastily  fitted 
up  for  the  occupation  of  the  .Assembly  with  gallery, 
etc  'i  he  members  sat  there  one  day  and  retu:ned 
to  their  quarters.  When  the  State  Library  Build- 
ing was  razed,  this  room  and  the  Golden  Corridor 
were  utilized  temporarily  for  library  purposes. 

The  .Assembly  Chamber. — Ascending  another 
flight  of  the  staircase  we  come  to  what  is,  without 
doubt,  the  grandest  legislative  hall  in  the  world — 
the  Assembly  Chamber — S4.X140  feet  by  including 
the  galleries,  although  the  chamber  proper  is  but 
84  by  85  feet.  Four  great  pillars,  4  feet  in  diameter, 
of  red  granite,  sust.tin  the  largest  groined  stone 
arch  in  the  world,  the  key-stone  being  56  feet  from 
the  floor.  These  pillars,  and  the  arch  which 
springs  from  them,  are  the  most  striking  features 
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of  the  room,  but  it  will  bear  a  world  of  study. 
While  all  admit  the  grandeur  of  the  work,  its 
vastne>s  is  also  its  defect;  for  as  a  debating  hall  it 
is  far  from  perfect.  With  the  Assembly  in  perfect 
order  (a  condition  rarely  observed  for  ten  consecu- 
tive minutes)  a  good  speaker  cannot  be  heard  j 
without  difficulty,  but  the  Statesman  with  weak 
lungs,  poor  voice,  uninteresting  manner,  or  thread- 
bare subject,  is  ajit  to  complain  bitterly  of  the 
acoustics.  It  had  been  found  necessary,  in  order 
to  keep  the  key-stone  in  place,  to  weight  it  very 
heavily;  this  extra  weiglit  upon  the  sandstone 
caused  some  of  the  defective  stones  to  crack. 
Small  pieces  fell,  and  Uiere  was  much  apprehension 
that  the  building  was  settling  unevenly,  and  that 
the  tons  upon  tons  of  stone  in  and  about  the  ceiling 
would  some  day  come  down  with  a  cra^h.  A  com- 
mission of  experts  reported  that  it  was  best  to  take 
the  ceiling  down.  The  architects  protested  and 
offered  to  repair  it  at  their  own  ex[)ense;  they  were 
allowed  to  do  so,  replaced  the  defective  stones,  and 
all  anxiety  appears  to  have  subsided. 

The  Allegorical  Pictures. — No  one  feature  of 
the  Capitol  has  caused  more  comment  than  the 
pictures  that  occupy  the  upper  portions  of  the 
north  and  south  walls  of  this  chamber.  They 
were  painted  by  the  late  William  M.  Hunt,  one  of 
the  greatest  of  American  artists,  and  possess  a 
melancholy  interest  from  the  fact  that  they  are  the 
only  work  of  the  kind  he  ever  did.  He  received 
for  his  services  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  The  space 
covered  by  each  is  fifteen  by  forty  feet.  That  on 
the  northern  wall  represents  the  allegory  of  Arm ujd 
and  i.\hriman,  or  the  flight  of  Evil  before  Good; 
or,  as  is  more  frequently  interpreted.  The  Flight 
of  Night.  The  Queen  of  Night  is  driving  before 
the  dawn,  charioted  on  clouds  drawn  by  three 
plunging  horses,  one  black,  one  white,  one  red, 
without  other  visible  restraint  than  that  of  a 
swarthy  guide,  who  floats  at  the  left  of  the  picture, 
and  whose  hand  is  lightly  laid  upon  the  head  of 
the  outermost  horse.  At  the  right  of  the  goddess, 
and  in  deep  shade,  is  the  recumbent  figure  of  a 
sleeping  mother  with  a  sleeping  child  upon  her 
breast.  The  picture  on  the  southern  wall  repre- 
sents the  Discoverer  standing  upright  in  a  boat, 
dark  against  a  sunset  sky.  Fortune  erect  stands 
behind  him  trimming  the  sail  with  her  lifted  left 
hand  while  her  right  ht)lds  the  tiller.  The  boat  is 
rising  to  a  sea,  and  is  attended  by  Hope  at  the 
prow,  with  one  arm  resting  on  it.  and  one  point- 
ing forward;  Faith,  whose  face  is  buried  in  her 
arms,  and  who  is  floating  with  the  tide:  and  Science 
unrolling  a  chart  at  the  side. 

We  are  told  that  since  Mr.  Hunt's  melancholv 
death  on  the  Isle  of  Shoals,  that  the  fifty-five  days 
devoted  by  himself  and  his  assistant  to  the  paint- 
ing of  these  pictures,  by  no  means  represented  all 
the  labor  bestowed  upon  them.  The  Discoverer 
was  first  drawn  in  charcoal  in  1857.  The  Plight  of 
Night  had  been  put  on  paper  ten  years  earlier, 
and  had  been  designed  .'•imply  fur  an  easel  picture. 
After  accepting  the  commission,  Mr.  Hunt's  pre- 
paratory work  in  his  studio  in  Boston  was  of  nearly  | 


five  months'  duration.  For  the  Flight  of  Night, 
the  heads  of  the  horses,  their  legs  and  feet  were  all 
freshly  painted  from  life.  The  (^ueen  was  painted 
from  a  model.  Sleep  and  the  child  were  painted 
from  life;  also  the  dusky  guide.  For  the  other 
i  picture,  the  Discoverer,  Hope,  Science,  and  For- 
tune were  painted  from  life  models.  The  heads, 
hands,  antl  arms  of  these  figures  were  also  drawn 
and  colored  as  .separate  studies.  In  all,  thirty  or 
more  careful  charcoal  drawings  and  more  than 
twelve  pastels  were  made,  besides  nineteen  com- 
plete copies  in  oil — seventeen,  twelve  by  thirty 
inches,  and  two,  six  by  eight  feet.  The  work  itself 
had  to  be  done  by  a  specified  time,  and  this  in- 
volved much  anxiety.  Each  morning  die  artist 
and  his  assistant  were  up  to  catch  from  the  rising 
sun  a  fresh  impression  to  carry  to  the  work  upon 
the  Flight  of  Night.  Every  evening  they  watched 
the  ^vaning  daylight,  and  noted  the  effect  of  figures 
and  objects  against  the  setting  sun,  as  a  study  for 
the  Discoverer.  Later  on  in  the  work,  Mr.  Hunt 
obtained  from  his  assistant  a  solemn  promise  that 
if  their  effort  proved  a  failure,  he  would  paint  out 
both  pictures  in  a  single  night. 

The  South  Side  Corridor. — The  Executive 
Chambers,  or  the  Governor's  rooms,  are  in  the 
southeast  corner  on  the  second,  or  entrance  floor. 
On  the  way  to  this  portion  of  the  Capitol,  one  is 
struck  by  two  very  important  differences  in  con- 
struction between  the  southern  corridors  and  the 
corresponding  passages  on  the  north  side  of  the 
building.  These  differences  consist  in  the  use  of 
colored  marbles  here  for  wainscoting,  and  in  the 
admission  of  light  by  windows  rising  from  the  top 
of  the  wainscot  above  the  level  of  the  eye  and  sur- 
rounding the  doors  leading  into  the  various  com- 
mittee rooms  that  receive  direct  light.  The  effect 
of  the  wainscot  is  of  great  richness  and  varietv,  and 
it  also  seems  substantial  and  enduring.  The  rich- 
ness and  variety  of  color  is  truly  wonderful,  and  it 
contains  in  low  tcmes  more  combinations  than  the 
most  elaborate  palettes  of  a  painter  could  reach  in 
a  lifetime.  The  most  prominent  tints  are  shades 
and  hues  o.'  red,  and  these  are  relieved  by  num- 
berless colder  tones,  grays  and  browns  predom- 
inating. The  marble  has  been  selected  upon  a 
harmonious  scale  of  color,  and  is  put  together  in 
simple  slabs,  the  joining  edges  of  which  are  be\eled 
perpendicularly,  and  are  held  in  place  by  a  slightly 
convex  string  mo'ding  and  a  cap  of  brownstone, 
which,  where  they  abut  upon  doors,  are  daintily 
car\ed  into  terminal  bosses,  while  the  whole  rests 
upon  a  molded  base  of  brownstone.  This 
wainscot  is  more  pleasing  than  any  combination  of 
tiles  could  be,  but  its  efl^ect  would  be  entirely 
thrown  away  were  it  not  for  the  means  adopted  lor 
lighting  the  corridors  through  the  windows  above 
mentioned. 

The  Gover.nor's  Room  is  sixty  feet  long  by  forty 
wide;  the  walls  are  wainscoted  to  a  height  of 
fifteen  or  sixteen  feet  with  malK\gany,  arrangeel  in 
square  panels  surmounted  with  a  band  of  carving 
ami  a  carved  molding  above.  The  space  between 
this  and  the  ceiling  of  mahogany  is  covered  with 
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hangings  of  Spanish  leather,  which  harmonize,  in 
its  soft  tones  of  golden-brown,  and  red,  and  olive, 
with  the  mahogany.  On  one  side  of  the  room  is 
an  enormous  fire-place  having  a  shelf  and  several 
emblematic  panels  of  elaborate  carving  about  it. 
The  ceiling  is  composed  of  beams,  which  divide 
the  space  into  panels,  having  rails  perforated  in 
the  form  of  a  quatrefoil  surrounding  the  panel. 
There  are  convenient  arrangements  to  connect 
with  the  offices  of  the  executive  attendants  and  the 
bill  room  by  small  doors  in  the  paneling,  and 
altogether  the  room  is  well  adapted  to  the  recep- 
tion of  {)crsons  having  business  to  transact  with  the 
Governor  and  his  assistants. 

The  Cork  [DOR  of  Coi.um.vs. — Ascending  from 
this  floor  by  the  commodious  and  easy  running 
elevator,  we  find  ourselves  in  a  corridor  similar  to 
that  previously  described,  which  leads  into  a 
broader  one,  running  east  and  west  along  the  north 
side  of  the  Senate  Chamber.  This  last-named 
corridor,  which  is  after  plans  furnished  by  Mr. 
Eidlitz,  is  entirely  lined  and  vaulted  with  sandstone, 
and  has  a  row  of  columns  in  the  center,  above 
which  there  is  a  double-arched  vault  extending  to 
either  wall.  Upon  this  spacious  corridor  open  the 
main  doors  leadmg  to  the  Senate  Chamber. 

The  Senate  Chamber,  in  the  richness  and 
variety  of  its  decoration,  is  equaled  only  by  the 
famous  St.  Mark's  Cathedral  in  Venice.  Its  treat- 
ment was  assigned  to  Mr.  Richardson,  and  of  his 
success  there  can  be  no  question.  The  space  in 
which  he  had  to  work  was  sixty  feet  in  breadth, 
nearly  one  hundred  in  length,  and  about  fifty  in 
height.  He  has  reduced  the  plan  of  the  room  to  a 
nearly  square  form,  cutting  off  from  either  end  of 
it  the  lobbies,  above  which  are  placed  the  gal- 
leries, opening  on  the  chamber  proper.  These 
lobbies,  opening  from  the  corridors,  are  simple  in 
treatment.  Yet  by  a  slight  similarity  in  detail 
they,  in  a  measure,  prepare  the  eye  for  the  Senate 
Chamber  itself  They  are  wainscoted  with  a  light 
marble,  arranged  panelwise  in  slabs  and  rails,  and 
are  ceiled  with  quartered  oak.  From  the  west 
lobby  opens  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  room,  com- 
fortably fitted  up  with  a  carved  and  polished  ma- 
hogany wainscot  and  fire-place,  and  an  oak  ceiling 
supported  on  corbels  of  marble.  By  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  galleries  over  the  lobbies,  the  actual 
floor  space  of  the  Senate  Chamber  proper  is  re- 
duced to  about  sixty  ftet  by  fifty-five.  Entering  on 
this  floor  by  the  main  doorway  from  the  vaulted 
corridor  above  described  we  first  seethe  south  wall, 
from  which  the  chamber  is  litrhtcd  bv  three  large 
openings  rising  from  a  level  with  the  floor  and  six 
lesser  openings  near  the  ceiling.  Two  of  the 
large  windows  are  filled  vvith  disks  of  stained  glass, 
which  shade  from  browns  and  rubies  near  the 
floor  through  olives  and  golden  hues  to  the  semi- 
circular tops,  which  are  filled  with  varied  iridescent 
and  opalescent  tint'.  The  central  window  is  ob- 
scureti  by  the  reredos  behind  the  president's  desk, 
which  rises  to  the  spring  of  the  window  arches, 
but  does  not  cover  the  semicircular  window- 
headj  which,  like  the  otheis,  is  filled  with  many- 


hucd  opalescent  glass.  The  stained  glass  has  been 
used  not  only  to  add  brilliancy  of  color,  but  to 
avoid  the  glare  of  light  that  has  proved  so  objec- 
i  tionable  in  some  of  the  other  rooms.  These  win- 
dows are  arched,  and  the  stone  moldings  above 
and  below  them  are  carved  with  intricate  and  deli- 
cate patterns  of  interwoven  lace-like  forms,  and  a 
carved  band  of  stone  divides  the  lower  part  of 
each  window  from  the  semicircular  upper  light. 
The  capitals  of  the  angle  columns  are  more 
heavily  cut  into  conventional  forms  taken  from 
oak  leaves  and  other  foliage.  The  wall  space  be- 
tween the  windows,  as  far  up  as  the  spring  of  the 
arches,  is  of  Knoxville  Tenn.,  marble,  a  reddish- 
gray  stone  not  highly  polished,  though  having  a 
smooth  finish. 

The    Mexican    Onyx   Paneling. — Above  the 
tliree  arches  of  the  lower  windows  for  about  twelve 
feet  (perpendicular),  the  wall  is  paneled  with  ]\Iex- 
ican  onyx.    These  panels  are  cut  into  slabs  three 
feet  square  and  are  separated,  or  rather  framed,  by 
slightly  convex  rails  of  Sienna  (Italy)  marble,  the 
mottled  reds,  yellows,  and  browns  of  which  con- 
trast with  the  tints  of  the  onyx.     For  additional 
support  the  slabs  are  backed  up  with  slabs  of  ordi- 
nary marble.    The  variety  of  color  displayed  in  the 
onyx  is  very  remarkable,  the  prevailing  tints  being 
mottled  and  semi-translucent  whites,  cream  colors, 
sea-water,  olive  and  ivory.    These  tints  are  broken 
and  waved  by  lines,   striae  and  splashes  of  raw 
Sienna  coloring,  rosy  brov.-n,  and  numberless  shades 
j  of  other  neutral  browns,  some  inclining  toward  red 
i  and  some  toward  green  and  even  blue,  while  the 
1  surface  everyw'here  varies  in  play  of  light  and  shade 
!  of  semi-opacity  and  translucence.     The  various 
I  slabs,  no  two  of  which  are  alike,  are  arranged  with 
I  a  certain   idea  of  contrast,   but   never  formally 
I  nor  with  regularity  of  counter-change.    They  are 
i  laid  haphazard  with  a  motive.    The  dividing  rails 
I  of  Sienna  marble  are  of  colors  that  harmonize  ad- 
I  mirably  with  those  of  the  onyx,  being  principallv 
I  yellows  of  a  soft  golden  character  and  reddish- 
brown  mottled,  the  intensity  of  which  is  varied  in 
every  piece,  and  sometimes  approaches  so  nearlv 
the  color  of  an  adjacent  slab  of  onyx  as  to  melt 
into  it.    Both  panels  and  rails  are  highlv  polished, 
i  Above  this  paneling  is  a  string  course  of  simplv 
I  carved  marble,  and  above  this  is  the  upper  tier  of 
i  windows,  six  in  number.    The  shape  and  treat- 
i  ment  are  similar  to  tiiose  of  the  lower  windows. 
1  The  wall  space  above  these  windows  is  filled  in 
I  with  lead,  heavily  gilded,  constituting  a  sort  of  frieze. 
The  ornament  of  this  is  a  carefully  studied  design 
of  arabesque  or  floral  pattern,  beaten  out  or  em- 
I  bossed  by  means  of  hammers,  stamps  and  dies  of 
j  various  sizes  and  shapes,  thus  alTording  a  varied 
I  p'av  of  light  and  shade  on  the  gilt  surface.  This 
I  field  of  gold,  being  absolutely  neutral,  adapts  itself 
to  the  color  of  the  surrounding  objects,  and  in  the 
I  elevation  and  depression  of  its  beaten  and  stamped 
surface  supplies  the  complcmentarv  colors  neces- 
I  sary     lo    complete     the    color     iiarmony  of 
]  the   whole   chamber.      Above   the   broad  frieze 
of  beaten  gold,   and  terminating  the  wall  are 
the  massive  car\ed  beams  of  oak,  more  than  four 
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feet  in  depth,  which  constitute  the  framework  of  | 
the  ceiling.  These  great  beams  are  supported  on 
stone  corbels  sunk  into  the  walls  and  projecting 
under  the  beams.  The  corbels  are  carved  into  bold 
and  vigorous  forms  derived  from  foliage  and 
flowers.  The  main  beams  divide  the  ceiling  into 
long,  narrow,  rectangular  spaces  running  from  east 
to  west,  and  these  spaces  are  divided  into  lesser 
rectangular  spaces  running  north  and  south,  which 
are  again  divided  in  half  by  smaller  beams  and 
form  squares,  which  are  still  further  divided  by  rails 
into  four  square  panels  each.  Half  way  betsveen 
the  east  and  west  walls  is  the  main  entrance  of  the 
corridor,  and  on  either  side  of  this  entrance  are  two 
great  open  fire-places  jutting  out  into  the  room. 
The  doorway  and  fire-places  are  constructed  of 
marble,  as  is  the  space  between  them.  The  open- 
ings of  the  fire-places  are  about  si.x  feet  in  height, 
and  something  more  in  breadth.  The  cheerful 
effect  of  these,  when  filled  with  blazing  logs,  the 
flames  of  which  are  reflected  on  the  polished  ony.x 
and  marble  from  all  sides  of  the  room,  may  well  be 
imagined.  Above  the  fire  openings  are  to  be 
carved  legends  or  symbolical  devices.  Above  these 
are  the  broad  faces  of  the  chimney-breasts,  which 
are  to  be  cut  in  bas-relief,  with  representations  of 
historical  or  legendary  scenes,  emblematical  of  or 
illustrating  the  legislative  character  of  the  room. 
The  whole  chimney-pieces  are  about  half  as  high 
as  the  room,  reaching  to  the  string  course  below 
the  gold  frieze.  Above  the  doorway  and  wall 
space  ofKnoxville  marble,  we  see  the  wall  space 
up  to  the  frieze  covered  with  the  INIexican  onyx 
panel,  and  like  the  frieze,  in  greater  extent  of  sur- 
face than  elsewhere.  Above  the  onyx  and  inclosed 
within  the  frieze  is  a  long  rectangular  space,  which 
may  be  filled  in  with  mural  painting  of  some 
allegorical  subject  fitted  to  the  place. 

The  Court  of  Appeals. — Nine  spacious  rooms 
are  assigned  for  the  Court  of  Appeals,  six  in  the 
third  or  principal  story,  three  in  the  fourth  or  gal- 
lery story,  the  two  stories  being  connected  by  an 
ornamented  iron  staircase.  The  Court-room  is  in 
the  southeast  corner  over  the  executive  chamber, 
and  is  35  by  53  feet  and  25  feet  high.  It  is  finished 
in  quartered  red  oak,  timbered  ceiling  of  the  same 
material,  with  carved  beams  and  deep  recessed 
panels.  The  five  window  openings  are  finished 
with  Knoxville  marble,  the  arches  resting  on  carved 
trusses  and  columns  recessed  into  the  angles  formed 
by  the  jambs  and  outer  belting,  terminating  in 
ornamental  trusses.  A  deep  carved  wood  string  in 
line  with  the  trusses,  and  the  carved  capitals  of  the 
marble  columns  divide  the  oak  paneling  on  the 
walls  into  two  parts.  The  framework  of  the  upper 
section  is  filled  in  with  large  plain  panels,  and  the 
intention  is  to  decorate,  by  gilding,  the  rails.  The 
panels  are  designed  to  be  painted  in  varied  designs 
to  harmonize  with  the  wood-carving.  The  lower 
section  below  the  window  arches  stands  upon  a 
molded  base  and  is  filled  in  with  double  raised 
panels  and  sub  divided  longitudinally  by  carved 
string  courses,  containing  between  them  a  section 
of  vertical  fluted  work,  in  which  are  fixed  at  inter- 
vals, in  carved  frames,  the  portraits  of  the  judges, 


many  of  which  hung  in  the  Court  of  Appeals' 
room  of  the  Old  Capitol.  On  the  west  side  of  the 
room  is  a  recessed  fire-place  of  large  dimensions, 
over  which  is  displayed  the  arms  of  the  State, 
carved  in  the  oaken  panels  of  the  mantel  over  the 
recess.  The  recess  of  the  fire-place  is  lined  with 
Sienna  marble,  and  has  a  bench  on  either  side  of 
the  fire-place  of  the  same  material.  The  lintel  over 
the  fire-place  is  also  of  Sienna  marble,  richly 
carved  and  extending  across  the  whole  recess. 
Resting  on  the  lintel  is  a  large  panel  composed  of 
several  choice  specimens  of  ^Mexican  onyx  skill- 
fully arranged.  The  Judge's  bench  has  been  care- 
fully designed  in  style  and  form  to  suit  the  require- 
ments and  wishes  of  that  honorable  body.  The 
front  is  divided  into  panels  set  in  framework;  the 
panels  are  exquisitely  carved  in  varied  designs  and 
separated  by  ornamental  balusters,  the  whole  rest- 
ing on  a  molded  base.  Carved  in  the  center  panel 
are  the  arms  of  the  Slate.  There  is  a  medallion 
convex  of  carved  grotesque  heads  located  along 
the  projecting  top.  Perhaps  no  room  in  the  build- 
ing is  better  adapted  to  its  purpose  than  this. 

The  Southeast,  or  Sen.^te  Staircase  occupies  a 
space  fifty-two  by  fifty-two,  and  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  feet  high  from  basement  to  the  top  of  the 
walls.  The  stairs  start  on  the  ground  floor  on 
the  south  side  and  extend  to  the  gallery  story. 
The  great  platforms  and  steps  are  of  Dorchester 
sandstone.  Each  story  is  divided  into  two  sec- 
tions by  spacious  intermediate  platforms  midway 
in  each  story,  extending  the  whole  distance  be- 
tween the  north  and  south  walls,  a  distance  of 
fifty  feet  by  twelve  feet  wide.  The  stairs  are  of 
easy  ascent  and  grand  and  dignified  in  appear- 
ance. The  upper  landings  of  the  stairs  on  each 
story  are  on  platforms  extending  the  whole  length 
between  the  walls  by  fourteen  feet  wide,  resting  on 
the  walls  at  either  end,  and  supported  at  the  cross- 
joints  by  massive  molded  granite  girders.  The 
west  walls  on  the  ground  and  entrance  stories  form 
a  continuous  line  of  niches,  divided  by  piers  and 
columns,  embellished  with  molded  brass  and 
carved  caps.  The  west  wall  in  each  of  the  four 
stories  is  pierced  by  large  openings,  through  which 
light  is  admitted  to  the  staircase  from  the  court. 
The  eastern  wall  in  the  entrance  and  main  stories 
is  provided  with  balconies,  the  platforms  placed  on 
a  level  with  the  tiled  floors  of  the  corridors  adjoin- 
ing. These  balconies  serve  both  as  useful  and  or- 
namental features,  and  are  approached  through  the 
openings  made  in  the  east  wail,  as  heretofore  de- 
scribed. The  openings  are  spanned  by  pointed 
arches,  the  two  outer  arches  extending  over  the 
steps.  The  f;\ces  of  piers  and  arches  are  decorated 
by  incised  ornaments,  the  under  side  of  arches  bv 
flowing  lines  of  tracery,  terminating  in  grotesque 
heads  and  figures.  The  north  and  south  sides  of 
the  wall  are  each  divided  into  two  openings,  which 
are  spanned  by  arches  springing  from  the  massive 
piers  at  the  ground  floor,  up  to  and  against  the 
piers  resting  upon  the  caps  of  the  center  columns, 
from  w  hich  the  upper  span  of  arches  spring,  to  and 
against  the  piers  of  the  various  landings.  These 
arches  are  constructed  at  an  angle  conforming  to 
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the  angles  of  the  steps,  and  supporting  the  same. 
The  vertical  faces  and  soffits  are  decorated  in  a 
similar  manner  as  the  arches  heretofore  described, 
with  the  exception  of  the  lower  section,  in  which 
spandrels  are  formed,  filled  in  with  geometrical 
tracery. 

Resting  on  the  arche?.  continuing  up  the  steps, 
and  forming  the  co[)ing  over  the  same,  is  a  molded 
string  course,  up  the  face  of  which  is  a  deeply  re- 
cessed and  richly  carved  decoration.  This  coping 
and  decoration  extends  along  a  level  with  all  the 
platforms,  and  is  divided  by  the  piers  at  the  angles. 
The  coping,  up  the  steps  and  along  the  platforms, 
is  surmounted  by  a  beautiful  balustrade  worked  in 
geometrical  figures  and  foliage  ornaments,  on 
which  rests  a  heavy  molded  hand-rail.  *  *  * 
This  great  monumental  work  is  believed  to  be 
without  parallel  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 

Stone-work. — The  following  description  of  the 
stone-work  used  on  the  New  Capitol  was  kindly 
furnished  the  editor  by  Mr.  James  J.  IMitchell, 
Superintendent  of  Granite  Work.  It  puts  on  rec- 
ord facts  of  abiding  interest  in  the  history  of  this 
great  building  that  can  be  found  nowhere  else.  It 
is  the  statement  of  a  skillful  practical  mechanic, 
who  has  been  on  the  work  from  the  beginning, 
given  in  his  own  clear  language. 

I  came  here  October  8,  1870,  when  the  foun- 
dation was  being  built,  from  Washington,  D.  C, 
where  I  had  been  employed  as  a  stone-cutter  on 
the  United  States  Capitol  and  other  public  build- 
ings. At  that  time  the  building  was  under  the 
management  of  a  commission,  of  which  the  Hon. 
HamiUon  Harris  was  Chairman.  The  corner- 
stone was  laid  June  24,  1871,  by  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  After  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone, 
measures  were  taken  to  push  forward  the  con- 
struction with  the  greatest  rapidity.  I  worked  as 
a  stone-cutter  on  the  building  until  May  25,  1872, 
when  I  was  appointed  assistant  foreman  of  stone- 
cutters, which  position  I  held  until  1876,  when 
Mr.  Reynolds,  who  had  been  principal  foreman, 
died.  I  was  appointed  his  successor.  In  1SS3  I 
was  further  promoted  to  Superintendent  of  Gran- 
ite Work  by  Commissioner  Perry. 

In  my  department  are  employed  almost  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  force  on  the  building,  the  total 
of  which  is  about  eight  hundred  and  fifty  men. 
In  my  office  are  two  clerks,  one  messenger  and  one 
assistant. 

The  average  number  of  men  employed  yearly 
since  1870,  is  1,100.  Of  the  different  kinds  of 
stone  used  in  its  construction  as  follows:  For 
foundation,  Tribes  Hill  and  Kingston  limestone, 
also  Fall  River  and  Saratoga  granite,  and  Potsdam 
sandstone  for  bond  stone.  The  basement  is  tlag- 
ged  with  bluestone  from  Ulster  County. 

The  water  table  is  of  Dix  Island,  Me.,  granite; 
the  corner-stone,  weighing  ten  tons,  is  also  of  this 
material.  It  is  situated  in  the  northeast  corner  of 
the  building.  It  was  contemplated  at  one  time  to 
construct  the  whole  building  of  Dix  Island,  Me., 
granite,  but  it  was  found  to  be  too  expensive. 


The  next  five  courses  around  the  entire  building 
are  of  Yarmouth,  Me.,  granite.  It  was  condemned 
on  account  of  having  been  found  to  contain  iron, 
thereby  causing  discoloration,  which  is  plainly 
visible,  and  is  a  great  eyesore.  From  the  fifth 
course  upward  the  entire  exterior  structure  is  coin- 
j)Oscd  of  Hallowell  white  granite,  a  fine,  if  not  the 
finest  building  material  in  the  world. 

In  the  north  and  south  entrances  halls,  ground 
jloor,  the  first  story  of  the  main  tower  and  cor- 
ridors, granite  from  Keene,  N.  H.,  is  used,  not 
including  the  arches.  In  the  east  and  west 
entrance  halls,  Hallowell  granite,  with  polished 
granite  columns  from  Fox  Island,  Me.,  is  used. 

The  great  columns  in  the  Assembly  Chamber 
are  red  granite  from  Stony  Creek,  Conn.,  while 
the  bases  and  capitals  are  Tuckahoe,  Westchester 
County,  marble.  The  remainder  of  the  Chamber 
is  entirely  of  Dorchester,  Ohio,  and  Belleville,  New 
Jersey,  red  sandstone. 

In  the  corridors  of  the  south  side  we  find,  in 
the  wainscoting,  marble  of  almost  every  hue,  prin- 
cipally from  Lake  Champlain.  The  base-band 
and  cap-courses,  also  the  jambs,  are  of  dark  brown- 
stone  from  Newark,  N.  J.  On  the  next  two  floors 
above,  the  same  materials  are  used  in  the  wains- 
coting. In  the  room  formerly  intended  for  the 
Court  of  Appeals  are  red  granite  columns  and 
pilasters  of  great  beauty  from  the  Bay  of  Fundy, 
Nova  Scotia. 

The  bases,  capitals  and  arches  in  the  Chamber 
supporting  the  floors  of  the  Assembly  Chamber.are 
of  white  marble  from  Tuckahoe,  Westchester  Coun- 
ty. The  wainscoting  is  of  Ohio  sandstone  and 
Dorchester  sandstone.  The  carving  in  the  oak 
panels  is  of  rare  beauty. 

The  stone  used  in  the  Governor's  Room  is  Kno.x- 
ville  marble,  highly  polished  and  carved.  The 
marble  lintel  in  the  fire-place  is  of  exquisite  finish, 
consisting  of  oak  leaves  and  stems  of  the  most  in- 
tricate design.  The  wainscoting  and  ceiling  in 
this  room  are  of  red  mahogany. 

The  Senate  Chamber  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  legislative  chambers  in  the  world. 
The  principal  material  used  in  this  chamber  is 
Knoxville,  Tennessee,  marble.  The  red  granite 
columns  and  pilasters  are  from  Jefferson  County, 
New  York.  They  are  surmounted  by  capitals  of 
exlraordinar\-  delicacy  and  workmanship,  of  Knox- 
ville, Tennessee,  marble.  The  north  and  south 
walls,  above  the  string-course,  are  lined  with  Mex- 
ican onyx  and  Sienna  marble — the  onyx  forming 
the  panels,  the  Sienna,  the  styles  and  rails.  These 
materials  are  the  most  costly  in  the  market.  The 
great  arches  are  also  of  Sienna,  elaborately  carved. 

The  large  mantels  in  the  Senate  Chamber  are 
very  elaborate,  consisting  of  sculptured  cherubs, 
animals,  foliage,  etc.,  in  deep  relief  They  are 
very  massive,  and,  when  finished,  will  be  one  of 
the  features  of  the  already  gorgeous  and  costly 
Chamber. 

The  lobbies  and  ante-rooms  are  finished  with 
Knoxville,  Tennessee,  marble,  as  also  the  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor's Room,  except  the  wainscoting, 
wliich  is  of  mahogany. 
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The  main  corridor  on  this,  the  principal  floor, 
and  the  one  above  the  gallery,  are  very  striking  to 
the  visitor,  who  passes  tiiough  trhem  before  enter- 
ing the  i^enale  Chamber,  wher::  he  linds  a  different 
style  of  architecture. 

The  materials  in  these  corriders  are  Dorchester 
and  Ohio  sandstone,  the  architect  of  the  latter  evi- 
dently preferring  sandstone,  as  it  seems  to  be  al- 
ways used  where  his  designs  are  to  be  found. 

The  carving  in  these  corridors,  especially  in  the 
gallery,  is  of  exquisite  design  and  execution,  treated 
by  master  hands. 

The  new  Court  of  Appeals,  situated  in  the  south- 
east corner,  is  a  fine  room.  The  windows  are 
trimmed  with  Knoxville  marble;  the  wainscoting 
and  ceiling  is  of  oak,  elaborately  carved;  the  rail- 
ing in  front  of  the  clerk's  desk  is  a  feature.  The 
fire-place  is  very  rich;  the  materials  are  Mexican 
onyx  and  Sienna  marble,  and  quite  unique. 

A  very  beautiful,  if  not  the  most  beautiful,  man- 
tel, so  far  as  material  is  concerned,  is  in  the  Clerk's 
Room,  Court  of  Appeals.  It  is  of  variegated  green 
Lissoughter  marble.  The  other  two  in  the  same 
suite  of  rooms  are  of  exquisite  design  and  finish,  and 
are  composed  of  Little  Island  and  Middleton  B 
marble. 

The  wainscoting  in  the  east  corridor  is  different 
from  that  of  the  south  corridor.  1  he  base-board 
and  cap  are  of  Belgian  black  marble;  the  panels  from 
East  Tennessee,  and  Greot  (French)  marble.  Lake 
Champlain  marble  is  also  used. 

The  northeast  staircase  is  entirely  composed  of 
Dorchester  sandstone.  The  style  is  in  harmony 
with  the  Assembly  Chamber,  being  very  rich  in 
detail. 

The  southeast  staircase,  now  building,  will  be 
a  magnificent  work  when  completed.  The  material 
used  is  red  Scotch  Corsehill  sandstone;  the  col- 
umns of  Peterhead,  Scotch,  granite.  Fox  Island  and 
Quincy  granite  are  also  used. 

In  the  Parlor  of  the  Assembly,  a  beautiful  mantel 
of  East  Tennessee  marble  is  constructing;  also,  in 
the  Committee  Room  of  Ways  and  ]Means. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  different  kinds  of 
stone  used  in  the  construction  of  this  building: 

Granite:  Fall  River,  ]Mass. ;  Saratoga,  N.  Y. ; 
Dix  Island,  ?ile. ;  Yarmouth,  Me. ;  Hallowell, 
Me. ;  Fox  Island,  Me. ;  Mount  Waldo,  I\Ie. ; 
Rockcliffe  Island,  Me. ;  Keene,  N.  H. :  Red  Stony 
Creek,  Conn.;  Red  Peterhead  (Scotch);  St.  John's, 
Bay  of  Fun dy  (N.  S. );  Quincy,  Mass. 

Marble:  Lake  Champlain;  East  Tennessee;  Ger- 
man; Virginia,  variegated;  Knoxville,  Tenn. ; 
Sienna;  Mexican  onyx;  Black  Belgian;  Irish,  varie- 
gated; Flavirco;  Tuckahoe,  Westchester  County; 
Pennsylvania  dove  color;  White  Italian;  Greot, 
French;  Vermont,  variegated;  Glen  Falls,  black; 
Middleton  black,  Little  Island;  Lissoughter. 

Sandstone:  Potsdam  and  Dorchester,  Ohio;  Red 
New  Jersey;  Red  Scotch;  Corsehill. 

Brownstone:  Newark,  N.  J. 

Limestone:  Tribes  Hill;  Kingston. 

Blucstone:  Ulster  County. 

Previous  to  the  construction  of  this  building,  it 
was  doubted  by  many  architects  that  granite  cou'd 


be  treated  by  the  workmen  in  such  a  delicate  man- 
ner as  the  elaborate  carving  on  tlie  different  parts 
of  the  exterior  demanded.  The  carving  on  the 
gallery  story  of  the  small  tuwcrs  could  scarcely  be 
treated  with  greater  delicacy  in  any  material  than 
it  is  in  the  Hallowell  granite.  The  tympanum 
in  the  dormers  on  all  sides  of  the  building  demon- 
strate beyond  a  doubt,  that  in  the  hands  of  skillful 
workmen  there  is  hardly  any  kind  of  ornament 
which  cannot  be  wrought  in  this  granite. 

The  dormers  on  the  north,  south,  and  west  sides 
of  the  central  court  are,  perhaps,  the  strongest 
evidence  that  can  be  adduced  of  the  delicate  treat- 
ment and  beautiful  finish  that  this  granite  will 
bear.  The  coats  of  arms  sculptured  on  them  took 
months  to  complete.  Heraldic  emblems  are,  in 
my  judgment,  the  most  difficult  ornaments  to  exe- 
cute out  of  granite  in  order  to  get  the  proper 
effect,  as  the  smallest  defect  in  any  part  would 
destroy  the  whole. 

The  most  skillful  mechanics  have  been  gathered 
to  this  building.  It  has  been  my  constant  desire 
to  encourage  and  foster  mechanical  and  artistic 
talent  wherever  I  found  it.  To  do  this,  while  con- 
tending against  the  importunities  of  politicians,  has 
indeed  been  a  hard  task,  and  under  the  circum- 
stances, it  is  little  less  than  a  miracle  that  the  great 
work  has  so  successfully  been  prosecuted. 

The  great  gable  on  the  west  front  is  elaborately 
ornamented.  The  loggia  is  one  of  its  principal 
features.  The  tympanum  is  enriched  with  disks, 
crossed  and  roseated,  forming  a  diaper  or  drapery 
of  extraordinary  beauty.  Over  the  string-course, 
and  flanking  the  arches,  stand  the  Winged  Lions  of 
Babylon.  Below  the  spandrels  are  sculptured  in 
bas-relief  the  figures  of  Justitia  and  Puritas.  Sur- 
mounting the  whole  is  a  massive  finial,  richly 
carved  in  deep  relief,  and  stamping  the  whole  as 
one  of  the  best  pieces  of  work  ever  executed  out 
of  granite  in  this  or  any  other  country. 

ISAAC  G.  PERRY. 

To  Mr.  Isaac  G.  Perry  has  been  entrusted  the 
work  of  carrying  forward  the  construction  of  the 
finest  and  most  expensive  building  in  this  country, 
and  the  third  most  expensive  in  the  world — the 
New  Capitol  at  Albany.  The  history  of  Albany, 
and  of  the  great  structure  itself,  would  be  incom- 
plete without  a  sketch  of  his  career. 

Bom  in  Bennington,  Vermont,  in  1822,  Mr. 
Perry  is  in  his  sixty-third  year,  though  his  robust 
frame  and  strongly-marked  features  would  indicate 
that  he  was  much  younger.  Much  of  his  early  life 
was  passed  at  Keeseville.  Essex  County,  New  York, 
where  he  received  his  education  and  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  the  details  of  that  which  was  to  be 
his  life  work.  After  a  time  he  removed  to  New 
York  City,  where  he  made  a  success  of  his  occu- 
pation, and  remained  until  he  was  induced  to  take 
up  his  residence  in  Binglumton,  N.  Y. .  where  he 
obtained  a  wide  reputation  as  a  buiUler  and  archi- 
tect. 

The  most  important  of  his  works  before  the 
I  Capitol,  was  the  Binghamton  Asylum  for  the  In- 
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sane,  a  fine  specimen  of  Elizabethan  architecture. 
Next  only  in  importance  was  the  new  Court  House 
at  Scranton,  Pa.,  an  elegant  structure  in  the  medi- 
.X'val  style  adapted  to  modern  requirement-.  Near- 
ly all  of  the  modern  built  buildings  in  Bingham- 
lon — and  they  are  numerous  and  beautiful,  as  well 
as  substantial — are  frum  his  dtsigns,  as  well  as 
many  equally  attractive  ones  in  other  cities. 

March  30,  1SS3,  Governor  Cleveland  appointed 
Mr.  Perry,  Commissioner  of  the  Construction  of  the 
New  Capitol,  under  the  then  recently  enacted  law 
creating  a  single  Commissioner  to  have  entire  charge 
of  the  interests  which  had  theretofore  been  confided 
to  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  and  his  appointment 
was  confirmed  on  the  5th  of  April  following.  The 
appointment  was  entirely  unsolicited  by  Mr.  Perry, 
who  was  chosen  as  an  architect,  not  as  a  partisan. 
He  had  been  a  life-long  adherent  to  Democratic 
principles,  but  had  never  thought  that  his  vocation 
as  an  architect  and  a  builder  had  anything  to  do 
with  his  political  convictions  as  a  citizen,  and  he 
had  not  made  himself  known  to  the  country  or  to 
the  State  by  any  prominence  in  politics.  In  an 
editorial  notice  of  Mr.  Perry's  appointment,  the 
Albany  Argus  said: 

"He  has  carried  to  completion  many  edifices 
which  are  attestations  of  good  work,  and  the  history 
of  them  shows  promptness,  harmony  and  honesty 
in  every  stage.  He  has  large  numbers  of  men  in 
his  employment,  and  his  record  shows  that  he  can 
command  their  regard  and  respect  while  requiring 
of  them  the  utmost  fidelity  and  energy.  Great  en- 
terprises have  confided  to  him  enormous  tasks,  in- 


volving the  use  of  large  capital,  the  development  of 
I  com])licated  plans,  and  the  necessity  of  combining 
thoroughness  of  work- with  rapidity  of  execution, 
i  He  has  in  every  instance  shown  marked  ability,  ab- 
'  solute  integrity,  exceptional  diligence  and  an  intel- 
j  ligent  purpose  to  regard  every  undertaking  as  a 
;  trust  10  be  discharged  with  scrupulous  observance 
I  of  economy,  impartiality  and  every  other  sound 
business  principle. " 

His  appointment  was  fa\orabl}'  commented  up- 
on by  the  Press  of  the  State,  irrespective  of  party, 
and  his  administration  of  the  duties  of  his  ofiice 
has  been  such  as  to  more  than  justify  the  enthusi- 
astic predictions  of  his  friends.  The  sterling  integ- 
rit\',  good  business  sense  and  untiring  energy  which 
gained  him  his  previous  enviable  reputation,  have 
been  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Herculean  task 
which  he  has  undertaken,  and  in  which  his  mind 
and  his  energies  are  almost  wholly  asserted;  for.  as 
it  has  been  remarked  by  the  Albariy  Juiirnal,  "his 
heart  is  wrapped  up  in  the  Capitol.  *  *  j-jg 
appears  not  to  take  much  interest  in  politics,  and 
is  ready  to  spend  his  days  and  evenings  walking 
about  the  Capitol,  superintending  the  work,  look- 
ing over  designs  and  planning  improvements." 

While  the  Capitol  stands  as  a  monument  to  the 
liberality  of  the  people  and  the  enterprise  and  fore- 
thought of  the  public  men  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  the  artistic  and  architectural  skill  of  its 
own  designers  and  builders,  the  memory  of  the 
name  of  Mr.  Perry  can  never  pass  away,  and  he 
will  be  known  as  one  of  America's  greatest  archi- 
tects and  builders. 
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OF  THE 


CITY   OF  ALBANY 


EDITED   BY   PROF.  JONATHAN   TENNEY,  M    A  ,  PH.  D. 


THAT  ihe  boats  of  Henry  Hudson  passed  up 
as  far  as  Albany  in  September,  1609,  is  con- 
ceded; probably  a  few  miles  further;  enough  fur- 
ther, at  least,  to  satisfy  the  bold  navigator  that  this 
was  not  a  feasible  route  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  and 
Eastern  Asia.  To  make  settlements  and  found 
colonies  was  not  the  purpose  of  Hudson.  It  is 
quite  likely  some  of  those  "  very  loving  people  and 
very  old  men  where  we  were  well  used,"  who 
"came  aboard  and  brought  us  ears  of  Indian 
Corne,  and  Pompions  and  Tabacco, "'  and  "  Bevers 
Skinnes  and  Otters  Skinnes,  which  wee  bought  for 
Beades,  Knives  and  Hatchets,"  were  primitive  Al- 
banians of  the  Iroquois  tribes,  who  dwelt  in  castles, 
pursued  their  game,  and  caught  their  fish  along  the 
Hudson. 

Traders  came  later,  and  carried  on,  for  many 
years,  a  lucrative  commerce  with  the  native  Indians. 
Still  later  came  settlers  and  colonists.  Of  these 
we  have  already  spoken  in  the  history  of  Albany 
County. 

We  cannot  admit  the  usual  claim  that  Albany 
was  settled  by  Walloons  and  Dutch  in  1623. 
There  is  no  settlement  without  settlers.  There  are 
no  settlers  unless  they  come  to  stay.  The  early 
traders  who  came  and  went  with  no  other  purpose 
than  as  adventurers  or  speculators,  were  not  set- 
tlers. When  colonists  came  and  occupied  farms, 
settlements  began.  There  were  none  of  these  be- 
fore 1630;  but  very  few  before  about  163S  or  1640. 
Albany  can  make  no  claim  to  settlement  before 
1630. 

Nor  do  we  admit  that  Albany  has  the  oldest  City 
Charter  of  any  State  in  the  Union.  Truth  gives 
history  its  real  value.  Albany  was  first  chartered 
July  22,  1686.    As  a  city  it  is  nearly  two  hundred 

Note. — What  the  writer  said  in  the  early  paees  of  this  work  in  re- 
lation to  the  alleged  discovery  of  the  Hudson  by  Verrazzano  m  1524,15 
in  accord  with  his  firm  con\  iciions.  'nd»;ed,  if  it  had  been  the  pr  per 
place  for  discu-»sing  a  matter  so  iillle  relevant  to  the  History  of  .Albany 
County,  he  would  have  said  more.  He,  as  a  historian,  hjs  ^i\e!i  study 
and  thought  to  the  whole  matter,  and  is  convinced  that  the  Verrazzano 
letter  is  not  genuine,  and  that  tf  e  maps  and  gencraphical  statements 
printed  to  confirm  the  alleged  discoveries  of  ihis  brigand,  are  absurd  m 
detail,  and  absolute  attempts  at  historic  fraud.  'I'o  arv  one  who  wishes 
to  «.alisfy  a  mind  unnrcj'idiced.  the  reading  of  "  The  v'oyage  of  Vcrraz- 
2.-\no,'*  by  ihc  lale  Hon.  H.  C.  Muiphy.  is  cniumended  as  the  work  of  a 
hi}^h-mlnded,  imp.irlial  am.!  Ic.irned  historian ,  \s  ho  studied  the  whole 
matter  with  unusual  opporiunttics  for  gelling  at  the  truth. 

Nor  have  we  any  m<?re  faith  in  the  tradition  of  an  early  rrcnch  fort 
upon  Castle  Island,  which  has  hardly  the  shadow  of  probability  to  sup- 
port it. 


years  old — an  age  very  respectable  for  this  country. 
But  New  York  was  not  only  settled  earlier,  as  it 
naturally  would  be,  lying  nearly  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  nearer  the  ocean;  but  its  city  charter  is 
older.  Under  Stuyvesant,  it  received  a  Dutch 
charter  dated  February  2.  1657;  under  Governor 
Nicolls  it  received  an  hnglish  charter  dated  June 
12,  1665;  and  because  it  had  been  again  a  Dutch 
city  in  1673-74,  it  received  another  English  charter, 
under  Dongan,  April  22,  16S6.  After  this,  (or 
special  reasons,  new  Royal  charters  were  given 
New  York  by  Cornbury  in  1708,  and  by  ]\Iont- 
gomerie  in  1730. 

The  surface  of  the  city  as  seen  by  the  early  set- 
tlers, was  a  narrow  alluvial  tract  along  the  Hudson, 
from  which  the  ascent  was  gradual  for  nearly  a 
mile,  until  a  plateau  about  two  hundred  feet  abo\e 
tide  level  was  reached,  extending  westsvardly  in  a 
sandy  plain.  The  slope  from  the  river  was  divided 
into  four  well  defined  ridges,  separated  by  deep 
and  wide  valleys  or  ravines,  which  have  been  so 
much  improved  by  grading  that  they  add  much  to 
the  varied  beauty  of  the  city,  as  well  as  to  the  facil- 
ities for  drainage.  When  the  plateau  is  reached, 
they  now  nearly  disappear  in  the  densely  settled 
part  of  the  city.  Streams  formerly  coursed  through 
these  valleys. 

Albany  is  underlaid  by  clay,  resting  on  Hudson 
river  shales,  and  covered  by  an  argillaceous  sandy 
loam,  which,  on  the  plains  further  west,  is  covered 
with  deep  sand.  The  clay  is  worked  into  bricks 
and  pottery,  and  the  sand  is  used  in  large  quantities 
for  molding  and  other  purposes. 

The  islands  that  belong  to  Albany  are  two  onlv 
— the  old  Kasteel,  or  Castle  Island,  which  has  been 
called  many  difierent  names,  but  is  now  placed  on 
the  maps  as  Van  Rensselaer  Island.  It  is  believed 
to  be  the  place  where  Corstiaensen  landed  and 
where  Elkins  had  charge  of  a  trader's  post  about 
1 6 14;  which,  on  account  of  freshets,  was  removed 
later  to  a  hill  further  south,  near  where  Kenwood 
now  is. 

Jacob  Elkins  was  an  aggressive  and  energetic 
skipper  and  trade  adventurer.  He  kept  up  an 
active  traffic  with  the  wild  men  of  the  forest  for 
several  years,  umlcr  the  protection  of  the  New 
Netherlands  Company.     His  scouting  parties  were 
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constantly  engaged  in  exploring  all  the  neighbor-  j 
ing  country,  and  in  becoming  better  acquainted  | 
with  the  savage  tribes  around  them,  witii  all  of  i 
whom  it  was  the  constant  policy  of  the  Dutch  to  [ 
cultivate  the  most  (riendly  relations.  His  trouble  j 
with  the  traders  at  Fort  Orange,  in  1623,  put  an  j 
end  to  his  trade  in  New  Neiherlands.  i 

The  other  island,  nearly  opposite  the  Manor 
Mansion,  is  called  Patroon's  Island.  The  island 
now  occupied  by  the  Boston  and  Albany  Raihoad, 
between  this  city  and  Greenbush,  belongs  to  Rens- 
selaer County. 

There  have  been  five  Kills,  or  creeks,  which  have 
a  name  in  history,  whose  waters  are  wholly  or  in  part 
in  the  City  of  Albany.  All  discharge  their  waters  into 
the  Hudson.  Some  are  now  converted  into  sewers 
for  the  city.  They  were  once  spoken  of  numeric- 
ally, commencing  with  the  most  southerly,  and 
called  First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth  and  Fifth  Kill. 
Later  they  were  named  Normanskill,  Beaverkill,  \ 
Rutlenkill,  Foxenkili,  and  Patroon  s  or  Mill  Creek. 

The  first  named  is  one  of  the  largest  creeks 
in  the  county.  It  empties  into  the  Hudson  at 
Kenwood,  just  below  the  city,  and  is  represented 
in  the  city  only  by  the  head  waters  of  the  Krum- 
kill,  one  of  its  branches.  Capital  and  enterprise  | 
would  make  it  much  more  useful  than  it  is. 

Beaverkill,  sometimes  called  Buttermilk  Creek, 
was  once  a  mill-stream,  aftbrding  considerable 
water-power,  which  was  utilized  by  mills  for  saw- 
ing logs  and  grinding  grain.  A  portion  of  it  is 
now  covered  for  sewerage  purposes.  It  rises  in  the 
westerly  part  of  the  city  and  runs  near  Park  Lake, 
across  the  Penitentiary  grounds  and  by  Martinville, 
into  the  Hudson  a  little  below  the  steamboat 
landing. 

Ruttenkill  had  its  source  above  Lark  street,  and 
was  a  large  stream  only  when  it  was  swollen  by 
great  rains  or  the  melting  of  winter's  snows.  It 
had  a  never-failing  supply  of  fish  for  many  years, 
and  was  the  only  creek  flowing  inside  the  old 
city  walls.     Leaving  the  deep  ravine  in  which  now 
lies  Hudson  avenue,  it  crossed  South  Pearl  street  | 
where  Beaver  block  stands,  and  entered  the  Hudson  1 
a  little  below  State  street.     It  was  bridged  in  South  ' 
Pearl  and  Broadway.    Along  the  sloping  banks  of 
the  old  ravine  the  bricks  which  form  the  walls  | 
of  ihe  older  houses  of  the  city  were  made.     Rats  | 
{ralten)  infested  the  banks  of  the  stream,  and,  as  \ 
some  suppose,  gave  name  to  it.    Along  its  whole 
length  it  now  forms  the  bed  of  a  sewer. 

The  Ruttenkill  ravine  extended  from  Lark  street  \ 
to  the  plain  along  the  Hudson  River,  and  was  i 
originally  about  three  hundred  feet  broad  and  fifty 
feet  deep,  throughout  nearly  its  entire  length.  1 

It  was  a  filthy  place,  almost  a  dismal  waste,  from  I 
the  first  settlement  of  the  city.  Boys  who  had  ! 
nothing  else  to  do,  in  summer  bathed  in  its  dirty 
pools  and  caught  small  fish  there.  From  some  of  I 
these  pools  the  Albany  brewers  were  said  to  take  | 
the  water  for  their  ale  and  beer.  Qtit  of  a  public  1 
charge  of  this  kind  came  the  libel  suit  of  John  j 
Taylor  vs.  Edward  C.  Delavan.  mentioned  in  our 
article  on  Temperance.  In  this  ravine  gallows  | 
were  erected  and  malefactors  were  hung.    The  last  ' 


case  of  this  kind  was  the  execution  of  Strang  for 
the  murder  ot  Whipple,  in  1S27,  which  was  wit- 
nessed by  thousands  from  the  lofty  banks  and 
slopes  on  its  borders.  The  ravine  was  filled  and 
hills  lowered  about  1S45  '^^  1S48,  by  turning  the 
latter  into  the  former.  About  6oo,oco  yards  of 
blue  clay  and  an  equal  amount  of  other  filling  was 
excavated  to  accomplish  this  work.  The  contractor 
for  this  great  work  was  Charles  Stanford,  a  native 
of  Watervliet,  and  brother  of  Governor  Leland 
Stanford.  He  pushed  it  forward  with  wonderful 
energy  and  completed  it  to  public  acceptance. 
From  fifty  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  persons  were 
employed.  Hudson  avenue,  with  its  nicely  graded 
street  and  pleasant  buildings,  now  lies  above  the 
ravine. 

Foxenkili,  before  the  city  was  enlarged,  ran 
out-ide  the  stockades,  which,  for  many  years, 
formed  the  northern  limits  of  the  city  proper.  It 
furnished  an  abundance  of  excellent  fish  at  that 
time.  Sixty  years  ago  it  was  crossed  by  a  bridge  in 
North  Pearl  street,  near  Canal.  This  last  named 
street  lies  above  the  bed  of  the  old  creek. 

Patroon's  Creek  once  furnished  the  power  for  the 
Patroons'  mills,  and  discharges  into  the  Hudson 
near  the  Old  Manor  House.  It  now  contributes 
to  the  water  supply  and  sewerage  of  the  citv. 

We  speak  of  the  Hudson  elsewhere. 

The  only  lakes  of  the  city  are  Tivoli,  which 
really  forms  a  part  of  Patroon's  Creek  and  thus 
makes  a  reservoir,  and  Park  Lake,  an  artificial 
body  of  water  which  adds  much  to  the  beauty  and 
pleasure  of  Washington  Park. 

The  history  of  Albany  County  involves,  to  a  very 
large  extent,  the  history  of  the  City  of  Albany  until 
after  the  revolution.  Indeed  there  was  little  done 
outside  of  the  limits  of  the  present  city,  in  the 
territory  of  Albany  Countv.  There  were  no 
other  touns  incorporated  until  Watervliet  was  made 
into  a  township  March  7,  178S,  including  the  whole 
of  the  West  District  of  Rensselaerwyck,  as  made  by 
the  division  of  ^March  5,  1779.  'his  territory 

was  sparsely  settled  at  that  time  by  fiirmers  work- 
ing leiveholds  under  the  Patroons.  We  may  ex- 
cept a  few  millers  and  other  mechanics  scattered 
among  the  tillers  of  the  soil.  Some  settlers  en- 
gaged in  small  trade,  some  were  artisans  in  a  sm.all 
way,  and  some  were  laborers  in  the  service  of  the 
Patroon,  near  his  manorial  residence,  just  north  of 
the  city.  This  latter  territory  made  a  little  village, 
and  held  a  separate  corporate  existence  for  several 
years,  under  the  name  of  Colonie. 

Whatever  we  have  given  in  regard  to  the  earlv 
history  of  Albany  County  need  not  be  repeated 
here,  as  it  belongs  as  well  to  the  city,  which,  for 
many  years,  contained  nearly  all  the  population 
and  did  nearly  all  the  business  of  what  is  now  Al- 
bany County;  and,  indeed,  was  the  center  of  nearly 
all  the  important  events  that  transpired  on  the  up- 
per Hudson  for  all  the  years  up  to  the  close  of  the 
revolutionary  period.  To  the  pages  then,  that 
record  this  early  history  under  each  topic,  we  refer 
for  everything  except  what  is  almost  exclusively 
local  in  occurrence  and  intluence. 
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Our  plan  of  arrangement  considers  oui  wider 
field,  the  County,  made  up,  only  when  it  came  to  be 
fully  settled,  of  separate  townships  of  special  in- 
terests and  events.  Whatever  fiicts  existed  in 
topography,  geography,  natural  history,  aboriginal 
occupation,  early  settlements,  industries,  warlike 
contests,  government,  religion,  education,  and  such 
like,  we  have  arranged  under  tiiesc  topics.  When 
the  events  took  root  before  the  present  century  be- 
gan, and  grew  out  so  as  to  have  branches  all  over 
the  county,  we  have  placed  them  under  county 
history.  When  the  foundations  were  laid  by  the 
fathers  of  the  county  in  the  early  days,  and  the 
work  of  building  has  been  going  on  ever  since,  so  as 
to  interest  all  the  people  who  dwell  in  our  present 
territory  of  two  cities,  two  incorporated  villages, 
and  nine  towns — we  have  placed  the  topic  under 
county  history. 

The  City  of  Albany  is  situated  in  latitude  42° 
39'  11"  north,  and  longitude  3°  18'  east  from 
Washington;  73°  45'  west  from  London:  and  15" 
west  from  New  York  City. 

The  site  was  probably  selected  because  of  its  situa- 
tion on  the  Hudson  near  the  head  of  tide-water,  with 
a  convenient  place  for  building  a  fort  and  for  trade; 
it  was  well  watered  by  small  creeks  and  well  shel- 
tered from  the  winds.  The  Mohawk  Indians  whom 
the  early  traders  met,  seemed  very  friendly  and 
ready  for  business.  Their  castles  were  along  the 
Mohawk;  and,  at  a  very  early  date,  along  the 
Hudson  also. 

The  names  given  to  this  city  have  been:  Pem- 
po-tu-wuth-ut  (place  of  the  council-fire),  by  the 
Mohegans;  Sche-negh-ta-da  (through  the  pine 
woods),  by  the  Iroquois;  Ga-ish-tin-ic,  by  the 
Minci;  Fuyck  (fouk),  a  hoop-net,  otherwise  Be- 
versfuyck,  supposed  to  refer  to  a  bend  in  the  river 
where  fish  were  caught,  probably  first  lJutch  name; 
Beverwyck,  a  place  for  beavers,  retained  from  about 
1634  to  1664  (sometimes  written  Beverswyck); 
Fort  Orange,  in  honor  of  William,  Prince  of  Orange 
and  Nassau;  Rensselaerwyck,  in  honor  of  the 
Patroons,  the  Van  Rensselaers;  Aurania,  another 
name  for  Orange;  Williamstadt,  in  honor  of  Will- 
iam, the  Stadtholder;  New  Orange,  in  honor  of 
the  Duke  of  Orange  probably  (a  designation  seldom 
used);  Oranjeburgh,  city  or  fortress  of  Orange  (a 
name  spoken  of  by  Mrs.  Grant);  Albany,  in  honor 
of  James,  Duke  of  York,  Albany  and  Ulster,  brother 
of  King  Charles  H,  who  made  him  proprietor  of 
the  New  Netherlands.  He  afterward  ascended  the 
English  throne,  which  he  soon  after  descended,  or 
abdicated,  because  of  his  odious  character. 

The  Dongan  Charter  boundaries  in  16S6  were — 
east,  by  the  Hudson  at  low-water  mark;  south,  by 
aline  drawn  from  the  southernmost  end  of  the 
pasture  at  the  north  end  of  Martin  Gerritsen's 
Island,  and  running  back  due  northwest  si.xteen 
miles  into  the  woods,  to  a  certain  creek  called 
Sandkill;  north,  by  a  line  parallel  to  the  former, 
about  a  mile  distant;  and  west,  by  a  straight  line 
drawn  from  the  western  extremities  of  the  north 
and  south  line.  This  Charier  embraced  rights  to 
certain  fields  and  public  buildings,  the  ferrv.  all 
waste  land,  the  right  of  fishing  in  the  vicinity 


of  the  Hudson  within  the  limits  of  the  county, 
and  of  purchasing  from  the  Indians  500  acres  of 
meadow  land  at  Schaahtecogue  on  the  north,  and 
1,000  acres  at  Tiononderoga  (Fort  Hunter)  on 
the  west,  in  the  Mohawk  country,  on  which  to  plant 
colonies  as  barriers  against  hostile  incursions. 

After  the  counties  were  organized  and  towns 
formed  from  old  Watervliet,  or  west  division  of 
Rensselaerwyck,  its  boundaries  may  be  described 
as — westerly  by  Rotterdam  and  Niskayuna  in  .Sche- 
nectady County;  easterly  by  a  line  running  through 
the  center  of  the  Hudson  River  channel;  south- 

I  erly  by  Bethlehem  and  Guilderland;  northerly  by 

i  Colonie  and  Watervliet. 

The  first  territorial  change  was  made  February 
25,  1 81  5,  by  annexing  a  part  of  old  Colonie,  whose 
line,  adjoining  Albany,  extended  from  the  river 
westerly  along  where  now  are  Quackenbush  street 
and  Clinton  avenue,  formerly  Patroon  street. 
This  formed  for  many  years  the  old  Fifth  Ward. 
The  other  part  of  Colonie,  embracing  the  residence 
of  the  Patroon,  was  set  off  to  Watervliet  at  the 
same  time. 

i      The  next  and  last  territorial  changes  in  the  City 
j  of  Albany  were  made  by  Stue  laws,  passed  .\pril  6, 
j   1870,  Chapter  139,  and  April  26,  1871,  Chapter 
i  727,  and  are  described  as  follows: 
j       "All  that  part  of  the  town  of  B;-thlehem,  in  the 
!  County  of  Albany,  embraced  within  the  following 
j  limits,  is  hereby  annexed  to  and  made  part  of  the 
I  City  of  Albany,  to  wit:  Beginning  at  the  northwest- 
erly corner  of  the  east  abutment  of  the  Albany  and 
Susquehanna  Railroad  Bridge, over  the  Albany  and 
Bethlehem  Turnpike,  and  running  thence  north- 
westerly parallel  with  the  present  south  bounds  of 
the  City  of  Albany  to  a  point  ten  chains  west  of 
the  west  line  of  the  Delaware  Turnpike;  thence 
I  northeasterly  at  right  angles  with  the  last  named 
I  line  to  a  point  three-fourths  of  one  mile  from  die 
I  present  south  bounds  of  the  City  of  Albany,  meas- 
]  ured  at  right  angles  with  the  city  line;  thence 
I  northwesterly  and  parallel  with  the  present  south 
I  bounds  of  the  city  to  a  point  two  chains  west  of  the 
I  west  range  of  Allen  street  produced;  thence  north- 
easterly 'hree-fourths  of  one  mile  to  a  point  in  the 
south  bounds  in  the  City  of  Albany  two  chains 
west  of  the  west  line  of  Allen  street:  thence  south- 
easterly along  the  present  south  bounds  of  the  City 
of  Albany  to  the  Rensselaer  County  line;  thence 
southerly  along  said  line  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  feet:  thence  northwesterly  to  the  face  of  the 
dock  on  the  south  side  of  the  island  creek;  thence 
northwesterly  along  the  face  of  said  dock  to  a  point 
opposite  the  west  range  of  Green  street;  thence 
westerly  and  southerly  along  the  east  low-water 
line  of  the  island  creek  to  a  point  in  range  of  the 
first  boundary  line  produced;  southeasterly  to  the 
island  creek:  thence  northwesterly  along  said  line 
to  the  northwesterly  corner  of  the  east  abutment  of 
I  the  Albany  and  Susquehanna  Railroad  Bridge,  the 
I  p  I  ace  of  begi  n  n  i  n  g. 

i  "Also  all  that  part  of  the  town  of  Watervliet,  in  ilie 
j  County  of  .\ll)any,  embraced  within  the  fallowing 
I  described  limits,  is  hereby  annexed  to  the  city  of 
t  Albany^  to  wit;  Beginning  at  a  point  in  the  present 
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north  boundary  line  of  the  Citv  of  Albany,  three- 
fourths  of  one  mile  west  of  the  west  range  of  Allen 
street,  as  laid  down  in  the  city  map;  runnin',;  thence 
northeasterly  on  a  line  at  ri.Ljht  ant^les  with  the 
present  north  line  of  the  City  of  Albany  one  chain 
north  of  low-water  line  of  the  main  channel  of 
Patroon's  Creek;  thence  running  easterly  and  par- 
allel with  the  general  course  of  said  creek,  and  one 
chain  northerly  therefrom  to  a  point  six  thous.md 
seven  hundred  and  twenty  feet  from  the  center  of 
the  "Russell  Road"  measured  along  the  center 
line  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad;  thence 
northeasterly  on  a  line  drawn  at  right  angles  with 
the  present  north  bounds  of  the  city  to  a  point  one 
and  one-fourth  miles  from  the  said  city  line;  thence 
southeasterly  and  on  a  line  parallel  with  the  present 
north  bounds  of  the  city,  and  at  the  dist  ince  of  one 
and  one-fourth  miles  therefrom,  to  a  point  three 
thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty  feet  westerly  of 
the  west  line  of  the  VVatervliet  Turnpike  and  Rail- 
road; thence  northeasterly  on  a  line  parallel  with 
said  Watervliet  Turnpike  and  Railroad  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  feet:  thence  southeasterly  on  a  line 
drawn  at  right  angles  with  the  said  Watervliet 
Turnpike  and  Railroad  to  the  Rensselaer  County 
line;  thence  southerly  along  the  Rensselaer  County 
line  to  the  northerly  line  of  the  present  bounds  of 
the  City  of  Albany,  and  thence  along  the  same 
westerly  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

"  All  that  part  of  the  City  of  Albany  lying  north- 
west of  a  line  drawn  from  a  point  in  the  south  line 
of  the  City  of  Albany,  where  the  northerly  line  of 
the  Great  Western  Turnpike  crosses  the  said  city 
line,  and  running  northeasterly  at  right  angles  with 
the  said  city  line,  to  the  north  bounds  of  said  city  ^ 
shall  be  and  the  same  is  set  off  from  the  Citv  of  i 


Albany  and  annexed  to  and  made  part  of  the  town 
of  \\'atervliet.  in  Albany  County;  and  all  laws  now 
in  force  applicable  to  the  said  town  of  Watervliet, 
are  hereby  made  applicable  to  that  portion  of  said 
city  hereby  annexed  to  said  town." 

The  town  of  Watervliet  being  unwilling  to  ac- 
cept this  addition  to  its  territory,  Chapter  727,  Laws 
of  1871,  passed  April  26th,  provided  that  the  said 
territory  described  in  the  preceding  section  should 
be  set  off  from  Watervliet  and  annexed  to  the  town 
of  Guilderland,  in  Albany  County. 

To  R.  H.  Bingham,  Esq,,  for  many  years  the 
City  Engineer  and  Surveyor  of  Albany,  our  ac- 
knowledgments are  due  for  the  statements  con- 
tained in  the  paragraphs  following: 

The  exterior  lines  of  our  city  are  somewliat  ir- 
regular. It  is  bounded  N.  by  Watervliet;  W.  bv 
Watervliet  and  Guilderland;  S.  by  ]5ethlehem:  and 
E.  by  the  center  of  Hudson  Hiver.  Its  river  front 
extends  4  miles;  and  measured  through  the  State 
Capitol,  its  extent  N.  and  S.  and  E.  and  W.  is  4 
miles,  containing  an  area  of  1 1 1  square  miles,  or 
7, 360  acres. 

The  elevation  uf  the  base  floor  line  of  the  Xew 
Capitol  is  161.09  ^s^t  above  the  sea,  estimated 
from  mean  low  water  at  Governor's  Island,  in  Xew 
York  Harbor,  and  158.4S  feet  above  mean  low 
water  in  the  Hudson  at  Albany.  The  slope  of  the 
Hudson  from  Albany  to  New  \'ork  is  2.61  feet, 
which  makes  the  mean  tide  at  Albany  2.61  feet 
above  that  at  Governor's  Island.  The  highest  tide 
at  Albany  is  3.60  feet,  and  the  mean  rise  and  fall, 
2.32  feet.  The  mid-stream  ebb  current  flows  about 
2  feet  per  second,  or. 75  feet  on  the  whole  river. 
Boats  carry  9  feet  at  mean  low  water. 
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ALBANY  received  its  charier  as  a  city  on  the 
22d  day  of  July,  1686,  from  Thomas  Don- 
gan,  Governor  of  the  Province  of  New  York.  The 
original  document  is  on  file  in  the  City  Chamber- 
lain's office,  as  is  also  a  copy  of  it,  printed  by 
Hugh  Gaines  in  1771.  It  is  introduced  as  follows: 
"Thomas  Dongan,  Lieutenant  and  Governor 
of  the  Province  of  New  York  and  dependencies  in 
America,  under  his  most  sacred  Majesty,  James 
the  Second,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  England, 
Scotland,  France  and  Ireland,  King,  defender  of 
the  faith,  etc.,  and  Supreme  Lord  and  proprietor 
of  the  said  province  of  New  York  and  its  depend- 
encies, to  all  persons  to  whom  these  presents  shall 
or  may  come,  or  in  any  wise  concerned,  sendeth 
greeting:'' 

Then  follows  the  charter,  a  -'oluminous  docu- 
ment, drawn  with  all  the  care  and  nice  legal  tlic- 
tion  of  the  age,  with  numerous  repctitiuns.  protect- 
ing the  interests  not  only  of  the  Crown,  but  of  the 
citizens  of  Albany  with  the  most  scrupulous  care. 


It  begins  by  saying  that  "  the  town  of  Albanv  is 
an  ancient  town  within  the  said  Province,  and  the 
inhabitmts  of  the  said  town  have  held,  used  and 
enjoyed,  as  well  within  the  same  as  elsewhere 
within  the  said  province,  divers  and  sundry  rights, 
liberties,  pr.vilcges,  franchises,  free  custom-:,  pre- 
eminences, advantages,  jurisdictions,  emoluments 
and  immunities,  as  well  by  prescription  as  by 
grants,  confirmations  and  proclamations,  not  only 

'  by  divers  governors  and  commanders  in-chief  in 
the  said  province  under  his  said  Majesty,  but  also 
of  several  Governois,  generals  and  commanders- 
in-chief  of  the  Nether-Dutch-Nation,  whilst  the 
same  was  or  has  been  under  their  power  and  sub- 
jection.     And  whereas  divers  lands,  tenements 

i  and  hereditaments,  jurisdictions,  lil)erties,  immuni- 
ties and  privileges  have  heretofore  been  given  ami 
grantQil  to  the  inhaljitants  of  the  said  town,  sv)me- 
times  by  the  name  of  commissaries  of  the  town  of 
Beverwyck;  sometimes  by  the  name  of  commissiries 

I  ol  the  town  of  Albany;  someliin<.'S  by  the  name  of 


J  ■         ,  ?.•  L-j  .j:  lo  vqoo  i-.  C'*.'s  li.sa  i;f;i 

•■  :.:;r  ■  ;;i:.t;  :.•  -au/  ^i.-vY  v^'c/l  'so  OonivonH  'i'!;  1-o 


462 


HISTORF  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


schepenen  of  Williamstadt;  and  sometimes  by  the 
name  of  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  town  of 
Albany;  and  by  divers  other  names  as  by  their  sev- 
eral grants,  writings,  records  and  minutes  amongst 
other  things  rnay  more  fully  appear.  And  whereas 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  have  erected, 
built  and  appropriated  at  their  own  proper  cost 
and  charges,  several  public  buildings,  accommoda- 
tions, and  conveniencies  for  the  said  town,  as  also 
certain  pieces  or  parcels  of  ground  for  the  use  of 
the  same — that  is  to  say,  the  town-hall  or  stadt- 
house,  with  the  ground  thereunto  belonging;  the 
church  or  meeting  place,  with  the  ground  about 
the  same;  the  burial  place  adjoining  to  the  pali- 
sades at  the  southeast  end  of  the  town;  the  watch- 
house  and  ground  thereunto  belonging. 

' '  Also  a  certain  piece  or  parcel  of  land  commonly 
called  'the  Pasture,'  situate,  lying  and  being  to 
the  southward  of  the  said  town,  near  the  place 
where  the  old  Fort  stood,  and  extending  along 
Hudson's  River  till  it  comes  over  against  the  most 
northerly  point  of  the  Island  commonly  called 
Martin  Gerritsen's  Island,  having  to  the  East  the 
Hudson  river;  to  the  South  the  J^Ianor  of  Rens- 
selaerwyck;  to  the  West  the  highway  leading  to  the 
town;  the  pasture  late  in  the  tenure  and  occupa- 
tion of  Martin  Gerritsen,  and  the  pasture  late  in 
the  tenure  and  occupation  of  Caspar  Jacobse;  to  the 
North  the  several  pastures  late  in  the  tenure  of  and 
occupation  of  Rob'  Sanders,  Myndert  Harmense 
and  Evert  Wendell,  and  the  several  gardens  late  in 
the  tenures  of  Dirck  Wessels,  Killian  Van  Rens- 
selaer and  Abraham.  Staat,  with  their  and  every  of 
their  appurtenances." 

This  charter  in  no  way  interfered  with  or  abridg- 
ed the  citizens  of  any  of  their  liberties,  privileges, 
franchises,  rights,  royalties,  free  customs,  jurisdic- 
tion and  immunities;  nor  with  the  rights  of  their 
respective  messuages,  lands,  hereditaments  and 
leaseholds,  etc.  The  charter  provided  that,  "the 
said  town  should  forever  thereafter  be  called  by 
the  name  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common- 
alty of  the  City  of  Albany."  The  charter  also 
"grants  to  the  City  of  Albany,  all  the  waste, 
vacant,  unappropriated  land  lying  and  being  in  the 
City  and  the  precincts  and  liberties  thereof,  extend- 
ing and  reaching  to  the  low-water  mark  in,  by  and 
through  all  parts  of  the  said  City,  together  with  all 
rivers,  rivulets,  coves,  creeks,  ponds,  water  courses 
in  the  said  City  not  heretofore  granted." 

One  of  the  most  important  parts  of  the  Charter 
is  that  which  gives  the  Corporation  of  the  City 
power  to  purchase  and  hold  land  in  their  cor- 
porate name;  it  is  given  as  follows: 

"I  do,  by  these  presents,  give  and  grant  unto 
the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  full 
power  and  license  at  their  pleasure,  likewise  to 
purchase  from  the  Indians  the  quantity  of  one  j 
thousand  acres  of  low  or  meadow  land  lying  at  a 
certain  place  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  | 
Tionnondoroge,  which  quantity  of  i,ooo  acres  of  i 
low  or  meadow  land  sliall  and  may  be  in  what 
part  of  Tionondoroge,  or  the  land  adjacent  on  both  | 
sides  of  the  river,  as  they,  the  said  Mayor,  Alder-  i 
men  and  Commonalty  of  the  said  City  of  Albany  i 


shall  think  most  convenient;  which  said  several 
parcels  of  low  or  meadow  land  I  do  hereby,  in  be- 
half of  his  said  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors, 
give,  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  said  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  Albany 
aforesaid,  to  be  and  remain  to  the  use  and  behoof 
of  them  and  their  successors  forever.  To  have 
and  to  hold  all  and  singular,  the  premises  to  the 
said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the 
said  City  of  Albany  and  their  successors  forever, 
rendering  and  paying  therefor  unto  his  most  sacred 
Majesty,  his  heirs,  successors  and  assigns,  or  to 
such  officer  or  receiver  as  shall  be  appointed  to 
receive  the  same,  yearly,  forever  hereafter,  the  an- 
nual quit  rent  or  acknowledgement  of  one  beaver 
skin,  in  Albany,  on  the  five  and  twentieth  day  of 
March,  }-early  forever. " 

The  Charter  provides  that  the  limits  of  the  city 
shall  be  as  follows: 

"The  City  of  Albany  shall  henceforth  extend 
and  reach  as  well  in  length  and  in  breadth,  as  in 
circuit,  on  the  East  by  Hudson's  river,  so  far  as 
low  water  mark;  to  the  South  by  a  line  to  be 
drawn  from  the  southernmost  end  of  the  pasture, 
at  the  North  end  of  the  island  called  Gerritsen's 
Island,  running  back  into  the  woods  i6  English 
miles  due  northwest,  to  a  certain  Kill  or  Creek, 
called  the  Sand  Kill  on  the  North,  to  a  line  to  be 
drawn  from  the  Post  that  was  set  by  Governor 
Stuyvesant  near  Hudson's  river,  running  likewise 
northwest  i6  English  miles,  and  on  the  west  by  a 
straight  line,  to  be  drawn  from  the  points  of  the 
said  South  and  North  lines." 

It  also  provides  that 

"The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Recorder  shall  be 
Justices  and  Keepers  of  the  Peace,  and  Justices  to 
hear  and  determine  matters  and  causes  within  the 
said  City  and  precincts  thereof  to  hear,  determine 
and  punish  all  petty  larcenies  and  all  other  petty 
offences." 

It  gives  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonaltv, 
and  their  successors  forever,  lands,  tenements,  rents 
and  other  possession,  within  or  without  the  City, 
so  as  the  same  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  £\,oco 
per  annum;  and  also  gives  them  power  to  grant 
and  sell  the  same. 

The  Mayor  was.  ex  officio,  Coroner  and  Clerk  of 
the  Market,  and  he  with  the  Aldermen  and  Re- 
corder of  the  City  were  to  be  Justices  of  the  Peace 
of  the  County,  and  as  such  "shall  and  mav  sit  in 
the  Court  of  Sessions  or  County  Courts  and  Courts 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  that  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  held  in  said  County:  and  that  the  Mavor, 
Recorder  and  some  one  of  the  Aldermen  shall 
preside  at  such  County  Courts  and  Courts  of  Ses- 
sions. The  Town  Clerk  of  the  said  city  shall  al- 
ways be  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  and  Clerk  of 
the  Sessions  or  Court  of  the  County." 

Governor  Dongan  in  this  Charter  designates 
the  officers  of  tlic  said  city  as  follows; 

"There  shall  be  forever  hereafter,  within  the 
said  City,  a  Mayor,  Recorder,  Town  Clerk,  and  six 
Aldermen  and  six  Assistants,  to  be  appointed, 
nominated,  elected,  chosen  and  sworn,  as  herein- 
after is  particularly  and  respectively  mentioned^ 
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who  shall  be  forever  hereafter  called  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  Albany, 
and  that  there  >hall  be,  forever,  one  Chamberlain 
or  Treasurer,  one  Sheriff,  one  Coroner,  one  Clerk 
of  the  Market,  one  Hicrh  Constable,  three  Sub- 
Constables,  one  Marshal  or  Sergeant-at-Mace,  to 
be  appointed,  chosen  and  sworn  in  manner  here- 
after mentioned.  That  the  ^fayor.  Aldermen  and 
Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Albany  shall  be 
one  l>ody  corporate  and  politic,  in  deed,  fact  and 
name;  and  that  bv  the  name  of  the  Mayor,  Alder- 
men and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  Albany,  they 
mav  have  perpetual  succession." 

The  Charter  then  proceeds  to  appoint  the  ]\Iayor, 
Ci'inmon  Council  and  other  officers  of  the  city 
under  the  Charter,  which  were  as  follows: 

I'eter  Schuyler,  Mayor;  Jan  Bleecker,  Cham- 
Iierlain;  Isaac  Swinton,  Recorder;  Richard  Pretty, 
.''^heritT;  Robert  Livingston,  Clerk;  James  Parker, 
^farshal. 

Ahicrmen. — Dirk  Wessels,  Jan  Jans  Bleecker, 
David  Schuyler,  Johannis  Wendell,  Lavinus  Van 
Schaack,  Adrian  Gerritse. 

Assislant  Aldcnncn. — Joachim  Staats,  John  Lan- 
sing, Isaac  Verplanck,  Lawrence  Van  Ale,  Albert 
Riiyckman,  ^Melgert  Winantse. 

Early  in  July,  previous  to  the  granting  of  this 
Charter,  Peter  Schuyler  and  Robert  Livingston 
were  appointed  Commissioners  by  the  town  of 
Albany,  which  appointment  was  ratified  by  the 
Magistrates  of  the  city,  to  go  to  New  York,  and 
procure  the  Charter  we  have  described,  which  they 
did,  and  the  same  was  agreed  to  between  the 
Magistrate,  and  Colonel  Dongan,  Governor-Gen- 
neral  of  the  Province  of  New  York. 

On  the  22d  of  Julv,  i6S6,  the  Commissioners 
returned  with  the  same,  and  were  publicly  re- 
ceived "with  all  the  joy  and  acclamations  imagin- 
able, and  received  the  thanks  of  the  magistrates, 
burgesses  and  other  dignitaries  of  the  city,  for 
their  diligence  and  care,"  Peter  Schuyler  took  the 
oath  of  Mayor,  to  act  until  a  further  ratification  of 
his  appointment  by  the  citizens.  In  the  same 
manner  the  Aldermen  and  Assislant  Aldermen  sve 
have  named,  took  the  oath  of  office  and  entered 
upon  their  duties. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  fi/st 
meeting  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  at\er  the  re- 
turn of  Pieter  Schuyler  and  Robert  Livingston  with 
the  charter,  and  a  copy  of  the  oath  administered  to 
the  Mayor: 

"Att  a  meeling  of  y°  Justices  of  y'  peace  for  y' 
County  of  Albany,      26th  day  of  July,  a.d.  16S6. 

"  Pieter  Schuyler,  gent.,  and  Rob'  Livingston, 
gent.,  who  were  commissionated  by  y"  towne  of 
Albanie  to  goe  to  New  Yorke  and  procure  y" 
Charter  for  this  citty  w''  was  agreed  upon  between 
)'  magistrates  and  y"  right  hon'.  Co'.  Tho.  Dongan, 
Gov.  Gen",  who  accordingly  have  brought  the 
same  along  with  them,  and  ^vas  published  with  all 

joy  and  acclamations  imaginalle.  and  y"  said 
two  gent"  received  y'  thanks  of  y'  magistrates  and 
burgesses  for  their  diligence  and  care  in  obtaining 
y'  same;  and  whereas  Pieter  Schuyler  is  nominated 
and  appointed  to  be  Mayor  of  y"  citty  of  Albany  by 


v°  said  charter,  till  such  time  that  anoy'  fitt  person 
be  chosen  in  his  room.     Was  sworn  as  follows: 
I       '^Whereas,  you  Pieter  Schuyler  are  appointed 
j  and  commissionated  to  be  mayor  and  clerk  of  y' 
1  market  and  coroner  of  y' citty  of  Albany,  as  also 
j  coroner  for  y"  s'^  county,  by  y°  charter  granted  to 
I  y'  said  citty  by  y*  Right  Hon'*  Coll.  Tho.  Dongan, 
Gov.  Gen"  of  this  province,  you  doe  swear  by  y' 
ever  living  God  y'  y"  will  truly  endevor,  to  y"  best 
of  y' skill,  with  a  good  conshience  and  according 
to  y'  laws  of  this  Government  dispence  justice 
I  equally  in  all  cases  and  to  all  p'sons  whereunto  by 
j  vertue  of  y' office  you  are  impowered,  and  further 
ofTiciat  and  perform  y°  duty  and  office  of  ]\Iayor, 
clerk  of  y'  market  and  coroner,  in  every  respect 
to  y*  best  of  y'  knowledge  and  capacity,  so  help  v' 
I  God." 

I  Previous  to  this  City  Charter,  the  laws  of  Albany 
were  administered  by  the  lustices  of  the  Peace,  who 
were  invested  with  certain  judicial  and  municipal 
powers  by  the  Governor-General  of  the  Province  of 
New  York.  With  the  municipal  jurisdiction  given 
the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  by  the  Charter,  were  large 
judicial  powers. 

The  Mayor  and  the  Aldermen,  with  certain  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace,  were  authorized  to  hold  courts 
of  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction.  This  Court  be- 
\  came  one  of  great  importance,  and  continued  down 
to  the  Revolution,  and  with  some  changes,  applic- 
able to  the  new  form  of  government,  after  the 
adoption  of  the  first  State  Constitution. 

The  Mayor's  Court,  as  it  was  called,  possessed 
the  powers  and  duties  of  a  Court  of  Probate  of 
Wills,  and  these  now  held  by  Surrogates.  They 
also  decided  the  time  and  place  of  holding  elec- 
tions. The  first  meeting,  or  Court,  of  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen,  was  held  at  the  City  Hall  in  Albany, 
August  31,  16S6.  It  was  both  a  Court  of  Justice 
and  a  meeting  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  for  the 
transaction  of  municipal  business. 

Among  the  legal  cases  was  one  of  a  negro,  Her- 
cules, charged  by  M}ndert  Frederickse  with  steal- 
ing wampum  out  of  his  house,  belonging  to  the 
churchwardens  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

The  negro,  having  confessed  the  theft,  was  sen- 
tenced "to  be  whipped  through  towne  at  v" 
carte  tale  by  y' hangman,  for  an  example  to  others." 
His  master  was  ordered  to  pay  the  costs. 

Regulations  were  also  passed  for  the  observance 
I  of  the  Sabbath. 

The  following  order  in  regard  to  non-attend- 
ance at  the  meetings  of  the  Common  Council  was 
made: 

"  Whoever  of  the  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil shall  be  absent  att  y'  second  ringing  of  y'  bell, 
being  in  towne,  at  any  common  council  day,  shall 
forfeit  six  shillings,  tolics  quoties." 

Extended  regulations  were  adopted  in  regard  to 
the  Indian  trade. 

The  salary  of  Robert  Livingston,  Clerk  of  the 
I  Board,  in  consideration  of  his  diverse  services,  was 
\  advanced  so  that  he  was  to  have  twenty  pounds  per 
j  annum. 

!  Early  in  1^89,  King  James  was  compelled  to 
;  abdicate  the  throne,  and  was  succeeded  by  Will- 
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iam  and  Mary.  On  July  i,  16S9,  the  news  of  their 
accession  to  the  throne  was  received  in  Albany. 
A  meeting  of  the  I\Iayor  and  Common  Council 
was  immediately  convened,  which,  by  an  ordinance 
or  proclamation,  announced  a  meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens, to  take  place  the  next  day  in  front  of  the  City 
Hall.  This  meeting  took  place.  A  procession 
was  formed,  consisting  of  the  .Mayor  and  Aldermen, 
with  other  city  olhcials  and  citizen*,  who  marched 
up  to  the  fort,  where  the  Mayor,  in  a  solemn  man- 
ner, proclaimed  in  English  and  in  Dutch,  William 
and  IMary  their  lawful  sovereigns.  At  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  ceremony  the  guns  at  the  fort  were 
fired  and  the  bells  rang  out  joyful  peals. 

It  is  our  purpose  to  give  only  such  doings  of  the 
Common  Council  of  the  city  as  we  consider  most 
interesting  and  instructive,  as  illustrative  of  the 
spirit  of  the  age,  as  well  as  its  material  condition. 

At  a  meeiing  of  the  Council  held  at  the  City 
Hall,  October  14,  1695  (Evart  Banckcr,  Mayor), 
the  city  being  £2,000  in  arrears  of  ta.xes,  the  follow- 
ing order  was  made  : 

"Whereas  the  arriears  of  y*  £2,000  and 
^"1,500  tax  having  been  directed  to  y°  constables 
of  each  warde  by  an  warrant  from  Dirk  W^essells, 
Justice,  which  constables  give  in  their  report,  that 
all  who  are  indebted  to  y'  said  arriears  gives  them 
an  answer  that  they  have  paid  it,  and  setts  them  aft 
from  time  to  time. " 

At  the  same  meeting  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  examine  the  Treasurer's  account,  and  a  warrant 
was  directed  to  be  issued  to  "fetch  up  all  the 
lycenses. "  These  "lycenses"  were  granted  to 
persons  for  the  right  to  sell  various  kinds  of  mer- 
chandise The  Justices  of  the  County  were  also 
directed  to  appear  before  the  Board  on  December 
9th  following,  "to  correct  all  affairs  between  the 
Cilty  and  County." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  INIayor  and  Common  Coun- 
cil held  December  3,  1695,  a  case  came  before  the 
Board,  the  disposal  of  which  seems  to  have  greatly 
puzzled  the  city  dignitaries,  as  appears  in  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"Cornelia  Vanderheyden  appears  here  at  y°  barr, 
and  gives  in  y°  oath  of  her  suster  Ariaantje, 
who  is  brought  to  child-bed,  that  Leift.  Symor. 
Young  is  y'  father  thereof,  y'  only  father,  and 
none  but  he;  and  deseres  that  y"  mayor  and  al- 
dermen would  use  some  methodd  or  anoyr  with 
y' s*  Young  for  the  maintenance  of  the  child.  ' 

What  method  their  Honors  took  to  compel 
Lieutenant  ."^ymon  Young  to  support  his  child,  does 
not  appear. 

5ome  time  after  this  action  of  the  Common 
Council,  Lieutenant  Young  was  appointed  Sheriff 
of  Albany,  and  proposed  to  take  and  support  the 
child;  but  the  mother  refused,  and  there  the  mat- 
ter ended. 

On  December  17th  there  was  an  order  made  fcr 
"repairing  the  City  Stockadoes.  which  were  out  of 
repair  toward  the  river  side;  and  that  four  hundred 
and  fifty  new  btockadoes  should  be  provided,  to  be 
13  feet  long  and  a  foot  over,  and  that  a  war- 
rant may  be  directed  to  the  assessors,  to  make  an 


equal  assessment  thereof  upon  the  inhabitant.?,  and 
then  deliver  the  same  to  the  Mayor.  ' 

At  this  time  the  city  was  surrounded,  for  its  pro- 
I  tection,  by  a  stockade,  thiiteen  feet  in  height.  The 
lines  of  this  stockade  were  Steuben  street  on  the 
north,  Hudson  street  on  the  south,  the  river  on  the 
i  east,  and  Lodge  street  on  the  west.    Afterward  the 

stockade  was  extended, 
j      In  the  winter  of  1696  there  was  a  great  scarcity 
j  of  grain,   especially  wheat.    The  merchants  and 
j  grain  dealers  having  purchased  large  quantities  of 
I  wheat  for  the  purpose  of  shipping  it  to  New  York, 
I  where  it  was  nearly  double  the  price  paid  in  Al- 
bany— although  commanding  a  high  price  in  that 
j  city — caused  great  suffering,  inasmuch  as  they  re- 
j  fused  to  sell  wheat  in  any  quantities, 
j      At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  IMarch 
\   10,  1696,  the  matter  was  presented  to  the  Board, 
'  and  the  merchants  were  summarily  dealt  with  for 
i  their  exorbitance,  as  appears  from  the  following 
order  : 

"  Whereas,  Several  p:  rsons  of  y' citty  and  county 
has  given  in  a  comf)laint  to  y"  Alayor  and  justices 
'  of  y°  citty  and  County,  y'  there  is  severall  persons 
j  doe  goe  with  money  in  thare  hands  to  buy  wheat, 
I  and  can  not  have  it,  by  reason  y*  marchants  has 
engrossed  in  there  hands,  being  resolved  to  ship  it 
for  New  York;  the  Mayor,  aldermen,  and  justices 
of  y'  peace  have  resolved  and  agreed  upon  y'  no 
merch"  or  any  other  persons  whatsoever  shall  ship 
any  corn  aboard  any  sloop,  vessel,  boat  whatso- 
ever untill  such  time  wee  have  his  Excell.  direc- 
tions in  it,  as  they  will  answer  upon  there  uttmost 
perill.'"' 

The  following  quaint  order,  providing  for  the 
necessities  of  an  impecunious  citizen,  .^hows  that 
their  \^'orshlps,  the  Alayor  and  Common  Council, 
were  not  inaccessible  to  flattery: 

July  17,  1697,  "  Whereas,  Mr.  Leeft.  Oliver 
doth  make  his  addresse  to  the  Court  for  bedding, 
since  he  complains  that  he  is  in  great  necessity  for 
want  thereof,  y"  gent"  of  y'  Court  cannot  fynde 
that  they  are  obliged  to  furnish  such  supplies,  but, 
in  consi  Juration  of  his  Civilty,  doe  give  as  a  gift 
y"  summe  of  five  pieces  of  eight." 

At  the  time  of  which  we  are  writing,  the  gates 
of  the  city  were  opened  and  closed  by  an  officer 
called  the  City  Porter,  appointed  by  the  Mayor 
and  Common  Council. 

1  At  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  held  in  the  City  Hall 
in  Albany,  November  23,  1697,  the  following 
order  was  adopted; 

"  Whereas,  It  is  by  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  concluded,  who  have  appointed  John 
Ratecliffe  as  Citty  Porter,  instead  of  Ilend.  Mar- 
selis,  Deceased,  that  he  is  upon  all  occasionable 
times  to  open  and  shult  y'  gates  of  this  Citty,  es- 
pecially in  \'  mornings  ami  in  y'  evenings  at  y'  ap- 

j  pointed  time,  as  also  to  attend  )°  Church  Ringing 
of  y'  bell  on  all  occasions,  for  which  he  is  to  re- 

I  ceive  yearly  eight  and  twenty  Pieces  of  Eight  at  six 
shillings,  and  to  be  paid  ([uarterly;  moreover,  he, 
y' s"*  John  Ratecliffe,  is  to  attend  y'  Burger  Guards, 

I  to  keep  them  clain,  and  to  make  every  evening  a 
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fyre,  wherefore  lie  is  to  receive  Three  pence  per 
Diem.   Who  hath  made  oath  to  be  true.  " 

,\t  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  held  May 

9,  i6yS,  a  resolution  was  adopted  for  building  an 
Indian  I  louse  on  the  Hill,  for  the  accommodation 
(if  the  Indians. 

February  r,  1699,  the  Common  Council  "  Re- 
si<irr>i,  Tliat  one  other  Indian  house,  besides  y"  two 
hcre!<^fore  resolved  on  in  January  last,  shall  be 
build  just  upon  y"  hill  going  up  from  y'^  Parle 
direct  f;eat  northwesterly,  in  or  about  y*^  middle 
p.ut  of  said  hill,  where  y"  whole  Common  Councill 
f')ithwith  shall  ap[)Oynt  y'  Place,  and  y'  y°  Building 
ami  Charges  thereof  shall  bee  in  y"  lyke  manner  as 
r  two  houses  aforesaid." 

W'c  have  thus  given  a  history  of  the  organization 
nf  the  Municipal  Government  of  Albany,  and  some 
of  tiie  most  interesting  proceedings  of  the  Common 
Council,  from  its  first  meeting  July  26,  1686,  to 
the  close  of  1699,  showing  how  the  city  gov- 
ernment was  conducted  for  the  first  thirteen  years 
of  its  existence. 

The  Municipality  of  .-Mbany  thus  organized. 
Continued  with  great  regularity  and  success  down 
to  the  terminauon  ot  the  Provincial  or  Colonial 
Government,  eaily  in  1776. 

From  1700  to  1753  the  city  was  governed  with 
great  wisdom  through  successive  municipal  admin- 
istrations. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  July  31, 
'753.  an  order  was  made  directing  that  the  pave- 
ment between  the  houses  of  Jacob  Lansing  and 
David  Schuyler,  in  the  Third  Ward,  be  raised,  so 
that  the  water  that  came  down  from  the  hill  be- 
tween the  houses  of  David  Vischer  and  Jacob  Lans- 
ing may  vent  itself  through  the  lane  or  street,  and 
so  down  to  the  river. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  held  July 

10,  1756,  the  following  important  resolution  was 
adopted: 

''Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  draw  a  deed  to  the 
Minister,  Chrrch  Wardens  and  \'estrymen  of  St. 
Peter's  Church,  in  the  City  of  Albany,  for  them 
and  their  successors,  in  trust  forever,  for  a  piece  of 
ground  for  a  burying  place,  lying  upon  the  Hill  ad- 
joining the  fort,  agreeable  to  a  map  made  by  John 
R.  lileecker,  and  that  the  Mayor  execute  a  deed, 
and  cause  the  City  Seal  to  be  thereupon  afllxed  in 
behalf  of  the  Corporation." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  held 
April  3,  1760,  Sybrant  G.  Van  Schack,  Mayor,  the 
matter  of  the  great  scarcity  of  water  in  the  city  and 
neighborhood  came  up,  under  a  proposal  to  bring 
water  in  pipes  from  the  hills,  collect  it  in  reservoirs, 
and  erecting  pumps.  The  matter  was  presented  in 
the  form  of  a  petition,  asking  the  Mayor  and  Cor- 
poration for  a  conveyance  of  the  right  so  to  do  to 
the  petitioners,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  forever, 
under  proper  restriction,  and  to  the  end  that  every 
citizen  may  be  partakers  of  the  ease  and  advantage 
of  it,  provided  he  pays  unto  the  petitioners  eight 
shillings  annually,  and  conform  himself  to  the 
articles  of  the  agreement." 
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After  a  full  hearing,  the  Board  adopted  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

"Resolved,  that  the  petitioners  have  an  instrument 
drawn,  including  their  petition;  that  the  Mayor 
will  sign  the  same  and  cause  the  Seal  of  the  City  to 
be  thereupon  allixed,  by  virtue  of  this  resolution." 

This,  we  believe,  is  the  first  action  ever  taken  by 
the  municipal  authorities  of  Albany  for  bringing 
water  into  the  city. 

The  following  important  historic  entry  was  made 
in  the  citv  records  at  a  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  held  April  3,  1760  : 

"  IV/iereas,  A  number  of  gentlemen  residing  in 
this  City  have  signified  to  the  Mayor,  Recorder, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  .-Mbany, 
that  they  are  desirous  of  establishing  a  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  same,  this  is  to  certify  that  the  ?^Iayor, 
Recorder,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City 
of  Albany,  that  they  are  desirous  of  establishing  a 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  same. 

"  Tills  Is  to  cerlify,  That  the  Mayor,  Recorder, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  aforesaid, 
do  very  much  approve  of  so  laudable  an  inten- 
tion, and  promise  that  they  will  do  every  thing 
in  their  power  to  encourage  and  promote  the  same, 
and  that  the  Mayor  sign  this  in  behalf  of  the  Cor- 
poration, and  that  the  Clerk  affix  the  City  seal 
to  it. " 

By  the  condition  of  the  original  Charter  of 
Albany,  the  title  of  all  the  land  lying  within  the 
Corporation  was  vested  in  the  I\Iayor,  Recorder 
and  Common  Council,  and  in  tracing  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Common  Council,  we  find  on  almost 
every  page  resolutions  of  the  Board  directing  the 
Clerk  to  execute  deeds  to  the  grantees  of  lands  and 
to  affix  the  seal  of  the  Corporation  thereto. 

The  first  deed  of  lands  executed  by  the  Corpora- 
tion of  the  city  is  dated  November  i,  16S7.  It  is 
a  document  of  so  much  interest  and  importance 
that  we  insert  a  copy  of  it  from  the  early  records 
of  ihe  county. 

"To  All  Christlw  People  to  whom  these  pres- 
ents Shall  Come,  the  ^Liyor,  Aldermen,  and  Com- 
monality of  y*  Citty  of  Albany  Send  Greeting  in  our 
Lord  God  Everlasting.  Know  y'  that  for  and  in 
consideration  of  y*  sum  of  three  hundred  an 
ninty  pounds  currant  money  of  this  province  to 
them  in  hand  paid,  at  and  before  v'  ensealing 
and  delivery  hereof,  by  Doctor  GodfreJius  Deliius, 
?vlinister  of  y"  Reformed  Nether  Dutch  Congrega- 
tional Dutch  Church,  Albany,  a  certain  piece  or 
parcel  of  land  commonly  called  or  known  by 
y'-  name  of  Pasture,  Situate.  1\  ing  and  being  to  y' 
Southward  of  y"  said  Citty,  near  y"  place  where 
y°  Fort  Stood,  and  extending  along  Hudson  River 
till  it  comes  over  against  y'  most  northerly  point  of 
y*  Island,  commonly  called  ^Slarston  Gerritsen"s 
Island;  having  to  y'  east  Hudson  River,  to  y' 
south  y'  manor  of  Renslarewck.  to  y°  west  of 
highway  leading  to  y'  Towne,  V*  pasture  lots  in 
y'  occupation  of  ^lartin  or  Marston  Geritsen,  and 
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the  pasture  lot  in  y'  occupation  of  Casper  Jacobs, 
to  the  north  of  y'  several  pasture  lots  in  y'  occu- 
pation of  Robert  Sanders,  Myndert  Harmons  and 
Evert  Wendell,  and  y'  Several  Garden  lots  in  y° 
Tenure  and  Occupation  of  Killian  Van  Rensselaer 
and  Abraham  Staats.  Together  with  All  and  Singu- 
lar y'  profits,  commodities  and  appurtenances 
whatsoever  to  y"  said  Pasthur  Piece  or  Parcel  of 
land  and  Premises,  or  any  part  or  parcel  thereof 
Belonging  or  in  any  way  appertaining  to  or  with  the 
same,  now  or  at  any  time  heretofore  belonging  or 
own'd,  occupyed,  enjoyed  as  part,  parcell  or  mem- 
ber thereof,  and  All  deeds,  Evidences  and  writings 
Touching  and  Concerning  the  premises  Only. 

"To  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  y*  Said  pasthur  pece  or 
parcell  of  land,  and  all  and  Singular  of  y''  Premises, 
with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances  unto 
the  Said  Godfredius  Dellius,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to 
■  y'Sole  and  only  Proper  use.  Benefit  and  Behoof  of 
said  Godfredius  Delhus,  his  heirs  and  Assigns,  for 
Ever;  and  y'  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Common- 
ality doth  by  these  presents  Covenant,  Promise  and 
Engage  y°  said  pasthur  piece  or  parcel  of  land  so 
as  the  same  is  granted  to  them  in  the  Charter  dted 
y'  2 2d  of  July,  1686,  with  their  and  every  of  their 
Appurtenances,  unto  the  said  Doctor  Godfredius 
Dellius,  his  Exutr'  and  Assigns,  in  his  and  their 
peaceable  possession  for  Ever,  from  any  grant  or 
conveyance  whatsoever  made,  or  to  be  made,  by 
said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonality,  or  their 
successors.  In  witness  whereof,  y"  Mayor  of  y*  said 
Citty  hath  hereunto  Set  his  hand  and  Caused  y'Seal 
of  said  Citty  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  these  pres- 
ents to  be  entered  on  our  public  record.  Dated  y° 
1st  day  of  November,  1687,  in  the  j''  year  of 
y'  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  James  y'  Second, 
by  y°  Grace  of  God,  of  England  Scotland,  France 
and  Ireland  King,  Defender  of  y'  faith,  Supreme 
and  y"  only  ruler  of  y'  Province  of  New  York. 

"Peter  Schuyler,  Mayur." 

It  often  occurred  that  the  Common  Council  sold 
pieces  and  parcels  of  land  at  public  auction;  for 
instance,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council 
held  at  Albany  on  the  nth  of  December,  1760, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

"  Resolved  by  this  Board,  That  the  Clerk  put 
up  Advertisements  that  a  piece  of  land  lying  on  the 
Gallows  hill  containing  between  10  and  1 1  acres, 
as  per  Draft  to  be  seen  at  the  time  of  Sale,  to  be 
sold  at  Public  Vendue  on  Saturday,  the  20th  day  of 
this  current  month,  by  the  I\Iayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  at  two  o'clock  in  the  aiternoon  at  the 
City  Hall  in  the  City  of  Albany." 

From  the  best  authority  we  can  find.  Gallows 
Hill  was  south  of  the  city  as  it  was  then  laid  out. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  held 
February  19,  1761,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted : 

"That  Mr.  John  Blcecker  make  a  survey  of  the 
land  set  forth  in  the  petition  of  the  Minister,  P'.lders 
and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  this 
city,  leavmg  sufficient  room  for  highw  ays,  for  which 
this  Board  is  to  give  a  deed  to  said  Mmister,  Elders 


and  Deacons,  and  their  successors  forever,  for 
and  in  consideration  of  £^^0,  current  money  of 
New  York,  and  a  reserve  of  £20  per  annum  for- 
ever." The  tract  of  land  thus  sold  contained  fifty- 
three  acres,  the  description  of  which  is  found  in 
Bleecker's  Survey. 

By  far  the  most  important  proceeding  of  the 
Common  Council  for  the  year  1762,  was  the  grant 
made  by  it,  to  Abraham  E.  Wendell,  of  a  tract  of 
valuable  land  occupying  what  is  now  the  heart  of 
the  city,  known  as  the  Wendell  Patent,  which  is 
briefly  described  as  follows: 

"  On  the  northwest  side  it  was  1,207  feet  in  a 
straight  line;  the  southwesterly  cornerof  the  patent 
was  located  in  the  center  of  the  block  west  of 
Eagle  street,  between  Hamilton  and  Hudson 
streets;  and  the  northeasterly  corner,  which  was 
the  end  of  the  above  mentioned  straight  line,  ter- 
minated on  the  west  side  of  Lodge  street  about 
152  feet  north  of  How^ard  street.  The  other  lines 
of  said  patent  are  irregular,  the  southeast  corner 
terminating  in  the  center  of  Williams  street,  about 
fifty  feet  south  of  Beaver  street.  In  following  the 
southeast  line,  a  bend  and  corner  is  located  in  the 
center  of  the  block  between  Philip,  Grand,  Hud- 
son and  Plain  streets,  the  last  remaining  corner 
terminating  about  ninety-five  feet  east  of  Eagle  on 
the  north  side  of  Hamilton.  The  greater  portion 
of  the  land  where  the  old  Normal  School  building 
stands,  belonged  to  the  Wendell  Patent." 

The  original  map  of  this  patent  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  descendants  of  the  original  pat- 
entee, Abraham  E.  Wendell.  It  also  appears,  by 
distinct  lines,  on  several  early  maps  of  the  city. 
This  was  one  of  the  early  transfers  of  the  real  es- 
tate acquired  by  the  Corporation  of  Albany  to 
which  we  have  referred. 

On  October  8,  1765,  the  Board  resolved  to  pro- 
cure the  ground  where  Fort  Orange  formerly  stood, 
to  be  vested  in  the  Crown,  on  which  to  erect  store- 
houses, so  long  as  the  services  of  his  ?»Iajesty  might 
require. 

Among  the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, held  October  14,  1765,  was  one  of  peculiar 
interest,  in  regard  to  protection  against  fires,  by 
way  of  keeping  chimneys  cleaned,  etc.  By  ordi- 
nance it  was  provided  that  when  any  chimney  should 
take  fire  in  a  dwellmg-house  the  occupant  forfeited 
!  forty  shillings,  and  that  whosoever  of  the  City 
Guard  should  discover  any  accidental  fire  in  dwell- 
ing-houses, out-houses  or  stables,  or  any  other 
combustible  matter,  received  for  the  discovery  the 
sum  of/3. 

I  At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  held  No- 
vember 15,  1768,  articles  of  agreement  were  en- 
tered into  between  the  .Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com- 
monalty of  the  City  of  Albany,  of  the  one  part, 
and  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.,  Lord  of  the 
Manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  in  the  County  of  Al- 
bany, known  as  the  Patroon,  of  the  second  part, 
by  which  .the  party  of  the  second  part  covenanted 
and  agreed,  to  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen,  etc., 
their  successors  and  assignees,  that  he  will,  within 
three  months  of  the  date  of  letters-patent  to  be 
granted  by  the  Crown,  giving  him  tlie  exclusive 
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rights  of  all  ferriages  on  Hudson  River,  in  the 
County  of  Albany,  between  Bears'  Island  to  the 
Cohoes,  grant  to  the  said  .Mayor  and  Commonalty 
the  exclusive  right  to  all  ferriages  and  liberty  ot  land- 
ing, passing  and  repassing,  from  the  mouth  of  a  certain 
creek,  commonly  known  as  DeVyscle  Kill,  on  the 
south  of  the  city  limits,  to  lands  of  H.  VanSchack; 
with  one  acre  of  ground,  to  be  taken  by  said  Cor- 
poration in  such  position  as  it  shall  think  most 
convenient  to  them,  joining  to  and  on  the  north 
bounds  of  John  VanRensselaer 

One  of  the  offices  under  the  Corporation  was 
that  known  as  the  "Town  Whipper,"  a  very  useful 
official.  We  find  in  the  records  of  the  Corpora- 
tion very  frequent  instances  where  he  discharged 
the  duties  of  his  office  upon  criminals  in  a  manner 
so  exemplary  and  commendable,  that  he  often  re- 
ceived due  recognition  of  his  efforts — as  in  one 
case  where  Rick  Van  Toper,  in  1762,  was  voted, 
by  the  Common  Council,  the  sum  of  five  shillings 
and  si.xpence,  in  addition  to  his  regular  fees,  "for 
the  due  and  wholesome  manner  in  which  he  laid 
the  lash  upon  the  back  of  Tiberius  Haines,  who 
had  been  convicted  of  beating  his  wife  in  a  most 
cruel  and  heartless  manner. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  held  in 
the  City  of  Albany,  on  the  30th  of  January,  lySq. 
the  following  entry  was  made: 

"  The  Corporation  this  day  agreed  with  Benja- 
min Gable  to  be  the  town  Whipper  at  the  rate  of 
£20  per  annum  for  that  service,  and  if  the  sheriff 
wants  him  to  execute  any  person,  he  is  to  perform 
that  service  likewise,  the  sheriff  paying  him  there- 
for." 

On  the  20th  ;\Iarch,  1770,  the  Common  Council 
agreed  to  let  Thomas  Lotteridge  have  the  ferry  lead- 
ing from  Albany  to  Green  Bush  for  three  years,  for 
thirty  pounds  per  year,  and  to  make  a  dock  about 
14  feet  broad,  for  the  convenience  of  persons  and 
carriages  going  to  or  from  the  ferry-boats. 

A  very  important  and  interesting  question  arose 
in  the  early  part  of  Mayor  Cuyler's  administration, 
in  1770.  Certain  provisions  in  the  charter  of  the 
cit}'  were  construed  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  in 
a  manner  that  rendered  them,  ex  officio,  members  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  members  of  the  Court  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer.  But  the  right  to  a  seat  on  the 
Bench  with  the  Judges  of  those  Courts  was  consid- 
ered doubtful,  and  was  not  insisted  upon  until 
Cuyler  was  appointed  Mayor.  He  considered  him- 
self a  Magistrate,  and  the  Board  of  .\ldermen  as,  ex 
officio,  members  of  these  Courts.  The  term  uf  the 
Supreme  Court  and  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Termi- 
ner began  its  sittings  at  Albany  on  Monday,  June 
5?  1 77 1,  at  2  o'clock  p.  M.  In  the  forenoon  of  that 
day,  a  meeting  was  held,  and  a  resolution  was 
adopted  by  the  Board,  appointing  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  Yates  and  Ten  Broeck  a  committee  to 
wait  upon  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and 
Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  inform  them  that 
the  Mayor,  Recorder  and  six  Aldermen  intended 
to  s!t  as  Judges  in  that  Court,  to  be  held  that  day 
in  the  City  Hall;  and  that  they  claimed  the  right 
so  to  sit  by  virtue  of  the  City  Charter.  The  judges 
listened  complacently  to  the  message  of  this  com- 


mittee, and  they  withdrew.  In  a  short  time  the 
Mavor  and  Aldermen  received  a  communication 
from  the  Judges,  denying  the  right  of  those 
gentlemen  to  sit  in  a  judicial  capacity  in  these 
Courts,  concluding  with  these  words:  "We  can- 
not conceive  that  your  City  Charter  can  be  .so 
construed  as  to  render  this  honoral)le  Court  a 
Mob,  instead  of  a  Bench  of  Judges  with  full 
consideration  of  their  dignity  and  responsibility. 
We  have  therefore  directed  the  Ofiicers  of  the 
Court  to  prevent  your  taking  }our  seats  upon  the 
Bench,  in  case  you  insist  upon  so  doing.  ' 

This  matter  created  no  little  e.xcitement.  The 
Mayor  and  Common  Council  still  insisted  upon 
their  right  to  sit  as  judicial  officers  in  the  said 
Courts,  but  as  it  was  peremptorily  denied  by  the 

!  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Common  Coun- 
cil decided  to  submit  the  matter  to  the  colonial 
authorities  in  New  York.  Whereupon,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Common  Council,  held  on  the  14th  of 
October,  1771,  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion were  adopted: 

"  Whereas,  A  point  conceived  to  be  of  much  con- 
sequence to  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  County  and  City  of  Albany,  respecting 
the  Right  of  the  Mayor,  Recorder  and  Aldermen  of 
the  City  of  Albany,  by  virtue  of  the  Charter,  to  sit 
as  judges  in  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and 
general  goal  Delivery  of  the  said  County,  has  been 
lately  agitated  and  drawn  in  question,  and  it  is 
thought  to  be  now  a  seasonable  time  to  take  the 
necessary  measures  for  determining  the  matter  and 
to  empower  a  proper  person  of  this  ]5oard  to  man- 
age and  solicit  the  said  business;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  Alderman  Abm.  Yates,  Esq., 
be  appointed,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and 
appointed  accordingly  to  repair  to  New  York 
with  all  convenient  speed,  and  to  take  with  him 
Charters  and  all  other  necessary  Papers,  to  be  dis- 
tributed and  laid  before  the  Council  already  retained 
by  this  Corporation  on  the  suljject:  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  follow  such  advise  as  he  shall  receive 
of  them,  in  order  to  secure  the  Privilege  aforesaid; 
and  he  is  also  further  impowered  to  serch  the  Rec- 
ords, private  and  publick,  at  New  York,  and  to  take 
such  copies  and  Abstracts  therefrom  as  may  be 
thought  usefull  on  this  occasion,  and  for  all  his  dis- 
bursements and  Servises  he  is  to  be  repaid  and 
satisfied,  and  soon  after  his  return  he  is  to  make 
report  to  this  Board  of  his  actings  and  doings 

I  herein." 

We  find  no  report  of  the  result  of  Mr.  Yates' 
mission  to  New  York  on  this  important  matter. 
We  infer,  however,  that  he  was  unsuccessful,  inas- 
much as  we  nowhere  find  in  the  records  of  the 
Colonial  Supreme  Court  that  the  Mayor  or  any 
municipal  olficer  of  the  city  occupied  the  Bench  of 
that  Court.  They  were,  however,  members  of  the 
Court  of  Sessions  of  the  City  and  County  of  Albany. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  held 
September  27,  1773,         ^^^^^  Yates  was  made  a 
committee  to  revise,  correct  and  amend  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  city,  and  Kbenezer  Jessop  received 
i  from  the  Common  Council  a  grant  of  a  piece  of 
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vacant  land  covered  with  water,  lying  on  the  north 
side  of  the  upper  wharf,  subject  to  a  )-early  rent 
charge  of  forty  shillings. 

On  April  2,  1774,  an  ordinance  was  passed  by 
the  Common  Council  "for  regulating  the  ferry 
between  Albany  and  (ircenbush  ;  for  grading  and 
paving  the  streets  and  for  preventing  nuis.ince  ;  for 
regulating  the  line  of  ve>sels  at  the  Docks  and 
Wharfs  of  the  City  ;  for  regulating  carts  and  Cart- 
men  ;  for  regulating  the  Public  .Markets  ;  against 
the  profanation  of  the  Lord's  Day ;  for  the  better 
securing  the  City  from  the  danger  of  Gun  Powder; 
for  the  better  preventing  fire;  to  prevent  accidents 
by  fast  and  immoderate  riding;  to  prevent  '  raf- 
flmg  ;'  for  regulating  taverns  ;  for  regulating  the 
office  of  Chamberlain  or  Treasury;  for  the  better 
regulation  of  Mid  Wives." 

We  have  already  referred  to  a  very  important 
matter,  that  of  the  title  which  the  municipality  of 
Albany  had  to  large  portions  of  land  m  and  about 
it,  and  have  seen  that  the  granting  and  selling  these 
lands  to  various  purchasers  for  many  years  formed 
a  large  part  of  the  business  of  the  Mayor  and  Com- 
mon Council.  That,  by  the  charter  granted  July 
22,  1686,  among  other  things,  it  gave  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  the  power 
to  purchase,  at  their  pleasure,  1,000  acres  of  low 
or  meadow  land  at  Tiunderoga,  adjacent  on  both 
sides  of  the  river,  as  the  Mayor  should  think  most 
convenient,  and  did  grant  and  confirm  unto  the 
I\Ia\or  and  Commonalty,  and  to  their  successors 
farever,  yielding  and  paying  therefor  yearly,  for- 
ever, the  annual  quit-rent  of  a  beaver  skin  on  the 
20th  of  March  of  each  year. 

Under  this  provision  of  the  charter,  several  In- 
dians, in  June,  1721,  conveyed  a  tract  of  said  land 
— eleven  morgen — to  Mr.  Cuyler  in  fee,  whose 
heirs  on  the  24th  of  April,  1769,  obtained  from 
the  Corporation,  for  the  consideration  of  ^30,  a 
conveyance  releasing  the  same. 

On  the  7lh  July,  1730,  some  Indians  conveyed 
ten  or  eleven  morgen  of  said  lands  to  Peter 
Brower,  for  the  term  of  999  years;  who,  on  Novem- 
ber 29,  1734,  conveyed  the  same  to  the  Cor- 
poration; who,  on  the  27th  of  April,  1749, 
leased  said  land  to  Peter  Brower  for  the  term  of 
999  years,  at  the  annual  rent  of  one  skipple  of 
wheat  for  each  morgen.  Some  other  of  the  said 
lands  were  obtained  from  the  Corporation  for  the 
same  annual  rents,  leaving  still  the  largest  portion 
of  the  i,ooo  acres  the  property  of  the  Mayor  and 
Commonalty  of  the  City  of  Albany. 

In  1779  the  Indians  had  all  removed  from  the 
said  lands,  and  they  were  principally  occupied  bv 
refugees  and  squatters  from  Cherry  Vallev  and 
other  parts.  Therefore  one  of  the  great  questions 
that  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Municipalitv  of 
Albany,  was  to  ascertain  in  what  manner  it  could 
obtain  possession  of  these  lands  and  foreclose  the 
claims  of  all  subsequent  incumbrances.  The 
matter  was  finally  referred  to  Peter  W.  Vates,  Esq., 
for  his  cipinion  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  Yates  was  a  very  able  lawyer,  and  considered  1 
one  of  the  best  real  estate  lawyers  of  his  time.  His  I 
report,  a  very  able  legal  document,  was  considered  ' 


conclusive  in  the  matter.  He  advised  the  lands  to 
be  immediately  surveyed;  boundaries  properly  fixed 
and  ascertained;  the  unpossessed  lands  should  be 
immediately  taken  possession  of  and  leased  for  a 
short  term,  with  a  special  clause  inserted,  for  the 
tenant  peaceably  to  deliver  up,  at  the  end  of  the 
term,  possession  to  the  ofiicers  of  the  nuinicipality, 
or  its  successors.  This  report  decides  that  the 
charter  ol  incorporation  gives  the  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Commonalty,  and  their  successors,  an  un- 
doubted estate,  in  fee-simple,  in  these  lands,  and 
that,  although  the  Indian  deeds  referred  to  cannot 
slriclo jure  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  title,  since 
those  deeds  were  intended  to  purchase  peace  instead 
of  property,  yet  it  is  a  title  paramount  to  any  other 
claimant.  As  the  lands  are  possessed  by  other  per- 
sons who  refuse  to  become  tenants  of  the  corpora- 
tion, he  directs  that  action  of  ejectment  shall  be 
brought  against  them,  to  oust  them  of  their  assumed 
possession. 

This  report  was  coincided  with  by  the  Common 
Council,  and  otlier  parlies,  and  settled  the  question 
in  regard  to  said  lands. 

In  February,  1780,  an  important  question  came 
before  the  Common  Council,  in  the  consideration 
of  surrendering  part  of  the  privilege  granted  by  the 
charter  to  the  city,  and  of  applying  for  additional 
ones,  and,  on  February  17th,  the  Board  unanimously 
resolved  to  surrender  certain  privileges  to  the  State, 
and  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  additional  privi- 
leges. Fur  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  resolution 
into  execution,  a  committee  of  three  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  surrender  and  a  petition  for  that 
purpose. 

A  very  important  change  in  some  parts  of  the 
city  charter  was  thus  proposed,  and  was,  as  we 
shall  see  hereafter,  carried  into  effect. 

The  tides  to  the  lands  acquired  by  the  city,  and 
granting  them  to  purchaseis  from  time  to  lime, 
form  an  important  part  of  the  properly  historv  of 
Albany.  The  city  held  title  to  some  of  the  lands 
down  to  a  late  period,  and  a  large  part  of  the  present 
owners  of  real  estate  in  the  citv  trace  their  lilies  to 
the  corporation.  Lots  were  riften  sold  to  pay  city 
indebtedness,  and  the  land  transactions  of  Yates  & 
Mclntyre  with  the  city  are  matters  of  such  conspi- 
cuous record  that  no  description  is  needed  here. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  held  April 
14,  1780,  very  important  measures  were  adopted 
by  the  Board,  tending  to  the  improvement  of  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  city.  The  following  transcript  is 
taken  from  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  as  . a 
succinct  history  of  the  transactions: 

"April  14.  Whereas,  this  Board,  on  the  third 
day  of  May,  1761,  by  release  granted  unto  the  Min- 
ister, Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church,  in  the  City  of  Albany,  a  certain  tract  of 
153  acres  of  land  lying  northwest  of  the  city,  and 
tlid  thereby  reserve  liberty  and  license  for  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonality  of  this  City,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  and  their  successors  forever,  to 
lay  out  Roads  and  Streets  thro'  the  above  mentioned 
Lands,  as  they  should  see  most  convenient,  and 
i  whereas,  the  said  Minister.  Elders  and  Deacons  ap- 
1  plied  this  day  for  leave  to  lay  out  the  said  lands  in 
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Lots,  and  allow  Streets  and  Roads  in  such  manner 
as  they  might  conceive  most  proper  for  the  term  of 
25  years.  And,  whereas,  this  Board  are  well  con- 
vinced tliat  no  inconvenience  can  in  that  time  arise 
to  this  City,  and  thereupon  Resolve  to  grant  the  re- 
quest of  the  said  Minister,  Elders  and  Deacons,  and 
it  is  hereby  granted  accordingly  for  the  term  afore- 
said. " 

It  is  a  matter  of  history  that  the  Common  Coun- 
cil of  the  City  were  the  owners  in  fee  of  large  and 
valuable  tracts  of  land  at  Schaghticoke,  now  in  the 
County  of  Rensselaer,  which  lands  were  occupied 
by  tenants  who  for  some  time  refused  to  pay  their 
rent,  being  incipient  anti-renters. 

On  September  15th,  it  was  resolved  that  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty 
convene  at  Schaghticoke,  on  the  20th  of  Septem- 
ber, at  the  house  of  Johannes  Knickerbaker,  Jr., 
for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  and  settling 
the  matter  of  these  rents.  The  Board  met  at  the 
time  and  place  referred  to,  and  summoned  before 
them  the  tenants,  to  learn  their  reasons  for  non- 
payment of  rent  due  the  Board.  They  made  vari- 
ous excuses,  most  of  them  pretending  that  no  rent 
was  due.  These  excuses  being  regarded  as  in- 
valid and  frivolous,  Peter  \V.  Yates  and  John  Lan- 
sing, Jr.,  Counsellors-at-Law,  were  employed  by 
the  Com.mon  Council,  and  instructed  to  commence 
actions  against  all  the  tenants  at  Schaghticoke  for 
the  recovery  of  the  rent  then  due,  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  and,  after  the  appointment  of 
Mayor  Beeckman,  a  meeting  was  held  January  30, 
1784,  at  the  City  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Albany. 
There  were  present  at  this  meeting  the  Mavor; 
Aldermen  Peter  W.  Yates,  Thomas  Plun,  Peter  W. 
Douw  and  Abraham  Schuyler;  Assistant  Aldermen 
Richard  Lush,  Jacob  G.  Lansing  and  jNIathew  Vis- 
scher. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Common  Coun- 
cil met  at  Schachticoke  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
measures  to  compel  the  inhabitants  of  that  town, 
occupants  of  the  land  belonging  to  the  Corporation 
of  Albany,  to  pay  the  rent  due  the  city  ;  that  Peter 
W.  Yates,  Esq.,  was  directed  to  commence  actions 
.against  every  tenant  to  recover  this  rent;  that  the 
tenants  came  forward  and  settled  the  matter  by 
agreeing  to  pay  the  city  the  following  winter  the 
rent  in  wheat,  each  person  delivering  the  quantity 
of  wheat  equal  to  the  amount  due.  Under  this 
agreement  the  suits  were  stayed,  but  a  large  number 
of  tenants  made  default  in  the  payment  ot  the  wheat. 

At  this  meeting,  held  January  3Cth,  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted: 

"Resolved,  That  Peter  W.  Yates,  Esq.,  be  di- 
rected immediately  to  write  letters,  as  Attorney  for 
the  Corporation,  to  the  tenants  of  this  Board  at 
Schachticoke,  and  who  were  lately  prosecuted  for 
non-payment  of  rent,  acquainting  them  that  unless 
they  pay  this  winter  the  wheat  stipulated  in  the 
agreement  for  the  stay  of  the  suits,  they  must  de- 
pend upun  being  prosecuted." 

From  the  organization  of  the  City  Government 
in  1686,  the  Corporation  received  wheat  and  other 
grain  from  tenants — of  which  it  had  lar'^e  num- 


bers— in  payment  of  rents  ;  consequently,  the  large 
storehouses  of  the  Municipality  were  consianth- 
filled  with  wheat  and  other  grain.  These  store- 
houses and  grain  were  in  the  custody  of  the  Citv 
Chamberlain  or  Treasurer  of  the  Corporation. 
This  wheat  was  sold  by  the  Treasurer,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Corporation,  to  the  citizens  at  very 
reasonable  prices,  and  to  the  grain  merchants,  for 
shipping  to  New  York  and  other  places,  at  fl\ir 
profits.  During  times  of  scarcity  the  quantity  sold 
was  restricted — particularly  during  the  revolution; 
thus,  in  January,  1777,  we  find  an  order  directing 
the  Treasurer  "to  sell  100  skepels  of  the  wheat 
belonging  to  the  Corporation,  at  four  shillings  six- 
pence per  skepel,  to  those  persons  who  had 
demands  on  the  Board.  No  person  to  have  more 
than  three  skepels  at  a  dme. " 

On  September  29,  1786,  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  was 
appointed  to  succeed  John  J.  Beeckman  as  Mavor 
of  Albany,  and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  in  that  office,  January  6,  17S7. 

We  have  already  stated  that  proceeding?  were 
taken  to  procure  an  act  of  the  Legislature  altering 
the  Charter  of  the  City  of  Albany,  after  its  adoption 
by  the  city  under  State  constitution.  This  matter 
created  much  discussion  and  opposition,  and  the 
passage  of  the  act  was  delayed  until  Alarch  21, 
1787,  when  an  "Act  for  altering  the  Charter  rights 
of  the  City  of  Albany"  passed  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature  and  became  a  law.  Down  to  that 
period  the  Charter  granted  by  King  James,  in  16S6, 
continued  to  exist  with  a  few  changes  incident  to 
the  State  Constitution,  down  to  the  period  of  the 
passage  of  the  act  to  which  we  have  referred,  liv 
that  charter  the  Mayor  of  the  city  had  authoritv 
to  grant  licenses  annually  to  ail  tavern  keepers, 
victuallers  and  all  public  venders  of  wine, 
strong  waters,  cider,  beer  and  every  sort  of  liquiir 
by  retail.  And  that  the  Mayor  was  sole  Coroner 
of  the  City  and  County;  that  he,  with  the  Alder- 
men and  Commonalty,  should  have  the  exclusive 
right  to  regulate  the  trade  with  the  Indians.  That 
the  ]\Iayor  and  any  three  or  more  of  the  Aldermen 
ihall  be  the  Common  Council  of  the  City.  That 
a  Court  of  Common  Pleas  shall  be  held  once  in 
every  fortnight  for  the  City  of  Albany,  before  the 
I\Iayon 

This  authority  was  surrendered  by  the  said  act. 
The  time  for  electing  the  Aldermen,  Assistants  ami 
Chamberlain  was  changed  to  the  last  Tuesday  of 
September  in  every  year,  instead  of  the  time  fixed 
by  the  Charter.  Provisions  were  made  to  take  ef- 
fect in  case  of  the  death  of  the  Mayor.  That  in- 
stead of  the  Mayor  acting  as  Coroner,  as  formerly, 
that  officer  was  to  be  a  citizen  of  said  city. 

These  were  the  principal  alterations  made  in  the 
original  Charter  of  16S6. 

On  June  21,  1799,  during  the  mayoralty  of 
Philip  S.  Van  Rensselaer,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
by  the  Common  Council,  which  shows  the  h  gh 
regard  and  veneration  in  which  the  Sabbath  was 
then  held.    The  resolution  was  as  tbllows: 

"  Resn/ved,  That  the  Constables  in  this  City  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  required,  on  every  Sunday 
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hereafter,  to  stop  all  manner  of  persons  who  shall 
be  riding  for  pleasure,  or  who  may  expose  any  ar- 
ticles for  sale  on  that  day  contrary  to  the  Act  for 
suppressing  immorality;  and  that  they  report  the 
names  of  aggressors,  on  every  Monday  mornmg 
to  the  INIayor  or  Recorder,  to  be  proceeded  against 
according  to  law. " 

There  was  a  strong  attempt  made  to  enforce  this 
ordmance,  greatly  to  the  disgust  of  pleasure  seek- 
ers; but  many  a  delightful  ride  and  excursion  was 
interrupted,  and  perhaps  a  pair  of  ardent  lovers 
would  be  arrested,  and  the  next  morning  dragged 
relentlessly  before  the  Recorder  to  await  condign 
punishment  for  desecrating  the  Sabbath.  The 
scenes  at  the  Court  House  on  Monday  morning 
were  amusing,  and  often  aggravatmg.  But  the 
strict  enforcement  of  the  law  gradually  wore  away, 
so  none  but  flagrant  abuses  of  the  Sabbath  were 
punished. 

An  entry  in  the  books  of  the  Chamberlain,  June 
20,  1799,  shows  that  the  expense  for  lighting  the 
city  and  for  a  night-watch,  for  the  year  ending  June 
I,  1799,  amounted  to  £^2^  i6s.  At  this  time  the 
citv  was  lighted  with  whale  or  sperm  oil. 

The  public  revenue  that  year  was  £i\(^  14s. 
4d. ,  leaving  a  debt  against  the  city  of  ^"479  is.  8d. 
For  five  years  the  expense  for  lighting  the  city  and 
the  night-watch  had  exceeded  the  revenue  to  the 
amount  of  $2, 1 10.88. 

At  this  time  the  yellow  fever  was  raging  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  and,  under  the  recommendation 
of  the  Common  Council,  a  collection  was  made  in 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  on  Sunday,  June  19th, 
at  each  of  the  three  services,  for  the  relief  of  the 
sufferers  of  the  plague,  which  amounted  to  $247. 
In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  a  collection  was 
taken  at  St.  Peter's  Church  and  at  the  Presbyterian 
Churches  for  the  same  purpose.  The  amount  at 
the  former  was  $107.87,  and  the  latter  $201.  The 
total  contribuuons  amounted  to  45555.87. 

Early  in  July,  1799,  a  law  was  passed  by  the 
Common  Council  regulating  "the  assize  of  bread." 
The  Common  Council  prepared  a  schedule  for 
graduating  the  price  of  bread,  and  every  baker 
detected  in  selling  light  bread  subjected  himself  to 
a  fine  of  one  dollar  for  every  loaf  found  to  be  light  ! 
of  weight.  By  this  schedule,  when  wheat  was  6s.  j 
per  bushel,  a  loaf  of  bread  of  inspected  wheat 
flour  was  to  weigh  3  lbs.  i  oz.  8  dr.,  for  6d.;  of 
common  flour,  3  lbs.  1 1  ozs.  S  drs. 
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and  all  intermediate  prices  in  proportion. 

On  the  morning  of  December  23,  1799,  intelli- 
gence of  the  death  of  Washington  reached  Albany.  [ 
The  Common  Council  immediately  assembled  and  i 
recommended  the  closing  of  all  places  of  business,  i 
directing  that  the  bells  be  tolled  from  three  to  five  1 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  that  the  members  of  I 
the  Board  wear  crape  badges  for  the  space  of  si.x 
weeks;  also  recommending  that  all  the  churches  j 


be  dressed  in  mourning,  and  tliat  preparations  be 
made  by  all  the  military  and  civic  societies  for  an 
imposing  funeral. 

i'he  9th  of  January,  1800,  following,  was  desig- 
nated by  the  Common  Council  as  a  time  for  the 
funeral  solemnities.  On  that  day  one  of  the  most 
imposing  and  solemn  public  funerals  known  in  the 
history  of  Albany  took  place.  Very  many  who 
witnessed  it  were  present  at  the  grand  reception 
given  to  the  Father  of  his  Country  in  Albany  at  the 
close  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 

On  May  19,  1S03,  the  yellow  fever  was  still  rag- 
ing in  New  York,  and  the  Common  Council, 
acting  as  a  board  of  health,  passed  an  ordinance 
requiring  all  vessels  from  New  York  City  to  be 
quarantined  a  few  hours  at  a  point  fixed  down  the 
river,  before  being  permitted  to  come  to  their 
moorings  in  the  city.  There  was  one  death  from 
yellow  fever  at  Troy,  but  none  in  Albany. 

As  the  result  of  an  ordinance  passed  on  July  i  2, 
1804,  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Hamilton 
was  received  in  Albany.  The  Common  Council 
immediately  assembled  and  passed  appropriate 
resolutions,  recommending  that  the  citizens  take 
proper  public  action  in  regard  to  the  death  of  the 
illustrious  statesman  and  soldier. 

Among  the  receipts  into  the  treasury  for  the 
year  1804,  acknowledged  by  the  Common  Council, 
was  the  sum  of  $1, 128.46.^  for  lands  at  Schaghti- 
coke  belonging  to  the  city,  which  had  been  sold 
during  the  year. 

We  find  very  little  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  of  Common  Council  between  the  years  1800 
and  1 8 1 3. 

On  November  8,  18 13,  Commodore  Perry,  the 
Hero  of  Lake  Erie,  arrived  in  Albany.  In  no  city 
through  which  the  gallant  hero  passed  was  he 
more  brilliantly  or  joyfully  welcomed  than  in 
Albany. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  Decem- 
ber 6,  1 813,  a  resolution  was  adopted  offering  a 
reward  of  $1,000  to  any  person  discovering  a  coal 
mine  within  the  distance  of  five  miles  of  the  navi- 
gable w?ters  of  the  Hudson,  of  a  strata  not  less 
than  four  feet  in  thickness. 

One  of  the  difficult  matters  that  for  many  years 
presented  itself  to  the  Common  Council,  was  regu- 
lating the  price  of  bread  in  the  city,  which  was 
constantly  fluctuating  with  the  price  of  flour.  In 
December,  1813,  the  price  of  a  barrel  of  flour  was 
$11,  and  the  Common  Council  adopted  an  ordi- 
nance requiring  the  flour  merchants  to  make  the 
assize  of  bread  correspond  to  nine  dollars  per  bar- 
rel, which  was  12  lbs.  10  oz.  for  one  shilling. 
This  was  considered  a  great  hardship  by  the  bakers, 
and  they  called  a  meeting,  which  was  attended  by 
all  the  craft  in  the  city,  and  a  resolution  was 
adopted  to  close  their  shops.  This  caused  much 
excitement  in  the  city,  which  continued  some  tim.e. 
The  Common  Council  and  the  journals  of  the 
city,  the  people  and  the  bakers,  all  united  in  the 
strife.  At.  length  a  compromise  was  etfected  and 
matters  resumed  their  normal  condition.  For  sev- 
eral years  the  Common  Council  occasionally  passed 
ordinances  regulating  the  price  and  size  of  loaves 


of  bread,  but  on  December  29,  1820,  a  resolution 
was  adopted  by  the  Board  deciding-  that  it  was  in- 
exjicdicnt  any  longer  to  continue  the  regulation 
concerning  the  assize  of  bread. 

On  .September  30,  1817,  a  hotly  contested  elec- 
tion took  place  for  Aldermen  and  Assistant  Alder- 
men of  the  city.  In  those  days  political  parties 
were  designated  as  Federals  and  Democrats.  This 
election  resulted  in  the  choice  of  twelve  Federal 
and  eight  Democratic  members  of  the  Board  of 
Common  Council. 

I'revious  to  18 18,  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  were  conducted  with  closed  doors,  and 
the  public  excluded;  but  on  November  16,  1818, 
the  Board  adopted  a  resolution  that  all  debates  and 
proceedings  of  the  Board  should  in  future  be  pub- 
he,  and  arrangements  were  made  in  the  council 
room  for  the  accommodation  of  members,  spec- 
tators, and  press  representatives. 

In  1 8 19  another  municipal  election  took  place, 
resulting  in  the  election  of  fourteen  Federals  and 
eigl)t  Republicans. 

An  entry  in  the  minutes  of  the  Common  Council 
made  December  17,  1819,  is  as  follows:  The 
expense  of  erecting  the  Capitol  was  at  the  joint 
expense  of  the  State,  the  City,  and  the  County; 
the  amount  paid  by  each  was  as  follows : 

Paid  by  the  State   $73,485  42 

"     "      City   34,200  00 

"     "      County   3,000  00 

Total  cost   $110,685  42 

It  will  be  perceived  by  the  above,  that  the  Cor- 
poration paid  the  sum  of  $34,200  towards  the 
erection  of  the  Old  Capitol.  At  this  time  the 
Common  Council  occupied  the  northeast  corner 
on  the  first  floor,  which  was  divided  into  several 
commodious  and  well  furnished  apartments  for  the 
use  of  the  municipal  legislature.  All  the  other 
rooms  on  the  first  floor  were  occupied  by  the  State; 
the  rooms  in  the  second  story  were  occupied  by 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  Supreme  Court,  Common 
Pleas,  General  Sessions  and  Mayor's  Court,  except 
the  room  immediately  above  the  lobby  of  the  As- 
sembly room,  which  was  used  two  or  three  times 
each  year  by  the  Supervisors  of  the  County. 

At  several  of  the  meetings  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, at  the  time  of  which  we  are  now  writing,  efforts 
were  made  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  resolution 
to  dispose  of  the  interest  of  the  Corporation  in  the 
Old  Capitol  to  the  State.  Proceedings  of  this  nature 
were  also  had  in  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors, to  grant  the  interests  of  the  county  in  the 
Old  Capitol  to  the  State,  and  with  the  joint  t'unds  of 
the  county  and  city  to  erect  a  new  building  for  the 
county  and  city;  but  these  measures  were  opposed 
and  delayed  down  to  a  late  period,  when  the  inter- 
ests of  the  city  and  county  were  alienated  in  the  Old 
Capitol  property.  In  the  meantime  the  Common 
Council  and  the  Board  of  Supervisors  continued  to 
meet  in  their  rooms  in  the  Old  Capitol  until  the 
erection  of  the  first  City  Hall.  During  the  years 
when  the  Old  Capitol  was  occupied  by  the  Court  for 
the  Correction  of  Errors,  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  various  other  tribunals; 


by  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  the  Executive,  and 
some  of  the  State  Departments,  it  presented  a  scene 
of  unrivaled  interest,  and  Capitol  Hill  was  the  heart 
and  vital  part,  so  to  speak,  of  the  Empire  Slate. 
Cortgress  Hall,  adjacent,  will  always  live  in  history 
and  memory  as  the  place  where  judges,  lawyers, 
legislators  and  lobbyists  for  many  years  did  most 
congregate. 

On  January  21,  1820,  a  spirit  of  retrenchment 
and  reform  took  possession  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  they  adopted  a  resolution  reducing  the 
salaries  of  the  corporation  oflicers  to  the  amount  of 
over  $2,000. 

On  June  20,  1820,  the  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  held  that  day  was  the  scene  of  a  singular 
controversy.  After  the  meeting  was  called  to  order, 
Alderman  Visscher  arose  and  stated  that  several 
of  the  Magistrates  of  the  city  were  willing  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  Police  Justices  without  salary; 
and  he  introduced  a  resolution  to  discontinue  the 
payment  of  salaries  to  those  officers.  This  brought 
on  a  spirited  debate,  and  the  resolution  was  lost  by 
a  vote  of  eleven  nays  to  six  ayes. 

On  September  30,  1822,  the  Common  Council, 
by  an  ordinance,  directed  a  tax  to  be  raised  of 
$3,000,  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  city  debt;  a  tax 
of  $6,000  for  the  expense  of  lamps  and  night-watch; 
and  $8,000  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  poor. 

A  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  January  25, 
1821,  was  the  scene  of  great  excitement.  At  this 
time  Teunis  Slingerland  was  one  of  the  Police  Mag- 
istrates of  the  city,  and  Philip  Phelps  was  another. 
A  resolution  was  oftered,  preceded  by  a  preamble, 
stating  that  the  expense  of  two  Police  ^Magistrates  in 
the  city  was  an  unnecessary  burden;  that  the  duties 
could  all  be  performed  by  one  official.  Then  fol- 
lowed the  resolution  as  follows: 

"Resolved,  That  as  a  matter  of  economy,  Teunis 
Slingerland  be  dismissed  as  a  Police  ^Magistrate,  and 
that  Philip  Phelps  be  required  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  Police  Magistrate  of  the  City  at  the  com- 
pensation he  is  now  receiving." 

This  was  at  that  time  $300  per  annum.  A  tre- 
mendous war  of  words  followed  the  introduction  of 
tliis  resolution.  Vehement  speeches  were  made  for 
and  against  it,  but  it  was  finally  adopted  bv  a  deci- 
sive majority,  and  "Esquire  Slingerland,"  as  he 
was  known  in  those  days,  was  no  longer  a  terror  to 
evil-doers  as  a  police  magistrate. 

On  April  19,  1824,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council,  the  City  Chamberlain  submitted  a  semi- 
annual report,  showing  that  the  receipts  into  the 
city  treasury  for  the  six  months  previous  were 
$30,886.74.^.  The  disbursements  were  513,005.  72,1. 
An  order  was  entered  directing  the  Chamberlain  to 
purchase  1,000  gallons  of  oil  ofT.  J.  Russell,  at 
36  cents  per  gallon,  to  be  used  in  lighting  the  city. 

It  is  seen  that  Teunis  Slingerland  was  suspended 
from  the  office  of  police  magistrate,  and  Philip 
Phelps  retained  to  discharge  the  duties.  On  Oc- 
tober 3.1,  1824,  Mr.  Phelps  was  removed  and  John 
Gansevoort  was  appointed  in  his  place.  Peter  Wen- 
dell, the  city  physician,  was  also  removed  and  Peter 
Van  O'Linda  succeeded  him.    These  appointment 
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and  removals  were  made  for  political  consideration, 
and  occasioned  much  excitement  at  the  ume. 

On  January  i,  1825,  the  Common  Council  unan- 
imously re-elected  Ambrose  Spencer  ]\Iayor. 

We  have  heretofore  referred  to  lands  owned  by 
the  city.  This  (jue-tion  again  came  up  in  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  March  25,  1825,  in  the  following 
manner:  In  1818,  the  Common  Council  was  au- 
thorized by  law  to  fund  the  city  debt  to  the  amount 
of  $205,000,  which  had  been  incurred  in  city  im- 
provements. In  1820,  the  Common  Council,  find- 
ing they  were  unable  to  pay  this  debt,  a  law  was 
passed  on  the  14th  of  April  of  that  year,  authoriz- 
ing the  Common  Council  to  sell  certain  lands  be- 
longing to  the  city,  not  to  e.xceed  $250,000. 

"The  lots  were  to  be  valued,  put  in  parcels  and 
made  the  prizes.  The  Commissioners  found  they 
could  not  carry  the  lottery  into  effect,  because  the 
prizes  consisted  only  of  lots  of  land.  The  Com- 
mon Council  therefore,  in  1825,  applied  to  the 
Legislature  for  permission  to  sell  their  lands,  and 
be  allowed  the  privilege  of  raising  the  balance  of 
the  amount  in  money  by  selling  tickets  in  the  lot- 
tery created  by  the  act  of  1^20,  and  paying  prizes 
out  of  the  proceeds  in  the  usual  way.  As  this  act 
had  been  passed,  authorizing  the  lottery,  before  the 
constitution  was  amended,  which  prohibited  lotter- 
ies, the  Judiciary  Committee  reported  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  change."  The  newspapers  of  that  day 
— some  of  them — were  very  severe  in  their  com- 
ments on  this  system  of  lotteries  in  which  the  City 
of  Albany  was  engaged.  The  New  York  Evening 
Post,  in  denouncing  the  measure,  said:  "The 
capital  of  the  State,  with  the  aid  of  the  Legislature, 
has  become  an  immense  gambling  establishment." 

In  January,  18 14,  a  law  was  passed  granting  to 
Union  College  the  sum  of  $200,000.  This  sum  was 
to  be  raised  by  lotteries.  It  was  urged  that  this 
mode  of  raising  money  was  immoral;  but  as  Dr. 
Nott,  the  distinguished  Pre>ident  of  the  College, 
favored  it,  the  project  met  the  approval  of  the  Leg- 
islature and  became  a  law. 

In  May,  1825,  the  Common  Council  appointed 
a  committee  to  negotiate  with  Yates  &  ^Iclntyre, 
touching  their  proposition  to  purchase  the  Albany 
City  Lottery  for  the  sum  of  $200,000.  This  nego- 
tiadon  was  subsequently  carried  into  effect,  and 
Yates  &  Mclntyre  became  the  purchasers. 

In  May,  1825,  the  Common  Council  adopted  a 
measure  to  which  the  city,  at  the  present  day,  is 
largely  indebted  for  the  beautiful  shade  trees  that 
embellish  the  Capitol  Park  and  the  grounds  about 
the  Academy,  now  called  Academy  Park.  Previous 
to  that  time  those  grounds,  now  so  pleasant,  were 
an  open  common,  the  resort  of  cattle,  sheep,  and 
hogs.  By  the  act  of  the  Common  Council,  pa  sed 
May  22d,  a  resolution  was  adopted  directing  the 
erection  of  a  substantial  fence  around  these  grounds 
and  inclosures,  and  measures  adopted  for  planting 
trees.  The  expense  of  setting  out  the  trees  was 
largely  defrayed  by  a  generous  subscription  of  the 
citizens.  Thus  the  public  spirit  that  pervaded  the 
Common  Council  and  the  citizens  of  Albany  sixty 
years  ago,  is  a  source  of  beauty  and  comfort  at  the 
present  day. 


The  following  shows  the  financial  condition  of 


the  year  1825: 

Sinking  Fund. 

City  Stock  held  by  Commissioners.  .  .  $6,oco  00 

Albany  Insurance  Stock   2,500  00 

Bonds,  noies  and  interest  due  for 

lands  sold   2,879  67 

Cash  loaned    4.535  00 

"    on  hand   3, 130  SS 

359  Shares  in  Cireat  Western  Turnpike  ^.975  00 

46  Shares  in  Bethlehem  Turnpike..  1,150  CO 

Total   $29,170  55 

Mayor   $400  00 

Chamberlain   500  00 

City  Superintendent   450  00 

Superintendent  of  Alms-house    400  00 

Overseers  of  the  Poor   2CO  00 

Police  Justice   450  00 

"  Constables  (2)   40000 

Deputy  Excise  Officer   200  00 

Cuy  Physician   550  00 

Clerk  of  Common  Council   150  00 

Deputy  Clerk  of  Market   100  00 

Bellringers   40  00 


Total   $3,840  00 

City  Debt. 

Funded   $205,000  00 

Due  on  bonds  to  individuals   40,100  00 

Small  notes  unredeemed   10,300  18 

Total   $255,400  18 


On  May  15,  1S26,  the  negotiations  which  had 
long  been  pending  between  the  City  Authorities 
and  Yates  &  IMcIntyre,  concerning  the  Albany 
City  Lottery,  were  consummated  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Common  Council:  these  gentlemen  agreeing  to 
take  the  management  of  the  lottery  and  pay  the 
city  the  sum  of  $240,795,  to  be  paid  in  five  years. 
The  whole  amount  of  the  valuation  of  the  city 
lands,  which  formed  the  basis  of  this  lottery,  was 
§254,385.  There  were  however  sc>me  reservations. 
The  city  debt  which  this  lottery  was  to  paj'  was 
$250,000. 

The  Chamberlain's  report  of  the  business  of  his 
office  for  the  year  ending  October,  1826,  shows 
the  receipts  to  have  been  s6o,o6o.  19;  the  expend- 
itures for  the  same  time,  $62,004.98. 

On  the  last  day  of  October,  1829,  the  City 
Chamberlain  submitted  his  report,  showing  the 
amount  of  money  received  into  the  City  Treasurv 
during  that  year  was  $320, 878.  53^.  The  amount 
disbursed  was  $3 1 7,  I  26. 1  5^-.  The  city  had  been 
at  a  large  expense  during  the  year;  two  markets 
had  been  built;  the  City  Hall  begun;  89,804.43 
was  paid  for  the  support  of  the  city  poor;  and  sal- 
aries of  the  city  ofTicers  to  the  amount  of  55,952. 
The  report  of  the  City  Marshal,  presented  to  the 
Common  Council,  July  29,  1S30,  shows  the  popu- 
lation of  the  city  was  as  follows; 


White,  males  ";533 

"     females  1 1,632 

Colored,  males  421 

"        females  630 


Total  24,216 


Of  these,  3, 199  were  aliens. 

The  Common  Council,  from  the  completion  of 
the  Old  Capitol  down  to  the  completion  of  the  City 
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Hall,  held  its  meetings  in  the  Capitol.  This  they 
continued  to  do  till  July  25.  1831,  when  they  held 
their  first  meeting  in  the  City  Hall. 

On  October  4th  the  Mayor's  Court  was  held  for 
the  first  time  in  the  City  Hall,  Recorder  McKown 
presiding.  John  Van  Ness  Yates  tried  the  first 
cause. 

From  1832  to  1835  we  find  no  record  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Common  Council  worthy  of 
note,  until  October  27th  of  the  latter  year,  when 
the  County  Clerk  reported  to  the  Board  that,  ac- 
cording to  a  recent  canvass,  the  population  of  the 
city  was  as  follows : 

Males  13,712 

Females  14,373 

Total  28,085 

There  were  then  4,489  voters  in  the  city.  There 
was  a  universal  dissatisfaction  with  the  returns  \A 
this  census.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil November  9th,  a  committee  was  appomted  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ordering  a  new 
census. 

On  January  i,  1836,  Erastus  Corning  was 
inaugurated  Mayor  of  the  City.  In  that  year  the 
elections  for  members  of  the  Board  took  place  for 
the  first  time  at  the  annual  spring  elections.  The 
following  are  other  measures  which  had  been 
adopted  that  year; 

"The  equalization  of  the  wards;  the  reduction 
of  the  rates  of  ferriage  at  the  Greenbush  Ferry 
from  33  to  50  per  cent. ;  the  improvements  in  the 
basin;  the  improvements  being  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  river;  the  improvement  in  the  city 
finances,  by  which  the  city  debt  had  been  reduced 
$65,000  in  two  years,  and  of  nearly  $269,000  due 
in  18 1 7,  but  $95,000  now  remained  to  be  liqui- 
dated. The  Mayor  called  attention  to  the  impor- 
tance of  supplying  the  city  with  pure  water;  of 
establishing  grades  between  Eagle  and  Lark  streets; 
to  the  near  completion  of  the  Utica  and  Schenec- 
tady Railway  as  a  source  of  increased  business  to 
the  city;  the  prospect  of  an  uninterrupted  railway 
to  Buffalo,  and  tc  the  great  importance  of  a  rail- 
road to  connect  willi  the  Boston  road  at  Stock- 
bridge.  " 

The  Common  Council,  March  28,  1836,  voted  to 
close  the  Lancaster  School  in  Easle  street. 

About  this  time  the  Common  Council  adopted  a 
resolution  to  open  a  space  in  the  pier  between  the 
Columbia  and  State  street  bridges;  also  to  allow 
the  Hudson  and  Mohawk  railroad  to  continue  its 
track  from  Gansevoort  street,  north  to  Ferry 
street.  June  20,  1836,  the  Common  Council  de- 
cided to  widen  Church  street.  The  condition  of 
the  City  finances  was  reported  to  the  Board  on  that 
day  to  be  as  follows: 

Bonds  due  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  fund: 

At  five  per  cent   S75,oco  00 

Bonds  to  St.  Peter's  Church   5,000  00 

Temj^orary  Loani   42^00000 

Award  Maiden  Lane:  balance  due  Mary  Ganse- 

vort  and  Thomas  McElroy   16,383  00 

$138,883  00 

60 


Amount  due  the  city   $117,242  37 

Slocks  held  l)y  the  city   43,120  59 

160,262  96 

Balance  in  favor  of  city  $21,479  9^ 

The  population  of  the  city  in  1840,  as  reported 
by  the  canvassers  to  the  Common  Council  on  De- 
cember 4th  of  that  year,  was  33,627.  This  was 
an  increase  of  about  36  per  cent,  in  the  lapse  of 
ten  years. 

From  1840  to  1850,  we  find  very  few  of  the  re- 
ports of  the  proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 
But  during  this  time  new  streets  were  opened  and 
old  ones  widened  and  extended;  sewers  were  con- 
structed, and  all  the  city  institutions  were  in  a 
prosperous  condition.  The  following  Chamber- 
Iain's  Report,  for  the  year  ending  3.1ay  1,  1850, 
exhibits  the  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  city. 

Says  the  Chamberlain  in  his  report; 

The  aggregate  amount  received  from  all 
sources  during  the  past   year,  including 

$41,668.78,  the  balance  on  liand,  is   $695,366  67 

Expenditure  during  the  same  time   627,635  42 

Leaving  a  balance  May  i,  1S50,  of   $67,731  34 

In  the  year  1844,  when  the  annual  report  of 
the  Chamberlain  was  made,  the  city  had 
available  means,  applicable  to  the  support  of 

the  city  government,  of   $19,464  67 

In  the  year  1845   10,677  81 

"        "    1846   6,797  98 

"  «847   793  70 

"  1848   662  35 

"       "  1849   41.668  78 

"  •850   67,731  34 

"The  large  balance  of  1849,  and  the  still  larger 
of  1850,  are  the  results  of  the  operations  of  the 
law  of  1848.  In  former  years  the  amount  raised 
by  tax  for  support  of  the  city  government  was 
nearly,  if  not  entirely,  exhausted  on  the  1st  of  May, 
by  its  application  to  the  payment  of  temporary 
loans.  These  loans  were  made  in  anticipation  of 
the  annual  taxes,  and  the  means  realized  there- 
from were  required  for  the  ordinary  expenditures 
of  the  city.  By  a  strict  adherence  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  law  above  referred  to,  and  a  due  re- 
gard to  iCvnomy  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs 
of  the  city,  these  temporary  expedients  may  be  in 
a  great  degree,  if  not  entirely,  avoided. 

"  Loans  .and  Interfst. —  The  amount  of  tempo- 
rary and  other  loans  made  during  the  p.ist  year  is 
5190,000. 

During  the  same  period,  the 
amount  paid  and  canceled  by 
the  city  was   $192,008  75 

Cash  paid  to  Trustees  of  Sinking 

Fund  for  same  purpose   178,700  00 

 $370,708  75 

Making  a  diminution  in  the  debt  of  the  city  in 

one  year  of    $180,708  75 

The  amount  raised  by  tax  during  the  past  year 

on  account  of  interest  on  the  city  debt  was.  .  45,500  00 

Amount  received  from  the  .-\lbany  and  Schenec- 
tady Railroad  Company,  and  other  sources.  9,830  74 

Making  a  total  of   f55.3jO  74 

The  expenditure  for  the  same  time   61,991  11 

Leaving  a  deficiency  of   S6,66o  37 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


"This  deficiency  was  caused  by  the  accumuhition 
of  interest  on  the  bonds  held  by  the  State,  and 
M'hich  were  paid  and  canceled  by  carryinij  into 
effect  the  law  of  1849,  above  referred  to." 

In  the  Mayor's  statement  on  the  financial  con- 
dition of  the  city,  he  gives  the  following  : 

"On  the  first  of  May,  1S48,  the  debt  of  the  city 
(exclusive  of  certain  loans  so  amply  secured  that 
they  cannot  be  considered  absolute  liabilities  of 
the  city)  amounted  to  $752,896.93.  Since  that 
date,  this  debt  has  been  reduced  $211,764.90;  and 
the  exact  amount  of  the  same  at  this  time  is  $541,- 
132.03. 

"The  population  of  the  city  as  shown  by  the  last 
census,  which  was  taken  in  1845,  was  42,189. 
The  increase  during  the  then  previous  five  years 
was  8, 476.  The  census  of  this  year  will  probably 
show  the  present  population  to  be  over  50,000. 

"The  value  of  the  ta.xable  property  in  the 
city,  as  shown  by  the  assessment  rolls  returned 
to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  November,  1849, 
was  $11,971,203. 

"The  taxable  property  in  the  City  of  Albany  at 
this  time  may  safely  be  estimated  at  $18,000,000." 

There  are  no  printed  minutes  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Albany  before  October  6, 
1858.  The  minutes  of  December  6,  1858,  are  the 
first  which  we  can  find. 

At  this  time  Hon.  Eli  Perry  was  Mayor;  Hon. 
William  S.  Paddock,  Recorder. 

Aldermen:  James  Schuyler,  one  year;  Henry 
Mix,  two  years,  First  Ward.  Michael  Delehanty, 
one  year;  Thomas  Schuyler,  two  years,  Second 
Ward.  Nehemiah  Osborne,  one  year;  Isaac  N. 
Keeler,  two  years.  Third  Ward.  Philip  Wendell, 
one  year;  Horace  L.  Emery,  two  years.  Fourth 
Ward.  Albion  Ransom,  one  year;  Charles  B.  Red- 
field,  two  years,  Fifth  Ward.  James  A.  Wilson, 
one  year;  George  H.  Thacher,  two  years,  Sixth 
Ward.  Thomas  Kearney,  one  year;  Thomas  Mat- 
timore,  two  years.  Seventh  Ward.  John  Evers, 
one  year;  Martin  White,  two  years,  Eighth  Ward. 
E.  L.  Judson,  one  year;  Charles  Bell,  two  years. 
Ninth  Ward.  Cnarles  W.  Bender,  one  year;  Will- 
iam P.  Brayton,  two  years,  Tenth  Ward. 

City  Officers. — Henry  A.  Clement, Clerk ;  Joseph 
C.  Y.  Paige,  Chamberlain  and  Deputy  Excise  Offi- 
cer; Louis  Wiles,  Deputy  Chamberlain  and  Re- 
ceiver of  Taxes;  Henry  T.  Bradt,  Marshal;  John  1 
B.  Surtevant,  Attorney;  R.  H.  Bingham,  Surveyor; 
Jacob  C.  Koonz,  Assistant  Surveyor;  William  H. 
Craig,  Alms-house  Pliysician;  George  H.  Herbert, 
Overseer  of  the  Poor;  William  Hurst,  Superintend- 
ent of  Alms-house;  William  T.  Wooley,  Inspector 
of  Weights  and  Measures;  Philip  Fredenrich, 
Superintendent  of  Markets;  Hiram  Gilbert,  Su- 
perintendent of  Northern  District;  John  Franks, 
Superintendent  Southern  District;  Edward  Bailey, 
Superintendent  of  Lamps;  James  Kinnear,  Chief 
Engineer  Fire  Department;  John  Donahoc,  Super- 
intendent of  Hose  Depot;  Belknap, 

President  Fire  Department;  Vissther  Ten  Eyck, 
Treasurer  Fire  Dcparlment;  Thomas  Wilson,  Sec- 
retary of  Fire  Department;  Archibald  Young,  Col- 


lector; George  W. Carpenter,  Superintendent  Water- 
works; F>astus  Corning,  John  Taylor,  Visscher 
Ten  Eyck,  John  L.  Schoolcraft,  John  McKniu'ht, 
Water  Commissioners;  J.  J.  Gallup,  one  year,  Will- 
iam C.  McHarg,  two  years,  Henry  P.  Nugent, 
three  years,  Justices  of  Justices'  Court. 

The  Supervisors  for  this  year  appear  in  the  His- 
tory of  the  Supervisors. 

James  Bo}le,  one  year;  I.  Cunningham,  two 
years;  Richard  D.  Betts,  three  years.  City  A«sessors. 
John  O.  Cole,  John  Simpson,  John  Tracy,  Henry 
Russelt,  William  A.  Rice,  William  A.  Young, 
George  W.  Carpenter,  Eli  Perry,  C.  L.  Austin, 
School  Commissioners.  Amos  Adams,  Chief  of 
Police.  John  O.  Cole,  one  year;  S.  H.  PI.  Par- 
sons, three  years.  Police  Justices.  The  Mayor, 
two  Police  Justices,  Visscher  Ten  Eyck,  John  Mc- 
Knight,  Police  Commissioners.  John  A.  Hyatt, 
Dock-master. 

The  report  of  the  City  Chamberlain  shows  the 
following  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  year 
ending  November  i,  1858: 

Receipts   $505>552  76 

Disbursements  were  the  same  in  amount. 

According  to  a  resolution  of  the  Board,  passed 
May  17,  1 8 59,  J.  B.  Sturtevant,  City  Attorney, 
submitted  his  report  September  6,  1859,  by  which 
it  appears  there  were  61  causes  on  his  calendar  in 
various  stages  of  progress. 

By  the  Chamberlain's  report  of  September  19, 
1859,  a  large  number  of  lots  appear  to  have  been 
sold  by  the  city,  subject  to  quit  rents  at  that 
time  due  the  Corporation.  Another  report  shows 
the  lands  on  which  the  rents  have  been  commuted 
and  released  by  the  city,  with  the  amount  received 
for  such  commutations,  where  and  by  whom  paid, 
commencing  May  3,  1843. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board,  May  7, 
i860 — present:  George  H.  Thacher,  Mayor;  C.  L. 
Austin,  Recorder — the  following  Aldermen  were 
sworn  in  :  Owen  Golden,  First  Ward;  ^Michael 
Delehanty,  Second  Ward;  John  C.  Feltman,  Third 
Ward;  Philip  Wendell,  Fouith  Ward;  James  I. 
Johnson,  Fifth  Ward;  Alanson  A.  Sumner,  Sixth 
Ward;  Terence  J.  Quin,  Seventh  Ward;  John 
Evers,  Eighth  Ward;  Wm.  J.  Humphrey,  Ninth 
Ward:  George  W.  Luther,  Tenth  Ward.  Henry 
A.  Allen  was  appointed  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the 
Sixth  Ward  made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Thacher,  May  i,  i860. 

Martin  Delehanty,  Clerk;  Clinton  Cassidy,  City 
Attorney;  Bartho'omew  Judge,  City  Marshal; 
James  L.  Babcock,  Alms-house  Physician;  \\'m. 
L.  Osborn,  Overseer  of  the  Poor;  John  Hart, 
Clerk  City  Superintendent;  Wm.  T.  Wooley.  In- 
spector Weights  and  Measures;  Reuben  H.  Bing- 
ham, City  Surveyor;  James  Brown.  Assistant  City 
Surveyor. 

Ward  Physici.axs. — Cornelius  D.  Mosher,  First 
Ward;  James  Cox,  Second  Ward;  Charles  P.  Staats, 
'I'hird  Ward;  Oscar  H.  Young,  Fourth  Ward; 
Frederick  C.  Adams,  Fifih  and  Sixth  Wards;  |ohn 
J.  Myers,  Seventh  Ward;  Addison  S.  Harlow 
Eighth  Ward;  O.  C.  Alexander,  Tenth  Ward. 


.i  (0;i  .■■;.T.- 

■   -1/    .-.-0     "  ■■-■■■-\  '     .:'■'!,:.  ,-u''t  -.f, 


II'!;.-'-  -'i-iT!  \-)/n:;  r;-'; 


"     ■  ■  :  ••  -.1  ..oil  T^'.  " 

•  ■    ,     ■    -  -  ,  ;  '  ^ ;    ;  n:;.-;  A 

...    ,  ■     .  .i        .J.'.'':  •■  - 

•  ..■  .  .J  ;,.V;:;ioH.,2;-.;X  r''"- 

,  -    ."         '      '.i,   ■■  ''rL'V .v:      j, ■-■j;C;;.in 

.''  '  '•T;;';-r.    •'•'.;;:>■(  ^^no.i^^; 

■'     '  -  ,  ,  '  or;'  ,n''^i"'':!  ■'i 

:'  ■■■■:':r..- .V;      ;/.'■;  )  id.n!-i 

r         I  .noi,{^:      ,i  ;t;i:. 

;;.•'./•'  ■        ^l";:'G  1^; ;  n!;;!-K..io's  -  i 


=  1 


MUNICIPAL  HISTORV  OF  THE  CUT  OF  ALBAXY. 


475 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  June  25,1860.  the 
City  Attorney  gave  his  opinion  that  "  there  is  no 
authority  for  llie  expense  of  hiving  crosswalks 
being  made  a  general  tax." 

The  report  of  the  Chamberlain  for  the  year 
ending  November  i,  i860,  shows: 

Balance  on  hand  Nov.  i,  1859   $24,210  31 

Receipts  for  current  year   448,418  58 

 S472.628  89 

Disbursements  $423,276  93 

On  hand  Nov.  I,  1S60   49>35i  96 

 $472,628  89 

On  May  7,  1861,  the  Board  met  for  the  purpose 
of  organizing. 

The  following  newly  elected  Aldermen  were 
sworn  in,  and  took  their  seats,  viz. :  John  Tracey, 
First  Ward;  Lemuel  IM.  Rodgers,  Second  Ward; 
John  W.  Harcourt,  Third  \^'ard;  Wm.  Hastings, 


Fourth  Ward;  Frastus  Corning,  Jr.,  Fifth  Ward; 
Samuel  Anable,  Si.xth  \\'ard;  Patrick  ^I.  McCal!,' 
Eighth  Ward;  John  Philips,  Xinlli  Ward;  Jo^cpii 
L.  Rice,  Tenth  Ward. 

IMartin  Delehanty,  Clerk;  Clinton  Cassidy,  City 
Attorney;  Bartholomew  Judge,  City  Marshal; 
Thomas  Smith,  Alms-house  Physician;  Wm.  L. 
Osborn,  Overseer  of  Poor;  Wm.  C.  Birmingliam, 

,  Clerk  City  Superintendent;  Wm.  T.  Wooley.  In- 
spector Weights  and  Measures;  R.  H.  Bingham, 

,  City  Surveyor;  James  Brown,  Assistant  City  Sur- 

I  veyor. 

Ward  Physicians. — Geo.  Steinert,  First  Ward; 
James  Cox,  Second  Ward;  Henry  Case,  Third 
Ward;  Peter  E.  Sickler,  Fourth  Ward;  F.  C. 
Adams,  Fifth  and  Sixth  Wards;  loseph  N.  North- 
rup.  Eighth  Ward;  Charles  H.  Smith,  Ninth  Ward; 
L.  P.  Van  Hoesen,  Tenth  Ward. 


The  details  of  the  City  Bonded  Debt,  contracted  prior  to  May  1,1848,  are  shown  in  the  following  table, 
which  does  not,  however,  include  the  loan  on  the  Western  Railroad  Corporation. 


Bonds. 
When  Payable. 


On  demand . 

In  1862   

In  1864.... 
In  1865.  ... 
In  1866.... 
In  1867.... 
In  1868  . .  .  . 
In  1869. ... 
In  1870. . .  . 
In  1871.... 

In  1872  

In  1873,... 
In  1874. . .  . 


Rate  of  Lnterest. 


5  per  cent. 


$50,000 


21,000 
20,000 
20,000 
20,000 
19,000 


$150,000 


6  per  cent.  ,7  per  cent. 


$4,350 
20,000 


100,000 
75,000 
20,000 
20,000 
10,000 


$249,350 


$1,500 


$1,500 


Interest,  Whe.n  and  Where  Payable. 


At  Chamberlain's  Office  

In  New  York,  ist  January  and  July.  . . 
In  Boston,  ist  May  and  November  . .  . 

"         l5-t  January  and  July  

At  Chamberlain's  OlTice.  

In  New  York,  1st  January  and  July.  . . 

"  1st  June  and  December. 


Total. 


S5.850 

20,OCO 

50,000 

103,000 
75, COO 
20, 00  3 
20,000 
10,000 
2I,0CO 
20,000 
20.000 
20,000 
19.000 

$400,000 


Since  1851  the  city  has  been  gradually  reducing 
its  debt. 

November    i,    1 851,     the    city   debt  proper 

amounted  to   $626,532.03 

Paid  in  year  ending  Nov.  i,  1852,  $47,426.03 
"  "  1853,  26,000.00 
"  "  1854,  3,000.00 
1855,  23,590.00 
"  "  1856,  39,00000 
"  "  1857,  7,300.00 
"  "  1858,  17,966.00 
"  "  1859.  20,800.00 
"  "  i860,  20,600.00 
"        "         1861,  20,000.00 

 $225,682.03 


Balance,  November  I,  1861  $400,850.00 

The  Chamberlain's  Office  at  Albany  is  a  model 
of  industry,  order  and  efficiency.  It  is  believed 
that  there  is  no  other  public  oflice  in  this  State 
where  so  much  is  done  at  so  little  expense,  and  by 
so  small  a  force. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  was  held 
May  6,  1862.  Hon.  Eli  Perry,  Mayor;  Hon. 
Charles  L.  Austin,  Recorder. 


Aldermen  :  John  Tracey,  Bernard  Reynolds, 
First  Ward;  Lemuel  ^I.  Rogers,  Thomas  McCariv, 
Second  Ward;  John  W.  Harcourt,  John  Kennedy, 
Jr.,  Third  Ward;  William  Hastings,  William  Orr, 
Fourth  Ward;  Erastus Corning,  Jr.,  James  I.  John- 
son, Fifth  Ward  ;  Samuel  Anabel.  Abraham  A. 
Wemple,  Sixth  Ward;  Edward  Mulcahv,  Terence 
J.  Quinn,  Seventh  Ward  :  Michael  A.  Sheehan, 
Thomas  J.  Cowell,  Eighth  Ward  ;  John  Phillips, 
George  I.  Amsdell,  Ninth  Ward;  Joseph  T.  Rice, 
Edward  Wilson,  Tenth  Ward. 

CiTT  Officers. — Martin  Delehanty,  Clerk  ; 
Joseph  C.  Y.  Paige.  Chamberlain  and  Dep- 
uty Excise  Officer;  Lewis  Wiles,  Deputy  Chamber- 
lain and  Receiver  ot  Taxes ;  A.  Cuyler  Ten 
Eyck,  Marshal  ;  Clinton  Cassidy,  .Attorney;  R.  H. 
Bingham,  Surveyor;  [ames  Brown,  Assistant  Sur- 
veyor;  Owen  Golden,  Alms-house  Physician; 
Samuel  C.  Harris,  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Meis- 
ures;  William  Hartneit,  Superintendent  of  .Mar- 
kets; James  Allen,  Superintendent  N.  D. ;  Richard 
Carr,  Jr.,  Superintendent  S.  D. ;  Patrick  Powers, 
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Superintendent  of  Lamps;  John  J.  Riley,  Clerk  of 
City  Superintendents;  James  IM'.  Quade,  Chief  En- 
gineer, Fire  Department;  Thomas  Fayles,  Charles 
Lightfoot,  John  Daly,  Patrick  Campion,  Ass  st- 
ants;  John  Donohue,  Superintendent  Hose  De- 
pot; George  E.  Latham,  President  Fire  Depart- 
ment; George  W.  Carpenter,  Superintendent  of 
Water-works ;  Erastus  Corning,  John  Taylor, 
Visscher  Ten  Eyck,  Henry  H.  ^Martin,  James 
Kidd,  Water  Commissioners. 

John  O.  Cole,  two  years,  S.  H.  H.  Parsons, 
four  years.  Police  Justices;  J.  J.  Gallup,  one 
)'ear,  William  Gillespie,  two  years,  H.  P.  Nugent, 
three  years,  Justices  of  Justices'  Court ;  John  L. 
Hyatt,  Dock-master. 

The  report   of  the  Chamberlain  for  the  year 
ending  November  i,  1862,  shows  : 

Balance  on  hand  Nov.  i,  1861   $40,906.40 

Receipts  for  current  year   525,749.14 

 $566,652.54 

Disbursements  $463, 528. 19 

On  hand  Nov.  1,1862   103,124.35 

 $566,652.54 

The  city  reduced  its  debt  this  year  $20,000,  leav- 
ing a  balance  November  i,  1862,  of  $380,850. 

An  organization  of  the  New  Board  was  made 
May  5,  1863.     Eli  Perry,  Mayor. 

Aldermen  :  John  Tracey,  First  Ward;  Lemuel 
M.  Rogers,  Second  Ward;  James  IMcIntyre,  Third 
Ward;  Francis  N.  Sill,  Fourth  Ward;  Erastus  Corn- 
ing, Jr.,  Fifth  Ward;  John  R.  McCollum,  Sixth 
Ward;  Edward  Mulcahy,  Seventh  Ward;  James 
C.  Nolan,  P2ighth  Ward;  Richard  B^rhydt,  Ninih 
Ward;  William  Gould,  Tenth  Ward.  Alartin  Del- 
ehanty,  Clerk  ;  Samuel  Hand,  Attorney;  L.  P.  ! 
Van  Hoesen,  Alms  house-Physician;  Owen  Golden, 
Superintendent  of  Almshouse;  Joseph  Whalen,  In- 
spector of  Weights  and  Measures;  Patrick  Powers, 
Superintendent  of  Lamps;  Erastus  Corning,  Vis- 
scher Ten  Eyck,  Henry  PL  Martin,  James  Kidd, 
Peter  Cagger,  Water  Commissioners.  The  other 
city  officers  are  the  same  as  last  \'ear. 

In  June,  1863,  an  able  paper  was  laid  before  the 
Common  Cour  cil,  requesting  their  immediate  at- 
tention to  a  plan  for  providing  and  opening  a  pub- 
lic park  in  the  City  of  Albany.  The  paper  is  long, 
but  is  ably  written,  urging  the  necessity  of  a  place 
of  beauty  in  which  the  working  and  the  business 
men  of  the  city  might  seek  rest  and  pleasure,  with 
their  families,  withm  their  own  city. 

On  September  12,  1863,  Articles  of  Association 
were  made  and  entered  into,  under  and  pursuant 
to  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  .-^ct  to  Au- 
thorize the  Formation  of  Railroad  Corporations,  and 
to  Regulate  the  Same."  The  name  of  the  said  as- 
sociation or  company  was  to  be  the  Albany 
Railway. 

City  finances  from  November  i,  1862,  to  No- 
vember I,  1S63: 

Balance  on  hand,  Nov.  i,  1S62  .  $103,124  35 
Receipts  for  current  year   608,422  86 

 $711,547  21 

Disbursements   $607,946  69 

On  hand  Nov.  i,  1863   103,600  52 

  $711,547  21 


On  May  3,  1864,  the  Board  met  at  their  an- 
nual meeting.  Eli  Perry,  Mayor.  William  S. 
Paddock,  Recorder. 

Aldermen  :  Bernard  Reynolds,  First  Ward; 
Thomas  McCarty,  Second  Ward;  John  Kennedy, 
Jr.,  Third  Ward;  Le  Grand  Bancroft,  Fourth 
Ward;  James  I.  Johnson,  Fifth  Ward;  Lemon 
Thomson,  Sixth  Ward  ;  Bartholomew  Judge, 
Seventh  \Vard;  Edward  I.  Kearney,  Eighth  Ward; 
George  I.  Amsdell.  Ninth  Ward;  Wiiliam  Gould 
(to  fill  vacancy),  Edmund  L.  Judson  (for  full  term), 
Tenth  Ward. 

Jeptha  R.  Boulware,  Alms-house  Physician. 

Annual  report  of  the  Chamberlain's  office  for  the 
year  ending  November  i,  1S64: 

Balance  on  hand,  Nov.  i,  1863.  $103,600  22 
Receipts  for  current  year   756,936  S2 

  $863,737  04 

Disbursements   $796,981  34 

On  hand  Nov.  I,  1864   66,555  7° 

  5863,737  04 

City  Bonded  Debt  Paid  sinxe  1851.- — The 
city  debt  proper  amounted  on  November  i, 
1841,  to  $626,532.03.  June  14,  1864,  issue  of 
City  Bonds,  $100,000,  making  a  total  of  $726,- 
532.03.  Since  November  i,  1851,  there  has  been 
paid  $295,682.03,  leaving  a  balance  November  i, 
1864,  of  5430,850. 

On  May  2,  1S65,  the  Board  convened  for  the 
annual  meeting,  at  which  time  the  new  members 
of  the  Board  were  sworn  in  by  Mayor  Perry.  \\'m. 
S.  Paddock,  Recorder. 

Timothy  Sullivan,  First  Ward;  Thomas  Mul- 
hall,  Second  Ward;  John  C.  Ward,  Third  Ward; 
H.  D.  Burlingame,  P"ourth  Ward;  John  N.  Parker, 
Fifth  Ward;  William  Dalton,  Sixth  V\'ard;  An- 
drew Kean,  Seventh  Ward;  Charles  T.  Shepard, 
Eighth  Ward;  Ricfiard  Barhydt,  Ninth  Ward;  John 
B.  Sturtevant,  Tenth  Ward. 

James  Mclntyre,  Deputy  Chamberlain  and  Re- 
ceiver of  Taxes;  Charles  A.  Hills,  Assistant; 
L.  lS\.  Rodgers,  Superintendent  of  Alms-house. 

Alderman  INIcCarty  offered  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the  application  made  by  the  Legislature 
concerning  the  terms  that  the  City  of  Albanv  otTered 
for  having  the  New  Capitol  located  in  the  city. 

The  Mayor,  on  February  23,  1S65,  by  the 
authority  of  the  Common  Council,  made  a  com- 
munication to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  offering, 
on  behalf  of  the  State,  the  property  known  as 
"Congress  Hall  Block,  in  case  the  Legislature 
should  pass  a  law  for  the  erection  of  a  New  Capitol, 
and  locate  the  same  upon  the  site  of  the  present 
Capitol  and  the  grounds  adjacent. 

"  The  Legislature  accepted  the  proposition  and 
passed  the  law  for  erecting  the  New  Capitol  at 
Albany;  therefore 

"  Resolved,  That  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the 
Legislature  be  and  the  same  are  accepted  by  this 
Board,  and  this  Board  do  purchase  and  cause  to 
be  conv.eved  to  the  State  the  property  before 
specified."  This  property  was  purchased  bv  the 
Common  Council  for  the  sum  of  $125,555,  ^"^1  in 
September  of  that  year  was  deeded  to  the  State. 
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The  Chamberlain's  report  for  the  year  ending 
November  i,  1865,  is  as  follows: 

Balance  on  hand  Nov.  i,  1864, .  $66,555  7° 
Keceipts  for  current  year   905. 457  60 

— ■  $972,013  30 

Disbursements   5883,210  77 

On  hand  Nov.  i,  1864   88, 802  53 

 $972,013  30 

A  special  meeting  was  called  January  22,  1866, 
to  consider  the  method  of  providing  for  the  pur- 
chase money  of  the  Congress  Hall  Block,  and  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  City  Bonds  for  the  payment 
of  the  same.  The  following  resolution  was 
adopted: 

"Resolved,  That,  pursuant  to  authority  conferred 
upon  the  Board  by  Chap.  2,  Laws  of  New  York, 
passed  January  12,  1866,  the  Chamberlain,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Finance  Committee,  be  and  he 
is  authorized  to  negotiate,  upon  such  terms  as  may 
be  deemed  best  for  the  interests  of  the  city,  a  loan 
of  $190,000,  bearing  interest  from  the  first  day  of 
February  next,  at  the  rate  of  si.\  per  cent,  per 
annum,  payable  semi-annually,  and  the  principal 
to  be  reimbursed  as  follows:  Si 0,000  at  the  expi- 
ration of  nineteen  years  from  the  first  of  February, 
and  the  sum  of  $20,000  in  each  succeeding  year 
thereafter  till  all  is  paid." 

May  I,  1866. —  Hon.  George  H.  Thacher, 
Mayor. 

Aldermen:  Michael  Murphy,  First  Ward; 
Thomas  Farrell,  Second  Ward;  William  H.  Tay- 
lor, Third  Ward;  William  M.  Gregory,  Fourth 
Ward;  Peter  M.  Carmichael,  Fifth  Ward;  Lemon 
Thomson,  Sixth  Ward;  Bartholomew  Judge,  Sev- 
enth Ward;  James  II  Walsh,  Eighth  Ward;  Bor- 
den H.  Mills,  Ninth  Ward;  Edmund  L.  Judson, 
Tenth  Ward. 

City  Officers.  —  George  W.  Warren,  Clerk; 
Joseph  C.  Y.  Paige,  Chamberlain;  Samuel  Moffatt, 
Charles  A.  Hills,  Deputy  Chamberlains  and  Re- 
ceivers of  Taxes;  Henry  iNIcBride,  Marshal; 
William  H.  Greene,  Attorney;  R.  PL  Bingham, 
Surveyor;  Henry  T.  Carpenter,  Assistant  Surveyor; 
William  Craig,  Alms-house  Physician;  James  Pet- 
tit,  Overseer  of  Poor;  Lemuel  Rodgers,  Superin- 
tendent of  Alms-house;  Richard  Groom,  Inspector 
of  Weights  and  Measures;  Albert  Goodwin,  Super- 
intendent of  N.  S. ;  Cyrus  L.  Woodruff,  Superin- 
tendent of  S.  S. ;  Frank  E.  Cuyler,  Clerk  of  Su- 
perintendents; George  Searles,  Superintendent  of 
Markets;  James  ?tIcQuadc,  Chief  Engineer  of  Fire 
Departments;  William  Thompson,  J.  C.  Griffin, 
Patrick  Campion,  William  H.  Smith,  Assistants; 
Edward  Scannell,  Superintendent  Hose  Depot; 
James  H.  Mulligan,  President  Fire  Department; 
Vischer  Ten  Eyck,  Treasurer;  John  R.  Stewart, 
Secretary;  George  W.  Carpenter,  Superintendent 
of  Water- works;  Erastus  Corning,  James  Kidd, 
VisscherTcn  f^yck,  Henry  H.Martin,  Peter  Cagger, 
Water  Commissioners. 

William  C.  Schuyler,  Henry  P.  Nugent,  John  J. 
Gallup,  justices  of  Justices' Court;  John  O.  Cole, 
S.  H.  H.  Parsons,  Police  Justices;  Marshal  Tcb- 
but,  Superintendent  of  Lamps;   Campbell  Allen, 


Superintendent  of  Police;  John  L.  Hyatt,  Dock- 
master. 

Receipts  and  disbursements  at  the  Chamberlain's 
office  from  November  i,  1S65,  to  November  i, 
iS66! 

Balance  on  hand  Nov.  i,  1865 .  .  $88,802  53 
Receipts  for  current  year   961,026  75 

  $1,049,829  28 

Disbursements  $978,037  71 

On  hand  Nov.  i,  1866   7'. 791  57 

 $1,049,829  28 

The  Common  Council  met  Mav  7,1867.  George 
H.  Thacher,  jMayor;  William  S.  Paddock,  Re- 
corder. 

Aldermen:  Timothy  Sullivan,  Thomas  Mulhall, 
Nehemiah  Osborn,  Adam  Cook,  John  N.  Parker, 
Abraham  A.  Wemple,  Oscar  L.  Hascy,  George  E. 
Latham,  Robert  Lenox  Banks  and  John  B.  Sturle- 
vant. 

William  Morgan  was  appointed  Assistant  Over- 
seer of  the  Poor,  and  T.  J.  Grogan,  President  of  the 
Fire  Department. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Chamberlain  was  as 
follows: 

Balance  on  hand  Nov.  I,  1866...  $71,791  57 
Receipts  for  current  year   807,657  17 

 $879,448  74 

Disbursements  S8oo,8i6  27 

On  hand  Nov.  i,  1867   78,632  47 

  $879,448  74 

Regular  meeting  of  the  Board,  May  5,  1868 — 
Charles  E.  Bleecker,  ?kIayor;  Simon  W.  Rosendale, 
Recorder. 

Aldermen:  Hugh  McCann,  Alexander  Kennedy, 
Jonathan  E.  Herrick,  Charles  D.  Mills,  George 
Evans,  James  E.  Walker,  Michael  Lyman,  Michael 
S.  ]McGue,  Adam  W.  Smith  and  Charles  G.  Craft. 

City  Officers. — Isaac  Vanderpoel,  Attorney; 
Charles  P.  Staats,  Alms-house  Physician:  A.  Cuyler 
Ten  Eyck,  Marshal;  William  L.  Osborne,  Overseer 
of  the  Poor;  Daniel  O'Keefe,  Inspector  of  Weights 
and  Measures;  James  Brennan,  Superintendent  S. 
S. ;  Richard  Barhydt,  Superintendent  N.  S. ;  Will- 
iam E.  Murphy,  Clerk  of  Street  Superintendents; 
J.  J.  Huber,  Superintendent  of  Lamps. 

Fire  Commissioners:  C.  E.  Bleecker,  Mayor, 
President;  |.  C.  Cuyler,  Secretary;  Lansing  Pruyn, 
M.  B.  V.  Winne,  George  Curler  and  Edward  Wil- 
son.   James  McQuade,  Chief  of  Fire  Department. 

The  Common  Council,  in  December,  1S67,  ap- 
propriated the  sum  of  si  5, ceo  for  the  construction 
I  of  a  fire  alarm  telegraph  for  the  City  of  .Albanv.  and 
in  June,  1868,  the  working  of  the  fire  alarm  tele- 
graph, which  had  been  constructed,  was  voted 
placed  under  the  control  and  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners. 

On  March  16,  1S68,  proposals  were  advertised 
for  the  erection  of  a  public  building,  to  be  erected 
on  the  Market  lot.    On  June  30th,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  sum  of  $50,000  be  appropriated  for  the 
erection  of  a  building  on  the  present  market  site  in 
South  Pearl  street,  to  accommodate  the  Second 
!  Police  precinct.  Police  Commissioners,  Fire  Com- 
j  niissioners.  Chief  of  Fire  Department,  Police  Court, 
I  Justices'  Court  and  Overseer  of  the  Poor. 
1      The  Chamberlain's  report  for  the  year  shows: 
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Balance  on  hand  Nov.  j,  1S67  .  .  .  $78,632  47 
Receipts  for  current  year   890,307  19 

  <968,939  66 

Disbursements  $871,155  63 

On  hand  Nov.  i,  iS6S   97.784  03 

  $968,939  66 

The  new  Board  was  organized  May  4,  1869 — 
Charles  E.  Bleecker,  Mayor;  Simon  W.  Rosendale, 
Recorder. 

Aldermen:  John  Burke,  Thomas  Mulhall,  Nche- 
miah  Osborn,  Peter  Poland,  John  N.  Parker,  Ralph 
W.  Thacher,  Terence  J.  Quinn,  \Vm.  B.  Scott, 
Albert  C.  Judson,  Andrew  M.  Combs. 

City  Officers. — IMartin  Delehanty,  Clerk  of  the 
Common  Council:  Joseph  C.  Y.  Paige,  Chamber- 
lain; Thomas  A.  Stuart,  Deputy  Chamberlain  and 
Receiver  of  Ta.xes;  A.  C.  Ten  Eyck,  Marshal; 
E.  J.  Meegan,  Attorney;  James  Browne,  Surveyor; 
Charles  P.  Staats,  Alms-house  Phy.^ician;  William 
Osborn,  Overseer  of  the  Poor;  Lemuel  M.  Rodgers, 
Superintendent  of  Alms-house:  Thomas  Whalen, 
Inspector  of  Weights  and  i\Ieasures;  Richard  Bar- 
hydt.  Superintendent  of  Streets,  S.  S. ;  J.  J.  Huber, 
Superintendent  of  Lamps;  John  Flood,  Clerk  of 
Street  Superintendent.  Fire  Commissioners:  C.  E.- 
Bleecker,  Mavor,  President;  J.  C.  Cuylcr,  Secretary; 
M.  N.  Nolan. 

Chamuerlain's  Report. 

Balance  on  hand  Nov.  i,  1868. .  $97,784  03 
Receipts  for  current  year   1,367,647  01 

 $1,465,431  04 

Disbursements  $1,338,109  52 

On  hand  Nov.  i,  1869   127,321  52 

 -$1,465,431  04 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  held 
March  19,  1870,  His  Honor  the  Mayor  said,  that 
on  account  of  the  passage  of  the  New  Charter  by 
the  State  Legislature,  it  became  necessary  to  re-dis- 
trict the  wards,  appoint  Inspectors  of  Election  and 
designate  the  places  for  holding  polls  for  the  com- 
ing charter  election.  The  meeting  was  devoted  to 
these  purposes. 

The  Dongan  Charter  in  1686,  with  few  amend- 
ments, came  down  to  the  revolution.  After  the 
revolution,  with  such  amendments  as  the  State 
Constitution  and  Laws  required,  it  continued  to  be 
the  fundamental  law  of  the  city  until  March  16, 
1870,  when  the  Charter  was  largely  amended  by  an 
Act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  on  that  day.  j 

This  Act  provided  that  the  Corporation,  hitherto 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Ma}  or,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  City  of  Albany,  shall  continue  to 
be  a  body  politic  and  corporate  in  fact  and  in  name, 
by  the  name  of  the  City  of  .\lbany,  and  shall  have  per- 
petual succession,  with  all  the  grants,  powers  and 
privileges  heretofore  had  by  the  said  Mayor,  Alder- 
men and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  Albany,  and 
be  subject  to  all  the  restrictions  and  conditions 
and  possess  all  the  powers  of  a  municipal  corpora- 
tion, under  and  by  virtue  of  the  General  Statutes 
of  the  State. 

2d.  The  Corporation  of  the  City  of  .\lbany  shall  ! 
continue  to  own,  hold  and  possess  all  the  prop-  | 
erty,  rights,  privileges  and  franchises  now  owned,  j 
held  and  possessed  by  the  corporation  heretofore  | 


known  as  the  INIayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty 
of  the  City  of  Albany. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  I\Iay  3,  1870,  George  H. 
Thacher,  Mayor. 

Aldcrmen-at-largc:  Philip  Fitzsimmons,  John 
Evers,  Robert  H.  ]Moore,  William  M.  Van  Ant- 
werp. 

Aldermen:  John  Burke,  First  Ward;  James  H. 
Simmons,  Second  Ward;  James  Quin,  Third 
Ward;  John  Stuart,  Fourth  Ward;  Matthew  Quin, 
Fifth  Ward;  Royal  Bancroft,  Sixth  Ward;  John  N. 
Parker,  Seventh  Ward;  James  Morris,  Eighth 
\\'ard;  Terence  }.  Quinn,  Ninth  Ward;  John 
Laughlin,  Tenth  Ward:  William  B.  Scott,  Eleventh 
Ward;  James  Allen,  Twelfth  Ward:  Albert  C.  Jud- 
son, Thirteenth  Ward;  Charles  Senrick,  Fourteenth 
Ward;  Benjamin  V.  Z.  Wemple,  Fifteenth  Ward; 
Cornelius  Hill,  Sixteenth  Ward. 

City  Officers: — Thomas  J.  Lanahan,  First 
Clerk;  Thomas  Hogan,  Second  Clerk;  Lucius  G. 
Hoyt,  Inspector. 

Street  Department:  George  H.  Thacher,  ]Mayor; 
Philip  Fitzsimmons,  President  of  Common  Council; 
John  Stuart,  James  Alien,  Albert  C.  Judson,  Alder- 
men; A.  M.  Combs.  Street  Commissioner;  R.  H. 
Bingham,  City  Engineer  and  Surveyor;  J.  C.  Y. 
Paige,  Chamberlain. 

Finance  Department:  George  H.  Thacher, 
Mayor;  Philip  Fitzsimmons,  President  of  Common 
Council;  John  Evers,  Terence  J. Quinn,  William  M. 
Van  Antwerp,  Aldermen;  J.  C.  Y.  Paige,  Cham- 
berlain; Charles  A.  Hills,  Deputy  Chamberlain. 

Law  Department:  John  Evers,  B.  V.  Z.  Wem- 
ple, Aldermen;  F^.  J.  Meegan,  Corporation  Coun- 
sel. 

Daniel  M.  Stinson,  City  Physician;  George  W. 
Hoxie,  Overseer  of  the  Poor;  James  Farley,  Super- 
intendent City  Buildings;  Edward  Brennan,  John 
Daly,  James  Rice,  Assessors;  George  W.  Carpen- 
ter, Superintendent  Water- works. 

In  the  Mayor's  address  he  particularly  mentions 
the  condition  of  the  various  departments  of  the 
city.  During  the  two  last  years  $350,000  was 
addeo.  to  the  bonded  debt.  The  valuation  of  prop- 
erty, previously  high,  had  been  increased  to  the  ex- 
tent of  $2,234,000,  and  the  rate  of  taxation  for 
1869  was  $3.54  per  $ico. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  corporate  life  of  the  city, 
then  over  183  years,  the  veto  power  was  conferred 
upon  the  Mayor. 

About  thirty  suits  were  at  this  time  pending 
against  the  city.  The  aggregate  claims  exceeded 
$160,  coo. 

On  ]\Ionday,  February  13,  1870,  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  City  Chamberlain  showed  the  following: 
Balance  on  hand  Nov.  i,  1S69.  .    $127,321  52 
Receipts  for  current  year   1,510,538  37 

 $1,637,859  89 

Disbur;enients  $1,448,487  36 

On  hand  Nov.  i,  1870   187,372  53 

 ^$1,637,859  89 

The  Park  Commissioners  show  progress  in  the 
improvements  of  Washington  Park;  and  in  the  first 
annual  report  show  the  total  receipts  to  January 
20th  to  have  been  $55,970.39. 
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The  annual  meeting  was  held  INIay  7,  1872 — 
George  H.  Thacher,  Mayor. 

Aldermen:  Robert  H.  Moore,  William  Casey, 
Thomas  MuUiall,  Richard  Bortle,  David  N.  Gla- 
zier, Henry  S.  Van  Santford,  Philip  IMattimorc,  John 
G.  Burch,  James  A.  P'ahy,  Robert  Aspinwall, Thomas 
Cavanaugh,  Townsend  Fondey,  Royal  Bancroft, 
Joseph  j\IcCann,  Albert  Brumaghim. 

Cm-  Officers. — John.G.  Burch,  President;  Hale 
Kingsley,  Clerk;  James  L.  Babcock,  City  Physi- 
cian. 

The  Chamberlain's  report  for  the  year  ending 
November  i,  1872,  is  as  follows: 
Balance  on  hand  Nov.  1,1871..    $366,989  14 
Receipts  for  current  year   1,080,323  18  ' 

 $1,447,312  32 

Disbursements  $1,266,410  28 

On  hand  Nov.  i,  1872    180,902  04 

 $i,447.3'2  32 

William  N.  S.  Sanders  was  appointed  Cliamber- 
lain  of  the  City,  and  John  F.  I3atchelder,  Deputy 
Chamberlain  and  Receiver  of  Taxes. 

In  1874  Mayor  Thacher  was  declared  re-elected, 
but  his  seat  was  contested  by  E.  L.  Judson.  John 

G.  Burch  acted  as  ]Mayor  from  January  28  til! 
April,  1874,  when  E.  L.  Judson  was  decided 
elected  for  the  unexpired  term  of  Thacher  and  also 
the  full  term. 

The  proceedings  of  two  years  of  the  Common 
Council  are  missing  from  the  reports. 

1 876.- -A.  Bleecker  Banks,  Mayor;  John  A. 
Luby,  President  of  Common  Council. 

Aldermen:  George  Krank,  I'irst  Ward;  John  G. 
Schneider,  Second  Ward;  James  H.  Simmons, 
Third  Ward;  Wm.  H.  Keeler,  Fourth  Ward;  Henry 
Van  Hoesen,  Fifth  Ward;  Robert  K.  Oliver,  Sixth 
Ward;S.  H.  H.  Parsons,  Seventh  Ward:  Thomas  A. 
Becket,  Eighth  Ward;  Patrick  Dillon,  Ninth  Ward, 
Conrad  Degen,  Tenth  Ward;  John  A.  Luby, 
Eleventh  Ward;  Thomas  Cavanaugh,  Twelfth  Ward; 
Christian  Schurr,  Thirteenth  Ward;  John  P.  Bradt, 
Fourteenth  Ward;  Michael  J.  Gorman,  Fifteenth 
Ward;  Hiram  Bender,  Sixteenth  Ward. 

Executive  Department:  A.  Bleecker  Banks, 
Mayor;  Francis  S.  Pruyn,  First  Clerk;  A.  Douw 
Lansing,  Second  Clerk;  James  Farley,  Inspector. 

Street  Department:  A.  Bleecker  Banks,  ^layor; 
John  A.  Luby,  President  of  Common  Council; 
Thomas  Cavanaugh,  James  H.  Simmons,  Christian 
Schurr,  Aldermen;  R.  H.  Bingham,  City  Surveyor 
and  Engineer;  Robert  H.  Waterman,  Chamberlain; 
Joseph  McCann,  Street  Commissioner. 

Law  Department:  S.  S.  H.  Parsons,  Thomas 
Cavanaugh,  Thomas  A.  Becket,  .\ldermen;  Gren- 
ville  Tremain,  Corporation  Council. 

P^inance  Department:  A.  Bleecker  Banks.  I\Iayor; 
Robert  H.  Waterman,  Chamberlain;  ]ohn  W.  Har- 
court,  Deputy  Chamberlain;  John  A.  Luby,  Pres- 
ident of  Common  Council;  S.  S.  H.  Parsons, 
Henry  Van  Hoesen,  Thomas  A.  Becket,  Aldermen. 

CiiY  Oi  FiCERS. — Martin  Delehanty, Clerk;  Rolx;rt 

H.  Waterman,  Chamberlain;  Joseph  S.  Paige, 
Chamberlain's  Clerk;  John  W.  Harcourt,  Deputy 
Chamberlain  and  Receiver  of  Taxes;  Charles  A. 
Hills,  Deputy  Receiver  of  Taxes;  Wilham  S.  Pad- 


dock, Recorder;  Reuben  H.  Bingham,  City  Sur- 
veyor and  Engineer;  Henry  Fitch,  Superintendent 
of  Alms-house;  Thomas  J.  Lanahan,  Clerk  of 
Board  of  Contract  and  Apportionment. 

1877. — The  City  Officers  for  the  year  1S77 
the  same  as  those  of  1S76,  with  the  exception  of 
the  following: 

Abraham  Lansing,  Corporation  Council;  Joseph 
McCann,  Street  Commissioner;  Daniel  V.  O'Leary, 
City  Physician. 

187S.- — ^M.  N.  Nolan,  Mayor;  Thomas  Cavan- 
augh, President  of  Common  Council. 

Aldermen  :  John  Zimmerman,  First  Ward; 
Thomas  B.  Franklin,  Second  Ward;  William  A. 
Donahoe,  Third  Ward;  John  T.  Gorman,  Fourth 
Ward;  Isaac  Brilleman,  Fifth  Ward;  William 
Manson,  Sixth  Ward;  James  IMcKinney,  Seventh 
Ward;  James  H.  Flarrigan,  Eighth  Ward;  Patrick 
Dillon,  Ninth  Ward;  Conrad  Degen,  Tenth  Ward; 
David  M.  Alexander,  Eleventh  Ward;  Thomas 
Cavanaugh,  Twelfth  Ward:  Theodore  M.  Amsdell. 
Thirteentli  Ward;  William  Deycrmand,  Fourteenth 
Ward;  Michael  J.  Gorman,  Fifteenth  Ward;  Allston 
Adams,  Sixteenth  Ward. 

Executive  Department:  i\I.  N.  Nolan,  Mayor; 
Desmond  S.  Lamb,  First  Clerk;  William  D. 
Dickerman,  Second  Clerk;  John  J.  Norton,  Third 
Clerk;  Charles  Senrick,  Inspector. 

Street  Department  :  'M.  N.  Nolan,  Mavor ; 
Thomas  Cavanaugh,  President  ;  James  H.  Harri- 
gan, David  M.Alexander, Conrad  Degen,  Aldermen; 
William  H.  Keeler,  Street  Commissioner;  Reuben 
H.  Bingham,  City  Surveyor  and  Engineer;  Lucien 
Tut^s,  Jr.,  Chamberlain. 

Finance  Department:  'M.  N.  Nolan,  IMayor; 
Thomas  Cavanaugh,  President;  Alichael  Gorman, 
William  Deyermand,  Conrad  Degen,  Aldermen; 
Lucien  Tufts,  Jr.,  Chamberlain;  Charles  A.  Hills, 
Deputy  Chamberlain. 

Law  Department:  James  H.  Harrigan,  John  T. 
Gorman,  Allston  Adams,  Aldermen;   Simon  W. 
j  Rosendale,  Corporation  Council. 
I      iNIartin  Delehanty,  Clerk  of  Common  Council: 
Joseph  Y.  Paige,  Chamberlain's  Clerk;  Edward  J. 
i  Giraty,  Deputy  Receiver  of  Taxes:  james  0'B}  rne. 
j  City  Marshal;  IMatthias  Bissikummer,  Deputv;  W. 
I  S.   Paddock,   Recorder;  James  Browne,  Deputy 
Surveyor  and  Engineer:  John  A.    Lubv,  Super- 
'  intendent  of  Alms-house:  James  McQuade,  Chief 
I  P'ngineer  I'ire  Department;  John  Maloy,  Chief  of 
j  Police;  William  J.   Weaver,   William  J.  Flynn, 
I  Henry  T.  Bradt,  City  Assessors;  William  K.  Clute, 
John  C.  Nott,  Police  Justices. 
1S79.  —  M  N.  Nolan,  Mayor. 
Aldermen  :   Thomas  Cavanaugh,   President  of 
Common  Council;  John  Zimmerman.  First  Ward; 
Thomas  B.  Franklin,  Second  Ward;   William  A. 
Donahoe,  Third  \^'ard;  John  T.  Gorman,  Fourth 
Ward;    Isaac    Brilleman,    Fifth  Ward;  William 
Manson,  Sixth  Ward;  James  McKinney,  Seventh 
Ward:  James  H.  Harrigan,  Eighth  Ward;  Edwin 
V.  Kirtland,  Ninth  Ward;  Conrad  Degen,  Tenth 
Ward;    David    M.   Alexander,   Eleventh  Ward; 
Thomas  Cavanaugh,  Twelfth  Ward;  Theodore  M. 
.\msdell.  Thirteenth  Ward;  William  Deyermand, 
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Fourteenth  Ward;  Michael  J.  Gorman,  Fifteenth 
Ward;  Alston  Adams,  Sixteenth  Ward. 

Department  ofhcers  are  the  same  as  last  year. 

Washington  Park  Commissioners  :  John  H.  Van 
Antwerp,  President:  R.  W.  Peckham,  James  D. 
Wasson,  Robert  L.  Johnson,  R.  Leno.x  Banks, 
Daniel  Manning,  George  Dawson,  J.  G.  Fams- 
worth,  Dudley  Olcott. 

Water  Commissioners  :  Visscher  Ten  Eyck, 
Henry  FI.  Martin,  Erastus  Corning,  Jc>hn  M.  Kim- 
ball. Vacancy. 

Police  Commissioners  :  M.  N.  Nolan,  ex  officio, 
President  ;  James  Mclntvre,  .Michael  Schrodt, 
William  M.  Bender,  Richard  B.  Rock. 

Fire  Commissioners  :  M.  N.  Nolan,  ex  officio, 
President;  Jacob  C.  Cuyler,  one  year;  Philip 
O'Brien,  two  years  ;  Anthony  N.  Brad)-,  three 
years;  Henry  S.  Rosenthal,  four  years;  Thomas 
Austin,  five  years. 

1880.  — m'.  N.  Nolan,  Mayor. 

Aldermen  :  Albert  Gallup,  President  of  Com- 
mon Council ;  Peter  Snyder,  First  Ward;  Philip  J. 
McCormick,  Second  \\'ard  ;  William  A.  Donahoe, 
Third  Ward;  John  T.  Gorman,  Fourth  Ward; 
John  Carey,  F"ifth  Ward;  Michael  A.  Murphy, 
Sixth  Ward  ;  James  Carlisle.  Seventh  Ward; 
Michael  Horan  (died).  Eighth  Ward;  INIichael  H. 
Murray,  Ninth  Ward  ;  James  A.  Fahy,  Tenth 
Ward;  William  McEwen,  Eleventh  Ward;  Robert 
Bryce,  Jr.,  Twelfth  Ward;  Samuel  C.  Harris, 
Thirteenth  Ward;  Theodore  D.  Smith,  Jr.,  Four- 
teenth Ward;  Joseph  McCann,  Fifteenth  Ward; 
Albert  Gallup,  Sixteenth  Ward  ;  Henry  C.  Burch, 
Seventeenth  Ward. 

The  new  City  Officers  this  year  were  :  William 
J.  Maher,  Deputy  Chamberlain  and  Receiver  of  j 
Taxes;  Michael  E.  Higgins,  City  Marshal  ;  An-  ! 
thony  Gould,  Recorder;  John  J.  O'Hara,  Deputy  ! 
City  Surveyor  and  Engineer  ;  John  McKenna,  \ 
Superintendent  of  Alms-house;  James  V.  Viggers,  j 
Mayor's  Third  Clerk;  William  J.  Burke,  Inspector 
Public  Buildings. 

The  City  Hall  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the 
morning  of  February  10,  1880. 

Steps  were  immediately  taken  to  rebuild  the  City 
Hall,  and  the  matter  was  intrusted  to  a  Committee  ! 
on  Public  Buildings  and  three  other  members  who 
were  added  to  the  above  committee. 

1881.  — M.  N.  Nolan,  Mayor. 

Aldermen:    Albert  Gallup,  President  of  Com- 
mon Council;    Peter  Snyder,  First  Ward;  Philip  j 
McCormick,  Second  Ward;  William  A.  Donahoe,  : 
Third  Ward;  John  T.  Gorman,  Fourth  Ward;  John  1 
Cjirey,  Fifth  Ward;    Michael  k.  .Murphy,   Sixth  i 
Ward;  James  Carlisle,  Seventh  Ward;  Thomas  A.  j 
Becket,  Eighth  Ward;  Michael  H.  ?tlurray,  Ninth 
Ward;   James  A.  Fahy,  Tenth   Ward;  William 
McEwan,    Eleventh  Ward;     Robert  Bryce,   Jr.,  | 
Twelfth  Ward;    Samuel   C.    Harris,  Thirteenth 
Ward;  Theodore  D.  Smith,  Jr.,  Fourteenth  Ward;  | 
Joseph  McCann  (died).  Fifteenth  Ward;    Albert  I 
Gallup,  Sixteenth  Ward;   Henry  C.  Burch,  Seven-  j 
teenth  Ward. 


City  Officers. — Rufus  W.  Peckham,  Corpora- 
tion Council;  Lawrence  Carey,  Inspector. 

Street  Department:  M.  N.  Nolan,  Mayor;  Albert 
Gallup,  President;  James  Carlisle,  John  T.  Gnr- 
man,  Thomas  A.  Becket,  Aldermen;  William  IL 
Keelcr,  Street  Commissioner;  Reuben  H.  Bingh.ini, 
City  Surveyor;  Charles  E.  Hills,  Chamberlain. 

Finance  Department:  M.  N.  Nolan,  Mayor; 
Albert  Gallup.  President;  Robert  Bryce,  Thecd-re 
Smith.  Jr.,  William  McEwan,  Aldermen;  Chailc-; 
E.  Hills,  Chamberlain;  William  J.  Maher,  Depuiy 
Chamberlain. 

Law  Department:  Theodore  Smith,  Jr. ,  Robert 
Bryce,  William  McEwan,  Aldermen;  Rufus  W, 
Peckham,  Corporation  Counsel. 

1882.  — M.  N.  Nolan,  i\Iayor. 

Aldermen:  William  H.  Murray,  President  Com- 
mon Council;  Peter  Snyder,  First  Ward;  Jeremiah 
Kieley,  Second  Ward;  William  A.  Donahoe,  Third 
Ward;  James  Lyons,  Fourth  Ward;  John  Carey, 
Fifth  Ward;  George  W.  Beck,  Sixth  Ward;  James 
Carlisle,  Seventh  Ward;  Michael  A.  Nolan,  Fjghth 
Ward;  Michael  FI.  Murray,  Ninth  Ward;  James 
A.  Fahy,  Tenth  Ward;  Austin  S.  Kibbee,  Eleventh 
Ward;  Robert  Bryce  (resigned),  Twelfth  Ward; 
Samuel  C.  Harris,  Thirteenth  Ward;  Charles  W. 
Mead,  Fourteenth  Ward;  James  Thornton,  Fif- 
teenth Ward;  William  FI.  Murray,  Sixteenth  Ward; 
lienry  C.  Burch,  Seventeenth  Ward. 

City  Officers. — Flenry  R.  Haskins,  City  Physi- 
cian; Robert  Bryce,  Street  Commissioner. 

Executive  Department  .same  as  last  year. 

Street  Department:  M.  N.  Nolan,  Mayor;  Will- 
iam H.  Murray,  President  Common  Council;  John 
Carey,  James  Lyons,  George  H.  Beck,  Aldermen; 
Robert  Bryce,  Commissioner;  Reuben  H.  Bing- 
ham, Surveyor;  Charles  A.  Hills,  Chamberlain. 

Finance  Department:  M.  N.  Nolan,  Mayor; 
W^illiam  H.  Murray,  President  Common  Council; 

James  Lyon,  John  Carey,  (vacancy). 

Aldermen;  C.  A.  Hills,  Chamberlain;  William  J. 
Maher,  Deputy  Chamberlain. 

Law  Department:  Samuel  C.  Harris, William  H. 
Murray,  Charles  W.  Mead.  Aldermen;  R.  W.  Peck- 
ham, Corporation  Council. 

1883.  — John  Swinburne,  Mayor. 

Aldermen:  William  H.  ?*Iurray,  President  Com- 
mon Council.  .Members  of  the  I3oard  the  same  as 
1882.  with  Patrick  McCann  in  the  vacancy  of  the 
Twelfth  Ward. 

Dep.\rtme\ts. — Executive:  John  Swinburne, 
Mayor;  William  H.  Haskell,  First  Clerk:  George 
D.  Haskell,  Second  Clerk. 

Board  of  Contract  and  .\pportionment:  John 
Swinburne,  Mayor;  William  H.  Murray,  Robert 
Bryce,  Jr.,  Reuben  H.  Bingham,  Charles  A.  PIiUs. 

Board  of  Finance:  John  Swinburne,  William  H. 
Murray,  C.  A.  Hills,  M.  A.  Nolan,  Visscher  Ten 
Eyck. ' 

Trustees  of  Sinking  Fund:  John  Swinburne;  C. 
A-  Hills,  Visscher  Ten  Eyck. 


',1  fiisy.i' ' 

,-;T?.i':;;i!!li  .1-1  a;v'^'->''^ 


•1  ■:t.-;!/.'V  ; 


':,  .  i-)  ..:;,i:n.U,,.?-v.J':  •!. 

-to-:';l  ,Lf:.;'-) 

,  ,i  ,  :   r,fr-v!5.' .b  'i-^' 


"'f"  ..  "       ,       .  .     '  '  '  '  :.,'.,,r 


....  -  .  ■    .  ■,■         .   ,  ■•,„;!  1 


.A 


t 


MUNICIPAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  ALBANY. 


481 


Law  Department:  Samuel  Harris,  William  H. 
Murray,  Charles  W.  Mead;  Henry  Smith, Corpora- 
tion Counsel. 

Board  of  Audit:  'John  Swinburne,  William  H. 
Murray,  C.  A.  Hills. 

Board  of  Health:  lohn  Swinburne,  ex  officio, 
President:  Dr.  A.  \'aiiderveer.  Dr.  S.  B.  Ward, 
Thomas  H.  Dwver,  Robert  Bryce,  Jr.,  John  Nic- 
Kcnna,  R.  H.  'Binuham:  Dr.  D.  V.  O'Leary, 
Health  Phvsician;  E.iward  H.  Long,  Clerk:  James 
konncy,  Lawrence  Carey,  William  D.  Dickerman, 
Inspectors. 

We  have  given  the  names  of  the  principal  otficers 
of  the  CoriH)ration  of  the  City  of  Albany  under  the 
("h.irter  as  amended  by  the  Charter  of  1870. 

On  Ajuil  23,  1S83,  the  Charter  of  the  City  of 
Alhanv  was  again  amended,  of  which  the  following 
is  an  outline: 

This  amendment  retains  all  the  sections,  three 
in  number,  under  Title  i  of  said  act. 

Title  2  of  said  act  defines  the  boundaries  of  the 
seventeen  wards  of  the  city,  one  ward  having  been 
added  since  the  Act  of  1 870, 

The  various  departments  of  the  municipal  gov- 
ernment of  Albany  are  established  in  Tide  2,  as 
follows: 

The  legislative  power  of  said  Corporation  shall 
be  vested  in  a  Board  of  Aldermen,  who  shall  form 
the  C<  )mmon  Council  of  the  City  of  Albany. 

The  Board  of  Aldermen  consists  of  nineteen 
members,  one  Aldermen  to  be  elected  from  each 
of  the  seventeen  wards,  and  two  from  the  city-at- 
lari:e.  To  be  eligible  for  the  office  of  Alderman, 
a  citizen  shall  have  resided  in  the  ward,  and  in  case 
of  each  Aldcrman-at-large,  he  shall  have  resided 
in  tlic  city  for  at  least  one  year  immediately  prior 
to  his  election. 

There  was  chosen  by  the  electors,  according  to 
this  Charter,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  April, 
1SS4,  one  Alderman  from  each  ward,  and  two 
from  the  city-at-large,  to  hold  their  office  for  two  | 
years.    There  is  to  be  a  Charter  election  held  in  j 
the  city  on  the  same  day  in  every  second  year  I 
hereafter  for  the  choice  of  Aldermen. 

The  Common  Council  shall,  biennially,  elect  a 
President  from  its  own  body,  and,  in  his  absence, 
a  I'resident  for  the  time  being,  and  biennially  ap- 
point its  Clerk,  who  shall  receive  a  salary  of  twenty- 
five  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  pavable  monthly. 
He  may  appoint  an  Assistant,  who  shall  have  a  sal- 
ary of  s6co  a  year.  Every  law,  ordinance  or  reso- 
lution of  the  Common  Council,  before  it  takes  ef- 
fect, and  within  five  days  after  its  passage,  must  be 
.sent  to  the  ?^Iayor's  office.  *  *  If  the  Mayor  ap-  } 
prove  of  such  law,  etc.,  he  shall  sign  it,  and  it  shall 
take  effect  immediately.  If  he  does  not  approve 
it,  he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  within  ten 
days  after  it  is  delivered  at  his  office. 

The  Common  Council  are  Commissioners  of 
Highways  in  and  for  said  citv. 

The  Charter  defines  the  laws  and  ordinances  i 
which  the  Common  Council  has  power  to  make,  ' 
and  the  penalties  for  their  violation.  There  are  | 
thirty-si.x  of  those  provisions  or  ordinances.     It  is  1 


provided  that  nothing  in  this  act  sliall  affect  the 
p'jwers,  duties,  rules,  c:)rders,  or  ordinances  or  reg- 
ulations of  the  Board  of  Health,  as  they  exist 
under  the  laws  of  the  State.  The  Common  Coun- 
cil shall  base  power  to  impeach  the  Mayor  by  a 
resolution  passed  by  a  resolution  of  two-thirds  of 
all  the  members  of  the  said  Board. 

The  Executive  Power  of  the  Corporatio.n. — 
The  executive  power  of  the  Corporation  shall  be 
vested  in  the  Mayor.  He  shall  be  elected  at  a 
Charter  election,  and  hold  his  office  for  the  term 
of  two  3'ears,  commencing  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
May  next  afier  his  election;  and  the  Mayor  elected 
at  any  election  held  hereafter  shall  not  be  eligible 
until  one  term  shall  intervene,  and  the  acceptance 
hereafter  of  any  other  elective  office  by  the  [Mayor) 
shall  operate  to  determine  and  end  his  teim  of 
office  as  ]\Iayor.  His  office  is  in  the  City  Hall, 
and  is  open  daily  for  business  between  the  hours 
often  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.  His  salary  is  three  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  per  year,  to  be  paid  monthly  by 
the  Chamberlain. 

The  duties  of  the  [Mayor  of  Albany  are  plainly  set 
forth  in  the  Charter,  and  his  powers,  though  suf- 
ficiently guarded,  are  plenary. 

It  is  his  duty,  among  other  things,  to  communi- 
cate to  the  Common  Council,  at  least  once  in  every 
year,  a  general  statement  of  the  finances,  govern- 
ment and  improvement  of  the  city  ;  to  recommend 
to  the  Common  Council  all  such  measures  con- 
nected with  the  security,  health,  cleanliness,  and 
ornamentation  of  the  city,  and  the  protection  of  its 
government  and  finances,  as  he  shall  deem  expedi- 
ent; to  call  out  and  command  the  police  and  fire- 
men, and  to  call  together  the  citizens  and  commis- 
sion  special  policemen  during  an  emergency,  and 
take  all  proper  measures  for  the  protection  of  the 
property  and  lives  of  the  citizens  in  case  of  riot  or 
disturbance." 

He  shall  have  power  at  any  time  to  suspend,  for 
neglect  or  omission  to  perform  the  duties  of  his 
office,  for  inattention  to  such  duties  of  his  oftice,  or 
incompetency  to  well  and  efficiently  to  execute  the 
same,  any  officer  holding  an  office  to  which  the 
[Mayor  has  the  power  of  appointment  absolutely,  or 
subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. After  such  suspension,  notice  must  be  given 
to  the  Common  Council  at  its  next  meeting.  The 
President,  within  five  days,  notifies  the  Recorder  and 
the  Law  Committee  of  the  sa-d  city  of  such  fact, 
and  that  they  are  required  to  meet  with  him  at  a 
time  and  place  designated.  \\.  the  time  and  place 
the  President,  Common  Council,  Recorder  and 
Law  Committee  are  to  meet.  The  Recorder  pre- 
sides. Ten  days'  notice  must  be  given  the  offi- 
cer suspended.  The  President,  Recorder  and  Law 
Committee  form  a  commission  for  the  trial  of  the 
officer  suspended  or  removed  upon  written  ciiarges 
to  be  mide  by  the  Mayor.  The  Clerk  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  attends  the  meetings  as  Clerk  of  the 
Commission.  The  record  of  its  proceedings  is 
filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council.  In 
the  event  of  no  dismissal,  the  city  shall  pay  the 
cost  and  expenses  of  the  officer  so  tried. 
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City  Officers  Appointed  by  the  Mayor. — The 
following  officers  arc  appointed  biennially  by  the 
Mayor :  a  Chamberlain,  Receiver  of  Taxes,  City 
Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Street  Commissioner,  City 
Marshal,  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures, 
Overseer  of  the  Poor,  Superintendent  of  the  Alms- 
house, and  one  City  Ph\sician.  These  appoint- 
ments (except  the  Chamberlain  and  Receiver  of 
Taxes,  which  shall  be  made  on  the  eve  of  the  Fast- 
day  of  St.  jNIichael  the  Archangel)  shall  be  sent  to 
the  Common  Council  for  confirmation  at  the  next 
regular  meeting  after  their  appointment. 

He  also  appoints  the  Assessors  of  the  city.  He 
also  appoints,  within  three  months  after  his  elec- 
tion, a  Corporation  Counsel,  six  District  Physi- 
cians, four  city  Bell-ringers,  and  such  clerks  and 
subordinates,  not  exceeding  two,  as  he  may  re- 
quire. Such  Bell-ringers,  clerks  and  subordinates 
hold  their  position  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Mayor. 

He  shall  also  appoint  a  Janitor,  who  shall  have 
the  care  of  the  city  buildings  on  South  Pearl  street. 
The  Janitor  may  appoint  an  assistant. 

Corporation  Counsel. — The  Corporation  Coun- 
sel acts  as  the  legal  adviser  of  the  Common 
Council  and  of  the  several  Officers,  Boards,  and 
Commissioners  of  the  City,  who  shall  not  employ 
other  counsel.  His  salary  is  $6,000  per  year,  and 
he  receives  no  fees.  He  gives  bonds  for  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  all  his  ofticial  duties.  He  may 
appoint  an  , assistant,  whose  salary  is  to  be  paid  by 
him.  The  Corporation  Counsel  may,  with  the 
written  consent  of  the  ]\Iayor,  employ  other  coun- 
sel in  the  management  of  important  cases  in  wliich 
the  city  is  interested. 

Chamberlain. — This  officer  receives  all  the 
money  due  or  payable  to  the  Corporation,  and 
collects  all  assessments,  apportionments,  and  rents. 
He  receives  and  disburses  all  moneys  raised  by 
tax  in  the  city,  including  money  raised  by  county 
tax  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Alms-hou^e  therein. 
His  salary  is  $3,500  per  year,  payable  monthly. 
He  has  authority  to  appoint  a  Deputy  Chamberlain, 
with  the  appro va'  of  the  Mayor.  His  salary  is 
$1, 500  per  year. 

Both  these  officers  must  give  heavy  bonds  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  Mayor,  Chamberlain,  and  President  of  the 
Common  Council  constitute  a  Board  of  Audit,  and 
examine,  audit,  adjust,  and  settle  all  accounts, 
claims,  debts  and  demands  pavable  out  of  the 
moneys  in  the  Chamberlain's  hands  appropriated 
for  the  Alms-house.  Before  these  demands  are 
audited,  the  Board  is  authorized  to  issue  subpoenas 
to  the  claimants,  or  any  other  person,  to  compel 
their  attendance  before  the  Board  for  examination  j 
touching  said  demands. 

These  are  among  tlic  duties  of  the  Chamberlain. 
They,  with  his  other  duties,  render  his  office  one  of 
the  most  important  connected  with  the  city  govern-  | 
ment. 

Receiver  of  Taxes. — It  is  the  duty  of  this  offi-  I 
cer  to  receive  all  taxes  provided  by  law,  and  to  j 
retain  in  his  possession  the  as.^essment  rolls  and 
warrants  which  shajl  frorji  time  to  time  be  delivered 


to  him  by  the  Supervisors:  to  enter  daily,  in  suit- 
able books  kept  for  that  purpose,  the  sums  received 
for  taxes,  respectively  with  the  name  of  the  person 
on  whose  account  the  same  may  be  paid,  and  the 
ward  for  which  received;  and  he  shall,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  office  hours,  exhibit  such  entries  to  the 
City  Chamberlain,  the  amount  received  by  hirn  on 
such  day,  and  pay  over  to  that  officer  the  amount 
so  received. 

It  is  a  misdemeanor,  punishable  l)y  imprison- 
ment not  exceeding  six  months,  and  tine  not  ex- 
ceeding five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  Receiver  of 
Taxes,  or  any  person  in  the  employment  of  the 
city,  or  for  the  County  Treasurer,  or  any  person  in 
the  employment  of  the  county,  to  enter  in  his 
books 'any  payment  of  taxes  or  water  rates  on  a  day 
different  from  that  on  which  the  same  is  paid;  or 
to  accept  any  less  sum  for  such  tax  or  water  rate 
than  the  amount  by  law  required  to  be  paid,  when 
such  tax  or  water  rate  is  in  fiict  paid;  or  to  throw- 
off  or  deduct  from  the  sum  due  any  interest  collect- 
able thereon;  or  to  make  any  false  or  untrue  entry 
with  respect  thereto. 

Thus  we  see  how  carefully  the  city  government 
guards  its  interests  against  fraud  and  peculation. 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  county  causes 
the  corrected  assessment  roll  of  each  war  d  in  the 
city  to  be  delivered  to  the  Receiver  of  Taxes  for 
said  city  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  December 
in  every  year,  with  a  warrant,  under  the  hands  and 
seals  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 
or  a  majorit}'  of  them,  commanding  such  receiver 
to  collect  from  the  several  persons  named  in  the 
rolls  the  several  sums  mentioned  in  the  last  column 
of  said  roll  opposite  their  respective  names,  and  to 
pay  over  the  same  in  manner  directed  in  such 
warrant. 

The  County  Treasurer  examines  the  account  of 
the  arrears  of  ta.xes  received  from  the  Receiver  of 
Taxes,  and  shall  reject  all  taxes  on  land  that  shail 
there  be  imperfectly  described,  and  on  all  taxes 
erroneously  assessed  in  form  or  substance. 

The  duties  of  the  Receiver  of  Taxes  in  case  of 
non-payment  thereof  are  admirably  defined,  and 
arc  more  fully  considered  in  the  history  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors. 

The  County  Treasurer  receives,  as  compensa- 
tion for  his  services,  an  annual  salary  to  be  fixed  bv 
the  Board  of  Supervisors.  He  is  not  to  receive 
any  interest,  fees,  or  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices, except  in  proceedings  for  the  sale  of  land 
for  unpaid  taxes.  In  cases  where  payments  are 
made  after  first  publication  of  the  notice  of  sale,  or 
on  the  sale,  he  shall  receive  five  per  cent,  on  the 
amount,  to  be  addded  to  the  tax.  The  County 
Treasurer  transmits  to  the  Comptroller  an  account 
of  unpaid  taxes  assessed  upon  corporations,  or 
upun  the  lands  of  non-residents  or  unknown 
owners,  in  the  City  of  Albany,  on  any  collector's 
affidavit  thereto. 

Board  of  Finance. —The  Common  Council, 
under  the  Charter,  at  its  first  meeting  in  January, 
1884,  appointed  a  citizen  of  the  city,  not  an  oflice 
holder,  to  act  with  the  Mayor  and  Chamberlain 
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as  a  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of 
the  city.  Every  third  year  after  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary aforesaid,  there  is  to  be  a  new  appointment. 
The  members  arc  a  body  corporate,  who,  together 
with  the  President  of  the  Cummon  Council  and 
one  Alderman,  to  be  designated  by  the  Common 
Council,  constitute  a  Board  of  Finance  for  the  city 

Banks  Designated  for  Deposit. — The  Board  of 
Finance  designates,  after  notice  duly  pubHshed 
twice  in  each  week,  for  two  weeks,  in  the  Corpora- 
tion newspaper,  two  banks  in  the  city,  who  are  to 
give  security,  in  which  all  moneys  received  by 
the  Chamberlain  shall  be  deposited,  and  shall  fix, 
by  agreement  with  the  banks,  the  amount  of  in- 
terest to  be  paid  on  such  deposits.  The  Board  has 
power,  after  publication  of  the  like  notice,  to  change 
the  banks. 

City  Tax  Budget. — Among  the  duties  of  the  said 
Board  is  that  of  annually  preparing  a  city  tax  bud- 
get, whicli  includes  all  sums  required  for  every 
municipal  purpose  during  the  year  next  following 
the  first  day  of  January  after  such  budget  was  pre- 
pared, and  shall  report  the  same  to  the  Common 
Council. 

Board  of  Contract  and  Apportionment. — This 
is  a  very  important  Board,  and  in  its  practical  work- 
ing admirably  protects  the  interests  of  the  city. 
It  consists  of  the  ^Mayor,  Chamberlain,  Street  Com- 
missioner, City  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Common  Council.  The  Corporation 
Counsel  or  his  assistant  .has  a  right  to  be  present 
at  every  meeting.  The  Br^ard  meets  on  the  first 
and  third  Monday  of  each  and  every  month  be- 
tween the  hours  of  9  a.  jr.  and  5  p.  m.  Reporters 
of  newspapers  may  be  present  at  most  of  the  meet- 
ings. 

This  Board  has  charge,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Common  Council,  of  all  the  altering,  regulat- 
ing, grading,  paving,  repaving,  flagging,  curbing, 
guttering,  cleaning,  opening,  draining,  repairing 
and  lighting  the  streets,  roads,  places,  alleys  and 
avenues;  of  fencing  and  filling  building  lots;  re- 
pairing and  lighting  docks,  wharves  and  piers;  and 
of  constructing  and  repairing  public  streets,  drains, 
alleys  and  bridges. 

It  issues  all  proposals,  receives  all  bids  and 
awards  all  contracts  for  doing  the  foregoing  work. 
Ail  contracts,  however,  except  for  lighting  the  city, 
can  be  made  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years. 

Contracts  are  let  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder, 
who  presents  with  his  bid  the  bond  required  by  law. 
All  contracts  and  bonds  are  approved  by  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  as  to  form  and  validity.  The 
Board  appoints  biennially  a  clerk  at  a  salary  of 
$2,000  per  annum.  He  keeps  all  records  and  ac- 
counts of  said  Board. 

It  is  the  duty  of  this  Board  to  apportion  and  assess 
all  the  expenses  for  work,  labor  and  services  per- 
formed and  all  the  materials  furnished,  with  the  in- 
cidental cost  and  expenses  attending  the  same. 
Such  apportionment  must  be  duly  verified  by  the 
Street  Commissioner,  City  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 
and  ratified  and  approved  by  the  Board  of  Contract 
and  Apportionment.    The  provisions  of  the  Char- 


ter in  regard  to  the  duties  of  said  Board  are  nu- 
merous, but  we  have  given  a  synopsis  of  its  mo.•^t 
important  duties. 

The  Street  Commissioner  appoints,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Mayor,  two  Superintendents  of  Streets 
and  one  Superintendent  of  Lamps,  who  shall  hold 
office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Commissioner. 
He  is  entitled  to  the  services  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Board  of  Contract  and  Apportionment,  when  not 
engaged  in  the  work  of  said  Board.  He  may  also 
employ,  when  necessary,  not  to  exceed  six  day- 
laborers,  to  hold  their  places  during  his  pleasure. 
Such  Superintendents  perform  such  work  as  shall 
be  required  of  them  by  the  Street  Commissioner. 
Daydaborers  are  paid  out  of  the  Street  Contmgent 
Fund  semi-monthly  by  the  Chamberlain. 

The  Street  Commissioner's  salary  is  53,000  per 
year;  that  of  the  two  Superintendents  $1,200  per 
year  respectively.  The  Street  Commissioner  re- 
ceives the  furdier  sum  of  $500  per  year  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  hor.se  and  wagon,  to  be  used  by 
him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

If  necessary,  he  has  power  to  employ  not  to  ex- 
ceed two  teams,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Contingent 
Fimd.  He  has  power,  ffom  April  ist  to  November 
15th  in  each  year,  to  employ  not  to  exceed  four  ad- 
ditional day-laborers.  He  has  charge  of  lighting 
the  city  and  to  determine  the  position  of  lamps,  and 
to  see  to  all  defects  in  the  lighting  the  city. 

.AH  the  oil,  gas  and  electric  lights  of  the  city  are 
supplied  under  contracts  let  by  the  Board  of  Con- 
tract and  Apportionment. 

City  Engineer  and  Surveyor. — This  oflicer 
appoints  one  deputy  engineer  and  surveyor,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Mayor;  also  one  draughtsman 
and  one  rodman.  These  olTicers  hold  their  office 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  City  f^ngineer.  This  official 
receives  a  salary  of  $3,000  per  year.  His  assistants 
receive  Si,oco  per  year  and  the  rodman  Si,2C0. 
The  City  Engineer  and  assistants  are  fence  viewers 
for  the  city. 

The  City  P'ngineer  makes  all  surveys,  measure- 
men's,  maps,  profiles  and  diagrams  necessary  for 
the  taking  of  any  land  by  right  of  eminent  domain, 
or  for  the  widening,  paving,  repaving  or  otherwise 
altering  or  improving  any  street,  avenue,  alley, 
lane,  square  or  lot  in  the  city.  He  also  decides 
all  disputes  between  owners  of  land  on  each  side 
of  division  fences,  touching  the  method  of  con- 
struction or  repairing  such  fences.    The  divi-ion 

j  of  the  fence  between  such  owners,  or  the  part 
each  is  to  bear  respectively  in  the  expense  thereof, 
shall  be  decided  by  the  Deputy  Engineer  and  Sur- 

I  veyor. 

City  PnYsictAN. — It  is  the  duty  of  this  officer 
to  visit  the  Alms  house  at  least  once  in  each 
day;  to  attend  and  administer  medical  assistance  to 
the  sick  in  the  Alms  house,  hospital,  pest-house 
and  other  permanent  or  temporarv  buildings  now 
erected,  or  hereafter  to  be  L-rectcd,  on  the  Alms- 
house Farm.  He  appoints  one  resident  physic.an 
to  assist  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He  reports 
!  on  the  first  day  of  eacti  month,  and  oftener  if  re- 
'   quired,  to  the  .Mayor,  of  the  condition  of  the  pau- 
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perism  in  the  Alms-house;  the  persons  admitted  to 
the  Pest-house,  Lunatic  Asylum  and  Hospital  ;  when 
sent  and  by  whom.  He  receives  a  salary  of  Si,2co 
per  annum,  payable  monthly,  out  of  the  Alms- 
house Fund.  His  assistants  receive  §2CO  per  an- 
num. 

Superintendent  of  the  Alms  hocse. — This  ofii- 
cer  has  charge  and  control  of  the  poor  and  insane 
committed  to  the  Alms-house,  and  of  the  real  and 
personal  property  used  for  such  purposes,  and  of 
the  farm  and  appurtenances  belonging  to  the  same. 
He  must  give  his  undivided  personal  attention  to 
the  duties  of  his  office,  and  cannot  engage  in  any 
other  trade  or  occupation. 

All  persons  arrested  upon  charges  of  insanity  shall 
be  sent  to  the  asylum  attached  to  the  Alban)- Alms- 
house, and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Alms-house  to  transfer  the  said  person  or  per- 
sons from  the  said  asylum,  when  directed  so  to  do 
by  either  of  the  Police  iNIagistrates  or  the  Chief  of 
Police.  The  Superintendent  must  reside  at  the  Alms- 
house in  the  city.  He  receives  a  salary  of  $2,  500 
per  year  and  provides  his  own  table  and  that  of 
his  assistants,  who  reside  at  the  Alms-house,  from 
the  money  appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  Alms- 
house. 

The  Overseer  of  the  Poor  is  the  chief  official 
connected  with  the  charities  of  the  city.  He  has 
the  power  of  appointmg  one  assistant,  with  the 
approval  of  the  rvlayor.  It  is  one  of  his  duties  to 
make  diligent  inquiry  as  to  the  necessities  of  the 
persons  applying  for  relief,  and  exercise  his  own 
judgment  in  granting  or  withholding  relief.  If 
he  knows  of  any  person  disabled,  sick  or  en- 
feebled, so  as  to  be  unable  to  work  to  maintain 
himself,  with  no  visible  means  of  support,  about  to 
become  a  public  charge,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Over- 
seer to  investigate  the  antecedents  of  such  person, 
whether  he  or  she  has  any  relatives  legally  bound 
to  support  such  person;  what  his  or  her  last  place 
of  residence  was;  and  from  what  place  he  or  she 
came  into  Albany  County.  If  such  poor  persons 
have  friends  legally  bound  to  take  care  of  them,  the 
Overseer  inslitites  proceedings  to  compel  them  to 
take  care  of  them.  His  salary  is  $2,000.  He  can, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor,  appoint  one  assist- 
ant at  a  salary  of  $900  per  annum,  and  may  em- 
ploy one  additional  assistant  at  a  salary  of  not 
more  than  $50  per  month. 

The  City  ^Marshal  assists  the  Clerk  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  in  the  execution  of  that  office.  He 
receives  a  salary  of  $1,500  per  year. 

Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures. — This 
^  officer  receives  no  salary  from  the  city.     He  is, 
however,  entitled  to  such  fees  as  the  Common 
Council  may  ordain. 

Fees  and  Salaries  of  Other  City  Officers. — 
Each  City  District  Physician  receive  a  salary  of 
$400  per  year,  and  shall  reside  in  the  district  for 
which  he  is  appointed.  The  Mayors  Clerks  re- 
ceive respectively  si,5coand  $900  a  year.  The 
Bell-ringers,  S^o  each.  The  two  operators  of  the 
Lawrence  Street  Bridge  receive,  during  the  season 
of  navigation,  such  compensation  as  the  Mayor 


deems  sufficient;  not  to  exceed  the  sum  paid  by 
the  State  of  New  York  for  similar  services. 

Taking  Private  Propekt\-  for  Puulic  Use. — No 
part  of  the  Charter  of  the  City  of  Albany  exhibits 
more  wisdom,  none  more  carefully  protects  the 
rights,  privileges  and  immunities  of  the  ]\Iunicipal- 
ity  and  the  citizens,  than  that  part  contained  in 
Title  XVH  of  the  Charter,  which  provides  for 
taking  private  property  forpul)lic  use.  It  gives  the 
Common  Council,  whenever  it  shall  deem  it  neces- 
sarv,the  right  to  take,within  the  cily,any  ground  or 
real  estate,  with  the  appurtenances,  belonging  to 
any  person  or  persons,  or  corporation,  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  out,  opening,  extending,  straight- 
ening, widening,  or  altering  any  street.road,  avenue, 
park,  square,  wharf  or  slip;  or  for  the  purpose  of 
laying  out,  constructing  or  maintaining  any  drain, 
sewer,  culvert  or  aqueduct;  or  for  any  other  public 
purpose  or  use.  But  at  the  same  time  it  gives 
propertv  owners  an  easy,  early  and  equitable  mode 
of  obtaining  compensation  for  their  lands  taken 
under  this  section,  and  for  all  damages  sustained 
by  such  taking. 

The  General  Provisions  of  the  Charter. — 
These  are  contained  in  Title  XVIII  of  the  Charter, 
which  is  divided  into  sixteen  sections,  eight  of 
which  are  provisions  for  the  punishment  of  city 
officials  for  receiving  any  fees,  perquisites,  compen- 
sation or  commission,  in  addition  to  their  salary,  for 
the  performance  of  any  official  duty;  for  the  giving 
of  ample  security  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
their  respective  duties;  for  accepting  bids  or  award- 
ing contracts  to  any  person  or  persons  in  arrears  to 
the  Corporation  upon  debt  or  contract,  or  who  is 
a  defaulter,  as  surety  or  otherwise,  upon  any  obli- 
gation to  the  Corporation;  for  the  punishment  of 
any  person  who  shall,  in  manner  or  form,  offer  any 
city  official  any  moneys,  goods,  rights  in  action 
or  other  property,  or  anything  of  value,  or  any  pe- 
cuniary advantage,  present  or  prospective,  wiih  in- 
tent to  influence  his  \ote,  opinion,  or  judgment  or 
action  on  any  question,  ma;ter,  cause  or  proceed- 
ing which  may  be  then  pending,  or  may  by  law  be 
brought  before  him  in  Ins  official  capacity.  The  in- 
fraction of  this  law  is  punishable  by  imprisonment 
in  a  penitentiary  not  exceeding  two  \ears.  or  by  a 
fine  not  exceeding  55,000,  or  both,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Court.  Any  member  of  the  Common 
Council, or  other  city  official,  who  accepts  any  such 
offer  for  the  purpose  above  mendoned,  shall,  upon 
conviction  of  such  an  otfense,  be  disqualified  from 
holding  office,  and  imprisoned  in  a  penitentiary  not 
exceeding  two  years,  or  by  a  fine  not  exceeding 
$5,coo,  or  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Court:  or 
for  willfull}-  \iolating  or  evading  any  provision  of 
said  Charter;  or  for  swearing  false  to  any  material 
matter  in  any  oath  or  affirmation  required  by  the 
same. 

Eight  of  said  sections  are  provisions  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  streets  against  damages  to  the  city 
tnruugh  the  negligence  occasioned  by  the  use  of 
[  citizens,  on  permi^sion  of  the  Common  Council  to 
I   make  drains  or  sewers,  culverts  or  basins — to  com- 
I  pel  all  persons  or  corporations  maintaining  a  cov- 
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ering,  sluice-way  or  surface  drain  at  any  street 
crossing,  or  at  tlie  terminus  of  any  street,  sluice- 
way or  surface  drain,  etc.,  etc.,  to  keep  the  same 
in  good  repair,  rendering  such  citizens  alone  liable 
for  any  damage  to  person  or  property  directly  or 
indirectly  caused  by  the  same. 

Section  13  of  the  said  Charter  requires  every 
railroad  operating  by  horse-power- to  clean  snow 
or  ice  from  its  track. 

Section  14  requires  every  person  presenting  bills 
against  the  city  to  use  their  own  names  or  the  i 
names  of  the  firms  of  which  they  are  members.  ; 

Section  15  provides  for  assessing  and  taxing  all  1 
manufacturing  corporations,   actually  located  in  ' 
the  city,  upon  their  real  and  personal  property  in  \ 
the  same  manner  as  individuals.     The  personal  i 
estate  of  such  corporations  shall  be  assessed  in  j 
the  town  or  ward  where  the  principal  office  or 
place  for  transacting  the  financial  concerns  of  the  ! 
company  is  situated.     If  there  is  no  such  principal 
ofilice,  then  in  the  town  or  ward  where  the  opera- 
tions of  such  corporations  are  carried  on.  The 
holder  of  stock  in  any  corporation  mentioned  in 
this  section  cannot  be  taxed  as  an  individual  for 
stock. 

Assessors. — The  Board  of  Assessors  of  the  City 
are  provided  with  a  suitable  and  convenient  office 
in  the  City  of  Albany  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
of  the  County,  together  with  the  requisite  books 
and  stationery,  lights  and  fuel.    Their  office  is  to 
be  kept  open  during  the  usual  days  and  hours. 
The  books,  maps,  assessment  roll  and  other  papers  i 
shall  be  public  records,  and  at  all  reasonable  times 
open  to  inspection.    They  receive  an  annual  salary 
of  $3,000  each,  payable  by  the  Chamberlain  in 
'monthly  payments.    They  appoint  a  clerk,  w,ho 
takes  charge  of  the  books,  papers,  assessment  roll 
and  records  pertaining  to  the  office.    The  appoint-  j 
nient  is  in  writing,  signed  by  the  assessor.*.    The  j 
clerk  remains  in  office  at  their  pleasure;  his  salary  j 
is  $1,000  per  year,  payable  by  the  Chamberlain  m  j 
monthly  payments. 

Prevention  of  Fires. — No  municipal  govern-  i 

ment  in  the  nation  has  more  wholesome  and  sue-  \ 

cessful  regulations  for  the  prevention  of  fires  than  | 

the  municipality  of  Albany,  found  in  Title  XX  of  \ 
the  City  Charter.    Every  citizen  should  thoroughly 

understand  this  section.    The  duties  of  the  Fire  - 


Commissioners  and  the  police  under  this  title,  arc 
full,  easily  understood  and  practiced. 

Election  of  City  Officers. — The  officers  of  the 
city,  elected  by  a  general  ticket  at  the  Charter 
election,  are  :  The  Mayor,  Recorder,  two  Alder- 
men from  the  city-at-large.  Police  Justices,  Jus- 
tices of  the  Jusdce  Court,  Police  Commissioners 
and  members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction. 

The  electors  in  each  ward  elect,  at  each  annual 
Charter  election,  one  Supervisor  and  one  Cunst.ible, 
who  shall  hold  their  office  for  one  year.  Everv 
second  year  an  Alderman  is  elected  at  the  Charter 
election.  The  annual  Charter  election  is  held  on 
the  second  I'uesday  of  April  in  each  year,  and  the 
municipal  year  commences  on  the  first  Tuesday  01 
]May  following. 

Title  XXII  repeals  all  statutes  of  the  State  and 
ordinances  of  the  city  inconsistent  with  the  pro- 
visions of  said  Charter. 

1S84. — A.  Bleecker  Banks,  ]Mayor  ;  Norman  L. 
Snow,  President  of  Common  Council;  X'orman  L. 
Snow,  Robert  H.  ]\Ioore,  Aldermen-at-large. 

Aldermen  :  Augustus  Whiteman,  First  Ward  ; 
Jeremiah  Kieley,  Second  Ward;  Thomas  F.  Cor- 
coran, Third  Ward;  James  Lyons,  Fourth  ^\'ard; 
Thomas  E.  Dearstyne,  Fifth  Ward;  Galen  R.  Hitt, 
Sixth  Ward;  JohnMullon,  Seventh  Ward;  Thomas 
J.  Judge,  Eighth  Ward  ;  Patrick  Cahill,  Ninth 
Ward;  James  Rooney,  Tenth  Ward  ;  George  R. 
Tice,  Eleventh  Ward  ;  Patrick  McCann,  Twelfth 
Ward;  Samuel  C.  Harris.  'I'hirteenth  Ward;  David 
J.  Norton,  Fourteenth  Ward;  James  Thornton,  Fif- 
teenth Ward;  Richard  Hunter,  Sixteenth  Ward; 
John  H.  Adams,  Seventeenth  Ward. 

Executive  Department  :  A.  Bleecker  Banks, 
Mayor  ;  Henry  Bronk,  First  Clerk;  Robert  H. 
Waterman,  Second  Clerk. 

Board  of  Health  :  A.  B.  Banks,  cx  officio,  Pres- 
ident; Dr.  A.  Vanderveer,  Dr.  S.  B.  Ward, 
Thomas  H.  Dwyer,  Albert  Gallup,  R.  H.  Bing- 
ham, John  ]\IcKenna;  Dr.  D.  V.  O'Leary,  Health 
Physician;  E.  H.  Long,  Clerk;  James'  Roonev, 
La'vre  ice  Carey,  Edward  Brennan,  Inspectors. 

Board  of  Audit  :  A.  Bleecker  Bmks,  [Mayor; 
Norman  L.  Snow,  President  of  Common  Council; 
Charles  A.  Hills,  Chamberlain;  Albert  Hessberg, 
Assistant  Corporation  Counsel;  Lewis  Balch,  City 
Physician. 


NAVIGATION  OF  THE  HUDSON. 


THE  navigation  of  the  Hudson  River  to  and  from 
Albany,  neither  in  carrying  passengers  nor  in 
transporting  merchandise,  amounted  to  much  until 
after  the  middle  of  the  preceding  century.  In  1 750, 
the  only  vessels  used  were  small  .sailing  crafts  or 
yachts,  all  of  which,  says  Peter  Kalm,  belonged  to 
Albany  owners.  At  diis  time  there  were  no  docks 
or  quays  for  loading  the  yachts.  The  vessels  came 
as  near  the  shore  as  possible,  and  were  reached  by 


means  of  canoes  tied  together,  and  forming  a  pon- 
toon bridge  by  boards  or  planks  laid  across  them. 
!   The  first  stone  docks  or  quays  were  built  by  the  city 
I   in  1 766.  the  Assembly  having  granted  the  Corporation 
!   the  right  to  use  the  stone  wall  built  for  defense  on 
!   the  north  side  of  the  city.    The  X'orth  Dock  was 
constructed  nearly  opposite  the  stone  wall  at  the 
foot  of  Steuben  street,  and  was  eighty  feet  long  and 
forty  broad.    The  Middle  Dock  was  built  at  the 
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foot  of  Maiden  lane,  and  was  eighty  feet  long  and 
thirty  broad.  The  South  Dock  \vas  constructed 
opposite  the  old  City  Hail,  and  was  of  the  same 
dimensions  as  the  Middle  Duck.  The  city  soon 
after  built  a  fourth  dock,  which,  witli  the  other 
three,  were  sold  at  public  auction  I\Iarch  2S,  1767, 
to  Gysbert  Marselis  and  John  Alien,  at  a  yearly 
rent  of /"70,  they  being  permitted  to  charge  wharf- 
age for  the  use  of  them. 

The  principal  obstructions  to  the  navigation  near 
this  city  wore  the  sand-bars  or  "overslaughs.''  The 
first  was  situated  about  three  miles  below  .-Mbany,  \ 
near  Mill's  Island,  and  the  other,  eight  miles  below  i 
Albany,  sometimes  called  Winne's  bar.  The  lower 
overslaugh  had  seldom  more  than  eight  feet  of 
water  upon  it,  even  in  the  spring-time.  In  1787 
the  Legislature  passed  an  act  to  remove  obstruc- 
tions at  the  overslaugh.  At  this  time  Henry  l. 
Bogart,  Daniel  Hale,  and  Abraham  Ten  Broeck  i 
were  appointed  commissioners  to  superintend  the 
work.  In  1790  a  similar  act  was  passed.  Both 
of  these  acts  simply  provided  for  removing  the  ac- 
cumulations of  sand  on  these  two  bars,  a  work 
which  afforded  merely  temporary  relief,  as  each  re- 
turning spring  found  a  similar  deposit  of  sand  on 
the  bars.  In  1790,  an  act  was  passed  which  al- 
lowed the  proprietors  of  Mill's  and  Papskinea  Is- 
lands to  erect  a  dam  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
water  between  them,  and  thus  throw  it  into  the 
main  channel.  Between  the  years  1797  and  181 8, 
$148,707.95  was  raised  by  lottery  for  improving 
the  navigation  of  the  Hudson.  In  1828,  the  most 
extensive  improvements  were  made  at  the  over- 
slaugh. The  channel  was  excavated  150  feet  in 
length  and  160  in  width,  affording  10  feet  of  water 
at  the  lowest  state  of  the  river.  Eleven  hundred 
scow-loads,  of  24  cubic  yards  each,  were  removed  i 
and  deposited  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  Almost  I 
every  year  the  Legislature  made  an  appropriation 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson.  In 
1864,  over  $200,000  was  e.xpended  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

Sloop  and  Schooner  Navigation. — From  1760 
to  1 770,  there  were  a  number  of  sloops  and  schoon- 
ers engaged  in  carrying  on  trade  between  Albany,  | 
New  York,  Boston  and  several  other  cities;  but,  as  ! 
yet,  none  had  gone  to  any  foreign  port.   It  was  not  | 
till  November  3,  1770,  that  the  sloop  Olive  Branch,  : 
commanded  by  Captain  Abraham  Bloodgood,  made  ' 
the  first  voyage  from  this  port  to  the  West  Indies. 
The  account  of  the  Albany  merchandise  carried  on  j 
this  vessel  shows  an  assorted  cargo,  consisting  of  ' 
flour,  herrings,  horses,  one  negro  man,  and  a  great  i 
variety  of  the  products  of  this  county.  In  exchange 
for  which  were  brought  back  eighty-one  pounds  of 
cotton — a  much  rarer  commodity  than  now — some 
cash,  and  much  rum. 

These  ventures  to  the  West  Indies  seem  to  have 
been  more  common  from  Lansin^rburu'h  and  Hud- 
son, after  the  revolution,  than  from  Albany,  from  the 
fact  that  the  editor  of  the  Albany  Gazette,  in  1790, 
marveled  that  the  citizens  of  Albany  -.hould  remain  ' 
inactive  spectators  while  their  neighbors  on  the  I 
north  and  south  were  "participating  in  all  the  | 
blessings  of  this  valuable  trade."  \ 


The  most  rem.^rkable  of  all  the  early  expeditions 
from  this  port  w.^-:  the  voyage  of  an  Albany  sloop 
to  China,  in  178  5.  In  the  fall  of  this  year  the  sloop 
Experiment,  cigiiiv  tons  burden,  commanded  by 
Captain  Stewart  Dean,  was  fitted  out  for  this  cruise, 
which,  at  this  time,  was  considered  a  hazardous 
voyage  for  so  small  a  craft.  She  was  loaded  with 
an  assorted  cargo  for  a  regular  trading  expedition, 
and  was  the  second  adventure  from  the  United 
States  to  China,  the  first  expedition  having  been 
made  from  the  port  of  New  York,  February  22, 
1784,  in  the  sloop  Empress  of  Cliina.  The  Exper- 
iment left  New  York  December  i8th,  and  was  ab- 
sent eighteen  months.  Her  return  trip  was  made 
in  four  months  and  twelve  days,  with  a  cargo  con- 
sisting principally  of  tea.  China-ware  and  silk. 
Among  some  of  the  descendants  of  the  early  citi- 
zens of  Albany,  are  still  treasured  as  curiosities  ar- 
ticles which  were  brought  from  China  on  this  sin- 
gular trip. 

It  was  a  matter  of  surprise  to  the  Europeans,  in 
those  seas  traversed  by  the  Experiment,  to  see  so 
small  a  vessel  from  a  country  so  remote  and  un- 
known. At  some  '»f  the  ports  where  the  sloop 
landed  she  was  an  object  of  alarm  to  the  inhabit- 
ants, who  mistook  her  f  .ra  tender  to  a  fleet  of  men- 
of-war.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Experiment  at  New 
York,  April  22,  17S7,  she  was  visited  by  large 
crowds  of  citizens,  very  few  of  whom  had  expected 
her  return.  Captain  Dean  made  several  trips  to 
China  after  this  first  trip,  and  became  well  known 
in  European  ports.  He  was  at  one  time  a  resi- 
dent upon  Arbor  Hiil.  Dean  street  was  named  for 
him.     He  died  at  an  advanced  age. 

After  the  successful  trip  of  Captain  Dean,  the 
sloop  business  grew  rapidly.  April  12,  1791,  it- 
was  announced  in  the  Albany  Gazelle,  as  a  con- 
gratulatory event,  that  4G  sloops  had  arrived  in  this 
port  in  one  day.  That  18  vessels,  of  which  16 
s\ere  of  from  40  to  So  tons,  lay  at  the  port  of  Lan- 
singburgh,  and  that  the  sloop  Nancy  had  performed 
the  trip  to  New  York  and  back  in  seven  days.  In 
November,  of  the  same  year,  it  was  again  announ- 
ced, as  an  extraordinary  occurrence,  that  42  sloops, 
of  f.oni  30  to  ICO  tons,  principally  above  70,  were 
at  anchor  in  the  Albany  port. 

Among  other  feats  of  sloop  navigation  at  this 
period,  we  are  told  that  Captain  William  Van  Ingen, 
of  the  sloop  Cincinnati,  sailed  from  Albany  on  the 
5th  December,  1794,  ^md  arrived  in  New  York  on 
the  9th,  disposed  of  his  cargo,  took  in  a  valuable 
freight,  and  returned  to  this  port  on  the  i6th. 

The  examples  of  speedy  voyages  which  were 
boasted  of  in  the  last  century,  read  a  little  oddly 
now.  But  yet  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
sloops,  under  a  good  wind,  were  an  even  match  for 
the  steamboats  for  a  long  lime  after  the  latter  made 
their  appearance  on  the  river.  In  1794,  a  sloop 
made  a  journey  from  Albany  to  New  York  and 
back  in  little  more  than  four  days,  including  a  day 
and  a  half  stop.  This  feat  was  a  matter  of  wonder 
at  the  time,  and  fully  up  to  the  time  made  by  the 
early  steamboats. 

Many  contests  of  speed,  between  Albany  and 
New  York,  took  place  between  the  early  siearn- 
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boats  and  the  sloops,  in  which  the  latter  were  fre- 
quently victorious. 

In  1795,  about  ninety  sloops,  of  about  seventy 
tons  each,  were  engaged  in  the  Albany  trade.  Half 
of  them  were  owned  in  Albany,  and  the  remainder 
in  New  York. 

Ten  voyages,  or  twenty  trips,  were  the  average 
number  per  annum.  These  vessels  were  each 
navigated  by  a  crew  of  four  persons,  consisting  of 
a  captain,  a  pilot,  a  seaman,  and  a  cook.  At  this 
time  wharfage  was  sold  by  the  Corporation  at 
$2.50  per  foot,  and  an  annual  rent  of  $S.  12.V. 

Shortly  after  the  trip  of  tiie  Experiment  to  China, 
it  was  mentioned  that  an  Albany  sloop,  of  forty 
tons,  had  twice  visited  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
without  loss,  which  was  considered  the  most  ditli- 
cult  and  dangerous  part  of  the  route  to  China. 

In  1800,  five  Albany  capitalists  formed  a  com- 
pany and  built  the  sloop  Experiment,  to  be  used 
as  a  packet  boat  between  Albany  and  New  York, 
for  carrying  passengers.  In  1S07,  they  built  an- 
other sloop  to  be  used  for  the  same  purpose. 
These  sloops  proved  very  profitable  at  first,  but 
were  finally  driven  from  the  river  by  the  steam- 
boats. They  were  sold,  and  abandoned  as  pas- 
senger boats  in  18 13. 

In  1 813,  there  were  206  sloops  engaged  in  the 
Albany  trade.  In  1838,  this  number  had  been  in- 
creased to  249  sloops  and  129  schooners,  of  a  total 
tonnage  of  20,634.  In  1848,  331  sloops  were  en- 
gaged in  the  trade,  and  284  schooners,  representing 
a  tonnage  of  over  40,000. 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  vessels,  with 
their  tonnage,  documented  at  the  Port  of  Albany  for 
the  quarter  ending  June  30,  18S5: 


Tonnage. 

53  sailing  vessels   3,832.66 

113  steam        "    23,692.68 

175  canal  boats   16,767.11 

86  barges   16,968.63 


427  61,261.07 


The  above  report  represents  the  number  of  ves- 
sels engaged  in  trade  belonging  to  owners  within 
the  territory  between  Newburgh  and  Rouse's  Point, 
and  does  not  include  all  ihe  vessels  which  visit  the 
Port  of  Albany,  many  of  which  are  registered  at 
other  ports. 

STEA^I  BOATS. 

An  account  of  the  progress  of  steam  navigation 
on  the  Hudson,  with  which  Albany  is  so  intimately 
identified,  and  a  history  of  the  boats  themselves, 
and  the  experiments  of  the  energetic  men  who 
built  and  controlled  them  since  the  da}  s  of  Fulton's 
triumph  in  1807,  would  fill  a  volume.  The  Hud- 
son River  will  always  occupy  a  commanding  place 
in  history,  not  solely  for  its  grand  scenery,  but  as 
being  associated  with  that  successful  experiment 
with  steam  navigation  which  resulted  so  gloriously. 
Here  was  launched  the  pionce-  of  that  host  of 
floating  palaces  that  now  enliven  every  navigable 
river  in  the  world,  and  plow  the  waters  of  every  sea. 

The  Clermont,  the  first  practical  steamboat  in 
the  world,  was  built  by  Robert  Pultun,  and  first 


shown  to  be  a  successful  sailing  craft  in  August, 
1807.  As  originally  constructed,  she  was  100  feet 
long,  12  wide,  and  7  deep.  In  1808  she  was 
lengthened  to  150  feet,  and  widened  to  18  feet,  and 
had  her  name  changed  to  the  Nordi  River. 


The  Clermont. 


The  first  advertisement  of  the  steamboat  in  the 
Albany  Gazelle,  dated  September  2,  1S07,  was  as 
follows: 

"The  north  river  steamboat  will  leave  Paulus' 
Hook  Ferry  [now  Jersey  City]  on  Friday,  the  4th 
of  September,  at  nine  in  the  morning,  and  arrive 
at  Albany  on  Saturday,  at  nine  in  the  afternoon. 
Provisions,  good  beiths,  and  accommodation  are 
provided. 

"The  charge  to  each  passenger  is  as  follows: 

"  To  Newburg,        S3,  time,  14  hours. 
"  Poughkeepsie,   4,       "    17  " 
"  Esopus,  "    20  " 

"  Hudson,  51,     "    30  " 

"  Albany,  7,       "    36  " 

In  a  supplement  to  the  Gazelle  of  September  7, 
1807,  is  the  following  notice  of  that  important 
event — the  arrival  of  the  first  steamboat: 

"This  morning,  at  six  o'clock,  Mr.  Fulton's 
steamboat  left  the  ferry  stairs  at  Courtland  street 
dock  for  Albany.  She  is  to  make  her  pas.-age  in 
36  hours  from  the  time  of  her  departure,  touching 
at  Newburg,  Poughkeepsie,  Esopus,  and  Hudson 
on  the  way.  The  steamboat  arrived  at  Albany  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  and  this  morning  at  nine 
o'clock  again  departed  for  New  York,  with  about 
forty  ladies  and  gentlemen.'' 

Thus  insig-nificantly  was  announced  the  com- 
mencement of  the  career  of  the  steamboat,  which 
I  has  revolutionized  the  water  travel  of  the  world. 
I  The  Clermont  continued  her  trips  with  great  cx- 
j  actness  till  October  ist,  on  which  day  it  was 
'  announced  in  the  New  York  Ezcnuig  Post  that  the 
1  steamboat  had  arrived  from  Albanv  m  twenty-eight 
I  hours,  with  sixty  passengers!  The  same  paper 
i  of  October  2,  contained  the  following  notice: 
I  "  .Mr.  I-'ulton's  newly-invented  steamboat,  which 
is  fitted  up  in  a  neat  style  for  passengers,  and  is 
i  intended  to  run  from  New^  York  to  Albanv  as  a 
I  packet,  left  here  tliis  morning  with  ninety  passen- 
'  gers,  against  a  strong  head  wind,  notwithstanding 
j  which  it  was  judged  that  she  moved  through  the 
'  water  at  the  rate  of  six  miles  an  hour." 
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At  this  time,  although  the  time  promised  in  the 
advertisement  was  thirty-six  hours,  her  trips  were 
usually  performed  in  less  than  thirty. 

In  the  spring  of  iSoS,  the  Clermont  made  her 
appearance,  as  before  stated,  entirely  remodeled 
and  enlarged.  Her  accommodations  were  ample 
for  over  one  hundred  passengers.  In  her  original 
construction  she  had  a  strange  appearance.  Her 
paddle-wheels  were  without  houses,  and  cross-heads 
connected  with  the  pistons,  in.^tead  of  the  walking 
beams  now  in  use.  A  countr}  man  who  first  saw 
her  at  Hudson,  told  his  wife  he  had  seen  the  devil 
going  to  Albany  in  a  saw-mill.  Shortly  after  the 
successful  trip  of  the  Clermont  was  made,  a  com- 
pany was  formed  called  the  North  River  Steamboat 
Company,  but  generally  known  as  the  Fulton  Line, 
to  which  the  Legislature  granted  the  exclusi\'e  right 
to  navigate  the  Hudson  River  by  steam.  This 
company  in  1809  built  the  Car  of  Neptune,  295 
tons.  From  this  date  to  1S17,  the  Hope,  Perse- 
verance, Paragon,  Richmond,  Firefly,  and  Chan- 
cellor Livingston  were  placed  upon  the  river  by 
the  Fulton  Line.  The  last  of  the  boats,  the 
Chancellor  Livingston,  was  the  largest  by  over 
150  tons  of  any  boat  which  had  been  yet  used, 
having  a  carrying  capacity  of  495  tons.  The 
Chancellor  Livingston  in  1821  brought  up  a  band 
of  music  for  the  entertainment  of  her  passengers. 
This  was  the  first  introduction  of  that  peculiar 
attraction  on  the  North  River  boats. 

In  1824,  the  F"uIton  Line  put  two  more  steamers 
on  the  river — the  James  Kent  and  the  Saratoga. 
October  29,  182 1,  the  Chancellor  Livingston 
grounded  on  the  overslaugh  and  remained  there 
twenty-nine  hours.  The  editor  of  the  Daily  Ad- 
vertiser in  speaking  of  tiiis  event,  called  upon  the 
citizens  to  exert  themselves  to  deepen  the  channel, 
lest  the  canal  which  was  fast  approaching  the  city 
should  be  carried  down  below  these  obstructions. 

In  182 1,  the  fare  from  Albany  to  New  York  had 
been  advanced  to  $8.  In  18 19,  the  Fulton  Line 
carried  16,000  passengers,  the  company  paying 
§1  each  to  the  State  for  canal  purposes. 

At  this  time,  and  until  the  pier  was  built,  the 
steamboat  landing  was  at  the  foot  of  L}  dius  street, 
now  Madison  avenue.  The  pier  was  used  for  this 
purpose  until  1878,  when  the  present  landing  place 
was  established.  L^ntil  the  present  improvements 
were  made  in  the  channel  of  the  river  at  the  over- 
slaugh, it  often  happened  that  the  river  was  so  low 
that  the  boats  were  unable  to  come  within  three 
miles  of  Albany.  In  such  cases  it  was  the  practice 
to  go  down  to  the  steamers  on  the  Greenbush  side 
in  stages. 

For  many  years  preceding  1824,  no  subject  was 
mgre  generally  discussed  among  Hudson  River 
boatmen  than  the  injustice  of  the  exclusive  right 
granted  by  the  Legislature  to  the  Fulton  Line 
Company  to  navigate  the  Hudson  by  steam.  The 
validity  of  this  right  was  finally  contested  in  the 
courts.  In  March,  1S24,  the  decisions  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  maile  the  navi<j;ation  of  the  Hudson 
free,  and  abrogated  the  rights  of  the  North  River 
Steamboat  Company,  and  affirmed  the  rights  of 
others  to  navigate  the  river  from  certain  points 


j  with  vessels  impelled  by  steam.  Soon  after  the 
rendering  of  the  decision  in  1S24,  the  Union  Line 
!  was  started  in  opposition  to  the  old  line,  and  the 
:  first  year  of  its  existence  built  and  began  to  run 
!  the  Olive  Branch.  United  States,  \Mlliam  Penn, 
Bristol,  and  Sandusky. 

In  1825,  the  Hudson  River  Line  was  established, 
and  in  this  year  placed  the  Constitution,  Constel- 
lation, and  Chief-Iustice  Marshall  on  the  river,  and 
!   in  1827-29  added  to  the  list  of  their  steamers  the 
j   Independence,  Ohio,  and  Sun.    The  latter  boat 
i   was  the  first  that  ever  made  the  trip  from  Albany 
j   to  New  York  from  sun  to  sun,  all  other  boats  up 
to  this  date  requiring  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  hours 
to  make  the  trip. 

The  bursting  of  the  boiler  of  the  Constitution  m 
1825,  when  opposite  Poughkeepsie,  created  much 
1  distrust  in  the  safety  of  steamboats,  and  led  to  the 
I   use  of  safety  barges,  and  in  1S26  the  barges  Lady 
Clinton  and    Lady  Van  Rensselaer  were  built. 
They  were  towed  by  the  steamboats  Commerce  and 
Swiflsure.    Both  were  fitted  up  exclusively  for  pas- 
sengers.    For  safety  and  comfort  they  were  un- 
equaled  by  the  steamboats  of   this  period,  but 
I  lacking  speed  they  soon  became  unfashionable  and 
j  went  out  of  general  use,  although  several  are  still 
I  Used  as  excursion  boats. 

j      The  North  River  Line  was  established  in  1826 
j  by  John  and  Robert  Stevenson.    The  boats  used 
I  by  this  company  between  1826  and  182S  were  the 
j  New  Philadelphia — the  first  boat  that  ever  liad 
boilers  on  the  guards — the  Albany,  North  Ameri- 
ca, Victory  and  De  Witt  Clinton.    The  De  Witt 
Clinton  was  the  first  steamboat  entirely  built  at 
Albany.    She  was  380  tons  burden,  and  made  her 
first  trip  September  29,  1828. 

In  1827  a  new  steamboat,  called  the  Emerald, 
commenced  running  between  Albany  and  New- 
York,  but  to  what  line  she  belonged  we  are  unable 
j  to  say.    About  this  time  there  a[>peared  the  tollow- 
i  ing  article  in  the  Dailv  Advertiser :  "  One  who  is  not 
!  an  eye-witness  of  the  fact  can  scarcely  imagine  the 
I  number  of  persons  who  daily  arrive  at  and  depart 
I  from  this  city  in  steamboats,  and  the  vast  quantity 
I  of  produce  that  is  shipped  from  our  wharves  and 
I  conveyed  to  market  by  steam  and  wind.  Last 
'  Sunday  evening  [August  26th]  within  one  hour 
there  arrived  six  steamboats  with  passengers,  three 
\  of  these  having  in  tow  barges,  each  with  freight 
i  and  passengers.    Together  they  must  have  landed 
i  some  1,600  passengers.    There  never  were  more 
sloops  than  at  present  employed  on  the  river,  and 
they  all  go  hence  fully  freighted." 

The  South  America  was  also  in  use  at  this  time, 
j  She  was  one  of  the  largest  steamers  plying  on  the 
Hudson  at  this  date,  being  266   feet  long,  of 
]  640  tons,  cost  $83,000,  and  was  furnished  with 
'   294   berths  and   had    accommodations   for  450 
persons. 

i  The  Reindeer  was  also  a  celebrated  craft  at  this 
period,  and  considered  a  model  of  beauty,  and,  in 
the  language  of  a  writer  of  this  date,  was  a 
"  steamer  which  might  challenge  comparison  with 
anything  that  swims,  beginning  with  a  naiad  and 

i  leaving  off  with  a  dolphin." 
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III  1832  the  Troy  Line  \v<is  established  with  the 
C"l)am{)l.Tiii  and  Krie,  the  former  of  which  was  fur- 
iii>h.:-d  with  two  enijines  and  four  boilers. 

At  this  same  period  the  steamboat  Novelty  was 
cnj^ai^ed  in  carryin;^  passengers.  She  had  a  iiigh- 
prc-s>ure  boiler,  and  was  the  first  to  use  coal  for 
fuel. 

About  1S33  the  North  River  Line,  the  Hudson 
River  Line  and  Troy  Line  consolidated  and  formed 
the  Hudson  River  Association  Line.  This  com- 
pany ran  a  day  and  night  line.  The  steamers  Al- 
ban'v,  Ch-implain,  Erie  and  Novelty  were  used  as 
ilav'  boats,  and  the  North  America,  Clinton  and 
Ohio  as  night  boats. 

The  People's  Line  was  established  in  1S34  as  a 
dav  line  and  as  an  opposition  to  the  Hud-on  Rivcr 
Association.  The  late  Cornelius  Vanderbilt  was 
largely  interested  in  this  venture.  The  hrst  boat 
used  was  the  West  Chester,  which  was  followed,  in 
lS3^,  by  the  Nimrod  and  Champion. 

In  1835  the  People's  Line  was  sold  to  the  Hud- 
son River  x^ssocialion  for  Sioo,ooo  and  Sio,ooo 
v  earlv  for  ten  years.  But  in  1836  the  People's  Line 
was  revived  as  a  night  line  by  Daniel  Drew,  who 
purchased  the  West  Chester  and  Emerald.  During 
this  same  year  the  Rochester  was  built  by  thiscom- 
j)any,  and  in  the  foUowmg  year  the  Utica.  In 
1S44  the  Knickerbocker  was  built,  in  1S45 
Henry  Hudson,  in  1S46  the  Isaac  Newton,  in 
i8'i4  the  St.  John,  in  1866  the  Dean  Riclmiond, 
and  in  1867  the  Drew. 

The  present  day  line  of  steamers  was  started  by 
Jolin  McBride  Davidson  in  1864,  who  bought  the 
Drew  and  Armenia.  In  1866  the  Chauncey  Vib- 
lani  was  ])ut  upon  the  river  by  this  line,  and  in 
ibM  the  Albany.  This  line  at  present  use  the 
^Ic.lmers  Albany  and  Daniel  Drew,  while  the  night 
hue  cm])loy  the  Drew  and  Dean  Riclimond. 

.\t  Irequent  periods  of  steam  navigation  the  com- 
pctitii:in  between  ilie  several  lines  has  been  very 
},'reat.  In  1S37  this  was  especially  true.  One 
night  several  boats  would  leave,  crowded  to  sufto- 
cation,  at  fifty  cents  a  head;  the  next  night  a  soli- 
tary boat  would  depart  at  three  dollars  a  head. 

The  conveyances  by  water  between  this  city  and 
neighboring  ports  have  been  brought  to  the  highest 
perfection.  The  steamers  that  ply  between  Albany 
and  New  York  may  be  properly  termed  floating 
palaces,  atTording  all  the  elegant  accommoda- 
tions of  a  first-class  hotel.  In  iSoo  it  was  the 
boast  of  a  sloop  captain  in  Albany  that  he  had  re- 
ceived $1,675  f^r  carrying  passengers  in  one 
year;  now  this  would  hardly  be  considered  a  large 
receipt  for  one  dav. 

.  The  PiKR. — After  the  completion  of  the  Erie 
Canal,  the  necessity  of  a  basin  where  canal  boats 
and  odier  smaller  crafts  could  be  sifely  stored,  was 
api>arent.  To  provide  such  a  place  in  Albany 
Harbor,  the  Legislature  authorized  the  construction 
of  a  pier.  This  was  begun  April  5, 1S23,  antl  com- 
I'leted  in  1824.  It  is  4-400  feet  lon^,  80  feet  wide 
and  20  feet  high,  and  cost  si 3c, coo.  It  incloses 
aba-in  of  about  32  acres,  capable  of  harboring  1,000 
canal  boats  and  50  vessels  of  a  larger  class.  July 
27,  1824,  the  Pier  was  divided  into  132  !ot.s  and 
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sold  at  public  auction.  In  this  way  $199,410  was 
realized,  each  lot  ranging  from  si,  200  to  S2,625. 
The  Pier  is  now  covered  with  valuable  warehouses 
and  stores,  and  is  reached  by  two  bridges.  The 
opening  in  the  Pier  at  the  foot  of  ^laidcn  lane  was 
authorized  in  1836.  The  Pier  aftbrds  an  extensive 
wharfage,  while  the  docks  or  quays  now  extend 
almost  two  miles  along  the  Albany  shore  of  the 
river. 

Towing  Lines. — As  soon  as  canal  navigation 
began  to  assume  much  proportion,  the  business  01 
towing  boats  from  Albany  witli  steamboats  became 
very  lucrative.  For  many  years  it  was  done  by 
tugs  or  steamboats  owned  bv  private  individuals, 
but  in  1848  the  Schuyler  Steamboat  Tow  Line 
was  started,  and  now  employs  eighteen  boats, 
used  exclusively  for  towing  canal-boats.  Thomas 
Schuyler  is  President  of  this  line,  and  T.  V.  W'ol- 
cott.  Secretary. 

The  Cornell  Steamboat  Company  was  started 
about  the  same  time  as  the  Schuyler  Line.  This 
company  has  only  a  branch  office  at  Albany,  the 
principal  business  being  done  between  Rondout 
and  New  York.  Between  the  latter  places  not 
onlv  towing  is  done  by  this  company,  but  three 
passenger  boats  are  run,  being  the  Citv  of  Kings- 
ton, ]\Iary  Powell,  and  the  Cook.  About  .seven- 
teen propellers  and  steamers  are  used  by  this  line. 
Thomas  Cornell  is  President  of  this  Company,  and 
S.  D.  Coyendell,  Vice-President. 

The  Ronan  Towing  Line  was  started  in  1S85.  and 
now  employs  four  propellers. 

ALBANY  FERRHiS. 

The  exclusive  rights  of  ferriage  across  the 
Hudson  between  the  original  four  wards  of  the 
city  and  the  opposite  shore  of  Greenbush,  was  vested 
in  the  Corporation  of  Albany  by  the  Dongan 
Charter  of  1868.  By  the  present  City  Charter  die 
power,  right,  and  privilege  of  the  Corporation  is  ex- 
pressed in  the  following  language  :  "  The  right  of 
ferry  granted  by  the  Charter  of  the  said  city  to  the 
]\Iayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  thereof,  should 
be  so  construed  as  to  vest  in  the  said  City  of 
Albany  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  establishing, 
licensing,  and  regulating  all  ferries  on  each  side 
of  the  Hudson  River,  leading  from  Greenbush,  op- 
posite the  east  bounds  of  the  original  four  wards  of 
the  said  city,  to  the  said  city,  and  from  the  four 
original  wards  of  the  said  city  to  Greenbush." 

The  first  ferry  across  the  Hudson  at  this  point 
was  established  in  1642.  By  some  authorities  it  is 
said  to  be  the  oldest  in  the  I'nited  States.  The 
landing  on  the  Albany  side  was  at  a  point  a  little 
north  of  the  Bever  Kill,  which  flowed  into  the  river 
where  now  is  the  eastern  termination  of  Arch  street. 
The  Greenbush  landing  was  directly  opposite  this 
point. 

The  first  ferry-boat  was  a  rude  scow,  propelled 
by  hand  bv  means  of  poles.  This  was  used  for  the 
transportation  of  teams  and  wagons,  while  a  sim- 
ple boat  or  a  batteau  was  employed  in  carrying 
passengers.  The  first  ferry-master  was  Hendrick 
Albertsen,  who  died  in  1648  49.     He  built  the 
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first  ferry-house  erected  on  the  Albany  side  of  the  | 
river.    Albertsen  was  succeeded  by  Jacob  Janse  i 
Stall,  who  came  to  Tk verwyck  in  1630.     He  re-  1 
mained  as  ferry-master  until  1657,  when  he  removed 
to  Esopus. 

The  history  of  this  early  period  fails  to  show  that, 
at  this  date,  any  consideration  was  demanded  b}' 
either  the  Dutch  or  F.nglish  proprietors  for  the  right 
of  ferriage.  Even  many  years  after  the  Dungan 
Charter,  no  record  exists  in  the  Common  Council 
proceedings  proving  that  the  ferry  rights  granted 
the  city  were  considered  of  such  value  to  the  Cor- 
poration as  to  demand  remuneration  for  their  use. 
But  later  the  city  took  exclusive  charge  of  the  I 
Greenbush  ferry  ;  established  the  rates  of  ferriage  :  . 
made  regulations  governing  the  means  of  conduct- 
ing it ;  and  decided  who  should  have  the  right  to 
run  it. 

In   1754  the  following  rates  of  ferriage  were 
adopted  by  the  Common  Council: 


For  every  person,  if  single   3  coppers 

"     "         "       if  more  than  one,  .  .  2  " 

"     "         "  head  of  cattle   9  " 

"     "         "  cwt.  of  beaver  or  skins.  4  " 


The  ferry-masters  to  run  their  boats  from  sunrise  to 
eight  in  the  evening. 

At  this  time  the  ferry  was  in  charge  of  Barnardus 
Bradt  and  Johannes  Ten  Broeck,  who  had  paid  the 
city  £^  for  its  use.  From  this  date  until  1786  the 
names  of  Barnardus  Bradt,  Harme  Gansevoort, 
Philip  John  Schuyler,  Johannis  Ten  Broeck, 
John  Courtney,  John  Bromley,  Thomas  Lotridge, 
Dirck  Hansen,  and  Baltus  Van  Benthuysen  appear  | 
as  ferry-masters  at  diiTerent  times.  It  was  the  cus- 
tom of  the  Common  Council  to  advertise  a  certain 
day  when  the  right  of  ferriage  w-oukl  be  sold  to  the 
lowest  bidder.  From  1754  to  1786  the  amount 
paid  for  this  privilege  ranged  from  to  .^130, 
the  latter  amount  being  paid  in  17S6.  In  1786 
the  Corporation  issued  a  schedule  of  ferry  rates  as  | 


follows  : 

Man  or  horse,  ox  or  cow.  ,   gd. 

A  calf  or  hog   2  coppers. 

A  sheep  or  Iamb   2  "■ 

For  every  wagon,  or  two  horses  with 
its  loading,  providing  the  same  re- 
mains on  the  wagon    2s. 

For  every  cart  or  wagon  drawn  by 
four  horses  or  oxen,  with  or  with- 
out loading   3s. 

And  6d.  for  every  ox  or  horse  above 

that  number. 
For  every  chaise  or  chair  or  horse.  ...     is.  6d. 

*'        full  chest  or  trunk   4  coppers. 

"         empty  "         "    2  " 

"         barrel  rum,  sugar,  molasses, 

full  barrel   4  " 


During  1786  a  new  ferry-house,  40  bv  50  feet, 

was  built  by  Baltus  Van  Benthuvsen,  who  was  to  i 

reimburse  himself  at  the  rate  of  £\'^o  per  annum,  \ 

the  yearly  rent  of  the  ferry.     Up  to  this  time  no  j 

longer  lea.se  than  three  years  was  granted  by  the  | 

Corporation,  and  it  was  the  common  practice  to  j 

lease  each  side  of  the  river  to  .separate  individuals.  | 

I 

Until  about  18 17  the  only  kind  of  ferry-boat  I 

used  at  the  South  Ferry  was  an  ordinar}-  scow,  j 

guided  by  means  of  a  rope  stretched  across  the  i 


river,  to  which  the  .scow  was  attached  by  a  rope  and 
pulley,  the  boat  being  propelled  by  hand.  Aliout 
this  time  what  was  known  as  the  horse  ferry-boat 
came  into  use  at  the  South  Feriy.  This  kind  of 
boat  was  peculiar  to  America,  and  of  most  singular 
construction.  A  platform  covered  a  wide,  flat  boat. 
Underneath  the  platform  was  a  large,  horizontal, 
solid  wheel,  which  extended  to  the  side  of  the 
boat.  Here  the  platform  or  deck  was'  cut  through 
and  removed,  sc  as  to  afford  sufficient  room  fc^r 
two  horses  to  stand  on  the  flat  surface  of  the  wheel, 
one  horse  on  each  side,  and  parallel  to  the  gun- 
wale of  the  boat.  The  horses  were  harnessed  in 
the  usual  manner  for  teams,  the  whilfletree  being 
attached  to  stout  horizontal  iron  bars,  fixed,  at  a 
proper  hight,  into  posts,  which  were  a  part  of  the 
fixed  portions  of  the  boat.  The  horses  looked  in 
opposite  directions,  one  to  the  bow,  the  other  to 
the  stern:  their  feet  took  hold  of  channels  or 
grooves  cut  in  the  wheel.  As  they  pressed  for- 
ward, although  they  did  not  advance,  their  feet 
caused  the  horizontal  wheel  to  advance  in  a  direc- 
tion opposite  to  that  of  their  own  apparent  motion. 
The  motion  of  this  wheel,  by  a  connection  of  cogs, 
moved  two  vertical  wheels  on  each  side  of  the  boat, 
similar  to  the  paddle-wheels  of  steamboats,  pro- 
ducing the  same  effect,  and  propelling  the  boat  for- 
ward. The  inventor  of  this  kind  of  boat  was  Mr. 
I-angdon,  of  \Vhitehall. 

The  number  of  horses  on  the  first  boat  used  was 
two'  only,  but  this  was  governed  by  the  size  of  the 
boat.  As  business  increased  at  the  ferry,  larger 
boats  were  required.  In  1825  as  many  as  twelve 
horses  were  used  on  the  boat  at  the  South  Ferry. 

In  1827  the  subject  of  procuring  a  steamboat  for 
the  South  Ferry  began  to  be  agitated.  John  Towns- 
end,  a  member  of  the  Common  Council,  was  es- 
pecially prominent  in  connection  with  this  scheme, 
and  pi'ocured  the  passage  of  a  resolution  to  pur- 
chase a  steamboat.    At  a  meeting  held  June  6. 

1827,  a  short  time  subsequent  to  the  passage  of 
this  resolution,  an  attempt  was  made  to  have  the 
act  reconsidered.  Estimates  were  offered  to  show 
the  economy  of  horses  over  steamboats,  but  Tov  ns- 
end  succeeded  in  defeating  the  opponents  of  steam 
ferry-boats.  In  1828  the  Chancellor  Eansing  was 
purchased,  and  began  to  ply  between  Albany  and 
Greenbush. 

At  the  time  of  the  advent  of  the  horse-boats,  the 
South  Ferry  was  leased  to  "One-armed"  Bradt, 
for  a  term  of  ten  years.     He  was  succeeded,  in 

1828,  by  Benjamin  Patrick,  who  remained  for  two 
years,  succeeded  by  George  Stanwix.  Stanwix  was 
succeeded  in  1S46  by  Lansing  D.  Able.  Samuel 
Schuyler  became  Ferry-master  in  1S54,  succeeded 
by  McF^voy  &  !\Ioore  in  1864.  The  last  Ferry- 
master  at  the  South  Ferry  was  George  Marks,  who 
leased  the  ferry  in  1874.  and  remained  in  that  posi- 
tion until  the  right  of  ferriage  was  sold  by  the  city 
to  the  Greenbush  Bridge  Company.  This  com- 
pany, in  1876,  began  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
at  this  point  and  completed  it  in  1882. 

At  several  periods  in  the  history  of  the  South 
Ferry,  the  city  authorities,  instead  of  leasing  it,  em- 
ployed a  Ferry-master  and  kept  it  entirely  within 
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their  comrul.  In  1S05  it  was  conducted  in  this 
wav.  In  iho  papers  of  tiiis  year  an  announcement 
was  made  that  the  Corporation  had  licensed  James 
Wvnkoop  to  conduct  tiic  ferry,  "that  he  iiad  good 
.■,cows  and  l)oats,  and  that  he  would  employ  only  \ 


so!)cr  and  ol)liL,nng  ferry-men.  "  The  rates  of  fer- 
riage were  announced  to  be  as  follows: 

F»»ot  passengers   2  cents. 

M.m  and  hor?c   6 

Wj'^oii  .Tiiil  two  hor-e5.   I2_!2  " 

"      lo.ulc'i  with  firewood   4  " 

Chair,  sulky  or  chaise  12'^  " 

ICach  >addlc-horse   6  " 

M.iil  sta^e,  two  horses   25  " 

K.icli  additional  horse   3  " 

ir>r-e  and  cart   6  " 


I)oiible  lerriaLj'c  Ironi  one  hour  alter  sunrise  to  day-  ! 
break,  except  for  the  mail  carriages.  i 

I 

After  the  revolution,  business  began  to  increase 
rapidiv  at  the  South  Ferry,  and  in  1792  it  was 
leased  to  ^Ir.  Wendell  for  the  sum  of  $5,890,  ; 
whereas  only  ten  years  previous  it  had  only  yielded  [ 
a  revenue  of  a  trille  over  £100.    In  1S30  the  re-  j 
ceipts  of  the  ferry  amounted  to  nearly  59,000.  i 

The  last  boat  used  at  the  South  Ferry  was  the 
John  Adams. 

The  North  Ferry,  now  in  operation  between  this 

city  and  Bath,  with  a  landing  in  Albany  at  the  foot  i 

of  North  Ferry  street,  was  established  many  years  1 

after  the  Greenbush  P'erry,  and,  as  near  as  can  be  ' 

ascertained,  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  last  cent-  j 
ury.    It  was  originally  outside  of  the  city  limits, 

that  point  heins',  until  1S15,  in  the  town  of  Colonie.  | 

The  territory  along  the  river  where  a  landing  was  I 

made,  belonged  to  the  Van  Rensselaer  grant,  which  ' 

included  all  ferry  privileges.   By  the  early  Patroons  | 

the  right  of  ferriage  was  leased  for  a  certain  sum,  } 
and  the  heirs  of  their  estate  sdll  retain  exclusive 

control  of  the  ferry  rights  at  tliis  point.  | 

For  many  yeais  batteaux  were  the  only  kind  of  ' 

boats  used  at  this  ferry.     Even  a  rope-scow  was  I 

not  used  until  about  iSoo.    A  horse-boat  was  first  | 

used  about  1S31.  A  steam  ferry-boat  was  first  em-  ' 
ployed  in  1S41.    The  business  done  at  the  Xordi 

Ferry  was  light  compared  with  that  at  the  .South  i 

Ferry.    For  many  of  the  early  years  not  much  can  ! 

be  learned  of  those  who  operated  it.   Among  them  | 

were  Clark  &  Van  Alstyne  and  John  Vanden-  1 

burgh.    About  1S40,  \N'illiam  P.  Van  Rensselaer,  { 

son  of  the  okl  Patroon,  took  charge  of  it  him-  [ 

self,  and  for  two  yeais  employed  a  ferryman.    With  | 

this  exception  it  has  been  leased.    For  a  number  of  i 

years  the  Dearstyne  brothers  (James,  Samuel  and  j 

Cornelius")  operated  this  ferry.  They  were  sue-  ' 
ceeded  by  Samuel    Schuyler,   whom  Fitchett  tt 

Smith  succeeded.     It  is  jiow  leased  bv  the  firm  of  \ 

Costello  tS:  Kiernan.  j 

The  Boston  and  Albany  Ferry  was  established  in  ■ 
1842  by  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad,  and  runs  : 
from  a  point  a  little  north  of  Maiden  lane  to  the 
depot  of  this  company  in  Bath.  Before  the  railroad 
bridge  was  built  this  was  a  very  important  ferrv,  all  , 
tlie  freight  for  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  be-  | 
ing  taken  across  the  river  at  this  point. 


Since  the  South  Ferry  has  been  abandoned,  a 
small  tug-boat  has  been  employed  in  carrying  pas- 
sengers trom  the  foot  of  State  street  to  Greenbush 
and  Bath. 

The  following  are  the  most  serious  accidents 
that  ever  occurred  at  these  ferries:  In  1807.  the 
scow  which  was  used  at  the  South  Ferry  was 
swamped  and  thirt}-three  persons  were  drowned. 
In  1852,  the  boat  of  the  Boston  and  Albany  Ferr}' 
upset.  At  the  time  it  contained  fifteen  or  twenty 
persons,  all  but  fi\'e  of  whom  were  drowned. 

JOSEPH  MATHER. 

Joseph  Mather,  familiarly  known  as  Captain 
Mather,  came  from  the  old  colonial  family  of  that 
name,  being  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  Rev. 
Richard  ?ilather,  who  was  grandfather  of  the  cele- 
brated Rev.  Cotton  ]\Iather.  This  family  lurnished 
ministers  for  three  generations  to  the  Old  North 
Church  in  Boston — the  Revs.  Increase,  Cotton 
and  Samuel,  whose  united  ministries  covered  a 
period  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  years.  The 
Rev.  Increa.se  Mather  was  one  of  the  earliest 
Presidents  of  Harvard  College,  and  the  first  one  in 
this  country  upon  whom  the  tide  of  D.  D.  was 
conferred. 

Joseph  Mather  was  born  at  Lyme,  Conn.,  Mav 
8,  iSco.  While  he  was  yet  a  mere  boy,  his  parents 
removed  from  his  native  place  to  Otsego  County, 
N.  Y.  In  so  doing  they  sailed  up  the  Hudson 
River,  the  beauty  of  whose  scenery  so  impressed 
the  youth,  that  he  at  the  time  formed  and  expressed 
a  determination  to  become  actively  engaged  in  the 
navigation  of  the  Hudson  when  he  should  be- 
come older.  This  early  resolve  was  one  which  he 
never  forgot,  as  subsequent  events  proved. 

With  his  father's  family  he  removed  from  Otsego 
County  to  a  portion  of  Ontario  County,  which  has 
since  been  set  ofi"  to  form  Livingston  Countv.  where 
he  passed  his  youth. 

He  was  yet  a  very  young  man  when  he  came  to 
Albany,  and  connected  himself  with  the  river  navi- 
gation. For  many  years  he  commanded  a  sloop 
which  plied  between  Albany,  New  York,  and  inter- 
mediate points.  It  was  during  this  period  that  he 
came  to  be  known  by  the  title  "Captain,  "  which 
clung  to  him  all  his  life,  to  his  often  expressed  dis- 
taste.   Later,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Greene 

Mather,  he  was  engaged  in  the  towing  business, 
the  line  being  known  as  the  Eckford  Line,  and 
having  its  office  on  Quay  street,  about  where  the 
Dunlop  elevator  has  since  stood. 

Something  over  thirt_\-  years  ago,  when  the  New 
York  Central  Railroad  Company  established  a  sta- 
tion at  West  Albany,  L'aptain  Mather  was  selected 
by  Hon.  Lrastus  Corning  as  agent;  and,  much 
against  his  inclination,  was  prevailed  upon  to  ac- 
cept the  position,  which  he  foresaw  would  be  one 
involving  great  responsibity.  A  business  was  to  be 
built  up  at  West  Albany,  and  whether  it  was  more 
than  a  measurably  successful  one  would  depend 
largely  upon  the  energy,  enterprise  and  application 
of  the  agent  in  charge.     The  success  which  at- 
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tended  IMr.  Mather's  administration  was  remark- 
able. His  time  of  service  embraced  a  period  dur- 
ing which  West  Albany  grew  from  the  smallest 
beginning  to  its  present  importance,  both  com- 
mercially and  in  point  of  population.  His  habits 
and  physique  gave  him  robust  health,  and  his  life 
was  singularly  free  from  many  of  the  ills  which 
aflHct  the  majority  of  men.  As  advancing  years 
came  upon  him,  he  delegated  some  of  his  most 
onerous  duties  to  anoUier,  but  he  retained  his  po- 
sition and  exercised  a  pleasant  supervision  over  the 
business  of  the  station.  It  was  his  wish  that  he 
might  "die  in  the  harness."  This  wish  was  liter- 
ally fulfilled.  While  hastening  to  board  a  car  at 
the  corner  of  .State  and  Pearl  streets,  February  25, 
1884,  he  fell  in  crossing  the  street  and  expired  al- 
most instantly.  It  was  the  opinion  of  physicians 
present  that  his  death  was  caused  by  concussion  of 
the  brain.  He  was  then  past  eighty-three,  and  so 
lightly  did  his  years  rest  upon  him,  that  he  was  as 
erect  and  apparently  as  vigorous  as  he  had  been 
twenty  years  before.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial 
and  sociable  of  men;  and  for  years  his  had  been  a 
familiar  figure  to  the  residents  of  Albany,  where  no 
man  was  more  widely  acquainted  or  more  highly 
esteemed.  His  loss  was  felt  deeply,  not  merely  in 
his  own  family  circle,  but  by  men  of  all  classes  who 
had  come  to  regard  him  as  friend  or  benefactor. 
No  man  ever  enjoyed  in  a  higher  degree  the  confi- 
dence of  his  fellow-citizens.  It  was  remarked  by  a 
prominent  resident  of  Albany  after  his  death,  tliat 
he  had  been  one  of  whom  all  his  acquaintances 
were  proud — a  man  of  unflinching  devotion  to  right, 
with  no  compromise  with  wrong;  a  man  who  had 
handled  $170,000,000  for  a  great  corporation  and 
promptly  accounted  for  every  cent  of  that  immense 
sum. 

Air.  IVIather  was  married  in  Lima,  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y. ,  to  Miss  Chianna  Brockway,  of 
that  town,  in  1819.  They  walked  hand  in  hand 
adown  the  pathway  of  life  for  sixty-one  years,  to  be 
temporarily  separated  by  ?klrs.  ]\Ialher's  death  on 
the  26th  of  December,  1880,  only  a  little  more  than 
three  years  before  the  death  of  Mr.  Mather.  They 
left  two  surviving  childen,  a  son,  Fredeiick  W. 
Mather,  now  a  resident  of  New  York,  and  Airs. 
George  W.  Gibbons,  of  West  Albany.  Baptized  into 
the  Episcopal  Church  at  an  early  age,  by  the  cele- 
brated Father  Nash,  of  Otsego  County,  he  was 
identified  more  or  less  closely  with  that  religious 
body  ever  afterward. 

Early  in  manhood,  Captain  Mather  became  an 
adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  great  Whig  party 
of  the  United  .States.  He  was  one  of  those  who 
"felt  the  deep  importance  of  the  transition  which  cul- 
minated in  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
parly.  He  became  an  earnest  and  active  supporter 
of  the  war,  throwing  his  influence  in  favor  of  the 
suppression  of  the  Southern  rebellion,  and  aiding 
the  Northern  cause  by  every  means  in  his  power, 
sending  his  son  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight.  He 
was  not,  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  time, 
which  is  often  a  term  of  reproach,  a  politician;  but 
no  man  watched  the  course  of  events  more  closely 
than  he,  and  none  with  more  intelliirent  solicitude 


for  the  public  weal.  Open-heaited  he  was;  open- 
handed  and  helpful  in  all  gt)od  causes.  He  was 
wisely  benevolent,  and  many  a  man  in  Albany  is 
glad  to  say  that  he  owes  his  start  in  life,  his  ad- 
vancement, his  position,  to  Captain  Mather. 

WALTER  \\'1NNE. 

The  well  known  barge  and  transportation  line 
i  ofWinne  &  Co.  recalls  to  the  citizens  of  Albany, 
especially  to  such  of  them  as  are  engaged  in  com- 
I  merce.  the  name  of  \\'alter  Winne,  its  founder, 
j  There  are  few  of  the  old-time  merchants  of  the  city 
who  have  not  personal  recollections  of  Air.  Winne, 
who  was  born  in  Albany,  September  10,  1S15,  and 
died  September  26,  1871.     He  was  a  son  of  Fran- 
cis D.  and  Cornelia  (Groesbeck)  \Mnne.  The 
Winnes  are  a  family  both  numerous  and  highly 
esteemed  throughout  Albany  County  at  the  present 
time;  and  the  Grocsbecks  were  among  the  early 
settlers  along  the  Hudson,  and,  generations  back, 
had  numerous  representatives  in  Albany. 

Deprived  of  the  protecting  care  of  a  father  at  an 
early  age,  y^oung  \\'inne  was  compelled  to  shift  for 
himself  from  a  period  in  life  at  which  most  such 
bovs  are  laying  the  foundation  of  an  education. 
He  became  a  cabin  boy  on  board  a  vessel  which 
navigated  the  Hudson  His  sterling  qualities  man- 
ifested themselves,  and  he  was  advanced  gradually 
until  he  became  master  of  a  vessel.  But  even  this, 
then,  responsible  and  important  position  did  not 
satisfy  him.  He  saved  a  little  money,  and,  with  a 
friend,  also  a  very  young  man,  who  had  saved  a 
little  more,  became  join:  owners  of  a  vessel.  They 
immediately  engaged  earnestly  and  industriously  in 
the  transportation  of  lumber.  This  partnership 
soon  terminated,  and  Air.  Winne  became  sole 
owner  of  the  business,  in  which  he  continued  suc- 
cessfully until  his  death,  and  which  is  now  carried 
on,  by  members  of  his  family  chiefly,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Winne  L*t  Co.  Gradually  he  estab- 
lished a  line  of  large  barges  which  plied  between 
Albany  and  the  most  important  Eastern  port.s. 
During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  he  was  quite 
largely  engaged  in  the  transportation  of  raw  cotton. 

Mr.  Winne  was  married  January  i,  1838,  to  Aliss 
Harriet  E.  Rouse,  of  Pittstown,  Ren.-selaer  County, 
N.  Y. ,  who  survives  him.  They  became  the  parents 
often  children,  of  whom  seven  are  living.  He  was 
a  quiet,  unassuming,  earnest  man,  who  attended 
strictly,  and  to  the  exclusion  of  other  general  inter- 
ests, to  his  growing  business.  His  interest  in  pub- 
lic aftairs  was  intelligent;  but  he  never  mixed  in 
politics,  though  he  favored  and  voted  with  the  Re- 
publican partv.  He  was  for  about  thirty  years  a 
member  of  the  Alethodist  Church,  and  for  some 
time  a  trustee  of  the  old  Hudson  avenue  Church 
of  that  denomination.  About  two  years  before  his 
death  he  became  a  member  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Albanw  The  .same  earnestness 
which  characterized  him  in  business  was  manifested 
in  his  relations  with  his  brethren  in  the  Church. 
He  was  zealous,  active,  liberal  and  thoughtful. 
He  was  charitable  as  well,  helpful  to  the  struggling, 
and  more  than  gcncDus  to  the  deserving  poor. 
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ALBANY  liRlDGES  ACROSS  THE  IIUDSOX. 

Tlic  first  bridge  over  the  Hudson  in  the  vicinity 
of  Albany  was  completed  in  December,  1S04.  It 
spanned  the  river  ai  Waterford,  and  was  800  feet  in 
length,  33  fcet  in  its  greatest  higiit,  and  30  feet  in 
widlli.  At  that  time  it  was  considered  a  model  of 
architecture. 

In  January,  18 14  the  subject  of  building  a  bridge 
across  the  Hudson  was  largely  agitated.  It  was 
bitterly  opposed  by  Troy,  whose  citizens  insisted 
that  the  construction  of  a  bridge  at  Albany  would 
obstruct  the  navigation  of  the  river  from  their  city. 

'J'he  introduction  of  a  bill  into  the  Legislature 
providing  for  the  construction  of  the  bridge  over 
the  Hudson  at  Albany,  led  to  a  bitter  fight  in  the 
Assembly.  March  11,  1814,  Mr.  Harmanus  Hleeck- 
er,  from  the  special  committee  on  this  bridge,  re- 
ported adversely  to  the  project.  Early  in  January, 
1831,  the  matter  was  agitated  again,  without  any 
particular  result. 

On  February  4,  1835,  a  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Eagle  Tavern  to  consider  the  project  of  a  bridge 
across  the  Hudson,  and  a  committee  of  thirty  was 
appointed  to  draw  up  a  petition.  No  decisive  ac- 
tion was  taken.  On  February  11,  1836,  another 
meeting  was  held  at  the  City  Hall  to  consider  the 
project  of  a  bridge  over  the  Hudson.  Erastus 
Corning  presided.  Resolutions  and  memorials 
were  of  no  avail  in  the  Legislature.  On  jNTarch  1 1, 
1836,  the  Assembly  Committee  reported  adveisely 
to  the  bridge  project,  causing  great  indignation 
among  the  citizens  of  Albany. 

After  this  defeat,  the  question  of  a  bridge  did  not 
rest.  It  was  continually  agitated  in  the  local  papers 
and  otherwise  until  January  30,  1841,  when  another 
meeting  of  the  citizens  was  held  at  the  Young  ^NTen's 
Association  rooms.  The  Mayor  presided,  and  the 
meeting  was  addressed  by  General  Samuel  Stevens 
and  Hon.  John  V.  L.  Pruyn. 

A  bill  in  the  Legislature  met  the  usual  opposition 
from  Troy  and  the  ferry  companies  at  iVlbany.  On 
March  26,  1841,  the  Assembly  Committee  on  the 
Albany  bridge  over  the  Hudson  reported  adversely. 
But  at  last  the  Hudson  is  spanned  at  Albany  by 
three  great  bridges. 

The  Hudson  River  Bridge  Company  was  incor- 
porated April  9,  1856,  lor  the  purpose  of  erecting 
and  maintaining  a  bridge,  for  the  purpose  of  rail- 
road travel  and  transportation,  across  the  Hudson 
River  from  some  proper  point  on  the  westerly  side 
or  shore  of  said  river,  in  the  City  of  Albany,  to 
some  proper  point  on  the  opposite  side  or  shore  of 
the  said  river,  in  the  County  of  Rensselaer.  The 
site  was  to  be  determined  ui)on  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, among  whom  was  INIoses  H.  Grinnell,  of 
New  York.  Chairman;  J.  D.  Monell,  of  Hudson; 
Palmer  Y.  Kellogg,  Utica;  Jacob  Gould,  Rochester; 
James  W.  Wailsworth,  Geneseo;  Albert  H.  Tracv, 
Buft'alo. 

On  the  2d  of  February,  1856,  a  remonstrance 
against  passing  an  act  authorizing  the  building  of 
the  bridge,  signed  by  over  four  thousand  citizens  of 
Albany,  was  presented  to  the  Legislature,  notwith- 
standing which  the  above-dcscribetl  bill-was  passed. 


The  capital  stock  was  $500,000.  The  bridge 
was  to  be  constructed  at  an  elevation  of  at  least 
twenty-five  feet  above  common  tide  water,  so  as  to 
allow  under  it  the  free  passage  of  canal-boats  and 
barges  without  masts,  with  a  draw  of  sufficient 
wiilth  to  admit  the  free  passage  of  the  largest  vessels 
navigating  the  river. 

An  act  was  passed  April  28,  186S,  relating  to 
the  Hudson  River  Bridge  Company,  directing  the 
bridge  erected  to  be  demolished  and  a  new  one 
constructed  by  the  same  company.  It  directed 
that  a  bridge  be  constructed  across  the  Hudson,  at 
or  near  the  foot  of  Exchange  street.  Albany,  to 
some  suitable  point  on  the  eastern  bank  of  said 
river  to  be  selected  by  the  said  Bridge  Company. 
The  act  directs  "  the  new  bridge  to  be  constructed, 
maintained,  used,  and  enjoyed  in  all  respects  as 
provided  by  the  act  entitled,  '  An  Act  Authorizing 
the  Construction  of  a  Bridge  Across  the  Hudson  at 
Albanv,'  passed  April  9,  1S56,  e.xcept  in  so  far  as 
they  are  modified  and  amended  by  this  act.  '  The 
act  provided,  that  as  soon  as  the  bridge  was  ready 
for  trains  and  foot  passengers,  carriages,  etc.,  to 
pass,  the  Bridge  Company  should  demolish  and  en- 
tirely remove  the  other  bridge,  and  that  if  the  com- 
pany failed  to  demolish  it  entirely,  the  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Albany  or  the  City  of  Troy, 
should  have  a  right  to  cause  the  bridge  to  be  de- 
molished and  removed  at  the  expense  of  the  Bridge 
Company. 

It  also  provided,  that  before  commencing  the 
erection  of  the  new  bridge,  the  Hudson  River  Bridge 
Company,  the  Nesv  York  Central  Railroad  Com- 
pany, the  Hudson  River  Railroad  Company,  and 
the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  Company,  stock- 
holders in  the  Hudson  River  Bridge  Company, 
"shall  jointly  and  severally  execute  and  deliver 
a  bond  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty 
of  the  City  of  Troy,  and  the  same  Board  of  iheCity 
of  Albanv,  in  the  penalty  of  at  least  s6oo,ooo. 
Conditioned  for  the  remo\al  of  the  old  bridge  and 
the  piers  thereof,  and  to  completely  restore  the 
navigation  of  the  river  at  that  point,  within  nine 
months  after  the  crossing  of  the  first  train  of  cars 
over  the  new  bridge." 

By  an  act  passed  ^lay  10.  1869,  the  Hudson 
River  Bridge  Company  was  authorized  to  buiKl 
another  bridge  across  the  Hudson,  at  a  hight  not 
less  than  that  of  the  previous  ones,  and  upon  aline 
to  be  selected  by  the  said  company,  beginning  on 
some  point  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  between 
State  street  and  Maiden  lane,  and  from  thence 
across  the  river.  Said  company  was  clothed  with 
all  the  privileges  and  powers  used  or  enjo_\ed  by  it 
in  reference  to  the  construction,  maintenance,  use, 
and  enjoyed  by  the  bridge  described  under  the  act 
authorizing  the  construction  of  a  bridge  across  the 
Hudson  at  Albany,  passed  April  9,  1856,  so  tar  as 
they  were  applicable  to  the  new  bridge.  The  capi- 
tal stock  of  the  company  was  increased  to  i;2,oco, - 
000.  The  Act  of  1S56  appears  to  be  the  founda- 
tion law  of  the  bridges  now  crossing  the  river  at 
Albany. 

On  April  18,  1S72,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act 
authorizing  the  construction  of  a  bridge  across  the 
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Hudson  at  Albany,  and  incorporating  the  Albany 
and  Greenbusli  Bridge  Company,  for  the  purpose 
of  erectinji:  and  maintaining  a  toll  bridge;  for  travel 
and  transportation  across  the  Hudson  River  from 
some  point  on  the  westerly  side  at  Albany  to  some 
point  on  the  opposite  side  in  Greenbusli. 

The  site  was  determined  b}'  Commissioners 
Thomas  W.  Alcolt,  Cliarles  Van  Benthuysen,  Vol- 
kert  P.  Douw,  of  Albany,  James  Ring,  of  Green- 
bush,  Alexander  Morris,  J.  T.  Davis  and  John  H. 
Pratt,  of  East  Greenbush.  The  bridge  was  to  be 
constructed  at  least  twenty  feet  above  common  tide- 
water, and  with  a  draw  of  one  hundred  feet  in 
width. 

On  April  23,  1872,  the  Legislature  passed  an 
act  authorizing  the  construction  of  a  bridge  across 
the  Hudson  at  the  City  of  Troy,  incorporating  the 
Troy  and  West  Troy  Bridge  Company. 

Acts  to  compel  the  maintenance  of  lights  on 
swing-bridges  across  the  river  were  passed  by  the 
Legislature,  June  i,  1880. 

The  time  when  these  three  bridges  were  com- 
pleted, their  equipments,  and  general  description 
of  them,  is  given  in  "  Phelps'  Hand-book  of  Al- 
bany," as  follows: 

"  The  first  or  upper  bridge,  now  used  exclusively 
for  freight  trains,  was  opened  February  22,  1S66, 
after  thirty  years  of  the  most  steadfast  opposition, 
Troy  taking  the  lead.  It  is  doubtful,  however, 
whether  the  bridges  have  really  injured  that  city  a 
dollar;  but  they  certainly  have  had  a  depressing 
effect  upon  some  kind  of  business  in  Albany, 
carting  especially.  Before  the  bridges  were  erected, 
all  trains  had  to  be  unloaded  in  this  city,  and  the 
work  then  involved  was  very  great;  but  now  freight 
goes  through,  without  breaking  bulk,  from  New 
York  to  San  Francisco.  The  upper  bridge  is  sup- 
ported by  twenty-one  stone  piers;  The  bridge 
proper  is  1,953  feet  long,  and  with  the  trestle-work 
4,253  feet.  Its  cost,  including  necessary  purchases 
of  real  estate,  was  $1,100,000. 

"The  middle  bridge,  also  for  railroads,  is  1,940 
feet  long,  or,  with  approaches,  2,665  feet,  that  is. 
twenty-five  feet  over  half  a  mile.  The  spans  num- 
ber twenty-two.  The  draw  weighs  about  400  tons. 
Work  of  construction  began  in  May,  1870,  and  the 
bridge  was  first  used  in  1872.  The  total  cost  of 
the  two  bridges  was  $2,532,357.43,  of  which  the 
Central  Hudson  paid  51,173,133.80;  the  Boston 
and  Albany,  $351,485;  the  rest  by  the  companies 
who  have  had  the  earnings  of  the  bridges. 

"  Over  sixty  men  are  employed  upon  them.  The 
toll  on  both  bridges  for  foot  passengers  is  three 
cents;  fifty  tickets  for  one  dollar. 

"  A  third  britlge  across  the  river  was  begun  in 
1876,  but  for  several  years  progressed  very  slowly, 
except  in  litigation,  of  which  there  was  plenty.  It 
was  finally  completed,  and  opened  for  teams  and 
foot  passengers  January  24,  1882.  It  is  at  South 
Ferry  street,  below  the  steamboat  landing.  Its 
length,  including  approaches,  is  1,669  '^^^'^^  twenty- 
nine  feet  above  low-water  mark.  The  draw,  400 
feet  long,  weighs  1,500  tons,  and  is  worked  by  a 
thirty  horse-power  engine.  It  is  owned  by  the 
Albany  and  Greenbush  Bridge  Company.  Tolls 


are  charged  as  follows:  Foot  passengers,  two  cents; 
double  teams,  fifteen  cents;  single  teams,  ten  cents. 
It  will  eventually  be  used  as  a  railroad  bridge,  the 
top  being  arranged  with  that  in  view."' 

I  SQUIRE  WHIPPLE,  C.  E. 

Is  an  Honorary  ^Member  of  the  American  Society 
of  Civil  Engineers;  inventor  of  ilie  Whipple  iron 
bridges;  and  the  first  to  introduce  and  successfully 
practice  the  construction  of  iron  truss  bridges.  He 
was  born  in  Worcester  County,  Mass.,  September 
^   16,  1S04.     His  father,  James  Whipple,  followed 
I  the  occupation  of  farming  for  the  most  of  his  life; 
and,  starting  without  inherited  capital,  by  industry 
and  prudent  management,  aided  by  a  careful  and 
I  energetic  partner  of  his  fortunes,  he  raised  a  nu- 
'  merous  family  in  comfort  and  respectability.  But 
(  of  course  it  was  necessary  for  the  several  members 
of  the  household  to  make  themselves  useful  ac- 
,  cording  to  their  strength  and  abilities,  and  ]\Ir. 

Whipple,  to  the  age  of  about  twenty,  spent  his 
;  years  mostly  in  farm  labor  on  the  homestead,  with 
the  exception  of  about  five  years,  from  181 2  to 
1817,  during  which  the  family  resided  in  the  ad- 
joining county  of  Hampshire,  ]vlass. ,  the  flither 
having  engaged  in  the  erection  and  running  of  a 
small  cotton  factory  in  the  early  days  of  cotton 
[  manufacture  in  this  country. 

Here  the  boy,  when  not  at  school  or  at  play,  was 
occupied  in  labor,  suited  to  his  age  and  strength, 
about  the  factory.     He  was  also  brought  in  con- 
I  tact  with  the  operations  of  the  machine  shop, 
I  which  assisted  in  developing  a  natural  taste  for 
mechanical  pursuits,  which  became  conspicuous 
in  his  after  life.    But  subsequent  years,  spent  prin- 
cipally in  farm  labor  in  Osego  County,  whither 
the  family  removed  in  1817 — the  interest  in  the  fac- 
tory having  been  disposed  of — afforded  only  such 
opportunity  for  mental  improvement  as  could  be 
derived  from  the  common  country  school,  and 
j  that  only  available  for  three  or  four  months  in  the 
I  year.    Still  I\tr.  Whipple  had  made  such  advance- 
ment at  the  age  of  seventeen  or  eighteen  as  to  pass 
the  exammation   required   for   common  school 
teaching,  an  occupation  which  he  followed  for  a 
few  winter  terms,  as  a  temporary  means  of  acquir- 
ing funds  to  pay  the  expense  of  continuing  his 
I  studies.    Yxom  1822  to  1828,  he  was  enabled  to 
j  spend  a  term  or  two,  first  at  the  academy  at  Hart- 
j  wick,  Osego   County,   and   subsequently  at  the 
!  academy  at  Fairfield,   Herkimer  County,  as  he 
j  could  manage  to  raise  the  necessary  means  by  his 
j  own  exertions  ;  for  he  was  unwilling  to  draw  from 
!  the  paternal  resources,  ami  in  1S30  he  graduated 
j  from  Union  College,  having  spent  the  senior  year 
i  there. 

\  At  that  time  the  profession  of  civil  engineering 
i  in  this  country  was  in  its  eariy  stage.  But  the 
I  Erie  Canal  had  been  constructed,  and  some  few 
!  other  public  works  of  that  class,  and  the  country 
I  had  got  pretty  well  excited  upon  the  subject  of 
I  railroads.  It  seemed  that  the  civil  engineer  was 
I  to  be  an  important  factor  in  the  development  upon 
1  this  continent.     In  pursuance  of  the  advice  of 
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friends,  as  well  as  in  accordance  with  his  own  in- 
clination, Mr.  Whipple  decided  to  turn  his  atten- 
tion to  engineering,  as  a  profession  promising  suc- 
cess. His  first  practical  experience  in  the  field 
was  as  a  rod-man.  and  subsequently  as  a  leveler 
upon  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  in  1830 
and  1832.  In  1833  '^'^  came  near  losing  his  life 
by  a  virulent  attack  of  small-pox.  From  1833  to 
1836  he  was  engaged  in  surveys  for  fixing  the 
boundaries  of  lands  necessary  for  the  use  and 
maintenance  of  the  Erie  Canal,  and  in  surveys  and 
estimates  for  tlie  Erie  Canal  enlargement,  under 
the  direction  of  the  late  Holmes  Hutchinson,  of 
Utica,  as  chief  engineer.  In  1836-37116  was  em- 
ployed upon  the  eastern  division  of  the  New  York 
and  Erie  Railroad  as  resident  engineer,  under  the 
direction  of  the  late  Edwin  F.  Johnson  of  Middle- 
town,  Conn.,  who  was  one  of  Mr.  Whipple's  most 
valued  friends.  The  preceding,  with  five  or  six 
preliminary  surveys  and  estimates  (from  1S37  to 
1850)  of  railroad  and  canal  routes  in  ditierent 
sections  of  the  country,  constitutes  most  of  his 
experience  in  general  field  engineering. 

Like  some  other  engineers,  Mr.  Whipple  was 
not  always  successful  in  finding  a  demand  for  his 
services  upon  public  works.  In  such  limes  his 
taste  and  talent  for  mechanics  induced  him  to 
turn  his  versatile  hand  to  the  manufacture  of  en- 
gineering field  instruments.  Included  in  such  man- 
ufacture were  twenty  to  thirty  leveling  instruments, 
and  several  transits  and  theodolites,  all  of  which 
proved  correct  and  satisfactory  in  use.  About 
1840  he  designed  a  plan  and  constructed  a  model 
of  a  scale  for  weighing  boats  of  three  or  four 
hundred  tons  upon  the  enlarged  Erie  Canal;  and 
subsequently  built,  by  contract,  the  first  enlarged 
weigh-lock  scale  upon  that  work.  The  scale 
operated  satisfactorily,  and  served  as  a  model,  as 
to  general  feature?,  for  three  or  four  others  after- 
wards built,  one  of  which  was  by  !Mr.  Whipple. 
They  were  probably  the  largest  weighing  machines 
ever  constructed.  In  the  same  year,  1840,  ]Mr. 
Whipple  designed  and  constructed  his  first  model 
iron  bridge  truss,  or  girder,  fur  which  he  obtained 
letters  patent,  and  subsec[uently  built  a  large 
number  of  his  patent  iron  arch  truss  bridges,  of 
seventy  to  one  hundred  feet  span,  over  the  Erie 
Canal.  This  was  the  first  decidedly  successful 
attempt  at  the  construction  and  use  of  iron  truss 
bridges,  and  the  result  fully  demonstrated  the 
practical  adaptability  of  iron  as  the  principal  ma- 
terial in  bridge  construction.  Still  the  innovation 
was  looked  upon  with  doubt  and  suspicion,  and 
no  great  progress  was  made  in  iron  bridge  build- 
irfg  in  this  country  till  after  the  year  1850,  when 
some  thirty  iron  bridges  were  in  use,  mostly  upon 
the  Erie  Canal,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  con- 
structed by  Mr.  Whipple. 

In  the  meantime  ]Mr.  Whipple  had  built  several 
short  and  unimportant  iron  railroad  bridges  for 
the  New  York  and  Erie  Railroad,-  which  were 
thoroughly  tested  and  successfully  used  for  several 
months  under  railroad  tratTic;  but  were  subsequent- 
ly removed,  in  deference  to  a  panic  excited  against 
iron  railroad  bridges  by  the  breaking  of  a  bridge 


of  a  difterent  construction,  and  of  different  pro- 
portions, upon  the  same  road.  The  broken  bridge 
was  similar  to  one  that  had  been  examined  by  Mr. 
Whipple,  and  publicly  announced  to  be  of  in- 
adecjuate  proportions  in  important  parts  for  a  safe 
and  reliable  structure.  Still  its  failure  was  the 
cause  of  serious  hindrance  to  progress  in  the  use 
of  iron  bridges  for  railroads. 

In  1847  Mr.  Whipple  prepared  and  published  a 
small  elementary  and  practical  work  ujion  bridge 
building,  in  which  were  pointed  out  and  illustrated 
the  principles  governing  the  construction  of  bridge 
trusses  or  girders,  and  also  rules  and  formul32  for 
estimating  the  exact  maximum  strain  upon  each 
part  or  member  of  the  truss  in  the  various  con- 
ditions of  a  given  maximum  load:  thus  enabling 
each  part  to  be  proportioned  according  to  the  work 
required  of  it,  whereby  the  greatest  possible  econ- 
omy of  material  could  be  secured:  whereas  the 
practice  in  that  respect  had  theretofore  been  essen- 
tially a  matter  of  mere  empiricism.     Mr.  Whipple's 
book  also  explained  methods  I'or  accurately  de- 
termining the  relative  economy  of  different  com- 
binations and  arrangements  of  the  parts  of  the 
I  truss:  and  the  plans  he  then  recommeniled  as  the 
best,  are  those  now  almost  universally  adopted  by 
!  the  best  builders,  although  strenuous  effort  has 
I  been  made  to  discover  or  invent  better  combina- 
i  tions — sometimes  by  modifications  of  the  same 
fundamental    principles,  and   sometimes   by  the 
adoption  of  arrangements  which  Mr.  Whipple  had 
considered  and  discarded.    Of  the  latter  category 
!  is  the  truss  known  as  the  Bollman:  and  of  the 
1  former,  the  so-called  Warren  girder,  in  which  is 
\  dropped  one  set  of  diagonal  members  from  the 
j  Whipple  trapezoidal  without  verticals.    This  Mr. 
1  Whipple  had  previously  done  in  the  construc- 
i  tion  of  skeleton  floor  beams  and  short  trusses 
I  of  twenty  to  thirty  feet,   and  again  by  restoring 
I  the  members  omitted  in  the  Warren  girder,  as  an 
:  improvement  on  the  latter.     Mr.  Whipple  claims 
I  no  originality  in  the  use  of  diagonal  or  oblique 
I  members  between  parallel  chords,  with  or  with- 
I  out  verlic  ds,  which  had  long  been  a  common 
j  practice.     Ikit  the  proportioning  of  parts  accord- 
\  ing  to  accurate  calculation  of  the  strain  upon  each, 
and  the  adoption  of  the  trapezoidal  turm  of  truss, 
i  by  the  use  of  a  triangular  panel  at  each  end,  are 
devices  first  employed  by  him:  and  in  these  consist, 
principally,  the  distinction  between  modern  .scien- 
!  tific  bridge  building  and  the  empirical  practice  of 
[  former  times. 

In  1852-53,  iMr.  Whipple  built  a  wrought  and 
cast-iron  bridge  of  i  50  feet  upon  the  then  Albany 
j  Northern,  now  the  Renssalaer  and  Saratoga  Rail- 
road, which  was  in  constant  use  for  thirty  years, 
and  is  believed  to  have  been  the  oldest  iron  railroad 
'  bridge  of  considerable  span  in  this  country,  if  nut 
!  in  the  world,    .\lthough    probably   the  lightest 
iron  railroad  bridge  of  like  span  ever  built,  and 
containing  si.xty  per  cent,  of  cast-iron  in  the  trusses, 
it  was  subjected  to  as  severe  a  tost  lead,  perhaps, 
as  ever  has  been  applied  to  any  iron  bridge  of  like 
I  span  and  weight  of  truss.    This  bridge  contained 
75,000  pounds  of  iron  (three-fifths  cast-iron),  ex- 
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elusive  of  floor  beams  and  track-stringers,  which 
were  of  wood.  Although  bridges  are  now  built  of 
spans  more  than  three  times  as  great,  the  one  here 
referred  to  was  at  that  time  regarded  as  an  achieve- 
ment of  no  inconsiderable  importance.  Still  iron 
bridge  building  made  no  marked  progress  for  sev- 
eral years  after  the  erection  of  the  one  in  cjuestion. 
The  last  twenty-five  years,  however,  have  witnessed 
a  remarkable  revolution  in  this  respect,  insomuch 
that  iron  is  now  almost  universally  and  exclusi\ely 
employed  in  the  construction  of  important  bridges. 

In  1872,  i\Ir.  Whipple  published  an  enlargement 
of  his  work  on  bridge  building,  which  has  reached 
the  third  edition,  although  other  valuable  works 
upon  the  subject  have  lately  been  placed  before  the 
engineering  profession.  In  1S72,  letters  patent  were 
granted  to  Mr.  Whipple  for  a  lift  draw-bridge,  hav- 
ing a  counterpoised  tloor  suspended  from  an  ele- 
vated stationary  truss-bridge,  and  movable  verticallv 
by  means  of  a  system  of  sheaves,  cables  and  shaft- 
ing, whereby  the  flooring  can  be  raised  to  the 
truss-chords  for  the  passage  of  boats  in  the  water- 
way beneath,  and  lowered  to  near  the  water  surface 
for  the  transit  of  land  traffic.  In  1873-74  the  in- 
ventor built  the  first  patent  lift  draw-bridge  over 
the  Erie  Canal  at  Utica,  which  has  been  in  satis- 
factory use  during  eleven  seasons  of  canal  naviga- 
tion. The  movement  is  effected  by  a  five  hundred- 
pound  weight,  wound  up  about  fifteen  feet  by  one 
minute's  work  of  one  man,  which  in  descending 
effects  the  required  movement  of  the  platform,  up 
or  down,  in  ten  seconds.  This  invention  is  very 
useful  and  convenient  in  many  localities  which  will 
not  admit  of  the  use  of  swing  draw-bridges,  and 
has  been  adopted  in  other  places  upon  the  Erie 
Canal,  namely,  in  Rochester  aild  Syracuse,  with  no 
profit  to  the  inventor  however,  as  the  builders  and 
users  of  his  patent  bridges  have  not  had  the  fair- 
ness to  voluntarily  adjust  his  rights  and  claims,  and 
he  has  forborne  to  prosecute. 

In  fine,  the  relation  of  Mr.  Whipple  to  iron 
bridges  may  be  fitly  compared  with  that  of  Watt  to 
the  steam  engine,  Fulton  to  the  steamboat,  Morse 
to  the  electric  telegraph  and  Bell  to  the  speaking 
telephone,  with  the  e.Kception  that,  whereas  most 
of  these  have  derived  great  wealth  from  the  results 
of  their  ingenuity  and  labors,  Mr.  Whipple  has  only 
secured  a  comfortable  competence  for  declining 
years.  Though  he  has  sometimes  felt  himself 
treated  with  illiberality,  he  does  not  complain,  as 
he  has  had  no  morbid  hankering  for  costly  display, 
and  holds  the  opinion  that  enough  should  suffice, 
and  that  the  fitting  wages  of  labor  sliould  be  gauged 
by  the  time  of  duration,  together  with  the  damage 
by  wear  and  tear,  mental  and  physical,  sustained 
by  the  performer,  and  not  by  fortuitous  conditions 
and  straits,  which  may  render  a  particular  service 
of  vital  importance  to  the  beneficiary.  Iku  the 
limits  of  this  sketch  will  not  admit  of  elaboration 
upon  questions  of  this  character  in  this  connection. 
As  an  evidence  of  the  estimation  in  which  Mr. 
Whipf)lc's  labors  are  held  liy  his  (ellow-engincers, 
may  be  cited  the  fact  of  his  being  hailed  among 
them  as  the  ''father  of  iron  bridges,  '  as  well  as 
the  following  extract  from  the  annual  address  to  the 


■  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  published  in 
the  Transactions  of  the  Society  in  June,  1S80. 

'  Speaking  of  the  progress  in  bridge  construction,  the 

address  savs:  "While,  however,  our  English  brcth- 
!  ren,  thirty  yea'rs  ago,  were  building  plate  girders 

and  tubes,  our  venerable  In  )norary  member,  Scjuire 
i  Whipple,  was  studying  the  subject  and,  with  char- 
;  acteristic  modesty,  laying  down  the  principles  of  a 

science  of  bridge  construction  based  upon  deter- 
'  mining  the  action  of  the  forces  in  skeleton  struc- 
!  tures  bv  rigid  mathematical  calculation.  His  book, 
i  printed  in  1S47,  contains  nearly  all  that  is  vitally 
'  important  connected  with  the  theory  of  fixed  spans, 
i  and  his  bridges  stand  to-day  as  monuments  to  his 

skill  and  as  reminders  to  us  of  the  debt  we  owe  to 
'  that  ilistinguished  engineer." 

In  1837  Mr.  Whipple  was  married  to  ]\Iiss  Anna 
1  Case,  of  Utica,  a  lady  of  refined  tastes  and  excellent 

■  womanly  qualities.      Having  resided    in  Utica, 

i  where  much  of  his  life  labor  was  performed,  from 
I  1833  to  1850,  he  removed  to  Albany  in  the  latter 
year,  where  he  has  since  resided.  The  last  few 
j  years  have  found  him  mostly  engaged  in  such 
!  mechanical  and  scientific  labors,  studies  and  ex- 
!  periment*,  in  a  private  way,  as  are  congenial  to  his 
!  tastes.  Though  not  without  a  keen  relish  for  pleas- 
j  ant  social  intercourse,  he  has,  through  life,  found  a 
!  large  share  of  his  enjoyment  in  the  exercise  of  his 
I  own  faculties  of  thought  and  action  ;  and  his  cabinet 
I  of  models,  instruments  and  apparatus  for  the  illus- 
I  tration  of  different  branches  of  physical  and  mechan- 
I  ical  science,  mostly  made  by  himself,  and  largely 
I  of  original  design,  has  elicited  expressions  of  ad- 
I  miration  from  many  who  have  given  it  inspec- 
i  tion.  Withal,  Mr.  Whipple  has  turned  his  hand 
j  to  amateur  printing,  and  has  printed  many  short 
!  essAvs  upon  various  subjects,  mostly  promulgating 
'  original  thoughts  characteristic  of  his  idiocrasy, 
i  which  is  somewhat  radical:  for,  in  other  directions, 
j  as  well  as  in  regard  to  his  speciality  of  biidge 
i  building,  his  bent  is  to  go  down  to  fundamental 
1  ficts,  principles  and  evidences  upon  which  to  base 
I  his  conclusions  and  practices. 
I 

DOCKS.  WHARVES,  AND  BASIN  OF 
ALBANY, 

WITH  MANY  HISTORIC   FVENTS  .\ND   REMINISCENCES  OF 
OLDEN  TIMES. 

By  Genek.\l  S.  V.  T.vixott. 

[This  .able  paper  was  kindly  prepared  for  us  by  (ieneral 
S.  \'.  Talcott,  a  distinguished  citi/en,  now  venerable  in 
years,  who  has  held  many  po^ts  of  duty  with  adv.intage  to 
I   his  native  city  and  .State,  and  credit  to  himself,    tlis  knowl- 
I   edge  of  local  historv — of  many  of  the  events  in  which  he  has 
l)een  an  eye-witness — and  his  skillful  use  of  facts,  well  estab- 
;    lished  by  public  documents  and  the  testimony  of  the  men  of 
I    his  chiidhcjcxi  days,  make  his  reminiscences  and  otlier  slate- 
i    ments  valuable.    We  are  are  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  omit 
'   some  of  the  legal  and  other  documentary  matter  for  want  of 
j   space.— J.  T.] 

j  Professor  Peter  Kalm,  a  Swedish  naturalist  of 
I  distinction,  from  the  University  of  Upsaia.  visited 
I  Albanv  in  1749.  He  says,  in  his  report,  that  the 
i  "  Hudson  River  at  Albany  is  from  twelve  to  twenty 
i  feet  deep;  that  there  is  as  yet  no  quay  made  for  the 
landing  of  yachts,  because  the  people  feared  it 
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would  be  swept  away  in  the  sprinjr:  that  the  vessels 
come  pretty  near  tlie  shore  and  receive  tlieir  car- 
goes from  two  canoes  lashed  together.  " 

It  appears  from  the  records  of  the  Common 
Council,  that  as  early  as  1727  the  building  of  suit- 
able wharves  for  the  accommodation  of  the  vessels 
navigating  the  river  was  contemplated.  On  Octo- 
ber 24th  an  ordinance  was  passed  "  requiring  the 
freeholders  of  the  city  who  held  lands  or  ground 
fronting  on  tlie  east  near  or  to  the  Hudson  River, 
be  directed  to  produce  their  titles  to  the  same,  in 
order  that  the  Common  Council  may  be  better 
enabled  to  consider  of  finding  out  the  proper  waj  s 
and  means  for  docking  and  regulating  of  streets 
on  the  east  tliereof,  along  the  Hudson  River,  and 
that  such  titles  be  produced  in  Common  Council 
at  the  City  Hall  on  the  loth  day  of  November 
next." 

About  one  hundred  and  fourteen  years  ago,  that 
is,  in  1770,  a  surve\'  of  the  City  of  Albany  was 
made  by  Robert  Yates,  which  gives  its  frontage  on 
the  Hudson  River,  from  a  point  near  the  foot  of 
Quackenbush  street  at  the  north,  to  the  present 
steamboat  landing  at  the  intersection  of  Broadway 
and  Quay  street  at  the  south.  These  were  the 
north  and  south  boundaries  of  the  whole  inhabited 
part  of  the  city  Those  of  the  east  and  west  were 
the  river  and  the  fort  near  Lodge  street.  On  the 
map  projected  from  this  survey,  the  river  has  a 
great  bend  to  the  westward  from  the  islands  above 
the  city  to  the  steamboat  landing;  it  then  turns 
and  runs  in  a  more  easterly  direction.  On  the  flat 
lands  bordering  the  deepest  part  of  this  bend,  the 
first  settlers  planted  the  little  colony  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck.  Most  of  their  dwellings  were  on  the  street, 
now  Broadway,  near  the  river,  with  gardens  run- 
ning down  to  the  water.  Few  resided  above 
Orange  or  below  Beiver  streets,  where  the  stock- 
ades were.  The  channel  of  the  river,  following  its 
curve,  kept  close  to  the  shore,  and  by  its  good 
depth  of  water  formed  the  harbor  of  the  city,  where 
the  vessels  navigating  the  Hudson  received  their 
cargoes.  In  1770  there  were  four  docks  used  for 
this  purpose:  one  above  Columbia  street,  near 
where  Foxenkill  empties  in  the  basin,  called  the 
Arsenal  Whar£-  one  at  the  foot  of  Mark  lane  (Ex- 
change street)  in  the  shape  of  a  T,  called  the 
Middle  Wharf,  which  was  enlarged  and  extended 
in  1774  to  90  feet  in  length  and  32  feet  in  width; 
another  at  the  foot  of  Hudson  street,  of  the  same 
shape,  but  somewhat  smaller,  called  the  City  Hall 
Wharf;  and  one  at  Kilby  lane  (now  Hamilton 
street),  near  where  the  steamboat  landing  now  is, 
called  Kilby's  Wharf,  later  known  as  Hodges' 
•  Dock.  All  four  extended  to  the  channel  of  the 
river  near  its  western  bank.  Division  street,  which 
came  to  the  river  between  the  last-named  wharves, 
was  then  called  Bone  alley.  The  original  shore 
line,  as  represented  on  this  map,  was  as  far  west  as 
Dean  street,  then  called  Dock  street.  Subsequent 
filling  brought  out  the  water  line  to  its  present 
position  on  the  east  side  of  Quay  street.  .At 
Quackenbush  street  the  west  bank  of  the  river  was 
about  3S0  feet  east  of  Broatlway;  at  Foxenkill 
about  200  feet;  at  Exchange  street  abut  70  feet;  at 


State  street  about  80  feet  east  of  Dean;  at  Hudson 
street  about  160  feet;  and  at  Division  street  about 
175  feet  east  of  Broadway. 

It  appears  from  a  map  projected  from  a  survey 
of  Hudson  street  made  in  1791,  that  the  land  on 
the  north  side  of  that  street  had  been  extended,  bv 
filling  into  the  river,  not  quite  two  hundred  fcct; 
and  that  Ruttcnkill,  now  known  as  Beaver  street 
sewer,  which  emptied  into  the  basin  at  the  north- 
east corner  of  Hudson  and  Quay  streets,  was  de- 
flected from  its  course,  crossed  Hudson  street  at 
nearly  a  right  angle,  and  emptied  into  the  river 
about  eiglity  feet  south  of  that  street.  The  filling 
having  been  carrietl  on  irregularly,  and  more  rap- 
idly on  the  north  than  on  the  south  side  of  the 
street,  deflected  the  stream  from  its  original  course. 
The  Ruttenkill  is  not  laid  down  on  the  map  of 
1770.  Only  two  are  there  represented:  Foxenkill, 
which  empties  into  the  river  above  Columbia  street, 
and-  Beaverkill,  which  now  passes  through  the 
Arch  street  sewer. 

In  1795,  the  Due  de  Liancourt,  who  had  visited 
Albany,  stated  that  there  were  in  the  Hudson  River 
trade  90  sloops — 45  owned  in  Albany  and  45  in 
New  York — of  about  70  tons  each.  They  made 
on  an  average  20  trips  in  a  season.  The  freight  on 
grain  was  \  2\  cents  per  cwt. ;  passage  to  New  York. 
$1.25.  He  states,  also,  that  sloops  were  built  in 
Albany  for  527.50  per  ton;  that  the  Corporation 
of  the  city  sells  the  wharves  at  $2.50  per  foot  front- 
age, reserving  an  annual  rent  of  58.12!  per  lot. 
Labor  was  56I  cents  per  day,  and  in  harvest  time 
87^-  cents.     Butcher's  meat,  \2\  cents  per  pound. 

The  title  to  the  river  front,  out  to  the  channel, 
was  vested  in  the  i\Iayor  and  Commonalty  of  the 
city.  As  early  as  1793  they  began  to  lease  in  per- 
petuity, chiefly  to  those  persons  whose  property 
extended  to  the  river,  and  was  bounded  by  it,  tlie 
water  lots  in  front  of  the  same.  The  annual  quit 
rent  required  was  one  shilling  per  running  foot. 

]Most  of  these  leases  have  been  commuted,  and 
the  titles  transferred,  by  quit  claim  deeds  from 
the  r^Iayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty,  to  the 
purchasers  of  the  lots  from  the  original  leasers. 
The  water  lots  north  of  the  city,  in  what  was  called 
the  Colonic,  were  held  under  titles  derived  from 
Van  Rensselaer,  the  Patroon,  as  were  also  the 
lands  embraced  within  the  bounds  of  the  Colonic, 
extending  from  Patroon  street  (now  Clinton  avenue) 
and  Quackenbush  street  on  the  south,  to  the  Pa- 
troon's  Creek  on  the  north,  and  from  the  river  on 
the  east  to  and  including  Arbor  hill  on  the  west. 

.\  Dock  Association,  composed  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  dock  between  the  center  of  Maiden  lane  and 
the  north  side  of  State  street,  was  formed  in  1794. 
This  was  probably  the  first  regular  dock,  extending 
trom  street  to  street,  that  was  constructed,  and  the 
Association  was  probably  formed  on  its  completion. 

At  a  meeting  held  February  2,  1796: 

"  Resolved,  Tiiat  the  Trustees  are  hereby  author- 
ized (if  they  judge  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the 
Association)  to  admit  the  proprietors  of  the  quay 
south  of  Bone  lane  [Division  street]  and  north  of 
Kilby  lane  [Hamilton  street],  parties  to  the  agreC' 
ment. '" 
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James  Caldwell  and  Stephen  Van  Rcns-elacr  were 
admitted  as  members,  and  their  wharves  taken  into 
the  common  stock,  January  23, 1803. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  at  Moody's  Tav- 
ern on  Thursday  evening,  February  3,  1814,  the 
Trustees  stated  to  the  Proprietors  present,  that  the 
written  agreement  executed  on  the  r3th  of  March, 
1794,  under  which  the  Association  was  orip:inally 
organized,  would  expire  on  the  13th  of  March 
next.    It  was 

"  Resokol,  unanimously,  that  the  wharves  lying 
south  of  Steuben  street  and  north  of  the  watering 
place  [foot  of  Columbia  street]  as  it  is  now  situated, 
shall  continue  under  the  same  regulations  and  man- 
agement as  has  been  adopted  for  the  past  year." 

In  1795,  the  wharfage  the  first  year  was  £z^o 
7s.  od.  The  amount  of  dividend  per  foot,  5f  per 
cent. 

February  10,  1873,  the  gross  wharfage  of  the  last 
year  of  the  Association  was  $820.26;  commis- 
sion, $165.05;  net,  ^^655. 22;  dividends,  $1  per 
foot;  number  of  feet,  607^^^ 

Abraham  Bloodgood  was  the  first  wharfinger, 
1794;  succeeded  by  Abraham  Eights,  17155  1S19; 
Edward  Brown,  1820-41;  John  L.  Hyatt,  1841- 
70;  William  Eaton,  1870-71;  F.  A.  Sliepard,  1871- 

The  13th  of  February,  187-3,  '^^e  Association  ad- 
journed sine  die. 

Andrew  E.  Brown  was  Secretary  from  i6th  Feb- 
ruary, 1831,  to  the  13th  of  February,  1873— forty- 
two  years. 

A  ferry  from  near  the  foot  of  Kilby's  lane  (Flam- 
ilton  street)  was  established  at  an  early  day.  Prob- 
ably before  1767,  as  the  right  to  maintain  a  ferry 
was  granted  to  Guysbert  Marcelis  for  ;^70  per  an- 
num, on  the  14th  ]\[arch  of  that  year;  and  on 
March  3,  1781,  the  Deputy  Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral, Dirk  Haden,  was  granted  the  privilege  "to 
land  with  the  ferry-boat  at  the  Old  Dock  at  the 
store-houses  until  further  ordered.''  This  was 
probably  Kilby's  Dock,  for  on  April  24,  1783,  the 
Common  Council  passed  an  ordinance  directing 
that  "  the  stones  of  a  part  of  the  dock  at  the  stores 
be  appropriated  to  complete  the  City  Hall  Dock 
and  the  next  Northern  Duck:  to  wit,  the  [stones 
ofj  south  pier  of  said  dock  [at  the  stores]  called 
Kilby's  Dock. 

September  25,  1783,  "the  resolution  to  appro- 
priate the  stones  of  the  lower  pier  of  Kilby's  Dock, 
to  complete  the  City  Hall  Dock  and  Middle  Dock, 
is  reconsidered. " 

The  Court  House  or  City  Hall,  a  plain  three- 
story  yellow  brick  building  with  a  belfry  on  top, 
having  a  door  and  four  windows  on  the  first  story, 
and  five  wmdows  on  each  of  the  other  stories,  oc- 
cupied the  corner  of  Court  street  (Broadway)  and 
Hudson  street,  fronting  on  the  former.  It  was  the 
center  for  al!  public  purposes  and  occupied  by  the 
Legislature  until  the  Capitol  on  the  hill  was  erect- 
ed. The  courts  were  held  in  it;  public  meetings 
were  addressed  from  its  steps;  wheii  a  fire  occurred 
the  citizens  were  directed  to  assemble  there,  each 
\yith  a  given  nunaber  of  leather  fire-buckets,  which 


they  were  required  to  keep  hanging  in  a  conven- 
ient place  in  the  halls  of  their  dwellings — for  there 
I  were   no  fire-engines  in  those  days.    When  an 
I  alarm  was  given,  each  sturdy  Dutchman  in  knee- 
breeches,    cocked   hat    and    wide-skirted  coat, 
I  hastened  to  the  Court  House  with  his  buckets, 
crying,  "Brand!  brandl!"  (Fire!  fire!!)  as  he  ran. 
Or,  when  the  ice  began  to  mo\e  in  the  river,  at  the 
sound  of  the  bell  at  any  moment,  midday  or  mid- 
night, the  whole  population  rushed  to  the  Court 
House  for  instruction  and  a  leader — arousing  the 
sleepers,  if  it  was  night,  with  their  startling  shouts 
of  "  Ys  gang!!     (The  ice  is  going!)    It  required 
the  energy  and  assistance  of  all  the  available  citi- 
zens, so  rapid  was  usually  the  rise  of  water  and 
flow  of  the  ice  when  once  started,  to  get  the  fami- 
lies and  the  effects  of  those  residing  near  the  river 
out  of  danger.    After  the  Old  Court  Flouse  had 
served  its  time  for  State  and  city,  Harry  Trow- 
bridge took  its  upper  stories  for  a  museum,  and 
moved  his  collection  of  curiosities  into  it,  the  main 
floor  being  occupied  for  commercial  purposes. 
The  first  museum  was  established  on  the  corner  of 
Green  and  Beaver  streets  in  1798.     There  is  no 
evidence  to  show  that  Trowbridge  was  the  propri- 
etor of  this;  but,  from  the  fact  that  nothing  is  heard 
of  it  after  he  opened  the  New  York  State  Museum 
in  the  Old  Court  House,  it  is  probable  that  he  was. 
It  is  known  that  he  had  a  museum  as  early  as  1809, 
called  the  Albany  ?^Iuseum.    This  was  probably 
the  name  of  the  one  on  the  corner  of  Green  and 
Beaver  streets.    There  were  great  attractions  for 
the  small  boys  and  girls  in  the  museum  on  the 
corner  of  Hudson  street  and  Broadway  in  those 
days — the  monstrosities  excited  their  wonder;  the 
phantismagoria  and  the  wax  figures  their  delight. 
The  collection  of  the  latter  was  a  remarkable  one 
indeed.    Arrayed  in  full  costume,  and  in  various 
attitudes,  were  Charlotte  Temple,  Daniel  Lambert, 
i  Punch  and  Judy,  Louis  the  XIV,  Jael  driving  the 
j  nail  into  the  head  of  Sisera,  and  many  others  of 
I  equal  note.    But  the  crowning  wonder  of  all,  an- 
j  nounced  by  the  ringing  of  a  small  bell,  was  the 
I  raising  of  the  ghost  of  Samuel,  by  the  Witch  of  En- 
I  dor,  for  the  humble  and  awe-stricken  Saul,  who 
!  stood  near  in  full  armor  of  steel.    The  spirit  slow- 
I  ly  rose  through  the  top  of  the  tomb — which  was 
an  upright  box  not  unlike  the  pedestal  that  sup- 
ports the  bust  of  Dr.  Armsby  in  the  Park — re- 
j  mained  with  half  its  body  above  the  opening  for  a 
minute,  and  then  as  slowly  returned  to  its  place. 

There  was   a  landing-place  for  batteaux  and 
small  boats  in  the  rear  of  and  not  far  from  the 
dwelling  of  the  late  Judge  Jacob  J.  Lansing,  on  the 
corner  of  Broadway  and  (^uackenbush  streets.  At 
this  landing,  just  before  the  battle  of  Saratoga, 
while  the  British  troops  were  slowly  approaching 
Alban\.   the  alarmed  inhabitants  of  the  Colonic 
j  had  collected  a  small  fleet  of  batteaux,  anticipating 
j  the  possible  defeat  of  the  continental  forces,  and 
{  were  prepared  at  the  first  intimation  of  disaster  to 
i  flee,  with  their  families  and  such  eflects  as  they 
could  hastily  gather,  to  the  opposite  shore  of  the 
river.    They  were  filled  with  great  fear  when  they 
heard  the  battle  had  begun,  and  expected  gach 
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moment  to  hear  that  tlie  "red-coats"  were  on 
their  way  to  the  cit\'.  While  engaged  in  loading 
their  boats  as  rapidly  as  possible,a  single  horseman 
was  seen  approaching  from  the  north,  gesticulating 
and  furiously  whii}ping  his  horse  as  he  drew  near. 
Men,  women  and  children  rushed  out  to  hear  what 
news  he  brought  from  the  armies,  expecting  of 
course  that  the  enemy  was  close  behind  him.  He 
shouted  as  he  came  up  and  passed  along:  "Eer- 
gine  is  taken!  Lergine  is  takenl!"  So  astounded 
and  incredulous  were  the  people  as  they  followed 
him  to  the  City  Hall,  on  the  corner  of  Broadway 
and  Hudson  streets,  that  tiiey  cried:  "  Gy  liegen! 
Gy  liegen!!"  (You  lie!  you  lie!!)  Great  was  tiieir 
relief  and  gladness  when  the  news  was  confirmed 
by  the  dispatch  brought  by  the  messenger  and  read 
by  the  ]Mayor  to  the  assembled  crowd.  The  switch 
which  the  messenger  had  used  to  urge  his  horse 
along,  he  threw  away  as  he  passed  the  corner  of 
North  Lansing  street  and  Broadway.  It  was 
picked  up  by  !\[rs.  Teunis  G.  Visscher,  a  daughter 
of  Mr.  Christopher  Lansing,  and  planted  in  front 
of  her  father's  house,  where  she  resided  at  that  time. 
The  switch  grew  to  be  a  sturdy  elm,  long  remem- 
bered and  pointed  out  as  a  monument  to  commem- 
orate the  end  of  the  revolution.  It  passed  from 
youth  to  manhood  and  to  old  age,  lost  its  beauty 
and  strength,  and  at  last  yielded  up  the  remnant  of 
its  life  to  the  demands  of  progress,  and  was  re- 
moved to  make  room  for  the  railroad  viaduct 
across  Broadway. 

Diagonally  opposite  the  residence  of  ]\Ir.  Lans- 
ing, on  the  northwest  corner  of  Broadway  and 
Clinton  avenue,  there  was,  until  removed  to  make 
a  place  for  the  drug  store  of  Alessrs.  Clement  & 
Rice,  an  antique  Dutch  residence  with  its  pointed 
gable  fronting  on  Broadway,  built  of  Holland 
bricks  painted  yellow,  with  a  door  on  Broadway 
used  only  to  carry  the  dead  through,  and  a  front 
door  on  Clinton  avenue  cut  in  halves  transversely, 
as  were  all  the  doors  of  those  early  Dutch  houses. 
The  house  was  erected  about  a.  u.  1700,  and 
stood  some  four  or  five  hundred  feet  bevond  the 
northern  stockade,  which  cros.sed  Broadway  near 
Orange  street,  and  had  a  gate  opening  on  the  road 
leading  north  through  the  Colonic.  In  this  house 
lived  one  of  the  old  Dutch  families  somewhere 
about  the  time  of  the  French  War.  The  Indians 
who  were  prowling  about  the  outskirts  of  the  town 
were  not  over-friendly,  and  the  gates  of  the  stock- 
ades were  always  closed  about  sundown  to  keep 
them  out.  The  residents  beyond  the  stockades 
were  careful  to  get  to  their  homes  before  dark,  lest 
they  might  lose  their  scalps  some  unlucky  evening. 
Nearly  every  family  kept  a  good  watch-dog.  This 
family  in  particular  had  a  large  mastiff  in  their 
house  who  was  kind  and  gentle  with  those  he  was 
accustomed  to  see,  but  a  terror  to  the  Indians,  for 
whom  he  had  no  love.  A  middle-aged  daughter 
of  the  family  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  her  friends 
in  the  town,enjo)  ing  their  society  and  tho  hospitable 
cup  of  tea  which  tbrmed  a  prominent  feature  in 
all  entertaininents  among  the  old  Dutch  families. 
One  evening,  staying  inside  the  stockade  longer 
than  usual,  it  was  almost  d.irk  wiicn  she  was  passed 


through  the  gates.  As  she  cro.^sed  the  road  she 
observed  an  Jndian  following  her.  She  ran  in 
great  fear.  He  followed,  and  as  she  reached  her 
i  home  and  the  handle  of  the  door,  he  caught  her  by 
I  the  hair  and  brandished  his  scalping- knife  above 
I  her  head  ready  to  take  her  scalp.  With  a  scream 
!  she  threw  open  the  upper  half  of  the  door.  The 
j  faithful  ma-5tilT,  hearing  her  cry,  sprang  over  the 
j  lower  half,  seized  the  Indian  by  the  throat  and  there 
I  held  him  till  he  was  captured.  This  dog  never 
1  after  that  led  a  dog's  life — in  the  common  accep- 
i  tation  of  the  term. 

j  A  door  like  the  one  above  mentioned  on  Broad- 
I  way,  as  used-  only  on  funeral  occasions,  was  com- 
mon to  most  of  the  old  Dutch  residences,  and  was 
called  the  ''dood  door."  It  was  connected  with  the 
"  dood  kamer  "  (death  chamber).  On  the  occasion 
of  a  death  in  the  family,  the  corpse  was  removed 
to  this  room,  and  invitations  to  the  funeral  were 
given  to  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  deceased 
through  the  "  aanspreeker"  (sexton),  to  attend  the 
funeral  from  the  house  at  a  specified  time.  When 
assembled,  a  tankard  of  hot  spiced  wine  and  a 
tray  of  "dood  koekjes, "  a  flat  round  cake,  about 
four  inches  in  diameter,  made  of  material  similar 
to  those  used  for  New  Year's  cakes,  were  handed 
round.  Then  the  usual  ceremonies  of  prayer,  re- 
marks about  the  life  and  death  of  the  departed, 
and  an  address  to  the  afflicted  relatives,  followed; 
after  which  all  were  expected  to  take  a  last  look 
into  the  coffin.  Then  it  was  removed  from  the 
"'dood  kamer,"  through  the  "dood  door,"  to  the  bier, 
and  ^\•as  carried  to  the  grave-yard  by  the  bearers. 
On  the  return  from  the  burying  ground,  the  guests 
again  assembled  at  the  house  of  the  deceased  and 
partook  freely  of  the  hot  spiced  wine.  This  very 
ancient  custom  was  not  abandoned  till  some  years 
after  the  beginning  of  the  present  century. 

Albany  Basin. — As  early  as  1S22,  and  perhaps 
earlier,  when  there  was  on  an  average  from  eighty 
to  two  hundred  sloops  and  schooners  daily  lying 
at  the  docks  in  front  of  the  city,  the  project  of  con- 
structing ?,  basin  at  the  termination  of  the  Erie  and 
Champlain  Canal  was  seriously  considered.  The 
matter  was  referred  to  the  Canal  Commissioners, 
and  on  February  11,  1S23,  they  made  the  follow- 
ing report  : 

"  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Assem- 
bly, passed  the  14th  ult.,  instructing  the  Commis- 
sioners to  report  a  place  for  the  construction  of  a 
basin  at  the  termination  of  the  Erie  and  Cham- 
plain  Canal  at  the  City  of  Albany,  reported  that 
Benjamin  Wright,  one  of  their  engineers,  who  was 
instructed  to  examine  the  matter,  had  proposed  a 
plan  and  made  a  communication  on  llie  subject, 
together  with  a  map  of  the  contemplated  basin. 
The  Commissioners  believe  that  a  basin  may  be 
constructed  on  the  s.ud  plan  for  about  S 100, ceo, 
and  that  such  a  basin  would  be  extremely  benefi- 
cial to  the  trade  of  Albany,  They  have  declined 
to  make  basins  along  the  line  of  canals,  believ- 
ing that  mercantile  ca[)ital  and  enterprise  would 
find  sufficient  inducements  and  interests  to  furnish 
these  local  accommodations  to  trade,  and  that  to 
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expend  tiie  public  moneys  would  not  be  just.  They 
think,  however,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  con- 
struct a  sloop  lock  at  the  southern  termination  of 
the  basin,  as  the  connection  of  boat  and  sloop 
navigation  at  the  arsenal  lot  will  cost  nearly  as 
much  as  the  said  lock;  and,  in  case  of  the  construc- 
tion of  said  lock,  it  would  be  reasonable  for  the 
State  to  receive  tolls  on  the  length  of  the  basin  as 
part  of  the  canal." 

Upon  this  report,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act 
authorizing  the  construction  of  the  Albany  basin, 
April  5,  1823,  the  principal  features  of  which  were 
as  follows  ; 

That  from  the  report  of  the  Canal  Commission- 
ers, it  appears  that  a  basin  at  the  termination  of 
the  canals  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  commerce 
and  to  trade.  The  following  gentlemen,  William 
James,  John  R.  Bleecker,  John  Townsend,  Elisha 
Jenkins,  Benjamin  Knower,  Allen  Brown,  Israel 
Smith,  Teunis  Van  Vechten,  John  Trotter,  John 
Spencer,  Asa  H.  Center,  William  Durant,  Peter 
Boyd,  Joseph  Alexander,  Charles  R.  Webster, 
John  H.  Webb,  John  Shotweil,  Joseph  Russell, 
William  Caldwell,  Ralph  Pratt,  Russell  Forsythe, 
William  ^Marvin,  William  McHarg,  Jellis  Winne, 
Jr.,  Abraham  Van  Vechten  and  Gideon  Hawley, 
were  appointed  Commissioners.  They  were  au- 
thorized to  raise  subscriptions  to  construct  a  mole 
or  f)ier  within  the  bounds  of  the  City  of  Albany, 
opposite  the  docks  fronting  the  harbor,  so  as  to 
comprise  a  basin  extending  from  the  arsenal  dock 
to  a  point  opposite  Hodges'  Dock,  in  the  line  of 
Hamilton  street,  with  a  sloop  lock  at  the  Hamil- 
ton street  end,  to  be  completed  within  two  years. 

The  act  authorized  the  building  of  bridges  from 
the  dock  to  the  pier,  and  the  Canal  Commission- 
ers to  give  title  of  the  land  under  water  covered  by 
the  pier  to  the  Pier  Company. 

No  toll  should  be  exacted,  or  wharfage  or  other 
charges  for  boats,  other  craft  or  rafts  of  lumber, 
entering  from  the  canal  and  passing  through  the 
basin,  unless  the  same  shall  be  revested  in  the 
people  of  the  State. 

It  regulated  the  wharfage  to  be  paid  by  vessels, 
boats  and  other  crafts  navigating  the  river,  for  the 
season:  Vessels  of  five  tons  or  under  to  pay  $2.  i2i 
per  ton;  if  above  that  burden,  at  the  rate  of 
54  cents  per  ton.  If  for  less  time,  for  five  tons  or 
under,  25  cents  per  day;  twenty  tons  or  under,  4 
cents  per  ton  per  day;  over  twenty,  under  forty,  3 
cents  per  ton  per  day;  over  fifty,  2^-cents  per  ton  per 
day.  One-half  to  go  to  the  proprietors  of  the  pier. 
The  proprietors  of  the  pier  to  have  the  right  to  col- 
lect wharfage  from  outside  of  pier  same  as  collected 
from  inside  docks. 

It  directed  that  the  pier  be  divided  into  lots, 
which  should  be  sold  at  public  auction. 

It  directed  that  the  Canal  Commissioners 
should  charge  toll  on  all  canal  boats,  craft  and 
lumber  which  should  enter  the  basin  from  the 
canal,  or  leave  the  basin  for  transportation  on  the 
canal,  computing  the  entire  length  of  said  basin  in 
the  same  nianner  as  if  it  were  a  part  of  tlie  canal. 
The  money  collected,  after  deducting  expenses,  to 
be  paid  over  to  the  Stale  Treasurer. 


It  provided  for  damages  by  reason  of  overflow 
caused  by  the  guard  or  sloop  dock. 

It  directed  that  the  act  should  be  void  unless  the 
Cor{)oration  of  the  city  filed  their  assent  to  the  act 
in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  within  sixty 
days  after  its  passage. 

'J'he  assent  referred  to  was  filed  April  8,  1823. 

The  Albany  Pier  was  completed,  under  the  act 
above  mentioned,  ]\Iay  27,  1825,  inclosing  a  basin 
capable  of  harboring  1,000  canal  boats  and  50 
vessels  of  a  larger  class.  The  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed under  the  act  divided  it  into  123  lots,  and 
sold  them  at  public  auction  on  the  1 7th  July,  1825, 
excepting  lots  i  and  2,  which  were  reserved,  and 
after  a  time  taken  for  an  opening  into  the  river. 
The  121  lots  brought  the  aggregate  sum  of  $188,- 
510.  Of  these  William  James  purchased  48,  John 
T.  Norton,  14,  and  Israel  Smith  7  ;  other  pur- 
chasers were  Gideon  Hawley,  Harmanus  Bleecker, 
Chas.  R.  Webster,  Robt.  Boyd,  Isaiah  Townsend, 
Samuel  Ward,  of  New  York,  Chas.  D.  Cooper,  E. 
Backus,  Elisha  Jenkins,  Isaac  PI.  Bogarr,  E.  C. 
Delavan,  John  Taylcr.  Henry  S.  Webb,  John 
Pleads,  Abel  French,  Francis  Bloodgood,  James 
Goold.  The  lowest  price  paid  for  a  lot  was  $1,200, 
and  the  highest,  $3,550.  The  pier  was  4,323  feet 
long,  85  feet  broad,  and  unbroken  from  the  canal 
to  Hamilton  street,  containing  8^  acres  of  land. 
The  basin  contained  an  area  of  32  acres. 

Bridges  with  draws  were  constructed  across  the 
basin,  at  the  foot  of  Columbia  and  State  streets,  by 
the  proprietors  of  the  pier,  and  a  sloop  lock  was 
built  by  the  State  at  Plamilton  street. 

Sept.  25,  1823,  the  first  water  was  passed  through 
the  lock  at  the  head  of  the  Albany  basin.  An  eel 
three  feet  in  length  came  through  the  gate  and 
was  hailed  as  the  first  passenger  ;  it  was  caught,  and 
the  skin  preserved  in  the  ^luseum  of  the  Lyceum 
of  Natural  History.  But  the  canal  was  not  com- 
pleted until  the  fall  of  1S25. 

When  the  first  water  from  the  finished  canal 
came  into  the  ba-in,  the  sloop  lock-gates  were 
closed,  and  the  citizens  gathered  in  great  numbers 
on  the  docks  to  see  the  basin  filled  widi  water, 
which  they  did  not  doubt  would  rise  to  the  crest  of 
the  pier,  and  possibly  overflow  the  docks.  After 
waiting  anxiously  fur  several  hours,  they  began  to 
wonder  why  the  water  did  not  rise  and  what  had 
become  of  it.  Their  patience  having  been  ex- 
hausted, as  it  grew  dark  the  assemblage  adjourned, 
hoping  to  see  the  basin  full  on  the  morrow.  Much 
to  their  astonishment  they  were  disappointed,  the 
pier  having  been  built  in  parts  of  cribs  filled  with  clay 
and  other  soils,  together  with  loose  stones  where 
rock  bottom  was  found,  and  resting  in  other  places 
on  piles,  permitted  the  water  to  escape  into  the 
river  under  the  cribs  and  between  the  piles.  Why 
this  was  not  known  before  a  sloop  lock  was  con- 
structed, does  not  a])pear. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  a  day  that  should  be  re- 
membered throughout  all  time,  the  first  canal 
boat  from  Lake  Erie,  through  the  great  canal  pro- 
jected by  Governor  De  Witt  Clinton,  reached  the 
Hudson  River  at  Albany  at  three  minutes  before 
II  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  passed  through  the  lock  into 
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the  Albany  V^asin.  The  event  was  announced  by 
a  discharge  of  cannon,  which  formed  a  line  within 
hearing  di,tance  from  BulTalo  to  Sandy  Hook.  '1  he 
return  fire  from  New  York  was  received  at  five 
minutes  before  12  o'clock  noon. 

The  basin  having  been  constructed  without  a 
free  outlet  for  the  current  to  pass  through,  became 
a  nuisance  in  consequence  of  the  great  accumula- 
tion of  silt  in  it.  In  June,  1S34,  the  Corporation 
of  the  city  was  indicted  by  the  Grand  Jury  for  not 
abating  it.  The  Recorder,  Hon.  James  McKown, 
was  instructed  to  defend  the  action,  on  the  ground 
that  the  bulkhead  at  the  lower  end  of  tlie  basin  had 
been  placed  there  by  the  Pier  Company,  under  the 
sanction  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  and  being 
private  propertv,  the  Corporation  could  not  be 
bound  to  abate  the  nuisance.  The  Albany  Court 
of  Sessions  decided  against  the  Corporation;  but 
the  Supreme  Court  reversed  the  decision.  On  the 
9th  of  February  following,  a  public  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Capitol  for  the  purpose  of  making  an 
application  to  the  Legislature  to  pass  an  act  direct- 
ing that  the  bulkhead  be  removed,  and  for  other 
purposes.  On  the  27th  of  April,  1835,  the  Legis- 
lature passed  an  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
the  Albany  basin,  which  directed  that  the  bulkhead 
be  removed  in  part,  that  the  sloop  lock  be  taken 
away,  and  a  bridge  built  from  the  abutment  at 
Hamilton  street  to  the  pier.  It  also  authorized  the 
Mayor  and  Common  Council  to  order  and  direct 
the  excavation,  deepening  and  clearing  of  any  part 
of  the  basin  that  was  found  to  be  necessary,  and 
directed  the  Governor  to  appoint  a  Commissioner 
to  appraise  and  assess  the  cost  of  the  same,  on  all 
the  building  lots,  wharves,  docks,  and  pier  lots 
benefited  by  the  improvement,  specifying  in  said 
appraisement  the  names  of  the  owners,  and  taking 
into  consideration  the  benefit  to  the  Pier  Company 
by  the  annual  receipt  of  one  mile  toll  received  by 
them  as  part  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  Canals. 
Under  and  by  the  authority  given  in  this  act,  the 
Mayor  and  Common  Council  proceeded  to  carry 
its  provisions  into  effect. 

The  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  April  14, 1836, 
authorized  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Albany  to 
make  an  opening  in  the  pierbetween  tlie  Columbia 
and  State  street  bridges  of  sixty  feet  in  width, 
which  had  already  been  decided  upon  as  necessary 
by  an  ordinance  of  the  Common  Council,  dated 
the  28th  of  March  previous,  and  to  repair  any 
damage  to  bridges  or  property  on  the  pier  caused 
by  said  opening,  and  assess  the  costs  of  the  same 
on  the  property  benefited.  In  1837,  owing  to  the 
great  increase  of  business  on  the  pier,  the  Pier 
Company  asked  the  Common  Council  for  authority 
to  widen  tlie  pier  fifteen  feet;  their  petition  was 
denied.  The  act  passed  May  16,  1837,  directed 
the  Canal  Commissioners  to  clear  the  obstructions 
from  the  basin,  and  draw  upon  the  Mavor  and 
Common  Council  for  the  cost,  and  allow  the  e.\- 
cess  above  the  amount  of  toll  on  the  one  mile  of 
basin,  which  was  considered  as  part  of  the  canal, 
to  be  charged  to  the  Slate. 

The  dredging  proceeded  so  slowly,  that  the  Com- 
mon Council  directed  the  Navigati'jn  Committee 


I  to  inquire  into  the  cause  and  report  what  had  been 
j  and  what  remained  to  be  done.  On  the  17th 
I  September,  1S38,  the  Navigation  Committee  re- 
1  ported  that  §96,090.55  had  been  expended  in  iin- 
I  proving  the  basin:  that  there  yet  remained  105,000 
I  cubic  yards  of  excavation  to  be  made,  which  would 
!  cost  $36, 250. 

i  Another  acfof  the  Legislature,  passed  April  20, 
1 84 1 ,  directed  the  Common  Council  to  cause  the 
opening  in  the  pier  to  be  enlarged  to  a  width  of 
not  less  than  126  feet,  the  expense  of  said  opening 
to  be  assessed  upon  the  property  benefited;  and 
by  an  act  passed  April  14,  1849,  ^^ey  were  em- 
powered to  make  a  further  enlargement.  These 
enlartjements  were  rendered  necessarv  bv  the  in- 
creasing demands  of  commerce,  and  the  enlarged 
size  of  the  vessels  used  in  transportation  on  theri\  er. 

After  tlie  works  were  completed,  the  Commis- 
sioners assessed  the  cost  upon  the  property  ben- 
efited, as  directed  by  the  several  laws  passed  b\' the 
I  Legislature.    This  proceeding  raised  a  great  com- 
I  motion  among  the  dock  and  pier- owners,  which 
i  resulted  in  a  controversy  as  to  the  constitutionality 
of  the  law  under  which  the  work  was  done.  The 
Legislature  passed  an  act  on  the  14th  April,  1849, 
"  in  relation  to  certain  expenses  incurred  in  ex- 
cavating the  basin,  and  the  tolls  received  thereon,  at 
the  eastern  terminus  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain 
Canals."  This  law  directs  the  Canal  Commii-sioners 
to  pay  to  the  City  of  Albany  $121,462.63,  with  in- 
I  terest  from  February  20,  1823,  for  the  expenses 
j  incurred  by  the  city  for  excavating,  clearing  and 
I  cleaning  out  the  basin,  and  also  the  sumof  $30,000 
to  be  paid  to  the  owners  of  the  pier  in  lieu  of  tolls 
as  heretofore  paid  to  them.    This  act  to  be  a  final 
settlement  of  all  claims  against  the  State  in  favor  of 
the  Cit)'  of  .Albany,  or  in  favor  of  any  citizen  there- 
of, and  also  of  the  pier-owners  under  the  several 
acts  passed  April  5,  1823,  Ajiril  27,  1835.  April 
14,  1836,  and  May  16,  1837. 

At  this  time,  and  until  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
the  property  on  the  pier  was  very  valuable.  The 
portion  above  the  Columbia  street  bridge  was 
covered  with  lumber  and  staves,  piled  very  high  f  jr 
j  want  Oi'  room,  while  below  the  bridge,  on  both 
sides  of  the  cut  to  its  southern  extremity  were 
large  and  commodiously  built  warehouses,  occu- 
pied by  the  leading  shipping  merchants  of  the 
city  and  the  proprietors  of  the  large  tow-boat  lines. 
The  Swiftsure  and  Albany  and  Canal  lines  each 
had  olTices  below  the  State  street  bridge,  and  their 
barges  occupied  berths  on  both  the  inside  and  out- 
'  side  of  the  pier. 

I      Hart  &  Hoyt,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  transporta- 
[  tion  of  the  merchandise  thev  received,  erected  on  a 
I  raft  or  fioat  in  the  basin,  a  large  wooden  structure, 
I  familiarly  called  the  "Ark, '"which  took  up  much 
I  room  and  was  a  great  annoyance  to  the  other 
I  shippers,   beside    being    an  ey.-sore    and  grt-at 
I  obstruction  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  basin.  It 
became  so  much  of  a  nuisance  that  the  Common 
Council  ordered  them  to  remove  it.     They  declin- 
ing to  do  so,  the  Corporation  undertook  to  make 
the  removal  themselves,  but  were  enjoined  bv  the 
i  Court  from  proceeding  with  its  liemohtion.  Tiie 
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case  was  carried  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  by 
the  Chancellor  the  injunction  was  dissolved.  Hart 
&  Hoyt  appealed  to  the  Court  of  Errors.  It  was 
held  by  this  Court  that  the  appellants  had  utterly 
failed  to  establish  a  rit^ht  lo  erect  and  continue  the 
floating  warehouse  in  the  basin:  that  it  was  not 
lawful  for  individuals,  without  grants,  to  construct 
or  moor  a  floating  warehouse  or  vessel  for  receiving 
and  delivering  any  gootls  in  any  river-port  or  har- 
bor, or  in  the  basins  or  docks  thereof,  and  is  an 
obstruction  to  free  navigation. 

The  "Ark  "  was  therefore  removed,  and  the  busi- 
ness on  die  pier  and  in  the  basin  was  thereafter  unob- 
structed. At  this  time,  beside  the  large  barges  em- 
ployed m  the  carrying  trade  to  New  York,  all  sorts 
of  craft  came  to  Albany  for  freight,  from  a  clam- 
boat  to  a  three-masted  schooner.  Frequently, 
more  than  two  hundred  sailing  vessels  might  be 
counted  at  the  f)ier  and  docks  of  the  city,  hailing 
from  ]\Iaine  to  Florida.  From  the  East  were 
brought  sperm  and  whale  oil,  rum,  fish,  apples, 
and  Yankee  notions;  from  the  South,  Georgia 
pine,  cotton,  sugar,  and  fruit;  and  lumber,  staves, 
potatoes,  and  the  various  kinds  of  grain  were  taken 
away.  These  days  and  years  of  an  active  and 
profitable  trade  came  to  an  end  on  the  pier,  docks 
and  basin,  on  the  completion  of  the  system  of 
railroad  communication  from  Boston  and  New 
York  to  the  Western  States,  and  the  opening  of 
the  lumber  district  between  the  river  and  canal  a 
short  distance  above  the  Bath  ferry. 

Soon  after  the  completion  of  the  canal,  a  line  of 
packet-boats  was  established  to  transport  passengers 
from  Albany  to  Utica.  This  was  a  wonderful  im- 
provement over  the  old  stage-coach  at  certain 
seasons  of  the  year,  when  the  wheels  would  sink  to 
the  hubs  in  the  mud,  and  the  passengers  would 
often  be  called  upon  to  help,  with  a  fence-rail,  to 
pry  them  up.  The  packets  were  sharp-bowed, 
trim-looking  boats,  drawn  by  three  horses  on  a 
trot,  and  averaged  about  nine  miles  an  hour,  some- 
times more.  The  cabin  extended  almost  the  en- 
tire length  of  the  boat,  with  a  short  deck  at  the  bow 
and  stern;  the  seats  were  arranged  like  those  in  an 
omnibus,  and  so  constructed  that  they  could  be 
converted  into  two  tiers  of  bertlis.  A  curtain  di- 
vided one  cabin  into  two  unequal  parts,  the  smaller 
reserved  for  the  ladies.  The  baggage  was  all  car- 
ried on  the  deck  above  the  cabin.  The  choice 
seat  in  the  daytime  was  on  the  forward  low  deck. 
It  was  dangerous  to  sit  on  the  deck  above  the 
cabin,  on  account  of  the  lowness  of  the  numerous 
bridges.  The  helmsman  was  constantly  warning 
those  passengers  who  sat  there  by  the  cry  of  "  bridge 
ahe^d,  '  when  each  one  would  be  obliged  to  duck,  or 
if  the  bridge  was  very  low,  to  lie  down  tlat.  These 
packets  left  Albany  from  the  little  basin  just  at 
the  head  of  the  lock,  between  the  canal  and  the  Al- 
bany basin,  with  flags  flying,  bugle  music,  and 
shouts  of  the  people  collected  to  see  the  start. 
There  were  soon  opposition  companies,  which 
made  lively  times,  and  packet-boats  became  the 
fashionable  mode  of  travel  between  Albany  and 
Bufl"alo.  These  too  were  abandoned  as  fast  as  the 
railroads  were  opened  to  the  West. 


On  February  13,  186 1,  there  occurred  one  of 
i  the  most  disastrous  freshets  ever  known  to  the  in- 
!  inhabitants  of  Albany.  The  ice  damming  up  oppo- 
j  site  the  lioston  ferry,  caused  the  water  to  flow  over 
1  the  i)ier,  and  sent  the  current  down  through  the 
basin,  carr}'ing  large  cakes  of  ice  with  great  velocity 
j  against  the  boats,  vessels  and  bridges  in  the  basin, 
i  which  were  swept  down  and  destroyed  in  a  brief 
j  space  of  time. 

April  8,  1 86 1,  the  three  bridges  from  the  main- 
land to  the  pier  having  been  carried  away  by  the 
freshet  and  destroyed,  a  controversy  arose  between 
the  Pier  Company  and  the  Common  Council  as  to 
which  should  construct  the  new  ones. 

The  Pier  Company  claimed  that  by  the  Act  of 
April  14,  1S36,  authorizing  the  Corporation  of  Al- 
bany to  make  an  opening  in  the  pier  between  the 
State  street  and  Columbia  street  bridges  of  60  feet 
in  width,  and  to  repair  any  damages  to  bridges  or 
property  on  the  pier  by  reason  of  said  opening, 
and  asse~s  the  expense  of  the  same  upon  the  prop- 
erty benefited;  and  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature, 
passed  April  20,  184  i,  direcdng  the  Corporation  to 
I  enlarge  the  opening  to  the  width  of  not  less  than 
j   126  feet;  and  by  a  further  act,  passed  April  11, 
I  1849,  the  said  Corporation  was  authorized  to  make 
i  a  still  further  enlargement;  that  the  rebuilding  of 
the  bridge  clearly  devolved  upon  the  city,  and 
asked  that  they  be  rebuilt  without  delay. 

The  bridges  were  rebuilt  without  draws,  as  the 
opening  between  Columbia  and  State  streets  ad- 
mitted vessels  to  the  middle  basin. 

The  building  of  the  pier  caused  great  dissatisfac- 
tion to  the  owners  of  the  dock  and  property  on 
Quay  street.  It  deprived  them  of  their  right  to  the 
channel  of  the  river,  decreased  the  amount  of  their 
dockage  and  the  value  of  the  property  on  Quay 
street,  by  affording  wharfage  on  the  outside  of  the 
pier,  and  space  for  building  upon  it.  The  vener- 
able and  distinguished  jurist,  Abraham  Van  Vech- 
ten,  whose  memory  is  revered  by  the  few  now  left 
who  knew  him,  could  not  accept  the  appointment 
as  one  of  the  Commissioners  named  in  the  act  of 
1823,  because  he  believed  the  act  to  be  not  only 
unjust  to  the  dock-owners,  but  decidedly  uncon- 
stitutional. But  opposition  was  of  no  avail.  The 
same  means  that  are  supposed  to  be  successful 
j  in  carrying  bills  through  later  Legislatures,  may 
have  been  successfully  used  in  1823,  and  possibly 
were  so  used  to  pass  this  act. 

In  1873,  w^hen  the  Dock  Association  adjourned 
sine  die,  active  business  on  the  pier  and  Quay  street 
had  about  come  to  a  standstill;  buildm^s  which 
had  formerly  rented  for  seven  or  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum,  would  scarcel}'  command  three  or 
four  hundred,  and  many  remained  unoccupied. 
Storage  of  produce  brought  down  by  canal-boats 
too  late  in  the  fall  to  ship  tor  New  York  or  Eastern 
or  Southern  ports  by  vessels,  was  a  large  item  of 
profit  which  was  cut  off  by  the  transportation  af- 
forded by  the  completion  of  the  Central  and  Hud- 
i  .son  River  and  th-e  Boston  and  Albany  Railr'  ads. 
The  merchants  who  did  a  heavy  business  on  the 
pier  or  Quay  street,  either  retired  from  business  or 
removed  to  Broadway,  where  they  escaped  the  an- 
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nual  freshets  in  tlie  river,  and  obtained  more  com- 
fortable quarters. 

The  wharfiige  which  had  been  collected  pretty 
equally  from  the  various  docks  under  the  control 
of  the  Dock  Association,  was  now  earned  by  but 
few  of  them,  and  a  majority  of  the  members  were 
unwilling:  to  continue  to  divide  the  receipts  with 
those  whose  docks  contributed  little  or  nothing  to 
the  Association.  Hence  the  resolution  to  adjourn 
sine  die. 

Since  1873,  the  basin  has  been  filling  up  with 
silt  from  the  river  and  sewage  from  the  fifteen  city 
sewers  that  empty  their  foul  contents  into  it;  and 
it  has  become  one  of  the  greatest  nuisances  in  the 
county.  It  is  hoped  that  it  will  either  be  dredged 
ou  tby  the  State  authorities  or  filled  up,  as  it  has 
passed  its  days  of  usefulness. 

SEWERAGE. 

Prior  to  1854,  and  previous  to  the  appointment 
of  R.  H.  Bingham  as  City  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 
there  was  no  regular  system  of  sewers  for  the 
city.  In  that  year  the  first  brick  and  cement  sewer 
was  constructed  in  Madison  avenue,  then  Lydius 
street.  Laws  had  been  passed  for  making  drains 
in  detached  portions.  Some  had  been  made  in 
several  streets  leading  to  the  river,  east  of  Eagle 
street.  Some  had  been  laid  as  early  as  1800.  These 
last  were  constructed  of  common  building  stones 
about  one  foot  in  the  clear. 

It  appears  from  the  records  of  the  Common 
Council,  that  attention  was  given  very  early  to  sur- 
face draining.  Water-courses  were  dug  on  the  side 
of  the  streets,  under  direction  of  the  City  govern- 
ment, by  the  owners  of  adjacent  houses  or  lot?, 
which  were  to  be  kept  open  and  clear  so  as  "  to 
vent,  dry  and  drain  the  said  streets."  In  1721,  it 
was  "ordaind,  publishd  and  declard,  that  all 
and  every  person  within  this  Citv  before  whose 
houses  and  lotts  y"  water  has  no  vent,  shall  forthwith 
ditch  and  drain  y"  water  to  give  it  passage  that  y" 
highways  may  be  dry  and  useful  for  y"  Inhabitants 
of  s''  City,  and  that  all  y'  Streets  and  lanes  be 
sufficiently  pavd,  y'  earth  be  dugg  out  and  Carted 
away  "  under  penalties  for  neglect.  Such  was  the 
primitive  drainage.  Subsequent  to  this  time,  ordi- 
nances directing  the  making  of  drains  and  keeping 
them  open  were  often  made.  Sometimes  they 
were  made  to  empty  into  creeks  or  kills.  But, 
after  all,  the  streets  of  the  city  were  often  very  full 
of  mire  and  tilth. 

Since  1854,  in  the  leading  streets  to  the  river, 
the  old  drains  have  been  re;)laced  with  brick  and 
cement  sewers  \arying  in  diameter  from  three  and 
a  half  to  si.K  and  a  half  feet  in  the  clear. 

The  combined  system  of  sewerage,  conveving 
both  house  draina2;e  and  surface  water,  required 
larger  sewers  than  the  surface  system  which  conveys 
only  the  house  drainage. 

The  combined  system  became  ne  jessarv  in  con- 
sequence of  the  slope  and  steepness  of  the  streets 
leading  to  the  river.  In  the  westerly  portion  of  the 
city  the  separate  system  has  been  adopted,  vitrified 
pipes  have  been  used  varying  from  ten  to  thirty 


j  inches  in  diameter,  according  to  the  quantity  of 
I  house  drainage  to  be  carried.     Most  of  the  thickly 
i  settled  streets  have  been  sewered. 
'      The  old  creek  beds  of  the  city  leading  to  the 
I  river — four  in  number— have  been  covered  with 
!  stone  arches  from  six  to  ten  feet  in  diam.eter,  and 
I  adopted  as  outlet  sewers  for  the  westerly  portion  of 
I  the  city,  into  which  many  of  the  street  drains  empty. 
The  creeks  thus  adopted  as  outlet  sewers,  are  as 
follows:  Beaver  Creek,  in  the  southerly  portion  of 
the  city;  Ruttenkill  and  Fo.xenkill   in  the  cen- 
i  tral  portion  of  the  city;  and  Patroon  s  Creek  in  the 
nortlierly. 

The  extent  of  the  water-shed  nowing  into  Beaver 
Creek  is  about  1,300  acres;  Ruttenkill,  about  200 
acres;  Foxenkill,  about  200  acres;  Patroon's  Creek, 
about  5,000  acres. 

Space  will  not  permit  us  to  give  any  more  than 
the  leading  or  principal  sewers  in  the  ciiy.  That 
in  Madison  avenue  is  4  feet  in  diameter;  Hamilton 
street,  3  feet  6  inches;  Hudson  avenue,  5  feet; 
State  street,  6  feet;  Quackenbush  street,  5  feet; 
Livingston  avenue,  4  feet  6  inches;  Maiden  lane, 
4  feet;  Steuben  street,  4  feet;  Van  Woert,  4  feet. 
Patroon's  Creek  sewer  is  12x8  feet  in  diameter; 
Foxenkill,  6  feet;  Ruttenkill,  6  feet;  Beaver  Creek, 
8  feet.  In  the  other  streets  in  the  city  the  sev.-ers 
run  from  4  feet  to  18  inches  in  diameter. 

The  expense  of  the  construction  of  the  street 
sewers  in  Albany  are  paid  by  levying  special  assess- 
ments upon  the  property  benefited  by  it  and  lying 
adjacent  to  it.  ^lany  of  these  sewers  have  been 
constructed  at  large  expense.  For  instance;  Plud- 
son  avenue  sewer,  from  the  river  to  Eagle  street, 
cost  $20, 150;  State  street,  from  river  to  Eagle  street, 
$21,289;  I'atroon  street,  from  the  river  to  North 
Pearl  street,  §48,718. 

The  cost  of  these  sewers  are  $9  per  lineal  foot 
for  6  feet;  $6-1,  for  45  feet;  $6^,  for  4  feet;  $5^,  for 
3^  feet;  $5^,  for  3  feet;  and  $4 J,  for  2},  feet. 
These  are  laid  about  I2j  feet  below  the  surface,  to 
accommodate  house  drainage. 

Vitrified-pipe  drains  are  laid  about  9.V  feet  from 
the  suiface.     For  20  inches  in  diameter  they  cost 
$2  per  lineal  foot;   18  inches,  $1.60  per  foot;  15 
i  inches,  $1  per  fool;  12  inches,  $1.00  per  foot. 
I      The  system  of  collecting  assessments  for  the  con- 
'  struction  of  the  sewers,  relieves  the  citizens  from  a 
I  bonded  debt  for  their  construction  to  which  man\' 
other  cities  are  subjected. 

This  system  of  sewers  already  constructed  extends 
north  and  south,  along  the  river  front,  the  entire 
width  of  the  city — about  two  miles;  and  westerly, 
j  about  the  same  distance. 

I  R.  H.  Bingham,  the  present  able  City  Engineer 
1  and  Surveyor,  has  for  thirty  years  uninterruptedly, 
i  and  with  credit  and  fidelity,  held  the  position,  a 
I  just  tribute  to  his  sterling  worth  and  ability.  He 
is  a  native  of  Stillwater,  Saratoga  County,  and  was 
educated  at  the  Academy  in  that  town,  and  sub- 
1  sequently  at  the  Normal  School  in  Albany,  where 
I  he  graduated  in  1S45.  Fie  was  for  five  years  Pro- 
j  fessor  of  Mathematics  and  Natural  Sciences  in 
1  Jonesville  Academy;  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
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Albany  County  in  1848,  and  practiced  his  profes- 
sion with  decided  success  until  1854.  His  natural 
ability  in  the  direction  of  engineering  inclined 
him  to  the  study  of  that  science  in  every  detail. 
In  1855,  he  planned  the  fust  brick  and  cement 
sewer  constructed  in  Albany,  his  plan  being  ap- 
proved by  the  municipal  authorities.  From  1866 
to  1872  he  was  interested  in  the  construction  of  the 
Park,  being  engineer  in  charge.  The  granite  block 
pavement  was  lirst  laid  under  his  direction  in  1S68. 
He  was  appointed  Assistant  Engineer  on  the 
Rochester  and  Buffalo  Division  of  the  Erie  Canal 
in  1840,  and  for  two  years  was  engaged  in  the  work 
of  its  enlargement.  In  1854  he  was  called  to  the 
position  he  now  so  ably  fills.    A  thorough  master 


of  his  profession,  and  a  man  of  ripe  experience  and 
expanded  views,  he  has,  in  his  ofhcial  capacity, 
contributed  his  full  share  to  the  prosperity  of  tiie 
city,  and  has  honored  the  position  which  he  has  so 
long  rilled. 

STREETS  OF  ALBANY. 

The  first  traders  at  Albany  clustered  around  Fort 
Orange,  near  the  foot  of  Lydius  street.  For  two 
reasons  this  fort  was  changed  to  higher  ground 
farther  north  along  the  present  Broadway:  hrst,  to 
avoid  high  water,  which  in  1656  washed  away  a 
great  part  of  Fort  Orange,  and  secondly,  to  give 
space  around  the  fort  for  free  range  of  the  guns. 


RlUER 

PLAN  OF  ALBANY,  1676. 


The  simple  diagram  above  is  a  facsimile 
of  the  oldest  plan  of  the  city  known,  and  gives 
an  idea  of  Beverwyck  in  1676,  al'ter  the  fort 
had  been  removed  from  its  original  location.  It 
embraces  that  part  of  the  city  now  bounded  by  the 
river  on  the  east  and  Steuben  street  on  the  north. 
But  two  streets  are  designated  on  the  map,  Joncaer 
street,  now  Slate,  and  Rom  street,  now  Maiden 
lane.  Broadway  is  represented  by  parallel  lines. 
The  earliest  name  given  to  it  was  Handiaer  street, 
as  appears  on  a  map  made  some  years  later.  I'he 
guard-house  occupied  the  old  Elm  tree  corner  on 
North  Pearl  street.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  settle- 
ment extended  only  a  short  distance  beyond  Ncnth 
Pearl  street  on  the  west,  while  its  northern  bound- 
ary was  Steuben  street,  and  its  southern  Hudson 
street. 

The  following  map  of  Albany  was  made  in 
1695  by  Rev.  John  Miller,  a  chaplain  in  the 
British  Army,  and  shows  the  line  of  palisades  built 


soon  after  the  removal  from  the  vicinity  of  old  Fort 
Orange  about  1656.  It  is  undoubtedly  a  true 
picture  of  the  form,  boundaries  and  streets  of  the 
city  as  they  were  about  two  hundred  years  ago, 
reaching  from  Hudson  to  Steuben  streets  on  Broad- 
way, and  from  the  river  west  to  Lodge  street,  in 
circumference  about  six  furlongs.  The  fort  desig- 
nated on  this  map  was  known  as  Fort  Albany,  and 
was  built  after  the  surrender  of  the  province  to  the 
English  in  1664,  at  the  head  of  old  State  street, 
west  of  the  present  Lodge  street.  Fort  Orange, 
soon  after  the  completion  of  the  new  fort,  was 
abandoned,  and  the  land  around  it  divided  up  into 
gardens.  The  dwellii^gs  were  mostly  located,  for 
saft-ty,  within  the  palisades.  The  church  at  the 
junction  of  State  and  Broadway  was  built  in  1664, 
after  the  one  .near  Fort  Orange  had  been  aban- 
doned. This  church  was  used  until  1715,  when 
another  was  erected  on  the  same  site.  This  church 
in  the  middle  of  State  street  caused  the  great  width 


'  '  V.' ^.  '■■;:[  ■/■.[  l;_<  1.,,.,.,'!  Of:;  ;,       /, li' i;';0  ; 

V    ;    ,!  ;,o:;rrr.'i    vr;--  jT^^l  si.;:  , 


...   •  n 


1! 


3r;i  to 


V-  ;j-^r::i       /K;tr        -51!] ' 


1.  ii" 

y'i  hap.-  '}>f,;t:  :-: 

■.  >:o  ^-.i:  i  „':'7i/ 


I.   ^-^^ 


..•I  1    V.!;:  iiii:  -:r. 


STREETS  OF  ALBANF. 


505 


of  both  State  street  and  Broadway  at  this  point. 
Broadway,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  map, 
as  it  approached  the  north  gate  and  main  guard 
was  reduced  to  a  single  cart  path,  and  in  fact 


at  the  palisades  the  houses  on  opposite  sides  of  the 
street  came  so  close  together  as  to  form  a  Fuyck,  a 
name  very  often  applied  to  the  village  instead  of 
Beverwyck. 


At  the  date  of  this  map  there  were  about  200 
houses  in  Beverwyck,  built  principally  on  four 
streets,  viz.:  Broadway,  from  Hudson  to  .Steuben; 
State,  from  Broadway  to  Chapel;  North  Pearl,  to 
Steuben:  and  Chapel,  from  State  to  the  palisades. 
Beaver,  Norton,  State,  from  Broadway  to  the  river, 
called  Staat's  alley;  Exchange  and  Steuben,  which 
extended  only  from  Broadway  to  North  Pearl,  con- 
tained but  a  few  dwellings.  Hudson,  from  Broad- 
way to  Green,  simply  the  mnd-vpf^h,  and  James 
Street,  a  mere  alley,  had  no  dwellings.  Lots  front- 
ing on  any  street  west  of  Broadway,  the  highest 
being  Berg,  now  Chapel,  street,  were  said  to  be 
on  the  hill.  The  contracted  space  within  which 
the  village  was  crowded  led  to  a  very  minute  di- 
vision of  land  in  the  best  streets,  and  lots  of  only 
15  or  20  feet  wide  and  of  a  corre  ponding  depth 
were  common. 

Chevalier  De  Calliers,  Governor  of  Montreal 
in  1689,  speaks  of  Albany  as  being  "about  as 
large  as  Montreal,  surrounded  by  picquets,  at  one 


I  end  of  which  is  an  earthen  fort  defended  by  pali- 
sades, and  consisting  of  four  small  bastions.  There 
I  is  a  garrison  of  150  men,  of  three  companies,  in  the 
1  Fort  and  some  pieces  of  cannon.    Said  town  of 
Orange  [Albany]  may  contain  about  1 50  houses  and 
'  300  inhabitants,  the  majority  of  whom  are  Dutch, 
I  and  some  French  refugees,  with  some  English." 
By  ob-erving  the  septangular  form  of  the  pali- 
sades, we  can  see  how  the  curvatures  and  diagonal 
lines  presented  by  many  of  the  streets  in  the  lower 
portion  of  our  city  had  their  rise.    A  more  ex- 
tended line  of  palisades  was  afterwards  constructed, 
bounded  by  Hamilton  street  on  the  south  and 
crossing  Broadway  on  the  north,  near  Orange  and 
Van  Tromp  streets.    The  north  gate  was  placed 
there,  and  was  the  line,  as  late  as  the  early  part  of 
!  the  present  century,  dividing  the  City  of  .\lbany 
!  from  Colonic,  which  was  a  separate  town  until 
(  181 5.    It  was  a  century  after  Miller's  draft  of  the 
I  city  was  made  before  it  began  to  increase  very 
,  rapidly  in  territory  or  population.-  In  1 6SS,  it  con- 
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tained  but  3C0  persons,  and  a  century  after  only 
about  4,000. 

So- little  had  the  City  of  Albany  changed  from  its 
appearance  in  1695,  that  in  171 8  it  was  described 
by  a  tourist  as  little  else  than  a  fortified  village, 
with  unpaved,  dirty  and  irregular  streets.  Most  of 
the  residences  were  situated  on  the  margin  of  the 
river,  the  lower  end  of  State,  and  on  Court,  now 
called  Broadway.  It  was  in  fact  only  a  small 
town,  with  less  than  i,oco  inhabitants.  A  few 
stores  and  trading  places  were  located  in  the  pres- 
ent Chapel  street.  In  the  middle  of  State  street 
and  in  Broadway  were  all  the  public  buildings,  viz. : 
the  Town  House,  two  churches,  English  and  Dutch, 
the  Guard-house  and  Public  Market.  On  the  river 
were  three  docks:  Lower  or  King's  Dock,  Middle 
and  Upper,  Here  vessels  were  unloaded  by  the 
aid  of  canoes. 

Probably  the  best  description  of  primitive  Albany 
is  contained  in  j\Irs.  Grant's  "Memoirs  of  an 
American  Lady,"  published  in  1764,  in  which  she 
says:  "The  City  of  Albany  stretched  along  the 
banks  of  the  Hudson.  One  very  wide  and  broad 
street  lay  parallel  to  the  river,  the  intermediate 
space  between  it  and  the  shore  being  occupied  by 
gardens.  A  small  but  steep  hill  rose  above  the  cen- 
ter of  the  town,  on  which  stood  a  fort,  intended 
(but  very  ill  adapted)  for  the  defense  of  the  place 
and  of  the  neighboring  country.  From  the  foot  of 
this  hill  another  street  was  built,  sloping  pretty 
rapidly  down  till  it  joined  the  one  before  men- 
tioned, that  ran  along  the  river.  This  street  was 
still  wider  than  the  other.  It  was  only  paved  on 
each  side,  the  middle  being  occupied  by  public  ed- 
ifices. These  consisted  of  a  Market-place  or  Guard- 
house, a  Town  Hall,  and  the  English  and  Dutch 
Churches.  The  English  Church,  belonging  to  the 
Episcopal  persuasion,  and  in  the  diocese  of  the 
Bishop  of  London,  stood  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  street.  The  Dutch  Church 
was  situated  at  the  bottom  of  the  descent,  where 
the  street  terminated.  Two  irregular  streets,  not  so 
broad,  but  equally  long,  ran  parallel  to  those,  and 
a  few  even  ones  opened  between  them.  The  town, 
in  proportion  to  its  population,  occupied  a  great 
space  of  ground.  The  city,  in  short,  was  a  kind  of 
semi-rural  establishment.  Ever}'  house  had  its  gar- 
den, well,  and  a  little  green  behind.  Before  every 
door  a  tree  was  planted,  rendered  interesting  by 
being  coeval  with  some  beloved  member  of  the  fam- 
ily. Many  of  these  trees  were  of  prodigious  size 
and  extraordinary  beautv,  but  without  regularity, 
every  one  planting  the  kind  that  best  pleased  him, 
or  which  he  thijught  would  afford  the  most  agree- 
able shade  to  the  open  portico  at  his  door,  which 
was  surrounded  by  seats  and  ascended  by  a  few 
steps.  It  was  in  these  that  each  domestic  group 
was  seated  in  summer  evenings  to  enjoy  the  balmy 
twilight  or  the  serenely  clear  moonlight."  Such  is  a 
picture  of  ancient  Albany  as  it  appeared  seventy-six 
years  after  it  had  become  a  city;  a  period  when  it 
had  all  the  appearance  of  a  quiet,  staid  village, 
with  unpaved,  grass-grown  streets,  and  all  the  rural 
simplicity  of  many  a  town  now  in  the  interior  of 
the  State, 


Peter  Kalm,  speaking  of  the  streets  of  Albany 
in  1749,  said  :  "The  streets  are  broad,  and  some 
of  them  are  paved.  In  some  parts  they  are  lined 
with  trees  ;  the  long  streets  are  almost  parallel  to 
the  river,  and  the  others  intersect  them  at  right 
angles.  The  street  which  goes  between  the  two 
churches  is  five  times  broader  than  the  others,  and 
serves  as  a  market-place.  The  streets,  upon  the 
whole,  are  verv  dirty,  because  the  people  have  their 
cattle  in  them  during  the  summer  nights. "  Indeed, 
i  so  muddy  were  the  streets  in  rainy  seasons,  that  it 
was  no  uncommon  sight  for  foot  p:issengers  and 
wagons  to  become  mired  in  the  mud,  requiring  as- 
sistance to  be  extricated.  In  the  records  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  INIarch  12,1694,  it  appears  that  the 
streets  were  so  muddy  that  it  was  almost  impossible 
for  foot  passengers  to  use  them,  and  it  was  ordered 
that  "  every  householder  shall  make,  or  cause  to 
be  made,  eight  foot  ground  before  his  own  house, 
fronting  on  the  streets,  paved  with  stone,  under  a 
penalty  after  the  first  of  June,  of  every  week,  of  six 
shillings."  The  reference  of  Kalm  and  other  tour- 
ists before  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  to 
the  paved  streets,  refers  to  this  manner  of  pave- 
ments. The  sidewalks  merely  were  paved,  not  the 
streets  proper. 

Numerous  references  are  made  in  the  early  Com- 
mon Council  Records  to  paving  the  sidewalks. 
In  1695,  ^50  was  raised  for  this  purpose;  and,  in 
1 71  7,  a  numberof  streets  were  ordered  to  be  paved, 
and  in  Rom  street,  now  Maiden  lane,  and  in  all 
the  other  streets  existing  at  that  time,  the  pave- 
ment was  ordered  to  be  repaired. 

Many  laws  were  passed  by  the  Common  Council 
in  the  early  history  of  Albany  referring  to  the 
streets.  In  1686,  a  law  was  passed  that  every 
Saturday  morning  each  inhabitant  should  clean  the 
street  in  front  of  his  dwelling,  and  also  that  no  filth 
should  be  thrown  in  the  street.  A  few  years  later, 
the  following  ordinance  was  passed  : 

"  Resolved,  That  an  ordinance  be  issued  forth  that 
all  the  respectable  inhabitants  within  said  city  do 
severally  clean  the  streets  from  the  dung,  dust, 
chips  and  filth  before  their  houses  or  lots  in  the 
said  streets;  and  that  all  wood  and  stone,  except  for 
present  building,  or  cooper's  wood,  be  removed  out 
of  the  said  streets  before  the  15th  of  April  next 
I  ensuing,  on  penalty  of  paying  for  every  default 
afterwards  by  them  made,  the  sum  of  six  shillings 
to  the  use  of  the  Sheriff  or  any  Constable  who  shall 
sue  for  the  same.    And  that  hereafter,  if  any  dung, 
dust,  chips  or  filth  shall  be  found  (on  any  Saturday 
after  twelve  o'clock  noon)  lying  in  the  said  streets 
j  against  the  house  or  lot  of  any  person  within  the 
I  said  city,  that  such  person  shall  pay,  also,  for  such 
I  default  and  contempt,  the  like  sum  of  six  shillings, 
I  to  be  sued  for  as  aforesaid.  And  that  hogs  or  swine 
I  belonging  to  any  of  the  said  inhabitant.s  be  ringed 
i  with  one  ring  in  the  nose  before  Saturday  night 
i  next,  and  remain  ringed  from  that  time;  and  if  the 
I  hog  or  swine  of  any  person  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
found  not  ringed,  the  owners  of  such  hog  or  swine 
shall  pay  for  every  such  default  or  neglect  the  sum 
of  six  shillings  to  the  Shenfl"  or  Constable  who  shall 
sue  for  the  same. '' 
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A  law  was  passed  forbidding  any  person  to  drive 
through  the  streets  faster  than  a  walk  under  a 
penalty  of  three  shillings.  The  spirit  of  this  law 
was  often  enjoined  upon  the  inhabitants  by  the 
early  city  fathers.  Another  law  which  was  after 
enacted  required  that  all  hogs  which  ran  at  large 
should  be  properly  ringed;  but  it  seems  that  this 
injunction  was  not  very  carefully  regarded,  for 
more  than  a  century  after,  I'dkanah  Watson,  who 
had  been  elected  Constable,  as  a  joke,  attended  to 
his  duties  in  earnest,  and  created  a  great  sensation 
by  altem})ting  to  enforce  it  by  driving  all  hogs  not 
ringed  to  the  public  pounti. 

On  the  early  maps  of  Beverwyck,  the  names  of 
but  few  streets  are  given;  but  in  early  conveyances 
the  following  names  appear:  Broadway  was  called 
Cow,  brerde,  or  Broad,  Lower  Handlaers,  and 
Brewers  street;  Hudson,  Spanish  street;  Green, 
south  of  Beaver,  Esplanade  or  Plain  street;  and 
north  of  Beaver,  the  Vodck-niarl  ox  Rag  market,  and 
Cheapside  ;  Chapel,  Berg  street  ;  State,  Jonkers 
street;  South  Pearl,  DeKlyne  street. 

After  the  charter  was  granted,  in  1686,  the  city 
was  divided  into  three  wards;  the  first  embraced 
all  that  part  of  the  town  south  of  State  and  Ex- 
change streets;  the  second  lav  north  of  State  and 
West  of  James  street;  and  the  third  contained  that 
portion  lying  north  of  State  and  Exchange  and  east 
of  James  street. 

State  street  and  Broadway  are  the  two  oldest 
streets  in  Albany.  State  street,  when  it  was  first 
laid  out,  was  made  of  unusual  width  for  that  day, 
originally  to  accommodate  the  old  Dutch  Church 
which  stood  near  Broadway  in  the  center;  but  after- 
wards a  line  of  public  buildings  were  erected  there. 
They  were  not  all  removed  until  the  beginning  of 
the  present  century.  From  a  map  of  ^^tate  street 
made  in  1792,  it  was  represented  as  being  149  feet 
wide  at  Pearl  street,  and  gradually  extending  in 
width  until  it  became  158  feet  wide  at  Lodge 
street.  The  old  English  Church,  which  stood  in 
the  center  of  the  street  opposite  Chapel,  was 
erected  in  171 5.  From  the  river  to  Broadsvav  it 
was  a  narrow  avenue,  but  beyond  Broadway  it 
opened  to  a  liberal  width  and  extended  about 
1,900  feet  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  the  original  as- 
cent being  about  seven  feet  in  one  hundred.  State 
street  usually  impressed  the  tourists,  who  visited 
Albany  in  its  primitive  day,  most  favorably.  John 
Lambert,  in  1807,  described  it  as  resembling  the 
Haymarket  in  London.  In  SpatTord's  Gazetteer, 
published  in  1813,  it  was  described  as  a  grand 
avenue  into  the  heart  of  the  city,  and  that  it  was 
regarded  as  the  grand  central  point  of  Albany, 
"  where  its  opulence  is  to  bo  displayed,  where  taste 
shall  vie  with  taste,  architect  with  architect,  age 
with  ace,  in  perpetual  succession."  Until  the  close 
of  the  last  century  its  original  grade  had  not  been 
much  reduced,  and  being  still  unpaved  was  usuallv 
incumbered  with  mud,  rendering  traveling  extremely 
difficult.  In  1792,  the  wagon  of  PI. ilip  Schuyler 
became  buried  in  the  mud  in  front  of  Green  street, 
requiring  assistance  to  extricate  it.  It  was  paved 
from  Broadway  to  the  Capitol  Park  in  1796,  and 
in  1828  pavement  was  extended  from  this  point  to 


!  I-ark  street.  In  1831,  from  Broadway  to  the  Quay, 
it  was  widened  to  seventy  feet.  The  width  of  this 
part  had  been  only  thirty-five  feet  at  Market 
street,  and  forty-three  feet  at  Quay.  The  buildings 
on  each  side,  at  this  period,  were  mostly  of  wood, 
and  in  a  wretched  condition.  The  present  width 
of  State  street  is  133  feet  at  Broadway  and  157  feet 
at  the  foot  of  the  Capitol  Park. 

Broadway,  north  from  State  street,  was  called 
Market  street  on  the  early  map^.  from  the  fact 
that  the  public  market  was  situated  in  its  center 
between  Maiden  lane  and  State  street.  The 
Market  house  was  built  in  1791,  at  an  expense 
of  £222.  It  was  removed  many  }'ears  ago, 
before  the  street  was  named  Broadway.  The  mar- 
ket was  a  great  gathering  place  for  the  inhabitants 
of  the  neighborhood  on  warm  afternoons,  when 
the  butchers  had  departed.  They  took  their  chairs 
there,  and  smoked  and  gossiped  for  hours.  South 
of  State  street,  Broadway  was  known  as  Court  street; 
but  until  near  the  beginning  of  the  present  cen- 
tury  it  only  extended  to  Lydius  ^treet,  from  which 
point  onlv  a  common  road  extended  along  the 
bank  of  the  river  to  the  ferry.  West  of  Court 
street,  beyond  Lydius  street,  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  owned  considerable  land,  used  as  pasture; 
and  in  1791  the  consistory  directed  that  this  por- 
tion of  the  church  domain  be  laid  out  into  lots. 
At  this  time  a  gate  swung  across  Lydius  street  at 
the  end  of  Court  street,  and  it  was  considered  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  city.  Only  a  common 
road  extended  through  the  pasture  land.  At  this 
time  Court  street  was  extended  and  a  number  of 
streets  were  laid  out  in  this  section,  several  of  these 
being  named  after  the  early  Dutch  ministers. 
They  have  since  been  filled  in  to  a  considerable 
extent  and  rendered  valuable,  although  when  laid 
out,  and  the  land  converted  into  building  lots,  the 
church  realized  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  per 
lot.  There  were  comparatively  few  lots  built  upon 
south  of  Lydius  street,  between  South  Pearl  street 
and  Broadway,  as  late  as  1840,  though  now  it  is 
one  of  the  most  densely  settled  portions  of  the  city. 
Court  strr^ct  was  changed  to  name  of  South  Market 
about  the  beginning  of  the  present  century.  The 
name  of  Broadway  for  both  North  and  South 
Market  streets  was  adopted  in  1840.  At  one  time 
Court  street  was  considered  the  most  fashionable 
pirt  of  the  city. 

At  the  present  titne  Broadway  extends  from 
Gansevoort  street  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
city,  and  thence  into  the  Troy  road.    No  street  in 
the  city  presents  such  a  varied  aspect.    At  the 
south  end  it  is  lined  with  manufacturing  establish- 
ments.   Near  the  steamboat  landing  it  is  given  up 
to  hotels  and  restaurants;   then  follows  a  line  of 
stores  to  State  street.     North  of  State  street  it 
widens  into  one  of  the  handsomest  streets  in  Al- 
1  bany,  having  on  it  hotels  and  many  large  commer- 
!  cial  buildings;   from  Columbia  street  to  Clinton 
I  avenue  it   decreases   in   width  and  commercial 
!  activity;  north  of  Clinton  avenue  it  is  a  street  of 
substantial  residences  till  the  new  viaduct  is  reached, 
I  beyond  which  are  several  manufacturing  buildings. 
I  Court  street  was  paved  in  1796. 
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The  BrOcidway  Viaduct  was  built  in  1S82-83  to 
obviate  the  danger  of  crossing  the  tracks  of  the 
Central  Hudson  railroad  on  Broad\va\-  and  Col- 
onic street.  The  grades  of  Broadway  and  Colonic 
and  North  Lansing  streets  were  depressed  and  the 
tracks  carried  over  upon  iron  bridges.  The  work 
was  done  by  the  railroad  company  at  an  expense 
of  $128,765;  but  the  damage  to  adjacent  property 
owners  had  to  be  met  by  the  city,  and  lias  been 
assessed  at  $134,237. 

The  street  next  in  importance  to  State  street  and 
Broadway,  during  the  earlier  history  of  Albany,  was 
North  Pearl  street,  which  ran  from  State  street  to 
Chnton  square.  North  from  this  point  it  was  pre- 
viously called  Orchard  street.  South  of  State  street, 
this  street  on  the  early  maps  was  named  Washington 
street,  but  is  now  called  South  Pearl.  Pearl  street 
now,  as  in  the  past,  has  always  been  an  important 
business  street.  In  the  early  part  of  the  last  century 
it  contained  many  private  dwellings  and  some  busi- 
ness houses.  Succeeding  years  and  the  growth  of 
the  city  have  made  it  one  of  the  most  popular  and 
thriving  business  streets  in  the  city.  Old  houses 
have  given  place  to  stores.  Especially  is  this  true 
for  a  considerable  distance  on  both  sides  of  State 
street. 

North  Pearl  street  has  been  widened  and  greatly 
improved  within  a  few  years,  and  now  presents 
the  appearance  of  a  grand  avenue.  Division  street 
was  the  extreme  southern  boundary  of  South  Pearl 
street  as  late  as  1850,  since  which  it  has  been 
extended,  and  is  now  thickly  populated  as  far  as 
Gansevoort  street.  One  of  the  curious  features  of 
the  olden  times  affecting  this  street,  was  a  law 
passed  by  the  Common  Council  in  1793,  which 
provided  that  two  chains  be  stretched  across  the 
street,  one  on  each  side  of  the  First  Presb}  terian 
Church,  to  prevent  the  passage  of  vehicles  during 
church  services,  etfectually  barricading  that  edifice 
from  the  passage  of  all  but  foot  passengers.  These 
chains  were  not  removed  until  1832. 

Chapel  street  is  another  very  ancient  street  of 
Albany.  In  early  times  it  was  a  very  important 
business  thoroughfare.  It  was  the  most  westerly 
and  highest  street  of  the  city  when  laid  out,  and 
for  that  reason  was  called  Berg  street  (that  is,  Plill 
street),  which  in  time  came  to  be  written  by  the 
English,  Barrack  street,  from  the  Dutch  pronun- 
ciation, bar-rg,  as  Ihougfi  it  were  two  syllables.  It  | 
was  chiefly  occupied,  for  many  years,  by  houses  of  j 
Indian  traders. 

Lydius  street  for  many  years  formed  the  extreme  ! 
southern  boundary  of  the  city,  and  extended  from  j 
Lodge  street  to  Broadway.     It  was  named  after  ! 
Rev.  Johannes  Lydius,  a  Dutch  Reformed  ?ilinis-  i 
ter,  who  came  to  Albany  in  17&0.     In  1867,  the  ! 
name  Lydius  street  was  changed  by  the  Common 
Council  to  Madison  avenue,  which  at  that  time  | 
provoked  much  opposition  from  the  Dutch  citizens.  [ 
Where  Lydius  street  was  laid  out  was  once  the  camp-  | 
ing  and  traming  ground  of  the  British  army  when 
commanded  by  Abercrombic  and  Amherst.   .Madi-  i 
son  avenue  has  been  gradually  extended  westward, 
now  reaching  from  the  river  to  its  junction  with  i 
Western  avenue.  It  forms  one  of  the  longest  streets  \ 


in  Albany;  contains  many  fine  dwellings  of  recent 
erection;  and  is  considered  one  of  the  most  fash- 
ionable and  desirable  locations  for  private  residences 
in  the  city. 

?Iudson  avenue  is  another  of  the  early  streets  of 
Albany,  and  in  early  days  of  the  city  only  extended 
as  far  as  Eagle  street.  It  has  been  called  by  vari- 
ous names,  the  earliest,  as  previously  stated,  being 
Spanish  street,  then  Prideaux,  ButTalo  and  Hudscn 
streets,  and  finally,  Hudson  avenue.  The  valley 
through  which  it  runs  was  the  course-way  of  the 
Ruttenkill.  In  1832  it  was  filled  in,  and  paved  from 
Eagle  street  to  Hawk  street.  Hudson  avenue  on 
account  of  its  easy  grade,  being  the  least  precipitous 
of  all  the  streets  leading  up  the  hill,  has  become 
one  uf  the  principal  thoroughfares  of  Albany,  and 
is  lined  with  some  very  fine  residences.  In  1881-82, 
this  avenue,  from  Broadway  to  South  Pearl  street, 
was  widened  and  straightened,  at  a  cost  of  $74,965. 

Green  street  and  Maiden  lane  are  on  the  list 
of  original  streets  in  early  Albany.  The  ancient 
names  of  Green  street  have  been  given  before. 
Before  it  received  its  present  name  it  was  known  as 
Van  Driessen  street.  Its  present  name  being  in  honor 
of  General  Greene,  of  the  revolution,  ought  to 
be  written  with  a  final  e.  The  earliest  name  given 
[Maiden  lane  was  Rom  street.  This  was  one  of  the 
first  laid  out  in  Beverwyck,  appearing  on  the  first 
map  of  the  city  in  existence.  In  the  early  history 
of  Albany  it  was  an  important  business  street. 
From  Broadway  to  North  Pearl  street  it  is  now  a 
thoroughfare  of  considerable  importance.  Extend- 
ing from  the  river  to  Eagle  street  it  is  very  narrow, 
and  the  shortest  and  steepest  route  from  the  rail- 
road depots  to  the  Capitol. 

Ferry  street,  now  known  as  South  Ferry,  was 
opened  to  Washington,  now  South  Pearl,  in  1789, 
by  arrangement  made  by  the  Common  Council 
with  the  Consistory  of  the  Dutch  Church,  which 
owned  the  land  in  that  vicinity. 

This  concludes  our  account  of  the  principal 
streets  of  Albany  of  much  importance  up  to  near 
the  close  of  the  last  century,  at  which  period,  it 
must  be  remembered,  this  city  had  not  been  ex- 
tended much  beyond  the  limits  of  the  old  palisades. 
All  business  then  centered  around  the  river.  State 
street.  Pearl  street,  and  Broadway.  Even  as  late  as 
1796,  our  city  was  only  a  good  sized  village,  with 
5,000  inhabitants  and  not  more  than  one  thousand 
houses.  It  was  not  until  a  number  of  years  after 
the  revolution  that  .\lbany  showed  signs  of  rapid 
growth. 

Says  Gorham  A.  Worth  : 

"  The  City  of  Albany,  in  i8co,  though  the  cap- 
ital of  the  State,'  and  occupying  a  commanding 
position,  was,  ne%'ertheless,  in  point  of  size,  com- 
mercial importance,  and  architectural  dignity,  but 
a  third  or  fourth-rate  town.  It  was  in  1800  an 
old  town,  but  the  face  of  nature  in  and  around  it 
had  been  but  little  disturbed.  All  was  anticjue, 
clean,  and  c[uiet.  There  was  no  putting  up  nor 
pulling  down;  no  ill-looking  excavations;  no  lev- 
eling of  hills;  no  filling  up  of  valleys.  The  stunted 
pines  still  covered  the  hills  to  the  very  edge  of 
the  town,  and  the  ravines  and  valleys  were  clothed 
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with  evergreens,  intermixed  with  briars  and  span- 
gled with  the  wild  rose." 

In  1 819  tlie  city  extended  but  two  miles  north 
and  south,  and  but  one  mile  in  the  widest  part  cast 
and  west.  Until  1793  not  a  street  had  been  paved, 
and  most  of  them  were  in  a  filthy,  neglected  con- 
dition. Even  State  street,  now  a  most  spacious 
and  beautiful  avenue,  was  then  not  only  without 
pavements  and  ungraded,  but  in  many  places 
broken,  and  some  parts  even  precipitous,  while  llic 
slightest  rain  upon  its  ciayev  soil  rendered  travel- 
ing most  unpleasant  and  difficult.  In  those  days 
the  staid  Dutch  settlers  were  slow  to  make  im- 
provements, and  the  influx  of  strangers  in  this, 
even  then,  ancient  town,  who  were  in  favor  of 
schemes  to  improve  and  beautify  the  city,  excited 
strong  hostility  in  the  feelings  of  those  who  were 
opposed  to  all  innovating  projects.  The  most 
progressive  stranger  who  came  to  Albany  about 
this  time,  was  Elkanah  Watson,  who  came  from 
Plymouth,  Mass.,  in  1789,  and  to  whom  early 
Albany  owes  as  much  for  improvements  as  to  any 
one  man.  At  the  time  of  his  arrival,  Mr.  Watson 
said  in  his  journal:  "No  street  was  paved,  no 
lamps,  no  library;  not  a  public-house  of  any  de- 
cency; and  water-spouts,  projecting  from  the  eaves 
of  the  houses,  deluged  unwary  night  travelers  sunk 
in  mud  and  darkness."  To  the  mind  of  Mr. 
Watson,  familiar  with  the  elegancies  and  advance- 
ment of  European  cities,  the  various  defective 
arrangements  in  the  city  of  his  adoption  were  seen 
and  appreciated;  and,  soon  after  becoming  a  resi- 
dent, he  engaged  earnestly,  through  the  press  and 
by  personal  efforts,  in  suggesting  and  urging  local 
improvements  connected  with  these  subjects.  His 
efforts  received  bitter  opposition.  The  following 
amusing  incident,  taken  from  his  journal,  will  ex- 
hibit the  state  of  feeling  he  had  excited: 

"Just  after  -State  street  had  been  paved  at  a 
heavy  expense,  I  sauntered  into  it  immediately  suc- 
ceeding a  heavy  thunderstorm,  and  whilst  regret- 
ting the  disturbance  in  the  sidewalk,  and  to 
observe  the  cellars  filled  with  water  [for  in  that 
section,  which  was  near  the  present  locality  of  the 
State  Bank,  the  street  grading  had  been  elevated 
some  feet],  I  heard  two  women,  in  the  act  of  clear- 
ing their  invaded  premises  from  the  accumulation 
of  mud  and  water,  cry  out,  '  Here  comes  that  in- 
fernal paving  Yankee  ! '  They  approached  me  in 
a  menacing  attitude,  broomsticks  erect.  Prudence 
dictated  a  retreat  to  avoid  being  broomsticked  by 
the  infuriated  Amazons,  although  I  did  not  run  as 
some  of  my  friends  insisted,  but  walked  off  at  a 
quick  pace."  In  subsequent  years,  Mr.  Watson 
Feceived  many  generous  tributes  of  acknowledg- 
ment and  thanks  from  those  who,  in  their  progress, 
had  opposed  his  efforts  to  improve  and  embellish 
the  city. 

It  was  not  before  1S60  that  the  last  vestige  of 
the  original  wide  domain  of  Hendrick  Halcnbtck 
was  obliterated  in  this  city.  This  consisted  in  the 
removal  of  the  burial  ground  on  the  southwest  cor- 
ner of  South  Pearl  and  Hamilton  streets,  set  apart 
by  Halenbeck  in  the  middle  of  die  last  century  as 
a  private  buried  ground.     It  was  near  the  north 


line  of  his  farm, which  extended  from  Plain  street 
to  Beverkill  at  Arch  street,  where  it  joined  the 
I  farm  of  General  Schuyler;  the  south  line  at  Pearl 
street  being  designated  by  a  cannon,  which  re- 
mained in  the  ground  until  a  few  years  ago.  The 
boundaries  of  this  property  east  and  west  are  un- 
certain, but  are  claimed  to  have  extended  from 
Ivagle  street  to  the  river.  It  is  also  claimed  that 
South  Pearl  street  was  laid  out  by  Halenbeck 
through  his  property,  and  given  by  him  for  a 
street.  Through  this  farm  the  ])resent  Grand  street 
was  laid  out  in  the  fore  pait  of  the  last  century, 
and  called  Halenbeck  street.  In  1S29  the  City 
Surveyor  presented  to  the  Common  Council  a  pro- 
file of  this  street  from  Hudson  to  Hamilton  streets. 
Although  it  had,  nearly  a  century  before,  been  laid 
out  and  named,  no  vestige  of  a  street  had  yet  been 
made  there.  A  portion  of  it  south  of  Lydius  street 
was  used  only  as  a  lane  leading  to  the  farm  of 
Oliver  Kane  (now  the  site  of  Ash  grove  Church), 
across  which  swung  a  gate.  It  was  laid  out  sixtv 
feet  wide,  as  though  it  was  expected  to  make  it  a 
more  important  avenue  than  South  Pearl  street, 
which  was  then  only  forty-five  feet  in  width.  In 
1838  the  Common  Council  was  petitioned  to  have 
it  paved  from  Hudson  to  Lydius  street.  In  1835 
but  one  house  was  located  on  this  street,  at  the 
northeast  corner  of  Hamilton  and  Grand,  which 
stood  alone  like  an  outpost  upon  the  western  verge 
of  the  city.  All  was  open  barren  pasture  and  clav 
hills  beyond,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  and  so 
continued  until  Hamilton  street  was  dugout,  leav- 
ing a  high  wall  of  clay  on  either  hand.  Jn  process 
of  time  the  name  of  Halenbeck  street  was  changed 
to  Grand,  an  outrage  upon  the  generous  donor  of 
the  land  through  which  it  originally  passed. 

P.\VEMF,NTs. — From  the  best  information,  we  are 
led  to  believe  that  Watervliet  street,  which  began 
at  Columbia,  where  IMonlgciinery  now  is,  and  ran 
diagonally  to  where  Broadway  and  Patroon  (now 
Clinton  avenue)  intersect,  was  the  first  street  paved 
in  Albany,  the  work  having  been  begun  and  nearly 
completed  in  . 1793.     During  this  and  the  succeed- 
ing year,  rapid  progress  was  made  in  paving  streets. 
The  Albany  Regisfer  of  September  29, 1794,  tells  us 
that  the  paving  system  had  been  prosecuted  with 
so  much  vigor,  that  only  Pearl  and  a  few  cross 
streets  remained  to  complete  the  enterprise.  Said 
I  the  Register :    "The  contrast  in  so  short  a  time 
from  one  of  the  filthiest  to  one  of  the  cleanest  cities 
in  America  is  truly  astonishing,  and  must  be  pleas- 
ing to  every  citizen,  especially  when  we  take  in  con- 
templation that  noble  extent  of  pavement,  now  near- 
ly completed,  through  the  whole  extent  of  Watervliet 
j  street  to  the  bridge,  the  very  idea  of  which  a  few 
I  years  ago  would  have  been  thought  to  have  been 
j  the  hight  of  madne.ss.  '   It  was  also  said  that  prop- 
1  erty  had  risen  in  value  in  consequence.     It  was 
!  found  that  a  mistake  haii  been  made  in  paving  the 
I  sidewalks  with  small  stones. 

From  1793  to  1804  many  miles  of  pavement 
were  laid.  Church  street,  parts  of  Lytlius.  \'an 
Schaitk,  ^^'esterlo  and  Sturgeon  streets,  and  parts 
of  Bass  and  Herring  lanes,  and  all  the  lots  from 
Court  street  westward  to  Dallius  street,  and  from 
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Ferry  street  northward  to  tlie  north  bounds  of  tlic 
church  })asture,  were  filled  uj)  and  leveled,  pre- 
paratory to  paving.  In  1S04  the  Common  Coun- 
cil ordered  that  parts  of  State,  Lion  (now  Wash- 
ington avenue)  and  W.isliington  (now  South 
Pearl),  which  remained  unpaved  and  greatly  out  of 
repair,  should  be  immediately  paved  by  the  owners 
and  occupants;  the  work  to  be  completed  within 
eight  days  after  notice  from  tlie  City  Superintendent, 
showing  the  rapidity  with  which  this  important 
improvement  in  tlie  streets  was  pushed  at  this  date. 

It  will  be  almost  impossible,  as  well  as  uninter- 
esting, to  give  in  detail  the  names  of  the  streets 
(and  the  dates)  paved  from  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century.  It  would  be  a  task  requiring 
much  research,  and  would  take  greater  space  than 
we  are  able  to  use  in  this  article.  A  ddigent  in- 
spection of  the  Common  Council  records  will  show 
how  rapidly  the  work  of  paving  progressed  in 
the  city  after  it  was  commenced  in  1793.  From 
1820  to  1S33,  probably  more  miles  of  pavement 
were  completed  than  during  any  corresponding 
years  of  the  city's  history.  During  this  same  pe- 
riod many  streets  were  extended  and  many  new 
ones  laid  out.  Space  forbids  our  giving  any  de- 
tailed account  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city  at 
this  period,  which  the  records  of  the  Common 
Council  so  plainly  indicate. 

Until  the  year  1S69,  no  other  kind  of  pavement 
had  been  laid  but  the  round  cobblestone  still  so 
generally  used.  During  this  vear,  Broadway,  from 
Hudson  avenue  to  Wilson  street,  was  repaved  with 
wooden  blocks  of  Canada  pine,  called  the  Nichol- 
son pavement.  In  1870,  Hudson  avenue,  from 
Broadway  to  Willett  street,  was  paved  with  this 
kind  of  pavement;  and  also  Green  street,  from  State 
street  to  Madison  avenue.  But  it  was  soon  proved 
that  this  style  of  pavement  was  unlit  for  the  heavv 
trucking  done  on  these  streets.  After  five  years  of 
use  it  was  substituted  in  Broadway  by  the  granite 
block,  which  in  1S74  was  laid  from  Hudson 
avenue  to  Wilson  street.  The  wooden  pave- 
ment in  Hudson  avenue  and  Green  street  was 
soon  after  replaced  by  the  granite  block.  Since 
then  granite  block  pavement  has  been  laid  in 
Western  avenue,  from  Livingston  to  the  Boule- 
vard; Ten  Broeck,  from  Clinton  avenue  to  Living- 
ston avenue  ;  First  street,  from  Ten  Broeck  to 
Hawk;  Third  street,  from  Ten  Broeck  to  Hall 
place;  Hail  place,  from  First  to  Third;  State,  from 
Swan  to  Lexington  avenue:  Jame?,  from  State  to 
Columbia;  Steuben,  from  Broadway  to  Eagle;  Elk, 
from  Eagle  to  Hawk;  Second  avenue,  from  Sloan 
to  Delavan  avenue;  .Snith  Pearl,  from  Gansevoort 
to  -Mount  Hope;  ^\■lllett,  from  State' to  Madison 
avenue;  Columbia,  from  Broadwav  to  Chapel; 
North  Pearl,  from  State  to  Clinton  avenue;  Clinton 
avenue,  from  Broadway  to  North  Pearl;  Knox, 
from  ^ladison  avenue  to  Morris;  Steuben,  from 
Broadway  to  North  Pearl.  Contracts  have  been 
let  for  similarly  paving  State,  from  I'.agle  to  Lex- 
ington avenue:  I-".agle,  from  Spruce  to  M\rtlc 
avenue;  Washifigton  avenue,  from  Eagle  to  Lex- 
ington avenue;  Broadway,  from  Hudson  avenue  to 
South  Ferry;  and  South  Pearl,  from  State  to  (ian- 


]  sevoort.  Broadway,  from  Wilson  to  Livingston 
i  avenue  is  pa\ed  with  the  Weehawken  bluesione, 
;  the  only  pavement  of  that  kind  in  the  city. 
1  Albany  at  the  present  time  has  more  than  forty- 
I  eight  miics  of  paved  streets,  of  which  about  forty 
j  miles  are  paved  with  cobblestone,  and,  with  the  work 
I  now  in  progress,  eight  miles  of  granite  block.  In 
]  Washington  Park,  a  little  niore  than  a  mile  of 
I  Telford,  macadam  roail  has  been  laid. 
I  In  1 8 13,  Albanv  contained  about  1 1,000  persons, 
I  having  more  than  doubled  in  population  in  about 
I  fifteen  years,  while  in  public  and  private  building, 
I  and  extent  and  condition  of  its  streets,  it  had  made 
even  more  remarkable  progress.  In  a  description 
of  Albany  in  1S13,  publistied  in  SpatTord's  Gaz- 
I  etteer,  appears  the  following  account  of  its  streets 
at  that  dale: 

•'The  principal  streets  of  Albany  are  parallel 
with  the  river,  except  State  street,  a  spacious  and 
central  one,  that  extends  from  the  Hudson  to  the 
Capitol.  Court  street  extends  from  the  Ferry,  at  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  compact  part,  and  near 
the  southern  bounds  of  the  city,  to  State  street.  It 
has  a  large  share  of  population  and  business. 
Market  street  opens  opposite  to  this,  and  extends 
from  State  street  to  the  noithern  bounds  of  the 
city,  though  continuous,  except  in  name.  These 
streets  extend  across  the  city  nearly  parallel  with 
the  Hudson,  between  which  are  several  streets, 
less  extensive,  as  Dock  street,  Quay  street,  etc., 
principally  occupied  with  store-houses,  shops,  etc., 
the  seat  of  immense  commercial  business  *  *  * 
The  public  square,  an  open  space  of  liberal  extent, 
spreads  a  handsome  area  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Capitol;  and  from  the  west  side  of  this,  Lion  street, 
spacious  and  level,  extends  westward  in  a  right  line 
on  a  commanding  plain,  to  the  junction  of  the 
Great  Western  Turnpike."  The  eastern  end  of 
this  turnpike.  Lion  street,  now  Washington  ave- 
nue, from  Lark  street,  was  for  a  long  time  known 
as  the  Bowery,  now  Central  avenue.  It  has  under- 
gone many  changes.  Before  the  completion  of 
the  Erie  Canal  in  1S25,  it  was  the  great  thorough- 
tare  to  and  from  Western  New  York.  Some  of  the 
large  store-houses  until  lately  remaining  about 
Townsend  Park,  attest  the  commercial  character  of 
the  street  at  that  time.  A  continuous  line  of 
vehicles  crowded  its  pathway  every  day.  Em- 
igrants from  New  England  to  Central  and  Western 
!  New  York  usually  look  this  in  their  route.  In 
j  die  zenith  of  the  pro5[)erity  of  the  street  the  Erie 
I  Canal  was  built,  and  the  l)usiness  interests  of  the 
i  street  were  gone.  In  1865  it  w  as  pav  ed,  much  im- 
proving its  character  and  comluion. 

"North  Pearl  street  extends  north  from  State 
street  to  the  northern  extremity  of  the  city,  just  on 
the  brow  of  the  river  hill,  and  next  west  of  Niarket 
street.  *    *    *    Of  all  the  principal  streets,  it  is 
at  present  the  most  compact,  populous  and  prob- 
ably, the  nvi-^t  wealthy." 
I      In  1823,  the  Diiilv  Advcrtiaer.  to  show  the  prog- 
j  ress  the  city  had  made  in  ten  years,  had  the  follow- 
i 

I  "  Ten  years  ago  and  the  now  proud  and  beauii- 
j  tul  .Xcadeinic  square  was  a  barren  clay  bank,  varie- 
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gated  by  an  occasional  saw-pit  or  a  group  of  re-  ! 
dining  cows;  then  the  whole  of  the  upper  part  of 
Columbia  street  was  a  high  hill,  unoccupied  and 
impassable  as  a  street,  and  the  greater  part  of 
Chapel  street  was,  in  rainy  weather,  a  complete 
mud-hole. 

"Ten  years  ago,  of  the  whole  row  of  handsome 
dwellings  now  standing  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Capitol  square,  only  one  was  erected.  Then  Dan- 
iel street  did  not  e.xist,  and  the  whole  south  part 
of  Eagle  street  was  a  most  unpromising  ravine. 

"Ten  years  ago  and  juvenile  sports  used  to 
shoot  snipe  and  other  small  game  where  now  the 
Erie  Canal  pours  its  water  into  the  Hudson.  Of 
all  that  city  which  has  since  sprung  up  in  that 
neighborhood,  not  a  house  was  then  standing; 
while,  in  the  south  pasture,  over  whose  vacant 
fields  the  various  city  regiments  used  to  maneuve^ 
we  now  see  orderly  platoons  of  handsome  brick 
houses  and  battalions  of  streets  'dressed'  with  a 
beautiful  regularity  unattainable  by  their  animated 
predecessors.  In  short,  every  quarter  of  the  city: 
north,  south,  east — and  even  the  despised  west — 
give  tokens  of  sound  and  healthy  growth." 

The  part  of  the  hill  on  the  south  side  of  the  Fort, 
and  West  of  South  Pearl  street,  was  in  1760  called 
Gallows  Hill.  July,  1762,  the  Common  Council 
sold  the  land  where  the  gallows  stood  in  acre  lots. 
In  the  Surveyor's  otTice  is  a  map  of  this  part  of 
Albany,  entitled,  "New  lots  laid  out  on  Gallows 
Hill."  The  north  bounds  of  the  city,  at  this  date, 
was  the  south  line  of  Patroon  street,  now  Clinton 
avenue.  Proceeding  thence,  southerly,  we  next 
have  Wall  street,  then  Howe  street,  next  Queen 
street,  King  street.  Prince  street,  Prideaux  street, 
Quiter  street,  Wolfe  street,  Pitt  street,  at  the  junc- 
tion of  which  with  Duke  street,  now  Eagle,  was 
Gallows  Hill,  where  All  Saints  Cathedral  now 
stands.  The  above  streets  ran  westerly.  The  Fort 
is  laid  down,  with  its  burying  ground  immediately 
north;  its  walls  extended  north,  nearly  to  Maiden 
lane;  south,  to  about  the  center  of  State;  west,  to 
near  Eagle;  and  east  to  Lodge  street.  A  cemetery 
occupied  the  block  between  State  and  Lancaster, 
and  Eagle  and  Hawk.  The  streets  on  the  hill 
running  north  and  south  were  called  Duke,  Hawk, 
Boscawen, Warren  and  Johnson. 

Albany  streets  have  had  their  names  changed 
frequently,  and,  it  must  be  admitted,  not  always  for 
the  better.  In  1 790  the  names  of  several  were 
changed,  among  them  the  following  :  Duke  to 
Eagle,  Boscawen  to  Swan,  Warren  to  Dove,  John- 
son to  Lark,  Gage  to  Swallow,  now  Knox;  Sche- 
nectady to  Snipe,  now  Lexington  avenue;  Scho- 
harie to  Duck,  now  Robin.  The  next  parallel 
street  was  called  Pigeon,  now  Perry;  the  next 
Turkey,  now  Quail;  the  next  Sparrow,  now  On- 
tario. Wall  street  was  changed  to  Plare,  now 
Orange;  Howe  to  Fox,  now  Canal;  King  to  Lion, 
and  afterwards  to  Washington  street,  now  Washing- 
ton avenue;  Prince,  west  of  Eagle,  to  Deer,  now 
State;  Prideaux  to  Tiger,  now  Lancaster;  (Quiter, 
so  called  to  perpetuate  the  Indian  name  of  Peter 
Schuyler,  was  changed  to  Buffalo,  now  Hudson  1 
avenue;  Wolfe,  named  after  the  Hero  of  Quebec,  I 


was  changed  to  Wolf,  afterwards  to  Lydius,  now 
Madison  avenue;  Pitt  to  Otter,  then  to  Westcrlo, 
now  Elm;  iMonckton  to  Mink,  then  to  West  Ferry, 
now  Myrtle  avenue. 

In  1805,  the  Common  Council,  in  consequence 
of  the  extension  and  improvement  made  in  some  of 
the  streets,  changed  the  name  of  the  following  : 

Kilby,  which  from  a  small  alley  had  then  become 
a  spacious  street,  extending  from  the  Hudson  River 
to  Washington  street,  now  South  Pearl,  to  the 
name  ofHamilton;  Bone  lane,  which  extended  from 
Hudson  River  to  Green,  and  was  to  be  extended 
to  South  Pearl,  to  the  name  of  Division;  Cow  lane, 
extending  from  the  intersection  of  Grass  lane  M  ith 
Hudson  to  Ludlow's  property  adjoining  Lydius, 
to  the  name  of  Liberty;  Nail,  extending  from 
Washington  to  Eagle,  to  the  name  of  Lutheran, 
now  Howard;  Barrack,  extending  from  State  to 
the  north  boundary  of  the  city,  to  the  name  of 
Chapel.  Since  1805  many  other  changes  have 
been  made  in  the  names  of  streets.  Of  those  not 
already  mentioned,  Capitol  has  been  changed  to 
Park;  Mark  lane  to  Exchange;  Middle  lane  to 
James;  Frelinghuysen  to  Franklin;  Dock  to  Dean; 
Bass  lane  to  Bleecker;  Store  lane  to  Norton;  Sand 
to  Lafayette;  Van  Driessen  to  Green;  South  to 
Gansevoort  ;  High  to  Ten  Broeck;  Macomb  to 
Broad:  Embargo  alley  to  Dennison;  Whitehall  road 
to  Whitehall  avenue,  now  Second  avenue;  Van 
Vechten  to  Third  avenue;  Delaware  Turnpike  to 
Delaware  avenue;  Elizabeth  to  Second;  John  to 
Third;  Van  Schaick  to  Monroe;  Lumber  to  Living- 
ston avenue;  part  of  Perry  to  Lake  avenue.  Of 
the  present  streets,  Dean  acquired  its  designation 
from  Captain  Dean;  Montgomery  was  named  at'ter 
the  heroic  soldier  who  fell  before  Quebec;  Steuben 
obtained  its  title  from  that  bluff  and  brave  soldier 
of  the  Revolution,  who  aided  so  much'in  giving  dis- 
cipline to  our  army.  The  chivalrous  Lafayette 
lives  in  our  history  by  like  means.  The  Dutch 
Admiral  Van  Tromp,  who  swept  the  sea  with  his 
broom,  has  a  street  named  to  his  memory,  humble 
though  it  be  in  its  pretensions. 

Street  Depart.ment. — From  the  granting  of  the 
Dongan  Charter  to  1S26,  the  sole  charge  of  open- 
ing, laying  out,  repairing  and  cleaning  the  streets 
was  vested  in  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen.  At  the 
latter  date  the  office  of  Street  Inspector  was  created. 
The  duties  of  this  officer  were  confined  to  seeing 
that  the  ordinances  of  the  Common  Council  re- 
lating to  streets  were  carried  out,  and  were  some- 
what similar  to  those  now  enjoined  upon  the 
Street  (Commissioner.  He  receives  his  appoint- 
ment from  the  Common  Council. 

The  laws  relating  to  the  superintendency  and 
general  supervision  of  the  streets  were  passed 
in  1870.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  Charter,  the 
Street  Department  includes  four  bureaus  :  Board  of 
Contract  and  Apportionment;  Bureau  of  Street 
Commission;  Bureau  of  Engineering  and  Survey- 
ing; and  the  Bureau  of  Lamps,  Gas  and  Electric 
Lights. 

The  Board  of  Contract  and  Apportionment  con- 
sists of  the  Mayor,  the  Chamberlain,  the  Street  Com- 
missioner, the  City  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  and  the 
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President  of  the  Common  Council.  This  Board, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Common  Council,  has, 
in  the  language  of  the  City  Charter,  charge  "of  the 
altering,  regulating,  grading,  paving,  repaying, 
flagging,  curbing,  guttering,  cleaning,  opening, 
draining,  repairing  and  lighting  of  the  streets,  roads, 
places,  alleys,  and  avenues;  of  fencing  and  filling 
lots;  of  building,  repairing  and  lighting  docks, 
wharves  and  piers;  and  of  the  construction  and  re- 
paving  of  public  streets,  drains,  roads,  alleys  and 
bridges."  This  Board  issues  all  proposals,  receives 
all  bids,  and  awards  all  contracts  for  the  work 
ordered  to  be  done  to  the  streets  by  the  Common 
Council.  It  also  apportions  and  assesses  the  cost 
of  street  and  drain  improvements.  The  Board 
appoints  a  Clerk,  who  also  acts  as  Clerk  to  the 
Street  Commissioner.  The  present  Cleik  is  Thomas 
J.  Lanahan. 

Bureau  of  Street  Improvements  has  for  its 
chief  ofiicers  the  Street  Commissioner,  appointed 
by  the  Common  Council  on  nominations  by  the 
Mayor.  The  Commissioner  appoints  two  Street 
Superintendents  and  one  Superintendent  of  Lamps. 
The  present  Commissioner  is  (Jwen  Golden.  Street 
Superintendents,  Lawrence  Wetzel  and  Michael 
J.  Hayden;  Superintendent  of  Lamps,  Thomas 
Powers. 

Bure.\u  of  Engineerixg  and  Surveying. — Chief 
officer.  City  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  appointed  by 
the  Common  Council  on  nominations  by  the  May- 
or. The  Engineer  appoints  a  deputy  and  two  as- 
sistants, with  the  approval  of  the  ^^layor.  The 
present  Engineer  is  Reuben  H.  Bingham;  Deputy, 
John  J.  O'Hara. 

Bureau  of  Lamps,  Gas  and  Electric. — The 
chief  officer  of  this  bureau  is  the  Street  Commis- 
sioner, although  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps 
may  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  office. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

One  of  the  most  important  factors  in  the  health, 
convenience  and  comfort  of  the  people  of  any  com- 
munity, is  a  sufficiency  of  pure  and  wholesome 
water. 

At  what  precise  date  the  first  settlers  obtained 
water  from  other  than  the  natural  sources  of  the 
Hudson  River,  or  the  springs  and  small  creeks 
which  abounded  in  this  region,  we  are  unable  to 
learn;  but  that  soon  after  the  first  year  of  settle- 
ment, public  and  private  wells  were  built,  is  evident 
from  reference  made  to  their  existence  in  the  very 
earliest  documentary  records.  These  public  wells 
were  supplied  with  water,  as  early  as  1670,  from  a 
fountain  or  pond,  formed  by  constructing  a  dam 
across  a  creek,  or  near  the  outlet  of  a  spring  on 
the  hill  adjacent  to  the  preicnt  Capitol.  Water 
was  conducted  from  this  fountain  to  the  wells  by 
means  of  wooden  spouis. 

In  1686  a  fire  occurred  in  the  city,and  in  subdu- 
ing it  the  water  from  the  public  wells,  supplied  in 
the  manner  described,  pmved  of  valuable  assist- 
ance. In  the  city  records  of  August  3  istof  this  year, 
appears  the  following  testimony: 


"  It  has  been  found  by  experience  that  the  bring- 
ing of  water  of  the  fountains  from  the  hill  has  not 
only  been  of  great  use  to  the  inhabitants  for  water, 
but  the  only  means  of  quenching  the  late  fire, 
which  otherwise,  by  all  probability,  would  have 
destroyed  the  whole  town." 

The  number  and  exact  locations  of  the  public 
wells  built  in  early  Albany  is  difficult  to  dctermme. 
In  1695,  a  well  was  built  in  Jonker  (now  State) 
street.  In  171 2,  one  was  constructed  in  the  First 
Ward,  about  twelve  yards  from  the  east  side  of  the 
Market-house,  and,  at  the  same  time,  another  on 
the  north  side  of  Cross  street,  opposite  the  resi- 
dence of  Gysbert  Marselis.  Two  years  later,  three 
were  built,  one  in  each  of  the  three  wards,  but  the 
precise  locations  cannot  be  learned  from  the  cit\' 
records. 

Besides  the  public  wells,  nearly  every  dwelling 
had  its  private  well.  But  even  this  apjiarently  suf- 
ficient means  of  water  supply  was  either  inadequate, 
or  of  a  quality  not  fit  for  general  use,  for  evidence 
is  abundant  that  river  water  was  quite  extensively 
used  for  culinary  and  laundry  purposes  many  years 
prior  to  the  beginning  of  this  century. 

The  quality  of  the  water  obtained  from  the  Al- 
bany wells  a  century  ago  was  a  matter  much  dis- 
cussed and  hard  to  be  determined. 

One  of  the  earliest  writers  upon  Albany  well 
water  was  Peter  Kalra,  a  Swedish  naturalist,  who 
came  to  this  country  in  1748  on  a  scientific  expe- 
dition from  the  University  of  Upsala.  In  giving  a 
detail  of  his  researches,  he  thus  speaks  of  the  water 
of  Albany: 

"  The  water  of  several  wells  in  this  town  was  very 
cool  about  this  time,  but  had  a  kind  of  acid  taste 
which  was  not  very  agreeable.  On  a  nearer  exam- 
ination I  found  an  abundance  of  little  insects  in  it, 
which  were  probably  monoculi.  Their  length  was 
different;  some  were  a  geometrical  line  and  a  half; 
others  two,  and  others  four  lines  long.  They  were 
very  narrow,  and  of  a  very  pale  color.  The  head 
was  blacker  and  thicker  than  the  other  parts  of  the 
body,  and  about  the  size  of  a  pin's  head.  I'hetail  was 
divided  into  two  branches,  and  each  branch  termi- 
nated in  a  liale  black  globule.  \Micn  these  insects 
swim,  they  proceed  in  crooked  or  undulated  lines, 
almost  like  tadpoles.  I  poured  some  of  this  water 
into  a  bowl  and  put  near  a  fourth  part  of  rum  in 
it;  the  monoculi,  instead  of  being  affected  with  it, 
swam  about  as  briskly  as  they  had  done  in  the 
water.  This  shows  that  if  one  makes  punch  with 
this  water  it  must  be  very  strong  to  kill  the  mo- 
noculi. I  think  this  water  is  not  very  wholesome 
for  people  who  are  not  used  to  it,  though  the  in- 
habitants of  Albany  who  drink  it  every  day  say  they 
do  not  feel  the  least  inconvenience  from  it.  I  have 
several  times  been  obliged  to  drink  water  here,  in 
1  which  I  have  plainly  seen  monoculi  swimm.incr;  but 
I  I  generally  felt  the  next  day  something  like  a  pea  in 
I  my  throat,  or  as  if  I  had  a  swelling  there,  and  this 
continued  about  a  week.  I  felt  such  swellings  this 
year,  both  in  Albany  and  other  parts.  My  ser- 
vant, Yangstroem,  likwise  got  a  great  pain  in  his 
breast,  and  a  sensation  as  from  a  swelling  after 
drinking  water  with  monoculi  in  it;  but  whether 
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these  insects  occasioned  it,  or  wlictlier  it  cane  from 
some  other  cause,  I  cannot  ascertain.  However,  I 
have  always  endeavored  to  do  without  such  water 
as  had  monoculi  in  it.  I  have  found  monoculi  in 
very  cold  water,  taken  from  the  deepest  wells  in 
difierent  parts  of  tliis  country.  Perhaps  many  of 
our  diseases  arise  from  water  of  this  kind  which  we 
do  not  sufficiently  examine.  I  have  frequently  ob- 
served abundance  of  minute  insects  in  water  which 
has  been  remarkable  for  its  clearness.  Almost 
each  house  in  Albany  has  its  well,  and  the  water 
of  which  is  applied  to  common  use;  but  for  tea, 
brewing  and  washins;  they  commonly  take  the  water 
of  the  Hudson,  which  flows  close  by  the  town. 
This  water  is  generally  quite  muddy, and  very  warm 
in  summer;  and  on  that  account  it  is  kept  in  cel- 
lars, in  order  that  the  slime  may  subside,  and  that 
the  water  may  cool  a  little." 

In  I^Iorse's  American  Geography,  published  in 
1796,  appears  the  following: 

"The  well  water  in  this  city  (Albany)  is  ex- 
tremely bad,  scarely  drinkable  by  those  not  accus- 
tomed to  it.  It  oozes  through  a  stiff  blue  clay  and 
it  imbibes  in  its  passage  the  fme  particles  common 
to  that  kind  of  soil.  This  discolors  it,  and  when 
exposed  any  length  of  time  to  the  air  it  acquires  a 
disagreeable  taste.  Indeed  all  the  water  for  cook- 
ing is  brought  from  the  river,  and  many  families 
use  it  to  drink.  The  water  in  the  wells  is  unwhole- 
some, being  full  of  little  insects,  except  in  size, 
like  those  which  are  frequently  seen  in  stagnated 
water. " 

Numerous  criticisms,  similar  to  the  preceeding, 
may  be  found  in  the  writmgs  of  many  of  the  tour- 
ists who  visited  Albany  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  But  John  Maude,  an  English- 
man, made  a  visit  to  the  United  States  in  iSco;  he 
says,  in  regard  to  the  impurity  of  the  water  in  Al- 
bany: 

"As  for  being  obliged  to  use  the  dirty  water  of 
the  river,  I  will  beg  leave  to  observe  to  Mr.  Morse 
that  a  very  great  proportion  of  the  city  do  not  use 
the  river  water,  which  said  river  water  is  far  from 
being  dirty,  rather  remarkable  for  its  purity,  being 
a  pleasant,  wholesome  beverage.  Great  part  of  the 
city  is  supplied  with  water  from  a  well  in  the  main 
street,  but  the  water  is  from  a  pump  to  the  west- 
ward of  the  Episcopal  Church.  It  is  a  water  that 
my  palate  cannot  lind  fault  with,  nor  my  eyes 
perceive  in  it  those  animalcules  Kalrn  speaks  of; 
neither  could  I  discover  them  in  the  well  water." 

Certain  it  is  that  no  record  exists  tracing  to  the 
use  of  Albany  water  any  unhealthfulness  of  its  in- 
habitants, or  that  it  was  the  cause  of  any  specific 
disease. 

In  1832,  cholera  was  especially  prevalent  in  this 
city,  and  many  attributed  it  to  the  peculiarity  of 
the  city  well  water.  Accordingly  the  Board  of 
Health  had  the  water  of  fourteen  wells  examined 
by  Drs.  T.  Romcyn  Beck  and  Philip  Ten  Eyck, 
two  reliable  and  expert  physicians,  the  latter  of 
whom  still  lives  in  Albany.  They  pronounced 
them  all  free  from  any  impurities  which  could  be 
injurious  to  health. 
C6 
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The  first  action  taken  by  tlie  Corporation  of  .\1- 
bany  relating  to  a  larger  and  better  water  suprdv, 
other  than  public  and  private  wells,  occurred  in 
1794,  when  an  advertisement  appeared  asking  for 
proposals  for  supplying  the  city  with  water  bv 
means  of  an  aqueduct  to  extend  from  a  spring 
at  the  Five-Mile  House  on  the  road  to  Albany. 
No  further  reference  to  this  proposed  plan  is  found 
in  the  city  records. 

In  1796  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  to 
enable  the  Corporation  to  supply  the  city  with 
water  by  means  of  conduits,  which  also  failed  to  be 
carried  out. 

The  first  private  individual  to  undertake  the  task 
of  supplying  the  city  with  water  was  Benjamin 
Prescott,  who,  in  1797,  received  from  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer  a  grant  of  the  ^laezlandt  Kill. 
Under  Mr.  Prescott's  management  a  line  of  wooden 
logs  was  laid  from  the  fountain  head.  But  he 
must  have  failed  to  fulfill  some  part  of  the  contract, 
for  a  few-  years  after  all  his  rights  in  the  Maez- 
landt  Kill  were  transferred  by  Van  Rensselaer  to 
the  Water  Company. 

In  1S02  the  Albany  Water-works  Company  was 
incorporated,  with  a  c?ipital  of  $40,000.  The  orig- 
inal Trustees  were  Stephen  Lush,  Philip  Van 
Rensselaer  and  John  Tayler.  Work  was  com- 
menced almost  immediately,  by  laying  mains  of 
iron  and  wooden  logs  through  the  principal  streets. 
Water  was  drawn  from  the  Maczlandt  Kill,  which 
continued  to  be  the  principal  source  of  supply 
until  1837,  when  this  stream  failed  to  meet  the  de- 
mands made  upon  it,  and  another  source  of  supply, 
the  Middle  Creek,  was  procured  by  the  company. 
In  a  few  years  the  two  streams  combined  were 
found  to  be  inadequate.  In  1845  V'^^'^  of  the 
Patroon's  Creek  was  purchased  from  Mr.  Van  Rens- 
selaer by  the  Water  Company.  In  181 1  this  com- 
pany built  a  receiving  reservoir  on  the  spot  now 
occupied  by  the  High  School,  which  was  supplied 
by  an  iron  main  from  the  ^laezlandt  Kill.  This 
main  is  still  used,  and  from  it  consumers  in  North 
Albany,  and  many  upon  Broadway,  north  of  Clin- 
ton avenue,  and  North  Pearl  street,  from  Clinton 
avenue  to  Columbia,  are  supplied.  This  water  is, 
in  quality,  what  is  known  as  very  hard. 

In  1844  the  capital  stock  of  the  Albany  Water- 
works Company  was  increased  to  6So,oco.  Dur- 
ing this  same  year,  a  company  known  as  the  Al- 
bany Hydrant  Company  was  incorporated,  with 
John  Townsend,  John  K.  Paige,  Bradford  R. 
Wood,  James  D.  Wasson,  Barnum  \Miipple,  Rufus 
W.  Peckham  and  Peter  Gansevoort  as  Trustees. 
The  latter  company  caused  extensive  surveys  to  be 
made,  with  the  purpose  of  devising  a  better  system 
of  water  supply;  but  be\  ond  this  work,  nothing  of 
a  practical  nature  was  attempted. 

For  many  years  preceding  the  adoption  of  the 
present  mode  of  water  supply,  there  had  been  a 
growing  sentiment  among  the  citizens  of  Albany 
that  the  city  should  own  and  control  its  own  sys- 
tem of  water-works.  This  sentiment  culminated 
in  the  Corporation  submitting  a  bill  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, which  became  a  law  .\pril  9,  1S50,  by  which 
the  Common  Council  were  empowered  to  ap- 
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point  five  persons  to  be  known  as  Water  Commis- 
sioners; such  Commissioners  to  consider  all  mat- 
ters relative  to  supplying  the  city  with  water,  and 
to  report  to  the  Common  Council  the  most  feasible 
plan  for  the  construction  of  city  water-works,  not 
to  exceed  in  cost  the  sum  of  $6oo,oco,  the  amount 
to  which  the  Common  Council  was  limited.  The 
Water  Commissioners  appointed  under  this  act 
were  James  Stevenson,  Erastus  Corning,  John 
Townsend,  John  Taylor  and  Robert  E.  Temple. 

The  Water  Commissioners,  soon  after  their  ap- 
pointment, caused  e.xaminations  to  be  made  of  the 
Hudson,  the  Patroon's  Creek,  the  Normanskill, 
and  the  lakes  on  the  Helderbergs.  But  finally  they 
settled  on  a  plan  which  met  the  approval  of  the 
Common  Council. 

The  first  of  these  means  of  city  water  supply  was 
carried  into  effect  August  23,  1S30,  by  purehnsing 
all  the  sources  of  supply  owned  by  the  old  Water 
Company  for  $150,000.  The  wooden  mains  of 
the  old  company  were  in  many  instances  replaced 
by  iron  pipes;  but  the  sources  and  method  of  ob- 
taining water— by  the  gravitation  plan — was  for  a 
number  of  years  continued  in  use,  the  Alaezlandt 
Kill  branch  being  still  retained,  although  the 
method  of  obtaining  water  from  the  Patroon's 
Creek  and  Middle  Creek  adopted  by  the  old  com- 
pany had  been  abandoned. 

A  further  source  of  supply  was  adopted  by  the 
Water  Commissioners  and  carried  into  effect  in 
1S51.  This  consisted  of  a  dam  being  built  about 
s'.x  miles  westward  of  the  city,  where  three  streams 
met  and  formed  the  Patroon's  Creek,  thus  creating 
a  body  of  water  which  has  since  been  known  as 
Rensselaer  Lake,  covering,  when  full,  forty  acres  of 
land,  and  holding  about  3co,ooo,coo  gallons  of 
water.  This  work  was  successfully  completed 
under  the  supervision  of  William  J.  McAlpine  as 
engineer.  From  this  lake  water  was  conducted 
through  a  brick  conduit,  egg-shaped,  four  feet  high 
and  nearly  four  miles  long,  to  Bleecker  Reservoir, 
west  of  Ontario  street,  capable  of  hcilding  30, 000,  oco 
gallons.  During  this  same  year  (185 1 )  two  other  res- 
ervoirs were  constructed  a  short  distance  this  side 
of  West  Albany,  by  dams  thrown  across  Patroon's 
Creek,  and  called  the  Upper  and  Lower  Tivoli 
Lakes,  the  upper  being  for  storage  and  subsiding, 
and  the  lower  for  distribution.  These  were  sup- 
plied from  the  water  that  entered  the  creek  east  of 
Rensselaer  Lake.  A  24-inch  main,  about  7,000 
feet  long,  was  laid  from  the  lower  lake  to  the  inter- 
section of  Van  Woert  and  North  Pearl  streets,  at 
which  point  the  water  enters  the  distributing  mains. 
Rensselaer  Lake  supplies,  through  Eleecker  Res- 
.ervoir,  all  that  part  of  the  city  west  of  Pearl;  Tivoli 
Lakes,  all  east  of,  and  including  North  Pearl  street. 
This  was  the  system  of  water  supply  in  use  up  to 
1875,  ^^'i^'^'  \xox\  mains  running  through  all  of  the 
principal  streets  east  of  Bleecker  Reservoir. 

But  meanwhile,  as  the  city  grew  westward,  it  was 
found  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion lived  above  Bleecker  Reservoir,  and  was  there- 
fore without  water  supply.  In  addition  to  this,  in 
consequence  of  an  increased  population  east  of  the 
Bleecker  Reservoir,  and  the  necessities  of  addi- 


tional manufactories,  Rensselaer  and  Tivoli  Lakes 
failed  to  meet  the  consumption,  and,  as  a  result, 
several  water  famines  occurred. 

To  remedy  these  defects,  the  Water  Commission- 
ers, after  careful  examinations,  aided  by  chemical 
analysis,  extensive  surveys  and  reports  of  distin- 
guished engineers,  in  1873  fixed  upon  the  Hudson 
River  as  the  source  of  additional  supply,  as  the 
most  exhaustive  investigation  proved  to  them  that 
the  two  principal  factors — quantity  and  quality — 
were  found  in  this  source.  Their  recommenda- 
tions were  adopted  by  the  Common  Council  and 
their  plans  carried  into  etTcct  in  1875. 

By  the  system  then  adopted,  water  is  taken  from 
the  river  outside  the  pier,  opposite  Quackenbush 
street,  where  the  channel  current  strikes.  In  the 
center  of  the  pier  is  a  well-chamber,  6  feet  in  di- 
ameter and  8j  feet  deep.  Into  this  the  water, 
screened  by  copper- wire,  too  meshes  to  the  square 
inch,  pours  through  a  culvert  below  low-water 
mark.  A  tunnel,  5  feet  in  diameter  and  nearly 
900  feet  long,  extends  from  this  well-chamber, 
under  the  basin,  to  the  pumping  works,  corner  of 
Quackenbush  and  Montgomery  streets.  PItrc  are 
two  engines  capable  of  sending  up  to  Bleecker 
Reservoir,  245  feet  above  tide,  10, 000, oco  gallons 
of  water  every  twenty-four  hours.  The  force-main 
through  which  it  goes  is  30  inches  in  diameter, 
I  7,723  feet  long,  and  is  laid  under  Quackenbush 
i  street  and  Clinton  avenue.  The  pumps  were  tirst 
used  September  14,  1S75. 

The  completion  of  this  means  of  river  supply 
proved  most  successful,  and  gave  an  abundance  of 
water  to  tlie  people  living  east  of  Bleecker  Reser- 
voir, but  still  the  more  elevated  portions  of  the 
city  received  no  benefit.  Accordingly,  in  1S78, 
another  reservoir,  with  a  capacity  of  about  7> coo, coo 
gallons,  was  built  on  Prospect  hill,  a  sand-knoll 
north  of  Central  avenue  and  east  of  Colby  street, 
55  feet  above  tide.  At  Prospect-hill  Reservoir,  an 
engine  capable  of  pumping  5,000,000  gallons  of 
water  in  twenty-four  hours  was  put  in  operation  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1S78,  and  through  a  2-foot  main,  run- 
ning to  a  well-chamber  like  that  on  the  pier, 
pumpj  the  water  from  Bleecker  to  Prospect-hiU 
Reservoir. 

Albany  is  at  present  divided  into  three  services 
of  water  supply:  the  upper  ser\-ice,  which,  from 
Prospect-hiU  Reservoir,  supplit  s  all  west  of  Lark 
street;  the  middle  service,  which,  from  Bleecker 
Reservoir,  supplies  Lark  street  and  all  east  to  Pearl 
street;  and  the  lower  service,  which,  from  Tivoli 
Lakes,  supplies  Pearl  street  and  all  territory  east. 
With  the  completion  of  the  system  of  securing 
river  water,  none  of  the  old  methods  of  supply 
were  discarded,  so  that  to-day  ^Vlbany  may  be  said 
to  have  an  abundant  supjjly  of  water  as  unfailing 
as  the  Hudson.  Should  the  Tivoli  Reservoir  run 
short,  water  can  be  sent  down  the  creek  from 
Rensselaer  Lake  or  direct  from  the  Bleecker  Reser- 
voir, into  which  the  pumps  at  the  river  can  send 
their  io,ooo,coo  gallons  daily.    It  is  designed  to 

I  hold  a  reserve  always  in  Rensselaer  Lake,  in  case 
an  accident  should  occur  to  both  engines  at  once, 

I  and  to  impound  in  each  year,  jn  the  months  of 
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February  and  March,  enough  water  to  supply  the 
city  when  the  river  is  turbid  with  the  spring  iVesii- 
ets.  When  at  other  times  impurities  appear  in 
Rensselaer  Lake,  the  supply  from  that  source  can 
be  shut  off  entirely  and  only  river  water  be  used. 
Thus  it  is  seen  how  complete  is  the  system,  and 
how  difficult  to  cause  a  complete  failure  of  the 
water  supply. 

Much  discussion  has  been  had  in  the  daily 
newspapers  concerning  the  wholesomeness  and 
purity  of  the  water  drawn  from  the  Hudson,  and 
prejudice  against  its  use  exists  in  the  minds  of 
many  citizens  of  Albany.  But  the  Water  Commis- 
sioners assert,  on  the  authority  of  repeated  analysis, 
made  by  expert  chemists,  together  with  nine  }"ears' 
daily  use  of  the  water  without  an  epidemic,  that 
the  water  is  perfectly  free  from  objectionable  or  un- 
healthy matter,  and  that  no  city  in  the  United 
States  has  a  better  or  purer  supply  of  water  than 
Albany. 

Another  feature  in  favor  of  the  water-works  has 
been  the  remarkaole  diminution  in  destructive  tires 
since  the  adoption  of  the  present  s}  Stem.  Previous 
to  1850  Albany  was  scourged  by  several  extensive 
fires,  notably  in  1848,  when  $2.ooo,oco  worth  of 
property  was  destroyed.  The  efficiency  of  the  Fire 
Department,  aided  by  an  unfailing  source  of  water, 
has  prevented  the  repetition  of  such  a  catastrophe. 
In  1 85 1  there  were  but  154  fire-hydrants,  while  at 
present  there  are  over  500. 

Since  1851,  when  there  were  but  29^^*^  miles  of 
distributing  and  supply  mains  in  the  city,  there  are 
now  over  80  miles  of  pipes.  The  original  cost  of 
the  works  from  1850  to  1857  was  5850,000.  The 
additional  supply,  including  pumping  works,  res- 
ervoirs and  mains, etc., $700,000;  makmg  an  aggre- 
gate expense  of  $1,550,000.  Of  this  sum,  after 
meeting  all  the  expenses  of  maintenance,  the  city 
has  paid,  up  to  Alay,  1884,  $460,000,  leaving  a 
debt  of  $1,090,000. 

Water  rents  are  collected  the  same  as  taxes,  and 
are  assessed  upon  all  real  estate  frontmg  on  streets 
through  which  the  mains  are  laid. 

By  act  of  the  Legislature  of  1884,  the  Commis- 
sioners were  authoiized  to  expend  $400,000. 
Another  pumping  engine  has  been  purciiased,  and 
work  is  progressing  to  increase  the  water  supply, 
with  special  reference  to  the  southern  part  of  the 
city. 

The  present  Water  Commissioners  are  Vis-cher 
Ten  Eyck,  Henry  H.  Martin,  ^Lchael  Delehanty, 
Erastus  Corning,  John  M.  Kimball;  Superintend- 
ent, George  W.  Carpenter. 

STREET  LIGHTIXG. 

The  early  Dutch  settlers  in  ,\lbany  were  not  ac- 
customed to  much  artificial  light,  nor  did  their 
simple  habits  of  living  require  it.  To  the  average 
industrious  burgher  the  approach  of  darkness  in 
summer  was  the  signal  for  retiring,  and  at  nine 
o'clock  the  thoroughfares  were  usually  entirely 
deserted,  with  the  exception,  may  be,  of  a  belated 
traveler,  or  the  few  night  watchmen.  The  longer  | 
evenings  of  winter,  with  little  labor  during  the  | 


day,  were  spent  by  the  family  before  the  blazing 
light  of  the  big  grate  fires  of  this  period:  the  hus- 
band, sons  or  friends  enjoying  the  soothing  pleas- 
ure of  their  pipes,  while  the  industrious  wife  and 
daughters  were  engaged  in  spinning  or  knitting. 
Spending  thus  their  winter  evenings,  the  rooms  of 
their  dwellings  were  rarely  illuminated  by  any  light 
save  that  from  the  blazing  logs. 

Tallow  candles,  or  tallow  dips,  were  probably 
the  only  means  used  by  the  very  earliest  settlers, 
when  a  light  that  could  be  carried  about  the  house 
was  necessary;  but  even  this  mode  of  furnishing 
light  was  considered  a  luxury,  and  rarely  used. 
Sperm  and  coal  oil  began  to  be  used  many  years 
after  the  settlement  of  Albany.  Contrivances  lor 
burning  it  were  somewhat  similar  to  those  now- 
used  in  burning  kerosene.  But  the  expense  of 
either  of  these  fluids  made  their  use  limited  except 
by  the  very  wealthy  citizens,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  gas,  candles  remained  the  principal  article 
for  lighting  dwellings  until  the  introduction  of  ker- 
osene oil,  about  i860.  The  cheapness  and  super- 
ior quality  of  this  fluid,  coinpared  to  others  then  in 
use,  made  it  rapidy  supersede  candles  and  all  other 
fluids  used  for  producing  light.  In  1861  it  came 
to  be  generally  used  all  over  the  United  States. 

Coal  gas  was  first  practically  used  in  Albany  in 
1845,  and  the  present  system  of  electric  lights  in 
1 88 1.  This  embraces  all  the  different  means, 
worthy  of  mention,  used  in  Albany  from  the  earliest 
to  the  present  time. 

Beyond  the  feeble  light  afforded  by  the  lanterns 
of  the  night  watchmen,  the  streets  of  Albany,  from 
the  earliest  date  to  1771,  seem  to  have  remained  in 
natural  darkness  during  the  night,  as  at  the  latter 
date  appears  the  first  account  in  the  city  records 
of  an  appropriation  of  money  for  lighting  the  streets. 
In  1771  twenty  lamps  were  used  and  150  gallons 
of  oil  consumed. 

In  1765,  it  was  ordered  by  the  Corporation,  in 
case  of  any  alarm,  outcry,  attack,  riot  or  fire,  that 
all  citizens  having  houses  facing  on  the  street  should 
set  three  or  more  lighted  candles  in  the  front  win- 
dow, there  to  remain  until  daybreak,  and  refusal 
to  do  so  subjected  the  ofTender  to  a  fine  of  three 
shillings.  Similar  orders  were  issued  at  earlier 
dates,  and  were  intended  to  better  secure  the  safety 
of  citizens  and  property,  although  in  many  cases 
it  would  seem  to  have  been  a  most  injudicious  pro- 
ceeding. 

It  was  not  until  1793  that  the  subject  of  lighting 
the  streets  at  night  with  lamps  began  10  be  agitated. 
Considerable  discussion  in  the  newspapers  took 
place  during  this  year. 

In  1795,  the  number  of  lamps  used  seems  to 
have  been  much  increased;  for.  in  November  of 
tliat  year,  the  Albany  Gazette  said: 

"  The  lighting  of  the  city  begins  to  assume  a 
regular  and  pleasing  appcirance,  and  if  the  Com- 
mon Council  would  permit  to  be  lighted  at  the 
public  expense  the  lamps  which  our  private  citizens 
shall  erect,  on  their  paying  into  the  public  treas- 
ury money  sufficient  for  the  oil,  our  citv  in  this  re- 
I  spect  would  soon  vie  with  the  other  principal  cities 
I  and  towns  in  the  United  States." 
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That  the  number  of  lamps  rapidly  increased  | 
from  the  year  1795  is  evident,  from  the  foct  that  | 
during  that  year  257  gallons  of  oil  were  used; 
while  in  1796  it  amounted  to  344    gallons;  in 
1797  to  69S  gallons;  and  in  iSoi  to  1,187  gallons. 

In  1800,  the  lamp  district  embraced  the  city 
limits  one-half  mile  westward  of  the  Hudson 
River.  This  territory  was  gradually  increased  as 
the  city  extended  in  area.  In  18 10,  the  expense  of 
street  lamps  amounted  to  about  $3,000,  and  in 
182S  the  number  of  lamps  had  increased  to  586. 

The  burning  of  gas  made  from  coal,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  illumination,  was  successfully  exhibited  in 
Albany  in  1S17  by  Henry  Trowbridge,  the  proprie- 
tor of  a  museum.  One  hundred  and  twenty  burn- 
ers were  used,  and  many  people  visited  the  place 
to  see  the  new  light.  Up  to  this  date  gas  had 
been  practically  introduced  in  but  one  city  in  the 
world — Lond(M"i,  in  1813.  It  was  next  introduced 
in  Paris,  in  1820,  and  in  New  York  in  1825. 

The  idea  of  illuminating  the  streets  and  dwell- 
ings of  Albany  by  gas  was  attempted  to  be  carried 
out  as  early  as  1825,  when  a  company  was  incor- 
porated, but  through  lack  of  substantial  encourage- 
ment, and  needed  capital,  nothing  was  done.  In 
1833,  another  company  was  incorporated,  which 
also  failed  to  accomplish  anything  of  a  practical 
nature. 

March  27,  1841,  the  Albany  Gaslight  Company 
was  incorporated,  composed  of  Thomas  W.  Olcott, 
James  Stevenson,  Henry  L.  Webb  and  Joel  Rath- 
bone.  The  capital  stock,  limited  to  $100,000, 
was  not  subscribed  until  November  13,  1844. 
During  this  year  the  site  of  the  present  works,  cor- 
ner of  Arch  and  Grand  streets,  was  purchased  and 
the  erection  of  the  necessary  buildings  commenced. 
In  1845  works,  costing  nearly  $i 50,000,  and 
capable  of  producmg  50,000  cubic  feet  of  gas 
daily,  were  completed,  and  mains  to  the  extent  of 
about  four  miles  laid  through  many  of  the  principal 
streets;  gas  being  supplied  to  consumers  for  the 
first  time  November  25th,  and  the  streets  lighted  for 
the  first  time  November  loth  of  that  year. 

So  satisfactory  to  the  Corporation  was  this  means 
of  street  light,  that  in  1S45  a  contract  was  made  by 
the  company  with  the  city  to  light  the  streets  with 
gas  for  ten  years.  Similar  contracts,  covering  an 
uninterrupted  period  of  gas  supply  from  1845  to 
1883,  were  made  at  different  limes  for  lighting 
the  streets.  At  the  latter  date  the  present  electric 
light  was  substituted.  In  1846  this  company  had 
136  consumers  and  supplied  90  street  lamps. 

The  capital  has  been  increased  by  Legislative 
enactment  twice,  and  now  amounts  to  $250,000, 
whije  improvements  have  been  made  upon  the 
works  to  such  an  extent,  that  at  the  present  they 
are  valued  at  the  sum  of  $1,250,000  and  are  cap- 
able of  manufacturing  100,000,000  cubic  feet  of 
gas  yearly,  for  which  are  consumed  io,coo  tons  of 
coal.  The  territory  supplied  with  gas  by  this  com- 
pany includes  that  part  of  the  city  south  of  Steuben, 
Canal  and  Eagle  streets  and  Central  avenue.  In 
this  area  48  miles  of  pipe  are  laid,  supplying  over 
7,500  gas  consumers,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
previous  to  1883,  about  1,200  street  lamps. 


The  first  President  of  the  Company  was  Henry 
L.  Webb,  and  first  Superintendent.  Joseph  Battin. 
The  present  officers  are  H.  H.  Martin,  President; 
A.  Van  Allen,  Vice-President;  W.  Whitney, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer;  Isaac  Battin,  Superin- 
tendent. 

For  a  number  of  years  preceding  1872,  a  spirit  of 
opposition  was  engendered  against  the  Albany 
Gaslight  Company,  which  had  practically  a  mo- 
nopoly of  the  gas  business  of  the  city.  This  re- 
sulted', in  1872,  in  the  fi)rmation  of  a  company 
called  the  People's  Gaslight  Company,  which 
was  incorporated  with  a  capital  of  $1,000,000, 
although  but  $700,000  were  ever  paid  in.  Large 
and  expensive  works  were  soon  erected  on 
the  Troy  road,  near  North  Albany.  All  rivalry 
between  the  two  companies  was  in  a  short  time 
settled  by  compromise,  and  the  city  mutually  di- 
vided between  them;  the  People's  Gaslight  Com- 
pany receiving  the  territory  north  of  Steuben  and 
Canal  streets,  above  Eagle  street  and  Central  ave- 
nue. But  either  mismanagement,  or  that  the  share 
of  business  which  fell  to  the  new  company  gave 
inadequate  returns  on  the  large  capital  invested, 
caused  the  investment  to  fail  to  pay,  and  in  1879 
the  property  was  sold  under  foreclosure  of  mort- 
gage, and  purchased  by  George  A.  Wolverion  and 
George  L.  Steadman,  the  mortgagees,  subject  to  a 
bonded  debt  of  $350,000.  The  new  purchasers 
soon  reorganized  a  new  company,  which  was  in- 
corporated January  31,  1880,  with  a  capital  ot 
$500,000,  under  the  corporate  title  of  the  People's 
Gaslight  Company,  assuming  the  old  works,  with 
its  bonded  indebtedness.  This  company  has  22 
miles  of  pipe,  with  facilities  for  producing  200,000 
cubic  feet  of  gas  per  day.  The  present  officers 
are  George  A.  Wolverton,  President  ;  George  L. 
Steadman,  Vice-President;  H.  Q.  Ilawley,  Treas- 
urer and  Secretary;  William  F.  Wright,  Superin- 
tendent. 

Electricity,  as  a  means  of  producing  light,  has,_ 
during  late  years,  reached  a  remarkable  degree  ot 
perfection,  and  has  been  extensively  adopted  in  all 
the  larger  cities  of  the  country.  In  the  iMunici- 
pality  of  Albany  this  is  particularly  true.  In  most 
all  cases  where'  this  light  is  used  in  this  city,  the 
electric  current  is  produced  by  the  Albany  Electric 
Illuminating  Company,  organized  in  April,  ifcSi. 
The  works  of  the  company  are  situated  at  71 
Trinity  place.  Here  five  large  engines,  aggregat- 
ing 650  horse-power,  are  used  to  supply  the  neces- 
sary power  to  produce  the  electric  current.  The 
streets  of  Albany  are  all  lighted  by  electricity,  the 
Corporation  having  entered  into  a  contract  with 
this  company  to  light  the  streets  for  five  years  from 
June  21,  1 88 1.  Four  hundred  and  seventy-three 
street  lamps  are  now  in  use,  which  are  burned  on 
an  average  ten  and  a  half  hours  nightly.  Besides 
these,  about  two  hundred  lights  are  used  by  private 
I)arties.  These  lamps  are  reached  through  eight 
circuits  and  nearly  ninety  miles  of  wire.  A  system 
of  storage  batteries  is  also  in  use  in  connection  with 
the  Swan  incandescent  light.  These  batteries  sui)ply 
from  five  to  forty  lights  according  to  capacity,  for 
four  hours  each.'  The  officers  of  this  company  are 
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W.  F.  Hurcomb,  President;  Walter  Dickson.  Vice- 
President;  |.  Irving  Wendell,  Treasurer;  Edward 
A.  -\Iaher,  Secretary  and  General  ^Manager. 

The  Kdison  light  system  is  used  by  several  firms 
in  Albany,  which  employ  their  own  motive  power. 
The  electric  light  used  in  the  State  Capitol  is  an 
independent  system,  and  is  produced  by  the  neces- 
sar}'  machinery  in  the  building. 


PUBLIC  PARKS. 

The  beautiful  portion  of  ground  in  this  city 
known  as  Washington  Park,  is  of  modern  origin, 
though  a  portion  of  it  has  been  public  propcrtv 
since  it  was  transferred  to  the  city  in  i6S6  by  the 
gift  of  His  Majesty  James  II,  being  included  in 
the  famous  Dongan  Charter.     In  1802  the  ground 


1.  Swing. 

2.  Croquet  Lawn. 

3.  Armsby  Memorial. 


4.  Rustic  Shelter 

5.  Meadow. 
D.  Refectory. 


7.  Fountain  Shelter. 

8.  Terrace. 

9.  Deer  Paddock. 


10.  Deer  Paddock  Outlook. 

11.  Lake  House. 

12.  bite  of  proposed  King  Fountain. 


13.  Lake. 

14.  Foot  Bridge. 

15.  Overlook  Hill. 


was  set  apart  for  the  purposes  of  a  powder-house, 
and  October  6,  1806,  the  ground  between  what  is 
now  Madison  avenue  and  State  street,  and  Willett 
and  Knox  streets,  was  dedicated  as  the  INIiddle 
Public  square.  Three  years  later  the  fancy  for 
changmg  the  names  of  streets  became  almost  an 
epidemic  in  Albany,  and  extended  to  this  square, 
which  was  rechristened  Washington  Square.  It  has 
since  been  known  as  Washington  Square,  Wash- 
ington Parade  Ground,  and  Washmgton  Park. 
The  ground  adjoining  this  section  on  the  west  was 
made  a  public  burial  place  in  1800,  and  was  used 
as  such  for  more  than  half  a  centurv. 

The  project  of  a  public  park,  on  an  extended 
scale,  was  not  accomplished  in  Albany  without 
much  discussion  and  opposition.  The  newspapers 
for  years  discussed  the  theme,  while  many  of  the 
leading  progressive  men  of  the  city  made  fruitless 
attempts  with  repe.ited  petitions  to  the  Common 
Council,  setting  Lrth  the  benefits  of  such  a  public 
enterprise.  But  in  1869,  the  friends  of  the  scheme 
secured  the  passage  of  the  State  law  under  which 
the  present  attractive  park  was  established. 

This  act  created  a  Board  of  Park  Commission- 
ers under  whose  charge  the  Park  was  constructed 
and  is  maintained.  It  was  passed  May  5, 1869,  and 


set  apart  v.'hat  was  then  known  as  the  Burial 
Ground  property,  before  designated,  the  old  Wash- 
ington Parade  Ground,  the  Penitentiary  Grounds, 
and  the  Alms-house  Farm.  By  subsequent  acts 
the  powers  of  the  Board  were  extended  over  t.ie 
approaches  to  the  Park,  making  it  possible  to  insti- 
tute the  present  system  of  boulevards. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  was  held 
^lay  8th  following,  the  Board  consisting  of  John 
Bridgford,  Arthur  Bott,  George  Dawson,  Dud'ey 
Olcott,  William  Cassidv,  John  Fair,  Rufus  W. 
Peckham,  Jr.,  Samuel  H.  Ransom,  and  John  H. 
Van  Antwerp.  Mr.  Van  Antwerp  was  made  Pres- 
ident, Mr.  Olcott,  Treasurer,  and  William  D.  Mo- 
range,  Secretary.  These  trustees  were  divided  into 
three  classes:  three  to  sen-e  three  years,  three  to 
serve  six  years,  and  three  to  serve  nine  years. 
Their  successors  are  appointed  by  the  [Mayor,  and 
serve  nine  years. 

The  plans  adopted  by  the  Board  were  prepared 
by  Messrs.  Bogatt  &  Cuyler.  The  grounds  em- 
braced bv  these  plans  were  included  in  that  por- 
tion of'tlie  present  Park  bounded  by  \\'illcit  street 
on  the  east,  Madison  avenue  on  the  south,  State 
street  on  the  north,  Robin  street  on  tlie  west  tor  a 
distance  of  about  632  feet,  thence  running  west  a 
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distance  of  about  132  feet.  The  develoiMiicnt  of 
the  plans  from  1S69  to  1S72  were  under  the  super- 
vision of  R.  H.  Bingham  as  Chief  Engineer,  and 
William  S.  Egerlon  as  assistant.  Since  1S72,  Vlx. 
Egerton  has  had  charge  of  the  designs  and  super- 
intendence. 

.  In  July,  1870,  work  was  begun,  and  during  this 
year  the  Washington  Parade  Ground  was  nearly 
completed,  having  been  fenced,  graded,  drained, 
and  the  walks  and  drive-ways  also  laid  out  and 
graveled. 

In  1 87 1,  its  monuments  and  tenants  having  been 
removed  to  the  Rural  and  other  cemeteries,  the  old 
burial  ground  was  laid  out  and  thrown  open  as  a 
part  of  this  Park.  In  1873  the  development  of  the 
plans  was  mostly  confined  to  that  portion  of  the 
lake  sections  lying  between  Le.\ington  avenue  and 
Robin  street.  In  1874,  the  work  of  construction 
was  confined  to  that  portion  of  the  Park  bounded, 
in  part,  by  Madison  avenue  and  extending  to  Lake 
avenue  and  Robin  street,  embracing  an  area  of 
some  fifteen  acres. 

In  1880,  what  is  known  as  the  Knox  street  prop- 
erty, north  of  Madison  avenue,  comprising  nine 
acres,  was  purchased,  its  buildings  removed,  and 
improvements  made. 

In  18S2,  more  land  lying  on  Madison  and  Lake 
avenues  was  added  to  the  Park  and  improvements 
begun.  The  gardeners  cottage,  propagating-houses 
and  storage-houses  were  built  in  1883  upon  a  por- 
tion of  the  Alms-house  Grounds,  near  the  Lexing- 
ton avenue  entrance  to  the  Park.  They  continue  in 
charge  of  the  faithful  gardener,  Michael  Fink. 

Western  avenue,  under  the  control  of  the  Com- 
missioners, extends  from  near  the  northwest  corner 
of  the  Park  to  the  toll-gate.  It  is  8,  200  feet  in  length, 
99  feet  wide,  and  paved  to  a  width  of  40  feet  with 
granite  block,  curbed  and  sewered.  1  he  sidewalks, 
29^  feet,  are  flagged  to  a  width  of  six  feet,  bordered 
with  grass,  and  shaded  by  trees  40  feet  apart.  In 
sleighing-time,  this  avenue  is  the  favorite  resort  of 
owners  of  horses,  and  presents  a  lively  appearance. 
The  improvement  on  this  avenue  was  begun  No- 
vember 16,  1876,  and  completed  in  the  following 
year. 

The  Northern  Boulevard  extends  from  Western 
avenue,  east  of  the  toll-gate,  to  the  intersection  of 
Central  and  Clinton  avenues,  a  distance  of  5,525 
feet.  It  ranges  from  150  to  66  feet  in  width.  It 
is  paved  with  a  combination  of  the  Telford  and 
Macadam  systems,  and  is  greatly  admired  by  pleas- 
ure drivers.  Tiiis  road  was  completed  in  1878. 
It  is  intended  to  carry  it  on  by  Dudley  Observatory,  I 
to  connect  the  fine  drives  beyond  Tivoli  Hollow  on  I 
the  Rensselaer  avenue  and  Loudonville  and  Shaker 
roads. 

The  area  of  the  Park  is  nearly  eighty-two  acres. 
It  contains  three  miles  of  the  best  possible  drive- 
ways and  six  miles  of  walks.  I'ark  lake  is  1,600 
feet  long;  average  width,  136  feet;  area.  5  acres. 
It  is 'well  supplied  with  boats  for  su'nmer,  and  the 
ice  is  kept  cleared  of  snow  in  winter  for  the  throngs 
of  lively  skaters  who  frequent  it  on  pleasant  even- 
ings. Music  from  our  best  band  musicians,  from 
the  lake-house,  adds  its  charms  on  manv  an  evening 


in  summer.  The  drives  and  walks  are  frequented 
bv  all  classes.  It  is  the  gymnasium  and  breathing 
place  of  the  city. 

The  special  features  of  the  Park,  aside  from  its 
charming  landscape,  with  hills,  dales,  lake  and 
lawn  tastefully  laid  out,  are  its  noble  elms  and 
other  trees,  man}-  of  which  were  there  many  years 
before  the  Park  was  located.  Works  of  art,  it  is 
hoped,  will  ere  long  adorn  the  grounds.  The  late 
Henrv  L.  King  bequeathed  S20,odo  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  fountain,  yet  to  be  seen.  The  statue  of 
Ceres  is  well  enough, but  the  Armsby  memorial  bust 
is  bad  apology  for  neglecting  one  of  our  noblest 
citizens.  Dr.  James  H.  Armsby. 

The  Park  lies  west  of  the  Capitol  about  one  mile, 
and  on  an  elevation  about  two  hundred  feet  above 
the  Hudson.  It  is  surrounded  more  and  more 
every  year  by  handsome  residences,  owned  and  oc- 
cupied by  some  of  Albany's  best  citizens. 

The  total  cost  of  Washington  Park,  including 
the  Northern  boulevard,  city  parks  improved  and 
maintained  since  1S81,  and  all  lands  bought  by 
the  Commi-sioners  for  construction,  maintenance, 
etc.,  to  January  i,  1885,  is  $1,366,878.89.  The 
real  estate  and  construction  of  Washington  Park 
and  Western  avenue  cost  $1,073,020.91. 

Academv  Park,  in  front  of  Albany  Academy,  is 
a  delightful  spot,  consisting  of  about  two  acres  of 
sloping  ground,  adorned  with  majestic  shade  trees. 
It  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Park  Commission- 
ers in  1 88 1,  and  improved  at  a  cost  of  $4,306  the 
following  year. 

Townsend  Park  is  located  at  the  intersection  of 
Washington  and  Central  avenues.  It  was  first  in- 
closed with  a  fence  in  1833,  and  was  named  in 
honor  of  Hon.  John  Townsend,  a  most  worthy 
man,  formerly  Mayor  of  the  city.  Area,  20,700 
square  feet. 

Bleecker  Park  is  a  small  triangular  inclosure  in 
front  of  the  Cathedral  of  the  Immaculate  Concep- 
tion. It  was  inclosed  by  an  iron  fence  in  1835, 
the  city  appropriating  Sr,ooo,  the  remainder  be- 
ing raised  by  subscriptions.  It  contains  the  first 
public  fountain  erected  in  Albany,  the  gift  of 
W'illiain  Fleming,  dedicated  in  July,  1863.  Area 
16,  275  square  feet. 

Clinton  Park,  named  in  honor  of  De  Wilt  Clin- 
ton, is  located  on  North  Pearl,  near  Clinton  avenue. 
Area,  16,41  ^  square  feet.  Its  cross-walk  is  more 
convenient  than  ornamental. 

Delaware  square,  east  of  Lark  street  and  ad- 
jacent to  Penitentiary  Grounds,  has  an  area  of 
64,000  square  feet.  It  has  no  inclosure  or  other 
improvements. 

Capitol  Park  embraced  the  well-trodden  and 
shaded  ground  in  front  of  what  was  the  Old  Capitol. 
It  is  included  in  the  ground  in  front  of  the  New 
Capitol  and  contains  99,000  square  feet. 

Hudson  avenue  Park,  is  a  small  plot  of  shaded 
and  path-traversed  land  on  Hudson  avenue,  near 
Broadway.,  with  an  area  of  10,851  square  feet. 

Beverwyck  Park,  located  between  \\'ashington 
avenue,  Ontario  and  Partriiige  streets,  contains 
about  five  acres. 
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Van  Rensselaer  Park,  west  of  Ten  Broeck,  north 
of  Second  street,  has  an  area  of  42,400  square 
feet. 

St.  Joseph's  Park,  \\'cst  of  Ten  Broeck,  north  of 
First  street,  near  St.  Joseph's  Cluirch,  has  an  area 
of  42,900  square  tcct. 

The  total  area  of  the  small  parks  of  the  city  is 
about  fourteen  acres.  They  are  all,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Capitol  Park,  under  the  control  of  the 
Park  Commissioners.  The  present  Park  Commis- 
sioners are  Erastus  Corning,  R.-  Lenox  Banks, 
John  G.  Farnsworth,  John  H.  Van  Antwerp, 
Dudley  Olcott.  Robert  C.  Bruyn,  Grange  Sard, 
Charles  J.  Buchanan  and  John  H.  Farrell. 
Dudley  Olcott  is  President,  and  \V.  S.  Egerton, 
Secretary,  Engineer  and  Surve)  or. 

STREET  RAILWAYS. 

The  Albany  horse-railway  system  is  operated 
and  controlled  by  two  companies:  The  Broadway 
and  the  Lumber  District  roads  by  the  Watervliet 
Turnpike  and  Railroad  Company,  and  all  the 
remaining  lines  by  the  xVlbany  Railway  Company. 

The  Watervliet  Turnpike  and  Railioad  Company 
was  incorporated  April  15,  1S62,  with  a  capital  of 
$240,000.  All  the  rights  and  privileges  at  this 
time  possessed  by  the  Watervliet  Turnpike  Com- 
pany were  purchased  by  the  railroad  company. 

Work  on  the  proposed  route  from  South  Ferry, 
by  way  of  Broadway  to  the  Lumber  Distiict,  was 
commenced  soon  after  the  incorporation  of  the  com- 
pany, and  completed  in  the  following  year.  The 
first  car  was  run  over  this  route — the  first  horse-car 
railway  in  Albany — June  22,  1863.  In  1864  this 
road  was  extended  to  ihe  Albany  Cemetery,  and  in 
1865  to  Gr'^en  Island. 

This  company  has  at  present  7  J  miles  of  double 
track,  extending  from  South  Ferry  to  Green  Island, 
and  one  mile  of  single  track,  from  Broadway  to  the 
Lumber  District.  Twenty-seven  cars  are  used, 
necessitating  the  use  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  horses 
and  about  seventy-five  employees,  embracing  con- 
ductors, drivers  and  trackmen. 

The  officers  of  the  road  are  John  Cary,  Vice- 
President;  Thomas  P.  Way,  Treasurer  and  Sec- 
retary; Amos  Free,  Superintendent.  The  affairs  of 
the  road  are  controlled  by  a  Board  of  Directors, 
which  at  present  is  composed  of  the  following 
members:  Charles  Newman,  James  B.  Jermain, 
Dudley  Olcott,  J.  W.  Tillinghast,  Evert  Evertson, 
F.  A.  Fayles,  R.  H.  King  and  A.  A.  Sumner. 

The  office  of  this  company  is  at  North  Albany. 

North  Albany,  the  Cemetery,  Old  Men's  Home, 
Island  Park  and  Watervliet  Arsenal  are  reached  by 
this  line  of  street  cars. 

Albany  Railw.w. — The  Albany  Railway  Com- 
pany was  organized  and  incorporated  September 
14,  1S63,  witli  a  capital  of  $ioo,coo.  Its  fir.^tdirec- 
tors  and  officers,  many  of  whom  are  now  dead, 
numbered  some  of  the  most  reliable  I  usiness  men 
of  Albany.  These  Directors  were  fames  Kidd. George 
Dawson,  John  K.  Porter,  Kli  Perry,  Hugh  J. 
Hastings,  C.  W.  Armstrong,  John  Traccy,  Thomas 
Kearney,  H.  Crandall,G.  I.  Amsdell,  M.  Delehanty, 


Paul  Cushman  and  A.  Van  Vechten.  President, 
James  Kidd;  Secretary, John  W.  McN'amara;  Engi- 
neer,.'^amucl  ]\IcE!roy;  buperinicndent,  Henrv  Mix. 

In  the  winter  011863-64,  work  upon  the  new  ruid 
was  commenced  on  what  is  known  as  the  State 
street  route — extending  from  Broadway  thrcunh 
State,  Washington,  and  Central  avenue  to  Knox 
street — and  completed  in  February  of  this  }  ear,  the 
first  car  runing  over  this  route  February  22,  i  S64. 
In  1865  this  line  was  extended  to  West  Albany. 
At  the  same  time  a  road  was  built  through  South 
Pearl  to  Kenwood. 

The  next  extension  was  make  in  1866,  from 
State  to  Van  Woert  on  Pearl  street.  In  1873,  wiiat 
is  known  as  the  Clinton  avenue  line  was  completed. 
This  route  extends  from  North  Pearl  street  up 
Clinton  avenue,  through  Lexington  avenue  to  Cen- 
tral avenue.  In  1875,  what  is  known  as  the  Hamil- 
ton street  line  was  completed  to  Lexington  avenue. 
In  1877,  this  route  was  extended  to  Quail  street, 
and  in  18S5,  to  Partridge  street. 

The  capital  of  this  company  has  been  increased 
twice — in  1 869  and  iS73,and  now  amounts  to  $2co,- 
000.  In  the  first  report  made  to  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioners in  1S65,  this  company  had  miles 
of  double  track  and  miles  single  track,  12  cars, 
and  69  horses.  From  a  like  report  made  in  1SS4, 
we  find  the  following:  four  miles  double  track,  18 
miles  single  track,  44  cars,  and  215  horses. 

The  present  Directors  are  A.  B.  Banks,  T.  J. 
Cornell,  iMichael  Delehanty,  Willliam  H.  Johnson, 
Daniel  Manning,  \Mlliam  P.  Prentice,  John  W  .Mc- 
Narnara,  Robert  C.  Pruyn,  Joseph  T.  Rice,  S.  W. 
Rosendale,  Philip  Ten  Eyck,  A.  Van  Vechten,  Isaac 
Waldman.  President,  Treasurer  and  Superintendent, 
John  W.  McNamara;  Secretary, James  H.  Manning. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

There  is  an  old  record  of  the  existence  of  fire 
officers  in  Albany  as  early  as  October  15,  1694, 
called  "Brant-masters." 

"It  is  ordered,  and  found  very  Requisite  y' y° 
Aldermen  of  each  respective  Ward  shall  cause 
t  /  be  made  two  Brantleere  [fire  ladders^  a  greate 
one  and  a  little  one,  with  yron  hooks,  and  y'  in 
time  of  one  month,  and  cause  to  be  brought  to  a 
ready  place  in  case  of  any  occasion  whatsome  ever, 
and  then  to  bring  in  their  accounts." 

As  early  as  December  7,  1706,  tlie  city  had  a 
kind  of  primitive  fire  department,  consisting  of 
what  were  called  "  Fyre-mastcrs.  '  Says  the  Council 
record: 

"It  is  resolved  that  the  following  Persons  be 
appointed  Fyre-masters  for  \°  ensuing  yeare,  until 
\°  19th  of  October  next:  William  Hogan,  Anthony 
Coster,  William  Jacobse,  Joh'  Clacse,  Jan  Evertse 
and  Jacobus  Schuyler,  who  are  to  view  y'  chiin- 
I  neves  where  are   fyres  within  y'  city,  and  oye' 
I  inconvenient  places,   one  each   fourteen  nights; 
j  and  where  they  find  chimneys  extraordinary  foule, 
i  to  fine  y"  owner  in  \e  summe  of  three  shillings, 
i  and  where  fyres  kept  in  unconvenient  places  dan- 
gerous to  take  lyre,  to  cause  such  fyre  to  be 
I  broak  doune. " 
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These  "  Fyre-masters, '' with  Hke  powers  and  du- 
ties, were  appointed  for  many  successive  years. 

In  1726,  the  Common  Council  ordained  tlrat 
if  any  person  appointed  fire-master  refused  or 
neglected  to  serve,  a  fine  of  thirty  shillin.L'^s  was 
imposed  for  each  offense.  That  year  the  following 
persons  were  appoinicd: 

Joh's  Defreest,  Egbert  Bralt,  Teunis  Slingerlandt, 
Gelyn  Verplank,  Gerret  Lansing,  Peter  P.  Schuyler. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council,  November 
24,  1730,  it  was  ordered  that  "hooks  and  ladders 
be  made  with  all  speed,  and  kept  within  con- 
venient places  within  the  city  for  avoiding  the  peril 
of  file." 

December  22,  1731,  the  Common  Council  re- 
solved to  purchase  a  fire  engine,  and  on  February 
22,  1732,  the  city  fathers  resolved  to  purchase 
the  Richard  Newsham  engine,  fifth  size,  with  six 
feet  suction-pipe  and  forty  feet  leather  hose-pipe. 

In  due  time  the  engine  was  received  in  the  city 
with  great  rejoicing.  It  was  an  object  of  greater 
curiosity,  and  gave  a  greater  sense  of  security  and 
satisfaction,  than  the  arrival,  over  a  century  after- 
wards, of  the  first  fire-steamer.  It  protected  the 
city  against  fire  for  many  years. 

In  1743,  Robert  Lansing,  Barnardus  Hartsen 
and  Michael  Bassett  were  appointed  managers  of 
the  engine  in  case  of  fire,  and  were  directed  to 
be  always  ready  upon  any  occasion  when  it  might 
be  wanted.  They  were  each  to  make  a  key  to 
open  the  lock  of  the  shed  where  the  engine  stood, 
and  to  place  the  keys  in  some  part  of  their  houses 
where  they  might  be  found  when  they  were 
absent;  and  they  were  each  to  receive  for  their 
services  a  skepple  of  wheat  each  per  year. 

The  shed  where  the  engine  was  kept,  stood  on 
the  ground  now  known  as  the  corner  of  Beaver 
and  South  Pearl  streets.  This  was  the  first  fire 
engine  brought  to  the  City  of  Albany. 

In  1763,  an  engine  was  purchased  by  Harmse 
Gansevoort  in  England,  at  a  cost  of  S397. 50. 
This,  probably,  was  the  second  fire  engine  ordered 
by  the  city. 

In  1792,  another  engine  was  owned  by  the  city; 
for  the  times,  a  very  superior  machine,  one  of  the 
only  two  manufactured  by  the  elder  John  Mason, 
in  Philadelphia.  Its  mate  was,  for  a  long  time, 
in  possession  of  the  Diligent  Fire  Company  of 
that  city.  The  engine-house  in  1792  was  at 
the  north-west  corner  of  the  old  English  Church 
on  State  street. 

In  1793,  ranks  were  formed  of  people,  consist- 
ing of  two  lines  opposite  each  other,  one  to  pass 
the  water  to  the  fire  and  the  other  to  return  the 
empty  buckets.  It  was  not  uncommon  to  see 
both" young  and  old,  male  and  female,  in  the  ranks. 
In  those  days  every  house  was  required  to  have 
three  leather  water-buckets  hanging  in  its  hall. 
In  case  of  fire  the  inmates  were  required  not  only 
to  bring  them  to  the  scene  of  the  disaster,  but 
were  compelled  to  go  into  the  ranks.  A  fire 
engine  was  a  novelty  in  those  days.  Albany  with 
5,000  inhabitants  boasted  of  two — one  could 
scarcely  be  called  an  engine.  The  largest  one 
was  about  as   powerful  as  our   present  garden 


engines,  and  the  other,  which  was  called  a  house 
engine,  was  so  light  as  to  be  easily  carried  by  one 
man.  The  engines  were  filled  by  buckets  and 
the  water  thrown  by  a  pipe. 

In  1839,  ^  ^^cll  was  directed  to  be  placed  in 
the  cupola  of  the  jail  to  be  rung  in  case  of  fire. 

The  expenditures  of  the  Fire  Department  for  six 
years  ending  May  i,  1840,  whereas  follows:  1835, 
$3,477-16;  1836,  $^,679.69;  1837,  $6,847-94; 
1S38,  $3,834.60;  1839,  $4,107.98;  1840,  $10,- 
950.30. 

March  6,  1843,  the  Common  Council  passed  a 
law  regulating  the  duties  of  Chief  Engineer,  and 
fixed  his  salary  at  $600  per  annum. 

In  January,  1846,  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
Fire  Department  reported  that  Albany  had  eleven 
engine  companies,  two  hook  and  ladder  companies, 
one  hose  company,  and  one  ax  company.  In  1845 
there  had  been  forty-two  fires  and  twenty-one 
alarms;  loss  of  property  $57,232,  on  which  was 
insured  $43,252. 

The  Common  Council,  October  2,  1848,  favored 
paying  firemen  $30  per  year,  and  appointing  a 
Chief  Engineer  with  a  salary  of  $700,  to  devote 
all  his  time  to  the  duties  of  the  office. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  a  new  fire  law  was 
passed  entirely  reorganizing  the  fire  department. 

It  was  ordered  also  that  no  wooden  building, 
wholly  or  partially  covered  with  wood,  should 
thereafter  be  elected  in  any  part  of  Albany  east 
of  Lark  street;  and  that  eaves,  cornices  and  gut- 
ters should  be  made  of  metal. 

The  amount  expended  by  the  Fire  Department 
for  the  year  ending  May  1,  1850,  was  $20,476.47. 
Of  this  $2,528.57  were  for  the  Hose  Depot,  $1,- 
303.58  for  new  hose,  and  $890  for  fire  police. 

In  September,  1852,  the  first  use  of  a  fire  anni- 
hilator  in  Albany  was  satisfactorily  made  at  a  fire 
which  destroyed  but  one  building.  The  amount 
for  the  year  ending  November  r,  1S52,  for  the  Fire 
Department  amounted  to  $16,178.92. 

In  the  year  1856,  the  losses  by  fire  in  Albany 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  $72,200. 

The  number  of  fires  from  July  ist  to  December 
27,  was  .'7;  alarms,  13;  false  alarms,  8;  losses, 
$26,285.  During  the  corresponding  period  of 
1S56  there  were  12  fires;  8  alarms;  3  false  alarms. 
Losses,  $72,200. 

June  30,  1858,  the  Chief  Engineer  reported  37 
fires  during  the  past  year;  21  alarms;  and  7  false 
alarms,  making  sixty-five  times  the  department 
had  been  called  out.  The  amount  of  property 
destroyed  was  $45,064,  of  which  $34,149  was  in- 
sured. 

September  29th,  a  firemen's  jubilee  was  held  in 
Albany  for  three  days,  .■\bout  three  thousand  fire- 
men from  six  different  States  came  to  the  city; 
from  Detroit,  Providence,  and  Newark.  Exempt 
firemen  to  the  number  of  200,  drew^  old  "No.  4." 
The  old  men  became  so  enthusiastic  as  to  cause 
much  sport.  Becoming  inspired  with  their  old 
ardor  and  giving  the  old  cry  "  Hi  yi  !  give  way  boys! 
give  way!  '  they  dashed  up  State  street,  calling  out 
liearty  cheers  from  the  young  firemen  and  the 
spectators. 
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On  August  9,  1S59,  a  resolution  was  passed  au- 
thorizing llie  sale  of  tlie  old  lire  apjiaraius,  with 
the  exception  of  two  old  engines  and  two  hose- 
carts. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  Engineer  for  the  year  end- 
ing January  I,  i860,  shows  there  were  lofiics  where 
companies  were  in  service;  18  where  companies 
were  not  in  service;  false  alarms,  8;  amount  of 
properly  destroyed,  $11,537;  insurance,  $7,362. 
Fire  Department  expenses  tor  the  year  ending  No- 
vember I,  1 86 1,  were  $18,641.55. 

April  23,  1 86 1,  a  resolution  was  passed  by  the 
Common  Council  granting  members  of  the  several 
engine,  hose,  and  hook  and  ladder  companies 
who  might  join  any  military  organization  to  main- 
tain the  mlegrity  of  the  Union,  their  full  time  dur- 
ing their  absence. 

During  the  year  ending  June  30,  1863,  the. 
Report  of  Chief-Engineer  James  McQuade  shows 
there  were  29  fires;  20  alarms;  and  3  false  alarms; 
amount  of  property  destroyed  $19,350,  all  covered 
by  insurance. 

On  July  13,  1863,  the  City  Council  authorized 
purchasing  a  steam  fire  engine  to  be  located  on 
Capitol  Hill,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $3,500. 

On  April  25,  1864,  J.  C.  Cuyler,  William  Mix, 
Jr.,  William  J.  Shankland,  Edward  Leslie,  James 
Allen,  William  G.  Weed,  Jacob  PYedenrich,  Theo- 
dore J.  Cuyler,  Oscar  L.  Hascy,  J.  Owen  jMoore, 
William  A,  Sumner,  Frank  W.  Vosburgh,  John 
A.  Goeway,  Robert  Harris,  William  H.  Reid, 
Henry  L.  Wait,  Ed.  A.  Clapp,  Charles  F.  Clapp. 
John  S.  Dickerman,  Hams  Parr,  George  E.  La- 
tham, Thomas  tiastings,  Andrew  G.  Wtiite,  James 
D.  Wilson,  Theodore  S.  Comstock,  Daniel  Don- 
caster,  William  H.  TayU)r,  James  Main,  John 
Mahan,  and  Henry  Lansing  were  appointed  fire- 
men as  members  of  die  Beaverwyck  Steam  Fire 
Engine  Company. 

J.  C.  Cuyler  was  made  fireman  of  the  company; 
William  Mix,  Jr.,  First  Assistant;  William  J. 
Shankland,  Second  Assistant;  and  Edward  Leslie, 
Clerk. 

Chief-Engineer  James  McQuade,  in  a  petition  to 
the  Common  Council  in  January,  1865,  stated  that 
experience  had  proved  beyond  question  that  steam 
engines  must  supersede  those  worked  by  hand. 
All  the  principal  cities  and  many  large  villages  had 
introduced  steamers,  and  hand  engines  had  been 
abandoned.  He  also  suggested  that  horses  should 
be  substituted  in  doing  the  drag  work,  as  the  force 
of  men  required  to  drag  an  engine  to  a  fire  was 
beyond  the  number  obtainable. 

Albany  in  1865  had  three  steamers:  the  James 
McQuade,  the  Putnam,  and  the  Thomas  Kearney. 

February  19,  1865,  it  was  resolved  to  pay  each 
of  the  engineers  of  the  several  steamers  the  sum  of 
$75  per  month;  firemen  and  drivers  to  be  allowed 
$45  per  month. 

The  amount  paid  by  the  city  on  account  of  the 
Fire  Department  for  the  year  ending  November  i, 
1865,  was  $34,016.02. 

March  29,  1867,  an  Act  to  Reorganize  the 
Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  Albany  became  a 
law. — The  provisions  of  this  law,   with  subse- 
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qucnt  amendinenis,  are  easily  accessible  to  every 
citizen. 

On  February  19,  1872,  the  act  reorganizing  the 
Department  was  amended  by  the  Legislatuie  in 
some  particulars 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  Chief  F.ngineer  of 
the  Fire  Department  are  very  large  and  responsible. 
These  duties  are  now,  and  have  long  been,  most 
ably  performed  by  James  Mc(^uade. 

In  1870  the  number  of  alarms  was  60;  number 
of  fires  in  which  the  Department  was  in  .service,  23. 

There  were  six  Steam  FireCompianies;  two  Truck 
Companies,  and  1,800  feet  of  hose  in  the  Hose 
Depot. 

Gongs  were  placed  in  the  residence  of  each  As- 
sistant Engineer.  The  working  of  this  alarm  tele- 
graph did  not  fail  in  a  single  instance  in  transmit- 
ting the  alarm  during  the  year,  giving  sure  evidence 
of  its  great  value  as  a  rapid  agent  for  conveying  fire 
alarms  and  preventing  destruction  by  fire  through 
delays. 

In  F~ebruary,  1870,  the  incorporated  Fire  De- 
partment leased  the  pleasant  and  commodious 
rooms  in  the  City  Building,  which  have  been  com- 
fortably furnished  with  every  convenience  and 
comfort. 

On  September  2,  1870,  the  horses  attached  to 
steamer  No.  6  became  unmanageable  while  coming 
down  Pludson  avenue  and  ran  away.  Mr.  Andrew 
^IcGraw,  the  driver  in  charge,  used  every  exertion 
to  check  them,  without  success.  They  continued 
at  a  furious  rate  to  the  dock,  and  dashed  into  the 
basin  carrying  the  driver  and  steamer  with  them. 
The  hordes  were  drowned,  and  the  steamer  so  badly 
damaged  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  send  it  to 
Amoskeag  Works  to  be  rebuilt;  it  was  placed  in 
perfect  order  and  returned  to  the  city  in  two 
months.  Mr.  ]\IcGraw  was  not  injured,  although 
the  shock  was  a  very  severe  one  to  him. 

In  the  year  1S75,  '^e  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners was  as  follows: 

Hon.  Edmund  L.  Judson,  Mayor,  President,  ex 
officio;  Philip  O'Brien,  George  E.  Latham,  Garret 
A.  Van  Allen,  Thomas  Austin;  J.  C.  Cuyler, 
Secretary. 

Engineers. — James  McQuade,  Chief  Engineer; 
J.  C.  Griffin,  George  E.  Alink,  John  C.  Mull, 
"William  K.  Clute,  Assistants. 

FiKE  Alarm  Telec^r.-vph.  —  William  J.  Cull, 
Superintendent;  John  M.  Carroll,  Assistant-Super- 
intendent; John  H.  Nelson,  James  B.  Finn,  Oper- 
ators; John  Wilson,  Janitor. 

The  losses  by  fire  during  the  year  aggregated 
$335,000.  Nearly  all  the  fires  were  of  incendiary 
origin. 

During  this  year  incendiarism  was  more  extensive 
than  at  any  time  since  the  organization  of  the 
Department.  The  boldness  of  tliesc  crimes  exhib- 
ited daring  and  recklessness  of  most  alarming 
character.  The  most  earnest  efi"orts  of  Chief 
McQuade  and  the  police  were  made  to  detect  and 
bring  to  justice  the  perpetrators  of  these  dastardly 
deeds.  The  loss  by  fire  in  the  building  corner  of 
Green  street,  occupied  by  Rathbonc,  S«rd  &  Co. — 
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which  was  an  act  of  bold  incendiarism  as  was  ever 
committed  in  this  city — exceeded  $100,000. 

The  Protective  Association,  an  honor  and  a 
source  of  untold  safety  in  the  protection  of  prop- 
erty, was  organized  and  supported  by  the  insurance 
interests. 

In  1880,  we  find  : 

Insured  losses  on  real  and  personal  property. .  $137,299.09 
Uninsured  ,,        ,,  ,,  ,,     . .  15,866.64 

Total  loss   $153,165.73 

Annual  cost  of  maintaining-  Fire  Department, 
$74,677.96;  total  number  of  men  employed  by 
Fire  Department,  221;  area  covered  by  Fire  De- 
partment, 14^1)  square  miles  ;  population  of  Albany, 
100,000.  Nine  lives  were  lost  by  fire  during  the 
year. 

On  November  22,  iSSo,  Steamer  Company  No. 
5  was  suspended,  by  order  of  Chief  IMcQuade,  for 
neglect  in  the  performance  of  duty  at  a  fire.  Not 
one  of  the  members,  except  the  foreman,  appeared 
at  the  fire.  On  December  13,  the  company  was 
re-organized,  with  John  J.  I\Iee,  the  former  foreman, 
reappointed. 

The  Insurance  Patrol  is  of  great  value  to  the 
Department,  and  it  is  noticeable  with  what 
promptness  Captain  Foster  has  responded  to  all 
calls,  as  is  the  activity  of  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  company  when  in  service. 


The  total  insurance  on  the  Fire  Department 

property  amounts  to   $59,350.06 

The  receipts  from  all  sources  for  the  fiscal  year 

ending  October  31,  iSSo   71,517.60 


Total   $130,876.60 

Disbursements  for  the  year  ending  October  31, 

1880   574,677.96 

Indebtedness  of  year  ending  October  31,  1879  10,596.61 


Total  expenditures   $85,274.57 


Steamer  companies  of  Albany  are  as  follows: 
Steamer  Comapny  No.  i,  12  members,  236  Wash- 
ington avenue;  Steamer  Company  No.  2,  16  mem- 
bers, 157  Livingston  avenue;  Steamer  Company 
No.  3, 15  members,  895  Broadway;  Steamer  Com- 
pany No.  4,  15  members,  69  Hudson  avenue; 
Steamer  Company  No.  5,  14  members,  289  South 
Pearl  street;  Steamer  Company  No.  6, 15  members, 
Jefferson,  corner  Swan  street;  Steamer  Com- 
pany No.  7,  16  members,  Clinton  avenue, 
corner  Ontario  street;  Steamer  Company  No. 
8,  16  members,  Broadway,  corner  North  First 
street.  North  Albany;  Truck  Company  No  i, 
22  members,  57  Westerlo;  Truck  Company  No. 
2,  23  members,  126  Clinton  avenue;  Insur- 
ance Patrol,  9  members,  41  Hudson  avenue;  Hose 
Depot,  133  Hamilton  street;  Repair  Shop.  34  Plain 
street.  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  Central  Station,  Citv 
Building,  South  Pearl  street,  corner  Howard. 

During  the  year  ending  October  31,1882,  there 
were  forty-two  alarms  of  fire;  the  total  loss,  5^147,- 
970.05. 

Fire-alarm  Bell  in  City  Hall. — The  question  for 
a.  fire-alarm  bell  became  a  very  interesting  one  in 


,  the  year  1882,  during  the  erection  of  the  new  Ci'y 
j  Hall. 

i  For  some  time  the  bell  in  the  Second  Reformed 
!  Church  on  Beaver  street  was  used  as  a  fire-alarm 

bell.    The  congregation  having  moved  into  their 

new  edifice,  the  Department  loit  the  use  of  one  of 

the  best  alarm  bells  in  the  city. 

No  provision  had  been  made  for  a  bell  in  the 
I  imposing  tower  of  the  new  City  Flail.  The  Board 
j  of  Fire  Commissioners,  by  authority  of  the  City 
j  Council,  purchased  of  I\Ieneely  &  Co.,  of  Troy,  a 
!  bell  seventy  inches  at  mouth,  fifiy  and  one-half 
'  inches  in  height,  five  and  one-tenth  inches  tliick- 
j  ne.ss,  of  sound  bore.  Weight,  7,049  pounds, 
j      This  bell  exceeds  in  size,  weight  and  volume  of 

sound,  any  bell  in  the  city.  It  was  hoisted  to  its 
I  place  in  the  tower  October  28,  18S2.  Within 
j  tw^o  weeks  afier,  the  attachment  to  the  fire-alarm 
i  circuit  was  made. 

:      The  fire-alarm  telegraph  was  first  put  in  operation 

:  in  Albany  in  1868. 

The  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  in  1884. — 

I  Hon  A.  Bleecker  Banks,  Mayor,   Pre.>ident,  c.v 

!  officio,  Thomas   D.  Coleman,  Andrew  B.  Uline, 

i  John  McEwen,  James  H.  Lyman,  Dennis  A. 
Ronan;  Andrew  B.  Uline,  Secretarv;  Lewis  J. 
^filler,  Clerk. 

!      James  INIcQuade,   Chief  Engineer;   Joseph  C. 

!  Griffin,  John  C.  IMull,  George  E.  Mink,  William 
K.  Clute,  Assistants. 

From  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners ending  October  31,  1884,  we  gather  the 

I  following:  the  financial  standing  of  the  Depart- 

j  ment  is  in  a  very  favorable  condition;  the  annual 

j  expenses  are  about  $85,000. 

I  The  Companies,  having  ten  steamers, consist  each 
i  of  a  foreman  whose  salary  is  $300  per  annum;  eight 
'  members  at  $200  each.  The  three  Truck  Compa- 
:  nies  have  twelve  members  each,  at  $200  per  annum. 

The  permanent  employees  are  an  engineer,  $i,oSo; 

fireman,  $720;  driver,  8720,   to  each  engine;  a 

tileman,  $720;  and  driver,  $720,  to  each  truck. 

The  whole  force,  including  the  telegraph  depart- 
t  ment,  numbers  145. 

I  There  are  ten  steamers,  of  w'hich  Nos.  9  and  10 
are  reserves,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  two 
latler,  were  made  at  the  Amoskeag  Works,  in  ?*[an- 
chester,  N.  H.,  and  with  their  hose-carts  are  valued 

I  at  $5, 1  50  each.  The  trucks,  valued  at  $2,  250  each, 
are  drawn  by  horses  worth  S300  each,  of  which 
there  are  thirty.    The  property  of  the  Fire  Depart- 

i  ment  is  valued  as  follows: 


Apparatus   $45  000 

Fire-alarm  telegraph,  apparatus  fixtures 

and  supplies   56  000 

Furniture,  fixtures,  etc   26  000 

Flose,  fixtures,  leather,  tools,  etc   28  000 

Horses,  harness,  etc   14  000 

Real  estate   135  000 

Repair  Shop  and  Supply  Department.  . .  6  000 


Total   S310  000 


I  The  fire  record  of  the  year  was  below  the  average 
I  in  total  losses.  l"he  record  of  incendiarism  has 
i  also  been  less^ 
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The  salaries  of  the  otlicers  are  as  follows:  | 

Chief  Engineer,    $3,000   per   annum;  Secre-  \ 
tary,    $1,000  ;     Clerk,    §720  ;     Superintendent  I 
Fire-alarm    Telegraph,   $1,500;  Superintendent 
Hose  and  Supply  Depot,  $1,200;  Jvelief  Engin- 
eer, $1,080;  \'eteriniry  Surgeon,  $600. 

The  amount  of  insurance  on  the  property  of  the  i 
Department  is  s'''2,S50. 

'i'he  Hose  Depot  is  one  of  the  most  attractive 
adjuncts  of  the  Fire  Department.  The  hose,  with 
extra  tenders,  wheels,  fuel,  etc.,  and  extras  of  all 
kinds,  are  stored.  I'he  hose  is  all  brought  to 
the  depot  after  a  fire  and  is  wa'-hed  and  dried,  a 
constant  supply  being  always  on  hand  in  case  of 
need. 

The  Relief  Fund,  incorporated  in  1883  for  the 
relief  of  disabled  firemen,  consists  of  the  Mayor, 
the  Fire  Commissioners  and  the  Chief  of  the  De-  ! 
partment  as  the  body  corporate.  The  fines  paid 
by  firemen  are  placed  in  this  fund,  and  are  increased 
by  voluntary  subscription.  It  now  amounts  to 
about  $2,000. 

The  fire-alarm  telegraph  \vas  first  operated  in 
Albany  in  June,  1S68.  There  are  now  seventy- 
seven  alarm-boxes,  seven  church  bells,  the  City 
Hall  bell,  and  the  engine  and  truck  houses  con- 
nected with  this  ofiice  by  over  seventy  miles  of 
wire.  The  hammers  and  striking  machinery  are 
independent  of  the  tongues  and  ropes  of  the  several 
bells.  The  wires  are  tested  every  twenty  minutes 
in  the  twenty-four  hours.  There  is  also  an  exten- 
sive telephone  service  in  connection  with  all  engine- 
houses. 

We  may  say,  without  question,  that  the  City  of 
Albany  has  great  confidence  in  all  the  officers  and 
men  of  its  Fire  Department,  trusting  fully  in  their 
courage,  skill,  and  fidelity. 


THE  ERIE  CANAL  AS  RELATED  TO 
ALBANY. 

In  the  early  development  of  the  canal  system  of 
this  State,  many  citizens  of  Albany  took  a  promi- 
nent part.    The  first  company  formed  to  improve 
the  inland  navigation  of  this  State  was  called  the 
Western  Inland  Lock  Navigation  Company.  It 
was  incorporated  March  30,  1792.    The  object,  as 
stated  in  the  act  of  incorporation,  was  to  open  a 
water  communication  between  the  southern,  north- 
ern and  western  parts  of  this  State.   This  was  to  be 
accomplished  by  a  system  of  lock  navigation  from  | 
the  Hudson  River  to  Lakes  Ontario  and  Seneca.  I 
Another  company  was  formed  called  the  Northern  I 
Inland  Lock  Navigation  Company,  to  open  naviga-  j 
tion  between  the  Hudson  River  and  Lake  Champ-  i 
lain.      The  Commissioners  in  Albany  to  receive 
subscriptions  to  the  stock  of  $250,000,  of  each 
company,  were  Abraham  Ten  Eroeck,  John  Tav- 
ler,  Philip  S.  Van  Rensselaer,  Cornelius  Glen  arid 
John  Ten  Broeck.   The  first  Directors  of  the  West- 
ern  Company   were    Philip   Schuyler,    Leonard  I 
Gansevoort,    Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer,   Elkanah  j 
Watson,  John  Taylor,  Jellis  A.  Fonda,  William  1 


North,  Goldsbro  Banyar,  Daniel  Hale,  John 
Walts,  Walter  Livingston,  Dominic  L\nch  and 
James  Watson.  The  Directors  of  the  Western  Com- 
pany were  Philip  Schuyler,  Abraham  Ten  Broeck, 
fohn  Williams,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Jacobus 
Van  Schoonhoven,  John  Van  Rensselaer,  Abraham 
G  Lansing,  Cornelius  Glen,  Henry  Quackenbos, 
Robert  R.  Livingston,  Philip  Livingston,  James 
Duane  and  Abraham  r^IcComb. 

The  plans  as  attempted  to  be  carried  out  by  these 
companies  were  not  very  successful,  but  an  account 
of  their  efforts  does  not  exclusively  belong  to  a  his- 
tory of  Albany  County.  This  brief  rcterence  to  them 
is  given  to  show  the  large  percentage  of  Albany  ca- 
pitalists who  were  interested  in  them  and  who  were 
ever  ready  to  lend  their  influence  and  wealth  in 
promoting  the  commerce  of  the  State. 

In  i8io,the  Legislature  resolved  that  the  agricul- 
tural and  commercial  interests  of  the  State  required 
that  the  inland  navigation,  from  the  Hudson  River  to 
Lake  Ontario  and  Lake  Erie,  should  be  improved  and 
completed  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  the  great 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  accomplishment 
of  that  important  object.  Doubting  the  resources 
of  the  Western  Inland  Lock  Navigation  Company 
to  be  adequate  to  such  improvement,  the  Leg- 
islature appointed  Governeur  Morris,  Stephen  Van 
Rensselaer,  De  Witt  Clinton,  Simeon  De  Witt,  Will- 
iam North,  Thomas  Eddy  and  Peter  B.  Porter, 
commissioners  for  exploring  the  whole  route,  and 
to  examine  the  outlet  to  Oneida  Lake,  with  a  view 
to  deepening  the  channel  to  prevent  inundations. 
The  opening  of  hostilities  between  this  country 
and  Great  Britain  two  years  later,  put  an  end  to 
this  contemplated  improvement. 

No  city  on  the  line  of  the  Erie  Canal  has  been 
more  directly  benefited  by  the  opening  of  this 
great  water  thoroughfare  than  the  City  of  Albany: 
nor  was  there  a  place,  in  the  beginning  of  this 
great  undertaking,  which  furnished  more  men  of 
brains,  character  and  wealth,  who  largely  contrib- 
uted to  push  forward  this  great  work. 

There  may  be  some  question  as  to  who  first  con- 
ceived the  scheme  of  connecting  the  waters  of  Lake 
Erie  w.th  the  Hudson.  Joel  Barlow,  a  New  Eng- 
land poet,  as  early  as  1787,  published  a  poem 
called  "  The  Vision  of  Columbus,"  from  which  is 
quoted  lines  that  seem  prophetic  of  our  grand  canal 
system.  Certain  it  is,  the  poem  was  published 
when  that  magnificent  project  of  the  Erie  Canal,  if 
it  had  any  other  place  than  in  the  imagination  of 
a  poet,  was  probably  regarded  as  the  visionary 
chimera  of  an  enthusiast.  But  the  printed  scheme 
of  the  poet  may  have  awakened  the  attention  of 
some  strong  mind  to  undertike  the  task  of  carry- 
ing out  what  we  now  behold  in  successful  opera- 
tion, foreshadowed  in  these  words  : 

"  He  saw,  as  widely  spread  the  unchannclcd  plain, 
Where  inland  realms  for  ages  bloomed  in  vain, 
Canals,  long  windincj,  ope  a  watery  tlight. 
And  distant  streams,  and  seas,  and  lakes  unite. 

"  From  fair  Albania,  tow'rd  the  falling  sun, 
l?ack  throutjh  the  midland,  lengthening  channels  run, 
Meet  the  far  lakes,  the  beauteous  towns  that  lave, 
And  Hudson  joined  to  broad  Ohio's  wave." 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUXTY  OF  ALBAXY. 


Almost  as  earU-  as  the  publication  of  this  poem, 
Eikanah  Watson,  born  on  I'lymouth  Rock,  con- 
ceived the  practicability  of  a  canal  from  Albany  to 
Lake  Erie.  Jn  1S04,  writing  to  Pelcg  Wadsworth, 
the  revolutionary  general  and  Member  of  Congress, 
he  says:  "The  dream  of  connecting  the  great 
lakes  with  the  Hudson  has  been  my  leading  hobby 
since  1788.  ^Ir.  Adams  considered  me  an  enthu- 
siast in  this  vast  object,  and  that  the  mania  had 
seized  upon  me  with  such  force  as  to  endanger  a 
due  attention  to  my  own  interests,  and  cautioned 
me  as  a  friend  to  moderate  my  zeal." 

A  writer  in  the  Alhany  Daily  Adreriiscr,  under 
the  signature  of  Verdicius,  ascribes  the  scheme  of 
uniting  the  Hudson  River  to  Lake  Erie  by  a  nav- 
igable canal  to  Eikanah  Watson,  offering  in  proof 
the  private  journal  of  Mr.  Watson,  during  a  tour 
from  Schenectady  to  Geneva  in  1791,  when  he  care- 
fully explored  the  ground,  streams  and  small  lakes 
lying  on  the  route.  This  journey  is  said  to  have 
been  made  with  a  view  of  recommending  to  public 
notice  the  project  of  uniting  the  two  waters.  The 
progressive  spirit,  activity  and  energy  of  Air.  Wat- 
son, united  with  the  testimony  of  his  contemporaries, 
force  us  to  regard  him  as  the  man  whose  mind  orig- 
inated the  Erie  Canal. 

In  this  article  we  merely  endeavor  to  give  a 
proper  historic  prominence  to  Albany,  whose 
leading  citizens  were  so  active  in  the  canal  pro- 
ject, and  who  helped  to  carry  it  to  a  successful 
completion, 

Mr.  Watson  awakened  many  other  citizens  of 
Albany  to  a  belief  in  the  practicability  of  this  canal, 
and  who  aided  with  their  influence  and  wealth  to 
make  its  completion  possible.  Among  them  were 
the  Van  Rensselaeis  and  Schuylers,  John  and 
Isaiah  Townsend. 

February  7,  18 16,  a  meeting  was  called  at  the 
Tontine  Coffee-House  to  urge  the  subject  of  a 
canal  upon  the  people  and  the  Legislature,  signed 
by  Archibald  Mclntyre,  James  Kane,  John  Wood- 
worth,  William  James,  Charles  E.  Dudle_\',  Dudley 
Walsh,  Parent  Bleecker,  John  Van  Schaick,  Rens- 
selaer Westerlo  and  Harmanus  Bleecker.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  in  each  ward  to  secure  signa- 
tures to  a  memorial  to  the  Legislature.  This 
seems  to  have  been  the  first  organized  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  citizens  to  promote  this  scheme.  In 
April  following,  an  act  was  passed  to  "provide  for 
the  improvement  of  the  internal  navigation  of  this 
State." 

Under  this  act  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  De  Witt 
Clinton,  Samuel  Young,  Joseph  Ellicott  and  Myron 
HoUey  were  appointed  Commissioners  "to  con- 
sider, devise  and  adopt  such  measures"  as  might 
o'r  should  be  "requisite  to  facilitate  and  effect  the 
communication,  by  means  of  canals  and  locks, 
between  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Hudson  River 
and  Lake  Erie,  and  the  said  navigable  waters  and 
Lake  Champlain. " 

The  report  of  this  commission  wns  the  subject 
of  much  contest  in  the  next  Legislature,  and  the 
act  authorizing  the  construction  of  the  canal  was 
not  passed  until  the  last  day  of  the  scasion,  April 
15,  1817. 


Octobers,  1823,  the  first  boat  passed  through  the 
completed  portion  of  the  canal,  east  of  Genesee 
River,  into  the  Fludson.  The  appearance  of  this 
stranger  wasgreetetl  by  many  demonstrations  of  joy. 
Although  the  great  work  was  not  completed,  the 
people  of  Albany  determined  to  celebrate  the  event 
with  appropriate  ceremonies.  The  Common  Coun- 
cil appointed  a  committee,  consisting  of  Aldermen 
Gibbons,  Baldwm,  Humphrey,  Cassidy.  Ten  Eyck, 
and  the  Chamberlain,  who  had  charge  of  the  arrange- 
ments. Solomon  \"an  Rensselaer  was  Marshal  of  the 
day.  At  sunrise  a  national  salute  was  fired  and  the 
bells  rung.  A  large  military  and  civic  parade  was  an 
important  feature  of  the  celebration.  Business  gen- 
erally was  suspended,  and  the  entire  population  of 
the  city  and  thousands  of  strangers  seemed  to  have 
joined  in  the  celebration.  Speeches  were  delivered 
by  the  flavor,  Charles  E.  Dudley,  Ex-Governor  De 
\Vitt  Clinton  and  many  others. 

Cadwallader  Colden  thus  describes  the  scene  pre- 
sented on  this  occasion:  "  The  pencil  can  do  no 
justice  to  the  scene  presented  on  the  fine  autumnal 
morning  when  the  Albany  lock  was  first  opened. 
Numerous  steamboats  and  river  vessels,  splendidly 
dressed, decorated  the  beautiful  amphitheatre  formed 
by  the  hills  which  border  the  valley  of  the  Hudson 
at  tills  place;  the  river  winding  its  bright  stream 
far  from  the  north  and  losing  itself  in  the  distance 
to  the  south;  the  islands  it  embraced;  the  woods 
variegated  by  the  approach  of  winter,  a  beauty  pe- 
culiar to  our  climate:  the  wreathed  arches  and 
other  embellishments  which  had  been  erected  for 
the  occasion,  v.-ere  all  objects  of  admiration.  A 
line  of  canal-boats,  with  colors  flying,  bands  of 
music,  and  crowded  with  people,  were  seen  com- 
ing from  the  north  and  seemed  to  glide  over  the 
level  grounds  which  hid  the  waters  of  the  canal 
for  some  distance,  as  if  they  were  moved  by  en- 
chantment. 

"  The  first  boat  that  entered  the  lock  was  the 
De  Witt  Clinton, having  on  board  Governor  Yates, 
the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Albany,  the  Canal 
Commissioners  and  Engineers,  the  committees  and 
other  citizens.  One,  not  the  least  attractive  part  of 
the  scene,  was  filled  with  ladies.  The  cap-stone  of 
the  lock  was  laid  with  Masonic  ceremonies  by  the 
fraternity,  who  appeared  in  great  numbers  and  in 
grand  costume. 

'The  waters  of  the  West  and  of  the  ocean  were 
then  mingled  by  Dr.  Mitchell,  who  pronounced  an 
epiihalamium  upon  the  union  of  the  river  and  the 
lakes,  after  which  the  lock-gates  were  opened,  and 
the  De  Witt  Clinton  majestically  sunk  upon  the 
bosom  of  the  Hudson. 

"She  was  then  towed  by  long  lines  of  barges  past 
the  steamboats  and  other  vessels  to  a  wharf  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  city,  where  those  gentlemen  who 
were  embarked  on  board  the  canal-boats  landed, 
and  joined  a  military  and  civic  procession,  which 
was  conducted  by  a  large  stage,  fancifully  deco- 
rated, erected  for  the  occasion  in  front  of  the  Cap- 
itol." 

The  svstem  of  canal  navigation,  as  at  this  time  com- 
pleted, soon  proved  the  wisdom  of  its  originators. 
During  the  summer  of  1824  and  1825,  with  occa- 
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sioiial  interriiption«,  arisinp:  from  repairs  and  plac-  \ 
ing  of  new  structure^;,  the  Ciiy  of  Albany  began  to  i 
realize  the  benefits  of  canal  navigation,  and  the  | 
daily  announcement  of  the  arrival  and  departure  of  j 
canal-boats  in  the  public  journals,  indicate  the  im- 
portance that  was  attached  to  this  great  channel  of 
commerce. 

October  26,  1825,  the  canal  from  Lake  Erie  to 
the  Hudson  River  was  completed.  It  was  decided  to 
commemorate  the  event  by  ceremonies  the  most 
brilliant  and  impressive  that  could  be  devised,  and 
along  the  whole  lergth  of  the  canal,  each  place, 
in  proportion  to  its  means,  sought  to  outrival  its 
neighbor  in  expressions  of  joy  upon  this  memorable 
occasion. 

The  Common  Council  of  Albany,  October  17, 
1825,  appointed  a  committee,  consisting  of  Alder- 
men Denniston,  Cassidy,  Lush,  Esleeck  and  Costi- 
gan,  to  devise  means  to  celebrate  the  event.  A 
public  meeting  of  the  citizens  was  held  in  the  Cap- 
itol, September  14th,  over  which  Colonel  Elisha 
Jenkins  presided.  At  this  gathering  twenty-five 
citizens  were  selected  to  act  as  a  committee  to 
adopt  measures  for  celebrating  the  completion  of 
the  great  project.  A  similar  meeting  of  citizens 
and  transporters  was  held  a  few  days  later.  Bv 
these  public  gatherings  much  enthusiasm  was 
aroused. 

The  passage  of  the  first  canal-boat  from  Buf- 
falo into  the  Albany  basin  was  announced  by 
the  successive  discharge  of  cannon,  placed  along 
the  canal  between  Lake  Erie  and  the  Hudson, 
and  along  the  Hudson  between  Albany  and 
New  York.  The  Bulifalo  boat  entered  the  basin  at 
three  minutes  before  i:  o'clock,  .\.  m.  At  five  min- 
utes before  12  the  sound  of  "the  return  fire  from 
New  York  "  reached  Albany. 

The  celebration  was  general  along  the  entire 
line  of  the  canal.  The  water  pageant  started  from 
Buffiilo  on  the  morning  of  October  26,  1S25,  the 
boat  Seneca  Chief  being  fitted  up  for  the  dignitaries 
leading  in  the  triumphant  passage.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  November  2d  it  had  reached  Albany. 

The  proceedings  at  Albany  we  cannot  detail  at 
length.  They  were  thus  described  in  the  Albany 
Daily  Advertiser : 

"At  10  o'clock  the  Seneca  Chief,  with  the  Gov- 
ernor, Lieutenant-Governor,  the  Buffalo,  Western 
and  New  York  Committees  on  board,  came  down 
in  fine  style,  and  the  thunder  of  cannon  proclaimed 
that  the  work  was  done,  and  the  assembled  multi- 
tude made  the  welkin  ring  with  shouts  of  gladness. 
It  was  not  a  monarch  which  they  hailed,  but  it  was 
the  majesty  of  genius,  supported  by  a  free  people, 
that  rode  in  triumph  and  commanded  the  admira- 
tion of  men  stout  of  heart  and  firm  of  purpose.  '' 

At  1 1  o'clock  the  procession  was  formed  and  ! 
piraded  tlirough  the  [irincipal  streets  of  the  citv,  | 
under  the  direction  of  Welcome  f'sleeck,  John  TaV-  ; 
ler,  James  Gibbons  and  Erancis  L  Bradt.  Marshal  ; 
of  the  day.  After  the  procession  reached  the  Cap-  ! 
itol,  impressive  services  were  held.  An  ode.written  I 
for  the  occasion  by  John  .\ugustus  Stone,  of  the  ! 
Albany  Theatre,  was  sung.  Addresses  were  made  ! 
by  Philip  Howe,  of  New  York;  William  James,  i 


Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Citizens  of  Albanv; 
and  Lieutenant-Governor  Tallmadge.  The  exer- 
cises were  followed  by  a  inagnificent  collation,  pro- 
vided for  the  guests  by  the  citizens  of  Albany  at  the 
Columbia-street  I'ridge.  In  the  evening  a  grand 
ball  was  held  at  Knickerbocker  Hall,  where,  as 
was  said  by  an  eye-witness,  was  congregated  the 
beauty  of  the  city,  and  the  expression  of  sparkling 
eyes  evinced  that  "the  last,  best  gift  to  man  "  felt  a 
deep  interest  in  the  prosperity  and  glory  of  the 
State. 

Everything  pertaining  to  the  celebration  of  this 
great  event  was  conducted  in  the  best  manner  and 
commensurate  with  the  greatness  of  the  project.  To 
Albany  in  a  special  degree  was  the  opening  of  the 
Erie  Canal  a  great  blessing.  On  its  commercial  ad- 
vancement it  had  a  wonderful  beneficent  influence.  A 
few  years  after  its  completion  the  editor  of  the  Daily 
Advertiser  asserted  that  the  wholesale  business  of 
the  city  had  quadrupled  during  the  two  years  since 
the  opening  of  the  canal,  and  that  Albany  mer- 
chants had  opened  a  direct  business  with  the  man- 
ufacturers of  Europe.  The  construction  of  railroads 
has  materially  lessened  the  commerce  of  the  canals, 
but  still  it  forms  an  important  factor  in  Albany's 
commercial  activities. 

The  dates  of  the  annual  opening  and  closing  of 
this  canal  will  be  valuable  for  reference:  1824, 
opened  April  30,closed  December  4;  1825,  April  i  2, 
December  5;  1826.  April  20,  December  18;  1827, 
April  22,  December  18;  1828,  ]\Iarch  27,  December 
20;  1829,  May  2,  December  17;  1830,  April  20, 
December  17;  1831,  April  16,  December  i;  1S32, 
April  25,  December  21;  1833,  April  19,  Decem- 
ber 12;  1834,  April  17,  December  12;  1835,  April 
15,  November  30;  1836,  April  25,  November  26; 
1837,  April  20,  December  9;  1838,  April  12,  No- 
vember 25;  1839,  April  20,  December  16;  1840, 
April  20,  December  9;  1841,  April  24,  November 
30;  1842,  April  20,  November  28;  1843,  ^Nlay  i, 
November  30;  1844,  April  18,  November  26; 
1845,  April  15,  November  29;  1846,  April  16, 
November  25;  1847,  ]May  i,  November  30:  184 8, 
May  I,  December  9;  1849,  ''^^^y  Decembe  5: 
1850,  April  22,  December  11;  1S51,  April  15,  De- 
cember5;  1852,  April  20,  December  16;  1853,  April 
20,  December  20;  1S54,  May  i .  December  3 :  1S55, 
May  I,  December  10;  1856,  May  5,  December  4; 
1857,  May  6,  December  15;  1S58,  April  28,  De- 
cember 8;  1859,  April  15,  December  12;  1S60. 
April  25,  December  1  2;  1861,  May  i,  December  10; 
1862,  May  I,  December  10;  1863,  May  i,  Decem- 
ber 9;  1864,  April  30,  Decembers,-  1865,  3.1ay  i, 
December  12;  1866,  May  i,  December  12;  1867, 
May  6,  December  20:  186S,  May  4,  December  7: 
1869,  ]Mav  6,  December  10:  1S70,  May  10,  De- 
cember S;  1871,  April  24,  December  i;  1S72, 
"Nlay  13,  December  i;  1S73,  May  15,  December  5: 
1874,  May  5,  December  5;  1875,  May  18,  No- 
vember 30:  1S76,  May  4.  December  i;  1S77,  May 
8,  December  7;  1878,  April  15,  December  7:  1879, 
April  8.  December  6;  1S80,  April  16,  November 
21;  1 88 1,  ^lay  12,  December  8;  1^82,  April  11, 
December  7;  1883,  May  7,  December  i;  18S4, 
May  6,  December  i;  18S5,  May  11,  December  i. 
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AT.HANY  INSURANC^K  CX^MI'AXIES. 

■"I'lic  Albmiy  Insiiiauco  (.'oiniiaiiy  was  incoipo- 
nUcd  March  S,  iSii,  ami  aiillu nizcd  "lo  make  all 
kinds  of  insurance  againsi  liic,  upon  the  inland 
transportation  of  gootis,  wares  and  nicrcliandisc, 
marine  insurance,  and  insurance  upon  life  or  lives, 
by  way  of  tontine  or  ollicrwise,  and  generally  to  do 
and  perform  all  matters  and  things  relating  to  the 
said  objects."  The  first  Directors  were  I'.lislia  p.-n- 
kins,  riiili])  S.  '>'an  Rensselaer,  Isaiah  Townsend, 
Dudley  Walsh,  Ilenr-y  Cuest,  Jr.,  Charles  Z.  Plait, 
Simeon  De  Witt,  Ste|)hen  J,ush,  Cliarlcs  D.  (\)0- 
pcr,  Thomas  Gould,  juhn  Woodwortli,  Peter 
Gansevoort,  and  Ciu-istian  AliUer.  The  shaies  were 
$ioo  each  and  not  to  exceed  5,000  in  number. 
Its  duration  was  placed  at  Iwcnly  years.  In  1H28 
the  charter  was  extended  to  1851,  ami  the  capital 
stock  reduced  from  $500,000  to  $300,000,  and 
each  share  h'om  $100  to  $60. 

The  first  President  of  this  Company  was  Isaiah 
Townsend.  He  was  succeeded,  in  i8.>4,by  Teunis 
Van  Vcchten.  Garret  Y.  Lansing,  Kufus  II.  King, 
and  Harmon  Pumpelly  were,  in  the  order  named, 
Presitlents  at  different  pcriod.s.  j.  Howard  King, 
the  i)rcseiit  President,  was  elected  in  1SS2. 

'J'he  lii-sl  Secretary  was  Gideon  Ilawley,  who 
held  the  office  for  many  years.  lie  was  succeeded 
by  John  ]•"..  I.Dvelt,  who  held  this  position  for  four- 
teen years.  In  iiS47  Stephen  (jroesbcck  was 
elected,  and  was  followed  by  Theodore  Townsend, 
who  is  now  Vice-President  of  the  Company.  The 
present  Secretary  is  Jolm  E.  McIClroy. 

This  company  has  always  been  regarded  as  one 
of  the  best  institutions  of  iis  kind  in  tiie  Slate.  Its 
affairs  have  been  so  conducted  as  to  merit  and 
retain  public  confidence.  During  an  existence  of 
three  quarters  of  a  century,  it  has  had  as  directors 
and  oflicers  many  of  the  best  business  men  of  Al- 
bany. During  the  years  18.17  and  1848,  tlie  period 
of  the  greatest  fire  thai  ever  visited  this  city,  it  paid 
out  $367,000  in  insurance  in  Albany  and  elsewhere 
without  material  injury  to  the  company,  a  fact 
showing  its  financial  .solidity. 

The  Merchants'  Insurance  Cornp.mv  of  .Mbany 
was  incorporated  April  7,  1824,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $250,000,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of  $25 
each.  The  fii'st  Directors  were  Allen  I5rown, 
James  O.  Mather,  James  \>.  Douglass,  Kal[)h  Pratt, 
Silvanus  P.  Jermain,  Peter  Hiin,  Jellis  Wmne,  Jr., 
Thomas  Herring,  Spencer  Stafford,  ]'>astus  (,'orn- 
ing,  John  Willard,  William  I-'owler,  William  Mc- 
Harg,  James  Mabbelt,  John  T.  Norton,  b^phraim 
Wilder,  Jr.,  Friend  Humphrey,  Alexander  .Marvin, 
Nicholas  Devereaux,  ICphraim  Hart,  Klea/.cr  Hills, 
Richard  M.  Bayley,  Asa  H. Center,  Willard  Warker, 
William  Durant,  Joshua  Tuffs,  David  K.  Kvans, 
Thaddeus  Joy,  John  Stillwell,  Benjamin  V.  ]5uller, 
and  Thornas  W.  Olcott. 

The  first  President  of  this  Conifiany  was  Charles 
K.  Dudley.  He  was  succeeded  by  Russel  I-nr.syth. 
Jolm  W.  Ford  was  made  Secretary.  The  exact 
length  (jf  time  this  compan}'  was  in  existence  we 
were  unable  to  leain,  but  in  1844  it  was  still  doinjj 
business  in  this  city. 


Tiie  Clinton  Insurance  Conijiany  of  Albany  was 
incor])orated  May  4,  1829,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$300,000  in  $100  shares.  The  first  Directors 
were  Francis  H'.oodgood,  Isaac  W.  Staats,  James 
MeKoun.  ()li\er  K.inc,  Peter  Gansevoml,  S.  De 
Wilt  lilood-ood,  Willi  nil  C.  Mill.M-,  SanuH-l  i'niMi, 
John  H.  Van  .Scliaii  k.  Kit  hard  \',uuk  In-  W  ill, 
josliua  I.  King,  William  Se\'m(Mii,  (  liaili'.  D. 
Townsend,  GerrilW.  U\(kiii;iii,  and  f.lilni  Kus- 
sel.  The  duration  o(  the  t  hartei  was  l\venl\  one 
years.  Whether  tins  (oui pan v  ever  went  iiiio.utive 
operation  we  do  not  learn. 

The  l''irernan's  Insurance  Coinp.iin  iA  Albany 
was  incorporated  April  23,  1831.  The  lioi.ks  loi 
subscri])tion  were  o]ieiied  lanuaiv  1,  wlun 
$ii2,0(.jj  was _  subst  ribed  in  si\  hoiiis.  James 
Stevenson  was  its  first  I'n'sideiit  and  Ric  haul  \  .111 
Rensselaer,  Secrelaiv.  The  first  Directors  were; 
( ieoige  J.  I.oomis,  Imuh  Ii  McCammen,  lames  Ste- 
venson, Lansing  Pruyn,  Cornelius  \andeibilt, 
Ilarmanns  S,  Van  Iiigeii,  Dyer  l.aihrop,  l.ni.lng 
G.  'i'aylor.  Abialiam  F.  Wilson,  ( ie.in'e  \ Dung, 
Thomas  McP'.lrov,  Levi  Sillinian,  I'lnlo  liomh.  and 
Aaron  V.  Fryer.  'I'Ik;  same,  uitli  lie'  e\(epiion 
f)l'  |ames  Stevenson,  were  i  oin inissioiiers  to  reifise 
subscriptions  t(;  the  eapilal  sto(  k,  wdiich  was  fixed 
al  $150,000  in  I  5,tiofj  shares.  Its  cliarti:r  was  to 
run  until  June  i,  1861.  janiiary  18,  i8((;,  the 
com]iany  was  aiitlioii/.ed,  in  order  li)  make  good 
the  im|iaiinieiil  of  its  cajiilal  o( casioiied  l)y  a 
lire  on  August  17,  1848,  lo  (all  iipun  lie-  stink- 
holders  lor  siH  h  sums  a-;  woulil  ni.il.e  ihr  c  .ipii.il 
e(pial  to  ihe  siiiii  inpiiKd  in  llir  >  liiiilvr.  'I  lii  >  it 
seems  ihe  sloe  k liolde'is  w  e're  1111. iMe  nr  iinwilliiiL; 
to  do,  and  biisin(;ss  was  in  consnpiriK  e  aispi  ndrd. 

The  Mutual  Insurance  Compaii)  ol  lln-  (  ity 
and  County — office  No.  446  Broadway,  'i'his  (oin- 
]).uiy  was  organized  in  1836,  under  the  (General 
Insurance  Law  of  the  State  of  New  York,  on  the 
mutual  plan.  The  following  gentlemen  w(;re  the 
original  incorporators:  ISanail  P.  Siaals,  Rulus 
Brown,  (  hiistophi  r  I  b  pins.dl.  I'.li  GonM,  |.inien 
L'Amoreaux,  Levi  I'lnihp^,  Dann-I  (  onklin,  |r., 
Eli  Perry,  Matihew  liiown,  |oliii  Hermans,  G.iy- 
lor  Sheld()n,  and  joim  \'aii  \'alkenburgh.  The 
company  insures  for  a  small  t  .ish  jiremium,  receiv- 
ing from  its  patrons  pieinmm  notes  as  additional 
[tayment.  Its  note  capiial  now  amfiiinls  to  about 
lialf  a  million  dollars.  'I'hese  notes  arc-  liable  to 
assessment  to  pay  fire  losses  in  rase  all  oIIkt  assets 
are  exhausted.  Theas.'-isol  iIh'  (onip.my,  oiher 
tfian  its  pr(;miiim  noirs,  :iini;unl  .it  ihis  dai'-  to 
about  $1  25,000,  which  is  invested  in  L'niled  Slates 
Government  bonds  and  real  estate,  beside  cash  on 
hand  for  immediate  use  in  case  of  fire.  In  1H4S 
the  charter  of  the  company  was  amended  bv  an  act 
of  the  Legislature,  granting  the  coriifiany  llie  right 
to  issue  jx'licies  for  a  (  ash  ( en  idci.jiion  oril\,  and 
withf.(Ut  a  jjremium  note.  lie;  jik  muI  Lo.u.l  ol 
Dire(,tors  of  the  Company  compiise  sonn;  ol  the 
nKjst  i^rominenl  citizens  of  Albany,  and  arc: 

Henry  IL  Martin.  John  I'.  Ruthbone,  William 
Mcl'.lroy,  Dani'  l  \\eidman,  George  C'tiyler,  Fd- 
mund  L.  Jiidson.  Archibald  McClurc,  I'.dgar  (  ot- 
rell,  Benjamin  F.  Baker,  Daniel  Leonard,  George 
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H.  Treadwell,  James  M.  Warner,  and  David  A. 
Thompson. 

The  present  officers  of  the  company  are:  Presi- 
dent, Henry  H.  Martin  (elected  Director  in 
1846);  Vice-President  and  Treasurer,  George  Cuy- 
ler  (elected  Treasurer  in  1S52);  Secretary,  George 
N.  Cuyler  (elected  in  1872). 

The  Commerce  Insurance  Company  was  organ- 
ized 1859,  ^^  ''•h  a  capital  of  ^^200,coo.  Its  capital 
was  increased  to  $400,000  in  1865,  and  reduced 
to  $200,000  in  1871,  because  of  losses  in  the  great 
Chicago  fire  of  that  year. 

The  following  are  the  officers  since  organization — 
Presidents:  Siias  B.  Hamilton.  1S59-61;  Adam 
Van  Allen,  1S61-84;  Garret  A.  Van  Allen,  elected 
1884.  Vice-Presidents:  Adam  Van  Allen,  1859- 
61;  Thomas  Schuyler,  1861-66;  Garret  A.  Van 
Allen,  1866-84;  Chauncey  P.  Williams,  1884. 
Secretaries:  Garret  A.  Van  Allen,  1859;  Robert 
M.  Hamilton,  1866;  Richard  Y.  DeWitt,  elected 
1872.  Present  Olficers:  Garret  A.  ^'an  Allen, 
President;  Chauncey  P.  Williams,  Vice-President; 
Richard  V.  DeWitt,  Secretary. 

The  office  of  this  company  is  at  57  State  street, 
in  the  Commerce  Insurance  Building.  It  enjoys 
public  confidence  and  patronage  in  a  large  degree. 
Since  its  organization  it  has  paid  over  $2,500,000 
of  losses  by  fire. 

The  Albany  City  Insurance  Comj)any  was  organ- 
ized December  8,  i860,  with  a  cash  capital  of 
$100,000.  The  oflice  of  this  company  was  first 
located  at  446  Broadway,  afterward  removed  to  the 
old  Museum  Building.  The  first  President  was 
William  Tiliinghast.  In  1869  he  was  succeeded 
by  John  V.  L.  Pruyn.  Colonel  Frank  Chamber- 
lain succeeded  Mr.  Pruyn  in  1874.  The  first  Sec- 
retary was  John  H.  Rice,  who  was  followed  by 
W.  A.  Young  in  1S69,  the  latter  remaining  as  such 
until  1874,  when  James  F.  Cassidy  was  elected. 
At  the  present  time  this  company  is  not  in  exist- 
ence. 

The  Capitol  City  Insurance  Company  was  incor- 
porated in  1865  with  a  capital  of  $200,000.  Frank 
Chamberlain  was  its  first  and  only  President.  It 
was  continued  but  a  few  years. 

The  Atlantic  ^Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 
was  incorporated  in  1869.  Robert  H.  Pruyn  was 
elected  President  and  Louis  B.  Smith,  Secretary.  In 
1874  Walter  Brown  was  made  Secretary.  Soon 
after  1874  it  ceased  to  do  business. 

A  great  many  first-cla'-s  foreign  insurance  com- 
panies do  business  in  Albany.  The  insurance 
agents  and  brokers  generally  are  men  of  busine>s, 
energy  and  integrity.  Some  of  them  are  known 
among  the  leading  men  of  Albany  in  most  matters 
of  public  enterprise  and  interest. 

THE  ALDA.NV  PROTKCTIVES,  OR  INSLRANXE  PATROL. 

This  organization  was  effected  April,  1S72,  and 
by  act  of  Legislature  incorporated  I\Iarch  20,  1873. 
First  duty  performed  September  20,  1S72. 

This  organizatidn  is  supported  entirely  by  the 
Albany  Board  of  Cnderwritcrs,  and  is  no  expense 
to  the  City  of  Albany.  'I  hey  are  looked  upon  bv 
the  citizens  as  indispensable,  and  by  the  Chief  and 


Fire  Commissioners  as  a  valuable  auxiliary  to  the 
Fire  Department. 

They  formerly  occupied  the  ])remises  Ni.i.  41 
Hudson  avenue,  and  for  the  first  thirteen  vcais 
were  cramped  for  room,  as  no  available  location 
could  be  secured.  In  1884  they  lensed  from  the 
Hon.  Erastus  Corning,  21  and  23  Howard  street, 
and  to-day  they  have  a  hou.se  second  to  none  in 
the  country.  The  Superintendent,  Mr.  J.  X.  Foiter, 
has  been  with  them  since  its  organization,  and 
Superintendent  since  1874:  previous  to  that  time 
Assistant  Superintendent.  Mr.Thomas  Austin  being 
the  chief  officer  up  to  1874. 

The  company  consists  of  eight  men,  seven  men 
being  on  duty  each  night.  They  carry  fire  ex- 
tinguishers, rubber  covers,  brooms,  scrapers,  lan- 
terns, axes,  ropes,  ladders  and  other  necessary  ar- 
ticles for  the  extinguishment  of  fires.  They  have 
been  known  to  have  spread  atone  fire  alone  36,000 
square  feet  of  canvas,  thereby  saving  a  vast  amount 
of  property.  They  removed  at  one  fire  $70,000 
worth  of  property,  consisting  of  leather  stock,  and 
it  is  estimated  by  those  interested  that  the  patrol 
save  many  limes  their  cost  of  running  each  year. 

The  present  roll  consists  of  the  following:  J.  X. 
Foster,  Superintendent;  William  Scheffier,  E.  J. 
Dayton,  W.  H.  Kingsbury,  James  R.  Melick,  F. 
H.  Weatherwax,  B.  E.  Crehan,  R.  R.  Coleman. 

Officers  of  the  Albany  Board  of  Underwriters:  A. 
Douw  Lansing,  President;  Stephen  L.  Foster,  Vice- 
President;  A.  E.  Batchelder,  Secretary;  Frederick 
B.  Hubbard,  Treasurer. 


BANKS  AXD  BAXKERS. 

An  account  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  banking  in- 
stitutions in  Albany  forms  a  very  interesting  chapter 
in  the  history  of  this  city.  Here  the  second  bank 
chartered  in  the  State  and  the  fourtii  in  ihe  Union 
was  established,  and  here  have  dwelt  and  operated 
many  of  the  foremost  bankers  in  the  early  history 
of  this  country.  A  history  of  the  banking  interests 
of  Albany  from  1792  to  the  present,  shows  the 
progressive  strides  in  the  city's  trade,  manufactures, 
and  commerce  made  in  nearly  a  century's  growth. 

For  some  time  preceding  the  year  1792,  the 
need  of  a  banking  institution  for  the  northern  part 
of  the  State  was  apparent  to  the  capitalists  of  this 
section.  In  Albany  tiie  scheme  was  much  discussed. 
A  few  had  much  faith  in  it,  while  many  violently 
opposed  the  enterprise.    On  the  3d  of  February, 
1792,  a  meeting  was  called  at  Lewis's  Tavern  to 
di.scuss  the  project.    At  this  meeting  were  gathered 
the  leading  capitalists  of  Albany  at  that  date. 
There  was  but  one  bank  in  the  State,  the  Bank  of 
X^ew  York,  the  stock  of  which  was  50  per  cent, 
above  par.     It  was  decided  that  the  interests  of  the 
northern  part  of  the  State  required  the  hjcation  of 
a  bank  at  Albany.    Some  one  writing  for  the  news- 
papers at  this  period,  confidently  asserted  that  a 
j  hundred  thousand  dollars  could  be  subscribed  for 
I  the  new  project  in  the  city  alone;  but  it  was  iiber- 
j  ally  resolvecl  that  the  neighboring  places  should 
j  be  permitted  to  share  in  the  honors  and  ernolu- 
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mcnts  of  the  enterprise.  At  a  sul)scquent  meeting 
the  outlines  of  a  plan  fur  the  estabhshn'icnt  of  a 
bank  were  presented.  It  was  decided  that  the  name 
of  the  institution  sliould  be  the  Albany  Bank; 
the  capital  $75,000,  to  be  divided  into  500  shares 
of  150  each,  Si 5  to  be  paid  on  subsciibinic,  and 
the  remainder  in  tliree  instalments;  thirteen  Direc- 
tors to  constitute  the  Board  of  Directors,  nine  of 
whom  should  be  residents  of  Albany.  Jeremiah 
Van  Rensselaer,  Jacob  Van  Derheyden,  and  liar- 
ret  Bleecker  were  to  open  the  books  for  subscrip- 
tions in  the  week  following,  and  to  close  them  as 
soon  as  500  shares  should  be  subscribed.  February 
1 7th  the  books  were  opened,  and  the  stock  was  over- 
run in  amount  in  less  than  three  hours.  After  the 
books  were  closed,  offers  of  10  per  cent,  advance 
were  made  on  the  stock;  and, on  the  Saturday  follow- 
ing, it  rose  to  100  per  cent.  cash.  Application  was 
immediately  made  to  the  Legislature  for  a  charter, 
and  here  the  project  received  considerable  opposi- 
tion from  the  law-makers  of  that  day.  As  the 
prospects  of  a  charter  being  secured  became  more 
or  less  doubtful,  the  price  of  the  stock  rose  or  fell, 
creating  no  little  excitement  and  speculation  in 
this  region,  where  stock  transactions  were  quite  a 
novelty.  At  one  time  it  is  said  to  have  stood  at 
$100  premium  on  a  share  upon  which  only  §15 
had  been  paid. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  session,  by  the  most 
strenuous  efforts  of  the  friends  of  the  enterprise,  the 
act  of  incorporation  became  a  law.  The  first  elec- 
tion of  Directors  was  held  June  12th,  at  the  City 
Tavern,  and  resulted  as  follows  :  Abraham  Ten 
Broeck,  Cornelius  Glen,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer,  john  Maley,  Abraham 
Van  Vechten,  Henry  Cuyler,  John  Stephenson, 
James  Caldwell,  Jacob  Van  Derheyden,  Golds- 
boro  Banyar,  Daniel  Hale,  and  Elkanah  Watson. 
The  last-named  was,  as  in  all  public  matters,  the 
first  in  the  project  and  the  most  active  lobbyist. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Directors,  Abraham  Ten 
Broeck  was  elected  President.  The  bank  was 
opened  for  deposits  on  the  i6th  of  July,  and  began 
to  discount  on  the  17th.  The  rate  of  interest  was 
si.x  percent.  In  Sep  ember,  notice  w^as  given  that 
notes  of  45  days  only  would  be  discounted.  The 
act  of  incorporation  limited  the  capital  stock  to 
$260,000,  each  share  to  be  400  Spanish  milled 
dollars,  or  its  equivalent. 

In  February,  1794,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  charter,  the  capital  of  the  bank  was 
increased  $540,000,  in  i  55  shares  of  $400  each. 
By  subsequent  enactments  of  the  Legislature,  and 
by  subscriptions  on  the  part  of  the  State,  the  capital 
of  the  bank  was  increased  to  $320,000,  and  it  con- 
tinued at  that  amount  until  1820,  when  the  sum  of 
$100  on  each  share  was  returned  to  the  stock- 
holders, thus  reducing  the  capital  of  the  bank  one- 
fourth.  In  1S32,  the  charter  of  the  bank  was  e.\- 
tended  to  January,  1S55,  when,  for  the  purpose  of 
more  widely  diffusing  the  stock,  the  par  value  of  the 
stock  was  reduced  to  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars,  and 
the  number  of  shares  proportionately  increased. 

The  Albank  Bank  was  first  located  in  an  old- 
fashioned   Dutch  edifice  in  North  Pearl  street, 


third  north  of  State  street.  In  February,  1794. 
the  bank  erected  a  building  on  the  lot  now  north 
of  the  Merchants' Bank,  and  remained  tlicre  until 
1 8 10.  In  iSio  the  bank  was  removed  to  anew 
building,  erected  by  the  b.mk  on  the  corner  of 
State  and  Broadway,  which  was  occupied  until 
1S32,  when  it  was  torn  down  for  the  purpose  of 
widening  State  street.  In  1S32  the  bank  was  re- 
moved to  No.  42  State  street,  where  it  was  located 
until  the  present  ^Merchants'  National  Bank  build- 
ing was  erected.  Here  the  bank  remained  until 
its  failure  in  1861. 

T  he  Presidents  of  this  bank  from  1792  to  1861 
were:  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  1792-98;  Jeremiah 
Van  Kensselaer,  179S-1S06;  PhilipS.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, 1806-10;  Dudley  Walsh,  j  8 10-14;  John 
Van  Schaick,  1814-20;  Barent  Bleecker,  1820- 
40;  Jacob  H.  Ten  i>ck,  1840-61.  During 
this  period  of  seventy  years  there  were  only  four 
cashiers,  namely  :  Garrit  W.  Van  Schwaick,  1792- 
181 5;  John  Van  Zandt,  1815-32;  Jellis  Winne, 
Jr.,  1832-49;  E.  E.  Kendrick,  1849-61. 

James  Van  Ingen  and  Harmanus  P.  Schuyler 
were  the  first  clerks.  Elkanah  Watson  was  one  of 
the  most  efficient  advocates  of  the  establishment 
of  this  bank,  and  to  his  tact,  experience,  and  busi- 
ness habits,  it  in  no  small  way  was  indebted  for  its 
early  success.  The  affairs  of  the  bank  were  long 
managed  with  prudence  and  ability,  and  at  one 
time  in  proportion  to  its  capital,  it  possessed  more 
specie  than  any  other  bank  in  the  country.  For 
years  among  Albanians  when  anything  was  called 
"as  good  as  the  Bank  of  Albany,"  it  was  consid- 
ered good  enough. 

The  failure  of  this  bank.  May  11,  1861,  was  a 
genuine  surprise  to  the  people.  Just  before  the 
failure  $ico  shares  were  sold  for  $150,  and  the 
utmost  confidence  prevailed  in  the  institution. 
Even  the  President  of  the  Bank,  Jacob  H.  Ten 
Eyck,  was  ignorant  of  the  coming  disaster,  he  alone 
losing  $100,000.  It  would  be  hard  to  attribute  its 
failure  to  any  particular  cause.  It  was  a  combina- 
tion of  difficulties  under  which  four  Albany  banks 
failed  this  year.  A  general  stagnation  of  business 
and  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country  caused  by  the 
war,  made  the  year  1S61  a  memorable  one  in  the 
financial  affairs  of  Albany.  Abraham  Van  Allen 
was  appointed  receiver  of  the  bank.  At  the  time 
of  the  failure  the  capital  of  this  bank  was  $540,000. 

New  York  State  Bank.— This  bank  owed  its 
origin  almost  wholly  to  the  exertions  of  Elkanah 
Watson.  It  was  incorporated  and  went  into  opera- 
tion with  a  capital  of  $460, ceo  in  1803.  Its  orig- 
inal Directors  consisted  of  the  State  Comptroller, 
Elisha  Jenkins,  John  Taylcr,  Thomas  Tillotson, 
Abraham  G.  Lansing,  Peter  Gansevoort,  Elkanah 
Watson,  John  R.  Bleecker,  Francis  Bloodgood, 
John  Robison,  Gilbert  Stewart,  John  Dc  Peyster 
Douw,  Richard  Lush  and  Thomas  blather. 

.\ta  meeting  of  the  Directors  on  March  25, 1S03, 
John  Taylcr  was  chosen  President,  and  John  W. 
Yates,  Cashier.,  It  commenced  business  Wednes- 
day, September  7th. 

In  1804,  the  lot  where  the  present  bank  stands 
was  purchased  of  Isaiah  Townsend,and  the  erection 
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of  the  new  banking  buikling  commenced.  This  was 
completed  and  lirsl  occupied  ?i[av  ic,  1S04.  This 
buiitling  is  still  standing,  presenting  in  front  almost 
the  appearance  of  its  primitive  days.  Pliilip  I  looker 
was  the  architect. 

The  opposition  to  the  tstabhshment  of  this  bank 
was  very  bitter,  and  when  the  bill  for  its  incorpora- 
tion was  before  the  Legislature,  the  opponents  of 
the  project  made  strenuous  efforts  to  defeat  it.  It 
was  openly  charged  at  the  time  that  money  was 
used  by  both  friends  and  opponents  to  corrupt 
members  of  the  Legislature.  I'he  capitalists  inter- 
ested in  the  Bank  of  Albany  were  espcciall\-  opposed 
to  the  new  bank;  nor  did  their  opposition  cease 
after  it  was  incorporated  and  commenced  business; 
the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Albany  even  carrying 
their  spile  so  far  as  to  refuse  to  supply  the  new- 
bank  with  paper  on  which  to  print  their  first  notes. 

By  the  act  of  incorporation,  the  State  had  the 
right  to  subscribe  3,000  shares  in  this  bank.  It 
was  further  provided  that  the  Comptroller  should 
be  one  of  the  Directors. 

John  Tayler  continued  President  until  his  death 
in  1829.  He  was  succeeded  by  Francis  Bloodgood, 
who  died  in  1840,  the  last  survivor  of  the  original 
Board  of  Directors.  Kufus  H.  King  was  elected 
President  in  1S40,  and  remained  as  such  until  his 
death  in  1867.  He  was  succeeded  by  General 
Franklin  Townsend.  J.  Howard  King  was  elected 
President  in  1S74  and  still  retains  this  position. 
Mr.  Yates  died  in  1S28,  and  was  succeeded  as 
Cashier  by  his  son,  Richard  Yates,  whose  successor 
was  Aaron  D.  Patchin.  J.  B.  Plumb  succeeded 
Mr.  Patchin,  who  was  succeeded  by  John  PL  Van 
Antwerp.    The  present  Cashier  is  D.  W.  Wemple. 

In  1850  the  charter  of  the  bank  e.xpired,  when 
it  closed  up  its  business,  paying  back  to  its  stock- 
holders their  capital  wuh  a  handsome  surplus. 
Under  the  same  name,  with  new  articles  of  associa- 
tion, and  under  the  general  b;inking  laws  of  tlie 
State,  it  commenced  business  on  January  i,  1851. 
Nearly  all  the  old  stockholders  subscribed  for  equal 
amounts  in  the  new  association.  In  1849  the 
capital  of  this  bank  was  reduced  to  $369,000.  The 
new  bank  began  with  a  capital  of  $350,000,  and  at 
present  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

The  ?tlechanics'  and  Farmers'  Bank,  the  third 
bank  established  in  Albany,  was  incorporated  March 
4,  181 1,  and  opened  for  business  July  29,  181 1. 
By  the  act  of  incorporation,  the  following  were 
named  as  Director^:  Samuel  South  wick,  Benjamin 
Knower,  Elisha  Dorr,  Isaac  Denniston,  Benjamin 
Van  Benthuysen,  William  Prowler,  George  Mer- 
chant, Thomas  Livingston,  Giles  W.  Porter,  Will- 
^ard  Walker,  Walter  Weed,  Peter  Boyd,  Isaac  Hut- 
'ton,  Spencer  Stafford  and  John  Bryan.  This  bank 
was  chartered  ostensibly  for  the  benefit  of  the  me- 
chanics and  fiirmers  of  Albany  Countv,  and  its  char- 
ter provided  that  none  but  farmers  and  mechanics 
should  be  elected  as  bank  officers;  but  some  vears 
after,  application  was  made  to  the  Legi>lature  for 
an  amendment  to  the  cliarter,  so  as  to  authorize 
the  election  of  President  and  Directors  without  ref- 
erence to  the  pursuits  or  employments  in  which 
they  may  have  been  engaged.   'l1ie  banking-house 
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was  first  located  in  what  was  then  known  as  No.  f\ 
Court  street  (now  Broadway),  on  the  site  of  the 
present  Post-office  building.  The  building  n- iw 
occupied  by  this  bank,  on  the  nortiiea^t  corner  uf 
Stale  and  |ames  streets,  was  erected  a  few  years  ago. 

A  peculiar  feature  connected  with  the  early  his- 
tory of  this  bank,  and  by  the  stockholders  looked 
upon  with  suspicion,  was  the  fact  that  all  the  origi- 
nal directors  were  Democrats  in  their  political  sym- 
pathies. The  first  election  of  Directors  occurred 
June  I,  I  Si  2.  It  was  generally  understood  amtmg 
"the  stockholders,  for  some  time  preceding  this  elec- 
tion, diat  two  Federalists  would  be  chosen;  but 
whose  seats  should  be  vacated  for  their  admission 
was  not  so  easily  agreed  upon.  The  election 
opened  at  10  o'clock  at  Columbia  Plotel  in  Court 
street,  and  was  contined  to  a  late  hour  in  the  after- 
noon. It  was  a  warm  and  animated  contest,  and 
finally  resulted  in  the  election  of  the  original  Di- 
rectors with  the  exception  of  Spencer  Stafibrd  and 
John  Bryan,  who  were  superseded  by  Peter  Boyd 
and  Isaac  Hutton,  Federalists. 

The  first  President  was  Solomon  Southwick,  who 
filled  the  ofiice  until  18 13,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  Isaac  Hutton.  Isaac  Hutton  was  succeeded 
by  Benjamin  Knower  in  181 7,  who  remained  Pres- 
ident until  1S34,  when  financial  embarrassments 
having  caused  his  resignation,  he  was  succeed- 
ed by  Charles  E.  Dudley  as  President  pro  tern., 
P'ebruary  3,  1834.  At  the  election  in  June  of 
this  year,  Ezra  Ames  was  elected  President  and 
Charles  E.  Dudley,  Vice-President.  This  seems 
to  have  been  the  first  Vice-President  ever  elected  by 
this  bank.  FZzra  Ames  filled  the  office  of  President 
until  1836,  when  Thomas  W.  Olcott  having  re- 
signed the  office  of  Cashier,  was  elected  Presi- 
dent, which  ofiice  he  held  until  his  death  in 
1880.  As  a  Clerk,  Cashier  and  President  Mr. 
Thomas  W.  Olcott  had  been  connected  with  the 
bank  for  the  long  period  of  sixty-nine  years,  be- 
sides two  or  three  years  passed  in  the  Columbia 
Bank  of  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  a  period  of  time  almost 
beyond  parallel  in  this  country.  At  his  death,  in 
18S0,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Dudley,  who 
is  no.v  President.  There  is  no  record  of  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Vice-President  from  the  date  of  the 
death  of  Charles  E.  Dudley  in  1841,  until  1844, 
when  Samuel  S.  Fowler  was  chosen.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded bv  William  H.  DeWitt,  who  held  this  office 
until  January  i,  1853,  the  date  of  the  exftiration  of 
the  charter  of  the  old  Mechanics  and  Farmers' 
Bank.  From  this  period,  until  June,  1S65,  the 
bank  had  no  \'ice-President,  when  Mr.  Thomas 
Olcott,  resigning  the  position  of  Cashier,  was 
elected  Vice-President,  which  ofiice  he  held  until 
his  death  in  1873.  Prom  this  date  until  January 
I,  1879,  there  was  no  election  of  Vice-President, 
when  Dudley  Olcott  having  resigned  as  Cashier 
was  elected  to  that  ofiice.  He  held  it  until  March, 
18S0,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  John  J.  Olcott, 
who  now  holds  the  position. 

Goih^m  A.  Worth  was  the  first  Cashier,  which 
position  he  held  until  18 17,  when  he  resigned  to 
accept  the  ofiice  of  Cashier  of  the  Branch  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
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Thomas  \V.  Olcott  was  appointed  to  the  '.  acancy 
and  held  the  position  until  June  7,  1S36.  wlien  he 
was  succeeded  by  E.  E.  Kendrick.  E.  K.  Ken-  j 
drick  held  the  office  until  Februan-  23,  i?49, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  Thomas  Olcott,  who  re- 
signed the  position  in  June,  1865. 

Dudley  Olcott  was  his  successor  in  the  olfice, 
until  January  i,  1879,  when  he  was  succeed  by 
George  G.  Davidson. 

At  the  time  of  the  appointment  of  Thomas  W. 
Olcott  as  Cashier,  in  181 7,  the  bank's  capital  had 
become  impaired,  owing  to  the  financial  troubles 
growing  out  of  the  depression  following  the  close 
of  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain;  but  from  this 
date,  the  financial  history  of  die  bank  has  been 
one  of  unvarying  prosperity. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  dividends  paid  since 
the  organization  of  the  bank  is  $3,600,000,  which 
will  average  about  15  per  cent,  since  181 1,  be- 
sides a  surplus  of  $650,000  at  date.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  the  charter  of  the  old  bank,  January  i, 
1853,  the  stockholders  received  about  115  percent., 
besides  their  stock  in  the  new  bank,  which  was 
$350,000.  The  capital  of  the  old  bank  at  this 
date  was  $442,000,  divided  in  shares  of  $17  each. 

The  first  charter  of  this  bank  expired  in  1833 
and  was  renewed  for  twenty  years.  In  1S53,  upon 
the  expiration  of  its  second  charter,  it  closed  up 
its  affairs,  dividing,  besides  the  par  value  of  its 
stock,  fifty  per  cent,  surplus,  and  went  into  opera- 
tion again  with  its  same  officers. 

During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  it  again  wound 
up  its  affairs  and  came  under  the  National  Bank 
system,  which,  however,  it  abandoned  in  186S, 
and  is  now  doing  business  under  the  general 
banking  laws  of  the  State.  This  bank  has  been 
conducted  with  signal  ability  and  success. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Olcott,  by  general  consent,  was  the 
great  banker   of  Albany.     He  was  the   son  of 
Josiah  Olcott,  of  .Stratford,  Connecticut.   Born  at 
Hudson,  N.  Y. ,  INIay  22,  1795;  died  in  Albany, 
March  23,  18S0.     He  came  to  Albany  as  Clerk  in 
the  Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank  at  its  opening, 
July  29,  181 1,  and  continued  as  Cashier  from  July, 
1817;  as  President  from  June,  1836.     During  his 
long  career  as  a  banker — for  nearly  seventy  years — 
with  singular  devotion,  he  attained  a  reputation  as 
a  bank  financier  second  to  no  one  in  the  country, 
and  left  large  wealth  and  a  name  greatly  honored  for  | 
benevolent  deeds,  broad  public  spirit  and  exalted  i 
integrity.    In  1863  he  declined  a  flattering  offer  | 
from  President  Lincoln,  of  the  position  of  First  \ 
Comptroller  of  the  C:.irrency;  but  he  declined  all  | 
public  office  except  such  as  related  to  the  promo-  ! 
tion  of  education  or  other  local  interests.     He  ! 
leaves  one  daughter  and  five  sons:  Dudlev  and  j 
John  J.,  now  President  and  Vice-President  of  the 
Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank.  Frederick  P.,  late 
State  Comptroller;  and  Alexander  and  Theodore, 
of  Corning,  N.  Y. 

The  Commercial  Bank  of  Albany  is  another  of 
the  old  and  successful  financial  institutions  of  the  ' 
city.  The  first  movement  towards  its  incorporation 
was  made  November  19,  1823,  when  notice  was  \ 
given  by  Joseph  Alexander,  George  W.  Stanton,  I 


Alexander  Davidson,  and  David  E.  Gregory,  that 
an  application  would  be  made  to  the  Legislature 
for  the  incorporation  of  the  Commercial  Bank  of 
Albany,  with  a  capital  ot  $500,000. 

On  tiie  2 1  St  day  of  January,  1824,  a  bill  for  its 
incorporation,  to  expire  July  i,  1842,  was  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Banks  and  Insurance  Com- 
panies, and  passed  the  Assembly  January  29, 
1824,  but  was  defeated  in  the  Senate. 

The  following  year  the  apphcation  was  renewed, 
and  this  time  with  success,  for  the  bill,  granting  a 
charter  to  expire  July,  i.  1S45,  passed  both  branches 
of  the  Legislature  April  4th,  and  became  a  law 
April  i2th,  1825. 

I'he  capital  stock  was  fixed  at  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  divided  into  shares  of  twenty  dollars 
each. 

The  following  were  named  as  Commissioners  in 
the  bill,  and  constituted  the  first  Board  of  Directors. 
William  Walker,  Joshua  TulTs,  George  Stanton, 
Lewis  Benedict,  William  Cook,  David  E.  Gregory, 
Seth  Hastings,  Ira  Jenkins,  Joseph  Alexander, 
Robert  Gilchrist,  Richard  INIarvin,  John  Townsend, 
Asa  H.  Center. 

The  early  days  of  the  bank  were  not  peaceful. 
The  petition  for  its  incorporation  had  been  signed 
by  hundreds  of  men  of  small  means,  representing 
the  middle  classes,  who  urged  the  grant  of  a  charter 
on  the  ground  that  the  stock  of  the  three  existing 
banks  was  principally  held  by  men  who  had  re- 
tired from  business,  and  a  new  institution  would  be 
of  great  advantage  to  the  mercantile  and  manufac- 
turing interests  of  the  city. 

The  stock  books  having  been  opened  for  a  sub- 
scription of  $300,000  in  May,  1825,  they  were 
closed  after  three  days,  when  the  amount  sub- 
scribed was  found  10  be  $1,500,000.  The  stock 
not  having  been  distributed  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all  the  subscribers,  the  Commissioners  were  charged 
with  defeating  the  public  expectation,  and  indigna- 
tion was  aroused  to  such  an  extent,  that  a  public 
meeting  was  called  at  the  Capitol,  June  10, 1825. 

This  meeting  svas  largely  attended,  and  was  pre- 
sided over  by  Colonel  John  Stilwell.  No  action  seems 
to  have  been  taken  at  this  meeting  to  remedy  the 
supposed  unequal  distribution  of  the  stock,  but  in 
view  of  the  large  amount  of  surplus  capital  sought 
to  be  invested  in  bank  stock,  it  was  suggested  that 
it  might  be  expedient  to  apply  for  another  bank,  to 
which  the  subscription  of  any  individual  should  be 
strictly  limited  to  fifty  shares  of  twenty-five  dollars 
each. 

The  Directors  of  the  Bank  were,  for  a  time, 
enjoined  from  opening;  but  August  29,  1826,  the 
Chancellor  decided  that  the  bank  might  go  into 
operation  so  far  as  to  issue  bills  and  discount 
notes,  but  prohibited  any  transfer  of  stock,  or  mak- 
ing any  loan  or  pledges  on  stock. 

A  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  held  at 
Knickerbocker  Hall  on  the  evening  of  May  23, 
1S26.  at  which  all  the  Directors,  with  the  exception 
of  William  Cook,  were  present.  At  this  meeting 
the  Board'  was  organized  and  Joseph  .Alexander 
elected  President.  July  13,  1S26,  Henry  Bartow 
was  appointed  Cashier. 
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The  bank  began  business  September  5,  1S26, 
with  a  capital  of  $300,000,  and  cxmtinued  until  tlie 
expiration  of  its  charter,  on  July  i,  1845,  and 
under  an  extension  of  its  charter  until  July  i,  1847, 
when  it  was  reorganized  under  the  General  Bank- 
ing Law  of  the  State.  The  capital  stock  was  in- 
creased to  $500,000,  February  i,  1855. 

On  INIay  31,  1865,  the  bank  was  chartered  under 
the  Act  of  Congress  as  a  National  institution,  and 
was  reorganized  and  began  business  under  that 
act  August  I,  1865.  It  continued  under  this  char- 
ter for  twenty  years,  until  May  31,  1885,  when  an 
extension  of  the  charter  was  granted  to  May  31, 
1905. 

June  10,  1875,  the  capital  was  reduced  to 
$300,000,  shares  $ico  each,  the  amount  of  the 
reduction  being  paid  to  the  stockholders.  On  Jan- 
uary 13,  iSSo,  the  number  of  Directors  was  re- 
duced to  nine. 

]\Ir.  Alexander  was  succeeded  in  the  office  of 
President  by  the  following  persons,  who  were 
elected  at  the  dates  given:  John  Townsend,  June  7, 
1832;  John  L.  Schoolcraft,  August  31,  1854;  Ezra 
P.  Prentice,  June  13,  i860;  Robert  H.  Pruyn, 
November  24,  1S75;  Daniel  Manning,  March  4, 
1882;  Robert  C.  Pruyn,  May  23,  1885.  Vice- 
Presidents:  Seth  Hastings,  June  iS,  1836;  John 
L.  Schoolcraft,  October  28,  1S39;  Andrew  White, 
June  16,  1855.  The  death  of  Andrew  White,  in 
1857,  made  a  vacancy  in  the  office  until  the  elec- 
tion of  Robert  H.  Pruyn,  November  2,  1872;  Rob- 
ert L.  Johnson,  November  24,  1875;  Daniel  Man- 
ning, April  9,  18S1;  Robert  C.  Pruyn,  March  4, 
1882;  Nathan  B.  Perry,  February  28,  18S5. 

The  following  Cashiers  have  been  appointed  : 
Henry  Bartow,  July  13,  1826;  James  Taylor, 
November  2,  1835;  Andrew  White,  March  17, 
1854;  Powers  L.  Green,  June  16,  1855;  Visscher 
Ten  Eyck,  July  7,  1858;  Eliphalet  Wickes,  Au- 
gust II,  1862;  James  Martin,  February  24,  1866; 
Edward  A.  Groesbeck,  April  30,  1873. 

This  bank  has  been  the  depositary  of  the  State 
funds  during  the  greater  part  of  its  existence,  and 
continuously  fur  nearly  sixty  years,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  years,  when  the  Know-Nothing  parry 
was  in  power.  It  has  rendered  very  valuable  ser- 
vice to  the  State  in  the  safe  keeping  of  its  moneys, 
and  in  providing  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
various  departments  of  the  Government  when 
needed.  It  has  also  for  some  years  been  the  de- 
positary of  the  city  funds.  The  present  capital  is 
$300,000;  surplus  and  profit,  $510,000. 

The  bank  from  its  organization  has  occupied  its 
present  location  at  Nos.  38  and  40  State  street. 
Tiie  building  was  erected  in  18 16,  and  was  used  for 
some  years  as  the  Adeiphi  Hotel,  a  well-known 
establishment  in  those  days.  The  banking-rooms 
were  at  first  located  on  the  second  floor,  and  con- 
tinued there  until  the  remodeling  of  the  building 
in  1851,  when  the  addition  now  occupied  was 
built.  At  this  time  the  upper  storieo  of  the  front 
building  were  refitted  for  the  Young  Men's  Associ- 
ation and  the  lower  floor  turned  into  stores.  Pre- 
vious to  this  change  the  building  had  been  occupied 
by  the  Commercial  Bank,  and  the  Albany  Cil\'  and 


Canal  Banks.  The  building  was  refitted  in  1S76, 
and  the  banking-rooms  refurnished  and  improved. 

Canal  Bank. — This  institution  was  incorporated 
in  1S29,  with  a  capital  of  $300,000.  The  first 
Directors  were  John  T.  Norton,  Jeremiah  Clark, 
Edward  C.  Delavan,  Lyman  Root,  Israel  Smith, 
John  I.  Godfrey,  Aaron  Thorpe,  David  Wood, 
Henry  L.  Webb,  James  Goold,  Alexander  Marvin, 
Edwin  Croswell,  James  Porter,  Richard  V.  De 
Witt,  Lyman  Chapin. 

From  1829  to  1835  John  T.  Norton  was  Presi- 
dent. John  Keyes  Paige  succeeded  him,  who  a 
short  time  after  was  followed  by  Joseph  Rusiell. 
The  last  President  was  Robert  Hunter.  Theodore 
Olcott  was  the  first  and  only  Cashier  of  this  Bank. 

The  failure  of  this  bank  in  July,  184S,  was 
m.emorable  as  the  first  failure  of  a  banking  institu- 
tion in  Albany.  It  was  closed  by  order  of  the 
Comptroller,  and  a  commission  appointed  to  exam- 
ine into  the  affairs  of  the  bank.  At  the  time  sus- 
picions of  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  bank  officers 
were  entertained  by  the  people,  but  an  invesdgation 
failed  to  reveal  such  a  state  of  affairs. 

The  Albany  City  Bank  was  incorporated  April 
30,  1834,  with  a  capital  of  $500,000. 

The  Commissioners  were  :  Erastus  Corning, 
Chauncey  Humphrey,  ?^Ianin  Van  Alstyne,  John 
Knower,  Samuel  S.  Fowler,  John  L.  Schoolcraft, 
William  Seymour,  Peter  Wendell,  Garret  W. 
Ryckman,  Anthony  Blanchard,  William  Smith, 
j  Thomas  ]M.  Burt,  Albert  Gallup. 
!  The  bank  commenced  business  October  i,  1834, 
with  the  following  officers:  Erastus  Corning,  Pres- 
ident; Samuel  S.  Fowler,  Vice-President;  Watts 
Sherman,  Cashier. 

The  City  Bank  at  that  time  was  located  on  the 
south  side  of  State  street,  in  the  Commercial  Bank 
Building,  No.  38.  At  that  time  the  Commercial 
Bank  was  upstairs  on  the  second  floor.  The  stairs 
and  hall  divided  the  building.  The  City  Bank 
occupied  the  east  side;  the  Commercial  Bank  the 
west  side. 

Charles  L.   Garfield,   of  Troy,  was  appointed 
Clerk  in  October,  1836.    In  June,  1S37,  he  was 
!  appointed  Teller,  in  place  of  Moses  B.  Wright, 
j   resigned,  a  position  he  has  held  up  to  die  present 
time. 

j  About  1840  the  City  Bank  bought  from  Joel 
1  Rathbone  his  store,  47  State  street,  which  was  con- 
I  verted  into  a  bank  building.  It  was  then  the  fin- 
I  est  bank  building  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
]  Watts  Sherman  continued  as  Cashier  till  1847, 
I  when,  his  health  failing,  the  Directors  granted  him 
j  three  months  vacation  to  visit  Europe.  Henrv  L. 
[  Lansing,  late  Assistant-Cashier  of  the  Ontario  Bank, 
!  N.  v.,  took  his  place  during  his  absence.  Octo- 
ber, 1850,  John  V.  L.  Pruyn  was  elected  Vice- 
President 

July,  185 1,  Watts  Sherman  resigned  as  Cashier. 
Henry  H.  Martin  was  elected  in  his  place. 

In  1S57,  during  the  heavy  panic,  the  Albanv 
City  Bank  suspended  specie  payment,  but  not  until 
all  the  banks  in  New  York  City  had  suspended. 

The  Albany  City  Bank  charter  expired  January 
I,  1S64,  and  was  immdiately  reorganized  under 
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the  New  York  Slate  Banking  Laws,  with  the  same 
capital,  $500,000,  and  ilie  same  ollicers. 

Before  closing  the  new  .State  organization,  it  was 
resolved  by  the  lioard  of  Directors  to  pay  the 
stockholders  80  per  cent. — in  addition  to  their  regu- 
lar dividends  of  4  percent,  semi-annually — amount- 
ing to  four  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Forty  per 
cent,  payable  April  i,  1864;  twenty  per  cent,  pay- 
able October  i,  1864;  and  twenty  per  cent,  payable 
Octobler  I,  1865. 

June  I,  1865,  the  Albany  City  Bank  organized  as 
a  National  Bank  under  the  corporate  name  of  the 
Albany  City  XaUonal  Bank,  still  retaining  the 
same  officers  and  capital.  Ninety  thousand  dollars 
of  the  undivided  profits  of  the  old  Albany  City 
Bank  was  carried  as  a  surplus  fund  of  the  new 
National  Bank.  December,  1870,  Henry  H.  Mar- 
tin resigned  as  Cashier,  and  Amos  P.  Palmer  was 
elected  in  his  place.  By  the  death  of  P'rastus 
Coming,  April,  1872,  the  bank  lost  an  officer  of 
great  and  valuable  e.xperience,  and  to  whose  early 
care  and  labor  the  bank  is  largely  indebted  for  its 
success.  Plis  son  Erastus  was  elected  in  his  place 
as  President.  The  death  of  Ellis  Baker,  who  had 
been  connected  with  the  bank  for  thirty-five  years, 
occurred  March,  1873. 

In  March,  1873,  it  was  resolved  to  erect  a  new 
banking  house  on  the  same  ground,  47  State  street. 
E.  L.  Roberts,  an  architect  from  New  York,  fur- 
nished the  plans  for  the  present  bank  building, 
which  is  three  stories  high,  with  granite  front,  and 
one  of  the  finest  public  edifices  in  the  city.  Dur- 
ing its  building  the  bank  occupied  rooms  in  the 
Exchange  Building,  on  the  north  side  of  the  main 
floor. 

June,  1874,  the  bank  moved  into  the  new  build- 
ing. February,  1874,  the  Board  resolved  to  reduce 
i's  capital  from  5500,000  to  S3CO.&C0. 

The  death  of  John  V.  L.  Pruyn,  who  held  the 
office  of  Vice-President,  and  was  one  of  the  oldest 
officers  of  the  bank,  occurred  in  November,  1877. 
The  Hon.  Eli  Perry  was  elected  in  his  place. 

The  present  Board  of  Directors  consists  of  the 
following,  viz. :  Erastus  Coming,  George  H. 
Thacher,  A.  P.  Palmer,  Selden  E.  Marvin,  Amasa 
J.  Parker,  Robert  L.  Banks,  John  V.  L.  Pruyn, 
Jr.,  Amasa  J.  Parker,  Jr.,  Erastus  Corning,  Jr. 

The  Albany  Exchange  Bank  was  incorporated  in 
1838,  to  continue  for  662  years,  with  a  capital  of 
$311,  ICO,  privileged  to  increase  it  to  $iz,zcc,occ. 
It  was  among  the  earliest  associations  under  the 
General  Banking  Act  passed  in  April  of  tliat  year. 
Its  first  Board  of  Directors  was  composed  of  John 
Q.  Wilson,  who  was  elected  President,  George  \V. 
Stanton,  Alfred  Douglas,  Galen  Batchelder,  Fred- 
erick K.  Barnard,  Lansing  G.  Tavior,  lohn 
Thomas,  Robert  Hunter,  Oliver  .Steele,  Henry 
Greene,  John  M.  Newton,  James  McNaughton, 
Giles  Sanford,  Samuel  Stevens,  Robert  L.  Noyes. 
Soon  after  organization,  and  before  business  was 
commenced,  John  Q.  Wilson  and  Robert  Hunter 
resigned  as  Directors,  and  Ichabod  L.  Judson  and 
Gaylor  Sheldon  were  appointed  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cies. A  vacancy  thus  occurring  in  the  office  of 
President,  George  W.  Stanton  was  elected  Presi- 


dent, which  office  he  filled  until  his  death  in  April, 

1  The  early  history  of  this  bank  is  a  record  of  unfor- 

1  tunate  speculations.    Notably  was  the  purchase  of 

j  550,000  of  the  bonds  of  Arkansas,  which  proved 

:  worthless,  thus  rendering  one-sixth  of  the  actual 

j  capital  of  the  bank  wholly  unavailable  and  unjjro- 

I  ductive.   Besides  this  loss  much  money  was  lost  by 

j  other  bank  failures.    So  severely  had  the  bank  suf- 

I  fered  by  losses,  that  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War 

j  its  stock  was  offered  at  seventy  cents  on  the  dollar 

j  without  finding  buyers.     But  by  careful  manage- 

1  ment  on  the  part  of  its  officers,  they  managed  to 

']  carry  on  its  business,  and  when  the  affairs  of  the 

■  bank  were  wound  up  in    1865,   preparatory  to 

'  forming  a  National  Bank,  a  creditable  showing  of 
;  its  financial  affairs  was  made.  This  was  mainly 
;  accomplished  by  the  wise  efforts  of  C.  P.  Williams, 
I  the  present  President. 

i  Samuel  Pruyn  succeeded  Mr.  Stanton  as  Cashier, 
I  and  remained  in  this  position  until  a  National  Bank 
i  was  formed.  The  first  Cashier  of  this  Bank  was 
Noah  Lee,  who  was  succeeded  in  1853  by  James 
;  M.  Lovett,  who  in  turn  was  succeeded  by  Chaun- 
!  cey  P.  Williams. 

i  The  Exchange  Bank  closed  its  business  as  a 
State  association  January  31,  1865,  and  the  Na- 
:  tional  Exchange  Bank  of  Albany,  having  been 
I  organized  for  that  purpose,  succeeded  to  its  busi- 
;  ness,  and  has  done  a  prosperous  and  lucrative  bus- 
:  iness  ever  since.  Its  capital  is  $300,000.  Located 
1  at  450  Broadway. 

!  The  first  President  of  this  Bank  was  William 
Gould.  He  was  succeeded  by  Ichabod  L.  Judson, 
who  in  turn  was  followed  by  Chauncey  P.  Will- 
iams. Mr.  Williams  was  succeeded  by  Stephen 
H.  Alien.  In  1875,  Chauncey  P.Williams  became 
President,  and  has  most  acceptably  filled  this 
position  ever  since.  His  entire  connection  with 
the  banking  institutions  of  Albany  has  been  most 
creditable. 

The  first  Ca.shier  of  this  Bank  was  Chauncey  P. 
Williams.  In  1875,  Thomas  L.  Scott  was  Cashier 
until  his  death  in  1881,  when  he  was  succeeded 
;  by  Jonas  H.  Brooks,  the  present  Cashier. 

The  Merchants'  Bank  was  incorporated  January 

■  19,  1853,  under  the  general  banking  law,  with  a 
capital  of  $250,000.  The  first  Board  of  Directors 
was  composed  of  John  Tweddle,  Billings  P.  learned, 

;  Richard  Van  Rensselaer,  Matthew  J.  Hallenbeck, 
Gilbert  I .  Wilson,  Maurice  E.  Viele,  Henry  P. 

!  Pulling,  Joseph  N.  Bullock,  John  Sill. 

>      It  began  business  at  No.  59  State  street.  April 

!  7,  1853,  with  John  Tweddle,  President,  and  John 
.Sill,  Cashier. 

I  It  became  a  National  Bank  April  22,  1865,  and 
I  is  now  known  as  the  Merchani.s'  National  Bank. 
'  In  1869  it  removed  its  location  to  its  present  quar- 
ters, 458  Broadway.  In  1876,  Richard  Van  Rens- 
selaer became  President.  He  was  succeeded  by 
J.  Wilbur  TillinghasL  Nathan  D.  Wendell  was 
made  Cashier  in  1069,  and  was  succeeded  by  J. 
Irving  Wendell  in  I S74,   Present  capital,  S20C. coo. 

Union  Bank.  — 1  his  institution  was  first  organized 
under  the  general  banking  law  a^  thie  Bank  of  the 
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Union,  June  8,  1S53.  It  began  business  January 
I,  1854,  at  No.  35  ^tale  street,  with  a  capital  of 
$250,000.  'J'he  first  Board  of  Directors  was  com- 
posed of  Billings  P.  Learned,  Gilbert  C.  Davidson, 
William  N.  Strong,  (  liauncey  \'ibbnrd,  Amos  P. 
Palmer,  Charles  Coates.  George  H.  Thachcr,  Will- 
iam L.  Learned,  John  H.  Reynolds,  Daniel  D.  T. 
Charles,  Alfred  Wild,  Le  Roy  ^Nlowry  and  Adam 
Cottrell.  Billings  P.  Learned  was  the  first 
President  of  this  Bank,  holding  the  position  from 
the  date  of  its  organization  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  April  16,  1S84,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
his  son,  Billings  P.  Learned. 

Mr.  Learned  was  born  in  Norwich,  Connecti- 
cut, June  24,  1 813;  graduated  from  Yale  College 
in  1834;  studied  law  and  practiced  his  profession 
for  a  short  time  at  Lockport,  N.  Y. ,  but  soon  after 
abandoned  it  on  account  of  poor  health.  Lie  after- 
ward engaged  in  business  at  Troy  for  a  short  time, 
and  then  removed  to  Albany  and  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  stoves  with  George  H.  Thacher. 
When  the  Union  Bank  was  established  he  was  elect- 
ed its  President,  and  as  a  banker  was  known  and 
respected  for  integrity  and  upright  business  habits. 

John  F.  Batchelder  was  the  first  Cashier  of  this 
Bank,  until  he  resigned  in  1857,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  Adam  Van  Allen,  who  resigned  in 
1 86 1,  succeeded  by  Amos  P.  Palmer. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1865,  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Union  Bank  decided  to  abandon 
their  organization  under  the  State  law,  and  organ- 
ize under  the  National  Bank  Act;  and  ]March  8, 
1865,  it  was  authorized  to  continue  business,  under 
the  title  of  the  Union  National  Bank  of  Albany,  for 
twenty  years.  At  the  expiration  of  its  charter, 
March  8,  1885,  by  agreement  with  the  stockhold- 
ers, this  bank  was  satisfactorily  closed  and  its  affairs 
liquidated  in  full.  Shortly  after  its  organization  as 
a  National  Bank,  a  bank  building  was  erected  at 
No.  446  Broadway,  which  was  occupied  until  the 
expiration  of  its  charter.  The  last  Cashier  was 
James  C.  Cook,  who  held  this  position  from  1870. 

Bank  of  the  Capitol  was  incorporated  in  1853, 
and  went  into  operation  April  ist  of  this  year,  with 
a  capital  of  $300,000,  on  the  corner  of  State  and 
James  streets.  Its  first  Directors  were  Thomas 
Schuyler,  M.  H.  Read,  John  G,  White,  Adam  Van 
Allen,  A.  D.  Shepard,  James  Van  Nostrand,  Mat- 
thew Vassar,  Alfred  Noxon  and  Noah  Lee. 

The  first  President  was  Noah  Lee,  who  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Thomas  Schuyler,  who  was  followed  by 
John  G.  White.  Horatio  G.  Gilbert  was  its  first 
Cashier.  He  was  followed  by  John  Templeton. 
This  bank  failed  May  18,  1861,  when  Matthew  H. 
Read  was  appointed  receiver. 

National  Bank. — This  bank  went  into  operation 
in  1S56,  at  No.  53  State  street,  with  a  capital  of 
$600,000.  The  first  Directors  were  William  E. 
Bleccker,  Albion  Ransom,  James  C.  Kennedy, 
Richard  J.  Grant,  Samuel  W.  Burnett,  Charles  Ad- 
ams and  Robert  C.  Martin.  William  E.  Bleeckcr 
was  chosen  President,  and  Robert  C.  Martin.  Cash- 
ier. Both  of  these  officers  remained  in  their 
positions  until  the  failure  of  the  bank  May  23, 
1861,  being  the  last  of  the  four  Albany  banks  which 


failed  during  this  month.  James  Edwards  was  ap- 
jjuinted  receiver. 

The  Bank  of  the  Interior  was  incorporated  under 
the  general  banking  law  in  i857,and  went  into  oper- 

:  ation  at  No.  61  State  street  |uly  22tl  of  that  year, 
josiah  B.  Plumb,  its  principal  founder,  was  elected 
President,  and  John  F.  Batchelder,  Cashier,  both  of 
whom  were  in  office  when  the  bank  failed,  Mav  i, 
1861.    Orlando  Meads  was  made  receiver. 

The  First  National  Bank  of  Albany  was  organized 

>  January  2^,  1S64.  Commenced  business  at  its  pres- 
ent location,  Nos.  35  and  37  State  street,  February 
25,  1S64.  It  was  the  first  bank  in  Albany  organ- 
ized under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
came the  financial  agent  of  the  Government  for  the 

;  receiving  and  disbursing  of  its  funds  in  this  city  and 

,  vicinity. 

;      Thomas  Schuyler  was  its  first  President,  Adam 
j  Van  .'\llen  was  its  first  Cashier.     Its  first  Board  of 
Directors  were:  Thomas  Schuyler,  Garret  A.  Van 
,  Allen,  Matthew  H.  Read,  Charles  H.Adams.  Frank 
;  Chamberlain.     Its  capital  in  1884  was  $200,000; 
its  surplus,  $207,000.    Aggregate  amount  of  divi- 
dends paid  to  stockholders  since  its  organization  is 
$564, 130. 

■\Iatthew  H.  Read  was  President  from  1869  to 
his  death,  in  1883,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Adam 
Van  Allen,  who,  upon  his  death,  in  1S84,  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Garret  A.  Van  Allen.  Ledyard  Cogswell 
is  Cashier.  The  Directors  are:  Garret  A.  Van 
Allen,  Albert  Wing,  Jesse  C.  Potts,  J.  Townsend 
I  Lansing,  Joseph  W.  Russell. 

Hope  Bank  was  incorporated  under  the  general 
banking  law  of  the  State,  and  commenced  business 
at  the  corner  of  James  and  State  streets  in  1S63. 
Capital,  $100,000.  James  Hendrick  was  made 
President  and  William  Young,  Cashier.  It  was 
continued  under  these  officers  until  1S74,  when  it 
was  discontinued  and  its  stockholders  paid  in  full. 
It  was  succeeded  in  1874  by  the  Hope  Banking 
Company,  which  was  controlled  by  a  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. James  Hendrick  was  President  of  the  com- 
pany.    It  was  discontinued  in  1877. 

Albany  County  Bank. — This  institution  was  in- 
corporated under  the  State  banking  law,  and  com- 
menced business  May  15,  1871,  in  Tweddle  Hall 
Building.  Removed  to  present  building  January 
16,  1883.  Capital,  S2GO,oco.  Its  first  Board  of 
Directors  was  composed  of  Jacob  Learned,  B.  W. 
Wooster,  Theodore  D.  Smith,  A.  W.  Brumaghim, 
Royal  Bancroft,  Elvin  Taylor,  Francis  M.  Sill, 
Cornelius  Smith,  Joseph  ]\Iann,  Henry  A.  Fonda 
and  John  Templeton.  Jacob  Learned  was  Presi- 
dent from  1 87 1  to  1878,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  B.  W.  Wooster,  who  still  remains.  John  Tem- 
pleton has  been  its  only  Cashier. 

j  SAVINGS  BANKS. 

I  Albany  Savings  Bank. — In  1820.  \\'illiam  James, 

1  Charles  R.  Webster,  Jesse  Buel,  John  lownsend 

I  and  Jo.seph  Alexander  petitioned  the  Legislature  to 

!  be  made  a  corporate  body,  under  the  name  of  the 

j  Albany  Savings  Bank,  that  they  might  receive  on 

I  deposit  such  sums  of  money  as  migiit  be  offered  by 


.J 


53-1: 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


tradesmen,  mechanics  and  others.  An  act  of  in- 
corporation was  passed  March  25,  1820. 

The  first  othcers  designated  by  the  act  of  incor- 
poration, consisted  of  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
President;  William  James,  P^irst  Vice-President; 
Joseph  Alexander,  Second  Vice-President;  Jolm 
Townsend,  Third  Vice-President;  Charles  R.  Web- 
ster, Jesse  Buel,  Thomas  Russell.  Volkert  P.  Douw, 
William  Durant,  Douw  Fonda.  Simeon  DeWitt, 
Peter  Boyd,  ]ohn  Spencer,  John  L.  Winne,  Will- 
iam McHarg-,  Matthew  Gill,  Ilarmanus  Bleecker 
and  Sylvanus  P.  Jcrmain,  Managers,  none  of 
whom  received  directly  or  indirectly,  pay  for  their 
services.  The  first  meeting  of  these  oflicers  was 
held  May  16,  1820,  at  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
room,  when  Sylvanus  P.  Jermain  was  appointed 
Secretary;  and  a  short  time  after,  John  W.  Yates 
was  made  Treasurer. 

The  first  deposit  was  made  June  10,  1S20,  the 
money  being  received  at  the  New  York  State  Bank, 
with  which  the  Savings  Bank  had  made  arrange- 
ments for  the  safe  keeping  of  its  funds.  The  de- 
posits received  this  day  amounted  to  $527.  The 
first  depositor  was  Joseph  T.  Rice,  a  silversmith. 
The  arrangements  made  with  the  New  York  State 
Bank  continued  until  1828,  when  a  contract  was 
made  with  the  Commercial  Bank  to  keep  and  invest 
the  funds  of  the  Savings  Bank.  In  1S71  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Savings  Bank  was  conducted  in  the 
rooms  formerly  occupied  by  the  First  National 
Bank.  Its  present  elegant  building,  No.  89  State 
street,  was  erected  in  1874-75  and  first  occupied 
]\Iay  II,  1875. 

The  business  of  this  institution  has  been  con- 
ducted in  such  a  manner  as  to  gain  unbounded 
public  confidence.  The  amount  of  business  done 
has  been  steadily  on  the  increa.se.  In  the  second 
year  of  its  existence  $14,333  were  deposited,  repre- 
senting 297  depositors;  in  1849,  $707o95  ^^'^re  de- 
posited, mostly  in  sums  under  $100;  in  1874. 
$3,456,598;  and  on  the  ist  of  January,  1S85,  the 
deposits  in  the  bank  amounted  to  $8,237,161.03; 
the  assets,  $9,592,005.18. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  was  succeeeded  as  Presi- 
dent, in  1844,  by  John  Townsend:  in  1861,  by 
GarritY.  Lansing;  by  Harmon  Pumpelly,  in  1869; 
by  Henry  H.  Martin,  in  1882. 

John  W.  Yates  was  succeeded  as  Treasurer,  in 
1844,  by  James  Taylor;  by  Visscher  Ten  Eyck, 
1861;  James  Martin,  1S69;  Henry  H.  Martin,  1874; 
Theodore  Townsend  in  1882. 

The  Albany  City  Savings  Institution  was  incor- 
porated on  March  29,  1S50,  and  began  business, 
and  still  continues  it,  in  the  Albany  City  National 
Bank  Building,  47  State  street.  The  first  Trustees 
were  Erastus  Corning,  Sr.,  John  Taylor,  James 
Maher,  Lansing  Pruyn,  James  Kidd,  James  Mc- 
Naughton,  John  \ .  L.  Pruyn,  William  Humphrey, 
Watts  Sherman,  John  T.  Norton.  James  Goold, 
Samuel  Pruyn,  Plenry  H.  Martin,  John  Knower, 
John  McKnight,  William  Boardman.  John  G. 
White,  F.llis  Baker,  Christopher  W.  Bender  and 
Thomas  Noonan.  The  first  President  was  Erastus 
Corning,  Sr.,  who  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
Erastus  Corning.     Watts  Sherman  was  the  first 


Treasurer  of  this  Bank.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Henry  H.  ^lartin,  who  in  1S74  was  followed  by 
Amos  P.  Palmer.  The  present  Treasurer  is  Russell 
C.  Case.  The  amount  deposited  in  this  bank,  Jan- 
uary I,  18S5,  was  S2, 153,077. 57;  assets,  52,263,- 
542.76. 

The  Mechanics  and  Farmers'  .Savings  Bank  was 
incorporated  .-\pril  12,  1855,  and  commenced  busi- 
ness in  the  Mechanics'  and  Farmers'  Bank  Build- 
ing. Thomas  W.  Olcott  was  its  first  President. 
He  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Dudley  Olcott. 
Thomas  Olcott  and  Dudley  Olcott  have  both  been 
Secretaries  of  this  institution.  The  present  Secre- 
tary is  George  G.  Davidson.  The  amount  de- 
posited January  1,1885,  was  §  1 , 3 1  2,  588.05;  assets, 
51,536,089.62. 

The  Albany  Exchange  Savings  B.ank  was  incor- 
porated April,  1856,  and  commenced  business  at 
450  Broadway.    James  INIcNaughton  and  William 

G.  Thomas  have  been  Presidents  of  this  Bank. 
Isaac  A.  Chapman  is  the  present  President.  Joseph 
M.  Lovett  was  the  first  Treasurer.  Chauncey  P. 
Williams  was  elected  in  1869,  and  has  remained  in 
this  position  ever  since.  Amount  deposited  Janu- 
ary I,  18S5,  $712,612.56;  assets,  $820,519.52. 

The  Hope  Savings  Bank  commenced  business  in 
connection  with  the  Hope  Bank  in  1866,  and  con- 
tinued to  do  business  until  1877,  when  its  affairs 
were  settled  by  paying  its  depositors  in  full  and 
suspending  business.  Officers:  JohnTracey,  Pres- 
ident; B.  W.  Arnold  and  Hamilton  Harris,  Vice- 
Presidents;  William  A.  Young,  Treasurer. 

The  National  Savings  Bank  was  incorporated 
May  6,  1868,  and  commenced  business  at  No.  57 
State  street,  june  28,  1S69.  Its  first  President  was 
Erastus  Corning,  Sr.,  who  was  succeeded  by  John 

H.  Van  Antwerp  in  1872.  Albert  P.  Stevens  has 
been  7'reasurer  and  Secretary  ever  since  it  began 
operation.  Amount  deposited  January  i,  1S85, 
$3, 344,369.  71 ;  assets,  $4,022,172.87.  Presentlo- 
cation,  59  State  street. 

The  Home  Savings  Bank  was  incorporated  ]May 
10,  1871,  and  commenced  business  at  No.  4c 
State  street.  Its  first  President  was  William  White, 
who  was  succeeded  by  the  present  officer,  John  D. 
Capron.  Edmund  L.  Judson  is  Treasurer,  and 
William  Lacy,  Secretary.  Amount  deposited  Jan- 
uary 1, 1885,  $506,926.47;  assets,  $536,887.80. 

Albany  County  Savings  Bank  was  incorporated 
April  30.  1874,  and  commenced  business  in  the 
Albany  County  Bank  Building,  No.  71  State  street. 
James  H.  Pratt  was  its  first  President.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Jasper  Van  Wormer,  its  present  head 
otTicer.  Albert  V.  Benson  has  been  Secretary,  and 
John  Templeton,  Treasurer  of  this  Bank  ever  since 
its  organization,  .■\mount  deposited  January  i, 
1885,  $833,994.98;  assets,  ?9i6, 297.91. 

The  following  Albany  Savings  Banks  have  been  in- 
corporated at  the  dates  given,  but  either  failed  to 
commence  operations  or  continued  business  for  a 
short  period:  Albany  Dime  Savings  T5ank,  1854;  Six- 
pennv  Savings  Bank.  1854;  Mercantile  Savings 
Bank,  1 8  55;  and  the  L'nion  Savings  Bank,  1S55. 

Besides  the  incorporated  banking  institutions  of 
Albany,  a  number  ot  individuals  at  a  comparatively 
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early  date  conducletl  a  private  banking  and  broker- 
age business  in  Albany.  Amona  ilic  earliest  of 
these  private  bankers  were  Jacob  Evertsen,  George 
Jones,  Washburn  &  Co.,  William  Watson  &  Co., 
Thomas  Sc[uircs,  and  Chauncey  S.  Titus.  Prob- 
ably the  oldest  private  banker  now  doing  business 
in  Albany  is  Evert  Evertsen,  a  son  of  Jacob  Evert- 
sen,  who  commenced  business  in  1843.  Henry 
R.  Pierson  commenced  a  private  banking  and 
brokerage  business  in  Albany  in  1876,  in  the  Mu- 
seum Building.  ^lay,  18S0,  he  removed  to  38 
State  street.  In  18S3,  his  son,  Henry  R.  Pierson, 
Jr.,  became  a  partner,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Hcniy  R,  Pierson  &  Son. 

In  1872,  Babcock  &  Robinson  commenced  busi- 
ness. In  1 88 2  the  firm  was  changed  to  Robin- 
son &  Co. 

>  A  branch  ofiice  of  Spencer,  Trask  &  Co.  was 
established  here  in  iSSo,  on  the  corner  of  IMaiden 
lane  and  James  street.  In  1881  it  was  removed  to 
the  present  location,  corner  State  and  James.  The 
business  at  Albany  is  successfully  and  prudently 
conducted  by  George  J.  Peabody,  a  member  of 
the  firm. 

John  F.  Smyth  commenced  a  banking  and  bro- 
kerage business  here  in  1882;  he  failed  in  1884,  and 
was  succeeded  by  the  present  firm  of  I.  B.  New- 
comb  &  Co. 

ERASTUS  CORNING,  Sr. 

The  men  who  leave  the  strongest  and  most  en- 
during impressions  upon  the  times  in  which  they 
live,  are  those  w-ho  possess  indomitable  energy, 
courage,  and  what  may  be  called  will-force,  the 
central  power,  giving  strength  and  propulsion  to 
character. 

"We  ofien  over-estimate  the  value  of  talent, 
because  it  dazzles  us  and  obscures  its  weakness. 
We  are  apt  to  underrate  the  importance  of  will- 
power and  exertion,  because  their  works  are  less 
shining.  Brilliant  talents  gracefully  adorn  life,  but 
it  is  will,  energy,  enterprise,  and  plain,  practica- 
bility, without  which  apparatus  of  books,  teach- 
ers, criticism,  ancient  language  and  literature  are 
of  little  moment.  Resolution  to  work,  love  of 
work,  and  ability  to  work  are  substitutes  to  every- 
thing except  genius;  they  are,  indeed,  the  rival  of 
genius." 

These  remarks  apply  with  great  force  to  the  char- 
acter and  career  of  Erastus  Corning,  who,  with  the 
possession  of  qualities  we  have  described,  rose  to 
the  front  rank  of  distinguished  men  of  the  State  of 
New  York. 

He  also  possessed  a  practical  mind,  which  gave 
success  to  great  financial  schemes,  to  public  im- 
provements, and  to  large  mechanical  interests. 
Many  of  these  interests  hear  the  impress  of  his 
mind,  and  it  can  well  be  said  that  he  has  left  upon 
the  City  of  Albany  impressions  of  his  public  spirit 
and  influence  that  perpetuates  his  name  and  fame, 
as  visibly  as  did  the  public  spirit  and  energv  of 
Pericles  on  his  native  city,  Athens. 

Mr.  Corning  inherited  his  sterling  mental  and 
physical  qualities  from  a  stalwart  English  ancestry, 


who  trace  their  genealogy  far  back  in  English  his- 
tory. Corning,  originally  spelled  De  Cornu,  is  a 
striking  example  of  obtaining  f^imily  names  from 
trade,  pursuit,  or  some  special  gift.  The  name, 
originally  French,  De  Cornu,  was  acquired  from 
the  horn  C)f  the  hunter,  as  the  origin  of  the  familv 
was  a  famous  hunter.  After  the  edict  of  Nantes 
the  De  Cornus,  with  many  ancient  flimilies,  were 
compelled  to  leave  the  country  and  seek  refuse, 
some  in  Holland,  some  in  England.  Of  the  De 
Cornus  who  went  to  England,  some  dropped  the 
French  prefix  De,  calling  themselves  Cornus, 
which,  by  a  very  easy  transition,  became  Corning. 
This  is  proven  by  many  things,  one  of  the  strongest 
being  the  horn  of  the  hunter  counterchanged  on 
the  shield,  divided  per  fess,  or  and  gules,  with 
the  motto  Crede  Cornu.  as  their  arms,  thus  proving 
a  common  descent. 

Some  of  the  Corning  flimily  entered  ardently 
into  the  support  of  Cromwell,  and,  after  the  Com- 
monwealth was  overthrown,  one  of  the  family  most 
distinguished  in  its  support  was  compelled  to  fl«c 
to  America  to  avoid  the  vengeance  of  Charles  II, 
and  settled  near  Boston.  He  was  the  progenitor 
of  the  Corning  family  in  America.  From  him 
Samuel  Corning,  of  Beverly,  Mass.,  was  a  direct 
descendant.  He  was  a  man  of  large  influence  and 
distinction,  as  appears  by  the  records  of  Beverlv 
as  far  back  as  1641.  Fle  was  one  of  those  vigorous 
and  intelligent  persons  for  whom  ^lassachussetts  has 
ever  been  celebrated.  The  father  of  Erasius  Corn- 
ing was  Bliss  Corning,  born  in  1765,  at  Preston, 
Conn.  He  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Samuel 
Corning,  inheriting  all  those  virtues  which  charac- 
terized his  ancestor. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Bliss  Corning  was  born  at 
that  period  of  American  history,  amid  those  popu- 
lar storms  which  were  the  preludes  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  When  the  stirring  scenes  of  Concord 
and  Lexington  awoke  the  colonies  to  a  sense  of  the 
great  struggle  before  them,  the  deepest  patriotic 
ardor  was  aroused  in  Bliss  Corning.  He  was  then 
too  young  to  join  his  countrymen  in  the  conflict  for 
freedom,  but  before  four  years  of  it  were  over  he 
became  a  soldier  in  the  Continental  army,  in  which 
he  manfully  served  during  the  remainder  of  the 
war.  How  valiantly  and  faithfully  he  served  his 
country  is  evinced  by  the  fact  that  a  generous  pen- 
sion was  assigned  him,  which  he  received  down  to 
the  time  of  his  death, 
i  Soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  united  by 
marriage  to  Miss  Lucinda  Smith.  The  family  of 
Miss  Smith  was  of  the  highest  respectabi^lity  ;  her 
father  and  two  of  her  brothers  serveti  with  distinc- 
tion in  the  Continental  army. 

Not  long  after  the  marriage  of  Bliss  Corning,  he 
removed  to  Norwich,  Conn.,  where,  on  December 
14,  1794,  his  son  Erastus,  whose  biography  we  arc 
i  tracing,  was  born.  He  was  one  of  eleven  children 
I  born  to  his  father  and'moifier. 
I  When  Erastus  was  thirteen  years  of  age  his 
j  father  removed  to  Chatham,  and  there  devoted  him- 
I  self  to  agricultural  pursuits.  The  boy  began  his 
j  rudimentary  education  at  Xcirwich,  Conn.  One  of 
i  his  last  teachers  here  was  Peleliah  Perit,  who  after- 
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ward  rose  to  distinction  in  the  commercial  circles 
of  New  York,  and  who,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was 
President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  that  city. 

After  his  removal  to  Chatham,  the  only  institu- 
tion of  learning  within  the  reach  of  young  Corning 
was  the  common  district  school.  In  it,  under  the 
instruction  of  excellent  teachers,  he  made  the  best 
use  of  his  advantages,  acquiring  an  excellent  prac- 
tical business  education. 

It  soon  became  evident  to  his  father  that  Krastus 
possessed  a  mind  of  uncommon  business  energy, 
and  that  it  took  the  direction  of  mercantile  pursuits. 
Fortunate  advantages  presented  themselves  for  the 
gratification  of  his  ambition.  While  at  school  in 
Chatham,  his  uncle,  Benjamin  Smith,  was  a  promi- 
nent hardware  and  iron  merchant  at  Troy,  N.  Y. , 
doing  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Hart  & 
Smith. 

I\Ir.  Smith's  intuitive  knowledge  of  character  saw 
the  promising  business  qualities  of  his  nephew,  and 
solicited  his  father  to  permit  him  to  become  a  clerk 
in  his  establishment.  After  the  young  man's  edu- 
cation was  sufficiently  advanced,  the  father  con- 
sented, and  Erastus  Corning  became  a  clerk  in  the 
firm  of  Hart  &  Smith. 

Both  members  of  this  firm  were  leading  citizens 
of  Troy,  and  his  uncle  held  many  important  official 
positions  in  its  government.  Few  young  men, 
therefore,  ever  had  a  more  useful,  or  more  exem- 
plary guide  for  a  successful  business  education  than 
young  Corning  had  in  his  uncle. 

When  he  first  entered  the  employ  of  this  firm  it 
was  his  business  to  clean  lamps,  sweep  the  store, 
remove  and  replace  the  shutters,  sleeping  on  a 
bunk  in  the  store.  His  employers  at  first  feared 
that  on  account  of  his  lameness — being  then  com- 
pelled to  use  crutches — he  would  not  be  useful  in 
the  store.  He  soon  taught  them  their  error.  From 
the  position  we  have  described  he  worked  himself 
up  to  great  usefulness  and  a  conspicuous  place,  and 
finally  to  a  fortune.  While  at  Troy,  his  uncle,  Mr. 
Smith,  gave  him  permission  to  keep  a  box  of 
oranges  and  lemons  on  the  front  steps  for  sale,  and 
retain  the  proceeds  of  the  sales.  As  he  received 
the  fruit  from  New  Yor.;  by  sloop,  he  managed  to 
secure  a  small  income. 

While  in  this  establishment  he  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  his  great  fortune,  exhibiting  there  the  same 
untiring  energy  and  straightforward  integrity  which 
characterized  him  through  life.  With  quiet  per- 
sistence he  began  acquiring  that  knowledge  of  men 
and  books  that  in  after  life  became  so  conspicuous 
in  him.  Constantly  engaged  by  day  in  the  busy 
scenes  of  mercantile  life,  clear  headed  and  clean, 
he  devoted  himself  to  the  interest  of  his  employers. 
When"  the  busy  hours  of  the  day  were  over,  books 
from  the  libraries  gave  him  their  richest  treasures. 
How  usefully  to  himself  and  the  public  he  subse- 
quently used  these  treasures  will  be  seen. 

It  was  while  wiih  his  uncle  that  young  Cornini; 
formed  his  political  opinions,  favoring  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  These  opinions  were  strengthened  by 
his  own  convictions  as  he  advanced  in  years,  and 
to  which  he  firmly  adhered  during  life,  rendering 
him  a  power  in  the  political  field,  ever  acting  boldly 


j  and  conscientiously  up  to  his  convictions.  With 
I  him  the  Jelfersonian  creed,  "Is  he  honest.'  Is  he 
I  capable.'''  were  the  cardinal  principles  he  demanded 
in  office  holders. 

When  the  war  of  1S12  broke  out,  the  firm  ot 
Hart  k  Smith  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Hart  continuing 
i  the  business,  young  Corning  remaining  with  him. 
1  At  length,  desiring  a  larger  sphere  of  acuon,  more 
commensurate  with  his  abilities,  in  1822  he  dis- 
!  solved  his  relations  with  Mr.   Hart  and  accepted 
!  the  position  of  confidential  clerk  in  the  large  hard- 
{  ware  firm  of  John  A.  Spencer  &  Co.,  of  Albany, 
!  N.  Y.    The  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  firm  in 
I  young  Corning  increased,  and  at  the  end  of  two 
!  years  he  was  admitted  as  a  member  of  the  firm, 
j  Then  came  his  first  real  business  responsibilities; 
the  competitions  of  trade;  the  exercise  of  energies 
bringing  substantial  rewards;  the  contest  for  greater 
success,  while  holding  securely  those  already  at- 
i  tained,  resulting  in  the  control  and  power  which 
made  him  a  recognized  leader,  not  only  in  his 
!  adopted  city,  but  in  the  great  State  he  loved  so  well, 
!  and  whose  interest  he  so  strongly  subserved.  Few 
j  young  men  ever  as->imilated  themselves  so  easily  to 
I  the  details  of  business  as  did  Mr.  Corning  ;  few 
I  were  more  evenly  balanced,   under  the  sudden 
emergencies  and  vicissitudes  of  the  commercial 
world  than  he  ;  if  the  tide  was  against  him,  he 
breasted  it  courageously  and  hopefully  ;  if  in  his 
favor,  he  was  calm  and  complacent. 

Erastus  Corning  did  not  drift  into  commercial 
success  and  high  positions  ;  he  earned  them  by 
the  exercise  of  extraordinary  ability  and  energetic 
j  exertions.     His  history,  therefore,  presents  an  im- 
pressive example  of  what  unaided  efl'orts  may  ob- 
tain in  this  country,  so  full  of  rivalry  and  personal 
achievements.    When  he  became  a  resident  of  Al- 
bany it  was  a  comparatively  small  town,  though 
even  then  the  center  which  radiated  much  influence 
throughout  the  State,   and  somewhat  great  and 
commanding  influences  throughout  the  nation.  In 
I  plainer  language,  it  was  just  the  place  for  him, 
1  and  he  was  just  the  man  for  the  place.  Here, 
!  where  legislators,  statesmen  and  jurists  assembled 
i  and  reasoneii;  here,  where  legislative  and  executi\e 
!  wisdom  and  judicial  learning  showed  its  influence, 
j  was  the  place  for  the  vigorous,  athletic,  original 
mind  of  Corning  to  apply  itself  to  the  commercial, 
i  financial   and  business  development  of  the  city. 
1  There  was,  therefore,  a  reciprocity  of  interest  be- 
i  tween  the  city  and  himself 

Before  Mr.  Coming's  death  the  city  had  more 
I  than  doul  le  its  population,  and  had  become  the 
i  center  of  large  commercial  interests,  of  extensive 
railroad  facilities  and  other  great  public  improve- 
i  ments,  largely  the  result  of  his  enterprise  and  in- 
i  fluence.     Is  it   not  natural,   tlien,   that  Albany 
j  should  venerate  the  memory  of  her  large-hearted, 
\  energetic  and  gifted   citizen,   always  a  watcliful 
'  guardian  of  her  interests  .'   Is  it  not  also  natural  that 
the  State  itself,  whose  interests  were  advanced  and 
enlarged  by  him,  should  share  in  this  veneration.' 
I      It  would,  perhaps,  be  the  work  of  supererogation 
to  describe  in  detail  his  extended  and  varied  career ; 
I  but  justice  demands  that  we  give  some  attention  to  it. 
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Mr.  Corning  remained  in  the  hardware  and  iron 
business  for  nearly  half  a  century.  During  tliaL  time 
he  had  several  parlncrs  ;  among  these  was  Mr. 
John  T.  Norton,  with  whom  he  purchased  the 
rolling  mill  at  Troy,  N.  Y.,  a  successful  adventure, 
its  success  being  accelerated  by  the  lapse  of  time. 
At  the  expiration  of  four  years  Mr.  Norton  retired 
from  the  firm.  The  succeeding  members  of  this 
firm  were  James  Horner,  Gilbert  C.  Davidson,  John 
F.  Winslow-  and  his  son,  Erastus  Corning,  Jr. 

Through  all  the  changes  of  succeeding  partners 
the  firm  bore  the  name  of  Corning  &  Company. 
After  rivaling  in  importance  ail  other  establish- 
ments in  the  country,  it  rose  by  the  extent  of  its 
transactions  and  its  wealth  superior  to  all  others. 
Though  all  its  business  was  under  the  supervision 
of  Mr.  Corning,  the  details  of  it  were  attended  to  by 
his  partners  and  clerks.  One  of  the  strong  features 
in  the  character  of  ]Mr.  Corning  was  the  keen 
sagacity  with  which  he  read  men  and  balanced 
their  capacity  and  characteristics.  This  he  applied 
successfully  in  his  selections  of  partners  and  his 
subordinates  ;  in  this  manner  all  his  great  business 
enterprises  moved  on  without  friction,  without  those 
jealousies  and  personal  conceits  which  too  often  i 
mar  and  interrupt  the  operations  of  extensive  busi-  j 
ness  afiairs.  In  a  word,  'Sir.  Corning  knew  the 
men  he  called  about  him,  and  he  knew  how  to 
place  each  man  in  his  natural  and  appropriate 
sphere.  This  gave  him  opportunity  for  the  exer- 
tion of  his  abilities  in  other  important  enterprises, 
which  soon  extended  not  only  in  various  pans  of 
this  State,  but  into  other  States. 

We  have  said  it  was  a  fortunate  circumstance  for 
him  and  for  Albany  that  he  made  that  city  his 
home.    As  the  house  of  Corning  &  Company  was 
growing  in  importance  and  wealth,  the  day  of  rail-  I 
roads  began  to  dawn  over  the  country.    These  im-  | 
provements  found  in  the  strong,  adventurous  pub-  ! 
lie  spirit  of  Erastus  Coming  a  powerful  assistant,  \ 
and  he  embarked  largely  in  their  construction  and  i 
management.     He  invested  his  means  largely  in 
them  and  became  an  extensive  stockholder  and 
director  in  a  number  of  the  leading  lines  in  the 
country. 

In  1 83 1,  when  railroad  projects  were  considered 
little  more  than  "the  stuff  which  dreams  are  made  ; 
of,"  he  was  one  of  the  projectors  of  the  Mohawk  i 
and  Hudson  River  road,  completed  three  years 
later.  | 

The  connection  of  Erastus  Corning  with  the  j 
railroad  interest  of  the  country  may  be  briefly  j 
stated  as  follows  :  j 

He  was  one  of  the  commissioners  for  organizing  I 
the  Utica  and  Schenectady  Railroad  Company ;  ! 
.its  President  from  its  organization  till  1S54,  when  \ 
it  was  consolidated  with  the  roads  between  Albany  < 
and  Buff'alo.    This  arrangement  was  effected  with 
great  difficulty  and    against    much   opposition  ; 
but  the  rapidly  increasing  business  of  the  railroads 
demanded  it.  and  it  found   in  ]Mr.  Corning  a  : 
warm  and  able  advocate.  j 

When  the  Erie  l\ailway  was  completed  to  Lake  j 
Erie,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Central  had  finished  its  ! 
track,  it  was  apparent  that  the  several  companies 
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wliich  afterward  composed  the  New  York  Central, 
and  which  were  operating  under  dis'.rict  organiza- 
tions, could  not  successfully  compete  with  those 
great  lines,  unless  they  were  consolidated  and 
managed  by  one  controlling  mind.  Hence  a  con- 
solidation was  effected  in  1854,  under  the  name  of 
the  New  York  Central,  and  it  found  in  Erastus 
Corning  a  controlling  mind.  On  its  consolidation 
he  was  elected  President  of  the  road,  discharging 
the  duties  of  that  important  position  until  1S65, 
when  he  resigned.  In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Corn- 
ing had  gained  a  national  fame  as  a  railroad  man- 
ager. When  the  project  of  constructing  the  famous 
St.  Marie  Ship  Canal,  now  connecting  Lake  Supe- 
rior with  the  great  chain  of  lakes,  terminating  with 
Ontario,  was  committed  to  a  company  and  the 
contract  for  constructing  it  awarded,  Mr.  Corning 
became  President  of  the  Company.  Associated 
with  him  in  this  enterprise  was  J.  W.  Brooks,  then 
Superintendent  of  the  ^Michigan  Central  Railroad, 
one  of  the  ablest  and  most  distinguished  railroad 
men  of  the  time. 

The  work  which  involved  the  construction  of  a 
Canal  around  the  Falls  of  the  River  St.  Marie  was 
rapidly  pushed  to  a  successful  completion,  proving 
an  important  auxiliary  to  the  commerce  of  the 
lakes,  aiding  largely  in  the  development  of  the 
rich  mining  interests  of  Lake  Superior.  It  was  to 
the  ample  resources  and  comprehensive  mind  of 
Mr.  Corning  that  the  early  completion  of  the  Mich- 
igan Central  Railroad  was  principally  due.  This 
road,  one  of  the  most  important  links  in  the  great 
line  of  railways  connecting  the  Atlantic  with  the 
Pacific,  was  undertaken  by  the  State  of  Michigan, 
but  when  completed  as  far  as  Kalamazoo,  was 
brought  to  a  standstill  for  want  of  means. 

At  this  juncture  Mr.  Corning,  with  iMr.  D.  D. 
Williams,  of  the  Farmers'  Loan  and  Trust  Com- 
pany, and  his  former  business  associate,  J.  W. 
Brooks,  took  an  assignment  of  the  road  from  the 
State  and  completed  it  with  great  rapidity.  i\Ir. 
Corning  became  a  large  stockholder  in  this  road, 
and  one  of  its  Directors.  Fie  was  also  a  Director 
of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  and  Quincv  Rail- 
road, of  which  he  was  one  of  the  originators. 

Wo  have  thus  seen  that  he  may,  without  affecta- 
tion, in  its  literal  sense  be  called  a  railroad  mag- 
nate. 

We  have  already  referred  to  Mr.  Coming's  polit- 
ical sentiments,  and  to  his  connection  with  the 
Democratic  party. 

It  would  be  impossible  for  a  man  situated  as  he 
was  during  his  active  bus'ness  career,  to  avoid  the 
political  arena.  He  was  never  the  mere  politi- 
cian, the  man  of  present  or  ephemeral  policv:  a 
mere  party  manager,  using  the  platitudes  of  the 
partisan  for  his  own  ambitious  desires.  The  same 
enlightened,  far-seeing  qualities  that  governed  his 
business  relations  was  the  motor  of  his  political 
life. 

He  believed  in  the  necessity  of  vigorous  polit- 
ical action,  and  the  necessity  of  organized  parties: 
he  felt  that  skill  in  j)arty  organization  was  an 
acquirement  dangerous  to  the  public  will,  unless 
accompanied  by  a  high  sense  of  honor  and  an 
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unselfish  devotion  to  the  welfare  of  the  country. 
Though  inflexibly  devoted  to  his  party,  he  never 
wavered  in  his  hostility  to  an  institution  or  to 
measures  which,  in  his  view,  were  violations  of 
human  riphts  of  honor  and  probity.  He  never 
permitted  himself  to  cherish  any  bitterness  of  feel- 
ings, even  when  party  strife  was  the  highest  and 
most  bitter;  when  high  and  great  principles  were  at 
stake,  he  forgot  the  politician  and  the  partisan  in 
the  remembrance  that  he  was  a  citizen  of  a 
republic,  a  man  and  a  Christian.  So  it  happened 
that  when  he  came  to  die,  he  left  no  personal  or 
political  enemy,  but  was  at  peace  with  all  man- 
kind. 

It  was  not  till  1828  that  Mr.  Corning  entered 
public  life.  He  was  that  year,  with  great  unanim- 
itv,  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of 
the  City  of  Albany,  being  re-elected  to  that  office 
for  several  years.  In  1834  he  was  chosen  iSIayor 
of  the  City  by  the  Common  Council,  serving  by  re- 
election till  1837.  The  manner  in  which  Mr. 
Corning  discharged  the  duties  of  Chief  ^lagistrate 
of  the  City  of  Albany  has  passed  into  history, 
which  enrolls  his  name  honorably  on  the  long  list 
of  the  honored  names  who  have  presided  in  the  ex- 
ecutive chair  of  this  ancient  city.  His  address  on  as- 
suming the  duties  of  his  office,  January  i,  1836,  was 
particularly  distinguished  for  its  elevated  and  states- 
manlike views  in  regard  to  the  railroad  interests  of 
the  city;  and  in  regard  to  the  duties  of  the  co-or- 
dinate branches  of  the  city  government,  it  was 
especially  comprehensive  and  practical.  Finally, 
the  whole  message  written  to  meet  the  particular 
exigencies  of  the  times,  was  regarded  as  a  business- 
like, able  and  dignified  document. 

In  1 833  he  was  elected  a  Regent  of  the  University, 
and  subsequently  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  Board. 

In  the  fall  of  1841,  iVIr.  Corning  was  elected  to 
the  State  Senate  from  the  Third  Senatorial  District, 
which  consisted  of  the  Counties  of  Albany,  Co- 
lumbia, Greene,  Schenectady,  Schoharie  and  Dela- 
ware. His  district  colleagues  were  Alonzo  C. 
Paige,  of  Schenectady;  Erastiis  Root,  of  Delaware, 
and  Henry  W.  Strong,  of  Troy.  During  all  his 
senatorial  career  his  colleagues  were  the  ablest 
men  in  the  district,  and  the  history  of  that  career 
ranks  him  as  the  peer  not  only  of  his  colleagues, 
but  of  the  most  distinguished  member  in  the 
Senate.  The  difterences  in  men  are  rarely  to  be 
measured  by  their  differences  in  purely  intellectual 
endowments;  they  consist  more  commonly  in  the 
differences  in  zeal,  physical  and  mental  energy, 
perseverance,  devotion  to  duty  to  friends  and 
country,  pride  of  success,  love  of  honor,  self- 
respect,  and  a  desire  to  do  good.  That  Mr.  Corn- 
ing, in  the  discharge  of  his  legislative  duties, 
possessed  most,  if  not  all,  these  endowments,  is 
exhibited  indubitably  by  the  records  of  the  parlia- 
mentary body  in  which  he  served. 

He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic  National 
Conventions  held  in  Baltimore  in  1848  and  1852. 
At  the  latter  he  was  President  of  the  New  York 
delegation. 

It  needs  no  other  comment  upon  the  estimate 
which  the  public  placed  upon  his  public  services 


than  the  fact  that  they  opened  the  way  for  his  nom- 
ination and  election  in, the  fall  of  1856,  as  a  repre- 
sentative in  Congress  from  the  Fourteenth  Con- 
gressional District  of  the  State.  He  took  his  seat 
December  7,  1857,  serving  until  the  close  of  the 
33th  Congress,  ]March  3,  1S59.  During  this  term  he 
rendered  important  services  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  and  on  Naval  AlTairs.  In 
1 86 1  lie  was  returned  to  Congress,  and  was  re- 
elected the  following  term,  thus  serving  in  the 
35th,  37th  and  38th  Congresses.  The  two  last 
were  known  as  the  "  U'ar  Congresses." 

He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Peace  Convention  held 
in  Washington,  February,  1861.  His  experience 
in  legislative  bodies,  his  high  reputation  for  sound 
sense  and  discrimination,  gave  him  a  prominent 
position  in  this  body.  With  other  eminent  members 
he  was  in  favor  of  making  honorable  concessions 
to  the  South;  but,  when  another  policy  prevailed, 
he  gave  his  influence,  his  means,  and  his  every 
exertion  to  the  task  of  preserving  the  Union. 

He  was  a  Democrat — every  inch  a  Democrat — 
and  yet  the  words  of  the  great  expounder  of  the 
Constitution,  "The  Union  now  and  forever;  one 
and  inseparable,"  guided  him  in  his  congressional 
career,  and  he  gave  his  voice  and  influence  in  sus- 
taining the  authority  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
supremacy  of  the  law.  He  saw  that  Constitution 
and  those  laws  vindicated;  he  saw  those  "who 
rashly  took  the  sword  punished  by  the  sword;  he 
saw  the  nation  filled  with  the  largest  views  of  in- 
tense nationality,  and  rejoiced  that  the  heart  of  the 
nation  beat  and  throbbed  in  a  united  body  politic. " 

On  February  5,  1833,  Mr.  Corning  was  ap- 
pointed a  Regent  of  the  University,  a  position  he 
held  until  his  death.  On  April  21,  187c,  he  was 
elected  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  Board  of  Regents. 
It  will  be  seen  that  he  served  on  the  Board  ol 
Regents  for  the  period  of  thirty-nine  years. 

In  his  second  and  third  terms  in  Congress,  he 
served  on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
"The  great  problem  before  the  country  at  that 
time,  the  solution  of  which  devolved  upon  this 
conmiittee,  was  to  provide  a  circulating  medium 
equal  to  the  financial  necessities  of  the  counti}. " 
]Mr.  Coining's  experience  in  monetary  atTairs  had 
not  been  extensive,  but  they  had  been  intimate.  In 
1833  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  New 
York  State  Bank,  but  retired  from  that  position 
the  following  year  to  accept  the  presidency  of  the 
Albany  City  Bank,  which  he  retained  through  life. 
Fie  was,  therefore,  well  acquainted  with  finance, 
and  brought  to  the  deliberations  of  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  a  mature  judgment  which  largely 
aided  in  the  .solution  of  the  difiiculties  presented, 
providing  a  circulating  medium  for  the  country. 

Mr.  Corning  resigned  his  seat  in  the  House  at 
the  opening  of  the  .Second  Session  of  the  38th 
Congicss,  determined  to  withdraw  from  public  life; 
but  he  was  induced  to  accept  the  position  as  a  del- 
egate to  the  Constitutional  Convention,  which  met 
at  Albany,  June,  1867.  His  colleagues  were  Wm. 
Cassidy,  Amasa  J.  Parker,  and  James  Roy.  His 
legislative  experience,  his  mastery  of  public  affairs, 
and  well-tried  capacity  rendered  him  one  of  the 
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most  valuable  members  of  tliat  body.     In  private  i 
life,  those  who  knew  Mr.  Corninir  best  felt  for  him  i 
tlie  sincerest  affection.  i 
At  the  age  of  twcnty-five  he  was  united  in  mar-  ] 
riage  to  INIiss  Harriet  Weld,  of  Koxbury,  Mass.  j 
The  family  of  this  lady  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  ; 
most  eminent  in  that  State,  tracing  their  genealog}'  i 
far  back  in  English  history.    She  was  a  woman  of  i 
culture  and  intelligence,  in  every  sense  qualified  to 
be  the  wife  of  a  man  like  Erastus  Corning.  There- 
fore in  his  domestic  relations  he  was  happy  and 
fortunate. 

We  have  thus  traced  the  public  career  of  Islv. 
Corning.  A  discrimin  Uing  writer  has  said,  love  of 
business  and  a  capacity  to  conduct  business  stand 
next  to  affluence.  In  tracing  the  life  of  Mr.  Corn- 
ing from  his  youth  to  the  great  successes  of  his  man- 
hood, the  truth  of  these  words  is  fully  demonstrat- 
ed, for  he  possessed  these  qualities  in  a  large 
degree.  They  were  the  talisman  which  brought 
his  success. 

His  long  career  terminated  by  death  on  April  9, 
1872. 

He  did  the  work  of  his  maturer  years  with  the 
same  good  faith,  the  same  steady  energy  and  self- 
reliance  with  which  he  filled  out  the  tasks  of  his 
youth  and  early  manhood.     It  is  no  affectation  to 
s.iy  that  his  was  an  exemplary  life;   a  character 
profitable  to  study;  one  which  was  its  own  eulogy,  | 
and  of  which  no  just  description  can  be  given  with-  j 
out  the  use  of  some  eulogistic  language.     In  using  ! 
it,  however,  we  are  but  speaking  the  words  of  truth 
and  soberness,  and  not  undue  panegyric. 

Mr.  Coming's  moral  and  intellectual  qualities 
were  in  harmony  ;  his  principles  commanded  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  the  legislative,  commer- 
cial and  business  circles  in  which  he  moved.  In 
private  life  he  gained  affection  and  esteem.  He 
was  modest,  claimed  no  merit,  assumed  no  undue  j 
importance,  accomplished  his  purpose  not  so  much 
by  reason  of  his  great  wealth,  as  by  the  strength, 
manliness  and  probity  of  his  character.  And 
thus,  while  his  influence  was  almost  unbounded, 
the  people  for  whom  he  labored  so  long  and  effect- 
ually unite  in  the  plaudit  of  "  good  and  faithful 
servant"  as  they  look  back  upon  his  long  and  use- 
ful career,  feeling  that  "it  is  well  "  with  any  peo-  | 
pie  when  from  its  institutions,  modes  of  life  and  \ 
thought,  can  spring  a  character  like  that  of  Erastus 
Coming's. 

ERASTUS  CORNING. 

In  the  biography  of  Erastus  Coming,  Sr.,  we 
have  seen  with  what  aliility,  determination  and 
•  success  he  established  himself  one  of  the  chief  mer-  I 
cantile,  manufacturing  and  public-spirited  men  of 
the  State,  and  perhaps  in  the  nation. 

We  have  seen  that,  subservient  to  his  broad  prac- 
tical business  policy,  he  developed  the  growth  of 
railroads  and  other  internal  improvements,  and  be-  j 
came  the  founder  of  one  of  the  greatest  iron  in-  ! 
dustries  of  the  country.  We  have  seen  how,  in  all  ! 
his  great  public  and  private  enterprises,  signal  sue-  I 
cess  attend  him,  and  that  he  closed  his  life  an  emi-  | 


nently  fortunate  man.  Ijut  amid  all  the  fortunate 
circumstances  of  his  life,  not  one  coukl  have  l)ccn 
more  gratifying  to  him  than  that  which  gave  him  a 
son  who  inherited  those  qualifications  by  which  iie 
had  worked  out  his  own  success  in  life.  A  son, 
who,  when  he  himself  was  past  the  period  of  his 
activity,  and  when  called  to  leave  the  things  of 
earth,  would  take  his  place  and  successfully  carrv 
forward  his  great  designs  and  business  projects,  and 
give  additional  fame  to  the  name  of  Corning. 

Having  sketched  the  life  of  the  father,  it  becomes 
our  pleasant  duty  to  trace  the  career  of  the  son  from 
his  birth  to  the  present  conspicuous  place  he  now 
occupies  in  the  community. 

Erastus  Corning  was  born  at  Albany,  June  16, 
1827.  He  was  the  third  son  of  his  parents.  He 
first  went  to  school  in  Greenbush  in  the  house  now 
occupied  by  Collender.  the  old  fort;  from  there  to 
College  Hill,  Poughkeepsie,  and  completed  it  at 
Union  College.  In  his  studies  he  was  thorough 
and  practical,  and  they  were  peculiarly  adapted  lo 
the  course  of  life  that  lay  before  him,  with  all  its 
responsibilities. 

On  leaving  college  he  entered  a  vast  business 
school,  under  the  tutorship  of  his  father,  where  he 
received  a  training  which,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say, 
could  not  have  been  elsewhere  acquired  in  this 
country.  Two  requisites  for  success  in  life  are  in- 
dispensable, neither  of  which  can  be  counted  on 
prior  to  experiment.  The  first  is  opportunity;  the 
second  is  aptitude  to  turn  it  to  the  best  account. 
Bjth  of  these  requisites  Mr.  Corning  possessed. 
At  an  early  period  he  was  brought  into  close  com- 
panionship with  the  most  accomplished  and  culti- 
vated financiers,  manufacturers,  legislators,  and 
statesmen.  Hence  he  learned  much  from  associa- 
tion of  this  kind.  These  circumstances,  favorably 
turned  by  his  own  exertions  and  energy,  soon 
placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of  manufacturers  and 
financiers,  in  which  he  displayed  the  useful  charac- 
teristics which  marked  the  career  of  his  father. 

We  have  seen  that  at  an  early  date  the  elder 
Corning,  in  connection  with  John  T.  Norton,  pur- 
chased the  rolling  mills  at  Troy,  which  subsequent- 
ly developed  into  the  Albany  Iron-works. 

In  nothing,  perhaps,  is  the  transforming  power 
of  manufacturing  industry — its  ability  to  give  to 
crude  ore  entirely  new  forms  and  new  qualities — 
more  strikingly  evident  than  in  the  various  ways  in 
which  iron  ore  is  molded  into  forms  of  usefulness. 

It  is  impossible  to  exaggerate  the  utility  or  the 
beauty  of  the  materials  thus  wrought  from  it.  In 
pausing  to  consider  them,  the  intellect  is  almost 
staggered  at  their  immensity,  the  vast  variety  of 
their  usefulness,  the  subtlety  into  which  they  enter 
into  almost  everything  which  tends  to  the  comfort 
and  happiness  of  men. 

It  was  reflections,  doubtless,  something  like  these 
that  prompted  the  elder  Corning  to  enter  the  great 
business  of  iron  manufacture,  and  induced  the  son 
to  become  equally  enthusiastic  in  carrying  them 
forward  to  a  state  of  perfection  and  success  al- 
most unrivaled.  After  several  {jartners  had  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  Norton,  and  left  the  firm,  Erastus  Corn- 
ing, Jr.,  became  a  partner  in  the  concern,  and  die 
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firm  was  known  as  Erastus  Corning  &  Company. 
In  the  meantime  the  transactions  of  the  house  be- 
came more  extended  and  important  tlian  tliose  of 
any. other  in  the  iron  trade  in  America.  The  rela- 
tions of  Erastus  Corning,  Jr.,  with  the  firm  con- 
tinued until  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1S72,  when 
he  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  these  iron-works. 

Possessing  a  vigorous  constitution,  with  corre- 
sponding mental  powers,  and  much  experience,  he 
was  eminently  prepared  for  the  great  responsibilities 
which  now  rested  upon  him. 

In  writing  a  biography,  it  is  in  relating  what  a 
man  has  done  and  achieved  in  hfe,  rather  than  in 
pleasing  panegyrics,  which  places  the  reader  in 
possession  of  his  true  character  and  career. 

"Permit  me,"  said  a  great  Athenian  statesman, 
"  to  have  my  name  carved  on  the  public  edifices 
that  ornament  the  city  which  I  have  aided  in  erect- 
ing, and  I  will  ask  no  other  biography  of  myself.'' 
But  the  request  was  denied  him. 

In  preparing  our  sketch  of  Erastus  Corning,  a 
plain  and  truthful  description  of  the  various  great 
enterprises  he  has  conducted  will  be  the  best  pane- 
gyric that  could  ie  given  any  man;  indeed,  in 
looking  over  the  wide  extent  of  the  enterprises 
which  bear  his  name,  we  feel,  as  did  the  Athenian, 
that  they  are  a  sufficient  biography  without  the  in- 
terposition of  our  pen;  but  as  "history  is  philos- 
ophy, teaching  by  example,'' and  as  biography  is  but 
the  other  side  of  history,  we  shall  make  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  manufacturing  and  other  interests  in 
which  Mr.  Corning  is  engaged,  the  material  for  his 
biography. 

We  shall  begin  with  a  description  of  the  great 

ALBANY  IROX  AND  STEEL  MANUFACTORIES. 

From  a  very  early  period,  to  use  the  language  of 
another,  the  waters  of  the  Wynantskill  were  utilized 
as  motive  power  by  the  Dutch  settlers.  In  1789 
David  De  Forest  erected  a  fulling  mill  at  the  foot  of 
the  falls  in  what  is  now  the  Sixth  Ward  of  the  City 
of  Troy,  but  this  was  taken  down  to  make  way  for 
the  nail  factory  of  John  Brinkerhoff,  who,  in  1807, 
built  a  rolling-mill  in  the  same  glen.  The  opera- 
tions of  this  little  wooden  rolling-mill  were  con- 
fined to  converting  Russian  and  Swedish  bar-iron 
into  plates,  which  were  slit  into  narrow  strips,  cut 
to  the  required  length  and  made  into  nails  headed 
by  hand.  In  1826  Brinkerholf  s  nail  factory  was  put 
up  at  auction  and  bought  by  Erastus  Corning,  Sr., 
who  gave  it  the  name  of  the  Albany  Nail  P'actory. 
In  order  to  follow  the  history  of  these  iron-works, 
which  must  be  interesting  to  all  our  readers,  we  must 
repeat  some  instances  which  appear  in  the  biog- 
raphy of  Erastus  Corning,  Sr. 

Not  long  after  purchasing  the  nail  factorv,  Mr. 
Corning,  Sr.,  formed  his  partnership  with  Mr.  Norton, 
under  the  name  and  style  of  Norton  &  Corning. 
In  1830  the  establishment  had  increased  to  such  an 
extent  that  thirty-five  persons  were  employed,  with 
an  annual  production  of  825  tons  of  rolled-iron, 
about  half  of  which  was  cut  into  nails.  That  year 
Mr.  Norton  withdrew  from  the  firm,  and  Mr.  Corn- 
ing found  an  admirable  partner  in  James  Horner. 
Slowly,  but  surely,  the  business  increased,  and  in  a 


few  years  its  daily  production  was  six  and  one-half 
tons  of  iron,  a  large  portion  of  which  was  con- 
verted into  nails.  Thus  it  continued  till  1838, 
when  the  firm  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of 
John  F.  Winslow,  taking  the  firm  name  of  Corn- 
ing, Horner  &  Winslow,  while  the  establishment 
was  called  the  Albany  Iron-works.  During  the 
following  year  the  first  puddling  or  making  of 
wrought-iron  from  pig  iron  in  this  city  was  done  at 
these  works.  The  only  other  establishment  in  the 
State  where  this  process  of  manufacture  was  carried 
on,  was  at  the  Ulster  Works,  in  Ulster  County.  In 
1849  the  steam  mill  was  built  and  put  in  operation. 

The  firm  continued  to  grow  and  extend  itself,  in- 
creasing its  capacities  for  manufacturing,  enlarg- 
ing and  extending  its  machinery,  until  it  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  nation. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  it  became 
largely  the  resource  of  the  North  for  productions 
not  obtainable  at  any  other  establishment.  It  man- 
ufactured very  largely  for  the  Government  the  patent 
solid  lip  railroad  chairs,  which  were  invented  in 
these  works.  Immense  quantities  of  these  chairs 
were  used  upon  the  military  railroads  in  Virginia, 
Georgia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  other  States, 
upon  which  the  supplies  for  the  army  were  trans- 
ported. 

As  the  war  advanced,  it  was  the  fortune  of  the 
Albany  Iron-works  to  be  connected  with  one  of 
its  most  brilliant  and  decisive  events — an  event 
which  not  only  relieved  the  nation  from  a  fearful 
peril,  but  revolutionized  maritime  warfare,  not  only 
in  this  country,  but  in  all  the  civilized  world.  This 
was  the  building  of  the  JNIonitor.  As  one  reads 
the  history  of  that  small  but  powerful  craft,  he 
almost  fancies  himself  in  the  realms  of  romance,  so 
singularly  did  entirely  opposite  and  unexpected 
circumstances  unite  to  turn  a  terrible  defeat  and 
impending  ruin  to  the  country  to  a  wonderful  and 
almost  tabulous  victory. 

Before  and  during  the  events  to  which  we  have 
alluded,  John  A.  Griswold  was  at  the  head  of  tlie 
Rensselaer  Iron-works,  and  John  F.  Winslow,  as 
we  have  seen,  was  connected  with  the  Albany  Iron- 
works. These  gentlemen  were  profoundly  im- 
pressed with  the  inefficiency  of  the  wooden  vessels 
of  the  United  States  Navy,  and  "  earnestly  urged 
upon  the  authorities  the  construction  of  that  novel 
iron  battery,  the  Monitor,  invented  by  John  Ericsson. 
For  not  only  did  these  men  strongly  advocate 
the  building  of  the  vessel,  but  they  had  the  courage 
and  enterprise  to  willingly  hazard  their  reputa- 
tion and  monev  in  building  this  experimental  iron 
war-craft.  As  has  been  truthfully  said  :  '  They  con- 
tracted to  furnish  in  a  given  time,  and  that  a  short 
time,  a  shot-proof  battery,  such  as  had  never  before 
been  known,  original  not  only  in  general  design, 
but  in  the  arrangement  of  parts,  with  new  methods 
of  mounting  guns — heavier  guns  than  had  before 
been  used  on  shipboard — and  they  bound  them- 
selves to  cause  this  novel  vessel,  with  all  her  untried 
machinery,  to  work  in  all  respects  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  department,  or  forfeit  the  money  advanced, 
and  that  25  percent,  of  the  whole  amount  they  were 
to  receive  should  remain  unpaid  until  the  Secretary 


:  -'jr. 

r  ,  . 


■it:  'Jul 


.,;["    ■■' .  Lib 

,        'li;^::- 'jrif  "-.H  ;■■  Ht',' 


■r.^':-:       ^.  ;  ■ _   .     ■  ;      '-.v      ,v  .?<  A.A. 


,.1'-        •     "j  .  ^  ■  — 

'   ?  ,  i 


ERASTUS  CORMXG. 


541 


should  be  satisfied  with  tlie  performance  of  the  ves- 
sel.   As  a  necessary  consequence  ot  the  contract,  i 
the  vessel  was  not  accepted  by  the  Government  until  \ 
afier  the  fight  at  Hampton  Road?.'  " 

Captain  i>icsson  had  conceived  the  idea  of  build- 
ing an  iron  ship  ;  and  made  applications  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  assistance.  Some  offers 
were  made  him  which  he  did  not  accept,  and  it  was 
not  until  C.  S.  Bushnell,  John  A.  Giiswold  and 
John  F.  Winslow  took  the  matter  in  hand  and  went 
to  Washington,  where,  by  President  Lincoln's  influ- 
ence and  that  of  several  officers  of  the  navy,  they 
secured  the  contract  for  building  such  a  vessel  as 
Ericsson  had  planned. 

In  the  report  on  iron-clad  vessels  made  by  the 
board,  September  i6,  1861,  it  was  decided  to  ac- 
cept the  proposition  offered  by  these  gentlemen  in 
regard  to  the  vessel  outlined  by  Captain  P>icsson. 

Immediately  upon  their  return  home,  John  A. 
Griswold  and  John  F.  Winslow,  as  if  they  were 
moved  by  Divine  inspiration  to  build  and  complete 
the  vessel  in  the  required  time  of  loo  days,  and  to 
clothe  it  with  impregnable  iron,  began  to  make  the 
necessary  preparations  for  manufiicturing  the  iron 
armor.  Orders  which  could  have  been  filled  at 
any  other  time  were  refused  by  the  Albany  Iron- 
works to  give  preference  to  the  manufacture  of  the 
plates,  bar  iron,  spikes,  etc.,  for  the  Government's 
vessel,  and  the  other  portions — the  machinery,  port 
stoppers,  etc. — were  contracted  for  by  the  associates 
of  Captain  Ericsson.  The  following  extracts  from 
letters  addressed  to  the  inventor  exhibit  the  patriotic 
zeal,  the  practical  purposes  and  constant  diligence 
of  the  Troy  contractors  in  forwarding  the  work  of 
construction. 

The  building  of  the  hull  of  the  vessel  was  given 
to  Thomas  F.  Rowdand,  agent  of  the  Continental 
Iron-works  at  Greenpoint,  L.  I.,  the  plates,  bars 
and  rivets  being  furnished  him  from  the  Albany 
Iron-works  of  this  city.  The  Delamater  Iron-works 
were  assigned  the  manufacture  of  the  steam  machin- 
ery, boilers,  propellers  and  internal  apparatus  of 
the  turrets.  The  "  port  stoppers  "  to  Charles  D.  De 
Laney,  of  Buffalo. 

The  contract  with  the  Government  was  made 
October  25,  1861,  by  and  between  Thomas  F. 
Rowland,  agent  in  behalf  of  the  Continental  Iron- 
works, Greenpoint,  L.  I.,  of  the  first  part,  and 
Captain  J.  Ericsson,  of  New  York,  Messrs.  John  F. 
Winslow  and  John  A.  Griswold,  of  Troy,  N.  Y., 
and  C.  S.  Bushnell,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  parties 
of  the  second  part.  The  work  on  the  battery  be- 
gan at  once  at  Greenpoint,  and  was  diligently  prose- 
cuted during  the  months  of  October,  November, 
December  and  January.  The  Monitor  has  been  so 
often  described  that  a  description  here  is  needless. 
On  March  4,  1862,  she  was  oi'dered  to  sea,  and  on 
the  afternoon  of  ?ilarch  6  she  left  the  lower  Bav  of 
New  York  on  an  expedition  that  has  given  her 
name  to  history. 

As  she  passed  Cape  Henry  at  four  o'clock  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  March  8,  Captain  Worden  and 
his  crew  listened  to  the  heavy  boom  of  cannon 
coming  from  the  engagement  in  Hampton  Roads 
between  the  rebel  iron-clad   Merrimac  and  the  I 


United  States  ship  of  war  Minnesota,  announcing 
I  to  them  that  they  and  their  little  vessel  were  soon 
!  to  engage  in  a  terrible  conflict.  While  on  her  wav 
the  Cumberland  and  Congress,  two  of  the  pr':'udc.st 
ships  of  our  navy,  were  destroyed  by  the  Merrimac, 
the  first  of  these  vessels,  having  lost  1 17  men  out  of 
800,  sunk  with  her  colors  Hying ;  and  the  second, 
after  the  escape  of  her  crew,  blew  up,  die  fire  reach- 
ing her  magazine.  It  was  nine  at  night  when  Uic 
Monitor  reached  the  roads  and  anchored  near  the 
INIerrimac.  In  the  morning  she  engaged  her  for- 
midable antagonist,  flushed  with  the  victory  of  the 
preceding  day,  and  drove  her  back,  crippled  and 
disabled,  from  the  scene  of  the  contest.  Thus  we 
may  say  the  Monitor  saved  the  nation. 

We  have  thus  alluded  to  the  Monitor  because, 
through  the  mysterious  ways  of  Providence,  F.rastus 
Corning,  Sr.,  by  the  establishing  of  the  Albany 
Iron-works,  became  instrumental  in  bringing  about 
the  construction  of  it. 

A  historv  and  description  of  the  preat  establish- 
ment of  which  Mr.  Corning  is  the  head,  is  inter- 
esting to  the  iron  trade  and  profession  on  account 
of  its  high  reputation  for  extent  and  quality  of  its 
products;  because  it  embraces  one  of  the  oldest  iron- 
works in  the  United  States;  and  it  is  interesting  to 
the  general  public  because  it  is  the  pioneer  Besse- 
mer works  of  America. 

Here  were  tried  many  of  those  experiments  w  hich 
have  contributed  to  the  development  of  its  manu- 
facture. Boiling  was  practiced  at  an  early  day  ; 
"puddled  steel,"  as  good  as  the  imported  article, 
had  its  course  ;  spike;  rivet  and  horseshoe  machines 
were  the  subject  of  constant  improvement;  Amer- 
ican iron  and  refractory  materials  for  the  Bessemer 
were  tested;  and  the  American  system  of  Bessemer 
plant  was  worked  out. 

The  group  of  works  forming  the  present  estab- 
lishment were  originally  independent  of  each 
other.  The  Albany  Iron-works  grew  up  during  sev- 
enty-five years  under  the  principal  ownership  of 
Corning  &  Winslow.  The  Bessemer  works  were 
started  by  Winslow,  Griswold  &  Holley  in  1865. 
The  Rensselaer  works — a  mile  further  up  the  Hud- 
son— after  thirty  five  years'  growth,  latterly  under 
the  ownership  of  Corning  &  Griswold,  were  joined 
to  the  Bessemer  works.  All  the  above  mentioned 
works,  and  two  blast  furnaces,  to  be  furtiier  re- 
ferred to,  are  now  owned  by  Erastus  Cornin?. 
Their  commercial  affairs  are  administered  by  Mr. 
Corning,  General  S.  E.  Marvin  and  Chester  Gris- 
wold; Mr.  Robert  W.  Hunt  is  General  Superintend- 
ent. These  works,  excepting  two  blast  furnaces, 
are  in  the  City  of  Troy,  in  an  important  railway 
center  ;  the  New  York  Central,  Boston  and  Albany, 
Delaware  and  Hudson,  Troy  and  Boston,  Boston 
and  Hoosac  Tunnel  and  \\'estern  roads  radiate  re- 
spectively in  every  direction,  to  anthracite  and  bi- 
tuminous coal  fields,  two  hundred  miles  west ;  to 
Lake  Champlain  ore  mines,  one  hundred  miles 
north  ;  and  the  immense  deposit  of  the  Hudson 
River  Ore  Company,  on  the  Hudson,  opposite 
Catskill. 

During  the  last  two  or  three  years  heavy  and  fast 
1  roll  trains,  economical  engines  and  improved  fur- 
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naces  liave  been  si'.bbiiluted  for  the  older  machinery, 
and  extensive  enlargement  of  the  converting  plant 
is  largely  completed.  The  distance  of  a  mile  be- 
tween the  bloom  and  the  rail-rolling  dei)artmenls 
is  practically  overcome  by  special  railroad  facilities. 
The  following  is  a  description  furnished  us  by  Mr. 
Hunt. 

BESSEMER  PLANT. 

Before  it  was  begun,  various  American  irons  had 
been  tried  by  the  Bessemer  process  in  Shellield,  in 

1864,  and  a  Lake  Champlain  iron,  the  Crown 
Point,  was  found  especially  good.  A  two-and-one- 
half-ton  single  vessel  plant  was  started  in  February, 

1865,  and  run  till  1871,  when  it  was  changed  into 
the  ingot  mold  foundry.  This  five-ton  Bessemer 
plant  was  started  in  1867,  partially  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1868;  rebuilt  in  1869,  it  again  began  work 
in  1870.  More  recently,  large  cupolas,  seven-ton 
vessels,  were  put  in. 

The  Bessemer  building  is  of  brick,  148  feet  by 
98  feet  in  plan,  with  a  cupola  house  80  x  39  feet. 
This  is  the  earliest  specimen  of  the  American  t}  pe 
of  plant,  with  vessels  set  high  and  side  by  side,  and 
with  three  ingot  cranes  over  a  large  shallow  pit. 
The  7-ton  vessels  have  6-feet  internal  diameter,  and 
15  tuyeres  with  12^-inch  holes.  The  vessel  bot- 
toms are  interchangeable,  and  are  removable  by 
means  of  lifts  and  of  cars,  which  carry  them  later- 
ally, for  repairs,  under  the  two  side  ingot  cranes. 
They  are  baked  in  adjacent  ovens. 

The  blowing  engine  and  pump-rooms  are  con- 
veniently placed  on  the  right  of  the  vessels,  and  the 
blooming  mill  comes  next. 

By  means  of  convenient  transporting  apparatus 
500  tons  of  hot  ingots  per  twenty-four  hours  are 
delivered  by  power  into  the  blooming  furnaces,  and 
are  rolled,  cut  up,  and  chipped,  under  a  7-ton 
hammer,  and  loaded  hot  on  the  rail-mill  cars  with 
reasonable  facility.  There  are  two  large  Worthing- 
ton  compound  duplex  pressure  pumps. 

These  pumps  are  used  almost  exclusively  in 
America  for  high-pressure  pumping,  and  are  em- 
ployed to  a  greater  extent  than  any  other  for  the 
water  supply  of  towns. 

The  boilers  of  the  Bessemer  and  blooming  de- 
partments are  each  c\  Iinders  1 5  feet  long  and  5 
feet  in  diameter,  lying  over  a  brick  fire-place  and 
combustion  chamber,  and  havmg  thirtv-eight  44- 
inch  return  tubes.  There  are  eight  of  these  boilers 
near  the  blowing  engine,  and  six  in  an  outside 
boiler-house.  There  is  also  a  28^-feet  .x  80  in. 
Galloway  boiler  of  112  horse-power,  and  one  87- 
inch  steel  drop-flue  boiler  of  the  Mars  tvpe. 

The  blooming  plant  was  started  in  January, 
1871.  This  was  the  first  American  blooming  train, 
and,  though  extensive  alterations  have  been  made, 
the  housings  and  stores  remain.  On  the  original 
tables  the  ingots  were  fed  by  hand.  The  Fritz 
power-feedinir  tables  were  introduced,  and  later 
Holley's  .system  of  actuating  the  feed  rollers  was  in- 
troduced. The  original  train  rolled  i  2-inch  ingots 
to  two-rail  blooms  ;  the  present  train  at  45  revolu- 
tions rolls  15-inch  ingots  to  7-inch  four-rail  blooms, 
by  the  labor  of  four  men  and  boys,  at  the  rate  of 
2,500  tons  per  week  ;  it  can  roll  3,000  tons. 


The  rail  mill  is  a  brick  building,  375  x  98  feet, 
with  wings.  There  are  ten  coal-fired  heating  fur- 
naces, each  having  a  horizontal  overhead  boiler 
5  X  22  feet,  with  return  flues.  There  are  five  aux- 
iliary boilers  like  those  in  the  Bessemer  department. 
Materials  and  product  are.  at  this  group  of  works, 
received  and  delivered  by  the  New  York  Central 
and  Hudson  River  Railroad  on  one  side,  and  by 
the  Hudson  River  on  the  other  side. 

•The  merchant  steel  mill,  just  below  the  rail  mill 
of  the  Rensselaer  works,  is  a  brick  build  mg  33^ 
187  feet,  with  wings.  The  fast  16-inch,  three-high 
train  is  of  the  most  improved  type.  Its  product  at 
100  revoluuons  is  50  tons  per  turn  of  i^-inch  27- 
feet  wire-rod  billets  from  7-inch  blooms.  The 
train  is  driven  direct  by  a  Porter-Allen  engine  of 
22-inch  cylinder  and  3  feet  stroke,  to  which  is  at- 
tached a  Bulkley  condenser.  In  the  yard  of  the 
merchant  and  rail  mills  there  is  a  large  smith  shop, 
with  two  steam  hammers;  also,  suitable  pattern  and 
machine  shops  ;  the  latter  has,  among  other  good 
tools,  a  lathe  often  feet  swing,  and  a  planer  to  take 
in  seven  feet  square  ;  also,  a  large  and  complete 
merchant  steel  warehouse. 

The  Albany  Iron-works  merchant  mill  is  of 
brick,  329  X  156  feet,  with  wings  and  iron  roof 
The  18-inch  merchant  train,  the  13elgian  train,  with 
their  engines  and  Swindell  gas  furnaces;  also  the 
axle  hammer,  are  quite  new,  and  of  the  most  im- 
proved type.  This  mill  also  contains  a  400-pound 
steam  helve  hammer  of  excellent  tvpe.  It  produces 
60  railway  axles  from  rolled  blanks  per  twenty-four 
hours.  The  nail  factory  contains  31  machines  and 
produces  excellent  steel  cut  nails.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  pressure  of  business, especiallv  in  the  nail 
trade,  die  Albany  works  have  manufactured  over 
100,000  kegs  of  spikes,  nails,  rivets  and  bolts,  in 
one  year.  To  this  department  has  been  added 
machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  steel  disks  of  a 
very  superior  kind  for  a  recently  patented  and  highly 
approved  cultivator. 

The  firm  manufactures  special  steels,  gun-barrel 
steel,  receiver  steel,  cotton-roller  steel,  fork,  hoe, 
and  rake  steels.  Large  quantities  of  billets  are  an- 
nually manufactured  for  barbed-wire  fences,  steel 
fence-posts  Icr  wire  fences,  also  guard  rails.  The 
machine  shop  common  to  the  Bessemer  plant 
and  Albany  Iron-works,  is  a  two-storv  97  x  66  feet 
building,  with  a  pattern  shop  in  the  upper  story. 

The  Bessemer  and  blooming  works  and  yard, 
and  the  rail  mill  and  adjacent  merchant  mill  and 
their  yards,  are  lighted  by  the  Brush  apparatus.  At 
each  of  the  two  groups  of  works  there  is  a  sixteen- 
light  machine,  driven  by  a  10  x  10  inch  engme. 
About  half  the  lights  are  outdoor.  The  cost  of  the 
apparatus  was  about  S3, 600  for  each  works. 

Production — maximum  : 

Tons  per.  Week. 

Ingots  3,000 

Steel  rails  2,000 

Other  manufactured  steel    S50 

Merchant  iron     775 

Men  employed,  2,Soo,  when   the  works  are  running  full. 

The  blast  furnaces  at  Hudson  and  Fort  Edward 
have  been  blown  out,  and  steps  are  being  taken  10 
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erect  three  large  furnaces  at  Troy,  of  the  most  im- 
proved type,  at  a  cost  of  about  s6oo,OGO.  The 
monthly  pay  roll  at  present  calls  for  about  $50,000. 
When  in  full  operation  it  reaches  §125,000  to 
$1 50,000  a  month. 

Beside  the  large  annual  payment  of  money  to 
the  workmen  at  Troy  by  this  establishment,  the 
amount  of  taxes  paid  into  the  city  treasury  by  the 
Company  is  a  very  important  item,  consisting  of 
about  one-fortieth  of  the  sum  collected. 

Mr.  Corning  gives  considerable  attention  to  agri- 
culture and  the  raising  of  blooded  stock.  A  visit 
to  his  beautiful  farm  of  over  seven  hundred  acres, 
about  two  miles  south  of  Albany,  gives  indubitable 
evidence  of  his  taste  as  an  agriculturist. 

Here  are  seen  flocks  of  Southdown  sheep  and 
a  splendid  herd  of  Jerseys  and  Herefords.  This 
herd  of  Herefords  is  the  oldest  in  this  country,  es- 
tablished in  1840.  He  has  also  extensive  stables 
for  his  numerous  horses,  kept  for  stock  purposes. 
This  farm  has  been  under  the  superintendence  of 
Mr.  John  Vanderbelt  for  over  thirty-four  years.  His 
horse  trainer  has  been  in  his  employ  for  twenty- 
one  years,  his  coachman  nineteen  years,  his  herds- 
man twelve  years. 

It  is  delightfully  located.  To  the  east  is  seen 
the  Hudson,  with  its  varying  scenery;  to  the 
north,  from  the  rising  ground  is  seen  the  great 
State  Capitol,  looming  in  grand  proportions  above 
the  city;  while  all  around  the  view  is  picturesque 
and  inviting. 

Perhaps  Mr.  Coming's  leading  characteristic  is 
his  natural  love  of  floAvers  and  his  singular  ability 
and  success  in  their  cultivation.  Possessing  ample 
means  to  gratify  his  fine  taste,  he  has,  at  a  vast  ex- 
pense, achieved  a  success  as  a  floriculturist  which 
leaves  him  almost  without  a  rival  in  the  world. 

The  choicest  flora!  productions  of  the  world  are 
tributary  to  his  immense  conservatories.  Here 
bloom  plants  from  the  tropics,  from  the  temperate 
zones,  and  here,  too,  hang  flowers  from  the  high 
mountains  of  Mexico,  Columbia,  Peru.  Bogota, 
Venezuela  and  Brazil,  and  from  the  Himalayas  in 
India,  China  and  Jaoan.  Madagascar,  Borneo,  and 
other  islands  of  the  Pacific  have  here  their  floral 
offerings,  while  every  choice  plant  in  our  own  coun- 
try and  Europe  is  represented. 

We  have  not  the  space  to  describe  the  many  ex- 
ceedingly choice  varieties  of  roses,  geraniums,  pan- 
sies,  calcelarias,  camelias  and  other  beautiful  flow- 
ers found  in  these  conservatories. 

In  the  cultivation  of  orchids  Mr.  Corning  is  sin- 
gularly successful.  These  have  been  so  admirably 
and  learnedly  described  in  an  essay,  read  before 
the  New  York  Horticultural  Society  by  Mr.  Will- 
iam Grey,  gardener  to  Mr.  Corning,  that  a  few 
extracts  from  it  will  be  an  embellishment  to  our 
work : 

When  it  is  taken  into  consifleration,  says  Mr.  Grey, 
the  varied  habitats  where  orchids  are  found  qrowintj,  it  is 
really  surprisini;  to  find  so  many  do  well  nnder  cultivation. 
Out  of  over  one  thousand  species  and  varieties  in  Mr.  Com- 
ing's collection  I  do  not  find  three  per  cent,  diliicult  of  cul- 
ture. Adniittinji;  from  the  little  resemblance  or  aftinity  in 
orchids  found  in  the  Eastern  and  Western  Hemispheres, 


in  many  instances  all  that  is  known  of  their  native  places 
of  abode  is  the  East  Indies  or  South  America,  w  liich  v;ives 
much  trouble  to  find  out  the  necessary  requirements  of 
plants  terrestrial  or  epiphytal,  which  may  have  been  found 
on  the  cloud-capped  mountains  of  Borneo,  Luzon  or  Co- 
lombia; the  plains  of  Rangoon  or  I'ogota;  in  the  valleys  of 
Assam,  Java  or  Ma-^dalena;  the  wet,  shady  forests  of  Brazil 
and  Guatemala;  the  arid  continent  of  Africa  or  hot  lands  of 
Mexico,  llie  temperature  ranging  from  30'^  or  less  to  uo*^ 
Falirenheit  or  more  in  the  shade,  and  in  the  sun  the  heat  is 
intense,  with  very  bright  light.  In  some  orchid  districts  it 
rains  nearly  every  day;  in  others,  often  comparatively  no 
rain  for  months.  Many  species  grow  in  the  full  sun;  others 
in  partial  shade;  a  few  in  deep,  shaded  forests. 

Speaking  of  orchid  houses,  Mr.  Grey  continues: 
It  is  well  known  that  many  of  those  beautiful  and  gor- 
geous floral  windows — grotesr|ue  configurations  of  insects, 
birds  and  animals — are  well  grown  with  store  and  green- 
house plants,  and  the  nucleus  of  all  the  large  collections  of 
the  United  States  were  so  grown  twenty-five  years  ago. 
*  *  *  And  only  when  the  species  increased  in  numbers 
it  was  found  necessary  to  erect  hou?es  for  their  special  cul- 
ture. Mr.  Corning  has  pursued  the  culture  of  orchids  with 
much  zeal  for  many  years,  and  with  the  number  of  species 
at  present  in  cultivation,  experience  has  taught  tliat  it  is 
necessary  to  grow  them  in  six  divisions,  which  are  named 
phaL"enopsis,  vauda,  dendrobium,  cattleya,  oucidium  and 
north  house,  with  a  house  to  rest  plants  in  after  they  have 
done  growing.  The  conclusions  we  have  arrived  at  are, 
that  low,  span-roofed  houses,  about  twenty  feet  wide,  inside 
shelves  three  feet,  paths  three  feet,  center  bench  about 
seven  feet  are  best.  As  far  north  as  .Mbany  it  is  positively 
necessary  to  have  about  four  inches  of  space  between  the 
front  wall  and  shelf  to  allow  the  heated  air  to  pass  up  at  the 
eaves  and  to  prevent  the  hot  current  of  heated  air  striking 
the  plants.  A  slate  or  board  rests  on  the  shelf,  reaching 
and  secured  to  the  under  side  of  the  rafters.  By  this  means 
the  hot  air  is  conducted  to  the  roof  of  the  house  and  be- 
comes ameliorated  before  coming  in  contact  with  the 
plants.  There  is  no  wood  used  except  in  the  roof;  no  up- 
right glass;  side  wall  carried  to  the  eaves;  height  of  side 
walls  to  top  of  plate,  four  feet;  center  of  house,  ten  feet;  a 
lantern  running  the  length  of  the  house  for  ventilation  in 
winter,  when  all  sash  is  frozen  fast. 

I\Ir.  Grey  then  describes  the  manner  of  heating, 
and  governing  the  temperature  and  moisture.  He 
furnishes  us  with  a  list  of  the  orchids  grown  in 
Mr.  Comings  conservatories,  from  which  we  men- 
tion some  that  are  very  rare,  and  some  found  no- 
where else  in  cultivation. 

Of  the  tribe  I'audu-,  the  .-Verides  (growing  on  trees,  air- 
plant);  Schriidii,  a  native  of  Bombay,  is  very  rare; 
A>i:;ruCH»!  major,  very  rare,  Madagascar;  Anguloa  ebiirtma, 
very  rare,  Colombia. 

Of  the  tribe  Epi<L-i!drc\r.  the  C'lL'Lya  hyhrida  is  the  only 
plant  under  cultivation  ;  Afoidiiii,  very  rare,  Colombia; 
Citriua,  very  sweet-scented,  Mexico:  Cattleya  Corninoiic^ 
only  plant  in  Colombia;  Dodgsonii,  from  Colombia  (only 
Mr.  Lee,  of  England,  has  this  plant  besides  Mr.  Corning); 
Tan'assagunshei;,  only  plant  in  Colombia. 

Of  the  tribe  Malaxidt.c;  the  D<-ndrolnum  (growing  on 
trees);  Coritingii  \nobile-litscijlorui)t),  two  choice  varieties, 
only  plant. 

Of  the  tribe  Vatide(C,  the  Oucidiiiin  Rogersii  is  the  only 
plant  in  Brazil,  and  the  PkaLx>wps>s  Coriiiiig^anti  is  the 
only  plant  in  the  I'hilippincs;  Fasciata  is  the  only  plant. 

Mr.  Corning  has  the  best  collection  of  PIuiIlC- 
nopsis  in  the  world.  In  fact,  we  believe  he  has  only 
one  rival,  Mr.  Lee,  of  England.  ^Ir.  Grev  has  been 
in  his  profession  for  many  years,  having  learned 
and  followed  it  in  Scotland,  England  and  Amer- 
ica. He  has  been  with  Mr.  Corning  for  the  past 
thirty  years.'  To  his  courtesy  we  are  under  ob- 
ligations for  our  information  relative  to  the  con- 
servatories. 
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ALL  saints'  cathedral. 

The  interest  which  ]Mr.  Corning  has  taken  in  all 
public  improvements  in  Albany  are  proverbial;  not 
only  in  manufactories,  but  in  churches,  schools 
and  their  edifices  has  his  liberality  been  seen  and 
felt,  but  in  no  instance  of  public  improvement  has 
he  exhibited  so  much  zeal  and  munificence  as  in 
All  Saints'  Cathedral,  now  in  process  of  erection  in 
Albany.  Without  referring  minutely  to  the  valuable 
lands  he  has  from  time  to  time  donated  to  this 
cathedral,  and  the  exceedingly  prosperous  institu- 
tions connected  with  it,  we  shall  give  an  outline 
history  and  description  of  the  cathedral  from  its 
beginning. 

The  interest  taken  by  Mr.  Corning  in  the 
Cathedral  of  All  Saints  at  Albany,  renders  a  brief 
history  of  what  is  to  be  one  of  the  most  imposing 
buildings  in  Albany,  and  perhaps  in  the  State,  very 
appropriate  in  his  biography. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York  incor- 
porated the  Cathedral  by  an  Act  passed  March  27, 
1873  (Chap.  149).  The  first  section  created  the 
following  members  "a  body  politic  and  corpo- 
rate:" The  Bishop,  William  Croswell  Doane, 
John  Ireland  Tucker,  John  H.  Hobart  Brown, 
Hiram  H.  Beers,  Theodore  Babcock,  John  Town- 
send,  Orlando  Meads,  Erastus  Corning,  Amos  P. 
Palmer,  Walter  A.  Wood  and  James  Forsyth. 
The  corporators  are  empowered  by  Section  3  "to 
fill  vacancies  in  their  own  number,"  and,  by  Sec- 
tion 4,  to  adopt  a  constitution  for  the  election  of 
new  trustees.  The  object  and  purposes  of  the 
corporation  are,  by  Section  2,  said  to  be  "the  es- 
tablishment, erection,  maintenance  and  manage- 
ment of  a  cathedral  church  and  its  appurtenances 
in  the  City  of  Albany;''  and  Section  5  declares 
"the  seats  for  the  worshipers  in  the  said  cathe- 
dral church  shall  always  be  free." 

On  All  Saints'  Day,  1872,  the  building  at  pres- 
ent occupied,  formerly  an  iron  foundry,  was  first 
used  for  Divine  Service.   It  has  been  enlarged  since. 

On  the  festival  of  All  Saints,  1881,  the  Bishop 
announced  to  the  congregation  his  purpose  to  be- 
gin at  once  the  execut.on  of  this  one  of  the  great 
purposes  for  which  the  corporation  was  created,  the 
erection  of  a  cathedral  building,  and  laid  before 
them  his  plans.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Chapter, 
held  November  23,  1881,  the  following  committee 
was  appointed  to  select  a  site:  The  Bishop,  Hon. 
Erastus  Corning,  iMr.  Orlando  Meads.  It  was  re- 
solved to  endeavor  to  raise  at  once  §150,000,  to 
meet  the  cost  of  the  building  exclusive  of  the  site. 
Mr.  James  jMoir  was  appointed  to  act  (under  Gen. 
S.  E.  Marvin, Treasurer  of  the  Chapter)  as  treasurer 
of  the  funds  collected  into  the  subscription  books. 

The  committee  on  the  site  were  then  instructed 
"  to  obtain  plans  for  the  cathedral." 

On  April  30,  1883,  the  plans  of  R.  W.  Gib- 
son, architect,  were  adopted,  with  a  modification 
submitted  to  the  Chapter  on  the  6th  of  June.  On 
November  28,  18S3,  the  grounds  given  by  Hon. 
Erastus  Corning,  valued  at  $80,000,  were  ac- 
cepted as  the  site,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Corning, 
it  was  I 


"■'Resolved,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Chap- 
ter, it  is  expedient  that  measures  be  taken  without 
delay  to  begin  the  work  of  building  the  cathedral, 
and  that  to  that  end  preparations  be  made  to  re- 
move the  buildings  now  on  the  ground,  and  to 
procure  the  working  jjlans  and  estimates  for  the 
excavation  an^  laying  of  the  foundations,  and  that 
the  work  be  proceeded  with  as  fast  and  as  far  as 
the  means  in  the  hands  of  the  Chapter  will  permit." 

At  a  meeting  held  March  22,  1884,  it  was  re- 
solved that  the  corner-stone  be  laid  on  Whit- 
Tuesday,  June  3,  1S84.  This  stone,  with  appro- 
priate inscriptions,  is  the  gift  of  Margaret  Doane 
Gardiner,  the  Bishop's  granddaughter.  At  the 
same  meeting  "a  special  subscription  was  author- 
ized for  the  columns  of  the  new  cathedral,  to  be 
memorials  of  churchmen  eminent  in  Church  and 
State."  They  are  to  be  twenty-four  in  number,  and 
to  cost  $r,8o3  each.  Twenty-one  have  already 
been  appropriated.  As  the  day  appointed  for  the 
laying  of  the  corner-stone  approached,  the  contri- 
butions in  money  (distinguished  from  the  gift  of 
land)  were  nearly  §100,000— no  one  gift  exceeding 
$7,500,  that  of  Hon.  Walter  A.  Wood. 

According  to  the  modified  plans  presented  by 
the  architect,  the  building  to  be  erected  for  imme- 
diate use  is  in  every  part,  except  the  roof,  a  por- 
tion of  the  completed  structure  and  will  be  built 
up  to  a  height  sufficient  for  a  good  appearance  and 
with  accommodation  for  seating  practically  the 
same.  The  style  is  Gothic,  or  pointed  architecture 
of  the  first  period;  the  plan  is  a  Latin  cross  formed 
bv  the  choir  and  nave  to  the  east  and  west  respect- 
ively, and  of  a  central  crossing  with  transepts  to  the 
north  and  south.  The  choir  is  ninety-one  feet 
long  and  thirty-five  feet  wide,  and  is  planned  in 
five  bays  or  divisions,  the  two  eastern  forming  the 
sanctuary.  The  nave  is  ninety-nine  feet  long, 
forty  wide,  and  has  narrow  side  aisles  its  entire 
length.  The  transepts  are  one  hundred  and  ten 
feet  in  breadth  from  north  to  south  (including 
crossing),  and  forty  feet  wide,  forming  a  square 
crossing  with  the  nave.  The  crossing  has  four 
great  arches  corresponding  with  those  of  the  nave 
and  transepts;  and  above  them  breaks  by  pen- 
dants into  an  octagon,  in  the  manner  I'requent  in 
the  early  Gothic  cathedrals.  The  main  features  of 
the  interior  are  the  great  pillars  made  up  of 
grouped  shafts  and  pieces  in  pure  constructural 
style;  they  are  of  unusual  size  and  will  give  excep- 
tional majesty  to  the  perspective  of  the  nave  and 
choir.  The  main  arcade  upon  them  is  simple, 
but  can  be  at  a  future  time  enriched  with  carving. 
A  triforium  of  coupled  arches  is  carried  along  the 
nave  and  choir.  Over  this  comes  the  clerestory 
with  large  coupled  lancet  windows  in  the  nave  and 
tracing  in  the  choir;  generally  the  choir  has  been 
given  richer  character  than  the  nave,  leading  up  to 
the  traceried  window  in  the  square  east  end  of  the 
sanctuary.  The  western  end  of  the  nave  has  a 
rich  circular  window  of  radiating  tracery.  The 
side  aisles  are  to  be  used  as  passages  only;  the 
nave  is  widened  to  the  maximum,  and  the  pillars 
are  so  arranged  that  none  of  the  congregation  are 
seated  behind  them.    The  heights  of  the  interior 
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are,  from  floor  of  nave  to  springing  of  arches  of 
nave  and  transept  vaults,  forty-eight  feet;  to  top  of 
vaults,  seventy  feet;  to  top  of  ceiling  of  lantern 
over  crossing,  one  hundred  and  thirteen  feet;  to 
springing  of  arches  of  choir  vaults,  forty-five  foet; 
to  top,  sixty- six  feet.  The  proportions  and 
methods  of  the  octagon  lantern  are  designed  to 
avoid  acoustic  dilTiculties.  The  exterior  walling 
is  to  be  of  Pot-dam  stone.  The  west  front  is 
flanked  by  towers  with  belfries  and  spires.  The 
height  to  top  of  belfry  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
feet,  and  to  top  of  finial,  two  hundred  and  three 
feet.  The  central  tower,  or  lantern  over  crossing, 
is  one  hundred  and  forty-four  feet  high  at  top  of 
masonry,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  to  top  of 
fmial  cross.  The  seating  capacity  is  for  fifteen  hun- 
dred persons,  and  there  are  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  stalls  for  the  clergy,  and  fifty-four  choir  seats, 
making  a  total  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  persons.  If  crowded,  the  edifice  would 
hold  two  thousand. 

We  have  seen  in  the  biography  of  Erastus  Corn- 
ing, Sr.,  that  through  life  he  conscientiously  gave 
his  adherence  to  the  Democratic  party;  that  he 
became  a  power  and  a  leader  in  that  party;  and  it 
is  easily  seen  that  his  son  inherited  the  principles 
of  Democracy,  which  have  been  strengthened  by 
his  own  convictions  as  he  has  advanced  in  life  and 
studied  the  best  interests  of  his  country.  He  be- 
lieves that  the  division  of  the  people  into  parties 
is  essential  to  the  balance  of  elective  institutions. 
Having,  therefore,  early  selected  for  his  support 
the  party  that  was,  in  his  judgment,  most  conform- 
able to  the  Constitution  and  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  peciple,  he  adheres  to  his  choice  with  nil  the 
tenacity  of  his  nature.  He  has  no  confidence  in 
half-way  methods  and  expedients;  whatever  is  right 
and  jiroper,  he  holds  is  to  be  promoted  by  all  legal, 
ccpiitable,  and  proper  means. 

It  would  be  natural  that  such  a  man  should 
have  large  influence  in  the  political  field;  and  he 
does.  He  has  never,  however,  sought  official  dis- 
tinction, although  easily  within  his  reach.  As  has 
well  been  said:  "  He  is  reluctant  to  abandon  his 
business  for  the  uncertain,  and  often  unsatisfactory, 
honors  of  the  political  arena."  We  believe  the 
only  political  position  he  has  held  was  that  of  Dem- 
ocratic elector  for  the  Seventeenth  Congressional 
District,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  the  autumn 
of  18S4.  Though  adhering,  as  we  have  said,  with 
tenacity  to  his  political  opinions,  he  gives  respect-  | 
ful  and  courteous  consideration  to  the  opinions  of 
others.  He  is  prominent  in  all  that  relates  to  the  in- 
terests of  Albany  and  its  citi^jens,  who  hold  him  in 
the  highest  respect.  His  manners  are  unassuming; 
he  is  true  to  his  friends  and  to  his  duties.  Unselfish, 
he  has  secured  the  confidence  and  regard  of  the 
peo[)le  of  .'Mbany,  and  this  confidence" and  regard 
is  largely  shared  by  the  people  of  the  State.  Be- 
side his  important  business  relations  already  de- 
scribed, Mr.  Corning  is  President  of  the  Albany 
City  National  Pank;  the  Albany  City  Savings  In'-  | 
stitution;  the  Albany  Rural  Cemeterv  Association;  ! 
and  the  Fort  Orange  Club,  ^\■as  formerly  a  ^^'ater  j 
Commissioner  and  a  member  of  the  Albany  City  | 


Hall  Commission.  He  has  served  as  Alderman  of 
his  Ward,  but  has  held  no  other  official  position 
except  that  of  presidential  elector  before  men- 
tioned. It  will  thus  be  seen  that  he  is  prom- 
inent in  all  that  relates  to  the  interests  of  Al- 
bany. In  the  fall  of  18S5  Mr.  Corning  was  elected 
a  Director  of  the  New  York  Central  and  Hudson 
River  Railroad. 

In  1S50,  Mr.  Corning  was  united  by  marriage  to 
Miss  Gertrude  Tibbilts,  of  Albany,  by  whom  he 
had  one  son,  his  eldest  child,  Erastus  Corning,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Corning  died  in  1869.  In  1873,  ]Mr.  Corn- 
ing married  ]\Iis3  ^lary  Parker,  daughter  of  Hon. 
Amasa  J.  Parker,  of  Albany.  By  this  union  he  is 
the  father  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Mr.  Corning  is  a  practical  man,  and  deals  with 
men  in  a  practical  manner;  he  molds  the  influ- 
ences which  surround  him  and  subordinates  all 
minor  matters  to  the  object  he  desires  to  accom- 
plish. In  all  that  constitutes  an  active,  intelligent, 
and  high-minded  business  man,  the  typical  enter- 
prising American,  in  the  most  laudable  significa- 
tion of  the  term,  he  stands  in  the  very  front  rank, 
pre-eminently  the  representative,  public-spirited  cit- 
izen, an  honor  to  the  age  in  which  he  lives. 

HON.  ELI  PERRY. 

Hon.  Eli  Perry,  a  distinguished  citizen  of  Albanv, 
Ex-]Mayor  of  the  City,  and  Ex-I\Iember  of  Con- 
gress, was  born  in  Washington  County,  N.  Y., 
December  25,  1799,  and  died  in  Albany,  May  17, 
1 88 1.  He  was  a  third  cousin  of  the  gallant  Com- 
modore Perry,  U.S.  N.,  whom  he  resembled  some- 
what in  personal  appearance.  His  early  life  was 
passed  in  Montgomery  County,  where  his  parents 
owned  a  fine  farm  and  were  considered  prosper- 
ous people.  When  Eli  was  still  a  }-outh,  his  father 
sold  the  farm,  and,  with  his  family,  removed  to  Al- 
bany, where  he  opened  a  tavern  at  the  corner  of 
Lion  (now  Washington  avenue)  and  Swan  streets. 
While  engaged  in  this  occupation,  he  took  a  con- 
tract to  supply  a  portion  of  the  American  army 
with  beef  and  other  provisions.  After  the  terms  of 
the  contract  were  fixed,  the  prices  of  provisions  be- 
came \ 'jry  high,  but,  being  thoroughly  honorable, 
he  held  to  the  terms  of  his  contract,  and  sacrificed 
all  the  property  he  had  in  the  world.  Young  Eli 
was  the  eldest  of  six  children — five  boys  and  one 
girl — and  it  became  necessar}'  for  him  to  assist  in 
providing  for  the  family.  He  cheerfully  aided  his 
father  in  the  performance  of  his  contract  and  was 
of  great  assistance  to  him  for  several  years.  He 
then  took  service  with  Elisha  Wilcox,  who  kept  a 
tavern  in  the  old  mansion  formerly  occupied  by 
Governor  Tompkins.  By  extreme  frugality  he 
saved  from  his  wages,  which  were  very  small,  dur- 
ing one  whole  winter  the  sum  of  fourteen  dollars, 
and  with  this  amount  he  determined  to  commence 
business.  !Mr.  Angus,  then  a  well-known  grocer, 
encouraged  the  industrious  and  frugal  young  work- 
er, and  gave  him  a  corner  in  his  score  in  which  to 
open  a  butcher  stall.  Young  Perry  then  hired  an 
old  stable  near  Henry  Y.  Webb's  malt-house, 
where  his  neat  cattle  were  killed,  and  proceeded  at 
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once  to  prepare  his  market  for  the  sale  of  fresh 
meat.  He  attended  closely  to  his  business.  Lim- 
ited in  means,  of  course  his  purchases  of  stock 
were  necessarily  small.  He  bought  from  the  ad- 
jacent farmers  and  turned  over  his  capital  every 
twenty-four  hours.  By  care  and  good  management 
he  not  only  supported  himself,  but  saved  enough 
money  to  buy  a  horse  and  wagon,  with  the  aid  of 
which  he  was  enabled  to  supply  with  meat  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  taverns,  situated  on  the  Great- 
western  Turnpike,  then  the  only  highway  of  com- 
munication with  the  West.  His  business  increased 
rapidly.  Everybody  liked  to  help  the  young  man 
who  was  so  assiduous  in  helping  himself;  who  was 
so  attentive  to  his  business;  who  was  so  accom- 
modating; and  who  never  thought  anything  he 
could  do  for  them  was  any  trouble.  His  business 
had  increased  to  such  an  extent,  that  he  could  not 
always  depend  on  the  farmers  to  keep  him  supplied 
with  the  quantity  he  desired,  and  it  became  his 
practice  to  attend  the  cattle  market  at  ^IcKown's. 
His  purchases,  however,  were  always  very  light, 
compared  with  those  made  by  others.  One  day, 
his  good  friend,  Mr.  Fowler,  told  him  to  buy  a 
good  drove  of  lambs  and  come  and  see  him  about 
the  payment  for  them.  Eli  went  out  to  McKown's 
and  finding  a  nice  drove,  commenced  examining 
them  with  a  view  to  buying.  The  other  larger 
dealers  looked  on  in  derision  at  young  Perry  com- 
peting with  them  in  the  purchase  of  some  eighty 
or  ninety  head.  They  had  already  offered  9s.  6d. 
per  head.  Perry  finally  turned  to  Simpson,  the 
owner,  and  said:  "I'll  give  you  ten  shillings  a 
head  for  them."  He  secured  the  lambs,  and, 
when  driving  otT,  the  others  were  very  anxious  to 
take  his  purchase  off  his  hands  at  a  premium.  He 
went  to  ]\Ir.  Fowler  and  informed  him  of  his  pur- 
chase, when  that  gentleman  sat  down  and  drew  a 
check  for  $100,  "payable  to  Sheepskins  or  bearer, " 
on  the  Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank.  This  was 
the  first  time  in  his  life  that  the  boy  had  ever  had 
a  bank  check  in  his  hands.  Mr.  Olcott  paid  the 
money  to  Eli,  who  handed  it  over  to  Simpson,  and 
they  returned  to  McKown's.  Young  Perry  drove 
his  flock  out  of  the  yards  before  all  the  dealers 
assembled  there,  feeli.ig  as  proud  and  rich  as  John 
Jacob  Astor,  and  from  that  day  no  brother  dealer 
ever  laughed  at  Eli  when  he  proposed  to  buy  stock. 
Mr.  Perry's  business  was  constantly  increasing,  and 
he  found  himself  at  times  unable  to  accommodate 
his  customers  as  fully  as  he  desired.  JohnCassidy, 
father  of  the  editor  of  the  Albany  Argus,  was  then 
a  heavy  dealer  in  cattle.  He  also  took  an  interest 
in  Eli,  and  told  the  drovers  to  "give  that  boy  all 
the  cattle  he  wanted,  and  he  would  be  his  securitv. " 
Eli  then  applied  to  the  Common  Council  for  a  license 
for  a  market  on  the  corner  of  Swan  street  and 
Washington  avenue,  where  Robert  ]M.  King's  house 
now  stands.  This  was  secured,  and,  through  Mr. 
Cassidy's  aid,  Eli  soon  had  a  market  second  to 
none  in  the  city.  He  was  now  on  the  high  road 
to  fortune.  He  was  prosperous  in  all  his  under- 
takings, and  soon  took  rank  among  the  heaviest 
dealers.  Nevertheless,  his  business  always  received 
his  individual  personal  attention,  early  and  late. 


The  packing  of  beef  in  Albany,  at  that  time,  was 
done  chiefly  by  joiin  Russell  and  Ichabod  judson. 
^Ir.  Russell's  establishment  being  offered  for  sale, 
IMr.  Perry  became  its  purchaser.    He  enlarged  his 
facilities  from  year  to  )ear  until  he  employed  some 
seventy  men.    At  times  he  packed  from  80  to  100 
head  of  cattle  per  day.   It  was  while  engaged  in  this 
business  that  Mr.  Perry  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
subsequent  wealth.    This  business  required  large 
amounts  of  ready  capital,  and  the  late  John  Taylor, 
then  carrying  on  the  business  of  a  tallow-chandler, 
freipiently  came  to  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Perry  by 
indorsing  his  paper.     Mr.   Perry  continued  this 
business  for  some  twenty  years,  making  it  more 
profitable  each  year.     His  business  prosperity  in- 
creased his  wealth  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  found 
himself  possessed  of  a  large  surplus  capital,  which 
it  became  necessary  to  invest.     Having  the  interest 
of  the  city  in  which  he  had  so  long  been  successful 
at  heart,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  invest  his  capital 
in  real  estate.     He  entered  upon  these  investments 
with  the  same  spirit,  energy  and  judgment  which 
had  characterized  all  his  business  transactions.  He 
carefully  studied  the  city  and  all  its  advantageous 
sites  and  localities.     He  took  into  consideration 
the  interests  of  the  city,  investigated  its  municipal 
aftairs,  and  made  himself  fully  conversant  with  their 
management  and  their  wants  and  needs.     He  very 
soon  made  himself  master  of  these,  and  was  recog- 
nized as  such.     In  April,  1845,  his  fellow  citizens 
of  the  Second  Ward,  appreciating  his  fitness  for  the 
office,  elected  him  to  represent  them  in  the  Com- 
mon Council.    In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and 
was  nominated  on  that  ticket;  and  although  the 
Ward  had  given  a  Whig  majority  of  300  in  the 
previous  election,  3,Ir.  Perry's  personal  popularity 
was  so  great,   that  he   succeeded  in  completely 
reversing  it,  and  obtaining  a  sufficient  number  of 
additional  votes  to  insure  his  election.     In  1850 
he  was  elected  to  the  Assembly,  and,  while  holding 
this  office,  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Albany. 
This  oflice  he  continued  to  hold  at  various  times 
for  nearly  twelve  years,  and  during  that  entire 
period  not  one  breath  of  suspicion  of  wrong-doing 
was  ever  charged  against  him.     While  ]\Iayor  of 
the  City  le  performed  a  service,  in  conjunction 
with    r^Iayor   Kingsland,   of  New   York,  which 
elicited    wide-spread  commendation   and  thanks 
from  all  classes  of  citizens.    A  bad  class  of  emi- 
grant runners  had  banded  themselves  together  for 
the  purpose  of  robbing  emigrants.   Their  organiza- 
tion extended  from  New  York  to  Buffalo,  and  the 
ringleaders    had    their   quarters    in    New  York 
I  and  Albany.     It  was  determined  to   break  diis 
gang  up.     But  to  do  this  required  the  personal 
action  of  Mayor  Perry.    Therefore,  every  mcrning 
by  daylight,   he  was  to  be  seen  on  the  dock, 
with  a  few  trusty  policeinen,  driving  away  from  the 
emigrants  the  robbers,  and  taking  charge  of  them 
himself,  sending  or  conducting  them  to  honest 
stopping-places.    This  course  was  succes-ful,  and 
the  disreputable  business  was  broken  up.  Our 
adopted  citizens,  especially,  appreciated  this  action 
I   very  highly;  but  the  runners,  who  held  no  little 
I   political  influence,  made  it  a  pretext  for  bringmg 
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against  him  a  strong:  opposition  when  he  ran  again 
for  office.  But  Mr.  Perry's  popularity  was  alto- 
gether too  great,  and  lie  was  re-elected  by  a  greater 
majority  than  ever.  Many  stories  are  told  of  his 
personal  courage  and  daring,  which  alone  would 
fill  a  small  volume.  In  the  discharge  of  liis  duty 
as  Alderman,  he  was  present  on  the  occasion  of  a 
fire  in  Green  street.  While  directing  tlie  firemen, 
a  wall  of  hot  bricks  fell  on  him,  completely  bury- 
ing him  from  view.  The  engines  near  by,  in  their 
attempt  to  cool  the  bricks  and  thus  save  him  from 
being  burned  to  death  or  sutfocated,  poured  such 
a  volume  of  water  upon  ihem,  that  before  he  could 
be  extricated  he  came  very  near  death  by  drown- 
ing. Shortly  after  the  War  for  the  Union  com- 
menced, a  serious  strike  occurred  among  the 
laborers  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  Com- 
pany; hundreds  of  armed  men  roaming  the  street, 
and  finally  assembling  at  the  freight  yard,  then 
in  Montgomery  and  Spencer  streets,  threatening  to 
destroy  all  the  property  found  there.  Had  the 
buildings  been  fired,  as  suggested  by  a  few  of  the 
leaders,  millions  of  dollars"  worUi  of  valuable  prop- 
erty awaiting  transhipment  would  have  perished 
with  the  cars  and  freight-houses.  The  Ma\'or  was 
at  that  time  the  head  of  the  Police  Force,  and,  with 
a  posse  of  men,  he  hastened  to  the  rendezvous  of 
strikers,  who  were  about  carrying  out  the  plans  of 
destruction  suggested  by  the  leaders.  He  fear- 
lessly forced  his  way  right  into  their  midst;  expos- 
tulated with  them  about  their  proposed  lawlessness; 
and  assured  them  that,  while  their  rights  would  be 
respected,  he,  as  Mayor  of  the  City,  sworn  to  pro- 
tect the  peace  and  property  of  its  citizens,  would 
shoot  down  the  first  man  who  dare  apply  the  torch. 
He  remained  with  them  the  entire  day,  and  the 
ne.xt  morning  no  strikers  could  be  found  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  company's  depots.  In  a  few 
days  thereafter  the  men  were  at  work  quietly  and 
peacefully.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  ex- 
strikers,  resolutions  thanking  Mayor  Perry  for  the 
interest  he  had  shown  in  their  welfare,  and  for  his 
firm,  though  kind,  action  in  restraining  them  from 
deeds  of  lawlessness,  and  extending  him  pledges  of 
their  confidence  and  good-will,  were  unanimously 
adopted.  How  sacredly  they  kept  this  pledge  was 
shown  by  their  repeated  evidences  of  love  and  high 
respect  whenever  diey  had  the  opportunity  to  man- 
ifest them.  ]\Ir.  Perry's  record  as  a  good  and  worthy 
citizen — one  who  not  only  took  a  deep  interest  in 
all  charitable,  religious,  and  educationil  institu- 
tions, but  performed  a  share  of  the  labor  that  is 
required  to  carry  them  on — is  long  and  full.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  organizing  the  Orphan  Asv- 
lum,  which  was  started  in  the  building  on  the  cor- 
,ner  of  Washington  avenue  and  Swan  street.  He 
was  a  manager  for  a  number  of  years,  and  until 
after  the  new  building  near  the  head  of  Washington 
street  was  completed.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
School  Commissioners  under  the  new  law,  and 
devoted  twenty  years  of  faithful  service  to  aid  every 
measure  for  ttie  improvement  and  education  of  the 
children  of  the  city.  To  this  .service  he  was  partic- 
ularly devoted,  owing  to  his  high  appreciation  of 
the  benefits  of  education.   No  expense,  no  facilities, 


nocncouragement,  were,  in  his  estimation,  too  great 
for  this  purpose.  During  the  War  for  the  Union,  Mr. 
Perry  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  efforts  in  behalf  of 
the  Government.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  War 
Committee.  He  rendered  great  assistance,  espe- 
cially in  raising  Company  B,  91st  Regiment,  which 
company  was  commanded  by  Captain  Stackhouse, 
who  was  formerly  in  his  employment.  After  Cap- 
tain Stackhouse  was  wounded  at  Port  Hudson  and 
died,  i\Ir.  Perry  had  his  remains  brought  to  Al- 
bany and  buried.  He  devoted  much  time  and 
money  to  the  welfare  of  the  soldiers  recruited  in 
and  about  Albanv,  to  whom  he  was  well  known. 
In  recognition  of  his  valuable  services  in  behalf  of 
the  43d  Regiment,  the  following  resolutions  of 
tlianks  were  adopted  unanimously  at  a  meeting 
of  Company  B  of  that  command,  held  at  Camp 
Griffin,  Va. ,  January  30,  1S62. 

"  W/icrcds.  The  Hon.  Eli  Perry  has  proven  him- 
self a  warm  friend  of  the  Union,  the  Constitution 
and  the  laws,  by  his  many  acts  of  patriotism,  his 
zeal  and  loyalty  to  his  country;  and 

"Whereas,  He  has  manifested  so  much  interest 
in  the  organization  of  the  43d  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S. 
V.  (visiting  the  barracks  frequently  and  contribut- 
ing freely  to  make  us  comfortable  during  our  or- 
ganization), and  has  been  so  particularly  kind  and 
friendly  towards  Company  B;  therefore 

"Resolved,  That  Company  B  of  the  43d  Regi- 
ment, N.  Y.  S.  v.,  recognize  in  the  Hon.  Eli  Perry 
the  gentleman,  the  patriot,  and  a  warm  friend  of 
the  Union,  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  our 
beloved  county;  therefore 

"Resolved,  That  Company  B  of  the  43d  Regi- 
ment, N.  Y.  S.  v.,  shall  hereafter  be  known  and 
reorganized  as  the  Perry  Guards  of  Albany,  and 
they  do  adopt  that  as  the  name  of  the  company." 

Mr.  Perry  was  always  regarded  as  a  direct  and 
faithful  representative  of  the  people,  unselfish  in  his 
views,  and  with  an  eye  to  the  advancement  of  the 
public  welfare,  to  which  he  never  failed  to  give  his 
full  support.  Although  a  party  man,  he  was  so  in 
the  best  sense,  and  at  no  time  allowed  himself  to 
serve  any  clique  or  further  any  private  interest. 
Pecuniarily  he  was  independent,  and,  possessed  of 
stern  honesty,  he  stood  far  above  the  reach  of  any 
ring  influence.  Plence  the  municipal  affairs  of 
Albany  were  rarely  better  conducted  than  when 
under  his  administration. 

Mr.  Perry  was  Mayor  of  Albany  at  the  time  of 
the  visit  of  Jenny  Lind  to  America.  On  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  great  cantatrice  in  Albany,  he  pre- 
sented her  to  his  fellow-citizens,  and  subsequently 
paid  her  many  courteous  attentions.  Just  previous 
to  her  departure  from  the  city  she  called  at  his 
office,  and  gave  him  a  beautiful  chain  as  a  keep- 
sake, and  also  the  sum  of  $t,ooo  for  the  poor  of 
Albany.  At  the  time  of  the  visit  of  Louis  Kossuth, 
the  Hungarian  Apostle  of  Liberty,  to  America, 
Mr.  Perry  was  also  the  chief  magistrate  C'f  the  city, 
and  in  tliat  capacity  presided  at  the  meeting  to  wel- 
come the  distinguished  exile.  Speaking  for  the 
citizens  of  Albany,  he  said: 
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"Govern  :.r  Kossuth:  As  chief  magistrate  of  this 
city,  the  ac'  i-tabic  duty  is  devolved  on  me  of  bid- 
ding you  a  :;  rdial  welcome.  The  citizens  of  this 
capital — the  capital  of  the  most  powerful  and  most 
prosperous  5:ate  in  the  confederacy — rejoice  at  the 
opportunity  now  offered  them  of  receiving  you  as 
their  guest.  They  recognize  in  you  the  represent- 
ative of  a  principle  to  which  freemen  are  always 
glad  to  do  homage.  They  greet  you  as  a  distin- 
guished aJ  ocate  of  political  rights — as  a  brother 
in  the  great  contest  for  liberty — who  has  struggled 
so  powerfuhy  for  your  country's  cause.  With  deep 
emotion  they  extend  their  arms  to  welcome  you  to 
their  hearti  and  their  firesides.  They  watched  with 
intense  interest  the  changes  of  light  and  shadow  in 
your  national  struggle.  They  rejoiced  at  your  tem- 
porary success,  and  they  mourned,  oh,  how  deeply, 
the  unfortunate  issue  of  the  conflict.  But  we  have 
confidence  that  the  progre^s  of  human  affairs  is  on- 
ward. National  and  individual  rights  are  becom- 
ing more  thoroughly  understood  and  more  highly 
valued;  and  we  trust  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
Hungary,  free  and  republican,  shall  take  her  proper 
place  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  On  behalf 
of  our  fello"-v-citizens,  allow  me  again,  sir,  towel- 
come  you  to  the  capital  of  the  Empire  State.  " 

Mayor  Perry  presided  at  the  great  welcome  given 
by  the  citizens  of  Albany  to  General  iMcClellan, 
just  previous  to  the  latter's  nomination  to  the  Presi- 
dency. In  Joel  Munsell's  excellent  "Collections 
on  the  Hi:'-ory  of  Albany,"  mention  is  made  of 
a  remarkable  instance  of  ls\x.  Perry's  generosity 
in  connection  with  the  Washington  avenue  Baptist 
Church.  Though  he  had  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
posing of  his  interest  in  the  State  street  Calvary 
Church  at  a  great  pecuniary  advantage,  he  pre- 
ferred to  keep  the  sacred  edifice  in  the  hands  of  his 
brother  church-members,  and  accordingly  donated 
his  entire  interest  in  the  building  to  the  Washington 
avenue  Baptist  Church,  who  at  once  removed  to 
State  street.  Again,  in  connection  with  the  Pearl 
street  Baptist  Church  Building,  the  edifice  had  actu- 
ally gone  begging  for  a  purchaser.  In  the  mean- 
time, work  on  the  new  edifice  on  State  street  lagged 
for  want  of  means,  which  the  sale  of  the  old  House 
of  Worship  would  bring.  Finally,  the  trustees 
turned,  as  a  forlorn  hope,  to  iNIr.  Perry.  He  came 
to  their  rescue  at  once,  and  paid  them  the  price — 
$35,000 — at  which  the  property  had  been  in  the 
market  for  months  without  finding  a  purchasen  He 
subsequently  remodeled  the  building,  and  though 
great  inducements  were  olTered  to  him  for  a  lease 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  building  for  theatrical  pur- 
poses, he'answered  in  the  negative.  He  would  not 
lend  his  aid  in  turning  a  churcii  into  a  theatre.  iMn 
Pefry  was  nominated  by  acclamation  for  the  Forty- 
second  Congress,  and  was  elected  by  over  3,oco  ma- 
jority. He  was  likewise  nominated  for  the  Forty- 
third  Congress,  and  again  elected  by  about  the  same 
majority.  iMr.  Perry's  career  in  the  National  Legis- 
lature was  distinguished  not  only  by  his  marked 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  his  constituents,  but 
also  by  a  careful  attention  to  the  interests  of  the 
country  at  large.  A  most  important  bill  presented 
by  him,  in  an  able  speech  delivered  in  the  House 


of  Representatives  on  the  13th  of  February,  1S72, 
advocated  the  erection  of  public  buildings  in  Al- 
banv  bv  the  National  Government,  on  a  scale  com- 
mensurate with  the  present  and  prospective  wants 
of  that  city.  This  speech,  which  embodied,  in 
terse  but  vigorous  language,  a  statistical  presenta- 
tion of  the  population,  industries,  wealth,  educa- 
tional facilides  and  growing  importance  of  the 
capital  of  the  Empire  State,  bore  the  impress  of 
profound  thought  in  every  sentence.  Its  admirable 
common-sense  view  of  the  whole  subject  and  iis 
unanswerable  logic,  won  an  appropriation  of  S350,- 
000  for  the  purpose  specified,  the  sole  condition 
imposed  by  Congress  being  that  the  City  of  Albany 
should  furnish  the  site.  On  the  passage  of  the  bill 
granting  the  appropriation,  iMr.  Perry  sent  the  fol- 
lowing dispatch  to  the  Postmaster  of  Albany: 

"  W.^snixGTox,  D.  C,  Feb.  13,  1872. 
"  Hon.  Jno.  F.  Smyth,  P.  iM.,  Albany, 

"  I  have  succeeded  in  the  passage  of  my  bill  in 
the  House  for  $350,000  for  a  Government  build- 
ing, the  City  of  Albany  to  procure  a  site. 

"  Yours  truly, 

"Eli  Perry." 

The  satisfaction  of  the  citizens  of  Albany  at  the 
success  of  Mr.  Perry's  efforts  was  unbounded. 
Men  of  all  parties  sent  him  their  warm  congratula- 
tions, and  the  general  sentiment  was  that  he  de- 
served every  praise.  The  Albatiy  Argus,  in  an 
editorial  headed  by  the  above  dispatch,  said: 
"  Mr.  Perry  has  certainly  earned  the  thanks  of  our 
citizens  for  his  energy  in  urging  upon  the  attention 
of  Congress  the  necessity  of  a  Government  building 
here.  It  is  the  first  bill  of  the  kind  reported  this 
session,  and  though  it  met  with  some  little  opposi- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  it  was  opening  the  door 
to  similar  appropriations  for  other  localities,  it 
finally  passed  the  house  without  division."  .An- 
other Albany  journal,  in  announcing  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  said:  "  iNIr.  Perry  has  done  in  a  month 
what  all  our  former  Congressmen  failed  to  do  for 
thirty  years."  On  the  2d  of  June,  1874,  the 
House  of  Representatives  having  under  discussion 
a  bill  providing  for  the  construction  of  the  Girls' 
Reform  School  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  toward 
which  the  National  Government  had  been  asked  to 
apply  the  Conscience  Fund,  the  district  authorities 
agreeing  to  furnish  the  site,  iMn  Perry  delivered 
j  a  speech  in  favor  of  the  measure,  showing  in  his 
j  remarks  that  Congress  was  not  called  upon  to  do 
more  than  its  bounden  duty  in  making  an  appro- 
!  priation  for  the  carrying  out  of  this  measure,  which 
I  was  called  for  by  every  honorable  and  philan- 
i  thropic  sentiment,  and  adducing  as  a  precedent  for 
this  application  of  a  special  fund  in  charge  of  the 
Government,  but  not  covered  into  the  Treasury, 
the  employment,  for  the  erection  of  the  National 
Soldiers'  Home,  of  the  unexpended  sum  (amount- 
I  ing  to  $1  iS, 000)  of  the  contributions  levied  upon 
I  Mexican  cities  during  the  War  with  Mexico.  Mr. 
Perry  was  a  man  of  large  business  capacity,  and 
had  been  prominently  identilicd  for  many  years 
with  several  of  the  most  important  corporations  in 
Albany.  Among  these  were  the  Albany  City  Bank, 
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of  which  he  had  been  a  Director  twenty-five  years, 
and  was,  at  ilie  time  of  his  death,  \'ice-Prcsident; 
the  Albany  City  Savings  15ank,  of  which  he  was 
also  Vice-President;    and  the  Mutual  Insurance 
Company,  with  which  he  had  been  connected  as 
a  Director  since  its  incorporation,  and  of  which  he  I 
was  President.     He  was  also  a  Director  of  the  Al-  ! 
bany  Gas  Company,  and  one  of  the  Inspectors  of  j 
the  Penitentiary.   He  was  a  man  of  fixed  principles 
and  strongly  marked  character,  and  always  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  masses  of  the  people,  whose 
best  interests  he  at  all  times  warmly  supported  and 
championed.     His  death  was  universally  lamented 
in  Albany,  and  wherever  he  was  known. 

HAR:\I0N  PUMPELLY. 

The  late  Harmon  Pumpelly  was  born  August 
I,  1795,  in  Salisbury,  Conn.  His  father,  John 
Pumpelly,  was  of  English  descent,  and  occupied  a 
prominent  social  and  business  position  in  the  State 
in  which  he  lived.  Mr.  Pumpelly  was  one  of  four 
brothers,  all  of  whom  were  among  the  most  inllu- 
ential  of  the  early  inhabitants  of  Owego,  N.  Y. 
Their  Christian  names  were  James,  Charles,  Will- 
iam and  Harmon.  The  latter  survived  his  three 
brothers.  At  the  date  of  the  settlement  of  his  fam- 
ily in  Owego  he  was  only  si.x  }  ears  old.  He  earl\- 
learned  to  rely  upon  his  own  resources,  and  with- 
out education,  except  what  he  gathered  from  a 
constantly  interrupted  reading  of  books,  he  set  out 
in  the  battle  of  life  with  an  equipment  in  which 
sturdy  energy  and  indomitable  perseverance  more 
than  compensated  for  any  lack  of  educational  train- 
ing. He  was  an  omniverous  reader,  and  from 
every  book  he  read  he  gleaned  some  useful  knowl- 
edge and  laid  it  by  in  memory's  storehouse  for 
future  use.  Among  other  accomplishments  of  a 
practical  kind  he  gained  a  knowledge  of  surveying. 
Long  before  he  had  reached  his  majority  he  had 
begun  to  lay  the  foundation  of  that  competence 
which  he  afterward  amassed.  Together  with  his 
brothers,  he  dealt  in  lumber  and  cattle,  always 
showing  great  business  tact,  and  not  unfrequently 
clearing  large  sums  in  his  transactions.  Subse- 
quently he  became  the  accredited  agent  of  a  lot  of 
New  York  land  owners,  and  by  the  sale  of  farm 
and  other  lands  in  the  southern  tier  of  New  York 
County,  still  further  increased  his  fortune.  In 
1841  Mr.Pumpelly  removed  to  Albany,  and  resided 
in  that  city  thereafter  until  his  death.  After  that 
date  he  never  engaged  actively  in  business,  but 
identified  himself  prominently  with  several  well- 
known  Albany  institutions,  the  great  prosperity  of 
which  was  due  in  no  small  degree  to  his  wise  busi- 
ness management,  clear  foresight  and  sound  coun- 
sel— for  in  business  affairs  he  was  ([uick,  exact  and 
always  reliable.  He  was  successful  in  nearly  all  that 
he  undertook,  and  pre.served  all  his  mental  facul- 
ties to  the  very  last  day  of  his  life;  and  up  to  with- 
in a  fesv  days  of  his  death  he  had  always  enjoyed 
excellent  health,  for  he  had  been  endowed  by  na- 
ture with  a  wonderfully  vigorous  C( institution,  and 
though  always  active  and  energetic,  ami  capable  of 
a  vast  amount  of  continuous  mental  labor,  he 


never  permitted  himself  to  abu.se  nature's  gilts,  but 
adhered  to  a  systematic  course  of  physical  exercise. 
A  great  lover  of  good  horses,  and  an  accomplii^iird 
equestrian,  iie  undoubtedly  prolonged  his  life  sev- 
eral years  by  his  daily  habit  of  horseback  riding. 
He  never  lost  his  love  of  books,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing his  diminishing  eyesight,  was  a  constant  reader 
until  his  fatal  illness.  He  came  of  a  family  re- 
markable for  longevity,  his  father  and  grandfather 
having  lived  to  upwards  of  ninety  years  of  age. 
He  died,  after  only  a  few  days'  illness,  September 
28,  18S2,  in  his  eighty-eighth  year.  He  was  then 
President  of  three  important  corporations:  the  Al- 
bany Gaslight  Company,  the  Albany  Savings  Bank, 
and  the  Albany  Insurance  Company.  At  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Directors  of  the  Albany  Gaslight  Com- 
pany held  soon  after  his  death,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  passed: 

'^Resolved,  That  this  Board  learns  with  pro- 
found regret  of  the  death  of  Plarmon  Pumpellv, 
who,  for  the  last  thirty-six  years,  has  been  the 
President  of  the  Board  and  chief  manager  of  the 
affairs  of  the  company.  ]Mr.  Pumpelly  was  a  man 
of  marked  business  capacity,  of  excellent  judgment, 
of  stern  integrity,  and  of  great  fidelity  to  his  trust  as 
connected  with  this  company.  The  prosperity  of 
the  company  is  greatly  due  to  him,  and  the  Board 
feel  the  loss  of  his  counsel  and  long  experience. 
Mr.  Pumpelly  had  not  only  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence ot  the  Board,  but  the  friendship  and  person- 
al regard  of  all  its  members,  and  although  his  great 
age  advised  them  that  this  event  could  not  long  be 
postponed,  yet  its  coming  saddens  their  hearts. 
They  sympathize  with  his  bereaved  widow  and  the 
rest  of  his  family,  and  feel  that  they  have  some 
share  with  them  in  the  grief  occasioned  by  his 
death. 

''Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  communicate  the 
foregoing  resolution  as  expressive  of  the  feelings  of 
this  Board. 

"  H.  H.  Martin',  Vice-President. 
"8.  W.  Whitney,  Secretary." 

Similar  resolutions  were  passed  by  the  other  cor- 
porat'ons  with  which  Mr.  Pumpelly  was  identified. 
He  never  engaged  actively  in  politics,  but  never- 
theless in  his  younger  days  took  a  lively  interest 
in  all  political  movements.  He  was  originally  an 
old-fashioned  \\'hig,  but  became  a  Republican  upon 
the  organization  of  that  party,  and  acted  with  it 
during  the  balance  of  his  life.  For  many  years  he 
had  been  a  communicant  of  St.  Peter  s  Church, 
and  for  a  considerable  time  before  his  death  servetl 
that  organization  as  Senior  Warden.  He  was  al- 
ways munificent  in  his  gifts  to  the  church.  .\t  a 
meeting  of  the  vestry  of  St.  Peter's  Church  to  lake 
action  touching  the  death  of  Mr.  Pumpelly,  the  fol- 
lowing minutes  and  resolutions  were  adopted: 

"The  death  of  Harmon  Pumpelly,  Senior  Warden 
of  St.  Peter's  Church,  removes  from  the  vestry  its 
head.  So  long  and  so  lovingly  had  he  lived  and 
labored  among  us.  that  his  tleath  takes  him  away 
ripa  and  reatly  tor  the  harvest.  His  even  temi)er, 
his  great  sagacitv,  his  unyielding  fidelity,  and  his 
genial  manner,  made  him  at  once  a  wise  counselor. 
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a  discreet  leader  and  a  charming  companion.  He 
loved  the  church  and  contributed  liberally  toward 
its  support.  Though  a  man  of  strong  will  and 
positive  opinion,  he  was  broad  and  charitable  to- 
ward those  with  whom  he  differed  in  deed  or 
doctrine.  He  left  us  the  record  of  a  life  unsullied. 
In  character  a  true  Christian  gentleman,  we  shall 
miss  him  as  we  miss  a  loving  brother,  and  we 
mingle  our  sorrow  with  that  of  the  dear  wife  and 
loving  children,,  bereaved  as  they  are  bereaved. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  attend  the  funeral  in  a 
body  and  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning. 

^'Resolved,  That  these  minutes  and  resolution  be 
published  in  the  daily  papers,  and  a  copy  sent  to 
the  family  of  the  deceased  by  the  Rector. 

"  W.  W.  Battershall,  Rector. 
"John  S.  Perry,  Clerk." 

Mr.  Pumpelly  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  Miss  Delphine  Drake,  daughter  of  the  late 
Hon.  John  R.  Drake,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children,  Mrs.  James  Kidd,  of  Albany,  and  Mrs. 
John  Meredith  Read,  whose  husband  was  recendy 
American  Minister  at  Athens  and  who  now  resides 
in  Paris.  It  was  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
that  he  removed  to  Albany.  In  1841  lie  married 
Miss  Maria  Brinckerhoft",  of  Albany,  a  lady  be- 
longing to  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  dibtinguishcd 
families  of  the  .'^tate,  who  survives  him.  He  had 
no  children  by  his  second  marriage.  Even  in  his 
old  age  he  was  remarkably  youthful  in  his  feelings. 


and  fond  of  having  young  people  about  him. 
Socially,  few  men  were  more  captivating  or  knew 
better  how  to  entertain.  About  two  weeks  pre- 
vious to  his  death,  the  first  symptoms  of  what 
proved  to  be  a  fatal  illness  made  themselves  man- 
ifest in  an  affection  of  the  heart.  For  several  days 
his  family  and  friends  were  prepared  for  the  in- 
evitable termination  of  his  malady,  and  by  the 
ministrations  of  affectionate  devotion  they  did  all 
in  human  power  to  render  painless  the  end  which 
they  behe'd  approaching  all  too  rapidly,  and 
which  came  peacefully,  and  without  a  pang,  amid 
that  unconsciousness  with  which  kindly  nature 
often  comes  to  the  relief  of  flickering  humanity. 
His  funeral  was  largely  attended  at  St.  Peter's 
Church,  on  Sunday,  October  i,   1S82.     His  lot 

^'^^  "  An  old  age  serene  and  bnght 

And  lovely  as  a  Lapland  night." 

MATTHEW  H.  READ. 

The  late  Matthew  H.  Read  was  born  in  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  on  the  2d  of  September.  1S04. 
!  His  father  wns  Matthew  Read,  son  of  ^Matthew 
Read,  of  Attlebero,  Conn.;  his  mother,  Lydia 
Hotchkiss,  daughter  of  Silas  Ilotchkiss,  of  New 
Haven.  His  early  education  was  limited,  and  he 
began  his  active  business  life  as  a  clerk  in  the  store 
of  his  father  in  New  Haven,  developing  into  a 
hard-working,  faithful  and  sagacious  business  man. 
Until  1S40,  when  he  removed  to  Albany,  he  was  a 
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resident  of  New  Flavcn,  and  was  more  or  less  prom-  I 
inently  connected  with  various  important  interests  | 
in  that  city,     He  was  a  Lieutenant,  and,  dating 
from  May,  1832,  ranked  as  Captain  in  the  Gov- 
ernor's Foot  Guards,  and  was  honorably  discharged 
from  service  in  1833. 

Upon  taking  up  his  residence  in  Albany,  he  em- 
barked in  the  Hour  and  grain  commission  trade. 
Once  established,  he  bent  his  energies  10  the  task, 
which  lie  successfully  accomplished,  of  making 
the  busine.-s  one  of  the  most  extensive  of  its  kind 
in  the  country.  His  New  England  acquaintance 
served  him  so  well,  that  he  was  a  large  shipper  to 
Eastern  ports;  owned  a  line  of  schooners;  and  at 
one  time  supplied  almost  the  whole  of  New  Eng- 
land through  his  house. 

The  business  was  at  one  time  carried  on  under 
the  firm  name  and  style  of  Read  &  Rawls,  and 
later  under  that  of  Matthew  H.  Read  &  Son, 
Mr.  Read's  eldest  son,  Robert,  having  been  taken 
into  partnership  on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Rawls. 

Mr.  Read  served  as  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  of  the  City  of  Albany,  and  was  interested  in 
the  leading  financial  corporations  of  the  city.  In- 
deed, of  some  of  them  he  was  one  of  the  originators 
and  incorporators.  He  was  one  of  the  incorpora- 
tors of  the  First  National  Bank,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  had  been  its  President  during  a  period  of 
fourteen  years  He  was  an  incorporator  and  one 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  National  Savings  Bank,  and  he 
was  also  one  of  the  organizers  and  directors  of  the 
Commerce  Insurance  Company,  and  a  member  of 
the  executive  committee  of  that  corporation. 

About  twenty-five  years  ago,  having  amassed  a 
comfortable  competence,  and  being  desirous  of 
spending  his  remaining  years  in  the  peaceful  retire- 
ment of  his  home,  he  withdrew  permanently  Irom 
commerce  and  was  retired  from  business,  except  as 
the  corpnjrations  named  claimed  his  counsel  and 
advice  from  time  to  time.  In  religion  he  was  a 
Congregationalist,  and  in  politics  a  Republican. 
But  he  was  as  unostentatious  in  the  one  as  in  the 
other.  Political  life  had  no  charm  for  him.  His 
mind  was  of  too  quiet  a  mold  for  active  partisan- 
ship, but  his  interest  in  the  prominent  issues  of  the 
day  was  keen  and  intelligent.  He  was  married  early 
in  life,  and  a  family,  consisdng  of  tiis  wife,  his 
sons,  Robert,  William,  Matthew  and  Daniel  P.,  and 
three  daughters,  survive  him.  His  deith  occurred 
September  7,  1883,  at  his  residence.  No.  60  Willelt 
street. 

HON.  JOHN  I'WEDDLE. 

There  are  monuments  more  enduring  than  mar- 
ble, which  are  seen  and  known  of  all  men,  and 
whose  inscriptions  are  intuitively  realized,  not  read. 
Such  monuments  are  reared  by  men  who  pass  busy, 
useful  and  blameless  lives — lives  whose  imprint  is  i 
upon  the  communities  in  which  they  live. and  whose 
influence  shall  be  recognized  long  after  shaft  of 
granite  shall  have  crumblt  d  away  to  fade  from  view,  i 
no  more  to  mark  the  resting-[)lace  of  a  man  that  | 
has  lived  and  died.    Such  a  monument  \\as  built  I 
up  unconsciously  and  unosentatiously  by  the  late  | 


John  Tweddle,  whose  deadi  was  a  public  bereave- 
ment, and  whose  memory  has  grown  bright  through 
an  interval  of  nearly  a  decade  since  he  passed  from 
earth  to  be  seen  no  more  of  men. 

Mr.  Tweddle  was  born  at  'Pemple  Sowerbv. 
County  of  Westmoreland,  FIngland,  February  14. 
179S,  and  died  in  Albany,  March  9,  1875,  ''i  ^lis 
seventy-eighth  year.  Orplianed  by  the  death  of  his 
father  when  he  was  only  nine  years  old,  he  was 
early  thrown  on  .his  own  resources,  and  while 
yet  a  mere  lad  entered  earnestly  upon  the  stern 
battle  of  life.  He  became  an  apprentice  to  a 
wheelwright  in  Carlisle,  County  of  Cumberland, 
P-ngland,  where  the  remnant  of  his  father's 
family  then  lived,  his  mother  having  remar- 
ried. He  was  employed  at  his  trade,  which  yielded 
him  but  a  meager  living  in  his  native  land,  until 
he  had  grown  to  manhood.  As  he  approached  his 
majority,  the  determination  grew  stronger  and 
stronger  within  him  to  seek  greater  prosperity  in 
America.  He  was  without  means,  but  was  enabled 
to  realize  his  desire  by  the  loan  of  £20,  which  he 
secured  from  his  step-father.  It  will  be  interesting 
to  note  here  that  this  was  the  only  l)orrowed  monev 
he  handled  during  his  whole  life,  and  was  repaid 
with  interest  out  of  his  first  earnings  in  the  United 
States. 

An  ocean  voyage  was  then  (18 19)  a  more  serious 
matter  than  now.  Seven  weeks  were  consumed  in 
the  passage.  Young  Tweddle  disembarked  at  Phil- 
adelphia, which  was  then  a  much  more  formidable 
rival  of  New  York  than  it  has  been  during  the  last 
third  of  a  century.  No  opening  presenting  itself 
to  him  there,  he  soon  went  to  West  Chester,  Pa., 
with  the  intention  of  securing  work  at  his  trade  as  a 
journeyman. 

The  advantages  of  opening  a  wheelwright  shop 
on  his  own  account  were  manifest  to  him,  and  the 
opportunity  was  not  wanting.  He  was  soon  estab- 
lished in  business  on  a  limited  scale,  though  his 
establishment  comprehended  a  forge  and  he  had  a 
blacksmith  in  his  employ.  He  prospered,  and  after 
a  time  found  himself  in  possession  of  a  limited 
capital. 

A  brewery  was  for  sale  in  West  Chester  on  ad- 
va  itageous  terms,  and  he  concluded  to  buy  it  and 
change  his  business  for  another  promising  larger 
and  more  rapid  profits.  The  young  man's  self- 
reliance  was  now  strikingly  illustrated.  He  was 
not  a  brewer.  He  knew  nothing  of  the  craft,  but 
he  bought  the  brewery  and  learned  the  trade  in  it 
under  tlie  tutelage  of  his  own  empIo\ec-.  He  be- 
came master  of  it;  but  before  that  was  forenian 
of  the  brewery,  perfecting  his  skill  as  a  brewer,  and 
at  the  same  time  protecting  his  interests  as  propri- 
etor by  a  judicious  oversight  of  his  entire  business. 
He  made  money  quite  rapidly  for  a  time,  and 
counted  himself  worth  520,cco  at  least.  But  \\'est 
Chester  was  not  destined  to  be  the  scene  of  his  fi- 
nancial triumphs.  Reverses  came,  and  everything 
was  swept  away.  Its  brewing  interests  had  then 
made  the  City  of  Albany  well  known  to  the  entire 
fraternitv  of  brewers.  Thither  John  Tweddle 
turned  his  steps,  with  the  hope  of  retrieving  his 
broken  fortunes.     It  will  be  a  surprise  to  many 
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who  read  this,  to  learn  that  he  came  to  Albany 
$7,000  in  debt,  though  with  sufficient  ready  funds 
to  begin  business  on  a  limited  scale;  but,  placing 
dependence  on  his  good  health  as  much  as  any- 
thing, he  started  upon  a  career  which  placed  his 
name  upon  the  list  of  Albany's  most  persevering 
and  successful  businessmen.  In  iSijhe  rented 
the  malt-hou'=e  of  John  I'aylor,  and  thus  launched 
propitiously  upon  the  broad,  uncertain  sea  of  enter- 
prise. His  business  qualifications  were  of  a  high 
order,  circumstances  were  not  unfavorable,  and  he 
succeeded  where  other  men  failed.  His  success 
was  all  the  more  remarkable,  in  that  it  was  not 
marred  by  losses,  for  every  year  during  his  connec- 
tion with  the  brewing  interest  he  realized  a  profit; 
someiimes  it  was  small,  but  it  was  always  a  balance 
on  the  right  side.  His  business  assumed  such 
proportions,  that  for  years  he  had  two  large  malt- 
houses  in  Albany  and  two  in  New  York. 

-As  a  citizen,  the  influence  of  Mr.  Tweddle  was 
wideh-  felt.  He  was  for  many  years  actively  and 
miimatcly  connected  with  the  commercial  interests 
of  Albanv.  A  man  of  spotless  personal  integritv, 
he  was  singularly  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  cor- 
porate trusts.  From  the  date  of  the  organization 
of  the  Merchants'  Bank  in  1S53,  until  his  death 
twinty-lwo  years  later,  he  was  its  President,  and  its 
success  was  in  no  small  degree  attributable  to  his 
sagacity,  integrity,  energy  and  admirable  manage- 


ment.  He  occupied  prominent  ])ositions  in  va- 
rious civic  C)rganizations.  As  President  of  St. 
George's  Society,  he  retained  a  strong  bond  of 
sympathy  with  all  resident  citizens  of  English  na- 
tivity, and  by  his  example  and  counsel  aided  them 
to  freely  and  fully  enter  into  the  spirit  of  all  good 
American  institutions.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
original,  and  later  one  of  the  most  active  anil  in- 
fluential, members  of  the  Albany  Poard  of  Trade, 
and  through  his  connection  therewith,  his  counsels 
were  made  effective  upon  the  commercial  pros- 
perity of  the  city. 

In  various  parts  of  the  city  are  many  visible  and 
tangible  evidences  of  Mr.  Tweddle'.s  enterprise  and 
liberality,  and,  above  all,  of  his  love  for  Albany 
and  its  people.  The  Tweddle  chimes  of  St.  Peter's 
Church  recall  his  name  to  nearly  a  hundred  thou- 
sand citizens,  though  they  were  the  gifts,  after  his 
death,  of  members  of  his  family.  The  massive  tower 
from  which  tlieir  voices  issue  forth,  stands  as  an  en- 
during memento  of  his  benelicence.  Tweddle  Hall 
was  long  the  most  convenient  and  accessible  as- 
sembling place  of  .Albanians,  and  on  its  site  now 
stands  the  Tweddle  Building,  the  most  sightly, 
beautiful,  commodious  and  elegantly-finished  busi- 
ness structure  in  Albany, 
i  In  his  social  and  domestic  relations,  Mr.Twed- 
:  die  was  conspicuous  for  his  urbanity  of  manner  and 
1  his  devotion  to  his  friends.    His  confidence,  per- 
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haps  not  easily  won,  was  rarely  alienated  or  shaken  . 
when  once  secured.    He  was  kind  and  alTectionate  | 
as  a  husband  and  father,  genial  as  a  friend  and  as- 
sociate, and  always  s.ife  as  a  counselor.     The  i 
foundation  of  his  worldly  success  was  his  unques- 
tioned and  unijuestionable  purity  of  character.  He 
took  no  active  part  in  politics,  but  he  was  firmly  ! 
groundcti  in  the  principles  of  the  faith  of  the  Re-  i 
publican  party.    Only  once  \\  as  liis  name  publicly  ! 
mentioned  in  connection  with  an)- official  position,  i 
Tliat  was  in  1S64,  when  he  was  chosen  a  Piesiden-  ! 
tial  elector,  and  thus  became  one  of  those  who  j 
placed  the  lamenied  Lincoln  in  the  Presidential 
chair  for  his  second,  short,  and  fatal  term  of  service. 
During  the  rebellion  he  was  a  liberal  giver  in 
support  of  the  Union  cause,  and  was  interested  in 
every  question  the  solution  of  which,  through 
peaceful  discussion  or  the  arbitrament  of  the  battle- 
field, promised  weal  or  woe  to  our  country.  He 
was  three  times  married:  tirst  to  Sarah  Dent,  of 
Carlisle,  England;  second  to  Clara  Maria  Pulling, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Pulling,  of  Amsterdam,  N.  Y. ;  and 
third  to  jNIiss  Frances       Warren,  a  descendant  of  I 
the  old  and  patriotic  Warren  family,  of  New  Eng-  I 
land.     His  widow  and  si.x  children  survive  him.  ! 

Mr.  Tweddles  benevolence  is  a  subject  which  | 
deserves  more  extended  treatment  than  can  be  given  i 
it.    In  fact  it  seems  to  be  impossible  to  do  it  sim-  ! 
pie  justice.     It  was  too  unostentatious  to  be  known  ' 
of  all  men  to  anything  like  the  half  of  its  bountiful  \ 
extent.    The  few  public   benefactions  he  made  [ 
were  regarded  by  him  with  less  of  satisfaction  than 
the  many  private  ones,  which  proved  him  a  friend 
indeed  to  tlie  poor  and  deserving.     His  spirit  was 
an  essentially  liberal  and  helpful  one,  and  the  in-  i 
stances  in  which  he  aided  his  fellow-men  to  help  I 
themselves  were  almost  numberless.  j 

Speaking  of  the  "tower,  and  the  chimes  which  | 
give  it  voice,"  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  the  Rector,  [ 
Rev.  W.  W.  Battershall,  has  beautifully  said:   "'I  ! 
wish  here,  however,  in  behalf  of  the  parish,  to  ex-  I 
press  our  appreciation  of  the  munificence  which  : 
has  secured  the  Ic-^o'-delayed  completion  of  this  ' 
beautiful  House  of  God.    It  is  an  illustrious  exam- 
ple of  the  reproductive  power  of  a  good  deed.     I  j 
know  not  whether  John  Tsveddle  expected  that  his  ; 
dying  gift  would  bear  such  instantaneous  and  gen-  • 
erous  fruitage.     I  know,  however,  that  it  was  thor-  i 
oughly  characteristic  of  the  man,  thoroughly  in  j 
accord  with  his  habit  of  broad  and  unselfish  good- 
doing,  to  make  those  whom  he  loved  sharers  in  his 
deeds  of  benevolence.    And  I  to-day  cannot  resist  \ 
the  impulse  to  utter  for  you,  and  as  your  voice,  our  i 
gratitude  to  Almighty  God  that,  simultaneous  with  i 
the  walls  of  our  Sunday  School  and  Parish  Build- 
ing, shall  arise  the  majestic  proportions  of  that 
tower  which  shall  crown  this  edifice  with  a  coronet 
of  blossoming  stone,  and  shall  stand  beside  this 
broad  avenue  of  traffic  and  politics  through  the  fu- 
ture years  as  a  tribute  to  the  glory  of  Christ  and  the  ! 
memorial  of  one  who  loved  this  church,  and  who  ! 
for  many  years  of  a  worthy  life  worshiped  at  its  i 
altar." 

Of  the  congregation  of  St.  Peter's,  iMr.  Tweddle  ! 
had  for  many  years  been  a  member,  and  during  i 


most  of  the  time  he  had  served  the  parish  as  \'cs- 
tryman,  and  latterly  as  Warden.  He  had  forinerlv 
been  actively  connected  widi  St.  Paul's  Churcli 
M'lien  its  place  of  worship  was  in  the  building  on 
South  Pearl  street,  where  the  Opera  House  now 
stands.  His  death  cast  a  gloom  over  the  entire 
congregation  of  St.  Peter's,  and  the  large  circle  of 
his  acquaintances,  bodi  in  social  and  business  life, 
lost  a  friend  who  had  ever  been  true  and  trust- 
worthy. He  had  lived  a  good,  pure  and  useful 
life — a  life  which  had  made  his  fellow-men  better 
for  his  existence — and  he  died,  past  the  allotted 
age,  as  die  those  who  pass  into  eternity  full  of  trust 
in  the  promises  of  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 

HON.  ADAIM  VAN  ALLEN. 

Among  the  oldest  and  most  highly  respected 
families  of  Albany  County  are  those  of  Van  Allen 
and  Winne,  both  of  that  Dutch  stock  of  New  York 
which  has  furnished  the  most  conspicuous  exam- 
ples, in  successive  generations,  of  all  those  qualities 
which  constitute  true  manhood  and  insure  success- 
ful careers  to  their  possessors.  The  first  of  the 
family  of  Van  Allen  in  America  came  from  Hol- 
land about  1640,  and  located  in  New  Scotland, 
Albany  County.  There  Garret  W.  Van  Allen  was 
born  August  i,  1790,  and  died  ]\Iay  13,  1S51. 
His  wife,  Hannah  Winne,  was  born  October  20, 
179:-,  and  died  ]\Iarch  8,  1874. 

Adam  Van  Allen,  one  of  the  sons  of  Garret  W. 
and  Hannah  (Winne)  Van  Allen,  was  born  in  New 
Scotland  September,  20,  18 13,  and  died  in  Al- 
bany August  II,  1884.  Born  and  reared  on  his 
father's  farm,  he  early  acquired  those  principles 
which  combined  to  render  him  very  successful  in  a 
business  life  upon  which  he  entered,  poor  and 
friendless,  at  a  very  early  age,  after  a  very  meager 
schooling,  under  the  tutelage  of  Harman  \'an  Pluy- 
sen,  in  one  of  the  earlier  public  schools  of  his 
native  town — a  schooling  which  terminated  when 
he  was  only  twelve  years  old.  The  succeeding  six 
months  he  passed  at  Athens,  Greene  County,  where 
he  was  an  inmate  of  the  household  of  his  uncle,  Peter 
Winne.  Returning  to  Albany  County,  he  secured 
empknment  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  George 
Crawford,  at  the  southwest  corner  of  South  Pearl 
street  and  Lydius  street  (now  Madison  avenue), 
Albany,  where  he  remained  three  years,  at  $60  per 
annum.  During  this  time  he  had  demonstrated 
his  fine  natural  aptitude  for  business,  and,  incred- 
ible as  it  may  appear,  saved  a  small  sum  of  money 
from  his  scanty  earnings.  Mr.  Crawford  now  ad- 
mitted him  to  a  partnership  in  the  business,  which 
existed  four  years  when  Mr.  Van  Allen  desiring  to 
withdraw,  sold  his  interest  to  his  former  employer 
for  $500.  In  May,  1835,  he  opened  a  dry  goods 
store  at  the  corner  of  South  Pearl  street  and  Hud- 
.son  avenue.  In  1S37  he  took  his  brother.  Conrad 
Van  Allen,  as  an  assistant,  and  subsequently  as  a 
partner;  and  after  four  years' successful  trade,  sold 
the  business  to  him  outright,  retiring  permanently 
from  mercantile  life. 

Previous  to  this  time.  Mr.  Van  Allen's  attention 
had  been  directed  to  the  manufacture  of  pottery 
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and  fire-brick,  which  had  come  to  be  one  oi  the 
most  prominent  ol  Albany's  industries,  and  in 
1 84 1,  in  partnership  with  Jacob  Henry,  he  em- 
barked in  tiie  business  on  the  south  side  of  Hud- 
son avenue,  between  Eagle  and  High  streets, 
investing  as  his  sliare  of  the  capital  $4, coo,  which 
he  had  up  to  that  time  been  able  to  save  from  the 
proceeds  of  his  former  enterprises.  The  establish- 
ment was  deslrcnx'd  by  fire  two  years  later,  and 
Mr.  Van  Allen  sustained  a  considerable  loss;  but, 
nothing  tlauiUed,  the  firm  purchased  ground  on 
Hawk  street  and  Ihulson  avenue,  extending  back 
to  Jay  street,  on  which  lliey  erected  suitable 
buildings  and  appliances,  and  resumed  the  manu- 
facture of  fire  brick  and  stoneware  on  a  still  greater 
scale.  This  business  was  continued  with  success 
until  184S,  when  failing  health  compelled  Mr.  Van 
Allen  to  relinquish  it,  and  ^Messrs.  Van  Allen  i 
Henry  sold  it  to  John  Gott  &  Amos  P.  Palmer. 

IMr.  Van  Allen  soon  after  removed,  with  his  fam- 
ily, to  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  which  he  had 
purchased  in  Bethlehem,  known  as  the  homestead 
farm  of  Solomon  Luke.  With  improved  health  he 
returned  to  Albany  in  1850,  to  be  thereafter  a  per- 
manent resident,  and  to  still  more  closely  identify 
himself  with  several  of  the  city's  most  prominent 
interests.  In  connection  with  his  former  partner, 
Jacob  Plenry,  he  purchased  a  two-thirds  interest  in 
the  old  fire-brick  establishment,  the  entire  owner- 
ship of  which  had  previously  passed  to  Amos  P. 
Palmer;  and  during  the  next  four  years  the  business 
was  conducted  by  Messrs.  Van  Allen.  Henry  & 
Palmer,  until  the  admission  to  the  firm  of  Horace 
B.  Newton,  after  which  the  four  were  partners, 
until,  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  mentioned, 
Mr.  Van  Allen  disposed  of  his  interest  to  Messrs. 
Henry,  Palmer  &  Newton.  In  1S54  lie  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  lumber  trade  in  the  Lumber  Dis- 
trict, which  he  continued  successfully,  doing  an 
average  annual  business  of  $300,000  to  $350,000, 
until  the  financial  crisis  of  1857  prostrated  the 
lumber  trade  in  common  with  most  other  interests, 
and  rendered  Mr.  Van  Allen's  relinquishment  of 
his  share  in  it  advisable. 

Meantime,  ]Mr.  Var  .-I'len  had  become  promi- 
nent in  connection  with  commercial  institutions  in 
the  city.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  Bank  of 
the  Capitol  in  1844,  he  was  chosen  one  of  its  Di- 
rectors. As  such  he  continued  until,  in  1857,  he 
was  appointed  Cashier  of  the  Union  Bank.  In 
1 86 1  he  resigned  as  Director  and  Cashier  of  the 
Union  Bank,  and  was  elected  Cashier  of  the  Bank 
of  Albany.  On  assuming  his  new  duties,  he  dis- 
covered large  defalcations,  which  liad  been  perpe- 
trated by  his  prececessor  in  office,  which  involved 
the  less  of  the  bank's  capital  and  necess  tated  the 
closing  of  its  doors  and  the  appointment  of  a  re- 
ceiver to  wind  up  its  affairs.  By  the  unanimous  re- 
quest of  the  stockholders,  Mr.  \'an  Allen  accepted 
the  appointment  of  receiver.  On  the  first  of  the 
following  September,  he  was  appointed  Cashier  of 
the  Albany  Exchange  Bank,  but  declined  to  ac- 
cept the  position.  In  October,  i  S61,  he  was  made 
Cashier  of  the  National  Exchange  Bank.  As  he 
had  done  upon  entering  upon  his  duties  as  Cashier 


of  the  Bank  of  Albany,  he  discovered  evitiences  of 
serious  defalcations  and  unwise  management  of 
the  affairs  of  this  institution,  which  had  caused  the 
loss  of  its  surplus  and  fully  onedialf  of  its  capital. 
Widi  the  assent  of  the  stockholders,  Mr.  Van 
Allen  secured  the  reduction  of  its  capital  stock 
from  $400,000  to  $20o,oco,  and  so  managed  its 
aft'airs  that  it  was  enabled  to  continue  business  and 
retain  the  public  confidence.  Upon  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  First  National  Bank  in  1S64,  he  was 
chosen  its  Cashier,  and  resigned  his  connection 
with  the  Merchants'  Bank  to  accept  the  position, 
which  he  held  until  he  was  made  President  of  the 
institution  in  1883.  At  the  organization  of  the 
National  Savings  Bank  in  1S68,  he  was  chosen  its 
Vice-President.  As  far  back  as  1854,  he  was 
elected  a  Director  of  the  Schuyler  Line,  and  in 
1864  he  was  chosen  Director  of  the  Albany  Gaslight 
Company,  and  became  its  President  in  1S82. 
With  Mr.  Silas  B.  Hamilton,  he  was  prominent 
in  the  organization  of  the  Commerce  Insurance 
Company  in  1859;  in  i860  he  was  elected  its  Wqq.- 
President;  and  at  Mr.  Hamilton's  death,  in  1S61, 
he  succeeded  to  the  Presidency  and  retained  the 
position  during  the  balance  of  his  life. 

In  early  life,  Mr.  Van  Allen  was  a  Whig  uf  the 
school  of  Clay  and  Webster,  and  his  first  vote  was 
cast  in  1834  for  Hon.  William  H.  Seward  for 
Governor.  In  1836  he  voted  for  William  H.  Har- 
rison for  President.  Subsequently  he  adopted  the 
anti-slavery  idea,  as  advocated  by  ]Mr.  Seward, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  and  firmest  supporters  of 
the  princijiles  of  the  Republican  party.  Though 
never  an  aspirant  for  political  preterment,  he  was 
repeatedly  chosen  to  places  of  public  trust  under 
the  Municipal,  County  and  State  governments.  In 
183S  he  was  elected  Inspctor  of  Schools  in  the  old 
First  Ward,  and  was  several  times  re-elected.  He 
was  Supervisor  of  his  Ward  in  1847,  1848  and 
1850.  In  1856  he  represented  the  Second  District 
in  the  Assembly.  The  following  year  he  was  elect- 
ed Treasurer  of  Albany  County  and  held  that  posi- 
tion three  years.  In  1862,  and  again  in  18S2,  he 
received  the  Republican  nomination  to  the  .Mayor- 
alty, but  disliking  political  life  and  being  engaged 
in  other  pusuits  more  congenial  to  his  tastes  and 
habits,  he  declined  to  be  a  candidate. 

In  early  life,  Mr.  Van  Allen  had  been  familiar 
with  the  forms,  ceremonies  and  general  features  of 
the  Protestant  F.piscopal  Church.     When  he  came 
to  Albany,  he  became  an  attendant  upon  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Second  Reformed  Church.     He  united 
i   with  it  in  1836,  and  was  soon  chosen  one  of  its 
Elders.   In  1848  he  was  chosen  one  of  its  Trustees, 
and  as  such  served  much  of  the  time  as  President  of 
I  the  Board  for  more  than  thirty  years.     In  1850  he 
j  became  Superintendent  of  its  Sunday  School,  and 
I  continued  in  the  office  during  nine  consecutive 
!  years.    In  1880,  he  became  a  member  of  St.  Paul's 
I  Episcopal  Church,  and  his  connection  with  it  was 
I  terminated  only  by  his  death.     In  his  relations 
j  with  both  of  lh.e  churches  nimed,  he  was  ever  zeal- 
i  ous.  liberal,  kind  and  helpful, 
i      February  i8,  1S34,  Mr.  Van  Allen  was  married 
1  to  Miss  Eleanor  Slingcrland,  daughter  of  Teunis 
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Slingerland,  of  Ouesquelhau,  in  the  town  of  New- 
Scotland. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  .Mien  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren, named  Garret  A.,  \\'illiam  H.,  Adam,  jr., 
Charles  li.,  ^lagtlalcn,  Anna  ]M. ,  Helen,  Cornelia, 
Christiana  and  Ella.  Four  of  the  daus^htcrs  are 
dead,  the  four  sons  and  Misses  Christiana  and 
Ella,  with  their  mother,  surviving.  The  lamily 
home,  No.  40  Lancaster  street,  was  built  about 
thirty  years  ago. 

Mr.  Van  Allen's  death  was  sudden  and  unex- 
pected, a  shock  alike  to  those  nearest  and  dearest 
to  him,  and  to  the  large  circle  of  warm  personal 
friends  and  business  associates  who  had  so  long 
known  him.  A  man  of  high  character,  unstinted 
benevolence,  steady  perseverance,  lofty  integrity, 
and  business  capacity  of  an  unusual  order,  he  was 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  progressive  citizens 
of  Albany  and  left  his  impress  on  its  varied  inter- 
ests, with  which  he  was  identified  from  boyhood. 
Though  his  energies  were  brought  to  bear  chiefly 
•on  the  field  of  finance,  where  his  ability  and  judg- 
ment caused  him  to  take  high  rank,  he  did  not  a 
little  toward  developing  Albany's  commercial  in- 
terests and  forwarding  her  general  prosperity.  He 
will  long  be  remembered  as  one  who  was  instru- 
mental in  purifying  the  financial  atmosphere  of  the 
city  at  a  time  when  some  of  her  leading  monetary 
institutions  were  on  the  brink  of  shameful  disaster; 
for  he  was,  above  all,  honest,  and,  as  a  banker, 
conservative,  safe  and  eminently  trustworthy. 
Courtly  m  manner,  and  possessed  of  fine  literary 
tastes,  he  was  at  once  an  agreeable  and  an  instruct- 
ive companion;  and  he  reared  up  a  home  rich  in 
evidences  of  his  appreciation  of  the  beautiful  in 
art  and  literature,  and  of  his  love  for  those  who 
shared  it  with  him.  Far  more  beautifully  than  we 
could  allude  to  them, are  the  prominent  traits  of  his 
character  referred  to  in  the  following  extract  from 


a  sermon  preached  by  Rev.  J.  Livingston  Reese. 
Pastor  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  of  Albanv,  Sumiav. 
September  7,  1884: 

"Since  last  we  knelt  round  God's  holy  taljle, 
the  loving  Lord  has  taken  to  himself  from  our 
church  family  one  whose  honored  name  will  lon<j 
be  cherished  by  us  all,  and  whose  bright,  Christian 
example  will  long  live  to  speak  for  that  Master  he 
loved  and  served  in  life.  Gentle  in  his  affections 
as  a  child,  he  was  yet  firm  as  a  rock  to  his  princi- 
ples. He  ever  had  the  courage  of  his  convictions 
and  never  feared  to  confess  them.  Though  it  was 
in  the  latter  part  of  his  Christian  life  he  connected 
himself  with  the  Church  whose  services  he  atteniJed 
in  his  early  years,  he  soon  learned  the  spiritual 
depths  of  the  Church's  liturgy,  and  its  wonderful 
power  in  developing  and  strengthening  the  charac- 
ter. Loyal  as  a  Christian  to  his  adorable  Christ: 
loyal  as  a  churchman  to  the  forms  and  us.iges  of 
his  Church;  true  in  his  friendships;  upright  and 
honorable  in  his  business;  he  has  left  to  us  and  his 
children,  as  his  best  legacy,  the  bright  example  of 
one  whose  religion  brought  forth  fruit,  and  that 
fruit  the  daily  doing  of  his  duty  both  to  God  and 
man.  His  big  heart,  while  resting  ever  on  the 
love  of  those  who  leaned  upon  him  in  the  endear- 
ments of  his  bright  and  happy  home,  was  yet  ever 
gathering  to  itself  all  that  was  beautiful  and  lovable 
in  the  world  of  men  and  letters.  Whatsoever 
things  were  true  and  honest,  and  pure  and  lovelv. 
and  of  good  report,  these  were  his  companions  ami 
his  delight.  And  when  we  think  of  his  beautiful 
life  ended  here,  only  to  enter  upon  its  enlarged 
sphere  of  activity  and  work,  where  are  ever  fresh 
treasures  of  wisdom  and  love,  we  must  this  day 
lift  the  song  of  praise  that  nearer  the  great  throne 
he  drinks  of  the  living  waters  and  tastes  of  the 
joys  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  lo\  e 
Him.' 


MANUFACTURING  INTERESTS  OF  ALBANY. 


ALBANY  can  hardly  be  called  a  manufacturing 
city.  Yet  taking  away  the  trade  engendered 
by  its  manufactories,  and  the  commercial  progress 
has  not,  latterly,  been  remarkable.  Commerce  here 
is  now  mainly  dependent  upon  the  productive 
industries.  Albany  has  changed  from  a  purely 
trading  to  more  of  a  producing  district.  In  the 
manufactories  of  the  city,  with  all  the  complex 
interchange  of  labor,  wage-money,  and  products, 
we  find  Albany's  firmest  financial  basis. 

Albany  has  many  natural  advantages  which  help 
make  up  an  economical  and  successful  manufac- 
turing district.  Its  facilities  for  receiving  and  send- 
ing by  river,  canal,  and  railroad  are  unusually 
good.  Cheapness  and  expedition,  so  necessary  in 
these  competitive  times  to  profitable  business,  are 
thus  secured. 


I  In  1820,  the  domestic  manufactories  produced 
carpeting,  coverlets,  blankets,  milled  cloths,  coarse 

i  and  superfine  flannels,  coarse  and  fine  linen; 
beaver,  castor,  roram,  napt,  and  wool  hats;  Leg- 

'  horn  and  straw  hats:  sole,  upper,  harness,  and 
milled  leather;   hollow-ware  and  solid  castings  ot 

!  various  kinds  for  machinery  and  other  uses;  pot 

I  and  pearl-ash.  whiskey,  molasses-rum,  ale.  cider. 

I   and  maple-sugar. 

I  Except  tor  family  use  there  were  no  woolen 
I  factories,  and  there  was  in  the  town  of  Watervliei 
!  one  cotton  factory. 

j       rhere  were  seventeen  carding  machines,  as  follows: 
!  Bethlehem,  3;  Coeymans.  2:  Westerlo,  2;  Berne.  3: 
i   Rensselaerville,  3;  Guilderland,  i ;  Watervliet,  3. 
j      The  fulling  machines  numbered  sixteen,  viz.,  in 
I  Bethlehem,  2;  Coeymans.  3;   Westerlo.  2;  Rens- 
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selaerville,  3;  Berne,  3;  Guilderland,  i;  Walcr- 
vliet,  2. 

Grist-mills,  thirty-four,  viz.:  Betlileheni,  6;  Coey- 
mans,  4;  Westerlo,  4;  Rensseiaerviile,  6;  Berne,  5; 
Guilderland,  2;  Watervliet,  7. 

Saw-mills,  sixty-eight,  viz. :  Bethlehem,  11;  Coey- 
mans,  11;  Westerlo,  9:  Rensselaerville,  7:  Berne, 
21;  Guilderland,  4;  Watervliet,  5. 

Tanneries,  forty-three,  viz.:  Bethlehem,  4;  Coey- 
mans, 3  ;  Westerlo,  9;  Rensselaerville,  9;  Berne, 
10;  Guilderland,  3;  Watervliet,  2;  Albany,  3. 

There  were  four  breweries  in  the  City  of  Albany, 
as  follows:  Boyd  &  McCulloch,  who  brewed  3,000 
barrels;  Robert  Dunlop,  who  brewed  3,000  barrels; 
Fidler  &  Co.,  who  brewed  1,500  barrels;  and 
Henry  Birrel,  who  brewed  1,000  barrels;  amount- 
ing annually  to  8,500  barrels;  and  four  distiller- 
ies in  the  county,  as  follows:  Daniel  Hale,  Albany, 
molasses-rum,  36,000  gallons;  Roderick  Sedgwick, 
Bethlehem,  whiskey,  40,000  gallons;  Stephen 
Wilies,  Berne,  whiskey,  850  gallons;  Asa  Colvard, 
Westerlo,  whiskey,  1 1,000  gallons;  amounting  an- 
nually to  87,850  gallons. 

There  were  also  four  air  furnaces  for  casting  hol- 
low-ware, cannon  balls,  shot,  etc.,  in  the  city; 
and  a  variety  of  solid  castings  for  machinery  were 
made. 

In  the  eastern  district  of  the  county,  pitch  and 
white  pine;  black,  white,  and  rock,  or  chestnut 
oak;  chestnut  and  hickory  or  walnut  timber  pre- 
vailed. Elm  was  plentifully  scattered  over  the 
wet  lands,  and  hemlock  was  often  found  near  the 
streams.  The  western  district  was  timbered  with 
hemlock,  beech,  sugar-maple,  black  birch,  bass- 
wood,  and  white  ash.  'I'he  swamps  afforded, 
mainly,  black  ash  and  white  or  soft  maple,  and 
some  elm.  One  peculiarity  in  the  distribution  of 
timber  in  this  district  was,  that  while  the  eastern 
sides  of  the  hills  abounded  widi  sugar-maple,  beech, 
basswood,  and  white  ash,  the  ridges  and  western 
aspects  were  covered  with  a  greater  proportion  of 
hemlock.  Thus  an  abundance  of  lumber  was  sup- 
plied. 

In  the  eastern  district,  the  natural  growth  suc- 
ceeding the  first  clearing  was  nearly  the  same  as 
the  first  growth,  but  in  the  western,  beech,  black 
birch,  sugar-fnaple,  white  ash,  a  small  quantit}'  of 
black  cherry,  and  plenty  of  a  species  of  wild  red 
cherry  obtained. 

BREWING. 

Albany,  as  it  is  at  the  terminus  of  the  canal  and 
the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Hudson  River,  is 
well  Located  for  any  manufacture.  The  hop  and 
barley  districts  are  near  by,  and  Albany  has  es- 
tablished a  national  reputation  in  malt  products. 
This  important  industry  had  its  beginning  with  the 
infancy  of  tlie  city,  and  the  beer  and  ale  interest 
has  grown  immensely. 

In  1 66 1,  Arent  Van  Corlear  was  engaged  in 
brewing  here,  and  some  authorities  have  it  that  in 
1635,  ^  brewery  was  located  at  Rensselaerwyck. 
In  1695,  Ben.  C.  Corlacr  and  Albert  Ryckman 
"were  authorized  and  ilirected  to  brew,  for  the  use 


of  the  Common  Council,  three  pipes  of  beer  at 
£\o  13s."  One  of  the  prominent  brewers  of  the 
last  century  was  Harme  Gansevoort,  who  died  in 
iSor.  His  brewery  stood  at  the  corner  of  Maiden 
lane  and  Dean  street,  and  was  dc-molished  in  1S07. 
As  late  as  1833,  wiien  the  dome  of  Stanwix  Hall 
was  raised,  the  aged  Dutchmen  of  the  c;ty  compared 
it  to  the  cajiacious  brew-kettle  of  old  Harme 
Gansevoort,  whose  fame  was  fresh  in  their  mem- 
ories. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  a 
Mr.  Gill  was  proud  of  the  fact  that  he  produced 
150  barrels  of  beer  yearly.  In  this  city,  during  the 
year  ending  May  i,  1S84,  there  were  manufactured 
359,203  barrels  of  malt  liquors,  an  increase  over 
the  previous  year  of  26,409  barrels.  The  four 
breweries  in  Albany  in  1S20,  are  named  on  a  near 
page. 

Robert  Dunlop  was  the  first  brewer  in  this  city 
known  to  persons  now  living.  He  started  a  little 
brewery  at  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Quacken- 
bush  street.  This  was  destroyed  forty  years  ago. 
Andrew  Kirk's  brewery  on  Upper  Broadway,  now- 
occupied  by  the  Fort  Orange  Brewing  Company, 
dates  back  to  183S.  James  K.  Carroll  is  Treasurer 
of  this  Company;  Edward  F.  Carroll,  Secretary; 
and  D.  McDonald,  Brewx>r.  The  John  ]McKnight 
Brewery,  on  Hawk  street,  has  not  been  used  for 
years,  and  the  premises  are  now  owned  and  used 
by  Thomas  ]\IcCredie,  maltster.  Uri  Burt  started 
a  small  brewery  in  a  dwelling-house  at  the  corner 
of  Colonic  and  Montgomery  streets,  having  a  ca- 
pacity of  about  twenty  barrels. 

Of  the  old  breweries  now  in  use,  the  Albany 
Brewing  Companj-  is  one.  It  was  founded  in  1797 
by  James  Boyd,  and  to  this  day  the  Boyd  family 
retain  an  interest  in  it.  The  original  building  was 
24  by  30  feet.  Its  buildings  now  cover  the  block 
bounded  by  Arch,  Green,  South  Ferry  and  Frank- 
lin streets,  and  are  of  brick,  from  two  to  eight 
stories  high,  with  fine  cellars,  their  capacity  being 
150,000  barrels  of  ale  and  porter  annually.  Two 
hundred  thousand  bushels  of  malt  also  are  made 
yearl}',  and  125  workmen  tind  employment.  The 
Albany  Brewing  Company  is  the  successor  of  Cool- 
idge,  Pratt  Co.  The  officers  for  1S84  were  John 
S.  Boyd,  President;  James  H.  Pratt,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer;  J.  M.  Knapp,  ^lember  of  the  Executive 
Committee.  John  S.  Boyd  is  a  grandson  of  the 
founder  of  the  establishment.  Their  products  are 
shipped  through  the  New  England  States  and  to 
New  York  Cit}',  in  which  the}'  have  a  depot  on 
West  street.  G.  W.  Robinson  is  Brewer  of  this 
Company,  and  T.  C  Rowe,  Superintendent. 

The  Taylor  Brewerv  was  started  October  12, 
1822.  Mr.  John  Taylor,  its  founder,  erected  the 
present  building  on  South  Broadway  in  1851  and 
1852.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Taylor  in  1863, 
the  firm  name  was  changed  to  John  Taylor's  Sons. 
The  Messrs.  Taylor  who  now  conduct  the  bus- 
iness are  not  relatives  of  the  tounder.  Their  prod- 
uct is  shipped  mostly  through  New  England  and 
New  York. 

j  George  I.  and  Theodore  ]M.  Amsdell  Brothers  are 
I  brewers  of  ale  and  porter.    Their  father  at  one  time 
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was  engaged  as  a  brewer  at  the  l"a)lor  brewery. 
He  afterwards  started  a  little  brewery  in  the 
country.  The  present  institution  began  in  1850, 
and  has  increased  until  the  area  occupied  by  them 
is  354  by  150  feet,  on  which  are  six  large  brick 
buildings,  live  and  six  stories  in  hight.  They 
employ  150  men  and  turn  out  So, coo  barrels  of 
ale  and  160,000  bushels  of  malt  annually.  \V.  T. 
Amsdcll  is  Superintendent  of  this  brewery,  G.  A. 
Hargrave  is  Brewer. 

What  is  now  the  Fort  Orange  Brewing  Company, 
was  established  in  1S39  by  I\Ir  Goewey.  He  was 
succeded  by  Mr.  Kiik.  Messrs.  Kearney  &  IMc- 
Quade;  Wilson  tl;  Co. ;  Smythe  &  Walker,  who 
remained  until  May,  1SS2,  succeeded  in  turn, 
when  the  present  Company  was  formed.  Alexander 
Gregory,  the  President  of  the  Company,  is  an  ex- 
perienced brewer. 

The  establishment  of  James  K.  Carroll  and  Dun- 
can McDonald,  at  900  to  912  Broadway,  is  two 
stories,  50  x  120  feet,  with  an  annual  capacity  of 
30,000  barrels.  They  manufacture  India  Pale  Ale 
XXX,  Amber  XX,  Cream  Ales,  Pale  XXX,  Amber 
XX,  Stock  Ales  and  Porter. 

Besides  the  above  breweries  are  those  of  T.  D. 
Coleman  &  Brothers,  at  132  to  154  Chestnut  street, 
and  Granger's  brewery,  corner  of  Church  and 
Fourth  avenue,  of  which  George  F.  Granger  is 
proprietor.  Ale  is  the  only  malt  liquor  brewed  at 
these  two  establishment.s. 

Lacer  Beer. 

The  manufacture  of  Lager  Beer  in  this  country 
is  comparatively  of  recent  date.  In  Albany  the  Be- 
verwyck  Brewery  on  North  Ferry  street  is  the  largest. 
This  was  started  forty  years  ago  by  James  Quinn, 
who  brewed  ale  on  the  same  street  In  1866, 
Terence  J.  Quinn  and  ?*Iichael  N.  Nolan  formed 
a  partnership,  which  continued  until  1878,  the  year 
of  Mr.  Quinn's  death;  since  then  the  business  has 
been  conducted  by  ^Ir.  X'olan,  the  firm  name  re- 
maining unchanged.  The  buildings  on  X'orth 
Ferry  street  are  first-class.  The  cost  of  the  Be- 
verwyck  Brewery  was  $350,000,  and  it  is  now 
manufacturing  60,000  barrels  of  beer  and  over 
50,000  barrels  of  ale  annually.  !Mr.  Nolan  is  Pres- 
ident and  Treasurer;  Augustus  Kampfer,  Secretary; 
M.  Schrodt,  General  Manager;  W.  Hofi'man,  Su- 
perintendent; and  Alexander  Hargrave,  Brewer. 

The  Cataract  Brewery  was  established  in  1857, 
between  Park  avenue.  South  Swan  street  and  ]\I_\  rtle 
avenue,  by  Frederick  Hinckel  and  A.  Schimerer: 
the  former  conducting  the  business  until  his  death, 
in  1882.  His  successors  arc  his  brother,  A.  C. 
Hinckel,  who  is  Business  ^Manager,  and  his  sons, 
Frederick  and  Charles  A.,  the  latter  being  Treas- 
urer. About  75  workmen  are  employed,  and  the 
annual  output  is  35,000  barrels. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of 
barrels  of  ale  and  lager  beer  manufactured  in 
Albany  for  the  years  ending  April  30,  1S83,  and 
April  30,  1884: 

Ale. 

18S3  236,491  barrels. 

1884  .-263,459  " 

Increase,  26,968  barrels. 


I,.\GER  Deer. 

1883  95,743  barrels. 

•884  94.475 

Deciease,  1,268  barrels. 

MALTSTERS. 

The  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  John  G. 
White  &  Sons,  maltsters,  125  Hudson  avenue,  has 
been  engaged  in  this  business  for  over  60  yeans, 
as  in   1823,  he,  with  his  brother  William,  first 
began  the  industry  in  this  city.    The  business 
has  enlarged  until  they  have  plants  in  Xcv,-  York, 
Philadelphia,  and  in  Bath,  opposite  Albany.  Their 
malt-house  here  is  seven  stories  in  hight,  brick, 
150  by  70  feet,  with  an  L  30  by  50  feet,  and  an 
annual  capacity  of  450.000  bushels.    The  malt- 
house  in  New  York  is  five  stories,  200  by  80  feet, 
capacity  350,000  bushels;  and  at  Philadelphia  is 
■iixstories,  1 60  by  60  feet,  with  a  capacity  of  100,000 
I   bushels.    The  business  done  by  them  is  one  of 
!   the  largest  in  this  country,  and  their  trade  extends 
i   throughout  New  York,   Pennsylvania  and  X"ew 
I   England.    The  members  of  the  firm  are  John  G. 
White  and  his  son,  Andrew  G.  White.  5latthew 
White,  another  son,  is  manager  of  the  house  lo- 
1   cated  in  New  York,  and  Mr.  William  Little,  of  the 
i   one  in  Philadelphia. 

A  leading  representative  of  the  malting  trade 
of  Albany  is  the  house  of  J.  W.  Tillinghast, 
which  was  founded  in  1850  by  the  late  John 
Tweddle,  the  business  coming  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  present  proprietor  in  1S70.  Two 
j  plants  are  operated  by  I\Ir.  Tillinghast,  one  located 
at  No  105  Montgomery  street,  and  the  other  on 
the  corner  of  State  and  Lark  streets.  The  former  is 
a  five-story  structure,  195  by  ico  feet  in  dimensions, 
the  latter  is  three  stories  high  and  covers  an  area  of 
74  by  140  feet,  the  two  having  an  aggregate  capacity 
for  the  production  of  about  300,000  bushels  of 
malt  annually.  The  equipment  of  these  malt- 
houses  embraces  all  the  latest  improved  machinen- 
and  appliances  known  to  the  trade,  operated  bv 
steam,  employment  being  furnished  to  about  thinv 
skilled  workmen. 

Thomas  McCredie,  maltster,  34  Clinton  avenue, 
began  his  business  in  barley  malting^  in  1847. 
His  productions  have  grown  from  a  few  hundred 
bushels  annually,  to  250,000  bushels,  the  present 
output.     His  four  establishments  are  as  follows: 
first,  on  Canal,  Orange  and  Hawk  street,  size_200 
I   by  50  feet,  six  stories,  brick;  second,  on  Clinton 
j   avenue,  50  x  200  feet,  three  stories;  third,  on  Central 
I   avenue,  Robin  and  Bradford  streets,  two  stories, 
I   65  X  100  feet;  and  the  last,  on  North  Pearl  street, 
j   three  stories,  50  x  140  feet.    Twenty -five  work- 
men are  employed. 

The  house  of  IMessrs.  Story  Brothers  was 
founded  in  1S68.  The  present  proprietors  are  I. 
T. ,  William  and  R.  R.  Story.  The  firm  has  two 
malt-houses,  one  on  Broadway  and  Cherry  street, 
which  is  four-stories  high,  140  x  70  feet,  witli  a  two- 
story  adilition,  35  x  35  feet:  the  other  on  Broad- 
way and  Plum  street,  which  is  two-stories  high, 
^37  ^  45  'cet.  The  storage  warehouse  is  four 
stories,  137  x  35  feel  in  dimensions.    The  annual 
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product  is  1 75,000  bushels.  Fiftetn  woiknien  are 
employed. 

M'illiam  Kirk,  son  of  Andrew  Kirk,  one  of  the 
earlier  maltsters  in  Albany,  is  the  proprietor  of  a 
malt-house,  3  Kirk  place. 

WILLIAM  APPLETON. 

The  life  of  William  Appleton,  of  Albany,  was 
an  eminently  successful  one,  both  from  a  moral 
and  a  financial  point  of  view.  He  was  born  in 
181 1  at  Goodmanham,  Yorkshire,  England,  and 
died  in  Alban)-,  February  11,  1S83.  His  father 
and  mother,  springing  from  int^ucntial  families, 
occupied  the  farm  which  for  generations  back 
had  been  in  his  mother's  family.  The  town  of 
Goodmanham  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  England, 
and  contains  many  quaint  and  interesting  buildings, 
amo^ig  which  is  a  small  church  constructed  out  of 
what  originally  was  a  heathen  temple,  erected  in 
the  year  627.  T.he  house  in  which  he  was  born 
was  a  large,  fine  structure  of  graystone,  with  solid 
beams  and  doors  of  oak,  and  windows  of  horn. 
Though  very  old,  it  still  stands,  an  example  of 
the  substantial  manner  in  which  such  structures 
were  built  in  those  days.  Mr.  Appleton  was  un- 
fortunate in  losing  his  parents  before  his  boyhood 
had  passed.  Upon  the  death  of  his  mother  he  fell 
heir  to  quite  a  large  landed  estate.  At  this  time 
he  was  a  mere  lad,  and  those  whom  the  law  had 
placed  over  him  to  control  his  property  conspired 
to  deprive  him  of  it.  How  well  they  succeeded 
appears  from  the  fact,  that  before  he  had  attained 
his  majority  it  had  all  been  taken  from  him,  and 
involved  in  such  a  manner  that  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  regain  it.  Still  this  did  not  crush  and 
dishearten  him,  as  it  would  have  done  many,  but 
served  rather  to  kindle  the  talent,  energies  and  per- 
sonalities which  were  to  characterize  him  in  his 
after  life.  After  having  lost  his  heritage,  anticipat- 
ing the  fruitlessness  of  any  efforts  that  he  might 
make  to  regain  it,  he  resolved  to  cast  his  lot  in 
America,  where  he  frncied  he  could  more  success- 
fully lay  the  foundation  and  rear  the  superstructure 
of  his  after-life.  Accordingly,  in  1S32,  he  left  his 
native  soil  and  came  directly  to  Albanv,  where  he 
determined  to  make  his  future  home.  He  com- 
menced business  as  a  grain  merchant  on  Washing- 
ton street,  and  soon  became  widely  known  through- 
out the  States  as  being  one  of  the  best  judges  of 
grain  in  the  country.  He  was  very  successful,  and 
his  advice  was  sought  by  merchants  from  far  and 
near.  Soon  he  determined  to  extend  his  interests, 
and  in  1S47  entered  the  malting  busine-s,  which 
proved  so  remunerative  that  he  erected  a  large 
malt-house  on  Washington  street,  near  the  place 
where  he  had  begun  his  business  career.  Still 
later  he  formed  a  partnership  in  New  York  Citv, 
and  there  carried  on  the  largest  business  in  oats 
done  in  the  metropoli.'?.  He  was  also  the  proprie- 
tor of  a  line  of  barges  plying  on  the  Hudson  be- 
tween Albany  and  New  York. 

Mr.  Appleton  acquired  a  large  amount  of  landed 
property,  and,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  one  of 
the  largest  real  estate  owners  in  Albany.    He  was  a 


member  of  the  Boards  of  Trade  of  Albany  and  New 
Y'ork,  and  was  connected  as  trustee  and  director 
with  a  number  of  banks  and  other  corporations. 
He  was  a  man  of  strong  convictions  and  a  decided 
individuality,  which  in  no  small  degree  contributed 
to  his  successful  career.  His  life,  though  quiet  and 
retiring,  was  full  of  good  deeds.  He  was,  in  an 
unostentatious  way,  one  of  the  most  benevolent  of 
men,  and  many  poor  people  of  Albanv,  to  whom 

i  his  death  brought  sadness,  can  testily  to  his  kind- 
ness and  liberality.  Highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  him,  he  was  one  of  the  most  welcome  of 
friends  and  companions:  and  his  extensive  knowl- 
edge of  a  wide  range  of  subjects  made  him  very  in- 
teresting in  conversation.  He  was  a  model  husband 
and  fatiier,  and  with  his  family  he  was  exception- 

I  ally  liberal  and  painstaking.  His  home  was  the 
place  of  all  places  where  he  loved  to  spend  his 
time,  and  upon  it  he  lavished  care  and  expense 
without  stint. 

Mr.  Appleton  was  married  in  1S44  to  iMi^s 
Jerusha,  daughter  of  Luther  Frisbee.  Eight  chil- 
ren  were  the  fruits  of  their  marriage,  five  of  whoTu 
have  died.  The  remaining  three  are  Mrs.  Clem- 
ent H.  Warren,  Mrs.  Clifford  D.  Gregory  and 
William  Appleton,  Jr.  The  latter  is  since  de- 
ceased. 


Herewith  is  given  as  complete  a  list  of  brewers, 
maltsters,  and  distillers,  with  the  year  in  which  they 
commenced,  as  we  are  able  to  obtain. 
(Abbreviation?.— B  ,  Brewer;  M.,  Maltster;  D.,  Distiller.) 
1816.— McLeish  ct  Birrell.  B.,  38  North  Pearl 
i  street;  Henry  G.  Webb,   ls\.,  Schenectady  Turn- 
j  pike. 

1S17. — Jacob  Cole,  B.,  16S  Washington  street: 
Joseph  Ketcham,  B.,  206  North  Market  street; 
Hathorn  McCulloch,  B.  (partner  of  Robert  Boyd), 
Ferry  street;  William  Wake,  B. ,  Schenectad\  Turn- 
pike; Abraham  Slawson,  M.,  214  North  ]^Iarket 
street;  Daniel  Hale,  Jr.,  D,,  82  North  }tlarket 
street;  David  Lent,  D.,  93  Washington  street: 
Charles  P.  Poinier,  cordial,  254  Washington  street. 

1825.— Boyd  &  McCulloch,  B.  (1819  to  1825^; 
Henry  Birrell,  B. ,  North  Market;  Fiddler  oi:  Tay- 
lor, P>. ,  51  Hamilton  street;  John  Gardner,  B. ; 
I  Stephen  Humphries,  B. ,  236  North  Market  street; 
Peter  Snider,  B. ,  .Schuyler  street;  Charles  Fields, 
M. ;  Christopher  Robertson,  M.,  85  Orange  street; 
James  Oliver,  cordial  distiller  and  rum  coloring, 
South  Market  street. 

1830. — William  Amsdcll,  B.  (father  of  Amsdell 
Brothers),  14  Rose  street;  Patrick  Connelly,  B. , 
52  Church  street;   Robert  Dunlap,  B. ,  208  North 
j   Market  street:    lohn  Gardner,  B. ,  Montgomery 
j  street;  Reuben  Pearl,  B.,  Franklin  street;  Sinclair' 
i  &  Walsh,  B. ,  South  ?ilarket  and  Hudson  streets; 
John  'J'aylor,  B. ;  John  it  George  Birdsall,  ^F. ; 
James  Caliall,  M.,  South  Lansing  street;  T.  Moun- 
I   sey,  M.,  Washington  and  Western  Turnpike:  Adam 
Dows,  I).,  Water  street:  J.  Root,  rcctitier,  3'->  Dean 
street. 

1840. — Baker  ct  Pruyn,  B. .  9  Dean  street;  How- 
ard A:  Ryckman,  B.,  210  South   Market  street; 
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Andrew  Kirk,  B.,  17  Nortli  :*Iarket  street;  John 
'J'aylor.  15.,  Si  (Jrcen  streect;  Simpson  Ba\o,  M., 
417  State  street;  William  Birloy,  M.,  45  ^'an 
Wocrt;  James  Breeman,  M.,  66  Franklin  street; 
[ames  Buciuinan,  M.,  41  C'olonie  street;  George 
\V.  Knowlton  ('>>.,  rectifiers  of  whiskey,  198 
South  Market  street;  Michael  O'Sullivan,  cordials. 
North  Market  and  Columbia  streets. 

iS^ 2._Bo}d  Bro.,  B.  and  M.,  Franklin,  cor- 
ner Arcii;  l.L'glestun  c'v:  Mix,  B. ,  9  and  11  Dean 
street;  Appleton  i^-  Welsh,  309  \A'ashington  street; 

A.  A.  Dunlop,  B.  and  ^F,  28  Quay;  Andrew  Kirk, 

B.  and  >F,  904  Broadway;  R.  Kirkpatrick,  M. , 
415  Slate  strett;  WiMiam  A.  McCulloch,  AF ;  John 
McKnight,  1!  and  M.,  Hawk  and  Canal  streets; 
Iliram  Forrv,  AF,  3S8  Washington  street;  John  G. 
Wiiiie,  B.  and  INI.,  Quay,  corner  Bleecker;  John 
Tavior  iV:  Sons,  M.,  Broadway,  corner  Arch;  H. 
Classen,  D.,  S40  Broadway;  Cyrus  Edson,  D.,  11 
Hudson  street;  FF  Knowlton,  D.,  197  Broadway; 
George  'Fweddlc,  ]\F,  State,  corner  Fark  street; 
Cri  JUirt,  B. ,  Montgomery  and  Colonic  streets; 
James  Chester,  small  beer,  South  Pearl  street; 
Sands  Pennie,  B. ,  5  Steuben  street;  C.  W.  Schin- 
dier,  lager  beer,  43  Division  street;  Amsdell 
Biothers,  B.,  Jay  street. 

1857.^ — Cyrus  Edson  &  Co.,  D. ;  A.  A,  Dunlop, 
D.  (son  of  Robert  Dunlop),  63  Quay  street;  J. 
Evers,  D.,  Chapel  street;  J.  Tracey,  D. ;  J.William- 
s<m  iS:  Sons,  rectifiers;  Amsdell  Brothers,  B.,  Jay 
street. 

1S65.— fohn  H.  Trowbridge,  rectifier,  12  State 
street;  Coolidge,  Pratt  &  Co.,  B. ,  Arch,  corner 
Franklin  street;  John  McKnights  Son,  B.,  Flawk, 
corner  Canal  street;  James  P.  Quinn,  B. ,  24 
North  Ferry  street;  Henry  Weber,  B. ,  65  Bowery, 
weiss  beer;  D.  S.  Wood  Co.,  B.,  Swan,  cor- 
ner \\'est  Ferry  street;  George  W^  Hoxsie,  brewed 
Ho.xsie  bottled. 

1870. — Michael  Aud,  B. ,  130  Chestnut  street; 
F.  D.  Coleman  Bro.,  B.,  146  Chestnut  street; 
Frederick  Hinckel,  B. ,  Swan  street,  corner  Park 
avenue;  Quinn  &  Nolan,  B. ,  North  F'erry  street. 

1875. — George  Weber,  weiss  beer,  44  Third 
avenue;  J.  'Fracey  &  Son,  D. ;  Smyth  i  Walker,  B., 
904  Broadway;  John  G.  Schneider,  B. ,  133  Fourth 
avenue;  McNamara  &  ^IcFoughlin.  B.,  31  Central 
avenue;  INIarshall  &  Rapp,  B. ,  65  Central  avenue; 
Alexander  Gregory,  B.,  70  Central  avenue;  J.  F. 
Hedrick,  B. ,  422  Central  avenue;  John  Dobler, 
B. ,  Swan  and  Myrtle  axenues;  Fred.  Dietz,  B. 

Granger's  Brewery,  Fourth  avenue,  corner  of 
Church  street,  is  under  the  sole  proprietorship  of 
George  F.  Granger,  formerly  with  the  Albany 
Brewing  Company,  Fie  manufactures  Cream, 
Pale,  India,  Stock,  and  California  Ales.  He  also 
brews  a  brand  called  the  Burton  Ales. 

John  S.  Dobler  conducts  an  ale-brewing  estab- 
lishment at  the  coiner  of  Swan  street  and  Myrtle 
avenue. 

For  a  number  of  years  Jacc  ib  Kirchner  conducted 
an  ale  brewery  in  Albany.  He  died  a  few  years 
ago,  since  which  the  business  has  been  conducted 
by  his  heirs. 


Cook  &  Meutsch,  129  Fourth  avenue,  and  Geo. 
Weber,  42,  44,  and  46  Third  avenue,  brews  weiss 
beer. 

FREDERICK  HINCKEF. 

'Fhe  record  of  a  man's  life  is  the  most  enduring 
memorial  that  can  be  erected  to  his  memory.  The 
story  of  his  efforts  to  reach  a  place  among  the  hon- 
ored and  successful  men  of  his  time  must  alwavs 
remain  as  a  valuable  and  inspiring  examj)le,  whose 
far-reaciiing  influence  and  ennobling  effect  testify 
in  strongest  eloquence  to  the  worth  of  well-directed 
energies.  F.special  stress  may  well  be  placed  upon 
such  a  life  history  when  the  achievement  has  been 
efieeted  from  the  humblest  of  beginnings;  in  short, 
when  the  man  who  accomplished  such  a  work  is, 
in  the  strongest  scn=e,  a  self-made  man. 

Frederick  Hinckel,  one  of  Albany's  honored 
German  citizens,  was  such  a  man.  He  came  of 
that  sturdy,  staunch,  and  honored  class  from  whose 
members  Albany  has  gained  vastly  in  enterprise, 
industry,  and  good  ciUzenship.  Fie  honored  alike 
the  race  from  which  he  sprang  and  the  communitr 
with  which  his  life  labors  \vere  identified,  and 
towards  the  development  of  whose  prosperous  in- 
terests his  ambition  was  directed.  Fie  was  born 
in  Germany,  October  29,  1S32,  and  in  his  youth 
passed  through  a  rugged  experience  which  while 
bringing,  mayhap,  a  volume  of  denials  and  strug- 
gling efforts,  surely  established  the  foundation  of 
self-reliance  and  determined  energy  that  worked 
out  the  successful  purposes  of  his  later  life.  He 
began  the  battle  of  existence  a  poor  boy,  but  he 
set  before  his  feet  the  resolve  to  waste  no  oppor- 
tunity that  might  help  him  along  the  pathway  to 
success.  German  thrift  and  industrious  applica- 
tion, joined  with  ambitious  ardor,  soon  bore  whole- 
some and  abundant  fruit.  In  1S57,  Mr.  Flinckel 
founded  in  a  small  way  the  business  of  beer 
brewing,  and  once  with  his  ground  sure  beneath 
him,  he  pre.ssed  vigorously  and  confidently  on- 
ward. He  looked  to  become  ultimately  a  prominent 
figure  among  the  brewers  of  his  time,  and  his 
determination  naturally  and  necessarily  wrought 
out  that  end.  His  progress  and  success  were 
rapid.  Integrity  and  diligence  were  the  watch- 
words of  his  career,  and  by  the  light  of  their  guid- 
ance and  counsel  he  moved  forward,  winning 
not  only  prosperity  as  a  manufacturer,  but  en- 
during and  substanUal  worth  as  a  citizen.  He 
began  in  1S57  as  a  brewer,  in  a  very  humble  capa- 
city; in  1S81,  when  he  died,  he  was  the  owner  of 
one  of  the  best  equipped,  as  well  as  one  of  the 
costliest  breweries  in  the  country.  His  business 
had  grown  to  such  proportions  that  more  than  a 
hundred  men  were  required  to  conduct  it,  w  hile  in 
far-reaching  details  it  may  be  noted  that  his  com- 
mercial transactions  extended  over  the  entire  State 
of  New  York.  L'nh.ippilv  for  him  the  last  sum- 
nKjns  came  to  him  just  as  he  had  reached  the 
culmination  of  his  ambition,  in  the  successful  inau- 
guration of  the  great  enterprise  that  still  bears  his 
name.  Fie  died  October  29,  iSSi,  and  in  that 
year  the  present  Hinckel  Brewery  was  completed. 


•,7 


:.-  i >;.■.  [               'X\'}^i--       '        ;   ;  .  ;-.  .u  ;  ■ 
ii^i'A          '-v.''         .3.                                    ■.  '^:.) 

,     ', ;  .■•     ;,  :^    '.),"■'-  'r'^..-'' -  visf  '  i  ^  ,,'.<• 

:,;    ^                       .         .             :          .  ■     ,     ii:'  i  .                  •.)     ii:;:t!;;    ;:"\lr/:0    r 'u.i/ 

'                          \'  ^'  ^-  V-'  :  ^■-■'■■^ 

■ \                        ■  ■..  ry .  .!•.>.  i.^        • .  5  .'-'^ 

^.  ./y      ^  -  :  -v.'^ 

, ,  ..  ■         ^   ,                      •  •  '  '-.io^i-^ 

■  ■      I .  ...       -    "  ,■ 

'■  ■             ■    ■    -            '  "',     '           '  y              ''O  •  i  ■         i'.;.;!— t 

■.   ■  -     '     '  ■■    ■                   '''  y,'  yri:         ''fi.  lyji'i^ 

•■  ■       '  ■  -       ■        '  '              ■'  ■.          ,  :;■;■.>:■:  .    iiy^-  '< 

.   ,'.  ' :  -J,  i.i  -o.','  .c  iTS'-'-o 

•  ■                         \_  ,  .    ;     ..y.:-  -v-n'o/;  ■•'■L  !-■.'// 

'                  "            ■'  '      •  "■  !;Om  -Jir^^Oi-i 

''  '     '■           '.  '■         s-y  ;        , -'i  l^'-j.i'^il''--- 

.             ]            ..■  •-;    y:\'.yiii'..^--.    ■'.)  -MirJ  ■ 'yy: 'yy  vi  i-  y 

'                                               .-\            Hj:';  :..S-  yyyy..  y  '  .'I.  'll'^-n-f-'!, 

'i    I  Urriii^'J  o\",'.a  /no;:-j"i--.'  ;..;!)«;./;'-,.•'_. 

'.     ■    '    :  '    ''  '     "■'                     .-  v'.-;,    .;);   ■>■,!, '<v  ' ,   J-?';!!?  (ijll.niJ 

  •    ■                                    ■   ,■  !'/  '-y--'    '''yy-^'A    .•■"■'yni;\'^)     '.l  i?:/r>'->:»:  • 


.  'y'  :■.  '  I'-yy  •  .yyy 


;;        ft  .1, 


■    ■  r  !       ,  ' :  I  r.  ■ ;  I,/    ; ; ;  ' 


500 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


He  saw,  however,  tliat  he  had  won  the  triumph  he 
had  worked  for,  and  that  was  to  him  a  proud 
consolation.  He  passed  away,  if  not  full  of 
)-cars  (for  he  was  still  in  the  strength  of  vigorous 
manhood),  assuredly  full  of  respect  and  esteem  as  a 
citizen.  As  an  employer  he  was  more  of  a  friend 
to  his  people  than  a  master,  and  thus  it  was  that 
he  held  in  their  afiections  a  warm  place.  Many 
of  his  servitors  boasted  with  pardonable  pride  that 
they  had  remained  with  him  during  the  entire 
period  of  his  business  career.  ]\Ir.  Hinckel  was 
fully  abreast  the  age  as  a  citizen  of  public  spirit, 
and  untiringly  urged  and  assisted  any  project  hav- 
ing for  its  object  the  promotion  of  the  popular 
Welfare.  He  was  a  member  the  community  could 
ill  spare,  and  one  whose  absence  will  continue  to 
be  felt  for  some  time  to  come.  H^is  influence  and 
example  live,  however,  and  they  will  to  much 
worthv  purpose  allieit  their  author  and  builder  has 
laid  down  the  burden  of  life  for  ever. 

tho:mas  .aicCREDH-:. 

Thomas  McCredie,  one  of  the  oldest,  most  suc- 
cessful and  highly  esteemed  business  men  of 
Albany,  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  No- 
vember 30,  iSoS.  His  father,  Thomas  McCredie, 
a  wholesale  wine  and  liquor  merchant,  and  his 
mother,  Sarah  (Gamble)  McCredie,  both  died 
when  he  was  only  four  years  old,  leaving  him 
to  the  care  and  guardianship  of  an  uncle  and 
an  aunt,  each  possessing  in  full  measure  all  the 
distinguishing  traits  of  Scottish  character.  With 
them,  his  early  youth  was  spent,  in  Ayrshire, 
not  in  idleness,  but  in  attending  school,  and  in 
learning  to  do  and  doing  the  innumerable  things 
so  useful  and  necessary  on  a  farm.  Then  and 
there  his  faculties  were  exercised  and  sharpened, 
and  by  precept  and  example  he  was  taught  lessons 
of  industry,  economy,  perseverance  and  self-re- 
liance wliich  he  never  forgot.  When  Mr.  Mc- 
Credie was  young,  parents  thought  it  prudent  that 
their  sons  should  learn  some  useful  trade,  the 
better  to  qualify  them,  should  circumstances  re- 
quire it,  to  earn  a  living  and  render  them  less 
dependent  upon  others.  Accordingly  when  he  was 
fourteen  years  old,  his  uncle  apprenticed  him  for 
three  years  and  a  half  to  a  carpenter,  to  learn  that 
honorable  trade. 

1  here  he  developed  mechanical  and  construct- 
ive faculties  which  were  of  great  service  to  him 
later  in  life.  He  saw,  however,  a  larger  and  a 
better  field  open  for  him.  Thinking  of  his  father 
led  him  to  consider  the  business  in  which  he 
had  been  engaged,  and  then  to  gain  all  the  knowl- 
edge concerning  it,  in  its  various  branches  and 
kindred  subjects,  that  he  could.  The  subject  of 
malting  early  engaged  his  earnest  attention,  and  he 
determined  to  learn  it  as  soon  as  an  opportunity 
should  otTer. 

Mr.  McCredie  lunl  heard  and  read  much  about 
America;  its  free  institutions  and  the  honors  and 
the  rewards  that  were  there  open  to  competition 
for  all,  and  he  determined  to  visit  the  Cnited 
States  to  learn  about  it  for  himself.    Tiie  3Cth  day 


I  of  October,   1S3S,  he  reached  Albany.    It  was 
;  cold  and  gloomy;  the  ground  was  covered  with 
i  three  inches  of  snow;  and  his  first  impressions  were 
quite  unfavorable.     Dear  old  Scotland  seemed  to 
him  dearer  than  ever  before,  and  he  wished  him- 
self back  there.    Soon,  however,  he  made  the 
i  acquaintance  of  Peter  Ballantine,  a  brother  Scotch- 
!  man,  from  near  his  own  home,  the  famous  maltster 
i  and  brewer,  and  by  his  advice  he  at  once  began 
i  work  in  Howard  &  Ryckman's  malt-house,  where 
he  remainetl  during  that  season.     His  next  three 
years  were  spent  in  the  Kirk  IMalt-houses  and 
Brewery,  two  of  them  as  Superintendent.  Then 
j  for  six  years  he  was  the  Superintendent  of  the 
j  malt  houses  in  West  Troy  owned  by  Robert  Dun- 
j  lop,  another  Scotchman,  who,  with  all  his  pecu- 
liarities, was  in  his  business  far  ahead  of  his  day 
i  and  generation.     From  West  Troy  Mr.  McCredie 
went  to  Philadelphia  to  superintend  Mr.  Paul's 
large  malt-house,  and  after  remaining  there  one 
season  he  was  o.ffered  an  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness; but  a  like  offer  having  been  made  him  by 
Robert  Dunlop,  he  accepted  the  latter  and  re- 
turned to  Albanv.   In  1848,  he  married  ]\Iiss  Eilen 
Dunlop,  youngest  daughter  of  his  partner.  She 
died  two  years  later,  an  only  daughter  surviv- 
ing her  for  a  short  time.    The  partnership  of 
Robeit  Dunlop  and  Mr.  McCredie  continued  three 
years,  when  it  was  terminated  by  the  death  of  the 
former,   when   Mr,   McCredie  and   his  brother- 
in-law,  Archibald   Dunlop,  entered  into  a  part- 
nership of  short  duration.     In  settling  up  the 
i  estate  of  his  father-in-law,  ]\Ir.  McCredie  became 
I  the    purchaser   of   the  Dunlop    Malt-house  on 
Clinton  avenue,  which  he  has  since  owned  and 
operated.    About  the  time  of  this  purchase,  an 
arrangement  was  entered  into  whereby  ^\x.  Mc- 
{  Creche  obtained  sole  management  of  the  large 
;  malt-house  of  John  McKnight,  at  the  corner  of 
'   Hawk  and  Orange  streets.     Mr.  iNIcKnight  died 
soon  after,  when  that  properly  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  .Albany  City  Bank,  but  was  sub- 
sequently purchased  by  Air.  McCredie,  who  still 
owns  and  manages  it.     More  than  thirty  years  ago 
Mr.  r^IcCredie  had  taken  rank  among  the  leading 
maltsters,  not  only  in  Albany  but  also  in  the 
United  States,  and  although  he  kept  increasing  his 
malting  facilities,  so  desirable  was  the  quality  ot  his 
I  malt  that  he  could  not  fully  supply  the  demand. 
}  He  now  owns  and  operates  four  large  malt-houses 
I  in  Albany,  and  another  in  B'jston,  iNh\ss. 
I      The  career  of  Mr.  McCredie  justly  entitles  him 
i  to  a  high  rank  among  the  leading  self-made  men 
of  our  time,  and  should  serve  as  an  incentive  and 
{  example.     He  comes  of  a  family  remarkab'e  for 
many  superior  traits  of  character.     Pie  inherits  a 
good  constitution,  a  cheerful  disposition  and  a 
I  warm  and  generous  heart,  and  has  developed  an 
j  excellent  judgment  in  all  business  alTairs.  His 
j  promptness,  faithful  attention  to  every  detail,  de- 
votion and  complete  mastery  of  his  busine.ss  in 
every  department;  his  steadfast  and  unyielding  dc- 
I  termination  to  excel  in  whatever  he  undertook,  as 
well  as  his  infiexible  integrity,  fair  dealing  and  un- 
i  sullied  honor,  has  won  and  retained  for  him  hosts 
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of  friends,  and  enabled  him  to  accinnuirte  a  very 
large  fortune  and  gain  a  widely  extended  and  most 
enviable  reputation. 

Kind  and  considerate  of  tlie  welfare  of  his  em- 
ployees, he  commands  their  respect  and  conrtdence, 
and  strongly  attaches  them  to  himself  and  his  in- 
terests. His  hand  is  extended  with  cordiality  to 
the  humblest  as  readily  as  to  the  highest,  and  a 
cheering  word,  a  God-speed,  is  given  to  all.  For 
a  great  many  years  he  has  been  an  active  and 
honored  member  of  the  First  Reformed  Church  of 
Albany;  the  Presiilent  of  its  Board  of  Trustees; 
and  foremost  among  its  liberal  supporters.  A 
hcartv  hater  of  all  shams  and  hypocrisy,  he  re- 
gards' good  works  rather  than  great  professions  of 
goodness.  In  church,  as  in  business  and  every- 
where, he  believes  that  God  works  brand  through 
human  as  well  as  other  agencies,  and  that  suitable 
means  must  be  used  to  attain  the  desired  end. 
Practical  beneficence,  helping  others  to  help  them- 
felves,  is  a  fundamental  part  of  his  religion.  The 
needy  and  suffering  testify  to  his  sympathy  and 
relief. 

The  Albany  Hospital,  than  which  no  worthier  in- 
titution  exists  in  this  city,  is,  and  for  many  years 
has  been,  greatly  indebted  to  Thomas  McCredie, 
the  oldest  in  service  as  well  as  in  years  of  its 
Board  of  Governors,  who  has  given  so  liberally  not 
only  to  sustain  it,  but  to  increase  its  usefulness. 
In  the  Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank  and  in  the 
Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Savings  Bank,  admirably 
managed  and  successful  institutions,  he  has  long 
been  one  of  the  most  prudent  of  the  Directors  and 
Trustees.  One  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  the  City  of  Albany,  he  cherishes  a 
warm  interest  in  its  prosperity  and  has  received  its 
highest  honor.  Repeatedly  and  earnestly  has  he 
been  urged  to  accept  the  highest  municipal  offices 
in  Albany,  but  always  declined.  P'ormerly  a  \\'hig 
he  regards  himself  a  Republican,  but  entirely  free 
to  vote  for  whomsoe\er  he  prefers  and  especially  in 
the  administration  of  city  atTairs.  An  American  in 
its  truest  and  best  .sense — ever  willing  and  re.uly  to 
discharge  all  t'le  duties  the  land  of  his  adoption 
imposes,  and  zealous  for  her  prosperity  and  prog- 
ress, he  is  none  the  less  a  lover  of  the  land  of  his 
nativity — the  land  of  Wallace  and  Bruce,  of  Burns 
and  Scott,  whose  chivalric  deeds  and  whose  un- 
surpassed imager\'  and  glowing  words  ever  anmiate 
and  inspire  him.  Burns,  his  favorite  poet,  he  knows 
by  heart,  and  in  apt  illustration  and  quotation  he 
liberally  draws  on  him,  and  his  lirafts  arc  always 
honored.  Four  times  has  he  gone  back  to  Scot- 
land, there  relighting  all  the  Scottish  fires  in  him, 
and  yet  returned  well  content  with  and  in  the  'and 
where  such  signal  success  has  crowned  his  efforts. 

Neither  an  absence  of  forty-si.x  years,  nor  a  dis- 
tance of  three  thousand  miles,  has  lessened  his 
love  for  the  national  game  of  Scotland.  He  is  a 
bonny  good  curler,  right  up  to  the  Tee.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  the  President  and  the  in- 
spiration and  life  of  the  Albany  City  Curling  Club. 
Ihe  St.  Andrew's  Society  has  no  member  more  act- 
ive or  honored  than  Tliomas  McCredie,  formerly 
its  President. 


In  1854,  Mr.  McCredie  married  Miss  Margaret 
Smith,  daughter  of  Peter  Smith,  of  Albanv,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  two  daughters  and  three 
sons,  all  now  living  except  the  eldest  daughter. 

The  sons  are  all  actively  engaged  with  him  in 
his  business,  the  elder  two  having  an  interest 
therein,  and  all  promise  to  be  worthy  succes.sors  of 
their  honored  father.  . 

DISTILLING.  ■ 

In  the  early  history  of  Albany  quite  a  number  of 
individuals  were  engaged  in  distilling  whiskey  on  a 
small  scale.  In  177S,  the  attention  of  the  Commcm 
Council  was  called  to  this  subject,  and  the  follow- 
ing resolution  passed: 

"  Whoeas,  Divers  Persons  in  this  County  pur- 
chase large  quantities  of  Wheat  for  distilling  into 
Whiskey,  and  sell  the  same  at  exhorbitant  prices; 
and  whereas  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  in  pursu- 
ance of  a  recommendation  by  Congress,  have  now 
under  consideration  the  Regulation  of  the  prices  of 
all  Commodities,  as  well  as  the  necessaries  of  life; 
j  "therefore  Reso/ved,  That  no  Wheat  or  other 
Grain  be  distilled  into  Whiskey  within  this  County 
until  the  Legislature  shall  have  regulated  the 
prices. " 

For  many  years  after  this  date,  distilling  was 
carried  on  in  and  around  Albany;  but  it  was  not 
until  1838,  when  John  Tracy  commenced  the  bus- 
iness, that  it  began  to  assume  much  proportion. 
Mr.  Tracy  carried  it  on  for  many  years,  and  was  an 
influential  and  respected  citizen  of  Albany.  He 
died  a  few  years  ago,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
son.  Colonel  Charles  Tracy. 

MILLING  BUSINES.?. 

The  small  creeks  which  abound  in  the  vicinity 
of  Albanv  were  early  utilized  in  producing  power 
for  grinding  wheat  and  other  grain.  ^Milling  was 
among  the  first  industries  which  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  the  early  settlers.  The  products  of  these 
mills  were  principally  used  for  home  consumption. 
The  transportation  of  flour  and  meal  did  not  form 
much  of  a  factor  in  trade  until  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century.  After  that  date  it  began  to  form 
quite  an  important  part  in  the  commercial  aflairs 
of  Albany,  and  continued  so  until  the  rapid  growth 
of  the  great  West  materially  modified  it.  The  bulk 
of  the  milling  business  of  the  countrv  is  now  con- 
fined to  the  West,  and  in  most  of  the  Easter  n  cities, 
as  in  Albany,  it  is  not  carried  on  very  extensively. 

The  Columbia  Steam  INIill  and  Elevator  of  Cap- 
ron  ct  Woolverton  was  established  by  M.  L.  Crit- 
tenden tt  Co.  in  1S57.    John  D.  Capron  became 
associated  with  the  business  in  1S70,  and  in  1S82 
!   the  present  firm  was  organized,  C.  B.  Woolverton 
i   having  been  connected  with  the  old  firm  for  twelve 
I   vears  previously  as  book-keeper.    The  premises  of 
the  firm;  located  on  the  Pier,  consist  of  a  mill 
and  elevator  iSo  by  50  feet  in  dimensions.  The  plant 
is  equipped  with  five  run  of  stones,  power  being 
furnished  by  a  25c  horse-power  engine.    The  ele- 
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vator  has  a  capacity  for  handling  about  2,000  bush-  I 
els  of  grain  per  hour.  I 

The  leading  specialties  of  the  house  arc  rye  flour, 
corn  meal  and  feed,  'i'hcir  trade  extends  through 
New  York  and  New  Kngland,  south  as  far  as  Wash- 
ington, and  west  as  far  as  Cleveland.  They  own 
and  employ  four  canal-boats  in  shipping  their 
products. 

The  Albany  Feed  and  Plaster  M'lWs  of  Franklin 
D.  Tower,  consist  of  a  four-story  brick  building, 
90  by  180  feet  in  dimensions,  equipped  with  a  40 
horse-power  engine,  four  run  of  stones  and  the  usual 
complement  of  milling  machinery.  About  six  men 
are  employed,  including  expert  millers.  A  trade  is 
transacted  which  extends  throughout  the  North  and 
Northwest.  The  products  of  the  house  are  plaster 
for  agricultural  purposes,  and  feed  for  horses  and 
cattle. 

In  1878,  !\Ir.  Tower  carried  on  the  milling  busi- 
ness in  the  old  stone  mill  near  the  Manor  House, 
North  Broadway.  This  mill  was  erected  by  one  of 
the  Patroons  over  two  hundred  years  ago,  and  was 
well  known  throughout  the  country  as  the  Patroons 
Mill.  In  1S80  it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  after  which 
Mr.  Tower  began  the  business  in  which  he  is  now 
engaged.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
flour  and  feed  merchants  of  Albany.  A  more  ex- 
tended notice  of  his  career  will  be  found  in  the  bi-  | 
ographical  sketch  of  him  published  in  this  volume,  j 

The  firm  of  John  B.  Cleminshaw  &  Son,  manu-  \ 
facturers  of  self-raising  flour,  No.  1 1  Hudson  avenue, 
was  organized  in  1883.   John  B.  Cleminshaw  con- 
ducted the  business  for  seventeen  years  previously. 
They  are  largely  engaged  in  manufacturing  self-  | 
raising  flour  for  buckwheat  and  wheat  cakes.    Six  j 
men  are  employed  at  this  factory,  capable  of  pro-  1 
ducing  400  barrels  of  flour  and  meal  per  week. 

The  products  of  the  water-mill  of  John  ]M. 
Batterman,  344  Broadway  and  22  Liberty  street, 
have  gained  an  excellent  reputation  for  quality. 
Mr.  Batterman  has  been  engaged  in  the  milling 
business  in  Guilderland  many  years.  His  mill  is 
especially  noted  for  its  fine  grade  of  Indian  meal. 

BAKERS. 

No  one  subject  was  the  cause  of  more  legislation 
by  the  early  municipal  authorities  than  the  regula- 
tion of  the  quality,  size  and  price  of  bread.  The 
size,  weight  and  price  per  loaf  was  determined  by 
city  ordinances  ;  but  infringement  of  these  laws 
was  frequent  and  occasioned  much  complaint  and 
litigation.     The  size  of  the  loaves  was  formerly  j 
much  larger  than  at  present.     Up  to  1847  they  | 
were  required  to  weigh  three  pounds  ;  after  that  | 
date  two  pounds  was  the  legal  weight.    The  law  j 
requiring  the  latter  weight  was  not  repealed  until  1 
1855. 

Probably  the  oldest  living  baker  now  engaged  in  \ 
business  is  Thomas  ^Vlayes,  located  at  171  Madison  j 
avenue.  He  came  here  in  1S37  and  became  ap-  j 
prenticed  to  John  Hodge  on  Market  street.  About  1 
this  time  ]\Iarcus  Andrews,  John  Marshall,  John 
Hodge,  William  Pester,  Jonas  C.  Wellington,  John  I 
S.  Graves,  J.  Pallat,  and  Stephen  Paddock  were  I 


engaged  in  the  baking  business.  The  firm  of 
Adams  tt  Sprang  for  many  years  contlucted  a 
bakcrv  at  186  Washington  avenue.  They  were 
the  first  to  introduce  machines  for  making  crackers, 
and  used  to  send  teams  out  in  the  country  with 
their  produce,  a  novel  thing  in  1840.  John  Os- 
borne did  quite  an  extensive  business  on  South 
[Market  street  many  years  ago.  He  sold  out  in 
1845.  John  Clarke,  the  father  of  the  extensive 
baker  of  the  same  name  now  located  on  Hudson 
avenue,  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  business 
on  the  east  side  of  Broad  street. 

Owen  McCarthy  began  the  bakery  business  on 
Van  Voast  street  in  1842.  In  1847  he  moved  to 
Water  Street,  and  in  1852  removed  to  his  present 
location,  70  Canal  street. 

John  Imrie  opened  a  bakery  on  the  corner  of 
Chestnut  and  Hawk  streets  in  1855.  In  1864  he 
built  a  store  on  the  corner  of  Jay  Hawk  streets. 
He  died  in  1S82,  since  which  his  wife  has  con- 
ducted the  business. 

John  Younger  established  a  bakery  at  405  South 
Pearl  street  in  1865,  which  he  has  conducted 
ever  since. 

The  bakery  of  Mrs.  .\me!ia  Moench  was  estab- 
lished in  1869  at  50  South  Ferry  street.  In  1881 
she  bought  her  present  property,  28  South  Ferry 
street. 

L.  Ebert  began  to  conduct  a  bakery  in  Albany, 
on  ]\Iyrtle  avenue,  in  1S75.  He  removed  to  his 
present  quarteis  in  1876. 

George  Frank  began  business  in  1878  on  Madi- 
son avenue,  where  he  remained  for  a  year  and  a 
half.     He  opened  his  present  place  in  18S2. 

Buehler  Brothers,  corner  Alexander  and  Clin- 
ton streets,  bought  their  present  business  of  Mr. 
Schepper  in  18S0.    He  established  it  in  1859. 

Fred  Kahl  began  business  in  1S65  as  a  baker,  at 
323  Sherman  street,  and  still  continues  at  the  same 
place. 

John  A.  Stock,  baker,  corner  Green  and  Schuyler 
streets,  began  business  in  1S77.  H*^  resides  at  50 
South  Ferry  street. 

William  G.  Ebel,  baker,  confectioner,  etc.,  was 
established  at  73  Green  street,  in  [May,  1877.  Seven 
years  later,  owing  to  increasing  business,  the  prem- 
ises 73  i-  Green  street,  and  an  extension,  were 
added.    Ten  hands  are  employed. 

The  Earing  Bros.  (Charles  A.  ^'t  Martin  L. )  es- 
tablished their  present  business  in  iS79.at  372  Mad- 
ison avenue.  T  hey  erected  their  present  building, 
368  Madison  avenue,  and  moved  into  it,  in  1S83. 
It  is  three  stories,  brick,  2 1  by  166  feet  in  dimensions 
They  also  opened  a  bakery  at  10  Bleecker  street, 
which  they  still  operate. 

Charles  Krien  established  a  bakery  at  683  Broad- 
way in  1883.  His  building  is  30  by  50  feet  in 
dimensions.  He  is  a  native  of  Prussia  and  has  been 
in  this  business  for  ten  years. 

Beside  those  already  mentioned,  the  following 
are  at  present  engaged  in  the  bakery  business: 
Henry  Brimhall,  Horace  F.  Brimhall.  John  Clarke's 
Sons,  Mrs.  Michael  Crummy,  W.  L.  Greenman,  F. 
J.  Ilarflinger,  Lester  Hulbert,  Martin  Iliohan,  .\n- 
thony  i\Ia.\stadt,  John  Peel,  [Mrs.  Michael  Pet- 
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tengill,  Harmon  V.  Swart,  Isaac  A.  Swart,  and 
many  others. 

MICHAEL  PETTENGILL 

was  born  at  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  December  20, 
1819.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  began  to 
work  in  the  bakery  of  George  W.  W'liiting,  in 
Greenbush.  In  1836,  with  a  partner,  he  went 
into  business  for  himself  in  Green  street,  Albany, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Pettengill  <&  Metcaif. 
From  Green  street  he  removed  to  Herkimer 
street,  and  from  Herkimer  street  to  Washmgton 
street.  The  firm  had  now  changed  to  Pettengill  & 
Emerson.  In  1840,  I\Ir.  Pettengill  bought  j\Ir. 
Emerson's  interest  in  the  business.  About  1S4- 
he  removed  to  No.  91  Beaver  street,  and  remained 
there  till  February,  1852,  when  he  occupied  his 
new  house,  No.  97  Beaver  street,  where  he  lived 
and  carried  on  his  business  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  suddenly,  April  22,  1882.  He  united 
with  the  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church  February  22, 
1872,  and  was  ever  an  earnest  and  active  member 
of  that  organization.  He  was  much  interested  in 
mission  work,  particularly  at  Paigeville,  and  at  the 
Home  for  the  Friendless,  where  he  was  ever  ready  1 
to  give  words  of  counsel  or  comfort,  and  to  do  his 
part  financially. 

THE  LARRABEE  BISCUIT  WORKS. 

The  firm  of  E.  J.  Larrabee  &  Co.,  of  Albany  and 
New  York,  has  now  become  a  hosehold  word,  so 
excellent  are  the  Larrabee  Biscuits  and  so  exten- 
sive is  the  trade  of  this  house.  A  brief  historical 
sketch  will  doubtless  interest  our  readers,  and  call 
attention  to  an  industry  that  does  honor  to  our 
city. 

It  was  started  in  1861  under  the  name  of  the 
Albany  Aerated  Bread  Company,  by  Belcher  & 
Larrabee.  They  were  the  first  to  introduce  that 
process  of  bread-making  north  of  New  York 
City.  In  1862  they  put  in  machinery  and  com- 
menced in  a  small  way  the  manufacture  of  the 
common  kinds  of  crackers  or  biscuits  then  in 
use,  and  made  by  hand,  using  onlv  the  best  ma- 
terials. The  demand  for  their  goods  increased  so 
rapidly,  they  were  compelled,  in  1866,  to  cast 
about  for  more  room,  and  purchased  a  large 
corner  building,  once  St.  Joseph's  Church;  made 
the  necessary  alterations  in  1867,  and  built  two 
vast  ovens. 

Their  business  then  took  a  fresh  start,  steadily 
growing  to  such  an  e.xtent,  that  the  firm  ordered 
Irom  England  a  complete  set  of  the  most  ex- 
pensive machinery  for  their  special  line  of  goods, 
being  at  that  time  far  superior  to  any  similar  ma- 
chines made  in  this  country.  Messrs.  Larrabee  A: 
Co.  were  then  prepared  to  compete  successfullv  with 
English  biscuits,  at  that  time  very  largely  imported 
into  this  country.  In  1871  Mr.  Belcher  died,  and 
W.  G.  Thomas  became  a  partner  with  E.  |.  Lar- 
rabee, the  senior  member  of  the  present  firm  of  E. 
J.  Larrabee  &  Co.  Their  business  prospered  and, 
in  1872,  property  was  purchased  on  the  east,  and 


another  building  with  four  more  ovens  was  erected 
in  1873. 

In  1876,  Charles  H.  Thomas  became  a  general 
partner  in  the  firm;  new  and  improved  machinery 
was  added  to  meet  the  requirements  of  their  trade. 
Yet  such  was  the  demand  for  their  goods,  that,  in 
1 88 1  they  were  obliged  to  buy  still  more  property 
on  the  north,  and  enlarge  their  works,  until  now 
they  have  three  five-story  buildings,  all  connected 
and  conveniently  arranged,  filled  with  the  best  and 
most  approved  biscuit  machinery  that  can  be  ob- 
tained. The  facilities  of  this  house  now  enable 
them  to  use  annually  40,000  barrels  of  fiour,  2,000 
tierces  of  lard,  75  tons  of  butter,  450  barrels  ot 
molasses,  3,000  barrels  of  sugar,  and  other  mater- 
ials in  corresponding  quantities. 

E.  J.  Larrabee  &  Co.  employ  about  350  hands, 
and  make  over  300  difterent  kinds  of  plain  and 
fancy  biscuits.  Their  trade  extends  to  nearly  all 
parts  of  the  world.  This  house  was  the  pioneer  in 
this  country  in  the  manufacture  of  fancy  or  Lon- 
don biscuits,  and  their  success  has  efiectually  re- 
placed the  English  biscuits  in  the  United  States. 
This  firm  has  always  received  the  highest  awards 
wherever  they  have  exhibited  their  goods,  both  at 
home  and  in  foreio;n  countries.  At  the  Centennial 
they  received  a  medal  and  diploma;  at  the  Paris 
Exposition  in  1878,  the  first  and  only  gold  medal 
ever  awarded  to  American  biscuits.  Their  branch 
house  in  New  York  City  is  managed  by  C.  H. 
Thomas,  the  junior  partner.  A  business  success 
I  such  as  is  shown  by  the  house  of  E.  J.  Larrabee 
&  Co.,  clearly  demonstrates  the  capabilities  of  its 
founders  and  managers.  It  is  an  honor  to  Albany 
and  the  State  of  New  York. 

BAKING  POWDERS. 

Cleveland  Brothers,  manufacturers  of  baking 
powder,  911  and  913  Broadway,  began  business  in 
1870.  They  also  manufacture  flavoring  extracts. 
The  factory  is  a  five-story  brick  building,  44  by  100 
feet  in  dimensions.  A  large  number  of  workmen 
are  employed,  and  the  annual  sales  reach  many 
thousands  of  dollars  annually.  The  individual 
members  of  the  firm  are  George  and  Frederick 
Cleveland.  Those  who  use  the  Cleveland  powder, 
the  sale  of  which  is  widely  extended,  desire  no 
better. 

Walter  ^IcEwan,  corner  of  iMaiden  lane  and 
James  street,  a  large  dealer  in  coftec  and  spices, 
manufactures  the  National  Baking  Powder,  a  pure, 
wholesome,  and  unquestionably  reliable  article. 

Stephen  H.  Parsons,  since  1877  sole  proprietor 
of  the  Cofi'ee  and  Spice  Premium  Mills,  41  and 
43  Dean  street,  also  makes  a  baking  powder  of 
undoubted  merit,  but  does  not  make  it  the  prom- 
inent article  in  his  manufacture. 

BUTCHERING  AND  MARKEITNG.— BEEF, 
MUTTON,  AND  PORK. 

I  There  were  man}-  butchers  who  carried  on  a 
[  profitable  trade  in  and  about  the  city  during  the 
I   period  of  the  Revolution.     From  this  branch  ol 
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business  large  fortunes  were  jraincd.  The  ancestors 
of  some  of  tlie  wealtliicst  lainilics  in  Albany  ac- 
quired the  nucleus  of  their  fortunes  in  the  business. 
During  the  Revolution,  Albany  butchers  largel\- sup- 
plied the  American  army  with  meat.  This  they  did 
also  in  the  War  of  1812.  During  recent  years  the 
establishment  ef  the  West  Albany  Cattle  Market 
has  made  Albany  an  advantageous  location  for 
carrying  on  this  trade. 

Among  the  large  and  successful  dealers  in  cattle 
many  years  ago  were  John  Cassidy,  John  Ru.ssell, 
and  Ichabod  L.  Judson.  Eli  Perry,  a  biography 
of  whom  appears  elsewhere,  was  very  e.xtensivcl) 
engaged  in  this  business.  Some  account  of  the 
once  extensive  West  Albany  Cattle  Market  ap- 
pears elsewiiere.  Among  the  well-known  meat 
dealers  were  the  Fredenrich  family,  a  member  of 
which  continues  the  trade  on  Beaver  street.  John 
Battersby,  the  present  County  Treasurer,  is  better 
known  by  his  first-class  meat  market,  which 
was  established  by  his  father  in  1840.  He 
sells  $210,000  worth  of  meat  annually  from  his 
store  at  corner  of  North  Pearl  street  and  Clinton 
avenue.  John  Featherly,  D.  J.  Hartnett,  Joseph 
McQuade,  Ignatius  Wiley,  George  Wiley,  and 
Ithamar  Spencer,  are  long  established  and  well- 
known  meat  dealers.  The  Chicago  dressed  beef 
has  recently  taken  much  from  the  local  business  of 
beef  butchering  and  dressing.  Pork  packing  was 
once  carried  on  extensively  by  some  firms,  notably 
by  the  senior  George  Schwartz.  Among  those  who 
still  carry  on  the  business  are  George  Schwartz  & 
Co.,  167  South  Pearl  street;  Thomas  P.  Crook  & 
Co.,  209  Hudson  avenue;  Bridge  &  Davis,  355 
Broadway;  John  T.  Carrier  &  Co. ,  7  Clinton  ave- 
nue; and  R.  P.  Cornell,  288  South  Pearl  street. 

COFFEE  AND  SPICE  .MILL'i. 

The  Empire  Steam  Coffee  and  S{»ice  Mills  of 
Bacon,  Stickney  &  Co.,  Nos.  35,  37,  39  Dean 
street,  and  r  i  Exchange  street,  are  the  most  ex- 
tensive mills  of  the  kind  in  the  State  outside  of 
the  City  of  New  Yor':.  It  was  established  in  1833 
by  Mr.  Froment.  The  subsequent  ciianges  in 
proprietorship  will  be  found  in  the  biographical 
sketches  of  Samuel  N.  Bacon  and  Leander  Stick- 
ney. The  stores,  warehouses  and  manufacturing 
departments  of  the  firm  are  com[)rised  in  a  five- 
story  brick  building,  ico  by  65  feet  in  dimensions. 
The  firm  manufacture  an  extensive  variety  of 
ground  spices,  coffee  and  mustard.  They  also 
manufacture  baking  and  soap  powders,  )  east  cakes, 
starch,  extracts,  oatmeal,  being  wholesale  agents 
for  one  of  the  largest  oatmeal  mills  in  the  country, 
with  a  jobbing  trade  immense  in  its  proportions, 
and  extending  throughout  New  York,  New  Eng- 
land and  other  States.  A  large  force  of  men  are 
employed  at  these  works,  which  require  the  servi- 
ces of  twenty-nine  superintendents  in  the  various 
departments. 

The  Coffee  and  Spice  Mills  of  Stephen  H.  Par- 
sons, Nos.  41  and  43  Dean  Street  and  12  Exchange 
Street,  known  as  the  Premium  Mills,  were  founded 
in  1836  by  John  Thomas,  Jr.,  who  was  succeeded 


I  in  1S65  by  Judson,  Parsons  &  Haskell,  and  they  in 
turn  by  the  j)rescnt  proprietor  in  1877,  who  had 
been  connected  with  the  business  since  1S60.  The 
[)rcmises  consist  of  a  five-story  biick  structure,  40 
by  60  feet  in  dimensions.    Mr.  Parsons  grinds  his 
own  spices,  roasts  and  grinds  coffee,  and  manu- 
Hictures  baking  powder,  cream  of  tartar,  etc.,  and 
deals  in  a  general  line  of  grocers'  supplies, 
j      The  National  Mills  of  Walter  McEwan,  corner 
!   of  Maiden  lane  and  James  street,  were  established 
i   in  1 865,  and  came  into  the  possession  of  the  i)resent 
proprietor  in  1872.   The  premises  are  comprised  in 
a  four-story  brick  building,  25  by  65  feet  in  dimen- 
sions.   The  products  of  this  liousc  consist  of  every 
variety  of  ground  coffee  and  spices.    A  special  fea- 
'   ture  of  the  mills  is  the  manufacture  of  baking  pow- 
der and  llavoring  extracts. 

I  SAMUEL  N.  BACON, 

j  of  the  well-known   lirm  of  Bacon,   Stickney  & 
Co.,  dealers  in  coffees  and  spices,  is  a  son  of 

j  Samuel  and  Alma  E.  Bacon,  and  was  born  in 
Harvard,  Mass.,  January  25,  1829.  He  lived 
and  worked  on  a  farm  until  1848,  when  he 
came  to  Albany  and  found  employment  wiih 
the.  fonn'irly  prominent  merchant,  Mr.  L.  A. 
Ciiasc,  at  thirteen  dollars  per  month  and  board. 
Mr.  Bacon's  attention  to  his  duties,  and  his  mani- 
fest great  business  ability,  won  him  such  rapid  pro- 
motion that,  in  1S53,  five  years  after  this  humble 
beginning,  he  was  admittetl  to  a  partnership  with 
Mr.  Chase,  the  business  being  continued  under 
the  firm  name  of  L.  A.  Chase  &  Co.  Mr.  Stickney 
died  early  in  1857,  and  March  21st  of  that  year 
Mr.  Bacon  formed  a  copartnership  wiih  Messrs. 
M.  W.  Stickney  and  L.  Stickney,  under  the  style 
of  Bacon  &  Stickncys;  and  soon  afterward  two 
five-story  stores  (Nos.  37  and  39  Dean  Street)  and 
a  four-story  store  (No.  9  F'.xcliange  Street)  were 
built  to  accommodate  increasing  trade.  In  1865, 
Mr.  James  Ten  I^yck  was  admitted  to  an  interest 
in  the  lirm,  the  title  of  which  was  then  changed  to 
Bacon,  Stickney  &  Co.  In  March,  1881,  follow- 
ing the  death  of  Mr.  M,  W.  Stickney,  the  remain- 
ing partners  decided  to  continue  the  business  un- 
der the  same  firm  name,  a  measure  from  which 
they  did  not  depart  when,  in  March,  1882,  Mr.  L. 
Stickney  died,  and  the  business  was  continued  by 
Messrs.  Samuel  N.  Bacon,  James  Ten  F-yck,  H. 
W.  Stickney,  and  John  L.  Baldwin,  as  partners. 
During  the  year  last  mentioned,  the  five-story  store 
adjoining  the  firm's  Dean  Street  stores  was  added, 
on  account  of  the  greatly  increased  demands  of 
their  business,  and  they  have  since  occupied  Nos. 
35,  37  and  39  Dean  Street,  togeliier  with  Nf).  9  E.x- 

j  change  Street,  which,  combined,  render  their  estab- 
lishment one  of  the  most  extensive  in  Albany. 
The  motto  of  this  old  and  always  popular  house 
has  been  "Good  goods  at  fair  prices,  and  honor- 
able dealing  to  all,  with  the  closest  attention  to 
business,''  and  it  has  been  the  practical  demonstra- 
tion of  the  sterling  principles  thus  expressed,  that 

j   has  rendered  theirs  one  of  the  most  successful 

I  houses  in  their  line  outside  of  New  York  City. 
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Mr.  Bacon,  the  now  senior  member  of  this  firm,  is 
in  all  ways  a  self-made  man,  as  the  term  is  usually 
applied.  Without  wealth  or  influence  to  aid  him 
in  his  early  struggle,  he  has  worked  his  way  up 
literally  from  the  foot  of  the  ladder.  The  only  leg- 
acy he  ever  received,  to  which  he  ascribes  in  any 
degree  his  success  in  life,  was  the  following  advice 
from  his  father,  which  he  followed  for  many  years, 
and  which  he  gratefully  acknowledges  has  been 
worth  thousands  of  dollars  to  him:  "  Never  buy 
anything  until  you  have  the  money  in  your  piicket 
to  pay  for  it.  When  you  have  the  money,  and  it 
is  your  own,  buy  anything  you  want. "  If  all  young 
men  of  the  present  day  would  adopt  this  as  their 
rule  of  life,  it  is  probable  that  many  of  them  would 
prove  much  more  successful  business  men  than  the 
statistics  of  a  score  of  years  hence  will  show  them 
to  have  become.  Mr.  Bacon  is  a  member  of  the 
Fourth  Presbyterian  Church  of  Albany,  of  which  he 
was  Trustee  for  twenty-one  years,  and  was  elected 
Elder  in  1883.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
He  married  Miss  Sarah  E.  Harlow,  daughter  of 
Mr.  George  Harlow,  of  Lawrence,  Mass.,  and  has 
a  daughter  and  two  sons.  For  seventeen  years  his 
home  has  been  in  the  beautiful  and  growing  village 
of  Loudonville,  four  miles  from  Albany. 


LEANDER  STICKXEY 

was  born  and  passed  his  boyhood  in  Antrim,  N.  H. 
In  1838  he  came  to  Albany,  and  with  character- 
istic perseverance  and  energy  set  about  the  task  of 
carving  out  his  own  fortune. 

He-  found  employment  as  a  clerk,  and  his  abil- 
ities were  so  marked  that, in  1S33,  he  was  admitted 
as  a  partner  in  the  cotTee  and  spice  firm  of  L.  A. 
Chase  &  Co.  IMr.  Chase  retiring  in  1S57,  the  firm 
name  was  changed  to  Bacon  &  Sticknev?.  his 
brother  having  also  become  associated  with  the 
house.  In  1866  another  change  in  the  firm  made 
it  known  as  Bacon,  Stickneys  &  Co. 

A  man  of  high  character  and  the  strictest  integritv. 
Mr.  Stickney  was  quiet  and  unassuming  in  manner, 
very  devoted  to  his  home  circle,  and  benevolent  in 
disposition.  He  was  never  appealed  to  in  vain  in 
the  cause  of  charity, and  his  bounty  was  given  with 
that  freedom  from  ostentation  which  characterizes 
the  true  man.  He  was,  when  in  health,  a  regular 
attendant  at  the  Hudson  Avenue  Methodist  Epi-<- 
copal  C"hurch.  .^oon  after  becoming  establislicd 
in  business  he  married  Miss  Mary  Ellen  Dowiing, 
who,  with  a  son  and  daughter, survive  him.  He  was 
well  and  widely  known,  both  in  the  business  com- 
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munity  and  socially.  He  was  taken  ill  in  i\Iarch, 
1882,  and  was  a  patient  suflerer  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  January  14,  1S83. 

The  business  of  which  Mr.  Stickney  was  lonq;  i 
one  of  the  recognized  heads,  takes  rank  among 
Albany's  leading  mercantile  interests. 

VINEGAR. 

Charles  H.  Burton,  manufacturer  of  cider  vinegar, 
78  Green  street. — This  business  was  established  I 
1839  at  73  Green  street  by  Francis  Vail,  continued  | 
there  until  1867,  when  he  purchased  the  old  Univer-  i 
salist  Church  at  78  Green  street,  and  converted  it 
into  a  vinegar  depot.   The  business  was  bought  out 
by  Mr.  Burton  in  1882.  It  is  the  oldest  cider  vinegar 
manufactory  in  die  State,  and  one  of  the  best.  The 
manufacture  is  carried  on  under  the  immediate  su- 
pervision of  the  proprietor,  and  the  product  has  a 
large  sale. 

SOAP  AND  CANDLE-MAKING. 

The  making  of  .soap  and  candles  at  one  time  was 
an  important  local  industry  in  Albany,  but  during  | 
late  years  has  measurably  declined.    This  is  due  j 
principally  to  the  fact  that  candles  arelargely  super-  i 
seded  by  other  means  of  illumination,  and  soap  man- 
ufacture has  been  absorbed  b}'  the  large  factories. 
The  first  soap  and  candle  manufactory  of  impor-  i 
tance  established  in  Albany,  so  far  as  we  can  find, 
was  started  by  Peter  Van  Heusen  and  Jacob  ^'an  i 
der  Bilt  in  178S.   In  an  advertisement  stating  their 
intentions  to  engage  in  this  useful  branch  of  in- 
dustry, they  say  that  such  a  factory  had  long  been  • 
wanted  in  the  city.     To  induce  the  citizens  to  en- 
courage these  home  industries,  they  offer  these  arti-  j 
cles  at  New  York  prices.  i 

The  next  factory  of  importance  was  established  i 
by  John  Taylor,  Jr.,  about  1820.  A  few  years  after, 
]\Ir.  Fidler  become  a  partner,  under  the  firm  name  of  j 
Fidler  &  Taylor.  This  establishment  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1829.     Patrick  Murphy  about  this  time  \ 
had  a  factory  in  Albany.  Agur  Wells  was  for  along  j 
time,  engaged  in  this  business.    He  was  succeeded  l 
by  his  son,  Thomas  D.  Wells,  at  259  South  Pearl 
street.  -  ■ 

In  1840  the  business  had  grown  to  such  dimen-  \ 
sions,  that  1,330,000  pounds  of  soap  and  66o,oco 
pounds  of  candles  were  made.    There  were  at  this  ' 
time  twelve  factories,  employing   about  60  men.  ' 
Capital  to  the  amount  of  $122,000  was  invested  in 
this  industry  in  die  city.  i 

The  two  principal  firms  now  conducting  this  | 
business  are  those  of  Clinton  Ten  Eyck  and  Stein 
&  Co.  The  former  begun  this  business  many  years 
ago,  and  now  employs  steam  in  manufacturing 
soap  and  candles.  His  factory  is  located  on  the 
corner  of  Chapel  and  Canal  streets.  He  makes  the 
Troy  Laundry  Soap,  and  bar  and  pressed  cake  soap. 

Stein  &  Co.  are  successors  to  John  M.  Christian 
&  Brothers,  engaged  in  this  business  many  years  in 
Albany.    Stein  &  Co.  manufacture  family,  laundry, 
chemical  and  pressed  soaps.    Their  factory  is  lo-  ] 
Gated  at  16  and  17  Delaware  avenue. 


oiii;. 

In  1823,  S.  J.  Penniman  established  what  is  now 
the  firm  of  Murphey  &  Lisconib,  manufacturers  of 
oils,  with  warehouse  at  13  Hudson  avenue,  and 
factory  on  Colonic  street. 

Their  factory  with  its  various  buildings  covers  \  \ 
acres.  They  also  have  a  four-story  storage  house. 
The  chief  products  are  sperm,  whale,  elephant  and 
lard  oils;  machinery,  cylinder  and  signal  oils;  argand 
oil;  and  spermaceti  and  sperm  candles. 

The  individual  firm  members  are  Elijah  W. 
I\Iurphey  and  Orlando  P.  Lisconib,  whose  names 
are  favorabl}'  and  extensively  known  in  this  line 
throughout  the  United  States. 

STO\'ES. 

Albany  and  Troy  have  long  been  prominent  cen- 
ters for  the  manufacture  of  stoves.  The  business, 
as  at  first  conducted,  consisted  in  simply  putting 
together  the  castings,  which  were  made  at  other 
places,  generally  at  blast-furnaces  in  New  Jersey 
and  Pensylvania.  The  early  castings  were  of  great 
thickness,  and,  compared  with  those  of  the  present 
day,  were  rough  and  imperfect. 

Besides  the  well-known  Franklin  stove,  the  in- 
vention of  the  eminent  early  philosopher  whose 
name  it  bore,  the  first  made  was  a  box-stove;  then 
the  oblong  plate-stoves,  such  as  are  yet  in  use  to 
some  extent  for  healing  school-houses  and  churches. 
The  first  advance  towards  a  cooking-stove  consisted 
in  making  the  last  named  with  an  oven,  and  the 
first  that  deserves  the  name  of  a  cooking-stove  was 
an  oblong  affair  having  an  oven  running  the  whole 
length,  the  door  of  which  was  in  front  and  direcdy 
over  the  door  for  supplying  fuel;  having  also  a 
boiler-hole  and  boiler  on  the  back  part  of  the  top, 
near  the  pipe.  Then  a  stove  similar  in  arrange- 
ment, with  swelling  or  elliptical  sides,  was  made, 
generally  called  the  nine-plate  stove.  In  Albany  it 
was  known  as  the  Philadelphia  stove. 

About  the  year  1S12,  cooking-stoves  were  made 
at  Hudson  from  patterns  made  by  a  Mr.  Hoxie, 
who  was  die  first  to  elevate  the  fire-box  above  the 
bottom.  This  improvement  was  patented,  and 
sustained  in  suits  against  parties  who  elevated  the 
fire  from  the  bottom.  In  Hoxie's  stove  the  fire 
was  made  above  and  upon  the  oven.  He  was  the 
first  who  made  a  stove  in  which  the  flame  was  made 
to  descend  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of  the  oven. 

In  icSi3,  William  T.  James,  of  Lansingburgh, 
made  the  stove  known  as  the  "  James  "  stove,  which 
not  only  continued  a  leading  stove  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  but  may  yet  be  seen  on  board 
small  Eastern  coasting  vessels,  where,  being  cheap 
and  durable,  it  supplies  the  place  of  a  caboose. 
James'  stove  is  probably  better  known  as  the 
"saddle-bags''  stove. 

In  1833,  the  (tAxKox  o{'0[\&  Allnitiy  Diiily  Advertiser, 
from  observation  and  inquiry,  formed  the  opinion 
that  the  manufacture  of  iron  castings  was  brought 
to  greater  perfection  in  Albany  than  in  any  other 
place  in  the  country,  or  even  in  Europe.  The 
hollow-ware  of  Bardett,  Bent  &  Co.  was  preferred 
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to  the  best  Scotch;  the  stoves  of  Dr.  Eliphalet  Nott 
received  the  preference  wherever  they  were  known; 
and  the  machinery  casting's  of  Maney  A:  Ward  were 
equal  to  those  of  any  foundry  in  the  world.  The 
quantity  of  castings  were  stated  as  follows:. 

Howard,  Nott  &  Co  i,ooo  tons. 

Bartlelt,  IScut  X;  Co   350  " 

I.  &  J.  Towii^end   300  " 

Rath'bone     Silliinau   200  " 

Maney     Ward   450  " 

2,300 

About  one  thousand  persons  were  emplo)  ed  in 
these  establisiiinents.  Besides  these  productions, 
the  house  of  Heermans,  Rathbone  it  Co.  sold  an- 
nually 750  tons  of  slove-plates  brought  from  Phila- 
delphia, and  Gill,  Cooper  >.\;  Co.,  about  300  tons 
from  the  same  place.  From  the  best  information 
that  could  be  obtained,  it  was  found  that  about 
2,300  tons  were  manufactured  and  sold  in  the 
city,  and  about  1,250  tons  imported  and  sold, 
making  in  all  3,550  tons. 

While,  previous  to  1836,  some  stoves  had  been 
made  in  Albany,  the  bulk  of  them  had  been  cast 
direct  from  the  ore  in  blast-furnaces  in  New  Jersey 
and  Pennsylvania;  they  were  shipped  here  in  loose 
plates  to  be  mounted.  At  this  time  new  and 
lighter  patterns  were  gotten  up. 

The  oldest  foundry  in  Albany  was  the  one  at  1 10 
Beaver  street,  which  was  occupied  by  Treadwell 
Perry  in  184.3.  It  drmbtless  antedates  the  present 
century.  In  iSoS,  Warner  Daniels  was  making 
stoves  there.  In  1820,  the  firm  became  Spencer, 
Daniels  &  Co. — Warren  Spencer,  John  Daniels 
and  Thomas  Gould.  They  were  succeeded  by 
Erastus  Corning  and  Norton  in  1S26;  they  by 
William  V.  Maney  and  Ward  in  1828,  who  con- 
tinued until  1S36,  when  Mr.  Maney  became  sole 
proprietor,  he  selling  to  Messrs.  Treadwell  i.t  Perry 
in  1843. 

As  early  as  18 13,  Warner  Daniels,  and,  in  181  5, 
Francis  Low  were  conducting  the  Clinton  Furnace. 

In  1820,  Spencer  Stafford  made  stoves  in  a  foun- 
dry which  was  located  at  the  junction  of  Washing- 
ton and  Central  avenues. 

About  1S27,  H.  Nott  &  Co.,  composed  of  How- 
ard Nott  and  sons  of  Dr.  Eliphalet  Nott,  at  the 
junction  of  Washington  and  Central  avenues,  man- 
ufactured the  celebrated  "Nott"  stoves.  These 
works  were  subsequently  removed  to  New  York 
City,  becoming  the  Novelty  Works. 

In  1830,  Joel  Rathbone,  W.  E.  Hermance  and 
Corning  &  Norton,  under  the  firm  name  of  Her- 
mance, Rathbone  &  Co.,  began  business.  Up^n 
the  death  of  Mr.  Hermance,  in  1830,  Mr.  Rath- 
bone became  sole  proprietor.  He  continued  with 
various  partners  down  to  1841,  when  he  sold 
to  John  F.  Rathbone  and  Samuel  H.  Ransom,  who 
comj)Osed  the  firm  of  Ransom  i  Rathbone.  They 
continued  till  iS44,when  they  separated  and  formed 
the  separate  firms  of  S.  H.  Ransom  i  Co.  and 
Rathbone  &  Co.  S.  H.  Ransom  it  Co.  remained 
in  business  until  1S81,  when  Clarence  Rathbone 
purchased  the  property  of  the  firm,  adopting  the 
present  firm  name  of  the  Ransom  Stove  Works. 


F"or  more  than  thirty  years,  George  P.  Lynd  has 
been  a  Superintendent  in  the  Ransom  Works. 
Peter  Thompson  is  another  old  employee.  E. 
Myer,  for  over  thirty  years,  has  been  connected 
with  the  firm  in  the  capacity  of  a  stove-mounting 
contractor. 

The  firm  of  Rathbone  &  Co.,  1844  to  1854,  was 
composed  of  John  F.  Rathbone,  James  C.  Ken- 
nedy and  Lewis  Rathbone. 

From  1854  to  1857,  this  firm  was  known  as 
Rathbone  &  Kennedy,  composed  of  Lewis  Rath- 
bone, James  C.  Kennedy  and  John  F.  Rathbone. 
From  1S58  to  i860  it  was  composed  of  Lewis 
Rathbone,  Theodore  Townsend  and  Joseph  P.  San- 
ford,  under  the  firm  name  of  Rathbone  &  Co. 

From  i860  to  1865,  John  F.  Rathbone  was  the 
sole  manager  and  proprietor  of  this  concern.  At 
the  latter  date  Lewis  Rathbone  and  Eben  C.  Beach 
were  admitted  as  partners.  In  1868  the  firm  was 
composed  of  John  F.  Rathbone,  Lewis  Rathbone 
and  Grange  Sard,  Jr., and  thus  continued  until  1873, 
when  the  firm  of  Rathbone,  Sard  &  Co.  was  estab- 
lished, composed  of  john  Y .  Rathbone,  Robert  S. 
Oliver,  Edward  Bowditch  and  Grange  Sard,  Jr. 
From  1876  to  1883,  William  H.  Sard  was  a  partner. 

In  1883  the  corporation  of  Rathbone,  Sard  &  Co. 
was  formed,  with  a  capital  of  $800,000.  The  I'ol- 
lowing  are  the  officers:  John  F.  Rathbone,  Presi- 
dent; Grange  Sard,  First  Vice-President  and 
General  ^Manager;  William  PI.  Sard,  Second  Vice- 
President  and  Manager  of  Chicago  branch;  Edward 
Bowditch,  Secretary  and  Treasurer:  Robert  S.  Ol- 
iver, Superintendent;  Walter  P.  Kellogg,  Manager 
of  Detroit  branch. 

The  e.xtensi\e  woiks  of  this  Company  are  situated 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  city.  There  are  five  mod- 
eling Hoors  and  five  cupola  furnaces.  Ninety  tons 
of  iron  are  melted  daily,  and  75,000  stoves  annu- 
ally made.  950  men  and  400  molders  are  em- 
ployed, to  whom  are  paid  annually  5450,000.  The 
yearly  sales  aggregate  $1,500,000. 

'I  he  cupola  furnace  was  built  by  Joel  Rathbone 
in  1838,  and  was  one  of  the  first  in  this  country  for 
making  stove-castings.  By  this  process,  castings 
were  made  smoother,  and  by  dispensing  with  su- 
perliUous  materials  were  finished  cheaper. 

Josiah  P.  Eldridge  and  R.  Horner  for  many  years 
have  been  foremen  of  separate  departments  in  this 
foundry.  For  many  }  ears  \\  illiam  H.  \'an  Loon 
and  John  Y.  Flyait,  stove-mounting  contractors, 
have  done  work  for  this  firm. 

In  1833,  and  for  a  short  time  afterwards,  Ben- 
nington Gill,  William  Cooper,  John  Webster  and 
Maynard  French,  under  the  firm  name  of  Gill, 
Cooper  tt  Co.,  although  they  had  no  foundry,  man- 
ufactured stoves. 

In  I  S3  5,  Thomas  it  Potts  were  established  on 
Hudson  street.  This  is  the  first  record  we  have  of 
the  use  of  a  cupola  furnace  for  stove-castings  in 
the  county.  Betbre  this  they  were  cast  in  the  fur- 
nace on  Beaver  street,  known  as  the  Eagle  air- 
furnace.  Thomas  it  Potts  were  succeetled  by 
Thomas  tt  Wells  in  iS36.whocontinued  until  1S37, 
when  Mr.Thomas  retired,  the  firm  becoming  Hoff- 
man &  Potts,  which  remained  unchanged  until  1S47, 
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when  Mr.  Jesse  C.  Potts  became  the  sole  proprietor. 
Mr.  Potts  continued  as  such  until  1S57,  when  he 
became  one  of  the  company  of  Shear,  Packard  & 
Co.    In  1870  the  firm  was  chssohed. 

Jacob  H.  Shear  and  Mr.  Do  GralT  were  in  the 
business  in  1837. 

In  1S37,  Messrs.  Elisha  N.  Pratt  and  John  G. 
Treadweli,  as  Pratt  &  Treadwell,  had  stoves  manu- 
factured for  them.  ■ 

In  1838,  Mr.  S.  B.  McCoy  had  a  foundry  on 
Water  street.  In  1839,  the  firm  became  McCoy 
&  Quackenboss;  in  1846,  IMcCoy,  Clark  &  Co.  ; 
and  in  1852,  McCoy  &  Clark.  When  Augustus 
Quackenboss  left  the  Water  street  foundry  in  1S46, 
he  opened  another  in  ^ilontgomery  street,  continu- 
ing alone  until  185 5. when  Mr.  Wasson  joined  him. 
Messrs.  Borden  lv:  Stowe  now  occupy  the  premises 
formerly  used  b}'  S.  B.  McCoy. 

From  1845  184S,  Messrs.  Low  &  Leake  had  a 
foundry  located  on  the  dock. 

From  1 84 5  until  1857,  Samuel  D.  Vose,  Henry 
and  William  E.  Bleecker,  as  Vose  &  Co.,  had  large 
foundries  which  they  had  erected  at  the  lower  end 
of  Broadway,  below  Ferry  street. 

In  1848,  B.  P.  Learned  &  Co.  occupied  the 
foundry  now  used  by  Thacher  &  Co.,  car-wheel 
manufacturers.  In  1851,  the  firm  became  Learned 
&  Thacher,  and  soon  after  discontinued  this  busi- 
ness. 

In  1852,  Weller,  Goodwin  &  Adams  made  a  few 
stoves  in  a  foundry  located  on  Washington  avenue, 
a  little  below  Clark  street.  In  1843,  and  for  a  short 
time  previous  thereto,  William  Cobb  manufactured 
a  few  stoves  in  the  same  foundry. 

In  1854,  the  Temperance  Furnace,  at  53  Water 
street,  was  controlled  by  O.  G.  De  Graff  and  Henry 
and  Amos  Adams,  under  the  name  of  O.  G.  De 
Graff  &  Co. 

The  Albany  Co-operative  Stove  Company  has 
been  in  business  since  about  1863;  50  men  are  em- 
ployed, and  5,000  stoves  annually  made. 

The  Perry  Stove  Company,  doing  business  on 
Hudson  avenue,  and  at  Sing  Sing,  is  an  old  estab- 
lished concern,  the  senior  member,  John  S.  Perrv,  j 
commencing  in  1843.  He  then  used  the  old  foun- 
dry at  1 10  Beaver  street,  his  partner  being  William 
C.  Treadwell,  the  firm  name  Treadwell  k  Perry. 

In  i860,  the  firm  was  dissolved,  and  shortly 
thereafter  organized  under  the  name  of  Perry, 
Treadwell  li'  Norton.  Upon  the  dissolution  of  this 
firm,  Messrs.  Treadwell  &  Perry  and  Ira  Jagger 
continued  the  business  until  1864,  when  the  pres- 
ent firm  was  organized.  The  members  are  John  | 
S.  Perry,  Nathan  B.  Perry,  Andrew  Dickey  (of  Sing  1 
Sing)  and  John  Huglies  (of  Chicago).  The  build- 
ings now  in  use  were  built  in  1S56.  The  bulk  of 
the  manufacturing  is  now  done  at  Sing  Sing. 

The  first  stove  manufiictured  by  Treadwell  & 
Perry  was  in  1843,  and  was  named  the  "Pre- 
mium," but  was  more  generally  known  as  the 
"Step  Stove,"  from  the  fact  of  its  rear  boiler  being 
raised.  They  now  make  several  leading  kinds  of 
stoves. 

Annually  they  make  from  8, coo  to  10,000  tons 
of  stoves,  equal  to  75,000  to  90,000  stoves,  repre- 


senting a  value  of  $1,250,000.  About  1,500 
workmen  are  employed,  including  those  working 
at  Sing  Sing. 

The  firm  now  known  as  the  Ransom  Sto\e 
Company  was  founded  in  1836  by  Joel  Rathbone. 

Mr.  Rathbone  retired  in  184  i,  and  in  1845  was 
succeeded  by  S.  H.  Ransom  ilv  Co.  The  firm  was 
then  known  as  the  Ransom  Stove  Works.  In 
1883  the  present  Company  was  incorporated. 

The  officers  are:  Clarence  Rathbone,  President; 
Benjamin  Butler,  Vice-President;  and  Albion  Ran- 
som, Superintendent.  The  manufacturing  plant 
occupies  four  blocks,  and  is  bounded  by  Mulberry, 
Church  and  Cherry  streets,  and  on  the  east  by  the 
Hudson  River.  Three  hundred  workmen  are  em- 
ployed, the  weekly  wage  list  amounting  to  about 
$4,000. 

William  Doyle,  108  and  no  Beaver  street,  has 
carried  on  stove  manufacturing  steadily  for  many 
years.  A  patent  was  obtained  by  Edward  H. 
Doyle  for  a  hot-air  furnace,  first  used  on  a  popular 
stove,  now  manufactured  by  Mr.  Doyle,  called  the 
"America."  He  e.xpends  $50,000  annually  in  the 
manufacture  of  stoves  at  this  manufactory,  and  em- 
ploys twenty-five  workmen. 

The  Liltlefield  Stove  Company  was  organized  in 
1865  by  D.  G.  Littlefield,  who  was  the  inventor  of 
the  first  successful  base-burner  stove  ever  used,  for 
which  he  received  a  patent  in  1854.  The  use  of 
this  invention  has  demonstrated  its  superiority  over 
all  heating  stoves  in  use.  Their  plant,  on  the  cor- 
ner of  North  Pearl  and  Pleasant  streets,  covers  an 
area  of  three  acres.  Here  twenty-five  stoves  per 
day  are  manufactured.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Com- 
pany is  H.  C.  Liltlefield. 

Albany  Stove  Company,  Tivoli  Hollow,  was 
founded  in  1868,  the  proprietors  being  Messrs. 
Carroll,  Gutman  and  others.  In  18S0  the  present 
Company  took  control  of  the  works.  The  officers 
of  the  Company  are:  James  H.  Carroll,  President 
and  Treasurer;  William  G.  Schultz,  Secretary;  and 
John  Gutman,  Superintendent.  The  location  in 
Tivoli  Hollow  is  particularly  adapted  to  the  Com- 
pany's purpose.  The  works  cover  an  area  of  two 
acres.  Here  from  forty  to  si.xty  molders  and  skilled 
iron-workers  are  employed;  from  six  to  eight  tons 
of  castings  are  daily  made;  and  from  twenty-eight 
to  thirty-five  complete  stoves  put  upon  the  market. 

The  foundry  of  Jasper  Van  ^^'ormer,  located  on 
the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Arch  street,  was 
erected  in  1S67.  ]\[r.  Van  W  ormer  is  the  surviv- 
ing partner  of  the  firm  of  Van  Wormer  il-  McGarvev 
formed  in  1846.  For  twenty  years  they  manufac- 
tured stoves  through  contracts  with  other  parties 
owning  foundries.  In  1867  their  business  had 
grown  so  extensive,  that  it  became  desirable,  if  not 
absolutely  necessary,  to  erect  a  building  exclusive- 
ly devoted  to  the  manufiicture  of  stoves,  and  the 
present  foundry,  which  occupies  an  entire  square, 
was  erected.  ^Ir.  McGarvey  remained  as  partner 
until  his  death  in  1876,  when  his  son,  Charles  M. 
iVfcGarvey,  assumed  his  father's  interest  in  the 
firm,  which  continued  until  the  latter's  death  in 
1884,  since  which  Mr.  Van  Wormer  has  conducted 
the  business  alone.    Mr.  Van  Wormer  is  one  of 
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the  oldest  and  best  known  men  now  engai^ed  in 
the  stove  business  of  Albany.  The  specialty  of  this 
concern  is  the  American  base-burner,  although  a 
general  assortment  of  heating-stoves  is  made.  The 
biographical  sketches  of  the  ?ilessrs.  ^McGarveys 
pubHshed  in  this  ^vork,  furnish  considerable  val- 
uable data  in  relation  to  this  foundry. 

The  National  Stove  Association  was  formed  in 
1872,  through  the  efforts  of  IMr.  John  S.  Perry  and 
others.  This  association  held  its  first  meeting  in 
New  York  City  during  that  year,  i\Ir.  Perry  being 
elected  President.  From  tliat  time  semi-annual 
meetings  have  been  held.  The  object  desired  by 
originators  of  this  organization  was  to  promote 
good  feeling,  extend  acquaintances,  and  exchange 
views  as  to  the  best  means  of  securing  a  healthy,  [ 
natural  trade.  The  result  has  met  the  expectations. 
Mr.  Grange  Sard  is  now  President  of  the  Associa- 
tion. 

In  1S60,  there  were  seven  establishments  in 
Albany  County  for  the  manufacture  of  stoves,  with 
an  aggregate  capital  of  $1,013,000;  employing  850 
hands;  paying  $285,600  wages  annually;  manu- 
facturing raw  material  worth  $345,800,  into  prod- 
ucts valued  at  $1,038,700.  In  1S70  there  were 
fifteen  establishments;  $3,022,800  capital  invested; 
employing  some  1,946  men,  whose  yearly  wages 
were  $1,209,873;  converting  raw  material  valued 
at  $1,004,208  into  manufactured  products  worth 
$3,216,431.  In  1S80  there  were  twelve  establish- 
ments, but  the  census  statistics  are  exceedingly  un- 
reliable. 

From  the  best  authorities  obtainable  we  give  the 
following  statement,  to  show  the  present  develop- 
ment of  the  stove  trade  in  Albany. 

Capital  invested   52,500,000 

Producing  annually   3,000,000 

About  2,700  workmen  are  employed,  the  result 
of  their  labor  being  24,000  tons  of  stoves,  or  about 
220,000  stoves,  annually. 

MICHAEL  McGARVEY. 

The  late  IMichael  McGarvey  long  occupied  a 
leading  position   among  the  most  enterprising 
and  successful  business  men  of  Albanv.  Born 
in  Albany,  June  19,  1824,  he  was  bred  in  his 
native  city,  and  grew  to  manhood  with  few  of 
the  material  advantages  of  this  world.    His  parents 
were  poor,  and  at  an  early  age  he  was  obliged 
to  earn  his  own  livelihood.    Nearly  forty  years 
ago,  he   and   Jasper  Van  Wormer  worked   to-  i 
•  gether  as  apprentices.    They  toiled  at  the  same  ! 
bench  and  became  more  to  each  other  than  ac- 
quaintances.    Men  of  the  same  moral  type,  they 
were  earnest  friends,  and  the  tie   that' is  often 
nearer  than  that  of  relationship  was  severed  only 
by  the  hand  of  death.    When  the  time  of  their  ap- 
prenticeship had  expired,  the  two  lads  started  busi- 
ness on  their  own  account  at  No.  12  Green  street.  ! 
Their  only  capital  was  indomitable  pluck  and  an  ! 
honest  purpose;  but  those  characteristics  won,  as 
they  always  must,  and  it  was  not  long  before  their  : 
little  retail  shop  blossomed  out  into  an  ambitious  I 
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manufacturing  establishment.  It  was  in  the  win- 
ter of  1 84 6  that  they  liegan  business,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that,  at  the  time  of  Mr.  McGarvey's  death, 
the  firm  was  the  oldest  in  the  city  in  a  certain 
sense,  for  it  had  been  for  nearly  thirtv  years  untkr 
one  management. 

Mr.  McGarvey  was  married  in  1846  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Town,  who  survives  him.  A  member 
of  the  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church,  he  was  munifi- 
cent in  his  contributions  for  the  completion  of  the 
present  House  of  Worship  of  that  organizadon,  in 
the  progress  of  the  construction  of  wliich,  during 
his  fatal  illness,  he  took  great  interest.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  moral  force  and  of  the  very  nicest 
sense  of  commercial  honor.  His  word  was  a  bond 
which  was  never  broken.  Unostentatious  and  ret- 
icent concerning  whatever  he  did  for  others,  very 
few  knew  the  depth  of  his  sympathies  for  the  suffer- 
ing or  the  extent  of  his  benevolent  contributions. 
Such  a  character  as  his  dignifies  any  department  of 
business  and  receives  the  homage  of  all  honorable 
men.  He  died  October  12,  1876.  The  following 
from  the  pen  of  one  who  knew  him  well,  is  a  fitting 
estimate  of  the  man  : 

"During  the  years  of  his  prosperity,  ^Michael 
INIcGarvey  never  forgot  his  early  days.  He  was 
always  a  workingman,  proud  of  the  dignity  that 
appellation  should  give.  Unobtrusive  in  manner, 
he  was  also  a  man  of  great  decision  of  character, 
firmness  of  will,  and  vigor  of  intellect.  He  was  in 
fact,  an  every-day  man,  without  veneering  or  su- 
perficial glitter,  and  won  friends  to  keep.  He  w'as 
not  one  to  make  a  display  of  religion,  nor  was  he 
a  stickler  for  sect.  His  creed  was  that  of  humanity; 
and  if  benevelence  is  the  soul  of  religion,  then  the 
true  metal  was  in  him  to  a  great  degree.  Fie  was 
not  ambitious  in  the  modern  way,  for  political  hon- 
ors were  repeatedly  declined.  His  aim  was  to 
respect  his  Creator,  to  love  his  wife,  to  educate  his 
children,  and  to  pass  an  existence  of  simple  but 
honorable  event.  During  his  life  he  diffused  mucii 
happiness,  mitigated  considerable  distress,  and 
called  down  many  a  blessing  from  the  stricken  poor. 
During  his  career  we  know  of  no  great  achieve- 
ment, no  gigantic  success,  no  brilliant  action  to 
be  recorded  for  him;  but  George  Eliot  says  the 
world  owes  its  greatness  to  unhistoric  lives,  and,  re- 
membering Michael  IMcGarvey,  we  appreciate  her 
words." 

CHARLES  M.  McGARVEY. 

Tiie  late  Charles  M.  McGarvev  was  born  in  x\l- 
bany  (a  son  of  the  late  Michael  McGarvey)  July  i, 
1 85 1,  and  died  April  26,  1S84.  He  was  educated  at 
the  Albany  Academy,  and  after  his  graduation  was 
for  some  years  connected  with  his  father's  business. 
At  his  father's  death,  being  the  eldest  son,  he  nat- 
urally took  his  place  among  the  manufacturers  of 
Albany  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  I.  \'an  Wormer 
&  Co.,  which  succeeded  the  old  and  widely-known 
firm  of  Van  Wormer  &  McGarvey,  of  which  his 
father  had  long  been  a  member,  a  relation  which 
he  continued  creditably  and  successfully  until  his 
death. 
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Mr.  McGarvey  was  possessed  of  a  hearty  friend-  ' 
liness  and  spontaneous  geniality  which  endeared  ' 
him  to  all  who  knew  him.  No  man  was  better  i 
known  in  Albany  business  and  social  circles.  In 
one  way  or  anotiier,  he  was  identified  with  most  of  ■ 
the  popular  interests  of  the  town.  The  older  mem- 
bers of  the  Washington  Continentals  remember  : 
him  as  one  who  served  the  prescribed  time  and  i 
became  a  faithful  and  well-beloved  member  of  that  i 
celebrated  organization.  He  was  married  Decern-  : 
ber  13,  1876,  to  Miss  Lydia  D.  Courtney  of  Al-  i 
bany,  who,  with  two  children,  survives  him.     He  j 


Charles  M.  McGarvey. 


had  been  ailing  for  several  months,  but  his  death 
came  suddenly  and  somewhat  unexpectedly.  His 
funeral  was  the  occasion  of  a  demonstration  of  almost 
universal  sorrow, and  tokens  of  respect  were  given  by 
relatives,  friends,  business  and  social  organizations 
and  employers.    Gathered  around  the  house  of  1 
mourning  were  friends  who  had  grown  up  with  ! 
him  from  boyhood — friends  who  could  testify  to  j 
the  geniality  of  his  companionship,  his  warm-heart- 
ed disposition  and  the  manner  in  which  he  clung  j 
to  those  he  loved  and  respected,     livery  one  knew  j 
him,  and  all  present  had  good  words  to  say  of  him 
who  had  passed  from  their  midst.    The  bearers  \ 
were   his   brothers,  William,  Henry  and  Archie:  I 
his  brothers-in-law,  William  Van  Wormer,  Dickin-  j 
son  Courtney  and  Benjamin  W.   Wooster,  Jr.;  I 
Joseph  C.  Barnes,  for  many  years  book-keeper  of  ' 
the  firm  with  which  Mr.  McGarvey  had  been  iden-  \ 
tified;  and  J.  Johnson,  foreman  of  the  molding-  [ 
shop.    Mr.   ^IcGarvey  was  one  of  those  whole- 
souled,  helpful  men,  whose  words  of  kindness  and 
deeds  of  friendship  are  the  most  speaking  epitaphs, 
and  whose  prolonged  earthly  life  could  not  but  1 
have  brought  good  to  his  fellow-men.  I 


JOHN  S.  PERRY. 

Albany  is  justly  distinguished  for  the  elevated 
character,  success,  and  liberal  enterprise  of  its 
business  men;  perhaps  nune  of  its  sister  cities 
outrank  it  in  this  respect. 

Her  manufactories  and  manufacturers  lake  a 
high  position,  jiarticularly  in  the  manufacture  ol" 
stoves  and  oUier  products  uf  her  foundries. 

John  S.  Perry  is  nut  only  eminent  as  a  business 
man,  but  as  a  citizen  largely  interested  in  things 
touching  the  prosperity  and  advancement  of  the 
city.  He  has  occupied  this  position  so  long 
and  with  such  public  respect,  that  a  sketch  of 
his  life  naturally  belongs  to  and  makes  a  part 
of  the  history  of  our  city  and  county.  Such  a 
history  will  always  be  read  with  interest  and  pleas- 
ure, not  only  as  an  example  of  encouragement  for 
young  men  preparing  to  act  in  responsible  and 
honorable  positions  in  life,  but  to  those  more  ad- 
vanced in  a  business  career;  because,  the  success 
which  one  man  hrs  attained,  others  may  hope  to 
achieve,  by  imitating  his  example,  making  true  the 
oft-repeated  maxim,  that  biography  is  history  and 
philosophy  teaching  b}"  example. 

John  Strong  Perry  was  born  in  Farmington, 
Conn.,  December  17,  181 5.  This  beautiful  town 
is  situated  on  the  river  ot  the  same  name,  with 
scenery  which  has  been  the  admiration  of  tourists, 
and  has  excited  the  imagination  of  the  poet  and 
painter  for  many  generations.  It  is  a  lovely  stream, 
blending  the  pleasures  of  angling,  fowling,  boating, 
and  other  aquatic  sports,  presenting  to  the  voung 
advantages  for  physical  exercise  that  develop  the 
health  and  strength  of  well-formed  manhood.  I\Ir. 
Perry  traces  an  honorable  ancestry  far  back  in  the 
annals  of  NewEngland  history.  His. maternal  grand- 
father, a  descendant  of  the  Pilgrims,  was  Governor 
John  Treadwell,  LL.  D. ,  of  Connecticut,  the  last  of 
the  Puritan  line  of  Governors  His  paternal  grand- 
father was  the  Rev.  David  Perry,  of  Richmond, 
Mass.,  who  was  settled  over  the  Congregational 
Church  in  that  town  for  about  forty  years.  Indeed, 
his  ancestors  on  both  sides,  including  the  Pome- 
roys,  of  Northampton,  Mass. ;  the  Lords,  of  Col- 
chester, Conn.;  and  the  Leavenworths,  of  Wood- 
bury, Conn.,  are  all  of  the  old  Mayflower  stock. 

Mr.  Perry's  Christian  name,  John  Strong,  is 
derived  from  a  relative,  the  Rev.  John  Strong,  a 
Puritan  minister  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  Perry  is  a  self-made  man,  the  successful 
artificer  of  his  own  fortune,  which  he  has  carved 
out  by  that  indomitable  energy  and  practicabilitv 
which  to  young  men  is  of  more  value  than  wealth. 

He  began  his  etlucation  in  the  district  schools  in 
his  native  town,  where  he  made  good  progress  in 
his  studies;  so  good  that,  when,  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen, circumstances  compelled  him  to  leave  school, 
he  was  prepared  to  enter  a  counting-house  in 
Hartford.  Conn.,  where  at  that  early  age  he  began 
his  business  career. 

After  remaining  there  for  .some  time,  he  entered 
the  store  of  his  uncle,  John  B.  Perry,  in  Lee,  Mass., 
where  after  spending  several  months,  he  came  to 
Albany,  which  was  destined  to  be  his  future  home. 
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Arriving  in  that  city  on  the  23d  of  October,  1830, 
he  entered  the  crockery  store  ot'  that  old  and  well- 
known  firm  composed  of  Henry  L.  and  Charles  B. 
Webb  and  Alfred  Douglas,  honorable  and  high- 
minded  merchants,  from  whom  he  received  during 
thirteen  years  that  rigid  and  thorough  training  that 
tended  so  largely  to  his  future  success. 

P'rom  1S43  to  1S60  he  was  largely  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  stoves,  but  from  well- 
remembered  causes,  which  wrecked  so  many 
prominent  houses  at  that  time,  his  firm,  known 
under  the  name  of  Treadwell,  Perry  &  Norton, 
was  compelled  to  suspend.  This  embarrassment, 
however,  did  not  discourage  him;  he  still  had  the 
confidence  of  the  public,  and  what  is,  perhaps,  of 
equal  value,  unconquerable  energy.  These  ad- 
vantages soon  enabled  him  to  resume  business, 
and  so  successfully,  that  in  a  few  years  it  far  ex- 
ceeded any  former  limits.  It  will  be  readily  per- 
ceived that  this  success  was  due  to  -\Ir.  Perry's 
habits  and  business  capabilities.  His  experience 
enlarged  his  views  of  the  relations  of  business, 
quickened  his  insight  into  difficult  problems, 
rendering  him  more  vigilant  in  keeping  well  in- 
formed in  all  the  details  of  business  life.  Few  men 
are  more  accomplished  in  the  particulars  which 
make  the  successful  business  man  than  he. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  demands  upon  his 
time,  he  allows  nothing  to  sufl^er  for  lack  of  atten- 
tion. Having  devoted,  through  many  years,  the 
early  hours  of  morning  and  late  hours  of  the 
night  to  his  pursuits,  he  may  justly  be  considered 
one  of  the  most  industrious  and  laborious  of  men. 
Promptness  and  method  are  among  his  most  prom- 
inent characteristics,  and  it  is  in  a  large  degree 
owing  to  these  qualities  that  he  has  been  enabled 
to  accomplish  so  much.  By  his  quick  perception 
and  intuition,  his  decisions,  soon  reached,  are  rarely 
wrong. 

Identified  from  an  early  period  of  his  life  with 
the  stove  interests  of  the  country,  he  has  perhaps 
done  as  much  as  any  man  to  make  that  industry 
a  power  of  acknowledged  inlluence.  Chief  among 
the  causes  that  have  contributed  to  this  result, 
has  been  the  formation  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Stove  Manufacturers,  of  which  he  held  the 
office  of  First  President  for  several  years,  the  object 
being  to  cement  more  closely,  both  in  business  and 
social  bonds,  the  diff'erent  members  of  the  trade 
throughout  the  United  States.  In  the  formation 
and  development  of  this  organization,  ^Ir.  Perry 
has  been  one  of  the  chief  actors  and  its  early  and 
persistent  advocate.  He  saw  other  trades  rising 
rapidly  in  wealth  and  infiuence  by  similar  organi- 
zations, and  he  asked  the  co-operation  of  the  stove 
trade  for  the  same  end,  believing  that  the  principle 
of  co-operation  was  a  correct  one,  and  that  ''in 
the  multitude  of  counselors  there  is  wisdom.'' 
Having  thus  determined  upon  the  course  to  be 
pursued,  he  was  not  content  to  sit  and  theorize, 
but  threw  himself  heartily  into  the  work  both  by 
voice  and  pen.  Under  his  auspices  si.x  or  more 
important  conventions  were  held  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  and  more  than  twenty  since  under 
his  successors,  and  the  result  is  that  to-dav  the 


stove  manufacture  is  one  of  our  most  important 
industries,  and  its  history  is  replete  with  interest. 
But  it  is  not  our  purpose  here  to  pursue  it  in 
detail.  It  is  a  specialty  of  modern  date,  little  Ijc- 
ing  known  of  it  si.xty  years  ago.  It  was  inaugu- 
rated to  a  great  extent  by  Joel  Rathbunc  and 
William  V.  Many  Co.,  in  Albany,  N.  Y. ,  some 
fifty-five  years  ago,  since  which  time  it  has  con- 
tinued to  increase  from  year  to  year,  until,  in  18S5, 
not  less  than  300,000  tons  of  iron  were  converted 
into  over  2,500,000  stoves  and  various  utensils, 
for  which  some  $40,000,000  was  realized  by  the 
manufacturers.  At  present  there  are  in  the  United 
States  over  250  stove  and  hollow-ware  foundries. 
The  headquarters  of  the  manufacture  in  this  State 
may  be  said  to  be  in  Albany  and  Troy,  these  two 
cities  together  probably  manufacturing  more  stoves, 
hollow-ware,  furnaces  and  their  appliances,  than 
any  other  two  cities  in  the  Union.  Among  the 
great  establishments  in  Albany  which  are  regarded 
as  truly  representative,  is  the  house  of  Perry  Co., 
composed  of  John  S.  Perry  and  Nathan  B.  Perry, 
of  Albany;  Andrew  Dickey,  of  Sing  Sing;  and 
John  B.  Hughes,  of  Chicago,  III,  their  works 
being  one  of  the  oldest  for  the  manufacture  of 
iron-castings  north  of  the  Highlands. 

Warner  Daniels,  their  early  predecessor,  made 
stoves  as  early  as  18 13.    The  immediate  succes- 
sors of  ^Ir.  Daniels  were  William  V.  ?vlany  i  Co., 
befere  mentioned,  who  were  also  pioneers  in  this 
business.    Previous  to  1S35,  stoves  were  mostly 
made  in  blast-furnaces  in  New  Jersey  and  Penn- 
sylvania direct  from  the  ore,  instead  of  from  the 
pig  metal  as  at  present.     In   1S43,  William  B. 
Treadwell  and  John     Perry  succeeded  to  the  bus- 
iness, and  conducted  it  with  some  intervening 
changes  until  1862,  since  which  it  has  been  carried 
on  by  Perry  &  Co.    The  offices  and  ware-rooms 
of  the  firm  are  three,  viz.:  115  Hudson  avenue, 
Albany;   84    Beekman   street.   New   York;  and 
I   15  &  17  Lake  street,  Chicago,  111.    The  Albany 
j   works  employ  about  250  men  and  produce  3,000 
j  tons  of  stoves  annually,  and  the  works  in  Sing 
j  Sing  Prison  employ  900  convicts  and  200  citizens, 
I  and  produce  in  the  same  time  6,500  tons,  thus  giv- 
!  ing  a  total  production  of  9,500  tons,  or  about 
90,000  stoves,  representing  in  sales  about  $1,250,- 
000.    The  market  for  these  goods  is  not  confined 
to  the  United  States,  orders  coming  from  almost 
I  every    part  of  the    world — from    China,  Japan, 
j  Germany,  Norway,  Turkey,  Africa.  South  America 
j  and  other  countries  being  of  considerable  im- 
:  portance. 

Such  are  Mr.  Perrv's  manufacturing  interests,  and 
I  such  his  extended  relations  to  this  great  American 
i  industry,  relations  which,  as  we  have  said,  give 
I  Albany  a  place  in  the  stove  business  second  to 
none  in  the  Union. 

We  will  now  speak  of  his  character  as  a  citizen. 

In  1846,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  J. 
S  Willard,  of  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y.  Tight  children 
!  were  born  to  this  marriage,  four  of  whom  survive. 
!   Mrs.  Perry  died  in  1S64. 

I  His  second  marriage  took  place  in  1S67,  to  .Airs. 
:   Mary  lilizabeth  Thompson,  of  Woburn,  Mass.,  by 
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whom  he  had  one  daughter.  This  lady  dying  in 
1869,  his  third  marriage  took  place,  in  1871,  to 
Adahne  L.  Jones,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  who  still 
survives. 

His  eldest  daughter  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  William 
Tatlock,  D.  D.,  of  Stamford,  Conn. 

Mr.  Perry  has  long  been  a  member  of  St.  Peter's 
Episcopal  Church,  Albany,  one  of  the  oldest 
churches  in  the  United  States,  and  is  now  Senior 
Warden  of  that  Parish. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Advisory  Board  of  the 
Young  iNIen's  Christian  Association,  and  of  the  Al- 
bany Pliilharmonic  Society;  also  one  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Albany  Railroad  Christian  Asso- 
ciation. 

He  is  a  Director  of  the  National  Exchange  Bank 
of  Albany,  and  a  Trustee  of  the  Albany  Exchange 
Savings  Bank. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  I\Ir.  Perry's  life  has  not  only 
been  active  and  enterprising,  but  useful  ;  devoted 
to  the  promotion  of  religion,  education,  and  what- 
ever tends  to  the  refinement  and  cultivation  of  the 
capital  city.  He  has  never  sought  nor  accepted 
political  preferment  of  any  kind.  He  divides  his 
time,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
which  tends  largely  to  the  preservation  of  his 
health. 

He  is  what  may  be  termed  a  well-preserved  man; 
vigorous,  both  mentally  and  physically.  He  pos- 
sesses many  attractive  social  qualities  and  a  fond- 
ness for  society,  in  which  he  is  a  favorite. 

IMr.  Perry  is  very  fond  of  music  and  books,  and  an 
appreciative  and  somewhat  diligent  reader  of  some 
of  the  best  authors.  There  are  very  few  men  whose 
life,  habits  and  associations  tend  more  directly  to 
rational  and  high-minded  enjoyments  ;  it  is  there- 
fore no  affectation  to  say  that,  in  a  work  like  this, 
which  contains  a  record  of  the  men  and  of  the 
events  which  make  up  the  history  of  the  capital  i 
city,  no  one  is  entitled  to  more  honorable  mention 
in  it  than  this  gentleman. 

NAIL  WORKS. 

In  colonial  days  nails  were  manufactured  alto- 
gether by  hand.  Previous  to  1750,  the  rolling- 
mills  of  New  England  were  chiefly  employed  in 
making  nail  rods,  from  which  spikes,  or  large  nails 
were  hammered  out.  The  farmers,  in  leisure  hours, 
made  large  nails  for  their  own  use. 

The  act  of  Parliament  of  1 750,  prohibiting  the 
erection  of  slitting  or  rolling-mills  in  the  colonies, 
made  the  importation  of  nails  necessary  until  the 
Revolution.  In  1775,  Jeremiah  Wilkinson,  of  Con- 
necticut, commenced  making  cut  tacks  for  his  own 
use,  cutting  them  from  sheet  iron,  and  heading 
them  in  a  smith's  vice.  The  process  was  afterwards 
extended  to  small  nails.  In  1795  the  Connecticut 
Legislature  regulated  the  manufacture  of  nails  made 
for  sale  or  exportation,  fixing  their  length  and  the 
weight  per  thousand  of  each  of  the  several  sizes 
from  two  to  twenty  pennies. 

In  1787,  Garret  Whitbeck  opened  a  nail  factory 
in  Orange  street,  near  the  high  Dutch  Church, 
making  8s  and  los  at  a  shilling  per  pound,  and 


2CS  and  24s  at  eleven  pence.  In  the  same  year 
Stevenson,  Douw  cV:  Ten  Eyck  erected  a  similar  es- 
tablishment in  the  city,  Jacob  Perkins'  machine 
for  cutting  and  heading  nails  was  patented  Janu- 
ary 16,  1795.  The  world  is  indebted  to  Thomas 
Blanchard,  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  wonderful 
modern  machinery  for  making  all  kinds  of  nails.  In 
18 19,  John  Brinkerhoft",  of  Albany,  erected  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river,  now  in  Troy,  a  small  rolling- 
mill  for  making  iron  plates,  that  were  cut  into  nails 
and  headed  by  hand.  These  works  were  among 
the  first  then  in  existence  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  were  afterwards  bought  by  Corning  &  Norton, 
of  Albany,  which  firm  subsequently  became  Corn- 
ing, Winslow  &  Co.  and  Erastus  Corning.  The 
works  included  rolling-mills,  carriage-axle  factory, 
spike  and  nail  factories,  the  annual  product  being 
about  30,000  tons. 

TOWNSEND  FURNACE  AND  MACHINE- 
SHOP. 

No  single  family  has  done  more  for  the  progress 
of  Albany's  manufacturing  interests,  and  the  pro- 
motion of  its  commercial  welfare  than  that  of  Town- 
send.  The  present  furnace  and  machine-shop  was 
founded  by  Isaiah  and  John  Townsend,  who  were 
born  at  Sterling,  Orange  County,  where  were 
forged,  during  the  Revolution,  the  links  of  the 
chain  which  was  to  have  been  stretched  across  the 
Hudson  River  to  prevent  the  ascent  of  the  British 
ships  of  war.  A  part  of  this  chain  can  now  be  seen 
in  the  State  Geological  Hall.  Mr.  Townsend  ac- 
■  quired  a  knowledge  of  the  iron  business  from  his 
relative,  Solomon  Townsend,  an  iron  merchant  in 
New  York.  His  brother  John,  in  1804,  became  as- 
sociated in  the  foundry  business,  and  together  they 
were  the  pioneers  in  this  industry  in  this  part  of  the 
i  State.  This  partnership  was  termmated  in  Febru- 
ary, 1S38,  by  the  death  of  Isaiah.  They  were 
prominently  identified  with  many  of  the  enterprises 
by  which  this  city  has  been  benefited.  They  were 
in  intimate  relationship  with  all  the  foremost  busi- 
ness men  of  their  day,  and  materially  aided  De 
Witt  Clinton  in  his  project  of  the  Erie  Canal. 

From  1838  to  1849,  John  Townsend  carried  on 
the  foundry  business  as  the  surviving  member  of 
the  firm  of  I.  &  J,  Townsend.  At  the  latter  date 
it  passed  into  the  hands  of  Franklin  and  Theodore 
Townsend,  the  former  a  son  of  Isaiah,  and  the  latter 
a  son  uf  John  Townsend,  the  original  proprietors. 
This  partnership  was  continued  for  seven  years, 
when  Theodore  withdrew  and  Franklin  became 
sole  proprietor,  remaining  as  such  until  1S67, 
when  George  P.  Jackson,  who  had  acted  as  Gen- 
eral Superintendent  since  1S51,  became  a  partner, 
the  firm  becoming  Townsend  i  Jackson.  Rufus 
K.  Townsend,  son  of  Franklin,  took  his  fiither's 
place  in  the  firm,  and  in  18S2,  the  year  of  Mr. 
Jackson's  death,  became  sole  owner. 

The  plant  is  of  brick,  four  stories  high;  walls 
130x180  feet,  and  is  located  on  Broadway,  Rens- 
selaer and  Mulberry  streets,  fronting  on  the  Hud- 
son. They  have  a  large  collection  of  patterns,  the 
accumulation  of  three  generations,  to  which  they 
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have  added  those  of  the  Albany  Eagle  Furnace, 
the  West  Troy  Foundry,  the  Arcliimedcs  Works, 
New  York,  and  the  McGinnis  Machine  Works. 
Mill  gearing  and  machinery  castings  of  all  kinds 
are  made;  loo  men  are  employed.  Annual  out- 
put, $125,000.  Zethro  Wood,  inventor  of  the  cast- 
iron  plowshare,  had  his  first  plows  made  in  this 
foundry. 

Under  the  able  management  of  Rufus  K.  Town- 
send,  this  establishment  has  not  merely  main- 
tained, but  increased  its  reputation  in  manufacturing 
circles. 

John  T.  Brady  is  book-keeper  for  this  house. 
In  1884  he  was  elected  ."Supervisor,  to  represent  the 
Fifteenth  Ward. 

AGRICULTURAL  MACHINERY. 

The  Wheeler  and  ^Nlelick  Company,  founded  in 
1830  by  ^Messrs.  Wheeler,  Melick  k  Co.,  are  the 
leading  manufacturers  of  agricultural  machinery  in 
the  county.  In  1872  the  firm  took  in  associates, 
and  a  stock  company,  with  $200,000  capital,  was 
organized,  the  present  firm  name  being  adopted. 

The  works  are  on  Hamilton  and  Liberty  streets, 
and  cover  nearly  an  entire  block.  The  main 
building  is  of  brick,  three-stories  high.  Horse- 
powers, steam  engines,  power-threshers  and  clean- 
ers, plow-sulkies,  improved  harrows,  dump-rakes, 
clover-huUer.s,  fodder-cutters,  mills,  etc.,  are  made. 
One  hundred  and  twenty-five  men  are  employed, 
and  the  annual  output  reaches  $500,000. 

The  present  officers  are  E.  Wacterhagen,  Presi- 
dent; Peter  Melick,  Treasurer:  George  C.  Lee,  Sec- 
retary; and  James  H.  Melick,  Superintendent. 

The  products  of  this  Company  find  a  market 
throughout  the  country  and  the  world.  Their 
machines  are  of  modern  styles,  and  are  kept  up  to 
the  latest  improvements,  and  include  a  supply  of 
everything  called  for  in  progressive  agriculture. 
No  firm  has  done  more  to  produce  labor-saving 
machines  for  the  farmer. 

The  extensive  agricultural  and  machine  works 
of  Peter  K.  Dederick  &  Co.  are  located  at  Tivoli 
Hollow.  They  are  the  sole  manufacturers  of  the 
Dederick  Patent  Hand  and  Power  Presses;  also 
wire-baling  ties,  and  all  tools  used  in  connec- 
tion with  baling  hay;  horse  and  steam  hoisting- 
engines,  self-dumping  wood  and  iron  cars,  horse 
and  steam-power  brick  machines,  and  portable 
steam  engines. 

The  popular  Wood  Mowing  Machine  and  Reaper 
was  manufactured  here  a  few  years  ago;  but  its 
works  have  lately  been  transferred  to  the  West. 

IRON-WORKS. 

The  iron  foundry  of  Isaiah  Page  &  Son,  58,  60 
and  62  Liberty  strcel,  was  established  in  1S32  by 
Isaiah  Page,  Sr.,  at  Federal  Stores,  but  in  1S35 
was  removed  to  Chatham.  In  1850  the  present 
site  was  secured.  Isaiah  Page's  son,  William  B., 
was  admitted  as  a  partner  in  1883.  Isaiah  Page 
died  in  1S85,  since  which  time  his  son  has  con- 
ducted the  business.    The  foundry  is  loox  180  feet 


in  dimensions.  Sixty  moldcrs  and  other  skilled 
iron  workers  are  employed.  ^Ir.  Page  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Page  Sill,  succeeding  to  the 
interest  of  his  father  in  this  firm.  Isaiah  Page  was 
one  of  the  great  iron  manufacturers  of  .\lbanv,  and 
a  business  man  of  great  energy  and  worth. 

The  iron  and  machine-works  of  Prince  it  Ott 
was  established  by  Starks  &  Pruyn  in  1845,  who 
were  shortly  afterwards  succeeded  by  Pruyn  A:  Lan- 
sing, and  they,  in  turn,  in  iS6q,  by  Henry  C.  Has- 
kell. In  1884,  Lawrence  J.  Prince  and  Herman 
Ott  became  proprietors  of  the  works.  The  estab- 
lishment is  located  at  Nos.  9  and  11  Church  street, 
and  is  embraced  in  a  four-story  brick  building,  30 
by  75  feet  in  dimensions.  About  fifteen  skilled  me- 
chanics are  employed.  The  products  consist  or 
steam  engines  and  machinery  of  all  kinds,  wrought 
and  cast-iron  railings,  castings,  gratings,  steam- 
pipes  and  fittings,  bank  vaults  and  doors.  They 
built  the  320  horse-power  engine  now  in  use  at  the 
Albany  blast  furnace,  and  the  engine  now  in  use  at 
the  Governmen:  Printing  office  at  Washington.  The 
work  of  this  establishment  is  known  for  its  general 
excellence. 

The  firm  composed  of  T.  J.  Sullivan  and  P.  Ehler, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Sullivan  &  Ehler,  make.^  a 
specialty  of  manufacturing  steam  engines.  Their 
plant  is  located  at  166,  168  and  170  Broadway,  and 
consists  of  a  two-story  brick  building.  Sixty  men 
are  employed  in  the  various  departments,  and  their 
products  are  sold  throughout  the  United  States. 
They  also  manufacture  bridge  and  iron-work,  safes 
and  bank  vaults,  iron  roofs,  shutters,  railings,  filter 
presses,  pumps,  cast  and  \\Tought-iron  tanks,  ami 
iron  machinery  of  all  kinds.  The  products  of  this 
house  bear  a  high  reputation  in  the  trade. 

James  ]\IcKinney  &  Son  are  well-known  iron- 
founders  and  manufacturers  of  architectural  iron 
furnishings,  such  as  pillars,  gates,  railings,  and  all 
kinds  of  iron  cornices,  caps,  etc.,  fur  building 
purposes,  at  925  to  933  Broadway. 

Peter  C.  Lauder,  M'ho  resides  at  102  North  Pearl 
street,  is  a  practical  machinist  of  recognized  ability. 
For  twenty-eight  years  he  has  been  in  the  employ 
of  the  New  York  Central  Locomotive  Works  at 
West  Albany,  and  for  twenty-one  years  foreman  of 
the  machinist  department.  He  was  born  in  the 
City  of  Schenectady  in  1S35. 

The  Novelty  Iron  Foundry  was  founded  May  i. 
1 88 1,  the  members  of  the  firm  being  S.  J.  Haight 
and  J.  W.  Clark. 

Their  works  at  16  and  18  DeWitt  street  consist 
of  a  three-story  brick  building  and  a  one-story 
foundry,  where  forty  workmen  are  employed. 
They  manufacture  fine  machinery  castings,  piano 
and  organ  castings,  and  those  for  ornamental  work. 
They  make  a  specialty  of  small  gray  iron  castings 
of  great  smoothness  and  fine  quality  of  iron. 

'I'he  Capital  City  [Malleable  Iron  Cc)mpan\  was 
mcorporated  in  1882.  The  works,  corner  Fourth 
Avenue  and  Broadway,  are  a  one-story  foundry, 
130  X  1 80  feet,  and  a  five-story  brick  building, 
containing  machine  and  pattern-shops,  office,  etc. 
Mower  and  reaper  castings  for  all  agricultural  im- 
plements, also  carriage  irons  and  unfinished  sad- 
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dlery  hardware,  are  made.     I\Ir.  A.  Wiiiterbiirn  is 
President.    Seventy-five  men  are  employed. 

DARIUS  S.  WOOD 

was  born  in  Westboro,  Worcester  County,  Mass.,  ! 
in  July,  1 82 1,  and  died  in  Albany,  February  15, 
1 88 1.    He  was  a  son  of  Joel  A.  and  Louisa  (Simp-  j 
son)  Wood.    Acquiring  such  education  as  was  : 
available  to  him,  he  studied  engineering  at  the  j 
shops  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Railroad  in  Bos-  1 
ton.     Familiarizing  himself  with  the  construction  j 
and  operation  of  the  locomotive,  he  entered  the 
ranks  of  the  early  locomotive  engineers,  and  is  dis- 
tinguished in  the  local  history  of  railroading  as 
having  run  the  first  locomotive  attached  to  a  pas-  \ 
serger  train  on  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  \ 
into  Greenbush.  j 

February  18,  1862,  he  was  appointed  by  the  late  I 
Erastus  Corning,  Superintendent  of  the  Wood-work  ; 
Department  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  Com- 
pany at  Niagara  Falls,  and  later  he  was  promoted  ; 
to  the  superintendency  of  the  Company's  works  at  \ 
West  Albany. 

The  bent  of  his  mind  was  original  and  inventive,  [ 
and  while  thus  employed  he  invented  and  patented  I 
a  box-car  of  very  ingenious  construction,  which  was  | 
much  in  use  at  a  later  period;  and  at  the  time  of  ; 
his  death  he  had  many  improvements  under  way, 
which,  had  he  lived  to  complete  them,  it  is  believed 
would  have  become  valuable  in  their  application  to 
mechanical  uses.  He  was  justly  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  skillful  workers  in  iron  in  Albany.  The 
making  of  the  larger  and  more  bulky,  as  well  as  the 
finer  and  more  delicate,  parts  of  machinery,  were 
alike  easy  to  him.  About  1S66  he  became  pro- 
prietor of  the  Malleable  Iron-works  at  the  corner  of 
Westerlo  and  Franklin  streets,  which  he  managed 
with  success  and  profit  until  his  death.  These  were 
sold  to  the  present  proprietors  in  the  settlement  of 
his  estate  For  a  time,  previous  to  embarking  in 
this  enterprise,  he  was  owner  and  manager  of  the 
brewery  now  known  as  Dobler's.  He  was  instru- 
mental in  the  establishment  of  the  Malleable  Iron-  - 
works  at  Oshawa,  Canada,  where  he  gave  the  ben- 
efit of  his  counsel,  as  well  as  of  his  means,  and 
remained  for  weeks  supervising  the  construction  of 
the  works.  In  ever}thing  that  pertained  to  the 
manufacturing  and  commercial  interests  of  Albany, 
and  to  its  general  prosperity,  Mr.  Wood  was  deeply 
interested,  and  he  was  known  as  one  of  the  city's 
most  prominent  and  public-spirited  citizens.  A 
Republican  in  political  faith,  he  took  an  intelligent 
interest  in  all  public  affairs;  but  he  had  no  ambi- 
tion to  shine  in  politics,  and  though  often  solicited 
to  accept  office,  resolutely  kept  out  of  political  life. 
A  genial,  whole-souled  man.  his  social  qualities 
made  him  popular  with  all  classes.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  1S42,  to  Miss  Adeline  Smith,  of  Pittsfield, 
Mass.,  who,  with  one  daughter,  survives  him. 
His  career  was  that  of  a  man  self-made  in  the 
best  and  truest  sense  of  the  term.  His  most  con- 
spicuous characteristics  were  industry,  mtegrity  , 
and  foresight — qualities  which  insured  his  success 
in  business  life  and  gained  him  the  honor  and  ad- 


miration of  all  with  whom  he  associated.  His  na- 
ture was  kindly,  he  was  liberal  in  his  thoughts,  just 
in  his  dealings  and  charitable  in  an  unostentatious 
way.  His  death  was  regretted  as  deeply  and  as  sin- 
cerely as  that  of  any  man  who  has  died  in  Albany 
for  years,  and  he  is  referred  to  as  having  left  the 
impress  of  his  energetic  personality  on  the  town  and 
its  institutions. 

ALBANY  STFA^I  TRAP  COMPANY'. 

The  manufacture  of  return  steam  traps  was  be- 
gun in  this  city,  in  1871,  by  Townsend  &  Bless- 
ing, and  conducted  by  them  until  1875,  '^^'hen  the 
present  Albany  Steam  Trap  Company  was  incor- 
porated. The  steam'  trap  was  the  invention  of 
James  H.  Blessing,  of  this  city,  and  it  is  claimed 
was  the  first  practical  device  for  returning  the  water 
of  condensation,  under  pressure,  back  to  the  boiler, 
ever  used.  It  has  now  been  in  successful  use  for 
fourteen  years,  and  has  become  a  necessity  wher- 
ever steam  is  used. 

The  Company  own  and  control  about  twenty- 
five  patents  on  steam  traps  and  processes  of  return- 
ing condensed  water  to  the  boiler  under  pressure. 

The  executive  officers  of  the  Company  are  as  fol- 
lows :  General  Frederick  Townsend,  President;  J. 
H.  Blessing,  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  General 
Superintendent;  and  H.  H.  ]\Iartin,  Trustee.  Of- 
fice and  works,  78  and  80  Church  street. 

BOILFRS,  ENGINES  AND  OTHER  BULKY 
IRON  M.\CHINES  AND  FURNISHINGS. 

In  1863,  David  F.  Skinner  and  Joseph  Arnold 
began  the  manufacture  of  steam  engines  and  boilers 
in  this  city,  on  the  south  side  of  Flerkimer  street, 
and  removed  to  199  Broadway,  their  present  loca- 
tion, in  1869.  Their  boiler  shop  is  33  .x  200  feet 
in  dimensions.  They  employ  seventy-five  to  one 
hundred  men,  and  manufacture  engines,  boilers, 
steam  pumps,  elevators  and  tanks. 

Robert  Livingston  and  Patrick  Shevlin  com- 
menced the  manufacture  of  boilers  and  tanks  in 
1 866,  under  the  firm  name  of  Livingston  &  Shevlin. 
[anuary  10,  1877,  fi™  ^^'^^  dissolved.  Since 
"then  the  business  has  been  conducted  solely  by 
Mr.  Shevlin.  The  premises  consist  of  a  two-story 
brick  building,  34  x  74  feet  and  an  addition  29  x 
60  feet,  on  die  corner  of  Church  and  Herkimer 
streets.  Twenty-four  men  are  employed  in  the 
manufacture  of  all  kinds  of  stationary  and  marine 
boilers. 

E.  D.  Ransom  it  Co.,  corner  Church  and  Mul- 
berry streets,  manufacturers  of  foundry  facings  and 
founders' supplies,  succeeded  Messrs.  Charles  &  Co. 
in  1883,  the  house  having  been  founded  in  1879 
by  the  latter.  The  manufactory  is  a  two-story  stone 
building,  supplied  with  a  fifty  horse-power  steam 
engme.  Fifteen  men  are  employed.  They  also 
make  the  "  Charles  "  stove  polish.  The  members 
of  the  firm  are  E.  D.  Ransom,  James  D.  Wasson 
and  J.  Sanford  Ransom. 

Michael  Huber  it  John  J.  Hartnett  established 
their  iron  foundry,  37  Lil)erty  street,  in  18S0. 
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They  occup}'  the  old  Cornell  foundry,  35x45  feet. 
Fifteen  mechanics  are  employed.  Iron  castings  of 
all  kinds  are  made. 

ALBANY  SAW  WORKS 

were  established  in  1855  by  Messrs.  Robert  H. 
Pruyn  and  Charles  B.  Lansing,  under  the  name 
of  the  Albany  Iron  and  Saw  Works,  in  connection 
with  the  Albany  Iron-works.  In  1S79,  the  present 
firm,  consisting  of  Edward  Y.  Lansing,  a  son  of 
the  founder,  and  James  Goodwin,  who  has  been 
connected  with  the  business  from  its  foundation, 
succeeded  to  it,  their  predecessors  being  ].  T. 
Lansing  &  Co.,  of  which  firm  both  were  members. 

All  styles  of  saws  are  made  by  them,  and  the}' 
also  deal  in  files,  grindstones,  etc.  They  have 
invented  many  improvements  for  the  manufacture 
of  their  goods.  Their  factory,  a  three  story  brick 
building,  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Church  and 
Bleecker  streets,  having  a  frontage  of  100  feet  on 
each  street,  and  runs  tlirough  to  Herkimer  street. 

FILES  AND  RASPS. 

I 

John  A.  Smyth,  in  1859,  founded  the  present 
firm  of  Smyth  &  Sons,  manufacturers  of  the  "Bee- 
hive "  files  and  rasps.  Their  works  are  the  oldest 
of  the  kind  in  Albany,  and  are  located  on  Church 
and  Herkimer  streets.  Frederick  S.  Morris  became 
a  member  of  the  firm  in  1878.  All  stvles  of  files 
and  rasps  are  produced.    They  also  recut  files. 

CAR- WHEELS. 

In  1852,  George  H.  Thacher  began  the  manu- 
facture  of  car-wheels   and  railroad   castings  in 
Albany.    In  1857,  Daniel  S.  Lathrop  became  a 
partner,  under  the  firm  name  of  G.  H.  Thacher  & 
Co.     In  1873,  John  Boyd  Thacher  became  a  part- 
ner.    The    firm    became   known   as  Thacher, 
Lathrop  &  Co.    This  continued  until  the  death  of  1 
Mr.  Lathrop,  in  1883,    Since  1873,  John  Boyd  i 
Thacher  and  his  brother,  George  H.  Thacher,  Jr.,  j 
have  had  charge  of  the  works.     Most  of  the  car-  | 
wheels  of  the  New  York  Central  Railway  are  made  } 
by  this  firm.     The  works   are   located   on  the  I 
corner  of  Learned  and  Thacher  streets.     Daniel  P. 
Fales  has  been  Superintendent  of  these  works  for 
several  years.     Personal  biographies  of  the  indi- 
vidual members  of  this  enterprising  firm  follow. 

DANIEL   S.  LATHROP  - 

was  born  in  Albany,  April  13,  1S25,  the  eldest  son 
of  Dyer  and  Jane  (Shields)  Lathrop.     "His  first 
American  ancestor, "  says  his  memorialist, ' '  was  the  1 
Rev.  John  Lathrop,  of  Barnstable,  who  was  the  first 
to  enlighten  the  dark  regions  of  America  with  the  | 
Christian  ministry,  and  whose  name  shines  bril-  j 
liantly  upon  the  pages  of  that  catalogue  which  j 
Cotton  Mather  made  of  New  England  worthies."  i 
It  was  at  the  old  Albany  Academy  that  ^Ir.  La-  j 
throp  gained  his  rudimentary  education.     He  was 
sent  at  the  age  of  about  fourteen  to  the  boarding  \ 


school  of  Rev.  Air.  Bulkley,  in  Rensselaer  County, 
N.  Y.  "After  having  acquired  here."  continues 
his  memorialists,  "a  useful,  and  the  foundation  of 
a  classical,  education,  he  returned  home  and  re- 
mained for  a  time  in  his  father's  mercantile  house." 
About  the  time  he  attained  his  majority,  he  secured 
a  position  with  Messrs.  F.  J.  Bernard  &  Co.,  at 
that  time  a  prominent  firm  of  lumber  dealers,  hav- 
ing previously  served  as  a  clerk  in  one  of  the  State 
Departments,  and  also  as  a  clerk  in  one  of  the 
banking  institutions  of  Albany.  Industrious  and 
frugal,  he  saved  much  of  his  salary,  intending  to 
engage  in  business.  He  formed  the  acquaintance 
of  a  prominent  railroad  magnate  named  Morgan, 
well  known  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  who, 
divining  the  material  of  which  the  young  man  was 
made,  assisted  him  by  advice  in  making  some  in- 
vestments by  which  Mr.  Lathrop  added  to  his 
capital,  and  was  thus  enabled,  in  1857,  to  purchase 
an  interest  in  the  car-wheel  manufacturing  business 
of  ]Mr.  George  H.  Thacher.  The  firm  name  was 
then  changed  to  George  H.  Thacher  &  Co. ;  and 
again,  in  1873,  by  the  admission  of  Hon.  John 
Boyd  Thacher  to  a  partnership  in  the  business,  to 
Thacher,  Lathrop  &  Co.  Mr.  Lathrop's  relations 
in  this  enterprise  terminated  only  with  his  death. 
Mr.  Lathrop  though  never  mingling  much  in  the 
politics  of  the  day,  was  induced,  in  1850,  to  represent 
his  ward  in  the  Common  Council,  a  duty  which  he 
discharged  with  credit  and  honor.  This  was  the 
only  public  position  he  ever  occupied.  He  was 
actively  interested  in  some  of  Albany's  home  insti- 
tutions. He  was  prominently  identified  with  the 
Albany  City  Bank  and  the  Union  National  Bank, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a  Trustee  of  the 
Rural  Cemetery  Association;  of  the  Albany  Gas- 
light Company;  and  of  the  Watervliet  Turnpike  and 
Hor.se  Railroad  Company. 

The  following  extract  from  Hon.  John  Boyd 
Thacher's  admirable  memorial  of  Mr.  Lathrop, 
which  has  already  been  quoted  from,  will  aff'ord 
no  more  than  a  just  estimate  of  his  character  and 
life. 

"' ]\Ir.  Lathrop  was  best  known  to  the  public  as 
one  engaged  in  commercial  pursuits,  and  it  is 
proper  to  refer  briefiy  to  his  characteristics  as  a 
business  man.  That  was  the  field  of  his  largest 
activities.  In  the  college  and  university  there  ob- 
tains a  notion,  as  fallacious  as  it  is  hampering  and 
narrowing,  that,  compared  to  the  professional  life,  a 
career  devoted  to  business  pursuits  is  low,  sordid, 
base.  But  if  there  is  a  sphere  which  requires 
moral  culture  and  intellectual  abilitv.  it  is  that  in 
which  the  labor  of  man  receives  and  develops  the 
labor  of  the  earth.  The  credit  of  a  nation  depends 
not  so  much  upon  the  professional  man;  not  so 
much  upon  the  public  man  and  statesman;  not 
so  much  upon  the  yeoman;  as  upon  those  men 
of  brain  and  nerve  who  initiate  and  prosecute  to 
successful  issue  great  industries  and  commercial 
missions. 

"  Mr.  Lathrop  at  an  early  age  made  choice  of 
a  business  life,  and  his  career  reflects  credit  on 
himself  and  otTers  to  the  youth  of  this  generation 
an  eminent  example.      Honor  and  truth  were 
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natural  to  liim  nnd  he  soon  ac(iuired  order,  obe- 
dience, a  conception  of  the  true  value  of  money,  and 
a  knowledge  i.)f  life.  He  never  valued  money  for 
itself,  nor  sought  it  as  an  end,  but  simply  because 
he  saw  that,  rightly  used,  it  contrii)utcs  to  the  sum 
of  human  happiness  and  the  advancement  of  the 
human  race.  He  conducted  business  upon  so 
firm  a  basis,  and  in  regions  so  unexposed,  that  his 
affairs  seldom  touched  precarious  or  doubtful 
ground.  So  nicely  did  caution  wait  on  impulse, 
that  success  was  the  natural  end  of  venture.  His 
sense  of  commercial  honor  was  keen  and  sensitive. 
In  the  conducting  of  affairs  he  was  always  consist- 
ent with  the  worth  and  greatness  of  his  own  na- 
ture. He  exhibited  in  his  transactions  with  others 
that  element  of  honor  which  we  sometimes  speak 
of  as  dignity.  The  highest  motives,  the  best  prin- 
ciples, governed  all  that  he  did,  and  he  bent  his 
work  to  square  with  his  design.  Perhaps  one  of 
tlie  most  prominent  features  of  his  character  was 
his  inherent  and  positive  love  of  the  truthful.  His 
veracity  was  that  of  fact.  His  statements  were  ac- 
tual and  real;  no  man's  saying  wns  ever  falsely  col- 
ored by  him.  His  speech  of  other  men  was  never 
insincere.  His  devotion  to  truth  was  the  old 
knightly  spirit  of  devotion,  and  having  fought  his 
fight,  he  laid  down  his  escutcheon,  fair,  bright, 
spotless. 

"Lord  Shaftesbury  says  we  should  observe  and 
speak  of  a  man's  understanding  as  we  would  of  his 
face.  That  nature  characterizes  a  mind  as  pecu- 
liarly and  distinctly  as  she  sets  her  hand  to  features. 
As  nature  gave  to  Mr.  Lathrop  a  f;\ce  strikingly 
comely  and  attractive,  so  with  plenary  indulgence, 
she  gave  him  an  understanding  of  uncommon 
power  and  symmetry. 

"A  philosopher  would  require  us  to  include  in 
understanding,  the  power  to  perceive  and  the  power 
to  make  use  of  perceptions.  The  cast  of  ]Mr. 
Lathrop's  mind  was  such  that  it  mirrored  a  subject 
by  almost  instantaneous  mental  photography,  and 
then  by  combination  and  comparison  it  perfected 
its  relation  to  a  point  or  query.  Mental  operations 
were  performed  by  him  apparently  without  the 
tedious  steps  traveled  by  the  ordinary  mind.  Nor 
was  the  work  of  his  mind  less  perfect  for  its  winged 
flight,  nor  less  sound  for  its  quick  construction. 
This  peculiar  power  was  of  use  to  him  in  those  cal- 
culations of  pennies  and  of  pounds  incidental  to 
business  life.  They  were  of  a  better  use.  On 
questions  of  moment  they  enabled  him  to  foretell 
an  end  to  problems  for  the  detailed  working  of 
which  years  had  to  be  enrolled,  and  the  answer  the 
years  gave  was  his.  One  could  follow  his  leading 
safely  and  adopt  his  judgment  with  assurance.  To 
this  quickness  of  perception  he  united  a  research 
that  never  wearied.  All  the  enthusiasm  of  the  ar- 
dent explorer  burned  within  him.  Men,  measur- 
ing his  success  by  the  field  in  which  he  seemed  to 
work,  were  wont  to  attribute  to  chance  and  good 
fortune  that  which  was  the  result  of  purpose  and  of 
aim.  I'hey  sometimes  mistook  the  production  of 
toil  and  care  for  benevolence  fallen  from  the  wind. 
But  those  who  knew  him  knew  how  careful  were 
his  investigations  and  how  constant  his  watchful- 


ness. His  coins  were  not  stanipied  by  the  fingers 
of  Hildas,  but  rather  they  recoriled  the  quest  of 
Jason. 

"He  was  a  student  of  geography,  of  history,  and 
of  the  world's  physical  requircment.s.  Particularly 
he  studied  the  needs  of  localities  in  our  own  coun- 
try, and  the  resources  from  which  they  might  satis- 
fy and  gratify  these  needs. 

"The  intricate  net-work  of  railways  which  lie 
between  the  two  oceans,  were  as  familiar  to  him  as 
were  his  own  garden-paths.  Surely  there  must  be 
a  difference  between  that  po.sition  which  makes  a 
man  buy  railroad  interests,  and  railroad  promises, 
when  he  has  no  knowledge  of  the  location  of  the 
railway,  and  is  ignorant  of  the  force  of  its  obliga- 
tion, and  that  disposition  which  decides  a  man  in 
acquiring  ownership  in  railways,  when  he  is  famil- 
iar with  their  relative  positions,  conditions  and 
prospects. 

"  \\'ealth,  properly  obtained,  comes  to  no  man 
spontaneously.  Acquaintance  with  the  circum- 
stances of  its  possession  will  generally  reveal  the 
mental  shovel  and  the  intellectual  barrow.  It  was 
so  with  the  acquired  property  of  Mr.  Lathrop.  It 
came  to  him  as  the  legitimate  wages  of  mind  and 
body.  It  grew  and  increased  because  fostered 
with  prudence  and  management. 

"He  was  much  given  to  the  serious  study' of 
political  economy,  and  held  and  argued  the  belief 
of  our  nation's  commercial  liberty.  He  thought 
the  ability  of  a  nation  to  fight  unassisted  would 
certainly  argue  its  ability  to  stand  alone.  He  was 
not  only  familiar  with  the  writings  of  those  who 
had  given  their  opinions  and  theories  to  the  world 
upon  the  commercial  relations  of  nations,  but  he 
corresponded  not  infrequently  with  some  very  cap- 
able modern  writers  upon  this  subject,  and  was 
accustomed,  when  in  conversation  upon  this  topic, 
to  maintain  his  opinions  with  vigor  and  per- 
sistency. 

"He  carefully  considered  the  relation  existing, 
and  which  should  exist,  between  the  government 
and  the  governed.  Here  too  he  held  very  strong 
and  pronounced  view  s.  During  the  dark  days  of 
our  civil  war,  ]\Ir.  Lathrop's  purse  and  hand  were 
at  the  service  of  his  country.  He  was  a  bitter  foe 
to  those  pri".ciples  which  were  hostile  to  our  hap- 
piness, prosperity  and  continuance  as  a  people. 
At  this  time,  when  many  were  accustomed  to  con- 
strue very  loosely  their  duty  in  responding  by  pro- 
portionate exactions  to  the  support  of  the  public 
service,  he  cheerfully  and  generousl}'  contributed 
whatever  the  Government  required  of  him.  What 
was  a  civil  burden  to  others,  was  to  him  a  civil  and 
solemn  duty. 

"Mr.  Lathrop  indulged  in  but  few  relaxations 
from  the  cares  of  business.  The  only  prominent 
pursuit  leading  at  all  away  from  his  daily  occupa- 
tion, was  the  breeding  of  horses,  and  even  here  his 
j  motive  was  practical,  and  by  care  and  wisdom  he 
1  sought  to  develop  a  race  of  horses  which  should 
i  prove  more  serviceable  to  man.  He  studied  the 
1  anatomy  of  the  horse,  and  could  learnedly  explain 
I  at  which  point  nature  had  made  provision  for 
I  higher  development.    He  knew  almost  immedi- 
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ately  when  I'C  saw  a  horse  in  distress  liow  and 
where  to  apply  relief. 

"He  was  accustomed  frequently  to  express  his 
views  as  to  the  treatment  and  development  of  this 
faithful  servant  of  the  human  race  in  the  dilkrenl 
journals  devoted  to  this  important  subject,  and 
more  than  all  he  direcll}',  and  through  unsusjjected 
channels,  worked  constantly  and  effectively  to  pre- 
vent the  ignorant  and  reckless  use  uj)on  the  horse 
of  those  modern  appliances  which,  while  the}'  are 
supposed  to  increase,  vn\\  destroy  his  strength, 
his  speed  and  his  beauty.  Mr.  Lathrop  belonged 
to  several  organizations  whose  object  it  is  to  im- 
prove the  horse,  and  here  he  was  recognized  as  the 
intelligent  breeder  and  the  charming  gentleman. 

"The  social  element  in  Mr.  Lathrop's,  character 
was  strong  and  conspicuous.  Not  that  he  cared 
for  what  we  generically  term  society.  It  was  in  the 
little  coterie  where  friend  was  knit  to  friend  by 
sincere  affection,  that  his  light  most  brilliantly 
shone.  His  humor  was  pleasant  and  happy,  never 
harmful  or  degenerate.  The  grasp  of  his  hand 
meant  confidence.  His  smile  was  an  invitation  to 
amity.  A  Christian  minister  has  said  that  he  never 
met  him  but  that  he  felt  that  he  was  in  the  sun- 
shine. In  his  friendship  he  was  frank,  sincere,  true 
and  loyal.  His  manners  belonged  not  to  our 
generation,  but  to  that  of  our  fathers,  when  courtesy 
between  man  and  man  was  cultivated;  when  polite- 
ness was  reciprocal:  when  there  was  deportment 
without  atTectation  and  formality  without  coldness. 
Prosperity  gave  him  all  the  chastening  worth  of  ad- 
versity. 

"  The  conversational  powers  possessed  by  Mr. 
Lathrop  were  generally  commented  upon  by  those 
who  know^  him.  His  discourse  was  rich  in  word 
and  thought.  The  well-filled  storehouse  of  his  in- 
formation was  drawn  upon  readily  by  his  facile 
tongue,  and  he  generously  provided  his  hearers  with 
the  wholesomeness  of  instruction  and  the  delicacy 
of  entertainment. 

"  His  descriptive  powers  were  marvelous.  His 
friends  will  remember  how  familiar  he  made  them 
with  the  scenes  through  which  he  passed  when  on 
a  visit  to  California  in  iS66.  He  displayed  all  the 
richness  of  imagery  without  intrenching  upon  the 
ground  of  imagination.  The  extent  of  his  vocab- 
ulary was  shown  by  his  seldom  clothing  an  idea 
twice  wiih  the  same  words  or  terms.  Thus  the 
repetition  of  a  story  had  ever  a  new  charm.  In 
some  of  his  talking  moods  we  have  never  heard  a 
professional  advocate  speak  with  such  clearness  of 
argument  or  such  flow  of  diction. 

"Though  he  wrote  remarkably  well,  the  mere 
mechanical  act  of  writing  seemed  to  make  him 
guarded  in  his  words,  and  over-careful  of  his  ex- 
pressions. The  fountain  of  his  thought  had  its  flow- 
through  the  tongue  rather  than  the  pen. 

"A  man's  charity  and  his  religion  are  two  sub- 
jects which  always  seem  hedged  about  by  a  certain 
sacredness.  In  these  days  benevolence  is  often 
easily  described  by  the  word  iu6scn/>^io;!,  a.nd  religion 
by  the  word  cercmom: 

"  To  one  who  heard  the  anxious  inquiries  of  the 
poor  for  Mr.  Lathrop's  condition  from  dav  to  day 


as  he  lay  ill,  and  their  tender  expressions  of  solici- 
tude as  he  drew  near  the  time  of  his  departure, 
there  would  be  little  need  to  speak  of  him  as  their 
friend;  made  so  by  a  lively  interest  in  their  poverty, 
and  the  warmth  of  a  helpful  hand. 

"  Surely  Mr.  Lathro[)  ought  not  to  reap  spar- 
ingly, for  he  did  not  sow  sparingly.  He  gave  without 
stint,  and  the  pensioners  who  were  about  him  did 
him  more  honor  and  sincere  service  than  hired  or 
liveried  retinues.  He  preferred  not  to  have  his 
name  appear  upon  subscription  books,  but  we 
known  of  no  charities,  without  distinction  of  sect, 
to  which  he  did  not  contribute.  His  benevolence 
did  not  have  its  rise  in  the  annoyance  which  comes 
from  importunity,  but  from  quick  and  deep  .sym- 
pathy with  the  unfortunate, and  his  abiding  reverence 
for  the  Divine  commandments  which  encircle  duty. 

"  3tlr.  Lathrop  never  made  a  parade  of  the  views 
he  entertained  concerning  his  relations  to  the  Crea- 
tor. He  occupied  the  attitude  of  one  who  stood 
with  reverence  and  faith  before  that  which  he  did 
not  comprehend.  He  was  like  one  who  held  a 
hand  in  the  darkness.  The  evanescence  of  all 
earthly  things;  the  obligations  of  rectitude  and 
honor;  the  certainty  of  death,  and,  after  death,  the 
resurrection,  were  mementoes  embodied  in  his 
creed.  Some  weeks  before  his  deaih,  when  his 
spirits  were  vigorous,  and  there  was  hope  of  his 
soon  regaining  his  bodily  powers,  he  told  the  writer 
in  earnest  words  of  his  entire  submission  to  the 
Divine  will,  and  of  the  peace  and  contentment  he 
felt  in  the  Divine  guidance. 

"  How  excellent  then  were  the  qualities  of  him 
we  mourn;  how  fragrant  shall  be  his  memory  1  As 
we  dwell  upon  his  character,  whatever  of  failure  the 
most  sifting  search  can  find,  we  shall  perceive  to  be 
but  the  imperfection  which  belongs  to  incomplete- 
ness. The  earthly  tabernacle  man  erects  is  never 
faultless.  His  was  a  sturdy  and  withal  a  stately 
building. 

"  If  he  had  great  business  sagacity,  it  was  mor- 
tised to  the  most  unyielding  probity.  If  he  had 
forethought,  there  was  with  it  exceeding  great 
charity.  If  in  his  giving  he  was  profuse,  yet  never 
was  he  wasteful.  If  he  was  genial  and  companion- 
able, he  practiced  the  restraint  of  temperance.  If 
he  e.vacted  equity,  he  rendered  to  all  men  justice 
and  their  rights.  If  he  exhibited  the  strength  of 
unusual  activity  and  energy,  he  likewise  displayed 
the  strength  of  reserve  force  and  funded  power.  If 
he  at  times  gave  the  rein  to  impatience,  the  sun  and 
his  wrath  never  traveled  far  together.  If  he  recog- 
nized the  responsibility  of  human  agency  in  the 
making  of  events,  he  relegated  to  the  Deity  the 
providence,  the  mystery  and  the  glory  of  the  Di- 
vine government." 

Mr.  Lathrop  was  married, in  1855, to  MissHarriet 
Wilson,  who,  with  their  three  daughters,  Jeannie  W. . 
Christine  M.,  and  Aimee  G.  Lathrop,  survive  him. 

Nothing  that  could  be  introduced  here  by  way 
of  comment  upon  Mr.  Lathrop's  charities  would 
add  to  the  measure  of  apprecation  thereof  expressed 
in  Mr.  Thacher's  memorial.  A  brief  mention  of 
some  of  their  most  prominent  objects  may  be  in- 
dulged in,  however,  more  as  a  gratilication  to  those 
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who  have  such  erooil  cause  to  remember  him  grate- 
fully than  because  it  is  at  all  necessary  as  an  ad- 
dition to  what  has  already  been  so  well  said  of  Mr. 
Latiirop  in  that  respect.  He  was  specially  inter- 
ested in,  and  more  than  generous  to,  St.  Peter's 
Hospital,  Bishop  Doane's  Children's  Convalescent 
Home,  and  the  Old  Ladies'  Home.  Many  will  re- 
member his  noble  charity,  in  the  summer  of  1S82, 
to  the  crij)pled  children  sojourning  at  Saratoga — 
how  he  took  them  on  an  excursion  to  the  head  of 
the  lake,  and  gave  them  a  handsome  dinner  there; 
how  in  person  he  carried  some  of  the  disabled  ones, 
and  spoke  words  of  kindness  to  them  all;  how, 
when  a  generous  neighbor  proposed  to  share  the 
expense  wMth  him,  he  said,  "  No,  this  is  my  treat; 
you  can,  if  you  please,  take  them  another  time." 
He  was  accustomed  to  remark  that  "people  are 
very  apt  to  be  generous  when  it  is  not  necessary 
that  they  should  be  so.  A  man  will  loan  $100, 
or  $500,  or  perhaps  give  to  a  friend  in  the  form 
of  a  present;  but  if  by  reverse  of  fortune  that  friend 
should  come  to  poverty,  and  in  his  distress  should 
wish  to  borrow  $10,  very  like'y  it  will  be  refused 
or  loaned  grudgingly. "  He  was  opposed  to  such 
misnamed  frindship  as  this,  and  contended  that  if 
a  person  were  really  worthy  of  assistance  and 
needed  it,  it  .should  be  accorded  to  him  freely  and 
in  such  a  spirit  as  not  to  humiliate  him  or  make 
him  sorry  to  be  its  recipient. 

HON.  GEORGE  H.  THACHER. 

The  biography  we  have  now  to  relate  tells  its 
own  significant  story.  In  firm  courage  under  all 
difficulties;  in  a  sublime  moral  heroism  in  the 
execution  of  the  plans  of  a  lifetime;  and  in  marked 
results  from  perseverance,  industry  and  integrity, 
it  afiFords  an  example  such  as  is  seldom  found. 

Hon.  George  H.  Thacher  was  born  in  Hornells- 
ville,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  June  4,  181 8.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Hornell,  and  that  town 
takes  its  name  from  the  same  family.  At  the  age 
of  four  years  he  was  cast  upon  the  world  in  a  con- 
dition of  utter  poverty,  without  friends,  and  as 
helpless  as  a  leaf  upon  the  waters.  After  many 
intervening  struggles,  he  obtained,  w-hen  sixteen 
years  old,  m  1834,  the  position  of  cabin-boy  on  a 
steamer  on  Lake  Erie.  There  he  earned  his  first 
money,  which  he  expended  in  procuring  an  edu- 
cation, working  early  and  late,  before  and  after 
school,  to  pay  his  board.  His  was  a  reflective 
mind.  While  he  was  engaged  in  the  humble,  and 
even  menial,  duties  of  a  cabin-boy,  it  was  often 
occupied  with  thoughts  of  the  future.  He  deter- 
mined to  rise  above  the  stadon  in  which  poverty 
and  friendlessness  had  left  him,  and  he  foresaw 
that  one  of  the  most  effective  agencies  in  the  battle 
before  him  would  be  an  education.  This  he  set 
about  saving  money  to  obtain,  and  at  length,  to  his 
inexpressible  joy,  began  his  studies. 

Not  long  after  this  he  entered  an  academy, 
boarding  himself  during  term  time.  He  obtained 
the  requisite  amount  of  money  by  earning  some- 
thing each  day  in  extra  hours  and  in  the  vacations. 
All  this  required  self-denial  and  providence  of  the 


most  severe  kind,  but  he  felt  fully  repaid  in  the 
advancement  which  he  was  making  on  the  road  to 
knowledge.  In  a  like  manner  he  managed  to  get 
a  passable  collegiate  education,  graduadng  at 
L^nion  College,  Schenectady,  in  1843. 

Continuing  the  struggle  of  life  with  an  indomi- 
table will,  he  acquired  a  few  thousand  dollars.  In 
1S49  he  came  to  Albany,  and  entered  into  the 
business  of  manufacturing  stoves,  with  a  partner. 
This  partnership  was  dissolved  in  1852.  Mr. 
Thacher  then  began  the  manufacture  of  car-wheels 
and  other  railroad  castings  which  he  has  continued 
to  the  present  time.  During  the  first  three  years 
he  labored  daily  at  the  foundry,  at  all  kinds  of 
manual  work.  He  was  constantly  with  his  men, 
like  them  having  his  dinner  sent  to  him,  and  in 
addition  to  this  he  kept  his  own  books,  wrote  all 
receipts,  statements,  etc.,  and  made  all  purchases 
and  collections.  The  business  has  since  largely 
increased  from  year  to  year.  The  New  York  Cen- 
tral Railway  and  other  important  roads  are 
chiefly  supplied  with  the  wheels  of  this  foundry. 

It  has  not  been  alone  to  the  commercial  pros- 
perity of  the  City  of  Albany  that  I\Ir.  Thacher  has 
contributed  by  his  enterprise  and  public  spirit  ; 
and  his  interest  has  not  been  confined  to  his  own 
immediate  business,  however  admirably  the  latter 
has  been  conducted.  Long  identified  with  munic- 
ipal interests,  his  public  life  has  been  character- 
ized by  a  devotion  to  duty  and  an  integrity  that 
have  secured  to  him  the  highest  esteem  of  his 
fellow-citizens.  He  was  first  elected  to  office 
in  1859,  when  he  became  an  Alderman,  but  served 
only  one  year.  In  the  spring  of  1S60  he  resigned, 
[  in  order  to  accept  the  nomination  for  INIayor,  to 
which  office  he  was  triumphantly  elected.  In  1866 
he  was  re-elected,  and  in  1870  he  was  a  third  time 
elected  by  a  large  vote.  He  was  called  to  fill  the 
same  honorable  position  for  the  fourth  time  in 
1872. 

In  every  popular  movement  which  for  years  has 
occurred,  ]\Ir.  Thacher  has  been  particularly  con- 
spicuous for  his  zeal,  his  generosity  and  his 
patriotism.  In  the  support  of  the  United  States 
Government  during  the  civil  war,  he  was  con- 
spicuous— even  above  many  whose  labors  and 
sacrifices  in  behalf  of  the  Union  cause  were  note- 

I  worthy.  During  his  long  and  prominent  identi- 
fication with  the  history  of  the  city,  he  has  been 
called  to  take  part  in  scenes  of  great  importance 
and  even  national  significance,  which  are  detailed 
in  his  valuable  and  interesting  reminiscences  pub- 
lished elsewhere  in  this  volume — scenes  which, 
though  ]Mr.  Thacher  was  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent actors  in  them,  were  of  too  great  general 
interest,  and  belonged  too  much  to  history  in  its 

!   broader  sense,  to  be  dismissed  in  a  mere  sketch  of 

I  his  life. 

Mr.  Thacher  is  a  man  who  has  reached  success 
by  the  most  thorough  personal  identity  with  every 
plan  of  his  life  and  its  execution.     Fortunate  cir- 
cumstances were  in  no  sense  means  by  which  he 
I   sought  or  secured  his  ends.     He  did  not  expect 
I   anything  of  the  kind,  and  he  never  lost  time  and 
I  patience,  as  so  many  do,  in  looking  for  them.  He 
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looked  solely  into  his  own  heart  and  mind  for  the  i 
resolution  and  abiUty  that  were  necessary  to  carve  j 
out  success.  This  was  not  vanity,  but  the  calm  i 
resolution  of  that  higher  nature  which  asserts  and  | 
displays  itself  in  those  persons  destined  for  vie-  j 
tonous  struggles  with  fortune.  | 

He  has  now  an  ample  competency,  which  it  is  | 
his  aim  to  use  not  simply  for  himself  and  family,  | 
but  for  the  benefit  of  others.     Remembering  his  ! 
own  vicissitudes  of  life,  and  his  hard  battles  witli 
the  world,  he  hopes  to  render  himself  useful  to 
those  who  are  struggling  in  the  same  way.     Pure  j 
in  character,  generous  with  his  means,  enterprising 
in  business,  and  public-spirited  as  a  citizen,  he  fills  j 
the  highest  conceptions  of  a  noble  manhood.  j 

In  a  personal  conversation  with  ]vlr.  Thacher, 
he  said  to  the  writer  of  this  sketch:  "Many 
people  have  an  erroneous  idea  in  regard  to  self- 
made  men.  The  truth  is  that  all  men  who  attain 
meritorious  distinction,  whether  born  in  aftluence 
or  poverty,  are  self-made  men.  Every  man  builds 
himself.  He  who  is  born  to  wealth;  who  is 
nursed  and  reared  in  luxury;  whose  entire  sur- 
roundings are  so  many  temptations  to  idleness,  j 
dissfpation,  or  a  life  of  pleasure;  and  yet,  despite  j 
all  these  influences,  makes  a  man  of  himself,  i 
deserves,  in  my  judgment,  more  credit  than  he 
who  rises  from  obscurity  and  poverty.  Both  are 
deserving,  but  the  former  exhibits  the  moral 
grandeur  of  self-denial,  while  the  latter  acts  from 
the  spur  of  necessity.  I  do  not,  therefore,  lay 
claim  to  e.Ktra  credit  for  the  comparative  success 
which  I  have  achieved.  " 

HON.  JOHN  B.  THACHER. 

Hon.  John  Boyd  Thacher  was  born  at  Ballston 
Springs,  N.  Y. ,  September  ii,  1847.     He  is  the 
eldest  son  of  Hon.  George  H.  Thacher,  v,ho  was 
for  many  years  Mayor  of  Albany.    His  mother  was 
.  Ursula  J.  Boyd,  daughter  of  David  Boyd,  Esq.,  of  i 
Schenectady.    His  first  American  ancestor  was  Rev.  i 
Thomas  Thacher,  who  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  | 
Old  South  Church  of  Boston.     His  father's  mater-  1 
nai  grandfather,  Judge  Hornell,  was  the  founder  of  i 
the  important  town  of  Hornellsville,  N.  Y.  I 

To  ex-Mayor  George  H.  Thacher  it  is  needless 
to  allude  in  this  connection,  more  than  to  pay,  in  I 
passing,  a  tribute  of  respect  to  one  who  was  once 
one  of  the  most  prominent  business  men  of  Albany,  ; 
and  who  has  been  referred  to  as  "  that  old  war-  1 
horse  of  the  Democracy,  who,  in  years  gone  by,  so  ■ 
often  led  the  party  to  victory."    In  nothing  the 
elder  Thacher  ever  did,  did  he  show  sounder  com-  : 
mon  sen.se  than  in  the  education  he  gave  his  son,  ' 
John  B.,  to  fit  him  for  the  duties  of  life — an  edu-  ' 
cation  so  practical  as  to  fully  inform  him  upon  the 
little  understood  conflicting  claims  of  capital  and  ' 
labor.    After  the  usual  preparatory  course.  Senator 
Thacher  entered  Williams  College,  from  which  in- 
stitution he  graduated  with  honor  in  1869.   Far  too 
many  college  graduates,  and  far  too  many  fathers  of  j 
college  graduates,  im.agine  that  with  a  diploma  and 
a  degree  the  work  of  education  comes  to  a  full  stop. 
The  Thachers,  father  and  son,  made  no  such  mis-  1 


take.  Throwing  aside  the  broadcloth  and  white 
linen  of  the  student,  John  B.  Thacher  entered  his 
father's  foundry,  and,  step  by  step,  was  taught  the 
trade  of  a  molder.  He  learned  iron  as  he  had 
previously  learned  books,  and  became  as  industri- 
ous a  workingman  as  he  had  been  a  diligent  stu- 
dent. His  evenings  were  passed  in  taking  a  thor- 
ough course  of  book-keeping  and  accounts  in 
Folsom's  Business  College.  Having  mastered  his 
trade  of  molder,  and  become  proficient  in  the  de- 
tails of  the  ofTice  work  connected  with  his  father's 
business,  he  became  a  member  of  his  father's  firm 
January  i,  1S73,  and  not  long  afterward  assumed 
active  management  of  the  concern. 

With  his  brother,  George  FI.  Thacher,  Jr.,  Sen- 
ator Thacher  carries  on  the  manufacture  of  car- 
wheels,  which  business  they  inherited  from  their 
father,  who  established  it  more  than  thirtv-five  years 
ago.  Their  establishment,  known  as  the  Thacher 
Car  Works,  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  manufac- 
tories in  Albany,  and  is  located  on  Thacher  street, 
east  of  Broadway. 

During  the  protracted  period  mentioned,  there 
have  been  many  strikes  in  the  city  and  countv.  and 
other  serious  labor  troubles,  growing  out  of  one 
cause  or  another;  but  in  all  these  years  the  firm  of 
which  Senator  Thacher  is  a  member  has  never  had 
a  word  of  difficulty  with  its  employees.  It  is  likelv 
that  the  principal  reason  for  this  is  to  be  discovered 
in  the  fact  that  the  firm  has  always  paid  the  highest 
price  for  skilled  labor,  and  to-day  is  paying  exactly 
the  same  schedule  that  it  paid  during  the  v.-ar,  when 
wages  were  higher  than  they  e\  er  were  before.  Is 
there  another  firm  in  the  country  of  which  more 
can  be  said 

There  is  nothing  of  the  professional  labor  re- 
former about  Senator  Thacher,  but  the  simple 
statement  of  such  a  fact  is  worth  more  than  columns 
of  the  most  elaborate  argument  to  any  intelligent 
man. 

;Mr.  Thacher's  first  active  connection  with  public 
afi'airs  was  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health  of 
Albany.  While  serving  in  that  capacitv,  his  atten- 
tion was  called  to  the  subject  of  tenement  houses 
and  their  relation  to  public  health.  While  in  Ne\  • 
Yck  during  the  winter  of  1883-S4,  he  further  ex- 
amined this  subject,  as  a  result  of  which  investiga- 
tion he  introduced  and  carried  through  the  Legis- 
lature a  bill  appointing  a  Commission,  which 
afterward  organized  with  Joseph  W.  Drexel,  Esq., 
as  Chairman,  to  examine  into  the  character  and 
condition  of  the  tenement  houses  in  the  City  of  New 
York.  From  this  Commission,  so  admirablv  adapted 
to  pursue  an  int,uiry  of  this  kind,  it  is  believed  great 
benefits  and  much  remedial  legislation  will  tiow. 
When  Mr.  Thacher  stood  before  the  public  as  the 
nominee  of  the  Democracy  for  State  Senator,  to 
represent  the  Seventeenth  District,  he  was  re- 
ferred to  thus  in  one  of  the  leading  newspapers  of 
Albany: 

"  In  selecting  a  man  to  represent  the  Countv  of 
Albany  in  the  State  Senate  for  the  next  two  years, 
the  Democratic  party  has  acted  with  wisdom  and 
discretion.  It  was  important  that  the  candidate 
placed  in  nomination  should,  in  as  large  a  sense  as 
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possible,  represent  tlie  whole  people — labor  as  well 
as  caj>ital,  brain  as  well  as  brawn,  business  as  well 
as  culture,  thought  as  well  as  action.  Such  a  man 
is  John  Boyd  Thacher — young,  active,  enterprising, 
honorably  ambitious,  an  Albanian  by  early  adop- 
tion, by  family,  and  by  business  and  social  interests. 

:{«  sf;  ^ 

"  jNIr.  Thacher  has  never  held  a  political  office, 
for  membership  in  the  Board  of  Health  can  hardly 
be  called  such;  but  from  his  youth  he  has  taken  an 
active  and  healthy  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  city, 
State  and  nation.  In  1S76  he  tried  public  speaking 
for  the  national  Democratic  ticket,  and  did  some 
eflective  work  in  this  line  in  the  southern  tier  of 
counties,  in  company  with  ?»Ir.  D.  Cady  Herrick 
and  other  Albanians;  but  with  the  modesty  that  so 
becomes  him,  he  has  waited  for  duty  to  call  in  un- 
mistakable tones  before  accepting  the  nomination 
to  any  elective  office.  This  honor  came  unsought; 
it  was  accepted  with  hesitation.  Many  a  young 
man  surrounded,  as  is  -Mr. Thacher,  with  the  cir- 
cumstances so  well  suited  to  his  tastes,  would  have 
declined  any  demand  that  the  party  might  make 
upon  him;  but  the  sentiment  of  the  Democracy 
was  so  united,  so  cordial,  so  complimentary,  that 
he  decided  to  accept;  upon  which  both  he  and 
the  party  are  to  be  congratulated. 

"He  will  bring  to  the  office  of  State  Senator  the 
enthusiasm  of  youth  and  the  method  of  a  trained 
student.  The  county  may  expect  from  him  the 
like  care  in  relation  to  legislative  matters  that  he 
has  bestowed  upon  his  own  successful  private  busi- 
ness and  upon  the  affairs  of  the  Albany  Board  of 
Health.  This  was  the  first  City  Board  of  Health  to 
organize  under  the  new  law.  ]Mr.  Thacher  is 
Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Board, 
and  he  also  compiled  the  rules  and  regulations. 
It  was  characteristic  of  him,  before  doing  this,  to 
collect  from  the  principal  cities  in  the  Union  copies 
of  their  rules  and  regulations  on  this  subject;  to 
con  them  carefully;  to  collate,  to  arrange,  to  adopt, 
to  originate;  and  finally  to  report  a  set  of  rules  and 
regulations,  that,  so  far  as  Albany  is  concerned, 
could  not  be  bettered.  He  will  bring  the  same 
thoroughness  to  all  public  affairs  intrusted  to  him. 
In  him  the  New  Capitol  will  find  a  firm  friend,  and 
an  advocate  of  pushing  the  work  to  speedy  and 
economical  completion.  In  all  the  reforms  insti- 
tuted by  Governor  Cleveland,  the  Senator  from  the 
Seventeenth  will  be  active  and  earnest.  By  instinct 
and  by  education,  ]Mr.  Thacher  is  Liberal  in  senti- 
ment and  Democratic  in  principle.  On  all  the 
great  questions  of  the  day  it  is  safe  to  assume  that 
he  will  be  found  voting  and  acting  with  his  party, 
and  for  the  best  interests  of  the  district  and  of  the 
State.  He  is  a  man  of  ideas:  he  knows  how  to  pre- 
sent them.  He  will  be  a  valuable  man  in  commit- 
tee, and  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  he  can  sa}-  all 
that  is  necessary,  and  in  a  manner  convincing  and 
effective.  His  reputation  is  without  a  stam.  He 
is  not  only  a  man  who  cannot  be  bought,  but  he 
is  a  man  whom  no  lobbyist  would  ever  think  of  at- 
tempting to  buy.  He  will  represent  Albany  County 
thoroughly  and  well.  Let  us  make  his  majority  as 
large  as  possible.  " 


Senator  Thacher,  as  the  resident  Senator,  took 
charge  of  the  appropriation  bill  for  carrying  on 
work  upon  the  New  Capitol,  and,  after  great  oppo- 
sition, successfully  carried  through  a  bill  appropri- 
ating $1,000,000  for  this  purpose  for  the  }  ear  iiiS4. 
He  took  pronounced  grounds  against  the  prison 
contract  system,  and  made  the  first  speech  against 
it  in  the  Senate  February  6,  1SS4;  a  speech  which 
appeared  in  full  in  the  All/any  Argus  of  February 
7th,  and  was  widely  and  favorably  commented 
upon  by  true  friends  of  the  American  workingman 
of  all  shades  of  political  belief.  He  was  instru- 
mental in  also  passing  a  bill  in  the  Senate  appro- 
priating money  for  clothing  the  National  Guard  of 
the  State  of  New  York.  The  bill  had  passed  in 
the  Assembl}',  but  a  majority  of  the  Senators  were 
opposed  to  it.  Senator  Thacher  ably  demonstrated 
the  necessity  of  properly  uniforming  the  only  mili- 
tary organization  upon  which  the  citizens  were 
dependent,  and  succeeded  in  inducing  a  sufficient 
number  of  Senators  of  both  parties  to  vote  for  the 
bill,  so  that,  during  the  last  hours  of  the  session,  it 
was  passed  and  became  a  law.  Every  measure 
which  he  thought  likely  to  better  the  condition  of 
the  laboring  man  was  ardently  advocated  by  him. 
Perhaps  the  measure  which  he  most  persistently- 
urged  was  an  item  in  the  appropriation  bill  to  con- 
tinue the  State  Trigonometrical  Survey.  This  he 
contended  for  with  vehemence,  but  after  he  had 
carried  it  through  the  Senate  the  item  was  stricken 
out  by  the  Governor.  This  measure  is  of  such  a 
character  as  to  attract  the  support  of  every  intelli- 
gent citizen.  It  was  because  of  the  slow  manner 
in  which  the  work  was  carried  on,  it  being  restricted 
to  a  merely  Trigonometrical  Survey,  and  only  $15,- 
000  yearly  being  appropriated  to  it,  that  the  Gov- 
ernor vetoed  it,  and  not  because  he  did  not 
recognize,  as  Senator  Thacher  had  done,  the 
importance  of  the  measure.  Senator  Thacher 
proposes  to  introduce  a  bill  providing  for  supple- 
menting the  survey  with  one  of  a  topographical 
and  hydrographical  character.  The  great  State  of 
New  York  is  to-day  absolutely  without  an  even 
approximately  correct  map  of  its  surface,  an  al- 
most shameful  deficiency  which  Senator  Thacher 
is  determined  to  do  all  within  his  power  to 
remedy. 

Senator  Thacher  was  married  to  IMiss  Emma 
Treadwell,  daughter  of  George  C.  Treadwell,  Esq., 
of  Albany,  September  11,  1872.  He  devotes  much 
of  his  time  to  literature  and  collecting  rare  and 
forgotten  books,  especially  those  produced  in  the 
infancy  of  printing,  of  which  sort  he  has  one  of 
the  largest  libraries  known.  His  library  of  Biblio- 
graphical works,  his  examples  of  Americana,  and 
his  collection  of  autographs  are  notable. 

ICE  BOXES.— SAW  SETS. 

Charles  and  John  Croissant,  sons  of  M.  Crois- 
sant, under  the  firm  name  of  Croissant  &  Brother, 
began  in  1884  the  manufacture  of  Kellers  Patent 
Saw  Set  and  Maas'  Ice  Box,  at  204  Washington 
avenue.  Thev  also  make  Maas'  Ice  Box  Lever 
and  Pull. 
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WIRE  GOODS. 

A.  Van  Allen,  Jr.,  24  Beaver  street,  began  man- 
ufacturing Wire  Cloth  and  Wire  Goods  in  tiiis  city 
in  1875,  his  concern  being  known  as  the  Albany 
Steam  Wire  Works.  His  building  is  three  stories, 
brick,  20  bv  45  feet.  About  fifteen  men  are  em- 
ployed. Bank,  office,  and  counter-railings,  win- 
dow screens,  netting,  arches,  trellis  frames,  loco- 
motive spark  cloth,  florists'  designs,  bird  cages, 
and  such  like,  are  made. 

IRON  BRACKETS,  SHOE-HOLDERS,  HEEL 
STIFFENERS. 

Nelson  Lyon,  in  1872,  began  the  manufacture  of 
heel  stiffeners,  show  brackets,  and  shoe-holders. 
The  business  has  grown  from  one  ton  yearly  to 
over  thirty  tons,  and  they  are  sold  in  nearly  all 
countries. 

The  factory  is  five  stories,  brick,  35  by  So  feet. 
F'orty  workmen  are  employed,  beside  trading 
agents.    George  Lyons  became  a  member  in  1875. 

HARNESS  AND  SADDLERY  GOODS, 
TRUNKS,  AND  COACH  FURNISHINGS. 

The  business  house  now  managed  by  Lyman  J. 
Lloyd  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  harness, 
saddles  and  trunks,  dates  back  to  iSoi.  Mr. 
Lloyd  has  continued  the  business  since  1S32,  and 
ranks  among  the  first  in  extent,  variety,  and  excel- 
lence of  articles  in  his  line.  He  is  widely  and 
favorably  known,  and  takes  an  honest  pride  in  the 
long  and  honorable  record  of  his  house  in  this 
city.  The  building  occupied  is  situated  at  340  and 
342  Broadway,  is  four  stories,  32  by  75  feet  in  ex- 
tent, and  employs,  besides  salesmen,  fifteen  skilled 
workmen. 

The  business  hou^^e  of  Woodward  &  Hill,  dealers 
in  carriage  and  saddlery  hardware,  was  founded  by 
Nathaniel  \\'right  in  18 19,  on  South  ?*Iarket  street, 
now  Broadway,  a  few  doors  north  of  the  present 
location.  Subsequently  he  moved  to  more  preten- 
tious quarters  at  414  Broadway,  corner  of  Beaver 
street;  and  in  1850,  after  the  destruction  of  the 
Eagle  Tavern  by  the  great  fire  of  1848,  to  324 
Broadway,  corner  of  Hamilton  street.  Mr.  Wright 
was  born  in  Welhersfield,  Conn.,  and  died  in  St. 
Peter's,  ^linn.  February,  1854,  the  firm  of  Na- 
thaniel Wright  &  Co.,  consisting  of  Nathaniel 
Wright,  John  Woodward,  Jr.,  and  William  Wash- 
ington Hill,  was  formed,  continuing  without  change 
until  the  death  of  Mr.  Wright,  January,  i860, 
when  the  surviving  partners,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Woodward  &  Hill,  continued  the  business, 
which  has  remained  without  further  change  to  the 
present  time.  Their  building  is  of  brick,  30  by  120 
feet,  five  stories  and  basement,  erected  by  T",dward 
C.  Delevan. 

W.  W.  Hill  was  born  September  19,  1833,  in 
Pittsfield,  ]\Iass.  When  three  months  old  the 
family  moved  to  Albany  ;  thence  to  Hudson  ;  back 
to  Albany;  thence  to  I-ynn,  where  he  had  several 


terms  of  schooling  at  the  Lynn  Union  Academy;  and 
he  returned  with  the  fomily  to  Albany,  entered  the 
employ  of  Nathaniel  Wright  and  became  a  meinber 
of  the  firm  at  the  age  of  twenty.  He  is  a  student 
of  nature  as  well  as  a  business  man,  and  has  made 
extensive  collections  in  entomology, 

jonx  \\'onnwARD  entered  the  service  of  the  late 
Nathaniel  Wright  when  about  fifteen  years  of  age, 
and  after  several  years  accepted  an  offer  of  a  posi- 
tion from  the  late  Roswell  Steele  in  the  same  line 
of  business.  About  seven  years  after  he  re-entered 
that  of  Mr.  Wright,  who  in  1854  took  him  and 
Mr.  Hill  in  as  partners. 

The  coach  and  saddlery  hardware  now  at  420 
Broadway,  was  established  fifteen  years  ago  by 
Roswell  Steele,  and  conducted  by  him  until  his 
death,  in  1864  ;  succeeded  by  Taylor,  Wendell  & 
Co.  !\Ir.  Wendell  retired  in  1866,  the  firm  then 
becoming  Taylor,  Hamlin  &  Co.  Upon  the  death 
of  Mr.  Hamlin  in  1S72,  the  present  firm  name  was 
adopted.  They  import  and  manufacture  all  kinds 
of  coach  and  saddlery  hardware  and  trimmings, 
and  are  manufacturers  of  carriage  woodwork.  The 
latter  branch  is  in  New  Albany,  Ind.,  where  thev 
employ  one  hundred  workmen.  The  premises 
here  consist  of  a  five-story  brick  building,  26  by 
75  feet.  The  firm  consists  of  Fllvin  Taylor  and 
his  two  sons,  Joseph  E.  and  Benjamin  K.  Taylor. 
Six  clerks  are  employed  in  the  store,  and  two 
representatives  on  the  road. 

DREDGES. 

The  Osgood  Dredge  Company  has  an  office  in 
this  city  at  37  State  street.  This  Company  makes 
the  celebrated  Osgood  Boom  Dredges,  extensively 
used  by  the  United  States,  Mexican  and  Chinese 
Governments,  Panama  Canal  Company.  New  York 
State  Canals.  New  York  City  Docks.  Montreal 
Harbors,  and  the  principal  railroad  and  canal  con- 
tractors throughout  the  country.  It  controls  a 
number  of  American  and  foreign  patents.  This 
Company  has  been  in  existence  over  thirty  years. 
Its  machines  are  unsurpassed.  Ralph  R,  Osgood, 
President  ;  James  ]McNaughten,  Vice-President  : 
and  John  K.  Howe,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Dredges  are  also  made  by  the  Townsend  Furnace 
and  Machine  Shop, 

EMERY  WHEELS. 

The  Albany  Emery  Wheel  Company  was  incor- 
porated in  1S81,  wiih  a  capital  of  $30,000.  The 
buildings,  on  the  corner  of  Hudson  avenue  and 
Dove  street,  are  of  brick,  two-stories  high,  and  50 
by  100  feet  in  dimensions. 

Solid  emery  and  corundum  wheels  are  made, 
also  emery  grinding  machinery.  A  specialty  is 
made  of  furnishing  emery  and  corundum  wheels 
from  special  designs. 

The  otlicers  are  W.  B.  Melick.  President  ;  E. 
Wackerhagen,  Vice-President  ;  M.  Wackerhagen, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer ;  and  James  R.  Melick, 
Superintendent. 
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TIN-PLATE  GOODS  AND  JAPANNED  WARE. 

In  1847,  John  Hoy,  Jr.,  and  E.  D.  Goodrich 
commenced  business  at  No.  15  Green  street  as 
dealers  in  and  manufacturers  of  tin-plate  goods 
and  stamped  and  japanned  ware.  After  the  first 
vear  Mr.  Goodrich  withdrew  his  interest,  and 
three  years  afterwards  Mr.  Hoy  moved  to  No.  18 
Green  street,  where  he  remained  for  twenty  years, 
and  eleven  years  ago  took  possession  of  his  present 
quarters.  No.  27  Green  street.  In  INIay,  1850, 
Henry  L.  Wilson  was  taken  into  partnership.  In 
1853  ^Ir.  \\'ilson  withdrew  from  the  firm,  from 
which  time,  till  1873,  ]\Ir.  Hoy  conducted  the 
business  alone.  At  the  latter  date  Thomas  B. 
Kenney  became  a  partner,  and  the  firm  as  thus 
constituted  remains.  A  business  of  $150,000  to 
$200, oco  is  done  yearly,  this  trade  extending  to 
every  part  of  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

SILVER  WARE. 

The  silver-ware  manufactory  of  S.  D.  Brower  & 
Son  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  its  kind  in  the  country. 
The  enterprise  was  established  in  1815.  In  1868 
the  present  firm  was  organized,  and  consists  of  S. 
D.  Brower  and  his  son,  Walter  S.  Brower.  Their 
factory  is  located  on  Plain  street,  where  employ- 
ment is  furnished  to  from  twelve  to  twenty  men. 
The  products  include  a  general  line  of  silver  ware. 

The  firm  of  R.  Strickland  &  Co.  is  also  engaged 
in  this  line  of  business  at  316  and  518  Broadway. 

NICKEL  WORKS. 

The  Capital  City  Nickel  Works,  29  Herkimer 
street,  was  founded  in  18S0  by  John  P.  Moore,  the 
present  manager.  The  premises  occupied  consist 
of  a  tvvo-stor\-  brick-building,  40  by  50  feet.  All 
kinds  of  nickel-plate  work  is  done,  a  specialty  be- 
ing the  plating  of  stove  ornaments,  knobs,  hinges, 
etc.,  etc. ;  polishing,  grintling  and  finishing  all  work 
of  this  class.    Twenty  operatives  are  employed. 

BRIDGES. 

The  Hilton  Bridge  Construction  Company,  build- 
ing wrought-iron  and  railway  bridges,  was  organ- 
ized in  1880.  The  plant  of  the  Company  covers 
two  acres,  and  consists  of  five  buildings  in  which 
are  100  workmen,  and  35  are  employed  on  out- 
side bridge  work.  Tlie  main  building  is  two-stories 
high,  and  120  by  44  feet.  The  machine  shop  is 
130  by  82  feet,  one-story  high,  and  the  engine- 
house  is  30  by  30  feet. 

This  Company  built  a  number  of  bridges  for  the 
West  Shore  Railroad,  the  Boston  and  Albany,  the 
New  York  Central,  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal 
Company,  the  Boston  and  Hoosac  Tunnel  Route, 
and  for  the  Canada  Pacific  Railroad. 

The  ofi?icers  are  E.  Sweet,  Jr.,  President;  A.  P. 
Palmer,  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  and  Charles  Hil- 
ton, Manager.  Mr.  Hilton  had  cliarge  of  the 
construction  of  die  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad 
Bridge  across  the  Connecdcut  River  at  Springfield, 


Mass.,  and  the  Vincent  Place  Viaduct  at  Rochester, 
N.  Y.  Mr.  Hilton's  death,  which  occurred  last 
year,  was  much  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him. 

BRICK  MANU FACTCRERS. 

Among  the  very  earliest  industries  of  Albany  was 
that  of  brick-making.  The  natural  clay  in  this 
vicinity  was  particularly  adapted  to  this  business, 
and  was  utilized  for  this  purpose  as  early  as  1656- 
57,  when  Johan  De  Plulter,  who  came  from  Am- 
sterdam, Holland,  in  1653,  was  engaged  in  brick- 
making.  He  was,  without  doubt,  the  first  person 
to  conduct  this  kind  of  business  in  this  part  of  the 
New  World.  In  1657,  his  kiln  was  sold  by  his  wife 
!  to  .Adrian  Jansen  Ilpendam.  In  1662,  Abraham 
!  StaeLs  and  I'ieter  Jacobsen  each  had  a  kiln  at  Al- 
bany. The  Corporation  of  Albany  in  1732,  grant- 
ed to  Lambert  Radley  and  Jonathan  Broecks,  one 
acre  of  ground  on  Gallows  Hill  for  the  term  of 
twenty  years,  for  twenty  shillings  yearly,  they  to 
use  the  clay  to  make  bricks.  Near  this  site  was 
the  kiln  of  Luykas  Hoghkerks.  In  1736,  Abra- 
ham Harpelse  Van  Deusen  and  Hendrick  Gerritse 
Van  Ness  had  a  kiln  on  the  north  side  of  Foxen 
Creek.  Wynant  Vandenburgh  made  bricks  near 
them. 

It  is  often  remarked  that  the  earliest  brick  struc- 
tures in  this  city  were  built  of  brick  brought  over 
from  Holland.  \\'e  think  this  is  true  of  only  a 
very  few  of  them.  The  early  Holland  settlers  un- 
derstood the  art  of  brick-making  and  found  the 
material  for  it  in  plenty.  No  doubt  they  supplied 
the  usual  demand  by  home  manufacture.  Brick- 
yards, small  and  large,  were  very  num.erous  in  the 
clay  beds  near  the  creeks  from  earliest  times. 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  century,  brick- 
making  had  grown  to  be  an  important  industry  in 
j  Albany.  The  average  yield  for  many  years  after 
I  1832  amounted  to  16,000,000.  In  1840  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  persons  were  engaged  in 
brick-making  here,  representing  a  business  in 
which  $190,000  was  invested.  There  are  now  ten 
brick-yards  in  Albany,  which  produce  annually 
30,000,000  to  40,000,000  bricks,  most  of  which 
are  used  in  the  city  and  vicinity.  One  hundred  and 
fifty  mer  are  employed  in  this  industry. 

In  1708,  John  Bryant  commenced  the  manufac- 
ture of  bricks  in  Albany,  which  he  sold  by  the 
pound.  Bryant's  business  grew  to  be  quite  exten- 
sive, and  at  one  time  he  was  considered  the  largest 
manufacturer  in  the  State,  and  employed  over  one 
hundred  men.  His  bricks  sold  for  $10  and  $12 
per  thousand.  He  continued  the  business  for 
thirty-five  years,  when  he  sold  his  yard  to  Angus 
McDuffie,  who  conducted  the  business  very  exten- 
sively for  a  number  of  years.  He  employed  two 
hundred  men,  and  succeeded  in  realizing  a  large 
fortune  from  his  business.  In  the  latter  years  of 
his  life  he  entered  public  life,  and  held  a  number 
of  elective  and  appointive  positions.  At  one  time 
was  Sheriff  of  Albany  County,  and  was  for  many 
years  Superintendent  of  Sing  Sing  Prison.  He  died 
November  3,  1S45,  highly  esteemed  as  a  citizen 
and  public  servant. 
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William  INIoore. — For  many  years  the  name  of 
Moore  has  been  one  well  known  in  Albany  in  con- 
nection with  the  manufacture  of  briclcs.  The  first 
of  the  name  connected  with  this  interest  of  whom 
we  have  any  record,  was  Wilham  Moore,  father  of 
James  C.  Moore,  the  present  prominent  brick 
manufacturer.  Mr.  Moore  was  born  in  County 
Down,  Ireland,  in  1795.  He  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  1822,  and  located  in  Albany  soon  after  his 
arrival.  For  a  time  he  was  successfully  en.e^aged 
in  carting,  his  business  increasing  gradually  until 
it  demanded  the  use  of  several  wagons  and  teams. 
In  1844  he  embarked  in  a  small  way  in  the 
manufacture  of  bricks  at  the  head  of  Fourth 
avenue.  His  business  rapidly  assumed  large  pro- 
portions, and,  after  a  time,  in  order  to  enlarge  his 
facilities,  he  was  compelled  to  remove  his  yard  to 
the  corner  of  Morton  and  Hawk  streets.  Mr. 
Moore  retired  in  i860,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
son,  James  C.  Moore,  who  was  so  successful,  that, 
about  1865,  he  found  it  expedient  to  establish  a 
second  yard  south  of  Third  avenue.  Mr.  Moore 
nndoubtedly  manufscturcs  more  bricks  than  any 
other  manufacturer  in  Albany.  He  makes  botli 
common  and  pressed  brick;  brings  into  requisition 
the  latest  and  most  costly  facihties;  and  gives 
employment  to  not  less  than  fifty  workmen. 

Wilham  Moore  married  jane  Campbell  in  Ire- 
land before  he  sought  a  home  in  America.  She 


bore  him  seven  children,  of  whom  onlv  two  are 
living.  These  are  James  C.  Moore,  who  has  been 
referred  to  above,  and  Robert  H.  ?»[oore,  of  the 
firm  of  ]\Ioore  &.  Zimmerman,  lumber  dealers. 
The  former  was  born  in  1831,  and  in  1875 
married  to  Anna  Babcock,  who  has  borne  him 
one  child.  Mrs.  William  Moore  died  in  1S69, 
her  husband  in  1876.  Mr.  Moore  was  a  Whig, 
and  later  a  Republican  in  politics.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Albany.  James  C.  ]\Ioore  is  identified  with  the 
Third  Reformed  Church,  upon  the  services  of 
which  he  and  his  family  are  regular  attendants. 
Politically  he  is  inclined  to  be  independent, 
holding  principles  above  party,  and  advocating  the 
choice  of  honest  men  for  positions  of  public  trust. 


George  Stanwi.x  commenced  brick-making  at  the 
corner  of  Warren  and  Elizabeth  streets  in  1709. 
He  died  in  1836.  His  son  George  succeeded  to 
the  business  in  1825.  Pie  died  in  iSSo.  His  son. 
Thomas  C,  assumed  the  business  about  1S60.  He 
died  in  1SS5.  The  yard  was  moved  to  its  present 
location  on  IMorton  street  in  1851.  The  business 
is  still  conducted  by  his  heirs,  who  employ  about 
filteen  men  and  manufacture  about  1,500,000 
bricks  annually. 

John  Artcher,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five,  is  one 
of  the  oldest  brick-makers  of  Albanv.    He  was  for- 
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merly  a  stage-driver  between  Albany  and  Buffalo. 
He  was  engagetl  in  the  latter  business  as  early  as 
1818.  For  a  number  ol'  years  lie  was  an  extensive 
raanufocturer  of  bricks. 

William  Moore,  Edward  Fisher,  George  Briant 
Basset,  and  Ebenezer  Wright  were  among  the  early 
brick  manufacturers  of  Albany,  none  of  whom  are 
now  in  business. 

Capt.  V.  B.  Wagoner,  manufacturer  of  brick 
and  slip  clay  for  glazing  of  pottery,  now  conducts 
the  business  which  was  established  by  his  father, 
near  the  present  location,  in  1845.  The  works 
are  bounded  by  Lark,  Canal,  Orange  and  Knox 
streets,  and  a  portion  of  the  blocks  west  of  Knox 
street.  The  present  owner  has  been  identified 
with  the  business  since  it  was  established,  with  the 
e.xception  of  about  five  years,  when  he  and  three  of 
his  brothers  were  engaged  in  the  late  civil  war. 

James  Smith  began  the  manufacture  of  bricks  in 
Albany  in  1870.  In  1877  ]\Ir.  Roberts  became  a 
partner  in  the  business,  and  continued  as  such 
until  1882,  when  he  retired,  since  which  Mr. 
Smith  has  conducted  the  business  alone.  His 
yard  is  located  on  I\[orton  street,  corner  of  Eagle. 
1,800,000  bricks  are  manufactured  yearly,  employ- 
ing the  labor  of  twenty  men. 

James  C.  Moore  carries  on  the  manufacture  of 
bricks  at  the  corner  of  rvlorton  and  Hawk  streets, 
as  the  successor  of  his  father,  William  iMoore.  He 
manufactures  pressed  front,  paving,  and  all  kinds 
of  common  bricks. 

The  firm  of  Newton  &  Co.,  composed  of 
Horace  B.,  John  M.  and  Walter  M.  Newton, 
manufacture,  very  extensively,  fire-bricks  of  every 
variety  and  shape  for  stoves,  ranges  and  heater 
linings.  They  are  the  sole  manufacturers  of  iron- 
stone for  hard  or  soft  coal  stoves.  This  firm  has 
been  engaged  in  this  business  for  many  years, 
requiring  the  labor  of  a  large  force  of  men,  and 
constituting  one  of  the  leading  industries  of  the 
city.  They  succeeded  their  father,  John  M.  Newton, 
the  founder  of  the  business,  and  in  honor  of  whom 
the  village  of  Newtonville  was  named.  The  fac- 
tory is  located  on  the  corner  of  Rathbone  and 
North  Ferry  Streets. 

The  following  are  either  manufacturers  or  are 
prominent  in  connection  with  brick-making  in- 
dustry :  Alfred  Hunter,  Thomas  McCarthy,  Robert 
Marcelis  and  Joshua  Babcock. 

Patrick  H.  McCall  established  a  brick-yard  in 
Albany  in  1845,  and  furnished  the  bricks  for  the 
Albany  Penitentiary,  then  in  course  of  construc- 
tion. He  was  succeeded  by  the  present  proprietor, 
Edward  Fisher. 

JOHN  ARTCHER. 

Some  time  before  the  Revolution,  William  Art- 
cher  came  from  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  pur- 
chased and  located  on  a  tract  of  land  which 
embraceil  the  present  site  of  Johnstown,  N.  Y. 
His  wife  was  a  woman  named  Joyce.  The  years 
succeeding  his  settlement  were  full  of  trouble, 
hardship  and  adventure,  and  after  the  outbreak  of 
the  war  they  were  fraught  with  deadly  peril.  Leav- 


ing his  wife  and  his  two  sons,  George  and  John, 
and  his  daughter  at  home,  Mr.  Artcher  one  day  set 
out  for  Albany,  driving  some  cattle  to  market.  On 
the  way  he  was  attacked  and  killed  by  the  Indians. 
About  the  same  lime  the  savages  made  a  descent 
upon  the  pioneer's  family  at  the  site  of  Johnstown. 
The  house  was  burned.  Mrs.  Artcher  and  her  son 
John  and  her  daughter  made  their  escape  to  Albany, 
and  George  was  made  a  captive  by  the  Indians, 
who  set  out  with  him  and  other  prisoners  to  Can- 
ada. At  night  the  lad  was  confined  with  another 
bov  in  the  wigwam.  By  some  means  he  made  his 
escape.  What  became  of  his  companion  he  never 
learned.  He  returned  home  to  find  his  house  in 
ruins  and  supposed  his  mother  and  his  brother  and 
sister  had  been  massacred.  He  made  his  way  to 
Albany  and  was  overjoyed  to  find  all  of  the  mem- 
bers of  his  family,  except  his  father,  alive  and  well. 
They  made  their  home  in  Albany  from  that  time, 
their  possessions  at  Johnstown  having  been  lost 
through  the  fortunes  of  war,  the  death  of  their  hus- 
band and  father,  and  their  inability  to  prove  a  title 
to  the  land.  ]\Irs.  Artcher  taught  school  for  many 
years  and  brought  up  her  little  family.  She  was 
long  remembered  by  many  prominent  men  in  Al- 
bany who  were  once  her  pupils. 

John  Artcher,  son  of  ^^'iIliam,  was  the  proprietor 
of  a  saw-pit  in  Albany,  where  he  was  well  known 
until  his  death.  William  Artcher's  daughter  married 
Hill  Wood,  lived  near  Albany  for  a  time,  and  finally 
removed  to  Ohio.  George  Artcher  married  ]\Iary, 
daughter  of  ^Michael  Bruce,  of  Guilderland.  They 
had  seven  children,  named  William,  James,  George, 
^vlichael,  jane,  John  (the  subject  of  this  notice), 
and  Edward.  William  lived  and  died  in  Albany; 
James  became  a  farmer  and  removed  to  a  point 
between  Herkimer  and  Utica,  where  he  owned  a 
farm  ;  George  was  known  as  a  tavern-keeper  on 
the  Schenectady  Turnpike;  ^Michael  became  Sheriff 
of  Albany  County  ;  Jane  became  the  wife  of  Dr. 
jacob  Miller,  once  prominent  in  Albany  County; 
Edward  became  a  merchant,  and  died  in  Albany. 

John  Artcher  was  born  July  4,  1802,  in  a  house 
which  stood  at  the  corner  of  Eagle  and  Pine  streets, 
on  the  site  of  the  State  Hall.  He  received  a  plain, 
useful  education  in  private  schools,  and,  when  but 
a  ooy,  began  to  drive  a  team.  While  yet  quite 
young,  he  made  a  memorable  trip  to  I'lattsburgh, 
N.  Y. ,  to  carry  two  othcers  who  were  conveying 
medicines  and  other  necessaries  to  the  United  States 
soldiers  in  that  vicinity — for  the  War  of  i  S 1 2  was 
then  begun.  A  companion  of  young  Artcher  at 
that  time  was  William  Lloyd,  who  afterwards,  at 
Albany,  fought  and  defeated  Reynolds,  the  cham- 
pion pugilist  of  England.  Mr.  Artcher's  reminis- 
cences of  this  encounter  are  most  interesting,  and 
deserve  a  permanent  place  in  the  records  of  the 
prize  ring,  though  the  fight  was  forced  upon  Lloyd 
and  was  waged  with  no  hope  of  pecuniary  gain  on 
either  sitle.  For  eleven  years  John  .\rtcher  drove  a 
team  over  the  old  route  between  Albany  and  Buf- 
falo, and  at  times  elsewhere,  as  occasion  required. 
During  that  time  he  carried  safely  thousands  and 
thousands  of  dollars  in  money,  and  millions  of  dol- 
lars' worth  of  merchandise.    He  refers  to  one  six- 
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horse  wagon  load  of  silks  as  having  been  especially 
valuable.  It  was  a  labor  requiring  the  highest  skill 
as  a  horseman,  united  with  tlie  greatest  personal 
courage,  the  most  stable  perseverance  and  the  strict- 
est and  most  unyielding  integrity,  qualities  com- 
bined in  young  Artcher  to  a  remarkable  degree. 

For  two  years  afterwards  he  was  engaged  in  cart- 
ing in  Albany,  a  business  which  he  relinquished  to 
establish  a  brick  yard  on  Chestnut  street,  south  of 
St.ite.  Eleven  years  later  he  removed  his  business 
to  jay  street,  and  from  there  to  Hud'^on  street  (now 
Hudson  avenue),  occupying  the  two  sites  eleven 
years  more.  'J'hence  he  removed  to  Western  ave- 
nue where  he  continued  business  eleven  years,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  he  abandoned  brick-mak- 
ing, in  which  it  will  be  seen  he  had  employed  him- 
self and  his  capital  for  a  period  of  thirty-three  years. 
Establishing  himself  as  a  brewer  on  Western  ave- 
nue, he  continued  successfully  in  that  business  for 
a  few  years  until  his  brewery  was  burned.  He  then 
(1865)  removed  to  his  present  residence  on  Madi- 
son avenue  and  engaged  in  the  coal  trade,  in  which 
he  continued  eight  years,  finally  retiring  from  active 
life  altogether. 

In  1826,  ]\Ir.  Artcher  married  Phebe  Brice,  of 
New  Scotland,  who  died  iwo  years  afterward.  In 
1829  he  was  again  married;  this  time  to  Susan 
Turner,  of  Albany,  who  died  about  five  years  ago. 
Five  of  his  children  grew  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, and  married  and  had  children.  One  of 
them,  a  daughter,  is  dead.  [Mr.  Artcher  was  early  a 
Whig,  and  later  a  Republican.  Though  taking  an 
intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs,  he  has  kept  out 
of  political  life,  resolutely  refusing  every  office  ten- 
dered him.  Though  not  a  member  of  any  religious 
body,  he  has  always  been  a  liberal  supporter  of  the 
Gospel,  and  is  an  attendant  upon  the  services  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Holmes,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

THOMAS  McCARlTIY. 

Hon.  Thomas  McCarthy  was  born  near  Newry, 
County  Down,  Ireland,  February  14,  1833,  a  son 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  (McSorley)  McCarthy. 
He  was  educated  in  private  schools,  and  in  1852 
came  to  America  and  located  in  Albany,  where  he 
found  employment  upon  Fuller's  old  express  line 
between  Albany  and  Troy.  A  year  later  Mr.  Mc- 
Carthy succeeded  Mr.  Fuller,  and  conducted  a 
successful  bu'^iness  for  about  three  years,  when  he 
relinquished  it  to  engage  in  trucking,  which  at 
that  time  seemed  to  otfer  superior  inducements. 
In  1858  he  embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  bricks 
on  Morton  street,  buying  the  old  yai  d  of  John  Mc- 
Evoy.  In  1872  he  removed  to  his  present  location 
on  First  Avenue,  near  South  Pearl  street,  where  he 
has  done  a  large  and  constantly  increasing  business. 

Mr.  McCarthy  was  married  in  i866  to  Miss  Ellen 
White,  of  Albany,  who  has  borne  him  eight  children, 
si.x  of  whom  are  living.  He  is  known  as  a  wide- 
awake, enterprising,  business  man,  with  the  interests 
of  Albany,  and  the  country  at  large,  at  heart:  and  his 
influence  in  die  conduct  of  local  and  general  politi- 
cal aflairs  is  recognized  and  appreciated.  His  sym- 
pathies are  with  the  great  objects  sought  to  be 
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gained  by  the  Democratic  part}',  and  every  measure 
calculated  to  purify  and  elevate  politics  receives  liis 
unqualified  support.  In  1861  he  was  elected 
Alderman  from  the  Second  Ward  of  Albany,  and 
his  re-election  in  1863  followed.  In  the  fall  of 
the  latter  year  he  was  chosen  to  represent  the  Third 
Assembly  District  of  Albany  County  in  the  Legis- 
lature, and  served  with  much  honor  to  himself  and 
greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  Since 
then,  though  always  active  in  public  affairs,  and 
using  his  influence  to  further  the  interests  of  the 
party  of  which  he  is  a  member,  he  has  chosen  to 
devote  his  undivided  attention  to  his  business 
rather  than  to  accept  any  public  trust.  His  iden- 
tification with  various  leading  enterprises  is  well 
known,  but  it  is  deemed  sufficient  in  this  connec- 
tion to  advert  to  the  fact  that  he  was  the 'first 
Superintendent  of  the  Albany  Railway.  A  man  of 
persevering  energy,  thrift  and  exceptional  business 
capaciiy,  he  has  made  his  way  steadily  from  an 
hum.ble  beginning  to  a  position  which  renders  him 
conspicuous  among  the  leading  business  men  of 
the  city,  alive  to  every  interest  of  the  people  at 
large,  himself  a  large  employer  of  labor,  and  a  true 
friend  of  the  laboring  man  everywdiere. 

DRAIN  TILE. 

The  earliest  manufacturer  of  drain  tiles  in  Al- 
bany of  whom  we  have  authentic  knowledge,  was 
the  father  of  George  and  John  H.  Jackson.  The 
latter  still  carry  on  this  business  on  Third  avenue, 
above  Sloan  street,  and  are  the  only  pei'sons  en- 
gaged in  this  industry  in  Albany. 

INIARBLE  AND  MONUMENTAL  WORKS. 

The  oldest  house  in  Albany  that  manufactures 
marble  and  granite  monumental  work  is  that  of 
William  ^Nlanson.  This  was  founded  in  1S26  by 
John  Dixon,  who  controlled  the  business  until 
1855,  when  Mr.  Manson  entered  the  fiim.  I\Ir. 
Dixon  died  in  i860,  when  I\Ir.  iManson  became 
sole  proprietor. 

The  salerooms  are  on  the  corner  of  Lodge  and 
Howard  streets.  About  twenty-five  workmen  are 
employed.  His  biography  in  this  work  will  give 
in.eresting  facts  in  regard  to  the  work  and  character 
of  Mr  Manson. 

James  Gazeley  established  his  marble  works  in 
Albany  in  1861.  His  steam  granite  works  are 
now  near  the  Rural  Cemetery.  He'is  the  inventor 
and  sole  proprietor  of  the  machine  for  cutting 
cylindrical  forms  from  stone,  and  his  work  is  seen 
among  the  best  monuments  in  the  cemetery. 

John  McCleUand  and  Simon  Graef,  under  the 
firm  name  of  McClelland  &  Gr-ief,  conduct  marble 
works  at  133  Madison  Avenue. 

Edward  Hanlon  beaan  the  manufacture  of 
marble  and  monumental  work  in  this  city  in  1S51, 
I  at  the  corner  of  Stale  and  Swan  streets.  Twenly- 
I  five  }  ears  later  he  removed  to  154  Madison  Avenue, 
!  where  his  premises  cover  an  area  of  33  by  100 
i  feet,  upon  which  suitable  buildings  are  now  lo- 
I  cated.  Curbing  posts  and  mantels  are  also  made. 
1  Fifteen  workmen  are  employed. 
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Andrew  McIVIurray  and  Charles  Brooksby,  under 
the  firm  name  of  MclNIurray  &  Brooksby,  are  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  cutting  stone.  They  manufac- 
ture every  variety  of  Italian  and  American  marble, 
Ohio  and  Connecticut  freestone  monumenls,  and 
also  in  form  suitable  for  building  purposes.  Their 
yard  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Green  and 
Westerlo  Streets. 

WILLIAM  M ANSON 

was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  March  28,  1827, 
a  son  of  Donald  and  Ann  (  Weir)  IManson.  His 
father  was  a  marble  worker.  While  \\'illiam  was 
yet  an  infant,  the  family  removed  to  Edinburgh, 
where  he  was  reared,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
parish  schools,  and  served  a  five  years'  apprentice- 
ship to  his  trade  with  ]\[r.  David  Ness,  a  marble- 
worker  of  that  city.  In  1S47,  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
he  married  Miss  Margaret  Williamson,  a  native  of 
Stirling,  and  they  came  to  America  immediatelv 
afterward.  Arrived  at  New  York,  Mr.  Manson 
found  employment  during  the  succeceding  two 
years  with  Joseph  Oatwell,  a  Scotch  marble- 
worker,  who  was  doing  business  there.  Later  he 
removed  to  Albany,  to  become  a  partner  of  Mr. 
John  Di.xon's  in  the  proprietorship  and  manage- 


ment of  the  oldest  and  most  important  marble 
works  in  the  city,  and  of  which  he  became  sole 
proprietor  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Dixon  in  i860. 

This  business  was  established  by  ]Mr.  Dixon  in 
1826,  at  the  same  place  where  Mr.  Manson  is  now 
carrying  on  business,  at  the  corner  of  Lodge  and 
Howard  streets.  Mr.  ]Manson  is  regarded  as  an 
artist  in  his  profession,  and  some  of  the  finest  work 
in  t'le  cemeteries  throughout  the  country  has  em- 
anated from  his  establishment.  As  an  instance, 
special  reference  may  be  made  to  the  monument 
erected  in  Rural  Cemetery  in  memory  of  the  late 
Colonel  Mills,  which  is  a  magnificent  piece  of 
work,  and  the  recently  completed  monument  for 
the  estate  of  William  Appleton,  which  was  erected 
at  a  cost  of  59,000,  of  solid  granite;  its  cap-stone, 
weighing  over  twenty  tons,  being  one  of  the  largest 
pieces  of  granite  ever  used  for  a  monument  in 
this  country.  The  superiority  of  the  products  of 
this  establishment  has  led  to  a  wide  and  growing 
trade,  which  extends  throughout  all  parts  of  the 
country,  and  is  annually  increasing.  In  the  show- 
rooms of  Mr.  Manson's  establishment  are  to  be 
found  beautiful  specimens  of  monuments,  head- 
stones, statuary  and  memorials,  all  of  designs  em- 
boli) ing  artistic  taste  ami  conception  to  a  high  de- 
gree.  Besides  monumenial  work,  a  leading  feature 
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of  his  business  is  the  manufacture  of  marble-work 
for  interior  decorations,  such  as  mantels,  tile-floor- 
ing, wainscoting,  etc.  Tlie  elaborately  sculptured 
mantels  in  the  Assembly  Chamber  and  Court  of 
Appeals  in  the  New  Capitol,  and  the  beautiful  wains- 
coting, made  from  a  variety  of  American  and  ini- 
ported  marbles,  in  the  corridor  leading  to  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  were  all  made  at  his  works. 

The  premises  occupied  for  show-rooms  at  the 
workshop  are  am[)]e  for  any  demands  that  may 
be  made  upon  them.  In  the  workshop  about 
twenty-five  skilled  workmen  are  employed,  who 
have  at  their  command  all  the  latest  improved 
machinery  and  tools  known  to  the  trade,  power 
being  furnished  by  a  twenty-horse  power  engine. 
Another  shop  is  occupied  near  the  cemetery. 
Mr.  jManson  is  himself  a  practical  marble-worker, 
familiar  with  all  of  the  details  of  his  business,  to  the 
supervision  of  which  he  brings  much  knowledge 
and  long  experience.  He  is  in  the  prime  of  life, 
a  thorough  artist  and  able  business  man.  His 
success  is  the  natural  consequence  of  the  manifes- 
tation of  ability,  intelligence  and  integrity,  while 
the  genuine  courtesy  which  lie  extends  to  all  is  an- 
other factor  of  his  prosperity.  One  of  the  most 
gratifying  evidences  of  the  spread  of  correct 
artistic  tastes  among  all  classes  of  society  is  the 
great  attention  that  is  now  paid  to  the  production 
of  beautiful  designs  in  stone,  slate,  marble,  and 
granite.  The  American  productions  in  this  line  are 
not  equaled  by  those  of  any  other  country,  our 
natural  excellence  in  this  branch  becoming  more 
and  more  marked  with  each  passing  year.  It  is 
the  aim  of  Mr.  Manson  to  furnish  strictly  first-class 
■work  at  reasonable  prices,  so  that  the  public  taste 
may  be  both  gratified  and  educated  ;  and  with  this 
end  in  view  he  is  prepared  with  all  facilities  and 
modern  conveniences  sufficient  to  turn  out  anything 
that  may  be  desired  in  the  way  of  marble  or  granite 
work.  He  has  an  advantage  over  most  competitors 
in  that  he  quarries  all  the  marble  he  uses  in  West 
Rutland,  Vt. 

Upon  coming  to  the  United  States,  Mr.  Manson 
sought,  by  association  and  by  gaining  a  knowledge 
of  American  history  and  American  public  affairs,  to 
identify  himself  thoroughly  with  the  institutions  of 
his  adopted  country;  but  he  never  sought  to  throw 
off  a  certain  allegiance  to  his  native  land.  No 
Scotchman  ever  does.  The  Scottish  societies  in 
Albany  have  found  in  'Mr.  Manson,  since  his  resi- 
dence in  this  city,  an  earnest  and  liberal  member 
and  supporter.  He  was  formerly  President  of  St. 
Andrew's  Society,  and  was  for  several  years  chief 
of  the  Caledonian  Club.  With  an  innate  Scottish 
love  of  liberty  he  was  not  long  in  allying  himself 
with  the  Republican  party,  at  a  period  when  it  was 
entering  upon  the  great  work  it  has  done;  and, 
though  not  in  any  common  sense  a  politician,  he 
has  taken  a  citi/.en's  intelligent  interest  in  public 
affairs  and  in  the  municipal  affairs  of  Albany.  In 
1876-77,  he  represented  tlie  Sixth\\'ard  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  he  is  now  President  of  the  Citi- 
zens' Association.  P^or  seven  years  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Scotch  company  of  light  infantry  which 
composed  a  portion  of  the  twenty-fifth  regiment. 


'  and  during  four  years  of  that  period  he  was  the 
company's  first  lieutenant.  Raised  in  the  Presby- 
terian faith,  lie  was  for  ye.irs  identified  with  that 
Church  ;  but  latterly  he  lias  been  united  with  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church.  Mr.  Manson  became  a 
widower  in  1S66,  and  in  1S6S  was  a  second  time 
married  to  Miss  Eleanor  L.  Dixon,  daughter  of 
Mr.  John  Dixon.  By  this  marriage  he  has  three 
children. 

POTTERY. 

The  pottery  of  S.  Pepson  was  established  by  Mr. 
Orcutt  on  Hamilton  street  in  1861.  ]Mr.  Pepson 
purchased  it,  and  in  1S69  built  his  present  store 
and  ware-room  at  222  Hudson  avenue.  His  pot- 
tery manufactory  is  now  located  at  Fort  Edward. 

The  Messrs.  Ammenheusers  make  vases  and  other 
fancy  potter)-  for  ornamentation,  as  well  as  plain 
pottery,  on  Hawk  and  Osborn  streets. 

BUILDINGS  AND  BUILDERS. 

The  public  and  private  buildings  of  Albany  re- 
flect the  skill  and  proficiency  of  the  artisans,  who, 
in  many  notable  instances,  not  only  did  the  me- 
chanical work  upon  them,  but  also  planned  them, 
acting  in  the  dual  capacity  of  architect  and  builder. 
The  biographical  sketches  of  many  of  the  foremost 
builders  in  this  city,  which  appear  elsewhere  in  this 
volume,  will  give  the  reader  a  fair  idea  of  the  gen- 
eral character  and  mechanical  skill  of  these  men. 
Among  those  at  present  actively  engaged  as  build- 
I  ing  contractors,  either  as  carpenters  or  masons,  are 
the  following  :  C.  De  Tiere,  James  W.  Eaton,  W. 
H.  Gick,  William  Sayles,  Morton  H.  Flavens,  Cal- 
vin Holmes,  Gibson  Oliver,  R.  K.  Oliver,  John 
McCabe,  Thomas  Reilly,  Thomas  Stephens,  Alex- 
ander Simpson,  James  A.  Shattuck,  J.  Au,stin  Van 
Patten,  Richard  Wickham,  John  H.  &  Edmund 
A.  Walsh,  W.  E.  Washburn,  Patrick  McCann,  C. 
Van  Wormer  &  Sons,  Robert  Brvce,  Alfred  Guv, 
William  Kelly,  John  Skillicorn,  Philip  H.  Smith, 
i  Richard  Elunter,  and  Eugene  S.  Saxton. 
I      William  Freeman,  of  iiS  Chestnut  street,  has 
j  been  a  mason  and  builder  in  this  city  since  1871. 
I      John  McCabe,  mason,  contractor  and  builder. 
Hawk  s:reet,  south  of  Elm,  began  business  in 
j   1S66.     He  built  the  German  Catholic  Church, 
I  corner  of  Central  avenue  and  Robin  street,  in  1868; 
j  raised  Calvary  Baptist  Church.  North  Pearl  street, 
i  and  constructed  Perry  Building  in  1870  ;  School  21 
i  in  1875  ;  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church  in  1S76  ;  and 
!  other  buildings  in  and  out  of  Albany. 
'      y.  Austin  Van  Patten,  contractor  and  builder, 
;  and   carpenter,   Central  avenue,   began  business 
'  March  1,  1877.     Mr.  Van  Patten  is  of  Holland 
descent,  and  his  ancestors  were  granted  a  coat  of 
!  arms  when  they  emigrated  to  this  country.  His 
i  residence  is  at  352  Hamilton  street. 

In  connection  with  the  buildings  of  Albany  the 
following  table  is  interesting.     It  was  made  out  by 
;  Clerk  Boyle,  of  the  B(  lard  of  Assessors,  and  shows 
the  number  of  the  buildings  in  the  city,  frame  and 
brick,  and  also  the  number  of  manufactories.  The 
(  table  is  prepared  from  the  data  at  hand  before  the 
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last  assessment  began  in  April,  1885.  It  is  prob- 
able, therefore,  that  the  number  of  buildings  in  rhe 
city  is  larger  than  appears  below.  There  has  been 
no  important  change,  however,  in  the  aggregate  of 
manufactories. 

The  total  number  of  manufactories  in  the  city  is 
III,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  table  : 


Wards. 


1st 
2d. 

3d. 

4th. 

Sth. 

6th. 

7th. 

Sth. 

9th. 
10th. 
nth. 
I2th. 
13th. 
14th. 
15th. 
i6th. 
17th. 


Brick 
Buildings. 


142 

285 
29S 

635 
470 
911 
SOI 
211 

231 
180 

347 
327 
42s 
828 

53« 
523 
188 

M33 
Total 


Frame 

Bi;iLDINGS. 


613 

359 
269 
152 
223 
89 
69 
342 
434 
900 
618 
431 
274 
62 

365 
576 
805 


6,581 
buildings. 


Manufactories. 


3 
2 

12 

16 
2 

13 
5 
7 

21 
6 

4 

9 
5 


•3.525 


The  Tenth  Ward  has  the  largest  number  of 
buildings,  i,oSo,  of  which  900  are  frame.  The 
Fourteenth  Ward  has  the  least  number  of  frame 
houses,  62;  and  the  Sixth  the  greatest  number  of 
brick,  911. 

The  Ninth  Ward  leads  in  manufactories,  having 
2 1 ;  and  two  wards,  the  Eleventh  and  the  Seven- 
teenth, have  none. 

The  Tenth  Ward,  which  has  the  largest  number 
of  dwellings,  has  also  the  largest  population.  B\ 
th^  last  census  there  were  in  the  Ward  8,345 
people,  an  average  of  about  eight  to  a  house.  'I  he 
average  fur  the  city  is  about  seven.  In  the  Four- 
teenth Ward  the  average  is  only  five. 

JOHN  N.  PARKER. 

who  died  November  11,  1885,  was  for  many  years 
a  contractor  and  builder  in  Albany.  He  was  born 
in  Deal,  Count}- Kent,  England,  in  1S21,  and  while 
yet  an  infant  was  brought  to  .\merica  by  his  pa- 
rents, who  located  in  Utica,  where  his  father.  Will- 
iam Parker,  was  at  one  time  engaged  in  the  grocery 
trade.  He  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Utica,  and  learned  his  trade  with  a  well- 
known  carpenter  of  that  town.  In  1S44  he  came 
to  Albany,  where  he  became  very  successful  as  a 
contractor  and  builder,  a  business  in  which  he 
embarked  in  1S49. 
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The  Delavan  House  and  the  Geological  Hall 
were  among  the  earlier  of  his  works;  the  beautiful 
Kenmore  Hotel  one  of  his  most  recent  works.  The 
printing-house  of  Weed,  Pardons  i!!;  Co.,  and  mnny 
other  business  houses  of  lesser  note,  all  bear  evi- 
dence of  his  handiwork.  In  his  active  business 
life  he  found  relaxation  by  taking  an  interest  in 
politics.  Originally  a  Whig,  when  the  Republican 
party  was  formed  he  became  one  of  its  most  earnest 
and  devoted  adherents.  He  wn.s  then  a  resident  of 
what  was  known  as  the  old  Fifth  Ward.  In  1862, 
being  then  ]3eputy  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue, 
he  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  of  the  Ward 
for  Supervisor.  In  1S65  he  was  chosen  to  repre- 
sent the  Ward  in  the  Common  Council  and  was 
re-elected  in  1S67,  1S69;  and  when  the  charter 
of  1870  went  into  effect  he  was  again  elected  as 
a  representative  of  the  Seventh  Ward,  serving  for 
two  years.  In  1S68  he  was  nominated  for  Mayor 
against  Charles  E.  Bleecker,  but,  notwithstanding 
the  vote  he  received  demonstrated  his  popularity, 
He  was  defeated. 

In  all  the  positions  of  public  trust  which  he  held, 
Mr.  Parker  acquitted  himself  faithfully  and  con- 
scientiously, casting  his  vote  for  only  such  measures 
as  were  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  city  at 
large. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Alban)'  Burgesses 
Corps  and  at  one  time  held  the  office  of  President 
of  the  Corps  and  served  on  its  staff.  He  was  a 
member  of  Temple  Lodge,  F.  A.  M.,  and  the  St. 
George  Society,  and  a  life  member  of  the  Utica 
Citizens'  Corps  and  the  Volunteer  Fire  Department 
of  Utica.  He  was  a  life  member  of  the  Young 
]\Ien's  Association.  He  was  a  member  of  Eagle 
Engine  Company  No.  7,  of  the  ]McQuade  Associa- 
tion, and  the  Beaverwyck  Club.  Mr.  Parker  had 
been  twice  married.  B_v  his  first  wife,  who  was 
Catharine  Murphy,  of  Albany,  whom  he  married 
in  April,  1849,  he  had  two  sons,  John  T.  and 
Theodore  J.,  and  a  daughter,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
George  F.  Durand,  of  London,  Ont.  There  are 
four  grandchildren. 

His  second  wife  was  Harriet,  daughter  of  Warren 
T.Williams,  of  Clinton,  Oneida  County,  whom  he 
married  June  19,  1873. 

Mr.  Parker  was  pre-eminently  a  self-made  man. 
His  energy  of  purpose,  perseverance,  honorable 
character,  higli-minded  principles,  strict  integrity, 
genial,  sunny  nature  and  kindliness  to  employees 
were  the  elements  of  the  man  which  attained  lor 
him  the  success  which  crowned  a  busy  life  and 
made  him  esteemed  among  men. 

JAMES  A.  SHATTUCK. 

Tiiis  gentleman  ranks  high  among  Albany's  fore- 
most Contractors  and  builders.  He  was  born  in 
Albany,  August  29,  1840.  His  father  was  James 
A.  Shattuck,  Sr.,  himself  a  mason,  wno  marrieii 
Miss  Hannah  Hutchinson.  Both  his  parents  were 
natives  of  Vermont.  He  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Albany,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  was  apprenticed  to  Henry  Knight, 
then  a  well-known  builder  of  Albany,  to  learn  the 


mason's  trade,  serving  four  years,  mostly  under  the 
instruction  of  his  father,  who  was,  for  nineteen 
years,  Mr.  Knight's  foreman.  At  the  lime  Mr. 
Shattuck  attained  his  majority,  the  \^'ar  of  the 
Rebellion  had  begun.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Company  B  of  the  91st  New  York  Regiment, 
Captain  Stackhouse  commanding.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  be  successively  Second  Sergeant,  I'irst 
Sergeant,  Second  Lieutenant  and  First  Lieutenant, 
bavins^  in  the  meantime  been  transferred  to  other 
companies  in  the  same  regiment.  He  served  as 
Assistant  Provost-]\Iarslial  at  Fort  Henry,  Bal- 
timore, and  as  Assistant  Ordnance  Officer  of  the 
Thirteenth  and  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  with  head- 
quarters at  Brashear  City,  La.  In  1S64,  his  term 
of  service  having  expired,  he  re-enlisted,  and  was 
with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  until  the  war  had 
closed,  and  he  was  mustered  out  of  service  Julv  7, 
1863. 

!  Upon  his  return  to  Albany,  he  engaged  in  the 
grocery  trade,  in  which  he  continued  about  a  year. 
During  this  time  he  married  ?*Iiss  Katharine  H. 
Sheppard,  daughter  of  Samuel  Sheppard,  Esq. .  who 
has  borne  him  twelve  children, — ten  sons  and  two 
daughters— of  whom  seven  are  living.  In  this 
venture  in  the  grocery  business  Mr.  Shattuck  was 
only  moderately  successful,  and  he  relinquished  it 
to  resume  work  at  his  trade.  He  labored  as  a 
journeyman  a  year,  and  in  1S67  took  his  first 
contract. 

His  business  ability  proved  to  be  so  good 
that  he  gradually  advanced  to  a  leading  place 
among  the  contractors  of  the  city.  He  has 
done  the  mason  work  of  hundreds  of  dwellings, 
numerous  business  blocks  and  stores,  and  many 
factories  and  public  buildings  in  Albany  and  else- 
where. 

Among  the  latter  class  may  be  mentioned 
Rathbone,  Sard  &  Co. 's  storehouse,  the  Kenmore 
Hotel  and  additions  thereto;  the  Albany  Hospital; 
additions  to  the  Child's  Hospital  of  St.  Agnes' 
School;  a  large  addition  to  the  Albany  Orphan 
Asylum;  Dederick  Brothers'  agricultural  machinery 
and  hay-press  factories;  Pruyn  &  Lansing's  saw 
works:  the  factories  of  the  Bonsilate  Company; 
two  01  the  Public  School  Buildings  of  .Albany;  and 
the  New  State  Normal  School  Building  on  \\'illett 
street,  fronting  the  Park. 

]Mr.  Shattuck  is  a  Republican,  and  has  been  a 
Member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Albany 
County,  representing  the  Sixteenth  Ward.  Since 
1867  he  has  been  connected  with  the  Burges-es' 
Corps,  the  oldest  military  organization  in  the  city, 
and  at  present  serves  on  the  Commander's  star!" 
with  the  rank  of  Major.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  of  various 
other  organizations,  secret,  social  and  beneficent, 
and  as  a  citizen,  is  popular  with  all  classes. 

ROBERT  K.  OLIVER 

was  born  in  Albmy  in  1842,  a  son  of  Gibson  and 
Lydia  (Kelsey)  Oliver,  and  was  orphaned  by  the 
}  death  .of  his  mother  when  only  two  years  old.  His 
1  father,  a  native  of  England,  came  to  .\nierica  at  the 
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age  of  nine  years,  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  in 
Albany,  and  has  for  many  years  been  a  leading  con- 
tractor and  builder;  also  an  extensive  dealer  in  real 
estate.  He  has  erected  hundreds  of  buildings  in 
all  parts  of  the  city,  and  by  building  on  lots  and 
selling  them  upon  advantageous  terms  has  con- 
tributed not  a  little  to  the  growth  of  the  city.  His 
son,  Robert  K.,  learned  his  trade  with  him  and 
was  identified  with  his  business  most  of  the  lime 
until  1871,  when  he  established  himself  as  a  builder, 
and  has  since  conducted  an  increasing  and  success- 
ful business.  He  has  built,  in  different  pans  of 
the  city  and  elsewhere,  many  fine  residences,  those 
of  Colonel  R.  C.  Pruyn,  Charles  E.  Pru}n  and 
John  Keeler  deserving  special  mention. 

Educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Albany,  and 
from  his  youth  on  familiar  terms  with  many  of  the 
leading  men  in  the  city,  both  in  social  and  business 
relations,  Mr.  OHver  has,  by  long  association  and 
by  ftarticijiatiun  in  local  alfairs,  closely  identified 
himself  with  Albany's  most  important  public  in- 
terests. With  other  Albanians  he  enlisted  in  the 
91st  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers  at  the  out- 


break of  the  late  war,  and  in  1862  re-enlisted  in 
the  177th  Regiment.  He  served  until  the  expira- 
tion of  his  second  term  of  enlistment,  participating 
in  the  Banks  campaign  in  Louisiana,  and  passing 
through  otner  scenes  of  danger  celebrated  in  the 
historv  of  that  great  struggle.  From  1S63,  to  and 
including  1884,  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Republican  General  Committee,  and  it  may  be 
worthy  of  note  that  he  has  attended  every  County, 
City,  State  and  National  Nominating  Convention  ot 
his  party  from  1864  to  1884  inclusive.  In  1874  he 
was  elected  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  representing 
the  Sixth  Ward,  and  was  re-elected  in  1876.  In 
1879,  he  became  one  of  the  Assessors  of  the  City  of 
Albany  and  was  reappointed  in  1882. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Oliver  married  ^liss  Sarah  C.  Hil- 
ton, a  daughter  of  Philip  Hilton,  of  Albany,  who 
has  borne  him  two  daughters  and  a  son.  One  of 
these,  Miss  Ritie  H.  Oliver,  is  a  young  lady  pos- 
sessing unusual  artistic  talent,  and  has  executed 
numerous  fine  oil  paintings  and  crayon  portraits 
that  have  caused  her  to  be  w  ell  known  in  art  circles 
in  Albany  and  elsewhere. 
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THOMAS  STEPHENS. 

Few  of  the  contractors  and  builders  of  Albany 
are  better  or  more  favorably  known  than  Thomas 
Stephens,  who  has  been  identified  with  the  erection 
of  numerous  elegant  and  imposing  public  build- 
ings, business  blocks  and  private  residences,  both  in 
the  city  and  elsewhere.  Mr.  Stephens  was  born  in 
the  Isle  of  Man,  December  26,  1845,  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Jane  (Christian)  Stephens.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  good  private  schools,  and 
when  still  under  fifteen  years  of  age  he  began  to 
serve  his  apprenticeship  at  his  trade,  which  was 
finished  in  five  years.  At  its  e.xpiration  he  re- 
moved to  England  and  worked  there  one  year  as  a 
journeyman.  In  April,  1866,  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  the  New  World  seeming  to  offer  him 
better  opportunities  for  advancement  than  his  na- 
tive land,  and  located  in  Albany,  where  he  has 
since  lived,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  time  spent 
in  the  West.  For  fifteen  months  he  worked  at  his 
trade  in  Albany;  then  went  to  Chicago,  where  he 
was  similarly  employed  for  a  year.  Returning  to 
Albany,  he  pushed  his  fortunes  with  such  success, 
that  he  was  soon  enabled  to  begin  business  for 
himself,  which  he  did  April  i,  1S70,  establishing 
him.self  as  a  contractor  and  builder  at  348  Madison 
avenue.    About  a  year  later  he  removed  to  18  and 


20  Hamilton  street,  above  Knox,  a  point  within 
the  borders  of  the  Park  as  now  bounded.  Here 
he  was  located  from  1871  to  1880,  when  he  re- 
moved to  277  Lark  street,  where  he  erected  a 
factory  and  put  into  it  all  necessary  machinery  and 
the  latest  and  most  improved  facilities  for  manu- 
facturing all  kinds  of  wood-work  required  in  build- 
ing the  finest  and  most  substantial  structure,  as 
well  as  in  manufacturing  to  order  the  most  ele- 
gant and  expensive  furniture  and  interior  decora- 
tions, employing  the  most  skillful  and  experienced 
wood-workers  and  carvers  and  numerous  car- 
penters, his  pay-roll  often  containing  the  names 
of  from  thirty  to  seventy  employees.  Attention 
may  be  directed  to  a  few  of  the  many  familiar 
buildings  in  Albany,  which  I\Ir.  Stephens  has  built 
wholly  or  in  part.  Among  them  arc  Stanwix  Hall, 
the  Lake  House  in  the  Park,  Calvary  Baptist 
Church,  and  the  United  States  Custom  House  and 
Post  Ollice  BuiUling.  He  has  also  done  much 
fine  work  for  Hon.  Erastus  Corning,  rebuilding 
his  country  residence,  building  greenhouses  and 
making  other  improvements;  and  has  built  many 
residences  in  Albany  as  well  as  in  Rochester, 
Cobleskill,  Troy,  Hoosac  Falls  and  other  places. 
He  has  latelv  made  extensive  improvements  and 
additions  to  tlie  buildings  occupied  by  St.  Agnes' 
School. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


RICHARD  W1CKHA:M. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  born  in  Wetford, 
Ireland,  in  i\Iay,  1S33.  His  father  and  mother 
both  died  v.hen  he  was  only  nine  years  old.  In 
1850  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  apprenticed 
himself  to  Messrs.  Crab  &  Doig,  of  Rome,  N.  Y. , 
to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade  and  study  architect- 
ure. His  apprenticeship  lasted  four  years,  and 
during  that  time  eight  other  boys  began  apprentice- 
ships with  the  same  firm.  It  is  a  fact  worthy  of 
note,  as  illustrating  young  Wickham's  sterling 
character,  that  of  the  whole  number  he  was  the 
only  one  who  remained  during  the  entire  time 
covered  by  the  agreement  of  the  apprentices  with 
their  instructors.  The  knowledge  of  architecture 
which  he  obtained  he  has  since  found  very  service- 
able in  many  of  his  large  and  complicated  jobs. 
Completing  his  apprenticeship,  he  came  to  Albany 
and  has  since  been  a  resident  of  the  city.  He 
embarked  in  business  as  a  builder  in  1S60,  and  his 
pushing,  energetic  character  and  great  mechan- 
ical ability  soon  placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of 
builders,  not  only  of  Albany,  but  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  it  is  stated,  that  for  twenty  years 
his  shop  has  ruled  the  wages  paid  both  bosses  and 
journeymen  in  Albany.  He  has  employed  on  an 
average  eighty  men  during  the  entire  year,  all  the 
time  providing  work  for  from  sixty  to  one  hundred 
and  thirty  on  the  various  jobs  which  he  has  had  in 
progress.  An  idea  of  the  extent  of  his  operations 
may  be  gained  from  the  fact  that  at  one  time,  on  a 
single  building,  he  employed  one  hundred  carjien- 
ters  and  thirty  painters. 

Mr.  Wickham's  factory  and  shop  is  the  most 
complete  establishment  of  the  kind  in  the  State. 
It  is  a  large  structure  on  Broadway,  built  of  Croton 
brick,  three  stories  high,  with  a  large  wing,  the 
main  building  being  42  by  70  feet  and  the  wing  15 
by  38  feet  in  size.  The  engine  and  boiler  are 
located  in  the  wing,  and  the  entire  factory  is  heated 
by  steam,  there  not  being  any  fire  in  or  about  the 
main  building.  Here  Mr.  Wickham  manufactures 
everything  required  on  his  jobs,  and  sells  nothing 
to  the  trade,  his  own  large  business  usually  keep- 
ing the  factory  runniug  to  nearly  or  quite  its  full 
capacity.  Ever\thing  necessary  to  building  or 
furnishing  is  manufactured — from  the  heaviest  fram- 
ing to  the  finest  cabinet  work — even  to  gilding, 
upholstering  and  carving. 

]\Ir.  Wickham  has  never  sousht  political  work, 
or  jobs  on  public  buildings,  preferring  to  work  for 
individuals  and  citizen  corporations,  to  whom  his 
work  itself,  irrespective  of  political  or  other  influ- 
ence, would  be  his  strongest  recommendation.  He 
can  produce  numerous  complimentary  letters  from 
distinguished  men,  among  them  Rev.  Henry  Ward 
Beecher,  Rev.  C.  A.  Walworth,  Rev.  Dr.  Bridg- 
man,  the  late  George  Dawson,  long  the  editor  of 
the  Alhanr  F-ieuiiig  Jaur/ial,  W.  C.  Little,  Hon.  G. 
S.  Batcheller,  and  others.  Careful  and  painstak- 
ing, and,  above  all,  giving  to  all  the  details  of 
his  work  his  own  thorough  personal  suiiervision, 
he  has  won  the  reputation  for  doing  good,  sub- 
stantial, 'and  elegant  work,   whether  he   takes  a 


I  contract  at  a  high  rate  or  a  low  one,  that  com- 
I  mends  him  to  all  who  regard  excellence  in  all 
j  departments  of  building;   for  there  is  no  depart- 
I  ment  with  which  Mr.  ^^'ickham  is  not  familiar,  and 
i  it  has  been  remarked  of  him,  that  he  is  truly  "a 
i  builder — not  a  carpenter  onlv. "    Remarkable  as  it 
may  seem,  he  has  at  different  times  built  a  part  or 
the  whole  of  most  of  the  churches  in  Albany, 
and  several  in  other  places,  and  he  did  the  largest 
j  single  carjientering  job  ever  done  in  Albany — that 
i  of  the  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church — at  a  cost  of 
$42,000. 

Mr.  Wickham  has  built,  wholly  or  in  part,  many 
of  the  finest  public  and  private  houses  in  various 
parts  of  New  York  and  other  States,  including  many 
of  the  suburban  residences  about  .\lbany,  among 
diem  those  of  Theophilus  Roessle,  J.  K.  Emmet, 
the    Watson   Brothers,    Thomas    Olcott,  Will- 
iam Barnes,  Andrew  White,  Frederick  Cleveland, 
i  J.  W.  Tillinghast,;C.  B.  Tillinghast,  W.  C.  Litde, 
I  Rev.  Dr.  Bridgman,  S.  Anable,  G.  L.  Stedman,  J. 
i  Waterman,  and  others  no  less  well  known.  He 
has  also  built  some  of  the  most  elegant  private 
residences  in  the  city.    Among  them  are  those  of 
j  George  S.  Weaver,  the  late  Senator  Ira  Harris,  B.  W. 
I  Wooster,  J.  H.  King,  Rufus  H,  King,  Eedyard  Cogs- 
I  well,  W.  H.  i\IcXaughton,  Townsend  Fondey  (two 
j  houses,  one  of  them  now  owned  by  Hon.  Daniel 
I  Manning),  and  many  others.     He  has  done  much 
work  in  nearly  all  the  cities  and  towns  along  the 
Hudson  River,  and  in  many  west  of  Albany  on  the 
New  York  Central  road,  and  elsewhere;  chiefly 
in  Hudson,  Catskill,  Tivoli,   Saugerties,  Rhine- 
beck,  Poughkeepsie,  Fishkill,  Peekskill,  Tarr\  town, 
Schenectady,  Amsterdam,  Fonda,  Fort  Plains,  and 
Herkimer.     During  one  year  he  traveled  over 
30,000  miles  in  attending  to  his  business.  He 
built  General  Batcheller's  residence  at  Saratoga; 
James  Mix's  at  Kinderhook;   General  Rathbone's 
I  at  Lenox,  Mass. ;  Rev.  Henrv  Ward  Beecher's,  at 
j  Peekskill;  C.  H.  Evans',  at  Hudson;   C.  H.  Mc- 
I  Cormick's  (of  Chicago),  at  Richfield  Springs;  G. 
I  P.  Folts,  at  Herkimer;  and  Dr.  McKim's  (of  New 
York),   at  Cooperstown.     Several  of  these  resi- 
dences cost  from  $25,000  to  $50,000  each.  An- 
!  other  structure  erected  by  !Mr.  ^^'ickham  was  the 
i  Old  Milan's  Home  in  Albany  ;  and  he  built  the 
j  Refectory  Building  and  Well  Shelter  at  Washington 
I  Park.    As  an  evidence  of  his  inventive  ingenuity, 
j  it  may  be  stated  that  he  designed  and  constructed 
I  the  traveling  buggy  derricks  which  enabled  the 
1  contractors  to  construct  the  Cohoes  Dam  in  one 
I  year,  while  without  their  use  three  years  would 
i  have  been  consumed  in  doing  the  same  work. 
I  One  of  these  machines  received  and  unloaded  all 
i  of  the  stone  used  in  the  building  of  the  new  State 
Capitol. 

During  eight  consecutive  years  Mr.  Wickham 
worked  for  the  late  .Alexander  T.  Stewart,  the  9;reat 
;  merchant  prince  of  New  York,  and  Hon.  Henry 
I  Hilton,  the  executor  of  his  estate,  and  during  that 
time  was  paid  by  them  over  $300,0^0.  He  built 
I  both  wings  of  the  Grand  Union  Hotel,  at  Saratoga; 
I  built  the  .Windsor  Hotel  and  several  buildings  for 
I  Judge  Hilton  in  Woodlawn  Park;  Stewart's  factory 
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at  Glenlwr.i,  and  the  Park  Avenue  Hotel,  New 
York;  did  much  work  on  Judge  Hilton's  residence 
in  Thirty-fourth  street,  New  York;  and  the  princi- 
pal part  of  the  joiner's  work  on  the  Stewart  Me- 
morial College,  at  Garden  City,  Long  Island,  and 
built  parts  of  the  bishop's  house,  stables,  and 
coach-house  at  the  same  place.  He  built  the 
large  oO'ice  and  did  other  work  for  the  Winchester 
Repeating  Arms  Company  at  New  Haven,  and 
fitted  up  their  show-room,  office,  and  store  at  312 
Broadway,  New  York.  He  also  fitted  up  the  otfice 
of  the  Great  Western  Importation  Company,  of 
New  York;  built  the"  Clarendon  Hotel  and  the 
Ornamental  Band  Stand  and  Ticket  Office  of  Con- 
gress Springs  Park,  Saratoga,  and  the  Chapter 
House  of  Williams  College,  which  cost  $30,000; 
and  has  done  several  jobs  for  the  New  York  Cen- 
tral and  Hudson  River  Railroad,  receiving  a  single 
payment  therefor  of  over  $9,000.  As  an  illustra- 
tion of  the  extent  of  the  resources  at  Mr.  Wickham's 
command,  it  may  be  stated  that,  a  few  years  ago, 
he  built  for  W.  C.  Coup,  and  delivered  in  Troy, 
N.  Y. ,  the  wood  and  iron-work  (including  all 
poles,  posts,  seats,  and  other  fixtures)  of  the  largest 
circus  canvas  ever  made  to  that  time,  weighing 
over  eight  tons,  within  ten  days  after  taking  the 
contract.  The  material  was  much  of  it  procured 
in  New  York  and  shipped  to  Albany,  and  the 
actual  work  was  done  in  four  days  after  all  mate- 
rial was  in  hand,  the  iron-work,  weighing  over  two 
tons,  being  turned  out  in  two  days,  a  remarkably 
short  space  of  time. 

There  are  probably  very  few  men  in  the  coun- 
try who  can  more  closely  and  accurately  estimate 
the  cost  of  any  given  job,  large  or  small,  than  1^1  r. 
Wickham.'  So  well  known  is  his  ability  in  this 
respect,  that  he  has  been  frequently  called  upon  to 
assist  in  the  settlement  betw  een  the  owners  of 
burned  buildings  and  insurance  companies  in  im- 
•  portant  fire  losses.  He  settled  the  loss  upon  the 
Tweddle  Building  when  it  was  destroyed,  and  re- 
built it  within  seven  months.  Estimates  of  the 
losses  sustained  upon  mills,  factories,  and  private 
houses  have  frequently  been  made  by  him,  the  last  of 
which  was  that  upon  the  loss  of  C.  H.  Housman, 
at 'Valatia,  N.  Y. ,  amounting  to  the  large  sum  of 
$62,000. 

BLINDS,  SASHES,  DOORS,  ETC. 

The  La  Rose  Manufacturing  Company,  corner 
Rose  and  Hamilton  streets,  A.  F.  La  Rose,  Presi- 
dent and  Treasurer,  A.  W.  La  Rose,  Secretary, 
was  started  in  18S2  by  A.  F.  La  Rose.  In  1884 
it  was  organized  as  a  stock  company,  with  a  capi- 
tal of  $50,000. 

They  use  a  100  horse-power  engine.  Seventy- 
five  workmen  are  employed,  and  the  amount  of 
$150,000  is  their  annual  production.  , 

Their  specialty  is  carpenters'  supplies. 

George  H.  Cheney  established  his  manufactory 
of  sashes,  doors,  blinds,  etc.,  at  13  North  Lansing 
street,  in  1870. 

The  factory  is  a  two-story  building,  where  about 
forty  men  find  work. 
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CARRIAGE.S,  SLEIGHS  AND  TRUCKS. 

The  Albany  Coach  ^lanufactory  was  established 
in  I  Si  3  by  James  Goold,  a  native  of  New  England. 
After  several  years  had  elapsed,  his  nephew,  W. 
R.  Bush,  and  son-in-law,  J.  N.  Cutler,  became 
partners;  later  on,  his  son,  John  S.  Goold  became 
a  partner;  the  latter  dying  in  1873,  Jt>hn  Chester 
Goold,  a  grandson,  became  a  member  of  the  firm. 
Mr.  James  (jooid  died  in  1S79.  In  18S3  the  present 
firm  was  incorporated,  John  Chester  Goold,  Presi- 
dent; William  D.  Goold,  Secretary. 

From  1S17  to  1S31,  stage-coaches  were  the 
main  features  of  this  concern.  When  the  Albanv 
and  Schenectady  Railway  was  built,  this  firm  built 
its  first  cars.  These  cars  were  but  litUe  more  than 
stage-coaches  on  trucks.  The  firm  now  manufac- 
ture fine  carriages  and  sleighs.  The  manufactory 
is  bounded  by  Division,  Union  and  Hamilton 
streets,  and  sixty  workmen  are  employed. 

Carriages  and  sleighs  arc  manutactured  at  131 
and  133  Hudson  avenue,  by  John  Kingsbury. 

This  business  was  established  in  1S54  by  James 
Kingsbury,  Jeremiah  Whitehead  and  Stephen  White- 
head. After  a  while  the  latter  partner  dropped 
out,  and  the  firm  was  Kingsbury  &  Whiteliead 
till  1874,  when  Mr.  Kingsbury  bought  his  partner's 
interest  and  conducted  the  business  alone  till  Feb- 
ruary, 1876,  when  the  present  proprietor  bought 
the  ground  and  buildings.  He  built  the  back 
shops  in  1880,  and  the  present  fine  front  building, 
46  by  54,  five-stories  high,  in  1SS4.  He  has  made 
his  establishment  very  popular  and  profitable.  He 
manufactures  buggies,  two-seat  carriages  and  lan- 
dau sleighs — the  latter  a  specialty.  Their  excel- 
lence and  style  are  far-famed,  and  are  a  credit  to 
the  manufactured  products  of  the  city.' 

In  1S32,  Messrs.  Selkirk  &  Gardinier  began 
manufacturing  carriages  and  sleighs,  and  continued 
in  the  business  until  1S65,  when  they  were  suc- 
ceeded by  Messrs.  Shaw  i\:  Rose.  i\Ir.  Shaw  be- 
came sole  proprietor  and  remained  such  until  1881, 
when  the  present  firm  of  Shaw  ifc  Barnett  became 
owners.  Mr.  Abraham  Barnett  is  the  present 
owner. 

Their  factory,  832  and  834  Broadway,  is  four- 
stor)'  brick,  70  by  200  feet;  and  at  307  North  Pearl 
street,  directly  back  of  the  factory,  is  their  oflice, 
etc.  All  kinds  of  family  and  pleasure  carriages 
and  sleighs,  and  hose  carriages  and  fire  department 
wagons  arc  made.  About  forty  workmen  are  em- 
ployed. 

Samuel  H.  Lloyd  founded  in  1S42  the  present 
house  of  S.  H.  Lloyd  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of 
trucks  and  wagons.  Mr.  Lloyd  continuctl  in 
charge  until  1878,  when  the  firm  name  now  used 
was  adopted,  and  Ralpli  P.  Lathrop  assumed  man- 
agement of  the  same. 

The  premises  at  64  to  68  Hamilton  street  con- 
sists of  a  two  story-brick  factory  200  by  30  feet,  and 
a  three-story  brick  sales-room,  70  by  130  feet. 

They  manufacture  business  wagons,  heavy  trucks, 
etc.,  and  are  also  dealers  in  carriages,  buggies,  etc., 
being  agents  for  several  large  and  well-known 
manufactories. 
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The  carriage  uiid  sleigh  nmnuiactory  of  Henry 
Van  Hoesen,  Nos.  122  and  124  ]\Iadison  avenne, 
was  established  by  the  present  proprietor  in  1S53. 
The  manufacturing  facilities  of  the  house  embrace 
a  two-story  factory,  44  by  65  feet  in  dimensions, 
where  all  the  wood  and  iron-working,  trimming, 
upholstering,  and  painting  pertaining  to  first-class 
work  in  his  line,  are  carried  on  by  skilled  work- 
men. 

SPOKES. 

In  1S79  E.Wendell  Crosby  established  the  Phce- 
nix  Spoke  Works.  The  factory  on  Bleecker,  Church, 
and  Herkimer  streets  is  a  two-story  brick  building, 
125  by  ICQ  feet,  where  about  20  workmen  are  em- 
ployed. Oak  and  hickory  are  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  the  spokes;  the  wood,  before  making  up, 
being  dried  by  a  process,  the  invention  of  N.  S. 
McOmber,  their  Superintendent.  Over  one-half 
million  are  made  yearly.  By  the  invention  of  Mr. 
McOmber,  cold,  fresh,  dry  air  is  introduced  into 
the  drying  rooms.  This  absorbs  the  moisture,  but 
does  not  expel  the  resins  and  gums. 

LEATHER  AND  FINDINGS. 

One  of  the  leading  houses  in  Albany  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  harness-leather,  is 
that  of  Adam  Cook  &  Son,  No.  29  Hudson  ave- 
nue, established  in  i860  by  Adam  Cook,  and 
came  in  the  possession  of  the  present  firm,  con- 
sisting of  the  founder  and  his  son,  George  C.  Cook, 
in  1879.  This  factory  consists  of  a  four-story 
brick  building,  35  by  105  feet  in  dimensions,  which 
is  divided  into  the  manufacturing  department  and 
the  sales-rooms.  Fifteen  workmen  are  employed. 
The  products  of  the  house  consist  of  oak,  union 
and  hemlock  harness-leather,  and  hemlock  sole- 
leather,  all  noted  for  superior  quality.  A  large 
trade  is  also  done  in  harness-makers'  supplies. 
Mr.  Cook  and  his  son  have  both  resided  in  Al- 
bany for  a  number  of  years,  and  are  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  leather  trade. 

WOOD  MACHINERY. 

Daniel  Doncaster  in  1858  began  the  manufactur- 
ing of  wood-working  machinery,  and  the  business  is 
at  present  carried  on  by  his  son,  Daniel  Doncaster, 
at  7  and  9  Railroad  avenue  and  313  to  317  North 
Pearl  street.  Twenty-five  mechanics  are  employed. 
The  manufacture  of  planing,  re-awing,  ami  mold- 
ing machines  are  the  specialties.  All  kinds  of 
wood-working  machinery,  shafting,  pulleys,  etc., 
are  also  made. 

WOOD  PACKING-BOXES. 

T.  F.  Romeyn  began  the  manufxcturing  of  pack- 
ing-bo.xes  in  1865.  His  factory  is  located  at  214 
Hudson  avenue  and  is  a  two-story  building,  30  by 
100  feet  in  dimensions.  All  the  work  is  done  by 
machinery,  the  stamping  even  being  done  by  a 
printing-press.    One  million  feet  of  lumber  is  an- 


nually used,  and  about  i6o,oco  boxes  arc  made 
yearly. 

PATTI.RN  WORKS.— BRASS,  IRON,  STOVi:. 

The  Albany  Pattern  Works  was  established  by 
Herbert  G.  Avery  in  1SS2,  at  70  Church  street, 
where  he  emjiloys  six  assistants. 

Patterns  for  all  kinds  of  brass  and  iron  found- 
ings, designs  and  drafts  of  complicated  machinery 
in  sections  or  otherwise  are  made.  A  specialty  is 
stove  patterns. 

Hailes'  Pattern  \^'orks,  corner  Broadway  and 
Hamilton  street,  was  established  by  William  Hailes, 
in  1872,  for  the  manufacture  of  patterns  for  stoves 
and  machinerv.  In  this  business  Mr.  Hailes  is 
justly  recognized  as  a  skillful  artisan.  In  1S7S 
James  Grav  and  Peter  Kinnear  became  associated 
with  Mr.  Hailes  in  the  manufacture  of  their  im- 
proved "Brilliant"  oil-stove.  This  they  continued 
fjr  three  years,  when  the  right  to  manufacture  was 
sold  to  the  Richmond  Stove  Company,  Norwich, 
Conn.,  and  is  now  known  as  the  "Richmond" 
stove.  Mr.  Hailes'  business  is  now  confined  to 
pattern  making.  All  the  Thacher  car-wheel  pat- 
terns are  made  at  this  establishment. 

John  C.  Mull  has  been  a  pattern-maker  for  more 
than  forty-five  }  ears  at  the  Ransom  Stove  Works. 
]\Ir.  Mull  has  taken  acdve  interest  in  the  Albany 
Firemen's  Association  for  nearly  half  a  century, 
and,  although  sixty-four  years  of  age,  is  still  in 
active  service  in  the  Fire  Department. 

COOPERAGE. 

The  extensive  brewing  interests  of  Albany  early 
led  to  the  establishment  of  other  industries  chiefly 
dependent  upon  them.  Among  the  most  important 
was  the  manufacture  of  barrels  and  hogsheads  for 
the  transportation  of  malt  liquors.  So  extensive 
grew  this  industry  at  Albany,  that  at  one  time  most 
of  the  coopers  in  the  United  States  were  located 
here,  and  most  of  the  ale  barrels  used  in  this  country 
were  manufactured  here.  Of  late  years,  large 
manufactories  have  sprung  up  in  difierent  parts  of 
the  country,  which  have  materially  decreased  the 
amount  of  business  done.  Still  Albany  occupies 
a  prominent  position  in  regard  to  the  extent  and 
quality  of  its  cooperage  work. 

The  oldest  hou.se  engaged  in  this  branch  of 
manufacture  is  that  of  M.  A.  Hawe,  established 
by  Matthew  Hawe  in  1836,  whose  father  began  a 
similar  business  many  years  previously.  ^Ir.  Hawe 
conducted  it  until  his  death  in  1S80,  since  which 
time  it  has  been  carried  on  under  the  management 
of  his  son,  Daniel  Hawe.  Two  buildings  are 
occupied  in  the  prosecution  of  this  business,  63 
Liberty  and  58  Union  street.  Employment  is  fur- 
nished to  about  twenty  skilled  mechanics.  The 
capacity  of  the  works  is  about  seventy-five  ale  and 
beer  casks  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  per 
week.  The  biography  of  Matthew  Hawe.  the 
founder  of  this  house,  printed  in  another  part  of 
this  volume,  contains  matter,  personal  and  general, 
i  relative  to  this  industry. 
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John  Pennie,  Jr.,  stavc  dealer  and  cooper,  com- 
menced the  cooperaLje  business  in  Herkimer  street, 
in  connection  with  iiis  brother,  J.  C. ,  in  1843,  and 
has  been  carried  on  by  them  ever  since.  The 
works  are  located  No.  39  Arch  street. 

In  1849  Jolm  Le  Gallez  began  the  coopering 
business  in  Albany.  He  conducted  it  alone  until 
1871,  when  A.  Le  Gallez  was  admitted  to  an  in- 
terest in  the  business.  The  founder  died  in  1873, 
and  in  1876  the  present  firm,  A.  &  \V.  Le  Gallez, 
succeeded  to  the  business,  which  is  now  conducted 
at  51  to  61  Liberty  street.  Twenty  mechanics  are 
employed.  A  large  share  of  the  business  consists 
in  remodeling  barrels  of  all  kinds. 

Samuel  C.  Harris  carries  on  a  cedar  and  pine- 
ware  cooperage  business  at  122  Washington  avenue 
as  the  successor  of  his  father,  who  was  engaged  in 
a  similar  calling  many  years.  His  work  is  well 
known  for  excellence  of  workmanship  and  material. 
Mr.  Harris  has  been  a  useful  member  of  the  City 
Government. 

MATTHEW  HAWE 

was  born  in  Charleville,  Ireland,  October  iS,  1814, 
and  died  in  Albany,  April  24,  1880,  in  his  sixty- 
sixth  year.  He  came  to  America  with  his  parents 
in  1S16.  and  was  educated  in  the  Albany  Academy. 
Leaving  school,  he  was  interested  in  his  father's 


(William  Hawe's)  extensive  cooperage  business  un- 
til 1836,  when  he  engaged  in  the  same,  business 
on  his  own  account,  manufacturing  beer  barrels, 
half-barrels  and  hogsheads,  a  business  which  his 
widow,  under  the  name  of  M.  A.  Hawe,  has  con- 
tinued since  his  death.  ]\Ir.  Hawe  made  the  man- 
ufacture of  his  specialties  in  cooperage  a  study, 
and  invented  improvements  in  ale  and  beer  casks 
which  render  the  heads  and  other  jointures  with  the 
staves  as  strong  as  any  other  part  of  the  barrel, 
vvh?reas,  as  they  were  previously  made,  the  heads, 
however  strong  with  the  timber  they  were  con- 
structed, were  always  weak  at  their  jointure  with 
the  staves.  7  he  advantages  of  barrels  and  other 
vessels  constructed  with  ]\[r.  Hawe's  improvements 
are  these  : 

I  St.  By  a  more  obtuse  angle  of  the  bevel  of  the 
edge  of  the  head,  the  quantity  of  material  for 
resistance  of  all  strain  is  increased.  2d.  The 
bevels  of  the  edge  of  the  head,  supported  by  the 
howel,  prevents  all  crushing  in  of  tiie  head. 
3d.  Tlie  manner  in  which  the  edge  of  the  head  is 
held  in  the  croze,  and  supported  by  the  howel, 
effectually  prevents  the  wood  in  the  head  from 
splitting  up.  4th.  The  convex  form  given  to  the 
head  in  one  direction,  makes  the  head  itself  as 
strong  as  the  body  of  the  barrel  5th.  The  bev- 
eled jointing  surface  of  the  several  pieces  forming 
the  head  insures  the  perfect  tightness  of  all  the 
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jointures  of  the  nead,  and  counteracts  all  tendency 
of  the  end  hoops  to  break,  in  the  chime.  6th.  'i"he 
head  and  its  jointure,  with  the  staves,  are  made  as 
strong  as  the  other  parts  of  the  barrel.  7th.  Ample 
opportunity  is  atVorded  for  the  removal  of  sediment 
that  may  accumulate  around  the  howel  and  the 
beveling  of  the  head.  These  improvements  have 
been  variously  and  severally  tested,  and  in  every 
case  they  have  been  found  to  meet  the  utmost 
expectations  of  ]\[r.  Hawe  and  brewers  who  have 
used  them. 

'J'he  loss  of  ten  per  cent.,  annually  e.xperienced 
by  brewers,  from  the  waste  of  ale  and  cost  of 
repairs  caused  by  the  bursting  of  the  heads,  is 
effectually  prevented  by  the  use  of  barrels  and 
other  vessels  constructed  with  Air.  Hawe's  im- 
provements. 

These  casks  became  very  popular  with  brewers, 
and  Mr.  Hawe  manufactured  them  under  letters 
patent,  and  shipped  them  in  large  quantities  to 
New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Buffalo,  Roches- 
ter, and  many  other  manufacturing  centers.  But 
no  sooner  had  he  succeeded  in  proving  the  superi- 
ority of  his  barrels  than  unscrupulous  coopers 
began,  in  different  places,  to  manufacture  and  sell 
similar  ones  in  infringement  of  his  patent.  Suits 
were  brought  for  damages  and  royalties,  which  are 
still  pending  in  the  courts,  and  which,  promising 
to  result  favorably  to  the  claims  of  ?ilr.  Hawe,  will 
undoubtedly  bring  to  his  heirs  at  least  a  portion  of 
the  legitimate  reward  of  his  ingenuity  and  enter- 
prise. 

In  1840  I\Ir.  Hawe  v.-as  married  to  Miss 
Mary  A.  Griffith,  of  New  York.  They  have  had 
fifteen  children,  thirteen  of  whom  lived  to  be  men 
and  women,  and  nine  of  whom  survived  their 
father. 

He  was  esteemed  for  his  kindly  nature,  his 
dignified  bearing,  and  his  unquestionable  busi- 
ness probity.  This  last  mentioned  characteristic 
was  so  marked,  that  it  was  once  said  of  him  by 
Thurlow  Weed:  "Matthew  Hawe's  word  was 
truly  as  good  as  his  bond."  An  influential  citi- 
zen, he  was  identified  with  many  of  Albany's  most 
important  interests,  and  counted  among  his  warm 
personal  friends  such  men  as  i\Ir.  Weed,  John  L. 
Schoolcraft,  William  H.  Seward,  and  others  of 
equal  note. 

The  formerly  well-known  Dr.  E.  B.  O'Callaghan 
was  his  brother-in-law.  For  a  time  Mr.  Hawe 
was  a  partner  in  the  flour  business  in  Albany 
with  his  brother  John,  carrying  on  his  cooper- 
age business  at  the  same  time.  He  also  dealt 
heavily  in  stoves,  a  branch  of  his  business  which 
is  now  carried  on  by  his  son.  He  was  a  busi- 
ness man  in  every  sense  of  the  word — energetic, 
original,  honest,  shrewd  and  successful.  He 
never  connected  himself  with  secret  societies,  and, 
though  he  had  pronounced  convictions  upon  all 
public  questions,  never  mingled  actively  in  polit- 
ical life,  always  refusing  to  accept  any  ofiice, 
though  urged  to  accept  many.  In  earlv  life  he 
was  an  old  school  Democrat.  Later  he  became  a 
Whig,  and  a  second  change  to  Republicanism  was 
but  natural.     In  religion  he  followed  the  faith  of 


I  his  flathers,  and  he  was  a  Corporate  Member  of  the 
j   Parish  of  the  Cathedral  of  the  Immaculate  Con- 
ception, and  a  Trustee  of  St.  Agnes'  Cemetery. 
I   He  was  prominent  and  liberal  in  support  of  the 
I  interests  of  the  Cathedral,  and  his  memury  is  pre- 
!  served  by  inscription  on  the  chime  of  bells  belong- 
I  ing  to  that  institution.     He  was  generous  to  his 
fellow  men  and  helpful   to  the  poor.     His  life 
was  upright  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man,  and  he 
was  beloved  not  only  by  those  who  enjoyed  the 
happiness  of  sharing  with  him  the  blessings  of  his 
fireside,   but  by  a  large  circle   of  friends  and 
acquaintances. 

His  last  illness  was  of  long  duration,  but 
he  bore  his  atlliction  with  a  Christian's  fortitude. 
The  sorrow  at  his  death  was  general  among  the 
many  who  had  known  him.  I'he  Committee  of 
the  Cathedral  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  met 
at  the  episcopal  residence,  April  25.  1S80,  to  take 
action  in  reference  to  his  death.  I'here  were  pres- 
ent Rt.  Rev.  I)ishop  McNiernoy,  D.  D. ;  ^'ery  Rev. 
P.  Ludden,  V.G. ;  P.  McHugh,  John  Connick, 
Michael  Delehanty;  P.  J.  Wallace,  Treasurer,  and 
Thomas  J.  Lanahan,  Secretary. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted: 

"  Whereas,  Death  has  again,  in  the  brief  space 
of  one  month,  removed  from  our  midst  another 
member  of  this  Committee,  Mr.  Matthew  Hawe, 
be  it 

'^Resolved,  That  we  deeply  regret  the  decease  of 
]\Iatthew  Hawe,  who  for  more  than  twenty-eight 
years  has  been  a  member  of  this  Board. 

"  That  his  long  service  in  this  Committee,  mark- 
ed as  it  was  by  a  singleness  of  purpose,  purity  of 
motive  and  courteous  bearing,  has  endeared  him 
to  us,  and  merits  our  highest  consideration  and 
respect. 

'■That  his  constant  and  unremitting  attention  to 
his  duties,  his  zeal  and  energy  in  advancing  the 
interests  of  this  Cathedral,  is  deserving  of  the  pious 
remembrance  of  the  congregation. 

"That  we  tender  to  his  family  our  sincere  sym- 
pathy in  their  bereavement,  and  that  the  Secretary 
transmit  to  them  a  copy  of  these  resolutions." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  St. 
Agnes'  Cemetery,  held  Monday,  April  26,  1S80, 
to  take  action  concerning  the  death  of  Mr.  Mat- 
thew Hawe,  Air.  John  Stuart  oflered  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

"  Whereas,  Information  of  the  death  of  our  late 
esteemed  associate,  Mr.  M.itthew  Hasve,  has  been 
communicated  to  this  Board,  and  it  is  proper  that, 
uniting  in  the  regret  occasioned  by  his  loss,  we 
should  signify  our  appreciation  of  his  many  excel- 
lent qualities  ;  therefore 

''Resulted,  That  in  the  tieath  of  Mr.  Hawe,  one 
of  our  Finance  Committee,  this  Board  loses  an 
active  and  worthy  member,  who  always  manifested 
pride  and  zealous  interest  in  the  welfare  of  this 
organization,  and  who  spared  no  exertion  to  secure 
its  prosperity. 
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"  jRcso/z'cd,  That  \ve  tender  our  syinpalliy  to  the 
family  of  our  deceased  friend  ;  that  we  attend  his 
funeral  in  a  body;  and  that  these  resolutions, 
signed  by  our  President  and  Secretary,  be  pub- 
lished in  the  daily  papers  of  the  city,  and  a  copy 
transmitted  to  the  family  of  deceased. 

"Francis  McNeirny, 
"W.  D.  MoRANGE,  "  Presu/c/t/. 

"  Sccrelary." 

The  Board  of  Trade  of  the  City  of  Albany,  of 
which  Mr.  Hawe  had  long  been  a  IMember,  also 
adopted  appropriate  resolutions.  Such  lives  as 
Mr.  Hawe's  are  not  without  their  benefit  upon  the 
communities  where  they  are  passed.  Yielding  to 
every  man  what  was  honestly  his  due;  active  in 
business  and  enterprising  beyond  many  of  his 
fellow  townsmen;  he  gave  employment  to  many 
skilled  laborers,  and  performed  his  part  in  bring- 
ing Albany  into  notice  as  a  manufacturing  town. 
He  built  industriously  and  with  fidelity  a  repu- 
tation which  is  a  rich  heritage  to  his  family  and  a 
pleasure  to  many  who  were  his  friends. 

LASTS. 

In  1828,  Jared  Holt  began  manufacturing  lasts 
in  Albany.  This  probably  was  the  first  establish- 
ment of  the  kind  in  this  country.  Mr.  Holt's 
business  was  only  a  small  one,  which  he  conducted 
until  1857,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
George  H.  Graves,  which  partnership  continued 
until  1S64,  when  Dayton  Ball  was  added,  the  firm 
being  called  Graves,  Ball  &  Co.,  the  members  being 
Messrs.  Graves  &  Ball,  and  J.  &  C.  B.  Holt.  Since 
the  death  of  Mr.  Graves  in  1882,  Ball  and  Reb- 
hun  have  controlled  the  business,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Da}ton  Ball  it  Co.  They  have  two 
factories,  one  at  3  Pruyn  street,  in  which  25  work- 
men are  employed,  and  the  other  at  12  Elm  street. 
New  York.  The  products  of  the  two  are  about 
125,000  pairs  of  lasts  yearly.  Persimmon  wood 
from  North  Carolina  is  mainly  used  by  them. 

BILLIARD  BALLS. 

The  Albany  Billiard  Ball  Company  was  organ- 
ized in  1875,  succeeding  the  Plyatt  ALanufacturing 
Co.,  organized  in  1S68,  which  was  the  pioneer 
manufacturing  company  in  the  world  to  make 
composition  billiard  balls.  The  factory,  corner 
Grand  and  Plain  streets,  is  a  three-story  brick 
building,  68  by  50  feet  in  dimensions.  The  bil- 
liard balls  are  now  made  from  bonsilate.  a  pro- 
duct of  another  Albany  industry,  which  is  men- 
tioned elsewhere.  The  colors  of  bonsilate  balls 
are  permanent,  and  they  will  not  burn.  Pool  and 
bagatelle  balls  are  also  made. 

The  officers  are  :  Peter  Kinnear,  President  and 
Treasurer;  J.  W.  Hyatt,  Vice-President;  Louis 
Dietz,  Secretarj"  and  B.  P.  Wayne,  Superin- 
tendent. 

The  bonsilate  billiard  balls  are  taking  the  [)Iace 
all  others  fur  perfection  of  finish,  durability  and  of 
cheapness. 


PETER  KINNEAR. 

One  of  the  names  most  prominent  in  connection 
with  the  manufacturing  and  industrial  interests  of 
Albany,  is  that  which  heads  this  sketch.  Peter 
Kinnear  was  born  in  Dundee,  Scotland,  April  24, 
1826. 

He  was  educated  in  his  native  town,  and 
later  served  a  si.x  years'  apprenticeship  there  to  the 
machinist's  trade.  As  he  grew  to  manhood,  the 
desire  within  him  to  seek  a  home  in  the  New 
\\'orld,  grew  stronger  and  more  irresistible.  When 
scarcely  more  than  a  youth  he  bade  fareuell  to  kin 
and  friends,  and  set  out  upon  a  perilous  journey 
across  the  ocean.  His  love  of  his  native  land  was 
strong,  but  his  ambition  to  make  a  name  and 
place  for  himself  among  men  on  the  far-away 
shores  of  America  was  stronger  still. 

At  the  very  outset  lie  met  with  an  accident  which 
nearly  cost  him  his  life,  but  he  was  not  daunted 
and,  without  repining  or  turning  back,  he  pursued 
his  way.  It  was  in  1847  that  he  came  to  the 
United 'States. 

He  tried  to  obtain  employment  at  his  trade  in 
New  York,  Rochester  ami  Toronto  successively, 
and  finding  it  impossible  to  get  such  work  to  do 
as  he  wished,  did  that  which  every  true  man  must 
see  it  his  duty  to  do — did  such  work  as  came  in 
his  way,  which  in  his  case  was  cutting  timber 
in  a  Canadian  forest,  during  all  of  one  winter. 
Returning  to  the  States,  he  again  sought  employ- 
ment as  a  machinist  at  Buffalo,  Rochester,  Syra- 
cuse, Utica  and  Albany.  He  was  again  unsuccess- 
ful until  he  reached  Albany,  when  he  entered  the 
employment  of  William  Orr,  at  his  foundry,  64 
Beaver  street. 

This  establishment  was  founded  by  Lewis  Aspin- 
wall  over  half  a  century  ago,  and  is  therefore  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  industrial  development 
of  Albany.  From  Mr.  Aspinwall  its  ownership 
passed  to  Mr.  Orr.  Mr.  Orr  was  succeeded  by 
the  firm  of  Orr  iS;  Blair,  of  which  he  was  himself 
a  member.  In  1S72  ]\Ir.  Kinnear  became  the 
owner  of  Mr.  Orr's  share,  and  the  firm  of  Blair  & 
Kinnear  was  in  existence  till  !Mr.  Kinnear  became 
sole  proprietor. 

May,  1S84,  Mr.  Kinnear  purchased  the  lots  at 
the  corner  of  Beaver  and  Grand  streets,  known  as 
No.  64  and  66  Beaver  street.  Here  Mr.  Kinnear 
made  great  improvements,  so  marked  in  their 
character  as  to  entitle  him  to  the  credit  of  having 
beautified  that  portion  of  Beaver  street  in  which 
his  factory  is  located. 

The  great  variety  of  goods  embraced  under  the 
head  of  brass  castings,  and  the  varied  application 
of  this  valuable  composition  metal  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  articles  of  mechanical  and  household  u.se, 
present  an  interesting  study.  A  house  devoted  to 
the  manufacture  of  the  innumerable  pieces  of 
brass,  bronze  and  other  soft  metal  castings,  for  the 
countless  purposes  to  which  these  metals  are  now 
put,  is  a  very  important  helper  in  promoting  the 
general  good  of  any  manufacturing  center.  In 
Albany  that  of  Mr.  Kinnear  is  the  most  jirominent 
one  of  its  kind.  This  enterprise  embraces  the  manu- 
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facture  of  all  kinds  of  brass,  bronze,  composition, 
nickel,  white  and  other  soft  metal  castings;  steam- 
cocks  and  valves,  plumber  brass  work,  brass  work 
for  breweries,  lager  beer  ai)paratus,  steani-enginc 
work,  etc.  Faithful  attention  is  given  to  whatever 
ma)'  be  desired  in  this  line,  and  great  care  is  taken 
in  the  selection  of  proper  qualities  of  metal  and  in 
the  delicate  process  of  casting,  especially  where 
soundness  and  accuracy  are  required  in  the  finished 
articles. 

The  premises  occupied  for  the  prosecution  of 
this  industry  consist  of  a  two-story  brick  building, 
60  by  22  feet  in  dimensions,  with  an  L  of  same 
size  used  for  the  molding-shop,  which  are  sup- 
plied witli  all  modern  facilities,  thoroughly  equip- 
ed  with  all  necessary  tools,  appliances  and  furnaces, 
and  furnished  with  an  engine  of  six-horse  power. 
With  an  experience  of  so  many  years  in  the  busi- 
ness, ]\Ir.  Kinnear  may  be  rightly  supposed  to  be 
eminently  capacitated  to  carry  on  the  enterprise 
with  success  and  satisfaction  to  his  trade.  Nor 
does  his  identification  with  this  community  stop 
with  his  interest  in  this  business,  since  he  is  also 
President  of  the  Albany  Billiard  Ball  Co.,  President 
of  the  Bonsilate  Button  Co.,  and  a  Director  in  both 
the  Bonsilate  Co.  (limited)  and  the  Newark  Filter- 
ing Co. 

With  the  history  of  the  manufactory  of  billiard 
balls  in  Albany,  Mr.  Kinnear's  name  is  prominently 
identified.  The  most  unique  industry  in  Albany, 
and,  indeed,  the  only  one  of  the  kind  in  the  world, 
is  that  of  the  Albany  Billiard  Ball  Company.  This 
Company  was  organized  in  1875,  and  is  the  legiti- 
mate successor  of  the  Hyatt  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, organized  in  1S6S,  which  was  the  pioneer  in 
the  attempt  to  make  composition  billiard  balls.  It 
is  not  our  purpose  to  go  into  the  details  of  the 
trials  and  failures  of  the  original  organization  in 
its  experiments  to  produce  Ijilliard  balls  of  py- 
roxiline  and  later  of  celluloid  that  would  take  the 
place  of  ivory.  Let  it  suffice  to  say  that  thousands 
of  dollars  were  spent  and  much  valuable  time  lost 
in  experimenling  with  little  or  no  practical  re- 
sults, until  the  formation  of  the  present  Com- 
pany, since  which  time,  by  the  use  of  perfected 
processes  and  machinery,  the  invention  of  J.  W. 
Hyatt,  the  Company  has  succeeded  in  producing 
billiard  balls  that  are  more  perfect  than  ivory 
balls,  while  at  the  same  time  they  are  far  less 
expensive. 

The  management  of  the  Company  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  following  named  officers  :  Peter  Kinnear, 
President  and  Treasurer  ;  J.  W.  Hyatt,  Vice-Presi- 
dent; Lewis  Dietz,  Secretary;  and  B.  P.  Wayne, 
Superintendent;  all  gentlemen  closely  identified 
with  the  industrial  advancement  of  this  city.  Mr. 
Kinnear's  identification  with  tliis  enterprise  dates 
from  a  time  when  failure  and  disaster  had  stripped 
it  of  the  confidence  of  most  of  the  capitalists  of  Al- 
bany. He  hatl  faiih  in  the  scheme,  and  unbounded 
faith  in  Mr.  Hyatt,  through  the  utilization  of  whose 
inventions  he  was  certain  success  would  be  won 
for  it. 

At  considerable  personal  trouljle  and  no  small 
temporary  sacrifice,  he  invested  in  the  enterprise, 


taking  risks  which  made  some  of  his  friends 
tremble  for  the  results ;  and  he  induced  others  of 
Albany's  progressive  men  to  take  stock  in  the  Com- 
pany. The  result  has  more  than  justified  his  most 
sanguine  hopes.  The  enterprise  is  one  of  Albany's 
notable  successes. 

No  man  in  the  city  has  taken  a  greater  interest 
in  its  industrial  cnter[)rises  than  Mr.  Kinnear,  and 
no  one  has  worked  mure  steadily  and  more  earn- 
estly to  advance  them.  He  has  ever  been  among 
the  first  to  welcome  new  manufacturing  industries, 
and  one  of  those  most  ready  to  encourage  and 
foster  them  by  substantial  aid  to  the  extent  of  his 
ability.  There  are  many  who  to-day  admit  that, 
had  his  judgment  been  respected  and  his  advice 
taken  relative  to  proposed  enterprises  which  have 
been  seated  elsewhere,  only  after  proper  encourage- 
ment had  been  refused  them  in  Albany,  the  city's 
material  prosperity  at  this  time  would  be  much 
greater  than  it  is,  and  its  intelligent  working  pop- 
ulation much  larger. 

Born  in  the  land  of  Wallace,  and  imbibing  a 
love  of  freedom  with  the  very  air  he  breathed,  ]Mr. 
Kinnear  was  a  lover  of  American  institutions  even 
before,  as  a  very  young  man,  he  had  placed  his  feet 
on  American  soil.  He  believed  in  universal  free- 
dom, and  early  placed  himself  in  the  ranks  of  those 
who  ultimately  united  with  others  of  more  pro- 
nounced views  to  free  the  African  slaves  in  the 
United  States.  A  lover  of  freedom  and  a  protec- 
tionist, a  Whig  originally,  he  was  one  of  the  earliest 
to  array  himself  in  the  Republican  ranks,  and  with 
the  Republican  party  he  has  voted  and  labored 
ever  since. 

Mr.  Kinnear  was  for  two  years  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  Albany  County,  and  has 
several  times  been  the  nominee  of  his  party  for 
Alderman  to  represent  his  W'ard,  and  it  is  only  the 
greatly  preponderating  Democratic  vote  that  has 
prevented  his  repeated  election,  for  personally  he 
is  recognized  as  the  most  popular  man  in  his  Ward. 
With  all  of  a  Scotchman's  love  for  Scotland  and  its 
history  and  traditions,  Mr.  Kinnear  is  at  the  same 
time  a  most  thorough-going  American,  taking  a 
deep  and  most  intelligent  interest  in  all  questions 
of  pul)lic  moment,  and  exerting  his  influence,  and 
freely  using  his  means  to  promote  American  in- 
dustry and  elevate  that  great  class  who  arc  our  best 
citizens  either  in  peace  or  war — the  honest  me- 
chanics, of  whom  he  is  proud  to  number  himself 
as  one. 

During  his  sojourn  in  Canada,  previously  referred 
to,  Mr.  Kinnear,  in  1849,  married  Miss  Annie  Gil- 
christ, a  native  of  Scotland.  It  was  soon  afterward 
that  they  came  to  .\lbany  and  ^Ir.  Kinnear  entered 
upon  that  career  which  has  made  him  so  widely 
known  and  respected.  It  has  been  a  career  of 
honest  endeavor,  of  well-directed  efTort  —  whose 
rewards  ha\  e  not  been  bestowed  with  a  stingy  hand. 
!  Such  a  career  as  best  illustrates  the  certainty  that 
I  skill,  industry,  integrity,  perseverance  and  whole- 
souled  frienilliness  will  win  for  their  pos.sessor  that 
degree  of  success  whicli  ought  to  be  llie  earthly  ob- 
ject of  every  citizen,  and  which  is  often  the  envy  of 
those  who  do  not  themselves  deserve  it. 
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BONSILATE. 

The  Bonsilatc  Company,  corner  Clmrch  and 
Prujn  streets,  was  organized  in  1S7S.  The  fac- 
tory is  of  four  stories,  brick,  where  20  workmen  are 
employed.  This  Company  produces  bonsilate  in 
bulk  and  in  manufactured  goods. 

The  officers  are  Robert  C.  Pruyn,  President ; 
David  Kinnear,  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  John 
W.  Hyatt,  P^.xpert;  and  Charles  S.  Lockwood,  Su- 
perintendent. The  Directors  are  Messrs.  Pruyn  A: 
Hyatt,  S.  W.  Rosendale,  Peter  Kinnear,  Theodore 
Townsend,  Charles  M.  Hyatt,  and  David  M.  Kin- 
near. 

Bonsilate  is  the  discovery  of  John  W.  Hyatt, 
the  inventor  also  of  celluloid.  It  has  been  im- 
proved by  Charles  S.  Lockwood.  It  is  already 
used  in  making  many  articles  of  udlity  and  orna- 
ment, for  which  its  qualities  of  hardness,  elas- 
ticity, susceptibility  of  taking  any  color  and  a  high 
polish,  render  it  very  valuable.  It  is  also  a  non- 
contluctor  of  electricity,  and  incombustible.  It  is 
valuable  as  a  substitute  for  ivory,  amber,  jet,  coral, 
celluloid  and  all  like  substances. 

FURNITURE  AND  OTHER  HOUSE  SUP- 
PLIES. 

Most  of  the  household  furniture  sold  in  Albany 
is  manufactured  in  Nc-v  England.  Michigan  and 
Ohio,  where  timber  is  now  plenty  and  facdities  for 
manufacture  more  abundant  and  cheap.  It  comes 
often  in  parts  and  is  put  together  and  finished  in 
our  city. 

Tlie  B.  W.  Wooster  Furniture  Company,  51  and 
53  North  Pearl  street,  incorporated  in  1884,  with 
B.  W.  Wooster,  President,  succeeded  the  business 
of  B.  W.  Wooster,  which  was  established  in  1843. 
This  Company  supplies  for  buildings  the  entire  in- 
terior wood-work,  such  as  staircases,  tloors,  ceil- 
ings, wainscot,  mantels;  also  paper-hangings,  fur- 
niture, upholstering,  curtains,  frescoing,  and  stained 
glass.  In  short,  as  soon  as  the  masons  have  com- 
pleted their  work  upon  a  residence,  they  complete 
it  ready  for  occupancy. 

Nelson  Lyon  has,  during  the  past  seven  years, 
worked  up  and  established  a  large  furniture  manu- 
factory on  Central  avenue,  with  still  larger  sales- 
rooms at  65  Hudson  avenue.  His  trade  has  grown 
rapidly.  Among  other  well-known  makers  and 
dealers  in  this  important  class  of  industry  in  this 
city  within  recent  years  may  be  named  Butler, 
Senrick,  Watson,  Westcott;  also  Hertz,  Hicks, 
Gloeckner,  now  in  the  business.  Several  large 
stores  on  North  Pearl  street  deal  in  furniture  ex- 
tensively. 

The  small  cabinet  makers  of  other  days  are  no 
more.  They  did  honest  work  and  supplied  the 
demand  for  substantial  chairs,  stands,  tables,  desks, 
bedsteads,  and  such  like  simple  furniture  for  house- 
hold use  in  earlier  days. 

SCHOOL  FURNITURE. 

An  eastern  office  of  the  Union  .School  Furniture 
Company,  of  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  was  established  I 


in  this  city,  at  50S  Broadway,  in  18S2.     W.  A. 
Choate,  Manager. 

Their  .specialty  is  the  "Automatic,  ''  or  rear-fold- 
ing school-seat.  They  also  manufacture  school- 
dcNk-s,  seats,  and  all  kinds  of  school  furniture. 
Harlan  P.  ]-"rench  preceded  Mr.  Choate  in  this 
business,  successfully  pursuing  it  several  years. 

PLAIN  AND  DPX'ORATIVE  PAINTING. 

Very  little  attention  was  given  in  Albany  tr.) 
decorative  painting  untd  a  recent  date.  \Vhen 
paint  was  laid  on  wood-work  at  all,  nothing  was 
thought  of  but  preservation  from  decay  thereby. 
But  within  a  few  years  great  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  art  as  an  ornament  pleasing  to  the 
eye. 

John  Palmer,  painter  and  decorator,  started  in 
business  at  25  Washington  avenue,  in  1S66, 
and  has  occupied  the  premises  since  that  time. 
He  has  had  some  of  the  best  contracts  in  his 
art  in  and  out  of  the  city,  including  the  State 
Capitol.  Mr.  Palmer  is  a  charter  member  of  Post 
5,  G.  A.  R.,  the  first  organized  in  the  city.  He  has 
twice  been  Commander  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  S.  N.  Y. 
and  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  of  the  G. 
A.  R.,  U.  S.,  and  is  at  present  Trustee  and  Chair- 
man of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State 
Soldiers'  Home,  of  which  he,  as  an  active  member 
of  the  G.  A.  R.,  was  one  of  the  originators.  Few 
men  are  more  active  and  efficient,  or  better  known 
in  public  aft'airs. 

James  Blocksidge,  who  came  here  from  Eng- 
land some  years  ago,  has  acquired  quite  a  reputa- 
tion as  a  well-informed,  tasteful,  foithful  house- 
painter,  including  fresco  and  decorative  work.  He 
is  doing  some  of  the  best  work  of  the  kind  in  Al- 
bany and  vicinity. 

Daniel  P.  Gladding  has  for  many  years  been  the 
successor  of  his  father,  one  of  the  early  painters 
in  this  city,  in  doing  excellent  work. 

Robert  Jefferson,  47  Beaver  street,  is  iustl}- rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  best  sign  and  banner  paint- 
ers of  the  city. 

The  Bantham  Brothers  rank  among  our  best 
patronized  painters.  John  S.  Hurdis  can  hardly 
be  surpassed  as  a  painter  of  signs  and  banners. 
The  !Mickels  are  superior  artists  in  decoration,  de- 
signing, and  painting.  William  Prescott,  from 
^Massachusetts,  has  been  a  leading  house  and  sign- 
painter  for  many  years.  John  Cook  is  not  only 
one  of  our  most  esteemed  citizens,  but  best  of 
house-painters. 

TABLE  AND  ENAMELED  OIL-CLOTHS. 

The  manufacture  of  enameled  oil-cloths  was  first 
successfully  accomplished  in  this  country  about  a 
third  of  a  century  ago.  In  1S55,  John  Walters 
establislied  a  manufactory  in  Albany  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  has  conductctl  it  with  success  ever  since. 
His  plant  is  located  at  334  to  344  Central  avenue, 
and  covers  an  area  of  several  acres,  upon  which 
are  erected  five  substantial  brick  buildings.  A 
1  fifty  horse-power  engine  furnishes  the  necessary 
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motive  po>ver,  and  employment  is  afforded  to 
about  seventy  operatives.  'I'hc  production  of  this 
establishment  comprises  table  and  enameled  oil- 
cloths in  all  varieties,  a  specialty  being  made  in 
superior  styles  in  imitation  of  mahogany,  rose- 
wood, oak,  and  marble.  During  the  first  years 
of  the  establishment  of  this  factory  the  production 
was  only  i  20  yards  per  day.  At  present  the  factory 
is  turning  out  about  700  rolls  per  day,  or  a  total  of 
8,400  yards  per  day.  The  products  are  sold  in 
all  parts  of  the  United  States  and  largely  exported 
to  foreign  countries.  The  buildings  have  several 
limes  been  severely  damagetl  by  fire,  originating  in 
the  processes  of  manufacture,  requiring  so  much 
heat  in  the  application  of  the  oil. 

SHIP-BUILDING. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  preceding  and  the  first 
quarter  of  the  present  century,  the  building  of 
sloops  and  schooners  formed  an  important  indus- 
try at  Albany.  Much  capital  was  invested  and  a 
large  number  of  men  employed.  When  steam- 
boats came  generally  in  use,  some  of  the  earlier 
ones  were  built  here.  Probably  the  largest  vessel 
ever  constructed  in  Albany  was  the  Victory,  re- 
ferred to  in  another  part  of  this  volume.  During 
late  years  this  industry  has  almost  become  e.xtinct, 
being  confined  principally  to  repairing,  and  the 
construction  of  small  crafts.  At  present  the  prin- 
cipal ship-builders  in  x\lbany  are  John  A.  Davis  & 
Sons,  whose  yard  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Quay 
and  Columbia  streets.  They  began  business  in 
1S79.  The  sectional  dock  used  by  the  firm  was 
built  twenty-eight  years  ago.  The  dock  is  in  five 
sections,  and  is  130  feet  long  by  54  feet  wide.  Ten 
pumps  on  each  side  of  the  dock,  operated  by  steam, 
are  used  for  operating  the  dock.  Thirty-five  ship 
carpenters  and  calkers  are  employed. 

GLOBE  ]\IANUFACTURER. 

The  first  globe  manufacturer  in  the  L'nited  States 
was  James  Wilson,  who  was  born  in  Londonderry, 
N.  H.,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
and  died  in  Pradford,  Vt.,  in  extreme  old  age.  He 
at  first  made  his  globes  by  hand.  About  1820,  his 
son^,  John  and  Samuel  Wilson,  established  a  globe 
manufactory  in  Ali)any,  the  first  of  the  kind  in  this 
country.  It  was  claimed  for  them  that  they  were 
the  best  globe-makers,  not  only  in  America,  but  in 
the  world.  So  much  did  they  improve  the  art  of 
globe-making  as  to  elicit  the  admission  of  English 
manufacturers,  that  their  globes  were  geographic- 
ally and  mechanically  superior  to  their  own.  John 
Wilson  died  in  1833,  and  his  brother  Samuel  near 
that  date.  After  their  death  the  business  was  dis- 
continued in  Albany. 

CORK  WORKS. 

■  Cork  is  the  outer  bark  of  a  species  of  oak  that 
grows  in  Southwestern  I^urope.  The  tree,  when 
reaching  its  thirtieth  year,  is  of  marketable  value. 
It  is  then  deprived  of  its  bark.  From  five  to  ten 
years  thereafter  the  bark  is  again  removed,  and 


in  time  another  growth  in  its  turn  is  taken  olT. 
The  cork  grows  finer  every  cutting  as  long  as  the 
tree  retains  its  vigor.  After  stripping,  the  bark  is 
scraped  to  relieve  it  of  adhering  moss,  and  placetl 
in  a  hot-water  bath,  kept  at  a  high  temperature. 
Then  it  is  reduced  to  flat  sheets  by  pressure.  It  is 
afterwards  made  up  into  bales  of  i  50  pounds,  each, 
ready  for  shipment.  Spain  and  Portugal  furnish 
all  the  raw  material  sent  to  this  country,  the  pro- 
duction of  France  and  Italy  being  consumed  at 
I  home. 

i  The  application  of  machinery  to  the  cutting  of 
I  corks  is  of  American  origin.  Thirty  years  ago  all 
corks  were  cut  by  hand,  by  means  of  an  instrument 
similar  to  a  butcher's  cleaver ;  1,500  corks  made  in 
this  way  was  a  good  day's  work,  while  now,  with 
machinerv,  a  girl  will  turn  out  20,000  daily  ;  and 
the  machine-made,  from  their  uniformity  of  size  and 
finish,  are  superior  to  those  done  by  hand. 

The  cork  is  purchased  by  the  pound  in  the  bale, 
and  the  manufactured  article  is  sold  by  the  gross. 
Besides  its  ordinary  use  as  stoppers,  it  is  used  for 
net  floats,  for  life  preservers,  and  for  shoe  soles. 

The  only  manufactory  of  corks  in  Albany  is  that 
of  the  Albany  Cork  Works,  corner  Maiden  lane 
and  James  street,  which  was  established  in  1866, 
bv  Ira  B.  Sampson,  on  Pruyn  street.  He  is  still 
the  manager. 

PIANO  ^MANUFACTURING. 

Jonas  Chickering,  a  native  of  New  Ipswich, 
N.  H.,  a  cabinet-maker  by  trade,  made  the  first 
American  piano  in  America,  and  offered  it  for  sale 
April  15,  1823.  He  pursued  the  piano-making 
business  successfully.in  Boston  for  many  years,  and 
left  his  honored  name  and  business  as  a  rich  legacy 
to  his  family. 

The  first  manufacturer  of  pianos  in  Albany  was 
James  A.  Gray,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  else- 
where. He  began  this  business  in  Albany  as  early 
as  1825.  For  a  number  of  years  he  carried  on  the 
manufacture  of  pianos  alone.  In  1837  he  became 
associated  with  William  G.  Boardman,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Boardman  i.*v:  Gray.  The  factory  was 
originallv  situated  on  the  corner  of  Broadway  and 
De  Witt  street,  and  was  subsequently  removed  to 

j  the  Old  Elm  Tree  Corner,  where  the  business  was 
carried  on  for  a  number  of  years.  They  next 
established  their  factory  at  the  corner  of  North 

I  Ferrv  and  Broadway.  In  1S66  they  removed  to 
the  three-story  brick  building,  No.  239  North  Pearl 
street,  lately  destroyed  by  the  fire  that  caused  the 
death  of  John  A.  Luby,  D.Wheeler  and  F.J.Wallen. 
Here  a  large  force  of  skilled  wurkmen  were  cm- 
ploved,  the  establishment  turning  out  twenty  com- 
plete instruments  monthly.  From  1S40  to  1S60 
this  firm  was  one  of  the  leading  piano-forte  establish- 
ments in  the  country.  In  1877.  Mr.  Ciray's  son,  Wil- 
liam J.  Gray,  became  a  member  of  the  lirm.  Mr. 
Boardman  died  in  i83i,  and  the  business  was  con- 
tinued by  the  Grays,  father  and  son,  under  the  old 

I  firm  name  of  Boardman  it  Gray.  This  firm  first 
introduced  the  '/o/ce  ai/'i/xi/ia,  which  made  their 
pianos  fimous  throughout  the  musical  world. 
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In  1853,  jMf^ssrs.  Rlavshall  Sc  Traver  begaii  the 
manufacture  of  pianos  in  Albany  on  James  street. 
They  were  succeeded  two  years  later  by  Alarshall, 
James  &  Traver.  Thirteen  years  then  ensued, 
when  the  proprietorship  of  the  house  underwent 
another  change,  the  firm  becoming  ^Marshall  & 
Wendell. 

In  April,  18S2,  the  firm,  under  the  title  of  the 
Marshall  &  Wendell  Piano-forte  ^Manufacturing 
Company,  was  incorporated  as  a  limited  liability 
company,  with  Henry  Russell,  President;  J.  V. 
Marshall,  Superintendent;  Harvey  Wendell,  ]Man- 
ager  and  Treasurer;  and  John  Loughran,  Secre- 
tary'. Capital  stock,  $100,000.  Manufactory  and 
principal  office,  erected  in  1872,  911  to  923 
Broadway.  This  building  is  of  brick,  five  stories 
high,  145  by  40  feet,  with  4G-reet  wings.  Sev- 
enty-five skilled  workmen  arc  employed.  Annual 
output,  over  si.x  hundred  i)ianos.  Ware-rooms  and 
music  store,  88  North  Pearl  street,  under  direction 
of  C.  H  Wendell  &  Co. 

In  connection  with  the  piano-making  industry, 
it  is  proper  to  mention  the  firm  of  R.  W.  Tanner 
&  Son.  Mr.  Tanner  has  been  in  connection  with 
the  piano  manufacturing  business  for  nearly  thirty 
years.  One  of  the  specialties  of  this  firm  is  the 
manufacture  of  piano  hardware.  They  employ 
about  thirty  workmen  in  their  establishment  at  858 
Broadway.  George  E.  Kemp  makes  i)iano  plates 
and  R.  13.  Russell  supplies  the  piano  action. 
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Many  years  ago,  William  IMcCammon,  a  ma- 
chinist by  trade,  began  the  manufacture  of  pianos, 
which  enterprise  he  successfully  continued  until 
his  decease  a  few  years  ago,  since  which  it  has 
been  carried  on  by  his  son,  Edward  McCammon. 

George  Johnson  has  made  pianos  many  years. 

Mrs.  F.  W.  Tietz  continues  the  piano  making 
business  begun  in  i860. 

Musical  instruments  of  all  kinds,  and  book  and 
sheet  music,  have  long  been  sold  in  this  city,  no- 
tably bv  Jason  Collier,  J.  Hidley,  Cluett  Sons, 
Haines  Brothers,  J.  A.  Reed,  and  W.  C.  Gomph. 

ja:\ies  a.  gray. 

It  is  probable  diat  the  first  person  to  manufacture 
pianos  in  the  City  of  Albany  was  John  Osborn,  an 
Englishman,  about  the  year  1S25.  who  continued 
for  a  short  time  on  his  own  account,  and  then  be- 
came associated  with  J.  H.  ^leacham,  who  was 
manufacturing  other  musical  instruments,  and  had 
a  music  store  at  State  street.    About  the  year  1833, 

F.  P.  Burns,  Wm.  Ballentine  t'^:  Co.  commenced 
manufacturing  for  I.  P.  Cole,  who  furnished  the 
capital  and  sold  the  instruments,  he  being  en- 
gaged in  teaching  vocal  music,  and  dealing  in 
musical  goods  on  State  street.    It  seems  tiiat  Wm. 

G.  Boardman,  a  wholesale  grocery  merchant  at 
the  time,  was  Cole's  indorser  at  the  bank,  and 
in   1S36,   during  the  depression   in  trade,  Cole 
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failed  in  business,  and,  to  protect  his  indorsement, 
j\Ir.  Boardman  had  to  buy  out  Cole's  business, 
which  carried  the  manufacturing  of  pianos  with  it; 
and  Mr.  Boardman  found  it  necessary  to  abandon 
his  grocery  business  and  assume  the  manufacturing 
of  pianos.  Being  an  experienced  business  man,  he 
found  it  necessary  to  change  Cole's  arrangement 
and  organize  anew,  which  he  did  by  building  a 
factory  on  die  corner  of  Broadway  and  De  Witt 
street,  and  being  unacquainted  practically  widi  the 
making  of  pianos  he  employed  a  man  by  the  name 
of  H.  Davis  to  superintend  the  factory  for  him,  he 
attending  to  the  music  store  in  State  street.  In  the 
reorganization  of  the  business  of  manufacturing 
pianos,  the  services  of  James  A.  Gray,  Hine,  Hazel- 
ton  (now  of  New  York)  and  some  other  skilled 
workmen  from  New  York,  who  filled  important 
branches  in  the  construction  of  the  pianos.  This 
was  in  the  year  1837.  In  the  year  1S38  the  Super- 
intendent (Davis)  having  committed  some  brc.ich 
of  trust,  James  A.  Gray  was  appointed  superinten- 
dent of  the  manufactory,  and  soon  after  became  a 
partner  in  the  firm  of  Boardman  &  Gray. 

The  Meachams  and  F.  P.  Burns  continued  to 
manufacture  up  to  about  i860,  and,  having  died, 
their  business  ceased. 

In  185-  three  young  men  who  had  been  in  the 
employ  of  Boardman  &  Gray  commenced  the  man- 
ufacture of  pianos  in  Albany.  The  firm  was  Mar- 
shall, James  &  Traver,  which  was  continued  for 
some  time,  James  having  retired  in  1862,  and 
Traver  some  years  later  selling  out  his  interest  to 
Harvev  Wendell,  the  firm  being  in  1885  ^Marshall 
&  Wendell. 

In  1866,  jNIr.  Boardman  havmg  engaged  in  other 
business,  assigned  all  his  interest  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  Boardman  &  Gray  piano  to  his  former 
partner,  James  A.  Gray,  who,  in  partnership  with 
his  brother,  William  H.  Gray,  continued  to  make 
the  Boardman  &  Gray  piano  until  1S80,  when  he 
died,  and  William  H.  Gray,  son  of  James  A.  Gray, 
became  a  partner  in  the  firm. 

In  1862,  William  McCammon  &  Co.  commenced 
the  manufacture  of  pianos  on  Broadway,  and  con- 
tinued until  i8Sr,  when  on  his  death  at  that  date 
his  son  Edward  assumed  the  business. 

In  the  year  i860  the  large  factory  of  Boardman 
&  Gray,  on  Broadway  and  North  Ferry  street,  was 
burned,  and  in  1885  their  factory  at  239  North 
Pearl  street  was  also  destroyed  by  fire. 

PAPER  WORKS,  ETC. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Dubuque  established  himself  here  in 
1839  as  a  manufacturer  of  paper  boxes,  being  the 
pioneer  in  this  branch  of  industry  in  the  city.  Af- 
ter an  interruption  of  several  years,  Mr.  Dubuque 
re-established  the  present  house  in  1880,  now  con- 
ducted by  his  son,  L.  R.  Dubuque. 

The  premises  are  three-stories,  each  35  by  60 
feet,  and  are  located  at  9  and  1 1  Green  street, 
where  all  kinds  of  paper  bo.xcs  are  made,  generally 
upon  special  orders. 

The  Albany  Paper  Box  Manufactory,  293  and 
295  Broadway,  for  the  manufacture  of  all  kinds  of 


I  paper  boxes,  was  fountled  in  1S70  by  Messrs.  Co- 
I  zine  it  Co.  The  factory  consists  of  four  floors, 
I  each  of  which  are  50  by  100  feet  in  area.  Fiftv 
i  operatives  are  employed.     Estimates  are  given  for 

any  size  or  style  of  paper  box  desired. 
I      Great  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  past 
I   few  years  in  this  branch  of  xAmerican  industries, 

and  the  uses  to  which  paper  boxes  are  put  arc 

manifold. 

^Icssrs.  D.  Chapin  &  Co.  succeeded  Cozine  A 
Co.,  and  in  1878  Mr.  Hench,  the  present  owner, 
became  the  proprietor. 

Albany  Perforated  Wrapping  Paper  Company,  2 
and  4  Hudson  avenue,  corner  Quay  street,  was  or- 
ganized in  1S77,  with  a  capital  ot  $50,000,  to 
produce  perforated  wrapping,  writing  and  toilet 
papers,  and  rolled  paper  of  all  descriptions,  under 
!  patents  controlled  b}-  them.  Their  specialty  is 
!  hotel  toilet  paper  with  fixture.  The  output  is  about 
1,000  pounds  of  wrapping  paper  and  three  tons  of 
toilet  paper  dail}'.  Their  building  is  six-story, 
brick,  44  by  44  feet;  motive  power,  twelve-horse 
power  engine.     Forty  hands  are  employed. 

Branch  offices  are  established  in  New  York, 
1475  Broadway;   Manager,  H.  B.  Smith.  Phila- 
I   delphia,  1031  Chestnut  street;  INIanagcr,  W'm.  A. 
!   Hamilton.    Chicago,  44  La  Salle  street:  [Manager, 
I   Louis  L.  iNIunson,  and  Boston,  114  Milk  street, 
iMoulton  &  Goodwin,  General  Agents  for  the  New 
England  States.    The  officers  are  Seth  Wheeler, 
President;  R.    M.    Hamilton,   Treasurer;   E.  \. 
Wheeler,  Secretar)'. 

The  Albany  Card  and  Paper  Company  was  in- 
corporated in  1868.    The  building,  315  to  321 
j   Hamilton  street,  in  which  they  manufacture  and 

■  lia\'e' their  offices,  was  begun  about  i860,  and  was 
j  gradually  built  in  detachments,  until  it  now  occu- 
I  pies  an  area  of  90  by  212  feet.  Is  five  stories  high 
I  and  made  of  brick.  Seventy-five  males  and  an 
I  equal  number  of  females  are  employed. 

They  surface-coat  and  finish  colored  paper  for 
lithographing,  for  printers  and  for  box-makers. 
1   Card-board  of  all  kinds  is  manufactured. 

Their  trade  extends  throughout  the  States,  Can- 
ada, and  even  reaches  Brazil. 

James  M.  Warner  is  President:  J.  H.  McClurc, 
I  Vice-President:  and  E.  J.  ^liller.  Secretary,  of  this 
extensive  manufactory. 

Allston  .Adams  conducts  a  caid-boar-i  manufac- 
tory at  the  corner  of  North  Pearl  and  Pleasant 
streets. 

PAPER-HANGINGS. 

Lemuel  Steele  was  perhaps  the  first  Albany 
merchant  who  engaged   in   manufacturing  and 

■  importing  paper  hangings.  He  came  to  Albany 
from  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  181 5.  and  began  l.nisi- 
ness  at  No.  453  South  ^larket  street,  now  Broad- 
way.    Mr.  Steele  was  prominent  in  public  affairs; 

I  was  Alderman  for  ten  years.  Chief  Engineer  of 

1  the  Fire  Department,  Director  in  the  Mechanics" 

I  &  Farmers'  Bank  over  twenty  years,  and  held  va- 

j  rious  other  public  otlkes.    He  died  December  26. 

'  1853.    He  was  succeeded,  in  1S52,  by  the  firm  of 
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(»eorgo  15.  Steele  c*c  Robeit  ]\r.  King,  wlio  are  now 
succectled  t)y  Frank  B.  King. 

TOBACCO,  SNUFF  AND  CIGAR  MANUFAC- 
TURE. 

The  first  tobacco  manufactory  in  Albany  was 
erected  by  James  Caldwell,  a  man  closley  identified 
with  many  of  the  earlier  successful  manufacturing 
interests  of  this  city.  Tlie  estal)lishment  was  in 
operation  in  1790,  situated  near  the  mansion-house 
of  the  Patioons.  It  was  regarded  as  the  most  ex- 
tensive and  perfect  of  its  kind  in  the  country. 
Mere  a  large  force  of  men  was  employed  in  mak- 
ing snuff  and  cigars,  and  drying  and  curing  tobacco. 
The  snufl'-mill  was  considered  capable  of  making 
more  snutf  in  nine  months  than  was  consumed 
annually  in-  the  northern  part  of  the  country.  In 
1794  the  works  were  destroyed  by  fire,  but  soon 
after  rebuilt.  In  iSio  Levi  Solomon  became  a 
partner  of  Mr.  Caldwell,  the  partnership  continu- 
ing until  1820,  when  Mr.  Caldwell  retired.  Mr. 
Solomon  carried  on  the  business  until  1S32,  when 
he  sold  the  concern  to  Charles  Chapman,  who  con- 
tinued the  business  for  several  years. 

The  tobacco  factory  of  Benjamin  Payn's  Sons 
was  established  by  Benjamin  Payn  in  1835.  He 
conducted  the  business  until  his  death  in  18S1, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  his  sons,  Arthur  S.  and 
Howard  K.,  under  the  present  firm  title.  The 
fxctory  and  sales-rooms,  corner  of  ■Maiden  lane  and 
James  street  are  comprised  in  a  five-story  brick 
building,  35  by  90  feet  in  dimensions,  with  machinery 
and  appliances  for  producing  about  100,000  cigars 
and  25,000  pounds  of  tobacco  per  month;  em- 
ployment being  furnished  to  seventy  skilled  work- 
men. 

Alexander  Gre;r  commenced  the  manufacture 
of  tobacco,  snulf  and  cigars  in  Albany  in  1847. 
In  185S  his  sons  were  admitted  as  partners,  and  the 
senior  member  dying  in  1873,  the  present  firm  was 
organized,  consisting  of  Thomas  H. ,  John  and 
Alexander  Greer,  under  the  firm  name  of  Alex- 
ander Greer's  Sons.  The  factory  is  situated  at  820 
and  822  Broadway,  where  fifty  hands  are  employed 
in  the  various  departments  on  the  four  lloors  of  this 
large  building.  The  annual  proiluct  amounts  to 
1,200,000  cigars  annually. 

Moses  Strasser  founded  the  present  tobacco 
manufacturing  firm  of  M.  Strasser  A:  Co.  in  1S52. 
The  individual  members  are  Moses,  Benjamin  and 
Solomon  Strasser.  Their  plant,  at  No  27  Hudson 
avenue,  consists  of  a  four-story  brick  building  25 
by  70  feet  in  dimensions,  where  a  large  force  of 
workmen  are  employed.  The  trade  of  this  house 
is  extensive  and  growing. 

In  1867,  Gee  &  Van  Slyke  commenced  to  man- 
ufacture cigars  in  Albany,  and  continued  the  bus- 
iness until  1870,  v/hen  the  firm  was  changed  by 
the  retirement  of  Mr.  Gee,  after  which  the  bus- 
iness was  continued  byG.  W.  Van  Slyke  until  1881, 
when  Walter  Horton  was  admitted  as  partner, 
under  the  firm  name  of  G.  W.  Van  Slyke  it  Co. 
Their  factory  and  sales-room,  471  Broadway,  com- 
prises a  five-story  brick  building,  23  by  180  feet  in 


dimensions.  Here  is  furnished  employment  to 
about  two  hundred  operatives,  whose  annual  pro- 
duction aggregates  about  7,000,000  cigars. 

Besides  the  above  manuficturers,  the  folb  >wing 
are  engaged  in  this  business:  Frank  Chamberlain, 
26  and  28  State  street;  James  Jones,  627  Broad- 
way; S.  Levy  &  Brother,  36  Green  street;  F.  B. 
I  Mooney,  9  South  Pearl:  Shield  &  Sons.  37  Church 
i  street;  M.  G.  McNamara  it  Co.,  "i  North  Pearl 
I  street;  \V.  A.  Rapine,  451  Madison  avenue;  |.  J. 
i   Franklin,  500  Broadway:  Julius  Fish  &  Brother,  14 
i  South  Pearl;  and  D.  A.  Lawler  tS:  Son,  776  Broad- 
way. 

HATS  AND  FUR  GOODS. 

The  making  of  felt  and  beaver  hats  in  New 
England,  New  York  and  Virginia,  began  to  be  a 
'large  industry  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seven- 
teenth and  earl}-  part  of  the  eighteenth  century; 
but  was  checked  by  parliamentary  law  as  inter- 
fering with  British  industry,  and  thus  restrained 
until  after  the  Revolution.  After  this  it  was 
revived. 

The  manufacturing  of  fur  goods  and  hats  \\as 
at  one  time  one  of  the  most  important  industries 
in  Albany.  It  was  claimed  that  the  Albany  fur- 
riers excelled  all  others  in  the  world  in  tlie  im- 
portant art  of  dying  their  furs.  Among  the  pioneers 
in  this  industry  of  whom  we  have  authentic  record, 
were  John  W.  Wendell,  who  in  1783  was  engaged 
in  manufacturing  hats;  Elisha  Dorr,  who  in  1793 
followed  this  business.  William  jMayell,  who  came 
from  England  in  1795,  settled  in  Albany  and 
began  to  make  hats.  In  an  advertisement  in  the 
newspapers  in  1820  his  store  was  designated  as  op- 
posite the  F'agle  Tavern.  He  was  at  this  time  the 
most  extensive  manufacturer  of  hats  in  the  city.  Be- 
sides being  a  good  mechanic,  he  made  some  pre- 
tension to  science.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the 
^Mechanics'  Society,  and  afterwards  of  the  Albany 
Institute,  of  which  he  is  said  to  have  been  the 
founder. 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  century  J.  H. 
Prentice,  Packer  &  Co.,  established  a  manufactory 
i  of  fur  goods  here,  which  grew  to  immense  pro- 
:  portions.  Some  years  after  it  was  continued  by 
I  rentice,  Finn  &  Co.  In  1S44,  it  was  considered 
the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  world;  700  to  Soo 
hands  were  constantly  employed,  and  over  2,000 
caps  were  manuiactured  daily.  Their  products,  as 
fast  as  manufactured,  were  shipped  to  a  branch 
establishment  in  New  York,  whence  they  were 
di-tiibuted  to  all  parts  of  this  and  foreign 
countries. 

j      About  this  same  time  Taaffe  ifc  Gough  conducted 
a  similar  business  at  No.  i  F2xchange  Building, 

I   where  they  employed  about  150  hands  in  this  bus- 

I   incss.    A  large  quantity  of  mufis,  collars  and  trim- 

I   mings  were  manufactured  by  them. 

Edward  S.  Willett,  about  1825,  had  a  hat  man- 
ufactory on  the  corner  of  Green  and  Bassett  streets. 
He  was  the  first  to  commence  the  manufacture  of 

I   silk  hats  in  Albany. 

j       In  1S44,  Williams,  Parke  \-  Co.  conducted  a  cap, 
mutf,  glove  and  robe  manufactory  in  this  city,  at 
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No.  71  Eroadwa)'.  Their  work  was  noted  for  its 
excellence  and  was  well  known  all  over  the  country 
at  this  date. 

In  1832,  Joshua  G.  Colreil  founded  die  business 
now  conducted  by  Messrs.  Edgar  Cotrell  and 
Daniel  Leonard,  under  the  firm  name  of  Cotrell 
&  Leonard,  at  472  and  474  Broadway.  Messrs. 
E.  Cotrell  and  Leonard  entered  the  firm  in  1867, 
and  gained  control  of  the  same  in  187S,  the  year 
of  the  senior  ]\[r.  Cotrell's  death.  They  built  Uie 
premises  46  State  street  in  1870,  occupying  the 
same  until  18S4,  when  they  removed  to  their  pres- 
ent quarters.  Their  annual  sales  are  about  $250,- 
000. 

About  si.xty  years  ago,  Denison  \\'ilHams  dressed 
and  dyed  seal-skins.  He  was  succeeded  by  Packer, 
Prentice  &  Co.,  whose  manufactures  in  1S31 
reached  the  value  of  $500,000.  John  Bryan. 
James  Chase,  Robert  Cheesebrough  and  John  S. 
Smith  were  also  engaged  in  this  business.  Twenty 
thousand  fur  seals  per  year  were  dressed,  which 
were  made  into  caps.  When  these  caps  went  out 
of  fashion  the  trade  waned.  In  1858  it  revived, 
since  which  time  seal-skin  sacques  have  been  man- 
ufactured. 

The  firm  of  George  C.  Treadwell  &  Co.,  man- 
ufacturers and  dealers  in  furs,  from  its  small  be- 
ginnings in  1832,  when  it  was  established  by 
George  C.  Treadwell,  late  deceased,  has  grown 
until  it  now  ranks  with  the  leading  fur  establish- 
ments of  the  country.  They  manufacture  and 
deal  in  all  kinds  of  fme  furs,  sacques,  boas,  caps, 
gloves,  robes,  etc.  The  present  fine  process  by 
which  fur  seal,  otter  and  beaver  are  dyed  and 
dressed,  is  the  result  of  Mr  Treadwell's  industry 
and  skill.  Their  premises  are  60  by  30  feet,  four- 
stories  high,  brick.  The  first  floor  is  used  for  dis- 
plaving  goods,  the  others  for  manufacturing  and 
storing.  The  successor  of  ]Mr.  Treadwell  is  his 
son,  George  H.  Treadwell.  The  house  has  a  branch 
store  at  No.  676  Broadway,  New  York  City,  under 
the  supervision  of  Henry  Treadwell.  In  1844, 
Mr.  Treadwell,  Sr.,  had  acquired  the  reputation 
of  being  one  of  the  best  cap  manufacturers  in  the 
United  States,  and  as  especially  excelling  in  dress- 
ing and  coloring  furs. 

There  are  now,  and  long  have  been,  extensive 
dealers  in  every  variety  of  hats,  caps  and  furs,  and 
fur  goods,  in  this  city  who  are  referred  to  under 
the  head  of  the  Beaver  and  Fur  Trade,  and  Trade 
and  Commerce. 

•  •[■  ■  ■ 

GEORGE  CURTIS  TREADWELL 

was  born  in  Farmington,  Conn.,  October  24, 
1812,  and  died  in  Albanv,  N.  Y. ,  October  3, 
1885. 

His  father  was  George  Treadwell,  of  Farmington. 
His  grandfather  was  Hon.  John  Treadwell,  Gov- 
ernor of  Connecticut  and  first  President  of  the 
American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions.  His  mother  was  Nancy  Curtis,  daugh- 
ter of  Elcazer  Curtis,  of  Farmington,  Conn. 

Mr.  Treadwell  left  his  home  when  nine  years  of 
age,  and   lived    with    his    uncle,  ]\Lajor  Roger 


I  Hooker,  till  he  was  fourteen,  when  he  removed  to 
j  Albany,  N.  Y. ,  and  entered  the  dry  goods  house 
I  of  Chandler,  Starr,  A:  Co.  and  remained  till  1829, 
when  he  was  employed  by  Packer,  Prentice  ct  Co., 
manufacturers  of  furs.  He  remained  with  diem  till 
he  commenced  business  for  himself,  April  i,  1832. 
!  James  Chase  entered  the  firm  of  George  C.  Tread- 
well &  Co.  February  i,  1846,  and  retired  February 
I,  1872.  Thomas  Treadwell  entered  the  concern 
February  i,  1S46,  and  retired  February  i,  1853. 
Moses  P.  Whitcomb  entered  the  concern  February 
I,  1854,  and  retired  February  i,  1857.  Henry 
Treadwell  entered  the  concern  February  i,  1854. 
George  C.  Treadwell  retired  from  tlie  concern  Feb- 
ruary I,  iSb4,  and  the  firm  of  Treadwell  &  Co., 
Consisting  of  Henry  Treadwell,  his  brother,  and 
George  H.  Treadwell,  his  son,  was  formed  Feb- 
ruary I,  1 88 5. 

Upon  ]Mr.  Treadwell's  retirement,  the  following 
notice  appeared  in  the  Albany  Argus  : 

"The  retirement  of  George  C.  Treadwell  from 
active  business  after  a  career  of  over  half  a  century, 
merits  a  passing  notice.  Brought  up  in  the  strict- 
ness of  a  New  England  home,  Mr.  Treadwell 
came  to  this  city  a  youth,  and  soon  engaged  in  the 
fur  business,  bringing  with  its  prosecution  the 
habits  of  industry,  integrity  and  close  application, 
which  were  the  fruits  of  his  early  training.  During 
the  whole  period  he  has  won  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  the  entire  community.  Of  somewhat 
retiring  habits,  Mr.  Treadwell  has  never  filled  any 
public  position,  except  that  of  a  director  in  one  of 
our  banks,  where  he  remained  but  for  a  brief 
period.  But  his  interest  in  the  public  welfare  has 
always  been  manifested  by  his  liberal  gifts  to  all 
worthy  public  and  charitable  objects.  In  retiring 
from  business,  which  he  does  in  consequence  of 
impaired  health,  he  carries  with  him  the  sympathy 
and  respect  of  all  who  are  acquainted  with  him. 
In  the  card  announcing  his  retirement,  after  thank- 
ing his  friends  for  their  patronage  and  recommend- 
ing his  successors  to  the  public,  he  closes  with  his 
'  acknowledgment  to  Almighty  God  for  the  material 
welfare  he  has  enjoyed."  This,  which  might  seem 
like  cant  if  it  came  from  some  men,  is  so  charac- 
teristic of  ]\Ir.  Treadwell,  that  all  who  know  him 
w^ill  appreciate  his  sincerity  in  thus  publicly  making 
known  his  gratitude  to  the  Author  and  Giver  of  all 
blessings." 

He  married  Amy  D.  Roberts  March  2,  1836. 
Their  children  are  George  Hooker,  Lucy,  Julia. 
Charles,  Edgar,  Ezra  Prentice,  Emma,  Alice,  and 
Howard. 

To  the  advice  and  example  of  Major  Hooker 
his  uncle,  William  Gay  and  John  T.  Norton,  and 
the  early  training  of  liis  mother,  he  is  indebted  for 
those  sterling  traits  of  character  which  have  made 
him  such  a  bright  example  of  true  Christian  man- 
hood in  the  Church  and  the  world. 

To  the  habit  of  making  every  transaction  of  his 
I  life  a  matter  of  conscience,  with  a  firm  reliance 
I  upon  his  Maker,  and  following  the  Bible  as  liis 
1  only  guide,  was  due  his  success,  the  result  of  which 
was  a  competency  of  this  world's  goods  and  t!ie 
good-will  of  all  his  acquaintances. 
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He  has  always  given  liberally  to  those  objects  of 
charity  which  commended  tliemseives  to  his  judg- 
ment as  being  rigiit  and  for  the  public  good. 

Mr.  Treadweli  never  held  any  public  oflice, 
except  to  serve  as  a  Director  of  the  Commercial 
Bank,  for  a  short  period  ;  a  Trustee  of  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church  from  1849  to  i  S76  (twenty- 
seven  years)  ;  and  as  Elder  in  the  same  church. 

He  devoted  his  time  to  his  business  and  was 
regular  and  steady  in  his  habits,  and,  though  suf- 
fering all  his  life  from  asthma,  he  had  never  been 
sick  enough  to  be  obliged  to  remain  at  home  till 
October  24,  1S83,  since  which  time  he  only  went 
out  to  drive. 

BOOT  AND  SHOE  MANUFACTURE. 

The  making  of  boots  and  shoes  on  orders  for 
customers,  is  a  business  that  has  been  carried  on  for 
ages,  and  the  sons  of  St.  Crispin,  following  their 
useful  craft,  have  been  found  in  nearly  every  neigh- 
borhood in  this  country,  from  the  earliest  settle- 
ment, alongside  the  blacksmith,  the  house  joiner, 
the  Jack  of  all  trades.  Their  occupation  is  not  yet 
gone,  but  the  large  establishments  that  supply 
shoes  to  the  trade,  reaching  even  to  foreign  lands, 
had  their  origin  and  development  in  New  England, 
beginning  in  the  early  part  of  this  century.  Their 
introduction  in  Albany  has  been  more  recent,  but 
equally  successful. 

The  present  firm  of  Willard  Bellows,  manufac- 
turer of  boots  and  shoes,  was  founded  in  1856  by 
Messrs.  Munson  &  Co.,  who  were  succeeded  in 
1864  by  Bellows  &  Moore,  who  continued  in  busi- 
ness until  1879,  when  Mr.  Bellows  became. sole 
owner.  It  is  one  of  the  leading  manufactories  of 
its  kind  in  Albany.  The  factory  and  sales-rooms, 
411  Broadway,  occupy  four  floors,  20  by  70  feet 
in  dimensions.  About  twenty-five  workmen  are 
constantly  employed. 

The  boot  and  shoe  manufactory  of  \\'oolverton  & 
Co.,  369  and  371  Broadway,  was  established  bv  G. 
A.  Woolverton  i!c  Co.  in  1831.  It  was  continued 
by  the  founders  for  over  half  a  century,  when, 
January  i,  18S1,  the  present  firm,  composed  of 
Monroe  Woolverton  and  IMarcus  E.Stone, succeeded 
to  the  business.  This  factor}'  is  comprised  in  a 
four-story  brick  building,  50  by  100  feet  in  dimen- 
sions, where  are  employed  one  hundred  and  fifty 
operators,  producing  fifty  thousand  pairs  of  shoes 
annually. 

Fearey  ]Manufacturing  Company. — This,  the 
largest  boot  and  shoe  manufactory  in  Albany,  was 
founded  by  Thomas  Fearey  in  1S44.  Up  to  18^4 
goods  were  manufactured  only  to  supply  the  several 
retail  stores  conducted  by  the  founder.  In  this 
year  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  was  beeun 
at  the  foot  of  Beaver  street  to  supply  the  who'esale 
trade.  In  1865,  his  two  sons,  Thomas  H.  and 
George  D.  Fearey,  became  associated  with  the 
founder  under  the  firm  name  of  Thomas  Fearev  lI- 
Sons.  At  this  time  large  apartments  were  secured 
at  Nos.  51  and  53  Liberty  street.  In  18^17  the  firm 
purchased  the  building  Nos.  9  and  ii  Liberty 
street,  and  remi>ved  to  that  location.    These  fre- 


I  quent  removals  were  made  for  the  purpose  of 
accommodating  their  growing  business,  but  this 
last  location  was  socm  found  too  small,  and  in  1869 
they  completed  and  first  occupied  their  present 
quarters  on  Union,  Division  and  Liberty  streets. 

i  This  plant  covers  nearly  an  entire  scpiare,  upon 

I  which  are  erected  two  large  four-story  brick  build- 
ings. The  capacity  of  the  factory  is  about  one 
thousand  five  hundred  pairs  of  shoes  per  dav. 
About  five  hundred  operatives  arc  employed. 

In  1882  a  stock  company  was  formed  called  the 
Fearey  Manuficturing  Company,  as  successors  to 
Thomas  Fearey  &  Sons.  The  business  is  controlled 
by  a  Board  of  Trustees.  The  follo\vin,g  are  the 
officers  and  trustees  :  George  L.  Stedman,  Presi- 
dent ;  George  D.  Fearey,  Vice-President  and 
Manager  ;  William  K.  Templeton,  Secretary  and 
Treasurer;  B.  F.  Fayerweather,  Louis  Schoellkopf, 
Jonas  M.  Barnet,  James  Abbot,  Joseph  R.  Harper, 
John  F.  Shatfer. 

East  New  York  Boot  and  Shoe  Manufacturing 
Company  has  a  branch  factory  at  226  to  232 
Hamilton  street.  The  plant  of  this  Company  is 
one  of  the  most  extensive  in  the  city  devoted  to 
this  branch  of  industry.  The  factory  consists  of  a 
four-story  brick  building.  About  four  hundred 
operatives  are  employed  in  the  several  processes  of 
manufacture.  This  house  was  originally  estab- 
lished in  1858,  at  East  New  York,  L.  I.,  by  John 
R.  Pitkin.  A  portion  of  the  works  was  removed 
to  Albany  in  lii^o.  The  present  oftlcers  of  the 
Company  are  George  D.  Pitkin,  President  : 
Walcott  H.  Pitkin,  Vice-President  ;  and  Frederick 
E.  Pitkin.  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Two  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  are  expended  an- 
nually in  Albany  for  wages  and  .salaries.  C.  C. 
Ballou  is  Superintendent  of  this  factory,  Edwin  W. 
Ober  is  Cashier,  and  Charles  G.  Hoy,  Accountant. 
James  G.  Cummings  and  John  H.  Fotens  are  fore- 
men of  separate  departments. 

The  boot  and  shoe  manufactory  of  M.  W. 
Dodge  was  founded  by  the  present  proprietor  in 
1877.  The  factory  occupies  the  three  upper 
stories  of  the  building,  Nos.  416  and  418  Broad- 
way.   An  average  of  sixty  hands  are  employed, 

I  and  all  the  latest  and  most  improved  machinery  is 

j  used.     Mr.  Dodge  sells  tlie  product  of  his  factorv 

i  principally  to  the  retail  dealers. 

In  1877,  Messrs.  A.  McD.  Shoemaker  and 
William  Pabst,  under  the  firm  name  of  Shoe- 
maker Pabst,  began  manufacturing  boots  and 
shoes.    Their  establishment  at  35  and  37  Hamil- 

I  ton  street  is  a  three-story  brick  building.  42  bv  30 

j  feet,  and  seventy-five  operatives  rind  employment 
there.    Tiie  products  are  women's,  misses'  and 

I  children's  medium  grade  goat  and  kid  boots  and 

I  shoes. 

I  Stephen  Munson  was  among  the  earliest  manu- 
!  lacturers  of  shoes  in  Albany,  and  carried  on  this 
I  business  for  many  years.  He  is  slill  a  resident  ot 
j  this  city,  but  not  engaged  in  active  business. 
:  J.  R.  Busley,  at  present  Superintendent  in  the 
I  shoe  manufactory  of  Herrick  &  Freeman,  claims 
j  to  be  the  first  person  to  use  steam  power  in  making 
I  shoes,  not  only  in  Albany,  but  in  .Vmerica. 
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SHIRTS,  COLLARS,  AND  CUFFS. 

The  Albany  Linen  Collar  Company. — The  man- 
ufacture of  shirts,  linen  collars  and  cufts  for  the 
wholesale  trade,  in  this  city,  has,  with  a  single  nota- 
ble exception,  that  of  the  firm  of  S.  L.  Munson, 
been  prosecuted  only  to  a  limited  extent.  The  first 
successful  attempt  to  establish  an  extensive  collar 
manufixctory  in  this  city  was  made  in  1S67  by  the 
firm  of  Munson,  Richardson  e*v:  Co.,  composed  of 
S.  L.  j\Iunson,  J.  A.  Richardson  and  L.  R.  Dwight. 
In  1869  the  firm  dissolved  and  S.  L.  Munson,  the 
present  proprietor  of  the  concern,  became  sole  owner. 
The  business  was  first  carried  on  at  372  and  374 
Broadway.  It  was  afterwards  removed  to  463  and 
465  Broadway.  Other  removals  were  soon  occa- 
sioned by  the  rapidly  growing  business.  In  1SS4 
Mr.  Munson  purchased  the  old  Hudson  avenue 
Church,  which  since,  at  an  outlay  of  much  money, 
he  has  converted  into  a  handsome  and  well-arranged 
manufactory.  Here  every  facility  is  atTorded  for 
his  large  and  growing  business.  About  three 
hundred  hands  are  employed,  of  whom  a  greater 
part  work  on  the  premises. 

The  manufacture  of  paper  collars  was  begun  in 
Albany,  in  1869,  by  Edward  Elisha  jNIack  and 
Stephen  Jarvis,  and  for  some  years  a  prosperous 
business  was  done.  It  was  finally  abandoned 
when  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  founded  the 
present  house  of  ]\Iack  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of 
cloth-faced  and  linen  collars,  cutfs  and  shirts.  The 
manufacturing  plant  is  located  at  No.  6  Pruyn 
street,  and  embraces  a  four-story  brick  building. 
About  sixty  operatives  are  employed  at  the  factory, 
and  about  the  same  number  are  furnished  with 
work  at  their  own  homes.  The  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  firm  are  Edward  F^lisha  Mack  and 
William  M.  Ticknor. 

BRUSHES. 

Bristles,  wire,  broom  corn,  wool,  leather,  camel's 
hair  and  other  material  are  at  this  day  used  in 
the  manutacture  of  brushes  for  the  various  pur- 
poses of  cleaning  and  painting. 

In  1833,  J.  B.  Armour  began  the  manufacture 
of  brushes  from  brisdes  for  domestic  purposes  and 
for  manufacturing  and  machine  uses.  The  busi- 
ness was  afterward  conducted  by  Ferris  &  Armour. 
In  iSSo,  John  Ferris,  Jr.,  the  present  proprietor, 
became  sole  owner,  and  is  improving  the  style  and 
finish.  The  premises,  a  four-story  brick  structure, 
20  by  75  feet,  are  located  at  400  Broadway. 
Nearly  five-sixths  of  the  bristles  used  in  American 
brushes  are  obtained  from  Russia. 

The  (juality  of  the  brushes  made  by  Mr.  Ferris 
is  giving  him  an  increasing  trade. 

SAMUEL  L.  MUNSON. 

Among  the  men  who  founded  New  Haven  in 
1638,  was  Thomas  A.  Munson,  who  came  to 
America  in  162 1.  Richard  Lyman  was  of  the 
band  who,  in  1635,  hewed  their  way  from  Boston 
to  the  Connecticut  River,  and  located  the  town  of 
Hartford.     Both  of  these  men  were  of  noble  Eng- 


lish families.  After  exactly  two  hundred  years,  and 
in  the  eighth  generation  in  America,  these  two 
Puritan  families  were  united  by  the  marriage  in 
1835,  at  Chester,  Mass.,  of  Garry  Munson  and 
Harriet  Lyman.  Of  their  seven  children,  the  fifth 
and  youngest  son  is  Samuel  Lyman  ?kIunson,  who 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Norwich  (now  Hunt- 
ington")  i\Liss. ,  June  14,  1844.  His  father  was 
the  mo.'t  prom.inent  man  in  that  section  of  the 
State,  and  served  the  State,  county,  town  and 
church  all  officially  during  a  long  and  busy  life. 
His  advice  and  counsel  were  much  sought  bv  his 
nciglibors,  and  a  remarkable  illustration  of  his 
reputation  for  sagacity  and  integrity  is  found  in  the 
fact  that  he  was  at  one  time  administrating  on  no 
less  than  fifteen  different  estates,  while  his  posses- 
sion of  extraordinary  business  qualifications  was 
demonstrated  by  the  fact,  that  during  this  period, 
as  a  farmer,  a  dealer  in  wool  and  a  manufacturer, 
he  gave  careful  attention  to  his  own  larce  interests, 
with  results  satisfactory  both  to  himself  and  others 
interested.  In  religion  and  morals  a  Puritan,  in 
secular  affairs  always  just  and  liberal,  and  in  all 
things  fearless,  he  died  after  having  achieved  the 
allotted  three  score  and  ten  years,  leaving  a  spot- 
less reputation,  which  is  held  as  a  sacred  legacy  by 
his  children. 

Samuel  Lyman  ?*Iunson  attended  the  district 
school  of  his  neighborhood,  assisting,  betimes,  in 
the  farm  work,  until,  at  the  age  of  twelve,  he  was 
sent  to  Williston  Seminary,  at  East  Hampton, 
Mass.,  where  he  was  a  student  during  the  succeed- 
ing three  years.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  entered  a 
large  dry  goods  house  in  Boston,  where,  during  the 
next  two  years,  he  learned  the  elements  of  business 
and  placed  himself  in  the  way  of  substantial  ab- 
vancement;  but  his  health,  never  robust,  failed 
perceptibly  during  his  confinement,  and,  (obliged 
to  relinquish  his  position  on  that  account,  he  re- 
turned home  and  resumed  his  old,  health-giving 
farm  life.  Thus  passed  a  year  greatly  to  his  phys- 
ical benefit.  He  then  engaged  himself  to  Messrs. 
Wick  &  Strong,  manufacturers  of  clothing,  in  Al- 
bany, to  undertake  the  development  of  their  busi- 
ness in  the  \\'est.  Yo\xx  years  later,  in  1867,  with 
Messrs.  J.  A.  Richardson  and  L.  R.  Dwight,  two 
young  men  of  Albany,  he  embarked  in  the  manu- 
facture of  linen  collars.  Without  experience,  and 
with  limited  means,  the  partners  did  not  make  the 

1  venture  a  success,  and  they  severed  their  relations 
at  the  expiration  of  two  years,  when  Mr.  Munson 
reorganized  the  business  and  continued  it  alone. 
Its  histor}'  has  been  one  of  constant  growth  and 
uniform  success.  Its  recjuirements  having  neces- 
sitated frequent  removals  to  larger  and  siill  larger 
quarters;  in  1SS4,  foreseeing  that  for  the  same 
reason  another  removal  would  soon  be  necessary, 
Mr.  Munson  purchased  the  old  Hudson  avenue 
Church,  which  he  will  remodel  into  an  immense 
factory,  whore  will  be  located  permanently  an  es- 
tablishment which,  beginning  a  few  years  ago  with 
only  two  sewing  machines,  now  numbers  its  em- 
ployees by  hundreds,   and  distributes  its  wares 

'  through  the  tratlc  in  nearly  every  town  from  Boston 

i  to  San  Francisco. 
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In  1 868,  Mr.  Munson  marrietl  Susan  B. ,  daugh- 
ter of  Lenuicl  J.  Ilupkins,  of  Albany,  and  has 
three  sons  and  two  daughteis.  Retiring  in  his 
habits,  and  spending  among  his  bouks  most  of  the 
time  nut  necessarily  devoted  to  liis  large  and  in- 
creasing business,  lie  yet  takes  a  lively  interest  in 
public  affairs,  and  is  identilied  wilh  the  principal 
literary,  Masonic,  athletic,  and  social  organizations 
of  the  city.  He  is  also  a  Trustee  of  the  Home 
Savings  Bank.  Yet  a  comparatively  young  man, 
and  endowed  witli  business  ability  of  an  uncom- 
mon order,  and  possessing  the  confidence  of  the 
commercial  community  in  a  marked  degree;  full 
of  energy  and  perseverance;  he  seems  destined  to 
achieve  very  high  rank  among  the  business  men 
and  manufacturers  of  the  capital  city. 

STEAM  DYEING  AND  SCOURING. 

The  application  of  aniline  dyes  twenty-five  years 
ago  to  dyeing  processes,  marked  an  important  era. 
Previous  to  this  time,  coloring  matter  was  expen- 
sive, and  not  so  easily  applied  as  those  now  in 
universal  use. 

The  oldest  dye-works  for  the  cleansing  and  dye- 
ing of  fabrics,  etc.,  in  this  city,  is  the  one  now 
owned  by  Messrs.  Robert  F.  and  William  D.  I\Iac- 
farlane,  24  Norton  street,  who  have  branches  at 
80  Hudson  avenue  and  40  Orange  street.  This 
was  founded,  in  1830,  by  Robert  Martin  at  No.  20 
of  the  same  street.  He  was  succeeded  in  1840  by 
William  GifTen,  who  conducted  the  business  for 
ten  years,  when  Peter  Leddy  became  owner,  and 
continued  as  such  until  1855,  ^'^'^  year  of  his  death. 
His  widow,  Elizabeth,  then  assumed  control,  sell- 
ing out,  in  1864,  to  Robert  Macfirlane,  the  father 
of  the  present  proprietors. 

Robert  ^^acfa^lane  died  in  Brooklyn,  December 
21,  1883,  from  paralysis.  He  was  born  in  Ruther- 
glen,  near  Glasgow,  Scotland,  on  St.  George's  Day, 
1 81 5.  Having  learned  the  art  of  dyeing  at  his 
father's  establishment  in  Paisley,  Scotland,  he  came 
to  America  when  a  boy,  and  settled  in  Albanv  in 
1840.  He  was  a  close  student  and  graceful  writer. 
In  1842  he  gained  the  Young  Men's  Association 
prize  medal  for  his  e.xcellent  essay  on  the  Life  and 
Character  of  General  Anthony  \Vayne.  He  first 
became  known  as  a  writer  for  the  press  in  a  series 
of  articles  on  scientific  subjects  contained  in  a 
magazine  called  the  Mechanics'  i\Frror,  published, 
in  partnership  with  the  late  Joel  Munsell,  in  1S46. 
In  1847  he  was  called  to  the  editorial  chair  of  the 
Scicniific  American  in  New  York,  and  was  con- 
nected with  that  paper  for  .seventeen  years,  during 
which  time  it  acquired  a  world-wide  reputation  for 
ability  and  accuracy.  During  this  time  he  was 
much  sought  as  a  lecturer  on  scientific  subjects. 
He  published  a  work  on  the  steam  engine,  and  a 
hand-book  for  <lyers  and  practical  chemists,  both 
of  which  passed  through  many  edition.?.  About 
twenty-five  years  ago  he  returned  to  Albany,  ai.d 
bought  out  a  dyeing  establishment,  which  is  under 
his  name  at  the  present  time,  tuou'/h  for  the  last 
twelve  years  his  sons,  Robert  F.  and  William  D. 
Macfarlane,  have  had  entire  charge  of  the  busi- 


I  ness.  His  life  was  eminently  pure  and  free  from 
reproach.  Retiring  from  active  business  about 
twelve  years  ago,  he  re\i:sited  his  native  land,  and 
while  tliere  contrilnited  a  series  of  interesting  let- 

I   ters,  which  were  publisiicil  in  the  Srolli:;h  Amcri- 

i  ran  Journal,  attracting  much  attention. 

I  ?ylr.  Macfarlane  was  a  member  of  the  .Mbany 
Institute  for  many  years,  and  President  of  the  St. 
Andrew's  Society  of  Albany.  He  was  a  consistent 
Christian  man,  of  a  gentle  and  noble  spirit,  for 
over  fifty  years  a  member  of  the  Prcsbvterian 
Church  and  Sabbath-school  Teacher  and  Superin- 
tendent. 

William  GitTen  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  this 
business  in  Albany,  upwards  of  60  years  ago.  He 
became  eminently  successful  in  it  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  retired  after  having  accumulated  a  com- 
petency. He  was  succeeded  by  his  daughter,  Mr.s. 
John  McDuflie.  She  has  a  thorough  practical 
knowledge  of  the  business  in  its  most  minute  de- 
tails, and  has  been  very  successful  financially.  She 
still  conducts  the  business,  as  owner  and  proprie- 
tress, at  37  Beaver  street.  Her  trade  is  rapidlv  in- 
creasing, and  she  has  a  number  of  branch  officer 
in  this  city  and  the  adjoining  counties.  Mrs. 
]\IcDufile  originally  introduced  steam-power  in  the 
dyeing  and  scouring  business. 

I 

LUMBER. 

GILBERT  HCNTi-.R 

was  born  in  Pittstown,  Rensselaer  Countv,  N.  Y. , 
October  20,  1818.  His  parents,  Robert  and  Ziptha 
Anderson  Hunter,  were  both  of  Scotch  descent, 
and  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  northern 
part  of  Rensselaer  County,  having  removed  from 

I   Westchester  County  soon  after  the  close  of  the  Res- 

j  olution. 

I  His  childhood  and  youth  were  spent  upion  the 
j  family  homestead,  near  which  place,  in  Miilertown, 
N.  Y.,  he  subseejuently  learned  the  trade  of  car- 
riage-making. \\'hen  about  21  years  of  age  he  re- 
moved to  Yalley  Falls,  and  began  on  his  own  ac- 
count the  business  of  manufacturing  carriages  and 
sle'ghs.  He  followed  this  business  f  ir  about  eight 
years,  then  abandoned  it  and  removed  to  .\lbanv. 
which,  during  t!ic  remainder  of  his  life,  with  but 
one  or  two  interruptions,  was  his  residence. 

His  first  venture  at  Albany  was  in  connection 
with  an  important  contract  on  'lie  Hudson  River 
!  Railroad,  then  being  constructed  fr  om  Albanv  to 
New  York.    He  was  subsecjuently  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  lumber  at  Potsdam,  St.  Lawrence 
County ;  also  in  Oneida  County;  and,  lastlv,  at 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  where,  in  the  years  1876  and 
1877,  in  company  with  his  eldest  son.  Dc.xtcr 
Hunter,  he  established  the  extensive  saw-mili  busi- 
j  ness  to  which  the  latter  succeeded  after  his  death. 
I       In  the  year  1S65  he  began  the  lumber  trade  in 
I  Albany,  and  in  company  with  Mr.  Do.Kter  Hunter 
I  continued  this  business  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
I  currcd  at  Jack>onville,  Fh..  June  29,  iSSi.  at  63 
.  years  of  age.    .Mr.  Hunter  was  thrice  married,  and 
I  there  survives  him  his  widow,  Mrs.  Josephine  R. 
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